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Mr. Emory Ricketson

Place of Interview: Colleyville, Texas Date: November 18, 1973

Mr. Ricketson:

Ms.

Bendslev:

This is an interview with Ms. Linn Bendslev regarding
her participation in the first national convention of
the National Women's Political Caucus. The interviewer
is Mr. Emory Ricketson. The interview 1s taking place
November 18, 1973, in Colleyville, Texas.

Linn, why don't you start by giving me a brief
bilographical sketch of yourself, a general ocutline of
your life to date?

Oh, well, I never know what to say when you have to
write one of these up for publication because you're
going to be speaking someplace or something. I
graduated from TCU in 1965 with a B.A. in psychology,
and T have thirty hours of graduate work in psychology
and education that I have gotten sort of plecemeal
since that time. I'm divorced and have two children,
ages ten and eleven. I've been with the Department

of Public Welfare for the last year and a half as a
social worker. Previous to that time, I was with

the Employment Commission for three years as a
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counselor., I tended bar, taught school, worked for a
credit bureau, worked for the Mafia in Massachusetts. . .

Ricketson: Illuminate on working for the Mafia.

Bendslev: Well, I worked for the Mafia, I say, because I
worked as a secretary for a vending machine company.
The office was in Framingham, Massachusetts, and
the head office was in New Jersey. I had had the
job about ten days. . . a man that I had met through
Parents Without Partners had hired me for the job. . .
and apparently there was some kind &f big power
struggle poing on hecause Stanley all of a sudden
was out——he was the man who was heading the office
in Framingham--and when Stanley was out, I was out,
too. But there was a guy named Gino Schivatelli,
complete with scar on cheek, who came up from New
Jersey to close our office. I was not displeased
to get out, I had been expecting a bomb through
the front window (laughter),

I have checked groceries; I've worked for an
advertising agency; I've sold football tickets,
basketball tickets, baseball tickets over the phone.
That's about. . .

Ricketson: The general idea?
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Bendslev: . « . the general idea. I've been active in the
women's movement since its beginning in 1972, I
moved back to Texas from Massachusetts in January
of '72., 1 went to a party in Corpus Christi where
I used to live in February, and at that point I
found out some real interesting things——that there
was a Women's Caucus, a Women's Political Caucus,
forming in Texas and that there was going te be
a convention in March. A friend of mine had some
application blanks, and I immediately got one of
those from her and sent it in., Also, I found out
that Sissy Farenthold--that I had known, I mean
not familiarly, but had known when I lived in
Corpus from '65 through '68--was going to be running
for the Democratic nomination for governor, I
had always admired Sissy very, very much, so I
immediately found out who to contact when I came
back to Fort Worth and got inveolved in her campaign
as well as the Political Caucus.

Ricketson: How about backing up and giving your date of birth
and the whole schlimiel while you're at it.

Bendslev: Oh, okay, I was born December 28, 1941, in Fort
Worth, Texas. I attended Alice B. Carlson Elementary

and George B, Clark Elementary. We moved from
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Fort Worth to Richland Hills the summer after I
finished the fifth grade. I completed elementary
and went to junior-senior high school in the
Birdville District and graduated from Birdville
High School in 1960. Then I went to TCU. I got
married right at the end of my freshman year at
TCU and had a child the next year. I continued
to go to school, though I laid out the semester
I had Crissy. T went back to school in the fall,
found out I was pregnant again, and I just kept
on going to school and had Gabby over the Easter
holidays that year, I started taking the pill
and didn't have anymore. (laughter). I was divorced
in 1966. I was active in the Young Republicans.
The Young Republicans?
Young Republicans. When I was at TCU I was vice
president in 1964 of the TCU Young Republicans.
I was sheltered (laughter) and pretty conservative.
I was a very avid Goldwater supporter. Then in
'65, after I graduated, I got the job with the
Employment Commission in Corpus, and I started
to see. . . I mean, my interpretation of it. . .
I started to see how people really lived. I

started to see the shit that went on, and I started
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to see the sexism and the racism that I had been
so sheltered from in my upper middle class environ—
ment all the way through college. I started becoming
more and more liberal, and after I became a liberal,
I guess I started becoming more and more radical.

I was not active in politics from the time
I was in college, not real active, until 1972
after I came back down here. That vear T did. . .
well, I worked real hard for Sissy, and I was on
the Tarrant County Coordinating Committee for
Sissy's campaign, worked on the financial end of
it. I was a delegate to the State Democratic
Convention, and I organized my precinct for McGovern
in '72. Righé now I'm on the County Coordinating
Committee of the Texas Democrats, which is a
relatively new liberal Democratic organization.
Is it a split—off from the regular Democratic Party?
Well, we stay within the party, but it's sort of
a liberal caucus, I guess you could say. We're
a4 separate organization though. We had a convention
a couple of weekends ago over in Arlington., Just
a mini-convention, really, some workshops and things
where people just got to know each other. But

it's not really a split inm the party, I wouldn't



Ricketson:

Bendslev:

Ricketson:

Bendslev:

Ricketson:

Bendslev:

Ricketson:

Bendslev

6
say, just sort of a liberal caucus within the
party structure. . . well, no, it's not within the
party structure. It's for people to get together
that are Democrats and are liberal.
How did the process work by which you became a
delegate to the national convention? In other words,
how were you selected, or how were those of you who
were selected, selected?
Oh. . .
Do you understand the question?
Yes. In Texas, anybody that came. . . okay, you
had to be a paid member of either a local caucus
or a member at-large of the State Caucus, Texas
Women's Political Caucus. If you went to Houston,
then you were a delegate.
50 anybody that showed up. . .
Anybody that showed up that was a member of a
local caucus or. . . you see, there's not local
caucuses in every town, so we have a provision for
at-large membership. I also in 1972-73 was on
the. . . I've gone blank, can't think of the word. . .
not the State Coordinating Committee but the. . .
we made all the policy decisions for that year.

The Steering Committee?



Bendslev:

Ricketson:

Bendslev:

Ricketson:

Bendslev:

Bendslev

7
Well, yes, but that's not the word either. TI've
gone completely blank. We had an organizing conference
at Eastfield College im 1972 and. . .
This was for the Texas Caucus?
Yes, and I was elected. . . at that organizing
convention we split up into special interest
caucuses, and I was chosen to be the Equal Employment
Opportunity Caucus delegate to the State Coordinating
Committee. . . I don't know why I've gone blank on
that. So we met monthly. . . I mean practically
monthly because there were a couple of months we
skipped, but we met in Austin most of the time.
We did have one meeting in Waco, and I think all
the rest of our meetings were in Austin. We had
had monthly meetings to coordinate the work of the
Texas Women's Political Caucus. So I was a little
more active in that way than if I had just been a
delegate, just a member that happenéd to go down
to Houston.
You sort of had an inside track in some ways.,
Yes, I helped to make the plans and everything
because the Texas delegation to the National
Caucus Convention had the responsibility for

making all the plans, getting everything set up.
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We had, of course, some people from National who
came down, but we handled all the accommodations
and making arrangements for the various entertain-
ments, making arrangements with the hotel for the
space to hold our convention, and making sure we
had enough microphones, chairs, all the mess.
Did you get pretty involved in that yourself?
I was fairly involved in it, yves. I wasn't one
of the people that worked their tail-ends off
(laughter). Like Kathy Bonner, for example, who
runs our state office.
Do you know if most of the other delegates from
other states were selected in pretty much the
same way, anybody that wanted to go?
I think that they were because the National Women's
Political Caucus was only formed initially, I believe,
in July of 1971. Thaty was when it was born. The
fact that not very many women have got very much
money. . . no matter what people say, we don't.
I mean I don't know of anyone personally that I
met at National from any place else that didn't
work for a living. There wasn't anybody that was
wealthy enough to charter a flight to bring all the

members from Montana in. It was pretty much a
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case of people getting there as well as they could,
saving up for a period of time. So, yes, anybody
that could get there was a delegate, as long as you
belonged to the Caucus.
To the state or local. . .
Yes, I can't say for sure, but I think that was
generally. . . because I know a lot of the other
states were somewhat upset. They were afraid
Texas was going to take over and rum the convention
because being in Texas they said it was a whole
lot easier for us to get a whole bunch of people
there. I think we did have the largest delegation,
Did any of them feel that that had happened by the
end of the convention?
I don't think so. We didn't get our way (laughter).
I think we bent over backwards in lots of cases
not to force our views down the throats of other
people because we realized that. . . well, let me
say that the voting structure was not set up on
one person, one vote. There was a delegation of
votes, and I don't recall right offhand what the
criteria was for pro-rating votes.

But each state had a certain percentage?
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Each state had a certain number. But when you're
talking about 2,000 people in a room, you don't
have a roll call vote saying Texas casts its fifteen
votes for such and such and three votes against.
You have voice votes, so Texas could have only
ten actual votes, but if we've got 300 people,
that's a big push toward getting whatever we wanted.
We'd all scream anyway.
In reality you've got 300 votes then as long as
its a voice vote?
As long as it's a voice vote, yes. And consequently,
we had a lot of roll call votes, which is why we
ran over and over and over, and everything was way
behind. There were a lot of calls for roll call
votes, and I can understand that because I think. . .
oh, my God, I don't remember exactly, but Texas had
an incredible number of people there. We probably
had a tenth anyway. A tenth of the people that
were there, I would say, were from Texas.,
You mentioned a figure awhile ago of 2,000 people
in the room. Approximately how many people would
you say were at the convention as delegates? Both

from all over and from Texas?
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Okay, we had people there that were not delegates
because of one reason or another they just weren't
on the delegate lists. Each state or local caucus
had to submit an approved list of delegates, of
members, so there were people that showed up that
weren't on those lists and weren't delegates.
There were 1,500-2,000 participants, I think.
And how many would you say from Texas?
Awhile ago I was thinking about it, and I wanted
to say 400, but I think that's too many. I was
trying to think of all of us sitting there in our
rows of chairs. . . 10, 20, 30. . . 200 maybe,
150, 200, something like that.
That would fit with your 10 per cent estimate
awhile ago.
Yes, I really wish I had the specific figures
because it's been almost a year, and I have a hard
time remembering. But it was a big room, and it
was full,
Bunch of people in there, anyway, right?
What were we saying. . . there were some fears
that we might take over but we didn't. We tried
our best, I think. We tried to keep our mouth

shut even if each individual might have had some
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real strong feelings on something. If it was a
roll call, voice vote, we tried to stay quiet,
except for the people that were delegated as monitors.
In the setting up of the mechanics of the convention,
was there any responsibility for setting up the
agenda or determining what types of workshops
would be held? Was the Texas Caucus responsible
for that, too?
Well, Kathy Bonner and. . . now I've gone completely
blank again. . . the chairwoman of the Texas
delegation is named. . . this is so embarrassing.
I'm sure that it's written down in there.
It's probably in this paperwork. [Working papers of
the convention--see appendix].
Anyway, she's from Houston, she goes to law school,
she has one child, she's married, she's about five
foot five (laughter), she weighs about 190, oh,
175 maybe, has blonde hair.
I can look up the name later and just stick it in
the transcript. Don't worry about it,
Okay. She and Kathy got together with the people
from National and pretty much outlined the agenda
and the general form.

What people came down from the National?
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Bendslev: Oh, all the superstars were there, Bella Abzug and
Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem. There were also
people that didn't have the national prominence,
that were probably the more effective. The super-
stars were not very effective., I mean really,
Betty Friedan kind of fluttered around 1like a
little Jewish powder-pigeon.

Ricketson: A Jewish what?

Bendslev: Powder-pigeon, you know, a tiny, short, little,
buxomy lady. . . and just bombed around all the
time. And Bella was very impressive. She's a
buxomy lady, too, with her very big hat.

Ricketson: So they were down before the convention helping
with the organizing?

Bendslev: I don't knowi I don't think so. They tried to
stay out of it a lot because there had been a lot
of criticism that had been voiced about them
coming in and taking over. There was a feeling
that the movement has maybe a half a dozen super-
stars, and they get all the recognition and everybody
else does all the work. These are some of the
things that I heard,

Ricketson: Pretty general feeling of that?
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Here and there. A lot of it I heard from Bella,
who got up and spoke one time and said she was
pretty much going to keep her mouth shut because
she had been getting a lot of criticism in this
area.
So you think they were aware of this criticism and
were trylng to compensate?
Oh, yes, I think they really bent over backwards
to not take over, to let other people run things,
and to let other people make the decisions and not
use their charisma to influence people one way or
the other.
In the literature you gave me from the convention,
there were indicated many resolutions from various
caucuses.,
Yes, only God knows (laughter).
Yes, and only God knows if you got all of them in
there, too.
I think I kept everything that was handed out.
My question is how in the hell did you get into a
particular caucus. Did you just find out where
they were going to meet and walk in and say, "Hi,

I'm a radical."?
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Yes, that's how you did it., They were posted,
like the radical caucus will meet... . the Texas
caucus is meeting in ten minutes at 6:45, hurry,
vital, vital. There was a constant flow of women
with handfuls of hastily mimeoed announcements and
thumbtacks or tape dashing around hanging things
up in elevators and walls right in front of the
elevators that you'd see when you came off and
anywhere, peoples' foreheads, peoples' backs
(laughter) literally. People would be running
around with announcements taped to their backs
that such and such & caucus. . .

There were people that had organized these
caucuses. I guess that at the state level, we
sent a lot of suggestions in prior to the convention
from each state, saying, you know, our Chicanos
want a caucus, we're going to have a native American
women caucus, the black caucus, the Democratic
caucus, the radical caucus, the lesbian caucus,
the shit caucus (laughter). I mean lots of times
you'd be walking, and you'd say I fit into this one
and this one and this one, so which one am T going
to go to. They were all at the same time. There

were bunches of caucuses. Kathy and. . . I'm going



Ricketson:

Bendslev

16
to have to look at the papers and get her name, . .
had done a real good job in organizing things and
getting paper and mimeograph machines and typewriters.
Like the first day of the caucus, somebody was
always grabbing the microphone and saying the such
and such caucus needs volunteers to run off material.
Or does anybody in the radical caucus know how to
type? Or does anybody know how to use such and such
a mimeograph machine? If you do, get up to room
such and such quick. It was real important that
everybody knew. . . I mean a group of people that
has a similar interest like the radical caucus or
the lesbian caucus or the black caucus or something,
cannot make any decisions and put forth their
views unless everybody is there. Otherwise, if
you've only got two people coming in, it's not
really representative of the people that fit in
that category, and you're going to get an awful
lot of flak. 1It's real important that if you're
particularly interested in one issue or another that
you attend the caucus and try to help hammer things
out,
In the presentation of the resolutions to the larger

caucus, were there any criteria? Or could anybody
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that wanted to form and call themselves a caucus
present a resolution?
Yes, any group that wanted to form and call them—
selves a caucus could present a resolution. And
generally speaking, they just ran off enough copies
so that there were at least several copiles and
generally one copy for each individual. There
was, of course, a committee on resolutions which
met and screened resolutions.
Screened them for what?
Well, get them into shape and make sure there
weren't. . . I mean you might have the same resolution
almost exactly except for a few words coming out of
the black caucus, Chicano caucus, and native American
women's caucus--Resolved: the forces of racism have
conspired to discriminate against black women, Chicano
women, you know. They might be almost exactly the
same thing, so it could be combined into one reso-—
lution so that you didn't have 90,000 resolutions
instead of about 900 (laughter). But you have to
have committees on resolutions to get things ironed
out,

But they weren't censoring for anything?
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Well no, oh, no, but there are some things that
are appropriate, Like for example, I didn't see
Debbie Leonard. . . do you know who Debbie Leonard
is? She was running on the Socialist Workers Party
ticket for governor of Texas. Debbie hounded us
unmercifully all year last year. She was really
pissed off because the Texas delegation supported
Sissy. Well, Debbie was kind of omnipresent at
the Texas organizing conventionm at Eastfield
College. I don't remember seeing Debbie in Houston.
But if Debbie had been there and if she could have,
she would have presented a resolution--Resolved:
The National Women's Political Caucus supports
Debbie Leonard for governor of the State of Texas.
I mean that sort of thing, yes, there's cemsorship,
they're screening out. You can't have special
interests for one particular person. Welve got
enough stuff that's really important that needs to
be thrashed out.

You have to remember this is our first comvention,
and we had to develop all of our rules., When we
walked in there and first met, of course, we were
going under Robert's Rules of Order. But we had to

develop a constitution. It wasn't like our future
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conventions will be, where we will have more of
what might be termed action resolutioms. This
was actually an organizing comvention, to get our
ground rules down for the future. We're going
to have another convention in January or February.
It's going to be in St. Louis. Then following
that we will have one every two years. But we
felt like we needed to have amother one in '74.
[Break in conversation]

Ricketson: The woman's name you were looking for was Helen
Cassidy. I looked that up during the pause.

You mentioned awhile ago about what you
termed superstars sort of trying to stay in the
background to some degree. Did anybody emerge as the
real power, either obviously or behind the scenes?
Or both?

Bendslev: Well, Sissy Farenthold was elected as national
chairwoman. It was really surprising to me to
see the amount of support that Sissy had through-
out the nation. I didn't know that she was as
well-known nationwide as she obviously was. Of
course, she did come in second to Eagleton in the
balloting at the national Democratic convention,

80 a lot of people knew her. Most women that
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belong to the National Women's Political caucus
are Democrats or radicals (laughter).
Or radical Democcrats.
Yes. 8o quite a few people know Sissy. In Texas
there are too few active Republican women. And
I'd say probably even fewer comservative Democratic
women than Republican women.
That was one of the questions I was going to get
around to. All through the literature they keep
talking about the necessity for, shall we say,
breadening the base of the caucus, getting a broader
representation, Comment on that.
Okay. 1 think it's very necessary. We just don't
seem to be able to get the response from the more
conservative women, and maybe that's because they're
just not really into the movement. Thus, you have
people like Jill Ruckelshaus, who after the Saturday
night massacre may not be as much of a Republican
as she was before. I don't know. Her husband was
the one that was fired along with Richardson by
Nixon over the Cox thing.
That's what you were referring to as the Saturday

night massacre?
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Jill Ruckelshaus has been very active in the
National Women's Political Caucus, and she
certainly is a comservative Republican.
Have you had contact or heard anything about her
since the "Saturday night massacre,” that you base
your statement on?
No, no (laughter).
That was supposition?
Yes.
I thought it was but I wanted to clarify that.
I was going to call the local newspaper and give
them the scoop (laughter).
But we just have very few. Betty Andujar, here,
our state senator, is a Republican. Betty has
come to a couple of our local caucus meetings.
The Fort Worth caucus?
Right. I believe that she's a member, but she's
not active. 1In private conversations that I have
had with Betty, I have had the impression that
she is not very liberated. That might not be fair
of me to say that, but I really feel like it.
Because any time a woman talks to me about, "My
husband spent $40,000 last year for me to rum for

this office". . . I don't know.
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You feel like she should say, "I spent $40,000"
or something?
Or "We spent” or "John spent” or whatever her
husband's name is. It just sounds like he's given
me a toy. But that's just my own personal view.
I mean they've got a lot of money, and so she can
run for office. He can pay for it because he's
made a lot of momey. I just sort of had the
impression that maybe it was kind of that she was
bored with her clubs or something. This 1s not
to say that Betty hasn't done a good job. I think
she has done well in the Senate. I would just
like to see her more committed to women's issues.
She has not to my knowlédge ever come out strongly
like, for example, Chris Miller has done, and
really aligned herself with the women's movement
per se. Frankly I resent women politicians that
don't. I see it as a lack of committment on their
part,
Okay. Realizing this will be a persomal statement
and from your point of view, for yourself define
liberation in the sense that you used it to say
that Betty Andujar is not very liberated. Define the

term for yourself,
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Bendslev: I see liberation as independence from traditional
roles, in that if a woman is liberated, she doesn't
depend upon somebody because they are the man in
her life. Everybody has to depend on other people.
We always do. Nobody can be completely independent.
But I think that one of the facets of being liberated
is that you don}t depend on somebody just because
he happens to be your husband. Liberation in that
sense 1s not casting other people in roles and
expecting them to come up to certain role expectations
that are impersonal, really. He's my husband so
he ought to do this. Or he is a husband is what
you're really saying, and he ought to do this.
Or I am a woman; I should do this. He is a man,
and he should do that. If we get into me defining
liberation we could probably go on for three hours.

Ricketson: No, let's not, I got to transcribe this goddamn
thing, so don't take three hours. I did want to
get just a general idea of what your concept of it
is.

Bendslev:  Also, in that I don't think that Betty Andujar is
committed to seeing that all women become free to
be whatever they choose to be.

Ricketson: 1Is that what you meant by the term "women's issues'?
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Bendslev: Probably. I don't remember exactly what I said
but probably.

Ricketson: Well, you said something to the effect, I believe,
that she was not committed to "women's issues."

Bendslev: That's exactly what I meant, Okay. Betty is not
committed to reproductive freedom. I don't mean
that she's not committed to abortion because that's
an individual decision each woman has to make for
herself. 1T consider the feminist point of view to
be that you should be free to have an abortion if
you choose and never have a child in your life.
Or to use any contraceptive that you choose and if
that fails, to have an abortion. Or that you should
be free, if you choose to, to have fifteen kids
whether or not you're married. That's my idea of
the feminist position on sexual reproduction,
reproductive freedom, Personally, I feel that it
would be irresponsible for anyone to have fifteen
children (laughter), but I fully support a woman
that wants to if she chooses to, as much as I
support a woman that chooses not to have any.

Ricketson: That pretty well covers your definition of "women's
issues" then?

Bendslev: Just reproductive freedom? Oh, no.

Ricketson: Okay. Well, keep talking thenm (laughter).
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Bendslev: There's the equal legal rights amendment which was

passed in Texas. There's an equal rights amendment
to the Constitution of the United States which has
not been ratified by a sufficient number of states
to become part of the Constitution yet. I think
that anybody in as potentially visible a position,
with as much potential power as the position of
state senator has, which is pretty powerful within
the state anyway, should come out very strongly
in favor of the equal rights amendment. I think
that anybody that has any position or power or
clout at all that's really committed to feminist
issues should come out totally in favor of a
number of other things.

If T were a state senator, I would immediately
introduce a bill that would prevent any school
system from using any state funds in areas that were
divided along sexist lines, like the thousands and
thousands of dollars that are spent on male football
and the pennies that are spent, even if that much,
on support of a girl's basketball team or girl's
volleyball team, something like this. The thousands
of dollars in a lot of school districts that are

spent on setting up shop classes which in a surprising
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number of places girls simply are not allowed to
enroll in. I would come out very, very strongly
to see that I could do everything I could to get
sexist textbooks, racist textbooks, out.

I would do everything T could to establish
a Bill of Rights for children. I think it's part
of the fabric of our male chauvinist society that
children are treated like dogs. They really are.
If you're a child, you really don't have any rights
at all, All of a sudden you're eighteen and you
magically have rights. I think children are
individuals. I think that it's part of the male
supremist idea that within your traditional home
situation, the father is lord and master of not
only the wife but of the children., I think children
should have more rights. Particularly in my job,
I work with parents that really do not see that
their children have rights as individuals, and this
1s part of the problem. With the people I work with,
it's come to the point where it's become an obvious
abuse, and even our sexist society rebels against it.
But it's really just an intemsification of the
prevailing thought within the family structure as

it's set up in socilety today--that children really
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don't have any rights as individuals, that they're
not really separate human beings, that they somehow
belong to the parents, and most particularly to
the father, to do with what he will. I don't know
exactly what I would do, but if I were in the state
Senate, I would do something. I'd have a thousand
bills up before the Legislature.

Children are particularly a women's issue.
If I were in the political area I would have a bill
before the Legislature right now to separate
children's services, protective services particularly,
to separate these from the Welfare Department. In
fact, to separate it to a certain extent from the
Mental Health Department. Where we would have mental
health clinics and mental health hospitals for
children and for adolescents and where we would have
protective services, child welfare services, under
a completely separate set up within the state with
our own funding and our own administration particularly
geared towards children.

So there's a lot of things that T think a
woman should do. If you're a woman and you're in
a position of power, which very few of us are,

you damn well ought to do it,
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And vyou don't think Betty is?
Not nearly, not 10 per cent of what I think she
ought to do.
Evaluate Chris Miller by the same gtandards from
your polnt of view.
I think Chris could probably do 50 per cent more
than she's doing now.
How well do you know Chris and Betty?
I know Betty, like to say, '"Hello Betty,” and she
knows me well enough teo say, "Helle Linn." I
know Chris a lot better, which is maybe why it makes
it harder. . . it's more difficult for me to be as
hard on Chris because I do know her personally.
Chris is committed to women's issues, and she has
come out, and she has stood up before the city
council in Fort Worth to defend. . . what was the
woman's name, Dratty. . . Dratty was fired by the
county clerk because. . . I think she said he told
her to make some changes in election returns. They
gave her a lie detector test., . . the results were
not conclusive that he had done this, but they
were conclusive that she had made the changes, I
think, (laughter) and so she got fired. She's been

charged with something or the other, and it's been
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like two years, and she's never come up to trial.
But she was indicted for something or the other.

Chris has gotten up and come out and said
things and been real forthright. Chris introduced
legislation to enable single persons to homestead
and this has become part of the state eonstitution
now. The bill was passed in this last batch of
constitutional amendments that we voted on a week
or two ago. This was the first bill that Chris
ever introduced into the Legislature.

So I think Chris does everything that she
can. She hasn't been in there long enocugh.

Betty hasn't ever done anything specifically
for women that I know of, that I can think of.
She hasn't necessarily been against. She's voted
for things that other people have introduced, but
she hasn't taken a stand like Chris has and come
out and initilated legislation,

Were both of them at the convention in Houston?
No, Betty was not there.

But Chris was?

Chris was. .

How active has Chris been in the caucus?
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Bendslev: Well, she's been as active as she could be. Chris
was very active at the Texas Convention in Eastfield
in March of 1972, Chris was one of the people that
had made the arrangements for us to have that convention.
I think the original meeting with a small group of
just twenty or twenty-five people was in November of
'71. They initiasted plans to have the organizing
convention of the Texas Women's Political Caucus at
Eastfield College in March of '72. Chrils was one of
the initiators. I think that I heard--I wasn't living
here at the time, so I don't know--that Chris had
gone to Washington, D. C., to find out how to organize
it.

Ricketson: Find out from who?

Bendslev: From National, when National first got started. I've
known Chris for about six years. I've known Chris
since about 1967.

Ricketson: On a pretty good friendship basis? Or working
together basis?

Bendslev: Well, friendship. Of course, I didn't see her very
much. I met her through some mutual friends and
through my family, my mother, in '67. But then I
was living in Corpus, and I didn't see her for a

while. 1In fact, I hadn't seen Chris in a couple
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of years when I first saw her at the Eastfield
convention. But I had heard about her and about
what she was dolng and everything prior to that
time.

Ricketson: At the convention. . . you mentloned some of the
sort of hectle atmosphere. . . fifty-five different
things going on at once. I'm trylng to figure out
how to ask the question without answering it
myself, or giving away an answer I would expect.
What were the relationships between different
political orientation groups generally? Do you
understand what I'm asking?

Bendslev: Yes, you wanted to know that if you were a Democrat,
did you only associate with Democrats.

Ricketson: That and what were your feelings towards. . . was
there a general feeling of temnsion, or was there a
general feeling of sisterhood?

Bendslev: Most of us were Democrats (laughter). But, yes,
there was a general feeling of sisterhood definitely.
There was a tremendous amount of warmth. You would
walk up and somebody would say, "Hey" and you would
say, "Hey, come to the room and have a drink," and
you didn't even know who they were or where they
were from. But, no, there wasn't a lot of hostility

along those lines at all.
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There was an issue that I think there was more
intense feeling about, at least within the Texas
caucus. It came up later when the Chicanos
presented a resolution that they be allowed tc form
their own caucuses separate and apart from any other
local caucus that existed. Some of us were quite
upset at that. I was very upset. I was enraged,
in fact, primarily because 1 felt like so many of
us had bent over backwards to try to get them a
fair shake, And they were more or less slapping
us in the face. The wording of their resolution
was something to the effect of: all of you white
people are sexist, you know, you Anglos are sexist,
and you eirher let us have separate caucuses, oOr
we're going to walk out. And my reaction was:
don't let the door hit you in the ass, sister, as
you leave (laughter). That's just exactly how I
felt about it.

Like I say, I was particularly upset about
it because this is something that refers again back
to Eastfield, within Texas, because the largest
number of Chicanos were from Texas. The Chicanos
had a very big delegation at Eastfield for the

organizing convention, They had come up there on
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a prayer and shoestring. They had no money. They
were 99 per cent of them from the La Raza Unida
Party. They had been working real hard to organize.
They came to Eastfield.

The two local caucuses that were the hest
organized were the Dallas caucus and the Houston
caucus, and they were fighting tooth and toenail
for control at the state level. It was really
incredible, the fight that was going on, Dallas
was screaming money, money, money. We have spent
all this money and now everybody's got to contribute
from this point on, and there's got to be dues, and
there's got to be 85 dues or $2 dues or something
like this. Houston was saying there shouldn't be
any dues at all. The Chicano delegation, which was
mostly from the valley, was saying we don't have any
money. We've got people that don't have %2 at a
whack to put down. Scme of us in the Fort Worth
delegation worked out a compromise on this issue,.

In fact, what we did was to support the Chicano
delegation and the Houston delegation and say that,
no, there should be no compulsory dues because we
realize that there are sisters among us that don't
have $2—-—and there are. They just don't have $2.

We had worked real hard on this.
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What was the compromise? Voluntary dues or something
of that nature?

No, it was that half of the local dues not to exceed
$1 will go to the state caucus, bpt you didn't have

to have any dues at all if you didn't want to at the
local level. So you could have a fifty cent a year
dues if you wanted to, and for every member you would
send a quarter a year to the caucus, the state caucus.
This was the compromise. Because what Dallas had
wanted was mandatory $1 a year per person or $2 a year
per person to the state office or something like this.
Other people just simply couldn't afford to do that.
And a lot of us felt, and I think rightly so, that they
could work. There were a lot of people that could
give of their time when they didn't have any money.
How was the Chicano thing resolved? Let's stay with
the Chicano stuff until we finish it.

Okay. There was the issue of the dues. There was
also the issue that the Chicanos felt that if the
caucus at Bastfield voted to endorse candidates in the
upcoming gubernatorial races, the primaries, and then
in the gubernatorial race in 1972. . . if we voted

to endorse candidates, that would mean because the

preponderance of people there were Democrats that we
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would endorse Democratic candidates, and that it would
be the same as a vehicle for the Democratic Party.
Okay, most of the Chicanos were from La Raza, and
they rightfully, I think, felt that they didn't want
the Texas Women's Political Caucus to be a vehicle
for the Democratic Party.

My primary motivation for going to Eastfield was
that T wanted to get endorsement for Sissy because I
was already active and working in her campaign., I
went to Eastfield and I found out a couple of things.
One, I found out that Chris Miller was much against
endorsement. She did not feel that the Texas Women's
Political Caucus should come out and endorse anybody.
Chris had a number of reasons for thinking this. One,
she felt we hadn't been organized long enough that we
couldn't look into the issues, that we couldn't really
make a rational decision on who it should be. Although
Chris never came out and said it, everybody knows that
one of the reasons was that she was running for office
herself, and its very bad if you're running for office
to align yourself with any other candidate because if
they happen to go down so do you. If they happen to
take a stand that you don't want to take, your potential

supporters are still going to identify you with the stand
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that the other person you're supporting for office
took. So for that reason and for the fact that she
really honestly felt like we didn't have enough broad
knowledge of the candidates and enough time to get
it together, she didn't want us to endorse. There
were a lot of us that wanted endorsement, and we
wanted it for Sissy.

So I got to Eastfield on the first day. I guess
the first day was a Friday, and I just kind of wandered
and mingled, and T found that 1t was about fifty-fifty
for and against the endorsement. And I found out that
E. V. Chapa and Alma Canales and the other leaders of
the Chicano group were against endorsement for the
reasons that I've already told you,

I got back to Fort Worth, and about two o'clock
in the morning I called Dorothy BRlibose, or, no, I
called Betty Fisher, who I had been working with on
Sissy's campaign, and told her that it looked real bad
for endorsement. She called Dorothy Dubose, and
Dorothy called me back about three o'clock in the
morning and said, "I will meet you there at eight
o'clock at Eastfield. I wasn't going to come over,
but I will meet you, and let's see what we can do."

So we got over there the next morning, and we got

together with Alma Canales and with E. V. Chapa, and
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we worked out a compromise where if the Chicano delegation
would support endorsement, we would support a resolution
endorsing Alma Canales for the lieutenant governor's
race, Endorsement means not just come out in the paper
and say it but also contribute money, which wasn't so
important for Sissy, but it was pretty important for
Alma, La Raza was pretty broke.
La Raza was not a wealthy. . .
But we felt like that if they would come out and support
endorgsement and support Sissy for the governor's race,
then we would support Alma because we felt that these
were the two women who were best qualified for these
two positions and that the Political Caucus should give
of their support. [End of side one]

Where were we? We had got to the point where we
had worked out the compromise for the support of Alma
Canales. Okay. That was at Eastfield. Now the reason
s0 many of us felt like we had been stabbed in the
back. . . do you have a copy in the material I gave
you of the Chicano resolution?

Yes, you want to see that?
Yes, let me see that. Okay. The part that caused the
most, I would say, emotional upheaval was this resolution:

whereas, the Chicanos have specific political priorities
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unique to the Chicano experience In the United States,
let it therefore be resolved that in those states where
Chicanos reside, Chicano Political Caucuses will be
established and maintained on equal basis with other
state caucuses.

This does not sound inflammatory in itself, but
the rhetoric that went on at the microphones when this
was presented was extremely aggravating to say the
least. It was said that in Texas we had discriminated
against the Chicanos within the Political Caucus, not
within the body politic as a whole or the state as a
whole, but that within the caucus that we had been
discriminatory, that we had put them down, that we
didn't know what their needs were, that their needs
were separate and different from ours, and that they
should have a separate power structure completely.
They still wanted access to what they were referring
to as the Anglo power structure within the Women's
Political Caucus, but they also wanted their own separate
organization set up.

We had worked so hard to try to get them into
working with us, a lot of us had, because we didn't
feel like we could have a viable Women's Political

Caucus if any ome group of women were excluded.
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The way that it was put to us was that either. . .
and I think it was E. V., it may have been somebody
else who got up and said to the effect, either give
us this or we're walking out. And I thought, you
know, what I said before. Take off! Because I
didn't feel like they had approached the convention
itself, or had appreoached the caucus itself, in a real
spirit of sisterhood, but that they were still
patticularly hung up in fighting the racist things
that had been going on with them and that they wanted
separateness.

I feel 1ike we have worked too many years in this
country for. . . well, in our society for thousands
of years women have been separated by phoney things
from each other. The social structure, the social
position of the husband, or the dominant male, that
meant that one woman could not associate with another
woman hecause one woman's husband or father was president
of the bank and the other woman's husband or father was
a garbage collector. We've always been kept separate.
The whole thing that the Political Caucus and the
whole women's movement is about is to get women together.
And when one group of women stands up and says we don't
want to be together, we want to take advantage of what

you can give us, but we want to be separate, then it
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was my thought that you just go right ahead because
you're not really sisters anyway.

As it has turned out over the past vear, those
of us who reacted that way have seen that the Chicanos
were reacting to some things that we were not aware
of that had happened at the comvention. They were
more emotional. There has been no separate structure
set up in Texas. We're all working together. But
at the time, as far as I was concerned, they could
leave. If they didn't want to come in sisterhood and
work together, then they could go on. There was so
much emphasis in their entire presentation of being
separate and of feeling comnsidtently put down. I think
that to a certain extent its true that our Chicano
sisters have not come as far as Anglo women and as
black women have because of the peculiar nature of
the Chicano culture--and it's so super, super machismo——
that they have not broken away from that as much as
black women and as Anglo women have broken away. They
are still much more dominmated by the male in their
structure. A lot of the Chicanos. . . no, let me say
some of the Chicanos were more interested in using the
National Women's Political Caucus and the Texas Women's
Political Caucus to fprther the aims of La Raza rather

than to further the aims of all women.
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But the split has not developed. They got what
they wanted, they got the okay to form a separate
caucus, and they haven't done it. And I think that's
fine. Maybe they were just saying, ''Tell us we can
and that will show us that you would let us, and we
won't need to." I don't know. But I know that I
was extremely upset about it at the time.

One of the things that really upset me was that
they were making allegations that Sissy Farenthold
was racist. And I don't believe this to be true at
all. I have never heard or even read of anything that
Sissy Farenthold has ever said that could be construed
to be racist, so I felt like this was very unfalr.
They were threatening to withhold their support of
her as she was running for national chairperson.
They demanded that she come and speak to them and
answer their charges. They were doing a lot of demanding.
And that sort of irritated you?
I don't like that worth a damn, no. I mean if somebody
gets up and starts screaming and shouting and demanding
things, I just say, you know, have a lot of fun, scream.
I will do a lot of things if I'm asked and not a damn
thing if I'm told I have to, even if it might be

something I wanted to do anyway.
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Ricketson: Do you feel like that covers the Chicanos?

Bendslev:  Yes, I think that that covers that. It's real
interesting to me that the split has not developed.

It was really a rabid issue. Everybody was going
around. . .

Ricketson: 1It's just sort of gome away with time?

Bendslev: It's just sort of gone away, yes.

Ricketson: Give me a little bit of .information on what happened
and what went on at the workshops you attended at
the convention.

Bendslev: Well, I attended the employment workshop. . . have
you got a list of the workshops? Let me see that
folder again. T know that I worked in more than that.

In the employment workshop we discussed mainly
national legislation because there were people from
all over. We discussed the implications of the equal
rights amendment. We discussed the national legislation
that had taken place within the last, say, five years
or so--where it's illegal to discriminate in hiring
or promotion on the basis of sex and what you can do
about it. Any company that has a government contract
1s compelled to be non-sexist in their hiring and
promotion practices. Certain large companies are also

under obligation to provide help, like meeting rooms
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and things like this, as part of their compliance with
the act, to aid women's groups.

Ricketson: Is this sort of an educational things--what resources
were available then?

Bendslev: Right. I spoke to certain things that have taken
place in Texas, lawsuits that have been filed and
been found in favor of women.

Ricketson: Such as?

Bendslev: I knew you were going to ask me that (laughter). Okay,
we have had. . . I've gone completely blank, Emory
. . . there've been several though.

Ricketson: We'll let it go at that. If you don't remember,
that's all right.

Bendslev: I really should have brought some material from home.
I've got a lot of material on that. But we'd just
have some specific things, things like. . . I don't
know. Also, I went to the credit workshop.

Ricketson: What was that like?

Bendslev: It was basically the same. We talked about things like
how to get a telephone in your own name if you're a
woman. How to get credit. How to threaten to sue,
even if you're not really sure you can. You can do
that, One of the women in our office got a divorce

about a year ago, and she had always paid all the bills.
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When they first got married, they had lived in another
town. Her husband was in graduate school, and she
was working, and she paid all the bikls, wrote all
the checks, and everything. When he graduated and they
moved to Fort Worth, they did not have to have a
deposit when they got theilr phone hecause they had had
a phone in this other town. When they got a divorce,
she wanted the phone changed into her own name and
they demanded a $50 deposit from her. They said
they'd accept her father's signature, but her father
was dead and the mother had continued to carry the
phone in his name. They would have let the mother
sign, I guess, as Mrs. So-and-so. But T called the
phone company and pretended to be this woman that
works in the office and asked for a supervisor and
told them that I was going to file suit if they didn't
give me the phone in my own name without a deposit
because I was the one who always paid the bills, that
I had the cancelled checks to prove it, that I was
steadily employed, that I refused to acquiesce to them
discounting my participaticn in the economic maintenance
of the marriage now that we were getting a divorce.
And they agreed to let her have the phone in her

name.
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Ricketson: Were most of the workshops educational in nature, in
that sense?

Bendslev: Yes, there were follow-ups. . . most of the workshops
were headed by people that had experience in that area.
For example, how to run and win. . . campaign organiza-
tions. . . people that had run for office or people
that had been campaign managers had already been lined
up, and they told you how to do it.

There was the. . . I'm trying to find the [in

the papers from the convention]. . . okay, the right
to sexual privacy. I sat in briefly on that workshop.
I left the credit discrimination workshop and went into
the workshop briefly on sexual privacy. That was
primarily involved with the lesbian issue, the right
to sexual privacy was. I later went to a caucus, a
meetipg, designed for heterosexuals and lesbians to
get together and rap and talk about their feelings.
When they met somebody that was lesbian, what kind
of reaction. The lesbians’ reaction to certain things
that heterosexuals felt. It was very informative.

Ricketson: What were some of the things that were discussed at
that?

Bendslev: One of the big things that everybody kind of tuned in

on and really got a pretty long, pretty lengthy discussion
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going on was the hassle of raising children, as a
single woman, particularly the lesbians. The particular
hassles and problems that they were having raising
their children. Because most lesbians have kids.
And most of them are ralsing their children. The
fathers don't have custody, the mothers have custody.
It was very interesting to hear the problems that they
had been having. I could relate a lot to the problems
that they were having because what they were trying
to do would be to raise their children as non-sexist,
non-racist. This is exactly what I'm trying to do with
my children. And the hassles iIn the particular areas
. . + like those of us that live in Texas have got a
big problem trying to raise a non-sexist, non-racist
child because of all the influence from school and
from the neighborhoocd. You can try to teach certain
values at home, but you're just not with the kid
that much. It's the same sort of thing in the lesbian
household. They try to raise their children in a non-
sexist manner, and then, of course, they have even
more problems because lots of times people in the
neighborhood know and the kids know. So their children
get a lot of hassle at school and in the neighborhood
about, you know, your mother's a "dyke," and this sort

of thing.
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There was a lot of real interesting discussion
that got started about people coming out as lesbians
and the additional hassles that they had to go through
to pretend and ‘to put up the facade of being hetero-
sexual. . . because if anybody at work begins to get
the i1dea that they are lesbians. . . Bam!!
There goes the job.
Yes, 1n many cases, there goes the job. And the
tremendous hassle that they have to go through. And
how they may want to have friends, female friends,
not lovers but friends, but so many heterosexual women,
the minute that they find out that this woman is a
lesbian, immediately begin to think she's on the make
for them. And how it can become very lomnely not to
have any friends. Same thing with men, the lesbians
may want to have male friends, and the minute the
men find out that this woman is a lesbian, it freaks
them out and really ruins, in many cases, the friendship.

So it was very interesting. Very enlightening.
I think that 1if I were a lesbian that there are other
places I would rather live than in Texas (laughter}.
I can understand that.
Like California maybe or Boston. I met quite a few

women from Boston that were lesblans, and the atmosphere
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apparently is pretty open and free up there. Particu-
larly within the academic community there's not as much
hassle as goes on down here.
You were telling me the other day a little bit about
the hassle that came up with the hotel about paging.
Oh, my God!
You want to go through that for the record?
All right. The convention coordinator at the hotel,
her name was Mary Beth, or Mary Belle, or Mary Lee,
or. . . I don't remember exactly. But anyway, she
had made arrangements for us tobbe paged if we received
telephone calls or if somebody was looking for us.
Okay, there were about 2,000 of us at the Rice Hotel,
and most of us had our rooms at the Rice Hotel. It
seems that their policy, a standing policy at the
Rice Hotel from the time the thing was built, was that
women were not paged. The manager said that it would
lead to people being followed to their rooms or some
kind of shit like that. I don't remember exactly.
But we had the distinct feeling it was because they
were very much afraid that prostitutes would base
themselves at the hotel, and then their customers
could page them, and they could come and meet them for
their assignation. We considered it to be a great

insult that they did not consider that. . . in fact,
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I was having a conversation with the hotel manager and
I told him this. I said that we considered it an
insult that they considered that women could have no
legitimate business other than that of a sexual nature.
The dear little man was about fifty and very middle
class, and he nearly had apoplexy when I said that.
I thought I had phrased it very diplomatically. T
went on to tell him that we'd sue him if he fired
the girl, the woman, excuse me, for having taken it
upon herself to make this change in policy.
What woman was this?
The convention coordinator at the hotel.
So this was the employee of the hotel that was
coordinating the convention.
Yes.
Had he threatened to fire her?
Yes. They had told him that she had better not be
(laughter). The whole convention was pretty much
up in arms about it. Well, it was really absurd,
I mean you had people that were business wumen,
people involved in government, like Chris Miller
and many other legislators from places, Bella Abzug.
And this man is saying if Bella Abzug, who's a

United States Congresswoman, gets a telephone call,
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they're not going to page her. It was really just
like out of the dark ages. It was absurd (laughter).
I would think that he was fortunate that you confronted
him rather than Bella, for example.
Probably (laughter). Yes. But it was farcical. I
think that the Rice Hotel was rather overwhelmed
(laughter). They had not expected 2,000 people who
also happened to be women, who also were liberated,
pretty radical women, to descend upon their heads
(laughter). All in all, I wouldn't ever go back
there again (laughter).
In line with that, do you see much hope for the caucus
broadening its base?
Getting other women in? Yes, T definitely think
so because women's 1ib is not radical anymore.
Almost anything new when it first comes on the scene
is considered radical, way-out. You have to be kind
of welrd to be involved. But then after awhile it
becomes pretty much commonplace and acceptable, and
the people that weren't going to align themselves
with anything new, after they've heard of this for
five or six years--and the women's liberation
movement 1s about that old really--they start

accepting it. TIt's not new anymore, and the more
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timid among us will align themselves. I think that
any woman, whether she's liberated or not, once she
becomes involved in the movement is going to become
liberated.

Like one of the things that we have are conscious-—
ness-raising groups. You take the most conservative
middle class housewife from the heart of Colleyville,
Texas, and get her to attend a consciousness-ralsing
group regularly for six weeks, and she will click.

She either won't come anymore, or she will become

part of the movement. I'm not saying she has to
divorce her husband and desert her kids and all this
kind of stuff because that's not really what the
movements about. Marriage, if that is what you choose
as your life style, is perfectly accepted with everybody.
It's just that so damn many women never have any choice.
I think that probably the women's liberation movement
has had a lot to do with the increasing divorce rate

in this country. It has created an awareness on the
part of the women because they never really had a
choice, The thing that you did was you got out of

high school, or you had two years of college, or

maybe you graduated from college, and then you got

married. And that was what you did, and there was
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not ever any alternative really that was acceptable.
S0 you did it. But now that there are acceptable
alternatives a lot of people. . . and I'm not sure
but that in these marriages that are dissclving that
the men aren't just as happy as the women to get out
of them, in lots of cases. But there's an alternative
life style available now, and you're not the only
one that's pursuing it. So I think it's got a lot
to do with, . . but they weren't good marriages anyway.
Yes, I think we're going to broaden our base.

There's a whole lot of people that belong to the
caucus now that I didn't know a year ago.

Ricketson: How about some of the other political names? Let
me just mention a few, and tell me if they were there
or 1f you had any contact with them. Barbara Jordan?

Bendslev: Oh, yes, Barbara was there,

Ricketson: Pretty active?

Bendslev: I'm sure she was there. Yes, Barbara was there, yes.

Ricketson: Did you have any contact with her?

Bendslev: No.

Ricketson: Know to what extent she participated, or what caucus
or. . .

Bendslev: No. I didn't have any contact with the black caucus.

Ricketson: Eddie Johnson?
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Eddie Bernice Johnson?
Yes.
I don't remember if Eddie Bernice was there or not.
I know her from Democratic polities rezl well. We
got her in as vice chairperson of the State Democratic
Convention in '72 and ousted Roy Orr. It was a
coalition of McGovern and Wallace people that got
Eddie Bernice in.

Eddie has said, I believe, and this is not a
direct quote, that she feels while she does feel a
commitment to the black movement first and that the
black movement at this time is her priority.

How about Sarah Weddington?

I'm sure that she was there. I didn't have any contact
with her.

Sinfronia Thompson?

I don't know her personmally. I know who she is.

Do you know if she was at the conventian?

I don't know.

Why don't you sum up what you think the major
accomplishments of the convention were.

The convention, the National Convention? Well,
there were some things that were not real concrete.

Things like getting to know people, other women,
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from all across the United States. Really getting
to know them as individuals. Understanding the
hassles that each particular. . . okay, it's not
really a state-by~state thing but more on a2 region-
by-region thing, the hassles that women have to put
up with in each particular region, like the deep
South, the Southwest, the far West, are different
because the life styles are different and expectations
are different, But once you start talking to people
from all across the United States, you realize that
there are a lot of things that are the same, and it
doesn't make any difference which area you live in.
There are differences, but underneath it's all the
same, and you've all been putting up with the same
kind of stuff, all had the same problems. And you've
had a lot of the same rewards, too. And it doesn't
really matter whether you're black or brown or you're
Anglo or you're from Maine or you're from Texas.
You'te a woman and you know that you have sisters
that are concerned for the same issues.

On a more concrete level the main thing. . .
well, hell, the resolutions. . . we didn't even get
through all the resolutions when everybody had to

start leaving on Sunday night. So we didn't get all
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the resolutions taken care of. . . with finally a
resolution that we would let the resolution committee
or something (laughter) decide on which ones were
going to be passed. There were just so many.

But what we really did was we got a working
constitufion. What it means is that when we have our
next convention in about two or three months, say
three months from now, we are not going to have to
go through the step-by-step hassle to decide who is
a delegate, how do you vote. All of this parlimentary
crap just piles up the first convention that you have.
The first organizing convention should be scheduled
for three days with everybody understanding that it's
going to last six. But everybody can't get away for
that long. But in three days you just. . . you get
no sleep. You try to hassle and get things all. ...
delegations, votes, voting strength, all this kind of
stuff, it's all pretty muchtbeen thrashed out.

Now we've got a structure, and I think that that
is, as far as concrete things go, that that's the most
important thing. It is the thing that came out of the
convention, that we have a structure. We defined
certain primary issues. I would say that the one

thing that everybody agreed on was that we were going
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to work for is passage of the equal rights amendment
to the U. S. Constitution. We passed some other
resolutions but really that was the most vital one
that applied across the board to everybody. And we
got our structure set up. Now we can really get down
to some action resolutions, I think, in our next
convention in '74. We can get some structure then
set up to implement some really important projects,
activist types of things, and start getting more done
instead of sitting around and talking, which is what

we've been doing a lot of. (laughter).
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Count-Me In!

_ __Please send me the name and address of my slate
and/or local caucus organization. | want to participate.

—_ Enclosed is my contribution. Please send me your

monthly newsletter. (Subscription fee: $10/year)
$100— $50-_ $25__ %15 _ $10__ Other
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Washington, D.C. 20036
{202) 785-2911

zip

e

2

il

FIRST
NATIONAL
CONVENTION
FEBRUARY 8-11 1973

THE RICE HOTEL
HOUSTON, TEXAS




THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

The National Women's Political Caucus was
med in July 1971 +to awaken, organize and as-
% the vast political power represented by wWo -
The organiza-

P
n==54% of the voting population. :
on is a coalition of women from various bgck—
ounds, economic levels, and political affilia-
0

ns who have united in the interest of all women,

I

s RS =2, IS
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et

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE ADOPTED JULY 11, 1971:

The Hational Women's Political Caucus hopes
to reach out to women across the country:

~-To every woman whose abilities have hegn
wasted by second class, subservient, underpa%d, or
powerless positions to which female human beings
LT onsigned

¥ C—To gver§ woman who sits at home with little
control cver her own life, much less the powerful
institutions of this country, wondering if there
ien't more 1o life than this.

~-To every woman who rust zo on welfare be-
cause, even when she can get a job, she makes about
hal?f the money paid to a man for the same work,

To every minority woman who has endurgd the
me of being twice-different from the white
ruling class. ) .
~To every woman who has experienced the ri-
1le or hostility reserved by this country--and
n by its political leaders—--for women who dare
xprese the hopes and ambitions that are na-

1 to every human being.

<

{

believe that women must take action to
£ainst sexism, racism, institutional vio-
poverty.. We will:

~Rally national and local support for the cam-
vaigns of @oméh-Candidates——federal, state, and
local--who declare themselves ready to fight for
the rights and needs of women, and of all under-

2presented groups.

eer —ggnfrogt our own varty structures, and, when
necessary, cross party lines or work outside for-
mal wolitical parties in support of such women.
~Train women +to
and 1oea]”1qygl_ﬁh_,*%ﬁqﬁmﬁc

unite =

organize caucuses on a atate do

—-Reform party structure to assure women of 311
ages, races and socio-economic groups equal voice
in decision-making and selection of candidates
at all levels~-federal, state, county and Pre-
cinct,

-Register new women voters and encourage
women to vote for women's Priorities,

-Raise women's issues in every election and
pPublicize the records on such issues of all male
and female candidates, so that they shall be
made to rise or fall on their position and action
for human equality,

-Give active support only to those candi-
dates for public or party office, whether male
or female, who support women's issues and employ
women in decision-making position on their ag-
ministrative and campaign staffs.

-Monitor the selection of delegates to the
Presidential nominating conventions for the pur-
pose of challenging those delegations where the
number and qualifications of the women delegates
are unacceptable, '

-Insist that there be no token female re-
presentation, that the women selected to give
equal voice to women actually represent the ,
views of women, and not merely to echo the un-- o
acceptable views of men, R

-Draft and support legislation to meet the: -
needs of women, R TR

~-Form coalitions with other oppressed groups
and all humane groups which share goals of R
fighting against racism, sexism, and violence |
and poverty, B

The Women's Caucus recognizes that candi-
dates must shape their platforms to meet the needs
of their constituencies, We also recognize,
however, that women have a clear community of .
interest, and we therefore put forth--to state-
and local caucuses for their consideration--the
following issues as guidelines to the kinds of
concerns we believe women must have as women,
not as imitators of the traditional male style
and male politic: , o i o




guarantee equality of women under the law by
eliminating inequities in federal, state, and
local legislation regarding sex,

~Repeal of all laws that affect a woman's
right to decide her own reproductive and sexual
life,

—Amendment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
to eliminate discrimination against women in - >
lic education, public e
facilities, and all fedr

-Enforcement of al ,
anti-discrimination laws such as Tiveie vii oi
the Civil Rights Act, the Equal Pay Act, and the
executive orders referring to contract compliance
and government employme: - A ength-
Equal Employment Opport:
it "cease and desist" =

-Extension o

other . L 10w
Title VII.

-Elimination of all tax inequities that af-
fect women and children,

~Extension of the Equal Pay Act of 1963 to
cover all workers, including throse in Professioral
€ Uisrs ang adrinistrative po: tionsg, and .y

caiip v Trom Uy

e ea ¥ L wu.x.-_u,x.u,

e R N
rarm 1auurers,’and-employees of non~-profit insti-
tutions, who would therafore be acvo-ed by ihe
Eonal Pay Act.
“"rrease and extension.of

5u. ‘ S

TR A e .
resolution
late any nati. self-determinatio..,

-&n end 4. , @nd support for international
agreements to e the arms race; an end to the use
of physical viol -ce as a traditional "masculine"
‘Way of resolving :onfliet, .

-An end to the use of repressive measures

LEVelr ag..

‘education necessary tn .-

against persons who are Justly
social change in the U.Ss., inely
harrassment, "security" dossiepg, wiretapping
cogspiracytindictmentS, grand jyry investigations
and in partieular Persecution ,¢ i Z!
omern. ’ | Political pri
=An immed+® +- .3 COTerteqd effort to eng

©all Americans, with
at mothers ang infants,
‘enitive health care ’

concerned about
ding the use of

ior ail Almericang,

TALl necessary legis? “lon, enforcement ang

ey ‘veiour natural en-
all Americang based
icy by the National
i
v=controlled child
o the highest standardsg
cduc. ' e i development; free,
ceprencngiy, sommun ity “1led programs for

Ssenior citizens,

= An immediate angd concentrated effort to
end discrimination against femsleg and minorities

in all educational institwﬁiong, public and pri-

foeTnar stud nt. Lty and staff, with

S affirmative action
‘e reports on Present

~Fair treatment ol . ing women--regardless

2rnity benefits and voluniary parental leave
& oonildbivthy change of the Spcial Security
tem to end discrimination 2gainst families with
“ing women, and eliminatios of the economie
Shnh dugradatien of worsn, .
ol state funds for de-

»xecutive level of

-nitree equality and

velopiient o &
states and te.. LA
Justice for women, %
We recognize the economic burden of such
social change, but we believe this country's TO=




WOMEN & POLITICS 1972

iore women than ever before ran—-and won--
in the |1972 state and federal elections. Four-
teen women, nine of them incumbents, were elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives. The num-
mer of \women in state legislatures increased by
approximately 20 per cent, A woman, Probate

Judge Mary Coleman, was elected for the first

time tq the Michigan Supreme Court.

Jdining the nine women incumbents in Con-
gress are :

~Yvonne Braithwaite Burke (D. Calif.) a
state assembly.woman, Caucus member, and first
woman Eo co-chair the Democratic National Conven,;

-Marjorie Holt (R. Md.) a founder of the
Anne ATundle County Women's Political Caucus and
former county clerk of the Courts;

-Elizabeth Holtzman (D. N.Y.S, an attorney
who defeated Emanuel Cellar in-the primary;

-Barbara Jordan (D. Tx.), former President
Fro Tem of the Texas State Senate and first Black
woman ever to be elected to Congress from the
South;

-Pat Schroeder (D. Colo.) Denver lawyer

and founder of the Colorado Women's Political
Caucus,

The incumbent Congresswomen are: Lenore
Sullivan (D. Mo.), Chairperson of the House Mer
chant Marine and Fisheries Committee; .

~Patsy Mink (D. Ha.)

-Bella Abzug (D. N.Y.)

-Hdith Green (D. Ore.)

-3hirley Chisholm ED; NY.;‘

~-Margaret Heckler (R, Ma.
~#lla Grasso (D. Ca.)
~Martha Griffiths (D. Mich.)
-Julia Butler Hansen (D.;ﬁa.)

b e

TEXAS
WOMEN'S

TO

POLITICAL HousTon
CAUCUS

Chairperson:
Helen Cassidy

State Djirector:

Cathy Bonner

Treasurer:
Jeanne Necalse

1208 Baylor
Austin, Texas 78703

474-1798




THE EQUAL RIGHTS AME

NDMENT

"Equality of rights]
the law shkz1l not k
or abridged by they
States or by any St
account of sex."

i

under
e denied
United
ate on

The Equal Rights Amendment passed Congress af-
ter a considerable lotbying effort by the NWPC
and other women's groups. ToLbecome the 27th

Amendment to the Consitution,
ratified bty three-fouriths of
latures--38 states., To date,
passed the EBRA,* 15 more are

the ERA must be

the state legis-

23 states have
eeded! Lobbying

efforts must contlnue to grow| in intensity and

effectiveness. xx l

Anti-ERA forces appear to be well—financed and
organized. It will take considerable effort
to counter their propaganda ahd insure the
amendment's passage in your state. Here are
some important tips to keep in mind:

-know the opposition

-organize a coalition effort

-get the press on your

aside

~solicit the Governor's public support
-meet with each state legislator

~be prepared to testify at hearings
—attend the vote and make sure your

legislators know you

are there

For more information on the ERA and how to lobby
for it contact the Natiornal Office:

1302-18th Street’

Washington, D, C
202-785-2911

*Alaska, California, Colorado
Idaho, Towa, Kansas, Kentucky
Massachusetts, Nebraska, New
New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Texas, West Virginia, Wisconsi}

**For detailed state by state
in convention packet,

NW #603
, 20036

, Delaware, Hawaii,

, Maryland, Michigan,
Hamphire, New Jersey,
Island, Tennessee,
L1, Wyoming

rundown see sheet
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In 1848 American women convened a women's
political convention in Seneca Falls, New York.
Following is "The Declaration of Rights and Sen-

timents" issued at the conclusion of that conven-—
tien: )

The history of mankind is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations on the part of men to-
ward women, having in direct object the estab-
lishment of an absolute tyranny over her, To
prove this, let facts be submitted...:

He never permitted her to exercise her inalienable
right to the elective franchise. He has compelled
her to submit to laws, in the formation of which
she has no voice. '

Having deprived her of this first right of a citi-
zZen...he has oppressed her on all sides. He has
made her, if married, in the eye of the law, ci-
villy dead. He has taken from her all right in
property, even to the wages she earns.... In tre
covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise
obedience to her husband..,,the law giving him PO~
wer to deprive her or her liberty, and to adminis-
ter chastisement,....He has monopolized nearly all
the profitable employments, He closes against her
all the avenues to wealth and distinction whieh

he considers most honorable to himself, As a tea-
cher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not
known.

He has created a false public sentiment by giving
to the world a different code of morals for men
and women, by which moral delinquencies which ex-
clude women from society, are not only tolerated,
but deemed of little account in men,

He ‘hag usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself,
claiming it as his right to assign to her a sphere
of action, when that belongs to her conscience and
to her God.

He has endeavored in every way he could to destroy
Wer confidence in her own powers, to lessen her
self-respect, and to make her willing %to lead an
abject and dependent 1life.

-1848
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NATIONAL POLICY COUNCIL

Chalrperson-Gwen Cherry, Fla. State Rep.
Vice~Chalrperson-Carole Ann Taylor, staff,
Gove Rockefellerts N.Y. Woments Unit

Bella Abzug, Member of Congress(D.-N.Y.)

Lupe Anguianoc,civil rights speclalist;
Women's Action Program, HEW

Evelina Antonetty, Exec. Dir.,United Bronx
Parents ‘ !

Nikkl Beare, Dade County(Fla.) Commission on
the Status of Women

Lorraine Beebe, former Mich. State Sen.; Board
of Youth Services, Mich.

Liz Carpenter, VP, Hill and Knowlton, Ince;
former Press Sec¢. to Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson

Joan Cashin, Committeewomsn, Nat!l Demo. Party
of Ala.; civil rights leader

Shirley Chisholm, Member of Congress{D.-N.Y.)

Mary Clarke, Calif. Women's Strike for Peace

Myrlie Evers, civil rights leader; former Congs.
candidate in Calif.; lecturer -

Brenda Felgen Fasteau, writer; femlnist atty.

Ronnile Feit, Columbia Univ. law student:?

Betty Friedan, author of The Feminist Mystiques
lecturer; founder of NOW

Jo-Ann Fvyans Gardner, Repe. nomlinee, Plttsburgh
City Council; NOW board member, beh. psyche

Elinor Guggenhelimer, founder and hon.. pres.

Uay Care and Child Devel. Councll of Amer. ki

Fannle Lou Hemer, Miss. clvil rights leader;
former Miss. State Sen. cand.

LaDonna Harrils, Indian rights leader =

Wilma Scott Heide, Pres., NOW
Dorothy Helght, Pres., Nat'l Couneill of
Negro Women
Barbara Greene Kilberg, atty.; Ripon Soce. nat'l
board; former White House Fellow and
alde to John Ehrlichmann
Margaret Laurence, attys Pres., Women Unlted
0lga Madar, V.P., UAW

Vlvian Carter Mason, 2nd VP, Nat'l Council
of Negro Women

IFldge Miller, State Rep., is. State Legislature

Pavla Page, chdent; former Dir., Women's Center,
National Student Asso.

E1lly Peterson, former Vice Chairman, Repwublican
Nat'l Comm.

J111l Ruckshaus, Assistant to the Co~chairman,
Republican Nat?l Comm.

Beuleh Sanders, Chalrwoman, National Welfare
Rights Organization{NWRO)

Gloria Steinem, Editor, Ms. magazine; author;
lecturer; Nat'l Demo. Policy Council

NOTES

*The ABC-TV documentary "The Hand That Rocks the
Ballot Boxs" which featured the NWPC and selected
women candidates in the 1972 elections, will be
shown at various time periods throughout the
Convention. Marlene Sanders produced the film.

*Caucus rooms will be available on a first come,
first serve basis during the.Convention. For
reservations, contact Cathy Bonner.

*The National Headquarters Staff is available
in the Persian Room. .= .. .. . s

;The Texas WPC has_heﬁdﬁuafégfé?ih El Va@uero
ooMme : AT e '

*Mimeograph machines éﬁd tjpeﬁribers are avail-
able in the Perslan Room on a first come,

first serve basis. '

*Child Care is avalilable in the Cougar Room.

*Press Headquarters are in the Silver Room.

#The San Jacinto Room has displays from many
State caucuses.

*For emergency information, go to NWPC Hdqtrs.



CONVENTION

Thursday, February 8, 1973
7:00-10:00 p.m,- Registration-Mezzanine
7:00-10:00 p.m.-Welcome Reception, Texas Wo-
men's Political Caucus,
Tejas Room

Friday, February 9, 1973%
8:00-5:00 p.m, - Registration-Mezzanine i
9:30 a.m. - Convention Opening Session-Grand
' Ballroom: Presiding Officers:
Honorable Gwen Cherry, NWPC Chairperson and
Cnair 1973 National Convention and ;
Carole Ann Taylor, NWPC Vice-Chairperson, 1973
National Convention
Program: SEE HOW WE'VE RUN! |
Moderator: Liz Carpenter |
Featuring: Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
plus
Congresswoman Bella Abzug
Councilwoman Ethel Allen
Chairman Helenbelich Bentley
Justice Mary Coleman
Betty Friedan
Rhea Mojica Hammer
Councilwoman Barbara Mikulski
Jill Ruckelshaus .
Congresswoman Pat Schroeder
Gloria Steinem i

General Announcements

Recess
1:30-3:00 p.m, - Sect%gn I Workshop Session
3:30-5:00 p.m, - Sectim II Workshop Sessioh
7:00-9:00 p.m. - Fundraising Reception, Faéulty

Club, Cohen House, Rice Univer-

sity. $10.00 per person con-
tribution at door. !
(Main Street entrance at Sunset)

6:00-10:00 p.m. - Liberty Hall (see ad)

s
H
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AGENDA

Saturday, February 10, 1973
8:00 a.m. - Registration, Mezzanine

9:00-10:30 a.m. - Section III Workshop Seasgior

11:00-12:30 p.m., - Section IV Workshop Ses-
sion

1:30 p.m., - First Plenary Session-
Grand Ballroom, Presiding Officers
Honorable Gwen Cherry, NWPC Chairperson
Carole Ann Taylor, NWPC Vice~Chairperson

, Welcome: Sissy Farenthoid,
former Representative, Texas State Legislature,
Texas gubernatorial candidate

Rebort of the Credential Comm;
Consideration and Adoption of Report

Report of the Committee on Rules
and order of business, Consideration and Adop-
tion of report. (see sheet in packet)

General Announcements & Recess

Sunday, February 11, 1973

8:00 a,m, - Prayer Service Available,
Sam Houston Room

9:30 a,m, - Second Plenary Session, Grand
Ballroom, Presiding Officersa:
Hon., Gwen Cherry, NWPC Chairperson
Carole Ann Taylor, NWPC Vice-Chairperson

Welcome: Céngresswoman Barbara
Jordan, (D. Texas)

‘Balloting and Elections
Workshop Resolutions, Recess

1:30 p.m, - Third Plenary Session-Grand
, Ballroom, Presiding Officers:
Hon, Gwen Cherry, NWPC Chairperson
Carole Ann Taylor, NWPC Vice-Chairperson
Workshop Resolutions, other busi-
ness and adjournment




WORKSHOP_ SCHEDULE

Friday, February 9, 1973

Section I, 1:30-3 p.m,

Section TII, 3:3%0-5 p.m

NWPC Structure & Financing

(Grand Ballroom)

How to Run & Win: Cam-

praign Planning (Terrace
Room)

How to Have a Caucus with
Clout: Organizing around

an issue (Trinity Room)

How to Lobby Your State
Legislature: The ERA
as a case study (Crys-
tal Ballroom)

How to Pressure State
Executive Officals
(Brazos Room)

Welfare Is A Woman's
Issue (Green Room)

The Credit Discrimi-
nation Hassle (Direc-
tor's Room)

School: The Politics
of Budget and Curri-
cula Discrimination
(Republic of Texas
Room).

Legislation and the
‘Ninty—-third Congress
"(Colotado: Room)
Peace and Domestic
Priorities (Tejas
Room) -

~ **Please gongult bulletbin o

NWPC Structure and
Financing (Grand
Ballroom%

How to Run & Win:
Campaign Organiza-
tion (Terrace Room)

How to Have a Cau-
cus with Clout:
Broadening the Base
{Trinity Room)

How to Take it to
Court (Brazos Room)

Women Addicts and
Alcoholics: Where
Can they turn?
(Tejas Room)

Child Care Alter-
natives (Director's
Room)

Union Women (Republiec

of Texas Room)

Schools: The Poli~
tiecs of Budget and
Curricula Discrimi-
nation (Green Room)

Legislation and the
Ninty-third Congress
{(Colorado Room)

How to Lobby your
State Legislature:
The ERA as a case
study. (Crystal Ball-
room{ ‘

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 10, 1973

Section III, 9-10:3%30 a,m.

Section IV, 11-12:30

NWPC Structure and Fi-

nancing (Grand Ballroom)

How to Run & Win: Cam-
paign Fundraising (Ter-
race Room)

How to Have a Caucus
with Clout: Press

and Publicity (Trinity
Room)

How to Take it to Court
{Brazos Room)

Divorce Law Reform
(Tejas Room)

Welfare is a Woman's
Issue (Director's
Room)

Rape! (Republic of
Texas Room)

The Credit Discrimina-

tion Hassle (Sam Houston Political Patronage "

Room)

Legislation and the Nin-

NWPC Structure and

Financing (Grand
Ballroom?

How to Run and Win:
Conversation with
Women Candidates
(Terrace Room)

Minority Women's
Viewpoint (Trinity
Roqgg

How to Get into local
rarty structure (Bra-
Z08) -

Child Care Alterna-
tives (Director's
Room) =~ =~ - .~
Economic Development. .
among Women (Tejas - .-
Room) - - R

(Sam Houston Room
Quotas--Do We Or

ty-third Congress (Colora- Don't We? (Republie

do Room)

The Right to Sexual Pri-

vacy (Rice Room)

of Texas Room)

Women in Prisons
(Rice Roof)

Legislation and the
Ninty-third Congress
(Colorado Room)




ASSEMBLYWOMAN

ANN KLEIN

Democratic Candidate for

Governor of New Jersey

Announcement:

Monday, February 12, 1973
"Robert Treat Hotel

Néﬁarkg

Paid for by Citizens to Elect
Ann Klein Governor

15?'Speedwe11 Avenue
Morristown, N.J. 07960
201-267-1999

HATIOHAL WORMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS - 1302 18th Street NW., #603 « viashingten DC. 20535 » (202) 7852911

ALASKA

Amy Pallenbach
2222 Raspberry Rd.
Anchorage 99502
907 34i4-1017

Jane Rice

Box 7L

Naknek 99633 -
Mary Schenker

701 Dogwood St,
Anchorage99501

ATABAMA

Pat McDaniel
5106 Cater Dr.
Montgomery 36108
205 288-0012

Bettie E. Stokes

?.0. Box 477

Tuskegee Institute
36088

ARIZOMA
Janet Andress

1717 E, Turquoise Ave.

Phoenix 85016

. 602 944-8871

June Tracy
P,0. Box 502
Window Rock 86315

HMarilyn Kalbach
6445 W. Calle Lotti
Tucson 85718

602 997-3536

ARKANSAS

Pat Youngdahl
7108 Rockwood Rd,
Iittle Rock 72207
501 663-8284

Fran Smith
516 H. Oak
Little Rock 72205

STATE CONTACTS

Judy Petty
1200 Tower Bldg.
1ictle Rock 72201

CALIFORNIA
Barbara McHab
1717 Berkeley Way
Berkeley 94703
415 B45-4256

Mary Clarke

1557 Oriole La.
Los Angeles 30069
213 276-9919 ox
213 937-0236

Ellen Kastel
4115 Cloverdale #7
Los Angeles 90036

COLORADO

Mary Elten Gallagher
560 Clarkson

Denver BOZLE

303 7177-1300

CONNECTICUT
Lee Novick
62 Edgewood Way
New Haven Q6515

- 203 389-4911

Marion Glick
Stony Creek Rd.
Stony Creek
203 48B~4B78

Betty Hudson
155 Bishop la.
Madison 06443

Dee Crabtree
375 Farmington Ave.
New Britain 06053

DELEWARE

Roslyn Rettew
108 Rysing Dr.
Wilmington 19809
302 764-4911

Janet Miland

812 Xenyon La,
Hewark 19711

DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA
Audrey Colom
2313 Goodhope
fd., S.E.
202 ;483—1&70

Rev.! Imagena
Stewart

328-14th St.,KF®
i 20002

202 :547-8543

FLORIDA

Cwen Cherry
636 NW 2nd Ave.
Hiaml 33136

305 379-1892

Mary Dunetz
7750 NW 7th Ave.
Miami 33150
305 665-6029

GEQORGTIA

Betty Harmon

52 Wakefield Dr.NR
Atlanta 30309

4046 351-3382

HAWATL

Molly Chur

738 Menehune La.
Apt. A-1
Honolulu 96314
808 941-986%

Helene Hale

38 Ralzkaua §t.
Hilo 96720

808 735-2006

IDARG

Virglnia Krough
1608 Veberly St.
Idaho Falls 83401

1

Virginla Krough
1608 Veberly St.
Idsho ‘Falls 83401
208 522-173)

ILLYNOIS
Shirley Starr
1960 Colfax
Evanston 60201
312 864-2462 or
312 793-3660

Anne Matasax

2521 Wilmette Ave,
Wilmette 61108 .
312 262-8100 %325

Julie Ward
Box 204
Hamel 62046

Susan Schwerinm

FKatie Frankel

Woren's Righta
Committee

Hyde Park/Kenwood
Comunity Conf,

1400 E. 33zd.

Chicage 60615

ERA Central
Aun Poag

53 W, Jackson
Chicage 60604

IRDIANA

Virginia McCarty

120 E, Market St.

Indianapolia 46204

317 636-6481 eox
257-685%

1ouA

Tona Shadduck

4115 Tonawanda Dr,
Des Molnes 50312
515 279-4135



State Contacts

JOHA

Beverly Mitchell
Box 43

Cedar Raplds 532406
319 377-0693

KAKSAS

Kay Canine

Dept. Economics

Witchica State U.

Witehita 67208

316 682-5352 or
689-3223

KENTUCKY

Delores Delahancy

1501 Iroquois Pkwy.

Louisville 40214

502 368-1726 or
589-3060 %225

Pam Elam

307 Euclid Ave.#8
Lexington 41016
506 254-7409

LCUTSTANA

Xarline Tierney

1025 E. Lakeview Dr.
Bz2ton Roupe 7F0810
504 766-3361

MATYHE

Mory Hajarian

173 Pleasant Ave,
Porzland Q4103
Q7 172-2673

VYioler Pease
107 Grove St.
Augusta 40330

MARYLARD

LzBe Bajley

WHEATOH NEWS

Box 1656

Wieaton 20902

301 949-7333
871-2334

* Pat Kubach
301 Farmers Gt.
Temple HElls 20031
301 B94-0542
524-0132x234

Polly Peters
416 Duvall La.
Annapolis 21403

Nancy Parker
1902 Wilsoa Point

Road
Baltimore 21220
301 391-3086

MASSACHUSETTS

Ann Lewls

23 Norman Rd.

Hewton 02161

617 224-5B01
722-6400

Gerladine Pleshaw
128 Shere Ave.
Quincy 02169

Elaine Nobel
70 Daniel St.
Franklin 02038
617 $28-4492

HICHIGAN

HMildred Jeffrey
8000 E. Jefferson
Detroic 48214
517 373-2421

Carol S. MacIntosh
1169 Sabren Dr.
E. Lansing 48823

HINHESOTA
Mary Ziegenhagen
158 Birnamwood Dr.
Burnaville $5337

HMISSISSIPPL
Llewellyn Greenwood
Box 502

Greenville 38701

Itis Rothman
Box 3234
Jackson 39207
601 355-5%976

MISSCURT

Sandra Finley.

Rc. 20

Kansas City 64165 -~
816 ¥34-4151

MONTANA

Geraldine Travis

5413-6th Ave. S.

Creat Falls 59401
406 453-9673

Joan Gordon
Rt.1l Gordon's .
Claim ;

whicefish 59937

1
NEBRASKA !
Maxine Burnett
Box 508
Syracuse 68446
402 269-5091
Diane Beecher |
1548 § St.
Lincoln 63508 ;
NEVADA !
Barbara Bennetd
132 Carnationm |
Reno 89502

Harriet Trudell
1118 Princess Kate
Las Vegas 89109
702 736-4454

NEW HAMPSHIRE .
Marilyn Patterson
76 Walnut
Manchester (3103
603 668-3849

Susan Gladstone
RFD-1

Stonchenge Rd. .
Lendonderry Q3053
603 632-7010

REW JERSEY

Chris Van Lenten
218 Central Ave.
Edison 08817

201 549-4628

Judy Murphy
366 Ogden Ave.,
Teaneck 07666
201 837-4555

Gloria Semenukt
2189-C N,.Central
Fort Lee 07024 i

Rene Heflin
16 Gifford Rd.
Somerset Q8373

NEW MEXICG

Anna Montoya Muller

422-11th NW

Albuquerque 87102

505 247-2603
843-2868 ¥

Hannah Best
4304 Rio Grande Blvd.NW
Albuquerque 87107

A e e

NEW YORK

Linda Lamel

102-4Q0 6&7th Dr,
Forest Hills 11375
212 544-3268

Claire Chase
60 W, 13th St.
NYC 10011

212 691-3562

Queens’ WPC

3704 Paraons Blvd.
Flushing 11254
212 LE 9-4843

Bernice Cummings
213 Clent Rd,
Great Neck 11021

Nancy Dubner
1034 5. Goodman
Rochester 14620

Virginia Cairns
Women's Unit
Executive Chamber
The Capitol Rm. 246
Albany 12207

NORTH CAROLINA

Martha McKay

406 Westwood Dr.

Chapel Hill 27514

919 967-4211
967-2906

onre

Gladys Wesselsg

509 W. South College
Yellow Springs 45387

State Contacta

OKLAROMA

Kay Teall

1721 Matcern Dr,

Okla City 73118

405 §43-9270
232-0581x356

OREGCH

Jeanne Dost

7620 MW Mountain
View Dr.

Corvallis 97330

503 745-5416

Membership Coom,
P,0, Box 3575
Forcland 97208

Linda Paul
7107 SE l7th
Portland 97202
503 232-5638

PENNSYLYANIA

Kay Camp

200 Hughes Rd.

King of Prussia
19406

215 687-2546

Ernesta Ballard
9120 Crefeld St.
Phila, 19118

Garcl Cochran
25 Mallard Cc.
Mechanicsburg 17055

HMaty Hall
561 Maple Height Ct.
PLttaburghl5232

Sue Yenchko
911 N, Froent St.

Harrlaburgl?l02

RHODE ISLAND
RIWPC

Box B44

Annex Sta.
Providence 02901

Barbara Van Hestfw
90 Carriage Hi{Lll Rd.

N. Xingston 02831

"$OUTH_CAROLINA

Janet Wedlock
200 S. Edisto

SOUTH CAROLILNA
Janet Wedlock
200 §. Edisto
Columbia 29205
803 _256-0889

TEMNESSEE
Carleen Waller
4025 Franklin Rd.
Nashville 37204
615 385-0867
269-6475

Pat Vander Schaaf
4019 §, Lakewood
Memphis 38128

TEXAS

felen Cassidy

4368 Graduate Circle
Houston 77004

713 748-5369

Cathy Bonner
1208 Baylor
Austin, 78703
512 474-1798
454-3857

UTAR

Vee Carlisle

8 Hillside Ave.

Salt Lake City
84103

801 355-2010

Jean Westwood
1624 W, 8600 S.
Went Jordan 84084
801 255-1923

Diane Zotz

1408 Federal Way

Salt Lake Clty
48107

Utah .WPC

¥?,0. Box 8353

Salt Lake City
84108

VERMONT

Caryl Stevart
Box 187
Shelburne 05482
802 B64-9807

SOUTH DAXOTA

Roylene Schwab Amy Zarrow

Rt, 3, Box 12% 224 Cannon

Aberdeen 57401 D.C. 20515
202 225-5931

Grace Mickelson

133 E. St. Charles 5t.

Rapid Cigy 57701

VIRGINIA

Sally lewis

11641 Charter Oak Ct.
T=2

Reston 22090

703 437-1420

HASHINGTON

Susan Van Neas

1221 McGilbra Blvd. E.
Seattle 98112

206 EA 9-8628

WIS CONS I

Kathrya Morrison

885 Stonebridge Apta.
Placteviile 53818
608 342-1576

Connie Threinen
2121 Gateway St.
Hiddleton 53562
608 262-9760
238-5489%

WYOMING
Maco Miller
111-14th W,
Kasper 82601
307 234-2317

Julia Hewgley
1726 Downey St.
Laramie 82070

Renee Fitzgerald
809 W. Park 5t.
Riverton 82501
307 B56-2648

D.C. CAPITOL HILL

Robin Beckett

Senate Interior Committea
3204 Hew Senate Bldg.
D.C. 20510

D.C. CAPITOL ET,L%
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NOTES

Draw near, woman, and heary what I have to say.
Turn your curiosity for once towards useful
objects, and consider the advantages which
nature gave you and society ravished away. Coua
arnd learn how you were btorn the companion of

man and became his slave; how you grew to like
the condition and think it netural; and flnally
how the long habituation of slavery so degraded
you that you preferred its sapping but convenient
vices to the more difficult virtues of freedom
and repute. If the pilecture I shall paint leaves
you in command of yourselves, 1f you can conten-
plate it without emoticn, then go back to your
futile pastimes; "there 1s no remedy; the vices
have become the custom.?

Choderlos de Laclos
On the BEducation of Women, 1783

thanks to:

The National Staff: Pat Bailey
"Sharon Flynn
Katie Herring
Jane ¥iclMichael
Doris Meissner

Convention Press Coordinzator: Debbie Leff

workshop Coordinator: Marlenc Miller

Convention Coordinator:
PAT BAILZY

3pecial thanks to Cathy ZDonner and Helen Cassidy
of the Texas Women's Political Caucus for handling
the Houston end ¢f this convention,
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Concensus of Friday Structure Worikshops N fosie
EC 7 fatl 2 dorv ok Largts
( 't e ?) wh bscribe to ti
uembersihip is openqto all {(wemewny persous?) who subscribe to the .
principles of the IiTl, oenk Caciciires atoell AR M"‘Tm“

v me e Ao adlrnit mele premdenas.

Memvership in tihis association shall be available without regard to
race, color, creed {FBEE) economic status, age or national origin.

The State, or local caucus where no state caucus exists, will remit
a sum of not less than $1.C00 per member per year to the .lational Caucus.

STAZE AlID LCAL CALCUSZS

State and local caucuses shall meet the following requireaeints:

1. Support of the purpose and goals of the .lational WPC,

2. ‘old regular, opea meetingzs.

3. If more than one local caucus exists in the state, the caucuses shall
coordinate activities and form a State Caucus which will define geographic=

al boundaries of lecal caucuses.

4. ‘'here only state caucuses exist, they must develop and implement with.-
in one year a structure for local caucuses and make a good faith effort -

to implement that structure. uwththLnrt¥¢~xnﬁ¢kv@vhn9

5. Local and State Caucuses must file their membership lists with the
national caucus,

6. Each state sihall have ouly one recognized state caucus which shall
Meet the following requireents:
d. lhold a statewide, regular, open neeting at least once a year.
b, co-ordinate a prograin of conmuility outreach to make membersihip
in the Caucus available to people of every race, creed, coloyv, (§222)»
€ econoiic status, aze, national origin aad political party.
cco”%%ggeg?gular reports as specified by the .iational Steering



2 Saturday agreerients on structure:

There shall B® a national convention every two vears in the
odd numbered years.
Cfficers are elected for two year terms.,
In the even numbered years there will be regional coaveations.
There shall be elected at the convention by the delegates
a chairperson and three vice=chairpersonSe

The statement of principles for the trational Jomen's Political
Caucus shall he as stated in the Statement of Purpose adopted
July 11, 1971 and as printed in the green program books dis-

tributed at this convention beglnn1ng “The .Jational llomen's

5

Polltlcal Caucus hopes to reach out to women acrods the counLry...
and ending on page two of the prosram book with tlhe words:

“goals of fighting against racism, sexism and violence aad

Tational Convention:

A. 2 representatives from each Congressional District where
there are within the C.D. a miniwmum of 25 members of a local
caucus”of caucuses, Each delepate is to he elected by the
1ocal caucus or caucuses in those Cd's that have been reocomiized
as affiliated by the JPC and/or by the members of a larser
caucus—-for instance, at the state level (providin~ that those
1nd1v1dua1 memnbers are residents of the Cu.

T”Lh. rhis does not mean that caucuses must be organized on a
CJ basis but only that women wio are voting for the Cu represen=
tative live in the CD,.

Administrative

2.
1.
poverty."
3.
1. Composition
4,

“ational X¥¥rxixuy Committee:

Chairperson and three viclie-chairpercons

6 members selected by the Steering Committee based ‘on ability to serve
freasurer and lecorder selected by ‘ational Steering Comnmittee

5 Standing Committee Chairpersons: 5 Standing Coumittees ares
orpanizing, membership, Finance, legislation, political action,
selected by ‘lational Steering Committee,

Jational Steering Committee:
(see next paze)



REGIONS DEFINED 8Y CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS AND GECGRAPHY

REGICNS
NEW Y9§EANEgERTO RICO, VIRGIN

CALIFORNIA
WEST 1WASHINGION, IDALHO, ARIZONA,

BRI VG XbER 400, HibAD , CBBEGHADO,
.. MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA,
' NEBRASKA, ALASKA

HID%@%X,'IEﬁENBiQta' WISCONSIN,
MID=-INDUSTRIALs OHIO, MICHIGAN

ORNTRAL s PEYHSATNANTA y ARYTAND,
O E A4S ACE USRS s SOMIECT G B

SOUTH CENTRAL:TEXAS, OKTAHOMA.
ARKANSAS, MISSOURT

SO LR AN TS RS ER T,

EAST CENTRAL:KENTUCKY, WEST VIRGINIA,
TENNESSEE, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH
CAROLINA, INDIANA

CONGRESS IONAL DISTRICTS

40 (NEW YORK - 39; PUERTO
RICO - 1)

43
44 Iy - - M — . - -

" (gt st Attty

YA 7000 58] 24

NEBR,~3; ALASKA-1)
L7 (%E&égﬁwxsc.—% I0iA=6;

42 (OHIO-23; WICH.~19)

45 (26 B 8ipy-Co-ls

39 (N{{@E‘;;I%?IG&). yl?éiﬁE?IJEi -23
R'Inﬂl)

4 (TEKAS53ks OKLA=6; ARK-b;

M(;ﬂA:EiEiﬁ'IRSn_S: GA.~101 ALA,~7,

47 (KY,-7; W, VA.-4; TBNN,-8,
§Qs,CABy-11; 5O. CAR,-6;




REPORT OF THE STRUCTURZ CCILITTIE - RICCITSITATION C1 CCLLFOSITION CF
IATICTAL STEERIUC COIIITTZR

The {lational St erins Committee shall be composed oif:
The éhaifﬁerson, elected at convention

Three Vice~ Chairpersons, elecged at convention

Zen members-at~larze, elected at convention

Racial liinoritics:

The racial minorities, as defined below, will select at this

Couvinetion member(s) of the Hational Steering Committee in the numbers

P

§ Steering Committee, the Racial lijinority Caucuses at fhe Convention

listed bdelows In the event that any racial minority group is not Tepre=
sented in proportion to its numbers in the population on the Mational

will elect such additional members as may be necessary to achieve the

racial balance,
Jlaclk = 2
Chicana - 1
Puerto Rican = 1

Rtive American - 1

delegate shall be elected from each state or territiry

all delegates.

to five representatives shall be elected to the lational Steering

nittee by Special Interest Caucuses recoznized and approved by the
mvention if they have at least 10% of the delegates, In the event

t more than five special ‘interest caucuses meet this qualification
bose five with the largest pumbers of delegates shall serve.

delegates each shall be eclected from ten ten-regional districts defined
$0 25 to achieve approximately equal population groupings, These re-
presentatives shall be elected in convention by Regional Caucuses of



REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

i The NWPC Policy Council's State and Local Caucuses Committee igs

j acting as the Convention Credentials Committee. The Credentials

t committee certified-delegates at two meetings, held on Jan. 12,

t 1973, in Washington, DC, and Feb, 8, in Houston. State and local

} caucuses initially determined the number of Convention votes to
 which they were entitled and selected their delegates according to
the Committee guidelines mailed on Nov. 1, 1972, to all known cau-

| cus leaders and contacts., Briefly, the guidelines provided: 1
tvote per local caucus regardless of sime and an additional vote for
each additional 50 members over 100 up to a maximum-of 7 votes;

12 votes per state (where state organizations exisgt), and; 2 at-large
votes per state to balance the delegation where necessary. Caucuses
were permitted to select as many delegates as they wished and to
8P1it the votes they claimed. No proxy voting will be allowed.

Members of the Ciedentials committee are: -Nikki Beare, Chair; Pah
iCurtis; Ann Lewis, Mass.; Virginia MeCarty, Ind.; Jo Ann Evans Gard-
jper; Ronnie Feit; Martha McKay, N.C.; Lupe Anguiano,

Adopting of the Report of the Credentials Committee, with or with-
jout amendment, is the first item for consideration by the First
Plenary Session of the Convention, February 10, 1973, The Roport
will consist of a breakdown by caucus and state of the delegates as
well as pertinent information on the overall makeup of the Conven-
ftion. It will not be available until Convention time because about
gall of the states had not completed delegate selection in time for
kredentials review before Feb, 8, 1973, Since the credentials must
pe disposed of before the Tules and Order of Business are adopted,

the following procedures will govern that discussion and that dis-
ssion alone,

) 1. Any delegation or individual(s) wishing to challenge
Becisions of the Credentials committee after its final certification
peeting on Thursday, Feb. 8, must obtain the written agreement of
(seven) delegates from 7(seven) different states in order to bring
e challenge before the full body. The Convention Chair and the
phallenge delegation Chair must be notified in writing by 10:00 A.M
aturday, Feb., 10. All required documentation of challenges must
Je submitted to the Convention Chair or her designeee at that time.

¢

r 12, . Discussion on challenges will be limited to 10 minutes
jro and 10 minutes con, with the number of speakers determined by
me proponents and opponents of the challenge.

: 3. After the discussion the Chair will call for a vote
pd the motion shall carry by a simple majority. '



* HORKSHOPS

1973 NWPC NATIONAL CONVENTION

WORKSHOPS WILL FOCUS ON IDENTIFYING AND OUTLINING WHAT
POLITICAL QUESTIONS PARTICULAR ISSUES AND PROBLEMS RAISE AND
WHAT STRATEGIES OR ACTIONS MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE IN HANDLING THEM,
DISCUSSIONS WILL ADDRESS THE AVAILABILITY OF RESQURCES, EXPERTISE,
AND ALLIES AND HOW TO DEAL WITH LAKS, REGUIATIONS, PROCEDURES, ETC,

THE CONVENTION IS DESIGMED SO THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT
WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE PLENARY SESSTONS SHOULD BE GENERATED AND
DEVELOPED IN THE WORKSHOPS, THEREFORE, GOOD FOCUS AND THE WIDEST
POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION AND DEBATE AMONG PARTICIPANTS IS THE BEST
INSURANCE FOR CONSTRUCTIVE PLENARY DISCUSSIONS,

WORKSHOP RESOLUTIONS SHOULD BE POLITICAL AND ACTION .
ORIENTED, THEY SHOULD STATE POSITIONS, MAKE SPECIFIC RECOMMEN-
DATIONS FOR CAUCUS ACTION AND PROGRAMS, OR SET STANDARDS FOR
LEGISIATION, BUDGETING, PUBLIC PROGRAMS, ETC, PLEASE NOTE:
RESOLUTIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED BY ANY WORKSHOP, BUT THEY ARE
NOT REQUIRED,



fcw to Run and Win: Campaign
Planning

gov to Have a Caucus with Clout:
frganizing saround an Issue

1o Pressure State Elected and
ointed Officials

A as a Casé Study

are is a Woman's Issue

pe Credit Discrimination
prsle

bhools : The Politi ecs of Budget
i Curricula Discrimination

hgislation and the 93rd Congress

pce and Domestic Priorities
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to Lobby Your State Legislature:

FRIDAY SESSION T 1330 =- 300

LEADERS

- Arvernne Fraser

Bobbie Kilberg
Rennie Felt Dolores Dslahanty

Deris Meissner

Doug Balley
John Deardourff

Martha McKay
Virginia McCarty
Cathy Bonner
Sandra Finley

Helen Delich Bentley,
Modexator

Lavon Bliesener

Sue Cameron

Sue Yenchko

Vickie Toensing, Moderator
Pat Keefer

Mary Gereau

Biddy Hurlbut

Maco Miller

Alicla Escalante
Fannie Lou Hamexr—

Etta Horne

Pat Massey
Paula Latimer
Jean Sullivan
Sharon Campbell

Mary L, Ziegenhagen ' :.=»:
Members of the Minnesota. Caucus

Ellen Sudow
Ellen Hoffman
Martha Fhillips
Carol Foreman

Mim Kelber
Mary Clarke
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Grand Bzllroom

Terrace

Trinity

Brazos

Crystal Ballroon

Green

Directors

Republic of Texas

Celorado

Tejas
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" Bobbie Kilberg - et
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Qrganization “* .r.Doug Pailey :
John Deardourff
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- ro Kitty Smith
Judy Petty
Pat MeDaniel

How to Lobby Your State Legislature: Vickie Toensing, Moderator - Grystal Ballroonm
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Maco Miller

How to Take it to Court Sylvia Roberts ' . Bragos
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Vernelle rfox

““Ruth Sanchez
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Schools: The Poiltics of Budget ."Mary-L;?Ziegeﬁhégén‘ Green

grd Curlﬁcula Disorimination ‘,Uﬁ'Memberngf the Minnesota Caucus

lezislation and the 93rd Congressif *Elien Sudow _ ... Colorado -
Ellen Hoffman PR ‘
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Fol, Mnssey

Union Women Edith VanHorn Republic of Texas
Marge Alberi
Edith Sloan
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v co Run and Wins Campaign
‘ndraising

w to vae a Caucus with Clout:
ow to Get Your Story Told
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vorce Law Reform
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jgislation and the 93rd
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LEADERS P

Arvonne Fraser..
Bobbie kllberg
Ronnie Feit
Delores Delahanty

Midge Miller, Moderator

Susan Kiug
Marion Perlman
Tony Keane

. Cindy Sage

v

}luylv1a Roberts

Debby Leff

"'MaryaAnne Butters

Sarah.Weddington
GabLlelle MeDonald

‘Herma Rill Kay

Alicia Escalante
Fannie Lou Hamer
Etta Horne:

Women's- Law Center

. of. Austln, Texas

PR

S Pat Massey .
*.. Paula Latime¥r"

~ Jean Sullivan-

Sharon Campbell

Ellen Sudow
Ellen Hoffman
Martha Phllllps
Carol: Foreman

Elaine Nob;e

SATURDAY SESSION I 9:00 -- 10:30
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" Sam Houston

Grand Ballroom

Terrace y

Trinity

Brazos |

~Tejas ©
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o o diw
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Republic of Texas

-Colorado

Rice Roof
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phild Care Alternatives

folitical. Patronage

prent and Economic
Rvelopment

prien. in Prisons

gislation and the 93rd
prigress

potas: Do We or Don't We?

How to Run and Win: Conversation

Bovw to Get Into the Local

Carol Foreman

Arvonne Fraser
Bobbie Kilberg
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Sexual Preference Workshop Resolution

Whereas we acknowledge the descrepancy between the law and human practiees
whereas this descrepancy is so noticeable as in the matters of sex, be it
olved that we repeal all of the laws that restrict a woman's right to decide
ner own reproductive and sexual life,

In exder to implement the above statement we propose that the National
en's Political Caucus establish a committee on freedom of sexual expression
t will be solely concerned with researching, lobbying, and creating affirma-
ve action programs that will deal with sexual privacy with a particular interest

losbian issues, It should be noted that both lesblan and heterosexuals serve
this committee,



THINGS TO THIINI ABOUT FOR SUIWDAY RAP SESSION (FOLLOWING T.E ELECTLON OF
OFFICERS OF TIE 18T FLOOR TEJAS ROOH

PSYCHIOLOGICAL [YTIIS

We protest the myth that lesbianism is psychopathelogical by
definition, this myth that a woman comes to lesbianlsm through some
personality ~effect includes the following mythsg

A. That lesbians come to thalr orlentétion through seduction thr<
an experlienced woman rather by personal choice.

B, That lesbians are genetically or hormonally imbalanced
and are thereby innately lesbian,

ce €That lesbian relatlonships are essentially a caricature
or imitation of sterotyped masculine-feminine roles (butch-~femme)

D. That lesbians are impulsively sexually driven and have no
control over thelr deslres.

WO th
are incapagle o? %e%ﬁ??% exﬁﬁl?§ifntﬁ%nt?wards en because they
Some tentative alternative actions aimed at alleyiating the above

nyths are’ tHe creatinn of a social services committee which will
oraanlze and help . local social service committees to
As Educate all women as to the validity of pursuing relations
with other women if the so desire,
3. Provide information of psychologistis, psychiatrista, and
-othex..soclal professionals who do not ascribe to . the stated-myths.
S To oxganlze ‘and provide conscious~ralsing groups for women
whe want to talk with otlier women about their sexuality.
D. To provide a large and diverse subject pool to volunteer
for participation in psychological research aimed at clarifying the
existing conceptual confusion.
When societal ostracism forces a woman to seek counsel about her
gay feelings, she is subtly pressured either to repress or to change
those feelings rather than helped to deal with the pressures of being diffe:
in American society.
It is time that counsellors and therapists became aware of the .ece=:
documented fact that homosexuality constitutes neither a psychological
nor a physiological abnormality, Women who seek their help badly need auppo
and reassurance of the validity and worth of theilr feelings; they do not, py
need an 1ncreased .sense of guxlt and anxlety. ’

AR (.~




LESZIAY L:OTHERS

The treatment of lesbian mcthers and thelr children illustrates the
real position of all women, &1l children and all minorities in this society. .
There are no equal rtights for any of us especially chosen for paternalistic
control and retribution are those women who spaek out, refuse to deny their
full identities as individuals, and try to speak openly of their feelings
and aspirations, To live our lives in our own ways is a vital goal for
all independent women, We must support each other as humans and women
to strike down all props that remain to support hersh and unfair political,
legal, economic and social injustices. Let's work towards putting the true
minorities in their place,

PURLIC ACCOJADATIONS Ailp {I0USIUG

Lesbians have found numerous situations where they were prohibited
from rueting and buying residences because of their lesbianism, real or
imagined, The reason given is based on a prohibition known euphemistically
as 'multiple occupancy,* which is justified on the basis of unstable
relationships. However, unmarried men and women, and single persons are
gllowed to rent and buy these same residences,.

JOB DISCRIVIUATICi~—~It is apparent that women, both heterosexual and
-.homosexual, more frequently lose jobs at which.they are competent and
fail to obtain employment for which they are qualified because of the
expression of their sexuality especisally in the following fleldss
teaching, counseling, secretarial, food and beverage service, civil
service, and military,

LES3IAITS 1! PRISQIIS~~The thousands of lesbians in state and federal
prisons are triply oppressed, and women, a& lesblans as prisoners. !
Lesbians who are identified in the prisons are semarated and isolated

from the other women in prisons




'NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS CONVENTION
CHICANA CAUCUS RESOULTIONS
FEBRUARY $-11, 1973

I. la Raza Unida Party

Whereas: A Democracy cannct succeed without full participation of all the people
it purports to represent and,

Whereas: Chicanas and other disenfranchised women have not successfully found
political expression in the established two party system of this country
and, -

Whereas: ”Thé[ﬁain‘objective of the NWPC is to encourage the participation of all
‘women-in the political process and,

Whereas: Raza Unida Party is a recognized innovative means whereby Chicanas have
found effective political expression and participation,

Therefore be it resolved that the NWPC endorse Raza Unida Party as an innovative
‘means of political expression for Chicanas, and be it further resolved that the
name of the Raza Unida Party be included in ail official and promotional materials
which cite the Democratic and Republican parties.

II. Chicana Welfare Rights

That the National Political Caucus recognize and endorse the National Chicana Wel-

fare Rights Organization as a separate and distinct body from the National Welfare

Rights Organization becuase of its policies affecting Chicanas socially, culturally
and economically.

Chicana Welfare Rights opposes the Talmadge Act because of its failure to provide
meaningful employment or training for the poor as well as denying the mother who
is poor the right to stay home if she chooses. i

THE TALMADGE ACT ALLOWS FOR:

1. Breakup of the "familia" which is part of our culture. There is no education
or economic mobility for the Chicana mother. The inadequate day care services
force the welfare mother to leave her children at a child care center regard-
less of its quality. If the ‘center is not bilingual, bicultural, .and, if it
totally negates the family life-style, the Chicana has no right to reject it.
If she rejects the child care center because of its location; facilities, its
program or its personnel, she can be rendered ineligible for welfare.

2. No meaningful training for employment which would truly enable the welfare re-
cipient to earn adequate wage (higher than her welfare check would bring).

IIT. Chicana Caucus Policy Council Members

Whereas: The Chicanas are members of the largest of the Spanish-Speaking groups
and,

Whereas: There exists a previous commitment of at least two Chicanas to the natiomal
policy council and, '

Whereas: The Chicana Caucus reserves the right to designate the two Chicanas,

Be it resolved that this convention honor this previous commitment.



IV. Chicanas local and State Caucuses

Whereas: The Chicana has specific political prlorltles unique to the Chicano ex-~
T perience in the United States,

Let it therefore be resolved that in those states where Chicancs reside, Chicana
Political Caucuses be established and maintained on equal basis with the other
State caucuses.

V. Chicana Educational Oppommitieé:'

Whereas: The Chicano community is the most neglected in educational opportunities
and, '

Whereas: Women within the community are even more needy of educational develop-
mant,

Let it therefore be resolved that educational legislative efforts supported by
the NWPC such as the Women's Education Act of 1973, include the following:

1. Concerned efforts to research educational needs of Chicanas.

2. Chicana recruitment for higher education and into the careers and
continuing education programs.

3. Active, realistic financial support for the education of Chicanas .
at ail educational levels.

4, Chicana oriented tutorial and counseling programs.

5. Incorporation of the Chicano culture into educational systems and
: 'textbooks

B, Actlve support of Spanlsh/Engllsh bilingual/bicultural educational
programs.

7. Inclusion'of'Chicanas in all affirmative action activity.

VI. Support of Faréh Boycott

For the past ten (10) months, our Chicana sisters at Eémfﬁinnufacturing Company

in Texas and New Mexico have been on strike in a struggle to win their right to.
union representation and some measure of control over their working 11ves, let us
therefore reach out our hands to these Chlcana women who are taking positive action
to bring the purposes of the NWPC as drafted in July, 1971 to fruition.

The Chicana Caucus urges NWPC to endorse the Farah Boycott and urges all local
caucuses to enter into the Farah Boycott.

VII. Support Lettuce Boycott

Whereas: The Agrlcultural working woman is the most exploited in this country
and,

Whereas: The United Farm Workers Organizing Committee has successfully alleviated
many of the problems facing Agricultural workers in this countxy,

Whereas: The lettuce boycott is a’viable means for NWPC to become envolved in
supporting Agricultural working women, Be it resolved that the NWPC
actively endorse the lettuce boycott.
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COPRICTICINL UCILSLCT RESOLUTION

thereas Tationel ‘lohdarts Molitcal Caveus applauds the prerress that has
heen made ia brinzins to mublic comsciousness the particular probléms
fa01rﬁ yonan wie ceme inte eontnet with the crininal justice system, and
eeornizes in partieunlar tha Tine worl heins donme in some Federal women's
prisoAs. Lotevaer, mueh renning to be dome, The Tational Hements Iolitical
Cavcus is concerned with the coatirued severe discriniretion asainst women
at all ievels, '

.,

Therefore be it resclvald that the “ztional Women's foliticzl Caucus:

1. Encoura:es elforts te define the leral ribhts oF vomen prlsoners.

Z. DIrecovrazes tho'<leveloprent of gltcrnatlves to crzmlnal treatment of
persons who commit victimless crimes, which are the crimes of which women
are typically accused, R

3. Sunports efforits to end discrimiration on account of sex ia the
treatnment of juveniles,

4, Supperts efforts to uprrade tie quality of woen's correctional
foeilicios vith emphosis on commuaity-based facilities,

5. Supparts efforis to ead discrinmimation asainst vomen prisoners in
ra2hebilication, Joo treinin-, education, neath, and other critical
servicas,

6'. " Encoura ~e5 tlo anrointnents of wemen to the authorities that oversee
federal, stote, and lecal carrectional institutions,

7. Incourzres the centinuaice of the informetion clean.n"-houqc functions
of the Teceral Covernnent in this avea,

C. “he latiomal Wormen's Folitical Caucus will creste o standing conmittee
to deal with wemen in tiie criminal justice systom,
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wrenla c0 B THICIITSS 0TI SLUCT AESCLUTION

hercas ve welconie the cease fire and peace acreement in Vietran,

e it rasolved in order to insure complete U,S, withdraual from Indochina
erd te nrevent re-interventiorn of SAmerican military forces, ue call fors:

the cessatior of V.5, bombins and military support of forces anywhere
ndochina

b

P, Uithdravel fren all of Indechina a2ll 7,5, military and pare-military
forces, includiag civiliaxs cperatine vnder Lepartnent of Defense coatracts,

call unen Cor‘rzss o cut off any furthor funcing for military ox
re=~nilitary oners t:o@j i Iadeehina a2nd for any “urchor military
fssistance to any ustion, pariy, ~roup or narsons in ludochina, Ue suppert
$ills embod'ving tnﬁs?'corcc ts, such as the Casa-Church hill in tae

fenzte (S 57¢ ) and tlc “in~han (I 3349 and oJS“), Fowxsythe (Lt 3412),
bvers (G0 22520, Dulsti (C 3554) and Sbzug (IR 3525) bills in the louse,

<<

R Ly Ly Ny s T T T WY S TOr T
ERE TR TP M a2 PR A e R P TR S L et L PO

PLLCE LD FRTCRITICS VQUUSILT DESCLUTION

hereas we reconnize the need for reconciliation of the divisions created
n our country Ly the Vietnam war, and because we recognize that anything
hich fccuses on blame rather than on forzetfulness will deepen rather

pan heal Civisions, and wvhercas we recoznize that case-hy=-cas: considera=
fon of amnesty will put the heaviszst burden on the poor and ill-educated
p present acceptavle cases for amnesty, be it resclved that the ational
picin®s Teliteal Caucus colls upon the Congress and the iresideat to rrant
11 and unconditicnel smnesty, such as rrovided in the »#ill introduced
Congrasswencs Jelle Jhzun,

cells vpon Consgress and the Iresident to previde for
rens ond for returning prisoners of uer by insuring that
equate lealtii care andd by previding procroms Tor their
ﬁnuﬁillcation, and jehs,

Crucus olso
"Lr"’ln' hiichrtel
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Uhereas we acknowlaedse the 'veat difference hetweon law aand human Sehavior
and widrees voluntory cupressicns of sexual hohwvior ore o motter of
private choice ond ﬂhovlﬁ ant Ma osubject te lecislationm, ha it resolved
pthat we sufiort repeal of 21l laws that restrict an individual's risht to
iccide on oy or i wy ponreductive and saxenl life, In orvder to
inplement the ahovz, ¢ nropose that the Yatioral ‘lonon's Iolitical

Czucus estailish 2 »ermezaent standing committee on freeden of sevual
euprassion that will ho concermod with researching, lobiyinr, orn’l opuctins
effirmative action prosrens that will deal with serusl privacy, with a
particular interest inm leshian issues, Toth lestians and heterosexuals
vill serve on this committee,

* ratan? -l ulent, [N

o R KPR A H T

atintimt i antententialeataatiat oy catratay' an” .--n'-
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i CAUCUS WITH CLOUTs ZTROADSHING Tul DASE
WCRSSLCE TESQLUTICD

Lwe Tational Vemen's Ieliticel Caucus is & multipartisan

) aticn fer 211 women, o it resolved thet the loczal and state
jquLucs continve to actively seell meombers amons all linds of women.
fa urce that the aatlonal office assist thie state and local caucuses
By sharine techmicues te broa enfthe.base tiat have been successful
Lrouno e couatry, T

@l ataal et aliat,
r2icharl el i

2.2, :éL:ﬁTiCﬁ.L e ETS C/UCUS RESTLUTION

psolved that the peoalc c” t"» ”1strlct of OlUn“lu should he sranted
pli~deoteinination whothar tpey c;ose ‘scateiood or teme rule,

"onlanlante e tagtanteits .' ontantatiatintiatintadtsatast, Sanlumtealuntes loa® in catantrafentendont
R F R A T T P P X R A i et b it e e P W S Yo L R e

CPLL L& v-&A\JCLfQ A" CLTJTIC'L_

perecs, wemen in the college ond un1v~r31+y systems form 2 large and
a>le sorment of the women's ringhes movement: and

horecs these woilen students uave been discriminsted against in arcas
26 ncusing and visitation regulations, admission standerds,
preiculer structure, and lack of aveilability of child care services; and

rons woman of the Jaculty, stafi, end administretior have been

cri inre’ soadlot in salerty, roenss e tomired poSitions, and aevetisn
licins;

jerefore e it rosolvaed that the ational Vormen's Folitical Caucus
ively suntort weren i the uriversity and collesz systems in their
Nt 2rainst such Cdiscrinminatory practices,

it taatiatant ittt it w eatant Lt
PR R i R D e Ty Ry B T P
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B P R R T o T VR 10

£es collc#es'

hoeress Unitad Sto and universities tyain women leaders o
will be iufluencin: thzo wounn b; their oxemple and whereas comveational
liberal &vts cours

es flctcrL ot cit vomen's history, contributions,
persacctivas, and protlams, thoe Jational Yomen's tolitical Caucus urzaes
aad uuwports the establiciment of woren's studies courses, investications
of culsting courses, and rzforn of the curricula to climinate sexist
“viases in college course offerings,

V3

vra afrataaFrates tontontiaertan rntsnlonfa b aghsaten Femtralaateatuotntantonlinfaaeataetsud
e iateataalrates tentaatiatr tanntplo s e g boat o f gttt ata ettt antrs Linfa ot sfast sadod
TR b TR W E RTINS
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SUTLIC ETUCATION RISOLUTICY

hereas the public school systen is the United States' only nandatory
oci 1121?” instituticn and therefore has o vesponsibility to benefit
affirmatively those it sorves: ond

mmrﬁSiﬁc uTeent sIs
race, culturel aluoriti
oIt cxt""chr"lcu.h' a
education “'C"TTZS, o
hirins and promotisna 25,
hpdretine aad casital allocatiozg

2 .

2f sehwolins discrininates on the basis of
cnd eccuomic sroups, especially in the areas
ies, livrary end curriculum materials, physical
> and cownseling, inserviece training pro-rons,
schiool discinline techinigues, and

Za it theruLC“” reaelvad that cach leezl end stote coucus De urrned to
perticipate in developins and imslementin~ an affirmative action plan
for usc in thair educatior ananey te eliminate discrimination arainst
trz dlLlonull’ eroludad zywcupsy

“e it further resolvad that the ltticnal Jomen's Jolitical Caucus lobby
with (ealth, Iducation, and nlfare to require that cacii local and state
ecucaticn agencies to implement an affirmetive action plan to eliminate
C¢iscrinination against traditionally ercluded ~roups:

snd be it-further veselved thet the lationel Vonen's Folitical Cavous
lobbhy with the nited Stateos Cow*rcs to insure the continued funding
of currently jecnardized Tederal wrorcrams Tor education and for the
funding of acditicnal nresrrms that recornize the sneecial needs and
interests of tth1L101 11y exeluded creups,
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THEREAS, oot private insurapnce carviers do not provide coven mininmum
equity for healtih sorvices that are specific to wonen,

Therefore be it therefore resolved, That all states must i require the
inclusion of all women's health services by the inswrance industry
as a cond¢ition for state licensure of insurance carriers,

THERBAS, Yomen and children in need of subsiaized pre- and postnatal
care and infant care recelve these services through the HEU special
projeets, particularly in the blg cities and rural areas,

Therefore be it resolved, That state governments and counties appropriate
matehing funds and cstablish and operate prozrams to provide these
services to all people in need of then,

VHERELAS, In the najority of states, wonmen who have not yet reached the
' J ¥ [} 7
age of majority, Cefined as either 21 or 18, cannot receive any
medical treatment without parvental consent, . :
‘ N

fherefore be it resolved, That all states change their/laws to allow
all women full access to" needed medical services/state or parental
intervention,

Be it resolved further that, State legislatures petition the federal
povernment to support a srectly expanded.contraceptive research prosran
md Insure sufficient funds in budgets of st ate universities and medical
sciools for contraceptive research programs; and that states petition the
feceral government to reiew and -expand. the Tederal family planning services
fregrams and apnronriate'SPecific funds in thelr budgets for the required
fe¢eral matching funds Tor these prograns; and that states require repre
sentation of women who will be served on the boards of health malntewance
m® comprehensive health nla.nnmU or*anlzatlons- and that states require
that all health education and training programs, snt including state
Eiversity medical schools, be free of discrimination on the basis of

pex; and that states pass legislation to support comprehensive counseling
. veferral services and adoption and abortion scrvices; and that states
hun; % outlaw commercial azencies engaged in adoption and abortion

fexral profiteeringi and that states increase and expand their appro-
i@tlons for services wwer nedicaid and iedicare; and Tinally,

it further resolved that the 'PC not support any efforts by the
te to coerce women with regard to their decisions concerning their
peproductive lives, incluulnﬂ forced sterilization,
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Jhereas it is the PUYPOsSe of the “ational Yomen's Tolitical Caucus to
protect the intercsts 0f tronien of alil backirounds, ecoronic levels and
political alffiliations ang to take action to elinminate sexism, racisn,
institutioral violencs and peverty:

inerefore be it resolved tiat e Suppoxt au arenda for the 93th Congress
tnat woulc:

.

Za~gualiey chilg fare vrograms, availaple
Leong balow the lomar living standare hud-at
Mned Dy o Curesy of Lakor Statistics, znd on a sliding scale
on income to hizher incone fanilies, apg involvin~ parents and
ty sroups in decision maiin-,

4

2stanlish anc Qinand
to fanilies with an
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4. drnend the Feir Labor Standards Act to increase the mininun wage to
<2,57 per hour iimediately ang Lo extend Protection to Presently unprotected
Loups,; especizlly comestic and arricultural vorlers,

Y

3. Inact an ormnibus lomentg Alzhts hiln prohihitine discrimination in all
foderally assisted "regrams, nublic &cconmodations, and houéing,

&, Extend Title IX of the Higher Education act of 1972 to prohibit
discrimination in admissionS'to_colleges and universities, and enact
legislation to provide technical assistance to end sexism at every level
of education, ST ' '

.

. ?revent,discrimination‘on the basis of sex or marital status in alj
onsumer credit transactions,,all federally related mortzase Lransactions,
nd all credit transactions withffederally insured banks, savings and loan
ssociations oT credit. unions,

Moo U

6. Pronibit diserimination in the granting of insurance,

7. ‘nclude, in any health security. program, coverage of all women's
ith services (including prenatal, delivery, and pPostpartum maternity
re; voluntary Contraceptives, sterilization, abortion, infertilicy
and other fertility-related services), ¢o-insurance or deductibles and
without regard to age, marital Or economic status, The Mational Women's
Zolitical Caucus rejects any effort to coerce women to have oT not have
children,

+ Until the above program becomes reality, continue and expand the Family
lanning Services and Population Research Act (Title X of the Public

dealth Service &et) to provide family pPlamning services and to expand
development of ney and surveillance of eXisting contraceptives,

a
o
-
I
T

%.  Ixtend for Tive vears the special Project grants for maternal and
Cnlid health under Title V of the Social Security Act,

10, ‘idope legislation to give public ang nonprofit private dgencies funds
7oestablish and operate progyams to finance the costs of abortion,
Feinaucy counselling, adoption services and other referral services
ccarding options related to pregnancy,

CONTIIVED

™

-
-
-

[y
=
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LA ZOLATICT A1) TUE 93TH.COUGRISS WORNSHOP
RISCLYUTIC: (CCLTIVUED)

-

11. Zliminate inequities in private pension plans,

12, 4Amend the Jocial Security ict to make it more equitable by permitting
payment of benefits to a married couple on combined earnings if that
produces a higher benefit, reducing to five years the length of time a
marriage must last in order for a woman to qualify for wife or widow's
penefits, and providing benefits to householders.

In order to carry out this legislative program we support. adequate funding

~of all agencies enforcing civil rights and women's rights laws including
the Equal Zmployment Opportunity Commission, U,S, Commission on Ciwil
Rights, Women's 3ureau of the Department of Labor, and the 0ffice for Civil
Rights in the Department of LEW, We call on the President to enforce all
anti-discrimination laws.

Secause of the extensive scope of women's concerns, not only in the area
of sex discrimination but also in social and economic concerns, the
lational Woments Political Caucus will provide full-time lobbying staff
in Washington, D,C., with developing effective legislative action programs
at the local, state, and national level,

alanbeatontantaeintuatsatanantinten’s e Yot e oy T AP PTL PP PPU RO L PP PR I JON STUIIC L
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LILD CARE WCRNSHO? AID WELFARE RIGHTS WORISHOP & UIIOl
“ICRKSHOP: RESOLUTION CIY THE TALMADGE AMEIDIEIT

Whereas the Talmadge Amendment requires that, in order to be eligible for
welfare, a woman must register for work if she has no children under the
age ot six years,!

Whereas this Amendment is;

Sexist, because it discriminates against women who are the sole supports
of their families; it perpetuates the use of women as slave labor, since
they must accept any job without regard to personal aptitudes and desires;
and it perpetuates the underemployment of women;

Racist, because the majority of women affected are black, brown, and
native Americans;

Anti-family, because it perpetuates the status of those at the bottom of
our society: it should provide quality day care facilities, but does not;
and AFDC contributes to the breakdown of families and their subsequent
invelvement in criminal activitiesg

Therefore, be it resolved that the lational 'lomen's Political Caucus urges
the repeal of the Talmadze Amendment and oppeses any other legislation
which forces a parent or guardian to 20 to work outside her/his home and
place her/his child in a child development center or other child care

arrangement, - L B

r &nd ‘whereas forced labor represents unfair competition to other working
woman who have struzgled to achieve decent wages and working conditions,
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CALiALGl FUID-DAISIIG WORVSEQP RESCLUTIOLS

Resolution i#1

Whereas a viable democracy was founded upon and is contingent upon full
participation by citizens in the political process, and,

Uhereas the expenditures requisite for adequate exposure to, education of
and communication with the public by a candidate for federal office are

of such magnitude that many Qualified citizens are effectively excluded

from seeking public office,

Whereas the future credibility of our system of povermment, the strength
of our nation and the freedom of our people demand that the political
arena be open to &ll cualified candidates, regardless of wealth, and free
from dependeince on special and vested inteyest supports

Je it resolved that the ational Women's Politeal Caucus endorses legis=
lation providin~ full and adequate public fuading, from the seneral
revenues, of qualified candidates for federal office in primary and general
election campaigns, and, '

be it resolved that the I7IEC urges that the communications media, including
the electronic and print media, be encouraged, by legislation and other
means, to make a specified amount of time and/or print space available to
candidates for public office without charge.

Resolution #2

hereas it is in thé public interest for citizens to have full information
as to the sources and uses of campaign funds raised and expended in political
campaigns; o

]

Fa 0

it resolved that the iIWEC urges the enactment by state legislatures
laws requiring full and complete disclosure of financial contributions
to and expenditures by political candidates and committees and all groupss
organized for the purpose of influencing the election of candidates to
public office, and the dissemination of this information to the public,

[o}
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REPUBLICAY CAUCUS RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the N W P ¢ that its membership
be as hroadly based as possible,

BE IT RESOLVED, the the N W P C require that each local and state
caucus make a good faith effort to attain in its membership
representation approximately equivalent to party affiliation in
the geographic areas served,

Page J



nTOOIUTION ON SEX DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT

Women have achieved the right to receive an education, the right to vote
nd just recently, a favorable decision from the Supreme Court on the
bortion issue. They have NOT yet received the right to compete openly,

s a woman, for economic justice. Only when they succeed in acliuviag
pportnnity for fair competition in the job market will they receive

conomic power and freedom, Because the National Organization for Wemen
d Women's Equity Action League are committed to taking action on behalf
women who have filed complaints of discrimnination in employment, the
ational Women's Political Caucus should also consider sex discriwmination in
ployment as a matter of wajor concern,

WHEREAS, NWPC recogni es that laws prohibiting sex discrimination in
ployment have been enacted, and

WHEREAS, NWDIC recognizes that legislation becomes implemented and
forced primiarily through the process of litigation, and

WHEREAS, NWPC recognizes that litigants in law suits concerning sex
scrimination often suffer irreparable harm as a result of instituting such
its,and in effect often stand alone and are in need of support from other

men which can only effectively come through local, state and national
men's organimations,

BE IT RESOLVED, that NWPC endorses the enforcement of legislation
aling with sex discrimination in employment as a viable political issue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NWPC establishes a Committee on
ployment Practices for the purpose of helping to eliminate sex discrimina-
n in employment by:

1, Accepting '.é"."ridf?'.':x.é'viewing copies of charges of discrimination that have
been filed with federal or state enforcement agencies,

2, Writing 1etfé‘3;fs of protest to respondent companies er governmental
agencies in support of the complainant,

3, Granting authority to the administrative officer in the national
headquarters to act on the above proposals.

4, Compiling. an annual report to reflect the profiles of discriminatory
trends as to issues; i.e., hiring, promotion, policy, harassment,
reprisal and retaliation as they exist in epecific industries and job
categories. (This is to be implemented when funds are available.)

5. Advieing and assisting an interasted group or person to seek federal
funds oxr foundation mioney for the above proposed research.

PAGE X
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CHILD CARE WORXSHOP RESOLUTION

ESCLUTION I:

That a goal of the NWPC is to prornote the development of a parent
ad community controlled, publicly supported, 24~hour child development
vegram (including after~school) to be available to all children, ages
ivih to 18 years, whose parent or guardian, regardless of economic
tatus, needs and wants such care for her /his child.

ESOLUTION II:

That the NWPC establishes a national level task force to implement
is convention's child care proposals and urges that such task forces be
stablished by state and local caucuses. Specifically, the national task foxrce

all:

‘3. urge reordering of national priorities so that a greater portion of
the GNP is allocated to child development and care;

b. publicire child care needs by participation in Children's Day (date to

be determined by NWPC) activities on local, state and national
levels;

¢, lobby on local, state and national levels for NWPC child care
proposals;

d. demand allocation of a portion of revenue sharing locally and
statewide for child care;

e. work with other groups whose efforts agree with the principles
get forth in this.convention's child care proposals; and

f. urge early"‘ﬁé{sjéﬁgé, of legislation favored by the NWPC,



alewn ' PRIORITIZS WORISHGT RISOLUTIC -

Whereas, the founding statement of the ilational Women's Political Cauecus
affirmed our belief that this country's rescurces are more than adetuaie to
provide & decent life for all ifmericans, e stated that our priorities ‘need
only be reordered te pay for life instead of death,®

Whereas, the President's proposed budget is a tragic continuation of
those distorted priorities that submerce our well being to a military-
dominated economy. Even though the war in Vietnam is ending, he is pro-
rosing to inecrease the military budget to record $51.1 billion in the next
fiscal year, This budget would commit us to the development of costiy new
weapons systens that nerpetuate the absurdity of the arms race and bring
us no additicnal seeuritys and

Thereas, at the same time, the Administration.is proposing a $12 billion
cut ir federal expenditurcs for domestic proprams that have helped millions
of people: job and training programs, housing subsidies, education, mental
health services, medicel research, economic development, legal assistance,
help for rural communities, aid to children, veterans and the elderly, and
other essential programs. )

Therefore, be it resolved that iW2C call upon the Congress to assert
its consittutional role and to reject a budget that is 1nsen51t1ve to the
real needs of our pecple and our communities,

And be it further resolved that .TPC urges instead that Congress:
i, Significantly cut military spending;

2., increase the allocation of funds to guarantee the rights of all
&spericans to adequate food, shelter, clothing, education, health
. care, and legai protection;

3. Develop rev programs and approaches to the administration and
delivery of these funds, to insure, where necessary, that they
reach those they were dasigned to assist;

4, ZIrovide an active role for participants in tlese programs:
I parl

5. Inact legislation requiring the President to release funds already
appropriated for existins domestic programs;

And bhe it further resolved that, to implement these goals, the ilational
Viomen's Politieal Causus’ 12111 establish a national mass lobbylns effort in
Washington and join i coalltlor with otner concerned groups.

ind be it further résolved,that, LU"C call on constituent caucuses to
join in this national lobbying effort and at the community level to seek
out those affected by the ecuts, take action with them, and assist in pro-
grams that enable people to. live with digaity and security,
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Rape JJorkshop Resclutions

Yomen will no longer be victims, Ve demand our right to use the streets
and sidewalks, to live in our homes, to carry on our daily lives without feaxr
of sexval assault., ‘e will no longer be accused of provocation because of
our dress, maunerisms or life ﬁtyles. Rape is never justifiable,

Rape is an extension of society's definition of male sexuality and, as
such, has been accepted as normal, if regretable, behavior. Ue demand that
rape be seen as what it is: not a sexual act but an act of male dominance,

Rape 1s a complex problem, deeply rooted in our societal sex roles,
Solutions 1o the problem are themselves complex and action must be pressed
on all levels,

A VOMBEN TO WOMEN
Be It Resolved: L

That the prevailing attitudes of our society which hold that rape cases can
be effectively handled through traditional male-oriented institutions must
be changed. The woman becomes a victim of that structure as well, e, as
women, can and must effect change on a community and individual level,

That Women's Rape Counseling Centers be available on a 24 hour basis to
provide these services:

1) Arranging the necessary medical examination

'2) Providing the relevant legal information

3) Giving women emotional support

4} Being familiar with proceedings and serving as aids on a one to one basis
throughout the ordeal,

This center should also have records concerning high rape incident areas,

That the media be encouraged and aided in presenting material to educate the

public and to dispel myths about rape, ilews editors should be pressured not

to sensationalize rape for the purpose of selling news. The practice of sen-
sationalizing. crime increases reoccurences.

That women as individuals nust actively talk to their neighbors and friends
to create awareness of rape. lien must be encouraged to view this crime with
different attitudes and understanding,

3, COIGIUIITY SERVICES
Be It Resolved:

That complete medical and psychological services should be provided to rape
victims, These services should include an immediate physical examination, a
variety of means for terminating a possible pregnancy, a follow-up examin-
ation f+~T screening venereal disease and supportive counseling, The fees
for these services should not be borne by the rape victim,

That awareness of culturally produced stereotypes of male as aggressor and
female as receptor be countered in all areas of the community, Furthernore,
the topic of rape, including discussion of 1) how and when rape occurs,

2% now to prevent it from occurring, 3) how women can defend themselves,

L) how to handle situations of verbal and physical abuse and 5) what to do
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if a rape occurs should be included in appropriate areas of school curricula
up to, and including, the university level,

C.THI LA, POLICI AD COUATS
2e It Resolved;

That the IVPC establish a task force to review the rape laws and their en-
Torcement, police procedures and the court rcom procedure of putting the
woman-victin con trial

1) Law Qeforn Study: such a study should evaluate the following possivilities,
with the intention of instituting such changes as are necessary at the state
and local levels:

a) Abolition of rape as a separate offense apart from assault and battery

b} Abolition of the corrorvoration requirement vhere it exists

¢) Reduction of the penalties for rape in conjuction with regquired

.. bsychological counseling of rapists

d) Amendment of rules of evidence so that testimony concerning the prior
sexual activity of the plaintiff/victim is inadmissable in court

e) Repeal of statutes which provide, in effect, that a woman could not
be raped by her husband,

2) A1l rape laws shall be enforced without racial bias,

3) Local police forces should be sensitized to the psychic trauma of rape,
The police attitude affects the willingness of women to report and prosecute
rape, To effectuate this end we recommend;

a) “omen should not be subjected to interrogation prlor to receiving medical
treatment when such is necessary,

b) There should be women police officers specifically assigned to interview
all rape victims and participate in the investigation of rape

c) All police officers and offiecials should receive special training in.

the soclal, psychological and emotional impact of rape,
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Resclution #1

Black feminists face enormous difficultics in recruiting black
wemen bo feminisn beeause of a series of complex sociological and political
rfeasons, But one reason fer our difficulty is clear and can be alleviated.
It is the failure of the National Women's Political Caucus to give visible
priority among its lobbying and other putlic efforts to issues vital to
black and other minority women, The National Caucus has often taken
admirably principled positions on issucs that concern us, But thesc have
not been the issuss to which the organization has committed its resowwees
and lobbying efforts, Issues such as the Equal Rights Amendment are vital
to black women, Bui so are the guaranteed annual income and cawel budigelacy
cuts in national social programs most vital to women and childwven, Ve
recognize that the Caucus must limit itself to issues of concern to wome?,
regardless of party, class, or race, Judged by these standavds, the Caucus
urgently needs o demonslrate concrete concern for issues that fall dispro-
portionately on poor and minority women, One such issue is the guarauteed
income, a messure whose cniefl beneficiaries will be women who ave h§5d5
of houscliulds and their children, Another is budgetary cuts in 5001a}
services that wilil dispropoctionately affect women and children, Wi#ﬂout a
greatly expruwded active offort by the entire Cancus in behalf of such issues,
~the-Cenens will never have ‘credibility in black and other minority
communitles, and our efforts to relate feminist issues to the black struggle
will remain at best difficult ang often impossible, Therefore, to emphasize
its concerrn for women of all classes, colors, and origins, we call upon the
Caucus to formulate a plan for national action on no less than 3 issues
that fall hardest upor such women, This plan shall be formulated within
the next 3 months and in conjunction with women in the Caucus who aremmost
affected by such lssuas,

Resolution #2

4t a time when businesses all over the country feel compelled
Yo integrate trelr work forces, and when the law so requires, it i1l behooves
the Natidnal Wemen's Pclitical Caucus to operate with an all-white staff,
This 1s not only unprincipled as a moral matter; it is foolish as a
practical matter, We cannot be expected to build a base of minority women
for an organization that is notb thoroughly integrated from top to bottom,
toreover recruitment of minority women to the Cauvecus will cbviously be nideq
by the addition of minority staff, Therefore we call upon the Caucus to
adopt an affirmative arvkl i Trogran to add black and other ninority
staff with der:is’)‘ormmal’.iurr, vkl wartibny Sy vioman per 4 by A rnnncAsll s bond o
allows or vaceunlies cocur,
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w ewbiedionl waumitied soth by the Chicana Caucus and

the Unien Wemen Workshop

Resolution #1

for the past ten (10) months, our Chicana sisters at Farah
llanufacturing Company in Texas and New Mexico have becn on strike
in a struggle to win their right to union representation and some
measure of centrol over their working lives, let us therefore
reach out our hands to these Chicana women who are taking vositive
agtion to bring the purposes of the NWFC as drafted in July, 1971

to fruition;

Be it resolved that the NWPC endorses the Farah Boyeoll and wxges all 1oval
caucuses to enter into the Farah Boycett,

Whereas;

Whereasy

Whereas:

Resdution #2

The Agricultural working womau is the most expleited in this
country and,

The United Farm Workers (rganizing Committee has successrully
alleviated many of the problems facing Agricultinal workers in
this ccuntry,

The lettuce boycott is a viable means for NWPC to becoms
Juvolved in supporting Agricultural working women,

Be 1t resolved that the NWPC actively endorse the lettuce boycott to

indicate our 1111 snpport of the just struggle of all working reople for
2 deceith wage rod W "1-'1"\'5-"5_0?““‘1.‘"11%‘,,'37','?77'*'-}"‘;“,""‘.’?‘11 200 ‘u_',?,‘nn‘jﬂ'l.'l;i.\?l of thelr OWTI_ o

chojece,
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Whereas: The Chicano community is the most neglected in educational
B opportunities and,

Whereas: Yemen within the community are even more needy of educational
developnent,

Let it thercefere be resolved that educational legislative efforts supportgd
by the NVPC such as the Women's Education Act of 1973, include the following:

1, Concerned efforts to research educational needs of Chicanas,

2, Chicana recruitment for higher education and into the careers
and continuing education pregrams,

3. Active, realistic financial support for the education or
Chicanas at all educational levels,

4, Chicana oriented tutorial and counseling programs,

5, TIncorporation of the Chicano cultnre into edweationsl systems
and textbooks,

6, Active support of Spanish/English, biljngnal/%icultural edit-

7, Inclusion of Chicanas in all affirmative action activiiy,

it

cational programs,

% Resolutionon Selective Service
(Submitted by Peace and Priorities Workshop)

i
ﬁh@wogsz the Presideurof the United States and leaders of both major
pol tical parties have iecungnizad the undemocwatic and ifmoral aspects

of conscrlprion and have called for irs end, and

Whereas the existence of the Selective Service System is no -longer
necessary since draft calls have been reduced to ZeToS,

Therefore, the Natkonal Women's Political Can 1igns calls wupon Couprans
to refuse to eXtend the expiring Presidenrial jnduction autlovity
and o 1e L;({;I','.l‘ CERE T vrhap i g, Lhin faloeriva Seuvioo S‘)‘-‘.)‘ Eelli,

iH
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CHICANA CAUCUS RESQLUTIONS

Resolution #1

Whersas: A Democracy cannot succeed without full partieipation of all the
. people it purports to represent and,

Whereas: Chicanas and other disenfranchised wenen have not successTully
found pelitical expression in the established two party system
cf this country and,

Whereas; The main objective of the NWFC is to encourage the participation
of all women in the political process andm

Whereas: Raza Unida Party is-a recognized innovative means whereby Chicanas
' have found effective political expr ession and participation,

Therefcre be it resolved that the NWEC recognizes Raza Unida Party as an
inncvative means of political expression for Chicanas and other disenfran-
chised people, and be it further resolved that the name of the Raza Unida
Party be included in all official and promotional materials which cite the
Democratic and Republican parties,

Resolution #2

Be 1t resolved that the National Women's Political Caucus recognizes the
Natlonal Chicana Welfare Rights Organization as a separate and distinct body
from the National Welfare Rights Organizatien because of its policies affecting
Chicanas socially, culturally and economically,

Resolution #3
Whereas: THE TALMADGE ACT ALLOWS FOR.

the breakup of the "familia" which is part of Chicana culturs, and
there is no education or economic mobility for the Chicana moether,
The inadeguate -day care services force the welfare mother to

leave her childréen at a’'child care center regardless of its
quality, - If ‘the center is not bilingual, bilcultural, and, if

it totally negates the.family. life-style, the Chicana has no
right to reject it, If she rejects the child care center because
of its locatlon, facilities, its program or its personnel, she

can be rendered ineligible for welfare, and

there is no meaningful training for employment which would truly
enable the welfare recipient to- earn adequate wage (higher than
her welfare check would bring),

Be it resolved that the NWPC supports the Chicana Welfare Rights Organie
zation's opposition to the Talmade Act,
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RESOLUTION OF THE WORKSHOP Oi' ECONOMIC DEVELQOPMENT FOR WOMEN

WHEREAS , women constitute a disenfranchised minority in terms of access
to credit, capital and other business avenues,

DX IT RESGLVED THAT the Mational Women's Political Caucus demand
1) that the Department of Commerce declare women & minority so as
to qualify them for special business assistance as coordinated
by the Office of Minority Business Enterprise (OMBE) and

2) that new and massive resources, quite independent of those
already allocated for minorities, now be allocated for women's
economic development, )

CREDIT WORKSHOP RESOLUTION (CONTINUED)

WHEREAS, women have been denied equal access to available rental
housing, and

WHEREAS, this denial has been particulariy detrimental to those
women who are not married or not living with their husbands,
THEREFORLE JE IT RESOLVED:

That the MJPC shall endorse and lobby in favor of state and local
legislation to ensure equal access to housing without regard to sex
or marital status, ..o '



CREDIT WORKSHOP: PROPOSED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, women encounter widespread discrimination on the basis of sex and
‘marital status in connection with consumer credit, mortgage loans, and all

tinancial transactions, and

WHEREAS, discrimination on the basis of marital status virtually constitutes
sex discrimination because of its uystematic effect on women, and

WHAEREAS, the inability of women to =zttain credit is a mere symptom of our
underlying inequality in the fiaancial communily, and

WHIERIEEAS, credit is an ovdinary iacident to general financial transactions in
our credit-oriented society, and equal access to credit is essential if women are
to compets with men in the financial marketplace, and

WHXREAS, the NWIPC recognizes that equal access to credit is a vital
prerequisitc to the atteinment of 2 meaningful role in our nation's economy,

THIZREFORIE BE IT RESOLVED:

Jo That NWPC encourage znd endorsec the activities of its members. 1
cennection with ldeniifyily Issues, cellscting deta, and disceminating inforination
through the media about the cexist and discriminatory elements of credit policies
of retail stores and financial institutions, and

2. That NWPC gooperate with other women's organizations in the
ectablishing coalitions ‘to force reevalnation and revision of sexist credit policies, and

2. That NWPC recoganize the need for and support federal legislation to
prohibit discrimination on the basis.of sex and marital status in all consumer
credit transactions, all federally-related mortgage transactions, and all credit
transactions with federally-insured banks, savings and loan associations, or
credit unions, ‘

AND BE IT FURTHER R nSOLVIED:

_ 1. That NWP2C's endorsemernt of federal legislation doss not diminish the
need for similar legislation on a state and local level, and

2. That lobbying efforts for state and local legislation be placed among the
priorities of the caucuses in states with an absence of legal remedies in co = inetion
with consumer credit, mortgage matters, and all financial transactions, and

_ 3, "hat NWPC consider in its evaluation of candidates for political office
thair support for legislation to provide women with equal access to credit and thz
general promotion of the economic equality of women.

(CONTINUED)
PAGE U
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CRADICAL WOLEL'S CAUCUS
Statement . of Purpose and  Proposed Resolutions

As wonen we share some of the'concerns that have been articulated at
this convention,” As‘radicalfwomen, wve feel hawever that the larger and
more urgent questions of our society have been ignored and that involve~
ment in electoral politics does not provide a solution op even an adequate
exanination of such questions, - SY radical, we mean getting to the roots,

e believe that polities aid the way we. live our lives are one and
the saime. Electing greater nuitbers-.of women to political office is
meaningless in and of itself. “here must be 'a fundamental commitment to
change the basic structure of our society and to create alternatives,

As radical women, we are not bipartisan., [Je have definite politics
and would argue that our political perspective has been overlooked in
this convention's activities that empi:asize electoral politics as a
total solution,

e most certainly do not repudiate the necessity to actively work
toward change in the lere and now or the necessity for each state and- local
caucus to engaze in those practical activities currently available to thenm
in order to make political opportunity accessible to all people. .lowever
we believe that the .JPC ag a whole must work beyond partisan politics in
order to crefully. examine and struggle to change basic power relationships
of dominarice and submission which exist between men and women, parents and
children, institutions and individuals which prevent our working together
to create a new society in the belly of the old.

He radical women are involved in and committad to grassroots political
projects that are working to insure:

a. IEALTH: by providing free quality hehalth care for all thﬁobgh
community-controlled clinies and hospitals; training para-pro~
fessionals; implementing the Supreme Court decision on abortion
S0 that women imay in fact control our own bodies; ptomoting
intensified researca on safe and sure birtlh control, for both
mnen and women,

De  THE ELDERLY: maximum independence and control of their own lives;
services which provide the option of remaining in their own homes,
such as building programs, homemaltey services, meals on wheels;
developinz ang maintaining councils of the elderly,

~eeeee@o o GUILDRENS  an education process that begins at bipth allowing
them to learn about themsleves, to learn skills that are nece-
Ssary to meet their nceds so that they may grovw into self-
sufficient ang self-determining individuals; educational
community where learning and doing are integrated, where the
community is the school.



d. QUALITY F'ooD, CLOTHIVG, A¥n SVEL”EE: providing for alil through

1=

£,

8 Guaranteed and adequate income and/or utilization of federal,
business, and community resources to Provide necessary resources
{land, tools, and material) and training for people to meet
their own needs. The public should support groups which love
the land against thoge corporations which continue to rape it,

PROTECTION: from harassment of false and damaging images of
women in advertising and the medla; from the production,
Promotion, and sale of toys, clothes, medecine, cosinetics, andg
food which are unhealtiy,

JUSTICE: by defending civil liberties and the right of privacy
whilcl are being seriously threatened by oppressive courts, police,
lawyers, and bail azencies; by supporting legitimate Prisoner
grievainces and working toward eventual abolition of prisons in
favor of more hwmane methods of resolving conflicts,

gf-_PEAGEéwis-not-justrthe-absenbe of 'war but tlie presence of



PAGE W

'ﬁjuSt'relationships spolitical, social and personal. The nations
" and peoples of the world must be free to achieve political,
- econonic and cultural self-determination.

he JODS AD PRODUCTION: by providiag meaningful work ( including
work in the lome with children) for all, work geared to
production for the real needs of people and comaunities,,,
production and distribution to be determined by the workers
and consuners jointly,

i. AT ED IO RACISii: and end to racisnm by eading all oppressive
and discriminatory practices; nnlice harassment; and systematic
exploitation of black, brown, Asian and native American neoples,
3y promoting minotity control of ninority communities; by
ending racist welfare, educational, housing and medical practices;
by suppotting the liberation struggles of minority people,

Whereas in order to keep alive the women''s movement in the spirit of
its rebirth in the 1960"s to cause basic charge in our soeiety, we must seek
alternative. solutions rather than exclusively committi: ', ourselves to
the mainstream of the male political party structure, &' wheneas we nust
continue to challenge the values on which that structure is based,

Whereas the IWPC by its emphasis on electoral politics has given
insufficient attention to a large group of active political - women who
are also committed to basic change and to major social issues of political
and social change,

Be it resolved that the INPC recognizes radical women as a part of the
IWPC, and

Be it further resolved that the NNWPC establish a work force to support
grassroots political programs that are outside any governmental agency or
structure and which respond to the needs and rights of women.




RESOLUT;QN FROM UNION WORKSHOP PAGE X

WHEREAS, NWPC desires %o improve communication, understanding and unity with
the millions of organized and unorganized working women of the nation,

THEREFORE, -BE IT RESOLVZD that NWPQ form a Task Force of Union Women at all
levels of the Caucus; national, regional, state and local, And, that this
Task Force at each level shall have the responsibility of bringing together
union women at each level of union xesponsibility for the following purposes:

to raise consciousness of Caucus women as to the problem of union
ard other working women as well as to raise the consciousness of
union women so that they can better struggle for their rights
within their own union structure;

to

Labor Relations Act to better their conditions on the job through
forming or Joining unions for collective bargaining with their
employers; and

to exchange ideas and furnish assistance on the prodlems of work-

ing women,
HHeR %
WHERLFAS, most Americans are guaranteed their right to organize to better their
conditions on the Jjob,

THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED that NWEC urge amendment of the National Iabor Relations

Act to cover all workers,
FHHI N2k

hold technician or who is a household technician to sign and abide by ". Household
Employment Pledge® which is being circulated among the delegates Pledging such

conditions, '
NUPC further urges that this Pledge be taken back to every local caucus to support

decent working conditions for all household technicians,
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RESOLUTION FROM UNION WORKSHOP

WHEREAS, the Hatch Act and similar state and local laws make second class
citizens out of all federal, state and municipal employees and those who
work for employers who ‘receive partial funding from the federal government,

WHEREAS, they are not allowed to run for office, even at the club level,

to be delegates atfa:qonvention, to raise funds for a candidate or a party,
to campaign as a volunteer for a candidate or distribute material for a
candidate, RRCER

BE IT RESOLVED, that the N W P C urges the repeal of the Hatch Act and
similar laws if the courts fail to remove this discriminatory legisilation,
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THE SOCIAL WELFARE AND HUMAN SERVICES CRISIS

HHEREAS, we deplore the racist and sexist nature of the attack by this
administration on the entire social welfare program via the proposed
nessive tudgec cuts and refusal to mandate welfare benefit and human
services increases, and '

WAEREAS, we submit that Racism and Sexisn are the Achilles heel of
this country, and

WHEREAS, the budget cuts affect senior citizens, welfare recipients,
ceurunity ment2i health, health services, education and housing for
the poor and will place a special burder on women, Blacks, Browns,
llative Americans, Asians and ethnic minorities, and

WHEREAS, no propesal has been advanced to increase grants and benefits,
—hinimsn-wage—and-unemployment compensation coverage, or significant— -~ -
Proposals for tax raform. and

WHERFAS, the federal goveriment agencies are using guidelines and
regulations to limit “he number of p2ople who will be eligible for
these services and thus to cut expenditures, and

WHEREAS, tha elderly for example, will have their social security
increase wiped ou: by changes in.their benefits such as increased
hovsing costs, Medicare premium increases, decreases in veterans
rensions and loss of Food stamps beginning January 1, 1974, at the
sam2 time that the cost of food e¢limbs and wages and welfare grants
do not keep up with the cost of living increase, and

WHIREAS, the President has said that he will order the Office of
Hanagement and Budget not to spend money constitutionally appro-

priated by Congress - for human welfare and instead direct people to
local and state govariment for help, and '

WHIREAS, the money for cocial welfare is supposed to come from

revenue sharing funds, and

WHERZAS , the revenue sharing funds are grossly inadequate in com~
parison to federal monies available until now, and

WHEREAS, this will inevitabl- result in pitting the workers, the
PcoT, senlor citizens and those in need of health and mental
nealth services against each other,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Women's Political

Caucus demand that Congress insist that money appropriated by

Congress be spent on human welfare programs and not bottled up
by tha 0ffice of Management and Budget, and
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LE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Women's Political Caucus
support increased welfare grants and funding at the current and
hetter levels for human services, cutting the federal budget instead
via arms cuts such as the $8 billion that Senator Goldwater has said
is not needed by the Tactical Air Force,

LE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Women's Political Caucus
reflect its oposition to sexism and racism in dealing with all
issues relating to human welfare and human services, and

FIMALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Nationgl Women's Political Caucus
set as 2 top prierity that local caucuses join with the National
Caucus in forming coalitions with senior citizens, welfare recip=
ients, professional groups, Blacks, Browns, the vanishing Native
American, ethnic minorities, and citizens committed to improving
income levels and benefits for the poor and low income people, as
well as inecreasing service programs, and to develop priorities for
the spending of revenue sharing monies and systems to monitor and
evaluate the spending of revenue sharing money,
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PUERTO RICAN WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

RESOLUTION 1

VHERSAS, the Puerto Rican women have been denied adequate representation in this
-.ceonfexence as well as ongoing participation in the NWPC-and-its member caucuses,

BE IT RESOILVED, that:

Puerto Ricans be guaranteed proportional representation (based on a
population of six to seven million) on the NWPC governing body;

the Puerto Rican Women's Political Caucus resexrves the right to
designate its xrepresentation on the WYPC governing body;

membex caucuses from geographic areas héving a Puerto Rican cone
stituency be required to develop affirmative action programs to
guarantee fair Puerto Rican representation; and

any member caucus failing to meet this ébndition will be subject to
challenge,

e
RESOLUTION 2: DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PUERTO RICANS

WHEREAS, in those regions of the United States where we have settled:

we suffer from the highest unemployment rate of any group;

we have the lowest annual family income of any group;

we suffer from the highest school drop~out rate of any group;

we suffer from the highest drug addiction rate of any group;

we suffer from the highest incidence of éhronic illnesses of
any groups o

¥e are vietims of a malevolent welfare system that has destroyed
our family unity and ,

we suffer from the lack of adequate housing,

B IT RESOLVED, that the NWPC and all its member caucuses support national and
local legislation and programs conceived to alleviate the conditions desribed
above; and specifically: ,

i bilingual-bicultural child care services and education from early
childhocd through college;

it

i nationalized health services ineluding but not limited to prenatal
care, treatment for drug abusers and preventive medicine;

i# guaranteed annual family income;

it bilingual manpower development programs; and

# federally funded and subsidized low-income housing,

FAFRRHS

RESOLUTION 3: FUNDS FOR PUERTO RICO

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has noi solved its basic problems of
poverty, unemployment, lack of opportunity, poor housing and other social and
ecenomic inequities,

Bz IT RESOLVED, that Puerto Rico be allocated federal funds on a&n equal basis
for programs geared 1o remedy these conditions,
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WHEREAS; the National Womens' Political Caucus endorses the concept
that all concorned citizens must be involved in the decision~-making
process at all levels of government as a basic cornerstone to the
total vevitalization of our communities; and,

WHEREAS, the National Womens! Political Cauveus believes the continued
and increased funding of social Programs is essential to the growth_

—and—development-of our nation; and, o

WHEREAS, the National Citizens Particination has requested the
cosponsorship by the National Womens® Political Caucus of a resolution

calling for effective citizen involvement in social programs and
continued funding for those programs;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Weomens' Political Caucus
supports. the inclusion of citizens' participation in all federal
programs; ard,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Caucus questions the wisdom of budget

cuts and finanecial impoundments for federally funded programs in areas
such as child care, education, manpower, health, housing and community
development; and,

BE IT FURTHER»RESOLVED'that we call upon all groups concerned with the
cause of uplifting humanity to Join with us in improving the present
status of the “Humen ‘Condition, so that fear, disease, unemployment,
ignorance and blight shall not prevail in this affluent Society,
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“RESOLUTION- ON POLITICAT, PARTY REFORM — - — -

WHEREAS, the National Women's Poliiical Caucus is committed to the
prineiple of full participation of women in all political parties and
their equal representation in the party structures, committees, leader-

ship and conventions,
AND

WHEREAS, the Republican members of the NWPC heartily support tne formation
of the Steiger Rcform Commission, created as a result of Rule 29 at the

1672 Bepublican National Cenventionu,

BE IT RESOLVED that the NWPC calls upon the Chair of the Republican National
Committee to appoint equal numbers of women and men to the Steiger Commission,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED that the 1774 imges 135 Zlciger Commission
to require equal representation of women in all levels of pariy activity,
including delegate selection and convention and party officers; and to
work vigorously to insure that the spirit and letter of the rules passed
at the Convention be followed to open the Republican Party up to the
fullest perticipation of women, mirorities and.young people,

AND

WHEREAS the participation of women has greatly increased in ihe Demo~
cratic Party. and especially in ths Presidential nominating process ihat

tock place in 1972,

AND WHEREAS this increase was due in large part to the adoption and
implementation of the McGovern-Fraser reform guidelines which opened
the Democratic Party to participation by all Democrats, and required
specific affirmative efforts to overcome the effects of past discrim-
ination against women and other underrepresented groups,

AND WHEREAS this effort has started but is not yet complete, and in
recognition of this the Democratic Party has formed the Mikulski
Commission to review and further implement the reforms,

BE-FP-RESOLVED—that the NWPC commit itself .to work for the preservation .
and continued implementation of the Democratic Party reforms which have
contributed to the increased participation of women in the political

process, especially the implementation of a compliance review mechanism to
assure that the required affirmative action is taken, as mandated by

the 1972 Democratic Convention; and actively to encourage the Democratic

Party to continue i%s efforis to create an open and representative party.



PAGE FF
BQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT RESOLUTTON

WHEREAS, a 50-year struggle to obtain Constitutional affirmation and

protection of the equal rights of women and men is close to vietory, and

WHEREAS, ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment is vital in order to

assure first-class citizenship to all persons, and

VHEREAS, the 27th Amendment to the U.5, constitution has been approved

by Congress and has been ratified by 26 of the required 38 states,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that completion of the ratification process be
a top priority of the NWPC amd its state and local caucuses, and

BE IT RESOLVED that thezﬁWECicalls on all women and men of goodwill,
political, relg.ious and other leaders, including the President of the
‘U.S., to use their prestige_and influenbe fo.help achieve final adoption.

of the Bqual Rights Amendment, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that members of the NWPC will not support for

reelection any members of state legislatures who vote agalnst ERA,



