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This is Ron Marcello interviewing Colonel M. L. Daman

for the North Texas State University Oral History

Collection. The interview is taking place on

September 29, 1973, in Dallas, Texas. I'm interviewing

Colonel Daman in order to get his reminiscences and

experiences and impressions while he was a prisoner-

of-war of the Japanese during World War II. Colonel

Daman was captured on Corregidor in the Philippine

Islands shortly after World War II commenced in the

Pacific.

Colonel Daman, to begin this interview would

you just very briefly give me a biographical sketch

of yourself? In other words would you tell me when

you were born, where you were born, things of this

nature.

I was born on October 5, 1915, in a little town called

Caney, Kansas, about one mile north of the Oklahoma

border, about twenty miles west of the Missouri-Kansas

line, down in the southeastern corner of Kansas. I
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went to Virginia. I was in the CCC's and I went to

Virginia. I went to school there. Then from Virginia

I enlisted in the Army, and I went over to the

Philippines in 19 . .

Probably about 1938 or '39?

No, it was much earlier than that. I think you're

right. I think it was about 1939 when I went to the

Philippines.

Going back just a little bit, why did you decide to

enter the service?

Because it was during the depression and it was very

difficult to find any kind of a job worthwhile on

the outside. I had gone to business college and had

some capability of a typist and of a steno. They

told me in the Army that they were badly in need of

them and that I would probably get a very good

assignment if I joined the Army.

This is interesting because this is in many ways one

of the standard reasons that the former prisoners give

for having entered the service. Some of them say they

couldn't find a job since it was still the depression.

Others say they liked the uniform. Others say they

wanted to travel and this sort of thing. Now let me

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:
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Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

ask you this question. What did you think when you

received your orders to go to the Philippine Islands?

I thought it was wonderful. I'd never been out of the

United States, and I thought this was a wonderful

opportunity to get to see some of the world. I was

elated that I got that assignment.

I gather that the Philippines in time of peace repre-

sented pretty good duty, did it not?

It was very good duty, yes. Yes, the pay was very

poor over there at that time. As you will recall, it

was back then that a private received $18.25 a month

which wasn't much money, but at least over there by

the standards it was pretty good. There was a lot

that you could do on that $18.25 a month.

Prices were very, very cheap, were they not?

That's right.

Incidentally, where did you take your basic training

when you entered the Army?

I took my basic training at Fort Slocum, New York.

I sailed around from New York City on the USS Republic,

which was a transport. It was a fantastic journey.

It took us fifty-one days to get . . . no, it took

us thirty-four days to get from New York to San
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Francisco. I arrived in San Francisco with $5 in

my pocket. You can imagine what kind of a spree I

put on with $5. Then we went on on the SS Grant, which

plied between the Philippines and the United States at

that time as a troopship. It took us fifty-one days

to get out to the Philippines in those days. That

was quite a horrendous voyage because we ran into

some storms.

Were you an enlisted man at this time?

At that time I was, yes.

Could you identify your unit?

At the time that I got in the Philippines, I was assigned

to the Headquarters Philippine Department as a

stenographer-clerk.

Were you a part of some division or something of this

nature?

No, not at that time. It was just headquarters troops.

You mentioned awhile ago that it was rather a rough

voyage from California to the Philippines. As a boy

from Kansas, how did you fare?

I wasn't a sailor. I really got seasick at that time.

Well, what happened when you got to the Philippines?

What sort of activities did you engage in when you

got there from a military standpoint?

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:
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Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Well, we were assigned to these barracks there which

was just about a block and a half from the headquarters

which was in the old stone-wall city. The Philippine

Department Headquarters was right there on the corner

of the Pasig River where the old stone wall came

right down to the river. At that time I was assigned

in a judge-advocate general's office as a court

reporter.

At the time you got to the Philippines, did you ever

give much thought to the possibility that at one time

or another, maybe in the near future, the United

States and Japan would eventually be getting into war?

That was the farthest thought from my mind. That

didn't come about till sometime later.

As a young recruit, did you more or less keep up

with world events and things of that nature?

I tried to by reading all of the magazines and newspapers

I could get my hands on. But I still wasn't enough of

a student of history to realize that there was the

possibility of war in the offing. I married in 1939

. . . no, I should say this. I was transferred from

Manila to Baguio. When I went out there, I was a

company clerk in an outfit up at Baguio, the care-

taking detachment up there.
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Then later I bought out of the Army. In those

days you could buy out by depositing an amount of

money that in the event that you became an undesireable

person in the Philippines that they could . . . your

passage was always paid, so they could get you back

to the United States. I served as an enlisted man for

two years and eleven months over there. Then as I

say, I bought out of the Army. I went to work for

the largest Ford dealer in the Philippines called the

Manila Trading and Supply Company. I went to Manila

to live, and from there I was sent south to Cebu

Island. I took my training there, and from there I

was sent on down to Mindanao. I had my own branch

at Cagayan, Oriental Misamis. I stayed there for

about two years plus. Then eventually I was transferred

back to the main island of Luzon.

When I got back there, I decided to get married.

I married an Army officer's daughter at Fort William

McKinley. Her whole family, of course, 100 per cent,

was in the Army. She thought it would be an excellent

idea if I'd get in as a reserve officer, which I did.

Later on when things began to look like everybody was

going to have to do their year of active duty, I
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

decided to volunteer. I went on active duty for a

year but I got caught. In that year all this happened.

That's kind of interesting. You went over there as an

enlisted man, and then you eventually got out of the

service and worked for this private company in the

Philippines, and then you eventually got back into

the Army again.

That's right. That's correct, sir.

Well, let's pick up events from that point then. As

time got closer and closer and closer to December 7,

1941, December 8 your time, 1941, what sort of

training did you undergo to prepare for the eventuality

of war?

Well, at about that time General MacArthur was given

the complete command of all of the Philippine Army

forces over there. At that time I was stationed at

Fort Stotsenburg which is at Clark Field as you recall.

We were constantly undergoing combat training there.

I had a platoon and we were out on bivouac a lot and

constantly getting ready for . . . as a matter of

fact, I hauled all those big what we call a "Long

Tom" 155's from the Fort Stotsenburg area all up along

the west coast of Luzon, even up to the farthest most
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point where we had them stationed. They made me an

instructor, and we designed a truck driving school

in which we started training Philippine Army, that

is, the Philippine Filipinos into truck companies.

That was quite an experience because I took convoys

then all over the Philippines, Luzon proper.

I would assume that this perhaps might have been a

pretty difficult job in training these Filipinos

for this type of work.

It was very difficult.

Considering that you were working with people who

were for the most part, I would say, maybe illiterate,

certainly had not been around machinery at all, ill-

educated or uneducated.

Uneducated, that is correct, and didn't speak English

too well. Of course, we had our own non-commissioned

officers. At that time I belonged to the 12th

Quartermaster Regiment, which was a motor transport

outfit. I think we did a rather bang-up job in

getting those truck companies turned out the way we

did. Just from a big-wide-open field, teaching them

to drive and also to maintain the vehicles so that

they were in a position to roll.

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Division per se.

From the standpoint of equipment and material and

this sort of thing, what was the condition of the

Army in the Philippines as the war approached?

The Philippine Army per se received a lot of brand

new equipment. We had a lot of brand new two and a

half ton GMC trucks which we trained these units on.

It was in pretty good shape. They also had quite a

bit of good American equipment that had been shipped

in there and turned over to them. You see, at that

time I belonged to the Philippine Division. The

Philippine Division was just spread very thin as

instructors all over the islands in the various

aspects of combat services and logistic service units.

It was not unusual for us to come in contact with

brand new equipment that we weren't even able to get

a hold of in our own Army, that is, the American Army.

The Philippine Scouts in my opinion, I regard them as

the best soldiers that I ever had the opportunity of

working with. They were really, really tough

soldiers and really gung-ho.

The Filipino Scouts were actually considered a

component of the United States Army, were they not?

This is correct. They were a part of the Philippine
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

But they would never serve outside the Philippines.

That's right. They served only in the Philippines

as a part of the Philippine Division. That division

was about 12,000 strong.

This is an opinion that's shared by almost all of.the

other people that I've interviewed. Every one of

them, so far as I can recall, has a very high regard*

for the Filipino Scouts.

The Philippine Scouts were wonderful soldiers. They

really were. They were well-trained, and for the

most part their officers . . . they had a West

Point of the Philippines over there, and, of course,

we had manned that West Point with instructors. They

were well-instructed, and their officers were very

good officers.

Now on the other hand, the Philippine Division was

strictly made up of conscripts, isn't that correct?

No, it was volunteer. It was a waiting line, volunteer,

father-son sort of a deal. Everybody wanted to become

a Philippine Scout because he realized that was a

position of prestige. It was quite an honor to

become one, and therefore they had a desire practically

from childhood. If the father was a member of the
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marc ello:

Daman:

Philippine Scouts, they wanted to become one also

when they were able to do so.

Now the Philippine Division, on the other hand, they

were conscripts, were they not?

No, the Philippine Division were volunteers, but the

Philippine Army was conscripts.

Right. I see. Let me get this straight. Now the

Philippine Division was made up of Americans primarily?

Yes, we had one American regiment. We had two

Philippine regiments. Our service troops were

Filipinos.

I see.

The 31st Infantry, you know, the famous China Infantry

Division that went up there in that China problem that

they had several years before? They were brought back

to Manila.

Yes.

That was our main regiment. Of course, our service

units of the 12th Quartermaster Regiment which I was

a part of was Philippine-manned with American officers.

I say this American now not in degradation of the fact

the difference between Philippines and Americans, but

only to identify the difference between American

citizens per se and Filipinos.
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

As war approached, were your activities all geared

toward the eventuality of combat, or was there time

for a social life or anything of that nature?

Yes. Oh, there was definitely a . . . you see, in

May of 1942, they evacuated all the wives and children

and so on.

That would have been May of 1941, would it not?

That's right, 1941. You're correct. When that

happened, of course, then the social activity began

to pick up because our general, General King, insisted

that his officers at retreat when the . . . every day

we must go into whites at time of retreat in order to

maintain discipline. We must have candles on the

tables. Although we had house boys and so on to

serve and take care of us, our dining tables, they

were social. They had to have candles on the table,

and it was strictly a formal affair all the way through

because he felt that that's the only way that he could

maintain the discipline he wanted, and he was right.

It paid dividends.

That Army in the Philippines was a very spit-and-polish

outfit, was it not?

That is correct.Daman:
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Marcello:

Daman:

Can you remember what you were doing and what your

thoughts were when you heard about the Japanese attack

at Pearl Harbor?

Yes, I can. I was sitting at the breakfast table.

We had the radio on when we heard that they had

attacked Pearl Harbor. As a matter of a few minutes

following that, they attacked Baguio, which was about

three and a half hours driving time north of us. Of

course, my fellow officers . . . I was living with

some field artillerymen. Being a motor transport

outfit, we did a lot of hauling of their guns around

and maintaining of their equipment. The word at the

breakfast table was, "My God, it's started already."

We then immediately got down to our own outfits to

see if there were any orders waiting for us. There

was nothing yet. It hadn't developed to the point

where it was . . . so we went through the morning.

We got out our plans and dusted them up, what we

were going to do if we had to move out. We went home

for lunch, and while we were sitting at the lunch

table, they bombed Clark Field. I remember jumping

up and running in and getting my pistol holster and

my .45 and clamping it on and my tin hat, and I started

out on the run for my outfit. I was about five to
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seven blocks from my platoon when they were . . . we

were at our motor sheds. I got caught right out in

the middle of that parade ground with . . . and here

came a Jap Zero, boy, and he was just plowing the

ground ahead of him. I jumped behind a big acacia

tree over there only in time. I felt that whole

acacia tree begin to rattle where those bullets were

striking. From there, when he passed on over, I got

up and ran fast. We got in a ditch and I ran all the

way down to my outfit. On a later trip, I took my

wife and our son on a grand tour of Korea back to the

Philippines. I took them up and showed them that

very tree. The bullets are still in the tree there.

Is that right? When you heard about the news of the

Japanese attack, did you think it would be a relatively

short war?

Yes, we didn't think that they had any possible

chance. An amazing part about Clark Field was that

we had a lot of dummy rubber airplanes stretched

around the field there to represent the real McCoy.

We found out later that they knew where every one of

those were, and every one of them remained intact.

There wasn't a one of those that were hit during the

Marcello:

Daman:
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strafing and the bombings of Clark Field. As soon

as the dive bombers started working over Clark Field,

they would swoop down over there and come right up

over my motor pool. Well, my men were all behind

sandbags and concrete revetments we had there. I

laid there and I fired that .45 until I had blisters

right across my right hand. I couldn't hold that gun

in my hand any longer. We actually with small-arms

fire got one Jap.

Going back just a minute, what were your impressions

of a typical Japanese? Let's say from a physical

standpoint?

He was just a little slant-eyed individual who was

uneducated, who didn't possess the capability of

being able to be a good soldier.

I'm sure that you conjured up the vision of the cartoon

character, perhaps, with the buck teeth and.the thick,

horn-rimmed glasses?

That's correct. That's right, although there were

lots of them in the Philippines at that time. I

might tell you a little sidelight, too. There was a

big beer brewery called the Balintawak beer brewery

just outside of the city of Manila. They would come

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:
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out and serve beer to parties and invite as many

officers and high-ranking civilians in the area as

they could get in there. This was a wonderful

espionage source--to get people tanked up and they'd

get to talking. I bet you that the waiters that

they sent out there to draw the beer, I'm positive

that they were espionage agents.

Well, from what I gather there were quite a few

Japanese nationals living in the islands. Also, I

think it was learned later on that some of these people,

at least, were military personnel who posed as

businessmen of one kind or another.

This is right. This Belintawak brewery was the GHQ

of the Japanese intelligence in the Philippines, we

later determined. What a wonderful system they had

going under this beer deal! They'd solicit these

parties and say, "Well, we'll furnish the beer if

you'll let us come out and serve it."

There's a very good possibility that this is how

they found out about those dummy airplanes and this

sort of thing.

This is right. Also, we had a lot of Filipinos in

that area who sold out early to the Japanese. They

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:
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fed information to them quickly, too. We went back

later and found there were a lot of people that I

had known before that had been annihilated because

they were traitors to the Philippine cause.

So you heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor. You

thought that it was going to be a relatively short war.

That they would never be able to get in and bomb us.

But they bombed Baguio that morning, and at noon they

bombed Clark Field. That afternoon General King moved

us out into the field. Incidentally, this famous . . .

I was trying to remember his name now, if I can just

think about it . . . Colin Kelly, the one that flew

the plane and got the Jap battleship. He flew off

Clark Field that afternoon. We saw him return, saw

his ship return. But we didn't know that he had

. . . of course, he was dead when they got back. But

the reports kept coming in to us all the time about

how destroyed Clark Field was, and I mean they really

tore that place up. We didn't have a half-dozen air-

planes on that place. Another strange thing is our

antiaircraft artillery firing mechanisms were all in

Manila at the time being repaired. So we had no

antiaircraft artillery. The only thing we had was

small arms.

Marcello:

Daman:
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

I understand that what antiaircraft equipment was

available in many cases was incapable of reaching

the Japanese planes.

I doubt that because it was an antiaircraft outfit

from New Mexico, and they were extremely good on their

target practice and so on. The Japs were so cotton-

picking low, as I say, when I could lay there and

fire with an opportunity of hitting one with a .45

caliber pistol, you know he wasn't very high. He

didn't have to be very high to have the ack-ack reach

him. I had three Browning automatic rifles in my

platoon and a lot of repeating rifles.

Incidentally, what did it feel like to come under

these attacks? I assume that after awhile they

became rather constant, at least from the air.

Well, I'll tell you the first one, I mean scared,

that's putting it mildly. I think all of us . .

this was our first experience in actual combat like

that. When we saw all of the smoke and the fires and

so on coming out of Clark Field, why we were very

despondent because we couldn't see any of our planes

get in the air. This was a very depressing blow.



Daman
19

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

I assume there was also a great deal of confusion

during these initial attacks, was there not?

No, there wasn't because the American officers kept

their own units in their positions and kept them well

under control. That night we pulled out, as I say,

and went to the field. We went to the field with

our field artillery regiment. In the meantime our

cavalry had fought itself all the way up the northern

part of the island on the west shore. That next

morning we started hearing that our cavalry was

falling back, and it was being chewed up pretty badly

by the tanks that the Japs landed up there.

Well, how long did you remain around Manila before

you eventually went over to Corregidor?

I never was in Manila by that time. Out at Clark

Field we remained up there . . . I was out in the

field about five days before they started us back

onto the peninsula of Bataan. We got back there

and I established a motor transport depot back there,

that is, a repair shop. I was assigned to I Corps.

We were the motor transport unit for I Corps and

also provided their motor transport.
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Marcello:

Daman:

I see. So you were up around Clark Field for five

days, and then eventually you went back into the

Bataan Peninsula, which, of course, was all a part

of Plan Orange and that sort of thing. Now this is

kind of interesting, I think. Can you describe what

this trip was like in going from Clark Field back into

the Bataan Peninsula?

Yes, we went back at night, and I'm telling you it

was the most horrifying thing that I had ever gone

through in my life. No lights at all. You'd be going

along the road in a vehicle, and "WHIIIST" by you would

come another vehicle. You didn't even know there was

another vehicle there until you heard the roar of the

motor just opposite you. You thought, "Oh, my God,

I didn't see him. I'm lucky he didn't crash right

into me." You know, that sort of thing. But as I

say, God was with us and we got back into the

peninsula there and into campsites which were . . . we

had reconnoitered that afternoon and knew where we

were going. Fortunately we got in there and got our

platoon bedded down for the night and got them all

dug in foxholes and put them in foxholes.

I had a striker that was extremely sanitary and

clean. He felt that he ought to wash and do my bedding
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every morning first thing, which he did. But the

dumb cluck hung a sheet right out in the tree, right

over our foxhole up there. So the next morning we

got one of the darnedest bombings that you ever got

in your life. We had a plane called "Photo Joe"

that used to just fly around. You've probably-heard

this before from other POW's. He circled . . . you

could set your watch from the time "Photo Joe" came

down to make his reconnaissance. Nobody ever fired

at him. If they ever fired at him, that was invitation

that the bombers would come in that afternoon on that

spot. So as soon as he saw that white sheet, why

they came in that morning. I got blown completely out

of that foxhole. So we moved back in a little deeper.

I think it taught my orderly a lesson never to hang

anything white out in the tree again.

What was the terrain like on Bataan?

Bataan was very mountainous.

I assume there was jungle also, was there not?

Yes, there was but the cover was not real heavy over

the areas where we were bivouacked.

So far as roads were concerned, I guess there was one

major road which kind of skirted the perimeter, did

it not, of the peninsula?

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:
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Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

That is correct. Dusty and every time a truck would

come down there the dust would fly up. Old "Photo

Joe" could see that dust. He'd watch that truck,

where it went. That was a definite spot for bombers

the next day.

Now at this time when you got into the Bataan Peninsula,

I gather that you had your vehicles with you, did you

not?

That is correct, sir, I did.

Did you lose any of the vehicles when that guy put

that sheet up on the tree?

No, we didn't lose any vehicles, or I didn't lose

any men, thank God. But we moved over about 200 yards

from a tremendous ammunition dump of I Corps. We were

there in foxholes on this hillside. Somehow or other

they found out there was an ammunition dump there.

They bombed that ammunition dump, and when that

ammunition dump went off, you talk about hell on wheels!

That was worse than all the bombings that we took

because our own shells were being kicked up into the

air and exploding and falling. Even then I didn't

lose a man in that because I kept them well in the

foxholes. They were extremely well-disciplined. They
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didn't dare get out and show themselves. So I'd say

that by and large we got through it in excellent

shape.

I would gather that after you moved down into the

Bataan Peninsula, gradually, slowly, you had to keep

moving your headquarters or your unit deeper and

deeper and deeper into the peninsula.

Yes, because the Japanese started shoving civilians

through the front lines. They kept pushing us back

because there's just so much territory there. As

these people came in, why, there was no room for

them and us, too. So we had to move back toward the

water's edge all the time. We didn't have enough

food. We went on half rations. By that time our

cavalry had gotten back in there. We decided . . .

somebody made the decision that we would eat the

cave's horses, so we did. We started eating horse

meat as our only meat supply.

I'm sure this was a deliberate policy on the part

of the Japanese--to push those civilians back in there.

That's right because they knew we wouldn't shoot

them. On the other hand, they could follow right

behind the Filipino civilians and they would be

getting in there.

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Those civilians would have to be fed also probably.

That's right. We had to go on half rations in order

to feed them. Sickness became rampant back there

on the peninsula.

It was around this time that, at least among some

of the GI's, that General MacArthur came in for a

certain amount of criticism. Of course, as you know,

they sometimes referred to him as "Dugout Doug"

mainly because he apparently paid virtually no visits

at all to Bataan.

This is not so. This is an untruth because Doug

was over on "The Rock." He was on Bataan every day,

and he was right up there on the front lines visiting

the soldiers. I've seen him myself several times.

He was absolutely . . . it appeared that he was

impervious to any fear at all or of anyone bothering

him. But he did get that nickname, this is true.

How do you think this came about, if obviously he was

over on the front lines?

The nickname?

The nickname, yes.

Well, here you imagine these fellows sitting out here

like sitting ducks in a target gallery, sitting on the

side of a hill, and the top general's staff was back
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over here on this rock 125 feet deep down under the

tunnels. This would be a natural inclination for

soldiers to say that sort of thing.

Yes, I think this is probably true because at the

time Corregidor was more or less looked upon as an

impregnable fortress, and here these guys were over

on Corregidor, supposedly safe and secure, while

these other guys were getting shot at over on Bataan.

I'm sure there must have been a certain amount of

envy or jealousy or something of that nature.

That's right.

How long were you down in that Bataan Peninsula

altogether before you got over to Corregidor?

I think I was there about four and a half months.

Then I had a hernia that was going bad. I had to

get over and have this examined over at the hospital

at Corregidor. So on March 21, 1941 . . . I think

this would have been '42 . . .

'42, right.

I went over there at night. But when I got over

there, and they put me in the hospital, they examined

me and said that they were not going to be able to

operate because they needed the beds for other purposes.

So they did not operate on me there.
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Before we get over to Corregidor, what were your

rations like at the time you left Bataan? You

mentioned that you were on half rations, but what

did they consist of?

They consisted of . . . we had a half a mess kit of

rice, steamed rice, and . .

You must have had canned salmon.

No.

No?

No, we did not.

I thought that was part of the fare that most of them

had on Bataan.

No, we didn't have it on Bataan, that I recall.

Did you have any ways of supplementing your diet

over there, that is, by getting tropical fruit or

anything of that nature?

No, we had nothing.

What was your own physical condition like at this

time, other than the fact that you had the hernia?

.Were you suffering from malaria or anything of that

nature yet?

No, not on Bataan. As soon as I got over to Corregidor,

though, I became quite ill, and they determined that

I had malaria there.
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I see. Okay, so you went over to Corregidor. What

did you do after you got there? What were your duties?

My duty there, I was assigned to the Philippine Motor

Transport Depot. I had a contingent there up on

Middleside. In an air raid, they pulled us down

from there and put us down into the Malinta tunnel.

They bombed our barracks so badly that they could

not be occupied. I remained in Malinta Tunnel until

the surrender.

Let's just go back here a little bit because you've

mentioned things that I think need to be pursued

a little bit further. Now at this particular time,

that is, at the time that you got to Corregidor, I

would assume that the island was being subjected to

one air raid right after another, isn't that correct?

That is correct.

What was it like to be under these air attacks

constantly, day in and day out?

Well, I might.mention to you that the Japanese set

up . . . there was a road, a perimeter road that

came around the peninsula there. They set up artillery

hub to hub along that road and fired on "The Rock."

One time I was assigned the duty of clocking with a

stopwatch. I clocked 3,125 rounds of artillery shells
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and mortar and also bombs in an hour coming in and

landing on "The Rock." They just bombed the hell

out of us there, and after awhile, everytime one of

those things would hit, your teeth would just chatter

just like you were in a submarine.

Do you ever get used to that?

Never. You couldn't. It begins to work on the nervous

system so that people were doing things that were not

normal reactions to what they ought to be doing. The

rations there were very low, too, because they had

issued out all the rations out of the commissary that

they could. We still were on half rations.

Of course, both the air attacks and the artillery

bombardments were bad, but which one did you find to

be the worst?

The artillery bombardments were constant.

Why was the artillery worse than the air raids?

Because, as I say, they were constant. The air raids

were intermittent.

I see. Again, I think some of the people have told

me that at least with the air raids, you could see

the planes coming and this sort of thing.

You knew it was going to happen. On the artillery

it was just a constant thump, thump, thump, thump, thump.
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As I said, it was not only ear-shattering, but it was

nerve-shattering all the time. You can only stand

that sort of thing so many hours before you're . . .

Before you begin to crack or at least your nerves

become frayed.

That's right, completely frayed.

Well, you mentioned that as a result of this constant

bombing and artillery barrages, you moved into Malinta.

Describe what the Malinta Tunnel was like.

Malinta Tunnel was a cut through "The Rock," 125

feet down under solid rock. It had laterals running

off from the side of it. One of the laterals that

ran back in was the hospital. Another lateral was

General MacArthur's headquarters where he and his

family stayed and his staff. Other headquarters were

located in there. They had electric generators in

there. They had electric lights. As long as they

had lights in there it wasn't so bad. Darkness didn't

bother people too much. I mean this bombing didn't

bother them nearly as much as when something would

happen that the generator would go off and it would

be absolutely dark and you could hear these things

coming in there like that. That was the hellish part

of it. At night, when it would begin to get dark,

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:



Daman
30

when they felt it was safe, they put up parapets at

the end, and they would let us go outside and get

fresh air at night. We would go out there and sit

outside for maybe an hour.

Did you ever have a chance to observe General MacArthur

at all while you were in Malinta Tunnel?

No, I did not.

What were your duties or what did you do while you

were in Malinta Tunnel?

Just whatever I was called upon to do. One of the

things that I was . . . as I say, I was assigned to

a clocking team of counting artillery shells.

What was the morale like in the tunnel?

It was good.

Did most of the personnel still seem to feel that

help was on the way?

Certainly. It was just around the corner. It'd just

be a matter of hours before it would get there.

I'm sure that the island must have been just one

constant rumor mill.

This is correct. This is 100 per cent correct.

Can you recall any of the wild rumors that perhaps

were circulating at the time?
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Oh, we heard that there was a large convoy that was

due in within a matter of a week. When it didn't

come, of course, everybody was very despondent.

At this time, had you learned what the true . .

the actual damage had been at Pearl Harbor? Did you

really ever know?

Not at that time. I learned later at prison camp but

not at that time. I didn't know.

This more or less brings us up to the day that you

were actually captured. Let's describe the day of

the surrender of the island of Corregidor.

The night before the surrender, they-put all the

troops, that is, all the infantry troops out on the

beach to repel any invasion forces that they thought

were imminent, that were going to come over there.

They were outnumbered I don't know how many thousand

to one. But the kill ratio was 600 to one during the

actual invasion of "The Rock." So our people were

dug in pretty well, and they had good positions, and

they knew what to do. The Japanese suffered very

horribly trying to get on that island. But when they

got on, it wasn't long before they had everything

under control, just like a net.

Where were you at the time that the Japanese invaded

the island?
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I was in Malinta.

You were still in Malinta? What were your feelings

when you heard that they had landed and that you

were going to surrender?

Well, we didn't know that we were going to surrender.

It wasn't announced until the morning that they

actually . . . when the Japs had everything . .

when they were in position, all over everything and

so on. They came in that morning over the public

address system and announced that we were going to

surrender and that everybody would get rid of their

firearms, and they would not try to hold onto them

because you'd probably be shot if you tried to keep

your firearms.

What were your thoughts when the announcement came

that you were to surrender?

That this was the end of all of . . . we didn't have

any idea what was in store for us. I think if we

had, that many of us would never have surrendered.

Did you have the idea or . . . at least some of the

men that I've talked to believe that the Japanese

didn't take any prisoners, that you all might

possibly be killed right away?

No, we didn't have any rumors like that going around
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where I was. As soon as they announced that we were

going to be surrendered, why, about that time the

Japanese appeared in the tunnels. Then they began

to march us down from there down to an area called

the 92nd Garage Area, which was a half-moon, sandy

beach area. I think they put about 9,000 of us down

there in the sun. There were no buildings down there

to get into or anything. We just had to make makeshift

shelters to get some shade. We had a lot of sickness

and a lot of skin disease down there. So we stayed

down there about ten days.

When you had your first contact with the Japanese

troops after your surrender, were you roughed up in

anyway at all?

None whatever.

How about looting? Did they loot you at all, that

is, did they take watches, rings, and that sort of

thing?

Yes, they-made us undress and put everything we had

down on the ground on our clothes, and then they

came by and selected out what they wanted.

What possessions did you have left after the Japanese

got through with this procedure?

I managed to hide a little old wrist watch that was

inexpensive. I was able to go back and recover that.
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But other than that, they took my rings, fountain

pens, pencils, and everything else away from me.

I had nothing but the clothes on my back.

Did you manage to keep your mess kit or a canteen or

anything of that nature?

They let us keep one-half of our mess kit to eat out

of. No knives, no forks, nothing like that.

Well, what happened after you got down to the 92nd

Garage Area? Did you just sit there until they

figured out what they were going to do with you?

Yes. About ten days later they decided to move us.

They moved us out in boats and put us on a big

tramp steamer and took us over to Manila. Then

they made us go over the side on rope ladders into

waist-deep water. Then they herded us ashore and

marched us down through the main streets of Manila

under guard so they would show the Filipinos that

here are the American forces and this is what we've

done to them.

Okay, let's just go back a minute to the 92nd Garage

Area. What were conditions like there during this

ten-day period that you were there?

They were horrible. There were no pit latrines, and

there were flies and disease and everything like that.
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I think everybody began to get dysentery. It was

just absolutely appalling.

Now this was completely out in the open, was it not?

This is right. Just along the edge of the salt water.

Once a day they let us go in the water for an hour

to swim--under guard, of course.

What sort of provisions did the Japanese have for the

troops?

Nothing. You mean food wise?

That's correct.

Very little. The rations now were even lower than

they were on Bataan.

Did the Japanese have the prisoners perform any sort

of details during this ten-day period?

Oh, yes. They took details up and unloaded all the

commissary supplies that they could get their hands

on and loaded them on a boat. They loaded five boat-

loads of commissaries off of "The Rock" and took

them back to Japan on these freighters.

Did the prisoners ever have an opportunity to, what

shall we say, steal any of these provisions or any-

thing?

No, none. If they did, they got beaten very badly if

they got caught with any of them in their possession.
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So you were there for ten days, and then you were

shipped across to Manila. You were marched down the

street, probably down Dewey Boulevard, I guess.

That's correct, to Bilibid. Then we were put in

Bilibid. Then about two days later they took us out

and put us in these steel boxcars and packed them so

full that the men sitting . . . you had to sit with

a man between your legs and so on. The man sitting

in the back of the boxcar would pass out so they

would have to hand him up overhead till they got him up

to the door to get him revived. Then he would take

his place there. Then the next man would pass out,

and he would be moved up that way.

Let's just go back a minute to this march down Dewey

Boulevard. I would assume that the Japanese did

everything they possibly could to humiliate the

prisoners in front of the Filipino civilians.

This is correct. This is right.

What were some of the things they did?

Oh, they would run out there with a knife and cut

the belt so the trousers would fall down. The man

would be walking along trying to hold his trousers

up. The Japanese would be laughing, and, of course,

the Filipinos thought that was very funny.



Daman
37

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Did you ever see any sentiments of sympathy on the

part of the Filipino civilians as the Americans were

marching down the street?

Not there, no. After we got in Bilibid, though, there

were contacts made in which you could pass some

messages out to other Filipinos and get some money

back into Bilibid.

Did any of the Filipinos ever try to sneak any food

to the Americans on this march down the street?

Yes, and I saw the Japanese beat them right there on

the spot for doing it.

So from there you went into Bilibid Prison. Describe

what it was like.

Well, Bilibid Prison was a stone prison. It was

just a regular prison with an execution chamber in

the center of the place there with large stone walls

all the way around it, and only two gates, one in the

front and one in the back. Tower gates and that sort

of thing. So we were put in these long barracks with

bunks. No bedding of any kind, just maybe a blanket

to put over the springs. That's what we slept on in

there or on the floor.

I gather Bilibid Prison dated all the way back to

the days of the Spanish rule, did it not?
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This is right. This is a very, very old prison right

in the heart of the city of Manila.

What did you do while you were in Bilibid Prison,

just sit there?

That's right.

This was kind of like a transit point, was it not?

This is right. Until they moved us off . . . they

moved us from there up to Cabanatuan on this rail train.

How long were you at Bilibid altogether?

I would say we were there about a week before we were

transferred out.

Okay, describe this trip now from Bilibid up to

Cabanatuan. What was it like?

Well, as I say, they marched us down to the rail yard,

and they put us in these boxcars. There must have

been forty to fifty in each one of these small box-

cars, steel boxcars. This was the most horrible

nightmare I've ever experienced or ever hope to

experience in my life because there wasn't enough air.

The doors were only open about three inches to get

air inside. As we were moving along in this hot

tropical sun, this car was heating up all the time

and the body heat in there. People were passing out

and the only way you could get them revived was to get
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them up to the door where they could get a little air.

As they would get up to the door and come to again,

why, then the next guy in the back would pass out,

and they'd have to move him up there. This went on

all day. That night they took us off the train,

and they took us to a schoolyard there in the town

of Cabanatuan. They made us sleep under the building

because it rained that night. Then the next day they

marched us about twelve miles out to the camp that

they . . . the famous Cabanatuan prison camp that

they had up there.

I would assume that, as you point out, conditions were

simply wretched on those boxcars because here all

these people probably had dysentery also, did they

not, and no latrine facilities?

That's right. There was nothing like that that they . . .

Did anybody die on this particular car that you were in?

Not in the car that I was in, no.

What was the march like from the town of Cabanatuan to

the camp? Was it a rather uneventful march?

Yes. Of course, the guards were right there, right

along with us. They were really rough on anybody that

attempted to fall out. They'd come over and club them

and make them . . . other fellows would help them get
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up on their feet and help pull them along till they

could get them along.

So when we got to this camp they assigned us

then to these old barracks that were nothing but

thatched roof sort of deals. It was pretty bad there.

We had our own kitchen. We had our own cook forces

there, but the rice was very limited in supply, and

they fed us swamp weed for soup. You know, water and

boil this weed. It was very, very rough.

Describe what Cabanatuan was like from a physical

standpoint. Now you mentioned the barracks with the

thatched roof . . .

Yes, there was barbed wire all the way around the

camp itself. There were probably twenty barracks

inside of the camp there where they had people sleeping

in there. It was during this period here, of course,

that so many began to get all kinds of diseases--

malaria, dysentery, and so on. We had 22,000 die at

Cabanatuan while I was there.

This was both Americans and Filipinos.

This is right. This is right. They kept the Americans

and the Filipinos segregated at Cabanatuan because they

didn't want any co-mingling at all there.

When you entered Cabanatuan, did you receive any sort
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of instructions or orientation from the Japanese

officers there? In other words, did they spell out

for you the do's and the don'ts, what you were sup-

posed to do and what you were not supposed to do?

Not other than verbally. They did that. They led

us out on a parade ground and sat us down in the sun,

and then they proceeded to tell us what we would be

able to do and what we would not do. If we did this,

we'd be shot; and if we didn't do this, well, we'd

probably be shot.

What were some of the regulations that they laid down?

Can you remember any of them?

That if you were put on a work detail, you must work

as hard as you could because we were working to grow

food for our own selves. They were not going to

provide food for us unless we raised our own food.

Did you as an officer have to bow or salute to the

Japanese enlisted man?

Oh, yes. Every enlisted man you had to. You had to

bow before him when you passed him.

Of course, if you didn't, I guess you got a pretty

good whack, did you not?

This is right. You got slapped with the butt of a rifle.
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Did you ever have to bow toward Nippon every morning

or anything of that nature?

No, nothing like that.

When you first got to this camp, how were you treated

by the Japanese, that is, in a physical sense? Were

you roughed up, slapped or beaten, and this sort of

thing?

No, not at that time. They left us alone pretty much

if you were smart enough to do what you were told to

do. They didn't bother you too much.

I gather that at Cabanatuan the officers and the

enlisted men were segregated, were they not?

This is correct. They were.

Now what was the chain of command in Cabanatuan?

Well, now we had our own American chain of command

which was appointed by the Japanese. It had a little

headquarters. If the Japanese wanted any specific

instructions, they put them down to us through those

officers. Each barracks had an American officer in

charge of it. He received the instructions from our

own headquarters in that compound.

What attempts did the Japanese make here to force the

officers to work? Were there attempts to make the

officers work?
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Oh, yes. We worked like slave labor all the time.

What were some of the tasks that you personally had

to perform?

We had to go out and dig cassava root which was an

edible root and haul it in in big baskets on a

honey basket-type of affair into the kitchen so they

could cook it and feed the people there.

What were some of the other tasks that the officers

had to perform?

They had to cut corn, cut stubble.

Did you ever, as an officer, have to work in any

of the rice paddies? I understand they had a lot

of rice paddies around there.

Yes, but not at Cabanatuan. We did when we got down

to Davao Penal Colony. Yes, they did.

I see. Okay, we'll talk about that a little bit later

on. Were there ever any protests on the part of the

officers about working? Of course, according to the

Geneva Convention and that sort of thing officers

weren't supposed to work.

Yes, but that didn't do any good. They said, "Look,

you're our prisoners. If you want to live, you're

going to work and feed yourselves, or you're not going

to live. We're not going to feed you." They would
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bring us . . . our food was one-half mess kit of rice

a day, one tablespoonful of unrefined sugar a week,

one tablespoon of unpurified salt once a week. That

was the rations that they gave us.

What was your own physical condition at the time that

you reached Cabanatuan?

At Cabanatuan I went in weighing 185 pounds. Later,

on Christmas Day, 1944--this is before the literation--

I weighed ninety-five pounds.

So even by the time that you reached Cabanatuan,

you perhaps were beginning to lose weight.

That is correct. But I had no way of knowing how

much because they didn't weigh us.

Now you mentioned your short rations awhile ago and

what they consisted of.

Everybody began to get beriberi. That's the lack of

the protein in the diet.

Were the Japanese deliberately putting you on short

rations? Did they have enough food that they could

have fed you sufficiently?

They could have gotten out and scrounged the countryside

and gotten plenty of rations for us if they'd have

wanted to. It was a deliberate attempt on their part

to starve these people down into submission. The
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weaker the prisoners were, they knew they couldn't--

what do you call it--rebel in any way.

Did you get the impression that the Japanese really

didn't care whether the prisoners lived or died?

After all, you had surrendered.

No, I think the Japanese wanted the American people

or wanted the nations of the world to think that

they were civilized. They were only fifty years ahead

of head hunters, and they wanted the nations of the

world to believe that they were a civilized country.

Otherwise, none of us would have ever gotten back

out of there.

Because of the insufficient diet that we received

at Cabanatuan and the tremendous amount of malaria

and beriberi and that sort of diseases that our men

had picked up, we lost, as I told you, 22,000 men

there. Now we didn't have any morgue or anything like

that. So they just took the bodies over to a building

and just stacked them like cordwood. I was put on

this detail one morning to go out, and they just dug

a big trench, and they had a mass burial in which

they just put these bodies in there and then covered

it up. Of course, it was marked and later the bodies

were recovered. But this was a pretty shocking experience.
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Now usually I gather that on these burial details,

the depth of the grave usually depended upon the

patience of the guards. I understand if the guards

were impatient, it was a rather shallow grave.

This is correct. The one that we're speaking of here

was rather a deep grave because they had so many they

had to dispose of.

I've also heard it said that from time to time,

especially after a heavy rain, one would go out to

the gravesite, and one could see arms or legs sticking

out. The dogs would have gotten at the bodies and this

sort of thing.

This is correct.

I would assume that the mortality rate was the greatest

during the first few weeks or months that you were at

Cabanatuan. It was kind of like . . . I don't want

to say survival of the fittest, but the weak ones

died off relatively fast, and then only the strong

ones remained.

This is correct. After a year and a half, we were

brought back to Cabanatuan again and from Davao Penal

Colony. We were taken down . . . they took 2,000 of

us that were too sick to work and took us down along

with a large number of others on a ship going down to
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the Davao Penal Colony in the southern -end of Mindanao.

We stayed down there. One of the first things that

our people did was to break the polisher in the rice

mill so that they had to feed us unpolished rice.

Immediately our beriberi began to slacken and be

eliminated. We didn't lose many down at Davao at

all. But they took us back from there back to

Cabanatuan again, and on that troopship going back

it was much like the experience I told you about in

the steel boxcars. We were down in the hold of this

ship. There were 600 of us in the hold: of the ship,

in one hold. This was a nightmare in itself.

We'll talk about this a little bit later on. But I

have a few more questions back at Cabanatuan. What

did you possibly do in any spare time that you had?

At Cabanatuan I barbered there. I got hold of a pair

of scissors and so on. In order to get cigarettes,

I used to barber and charge the fellows a cigarette

for a haircut.

I would assume that cigarettes became one of the

principal mediums of exchange in prison camp.

This is right. It was like money back here or in any

other country.

From where did the cigarettes come?
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Sometimes they were smuggled in by the Jap guards

and sold to the prisoners for watches and that sort

of thing.

How much contact did you have with the Filipino

civilians while you were at Cabanatuan?

None. I was not able to contact any of them, although

there were contacts made there and there was money

smuggled into Cabanatuan and there were messages

smuggled out.

Also at Cabanatuan, I think you received your first

Red Cross package around Christmas of 1942. Do you

remember that Red Cross package?

No, that wasn't while we were at Cabanatuan. We recei'

our first Red Cross package when we were down at Davao

Penal Colony. I remember that very well, yes.

I assume that was a real life-saver.

That was a real life-saver. It really was. As I

recall, it had a number of items. It had canned

butter, and it had some dried fruit. It had canned

cigarettes. It had some small chocolate bars in there

and a number of other things.

Klim?

Yes, Klim, this is right--in which case we used to

cook the prunes and mix it up with the Klim and whip

ved
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it up and make a prune whip out of it. This was

quite a dessert.

I think sometimes those Red Cross packages also con-

tained some cheese, did they not?

This is correct. They did, yes. I remember . . .

as I say, in the next session that we have, I want

to cover a little more in detail Davao Penal Colony

because there's where some rather horrifying experiences

took place.

Yes, I plan to cover that in the next session.

Incidentally, do you have any memories at all of any

of the individual Japanese that you encountered at

Cabanatuan?

Yes, there's one particular one that we disliked very

much called "Laughing Boy." He was one of the most

. . . he was one of the meanest individuals that I

have ever met on the face of the earth. I was on a

detail one time, and I saw him break an arm of one

of the other prisoners who . . . he told him to get

down off of a stack of straw that we were on. This

boy started to get down, but he didn't move as fast

as "Laughing Boy" wanted him to. He carried a replica

of a samurai sword made out of hardwood. He hit this

boy across the arm and broke his arm. At that
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particular time, because they found this out there

. . . they found that some of the prisoners had

stolen some cucumber seeds. We were supposed to be

planting cucumbers out there in the field. They'd

hidden them in the bottom of their canteen pouch.

They put down bamboo poles, and they made us kneel

on these bamboo poles so that the under curvature

of your knee was on that pole. That, of course, is

a very excruciating pain. If you attempted to fall

forward, why, they'd come along and grab you by the

hair--what hair you had--and pull you up, and then

with an old Sam Brown belt with the brass buckle and

so on, they'd beat you across the face with that.

I would assume that there was a great deal of mass

punishment, that is, if one person did something

that he wasn't supposed to do, everybody in that

particular group had to suffer for it.

This is true. This became worse later on down at

Davao than it did up at Cabanatuan in the early days.

At Cabanatuan, you might recall that they divided

all the prisoners into the what were called the ten-

man death squads?

No, that was at Davao.

That was at Davao?
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Yes. I have quite a story . . . as I say, I wanted

to tell you about that.

You mentioned "Laughing Boy" awhile ago. How did he

get that nickname?

Well, because everytime he beat somebody up, he'd

practically go into hysterics laughing. That's why

they called him "Laughing Boy." We had another one

there called Mr. Wada. He was the interpreter. We

called him "Running Wada." When we first arrived

at Cabanatuan, they put us out on this big field

and took our hats away from us and made us sit out

there for two and a half hours in the hot tropical

sun. They said, "We're leaving you out here to

meditate now because we don't want any disturbances

of any kind. If you meditate on this at this time

for two and a half hours, we're sure that you won't

want to commit any kind of crimes against Japan."

Boy, two and a half hours in the sun, sitting down

out there in the tropical sun with no hat on, you

become a Christian in a hurry.

Did you ever run across a Japanese guard by the name

of "Air Raid?" He seemed to be one of the more

infamous ones that I've heard other people mention.
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"Air Raid" shot a very good friend of mine, yes.

We had a major by the name of Harrison who, in his

shoes, in the heel of his shoe, he hollowed out an

area here and he hid some seeds. "Air Raid" somehow

or other saw one of those seeds fall out of this.

He made him take his boots off. When Harrison went

through the guard gate, "Air Raid" was on duty at

that time. Harrison knew he was going to be beaten

pretty badly, so instead of stopping to take that

beating which he obviously would have received, he

decided to run. So he ran down the street and out

toward the back of the camp. "Air Raid" just up and

shot him right there in the camp.

How frequent were executions of this nature in this

camp?

Very infrequent.

Most of the punishment consisted of beating or the

kneeling on the wooden slats that you talked about

and this sort of thing?

On the bamboo, yes. Not slats of bamboo, a pole of

bamboo. A round pole about three and a half inches

in diameter which is big enough to really cut into

your knee if you were to put all of your weight

onto your knees and kneel on this.
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Another one of these guards that I've heard them refer

to on Cabanatuan was "Liver Lips?" Do you remember him?

No, I don't remember him at all.

How about "Donald Duck?"

No, I don't remember him.

They apparently had nicknames for just about all of

these guards.

Yes. Now one time at Cabanatuan . . . no, this was

at Davao. I'm getting ahead of myself. That's why

I say I want to cover this Davao story in itself because

there's quite a story about the rice fields there and

this major that we had in charge there.

Well, we'll get back and talk about that later on.

Let's go back and talk about the food just a little

bit. Obviously, as you mentioned, you were on very,

very short rations. Did you begin to supplement your

rations here in any way?

Yes. When we were out in the fields, we could catch

frogs. I used to catch frogs--those little bullfrogs--

and I'd put them in my canteen pouch and shove my

canteen down on them to hold them so they couldn't

get out until I could get back in. As soon as I'd

get back in, I'd clean them and dress them. Then I'd
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go over to the kitchen and take me a stick, and I'd

roast frog meat over the coals of the fires. Anything

else that we could steal out in the fields that was

edible, we would do that.

How about snakes or anything of this nature? Did you

ever partake of that?

No, not there. At Davao, this is a different story.

I gather that at Cabanatuan, a dog or a cat just

didn't make it from one end of the camp to the other.

This is correct. They didn't.

Who was doing the cooking in this camp? Did the

Americans have their own cooks?

Yes, the Americans had . . . they had mess halls in

which we had our own American officers in charge of

a mess. Alva Fitch, who was later a major general,

had a sign up over the door. Now this is a strange

thing, but the veneer of civilization, as you can well

imagine, is extremely thin. When you had full colonels

fighting over the division of a few grains of rice,

why, there was a lot of griping and so forth and so

on about the servings. Fitch had a sign over door

of his kitchen that said, "Fitch's kitchen. Quite

your bitchin'."

I'll bet that life in this prison camp did bring out

the very worst and the very best in people.
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This is true. We had a Westinghouse engineer there

who, somehow or other, the Japanese found out that

he knew how to repair radios. They had confiscated

a lot of radios from the Filipinos. They put him

in this little shop. They'd take their broken radios

over there to him. He would take out good parts and

substitute bad parts for them. Eventually, he managed

to build a little receiver about three by five and a

half inches in length in which . . . he put it in

this barracks, and we were able to get daily news

from Treasure Island. Later when we moved to Davao,

on that big ship into Davao, why, he divided up all

these parts among almost 800 prisoners. Later they

assembled it when everybody turned in their part.

They got all those parts through to Davao. Down there

he built his receiver in the false bottom of a canteen.

We knew exactly where the advance of the Americans

were as they moved across and on into the Philippines

and up the line. We were one day behind their arrival

in Manila from the news of Treasure Island.

Who kept this radio? Were the parts broken down or

did several people have parts of it?

Eight hundred people had a part. All 800 of them

got through with that part and brought it back to him.
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When we got to Davao or rather when we got back into

Bilibid again . . . eventually we came back into

Bilibid on the second time.

I would assume that in a camp this large, you could

find somebody in there who had any type of a skill

that might have been of use.

This is right. For example, I wrote a cookbook by

tearing the wrappers off the vegetable cans that the

Japanese threw in their trash pile. I used that for

paper. We had cooks in there. We had the cook from

the Count of Savoy, which ran from. . . it was a tourist

ship that ran from New York to Italy. He had a lot

of famous recipes, so I copied a lot of those into

my cookbook. We traded recipes.

This brings up an interesting question. I know what

the answer is, but I'll ask it anyhow. What was

the constant thought that was on your mind the whole

time you were at Cabanatuan?

At Cabanatuan? Well, let me say this. You know the

psychology of the human being and what it is, the

first thing it is is money; secondly, it's sex; and

the third thing is food. Those being the basic drives.

At Cabanatuan, of course, it was food. Later on in

Bilibid, when we got back into Bilibid the last time,
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why, it was food there definitely. This is when we

were so bad off.

I assume that in whatever spare time you had, as you

yourself just pointed out, the thing that was constantly

on everybody's mind was food, and you sat around dreaming

up all sorts of recipes.

And trading them, this is right. I swap you for a good

recipe, and you give me one from yours and write it

down.

I've seen some of those recipes. I interviewed a

prisoner a couple of months ago who kept a little

notebook or diary that he was able to bring back.

Honey, do you have any idea where that one of mine is

here?

No, but I'll have it for him for next time.

All right, we'll dig it out.

Okay.

We were parked next to a government printing office

there in Bilibid the last time we were taken there.

I got a bunch of passport papers and wrote them on

the back of them and bound them in this book. There's

quite a number of recipes in there.

Well, what we did with this individual was that we

took his notebook and we xeroxed it, and we added it
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as an appendix to the interview itself. But in looking

through that notebook, there were some of the most

atrocious recipes I've ever seen in my life. This

guy's imagination just ran away with him sometimes.

But he was telling me--and maybe this was one of your

experiences also--that at times, one could apparently

even imagine that he could smell a particular type of

food cooking.

This is true. This is true. I want to tell you one

project I had to keep from going stir crazy. I always

had aspirations when I was a young man of being a

farmer. I had studied accounting at this business

college that I went to before I joined the Army.

So in this prison camp down at Davao, I hypothetically

bought eighty acres of good bottom land, and I farmed

this eighty acres for two and a half years. At the

end of that time, I came out $17.30 in the black. So

right then that's when I said, "No, I'll never become

a farmer. I don't care what I do the rest of my life."

That's interesting what the prisoners did with their

spare time. There was another prisoner that I talked

to, an officer, who completely redesigned a post

exchange for Corregidor that he was going to establish

after he got out of the prison camp. But it's interesting
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that of all the written material that I've been able

to examine that these prisoners had, invariably it

always comes back to food at one time or another.

Yes, food was the thing, particularly in our last

trip into Bilibid. It was top, head and shoulders,

above everything else. As I say, we had chefs in

there who were chefs at the local diner down on the

corner, and we had this chef from the Count of Savoy.

We also had a number of . . . you see, they brought

a few of the Burma Road prisoners in and dumped them

in on us there in Bilibid on the last time that we

were there. These Europeans had some wonderful

recipes which they gave us, too. I wouldn't be here

today if it weren't for a Czechoslovakian friend of

mine,whom I cannot remember-his name. He used to

steal from the garbage cans of the Japanese and make

soup and make me eat it.

Were you able to obtain any food from the Japanese

guards, that is, through bribes and that sort of thing?

Yes, I traded a $75 watch, and what do you think I

got for it?

Maybe a-rice ball or two?

I got one coconut. That's what I got for my watch.
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But again, that just shows you, I think, what a

high premium was placed on food by the prisoners.

Just the fact that you were willing to trade a $75

watch, which at that time was a very, very expensive

watch, for a coconut.

Yes, yes.

I would assume that once you had bribed a guard once,

then in a way you almost had him because he perhaps

might be afraid that you might report him to his

superiors or something of that nature?

This is true, although down at Davao now, as I say,

I wanted to tell you, they got a little more generous

down there. They established what they called a script

system down there. They printed money and they paid

us so much of this script per month. Then they would

bring in things and let us take this script and buy

sweet potato patties and that sort of thing. We

could buy those with this script that they gave us.

They'd only pay us a certain amount of it. They said

the balance of it was being deposited to our account

in a bank in Tokyo. You know that old racket.

What sort of medical facilities were available at

Cabanatuan?
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At Cabanatuan we had practically none. At Davao we

had even less, although we had some wonderful American

doctors. I had an operation in Davao which would do

justice to the Mayo Clinic. I was on the operating

table for two hours and twenty minutes. He had a

little bit of anesthesia, enough for a spinal. He

blocked me out for an hour and thirty minutes. For

the balance of the time I laid there with my intestines

laying on a towel while he finished operating. This

was this . . . I had a hernia go bad. Remember, I

told you I went to Corregidor because I had this

hernia go bad? Then when they put me over in our

barracks at Davao, I got malaria fever because he

gave me a little bit of saline solution intravenously.

This malaria came back. I started shaking so that

I shook the bed down. The bed collapsed and all of

these stitches here in the midline pulled loose. I

lay there for forty-two days without a drop of

medication or anything to put on that open wound.

Getting back to Cabanatuan, I think there was a . .

I don't want to call it a sickbay. That's not a good

word to use, I guess. It was called the "zero ward."

Do you ever remember that at Cabanatuan?
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Yes, my father-in-law was put in the "zero ward."

People were put in there when they were expected to

die. He died in the "zero ward."

I assume that they received virtually no treatment

at all when they were in there.

No treatment at all. No medicine, no extra food, no

nothing.

How tough was it to get on the sick list?

Well, you had to have one foot in the grave and the

other on a banana peel before they would . .

actually, you had to be lying on the ground and

physically unable to move before they would say that

you were sick enough to be put on sick call.

At Cabanatuan did you ever come across any Japanese

guards who were compassionate or who showed any

amount of sympathy for the prisoners?

Not at Cabanatuan. But I can tell you at Davao

because we were so far removed from Davao to Cabanatuan.

When I left my father-in-law was in Cabanatuan and I

was in Davao. I had heard that he was quite sick. I

-got a rumor down there from a prisoner that was

brought down later that he had died. So I got to

this officer. I knew that he was going to Cabanatuan.

I gave him his name and asked him to look it up for
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me. He did. He went back to Cabanatuan and looked

it up and came back and told me that he had died.

This boy was educated in the University of Southern

California.

What sort of person was assigned to be a guard at

one of these prison camps?

Well, at Davao mostly we had these Korean . . . not

Korean but Taiwan yardbirds. The Japanese had occupied

Taiwan, and they just took these people and took them

down there and made them guards. Of course, they

were scared to death that the Japanese were going to

kill them if they didn't do the job right, so they

were a rough, tough lot.

I would gather that even up at Cabanatuan,.the Japanese

weren't going to put quality troops on prison duty.

No, they did not. They put service troops there as

guards.

Service troops and here again, I would assume in many

cases what I guess the Army would refer to as the

eight-balls, in a lot of cases. Let's face it. A

good officer, a competent officer, wasn't going to be

assigned to prison duty. They had more important

things for him.
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This is correct.

At Cabanatuan did the Japanese allow you to maintain

any sort of gardens or anything of this nature?

No, not at Cabanatuan.

You had no way at all of supplementing your food

other . . .

Not at Cabanatuan. At Davao we did have, but at

Cabanatuan we did not.

In other words at Cabanatuan the food that you had

was simply that that they issued to you or whatever

you managed to steal.

Right. I might tell you an interesting thing. As I

told you, we only got a piece of meat about this

large, two inches by two inches once a week (gesture).

The only way we could get that is, of course, when

the Japs were kind-hearted and would bring it on.

The carabao detail found out one time . . . they were

out there, and a carabao fell off of a bridge and fell

down in a ravine. A guard stepped up and shot it,

and they sent it into our kitchen for that night's

meal. Of course, they dressed it and brought it in

there. But they sure lost most of their carabao that

way after that. Never in the history of the Philippines
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did so many carabao fall off bridges as they did.

Because they'd deliberately drive them off there,

knowing full well that if they're down in the ravine,

the Japs would shoot them. Fish, they used to bring

us tuna once in awhile. But mainly at the last they

got to bringing us nothing but shark which is a very

horrible meat as you can well imagine.

What sort of bathing and sanitary facilities were

provided at Cabanatuan?

Practically nothing. They had barrels up on stilts

in which . . . by a bucket brigade, we'd fill those

barrels, and then when it came your turn, you'd get

out there and pull a lever and get a shower that way.

When it rained, everybody got out and soaked and let

the rain . . . we had a lot of rain there. That way

they got themselves fairly clean.

Did the Japanese ever pull very many sneak inspections

of the barracks or anything of that nature?

Oh, yes, all the time. They were constantly doing

that hoping to uncover something that they . . . but

they never found anything that was that worthwhile,

so after awhile they gave that up as a waste of time.

What sort of things were you forbidden to have?
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Well, obviously you couldn't have a knife. You couldn't

have a file. You couldn't have anything that would

make a weapon.

I gather that in a way they had a one-track mind.

One day they would come through the camp maybe looking

for matches. That's all they were looking for.

This is right.

You could have three or four other forbidden articles

there, and they would simply ignore them because on

that particular day they were looking for matches.

But this is the way they operated apparently.

This is right. They certainly did have a one-track

mind and not logical at that.

Did you ever have any holidays? Either Japanese

holidays or American holidays?

No, we didn't. We were not permitted to have holidays.

How about the Emperor's birthday?

No, although I do think that on the Emperor's birthday

they did give us a couple of . . . they gave us an

extra ration of salt.

Now at this particular camp, how bad were bedbugs,

lice, flies and things of that nature?

Flies were horrible. Mosquitos and so on were not so bad.
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I know I think among the enlisted men, in fact, wasn't

it true that they had to in some cases, catch or kill

so many flies to get extra rations and things of this

nature?

I never heard of it if they were.

I think this was true at least among the enlisted

men there.

I never heard of any such arrangement.

At Cabanatuan was there ever any chance for any sort

of recreation or entertainment?

None.

I was thinking in terms of maybe of baseball or

plays or things of that nature.

No, no. Now at Davao we did have some recreation.

But not at Cabanatuan.

How long were you at Cabanatuan altogether this first

time around?

The first time around I was there from about June 2

until about November 11.

That would have-been of 1942?

Yes.

Would it be accurate to say that by the time you

left, the death rate had more or less either leveled

off or maybe had slowed down to a trickle?
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Daman: Well, it had slowed down considerably because during

that period of time, as I say, we had lost 22,000.
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This is Ron Marcello interviewing Colonel M. L. Daman

for the North Texas State University Oral History

Collection. The interview is taking place on October 6,

1973, in Dallas, Texas. This is the second in a series

of interviews to get Colonel Daman's experiences and

reminiscences and impressions while he was a prisoner-

of-war of the Japanese during World War II. When we

stopped the last interview, we had completed talking

about Colonel Daman's stay at Cabanatuan Prison Camp

in the Philippines.

When we last talked, Colonel Daman, we had been

to the point where you were about ready to leave

Cabanatuan and head for the Davao Penal Colony. Now

first of all, what were your thoughts when you heard

that you were going to leave Cabanatuan? You'd been

there for what, about a year?

Almost a year, yes.

Almost a year. In other words you had more or less

been getting acclimated to the place a little bit?
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What sort of a trauma was it to have to pick up and

leave and face the unknown again?

Daman: This was quite an experience because we didn't know

what was going to await us down there. They had been

using us more and more as slave labor at Cabanatuan.

We had our own doctors there, and we had sick call.

When somebody had something wrong with them, they

went to sick call, and if a doctor felt that this

man was not able to work, why, they marked him unable

to work. Of course, the Japanese doctors came in

and examined him also to make sure that our doctors

were not falsifying the records and so on. But

there were 2,000 of us that were unable to work, so

they selected us up and decided that they would ship

the 2,000 of us south to the Davao Penal Colony. We

didn't know where we were going, but we knew we were

getting out of Cabanatuan. As I said at that time,

it was my fervent hope that I would be able as we

. . . the rumor had it that we were going back to

Bilibid again, and I hoped that I would be able to

contact somebody out of Bilibid and get some money

and get it up to Cabanatuan to my father-in-law who

was still there and that I knew was starting to get
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ill from some of the diseases that we had like malaria

and beriberi. He needed food badly. So we had a long

talk, and he thought it was best that I go. So that's

why I went on with that shipment south.

You were in Cabanatuan with your father-in-law?

That's correct.

Did you see him often or very much?

Yes, daily.

Did you have any particular word about your wife or

anything of that nature? Were you worried about that?

Yes, but we were sure they'd gotten back to the States

all right because it was during that time that we

received three postcards. They let three postcards

come through the Red Cross in Geneva, the intermediary

in Geneva. We knew they were back in the States and

that my wife and her mother-were living together. The

kid brother was over in O'Donnell, and we had heard

that he had died over there. We weren't sure of that.

But later this was confirmed by somebody who knew him

and came from O'Donnell and was brought over to

Cabanatuan the last when they cleaned out O'Donnell.

I gather at this time there was a great deal of uncer-

tainty in your life then. You didn't know where you
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were going. You didn't know what the state of your

father-in-law was.

This is correct.

You really didn't know much of anything at all about

the future or even the present for that matter.

That's right, except that we were on extremely low

rations and that I knew myself that I had . . . I

had not yet had any malaria. But there was indications

that there were lots of people in our camp getting

malaria, so it was only a question of time, I suppose,

before I would come down with it, also.

What did a daily ration consist of by the time you

left Cabanatuan?

A half a mess kit of steamed rice and once in awhile,

maybe once a week they would throw in some pumpkin,

some cooked pumpkin in chunks. They would give us

one tablespoonful of sugar, unrefined sugar, per week

and one tablespoon of unrefined salt per month. That

was the rations at Cabanatuan.

Now you mentioned this steamed rice. Did you get

that twice a day or . . .

Twice a day, yes. Also, once a week they would give

us some kind of meat, chunks of not to exceed a
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two-inch square of meat, of some sort. Of course,

everybody was losing weight very fast. Beriberi was

starting to develop because they were feeding us only

polished rice. For that reason, we thought that

wherever we're going, perhaps things would get better.

They couldn't get any worse anyhow.

It didn't appear that they could, no.

I would assume that most of the people had dysentery

by this time, also.

Yes. Yes, either that or diarrhea.

That dysentery was actually the big killer, wasn't

it? More so than malaria, let's say.

Yes, it was. That's true. That is very true. However,

cerebral malaria was a killer in itself. Our doctors

didn't have any medicine of any kind to give our people.

So you were on your way to the Davao Penal Colony.

Describe what the trip was like from Cabanatuan to

Davao.

Well, they marched us from the camp of Cabanatuan

into the town which was about six miles. Then they

put us on those steel boxcars again. It was that

same kind of a trip that we had coming out that we

had going back in. It was pretty rough. When we got

to Manila, we were taken back to old Bilibid again.
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Did you lose anybody on the trip between Cabanatuan

and Bilibid?

No, not to my knowledge.

How long did the trip take altogether?

I'd say it took the better part of a day to get back

to Bilibid.

It was still hot, humid, and steamy inside those boxcars?

This is correct. We still had the boys passing out and

that system of lifting them up and bringing them up to

the edge where they could get . . . the guards wouldn't

let them-have any air in there. It was a real rough,

a rough experience, I'll tell you.

Did you pass Filipinos again on this trip from the

train to Bilibid.

No, we did not. The Japanese had gone through and

had screened the streets and had driven all of the

Filipinos back away so they couldn't see the condition

of the American troops at that time.

I suspect that the attitudes of the Filipinos must

have changed by this time because you mentioned before

that when you were marched down Dewey Boulevard, in

some cases . . . oh, I don't know what word to use

there . .



Daman:

Daman
75

There was an indication that the Filipinos still had

a compassion for the Americans. But on this particular

trip, those that we saw we only saw them from a

distance. Of course, if they even took one step

in our direction, the Japs would go up and beat them

and run them completely out of the way so they

couldn't even see, as I say, the condition of the

Americans that they were moving south.

Now I would assume that you did not stay very long

at Bilibid once again.

Less than one week. My former boss . . . they had a

bunch of civilians in a compound adjacent to Bilibid.

I did get to talk to my former boss, a man by the

name of L. D. Harrison, who worked for International

Harvester over there. I talked to him for a few

minutes through the gate and found out that they were

faring just about as badly as we were.

Did you do anything at all during this stay at Bilibid

Prison?

No, it was just lying around waiting for the time to

come that we were going to move out.

Incidentally, we were talking about the food awhile

ago and the fact that you were on very short rations.
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Was this a deliberate thing on the part of the

Japanese, or didn't they have sufficient food to

feed the prisoners?

In my opinion it was a deliberate thing on the part

of the Japanese because there appeared to be plenty

of food in the islands that they could have secured

if they had wanted to. They never had any trouble

getting all the food they wanted for their troops.

I was just going to say, you did notice that their

troops were being fed fairly well.

This is correct. Whenever our men worked on the

details over in their kitchens, they would try and

steal some things and bring them across to the main

camp, to the main kitchens and so on. If they got

through uncaught, why, it was always a delicacy that

they were able to bring over.

Let's talk then next about your trip from Bilibid to

Davao. Let's take it from the time you left Bilibid.

They marched us down from Manila to the waterfront,

and they put us on a steamer. They put 600 of us in

the hold of a ship. We were packed in there just like

sardines. You think that the trip in the boxcars

was bad, but this was twice as bad down there in the
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hold of that ship because of the motion of the ship

and so on.

Did they close the hatches?

Yes, they would close the hatches and they would only

let us out one time a day. But in the evening we

could come out to . . .

To relieve yourselves?

To relieve ourselves. Then there was a Jap guard,

of course, always standing there with a rifle ready

to shoot anybody that made any attempt to escape.

What was the name of this ship?

I do not recall the name.

Well, what did it look like in physical appearance?

Was it a good-looking ship, or was it an old scow?

It was an old scow, a tramp steamer, tramp freighter.

How long did this trip take?

It seemed to me that we were on that trip about two

weeks plus going to Davao.

That was a long time, was it not?

It was a long time. But they were constantly afraid

of American air raids. They were running for shelter

at night and putting in in safe harbors and then take

out the next morning. We had Japanese destroyer
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escorts most of the way. We could see them on the

horizon. But not all the way.

What were your thoughts concerning American submarines?

We were hoping that some of them would come and sink

that ship. But, of course, none of them were around

there at the time.

That's rather interesting that you would think that

because--and I've heard other prisoners say the same

thing--because obviously if the ship was torpedoed,

there was a good chance that you'd go down with it.

This is right. But also there's always . . . you could

always . . . a man that lost hope never had any chance

at all. There's always hope that you'd be blown over-

board and not killed and that you'd be able to get

ashore and maybe get to the hills with the Filipinos

and so on.

You mentioned the intolerable conditions down in the

hold of that ship for two weeks . . .

Now at night they would bring us up on deck. We

slept up on deck with no blankets, no bedding of any

kind, and so on. We looked forward from night to

night because you'd get out there in the fresh air

during the night.
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What sort of provisions did the Japanese have for

you on this ship?

Very meager rice. I mean a meager quantity of rice.

They did give us some salted olives and so on, some

of the things that they liked themselves. But it

was horrible, horrible food.

How about drinking water? Did they provide that?

They did provide us a limited amount. I think you

could have a quart of water a day.

How did you go about distributing the food down in

that crowded hold?

They would take us up on deck. They did the cooking

on deck, and then they would distribute the food.

You sat up on deck and ate.

So that, at least, was one other chance to get up on

board deck and get some fresh air.

This is correct, sir.

Did you lose anybody on this trip?

Not on that trip. Not going down. We did not, no.

Did you ever see any cases of anybody going berserk

or literally going mad while they were in the hold of

that ship?
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I'll tell you this later on the trip out of Davao.

Now going down, as I say, we got down to Davao.

Davao was fifty-two kilometers from Davao Penal Colony.

Now the Davao Penal Colony was a prison that the

Filipinos had kept their lifetime prisoners in. It

was a 22,000 hectare compound, self-sufficient in

everything except clothing manufacture. We were

marched from Davao out to Davao Penal Colony. It

was another Bataan Death March. We had a number of

people that never made it, that fell out along the

road and were stabbed, bayonetted along there.

How long a march was this?

Fifty-two kilometers.

Pretty long way in other words.

It was a long way, and, of course, we were in a very

weakened condition. Remember, I told you these were

2,000 plus prisoners who were unable to work anyway.

Finally, when they saw that we weren't going to be

able to walk it, they brought along some old trucks.

They put as many as fifty of us in a truck, standing

upright just like sardines packed in a can. They

hauled us the rest of the way in. Then at that time,

when we got to Davao Penal Colony, they sat us out
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there-in the sun. This is when this famous inter-

preter "Running Wada" came out there and told us that

we were going to be kept out there for two to two and

a half hours so that we could meditate. He didn't

want any trouble from any of the prisoners, and if

we tried anything, we'd be shot right on the spot.

Did you have any reason to doubt him?

Not at all because there were Japs completely encircling

this group sitting down out there. They took away our

hats also at that time.

I was going to ask you what the condition of your

clothing in general was by this time?

By this time it was nothing but rags. But we did have

. . . some of us did have an old straw hat of some

sort. But they came through and collected all the

hats so that we had to sit out there with our bare

heads. This hot sun beating down on our bare heads,

it doesn't take very long to make you realize that

you can't stand it very long. They gave us no water

during this period. Of course, Mr. Wada stood up on

a platform up there and preached to us for two and a

half hours about what they expected us to do down

there. He told us that we were going to have to grow

Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:



Daman
82

our own food and that we were going to have to work

very hard and do projects that the Japanese assigned

to us if we wanted to eat. If we didn't work we

couldn't eat. We had to earn our keep.

Incidentally, what did this particular camp look like

from a physical standpoint?

There were a bunch of buildings in a row. The roofs

were galvanized metal, corrugated iron. Down through

the center there would be an aisleway, and on each

side built up about two feet up would be a platform.

It would extend all the way back to the edge of the

building. These were the sleeping platforms. Each

man was assigned two and a half feet for his sleeping

area. We had no blankets, no covering of any kind

or anything like that. If you had any spare clothes

at all, why, you had to use those as a pillow. But

after awhile and with all of the fat gone from your

body, it doesn't take very long before the bones

start jutting. When you're lying on a hard surface

like the floor, they had a lot of sores that were caused

from that sort of thing. It was here at this camp that,

as I say, they had us assigned . . . they gave us two

and a half feet. This was our sleeping arrangement.
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Everything that you had had to be kept in that two

and a half feet. They constantly came through there

and inspected that area. Of course, it had to be

immaculately clean. If it wasn't, the individual was

taken outside and beaten in the company street.

So we were put out on details of growing . .

working in the rice paddies to grow our own rice.

We had a little dinky railroad that ran out eleven

kilometers out to the rice fields from the main camp

proper. This was quite a trip out in the morning and

quite a trip back at night because that little old

train, it was all it could do. It didn't have any

power. It could barely pull all those people on

those little old flatcars.

Before we start talking about the work projects, I

have a few more questions about the camp facilities.

What sort of latrine and bathing facilities did they

provide at this camp?

Well, at this camp our latrines out there were what

we called Chick Sales fourteen-holers.

Well now what was the first word?

Chick Sales. Remember the old Chick Sales outhouse

that had the star and the diamond? This may have been
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before your time. But that's what they called them.

And fourteen, as I say, fourteen-holer along there.

There were tremendous pits down below. They were

nothing but disease breeding grounds. They would

lime these things occasionally to keep the flies down

to the minimum.

But, of course, this was the main source of all

the rumors that came about as you can well recall because

what a place when you get fourteen people lined up there

with nothing to talk about except their own experiences

and what was to happen in the future.

Did you still have hopes at this time that rescue was

soon on the way?

Well, we had hope, yes. Much more so when we got to

Davao because Davao was so isolated from Manila that

we thought it'd only be a matter of time before the

Americans would be able to get into Davao and free us

from there. Or even perhaps there might be Philippine

uprisings that could take over that camp.

How did you live? From day to day, from month to

month, from week to week?

Yes, in effect this is what it was. We had a number

of ministers there in that camp with us. We had a
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number of other prisoners who were laymen of different

churches. They had quite a number of church services

going. The Japanese, as long as we didn't create any

commotion or anything, they let us have these services.

I never shall forget one group, the Episcopalians, who

built a chapel out of bamboo. They had daily services

there. A layman who later wanted to become a priest

or a rector conducted these services every day of his

life. They were always well attended there. As I

say without . . . and we did have a few books there.

They distributed a few books. I don't know where they

got them. They must have stolen them from the

Filipinos. A few of our ministers had their Bibles,

and they were able to read to us. This helped to break

up the time.

It was during this time that I told you before

that I did the farming of the eighty acres completely

from A to Z, including all livestock, all purchases,

all productions, all losses, and everything else. I

did this to keep from going stir crazy.

It was at this time that the Japanese set up this

system of script that they had. It was at this

time that they would bring in some hands of tobacco.
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They would sell us a hand of tobacco--you know what

a hand of tobacco is, how it's tied off--for five yen.

We learned to roll our own cigars, make our own

cigars from the tobacco that they furnished us. We

used the stems and the other unsuitable parts for

chopping up to make cigarettes out of. The only

paper that we had was . . . they issued us a weekly

issue of Japanese toilet paper, rice paper. This

turned out to be pretty good cigarette wrapping paper.

You mentioned religious services awhile ago. Did you

notice that prisoners perhaps became more interested

in religion as time went on in these prison camps?

I would say for the main part, yes and no. In other

words there was not a flocking to this sort of thing.

But it was a matter of personal conviction and

whether or not some individual that they liked real

well and respected . . . they watched him. If he was

living what they thought was a good life and treating

his fellow prisoners compassionately, they would

attempt to emulate him and find out what he had that

they didn't have and so on. I think this began to

lead a few of them to . . . there was no great revival

or mass exodus to the religious faith on the part of

the prisoners though.
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How were the Japanese guards at this particular camp?

Well, these Japanese guards that we had down-there

were these Taiwanese yardbirds that I described to

you before. Very poor caliber troops and certainly

nothing . . . they were not combat troops in any

sense of the form. But they were quite brutal out on

the work details. However, it was down there that

they finally managed to make up a deal. We promised

the Japanese authorities that if they would let us

go out on our own without guards, we would do as much

work and that we would come in at night. We finally

convinced them of this. They began to let us do this.

But it was during this particular time that the famous

twelve that got out of Davao Penal Colony broke this

thing down.

Do you want to describe this particular incident?

Well, I was not there. I don't know what happened. I

know twelve of them went out on this detail. While

the guard was out to lunch--he went off to eat his

chow--twelve of them took off into the jungles. They

finally made it through eventually, and they got to

the east coast of Mindanao. They were picked up by

submarine and taken to Australia. But this is when
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they came in on the buddy system and counted the ten

men that slept next to the man that was gone. We

were told that we were going to be executed because

they had escaped. They said they wanted to know if

there were any other plans afoot for any other escapes

of this sort. It was at this time, because these

fellows took off, that they took our shoes away from

us. They took our hats and our trousers and shirts

so that we had nothing but absolute bare skin. You

couldn't live very long in these tropical jungles with

all these throns and thickets and whatnot without any

kind of protective clothing of any sort to try to

escape.

By this time you were down then strictly to a G-string

probably.

This is right. We were raising our own rice. I might

mentionat this time that the Japanese had all kinds of

details going, among which they had . . . at the rice

harvest they had our people running the rice mill

which polished the rice. One of the ingenious Americans

literally took a monkey wrench and tossed it into the

rice polisher and split this polisher in a million

pieces of steel. They could never replace that polisher.
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The minute they did this, our beriberi started

immediately to go down, down, down, and down because

they had to feed us unpolished rice. Of course, this

is what we needed. There they had a hospital in

Davao . .

It was more like a carnal house or something, was it

not? A pretty bad hospital, wasn't it?

Yes, it was. It was nothing but just a frame building

that they had for the Davao Penal Colony. It was what

they called . . . termed the hospital. It was there

in that prison camp that I . . . remember, I told you

I think earlier that I went over to Corregidor because

I had some kind of a stomach disorder. I had a hernia

that I thought needed operating on. They didn't

operate on it there. But this thing strangulated on

me in Davao. They had to take me in and put me on

an operating table. But they didn't have any proper

medication. He had one hour and twenty minutes worth

of anesthesia, spinal. In a matter of about an hour

I came out from under this thing completely opened

up with all my intestines laying on a towel which I

could see. When he sewed me back up . . . of course,

he sewed 125 stitches to put the peritoneum back
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together inside there. They put me in there in this

ward in the hospital. He gave me a shot of glucose,

and this opened up this malaria. I shook so badly

that this bed that they had me on collapsed. All

these stitches and this underline opened up. I had

to lay there for forty-two days with this wide open

wound trying to heal itself. We had absolutely no

anesthesia of any kind of any medication to help this

thing heal up. The doctor . . it was an American

doctor who performed the operation. He'd come in to

me and would say, "Oh, if I could only have a teaspoonful

of powdered sugar." He said, "That's all I would need

to heat that." I didn't understand it, and he explained

to me that powdered sugar, when applied to an open

wound, would tend to cause the wound to grow itself

back. But eventually I did heal up all right.

Well, describe what it was like during this forty-two

days. You mentioned you were obviously in

excruciating pain, I'm sure.

Well, that's all I can say. It was just a nightmare,

that's all.

Did somebody feed you or care for you in some way?
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Yes, my bunkmates. One on each side of me would take

turns seeing that when the ration was brought around

that I was fed. For those that were particularly ill,

the Japanese went out, and someplace they got hold of

some condensed milk. They gave me half of a can of

condensed milk mixed with water per day. This was

the increase in diet which was intended to make me

well faster.

Now at the end of forty-two days, had this wound

fairly well healed?

It healed up extremely well. That's right. So they

did let me up, and they put me back over in the

regular barracks. Then the next day they put me

out on a work detail.

Let's talk about some of those work details.

Well, they had us building roads. They had us building

bridges, and, of course, we grew our own rice. We cut

our own timber because they had a sawmill there.

Down there is where they had this carabao detail I

was telling you about. When they found out that if

they push a carabao off of a bridge, the Japanese

would shoot the carabao and bring it into camp. They'd

slaughter it and give it to our kitchens, and that way
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we'd get an extra ration of meat. But for vegetables

they would take a detail of us in the morning, and

we'd go down and we would sweep two miles of the

ditches along the road. We have a weed here in the

United States which we call pig weed. This is what

was growing in these swamp ditches. They would cut

this and fill bags of this. That's the kind of

vegetables that we got. They would cook this with

water, and occasionally they would give them some

oleomargarine made out of coconut oil. This stuff

was nothing but green, floating swamp weed. We got

a half canteen cupful of that at night. You still

was on a half of a canteen of steamed rice. We didn't

have any coffee or any tea. We tried many different

things. For example, we found that we had some lemon

trees growing in our camp. In order to have some-

thing hot to drink, we would boil water and we would

pull these lemon leaves and put these lemon leaves in

a cup and squash them around and attempt to get a tea

from that sort of thing. I think I became allergic

to citrus oil there at that time because since then

I have been unable to eat any kind of citrus fruit

at all.
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Let's talk some more about these work details. You

mentioned that probably the most important one there

was working in the rice paddies, is that correct, or

the most extensive one?

The most extensive one, yes. They'd take sometimes as

high as 1,100 out. I want to tell you one story about

working in there. They'd take 1,100 out there. Of

course, they took away . . . made you stack your

clothing before you went out there. You were working

in the rice paddies naked. One night . . . before

they would bring you in, they'd line you up along the

railroad track, and they'd make you count off so they

knew they had all of the prisoners that they had taken

out there. So the Americans being what they were,

they were very devilish and they started counting,

and instead of counting correctly, why, they'd put

in an extra number. The Japanese would come along

and count, and they wouldn't get the same number. It'd

end up that the Americans would call off the last

number. So this infuriated them. They just went wild.

They finally came out again, and the lieutenant in

charge of the whole detail and personally counted to

make sure he had his 1,100 prisoners. Then they loaded
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us on this train and started us out and started back

to camp. I told you about the train that didn't

have much power. So anytime it would come to a little

grade and there was a little moisture on the track,

why, the wheels of the locomotive would sit there and

spin and wouldn't move a bit. So they'd make us get

off the train then and push the train to get the train

going again and climb back on again. So on this one

occasion when we climbed off the train to get the

train pushing, why, the Japanese guards that were on

the car there handed their rifles, loaded rifles, to

the Americans to hold for them. They, too, got off

and pushed so they could get this train going. It

was the most stupid thing that I've ever seen in my

life, but they actually did this. Later, when the

officers found out about this, they just beat these

poor Jap guards into unconsciousness right there in

front of the Americans. When the train rolled into

camp that night, all of us were singing "God Bless

America" at the top of our lungs. You could have

heard us in Manila, I'm sure, that distance away.

Of course, the major who . . . they passed the major's

house, the camp commander. He came running out in his
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red flannel underwear and turned the lights on to find

out what it was all about. When the officers reported

to him what had happened--why the Americans were

singing--he lined all the officers and the noncom-

missioned officers up. He took his makeshift samurai

sword--it was not a real one but made out of hardwood--

and he beat these officers and these guards just until

they were unconscious. They just lay there. Then in

order to appease the.Americans, he called over to the

kitchens and had them bring over some of these potato

cakes that they made out of sweet potatos and tried

to issue each American a potato cake. That was sup-

posed to appease them for the abuse that we had received

on this particular trip then. As we went by the guards

going into the main camp across the bridge there, why,

everybody chucked his potato cake over in the ditch

there--garbage. They didn't like that at all, of

course.

Did they retaliate in any way for you doing that?

Not at all.

Incidentally, we just talked awhile ago about the fact

that the commander lined up his own officers and guards

and beat them. I think this is kind of important
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because we hear about the fact that the Japanese beat

and hit and pounded the Americans. But this in many

ways was the same sort of thing that they did to their

own troops, is that not correct?

This is right. Now I've got to tell you another story

about . . . we had one of the finest flocks of white

leghorn chickens in that part of the world.

Did the prisoners raise these themselves?

Well, they were at the Penal Colony and the Japanese

just kept them on and so on. So the egg production

began to fall off. The reason the egg production was

falling off was because the Americans were stealing

eggs and breaking them and putting them in their

canteens and so on. The reason the egg production

was falling off was because a Japanese officer ordered

them to take away the oyster shells from the chickens

that they need so badly in forming the eggshell. This

officer in charge . . .

In other words this was his punishment to the chickens

for not laying more eggs?

For not laying more eggs, this is correct. He went

out there one day, and he made the count of eggs him-

self. The production was down real low. So he walked
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along and he'd pick up a chicken, and he'd grab a

chicken and throw it up against the side of the wall

and say, "Now I teach you. You must lay more eggs."

He almost killed the whole flock of chickens doing

this.

It's amazing that they were able to stay in the war

until 1945 sometimes.

It is with some of the things that they would . . .

their mentality, this is right.

Well, what was work like on this rice paddy? I gather

that officers and men were working here.

They were working side by side. They would plow this

first . . . they'd plow it with carabao plows. Then

they would flood the paddies. You would walk out

there, and they would give you big baskets of seedlings.

You'd go along and plant the seedlings in rows along

there. That's the way the rice was planted. Of course,

when it was harvested, we had small knives. They had

to clip the top of the rice and put it in a sack and

carry it out to the train and dump it in a big car,

that is, a little boxcar they had there to haul it

in to the mill.
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I would gather that this was rather back-breaking work

for an American who wasn't used to doing that sort of

thing and who was so tall.

This is true.

It was all stoop labor, was it not?

It was all stoop labor. This is right. If they

didn't do what they were supposed to do, why, of course,

they were beaten right on the spot. You couldn't gold-

brick and get away with it at all.

From what I gather here at Davao, the climate was such

that there was always constant . . . you were always

constantly planting or harvesting or doing something

to rice.

It is extremely tropical. This is right. Very much

so. Things grew very rapidly down 'there. Therefore

the growth of vegetation was abundant.

Growing rice, in other words, was a 365 day a year

proposition.

This is right. This is correct.

What sort of hours did you have to work in these rice

paddies?

Well, they would get us up at four o'clock in the

morning, and they would have us on the way out there
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by six o'clock. We were generally in the fields by

7:00 or 7:30, and we would stay out there till 5:30,

until just before it was dark.

Now was this a seven day a week proposition?

Yes, it was, yes.

What sort of treatment did the guards give the prisoners

while they were working on this rice detail?

Well, they were rough on us all the time. Now we were

able to convince them that if they would give us a

certain quota to do and let us alone, we would do that

quota, at least that much or more. This they tried

and they found that this was successful. So after

that it began to be a little bit better out there in

the rice fields.

What sort of harassment would the guards deal out to

the prisoners? In other words, what sort of punishment?

Well, they wouldn't beat them particularly, but they

would push them so that they would fall down in-the

water and the mud. Then, of course, you had no way

of cleaning yourself off. This dried mud would dry

and cake on you out there. This was particularly bad.

They'd never let us go swimming to where you could

clean yourself up.
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Were you ever on any other work details here besides

the rice paddies?

Yes, I worked on building coral roads, roads out of

coral. The calluses on the bottom of my feet became

at least a half-inch to three-quarters of an inch

thick from walking on this coral. You know how that

can cut you when your walking barefooted. We built

coral roads all around into Davao City out toward the

Penal Colony.

How did this work compare with work in the rice paddies?

It was much harder work. Definitely all of it was

slave labor.

What were you doing? Were you crushing the coral, or

what exactly did you do in these road projects?

That's right. You'd dig the road project . . . you'd

dig it down to the level that you wanted it. You'd

bring the coral in and pour it out on this stuff.

Then you'd take a hammer and beat it up until it

pulverized.

Incidentally, was there ever any time for recreation

or things of that nature at Davao?

No, we had no recreation of any kind at all. The only

thing that we did, we were able to play a little bit
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of pinochle. Some of the prisoners--where they got

them we don't know--but they did manage to get hold

of playing cards. We were able to play pinochle.

We built our own cribbage boards and played pinochle.

They did have some entertainment for us on

Christmas Eve of 1943. They took us over to this

big . . . it was sort of like a barn-like affair,

and there they showed us pictures of Pearl Harbor.

Of course, up until this time we did not believe any

of this. But these pictures were shot from the gun

turrets of the Japanese planes. When we saw this,

of course,.you can imagine how despondent we were

when we saw all these battleships being sunk and so

forth and so on. It was there at that time that we

knew that a lot of the propaganda that they had put

out was the truth, that they actually were . . . they

put on the samurai sword dance on the stage to show

us what kind of entertainment they could put on.

Did the thought of escape ever cross your mind during

your stay here at Davao?

Yes, it did. But then when you stop and think about

it, I had no shoes, no clothing, nothing but a G-string.

You wouldn't last a half-hour in the jungle without
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any kind of protective clothing. So it was absolutely

futile. It had to pass right on through.

What evidence did you notice concerning guerrilla

activity around the camp? I know there were guerrillas

around this camp, were there not?

If there were, there were none that were ever evident,

that we ever saw anything of there in Davao. But

after we convinced the Japs about letting us go out

without guards--that we'd do as much work as they

were doing with the guards--and those twelve took off,

as I say, they took ten of us that slept on each side

of a man that was missing. They took us over to an

isolation compound, and they kept us over there for

thirty days. Each day they announced we were going

to be executed that day.

You had no reason to doubt them, I suppose?

This is correct, absolutely none.

Did you ever see any executions while you were at Davao?

At Davao, this is the one that this friend of mine,

this Major Harrison, was shot in the company street.

I told you, I think last time, he had hidden some

seeds in the heel of his shoe and they found them.

He started to run and he ran away from the guard
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shack. They shot him there. I saw him killed. That

was the only execution.

By this time had you received any sort of mail from

the outside?

No. Up in Cabanatuan, we received three cards down

there. We were permitted to write some cards. But

I never got any in. So I didn't know what in the

world was taking place.

You mentioned that you were able to write a few cards

from Davao. I assume these were those postcards where

. . . these were the multiple choice postcards: "My

health is good, fair, poor," or something of that

nature. If you didn't encircle "good," the card didn't

get out.

This is correct, sir. This is right.

I can't recall but was there room on those little cards

also that maybe you could have scribbled a.few sentences?

There was a little bit of room on there. But anything

that you put on there you knew was going to be censored

out and lined out. One of the incoming cards somebody

got said that the Russian bear was into this thing up

to his neck. We knew at that time . . . that was our

first indication that Russia had entered the European
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conflict. So we knew that at that time that had taken

place.

This is just a little aside. But it was kind of

ingenious the way some of these prisoners did get

word back home to their kin through these cards. One

of them for example said that, "My weight is now up

to 106 pounds" rather than, "My weight is now down

to 106 pounds." That card was able to get through

simply because of the fact probably that he said his

weight had increased to 106 pounds.

I might mention at this point that when this American

threw this monkey wrench into this rice polisher and

broke it into a million pieces and they started feeding

us this brown rice, it cured almost 100 per cent of

all of the cases of beriberi that we had. Our health

started going uphill from then on. It was fantastic--

that one change in diet.

Was there very much thievery or stealing in this camp?

I'm referring to prisoners stealing from prisoners.

No, very definitely not. Not at Davao. However, down

there, of course, we were really in a real tropical,

malaria-infested area. I personally had malaria

thirty-three times. They had no quinine. They'd give
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me this Japanese ersatz quinine to cure it. It didn't

do any good. Everytime I'd get a dose of malaria, I

would have a real bad toothache. They would take me

over to the dentist, and they would pull a wisdom

tooth. Then they'd end up saying, "There isn't any-

thing wrong with that tooth. The trouble with you is

you've got malaria." They'd slap me in the hospital

until I got over the bout of malaria. Then they'd

put me back in the work barracks again.

We talked about theft awhile ago. What would have

happened, let's say, if a prisoner had been caught

stealing from another prisoner?

I think he would have been beaten very severely by

our own people.

How about collaboration? Did you see very much

collaboration with the enemy?

I saw none, as far as Americans and Japanese were

concerned.

What sort of possessions had you gathered by this

time? I think we talked last time about the fact

that most of the prisoners were pack rats who gathered

whatever they could find. What sort of possessions did

you have at this time? Did you have very much of anything?
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I had practically nothing except the clothing that

I had on my back. Maybe I had one extra pair of

trousers and an extra G-string, but I had no other

possessions of any kind. I had a cribbage board

that I built myself.

During the last interview, we had been talking about

the clandestine radio which had been built up at

Cabanatuan.

Yes, but it was not taken down to Davao, so we didn't

have that down there. We had no contact at all with

the outside and that sort of thing.

Did you have any way at all of finding out what was

going on on the outside or how the war was progressing?

No, no, we did not down at Davao. It wasn't until we

got back--they took us back to Manila--that we got

back into Bilibid, that they finally got this radio

going again.

You mentioned "Running Wada" awhile ago. What was

he doing while you were there?

He was the interpreter and a constant thorn in the

side of everyone. He would frequently interrogate

prisoners about different things. Of course, he would

never give the correct story to the Japanese that the
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prisoner was trying to convey. This didn't help the

situation any.

Are there any other individual guards that stand out

here from your stay at Davao?

None. The only one was the one I told you about,

this Lieutenant Yasumura, who got word to me from

Davao that my father-in-law had died. But he was the

only one.

Did you ever get to work in the sawmill at Davao?

No, I never did. The only details I ever worked on

were the rice detail, the vegetable garden details,

and the road details.

What was the discipline like at this time? Were

the officers still being obeyed by the enlisted men?

Yes, we had pretty good morale in Davao among the

Americans. The enlisted men still respected the

officers.

When did you leave Davao?

We left about July, 1944. They put us on another

one of those tramp steamers and took us around by way

of Zamboanga. They tied up in Zamboanga harbor. We

had an escape there in Zamboanga harbor. They attempted

to shoot the man in the water, but they didn't do it.
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They weren't able to hit him. Eventually, I think he

made it ashore.

There were about twenty or twenty-five of us who

had a very high white blood count. They thought that

there was some kind of a jungle fever moving in there.

They were afraid they were going to have a lot of

deaths. They closed that camp because they didn't

want any kind of contagious disease to spread among

their troops and so on. So they closed that one out.

The night before they closed it out, all the dogs,

the monkeys, and everything else that we could get

our hands on went by the board and were eaten. That

was a night of feasting and gorging. There's no doubt

about that.

Do you want to talk a little bit more about that? It

sounds almost like a very interesting story.

Well, the Japanese gave us extra rice. We knew at

that time that they were going to close the camp

because there was no use leaving this rice behind. We

knew something was up. We didn't know what it was.

We didn't know we were going to leave the next day.

But by virtue of the fact that they did give us this

extra rice . . . all the kitchens cooked it up. They
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got hold of all the dogs and all the monkeys that they

could. They all went into one grand feast. This was

all partaken of by everybody there. They had just

issued us some Red Cross packages, also. Of course,

spirits or morale was pretty high that night.

How many Red Cross packages did you get while you were

at Davao?

At Davao we got a total of three of them. That was all.

Of what value were these Red Cross packages?

Well, to the extent that they contained things that

we . . . many of us had forgotten what they tasted

like, they were really like manna from heaven. In

there we had butter. They had some chocolate bars.

We got some cigarettes.

I think there was some cheese, was there not?

There was some cheese, that's right, and some potted

meat. There was some fruit, dried fruit. But, of

course, these had laid on the piers until they got

wet and the fruit had started to ferment. Somebody

got a brilliant idea that they could make wine out

of this, out of these prunes. They worked up a deal

whereby they started a bunch of stuff going. Actually,

they did make some wine out of some of these prunes.
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I would assume, given the condition of the prisoners,

it didn't take long to get pretty high on that wine.

This is right. This is right.

When you got one of these Red Cross packages, did you

eat all the food at once--I'm sure you were very hungry--

or did you spread it out?

You spread it out and made it go as far as you could.

I'd like to reiterate that although I like cigarettes

very much, I never traded any of my food at all for

any cigarettes.

Did you ever see it being done?

Oh, yes. In plenty of instances I saw it being done.

It's almost hard for me to imagine that somebody

would trade food for cigarettes.

But they did do it.

We talked about the fact that there was cheese in

those Red Cross packages. I've heard several

prisoners have some rather bad things to say about

Borden's cheese. But they had some very good things

to say about Kraft cheese. Apparently if you got

Kraft cheese in your package, it was unspoiled, for

the most part, but the Borden's cheese apparently

spoiled.
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This is correct, the way it was packaged.

I didn't know if you had experienced this sort of

thing or if you had seen other people experience it

or not.

Yes, I saw them experience it. But I didn't. It

didn't make a lasting impression on me.

Okay, so the night before you left Davao you had

this tremendous feast. Then the next day they

marched you down to the port of Davao and put you on

this tramp steamer.

And started us back to Manila again.

What did this steamer look like? Describe it.

It was nothing but an old tramp freighter, rusty all

over. The holds were small, and they put a large

number in each hold. We had the conditions that

we had coming down from Manila originally. But just

off of Cebu we got caught in an air raid. They moved

into Cebu and unloaded us from the ships, and they

kept us in Cebu there. The Americans did a lot of

dive-bombing in Cebu there. I don't think they sunk

any of those vessels, but they certainly tried hard

enough. Of course, this delayed us about two weeks

while we stayed there in a schoolyard at Cebu. But
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we had a lot of men die on that trip going back from

Davao up to Manila.

Well, describe what conditions were like down in that

hold on that ship that caused these men to die.

Well, it was just the worse conditions you could

possibly think about. Filth, all kind of filth.

There was no place . . . they didn't build any latrines

of any kind. There they wouldn't let us up on deck

at night because . . . they did at first, and one guy

went over the side and swam ashore. They were deter-

mined that this would never happen again, so after

that we were never let out of the hold of the ship.

This was the man who escaped near Zamboanga?

No, it was on . . . we were running the coast north

from Zamboanga. Another man escaped. We had two

escapees on that particular trip. As I say, they

tightened the security of the guard and . .

How long were you in the hold of that ship altogether?

I think we were in the hold of that ship, as I said,

about the better part of two weeks.

What sort of provisions did the Japanese give you

while you were on the ship?

Very poor. Very poor food and no medical attention

of any kind.
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Was the rice simply lowered in buckets to you?

Yes, this is correct and then issued out. No way to

sterilize your mess kit or anything else. It was in

pretty sad shape. It was on there we had one man go

berserk on the trip back.

What did he actually do?

Well, he just went stark-raving mad. They finally

had to chain him to a post there to keep him from

hurting any of the other prisoners.

You mentioned that you did lose quite a few people

on this trip back to Manila.

Yes, we did. We lost a total of . . . as I recall,

fifty-six people died in the hold of that ship on

the way back to Manila. So when we got to Manila,

they loaded us off again and hauled us up to

Cabanatuan because they were afraid, as I say, we had

some kind of a horrible disease. They put us in

isolation when they finally got us back to Cabanatuan

again. We were not permitted contact with any other

prisoners there at Cabanatuan and to tell what we'd

been through or where we'd been or anything like that.

What did they do with these men who had died in the

hold of this ship?
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Just dumped them overboard.

In other words, they were pulled up probably on ropes

or something and simply thrown over the side?

This is correct.

Also, awhile ago you mentioned that this ship was

hugging the coastline. This was because of submarines,

I gather.

Submarines, I'm sure that this is why it did, yes.

Though we never saw any evidence of any submarines.

We had no escort back from Zamboanga to Manila.

They probably thought this ship was so decrepid that

no submarine would waste a torpedo on it perhaps.

This was very likely their thinking.

So you mentioned that you got to Manila. Then what

happened when you got there?

They put us in Bilibid again.

This was your third time around at Bilibid.

This is correct, in Bilibid.

Did you see any differences from the first two times?

No, it was still the same run-down, ramshackle, old

stone prison there. Conditions were horrible. But

they were better, of course, than they were in the

hold of that ship by far.
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I assume you only remained there a couple of days

and did nothing.

This is right. Then they hauled us up to Cabanatuan.

This time they put us on trucks and they hauled us in

trucks out in the open going to Cabanatuan, so we

didn't go through this boxcar ordeal again.

Well, when you got back to Cabanatuan, did you

notice any changes in that particular camp?

Not particularly, no.

Had it decreased quite a bit in size so far as the

number of inmates were concerned?

No, it had not. It didn't appear to have, anyway.

It appeared that they were about the same number

there. But as I say, they isolated us and we really

couldn't tell what was going on in Cabanatuan because

we couldn't talk to anybody that was there. If we

went up to the fence to talk to them or if they came

up to the fence to talk to us, the Japanese would

come out and beat you up.

In other words, your compound was set aside from that

of the rest of the prisoners there.

Yes, we were completely isolated.

What did you do when you went back to Cabanatuan this

second time?
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Well, naturally the second time we went back there,

they'd take us out later on work details and working

in the fields, clearing fields and so on, getting

ready for the next spring's planting.

You were back on the rice detail again?

Yes, but they didn't plant rice up there like they

did down at Davao.

Now when you got back to Cabanatuan, did you receive

any news about what was happening on the outside?

No, we did not. They didn't have the radio there

either for some reason or other.

You passed through Manila. Had the American planes

bombed Manila or the harbor or anything at this time

yet?

Not yet. But when we were taken back to Bilibid again

from Cabanatuan . . . they took us back again to

Bilibid. At that time they had a fantastic air raid.

We could get out there in the yard of Bilibid and see

the Marines dive-bombing Manila Harbor. This is when

they really tore up Manila Harbor so badly.

Now you'd come back to Cabanatuan once again. How

long did you remain the second time?

About three weeks.Daman:
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Oh, you were there just a very short period of time.

This is correct, sir, yes.

Same sort of rations again?

Same sort of rations. The conditions were very much

the same as they were when we left there. Rations

were very short. They said they were going to make

a shipment, so they took us all out and took smears

and checked us all for dysentery because the Japanese

were scared to death of deaths at sea. It was found

out that I had dysentery, and they put me in the

dysentery ward. They took the clothes off of my

back, and they gave them to another man that appeared

to be getting better. He went with the 1,793 prisoners

that left Bilibid on December 13, 1944.

This was your fourth time back into Bilibid, is that

correct?

Right.

Now you mentioned that sometime during this fourth stay

in Bilibid, you witnessed that American air raid.

This is right.

What was it like? Describe it.

It was the most fantastic thing. I'd never seen an

air raid like that in my life. Here these Marine pilots
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were dive-bombing Manila Harbor. Boy, they were just

coming down! It was beautiful! We'd see them make

the dive, and we'd see them drop the bombs, and we'd

hear the explosions. Then fantastic cheers would go

up inside the camp there. So when they made this

. . . we knew they were getting ready to make this

shipment out again, and they took this Westinghouse

engineer, and they did a false appendectomy on him

in order that they could keep him there in the camp.

Of course, he healed up with just that nice scar of

an appendix scar. You know how if you didn't cut in

but you just made a line there and put the stitches.

Well, he healed up right away, and he rebuilt that

radio. We got our news. We started getting news from

Treasure Island. This is when we knew that Americans

had landed in Lingayan Gulf. We followed their

progress from Dagupan, Lingayan, all the way up in

the north into Manila. We actually heard the firing

on the outskirts of Manila. When the Americans

passed this famous Belintawak Beer Brewery--you remember

I mentioned it earlier--why, they found that there were

a number of vats of green beer there. So they went in

there, and they filled everything that they could
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possibly fill with this green beer. Believe me,

anything that moved, crawled, or even had the

slightest indication of movement when the Americans

got into Manila, was shot at.

Let's just go back a minute and talk about that air

raid just a little bit more. You mentioned that as

the raid was progressing, the prisoners were cheering

and that sort of thing. What was the Japanese reaction

to this?

Oh, they were frightened out of their wits.

Did they ever make any attempt to herd the prisoners

in so that you couldn't witness the raid?

Yes, that's right. They made us get back inside so

we couldn't get out in the compound or the yard so

that the pilots couldn't see us there.

I gather that it was at Bilibid where you were

eventually liberated, is this correct?

This is right. I wanted to tell you about this

liberation.

Well, before we start on the liberation, I have a

few other questions that I want to ask you here at

this point. Is it not true that there was also some

sort of a hospital at Bilibid? A naval hospital or

something? Or a hospital run by Navy doctors?

Marcello:
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No, in the hospital at Bilibid we had our own American

. we had a number of wards there that were run by

American doctors, including what they called "dysentery

ward" and the "malaria ward" and so on. These were

just regular buildings of Bilibid in which they

classified this the hospital area.

I gather that you did not leave Bilibid then because

you had dysentery?

This is right. I did not. They didn't want any part

of you on any sort of a ship that was, I assume,

heading back to Japan. This is what they thought

But. we didn't know where the ship was going.

we did know that the probability was it was going to

be a ship because if you had dysentery . . . and their

fear of death at sea because they didn't know what to

do with the bodies.

What were your thoughts about possibly going to Japan?

I never even gave it a second thought. I didn't

think anything about it. I had heard that they had

taken some people to Japan. But it was one of those

things--it couldn't happen to me.

How long were you in Bilibid before the

took place?

liberation
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I would say probably about two and a half to three

months.

Of which you did virtually nothing except lay around.

Lay around, this is right, and try to recuperate.

Did you notice any sort of uneasiness on the part

of the Japanese after the American landing and this

sort of thing? Did they become more edgy, or did

they become more compassionate?

No, they were very touchy and so on and so forth.

On the morning of the liberation, the Japanese called

together our little governing body which was like the

little staff, and they said, "Now we're going to

leave the gate out here. But we've got machine guns

trained on that gate. If those gates open and any-

body sticks his head out that gate, we're going to

kill them on the spot." So they actually up and lined

their troops up. They marched out the front gates,

and they did not lock the front gates, but nobody

dared go near those front gates.

They did this when the Americans were entering Manila

and were closing in on the prison?

This is right, when we could hear the fire from Balintawak.
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Marcello: Describe the liberation. Just describe what took

place from the time the Japanese marched out of the

prison.

Daman: Just as the Japanese started to leave, immediately we

started looking around to see if anybody had a hacksaw.

Of course, they didn't have a hacksaw, but one of the

prisoners did have a file. All of a sudden at this

. . there were these Spanish-type gates, the bar-type

gates, between Bilibid and this government printing

plant which was next to Bilibid. Well, two figures

came up to these gates. They were dressed in American

uniforms.' Mind you now, we had never seen the new

American uniforms. They looked like two people from

Mars. They raised the guns like they were going to

start shooting in. Somebody screamed, "Don't shoot,

we're Americans." They said, "Well, we're Americans

too." One of them said, "How the hell do we get into

this place?" Somebody yelled and said, "Wait just a

minute. We'll help you." So he rushes in under his

bunk and gets this file and goes out there and files

the chain and opens the gate and liberates us, I mean,

lets us out that gate where the Americans were. The

Americans didn't have any bolt cutters or anything
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that they could cut the chain with. The next morning

standing out in the company street talking to some

of the liberators . . .

Oh, I might mention that before the Japanese left,

they piled aviation gasoline all along the east wall

of Bilibid Prison in fifty-five gallon drums. They

had artillery zeroed in on that wall. The following

morning at dawn, they started firing at that. Of course,

when this thing went off, why, it practically blew us

all out of Bilibid. All that aviation gasoline going

up was the most fantastic fire and bombing that you

ever heard of took place right there. But nobody was

killed, fortunately.

Well, what were your feelings when the gates went open

and the Americans came in.

Oh, well, you just have no idea. There's no way to

describe, "Well, we're free! We're free at. last!"

and that sort of thing. Well, the first thing they

did, they rushed in and started giving us food and

cigarettes. As I said, the next morning I was

standing out in one of the company streets talking to

some of these liberators. We heard this mortar go

off. I didn't pay any attention to it. I got hit

Marcello:
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in the back of the neck with a fragmentation of a

Jap mortar shell. I was lucky because it was shaped

like the propeller of a ship, a small propeller of a

ship, and the fact that it was nearly spent is the

only reason that I'm here today. Otherwise, it would

have cut my head off. This put quite a gash in the

back of my shoulder, in the back of my neck there.

It's amazing to come through all this and then get

that close to actually being killed at the very end

by some sort of a freak accident.

This.is right.

Not really an accident but . . .

It wasn't an accident. It was one of those things.

The good Lord had His hand on my shoulder, there's no

question about that, on many, many occasions all the

way through that thing.

Well, what care did the liberators provide for the

prisoners? You mentioned, of course, there was

immediate food.

Immediately they arranged that night to take us out

of the prison camp. They took us out to a famous

shoe factory, Ang Tibay shoe factory in Manila.

There, of course, why, we were permitted to go from
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mess hall to mess hall. All we had to do was go in

and present our mess kit and get all that you wanted

to eat. So I can remember that, like the Romans, the

famous day, how they would eat until they'd go out

and regurgitate. I did the same thing. I just

couldn't get enough food.

What food did you have a craving for the most?

Steak. They would put these steaks down in front of

me, and I'd eat one of them, and that would be the

end of it. My stomach couldn't stand it.

It had shrunken so much?

I suppose so. Certainly my digestive organs were not

functioning properly.

Just couldn't take all that good food (chuckle)?

This is right. This is correct. We stayed there.

The next day they took us back to Bilibid. I was

among the group that was still pretty bad, pretty

sick, so I didn't get to go when they took all the

other prisoners out of Bilibid and started them

home. I didn't get to go with them. I was kept

there and I was taken out to the 54th Evac Hospital

outside Manila and put in this hospital and was kept

there for an extra week until they could give me some
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Marcello:

Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:
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Marcello:

medication that would begin to straighten me out.

Then I hitchhiked my way north, and I got to Dagupan

where they were flying prisoners from there down to

Leyte. They put us on a ship and brought us home

from Leyte.

Now as you look back on your experiences as a prisoner-

of-war, what do you see as the thing that pulled you

through?

My faith in God.

Just one last question. This is one that always kind

of bothered me a little bit. Suppose I had interviewed

you in 1945 or immediately after your liberation. How

much different would this interview have been, let's

say, in terms of emotion, in terms of your attitude

toward the Japanese, things of that nature?

I hated them very badly at that time. Today it's

softened off. Years have mellowed me down in that

respect.

Time has healed the wounds a little bit?

That's right and I don't feel the same way toward

them that I did then.

When you got back to the United States, did you have

to undergo any sort of psychiatric examinations or

any sort of interrogations or anything of that nature?
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Daman:

Marcello:

Daman:

Oh, yes. When I got back to San Francisco, I was

put in Letterman General Hospital out there in San

Francisco, of course, and checked medically. Then

I was sent to San Antonio. From San Antonio,

eventually I ended up in Walter Reed because I had

had dysentery. I was kept in Washington for almost

a month in which time they put me through the complete

wringer there. They checked me over very thoroughly.

They gave me a cure for dysentery. . . they did a

lot of dental work on me at that time.

Did you have very much trouble adjusting to civilian

life once again?

Yes. I remember when going through New Orleans, I

went to a movie. It happened to be a war movie. There

was a scene of mortar fire and so forth. I suddenly

found myself lying in the aisle of the theater because

it was so vivid coming in.
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at Manila: fr't - l7 t Ap

Information as indicated is desired to enable this office to reach a decision in te vi case
the alien named: 7 />
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* / ;-7 i ( .; ---- ----7  -- --.-

2. Address of applic nt: - ;
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