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Oral History Collection

Eddie Hornsby

Place of Interview: Yort Worth, Texas

Interviewer: Ronald E, Marcello Date: November 8, 1979

Dr. Marcello: This is Ron Marcello interviewing Eddie Hornsby for the
North Texas State University Oral History Collection.
The interview is taking place on November 7, 1979, in
Fort Worth, Texas. I'm interviewing Mr. Hornsby in order
to get his reminiscences and experiences and impressions

while he was aboard the cruiser USS San Francisco during

the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor and the surrounding
military installations on December 6, 1941,

Mr, Hornsby, to begin this interview, just very
briefly give me a biographical sketch of yourself. 1In
other words, tell me when you were born, where you were

born~--things of that nature. Just be very brief and general.

Mr. Hornsby: Well, T was born in Parker County, Weatherford, Texas, in
1916,

Dr. Marcello: Did you grow up in Parker County and around Weatherford?

Hornsby: No, we left there when I was about four years old, and we

went to Comanche County, where I was there approximately
four years, From there we went to Coleman County, where
I spent the rest of my career up to 1935, I went to

Arizona and California and was there off and on until



the early part of 1940.
Marcello: You mentioned you went to Arizona and California in 1935,
Did the Depression have anything to do with this?
Hornsby: Yes, but I was checking into a death of a cousin of mine
who died there, and I couldn't go along with the way they
said he died. So I was out there to check on this to satisfy
my own self as a kid,
Marcello: Was this a pretty close relative——this cousin?
Hornsby: Yes, first cousin, He was my daddy's brother's son, After
I got there, work was good--wages were good--so I remained
in and out of Arizona and California from 1935 to 1940, when
I had signed up for the draft for the Army.
Marcello: What made the work so good in that particular area in 19357
Hornsby: Well, it was Jjust the small Yuma Valley, 1s where it was,
It was lettuce and cantaloupe and vegetable farming; it was
a lot of cotton and alfalfa farming. The people whe lived
there didn't have that many children . . . or there wasn't
that much population, The people that was doing the work there
were made up of people just like myself-~from just about every
state in the Union, It almost seemed like being in the
service, with kids from all over the United States there,
Marcello: In other words, people had more or less come to the Yuma Valley
in search of work because of the Depression,
Hornsby: Right, ves. For instance, here, if you got a dollar or a

dollar-and-a~half a day . . . when I left here and went there,
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you were deing good, Well, I went right off to work out
there for not less than two-and-a-half dollars a day. Once
in a while. I made less, but most of the time T made that
much or more.

Did you come from a farming background here in Texas?

Yes.My father:-was an engineerman of wvarious descriptions,

from a paid construction crew for the railroad company to
engineerman aboard a train. He also was an engineerman and
worked on dredges and barges, dredging canals from Mcbile,
Alabama, to Biloxi, Mississippi, and to New Orleans and on
like that, He dredged out channels and stuff like that, He
did this before he was on the railroad. He quit the railroad
and went home on his Christmas vacation, My grandfather had
got killed in this cotton gin that he owned on his plantation
there, Most of my people had meved te Texas. BSo my grandmother
. + ., my dad seen that she was very unhappy and wanted to
know 1if she wanted to come to Texas, and she said, "Yes."

So Dad moved her to Texas and saw that everything was well--—
forty-cent cotton. He was having good years at that time,

So he never went back to the railroad, He farmed from then
on until he retired in about 1965, We finally got him off

of the farm and back into town again,

This was in 19657

Yes., That's when we finally got him off the farm and back

into , . . where he couldn't be lifting and stooping due to



his health and everything, It was due to double hernta,
so he didn't have no business being on a farm lifting
everything like that., Seo we finally got him off and got
him back into Fort Worth, where he for years had worked
on commodity markets anyway, buying and selling cotton
and grain and different materials of the commodity market,
Marcello: Getting back to your own particular case, you had mentioned
awhile ago that while you were in California doing this
agricultural labor that you volunteered for the draft,
When did this occur? What year?
Hornsby: Well, from 1936 up until the early part of 1940, because I
worked for him, My brothers that were working for him had
been drafted into the service. When I returned to hdome, I
had to change my draft board, They weren't going to let me
change. Now, I had been on a job after I had signed up for
the draft, and I didn't do like most people. They quit their
jobs and run off, and they left all these people 'holding
the bag." They had nobody to work for them, Well, I couldn't
do that to my boss. I theught too much of him, T liked
my work too well, and I stayed on until he got proper help to
help him before I came home.,
Marcello: So you actually veolunteered for the draft in California,
Hormsby: Now, this was béing drafted in, It was voluntary all right,
but this was when we had to sign up for the draft whether

we wanted to or not.
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I see. You signed up for the draft.

So when I started to return home, they said, "No, youlre up
for the draft in tem days. You can't go home." I said,
"Look, I'm going home to see my parents whether you like it

or not!" So he says, "You'wve had all this four or fiye montha
or three or four months or whatever to have done this thing.
How come you haven't did it before?" T told him just exactly
what I told you awhile age. I couldinot leave the job I was
on because It needed to be fulfilled, I stayed with my job
until my place was fulfilled to where I could do this thing,
So when did you then sign up for the draft? In what year?
Well, that was in . . . whenever they first started signing
up, I think it was in 1940, In fact . . . I don't know . , .
sometime kind of in the fall of 1940, when we signed up for
this draft, well, I came on home, Well, when I came home, I
gave him my name and address.

That is, your boss?

No,the draft board. I went to the draft beard before I came
home and told them I was coming to Texas and wanted to change
ny address, My draft board refused to do it, so there was
three or four men in there that give me their name and address
in case I needed them for witnesses. They all told me, "You
go on home, son, and see your parents,” after they had heard
why 1 had not went home,

Now,where was this in California?



Hornsby: This was near Modeste, California, at a small vyillage in
Stanislaus County--Riverbank, This guy réfused to take my
name and address fer a change-of-address, so these guys . . .
I gave them my name and address and where 1 was going to.

I gave them my address, and they gave me theirs where if T
needed a witness. Sc I came on home and got home on Friday.
Well, on Monday I went te the draft board there and told what
I did. After T had seen my parents, I said that if T had to
go back, I would. They said, "No, you don't have to., They
sent this thing here.” Well, the guy was mad about it and
knew he couldn’t do anything about it, but it was almost

four months before he sent my draft change~of-address to
Coleman County.

S0 in the meantime my bt¥others that was working for my
dad had already gone into the service, so I worked for him up
to the date that I went in the service. Well, the day that
I had takeéen all the Army examinations and passed A-1!, well,

I got my card to report to duty in ten days, T told my father,
I says, "Well, I always thought I'd rather be in the Navy,
anyway." As a kid you thought, well, kind of that a sailor
was kind of a novelty to you. He tried to talk me out of it,
He said, "No, don't go in the Navy."

But that's what I decided to do, so T went straight to
Abilene and went to the draft board. They said it would take

about fifteen or twenty days to get in. I said, "That's toe



long," and I dropped this card in front of them, They said,
"Well, according to the case of that, we can have you in in
about two or three days." So they gave me mental and physical
tests, which was a severe one, that day, I went home and the
next day they gave me a call to come back. Well, I went back
to Abilene and was reexamined physically., I had already had
the mental test, There was approximately eight or nine of
us that had taken the examinatien.

They sent us to Dallas that Friday afternocon, We arrived
in Dallas at approximately nine or ten o'‘clock Friday night,
On Saturday morning we was in a little hotel right across from
the post office, the Federal Building, in Dallas. We went
straight there at eight o'clock. There was approximately thirty
characters there to be interviewed and examined for the Navy.
All of us but one passed, They examined us from eight o’clock
until 11:30, At 11:30 they swore us in and says, "Well, you're
in the Navy now," We was taken into the City of Dallas for
the rest of the afternoon until nine o'clock that night. We
caught the train which left out of here for San Antonio and had
a three- or four-hour layover in San Antonio, so we was taken
into San Antonio, From there we went to El Paso. We had a
two-or three-hour layover in El Paso., Well, they had a big
Mexican band there at the station. We enjoyed that, We looked
around town a little bit but not much, because we didn't have

time., From there we went to Yuma, Well, T showed some of the
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characters around within the one-hour layover we had there,
which wasn't far downtowm. We just walked down to where we
could see Main Street and then went back up. We just got a
little exercise off the train, Then from there we went on
into San Diego and into boot camp,

Let me back up just a minute here, When did all this take
place? In what year?

In June of 1941,

June of 1941, ZEven though you had received your draft natice,
it was still relatively easy to transfer over into the Navy.
Right. I asked them, I said, 'Well, what can we do about this,”
when T showed him the card to report to duty in ten days,

He says, "Oh, you don't have to worry about that." Of course,
after all, it's all military. He said, "We'll take care of
that,"

I guess you could probably get into the Nayy just so long as
vou had not been sworn in or anything like that,

No, I hadn't been sworn in., I just passed all examinations,
and I got the card to report to duty within ten days. I would
go be sworn in and be in the Army then. So¢ I wouldn't be that
way until the ten days was up, until T reported. So the Navy,
after they saw the card, and after I passed the physical test
and the mental test, which was 150 questions, pretty rough . , .
I made about 82 percent on that, so that was good, So they

hauled me right in, I didn't have to say nothing to the Army
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because they assured me that they would take carxe of this
thing. It had to be done properly for my part because [
wouldn't have it any other way, and I told them &0 before
I decided. They saitd, "You don't have to worry about that,
We'll take care of it." Well, they did evidently because
it was the last I heard of it. I had quite an examination,
taking all ef that Army tests for the Army, and then I turned
around and repeated it for going into the Navy. They was
rough, . Then after taking the test in Ahilene~~two tests
there-~then we was tested all of one morning in Dallas and
sworn into the Navy.

We went into boot camp in San Diego, and we went inte
what they call the "bull pen” for the first four or five days,
getting our clothes and eyerything issued to us, getting
asgigned to our companies, which mine turned out to be Company
4175. All of the between times, we were being examined by
the Navy in what they call the "bull pen" there. 8o it turned
out that I had one terrific amount of examining beforxe I ever
got into the service,

Did anything eventful happen in boot camp that you think we
need to get for the record, or was it the normal Nayy boot camp
for the most part?

No, I guess was normal--most of ite-with exceptions of the
training period. The normal Navy boot camp training peried

is four months, but we only received six weeks of training.
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We completed the full course and the full Nayy training in
aix weeks. We won Navy "E's" and stuff like that for
efficiency through parade marches and just parade field
activities,
You just mentioned a fairly important point, Evidently,
the country by this time was in a real state of national
emergency, If they had cut back on boot camp from four months
to six weeks, they evidently were in a hurry to get you guys
out into the fileet.
That's right because we had six weeks of boot camp, and they
give us a ten—day boot leave, which I spent in Los Angeles.
I had a cousin who lived there by the name ¢f Maurice and
Geraldine Sweden. So I spent my boot leave there wkth them,
We had an enjoyable time, and I even worked a couple of days
while I was there (chuckle) for a change, We were going around
there griping about that twenty—one dollars a month to live on,
Well, I had a little bank account, but I was pretty particular
about going into my bank account, So I would just decideithat,
well, while I was there , . ., and my cousin Maurice had to
work, and they needed some help there, so I went out and
worked with him in an orange grove for a couple of days and
made'about thirty dellars, which was pretty good.

I returned to boot camp within after the ten days'’ beet
leave and approximately , ., . now I have te guess at this,

In approximately five to elght days--I'd say around five days—
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we were drafted out, We got up and I don't know where they
all went, The whole camp left that morning . . ., the whole
company, I should say. We caught the traim for Sap Pedro,.

I thought to my soul that we'd never get through Los Angeles,
We got there about 8:30 that morning, and it was a good
eleven or twelve o'clock before we got through Los Angeles

and down to San Pedro and went aboard the USS San Frandisco,

There was a boat there waiting for us when we got there, I
think there was five of us that went aboard my ship.

Let me ask you a fewmore general questiong at this point,

How closely were you keeping abreast of current eyents and
world affairs at that particular time?

As much as possible to the point where it wouldn't interfere
with my boot training because it was all new to me, and there
was a lot to learn, whether you believe it or not, I devoted
most of my time to this learning--and most of us did this
thing~-and that's why we succeeded so well and so quick in
completing this boot training, For instance, like, in parade
drill they called the cadence for the first two weeks. We
learned this thing se well that all they would call was
cadence to change a maneuver, We did everything by the beat
of the drum. We marched by the band, and everything was done
to the beat of the band, You were marching forward, and omn
about face, why, the leader would say, "Company, about face!"

Well, you about-faced, you know, and you did the same thing
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for the right oblique or left oblique or whichever it might
be, whatever command he gave. That was the only commands

he gave all through. We went through all ¢f the semaphore
and all of the exercises with the guns--butts, muzzles, and
all this stuff, We did all of this by the beat of the drum
with exceptions of change in the formatiocn.

When you thought of the country getting inte war at this time,
were your eyes turned mainly toward Europe or toward the Far
East?

I didn't rightfully know about that, but, being in the Pacific,
well, you just had to take it from there that someone had to

« « . my opinion was that scmebeody would have to guard the
West Coast; and being in the Pacific and being sent to Pearl
Harbor, we would probably remain there at least:for a time.
What sort of a reception did you get when you went aboard the

USS San Francisco, After all, you were still basically a "beoot,"

I was just an apprentice seaman., See, I went aboard as an
apprentice seaman. On December 7, 1941, when the thing broke
out, I was still , ., . I had just passed ., . . after four
months you're automatically a seaman second class, After that,
you worked for it. You have to pass examinations for every
rate you get after that, I was just a "boot" seaman second
class when the war did break out. As much as maybe we might
have griped a little bit about training, when we . , , well,

back to boot camp, we had one incident that was real good, A
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president nominee running for president was , . .
Marcello: Was this Willkie?
Hornsby: Wendell Willkie came to boot camp and ate dinner with ug
one day while we were in beot camp,

Now then, back to go aboard ship, I was ., , , it seemed
all right. It was rough and everything leaving out of Long
Beach the first day, The second day out, we woke up way
out at sea and went to teopside that morning,and that ocean
was as slick as a window glass, It was the meost beautiful
thing you ever saw, but it was quite a letdown to me because
I never thought that that's what it would be anything.like
out there or could be like that. T was really surprised, This
was a lull before the storm we run into,

So the next day we start hitting rough waters again.

Oh, it was very rough! Tt was one of the worst stormsg that

I went through all through my Nayy career, and the old chiefs
and stuff who had been in for twenty years nearly said it

was one of the worst storms they had ever went through, Now,
the wind wasn't so severe, We were in other storms with heavier
winds, but this wind . , . and it was eighty to 120 miles

an hour winds, mostly between eighty add a hundred miles an
hour, which wasn't great enough to keep the waves broke down.
Now, 1 have heard many a time on radio and TV pecple talking
about mountains of waves and how high they were oyt there,

Well, I wouldn't begin to say how high those waves were, but
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I'11l tell you this much, They say that thirty~five teo forty
feet was the highest waves ever encountered. Well, that is
for my money as wrong as it could be. When we hit this storm,
there was a tramp steamer that left San Diego with a barge,
Well, she broke loose from this tramp steamer, and she-didn't
have fuel encugh to stand by, was the report we got, W& wepe
in quite a little fleet going across, 8o the government wired

this fleet and had the USS San Franecisce and the USS Pertland-—-—

two heavy cruisers-~—teo break convoy and go chase this barge dowm.
We'll call it a barge, but it was a channel dredge, is what it
amounted to. It had approximately twenty men aboard it, and

they had a real small radio set, and we could pick them up

enough that we could chase them. They were on their way from

San Diego to Pearl Harbor when she broke leose. When we finally
caught her, she was approximately . . . best to my knowledge,

the report they gave us aboard ship was that we were approximately
forty miles north of due west of Panama, That's how far that
thing had floated before we caught it. That was due to the

storm. Now, the San Francisco and the Portland were cruising

about 3,000 yards apart.

I was standing on the bridge, which is approximately sixty
feet from the waterline, and I1'd stand a four-~hour lookout—-—
a starboard wing lookout, I'm to report anything I see, and
more specifically the Portland, Well, T reported the Portland,

I saw her and reported her four times in feur hours, That's
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how great the waves were out there, Now, when T first saw

her, we were in the bottom of this wave, and she was up

here (gesture). Now, she was far enough away that the two=dnch
stanchions--lifeline stanchiens~-~around the bow of the ship

+ + . you couldn't see them, That's how far away she was now--—
a relatively clear atmosphere even though it was rough and
stormy. Now, that will show you how high the waves were,

Where were you assigned when you went aboard the San Francisco,

In other words, what was vour job?

I applied for machinist's mate, and I got the deck force,

This was standard procedure, though, was it not?

Right, right. I got the deck force, which was the first
division--the bow of the ship and turret one~~which I wouldn't
have taken anything for that because T had a goed gun station.
In other words, your battle station was in turret one,

In turret one,

What exactly were you deing there In turret one?

Well, when I was first assigned to it, T worked in nearly all
stations up to the turret, and I was cradleman on the center
gun in turret omne,

What does the cradleman do?

Well, when the gun captain opens the breach, I throw the cradle
into the breach of the bew, and the projectile is #n this cradle,
It breaks down and goes into the breach of the bow, and then

the rammerman rams this big, heavy chain and seats the bullet,



Marcello:

Hornsby:

Marcello:

Hornsby:
Marcello:

Hornsby:

16

the projectile, in, As soon as that rammer comes out, the
powderman throws his bag of powder in, and that's all he does.
In the meantime, while he's doing that, T reach down and get
my bag of powder and throw it im, The gun captain hits the
base of it and seats it in, and in the meantime T grab the
cradle and jerk it back out and step off the platform as it
elevates and depresses, see, You have to get clear of that
when the gun's elevated,

T would assume that you started down in the powder rooem or
the handling rcom and, like you say, worked your way up to these
other stations.

Right, right. I worked every station from the powder room to
the hoist feeding room, which is just outside of the powder
room——it's separate—putting it into the elevator that takes
tt up to the turret itself, Then I worked in the shell deck,
which was next, and from there I worked nearly all stations
in the turret then and wound up in my permanent duty as
cradleman.

I would assume that when you went aboard the San Francisco that

it was almost like going through boot camp once ggain to a
certain extent,

Right., It sure was.

I assume the "old salts" aboard there treated you like a "boot."
Right, They sure did, They were relatively good, though.

Only myself went into , ., . of the four or five of us who went
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aboard, nearly every one of us went into a different diyision,
0f course, I was the only one that came aboard , , , was

the newest one that was , . . that come aboard in @ good
little while, see, We had approximately , . . well, I just
have to use a figure . , , approximately B0C men and officers
abhoard when I went aboard, The first division consisted of,
say, 130 men or a little more or a little less., It takes that
many to operate the turret, man the turret mainly, and a few
other little-stations that had to be manned other than the
tﬁrret. But it took them all to man the first diyision, in
other words.

What was the food like aboard the San Francisce during that

pre=Pearl Harhor period?

Well, it was fair., We had pretty fair food, There was, like,
beans and cornbread for breakfast but mainly beans, That

was kind of an oddball., It was kind of hard to get used to.
Other than that, it was just relatively pretty goed fpod,

You had your gripes about it then, but as a whole it wasn't
worth griping about, It was edible and good food,

I assume that you also got mess cosking.when you went aboard

the San Franciscoa.

I almost dida't. Finally, on the way down the line, I finally
had to go in, and at that time I went in as a overseer, I had
to run the mess cook compartment, That was my main duty~--

setting up the mess hall, See, we'd hang our tables up in
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the ceiling in the daytime. Weld just go in and elean the
mess halls and kind of swab them down. Then we'd set the
tables down and get them ready for lunch-~for early chow, in
other words, You'd get everything set down for chow then.
The benches fold and 1aywon'top of the table, and you hang
them up on these hangers in the ceiling or overhead.

Now, you mentioned that when you had mess cooking duty, you
were actually an overseer, Are you saying, In effect, that
you did not actually have to serve the foed ox anything like
that?

No, I helped. Really, I was to oversee the mess copks and
see that this work was did. O0Of course, T couldn’t do that
myself, I helped them as much as possible,

Was the food being served cafeteria~style at that time ahogrd

the San Francisco?

Right. Right. We had dumbwaiters from the cook shack, which

was forwarded into the number one mess hall hall, and it came

right down at the forward foot of the steam tables, and food

just dropped out of there into the steam tables, The

"artillery racks!--plates and knives and forka——was where you

had two lines, You had twe hatches to come into~-one pert

and one starboard. Generally, port side was the firemen

department gang, and the starboard side was normally the seaman-type
line, They come down in between these two lines and down in,

and that separated them and gave them a faster -entry through
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the chow line and everything.

Everybody was served at tables, This was not cafeteria-style
at this time yet.

No. You went through and picked up your knives and forks and
spoon., You went through, and they dished it out to yqu on
your tray, and then you'd take your tray and go to your table,
Oh, okay. So.you were being served cafeterta-style then,
Right. Right,

They had converted over by the time you went aboard the San
Francisco.

Yes, we were being served cafeteria-style,

What were your quarters like aboard the San Franghsco,

Well, they were good with the exception of one thing, You had
no place to sit, You either sat on the deck or on your bunk.
When your bunks are up, according te regulations, why, you
got no place to sit but on the floor, and that included mess
hall or any other place. You had no lounging place at all.
The main lounging place for enlisted seamen was the mess
hall where they had the coffee urns, They kept them full of
coffee most of the time, and you'd go-up and have coffee, A
few of you or a few of your buddies or what~haye~you would
sit down on the deck there-~on the floor--and drink your coffee
or go to the topside and lean on the rail or something like
that.

Generally speaking, what was the morale like aboard the San
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Francisco during that pre-~Pearl Harbor period? In othex

words, was it a happy ship?

Yes, it really was. Like T said awhile ago, there was quite
a little bit of griping because as soon as we got inte Pearl
Harbor, well, we was supposed to be in ten days and put ten
days on training, Well, a l1ittle bilit contrary te that, we
were, say, four te fiwve days, and we'd be put the Ffull ten

to twelve days on training. Now, the only griping that I
ever heard was this battle training we did when we was at
sea, which was wonderful, Of course, I griped, too, a little
bit about it, but I just wasn't much of a hand toc gripe about
nothing because I've always worked and liked my work, But

I did gripe along with the rest of them., That was about the
only gripes that I heard, was due to the so much battle
training over and over and over.

Incidentally, what did you think about the idea of beilng
stationed on a more or less permanent basis in the Hawailan
Islands? Were you looking forward to the Hawaiian Islahds?
Yes, but I was really disappointed after seeing all the moviles
and all of the beautiful pictures of beautiful Hawaii. I was,
well, downright disappointed.

In what way?

In the views of what I saw when we pulled in there because
relatively it was just drab and ugly pulling into the channel

going into the harbor. It was just relatively an ugly thing,
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and I thought, "My goodness! This is not what T always
seen or heard of," I thought, well, it'd probably just
be that way in and out of this channel,

So we pulled in there ., . . my division didn't rate
liberty that day, so I had to tough it out a day, You wpuld
rate liberty every other day, so I had to wait until the
second day (chuckle) before I got liberty, Well, it was
relatively nice, but it just wasn't what T was expecting,

I had let myself, from reading and seeing all of the beautiful
plctures, inte seeing nothing ugly about 1t at all until you
got there and really eyeballed it, Tt wasn't quite that way.
Now, after looking over Honolulu and kind of getting acquainted,
why, a couple of days later I went to Waikiki Beach and stuff
like that. Then when I got over in that area.. . . at the

time the only large building there then was the Waikiki hotel,

Marcello: Was this the Royal Hawaiian Hotel?

Hornsby: Yes, Royal Hawaiian Hotel. That was the only big building
out there. There were smaller buildings around, Then it was
getting down to what like I figured that it would be, Then
a few days later, why, we got to see the town, Waikiki, Well,
we got to making little tours around over the island, and it
was just, oh, about like stateside or something like that, Tt
wasn't just what you had it built up in your mind as a kid,
but all in all, well, it was pretty good,

Marcello: Ckay, Let's talk a little bit about your training that the
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San Francisco underwent after it got to Pearl Harbeor, Now,

you mentioned that you would go out on training exercilses,
and you would stay out for approximately ten to twelve days,
Describe what one of these typical training exercises was
like,

Hornsby: All right. We would go out on what we'd call maneuvers, and

we went through descriptions of training,

Marcello: Were you part of a cruiser division?
Hornshy: Yes, Cruiser Divisien Six,
Marcello: Do you recall what other crulsers were in the division?

Hornsby: They switched on us some, but it would be sometimes, like,

the San Francisco and the New Orleans, the Minneapelis,

and sometimes the Portland and sometimes the Indianapolis.

But generally there were four crulsers and a destroyer for
each crutser. At times the division consisted of one aircraft
carrier, four heavy cruisers and ome destroyer fer each
cruiser, It should have been two destroyers for each cruiser,
and then two destroyers for each atreraft cawrier, The four
crulsers would normally surround the carrier, You would have
some of the . . , the two destroyers assigned te the carvier
would be in and around between the cruisers and the carrier

in the formation. The rest of the destroyers, they're screerming
out here for submarine sounds or anything ltke that, Then
they're out scanning us then.

Now, on these training missiens, we went out . . . we



23

trained heavily on our battle stations, and in my case it
was gunnery, We didn't only train just on your one gun;

we trained on all guns, We had a loading platform where
the dummy ammunition and everything was just like the real
thing. This loading platform was in between the two stacks
on a platform above the gun platform, We would go up there
and just have drill after drill,

Then we would have fire drills, nothing but fire drills,
all over the ship., Well, you learned where all your fire
equipment was located and how to handle this fire equipment,
0f course, I had a lot of that im boot camp, too, so I was
pretty acquainted with that. We learned where it was aboard
ship and how to get to it and how to use 1t,

We learned how to maneuver on a gas attack and how to
handle your gas masks and where to go and what to do and what
procedures and precautions to take on just about anything that
the Navy might come in contact with from an enemy.

Marcello: Did you also have antiaircraft drills?

Hornsby: Oh, yes. We had lots of antlaircraft drills. We had simulated
bombing attacks on us, and we had simulated antiaircraft fire.
For instance, they'd put up drones, and we'd fire at these
drones with a 5-inch ,25~caliber. Of course, now, I was on
the 8-inch guns at that time, but we also went back and fired
the 5-inch, too. Now, I didn't work on any of the smaller guns,

except we did have drill on them.
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I guess during this period, that is, prior to the Pearl

Harbor attack, you really didn't get any of the 20-millimeters
or the 40-millimeters wyet,

No, no, No, no,

They come later.

We had 3-inch and ,50-caliber machine guns,

Both of which were not nearly so effectlve as what those
20-millimeters and those 40-millimeters are going to be later
on.

No, no. ©Now, we was really due a shipyard treatment, so during
this whole period, from the time I went aboard im June until,
1'11 say, August lst , . , we got to Pearl Harbor around the
eighteenth or twentieth of August. Now, from that day until
the Pearl Harbor attack, it wasn't all this sea training and
stuff becayse we entered the shipyard for our overhaul. During
this storm, the Portland got a big hole knocked in-it, and

as socn as we found the barge, she had to leave and go on to
Pearl Harbor due to the hole, Well, it loosened up a lot. of
seams, and we had a lot of little seepages here and there which
had to be fixed. It was quite awhile , , , and we was doing

all of this training while waiting our turn to get into the

" shipyard,

When was it that you went into the shipyard?
Wow, this was probably in the latter part of October or the

first part of November,
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Marcello: So you would have probably been on no more than one or two
of these training exercises before you went into the yards?

Hornshy: Oh, no, We had dozens of them before we went into the yards,
before they let us in., While we was waiting, why, we went
on training mission after training mission.

Marcello: Well, when I speak of a training mission, though, I think you
were mentioning that these would usually last ten or twelve
days,

Hornsby: Right. Right, And there was just not as many maybe as it
seemed like it was, but it seemed like enough., Tt was enough
that I learned a whole let, After the war broke out, after
Pearl Harbor, seeing what happened, seeing what we was in
for, now I wouldn't have taken a million dollars for that
training. T got to thinking that in case my station was
knocked out, I could go nearly anywhere abeard ship and do
something without having to try to learn something oxr find
out how to do something. . I pretty well know how to do everything
and knew about where everything was aboard ship, That was
wonderfil--being able to know your ship that well and what
you could do and what you couldn't do,

Marcello: Well, let me get some chromolpgy straight here, You mentigned
that you went aboard the ship in August of 1941,

Hornsby: Right.

Marcello: And the ship went into the yards when?

Hornsby: I'd have to look at that book. I think it tells in there,
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It was in October or November.

Marcelle: Okay, October or November of 1941 that it went Into the
yards, It was in the yards at the time of the attack?

Heornsby; Right, We were at Pier Seventeen.

Marcello: So the training you would have participated in would have
taken place between August and October.

Hornsby: Right. That would be a good guess.

Marcello: Now, when you were on these training exercises, how eften
would the guns actually be fired? I'm referring now to the

main batteries,

Hornsby: Well, once to three times on an outing,
Marcello: It was rather expensive to fire those guns, was it not?
Hornsby: Right, It sure was, We'd fire at target ships towlng at

the small craft——a sea~going tug or something pulling a
target two or three hundred yards behind him——and we'd fire
at this target sc many thousand yards out.

Marcello: Now, did vou have opportunities to receive an "E" on these
trailning exercises?

Hornsby : Right. Right. We carried the Navy "E," We went into the
shipvard with the Navy "E" on just about every main battery
and secondary battery.

Marcello: That was a pretty great honmor at that time, was it not?

Hornsby: Right, That was a big honor, I had to wear the Nayy "E"
onmy . ., we had to sew them on our uniforms,

Marcello: Did that mean anything in terms of a bonus or pay or anything?
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Not at that time, noe. It was just an honor, which wag a goed
honor and which we were all proud of, That's gne thing I

can say . . . that's fjumping a little bit ahead, though,

I was proud of my crew., It was a crew that you , , . eyerybedy
seemed to be able to trust everybedy, and to me that's what
carried us through from Pearl Harbor to Korea. Now, the day
they signed the peace treaty on the battleship Migsouri in
Tokyo Harbor, we had taken 40,000 seldiers into the Yellow
Sea and went into the Inchen Bay, which is right on the 38th
parallel of Korea. Now, we were im there making this landing.
You could only get into the Inchon Bay on high tide, and you
only had time to get in there, You couldn't get out until
high tide again. Well, this was the day before they signed
the peace treaty, so we knew nothing abaut any peace tyreaty,
Maybe our captain did, but we didn't. Seo it was quite a deal,
and we went in there and landed 40,000 soldiers which in turn
was going to Seoul and capture our prisoners-of-war. This

is where they was supposed to have them, The main object

of that was to capture General Wainwright, which was a kind
of a funny situation,

So we pulled in there, and they started unleoading that
afternoon and unloaded all day and all night. Sometime along
about ten or eleven o'clock the next morning--let's say around
noon the next day--well, we got word that they had signed a

peace treaty on the battleship Missouri in Tokye Hagbor,
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You talk about one happy bunch of characters! We were
because Inchon Bay is pretty big. It's not that big in case
of an air attack, which is what we were set for, We were
primed and set for everything that was in it in ecase there
was an alr attack,

Okay, Let's get back and talk some more about Pearl Harbor.

Let's talk about the liberty routine for the San Francisocaq,

How did the liberty routine work for you when the San Franclsco

came in?

Well, you rated liberty every other day,

Bort and starbeard libertry, in other words,

Port and starbeard liberty. Each port and starboaxd is set

up in four sections. The first and third sections of ‘the
starboard section rates liberty one day; the second and fourth
rates the next day. That goes for both port and starboaxd
alike, You rate liberty eyvery other day, It was relatively
good because with the money we got we didn't have all that
much money. Anyway,the main thing was jugt to get over and
get a good plate of food,

In other words, you've mentioned something that a lot of other
people have told me, You wanted to get some food that was kind
of different from what you got aboard the ship.

Right. Your food was good and all like that, but you'd get
tired of it--~routine stuff,routine stuff, you kmow, Sometimes

it just wasn't good at all, but most of the time it was
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edible. So it was all right. 7You did appreciate getting
over on liberty, if for nothing else than just te get a good
steak or something, you know, TYou'd generally sit for maybe
an hour or two hours getting your meal ordered and generally
four to six guys talking and enjoying yourself and just
resting a pertod,

Marcello; What did you do once the San Francisco went into the yardg?

How did your routines change? What particularly were you

doing when the San Francilsco went inta the yards?

Hornsby: Belng a seaman second class, you have teo kpnow that I had the
bedrock of just about anything--working parties, It didn't
change relatively too much except . , .

Marcello: A lot of chipping paint and yed leading?

Hornsby: We didn't have time to do too much of that, We did some of
it, but due to so many shipyard workers aboard there, I would
stand fire watches, like, during welding and changing the
structure and stuff, Well, T would stand fire watches forx
yvard workmen in case of a fire or anything like that to start
fighting it. I had equipment and everything ready, and, of
course, 1 knew how to handle it pretty good, We all did,

Marcello: I guess the reason I asked you that question about what you
did once you went into the vards was to establish whether or
not your liberty routine changed any once you went into the
yards,

Hornsby: No,
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Marcello: It stayed the same,

Hornsby: It stayed relatively the same.

Marcello: Other than to get a different meal, what would you do fer
recreation when you went into Honolulu?

Hornsby: Well, we just looked around meinly, jJust walked up and down
the street and observed. Once in awhile we'd go to a show,
but mainly it was windew shopping.

Marcello: I gather Hotel Street was a rather interesting place,

Hornsby: Oh, well, yes, but my gang generally always weat . ., , we
was window shépping, We was interested in , , . they had
a lot of old antique things in windows, like, old chandeliers
hanging, Sometimes the ceiling was full of every kind of
chandelier you could think of and every kind of old gun,
Just about every kind of old relic you could think of was
in these antique joints, We spent much of our time just
window shopping and going through these places and buying
a souvenir now and then if you had the money,

Marcello: I guess during the weekend downtown Honolulu was crowded
with servicemen.

Hornsby: Well, it was just about the same almost datly, One day to
another, to me, I couldn't see much change,

Marcello: But would there be a lot of servicemen in Honolulu on a
weekend when the fleet was in?

Hornsby: Yes. Yes, there were, When you would see a change is whenever

a new fleet came in, or maybe a new bunch of Army men was
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shipped in, Then you'd see quite a little change on your
liberty in just surveying and the streets as a whole,

Marcello: Now, as one gets closer and closer to December 7, 1941, and
as conditions between the United States and Japan continued
to get worse, could you detect any change at all in your
routine? I mean, you were in the yards, and that would
certainly limit the number of changes in your routine, but
did you obmerve any?

Hornsby! No. You couldntt tell much difference because being in our
condition as enlisted men, we knew nothing only except what
we could read in the papers, which would have been no more
than being at home and reading the paper, You just knew that
it was to be expected, Now, the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor . . , to me a let of people get a lot of wrong mis-
conceptions on that thing by blaming somebody. Well, maybe
somebody there did have something to do with it, but other
than that, it was just 1like , ., ., I don't know where you
were at the time, but we didn't have no more ideas that . . .
I didn't have no more idea that theve was going to be a Jap
attack that morning than you would have. None of us did.

Tt was just solely a slip-up surprise, Now, to me your high:
officer personnel on down to lowest apprentice seaman......-
one was just surprised as the other one was unless some
character had something to do with framing it up, which T don't

think could have possibly happened at the time,
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When you and your buddies sat around in bull sessions, did
you ever talk about the possibility of a Japanese attack?

Not really, We just ignored that. We just read the papers,
and, oh, there might be a discussion here and there, hut we
thought that surely a little ol' place like Japan weouldn't try
to attack the United States,

Well, you've kind of . . .

So we kind of more or less ipgnored it,

You've kind of led up to my next question. When you thought
of a typical Japanese, what sort of a person did you usually
think about in your own mind?

Well, more or less just like an Oriental--a Chinaman or a
Filipino and Japs, tco. I had been acquainted with Japs,
being on the West Coast there from 1935 to 1940, Ewven in
Arizona, there was Japanese there, Now, in 1935 to 1940,

T quit my job and had taken a job which I thought would build
up some prestige. I was driving a U.,S., mail: truck, and in
doing so, why, in the afternoon, why, I made my last mail
delivery. T was rumning what they call a star route, running
from Yuma, Arizona, tc Somerton, Arizona, Gadsden, Aritzona,
San Luis, Arizona and 0ld Mexico, which was quite a prestige.
I had to go umnder a $30,000~bond to handle this stuff. Well,
in going into these stores in the aftermoon, I'd pick up
freight and express and haul it back te the valley to keep

from going back empty. I was stationed way down in the valley
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at a little place by the name of Gadsden., So I generally
hauled freight and express from Yuma back to Somerton and
Gadsden before I retired for the day., One of these stores
in particular was a big . , . kind of a vartety store, more
or less furniture and dry goods, and I was always having to
go in there and pick up a mattress or something and haul it
back to the wvalley, These Japanese seemed , , . when you'd
go in there, they seemed awful quiet, awful sneaky, like
they'd . . . I don't know. They had a funny atmogphere.
Now, why I say that is I came in contact with a lot of
Filipinos there and a lot of Chinamen, which run their own
business and stuff like that around there, little grocery
stores ard laundries and stuff like that, But they were
friendly enough, and they didn't seem so sneaky, but theose
Japs was always sneaking around, Tt always seemed like when
you'd go in that store it was a funny atmosphere, 1T always
kind of hated to go in there because they just didn't seem
quite right to me,

Marcello: This is the opinton you had of them when you were a sallor
there in Honolulu,

Hornsby: Right. Now, the Japs that I knew there in Pearl Harber , , .
there were so many servicemen there. They had a little . . .
they gave you a little bit different opinion because they
seemed like a little bit more like any other Oritental, So

1 didn't really hold toc much weight on this store back in Yuma,
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I just assumed that that happened to be that particulay

little group there, you know, Being away from their people

as much as they were, it made them that way. Over there

in Honolulu, they a¢ted more like a Chinaman or a . ., . in
other words, you couldn't hardly tell them apart,

Qkay, this brings us inteo this weekend of December 7, 1941,

and let's go - into a little bit more detail on your routine
here. What did you do that Saturday? This would be the
Saturday of December 6, 1941, De you remember what your
routine was?

I had duty that day. I was aboard ship just carrying on
routine duty.

What sort of routine duty were you doing that day?

Well, I even stood fire watch, That was my main duty at that
time, was standing fire watch. At that time we was overhauling
the magazines for the 8~inch powder rooms and remodeling
powder rooms and everything throughout,

Now, the San Francisco was Iin a sense really out of commisston.
It was in no shape to fight,

Right, We had nething aboard ship,

When you're in the yard in that condition, all of the ammunition
and powder is removed, Is that correct?

Yes, It was in the ammunition dump twenty or twenty-~five
miles away, Well, as the crow flies, it was twenty miles or

twenty~five over to the ammunition dump,
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S0 as far as you were concerned, Saturday was just a routine
day,

Just a routine day.

How about Saturday night?

Well, it was the same thing,

Did you watch a movie that night or anything of that nature?
No. It seems like late that afternocn, just about before
dark, they had a little floor show. I think a bunch of little
Hawaiian people come aboard and did a shew aboard ship that
afternoon for the personnel that was aboard ship.

Now, on the Saturday night, would you have very many drunks
coming back aboard ship?

Not really, They might be "tight" a little bit, but as far
as I would say of being drunk, T never did see too many come
back drunk, There were always a few, You just have to know
there's going to be a few come back drunk, but relatively
they would Just be "tight" and a little happy but maneuverable
and know right from wrong, in other words,see,.

Did you have any of the old Asiatic sallors aboard the San
Francisco?

Oh, yes, we had plenty of those (chuckle),

They were characters, were they not?

They were characters, yes. Their main deal was talking abeout
the rough times they had in Norfolk,

I'1l bet they had a lot of sea stories te bring back from
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China, too, did they not?

We had an awful lot:wef them there. Of the few that had had
China duty, they sure did come in handy when we was offshore
at China later on,

Okay, so Saturday night, I gather, was rather routine, Nothing
out of the ordinary happened,

Just a routine thing like anything else. The next morning
we got up as usual, and, as you know, the Navy stresses
cleanllness,

Sunday morning is also a day of leisure, though, is it not?
Right, But no matter how much of leisure it is, the deck
force gets up, and every other divisicn, and they clean up
their part of the ship. That's got to be done whether it's
a liberty day or what it is. So we got up at the routine
time, went up and swabbed down the bow of the ship, and that's
about all we did that morning,

What time would yeu get up on a Sunday to do this?

Oh, around six o’clock, I guess, Routine thing, 'ds what it was,
Did you go to breakfast that merning?

Oh, yes, What happened was that we swabbed down the deck,
secured all the gear, and got our towel and cleaned up for
breakfast, We lined up, had our breakfast just like any other
day. When we got through, some few went to topside, Most

of them went back to their‘quarters. 0f course, the cleaning

crew in the quarters had raised all of the bunks, Of course,
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you secure your bunk when you get out of it, and all they

do is just raise them up and then let them down on those

chains, When you let them down, the passageway 1s relatlvely

narrow, but when you let them up, you got a big, wide passageway,
So we'd all--myself and 60 percent of the crew--went

back to the division, lowered our bunks and got in there, I

was quite a reader, I was reading , . . well, in fact, I

was studying my manual at the time, plus I'd always read

my "Good Book," toc, Generally, Sunday merning was the best

time to . . .,about the only time you had other than after

you got off watch or secured in the afternoon te have a little

reading time. I generally read my Sunday school lesson awhile,

and then I'd study my Blue Jacket's Manual  becanse out there,

if I'm going to be part of this thing, I want to know everything
about it,.

So this is what you'’re doing on that Sunday morning,

Yes. I just crawled into my rack, and they sounded general
quarters, I thought, "My goodness! Why general quarters

at a time like this?" Now, this i1s the first general quarters
we'd had since we're in the shipyard.

How was general quarters sounded? In other words, was there

a gong or was there a bugle, or what was the routine aboard

the San Francisco?

The boatswain blowed his whistle and piped attentton,

This came over the public address system,
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Yes, over the loudspeaker throughout the ship, He blowed
general alarm,
But you heard nothing or felt nothing up until this peint,
Up to that point, no, So,well, we jumped out of our racks,
0f course, we were fully dressed, so . . . our quarters was
about the last sleeping quarters forward., So at the forward
bulkhead of our quarters, there was a hatch that entered inte
the chamber of turret ene, and you could go in thexe and
get into the chamber, which was at about the shell deck, and
then you could go from there down to the poewder room or from
there up to into the turret, So knowing that there was no
ammunition aboard--everything was tore up--well, we all just
went over there where this hatch.is. It was locked, but we
just went around to this hatch and were standing there waiting
for somebody to bring a key to unlock it #f they wanted us
to get 1n+

When they sound general quarters you set all watertight
integrity. They had went about setting all watertight integrity,
going to all the hatches and dogging them down, S¢ we were
dogged down in here. Now, our gquarters from the deck to the
ceiling was about four foot under water, I assume that the water-
line was about four foot above our floor or deck.

So we went there and directly a bomb expleded, and being
halfway under the waterline like that, you get a terrific

concussion under there, You could hear it much greater-~louder—-
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there than you would have if you'd been a deck yp because,
being at the waterline, that explosion was terrifile, It
was only being about 300 yards from us.

Marcello: Now, where were you located?

Hornsby: The ship?

Marcello: Yes.

Hornsby: The ship was in Pier Seventeen,
Marcello: What ships were around it? Do you know?
Hornsby: Well, there was some destroyers, and I can't recall their

names. But there were three or four destrovers in front of

us in“the piler, and then some were tied up, We were tied

up on the west slde of the pier, New, across the pler from

us to our starboard was the USS New Orleans, heavy cruilser,
which was just like our ship, We call it a sister ship; there
was seven of us, Then to the port side , , . of course, there
are some little ships anchored in our pier here. We're here
and they're there (gesture). Then you cross the deck, and some
little ships,destroyers and stuff are there, Then next to

the other side of that pier, which would have been Pier Eighteen,
was the USS Saint Louis, a light cruiser, and the USS Henclulu,
and actually they could be classiffed as sister ships, too,
only they were light cruisers, There was sixteen ships put

in the building at that time, which was eight heavies (cruisers)
and eight lights (cruisers),- The Honoluly was tied into

the pier, and then the Saint Louis was moored in alongside her.
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So there were quite a few ships in the vicinity of wherxe

the San Francisco was in the yard,

Yes.

Okay, you're down within the ship, and this bomb explodes,

and you can definitely feel the concussion, What are you

and your shipmates talking about since wyou really can't see
what's going on? What's going through your mind?

We were wondering why they sounded general quarters there with
nothing aboard ship and the ship tore down like this. It

was kind of a mystery to us as why they would seund general
quarters, It wasn't like a routine thing..

S0 you don't even know there is really an attack going on yet.
No, no. I had no idea nothing's going on, But while we're
standing there waiting for someone to bring the key to open
this hatch where we could get in and go to our station, someone
+ » +» see, 3 big square hatch comes down and dogs down, and
then they got a manheole in the center, If you know the Navy,
you know what I'm talking about, Someone undogged this manhole,
stuck his head down in there, and says, "Anybody who's in here,
get out of here! War's broke out!"

Well, man, we all made a dash for that hatch, and we went
up this hatch one man at a time~—up that ladder and up through
that manhole,

How many of you are there down there in this compartment?

I assume there's thirty or forty of us waiting to get into our



Marcello:
Hornsby:
Marcello:
Hornsby:
Marcello;

Hoxrnsby;

41

station. So, anyway, we filed out of there one by one, A
short distance from where I got out of our quarters, up to
the next deck and probably forty or fifty feet up, there was
a sickbay on the starbogrd side, and then across from there
was the armory.

As we went by, why, one of the gunner's mates saw me and
said, "Hey, Hornsby, come here and get a handful of rifles]”
T says, "What's going on?" He says, "I don't know, but the
Japs are attacking! That's all I know!" He throwed about
every bandoleer that I could possibly carry around my neck--—
they was all loaded--and a handful of rifles, I den't to
this day know how I got out and got to the topside and got
to the fantail with them,
How many rifles did you have? Do you recall?
Six or eight~-just all T could carry in my arh like this (gesture),
Plus ammunition,
Plus all this ammunition, which is in the bandoleers,
How many decks down were you?
Well, that would have been one deck down from the main deck
there. I went from there plumb on through te the mess hall,
They sald I was to carry them to the fantail, so I went on through.
0f course, there was guys ahead of me undogging hatches, and
there was guys coming behind me; so T just went on through
with this handful of rifles, I got there and got up through

that manhele , . . well, they had one hatch open back there,
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I remember that now,

That must have been a pretty tough job, climbing up a set of
ladders to get to the main deck,

It really was, egpecially with a handfiul of rifles like that.
and carrying them like this (gesture). I got up there, and
they liked to tore me apart grabbing those rifles and those
bandoleers off my neck, They liked to jerk mvy head off.

Did you keep 2 rifle for yourse¢lf?

I hanged on to one rifle, and they grabbed all of the bandoleers
but two, T had two left, and I hung on to them,

Okay, what sort of a scene did you see when you came out on
the deck?

Well, it was just about 300 yards across here to Battleship
Row from us, They were moored alongside Ford Island there.
It's only abeut 300 ex 400 yards, 1I'd say 300 yards.

So you had a pretty good view of Battleship Row,

Yes. They was already burning and exploding and continuing to
do so, Mainly, you didn't see too much because you saw

these planes in the air, So, man, I loaded my gun and started
concentrating on airplanes in the air,

So you didn't have time to really survey the damage that was
done over at Battleship Row, You were mainly looking at those
alrplanes coming in,

Right. I don't know what other else's guns er ships or

what-have~you might have hit these planes, but I'd say we shot
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dovn three planes with rifles, One of them dropped a "fish,"
trying to get at the Saint Louis and the Honolulu, Well,
this "fish" she dropped . , . the Honolulu has a round stern
like this (gesture)}, Well, it hit right next to the dock

on the stern of it as she was in bow forward and knocked a
hole in her, Evidently, it was a dud; it didn't go off. It
just knocked a big hole in her-and went on through and buried
up in the mud under that dock, They had te dig it out days
later,

Marcello; Now, what kind of planes were coming in at this time?

Hornsby: Well, they was torpedo planes,
Marcello: So this must have been pretty early in the attack.
Hornsby; It was right at the start of the thing. It'd just been a

few explosions before we got to topside,

Marcello: Describe your own activities in shooting at these planes.

Hornsby: Well, you was so mad-that as scared as you were, your madness
overtook the scaredness, All I could think of is shooting
one down if he got in distance. So.this one~~the first one
that come over-—dropped a "fish," and it hit the Honolulu,
And one had dropped a , , . one before this had dropped a
bomb in trying to get those twe ships there tegether, but it
hit the dock, It exploded on the dock and loosened up a lot
of seams in her pretty bad, but it didn't hit her personally.
It hit the dock and exploded, Then this "'fish" hit her. Well,

we fired at this plane, and the thing went down. 8o we assumed
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we shot it down with our rifles,
About how many rounds do you think you fired at these planes--
you personally?

Well, I put a full clip into the first one when it dropped

the bomb,

Now, you were firing a bolt action Springfield '03?

We called it . .

An M-1 Marine rifle, . 1t was the Marine

rifles, We called it that, It was just an M-1 Army rifle,
really, Marine rifle,

Well, if it was the M-1, then 1t was semi-automatlc. It
was not the old bolt action Springfield '03.

Right, Oh, no,it wasn't the old Springfield, We only had
relatively few ¢f them aboard. We did have a bunch, but I
didn't see any of them, I had all M-1's,

How long were you firing at these planes altogether? TFor
what :length of time?

Oh, I'd say around thirty minutes , , . twenty or thirty
minutes,

Now, was this firing organized, or was it more or less every
man for himself?

No, every man for himself, We just got up there, and something
like this had never been drilled on us, It was just something
that had to be did,

Is there a lot of smoke and fire and so on and so forth?

Oh, yes, all over us, You'd glance off at things, but still
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you know you got to protect your ship, and all we got te pretect
it with is these rifles,

So this thing had dropped the torpedo and hit the Honolulu
and knocked a hole in her, that's all, It didn't explode,
It was a dud, but it did knock a hole in her. Well, this
thing was low enough and come right down ever them, and I got
three clips into her, From the time she got inte range, 1
started firing, and I put three clips into her before she got
out of range. She never ralsed up; she went dowmn. T was
almost as scared that she was geing to hit our hespital,
Were these planes flying so low that you could distinguish
the pilots? Could you see them?
Oh, yes, yes.
Degcribe what they looked like,
Well, they're just 4 , . ., they'd kind of be like looking at
a toy. You couldn't tell much about them because he was
looking forward, and he had his helmet en, He was just going
like this (gesture), He was just a man sitting:there going.
0f course, we wasn't looking at him too much, anyway. What
I was doing was concentrating on knocking that thing out of
the air,
How low were these planes coming in?
Well, they were a hundred or so feet, just about as low as they
could get, Like, a torpedo plane, they get real low.

And from where are you firing at these planesy Are you up
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on the fantail vet?

Back on the fantail.

Out in the open?

OQut in the open, Back out to the port side of turret three.

They evidently seemed to be ignoring the San Francisco, that

is, these Japanes planes.

Well, those were, yes, They was after them, too, because
they're actually , , , they loock as big as we do. So there

is a dock between us and the New Orleans, The Honolulu : and
the Saint Louis are as big in size nearly as we are, only
they're a 6~inch emplacement, and we're an 8-inch emplacement.
They was after them two together, see, They're after the
bigger target,

So you're firing at these Japanese planes for about a half-hour,
What happens at that point? Incidentally, you mentioned using
this M-1 rifle., Had you ever fired those before?

Yes, I fired it before but not very much,

Probably in beot camp you had the Sprimngfield '03,

Yes, But oneitime they let us fire the M~l, T assume they did
it just to let us know what they were like, We fired the M~-1
and the BAR, Now, we just were taking turns, When we fired
the BAR, we only had about four or five, and wé'd take turns
firing, just to let us kmnow that we had knew how to fire one

of them,

But this is something that you had dene in beoot camp.
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Hornsby: Yes, we had done this in boot camp when we was out on the
firing range, which on our firing range we used the '03,

Marcello: Did 4t take you long to get the hang of hew to fire those
M-1's aboard ship during the attack?

Hornsby: No, because I had sat around in the armory quite a bit, and
they were stationed in the armory, and thereswas generally
one laying on the workbench. We would tinker with it after
making sure it wasn't loaded and nothing like that, We
learned the mechanism pretty good,

Marcellos; Okay, so what happens then after about a half-hour of firing
at these Japanese planes?

Hornsby: Well, everything more or less kind of gets settled down a
little bit., Fear or madness kind of left you., You kind of
come back halfway to normal, but just to logk it was such
a terrific deal still expleding and everything around those
battleships. The planes quit coming over.

Marcello: Is anybody giving any orders yet?

Hornsby: Ne, not really, There was nothing to glve orders for, It
was just mainly to protect your ship, and that's all we had
to do it with, So we just stood there and did what we had
to do, Now, there was orders being given all over ship—~you
just have to kneow--but T wasn't at  different statilons to
know what was going on at those places,

Marcello: Do you recall the high-leyel bombers coming over later on?

Hornsbhy: Yes, but they was little , . . we fired , , . I fired a clip
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or two at them, but they was too high to really fire at,

I fired just for .

Marcello: Just for your own satisfaction,

Hornsby: Yes, just for my own satisfaction.

Marcello: So by this time is the attack over?

Hornsby: It's over. What hurt was having to man your station, There

was help being needed all over, especilally out In Battleship

Row and down around Ten-Ten Dock, the dry deck, The Pennsylvania,

which was the fleet's flagship, she was in there, We would've
been in dry dock the 5th of December, but the ydrd workmen
didn't get far enough along with us, so she was going to have

to be in dry dock another week, and she got hit, Two destroyers
were completely destroyed in the dry dock we would've been

in if they had got through with the Pennsylvania in time, but

they didn't,

Marcello: Now, my notes indlcate that workmen were actually trying to
install the antiaireraft guns during the attack itself. Do
you recall that?

Hornsby: Oh, yes, We had taken off the old 3-inch mounts, and we were
installing what they called the old 1.l-inch or the old
pom—pom, which was a real good little antiaircraft gun but
nothing to compare with our 20-millimeters and 40-millimeters.
we had later on, We had two mounts being installed on the
fantail and two mounts on the bridge.

Marcello: De you remember seeing the yard of workmen trying to install
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those antiatrcraft weapons during the attack Itself?

Well, no, not really , . , ¥es and no, really, because during
the air attack itself, when the planes were coming over,
well, there was mothing like that going on-~at least aboard
our ship. There might have been a lot of workers , . ,

well, it was just about the time they was to come to work,
There would've been relatively few of them there, Maybe
down in the engine room they had started to work, trying to
get the engine room back together or maybe the forward ones
on the bridge,

I guess the beoilers and everything were dismantled aboard the

San Francisco,

Oh, yes. They had all the fire brick tore out and wexe redoing
the boilers and everything ., . . new fire bricks and everything
throughout. This was all tore out.

What did you do during the aftermath of the attack? What

did you do the rest of the morning and that afternoon?

Well, we just more or less was just in a daze, We was mainly
just standing watch and making sure there was no sabetage,

What did you talk about?

There wasn't much to talk about. You just didn't talk.

What did you see going on over at Battleship Row?

Oh, it was just something that you wanted to get over and help
with so bad, but you can't leave your station, see, S0 we

would just stick with our ship,
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Marcello: Did you have much of an appetite that afternoon?

Hornsby: Not much, I don't think they even served dinmer.
Marcello: What was the surface of the water like?
Hornsby: Oh, it was terrible after all that ol got on .the water because

normally it was a clean harbor,

Marcello: I was going to ask you abeut that,

Hornsby: Even with the shipyard there and everything, they did a relattvely
good job of keeping the harbor clean, and it was nice blue
water out there, clean-looking, You would almost want to
go swimming in 1t,

Marcello: Even with all those ships and all the activity there?

Hornsby: Yes, They had everything channeled off where it kept the
harbor just clean, It was a tight little harbor, It was small,
It was large, but it was small, Ford Tsland took up a big
lot of it, see, s¢ it just made a run arcund, Yeou come in
from sea here (gesture), and you can go in around Foxrd Island,
or you can come in and arpund the edge of the pler and in
between Ford Island, which is 150 te 200 yards wide from the
eld ceal docks, to the old Ten~Ten Dock, the dry dock, and
what-have-you and on up te the finger piers, 1 don't know
« » « I'd say there were fifteen to eighteen, I think, Then
from there it was a straight dock that anything could dock
along there about 200 or 300 yards up to what they called
Merry's Point and went up into a "V'"-1ike, and at this "V!

was where the subs come in and ahchored, That was their



31

anchorage when they came in, We called it the sub dock,

Marcello: What did you do that evening?

Heornsby; We stood watch ardd just watched for any sabptage or anything.
You was watching over the side of the ship to make sure
nobody come up out of the water trying to get aboard ship
and sabotage it, You was watching any persommel-walking up
and down the dock that you didn't know,

Marcello: That wasn't too safe, was it, to walk up and down that dock?

Hornsby: No, it wasn't, It was a thing that people were having to do--
people going in and off of the ship taking care of business
plus yard workmen coming in and out, By ten or eleven o'clock,
why, they had everything they could rake, sdrape, beg, borrow,
and steal coming abeard ship te do work, Even our yard
workmen crew, before the day was over, TI'd say, was increased
30 percent, so there was mere persconnel aboard there trying
to get this thing back together and get us back in condition.

Marcelle: Could you hear sporaddic firing that night?

Hornsby: Oh, yes, That was when we shot down two or three of our own
planes,

Marcello; Do you recall that incident when those planes were coming in?

Hornsby: T sure do,

Marcello; Describe it.
Hornsby: I was standing right out there watching, and they came over, but,
now, the point was, they wouldn't give no recognition, and

we didn't know who they were, No gunnery crew . , . I don't
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know how they held their fire as long as they did. It was
after dark, and no gunnery crew , . , a few gunnery crews
might have got the word that was supposed to have been put
out, Like aboard ship there, the ship itself might have
knew it, but down on the deck there, being everything out of
commission and everything, we had no JV phone set up. We
had a few set up here and there, but they had passed no word
tous. We just knew the planes were coming in, and they were
it up, and we thought, ""Well, are they friendly or are they
Japs?" Well, we couldn't take no chance. They wouldn't
recognize themselves. Well, we didn't fire, but T had my
ol' rifle. I was still hanging onto that :thing; I wouldn't
let go of that,

Marcello: You didn't squeeze any rounds off at those planes, did you?

Hornsby: No, No, we held on, They was too far out, and I had sense
enough to know that T had to wait until they got in within range
or I was just wasting ammunition, and they wasi't in my range
yet.

Marcello; I guess the whole sky must have lit up with antiaircraft fire
and tracers,

Hornsby: Despite the bad patt of it, it was a beautiful sight, really.
I was standing along about amidship on a 5~inch battery station.
I was about gun five, which would've been on the starboard side.
That's about where I was, There was . , . well, to not be any

antiaircraft fire that morning hardly until things got . . .
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they got a bunch opened up, It was surprising, From all
over this whole harbor, you could see them going up, and
you can see their tracers,you know, going up. They're just
golng just as straight up as they can.,

So.we were all standing out there in the open for a
little while, and I says, ''Hey, fellows, we better get under~
cover," T says, "It's about time for that stuff to start
falling, and we don't want no casualties if we can help it,"
Sp we all jumped back under our canopy there, and, you know,
as straight up as that stuff was going, we stood out there
and watched, I thought about it when it was going up; it
was about to turn back down. I knew that that stuff had to
come back down, but, you know, I don't know where that
ammunition went to. Tf there was one slug of it that hit
within range of that ship, we couldn't hear it. You could
have heard it splash in the water because everything was quiet
except the gunfire, Right at that particular time, it was
quiet enough that you should have been able to hear a projectile
fall and hit the dock or hit your ship or hit the water out
there, 1 haven't heard one piece of that shrapnel hit there.
It went on out someplace, 1 never did hear not even a small
piece of that stuff hit,

Marcello; Were the ships and so on still burning that night yet?
Hornsby; Oh, yes, they were still smoking and burning. They had most

of it out, but some of it was still smoltering and stuff,
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Did you get any sleep that night?
No, no, ©No, for days we didn't get no sleep, The next
merning, Monday morning, we . . . well, I just stood watch
all night. I never did even leave my station, and didn't
want to. I couldn't have slept if I'd wanted to, So the next
morning, when we was pretty well sure that everything was
clear, we started every working party we could possibly rig
up. We had nothing--no supplies, no ammunition, no nothing—-
aboard ship., We got a little ammunition back abeard ship
Sunday afternoon., We had emough te fire, make a pretty good
fire, By four o'clock that afternoon, we could've fired
pretty good on some of the guns that wasn't tore down yet,
but the ocdasion didn't come, So they just had all of the
gun crews that could fire, But people 1ike me, just being a
second class seaman and béing new abeard ship, all of us went
on every working party we could get on, getting food and
supplies and ammunition back abepard ship, Of course, I didnlt
go on many food supplies trips—-I went on several while T was
walting——because mainly T was helping get the ammunition back
aboard,

Being in the deck force is really a gunmnery division, see,
We were the first division getting as much ammunition as we
could==5-tnch and 8-inch ammunitton-~back aboard ship,
That Sunday night, what were some of the rumors going arcurdd?

Well, the rumors you heard going around was terrible, which
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is Just more or less talk, It had to be. Yeu just have

to know that that is what it could be, There was some
terrible talk that went on about.what could happen,

D1d you hear the rumors that the Japanese had landed or were
about to land?

No, we never heard that aboard our ship. There was nothing
like that. We just knew that they hadn't because after the

+ + o« well, like myself and any number of the crew, we were
up there, and we didn't turn our rifles loose until the next
morning. We hung on, and we was there watching, After these
two waves come over and they got through with their attack
and went on back to ships and left, well, we just had to know
that was the end of the attack,

That night when our friendly_planes come In, we thought
maybe that could be them coming back then, .but it turned out
that they were friendly, Out of about six planes, I think
they were off of the Enterprise, It came in, and they had
kept Ford Island clear to where they could land and take off,
but they had nothing to take off from, They just were depending
that when they'd come in :they could land, So they were going
to go ahead and land on Ford Island to refuel and go back to
their ship or stay there te when the ship came on in to
anchorage.

How long did it take you to get the San Francisco shipshape again?

Well, from December 7th, I would say , . . now,this is a
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rough guess, but it was somewhere around December 1l5th or
18th because we got underway, and we headed for Wake, We
was going to go in and protect Wake, Now, we went and
crossed the Intermational Date Line at midnight on Christmas
Eve, so when we got over there it was another day. So we
went twelve hours toward Wake, and the govermment turned

us back. They said we were outnumbered too much, and they
wouldn't let us go on to Wake., You never seen such a bad,
mad bunch of characters in all your 1ife, T believe that's
the maddest . . ., I believe the crew was in worst shape there
than they were during the Pearl Harbor attack,

S50 when you turned around, where did you go then?

We headed back for Pearl Harbor, B8So in twelve hours we went
back, We had two Christmas Eves and no Christmas Day.
Approximately, we crossed the International Date Line anywhere
from ten to thirty minutes until midnight, It just really
gave us two Christmas Eves and no Christmas Day,

Well, Mr. Hornsby, that's probably a pretty good place to end
this interview. I want to thank you very much, You said a
lot of very interesting and important things, and I'm sure
the scholars are going to find your comments valuable.
There's one thing I'd like to put into this for the benefit
of civilians and everything about it, That morning after I
got to topside and we started firing at these planes . . .

as you know it takes a ship, a2 heavy ship from a light cruiser
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up, at least an hour to get up a head of steam . , , it -
takes a destroyer about an hour to get up a head of steam

to get underway, and from a light cruiser up, it takes
approximately two hours., Well, they had their head of steam
already up.

Now, the Saint Louis started to taking her lines loose
from the Honplulu to get underway that morning, but she got
her head of steam up, and they didn't get te finish on time,
She busted loose. She threwed that thing full speed astern
and backed out of there and headed for sea,

Now, of all of the bad things, the funhy thing was that
there was a yard workman already working, and he was on the
forward yardarm hanging on a boatswain's chatr out here putting
up a new running light on that thing, This yard workman there
is hanging on this thing. They opened up—-they had ammunition
and everything~-their 6~fnch guns, The planes come over the
mountain way out there, They was throwing every 6-inch shell
they could at them, Well, here was this poer yard workman
up there, sitting up there hanging onte that yardarm on a
boatswain's chair out there fixing that light, They backed
out of there with all guns firing and firing all over that
harbor, They headed out and up through here~~the 300 yards
up there--and headed out where we couldn't see them, That
guy still was hanging on that yardarm for dear life, Now,

that's one civilian, I'd say, who rated his share of whatever
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you call it, He .get his taste of war right there, and if
anybody should have had any medal or anything, I think that
guy deserved ite-hanging out there on that yardarm. That
wag funny. It was just one of the funny things of the day.
You've always got to have something funny after you
stop and think abeut it, even though everything was so severe
and you're mad, But that's one good thing about madness-—it
had overtaken the fear, A lot of times I get mad, add I say,
"Now, why did you get mad?" I think of Pearl Harbor since
then, thinking, well, sometimes that madness comes 1in pretty
handy.
Well, again, I want to thank you very much for having participated.
I'm sure that scholars are going to find your comments very
valuable,
Well, I just hope that it'll be convenient enough to do some
good, Of course, there's lots of little ineidents that went
on that haven't been discussed but which we can't hardly get
them all in. I did want te get in the storwy.of that guy hanging
off the yardarm because that was really something in my
memory, was that poor guy hanging on that yardarm and all that
firing going on,

Well, again, thank you very much,



