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Unidentified woman (can’t even see her; just hear her on a loud speaker): “and we know that it 
…” 

*break* 

Interview with Royce West 

 Senate District 23  

Interviewer:…by identifying yourself and making sure that we…(cut off) 

West: Sure, Royce… Royce West Senate District 23, R-O-Y-C-E W-E-S-T. 

Interviewer: And uh…(muffled) 

West: When you begin to look at the issue of bilingual education, especially in the state of 
Texas, one only needs to look at the demographic changes of the state, and where the Hispanic 
community and Latino community will ultimately be not only the majority, but the 
supermajority of ethnic groups in the state. Obviously there is a need for bilingual education. 
When you begin to I guess you could say drill down into the numbers, you can also look at 
some kids that are coming in – we have about 4.3 million kids in our education system today. 
70-80 thousand anticipated each year, for the foreseeable future, the majority of those will be 
Hispanic. And some of those kids are coming here ill prepared, not only to be successful in 
school, but there not prepared to be successful in their own language. So from that vantage 
point, there’s a double whammy if you will. 

And it’s important that we provide the bilingual education for the LEP students in order to 
make sure they’re successful, because if they’re not successful, ultimately Texas will not be 
successful. It’s important when you begin to look at bilingual education and the states 
commitment. Obviously lots of people say “well, let them learn how to speak English.” Well, 
right they need to learn how to speak English. But on the other hand, if over 50% within the 
foreseeable future, if over 50% of the population is going to be Hispanic, then if I’m a business 
person, I’m going to make certain that persons I hire can speak not only English, but also speak 
Spanish, in order to service the customer base and the business base of the future. And that’s 
why it’s important when you have a bill like SB 61 that encourages the development of teachers 
who can teach Spanish to students that are, I guess you could say, just right now, (got a phone 
call) 

West: So it’s going to be real important that were able to educate teachers, or develop the 
teaching base for teachers to be able to teach Spanish. And the issue is one of survival, 



economic survival, for the state because young kids that speak English right now, need to learn 
how to speak Spanish. And the best way to do that, is to begin that process earlier on, in 
Elementary schools, when kids are still in their formative years so that we can establish a base 
of English and Spanish for not only Limited English Proficient Students, but also for students that 
speak English that are Limited Spanish Proficient. 

Interviewer: Is there anything else to be said in terms of what the Texas, uh what the state is 
doing?  

West: Well, when you begin to look at what the state is doing, not only the state but also 
nationally, when you begin to look at the No Child Left Behind, and also some of the state’s 
commitment to LEP students that that we recognize that we have to have different funding, a 
new funding stream if you will, for Limited English Proficient Students, and that’s going to be 
reflected in a house bill and senate bill that’s going to be making its way through the process as 
we reform education and should be reflective of the weights if you will that are assigned to 
funding those types of programs. Okay. 

*break* 

Sandra Acosta and Dou Wan Tran 

(Man and Woman Talking) 

(Sound comes on suddenly) 

Sandra Acosta: President obviously, I just wanted to let you know that TABE is here to support 
you, we’re very pleased that you are supporting having good education, you know, we know 
that in the state of Texas, (gets difficult to hear her) Vietnamese Students that have text books 
in Vietnamese.  

Dou Wan Tran: wow 

 Acosta: and so, the Vietnamese population is a huge population for us and so it’s a population 
that we’re very concerned about. We wanna make sure that all of our kids have a good 
education and go to college and all of that.  

Tran: I appreciate that very much, anything I can do for you for these session right now.  

 Acosta: Defeat the HB3 

Tran: OK 

Sandra Acosta: But what we’d like to do is, we’re doing a little video on the history of bilingual 
education so we’d like to interview you a little bit. Do you know Dr. Rodriguez? This is Dr. 
Rodriguez. 



Tran: Hi, How are you 

Dr. Rodriguez: How are you doing sir? I’m doing fine, Thank you. 

Tran: I’m doing fine, Thank you for coming all the way out here to meet with me sir. Are you 
with HISD, or just? 

Acosta: I was with HISD for 16 years, I live in Houston, I accepted a position in La Porte ISD and 
so I’ve been working with La Porte for a couple of years. (It gets really loud and hard to hear 
her) 

So yes, I was with HISD for many, many years 

Tran: So this association is for all across Texas?  

Acosta: Yes it’s all of Texas we’ve been in existence since 1972 and so we have a State 
organization (can’t hear her) National Association. We have our website that you might be 
interested in… (hard to hear her) and if you’d like I can send you some information 

*discuss shots and emailing information* 

Tran: I appreciate all of your support. Yes of course. Anything I can do please stop by my office 
or send me an email and I will be glad to give you a call back. And again I’m sorry I wasn’t able 
to meet with you downstairs 

Acosta: Oh no, we understand don’t worry about that at all, we just wanted to get you 
(unclear). 

Tran: I appreciate it, thank you.  

Acosta: Thank you so much, lots of luck. This is Rita Haecker, (the two greet each other) and she’s 
actually out of, she’s with TSTA, and she’s out of Austin so you’ll see her a lot. And this is Dr. 
Rodriguez (the two greet each other). And this young … on the camera is Manuel Vasquez he is 
also (unclear) portioned with … 

Tran: Mr. Vasquez (waves). 

*laughter followed by a break in the shots* 

People discussing voting on insurance and other House Bills. 

*break* 

Sandra Acosta and Dr. Rodriguez are waiting to speak with someone outside of the House of 
Representatives room. People are speaking to the representative ahead of them about raising 
insurance premiums. 



Sandra Acosta, Dr. Rodriguez speaking with Rep. Roberto R. Alonzo 

Roberto Alonzo: How are you doing? 

Sandra Acosta: Sandra Acosta, Texas Association of Bilingual Education. (shakes Alonzo’s hand) 

Alonzo: I got your message. 

Acosta: We just want to, we want to put you on tape actually. 

Dr. Rodriguez: Yeah this is for the camera. 

Alonzo: Okay. 

Acosta: I’m going to give you my card. 

Dr. Rodriguez: (unclear) for education (unclear) 

Acosta: Just kick the legs out from under the HB. And we had a, we had a big rally today. 

Alonzo: Oh good. 

Acosta: And it went very very well. And so we want, you know, everybody to know and I spoke, 
and we had a lot of teachers out there representing, we just want you to know that on one 
hand we’re *Spanish* and we are now able to get out a legislative alerts and that is what we 
have been doing. And so we really want everybody to make sure that they call you and we’re 
talking about voting and we’re talking about all these things that your constituents need to do 
to make sure that you’re (unclear)… I think that’s a huge issue. 

Alonzo: Okay, okay, oh no it’s, they’ve worked a lot last, the TABE people (unclear) NABE 
people, were involved in things like that. Go door to door. It does help, it does help a lot. 

Acosta: Oh yeah, some of the, some members from Dallas and some of the (unclear, maybe 
moderates?) you know I mean, we’ll do as much as we can. 

*break* 

Dr. Rodriguez: Get your uh, training, next, next. We’d appreciate that. The bill and several 
others are working together. 

Alonzo: Oh I know, yeah I talked to them for a little bit. Professor G… (Dr. Rodriguez: oh 
Manuel) and Viviana and Tracy and (unclear) they had lunch over by the (unclear). 

The group then exchanges a few ‘thank you’s  and begin to leave. 

*END* 


