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ABILENE AREA UNIT

'Lost Battalion' Topic
Of Guggenheim Winner

ANDREWS AFB, Md. - A pro-
- 2 posed study of the fall of Java

during World War II in which
Texas' "Lost Battalion" gained
recognition has won a Guggen-
heim Fellowship for a U. S. Air
Force historian.

Samuel Milner, of the Air
Force's Office of Scientific Re-
search, (AFOSR), Air Research
and Development Command (AR-
DC), in Washington, D. C., was
one of the authors and scholars
who will receive financial grants
totaling $1,500,000 from the John
Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation.

Early in World War II, the 2nd
Battalion, 131st Field Artillery, Na-
tional Guard unit from Texas, was
captured on the island of Java by
attacking Japanese forces. The
National Guard unit wa$ compos-
ed of recruits from the Abilene,
Amarillo, Decatur, Fort Worth,
Jacksboro, Lubbock, Wichita Falls
and other Texas communities.

At the same time,' the heavy
cruiser Houston, flagship of the
U. S. Asiatic fleet, was sunk off
the coast of Java. One third of the
crew of 1,000 survived only to be
captured by Japane.e forces'which
were already in control of 'the is-
land.

Failure on the part of the Ja-
panese high comniand 'to ac-
knowledge capture of the men re-
sulted in their being listed as
"lost" on American hattlerolls,
and the Texas unit soon became
known as the "Lost Battalion."

Milner's text will relate the
story of the ship with the Texas
name and the battalion recruited
In Texas from their entry into
the war through their capture and
confinement in Japanese concen-
tration camps.

The finished text will be publish-
ed by the J. B. Lippincott Com-
pany in 1961.

Holder of a master of arts de-
gree in history from the Univers-
ity of Alberta, Alberta, Canada,
author-historian Milner lists a
14-year background of military
writing.

Be enlisted in the Army in 1942,
and in 1944 was assigned as a his-
torian for the Southwest Pacific
Wing, Air Transport Command,
Army Air Forces. He was later

tersWashington, D. C.
After his discharge from the

Army in 1946, Milner was employ-
ed by the Army's Chief of Military
History Department where he
wrote the widely-acclaimed "Vic-
tory in Papua," a volume in the
official series "The United States
Army in World War II."
t In 1952 Milner joined the Air
Weather Service (AWS) as chief

of the historical division, and aft-
er six years in AWS joined the
Office of Scientific Research.

The John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation, established
in 1925, awards fellowships "to
persons of the highest capacity for
scholarly research" in order "to
assist them to advance to higher
levels of accomplishment." 4
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