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Interviewer:  Ronald

P lace  o f  In te rvLew:

Oral } l istory

lnI .  L.

E. Idarcel lo

Denton, Texas

C o l l e c t i o n

Rea

Dr .  Marce l lo :

D a t e :  A p r t l  L 4 ,  1 9 8 0

Thts ts Ron Marcel lo interviewing M. L.  Rea for the

Nor th  Texas  Sta te  0 ra1  l lLs to ry  Co l lec tLon.  The in te r -

vLew Ls  tak lng  p lace  on  Apr l1  L4 ,  1980,  ln  Denton ,

Texas .  T fm in te rv iewing  I ' t r .  Rea in  o rder  to  ge t  h is

remf.niscences and exper iences and i .mpressions whLle

he was a  member  o f  the  Znd Bat ta l - ion ,  131s t  F ie ld

Ar t l l l e ry ,  3 f i th  D lv is ion ,  wh lch  was the  Texas  Nat iona l

Guard. Mr.  Rea was a part  of  th l_s unl t  which was

eaptured Lntact  on the Is land of  Java i " r r  March of

1942, and the men in the uni t  u l tLmatel lz spent the

rest  of  the war Ln var ious Japanese pr isoner-of-war

camps throughout AsLa.

I ' { r .  Rea, to begln thts Lntervlew, j tust  very

br te f l y  g ive  me a  b iographtca l  ske tch  o i .  yourse l f .

In other words,  te l1 me when you were born,  where

you were  born ,  your  educat ion- - thLngs  o f ,  tha t  na ture .

Jus t  be  very  b r ie f  and genera l .

1  was born  on  Apr i l  L6  ,  L9L7,  tn  Comanch.e  County ,

Texas .  r  l i ved  there  un t t l  r  was  f i ve  years  o1d and

moved to Lubbock county wi th my parents Ln a covered

M r .  R e a :



Marce l l -o :

wagon ln 1921. We lived in Lubbock County for four years '

and T then moved to swisher county, where I grew up on

the farm.

T f tnLshed h lgh  schoo l  a t  Kress ,  Texas .  From there

I  wen t  Lnto ol1 f  ie ld work Ln Comanche County agaf.n.  f

went back there af ter  I  grew up and worked there awhLle.

I canre back Lo Platnvlew and worked there Ln construction

some. And then-- thLs was in 1938 when T f tn lshed high

schoo l - - tn  t39 ,  I  r ^ ro rked these two jobs .  In  the  la t te r

p a r t  o f  t 3 9  a n d  e a r l y  p a r t  o f ' 4 0 ,  I  w a s  s t t 1 l  L n  c o n s t u c -

t ion  work .

Then ln 0ctober,  I  volunteered for the Nat ional  Guard

and becarne a part  of  the 36th DLvtslon then. We were

mobt l tzed  on  November  25 ,  1940,

Let I  s go baclc and f111 in some of the gaps i .n your bio-

graphLcal  sketch. You ment ioned that you were a high

school  graduate.  Now, in a sense, You were Ln many ways

the exceptf .on rather than the rul-e at  that  part icular t , ime,

r^rere you not? Agai .n,  wetre ta lktng about the perf .od of

the Great Depresston, and there are a lot  of  Lndtvtduals

t h a t  d t d n r t  f i n t s h  h l g h  s c h o o l .

That !  s t rue.  I  worked at  the htgh school  i .n the NYA pro-

gram, I  guess. I t  was a government pay thi .ng--paid $7.00

a month.  I  was dolng jani tor ia l -  work and stayed with a

couple and dtd farm labor on the weekends for my room and

Rea:



Marcei-1o :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

R e a :

Marcel lo :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

board - - the  la t te r  pa r t  o f  i t .  0 f  course ,  I  j us t  wen t  to

Kress for my junfor and sentor year. I  had gone to a

rura l  school  up to then.  I  par t l -c fpated in  ath let ics.

And I had to help with the f amtl-y Lncome prior to that '

and I ! ' /as a l t t t le ol-der, I  woul-d saY, than most high

school graduates when I f intshed hi.gh schoo.l- '

WFry dtd you decide to j  otn the National Guard tn 1940?

Wel1, they were going to draft people my ager and I knew

I r^ras golng to have to register for the draf t .  And 1

dLdn t t  know iehere  I td  be  sen t .  So  I  though t ,  we l l ,  I r11

j otn wlth thl.s unit here and be wlth some men that I know

and Erm acqual.nted with and have grown up with' And that

caused me to jo in  when I  d ld.

Identi fy that unit  in Lubboclc whtch you joLned.

It  was the Plainview untt.

Oh,  I Im sorry .  You jo lned ln  PlaLnview?

Plal.nvLew. Tt was A Battery, whlch was the lst Battery'

tn the lst Battalfon. Being experlenced Ln drtving trucks,

I r^/as one of the prime mover drtvers. I  drove for the

3rd Section, whf ch ha<1 the 75-rni.1l- imeLer guns.

Describe what the Texas Nattonal Guard, ln general '  was

1tke,  and your  uni t ,  speci f ica l ly '  was 1 l .ke in  that  per iod

pri.or to mobil izat ion. I , t l rat sort of act ivi t les dtd tt

par tLc lpate in?

I wasnlt a part of the National Guard when they had goneR e a :



M a r c e l l o :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

R e a :

Marcel lo :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

R e a :

on Sunmer maneuvers, on active duty Ln the suurnerti,me

when they would make thelr act ive duty. But they had

partLctpated tn that several t imes. The equlpment we

had at the t l.me was very ltmited . ThLs was 1940 , and

some of the vehLcles that we had at that t tme were 1933-

model-  vehtc les.  That  was the fLrst  mobi l lzed uni t " that

they had Lssued to the National Guard after the cavalry

por tLon  o f  t t  was  cu t  o f f .

Now you mentioned that A Battery was a ftr tng battery.

RLgh t .

What ktnd of  weapons did i t  have?

The 75-mt11Lmeter .

It dnd have the 75-rntl-lfmeters there at Lhe unit armory

ln PlaLnvLew?

Y e s ,  s i . r .

I {ow sertously d{d people take this Nat ional-  Guard act i -

v i t y  p rLor  to  mobt l t za t ion  in  November  o f  1940?

Not too ser iously.  They f lgured that they wefe going f .nto

the servLce and that they mi.ght be actual ly cal led into

actLve duty .  Thl  s was when Hit ler  was begtnning to r lse

up a 1t t t1e,  and we could get the news about him. But

we had no thoughts that  th ls might occur at  that  t lme.

I  g a t h e r  t h a t  a  1 o t  o f  p e o p l e  j o t n e d  j u s t  E o  p t c k  u p  a

few extra dollars along about that t ime, or maybe even

b e f o r e  t h a t .

I l a r c e 1 1 o :



Rea:  True.  Thi .s  ls  correct  on some of  the men thatrd been in

tt  prlor to me going lnto tt ,  but I  did rrot make any of

the actLvLtLes other than one or two weekly meetings pri .or

to the mobtlf .zat ion.

Marcel l-o: hlhat sorL of act lvl t ies took place at the weekly meetings?

R e a : Ktnd of  c lose order  dr111.

Marcel lo:  So you rea11y dldn| t  have any Army bastc t ra in ing as we

think of  bastc t raLnlng today when a reerul t  goes into Lhe

s e r v L c e .

R e a :  T h a t f s  t r u e .

MarceLlo:  That woul-d al l  come, I  guess, af t ,er  you got to Camp BowLe.

R e a :  R L g h t .

Marcel lo:  Okay, now l tke you ment ioned, mobl. l izat ion occurred on

November 25, 1940. What did mobLlLzat ion mean to the Long-

vLerv untt? In other words,  what took p1ace withLn the

unLt af ter  the Texas Nat ional  Guard had been mobf" l ized?

Rea: A1l-  the personnel  that  had not been makLng regular weekly

meet l .ngs was not i fLed that they should report  Lmmedfately

to  the  un t t .  Those tha t  dLdnr t ,  I  remember ,  the  sher i f f

was sent af ter  them.

Marce l lo :  So you repor ted  d i rec t l y  Lo  the  armory  there ,  I  suppose '

at  Plafnview. t r lhat  happened at  that  point  then? Dtd you

remaLn there f  or  a cert ian perf .od of  t ime before you moved

on to Camp Bowie?

R e a : We had quarters i^n Ehe old armory there,  and at  that  tLme,



Marce l lo :

R e a :

Marce l lo :

Rea:

Marce l lo :

there was a unit nearby they call-ed the Plainview Dairy

Barn, and some of the personnel of the untt sl-ept in the

area of the dairy barn. I t  had heat ln l t  .  tr , le were there

f or about the remaini.ng part of November, December, and

the eat'l-y part of January before we moved to Camp Bowie,

Texas .

I^ Ihat  d ld you do durtng that per iod between mobl l izat ion

and the move to Camp Bowle? I^I l fat  sort  of  act tv i t ies did

the unLt undergo Ehere?

We were taking training on the handl- lng on the art i l lery

equtpment and cl-ose order drt l l .  Tncidental ly '  our mess

hai- l  was in a park butldtng, and they cooked and prepared

the meal-s there for us r and we had to march a couple of

bl-ocks from vrhere the armory was to thls . . . what they

cal led a corununlty bui lding at that t ime.

Now rnrere you staying at the dtary barnr of were you at the

armory ?

I was staylng at home at ntght and reporttng early of a

mornlng.

In other  words,  i f  you l lved c lose enoughn

home in the evening and then come back for

what-havg-you in the mornlng.

Rtght, There was one or two of the trucks

of a route picki,ng up personnel '  br inging

mory each day.

you coul-d go

revei l le and

that made klnd

them to the a.r-

R e a :



I . tarcel lo:

R e a :

I ta rce l lo :

R e a :

Marcel , l -o:

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

At that t ime--and you woul-d have to estimate thLs--what

was the approximate age of  the average person in the unl . t?

I  would say f rom twenty to twenty-three years old.

Agaln,  how ser lously was thts sf . tuat i .on belng taken now

that  mob l lLza t ion  had occur red?

Wel1 ,  I  d idn t t  take  l t  too  serLous ly  a t  the  t ime because

we thought .  .  .  wel1r we were goLng to be movlng dorm to

Camp Bowl.e, and we dldn I t thtnk too much about tt untl l-

we saw the masslve movement. that there was after we got

to Camp Bowi.e.  Then we real i .zed that there was possibly

a need for us to th ink about what the future mtght hold.

Wtthout puttLng words Ln your mouth then, 8t  the tLme of

mob i lLza t ionr  you saw a  year  o f  ac t i ve  mi l i . ta ry  serv : l ce ,

and tha t  wou ld  be  the  end o f  i t .

We thought  tha t .

Ohay r  you pof.nted out that  you moved tn January ,  1941, to

Camp Bowte, Texas. WhaL dtd Camp BowLe look l tke at  the

tLme you got ther:e?

Rea: We1l,  4t  that  part icular t lme, there r^Ias lots of  ra lnfal- l -

ln Brovmwood , Texas , where Carnp Bowie was located. There

was a port ion of  t t  that  was under construct lon and a

port ion of  t t  that  mi.ght have been lLvable at  the t tme,

but maf.nly t t  was al l  under construct ton.  We did not

have any hard-top streets except tn the main thorough-

fares. And a1l- the areas where our tents were . W €



Marce l lo :

R e a :

Marcel lo :

R e a :

l ' larce1lo:

Rea:

Marce l lo :

dldnr,t  have barracks. I t  was just kind of a bungalow or

square thtng with a tarpaulin over the top of i t .  And

there was stx men that 1lved Ln those tents. The onl-y

thLng we had that was a bullding eomplete was t'he mess

ha11 and the latr ine.

And I guess i t  can get pretty cold dovm around Brownwood

at  that  t ime of  the Year '  too.

I t  cerra ln ly  d id (chuckle) .

hhat kind of tralning did the unit undergo after i t  got

to Camp Bowie? And I assume that the training procedures

changed rather drastical-1-Y.

Yes. We started on maneuvers or march orders and so on

and were training in that, and we were gett ing dl l i  the

equf.pment together and going out into a firing range and

practi .cing, actual ly f i r ing i .nto hl l ls ides. We were goi.ng

through the actual thing of what f . t  would be with the

exception of them shooting back at us.

Were you st i l l  basical l-y working in the transportat ion

section wLth the trucks and so on.

Yes, sLr. I  was driving the truck, moving one of the

big guns.

Now once the unlt got to CamP

of the guns take Place there?

At  per lods r  y€s.  We I  d  go out

the government had Leased, to

Bowie, did the actual  f i r ing

into the l-eas e atea, whLeh

the fir ing range there. MY

R e a :



understanding is that l-ater theY

there was some of those warheads

thev went  of f .

retained this area because

that didnit  explode when

ldarcel lo:

Rea:

Uarcel lo :

Rea:

l ' tarce11o:

Rea:

Dtd you ever undergo any sma1l arms training or anything

of  that  nature here?

No, s l . r .  We were not issued any type of  sma11 arms .  Actu ' r .

a l lyr  we tratned with a gun that was actual ly a st ick--

that  was our gun. The f i rst  f t r lng arm that I  had assigned

to me was the o1d Spr lngf ie ld r1f1e af ter  we were prepar lng

to  go  overseas .

In the sunutner of  1941, the uni t  went to Louis iana on the

3rd Army maneuvers.

R i g h t .

Descrfbe what Look place over in Louis iana dur ing those

maneuvers.

They took al l  the unf. ts down into Louis iana, and i t  was

a mock war-- the Red and Blue Army, they cal led i t .  We

were aetually going in and movi.ng into areas and moving

as tf we were making advancement of one unit to the other,

I  mean,  l i ke  we were  on  the  ba t t le  f ron t .

I  remember at  Ruston, Loul .s iana, af ter  we had been

on maneuvers possibly Lwo weeks or somethtng l lke that ,

the part tcular uni ts where my uni t  I^ /as located ? .  .  I

don I t know how they got the::e because there was units al-l-

the way around, but the Red Army was ln our area, and they
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Marcel lo :

R e a :

took two uni ts aS pr isoners.  The umpLres came in and put

whLte streaners al l -  over everythlng, and we were held.

They ftnally tosk us out of there through the Blue Army

lLnes and took us into the area where we were actual ly

used as laborers to unload things and ltke \^re were later

on. T remember we were taken to a railhead and unloaded

loaves of  bread .  .  .  not  loaves of  bread but c lumps of

bread. They loolced l ike a btg rock,  and they were ln big

boxes. And we took them out of  the cars and put them in

t h e  t r u c k s .

I ron f .ca l l y ,  i .n  a  senser  You were  ge t t ing  your  f f . rs t  tas te

of what it was somewhat l ike to be a pri.soner-of-war.

Rtght.  They kept us in th is area for about three days.

Then they had what are eal led prLsoner exchanges. Now

thls took place at  Ruston, Loui .s iana. We were given so

much gas to get out of  the area where we were there and

get back into the area that was on our sLde. Then i t  was

up to  us  to  ge t  gas  to  ge t  back  to  our  un i t .  Ss  we le f t

out  af ter  making, I  th i .nk,  two stops. I  had to arrange

for gas at  two di , f ferent areas for the uni t  to get bac1c.

I gather that the Zrrd Battaltoo--Etrld you were in the Let

Battal f .on at  th is t ime--made a pret ty good record for  i t -

se l f  Lhere .  That rs  the  unof f i c l .a l  word  tha t  I  Be t ,  any-

how. I Ive never seen anything of f icLal  about th is,  and

Lt ls  on ly  someth lng  tha t  l rve  heard .

Marce l lo :
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R e a :

Marcel lo :

Marce l lo :

R e a :

Rea: Rtght. On returning from the LouLsiana maneuvers, $y orders

was at that t ime for our part l .cunrar unit  to go to Fort

Snl l- ,  Oklahoma. And at the t ime I got a furlough to go

home, and at that t ime I got married, whibh was on October

g ,  1 9 4 1 .

We1l, I  never did know just exactly how it  was chosen, but

about the tLme that this happened, the orders came through

that those that was twenty-seven and older would be rel-eased

tf they so chose. Now there was several of them that did

make that choice and went back home. In other words, they

were not tn the service at that t ime. This only lasted a

short tLme, and they recal- led them af ter r You know, the

sLtuatLon got worse in Germany. Thatrs the reason why the

2nd Battal lon and the lst Battal ion was merged together--

to make up a f ul l-  unit  in the 2nd Battal ion.

I gather that this occurred after you returned from the

LouisLana maneuvers,  lsnr t  that  correct?

Tht.s was a gtrl back in PlaLnview or in that area?

Yes ,  s l r .  They ca11ed us tn af  t .er  that ,  and we never did

go to Fort  Si l l .  The orders came through that we was

betng prepared for th is PLl lM, which was gtven as our des-

t i .nat i -on.

Let I  s back up a mfnut,e here. Also, af ter you returned from

the LouisLana maneuvers , the entt re afmy underwent a reor-

ganLzatf.on in that i t  changed from the square dLvtsions to

Marce l lo :
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R e a :

Marce l lo :

Rea:

Marce l lo :

R e a :

Marcel lo :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

the trLangular divisisns. Were you aware of that part i-

cular reorganfzation that occurred around that t ime? Among

other thtngs, they were making the army df.vfsion a smaller

unt t ,  and,  a1so,  I  th ink,  the 2nd Bat ta l ion got  caughu up

Ln that reorganization that occurred.

Wel1, I  dldnrt have too much knowledge of that at that

tLme, but t t  Ls vaguely in my m'tnd that that Ls what oecutrred.

So you get married between the t ime of the return from

the Loul.sLana maneuvers and the actual boarding of the

tral,n and going toward San FrancLsco.

Ri.ght.

Is there any part icular reason why you got married,rat that

ttme? Other than the usual- emotional- reasons?

Thatts the only reason I knew. We just thought t t  was t ime

for us to get married, and we wanted to. l{y lntention was

to brl.ng her down to Brownrvood, whtch there were some that

had brought their wives down there, hle thought we r^/ere

goLng to be there f o::  some tf .me af ter that.

And as you also mentioned a whlle agor when the men over

twenty-seven had the opportunlty to geL out of the unit,

thetr rankg were th.en f i l led with people from the lst

Ba t ta l ton ,  Ls  tha t  co r rec t?

True.

And thls ls how

2nd Batcal ion.

you

Was

got  f rom the Lst  Bat ta l ion in to the

tu-is volunta::y, or w€re you ordered

l r
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into the 2nd BattaJ-lon?

Rea:  That ts  another  s i tuat ion that  .  .  .  some of  us vo lunteered,

and some did not. I  remember the l ieutenant that inter-

vlewed me on l t ,  and he asked me tf  1 wanted to Bo. I  saLd,

t tN" ,  s l r ,  I  do  no t  wan t  to  Bo .  ! t

Marcel lo :

Rea:

i l a rce11o:

Rea:

Marcel lo :

Rea :

Harcel lo :

R e a :

Now rrere you narrted at that potnt?

Yes, sir,  I  was married at that pol.nt.  He asked me whyt

and I  satd,  I tWe11,  I  just  got  marr ted,  and f  rd  rather  not

be separated f rom my wi fe.  t !

Dtd yeu know that the Znd Battal-lonn s destl.nation was PLIn'l

at that t trne, that ts, at the t ime of this interview?

Not def ln' t , tely. They sald they was going to make up the

2nd Battal loq out of the lst Battatr ion to make i t  .  .  !

Brlng i t  up to fulI .  strength agatn.

Fu l l  s t reng th ,  y€s :

Qkay r so you told this lieutenant who was Lntervf-ewing you

that you didnl t  want to be transferred and that you were

not golng to volunteer, So what happened at that point?

I told hlm that I dtd not want to Bo . He s ttll- l-fves in

Pl.ai.nview, Texas, today, and he I s a good f r iend of mine.

I,lhen I s tarted to l-eave , he said , 
ttThank you f or volun-

teerlng. r l  ,  And I sald, f  lDon r t  put t t  down that I  voLun-

teered because I  am def in i te ly  not  vo l -unteer ingr t !  I  sa id,

rrTf I  rm forced to ga--I have no alternatlve other than

that-,-I  t  11 go along wlth i t ,  t l  But there were lots of day's--
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l . tarcel lo:

Rea:

I ' larce11o:

Rea:

the few days that was between that tfme unti l we were

actual-1-y put on the t ra in to go to San Francl 'sco-- that

the thoughts eame strong in my mLnd of  sayLng that I  Just

want to get up and go home and leave it. But I knew ':whBL

tha consequenees wou ld  be  possnb ly  t f  1  d id  tha t ,  so  I

thought ,  
f  tweJ- l ,  I  |  11 hang on. t t

i {hat  were the rumors and scutLlebutt  going around as to

what PLttM stood for or as to what the dest lnat l -on was?

Do you recall- ?

The only thtng we had was that we was going to San Fran-

ctsco, and we didntt  know where PLIIM was from there.

Did you have any opportunity to go home and vtsit wlth

your wi . fe prtor to heading f .ot  San Francisco?

Yes, I  went home after we found out we was golng overseas

and spent the rveekend wlth her.  I  th ink I  had probably

a weekr s furJ-ough that we were together.  And then 1 made

arrangements for her to come to Brownwood and stay down

there unti l we r,rrere sent over. She \^Ias staying wlth another

of the men i:n our untt,- His wife was dovrn there, and they

were stayLng together.  And the morning we 1eft  on the

traLn, she and this couple was supposed to have met me

and see me of f  on the t ra in.  Thls was Travf .s Luttr lck

and hls wtfe.  He was the corporal  ln my gun sect i .on.

But Lhe vehlcle he had then was an old l ' Iodel A, and he

got up that morning and had a f lat  on l t ,  and they di .dnr t
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Marcel lo :

Rea :

Marcel l -o:

R e a :

Marce l lo :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

R e a :

Marce l lo :

get t t  f txed tn t frne to malce the train before we Left.

That must have been a rather sad experi.ence for you.

It \rras a sad experience. That t s when T thought , 
ttWell,

AWOL! s the word f or il le. f f (chuckle) But my second thoughts

agaLn were,  t t l^ Ie l l ,  th ts  is  not  the way to do Lt . t t

I  donr t  know t f  th is  is  the proper  sequence to ask thts

questlon or not, but as you look back upon everything

that happened to y'ou f rom that poLnt forward, would you

st t l - l  have got ten marr ied pr tor  to  going overseas.

Yes , T certainly woul-d have.

Agal.n, thLs ls perhaps J1rmptng ahead of our story, but

was that perhaps one of the thlngs that ult lmaUely helped

pult you through thls ordeal?

I thtnk it was one of the matn thLngs because I always

had thls expresslon in mind when hard t l .mes htt and doubts

came along, I  saLd l t  several t imes that I  told my wife

T r d  b e  s e e i n g  h e r .

Wel1,  we t  l l  probably ta lk

J u s t  L n  c a s e  I  d l d n r t  a s k

a t  t h a t  p o L n t .

more  about  th is  la te r  onr

the quest i .on I  wanted get

but

l t  l n

So you board this tratn, and yourre on your way to-

ward San Francisco. I  guess thf,s f .s about as f at away

from home as most everybody in the unit had ever been before.

Def{nLte ly  for  me t t  was.

I^Ias thls a rather uneventful traLn trip frorn Brownwood to
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San FrancLsco, or was there anythtng out

that happened that you would l-f'ke to get

record?

o f

A S

the ordf.narY

part of the

R e a :

Marcel lo :

R e a :

I ' farcel lo:

Rea:

I{e11, oothtng happened. We just boarded the train, and

there were stops along the T,/ay. There was nothLng part i-

cular that I  saw.

How dtd you occupy Your tir,re?

As best I  recal l ,  we t d be readLng, and then we I d be play-

tng cards, I f  there was any money Ln the bunchr some of

them would be playtng poker ' (l-aughter) .

okayr  you get  to  san Franeisco,  and I  th tnk yourre put

up at  Angel  Is land for  a shor t  per iod of  t ime.  T doni t

thlnk anythlng real1y happened in a mili.tary sense there

at Angel Isl-and, did i t? In other words r You didn t t  under-

go any training or anythlng of that nature?

Nothtng at al l  except just the preparatf,on of the shLpment

of our be1-ongLngs that came along l  I  reoal l  that Lhere

was two men out of t.he A Battery that was supposed to

have gone wl-th us. Their lockers came al-ong wLth the

shLpment to San Francisco, but Ln some way or another

they never dld get the lnformation that they were supposed

to be f.n the unit . So Lhey weren t t there even though

theLr belongLngs was there. But the two that dtdnrt rnake

t t  was st t l l  a t tached to th is  uni t .

Now'when you were transferred out of A Battery, into whichl farce1lo:
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battery did You go?

Rea: Wellr we went tn the alphabetical- form. A Battery went

to D Bat , tery .  You see,  A,  B,  and C was Ln the ls t  Bat ta-

l l .on, and then D, E, and F was Ln the Znd BattalLon. A

Bat tery went  to  D Bat tery;  B Bat tery went  to  E Bat tery;

and C BatterY rvent to F BatterY'

Marcel lo :  So you were now in D Bat tery '

R e a :  Y e s .

Marcel - lo :  Of  the 2nd Bat ta l ion.

Rea: Znd Battalfon.

Marce l lo :  Okayr  you dLdnt t  s tay  in  san Franc isco  too  long.  Inc ident -

R e a :

a l l y ,  d id  you ge t  a  chanee to  go  in  to  San Franc isco"and

s e e  t h e  s L g h t s ?

Yes , I went ln one weekend. We rode a ferry from Angel

]s 1anc1 Lnto San Francis co , and when we were out , we went

by L|catraz.  There were some of the personnel  on the

ferry,  T guess, that  had buslness there r  or  maybe they

were personneJ- that  worked at  Alcatraz.  They docked

there at the ALcatt az at one time . I Lhink I actually

made two tr lPs lnto San Francisco.

l larcello: I gather that at that t irne nobody had too much money. You

h a d n t t  b e e n  p a l d .

Rea:  No,  we hadnr t .  And the  pay  was rea l -  b tg  thenr  too- -$z I '

a  month  (sarcas t ic  remark) .

Uarcel lo:  Okay, oD November 2L, L94Ir  You boarded the USS RePubl ic
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R e a :

Marce l lo :

R e a :

on the f f - rs t  1eg of  your  Journey overseas.  As I  recal l ,

there were other units aboard the Republ-. ic besf 'des the

1 31 s t Ft el_d Artt l lery . I thtnk the 26rh Bor:nbardment Group

was also aboard. Anlnvay, the Rgpubllc must have been

rather crowded.

I L  w a s f  I t  w a s  a  b i g  s h i P . And the f irst experienee at

sea was one weil-1 a1l- remember.

Do you want  to  descr ibe that?

Yes. h7hen we f lrst got on the shtp, the departments was

a1l- open; the doors to them was al l  open whil-e i t  was in

dock. And you could go from area to area pretgy easy

through the doors that they eventual ly closed after we

got undenoay at sea. And fot the f irst four or f ive

hours, everybody was out on deck and happy as could be.

And then we begfn to htt the land swelld, and the

shtp began to ro11 and take some pretty heavy movement.

And some of usr being up on deck wht le they were c losing

those doors to where we knew our lday to get to our s leep-

lng quarters,  had di f  f  tcul ty in f  tndtng r^rhere we was

supposed to go. 1 remember i t  took me qui te Some Lj-me.

But the problem we had at that t ime , I think, was rnainly

the amount of food that we had been given or which was

served for Thanksgiv lng dinner at  Angel  Is land, which

was Ehe day bef ore we Loaded on the ship.  h le were al l

very  we l l - fed  there  w i th  the  rLches t  food,  I  guess '
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Thank.sglving could bring about. And this was part ly the

th ing that  caused us a l - l  to  get  so terr ib ly  seaslck,  I

guess .

Marcel lo :  You inc luded?

Rea:  Me lnc luded ( laughter) .  But  I  be l leve 85 percent  of  us

that were seasick within f lve hours after we got underway.

I , farce l lo :  I  gather  those s leeping quar ters werent t  too habl table as

a resul t  o f  aL l -  the seasickness.

Rea:  No,  they werentL (chuckle) .  Yould go to a dr ink ing foun-

tain, and you didn t t want to drink any water, I I l-l- guaran-

tee your because they were al- l-  sick, and anypl-ace they

felt ltke they could rtl-ose lttt wi.thout being a1l- over every-

thlng, that I  s where i t  was.

Marcel lo: I  also gather the Navy dldnr t  he1-p by servlng cabbage that

f l rs t  day or  whatever .  Do you recal l  that?

Rea:  Yes,  I  do.  The cabbage odor ,  I  th ink,  had as much ef fect

on us as the seas:lckness did because being sick aE your

stomach and then gett lng that odor from cooked cabbage

added to  the  s ic l tness ,  I  th lnk .

Marcello : Up untl l this polnt then, ther:e were se'r/eral raEher omlnous

events that  had occurred. You ment ioned that you had

already been taken pr isoner-of-war,  in a sense, dur lng

that mock batt le in Louis iana; you had been ' fvolunteeredt!

for  t ransf  er into the 2nd, Battal i .on;  and now your voyage

wasnt t  ge t t lng  o f f  to  a  very  good s ta r t ,  as  a  resu l . t  o f  the
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R e a :

Marce l lo :

R e a :

M a r c e l l o :

Rea tr

Marceltro :

seasLckness .

Be that as i t  06yr you f irst land Ln Honolulu, and

you get there on November 28, 194I. IU took you a week

to go from San Francisco to l lonolulu, so I gather that

the Republic wasn r t  exactly a f  ast-movf.ng ship .

T thlnk Lts maximum speed was nlne knot.s.

I  gather that most of the people received at least some

few hours of shore leave onee they got to Honolulu. I

bel leve most everybody got about four hours. Did you

manage to get ashore whlle you were in Honolulu?

Yes,  T went  ashore for  a very shor t  t ime.  But ,  3s you

mentLoned. earl ier, there had been no PaYI so there wasn|t

very much that we could do--onl-y j ust 8o and look.

Did you notlce whether or not Honol-ulu seemed to be on a

wartLme footing at that t ime? Did you notfce anythtng

out of  the ordinary in te:ms of  ml l l tary preparedness ?

Not to my knowl-edge.

So you get back aboard the ship once agafn, and yourre

stt l l  on your way toward PLUMr whichr 8s we know todayt

was the Phil tppine Islands, where you were to he1-p form

a new Army divlslon. 0n December 7, L94I, you, of courset

receLved word of the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor.

DescrLbe,  f l rs t  o f  a l l ,  how you receLved that  news.

The f irs L we had o f the knowledge o f Pearl- Ilarbor was

that we \,f,ere ordered to go into the hold of the ship and

Rea:
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get out a l l of our equipment, i n c l u d i n g our helmets, our 

guns. X t h i n k we a c t u a l l y took some of the 75-mi l l ime ter 

guns and sat them on the deck of the USS Republic, buckled 

them down t o where they could be f i r e d from the deck of 

the USS Republic. 

Did you rece ive the news over a PA system a f t e r you had 

been assembled, or how d i d t h i s , come about? Do you r e c a l l ? 

I t came i n format ion through our commanding o f f i c e r s . 

What were your r e a c t i o n and the r e a c t i o n s o f your buddies 

once you had received t h i s news? 

W e l l , of course, we were a l l very nervous about i t . I was 

very nervous about i t due t o the f a c t t h a t 1 never had 

been a water l o v e r . And i n prepar ing f o r — i t csme l a t e r — 

the event t h a t the ship was sunk by a torpedo or what, 

we went through, i n p r a c t i c e , the abandon ship d r i l l . And 

I ' l l never f o r g e t t h a t i n the format ion I was the l a s t 

ope t h a t was supposed t o leave the s h i p , and my respon

s i b i l i t y was t o take an ax and chop the rope i n two t h a t 

released the l i f e b o a t . 

At t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t ime, d i d you and your buddies f e e l 

t h a t t h i s was going to be a r e l a t i v e l y shor t war? 

Yes, I t h i n k t h a t was i n our minds. 

When you thought of a t y p i c a l Japanese a t t h a t t ime , what 

s o r t of a person d i d you u s u a l l y conjure up i n your own mind? 

Slant eyes, brown complexion, small person. 
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Marcel lo; DM you more or l e s s look upon the t y p i c a l Japanese as 

being Sn i n f e r i o r , so t o speak? 

Rea: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y . 

Marce l lo ; At t h i s t ime , the Republic was a c t u a l l y p a r t of a convoy, 

was i t not? There were several ships i n t h i s convoy. 

Rea: \, there was a Dutch f r e i g h t e r which we l a t e r on went 

t o Java i n , which was the Bloemfontein. And there was 

another ship t h a t the . . . I don't know whether i t was 

the . . . i t was s t i l l another p a r t of an a r t i l l e r y u n i t 

on t h i s o ther ship . And there was an escor t o f some 

k i n d . I t h i n k the USS Houston was i n our escor t f o r a 

w h i l e . 

Marce l lo ; The Pensacola, I know, was i n your e s c o r t . 

Rea; W e l l , i t could have been at t h a t t ime, 

Marce l lo ; Okay, so you take a zigzag course, so to speak, and ob

v i o u s l y you're no longer on your way t o the P h i l i p p i n e s 

because the Japanese had h i t the P h i l i p p i n e s almost s imul

taneously w i t h the a t tack at Pear l Harbor. You put i n t o 

Suva i n the P i j i I s l a n d s , and I t h i n k you only stopped 

there very b r i e f l y f o r f r e s h supp l i e s . 

Rea; That's r i g h t . 

Marcel lo; Did you get o f f the ship there? 

Rea; No, s i r . 

Marce l lo; Okay, you get back aboard, and now you're on your way t o 

ward Brisbane, A u s t r a l i a . You land there on December 21, 1941 



23 

Yes, 

Okay, what happens when you get t o Brisbane? 

We unloaded o f f o f the USS Republic and were put up i n t o 

an A u s t r a l i a n race t rack . 

Ascott? 

Asco t t . And they had small t e n t s around the perimeter of 

the r a c e t r a c k , and t h a t was our l i v i n g quar t e r s . But the 

main t h i n g t h a t 1 remember most d i s t i n c t l y i s t h a t we were 

supposed t o have been i n A u s t r a l i a a t l e a s t two days e a r l i e r 

than we were, and they had mutton stew t h a t had been cooking 

f o r two days i n open- f i r e pots ou t s ide . And t h a t was a 

meal t h a t I could not take. I never d i d l i k e mutton, but 

t h a t was d e f i n i t e l y one meal t h a t I j u s t couldn't eat. 

So I j u s t d i d w i t h o u t . 

I gather t h a t the u n i t d i d not undergo any type of t r a i n i n g 

or anything of t h a t nature here i n Brisbane. I t was j u s t 

a t r a n s i e n t s t a t i o n . 

R ight . The l a s t orders t h a t we had, a c t u a l l y , a f t e r we . . . 

w e l l , we stayed f o r about f i v e days i n t h a t area. Then 

there was word t h a t we would stay there . Then there was 

other word t h a t came, and they took us back t o the ship 

which they were p r e p a r i n g — t h i s Dutch f r e i g h t e r . They 

had t o make some c o r r e c t i o n s i n the l a t r i n e f a c i l i t i e s 

and so on. They were b u i l d i n g t h a t d u r i n g t h i s time and 

s e t t i n g up a open-air k i t c h e n out on deck. 
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Then they loaded our u n i t — t h e 2nd B a t t a l i o n — o n the 

sh ip . And we were supposed t o have . . . my t h i n k i n g was 

— a n d the s c u t t l e b u t t come down t o m e — t h a t a f t e r we had 

been aboard s h i p , orders came through t h a t we were to 

unload o f f of the Bloemfontein and remain i n A u s t r a l i a 

as quartermaster troops f o r our oncoming troops i n t o Aus

t r a l i a . We l l , due to the f a c t t h a t the f r e i g h t and so on 

t h a t was coming on t o the ship had a l o t of rum i n i t , 

t h a t some o f our men and the A u s t r a l i a n s had brought to 

them and so on, there were severa l of our men t h a t got 

I n t o x i c a t e d on t h a t rum and were not capable of walking 

back t o the t e n t s . So they chose t o keep us on the ship 

ove rn igh t . And when I woke the next morning, t h i n k i n g 

t h a t we'd get o f f the sh ip , we was s a i l i n g up the bay. 

Backing up j u s t a moment, what s o r t o f r ecep t ion d i d you 

rece ive from the A u s t r a l i a n s when you landed there i n 

Brisbane? 

I t was q u i t e a r e c e p t i o n . I remember k i d s on the side 

of the road when we were marching from where we unloaded 

o f f the USS Republic t o t h i s race t rack . And 1 can't c a l l 

the name of i t again. 

Asco t t , 

Asco t t . The k i d s were walking along t h e r e , and they was 

making a remark, "Do you have any cents? Do you have any 

cents?" That was t h e i r speaking of the penny, you know, 
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I n A u s t r a l i a , I never d i d l e a r n t o deal w i t h t h e i r money 

there . 

Marce l lo: Did you rece ive an i n v i t a t i o n t o spend Christmas dinner i n 

one of the homes of the Aus t ra l ians? I know t h a t t h i s 

happened to some of the people i n the u n i t . 

Rea: As an i n d i v i d u a l , I d i d no t , 

Marcel lo: There's another t h i n g t h a t seems t d s t r i k e the a t t e n t i o n 

o f the men i n the u n i t , and t h a t was the f a c t t h a t there 

seemed t o he a lack of young men i n Brisbane a t t h a t t ime. 

Did you n o t i c e i t ? 

Rea: Yes, 

Marce l lo : E v i d e n t l y , they were, of course, a l l overseas f i g h t i n g , 

mainly i n the Mid-East, I guess, or e lse a t Singapore or 

wherever. 

Rea: W e l l , I'm not sure, but I t h i n k they were under the B r i t i s h 

r u l e a t t h a t t ime, and B r i t a i n had gone to war w i t h Germany. 

I'm sure the A u s t r a l i a n s was p a r t of t h a t a c t i v i t y . 

Marce l lo : Okay, so you board the Bloemfontein, and now you're on 

your way from Brisbane to Surabaja, Java, i n the Dutch 

East I n d i e s , Did anything e v e n t f u l happen on the voyage 

from Brisbane to Surabaja? 

Rea: Not t h a t I r e c a l l , of any outs tanding t h i n g . 

Marcel lo: Some people r e f e r t o a submarine scare. Do you r e c a l l i t ? 

Rea: We l l , s ince you brought i t up, i t seems l i k e there was. 

We had watches t h a t was mainly t o be on the lookout f o r 
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periscopes t h a t might be p r o t r u d i n g out of the ocean. And 

I t h i n k there was pos s ib l y some rumor t h a t there was some 

s p o t t e d , but as f a r as a c t u a l l y seeing any th ing , I d i d not . 

I guess New Year would have been spent aboard the Bloem

f o n t e i n on t h a t voyage. 

Yes. I n c i d e n t a l l y , t h i s i s where T became i n t e r e s t e d i n 

the barber work. To back up a l i t t l e b i t , when we were 

on the USS Republic, we crossed the equator, and we had 

what we d a l l e d the "equator i n i t i a t i o n . " And one of the 

i n i t i a t i o n th ings was t h a t they took a p a i r of o l d hand 

c l i p p e r s and j u s t dug i n t o our scalps and cut the h a i r 

o f f , you know, i n j u s t spots and patches. And w h i l e 

we were on the Bloemfontein, or even s t i l l on the Republic, 

some of them decided t h a t we could take a p a i r o f sc i ssors 

and a comb and k i n d of Improve the looks of the h a i r a 

l i t t l e b i t . I came t o be the one t h a t could do the best 

j o b , so T s t a r t e d doing i t on severa l . And t h i s was the 

beginning o f my barber work (chuck le ) . 

And w e ' l l be t a l k i n g about t h i s l a t e r on, a l s o , i gather, 

when we get you up i n t o the j u n g l e and so on. 

Right . 

Okay, you land a t Surabaja, Java. What happens a t t h a t 

po in t? 

Our u n i t i s taken from Surabaja up to a camp at Malang, 

Java, 
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Now Malang i s the town, and the a c t u a l camp i s S ingosar i , 

i s n ' t t h a t correc t? 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s r i g h t . 

How d i d you get from Surabaja to Singosari? 

The f i r s t t r i p we made was by t r a i n a t n i g h t . We came 

from Surabaja by t r a i n , and I don't r e c a l l j u s t exac t l y 

how we got out t o the camp. I t seemed l i k e the Dutch 

government had t h e i r t rucks there t h a t they c a r r i e d us 

out t o camp. 

And I gather t h a t you had no idea what you were doing i n 

Java. You had not been t o l d anything. 

No. 

Was there any g r i p i n g or s c u t t l e b u t t or rumors as t o why 

you were i n Java? 

Not a t the t ime. We l a t e r l earned t h a t we were there as 

a decoy t o draw the Japanese a c t i v i t y , or a f l e e t o f Japa

nese sh ips , i n t o Java. 

Rather than toward A u s t r a l i a ? 

Right . 

Okay, describe what Singosari looked l i k e from a p h y s i c a l 

s tandpo in t . Describe the base i n terms of your quarters 

and the other p h y s i c a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 

This e v i d e n t l y had been a Dutch Army camp at one time. 

They had wood frame b u i l d i n g s w i t h t i l e r o o f s . I guess 

you'd say i t was a summer area or a k i n d of a summer r e -
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s o r t . I t wasn't r e a l ho t , and i t wasn't r e a l c o l d . But 

a l l the b u i l d i n g s were open-air. They had doors on them, 

but they had louvers i n them, i n other words, to keep the 

r a i n o u t , I guess. But the b u i l d i n g s xvere not as we know 

them, where we'd close them up t o keep the a i r out of 

them. They were open-air. They had t i l e f l o o r s . There 

was a paved area around i n the camp there . I t was r e a l 

n i c e q u a r t e r s . 

Were you l i v i n g i n a barracks, so t o speak, t h a t i s , was 

there a l a r g e group o f men w i t h i n the s leeping quarters? 

Yes. I r e c a l l the barracks would probably accommodate 

t w e n t y - f i v e to t h i r t y people i n the u n i t . 

Had you been issued mosquito nets or anything of t h a t 

nature by t h i s time? 

Yes, we had been issued mosquito n e t s , and I b e l i e v e we 

were given army cots w i t h a straw mattress on i t . They 

were so constructed t o where you could t i e a mosquito net 

a t the head of the bed on a w i r e t h a t ran along there t h a t 

was t i g h t enough t o hold i t . Of course, you could t i e i t 

on the back and tuck i t under a f t e r you got i n bed. I t 

was very comfortable s l eep ing , and the mosquitoes d i d n ' t 

bother you a t a l l . 

Had you received the usual shots and i n n o c u l a t i o n s p r i o r 

to t h i s voyage overseas? 

Yes, we had those before we l e f t Camp Bowie. 
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Okay, what s o r t of a c t i v i t y does the u n i t undertake a f t e r 

i t i s s e t t l e d i n a t Singosari? What do you do? For exam

p l e , what do you do w i t h your weapons . . . your heavy 

weapons? 

Wel l , I remember on January 11th, I b e l i e v e i t was, we had 

an a i r r a i d , And we had severa l of our 75 -ml l l ime tor 

guns, which a t t h a t time had the s p l i t t r a i l . , . the 

o r i g i n a l o l d French 75 had a s i n g l e t r a i l on i t . And these 

American 75's was much more maneuverable- t o where you could 

swing i n t o d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s more r a p i d l y . And they 

f i r e d a t some of these planes w i t h the a r t i l l e r y guns. 

I don't r e c a l l whether there was any accuracy on i t or 

n o t , but there was a bomb dropped t h a t p a r t i a l l y covered 

up one of our gun crews there i n S ingosar i . 

1 a lso know t h a t a t the time you got t o S i n g o s a r i , the 

19.th Bomb Group was there . I s n ' t t h a t correc t? Or else 

they caiae i n s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . 

They came there from the P h i l i p p i n e s , i s my understanding. 

Did they come a f t e r you a r r i v e d t h e r e , or were they a c t u a l l y 

there when you got there? 

I b e l i e v e p a r t o f them were there when we got there . 

I s i t not t r u e t h a t some of the people i n the u n i t served 

aa ground crew f o r those bombers t h a t came out o f the 

P h i l i p p i n e s , and, a l s o , I b e l i e v e , some of the men even 

volunteered t o f l y missions w i t h those bombers. 
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They d i d . One p a r t i c u l a r person t h a t l i v e s i n Plainview 

y e t was one of them. I b e l i e v e h i s name i s Adrian Connally. 

He t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o the A i r Corps and was back i n the 

Uni ted States on Christinas of 1941, They used our u n i t — 

the a r t i l l e r y t rucks and so o n — t o haul s u p p l i e s , and we 

a c t u a l l y went through the moving of bombs, b r i n g i n g them 

i n there t o load the planes, h a u l i n g f u e l f o r the planes. 

Some of them were a s s i s t i n g i n the maintenance, I t h i n k , 

o f the . . . I b e l i e v e they were a l l B-17's, and, occasion

a l l y , I t h i n k there was a few P-38's t h a t were there . 1 

r e c a l l one time hearing about a d o g f i g h t , w i t h some of 

the Zero f i g h t e r s . 

But i t was a f i r s t experience of being under f i r e , 

and i t ' s something you j u s t can't descr ibe . 

W e l l , why don't you t r y . According t o my records—and 

I'm k i n d o f c o n t r a d i c t i n g something t h a t you sa id e a r l i e r — 

the f i r s t r a i d occurred on February 3, 1942. 

That's t r u e because we landed i n Java on January 11th. 

Okay, so describe t h i s a i r r a i d . As you mentioned, t h i s 

i s an experience t h a t I'm sure y o u ' l l never f o r g e t . 

W e l l , a t the a i r p o r t there was a l a r g e s i r e n . I n s i z e , 

t o describe i t , i t ' d be as b i g around as a f i f t y - f i v e -

g a l l o n b a r r e l . And t h a t was the most mournful sound I've 

ever experienced, I b e l i e v e . But t h i s t h i n g went o f f , and, 

o f course, not having been through anything l i k e t h a t , we 
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d i d n ' t know what was coming. But i n about f i v e minutes, 

we d i d know, and Zero f i g h t e r s were s t r a f i n g the camp there 

i n S ingosar i . 

Did they seem t o be going a f t e r the planes r a t h e r than 

a f t e r personnel? 0f course, maybe i t d i d n ' t seem t h a t 

way a t the time t o you (chuckle ) . 

I'm not sure whether they had any planes on the ground 

a t t h a t t ime. But I r e c a l l t h a t we l e f t the camp area 

t o take cover out i n d i t ches out around there . 

So you had no trenches or anything dug a t t h i s t ime. You 

mentioned d i t c h e s , so 1 assume you had no trenches. 

We had no trenches. A c t u a l l y , we were caught unaware t h a t 

t h i s might happen, e v i d e n t l y . But t h i s was the f i r s t ex

perience t h a t I r e c a l l of anybody saying anything about 

f i r e a r m s . Of course, we were given orders t h a t when we 

l e f t out t h a t we was supposed t o keep our i i f l e s w i t h us. 

There was a c t u a l l y some of the guys t h a t f i r e d a t the 

planes w i t h a r i f l e . 

How long d i d t h i s f i r s t r a i d l a s t ? 

As. best I remember, i t was something l i k e an hour. 

And was i t j u s t about e n t i r e l y a l l Zeroes, or d i d h i g h - l e v e l 

bombers come i n a f t e r the Zeroes had done t h e i r work? 

I t h i n k i t was Zero f i g h t e r s . Maybe the bomb t h a t f e l l 

a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r time was maybe a dive-bomber or some

t h i n g l i k e t h a t . 
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What damage was done t o the base? Now you mentioned t h a t 

t h i s one gun d i d get covered, more or l e s s , as a r e s u l t 

of t h i s f i r s t r a i d . Whs thhr.e any damage done to the b u i l d 

ings and the runways and th ings of t h a t nature? 

Yes, some of the b u i l d i n g s had some damage on them. 

I r e c a l l one instance. I t ' s r a t h e r amusing. There 

was one f e l l o w i n our u n i t t h a t had go t t en hold of a pet 

monkey. And I spoke about t h i s w i r e t h a t we t i e d the ') 

mosquito nets on. He had a chain on t h i s monkey, and he 

had the l e n g t h of t h a t w i re t o t r a v e l from bunk t o bunk 

i n t h i s t h i n g . And we were issued these hemp p i l l o w s , 

which i s a s6mi-cotton t h i n g . During t h a t r a i d , t h a t 

monkey got e x c i t e d and had the run of a l l the bunks. And 

when we came back i n t o the barracks t h e r e , t h a t monkey 

had strewn those p i l l o w s , and i t looked l i k e somebody had 

picked a thousand geese i n there ( chuck le ) . I t was j u s t 

everywhere. Everything was covered w i t h the contents of 

the p i l l o w s . 

How many of these r a i d s occurred o f f and on dur ing t h i s 

period? Do you r e c a l l ? 

I b e l i e v e . . . w e l l , I ' d say e i g h t or t en . 

I s i t not t r u e t h a t a f t e r t h a t f i r s t r a i d , you dug i n those 

a r t i l l e r y pid.ces i n such a manner t h a t they would be able 

t o shoot i n t o the a i r at these a irp lanes? 

True. This might have been when t h i s occurrence happened— 
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when the crew was p a r t l y dazed from the bomb. I'm not 

sure e x a c t l y when i t occurred, but I do know t h a t t h i s 

d i d Happen, 

I n Subsequent a i r r a i d s , were you subjec ted t o a c t u a l 

bombing from h i g h - a l t i t u d e or h i g h - l e v e l bombers? Or was 

i t mainly always s t r a f i n g t h a t occurred? 

Not i n Java, I don't t h i n k . There might have been some, 

but I don't r e c a l l too much. 

I n o ther words, i t was mainly a l l s t r a f i n g there a t Singo

s a r i . 

Now 1 take i t back. Being a t r u c k d r i v e r , as I was, our 

u n i t was used to t r a n s p o r t the warheads and so on t h a t 

was put on the planes. And I r e c a l l one time t h a t I was 

sent . . , there was three of us, I b e l i e v e , t h a t was sent 

back t o Surabaja t o p i c k up s u p p l i e s , these warheads. We 

had a bombing r a i d w h i l e we were on t h a t t r i p . I remember 

l e a v i n g my t r u c k s e t t i n g on the s ide of the road w i t h 

those warheads loaded on my t r u c k . I l e f t the t r u c k , and 

(chuckle) i f i t h i t i t , i t wouldn't get me. 

Do you ever get used t o these a i r ra ids? 

Not e n t i r e l y , no. You got t o where you had more c o n t r o l 

of your body then you d i d t o begin w i t h because a t the 

beginning we couldn't c o n t r o l them. We were so e x c i t e d . 

As a r e s u l t o f a l l these a i r r a i d s , th ings even tua l l y be

come untenable f o r the 19 th Bomb Group, and i t leaves'cn 
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February 27, 1942, What do you r e c a l l about the departure 

of the 19th Bomb Group? I guess what I'm saying i n e f f e c t 

i s , how d i d i t " a f f e c t the morale of those t h a t had to r e 

main behind? By t h i s t ime, I'm sure you knew t h a t th ings 

were g e t t i n g a l i t t l e ser ious . 

Yes, we d i d . Of course, we'd a l l have l i k e d t o have l e f t 

t h e r e , and we were k i n d of sorry t h a t we d i d n ' t vo lunteer 

so we'd be f lown out of there . But they only took those 

t h a t had t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o the u n i t . 

Nevertheless , d i d you f e e l t h a t you would be evacuated by 

the United States Navy or somebody very s h o r t l y ? 

I t h i n k i t was the a t t i t u d e t h a t we had a shor t stay r e 

gardless . 

So what happened to the 2nd B a t t a l i o n once the 19th Bomb 

Group has departed? 

We l l , the I n t e n s i t y o f the war became worse. 

And you evacuated the base the next day, d i d you not? I 

t h i n k the 19th Bomb Group went out on the 27th, and you 

evacuated on the 28th. 

Yes. We were c a l l e d i n t o a c t i o n and our . . . w e l l , E 

B a t t e r y was sent back to Surabaja, I b e l i e v e , and we never 

see them an3nnore from the time t h a t we l e f t there . 

So what d i d the other remaining u n i t s do at t h a t p o i n t then? 

We stayed together as a u n i t . But a t the time we were 

prepar ing f o r a c t i o n , they advised us to take what we could 
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M a r c e l l o t 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marce l lo: 

Rea: 

put I n one barracks bag—as supplies?-—with; us. E v i d e n t l y , 

they were t h i n k i n g t h a t we'd come back t o our quarters there 

a t S ingosar i . But t h i s d i d n ' t happen because I r e c a l l t h a t 

I had bought some s t u f f to dend back home, and i t was i n 

my f o o t l o c k e r t h e r e , and I never d i d see i t anymore. 

I gather t h a t from t h i s p o i n t forward , c e r t a i n l y r i g h t Up 

t o the time of the surrender, t h a t the u n i t was cons tan t ly 

on the move. 

Yes, I t h i n k t h a t was the secret of the whole t h i n g — t o 

leave the tmpression there was more personnel there than 

there a c t u a l l y was. The p a r t i c u l a r u n i t 1 was i n , I r e c a l l , 

had about three o f four t rucks w i t h maybe one or two of 

them w i t h a two-wheel t r a i l e r behind i t w i t h a t a r p over 

i t . We'd go i n t o a town l a t e o f an evening, and we had 

permi ts through the Dutch government where we'd gas up 

our u n i t s . But everytime we stopped anyplace to gas up, 

why, ,there'd always be somebody coming around asking ques

t i o n s : "How many American personnel i s there on the i s 

land?" When they approached me, I never d i d say anything. 

Were these n a t i v e Javanese who were asking these questions? 

The ones I r e c a l l were wel l -dressed. I took them to be 

educated people. And i t i s my t h i n k i n g t h a t they were 

probably spies t r y i n g t o get i n f o r m a t i o n . 

But were they Javanese or Dutch or O r i e n t a l s o f some type? 

Most of them were a cross between the Dutch and the Java-
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nese, I t h i n k . 

Marce l lo; Waat contact do you have w i t h o'tler. A l l i e d contingents 

w h i l e you're making these moves around the is land? 

iRea: Engl i sh and A u s t r a l i a n . They had some u n i t s there . 

Marce l lo: 1 gather t h a t some of the u n i t s d i d prov ide a r t i l l e r y sup

p o r t f o r the A u s t r a l i a n s . Do you r e c a l l any of t h a t a c t i v 

i t y ? 

Rea: I t h i n k there were some areas where they d i d , but my par

t i c u l a r u n i t d i d not . 

Marcel lo: I've also read t h a t because so many Japanese landed—and 

I've seen f i g u r e s t h a t as h igh as 40,000 Japanese troops 

l a n d e d — t h a t they were c o n t i n u a l l y o u t f l a n k i n g you and 

g e t t i n g behind you. This i s another reason why you had 

t o keep moving, t h a t i s , t o keep from being surrounded 

and u l t i m a t e l y : ' a n n i h i l a t e d , I guess. Anyway, dur ing 

a l l t h i s moving, you r e a l l y don't see too many Japanese, 

do you? 

Rea: No, s i r . I t was r a t h e r hard t o d i s t i n g u i s h whether they 

were Japanese or who they were i f they were dressed, you 

know, s i m i l a r because the Javanese looked much l i k e the 

Japanese. 

Marcel lo: Okay, on March 8, 1942, the word comes down t h a t the i s 

land haa c a p i t u l a t e d , and you are t o surrender. How d i d 

you rece ive the word, and what was your r e a c t i o n when you 

heard t h a t t h i s was the s i t u a t i o n ? 
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W e l l , our commanding o f f i c e r a t t h a t time was Colonel 

Tharp from A m a r i l l o , Texas, and he c a l l e d the u n i t t o 

gether. 1 b e l i e v e he might have informed the b a t t e r y 

o f f i c e r s , and then they got t h e i r u n i t s together and 

informed us. But, anyway, the word came down t h a t 'the 

i s l a n d had c a p i t u l a t e d , and we were to surrender our 

equipment. Again, I can't r e c a l l the name of the race

t r a c k where we l i n e d i t a l l up. 

Garoet. 

Garoet, But i t was close t o the c a p i t a l . 

Batavia? 

No. 

Bandung? 

I can't t h i n k of the name of i t . An3rway, t h i s racetrack 

was j u s t a l i t t l e ways from t h e r e , and we j u s t c i r c l e d the 

t r a c k w i t h a l l o f our u n i t . 

What was your r e a c t i o n or your emotions when you heard t h a t 

the u n i t had cap i tu la ted? You r e a l l y hadn't seen t h a t much 

a c t i o n . 

Not r e a l l y . Up to t h i s t i m e — w e l l , t h i s time or any other 

t i m e — I never f i r e d t h a t r i f l e t h a t I was issued. I a l 

most d i d a t one time. We were s i t t i n g on the side of the 

road, and some personnel came up and was l o o k i n g over the 

u n i t and something or another. And when I came back to 

the t r u c k , being the only one around the t r u c k a t t h a t 
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t i m e , t h i s one p a r t i c u l a r person s t a r t e d running. I r e 

c a l l t a k i n g the t l f l e out of the scabbard, which was t i e d 

on the s ide o f the t r u c k , and l e v e l i n g down on him, but 

I never d i d p u l l the . t r i g g e r . 

So, again , what was your r e a c t i o n now t h a t you were i n 

essence becoming a prisoner-of-war? 

The f i r s t thought I had was t o remove a l l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

as t o what my c a p a b i l i t i e s was. So, being a t r u c k d r i v e r , 

I took the government-issued t r u c k d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e out 

of my pocket and destroyed i t . Some o f the personnel d i d 

not do t h a t even w h i l e we were s t i l l there i n the area of 

t h i s race t rack . They came i n and got some d r i v e r s t h a t 

we never d i d hear of f o r q u i t e some t ime. Some of them 

I never saw u n t i l a f t e r we were l i b e r a t e d . 1 don't know 

what they d i d . 1 never have questioned any of them e x a c t l y . 

Did you have any amount of f e a r as t o what was going t o 

happen t o you? 

Wel l , n a t u r a l l y , we had fear t h a t we d i d n ' t know what the 

f u t u r e he ld f o r us. 

What were the rumors going around so f a r as the Japanese 

a t t i t u d e toward prisoners-of-war? 

W e l l , there was a l l kinds o f rumors because they said t h a t 

we'd be put before a f i r i n g squad. Others sa id t h a t we'd 

be taken pr isoner-of-war and these var ious t h i n g s . 

A c t u a l l y , f o r about f o u r or f i v e days, there j u s t 
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Marcello I 

Rea: 

Marcello: 

Rea: 

Marcello; 

Rea: 

wasn't a n y t h i n g — n o a c t i v i t y . We moved from t h a t area and 

k i n d of took our pup t e n t s and b u i l t a l i t t l e , so to speak, 

camp area and down close t o a r i v e r where we could cook 

and sleep there . Eventual ly , they came i n and gave us o r 

ders , and they took us from there and loaded us on a t r a i n 

and took us i n t o Batavia. 

You d i d not go to a tea p l a n t a t i o n i n the meantime? 

Right . We d i d go by t r u c k up there i n our u n i t — u p t o a 

p l a n t a t i o n ' — a n d we stayed there f o r , oh, a couple of . . . 

w e l l , I don't know whether i t was two weeks or what. As 

1 r e c a l l from there , there was a volcano back i n the south

east area t h a t you could see every once i n a w h i l e t h a t ' d 

gush up the smoke out of i t . I t was a c t i v e p a r t of the 

t ime. 

Upon surrender, what d i d you do w i t h your a r t i l l e r y pieces 

and so on? 

The a r t i l l e r y u n i t s , i t s e l f , as f a r as I know, remained 

r i g h t there on the race t rack . 

I guess what I'm saying i n e f f e c t i s , were those pieces 

destroyed or rendered useless t o the Japanese or anything 

of t h a t nature? 

I don't have any knowledge what happened to the 7 5 - m i l l i 

meter guns. The l a s t a c t i v i t y I had w i t h the motorized 

u n i t s was moving a jeep to an area down close to where we 

were taken from there to Batavia. But a t the time we 
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surrendered, we had some Dutch equipment. I n other words, 

the o f f i c e r s were issued a c i v i l i a n car. They drained the 

O i l out o f those and s t a r t e d the motor and l e t them burn 

up. 

Did you surrender your S p r i n g f i e l d r i f l e i n t a c t ? 

Yes . . , w e l l , I say I d i d . T don't r e c a l l whether we 

took the f i r i n g p i n out of them or what. 

While you were a t Garoet, how much contact d i d you a c t u a l l y 

have w i t h Japanese there? 

The only t h i n g t h a t I a c t u a l l y remember i s t h a t t h i s Japa

nese o f f i c e r who was i n command came i n and was t a l k i n g 

w i t h Colonel Tharp, and h i s f i r s t ques t ion was, "Where i s 

the r e s t o f your u n i t ? " The rumor was t h a t there was 

40,000 American troops there , And he s a i d , "Where are a l l 

these people?" Colonel Tharp s a i d , "This i s a l l I have," 

But t h a t e v i d e n t l y was the reason why we were moving around 

over the i s l a n d i n small u n i t s — t o lead them t o be l i eve 

there was l o t s of u n i t s there . 

What thoughts d i d you have about heading f o r the h i l l s or 

t r y i n g t o make i t f o r the coast and get o f f the is land? 

There was l o t s of t a l k about i t a t one t ime. Some of them 

t r i e d i t . We l l , I b e l i e v e Colonel Searle was the . . . 

Colonel gearle? 

Yes. He was the senior grade o f f i c e r who was w i t h us. 

He even, I b e l i e v e , had s e n i o r i t y over Colonel Tharp. 
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M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

And he was w i t h t h e 2 6 t h B r i g a d e , wasn't he? 

R i g h t , X t h i n k he and h i s d r i v e r and one o r two more 

t r i e d t o make i t t o t h e coas t where t h e y c o u l d ge t o f f t h e 

I s l a n d , A c t u a l l y , a f t e r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , I never 

d i d see C o l o n e l S e a r l e . I don ' t r e c a l l s e e i n g him a f t e r t h a t , 

I s i t n o t t r u e t h a t by t h i s t i m e t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e na

t i v e Javanese had a l s o changed. 

Yes. 

They were n o t n e a r l y so f f i e n d l y as t h e y had once been. 

No, t h e y k i n d o f went w i t h t h e Japanese because t h e y were 

i n coiimiand-"-they were i n c o n t r o l . T h i s i s t r u e w i t h those 

p e o p l e over t h e r e ; ''Whoever can g i v e me t h e most i s who 

I ' l l f o l l o w . " 

Now you m e n t i o n t h a t you remain t h e r e a t Garoet f o r j u s t 

a s h o r t p e r i o d o f t i m e , and you ' r e n o t harassed o r a n y t h i n g 

o f t h a t n a t u r e . Then f r o m t h e r e you move up t o t h i s t e a 

p l a n t a t i o n . What d i d you do a t t h e t e a p l a n t a t i o n ? 

N o t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r , only j u s t g e t a l i t t l e r e c r e a t i o n , 

what l i t t l e we c o u l d do t h e r e . 

So f a r , b e i n g a pr±sonerr-of-war r e a l l y wasn't t o o bad. 

Wasn't t o o bad a t a l l , no. 

D i d you have your own v e h i c l e s ? 

We had some o f them. 

And I assume t h a t you were l i v i n g o f f y o u r own s u p p l i e s . 

R i g h t . 
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M a r G e l l o l Okay, now you ment ioned t h a t , a f t e r b e i n g t h e r e f o r a 

s h o r t p e r i o d o f t i m e , you a r e t h e n moved once againi^ Des

c r i b e t h e move f r o m t h e t e a p l a n t a t i o n i n t o your f i r s t 

a c t u a l POW camp, and, o f c o u r s e , we're r e f e r r i n g t o 

Tandjong P r i o k , Okay, d e s c r i b e t h i s move f r o m t h e t e a 

p l a n t a t i o n I n t o Tandjong P r i o k as b e s t you can remember. 

Rea: The b e s t 1 remember, t h e y t o o k us f r o m t h e t e a p l a n t a t i o n 

t o a r a i l h e a d and p u t us on t h e t r a i n . As I s a i d e a r l i e r , 

we were o n l y a l l o w e d one b a r r a c k s bag o f c l o t h i n g and 

s u p p l i e s . And f r o m t h e area where t h e y t o o k us o f f the 

t r a i n t o where we had t o march i n t o t h e compound where 

t h e y k e p t us f o r a w h i l e was q u i t e a d i s t a n c e . And, o f 

c o u r s e , i t was v e r y h o t , v e r y u n c o m f o r t a b l e . S e v e r a l o f 

t h e men thaht became exhausted t r y i n g t o c a r r y t h i s and 

keep up w i t h t h e group , and t h e y j u s t d i s c a r d e d t h e i r 

s u p p l i e s ' — t h r e w ^ t h e i r b a r r a c k s bags t o t h e s i d e and j u s t 

went o f f and l e f t them. T h e i r s u p p l i e s was gone; t h e i r 

c l o t h i n g was gone. I was f o r t u n a t e enough t o be a b l e t o 

r e t a i n mine. And a f t e r we were i n t h i s a r e a , t hose t h a t 

had d i s c a r d e d t h e i r equipment d i d n ' t have any b l a n k e t s o r 

a n y t h i n g , so we k i n d o f s p l i t up and shared t hose w i t h 

one anoth jar . 

M a r c e l l o : X u n d e r s t a n d i t was a l s o around t h i s t i m e where you ex

p e r i e n c e d y o u r f i r s t harassment f r o m t h e Japanese s o l d i e r s . 

Do you r e c a l l any o f t h e harassment t h a t o c c u r r e d on t h i s 
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j o u r n e y between t h e t e a p l a n t a t i o n and Tandjong P r i o k ? 

W e l l , t h i s i s t h e f i r s t t i m e we'd a c t u a l l y saw any k i n d 

o f p u s h i n g us around. 

D e s c r i b e what these Japanese s o l d i e r s l o o k e d l i k e , f i r s t 

o f a l l . They were k i n d o f s c r u f f y - l o o k i n g c h a r a c t e r s , 

w e r e n ' t they? 

Yes, t h e y were. Some o f them were w e a r i n g t e n n i s shoes 

w i t h t h e s p l i t t o e i n them and k i n d o f a t i g h t - l e g g e d p a i r 

o f s l a c k s o r b r i t c h e s , a v e r y l o o s e - f i t t i n g s h i r t , and 

a l i t t l e cap w i t h a b i l l on i t t h a t . . . t h e y had s t r e a m e r s , 

r a g s t r e a m e r s , o r something around t h e back. I guess t h i s 

was t o p r o t e c t them f r o m t h e sun o r someth ing . And a l l 

o f them . . . I never d i d f i g u r e o u t j u s t e x a c t l y what t h e 

c o n t e n t o f t h i s l i t t l e bag was, b u t around t h e i r b e l t 

t h e y had a l i t t l e t h i n g on a s t r i n g j u s t about t h a t b i g 

and square ( g e s t u r e ) . What t h a t was i n t h e r e , I don ' t 

know, b u t a l l o f them was w e a r i n g i t . 

I n o t h e r words , i t was about two i n c h e s h i g h and maybe 

about t h r e e i n c h e s l o n g . 

Yes, 

Was i t something made o u t o f l e a t h e r o r c l o t h ? 

L e a t h e r - c o v e r e d . I don ' t know what t h e c o n t e n t s o f i t was. 

How b i g were t h e y , o r how s m a l l were they? 

W e l l , t h e average one would s t r i k e you about s h o u l d e r - h i g h 

. . , s t r i k e me about s h o u l d e r - h i g h . 
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I ' v e h ea rd some o f t h e men say t h a t t h e y l o o k r a t h e r c o m i c a l 

w i t h t h e r i f l e and a l o n g bayonet on i t . 

R i g h t . Some o f them were s m a l l e r t h a n o t h e r s . 

What was some o f t h e harassment t h a t you saw b e i n g d e a l t 

o u t by t h e Japanese h e r e . 

W e l l , t h i s i s t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t we r e a l l y f e l t t h a t 

t h e y f e l t t h a t t h e y were s u p e r i o r over us . I t seemed l i k e 

t h e y t o o k p r i d e i n o v e r p o w e r i n g a b i g man. I n o t h e r words, 

i t r e a l l y gave them p r i d e t o be a b l e t o w a l k up and abuse 

an American s o l d i e r and h im n o t be a b l e t o s t r i k e back a t 

them. 

What k i n d o f abuse were t h e y c a r r y i n g ou t? 

M h i h l y , s l a p p i n g you o r k i c k i n g y o u r s h i n s . 

And a l o t o f y e l l i n g , t o o , I guess. 

Oh, y e s , l o t s o f y e l l i n g . 

Now d i d t h i s occur w h i l e you were b o a r d i n g t h e t r s i n , o r 

was t h i s m a i n l y o c c u r r i n g on t h e inarch f r o m t h e t r a i n i n t o 

Tandjong P r i o k o r b o t h p laces? 

W e l l , b o t h p l a c e s — a n y t i m e t h e y were t r y i n g t o ge t us t o 

move f a s t e r . 

Were you s u b j e c t e d p e r s o n a l l y t p any o f t h i s harassment? 

No, 

Okay, so you move i n t o Tandjong P r i o k , D e s c r i b e what t h i s 

camp l o p k e d l i k e f r o m a p h y s i c a l s t a n d p o i n t . 

W e l l , a c t u a l l y , i t l o o k e d more l i k e a s t a b l e t h a n a n y t h i n g 
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e l s e . I t was a b u i l d i n g o f some k i n d t h a t l o o k e d l i k e i t ' d 

been d e s e r t e d . So we c l eaned i t o u t , and t h a t was our 

s l e e p i n g q u a r t e r s , 

T h i s i s t h e f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e t h a t we had w i t h t h e d i e t 

t h a t we were t o g s t a d j u s t e d t o , w h i c h was t r a s h y r i c e , 

I ' d say. 

W e ' l l come hack and t a l k about t h i s I n a moment. L e t ' s 

d e s c r i b e some more about t h e camp. I g a t h e r t h e r e was 

a l s o a barbed w i r e f ence around t h i s camp, i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

Tha t ' s t r u e . 

What were t h e q u a r t e r s l i k e i n s i d e , t h a t i s , where you 

s l e p t and a l l t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g ? 

W e l l , t h e y l o o k e d l i k e t h e y had e i t h e r had an imals i n t h e r e 

o r s t o r e d hay, and t h e r e was human excrement i n areas o f i t . 

So you were s i m p l y s l e e p i n g on t h e f l o o r then? 

R i g h t , a b l a n k e t i n t h e f l o o r , and t h e r e was your bed. 

Under t he se c i r c u m s t a n c e s , what k i n d o f m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e 

i s b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d w i t h i n t h e u n i t ? 

We were s t i l l i n u n i t s a t t h a t t i m e . Our o f f i c e r s was w i t h 

us . We was j u s t k i n d o f t r y i n g t o s u r v i v e t o g e t h e r and 

s e e i n g what tomorrow b r o u g h t . 

Were men s t i l l obey ing t h e i r o f f i c e r s and t h i n g s o f t h i s 

n a t u r e ? 

Yes. 

How about such m i l i t a r y f o r m a l i t i e s as s a l u t i n g and so on. 
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Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

t h a t i s , an American e n l i s t e d man s a l u t i n g an American 

o f f i c e r ? Had t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g ceased by t h i s t i m e — 

by m u t u a l agreement? 

By m u t u a l agreement i t had, b u t we s t i l l honored our 

o f f i c e r s . 

W e l l , d i s c i p l i n e was g o i n g t o be a necessary i n g r e d i e n t 

f o r s u r v i v a l , was i t no t? 

Yes. 

And 1 guess you found t h a t o u t v e r y q u i c k l y o r r e a l i z e d 

t h a t v e r y q u i c k l y ? 

R i g h t , I f y0u d i d n ' t a g i t a t e them, you g o t a l o n g w i t h them 

a l o t b e t t e r . But i f you d i d a n y t h i n g t o a g i t a t e them on 

purpose , t h a t ' s when you r e a l l y g o t bashed. The b e s t t h i n g 

t o do was t o swal low your p r i d e and l e t them know they 

were s u p e r i o r t o you. 

Okay, you were t a l k i n g about t h e f o o d a w h i l e ago, so l e t ' s 

g e t back on t h a t s u b j e c t . D e s c r i b e what t h e f o o d s i t u a t i o n 

wae l i k e h e r e a t Tandjong P r i o k , 

E v i d e n t l y , i t was t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t t h e cooks i n our u n i t 

had any e x p e r i e n c e w i t h r i c e , and t h e y had no i d e a o f how 

t o p r e p a r e i t . The f i r s t meal , I r e c a l l , was f i x e d l i k e 

we wou ld n o r m a l l y f i x r i c e i n a c e r e a l h e r e — k i n d o f a 

p o r r i d g e - t y p e . And t h e y were g i v e n t h e s e b i g o l ' copper 

q u a r r i e s . I t was a,'big, p o t - i o o k i n g t h i n g t h a t you cooked 

t h e r i c e i n by p u t t i n g wood under i t t o hea t t h e w a t e r . 
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And i t was v e r y t r a s h y , I don ' t know where t h e y go t t h e 

s u p p l i e s , b u t t h i s was our f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e r i c e 

d i e t . 

M a r c e l l o : When you say t h e r i c e was " t r a s h y , " can you e l a b o r a t e ? 

Rea: W e l l , when t h e y p u t i t i n t o cook i t , t h e y poured t h e 

r i c e i n t h e r e and had t o s k i m o f f t h e bugs and t r a s h and 

so on on t h e t o p o f i t and t h r o w i t o u t . . . even cock

roaches . There was a worm i n t h e r e t h a t had k i n d o f a 

web around i t , and you m i g h t have one o f t h o s e . 

M a r c e l l o : About how b i g were those worms? 

Rea: Oh, some o f them was an i n c h , an i n c h - a n d - a - h h l f l o n g . 

M a r c e l l o : And even a f t e r you were s e r v e d t h e r i c e j I'm sure t h a t 

you wou ld have t o go t h r o u g h i t and make sure t h a t t h e r e 

were no more o f these c r i t t e r s i n t h e r e . 

Rea? Tha t ' s t r u e . But t h e f i r s t meal t h e y s e rved us was, as 

I s a i d , t h i s c e r e a l - t y p e , p o r r i d g e ' - t y p e , t h a t t h e y cooked. 

They cooked i t i n t o a k i n d o f a mush, and i t had t h e t a s t e 

o f a gunny sack. And i t s u r e d i d n ' t h e l p t h e d i e t any a t a l l , 

M a r c e l l o ? D i d you e a t I t a t t h a t t ime? 

Rea? Not t o o much o f i t . They i s s u e d us k i b d o f an o l ' chunk 

o f b r e a d , i t seems t o me l i k e , t h a t you c p u l d t r i m o f f 

some o f i t , Then t h e y had some aged cheese t h a t was k i n d 

o f l i k e a L imburger cheese. I t was green on t h e o u t s i d e , 

b u t you c o u l d t r i m a l l t h a t o f f and e a t t h e cheese I n s i d e 

o f i t . 
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M a r c e l l o : D i d you s t i l l have any company s u p p l i e s a t t h i s t i m e y e t ? 

Rea: Not b e i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n a rea a t t h a t t i m e , I d i d n ' t know. 

I don ' t remember. 

M a r c e l l o : Were you b e i n g f e d a s u f f i c i e n t amount o f f o o d hare i n 

terms o f q u a n t i t y ? 

Rea: No. 

M a r c e l l o : I n o t h e r words , you were a l r e a d y on a reduced d i e t . 

Rea: Tha t ' s t r u e . A f t e r some o f them r e f u s e d t o e a t t h e r i c e , 

t h e r e was p l e n t y o f what was t h e r e i f t h e y wanted t o go 

back f o r seconds. 

M a r c e l l o : What s o r t o f work d e t a i l s d i d you go on here a t Tandjong 

P r i o k ? 

Rea: They were m A l n l y w o r k i n g us on t h e d o c k s — t a k i n g us t o t h e 

w a t e r f r o n t and w o r k i n g us t h e r e , 

M a r c e l l o : What k i n d o f work would you be d o i n g t h e r e a t t h e docks? 

Rea: I t was m a i n l y moving c r a t e s o f s t u f f . T don ' t know what 

t h e c o n t e n t s o f i t was, whether i t was m i l i t a r y o r what , 

b u t i t was c r a t e d s t u f f . 

Were the se work d e t a i l s v o l u n t a r y , o r were you as s igned 

t o them? 

To b e g i n w i t h t h e y were v o l u n t a r y , b u t e v e n t u a l l y t hey 

s t a r t e d coming i n s a y i n g , "We want so many men." They'd 

t a k e them o u t under a Japanese, guard o r mayble two o r t h r e e . 

M a r c e l l o : Would t h e r e u s u a l l y be an o f f i c e r who would accompany one 

o f t h e s e work d e t a i l s , t h a t i s , an American o f f i c e r ? 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 
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Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

Yes, he was I n charge o f t h e work d e t a i l . 

1 was g o i n g t o ask you what h i s f u n c t i o n wou ld be. 

W e l l , he j u s t k i n d o f was t h e , l i k e we'd say h e r e , foreman 

o f t h e w o r k i n g crew. 

I guess he was t h e go-between, was he n o t , between t h e 

Japanese and t h e e n l i s t e d pe r sonne l? 

Tha t ' s t r u e . 

Was t h e r e ever any resentment a t t h i s e a r l y t i m e about 

o f f i c e r s n o t work ing? 

There p o s s i b l y c o u l d have been some w i t h some o f t h e p e r 

s o n n e l , b u t 1 never heard any remarks about i t f r o m t h e 

ones t h a t 1 was w i t h i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t some peop le wanted t o go on t h e work de

t a i l s because t h e r e were o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o supplement .your 

d i e t . I n o t h e r words , you c o u l d s t e a l t h i n g s . 

Tha t ' s t r u e . There was one p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , t o o , I remem

b e r , w h i l e we were here a t t h i s a rea . There was a case 

o f w h i s k e y o r a l c o h o l o f some k i n d t h a t was found on t h e 

docks . And t h e r e was one o f t h e p e r s o n n e l t h a t I was w i t h 

wh.o had an A u s t r a l i a n can w h i c h had a p o r c e l a i n . . . you 

know, a l l o f our canteens were aluminum. But he'd come 

i n p o s s e s s i o n o f an A u s t r a l i a n can teen t h a t was p o r c e l a l n -

i z e d i n d i d e and o u t , and he t o o k t h i s wh i skey o r whatever 

i t was o u t o f t h e b o t t l e , poured l i t i n t o h i s canteen, and 

dropped i t down i n t h e w a t e r t h e r e on t h e w a t e r f r o n t . He 
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h i d I t t h e r e u n t i l we were g o i n g back t o camp. He go t 

back t o camp t h a t n i g h t , and he s t a r t e d t o h i t t i n g i t 

p r e t t y heavy.-

And t h e r e was one o f our men i n t h e group t h a t had 

been b o t h e r e d w i t h rheum a to id a r t h r i t i s . H i s name was 

H a r o l d S e w e l l , and he's a l s o f r o m P l a i n v i e w , Texas. And 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p e r s o n , w h i c h h i s name was S l c k e l s , be

came I n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g t h i s f e l l o w up and w a l k i n g h im 

f o r e x e r c i s e — t h a t ' d be d o i n g h i m good. A f t e r he'd come 

under t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a l c o h o l , he proceeded t o do t h a t . 

The r e s t o f us around h im dec ided t h a t he was p u t t i n g a 

l i t t l e t o o much f o r c e on h im, so we t o o k ove r f o r t h e 

young man t h a t had t h e problem. 

And 1 remember a b i g f e l l o w — h i s name was R u s s e l l — 

f r o m W i c h i t a F a l l s . A f t e r t h i s o l ' boy became so u n r u l y 

t h a t nobody c o u l d hand le h im , he j u s t backed o f f and 

j u s t caught h im one on t h e " b u t t o n " and dropped h im l i k e 

he was s h o t ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

M a r c e l l o : W^iat was t h e conduct ©f t h e Japanese l i k e on these work 

d e t a i l s ? 

Rea: I f t h e y wa lked up and asked you t o do someth ing and you 

h e s l t j ^ t e d , t h i s r i l e d them r e a l q u i c k ; i f you were h e s i t a n t 

I n d o i n g something t h a t t h e y wanted you t o do I m m e d i a t e l y , 

t h i s I r r l t A l e d them. Back t a l k . . . I f you t a l k e d back 

t o them o r I n d i c a t e d t h a t you d i d n ' t want t o do something, 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

t h i s i r r i t a t e d them. I f t h e y caught you i n s t e a l i n g 

a n y t h i n g , t h i s i r r i t a t e d them r e a l r e d . They r e a l l y would 

take^ a f t e r you t h e n . 

I l l G ± d e n t a l l y , t a l k i n g about t h i s guy b e i n g under t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f t h e a l c o h o l , he was a v e r y b o l d p e r s o n , and 

he g o t abuse t h a t no one e l s e d i d due t o t h e f a c t t h a t he 

asked f o r i t . 

What s o r t o f conduct were you expec t ed t o p e r f o r m i n t h e 

presence o f t h e Japanese, whether we're t a l k i n g about a 

common, o r d i n a r y f o o t s o l d i e r o r a Japanese o f f i c e r ? 

Anyt ime t h a t one came around, you was supposed t o bow t o 

h i m , whe ther he was a o n e - s t a r , t w o - s t a r , a c o l o n e l , o r 

wha tever . 

Was t h e bowing done i n s i d e o r o u t s i d e o r both? 

Anywhere you came i n h i s presence . When he made h i s appear

ance, t h e n you was supposed t o bow. 

Was t h i s h u m i l i a t i n g t o you and y o u r buddies? 

Yes, i t was, e s p e c i a l l y i f some o f them j u s t p r i d e d i n 

d o i n g t h a t t o you , making you do t h a t . 

D i d you e v e r have t o s a l u t e ? 

Yes, i n t h e b a r r a c k s . 

I guess i f t h e y were covered , t h a t i s , i f t h e y had a h a t 

on o r someth ing , t h e n d i d you s a l u t e ? Was t h i s t h e u s u a l 

procedure? 

Not our s a l u t e . We j u s t had t o bow t o them. 
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M a r c e l l o : I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t a l s o was n o t good sense t o t r y and 

g e t t o o c l o s e t o any o f these guards , t h a t i s , t o t r y and 

become f r i e n d s w i t h any o f them. 

Rea: W e l l , t h e r e was some t h a t d i d , b u t I s t a y e d my d i s t a n c e 

f r o m them. I f I c o u l d ge t by w i t h o u t h a v i n g a n y t h i n g t o 

do w i t h them, t h a t ' s what I d i d . I j u s t l e f t them a lone . 

M a r c e l l o : And you l e a r n e d t h i s q u i t e e a r l y ? 

Rea: Yes, But I found o u t r e a l e a r l y t h a t , i n t h e c i r cums tances 

we was under , i t l o o k e d l i k e t h e r e was no g a i n i n r e s i s t i n g 

t h e i r commands, so I went a l o n g w i t h them. 

M a r c e l l o : You ment ioned something a w h i l e ago, and 1 j u s t want t o p u r 

sue i t one s t e p f a r t h e r . I g a t h e r a l o t o f t i m e s t h e bash

i n g s o c c u r r e d because t h e p r i s o n e r s asked f o r i t . 

Rea: Tha t ' s t r u e . Yes. 

M a r c e l l o : I n o t h e r words , t h e Japanese l a i d down c e r t a i n r u l e s and 

r e g u l a t i o n s . You knew what happened i f you would break 

them. And t h e Japanese d i d n ' t b l u f f . 

Rea: No, I t h i n k t h e Japanese c o n t r o l o f t h e i r p e r s o n n e l was 

t h r o u g h : f e a r * , 

M a r c e l l o : You n o t i c e d t h a t p h y s i c a l punishment was a way o f l i f e i n 

t h e Japanese Army, t o o . 

Rea: Tha t ' s t r u e . That ' s r i g h t . So t h e y c a r r i e d t h a t t o us. 

Fear was what t h e y counted on as k e e p i n g t h i n g s under con

t r o l . I t d i d n ' t make any d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i r ranks whether 

i t was a o n e - s t a r , t w o - s t a r , o r t h r e e - s t a r , wh ich i s t h e i r 
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p r i v a t e s , you know, c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o r r a n k . A two-s tar>, 

c o u l d j u s t work t h e o t h e r one o v e r , and he j u s t had t o 

s t i f f e n up and t a k e i t . A t h r e e - s t a r can work over t h e 

t w o - s t a r . I f you g o t on up, i t d i d n ' t make any d i f f e r e n c e . 

I f he was a s t e p h i g h e r t h a n t h e o t h e r one, and i f t h e r e 

was any d i s c i p l i n e , he proceeded t o a d m i n i s t e r d i s c i p l i n e , 

and t h e y j u s t had t o s t a n d t h e r e and t a k e i t . 

M a r c e l l o : I ' v e a l s o heard i t s a i d t h a t i f t h e p r i s o n e r s observed an 

o f f i c e r c a t c h i n g h e l l f o r someth ing , by t h e t i m e t h e day 

was o v e r , i t was g o i n g t o f i l t e r a l l t h e way down t h r o u g h 

t h e ranks u n t i l i t go t t o t h e p r i s o n e r s . 

Rea: Tha t ' s r i g h t . 

M a r c e l l o : Everybody had t o save f a c e . 

Rea: That seemed t o be t h e i r t h i n k i n g — t h a t i f I c a t c h i t , some

body e l s e below me i s g o i n g t o c a t c h i t , t o o . 

M a r c e l l o : What were your b a t h i n g f a c i l i t i e s l i k e he re a t Tandjong 

P r i o k ? 

Rea; Concre te t u b w i t h w a t e r i n i t . You use your canteen cups 

t o d i p i t o u t and pour i t over you. 

M a r c e l l p ; So t h e b a t h i n g f a c i l i t i e s were q u i t e l i m i t e d ? 

Rea: Yes, v e r y l i m i t e d . 

M a r c e l l o : . Could you b a t h e , more o r l e s s , whenever you had an oppor

t u n i t y ? 

Rea: No, i t was c e r t a i n h o u r s , c e r t a i n t i m e s . 

M a r c e l l o : Row about t h e l a t r i n e f a c i l i t i e s ? What were t h e y l i k e ? 
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Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

I don ' t know whether t h a t was t h e t i m e t h a t t h e y dug h o l e s 

and p u t p i p e s I n i t t k a t you , you know, u r i n a t e i n . I t 

seemed l i k e i t was t h e r e f o r a p e r i o d o f t i m e t h a t we had 

t h a t . Then t k e r e was some o f them t h a t had s l i t t r e n c h e s 

t h a t we had t o d i g o u r s e l v e s . 

T g a t h e r t h a t t h e work r e a l l y wasn't t h a t d i f f i c u l t here 

a t Tandjong P r i o k . 

Not as much as i t e v e n t u a l l y go t t o he. 

Now you a r r i v e d a t Tandjong P r i o k on March 3 1 , 1942, and 

you l e f t t h e r e on May 14, 1942. So you weren ' t t h e r e much 

o v e r two montks . . . n o t q u i t e two months. I s t h e r e any

t h i n g e l s e f r o m your s t a y a t Tandjong P r i o k t h a t you t h i n k 

we need t o t a l k about and g e t as p a r t o f t h e r e c o r d ? We've 

t a l k e d t h e guards and t h e f o o d and y o u r q u a r t e r s and t h e 

o t h e r t y p e s o f f a c i l i t i e s t h e r e . I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g e l s e 

t h a t s t a n d s o u t i n you mind about Tandjong P r i o k ? 

Yes, t h e r e was one. i n c i d e n t . I guess i t was something t h a t 

was a p e r s o n a l t h i n g t o me. As I spoke o f e a r l i e r , about 

making t h i s march, c a r r y i n g a l l t h e s e b a r r a c k s bags and 

i t b e i n g so h o t , I deve loped a r a s h i n t h e p u b i c a rea around 

i n my body, and i t became v e r y , y e r y i r r i t a t e d . And 1 went 

t o t h e d o c t o r , and he gave me . . , 1 t h i n k i t was j u s t 

p u r e iod ihev . 

Was t h i s Dr. Lumpkin? 

Lumpkin, yes . He s a i d , " J u s t p a i n t y o u r s e l f w i t h t h a t a l l 
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o v e r . " Of c o u r s e , t h i s b r e a k i n g o u t had become v e r y t a c k y , 

s t i c k y , and mucus was r u n n i n g f r o m i t . And I remember j u s t 

p o u r i n g t h a t on me, and i t d i d b l i s t e r . I t j u s t b l i s t e r e d 

me, I t o o k a l i t t l e c l o t h t h e n and spread i t . And I f I ' v e 

ever seen a n y t h i n g t h a t was l i q u i d f i r e , t h a t was l i q u i d 

f i r e . B u t , f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s was what I needed, I guess. 

I g o t over i t t o where I c o u l d l i v e w i t h i t , b u t X came 

back w i t h some o f t h a t s t i l l on my body. 

M a r c e l l o : A t l e a s t , a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e y e t , t h e d o c t o r and t h e 

medics d i d have a t l e a s t a l i m i t e d s u p p l y o f some o f t he 

more s t a n d a r d m e d i c a t i o n s ? 

Rea: E v i d e n t l y , t h e y were a l l o w e d t o keep t h i s t o g e t h e r and maybe 

a v e h i c l e f o r i t t o be t r a n s p o r t e d i n . I'm n o t sure j u s t 

e x a c t l y how i t x w o r k e d , b u t t h e y d i d have s u p p l i e s a t t h i s 

t i m e . 

M a r c e l l o : As I p o i n t e d o u t a w h i l e ago, on May 14, 1942, you were 

moved f r o m Tandjong P r i o k t o B i c y c l e Camp. You p r o b a b l y 

w e r e n ' t t o o unhappy t o l e a v e Tandjong P r i o k , were you? 

Rea: No; we w e r e n ' t . That was a v e r y bad p l a c e — o n e o f t h e 

w o r s t p l a c e s we s t a y e d , o u t s i d e o f t h e j u n g l e , X t h i n k . 

M a r c e l l o : B i c y c l e Camp wasn't t o o f a r f r o m Tandjong P r i o k , was i t ? 

Rea: Not t o o f a r . I don ' t remember whether we were t r a n s p o r t e d 

by t r u c k o r whether we walked t h e r e . B u t , anyway, i t was 

q u i t e a change f r o m what we'd been l i v i n g under i n t h i s 

o t h e r p l a c e . 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

D e s c r i b e what B i c y c l e Camp l o o k e d l i k e f r o m a p h y s i c a l 

s t a n d p o i n t . And, a g a i n , I'm r e f e r r i n g t o t h e grounds and 

y o u r b a r r a c k s and q u a r t e r s and so on. 

W e l l , i t was s i m i l a r t o t h e a r e a t h a t we were a t when we 

f i r s t go t i n t o Java. I t was a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t . I t was 

a compound t h a t had b a r r a c k s , l o n g b a r r a c k s , a l l t h e way 

t h r o u g h . And t h e r e was a s e c t i o n t h a t d i v i d e d , say, t h e 

c e n t e r o f i t , and t h e r e was a c r o s s - h a l l w a y and a h a l l w a y 

down t h e c e n t e r . I t was a wood frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a t i l e 

r o o f on i t . The b e s t I remember, t h e r e was porches on one 

s i d e o f i t , ^ d some o f t h e men s l e p t . . . t h e i r s l e e p i n g 

q u a r t e r s was t h e r e . T h e i r bunks were t h e r e . 

Now were you i n l a r g e areas i n s i d e t h i s b a r r a c k s , o r were 

t h e r e c u b i c l e s , o r was i t s u b d i v i d e d i n any way? 

There was a r e a s . The k i t c h e n was down a t t h e n o r t h end 

o f i t . There was b a r r a c k s down i n t h e r e , warehouses n e x t 

t o i t , and s t o r a g e p l a c e s . There was an a r e a o u t i n f r o n t 

where t h e guards s t a y e d a l l t h e t i m e — a b u t l d l n g f o r t h a t . 

And t h e r e was a b a r r a c k s on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e main s t r e e t 

i n t h e r e . E v e n t u a l l y , we f i n a l l y s t a r t e d t o h a v i n g e n t e r 

t a i n m e n t a f t e r we go t t h e r e , and t h e r e was a l a r g e a rea 

w i t h a s t a g e . I don ' t know whe ther i t was t h e r e o r i g i n a l l y 

o r whe ther we c o n s t r u c t e d i t o r what . B u t , anyway, we had 

q u i t e o u t s t a n d i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t t h e r e f o r a t i m e . 

I g a t h e r t h a t t h e B r i t i s h were g r e a t a t p u t t i n g on these 
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Rea; 

M a r c e l l o 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

s t a g e shows and so on. 

Yes, t h e y wejte. They p u t i t t o g e t h e r p r e t t y good. But 

i n B i c y c l e Camp t h e r e wereh ' t any B r i t i s h w i t h us . I t was 

a l l an American group t h e r e , m o s t l y . There were some ' 

A u s t r a l i a n ; n o t many, i n t h e compound w i t h us . 

What were y o u r b a t h i n g and l a t r i n e f a c i l i t i e s l i k e here 

a t B i c y c l e Camp? 

W e l l , i t was q u i t e a change f r o m what we were accustomed 

t o where we moved f rom. I t was b e t t e r f a c i l i t i e s . . . 

where you c o u l d have a shower. The bathroom f a c i l i t i e s 

was a h o l e i n t h e f l o o r w i t h a p l a c e f o r your f e e t t o be 

on, and you'd jump up. The w a t e r was r u n n i n g t h r o u g h i t 

a l l t h e t i m e . . . w a t e r c i r c u l a t i n g a l l t h e t i m e . 

I n o t h e r words , these were t h e D u t c h - s t y l e l a t r i n e s . 

Yes. 

Could you t a k e a d a i l y shower here a t B i c y c l e Camp? 

Yes, you c o u l d t a k e a shower. 

What d i d you use f o r soap and t h i n g s o f t h a t n a t u r e ? 

W e i l l , wha tever t h e y gave us. M a i n l y , i t was a soap t h a t 

was • . , e v i d e n t l y , t h e y made i t t h e r e . I t came i n about 

a i n c h square b a r , and i t was maybe t w e l v e , f o u r t e e n i nches 

l o n g . We'd g e t so many o f t h o s e . They'd j u s t chop i t o f f 

and d i s h i t o u t t o us. 

So t h e Japanese d i d i s s u e you soap here? 

Yes. 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

When you a r r i v e d a t B i c y c l e Camp, t h e s u r v i v o r s o f f t h e 

USS Houston were a l r e a d y t h e r e , D e s c r i b e what t h e i r con

d i t i o n was l i k e and what you d i d t o h e l p them. 

They were a l r e a d y i n B i c y c l e Camp. Of c o u r s e , as they 

abandoned s h i p , t h e y d i d n ' t have any o f t h e i r s u p p l i e s 

l e f t a t a l l . They had been i s s u e d some c l o t h i n g and so 

on b y t h e Japanese. But when we came i n t h e r e , most o f 

us had r e t a i n e d a l l o f our b l a n k e t s and so on, so \<re shared 

o u r s w i t h them. Some o f them had been t h e r e f o r some t i m e , 

and t h e y d i d n ' t even have any b l a n k e t s . 

Nas t h i s g e n e r o s i t y a spontaneous t h i n g ? I n o t h e r words, 

d i d you have t o be o r d e r e d t o do i t , o r d i d you . . , 

No, we d i d i t , 

You d i d i t r i g h t away. 

We h i d i t on our own,, yes . We shared . T h i s l a where we 

k i n d o f s t a r t e d a buddy system, I t h i n k , one h e l p i n g t h e 

o t h e r . 

D e s c r i b e t b i s buddy system because I know t h a t t h i s i s g o i n g 

t o be v e r y i m p o r t a n t l a t e r on when you g e t up i n t o t h e j u n 

g l e . E x a c t l y how d i d t h i s buddy system work , and what was 

t h e v a l u e o f i t ? 

W h l l , as t h e t i m e went on, we saw t h e n e c e s s i t y o f k i n d 

o f s h a r i n g t o g e t h e r . The per son t h a t I p a r t i c u l a r l y shared 

w i t h was a young mn f r o m Chicago, I l l i n o i s j , H i s name was 

E i c h o r s t . 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

He must have been o f f t h e Houston t h e n . 

No, he was a d r a f t e e . He came t o us i n Camp Bowie. We 

k i n d o f shared t h i n g s t o g e t h e r . And 1 don ' t say i t b o a s t -

i n g l y , b u t p o s s i b l y he w o u l d n ' t have made i t t h r o u g h i f 

we hadn ' t been k i n d o f buddy ing t o g e t h e r . 

I s t h i s something w e ' l l t a l k about more when we ge t up 

i n t o t h e j u n g l e ? 

J u n g l e , yes . 

And h i s name was E i c h o r s t ? 

W i l l i a m E i c h o r s t . We c a l l e d h im " B i l l , " B i l l E i c h o r s t . 

He's a r a t h e r s m a l l man and C a t h o l i c i n b e l i e f , and he 

adhered t o t h e C a t h o l i c b e l i e f because on Sunday he f a s t e d 

u n t i l he'd been t o mass. And t h a t ' s one t h i n g t h e y d i d . 

They always went t o mass. As we go t i n t o B i c y c l e Camp, 

we s t a r t e d church s e r v i c e s o u r s e l v e s — o n t h e s l y . 

You say you s t a r t e d church s e r v i c e s "on t h e s l y . " The 

Japanese would n o t a l l o w you t o have them a t f i r s t ? 

W e l l , any t ime t h e r e was a group t o g e t h e r , t h e y had a l i t t l e 

s u s p i c i o n o f what m i g h t be g o i n g on. So t h e y k i n d o f veered 

away f r o m encourag ing t h a t , and, you know, we had t o k i n d 

o f be on t h e s e c r e t w i t h i t . There'd be s m a l l groups o f us . 

How w e l l a t t e n d e d were t h e c h u r c h s e r v i c e s ? 

Not by a l l p e r s o n n e l , b u t t h e r e was s e v e r a l o f us . 

How i m p o r t a n t was r e l i g i o n t o be as a f a c t o r i n s u r v i v a l ? 

To me i t was v e r y i m p o r t a n t because I always f e l t l i k e 
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my p r a y e r s were b e i n g answered. And t h e same t h i n g s t o o d 

t r u e w i t h my w i f e . I prayed d a i l y f o r our r e u n i o n , and 

she d i d , a l s o , 

M a r c e l l o : A t t h i s t i m e how l o n g d i d you t h i n k you were g o i n g t o be 

a p r i s o n e r - o f - w a r ? 

Rea: The e x p r e s s i o n came f r o m l o t s o f them t h a t , " I j u s t c a n ' t 

s t a y . I f i t ' s a n o t h e r two weeks, 1 c a n ' t make i t . " T h i s 

was t h e v e r y e a r l y p a r t o f i t . 1 remember t h e r e was one 

p e r s o n i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t was a l a r g e man. He weighed 230 

pounds o r i n t h a t a r e a , and he never d i d accep t t h e r i c e 

d i e t . He j u s t t h o u g h t he c o u l d n ' t s u r v i v e on t h a t . 

Arid a f t e r we g o t i n t o B i c y c l e Camp t h e r e , our food 

improved , a l s o , as w e l l as our l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . I n o t h e r 

words , t h e y had begun t o l e a r n how t o p r e p a r e r i c e , and 

i t was steamed and would be cooked t o where i t would sepa

r a t e , g r a i n f r o m g r a i n . And t h e y a l s o i s s u e d p i n t o beans, 

and t h e y cooked those i n . . . t h a t was our . . . w e l l , 

t h a t was l i k e s t r a w b e r r i e s t o us. Man, t h a t was r e a l l y 

a s u r v i v a l i t e m . And t h e f o o d was r e a l good t h e n . But 

when we had t h e even ing meal , t h a t was beans and r i c e . 

Some o f them p r o b a b l y have n o t men t ioned t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e chow hounds r e a l l y showed up t h e n ( c h u c k l e ) . 

M a r c e l l o : W e ' l l come back and t a l k about t h e f o o d i n a m i n u t e . I 

have one other quest ion w i t h regard t o the buddy system. 

How d i d you n o r m a l l y s e l e c t a buddy? 
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Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

W e l l , i t was someone t h a t we j u s t become, you know, k i n d 

o f c l o s e t o , and, r e a l l y , I guess, i t was someone we'd 

been bunked n e x t t o . 

There was one o f our cook's t h a t I spoke o f e a r l i e r 

i n t h i s i n c i d e n t where we came f r o m t o B i c y c l e Camp. T h i s 

p e r s o n had r h e u m a t o i d a r t h r i t i s . We t r i e d t o t a k e c a r e 

o f h i m , and make h im as c o m f o r t a b l e as p o s s i b l e t h e r e . T h i s 

was r e a l l y one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I was i n t e r e s t e d o r i n 

s t r u m e n t a l i n , i s g e t t i n g h im t o where he was more c o m f o r t a b l e , 

We f i n a l l y g o t a h o l d o f a sponge r u b b e r s e a t o u t o f some 

k i n d o f a t h i n g and made h im a m a t t r e s s o u t o f t h a t t o where 

he wou ld be more c o m f o r t a b l e . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , I t o o k t h e t r i m m i n g s o f i t , o r some p a r t 

o f i t , and made a p i l l o w f o r m y s e l f o u t o f i t . For a cover , 

1 t o o k b r i t c h e s l e g s , one o f our dungaree b r i t c h e s l e g s , 

and made a cover o u t o f i t , f i l l e d t h a t w i t h t h a t ch ipped 

r u b b e r , and c a r r i e d i t a l l t h e way t h r o u g h , 

I'm s u r e t h a t under Gircumstances such as you were e x p e r i 

e n c i n g , you d i d have t o r e s o r t t o i n g e n u i t y and "inake-do," 

so t o speak. 

Yes.- A c t u a l l y , a t t h i s t i m e i s when we b e g i n t o r e a l i z e 

t h a t i t was g o i n g t o have t o be an i n d i v i d u a l s u r v i v a l o r 

you and y o u r buddy s u r v i v e . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , are you and EiGhorst very close today? 

Not r e a l c l o s e . We corresponded f o r many y e a r s , and I 
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M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

v i s i t e d i n h i s home i n 1953 when I went t o t h e L i o n ' s 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convent ion i n Chicago* And t h e n we met 

i n A m a r i l l o i n 1975. That ' s t h e o n l y two /times we've 

been t o g e t h e r s i n c e t h e n . He's been t o t h e " L o s t Bat 

t a l i o n " r e u n i o n , I t h i n k , once. I n c i d e n t a l l y , i n t h e 

l a s t r e c e n t correspondence I had f r o m C r a y t o n Gordon, 

one o f t h e men f r o m Chicago i s one o f t h e two t h a t hhs 

n o t been l o c a t e d so f a r — F r a n k Gnat. He and E i c h o r s t 

and m y s e l f and a f e l l o w by t h e name o f Guzzy was k i n d 

o f a q u a r t e t t o g e t h e r - i n our s h a r i n g . 

A w h i l e ago you were t a l k i n g about t h e f o o d , so l e t ' s 

pursue t h i s m a t t e r a l i t t l e b i t f a r t h e r . You mentioned 

t h a t t h e f o o d here a t B i c y c l e Camp was b e t t e r and t h a t 

you were g e t t i n g e s s e n t i a l l y a b e t t e r q u a l i t y r i c e and 

b e t t e r r - p r e p a r e d r i c e , and you were> a l s o g e t t i n g these 

p i n t o beans. How about v e g e t a b l e s o r meat o r a n y t h i n g 

l i k e t h a t ? 

We had some o f i t b u t n o t r e g u l a r l y , 

I do know t h a t he re a t B i c y e l e Camp, company funds were 

used t o purchase f o o d on t h e o u t s i d e . What do you know 

about t h e use o f those company funds i n t h e purchase o f 

food? 

E v i d e n t l y , t h i s came f r o m some o f t h e o f f i c e r s themselves . 

The p e r s o n n e l as a group , I don ' t t h i n k , had t h a t knowledge. 

I know t h a t I as an i n d i v i d u a l d i d n ' t . But p o s s i b l y t he 
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q u a r t e r m a s t e r , o f f i c e r s , and so on had t h i s knowledge. 

So you a r e n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e use o f t h a t company money 

t o purchase f o o d on t h e o u t s i d e f o r t h e g e n e r a l use o f t h e 

p r i s o n e r s ? 

W e l l , as an i n d i v i d u a l , I never went i n t h e p a r t i e s t h a t 

went o u t f o r t h e purchase o f f o o d . But t h i s d i d happen; 

i t was b r o u g h t I n . 

I u n d e r s t a n d what would happen a l o t o f t i m e s i s t h a t i f 

a man were g o i n g o u t on a work d e t a i l , he wou ld be g i v e n 

some o f t h e s e company funds t o purchase t h i n g s on t h e o u t -

S ide w h i l e he was on t h e work d e t a i l . T h i s o c c u r r e d on 

o c c a s i o n s . I g a t h e r f r o m what you s a i d t h a t you never 

had r e c e i v e d any o f t h i s company money t o purchase goods 

on t h e o u t s i d e . 

Tha t ' s t r u e w i t h me. I was n o t g i v e n money t o purchase 

f o o d . 

From t i m e t o t i m e , I a l s o know t h a t t h e r e were rumors t h a t 

t h e o f f i c e r s seemed t o be l i v i n g b e t t e r t h a n t h e e n l i s t e d 

men, t h a t i s , t h a t t h e o f f i c e r s were u s i n g some o f t h i s 

money s t r i c t l y f o r t h e i r own p e r s o n a l b e n e f i t and n o t f o r 

t h e b e n e f i t o f everybody i n t h e company. Had you ever 

h e a r d rumors o f t h a t n a t u r e ? 

W e l l , t h o s e a re rumors I ' d h e a r d , b u t I had no knowledge 

o f i t as b e i n g f a c t , 

Was i t p o s s i b l e t o ge t seconds on f o o d here a t B i c y c l e Camp 
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-Rea; 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Yes. T h i s was one o f t h e maneuvers o f t h e men f a s t on 

f o o t , Xf he c o u l d ge t I n t h e f r o n t o f t h e l i n e and be 

se rved f i r s t , he'd e a t h i s w h i l e t h e o t h e r s were g o i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e l i n e , and t h e n he'd l i n e up t h e second t i m e . 

We had one man f r o m W i c h i t a F a l l s we c a l l e d t h e "chow 

hound." H i s name was M c E l r e a t h . M c E l r e a t h hung h i s 

can teen on t h e f ence by t h e e n t r a n c e i n t o t h e area where 

we went t o e a t , and as soon as we'd come i n f r o m tbe!wor;king 

p a r t y — h e d i d n ' t t a k e a b a t h o r a n y t h i n g — h e s t o o d i n l i n e 

u n t i l i t was t i m e t o e a t , and he was t h e f i r s t one i n l i n e . 

Tha t ' s where he g o t h i s name "chow hound." 

N o r m a l l y , when you went t h r o u g h t h e ohow l i n e , how much 

f o o d would you get? 

Those o f us t h a t had mess k i t s , t h e y ' d f i l l i t f u l l o f r i c e -

and t h e n pour p r o b a b l y a c u p f u l o f p i n t o beanS on t op o f i t . 

When you say t h e y would f i l l t h e Mess k i t f u l l o f r i c e , 

a r e you r e f e r r i n g t o t h e f r y i n g pan p a r t o f t h e mess k i t ? 

R i g h t . 

And t h e y wou ld k i n d o f l e v e l i t t o t h e t o p o f t h e f r y i n g pan? 

W e l l , t h e y had l a d l e s and measurements and so on. I t was 

p r e t t y w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d o u t t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l each t i m e . 

E v e r y t h i n g was about t h e same. 

And I'm s u r e t h a t everybody was w a t c h i n g those s e r v i n g s 

l i k e a hawk t o make sure t h a t nobody g o t more t h a n some

body e l s e . 
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W e l l , t h a t ' s t r u e . You r e a l l y go t g r o w l e d a t i f anybody 

c h i s e l e d i n l i n e , t o o , go t i n l i n e i n f r o n t o f somebody. 

And I guess t h e r e were p r o b a b l y more f i g h t s over f ood t h a n 

any o t h e r s i n g l e t h i n g i n t h e camp. 

That ' s p r o b a b l y t r u e . 

There 's a n o t h e r p rocedure t h a t k i n d o f i n t e r e s t s me about 

t h e chow l i n e , t o o . I s i t n o t t r u e t h a t when you went 

t h r o u g h , you had t o d i p your mess gear i n b o i l i n g wa ter 

b e f o r e you even p i c k e d up y o u r chow? 

T h i s was p r o v i d e d by t h e k i t c h e n crew. They had b o i l i n g 

w a t e r t h e r e t h a t you d ipped your . . . s t e r i l i z e d a l l your 

e a t i n g equipment i n . 

So a l r e a d y you were l e a r n i n g t h a t s a n i t a t i o n . . . 

, . . was v e r y i m p o r t a n t . 

D e s c r i b e what t h e work d e t a i l s were l i k e here a t B i c y c l e 

Camp. 

We were w o r k i n g i n V . . w e l l , i t was a c t u a l l y m i l i t a r y 

o b j e c t i v e s , We were moving o i l drums f r o m p l a c e t o p l a c e . 

I remember one p a r t i c u l a r t i m e t h a t we were moving a u t o 

mobile, t i l d e s , t i r e s o f v a r i o u s t y p e s , f r o m one area t o t b e 

o t h e r . 

So t h e Japanese seemed t o be l o o t i n g t h e i s l a n d , i n o t h e r 

w o r d s - - s h i p p i n g t h i n g s back t o Japan, p r o b a b l y . 

I don ' t know where t h e y was t a k i n g them, b u t t h e y was 

moving s t u f f around r i g h t smar t , Thisi i s t h e f i r s t ex-
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per ience; t h a t 1 had, seen o f t h e punishment o f t h e Dutch 

women i n w o r k i n g p a r t i e s l i k e t h i s , 

M a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e t h i s d e t a i l , 

Rea: W e l l , one t i m e i n p a r t i c u l a r , a crew o f us was moving some 

t i r e s f r o m p l a c e t o p l a c e , and we went by a compound where 

e v i d e n t l y t h e y had t a k e n t h e Dutch s o l d i e r s . And t h e i r 

w i v e s wou ld come t h e r e i n hopes t o v i s i t w i t h them i n t h i s 

a r e a . B u t ; anyway, t h e r e was l o t s o f Dutch women and t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n on t h e s t r e e t s . And i t seemed as though t h e Japa

nese p e r s o n n e l t h a t were i n charge o f t h e w o r k i n g p a r t i e s 

t o o k p r i d e i n h a r a s s i n g t h e women t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t . I f 

t h e y d i d a n y t h i n g a t a l l t o cause them t o s t o p and have 

any r i g h t t o harass them o r p u n i s h them i n any way, why, 

i t wou ld seem l i k e i t made them s t a n d t a l l i n t h e i r judgment . 

But t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , t h e r e were s e v e r a l women 

t h a t was a t t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f where we c r o s s e d , and i t 

seemed l i k e one o f them was on a b i c y c l e , and she d i d n ' t 

h e s i t a t e f o r t h e t r u c k t o pass o r some th ing , and they 

proceeded t o g i v e he r a w o r k i n g - o v e r and stomped on t h e 

b i c y c l e . The d r i v e r o f t h e t r u c k f i r s t s t a r t e d s l a p p i n g 

h e r , and t h e n t h e guard s t a r t e d s l a p p i n g h e r , I b e l i i e v e 

t h e r e was one i n t h e back o f t h e t r u c k , and he go t down, 

and t h e y wanted h im t o t a k e a t u r n a t h e r . 

Of c o u r s e , t h i s e x c i t e d t h e woman, and she was j u s t 

l i k e anybody e l s e under e x c i t e m e n t — s h e c o u l d n ' t c o n t r o l 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ! 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o 1 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o 

Rea: 

u r i n a t i o n — a n d she j u s t u r i n a t e d a l l over h e r s e l f , wh ich 

was a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t h i n g f o r us t o see happen. Of course , 

we knew t h a t i t was v e r y f a t a l f o r us t o s t e p i n . But 

t h i s happened s e v e r a l t i m e s . 

So you had a r e a l f e e l i n g o f h e l p l e s s n e s s and maybe even 

a sense o f h u m i l i a t i o n , even though t h i s i s n ' t happening 

t o you. 

R i g h t . You j u s t wanted t o r e a l l y g e t o u t and t e a r t h i n g s 

up, b u t you s a i d , " W e l l , t h e r e ' s no chance o f you g a i n i n g 

a n y t h i n g f r o m i t , even though you'd l i k e t o h e l p t h e l a d y , " 

How h a r d o r d i f f i c u l t were those work d e t a i l s here a t B i 

c y c l e Camp? D i d t h e y work you p r e t t y hard? 

Not r e a l l y . There wasn't any q u o t a o f p r o d u c t i o n per day 

p u t on us a t t h a t t i m e . 

I guess i t would depend upon t h e work d e t a i l , t o o , would 

i t n o t ? 

Yes, and p o s s i b l y t h e person i n charge o f i t . 

I u n d e r s t a n d i f you were l i f t i n g around thoae sacks o f 

r i c e , t h a t c o u l d be r a t h e r t a x i n g work f r o m a p h y s i c a l 

s t a n d p o i n t ? 

Yes, some o f t he se were ZOOr-pound sacks , and t o have one 

o f t h o s e dropped on your s h o u l d e r s and have t o w a l k v e r y 

f a r w i t h i t i s p r e t t y t a x i n g . 

Would you go o u t on t h e work d e t a i l e v e r y day? 

Not e v e r y day. They k i n d o f spread i t around. There was 
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so many each day, 

M a r c e l l o : What wou ld you do ±n your spare t i m e , t h a t i s , when you 

weren ' t o u t on a work d e t a i l ? 

Rea: A l o t o f my t i m e was p u t i n c u t t i n g h a i r . We s t a r t e d 

d o i n g t h a t t h e r e i n B i c y c l e Camp. I n c i d e n t a l l y , I have 

i n my p o s s e s s i o n t o d a y — n o t w i t h me t o d a y , b u t i n my keep

s a k e s — a l i s t o f a l l p e r s o n n e l t h a t I had g i v e n h a i r c u t s . 

The agreement was t h a t t h e y was t o pay me 25d i n American 

money when we came back t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , and f o r many 

y e a r s , a t t h e " L o s t B a t t a l i o n " r e u n i o n , I was s t i l l c o l l e c 

t i n g f o r h a i r c u t s ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

M a r c e l l o : I n o t h e r words , e v e r y t i m e somebody r e c e i v e d a h a i r c u t , you 

k e p t a r e c o r d o f i t . 

Rea: Yes, I made a mark i n t h e l i s t i n g , and T have t h a t l i s t i n g 

s t i l l i n my keepsakes. 

M a r c e l l o : Where d i d you ge t your s c i s s o r s and y o u r r a z o r and t h i n g s 

o f t h a t n a t u r e ? Were these y o u r p e r s o n a l possess ions? 

Rea: I bought some o f them, you know, o u t s i d e . And t h e Japanese 

were i n s i s t e n t t h a t we do keep our h a i r c l i p p e d a f t e r so 

l o n g a t i m e . For a p e r i o d o f t i m e we c o u l d c u t i t , you 

know, G l - s t y l e i f you so choose. L a t e r on, t h e y wanted 

us t o c l i p our heads. You would c l i p them, bh , n o t more 

t h a n once a month. They'd t e l l you when t o g e t a h a i r c u t . 

M a r c e l l o : And i t was your j o b t o g i v e t h e h a i r c u t s a t t h a t s tage? 

^^^' Yes, P a r t o f t h e t i m e , I was d o i n g t h i s b a r b e r work o n l y . I 
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e v e n t u a l l y was as s igned t o t h a t . 

But you spoke o f pas t im e s . Ano ther t h i n g 1 d i d , . . 

I spoke o f h a v i n g hobb ies and t h i n g s t h a t 1 d i d . A f t e r 

we g o t t o B i c y c l e Camp i n B a t a v i a , t h e y t o o k a l l o f our 

h e l m e t s away f r o m us and j u s t d i s c a r d e d them. W e l l , t h e 

i n s i d e o f t h e o l d . . .we d i d n ^ t have t h e World War I I 

h e l m e t s a t t h a t t i m e . The i n s i d e o f t h e o l d American 

Wor ld War I he lmet was l i n e d w i t h l e a t h e r — t h e headpiece 

o f i t . I t o o k t h e l e a t h e r o u t o f s e v e r a l o f those as t h e y 

g a t h e r e d them up and d i s c a r d e d them, and 1 s t r i p p e d t h a t 

i n t o l e a t h e r s t r i n g w i t h a p o c k e t k n i f e — j u s t c u t i t i n [. 

l i t t l e s t r i p s , I r o u n d - p l a i t e d s e v e r a l s t r a n d s o f i t , 

f o u r - s t r a n d r o u n d - p l a i t , . t h e n t o o k a n o t h e r one and l a c e d 

i t t o g e t h e r and made a b e l t o u t o f i t - - l e a t h e r b e l t . 

T h i s i s when 1 l o s t t h e l i d t o my mess k i t . I t o o k 

t h e l i d t o t h e mess k i t and c u t i t o u t w i t h a p o c k e t k n i f e 

and t h e v a r i o u s t h i n g s t h a t we had t o do w i t h and made t h e 

b e l t b u c k l e - - t h e frame o f i t — o u t o f t h a t and covered i t 

w i t h l e a t h e r . Then i f o u n d — 1 don ' t know whether i t was 

s i l v e r o r what , b u t , anyway, i t Icboked l i k e s i l v e r — s i l v e r 

spoon h a n d l e and made t h e p r o n g ( t o n g u e ) f o r t h e b u c k l e 

o u t o f t h a t . And t h i s i s one o f t h e d i s p l a y s o f t h e c r a f t s 

t h a t v a r i o u s ones had made w h i l e we was t h e r e . Of course , 

we l o s t them a f t e r we went t o t h e j u n g l e and l e f t them. 

But some o f them hhd made r e p l i c a s o f s h i p s and t h i s and t h a t . 
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M a r c e l l o : You ment ioned t h e d i s p l a y s o f t h e c r a f t s . I ' v e heard he-

f o r e t h a t p e r i o d i c a l l y t h e r e wou ld be k i n d o f l i k e an o r 

g a n i z e d d i s p l a y where t h e p r i s o n e r s wou ld share whlat t hey 

had made and so on, 

Rea: Put them t o g e t h e r , yes . They had t h a t t h e r e i n B i c y c l e Camp. 

M a r c e l l o : D u r i n g y o u r non-work ing h o u r s , what was t h e t h o u g h t t h a t 

was most c o n s t a n t l y on your mind? 

Rea: When i s t h i s g o i n g t o be over ( l a u g h t e r ) ? That was t h e 

main t h i n g , T t h i n k , i n a l l o f our minds , t h a t maybe t o 

morrow w i l l t e l l us a new s t o r y . 

M a r c e l l o : So by t h i s t i m e , a re you l i v i n g f r o m day t o day t h e n — e v e n 

as e a r l y as B i c y c l e Camp? 

Rea: So t o speak, we were, I t h i n k , i n a sense, t h i n k i n g t o 

morrow would change i t . 

I ^ l a r c e l l o : How much o f a t o p i c i s food? 

Rea: A t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , we weren ' t concerned too much 

about f o o d . We were b e i n g f e d w e l l and were s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h our d i e t . 

M a r c e l l o : Were you g e n e r a l l y h o l d i n g your w e i g h t ? 

Rea: Most o f us was h o l d i n g our w e i g h t p r e t t y good. There's 

one i n d i v i d u a l I spoke o f e a r l i e r t h a t j u s t c o u l d n ' t ac

c e p t t h i s d i e t . I t h i n k , t o my knowledge, he's t h e f i r s t 

man o f t h e whole b a t t a l i o n t h a t d i e d . But he l o s t f r om 

b e i n g 230 pounds down t o j u s t n o t h i n g , e v e n t u a l l y . Wel l , 

he was s t i l l a l i v e when we were moved f r o m B i c y e l e Camp 
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and when we went t o t h e j u n g l e , b u t I u n d e r s t a n d he d i e d 

s h o r t l y a f t e r t h a t . 

What was your w e i g h t when you went i n t o t h e s e r v i c e ? 

About 165 pounds. 

I want t o keep t h a t i n mind because l a t e r on I ' l l ask you 

what perhaps your l o w e s t w e i g h t was a f t e r you were up i n 

t h e j u n g l e s and so on. I n y o u r spare t i m e , d i d you f i n d 

i t v e r y h e l p f u l t o t h i n k v e r y much about home, t h a t i s , 

i n terms o f y o u r w i f e ? Or was t h i s a t o p i c t h a t was b e s t 

n o t t o d w e l l on t o o much? I'm sure you c o u l d n ' t h e l p b u t 

t h i n k about i t . 

W e l l , o f c o u r s e , 1 d w e l l e d on i t some, b u t 1 t h o u g h t , " W e l l , 

someday t h i s i s g o i n g t o deve lop t h a t I w i l l be back w i t h 

h e r , " T h i s was t h e hope t h a t I had and, 1 t h i n k , something 

t h a t I hung on to a l l t h e t i m e . I t h e l p e d me. 

t guess, i n a sense, though , you had t o p u t f i r s t t h i n g s 

f i r s t . F i r s t , you've go t t o g e t o u t o f h e r e , and i n o r d e r 

t o g e t o u t o f h e r e , you've g o t t o g e t enough t o e a t . Maybe 

t h o s e were immediate needs t h a t you had t o t h i n k o f f i r s t . 

They were a means to an end, t h e end b e i n g t o ge t back home. 

R i g h t . W e l l , my t h o u g h t was t h a t 1 had something t o l i v e 

f o r , I had a w i f e back home. 

T a l k a l i t t l e about t h e Japanese guards i n t h i s camp. And 

we. are s t i l l t a l k i n g about Japanese guards, are we not? 

AC t h i s p e r i o d , yes , I remember one i n p a r t i c u l a r . We had 
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a nickname f o r him. He was t h e "Brown Bomber." He seemed 

t o p r i d e h i m s e l f i n coming i n and making everybody l i n e 

up and bowing t o him. And i f anybody meddled i n t o where 

he had a chance o r had t h e r i g h t t o bash you around , he 

l i k e d t o do t h a t . He t o o k p r i d e i n I t , i t seemed l i k e . 

I remember one t i m e i n p a r t i c u l a r . As I spoke o f e a r 

l i e r , t h e s e b a r r a c k s were open . . . w e l l , t h e ends o f 

them weren ' t open, b u t i n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e c o r r i d o r t h e r e 

was a c r o s s - s e c t i o n i n i t . W e l l , he came t h r o u g h t h e b a r 

r a c k s t h a t I was i n and was down i n one o f t h e ends t o where 

t h e open ing was e n c l o s e d . And he was caught down t h e r e . 

He had t o come back up t h e a i s l e w a y t o g e t o u t . And t h e 

l i g h t s went o u t — e l e c t r i c i t y f a i l u r e o f some k i n d . Of 

c o u r s e , when t h a t happened, everybody s t a r t e d h o l l e r i n g 

about t h e l i g h t s o r something o r o t h e r . Him n o t b e i n g 

a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e language , I guess, o r something 

o r o t h e r , i t e x c i t e d h im so u n t i l he j u s t a lmos t r u n 

over e v e r y t h i n g g e t t i n g o u t o f t h e r e because he had a f e a r 

o f what m i g h t happen t o h i m i n t h e d a r k , e v i d e n t l y . But 

we a l l g o t a k i c k o f h im s c r a m b l i n g o u t o f t h e r e l i k e he d i d . 

But a n o t h e r t i m e , I remember, I was. on a wood d e t a i l . 

We was c a r r y i n g wood i n t o t h e compound o r u s i n g i t f o r t h e 

h e a t i n g o f w a t e r t o make t h e steam t o cook by. And he 

was on work d e t a i l . Something happened w i t h one o f the 

boys, and he s t a r t e d w o r k i n g h im over p r e t t y good. He 
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backed up n e x t t o t h e f e n c e , and t h e y had barbed w i r e , 

you know, and i t ' d come o u t ove r i t . I n some way o r a n o t h e r , 

i n s t r i k i n g t h i s , he h i t h i s hand and s t u c k i t on t h e barb 

o f t h a t w i r e . He c o n t i n u e d t o s l a p t h i s guy around w i t h 

h i s hand b l e e d i n g u n t i l he had b l o o d a l l over t h i s man's 

f a c e . T h i s man s t i l l l i v e s i n E l Paso, Texas. Hubert 

G r i f f i t h was h i s name. We t h o u g h t he had a lmos t j u s t r e a l l y 

worked h i m over and c u t h im r e a l bad, you know, w i t h a l l 

t h e b l o o d on him. But h i s b l o o d was on G r i f f i t h ' s f a c e , 

and Huber t d i d n ' t g e t a s c r a t c h h i m s e l f ( c h u c k l e ) . But 

he l o o k e d t e r r i b l e . But t h a t i s t h e f i r s t l o s s o f b l o o d 

we saw f r o m t h e Japanese and, I guess, t h e most, because 

he had b l o o d everywhere. 

Are t h e s e guards t h e same ones t h a t you had had a t Tandjong 

P r t o k , o r were the se new ones here a t B i c y c l e Camp? 

The b e s t 1 remember, t h i s one i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e "Brown 

Bomber," was even on our move i n t o Tandjong P r i o k . He 

was a guard a l o n g w i t h us on t h a t , and I t h i n k t h i s i s where 

we became f a m i l i a r w i t h h i s t a c t i c s by h i s p u s h i n g us around 

a l i t t l e b i t . 

A g a i n , a r e you f i n d i n g i t b e s t t o s t a y away f r o m t h e guards? 

I n d i v i d u a l l y , y e s . 

Do you ever s t r i k e up any c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h them? Are 

t h e r e any f r i e n d l y ones? 

O c c a s i o n a l l y , yes . L a t e r on, we'd s t r i k e up a c o n v e r s a t i o n 
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w i t h them. 

What do you know about any s e c r e t r a d i o s o r news f r o m t b e 

o u t s i d e w o r l d ? 

W e l l , i n B i c y c l e Camp we had one man t h a t was a r a d i o t e c h 

n i c i a n . 

Was t h i s Jess Stanbrough? 

Yes, s i r . I t h i n k he b r o u g h t i n p a r t s and assembled a 

r a d i o t o where we were g e t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n i n . But i t was 

o n l y b e i n g g i v e n t o c e r t a i n p e r s o n n e l . I n o t h e r words, 

he was v e r y s e c r e t i v e . 

I guess t h e fewer peop le t h a t knew about t h a t r a d i o o r t h e 

l o c a t i o n o f t h e p a r t s , t h e b e t t e r i t was. 

Tha t ' s t r u e . I l e a r n e d p a r t o f t h i s a f t e r we were l i b e r a t e d ' 

t h a t t h i s went on. That ' s how c l o s e i t was guarded. I n 

o t h e r words , i n o r d e r t o do i t , he wou ld assemble i t , p u t 

i t t o g e t h e r , and t h e n he-. . . I don ' t know j u s t e xac t l y c 

how he d i d hand le i t , b u t , anyway, he k e p t up w i t h t h e i n 

f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e o u t s i d e . 

What do you know about a L i e u t e n a n t S tens land? 

W e l l , he was one o f t h e p e r s o n n e l o f t h e 2 6 t h Br igade t h a t 

was w i t h u s , and we c a l l e d h i M . . . we nicknamed h im, t o o — 

" B u l l d o g " S t e n s l a n d . He was about t h e s t r o n g e s t o f f i c e r 

t o s t a n d up a g a i n s t t h e Japanese o f any o f f i c e r s we had. 

He s t o o d out . Maybe i t was because he was out w i t h the 

w o r k i n g group more t h a n some o f t h e o t h e r s were. But he 
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was a v e r y r o u g h - t a l k i n g guy, and he'd t a l k back t o them, 

even though he go t i n t r o u b l e sometimes. But he'd s t a n d 

up f o r what he t h o u g h t , and he t r i e d t o p r o t e c t us a g a i n s t 

abuse f r o m them as much as he c o u l d . 

What s o r t o f r e c r e a t i o n d i d you p a r t i c i p a t e i n here a t 

B i c y c l e Camp? Now you men t ion t h e c r a f t s and t h i n g s o f 

t h a t n a t u r e . What were t h e r e i n terms o f s p o r t s and . . . 

w e l l , you a l s o ment ioned t h e s tage shows. 

Yes, we had s t a g e shows, and a l s o we had v o l l e y b a l l teams. 

There was some r e a l c o m p e t i t i o n between t h e A u s t r a l i a n s 

and t h e Americans i n v o l l e y b a l l . I p l a y e d some on i t , n o t 

a whole l o t , b u t I was on t h e team some. 

You ment ioned t h e A u s t r a l i a n s . What s o r t o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

began t o deve lop between t h e Americans and t h e A u s t r a l i a n s ? 

R e a l l y , t h e c loseness w i t h t h e A u s t r a l i a n s was more p r e 

v a l e n t t h a n i t was w i t h t h e E n g l i s h , I t h i n k . 

Why was t h a t ? 

W e l l , I d o n ' t know whether i t was t h e age f a c t o r i n i t . 

I t seemed l i k e t h e A u s t r a l i a n s were more our age, and t h e 

E n g l i s h were o l d e r . T h i s m i g h t have had something t o do 

w i t h i t . Then t h e r e was p o s s i b l y a p e r s o n a l i t y c l a s h be

tween t h e E n g l i s h and Americans some way, t o some e x t e n t , 

1 know t h a t l a t e r on when we g e t up i n t o S ingapore and 

Changi , t h e r e were some r e a l a n i m o s i t i e s t h a t developed 

between t h e E n g l i s h and t h e Americans. But w e ' l l , o f 
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c o u r s e , t a l k about t h a t i n a moment. 

On J u l y 4, 1942, t h e Japanese t r i e d t o f o r c e everybody 

t o s i g n a non-escape p l e d g e . What do you know about t h a t ? 

W e l l , t h e r e was l o t s more c o n t r o v e r s y as t o whether we 

wou ld o r we would n o t do i t . The b e s t T remember a t t h e 

t i m e , t h e r e was some o f them t h a t s a i d t h e y would n o t do 

I t . Those t h a t r e f u s e d , t h e y moved them i n t o an a r e a , and 

t h e y proceeded t o a d m i n i s t e r punishment and so on-—make 

them g e t down on t h e i r knees and s i t on t h e i r t o e s . Then 

t h e y ' d g e t on t h e i r h e e l and p r e s s down, you see, i n o r d e r 

t o t r y t o . . . t h i s was, I t h i n k , a s c a r e t a c t i c more t o 

f o r c e you t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e . But i n t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h 

our o f f i c e r s and i n d i s c u s s i o n w i t h one a n o t h e r and t h i s , 

t h e r e was some o f them t h a t s t i l l r e f u s e d . But my p e r s o n a l 

a t t i t u d e was, r e g a r d l e s s o f whe ther I s i g n e d t h a t o r whether 

I d i d n ' t , i f an o p p o r t u n i t y p r e s e n t e d i t s e l f t h a t m igh t 

g i v e me a f i f t y - f i f t y chance o r g r e a t e r , I wou ld s t i l l t a k e 

t h a t chance. 

D i d t h e Japanese a c t u a l l y have t o w o r r y about peop le escaping? 

Not i n r e a l i t y because t h e r e wasn't anyp lace t o go. 

Whs t h e r e a l o t o f s o - c a l l e d "cheap t a l k , " however, about 

escape i n your b u l l s e s s i o n s , o r wasn't t h a t something t h a t 

was ment ioned v e r y much? 

We p r o b a b l y t a l k e d about I t , but when you t h i n k about l eav ing 

an i s l a n d t h a t ' s surrounded by w a t e r , what a r e you g o i n g 
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t o do when you g e t t o t h e coas t? Tha t ' s what t h e y en

c o u n t e r e d when t h e y l e f t - — t h e r e wasn't a n y p l a c e . Unless 

t h e r e was some pre-arrangements made and something t o be 

t h e r e w a t t i n g f o r you, t'here was no advantage t o i t . 

What t h r e a t s d i d t h e Japanese make i n t h e even t t h a t a 

p r i s o n e r d i d escape and was caught? 

They s a i d t h a t t h e y would behead them. 

D i d you have any reason t o doubt them? 

A t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , i n B i c y c l e Camp, we m i g h t have 

had a reason t o doubt a c t u a l l y how c r u e l t h e y c o u l d be. 

But l a t e r on , we had no doubt t h a t i f t h e y t h r e a t e n e d you , 

made e t h r e a t , t h a t t h e r e was a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e y ' d 

d e f i n i t e l y c a r r y i t t h r o u g h . 

A t t h i s s t a g e t h e Japanese, o f c o u r s e , a r e s t i l l w i n n i n g 

t h e war, and t h e y ' r e r e a l l y under no p r e s s u r e . I guess 

a t B i c y c l e Camp t h e y ' r e s t i l l t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t what 

t o do w i t h you. 

I t h i n k t h i s i s t r u e because t h e y were maybe a l i t t l e b i t 

con fused about what t h e y found t h e r e i n t h e number o f p e r 

s o n n e l and maybe j u s t a l i t t l e b i t a g i t a t e d a t us t h a t t hey 

were sucfcered i n . Now I ' v e always f e l t — a n d I s t i l l f e e l 

t o d a y — ^ t h a t our g o i n g t o Java was s i m i l a r t o a decoy sen t 

t h e r e t o g e t t h e p e r s o n n e l o f t h e Japanese f l e e t t o come 

i n t h e r e , But a f t e r t h e y came i n and found t h a t t h e r e wasn't 

anymore p e r s o n n e l t h a n t h e r e was t h e r e , t h e y was j u s t a 
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l i t t l e b i t , I t h i n k , a g i t a t e d f r o m t h a t f a c t . They were 

m i s l e a d , 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , had t h e Japanese ever processed you i n any 

way? I n o t h e r words , d i d t h e y come i n and g e t your names 

and r a n k s and s e r i a l numbers o r any o t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n and 

so on, and i n t u r n d i d t h e y i s s u e you some POW' number f o r 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ? 

Yes, t h e y came i n and asked q u e s t i o n s as t o what our c r a f t s 

were , our a b i l i t i e s as t o whe ther we had any s p e c i a l i s t 

work , o r what t y p e o f o c c u p a t i o n we were b e f o r e we were 

i n t h e s e r v i c e , 1 t h i n k t h i s i s p o s s i b l y where t h e y sepa

r a t e d some o f them t o send them t o Japan t o do p a r t i c u l a r 

t h i n g s r a t h e r t h a n l e a v i n g them w i t h t h e group. I know 

t h e r e was some o f them t h a t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y had s p e c i a l 

i s t t r a i n i n g , and t h e y were sh ipped t o Japan—some as 

w e l d e r s , some as mechanics, some as e l e c t r i c i a n s . Now 

we was s p e a k i n g o f Stanbrough a w h i l e ago. They knew t h a t 

he was an e l e c t r i c i a n , o r t h e y found t h a t he was an e l e c 

t r i c i a n , o r he i n d i c a t e d t h a t he was, and I'm n o t sure 

where t h e y t o o k him, But he wasn' t i n t h e j u n g l e w i t h u s — 

I know t h a t . And we were i s s u e d numbers a t t h a t t i m e , t o o . 

Were you i s s u e d numbers on some s o r t o f a name t a g o r some

t h i n g o f t h a t n a t u r e ? 

I remember t h e one t h a t I had was made on a p i e c e o f wood, 

k i n d o f c u t on a p i e c e o f wood w i t h a l e a t h e r s t r i n g i n 
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i t t h a t you wore. 

I n o t h e r words, t h e number was more o r l e s s stamped i n t o 

t h a t p i e c e o f wood. 

R i g h t . E v i d e n t l y , t h e y r e c o r d e d y o u r name, r a n k , and s e r i a l 

number--Army-wise. That was p a r t o f our r e c o r d . 

Now i n October o f 1942, t h e Japanese b e g i n moving people 

o u t o f B i c y c l e Camp. I n t h e meantime, i s t h e r e a n y t h i n g 

e l s e abou t B i c y c l e Camp t h a t we need t o d i s c u s s and ge t 

as p a r t o f t h e r e c o r d ? 

N o t h i n g more t h a n p o s s i b l y g o i n g i n t o t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

t h a t we were p r i v i l e g e d t o have and w6rk w i t h . There was 

some t h a t had s p e c i a l t r a i n i n g such as 1 spoke o f . Our 

b a t t e r y c l e r k was a p i a n o p l a y e r . H i s name's coming t o 

me . . . h i s name was Arms t rong . He p l a y e d t h e p i a n o . 

There were some o t h e r s t h a t . . . one i n p a r t i c u l a r was 

good w i t h m u s i c a l a r r a n g i n g . H i s name was Cole f rom 

A m a r i l l o , He p l a y e d s e v e r a l I n s t r u m e n t s , and he was our 

b u g l e r . Of c o u r s e , he was good w i t h a l l w ind i n s t r u m e n t s . 

And t h e y o r g a n i z e d a band, and I t h i n k i t was Wednes

day and F r i d a y n i g h t s t h a t we were e n t e r t a i n e d . Some o f 

them had v o c a l groups , and t h e r e were j u s t a l l k i n d s o f 

t h i n g s t h a t we c o u l d do o u r s e l v e s t o e n t e r t a i n . The 

Japanese guards , themse lves , t h e y e n j o y e d coming i n and 

l i s t e n i n g t o us. 

Ware t h e s e c o n c d r t s and so on w e l l r - a t t e n d e d by t h e p r i s o n e r s ? 



80 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l p ; 

Rea: 

Very w e l l - t r a i n e d . The f a c t o f t h e b u s i n e s s i s t h a t we 

was a l l t h e r e , I ' d say, i n t h e compound. Everybody was 

t h e r e . 

There was one t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t I had come i n 

p o s s e s s i o n o f t h a t 1 k i n d o f p r i d e d m y s e l f , and 1 wanted 

t o b r i n g home w i t h me, and t h a t ' s one o f these b i g a i r 

h o r n s . I t was a h o r n w i t h a r u b b e r b u b b l e on t h e end o f i t 

t h a t I had come i n p o s s e s s i o n o f . I f o r g e t j u s t e x a c t l y 

how I g o t i t . Bu t , anyway, t h e y needed t h i s as p a r t o f 

t h e band area and so on , and t h e y used t h a t f o r some o f 

t h e sounds I n i t . I t r i e d t o keep up w i t h i t a l l t h e t i m e , 

b u t I l o s t i t , and I d i d n ' t g e t i t back home. 

I assume a l l t h e p r i s o n e r s a r e becoming scavengers by t h i s 

t i m e . Any i t e m l a y i n g around o r someth ing t h a t ' s found 

i s i m m e d i a t e l y p i c k e d up because i t m i g h t be o f some f u t u r e 

use , e i t h e r p e r s o n a l l y o r as t r a d i n g m a t e r i a l o r something 

o f t h a t n a t u r e . 

I t h i n k t h a t s t o o d t r u e w i t h a l l o f us . I f we t h o u g h t t h a t 

we c o u l d maybe b e t t e r o u r s e l v e s by someth ing we found o r 

came i n p o s s e s s i o n o f f o r t r a d i n g p u r p o s e s , even our 

j e w e l r y and so on we had, watches and r i n g s and so on. 

When d i d you b e g i n t r a d i n g your p e r s o n a l e f f e c t s f o r f ood 

and t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g ? D i d t h a t o c c u r l a t e r on? 

Hy f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e was a f t e r we g o t t o t h e j u n g l e and 

t r a d e d f o r v a r i o u s t y p e s o f m e d i c i n e . I n my p a r t i c u l a r 
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i n s t a n c e , I s t i l l had my high school band at t h a t t ime, 

graduat ion band, and my wr i s twa tch . We l l , I traded the 

h igh school band f o r qu in ine . 

Marce l lo: When you speak of a high school band, are you r e f e r r i n g 

t o a r ing? 

kea: Ring, yes. I traded t h a t f o r q u i n i n e , which I f e l t the 

need of having some t h a t I could go back on i n the event 

t h a t I had malar ia a t t a c k s , which we had begun t o have 

ma lar ia a t tacks a t t h a t t i m e — n o t as much so there i n the 

e a r l y p a r t o f i t . We were s t i l l p o s s i b l y t h i n k i n g what 

the f u t u r e might ho ld . But when we foimd t h a t we were 

going t o leave there and p o s s i b l y go i n t o an area where 

we'd need more medicine than we'd be able t o get through 

making s i c k c a l l , I began t o f e e l the urge t h a t I needed 

t o make preparat ions f o r maybe medicine t h a t I could have 

p e r s o n a l l y , 

Marce l lo : As I po in ted out e a r l i e r , groups began l e a v i n g Bicyc le 

Camp i n October of 1942. Did the Japanese prepare you 

f o r t h i s move? I n other words, d i d you know some days 

or weeks i n advance t h a t you would be leaving? 

Rea: Poss ib ly a few days. I don't know the number o f days, 

but they began t o k i n d o f put us toge ther . I t h i n k they 

j u s t went through the r o s t e r l o o k i n g f o r those t h a t was 

p h y s i c a l l y able to answer and wasn't s i c k or anything 

l i k e t h a t , i f you made s i c k c a l l the day before , they 
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d i d n ' t even bother. 

Was I t r a t h e r u n s e t t l i n g t o leave B i c y c l e Camp? I mean, 

a f t e r a l l , by t h i s time you had probably got ten i n t o some 

s o r t o f r o u t i n e , and th ings weren't too bad i n Bicyc le 

Camp. Of course, i n a sense you d i d n ' t have anything to 

compare i t w i t h other than Tandjong Pr iok . Do you r e c a l l 

what your f e e l i n g s were when you were t o l d you would be 

leaving? 

My f e e l i n g s was t h a t I d i d n ' t want to leave. I thought 

t h a t t h i s was i n one of the best areas we could f i n d , and 

we was t h i n k i n g a l l the time t h a t p o s s i b l y th ings might 

happen w i t h i n a week, two weeks, or a month t h a t we'd be 

f r e e d . But t h i s wasn't t r u e . The group t h a t I was i n , 

they marched us down to the w a t e r f r o n t and put us on a 

s h i p , Japanese f r e i g h t e r . 

Now were you one of the f i r s t groups t o go ou t , or d i d 

you go afterwards? I t h i n k the f i r s t group out was the 

Fltzsimmons group, was i t not? This was the group t h a t 

was headed by Captain Areb Eltzslmmons. 

I was i n t h a t group. 

Okay. They l e f t maybe as e a r l y as October 7, 1942. 

I t was about t h a t time because I remember we were i n 

Burma on Halloween, October 31st. 

Do you r e c a l l the name o f the ship t h a t you boarded? 

No, I do n o t . 
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I know- there was one i n here c a l l e d the Dai N i c h i Maru, 

but I'm not sure whether or not your p a r t i c u l a r group went 

on t h a t one. Anyhow, describe what c o n d i t i o n s were l i k e 

aboard t h a t sh ip . And you are, of course, on your way to 

Singapore. 

Singapore. The ship i n i t s e l f was j u s t a Japanese f r e i g h t e r . 

I don't know What i t ' s cargo was t h a t i t had on i t . I do 

know t h a t we were under very crowded c o n d i t i o n s and were 

put down i n what's c a l l e d the ship's h o l d , the t h i r d deck 

below the weather deck. The only means we had o f any a i r 

c i r c u l a t i o n when i t got r e a l hot was an a i r chute t h a t was 

t i e d up here where a i r would come down. We were so congested 

i n there t h a t i t was almost only s i t t i n g room. You coikldn't 

s t r e t c h ou t . 

Could you stand up? 

W e l l , you could stand up. But there was t h a t many of us 

i n there t h a t . , . and we'd sleep i n s h i f t s , you know. 

Some o f them would l a y down w h i l e the others sat up. A 

l o t o f us could s i t up and lean over on what belongings 

we s t i l l had. But i t was very , very uncomfortable a l l the 

t ime. 

What e lse can you say about the cond i t i ons down there i n 

terms o f the temperature and th ings o f t h a t nature? 

Wtell, i t was h o t — v e r y , very h o t r - n l g h t and day. The food 

t h a t we had on there , what l i t t l e there was . . . I remember 
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being up on the weather deck one t ime , and i t looked l i k e 

they took mutton out o f a deep f r ee ze , and i t was green-

l o o k i n g i a l l over. I thought, w e l l , I hope they don't feed 

t h a t t o us. I don't know whether they d i d or no t , bu t , 

anyway, the food was t e r r i b l e on there . 

Marce l lo : Were the Japanese cooking the food? 

Rea: Yes. 

Marce l lo : How were you fed? What was the feeding procedure aboard 

t h a t ship? 

Rea: I t was prepared i n large conta iners and j u s t l e t down i n 

the ho ld and dipped out of these l a r g e containers to i n d i v i d u a l s . 

Marce l lo : I n other words, would you simply come by the container and 

get your usual mess k i t of whatever they were feeding you? 

Rea: Yes, or someone would l a d l e i t out t o you. 

Marce l lo : How about d r i n k i n g water? 

Rea: We were issued d r i n k i n g water—canteens . We'd f i l l our 

canteens, and t h a t ' s about a l l there was to i t . 

Marce l lo : I n other words, d i d you get a canteen o f water per day, 

or how d i d i t work? 

Rea: Something l i k e t h a t . I don't remember j u s t e x a c t l y the 

q u a n t i t y . • 

Marce l lo : Did you ever have any o p p o r t u n i t y to get up on deck, t h a t 

i s , up on the weather deck? 

Rea: We d i d f o r a w h i l e , and then f i n a l l y they kept us re ta ined 

i n the lower deck a l l the time. 
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What would you do about going t o the l a t r i n e and th ings 

o f t h a t nature? 

There was an area where we could go. 

Was t h i s up on deck? 

Up on deck t o where i t could be washed overboard. 

I n other words, i t was k i n d o f l i k e the outhouse t h a t 

swung out over the side of the ship? 

Right . 

I guess you're lucky t h a t dysentery r e a l l y hadn't set i n 

at t h i s t ime, 

Wte sure were very f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h a t hadn't set i n because 

under those l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , i f one o f us had had i t , 

we'd a l l get i t probably. 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s voyage d i d n ' t l a s t too long , d i d i t ? 

No, i t d i d n ' t l a s t too long. I don't remember the number 

Of days, but i t was i n the neighborhood o f a week or ten 

days. 

And then you land a t Singapore. 

Yes, a t Singapore. 

Okay, describe what happens a t t h a t p o i n t then. 

They took us o f f the ship and marched us q u i t e some distance 

t o the compound where we was kept f o r approximately two 

weeks before we were taken back t o the w a t e r f r o n t and boarded 

another sh ip . I n our course o f the marching distance from 

the ship out to the compound, we would see occas iona l ly a 
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ske le ton head s t i c k i n g on a fence post t h a t ' d s t i l l have 

the h a i r on I t p head. I t was our understanding t h a t I t 

was the Chinese people t h a t they had beheaded. Our l i v i n g 

quar t e r s there was very unsan i ta ry , very crowded cond i t ions . 

1 gather t h a t ip, going to Changi V i l l a g e , you had to go 

past Changi J a i l , Do you r e c a l l tha t? 

To be able t o say t h a t I was m i n d f u l o f the f a c t t h a t we 

was passing i t , I couldn' t say we was, but I d i d see 

t h i n g s t h a t I don't want t o remember. 

Describe what Changi looked l i k e from a p h y s i c a l s tandpoint , 

t h a t i s , where you were he ld f o r these two weeks. 

The best 1 remember i t , i t was a t i l e , b u i l d i n g o f some 

k i h d , or b r i c k , maybe. The l a t r i n e p a r t o f i t was the 

most d i s t a s t e f u l p a r t o f I t , I t was ve ry Ipadequate and 

pot we.il'^kept a t e3,l, ̂ nd t h i s i s where we r e a l l y became 

c a r e f u l about f l i e s and so on and so f o r t h , s t e r i l i z i n g 

a l l e a t i n g gear,and so on, 

1 understand t h p t bedbugs and l i c e were a problem here i n 

Chapgi, too . Did you and your group experience t h a t when 

you came through? 

That was our f i r s t experience to r e a l l y have any problems 

witb . them. 

How do you get r i d o f bedbugs? 

You don't, The o n l y meaps t h a t we found t h a t would probably 

get r i d o f the l i v e bedbugs i s by pour ing sca ld ing water on 
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them. But I n a few days they'd hatch out again because 

the sca ld ing water wouldn't k i l l the eggs. 

An experience we found l a t e r on occurred when we 

were s i t t i n g I n the c h a i r , l ean ing back, w h i l e we were 

shaving. The bedbugs would come out o f the cracks of the 

c h a i r you were s i t t i n g i n and j u s t leave a l i n e up and down 

t h e i r hack where they'd b i t e them w h i l e they was s i t t i n g 

there g e t t i n g shaved. 

And a f t e r we got I n t o the j u n g l e , we encountered them 

even worse there . I t h i n k we were p o s s i b l y f o l l o w i n g n a t i v e 

personnel I n some of those camps we were a t l a t e r on. 

Marce l lo : I gather t h a t Changi was run by the B r i t i s h ; 1 mean, the 

Japanese were I n nominal c o n t r o l , but the inner-workings 

of the camp were taken care o f by the B r i t i s h here. 

Rea-; The Japanese had taken over, and I t h i n k they were making 

them take care of i t because they were a c t u a l l y under the 

Japanese r u l e a t t h a t t ime. 

Marcel lo: What were your impressions o f the B r i t i s h here a t Changi? 

Rea: Wel l , I d t d r i ' t have any personal contact w i t h any of them 

t h a t I can recall-—^^any p a r t i c u l a r Instance t h a t stands out 

t o me, I do r e c a l l t h i s I s the f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y , I t h i n k , 

t h a t we had t o get some m a i l , any type of m a i l . I t h i n k 

they Issued us cards there t h a t we could check various 

quest ions and so on-^that we were w e l l , we were working, 

we were e n t e r t a i n e d , and such l i k e t h a t . I r e c a l l s t r i k i n g 
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Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marce l lo : 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marce l lo : 

Rea; 

Marcel lo: 

out or drawing l i n e s through wording a t the bottom of i t 

as a message t o my w i f e . There's one I t h i n k of i n r 

p a r t i c u l a r where 1 marked the words out , and I spe l l ed 

out the words " I love you." 

Did she get t h i s card? 

Even tua l l y . I t ' s i n my possession now. 

I t ' s almost s u r p r i s i n g t h a t i t was able t o get through 

the censors. 

Yes, i t i s . E v i d e n t l y , they d i d n ' t f i g u r e i t ou t , or they 

l e t i t go through or whatever I t was. 

I know t h a t some of the l a t e r groups o f Americans t h a t 

came through Changi had a l l s o r t s o f problems w i t h the 

B r i t i s h . Perhaps you weren't there long enough f o r any 

problems t o develop. 

Not t h a t I r e c a l l . We had a very shor t s tay t h e r e , and 

I don' t r e c a l l a whole l o t o f the i n c i d e n t s t h a t stand out 

t o me a t Changi, 

What k i n d o f food were you g e t t i n g here? 

Some more o f the same—rice and a l i t t l e stew. The food 

wasn't good, X know t h a t . 

Were your cooks preparing i t , or were you g e t t i n g i t from 

a B r i t i s h k i t c h e n . 

I t h i n k they p o s s i b l y took some o f our cooks i n t o a s s i s t 

them i n cooking i t . 

Describe your leave from Changi. Since you d i d n ' t s tay 
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there too long , I guess there i s n ' t too much else we can 

say about i t . 

We l l , they put us back on a Japanese s h i p , and i t was 

p r a c t i c a l l y the same t h i n g again, and they took us to 

Burma from there . 

Okay, describe the voyage then from Singapore to Moulmein, 

which, I guess, i s where you went i n Burma. 

I t was crowded quar ters j u s t l i k e be fore . . . poor food. 

I don't remember how long the voyage was p a r t i c u l a r l y , but 

i t was severa l days, and we landed a t Moulmein, Burma. 

Up u n t i l t h i s t ime, had you r e a l l y l o s t anybody yet? 

Not i n personnel t h a t l e f t there w i t h us, no. 

I b e l i e v e the only f a t a l i t i e s t h a t you had up u n t i l t h i s 

p o i n t were those t h a t had gone up i n some of the bombers 

t h a t had been shot down. Other than t h a t , you r e a l l y hadn't 

l o s t anybody t o disease and so on. Or i f you d i d , there 

were v e r y , very few. 

The only one I remember i s t h i s one I spoke of e a r l i e r t h a t 

• . , w e l l , t o ray knowledge he hadn't d ied a t t h a t time. 

That's the man who had l o s t so much weight . 

Were c o n d i t i o n s on t h i s ship any b e t t e r or any worse than 

those on the f i r s t sh ip . 

I f any th ing , they were worse. 

Wxy was tha t? 

I t seems l i k e we were more crowded. I t wasn't q u i t e as 
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b i g a s h i p . I t seemed l i k e there was a weather deck out 

on i t , and we were out on top some of the time. E s p e c i a l l y , 

i t seems as though a f t e r dark they'd l e t us be out. 

Marcel lo: Are they harassing you very much on t h i s ship? 

Rea: I don't r e c a l l any great amount o f harassment. 

Marce l lo : Okay, so you get I n t o Moulmein, Burma. EThat happens a t 

t h a t po in t? 

Rea: W e l l , they took us intb. a compound t h a t was next to a 

leprosy colony, and we were not m i n d f u l o f the f a c t at the 

time t h a t i t had been a leprosy colony. Leprosy p a t i e n t s 

had been i n the compound where we were. And we became very 

concerned^ about the p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o n t r a c t i n g leprosy and 

were very concerned about t h a t . 

How long were you a t t h i s compound? 

Oh, i n the neighborhood of a week, two weeks, something 

l i k e t h a t . 

What were cond i t i ons l i k e here, other than your concern 

about the leprosy? 

They were f a i r l y comfortable. We had ba th ing f a c i l i t i e s 

and l i v e d i n huts or b u i l d i n g s . I t seems l i k e they were 

two-story b u i l d i n g s . 

Marce l lo: They d i d not put you i n a p r i s o n , though, here? 

Rea:' There was a 'prison arotindiis,. We saw some pr i soners w i t h a 

b a l l and chain on. I d i d at one time. 

The most v i v i d t h i n g t h a t I have i n mind was the Buddhas, 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 
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I guess, t h a t you'd see there and the t o l l of the bel ls , 

from t h i s Buddha twice a day. I t looked l i k e , j u s t w i t h 

the sun s h i n i n g on i t , t h a t i t was a gold dome, but 1 don't 

know whether i t was or not . 

Marcel lo: Was t h i s the famous Moulmein pagoda of K i p l i n g ' s story? 

Rea: I t could have been. I never was m i n d f u l o f what I t was 

a c t u a l l y c a l l e d . But 1 do remember, when those b e l l s 

would t o l l , the howl of the dogs everywhere. I t j u s t 

sounded l i k e there were thousands of them. But we were 

c e r t a i n l y glad t o get out o f t h e r e , even though they d i d 

take us from there t o the j u n g l e proper. 

So you d i d n ' t do anything w h i l e you were i n t h i s compound? 

No. 

And they d i d n ' t harass you i n any way? 

No, not t h a t T r e c a l l . 

Okay, where do you go from Moulmein? 

Xhey took us by t rucks out i n t o the j u n g l e where we s t a r t e d 

the Burma r a i l r o a d work. 

Did you go through a base camp f i r s t o f a l l ? I'm r e f e r r i n g 

t o Thanbyuzayat. 

Yes. This i s where we encountered our f i r s t experience 

w i t h the s t o r y o f the Japanese co lone l t h a t was i n charge 

o f doing the r a i l r o a d . 

Marce l lo : You're r e f e r r i n g to Nagatomo? 

Rea: Yes. 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marcello: 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 

Marcel lo: 

Rea: 
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Describe your encounter w i t h Colonel Nagatomo. 

W e l l , he had us a l l i n a b i g compound out t h e r e , and we 

was a l l i n a . . . 1 don't know whether i t was format ion 

or j u s t a l a r g e group standing around. He was out on a 

l i t t l e tower made of bamboo, and he t o l d us what we were 

e n c o u n t e r i n g — t h a t our l i v e s d i d n ' t amount to anything as 

f a r as we were concerned; t h a t they were concerned i n 

producing a r a i l r o a d ; and t h a t i f i t came t o i t , our bodies 

would be used as r a i l r o a d t i e s . I f we worked, we would 

be f e d ; i f we refused t o work, our r a t i o n s would be shortened. 

Now up u n t i l t h i s time d i d you know t h a t you would be 

working on a r a i l r o a d ? 

No, 

Did i t mean very much t o you a t the time? I'm r e f e r r i n g 

t o h i s speech and the f a c t t h a t you'd be working on a 

r a i l r o a d . Did t h a t have very much s i g n i f i c a n c e to you? 

W e l l , we d i d n ' t worry about i t too much at t h a t t ime. To 

s t a r t w i t h , we were taken out i n working p a r t i e s , and we 

was moving a c e r t a i n amount of d i r t . I n other words, we'd 

s t a r t t o work at a c e r t a i n t ime, and we'd q u i t a t a c e r t a i n 

t ime. But as time moved on and sickness became more prevalent 

i n the group, the amount of d i r t t h a t was supposed t o be 

moved d a l l y j u s t kept s tack ing up higher on those t h a t were 

s t i l l working. 

As I mentioned e a r l i e r , I'm a very s e n s i t i v e person 
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w i t h my s k i n , and 1 had more problems than the average 

person due t o the f a c t t h a t I sunburned so bad wh i l e some 

of the others d i d n ' t . With the sun and p e r s p i r a t i o n , loss 

o f s a l t from my body, 1 became a v i c t i m of b e r i b e r i e a r l y . 

You know, i f the s a l t leaves your body, you j u s t crave s a l t . 

I'm a very f r e e sweater, and when I ' d lose the s a l t i n my 

body, t h i s created the need f o r s a l t , and we d i d n ' t have 

as much s a l t as we needed. For a time I t h i n k they t r i e d 

t o g ive us the s a l t t a b l e t s to r e p l e n i s h our bodies. This 

i s where some of us s t a r t e d running i n t o problems to begin 

w i t h . 

Marce l lo: Describe what i t i s l i k e t o have b e r i b e r i . 

Rea: I t s t a r t s out w i t h — i guess you'd c a l l i t — s w e l l i n g of the 

lower l imbs where they'd be p u f f y , and you'd press i n on i t , 

and i t ' d leave the depression i n the s k i n where you pressed 

i n on i t . And your body would ho ld the f l u i d f o r a w h i l e , 

and then when ypu threw i t o f f , you had s i m i l a r to a p a i n f u l 

ache. 

I was one of the f i r s t ones, I guess, t h a t made s i c k 

c a l l w i t h i t , and t h i s Dutch d o c t o r D r . Hekklng, prescribed 

f o r me the l i v e r d i e t . That was p a r t o f the medicine t h a t 

he ppescrlhed f o r me, i s to be issued a p o r t i o n of l i v e r 

from the beef t h a t we were k i l l i n g f o r meat out i n the 

j u n g l e , Then we'd f r y t h a t , and t h i s would rep l en i sh the 

v i t a m l p s , When i t got to where we couldn' t get the l i v e r . 
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he had us t o . . . when they'd s laughter an animal, we'd 

go down and catch the blood as they b l e d the animal and 

b o l l i t and s l i c e i t and then f r y i t t o r e p l e n i s h the 

substance t o t h i s l o s s o f v i t a m i n or whatever i t was i n 

our bodies t h a t we'd l o s t . 

Let 's back up here a minute now. Do you r e c a l l t o which 

camp you went from Thanbyuzayat? I know a l o t o f the people 

s t a r t e d out a t the 18 K i l o . Do you r e c a l l the name of the 

p a r t i c u l a r camp where you s t a r t e d working the r a i l r o a d ? 

Today 1 couldn' t r e c a l l the name of i t . I t was designated 

as k i l o , o f course. 

Describe what one of these k i l o camps looked l i k e from a 

p h y s i c a l s tandpoin t , and I assume t h a t when we're t a l k i n g 

about one, we're t a l k i n g about a l l o f them. 

They were Bamboo hu t s . Just a long barracks or th ings w i t h 

bamboo poles t i e d w i t h h a i r rope or some k i n d o f var ious 

s t r i n g s f o r the u p r i g h t s o f i t , the main support of i t , w i t h 

s t r i p p i n g on top o f i t w i t h bamboo poles t h e r e . Then they 

had a thatched roo f made out o f palm leaves t h a t were t i e d 

on the top . The s h e l t e r p a r t was.tmade out of t h i s . I t , 

again , was a l a r g e b u i l d i n g where there was bunk areas on 

each s ide o f i t w i t h a hallway down the center and then a 

cross - sec t ion i n the middle o f i t , But i t was a l l made 

out o f bamboo. 

Describe what your s leeping f a c i l i t i e s were l l k d w i t h i n 
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these hu ts . 

The f l o o r i n g o f i t was about kneeT-htgh from the ground. 

Of course, the bamboo poles was t i e d there f o r the f l o o r i n g 

area, or what we would normally c a l l f l o o r j o i s t s was 

t i e d across i t , and then there was l a r g e bamboo poles t h a t 

was s p l i t open and s p l i t i n areas and making a mat which 

t i e d onto t h a t . That was the f l o o r i n g on i t . This i s 

where our s l eep ing quar ters was. 

So you were, i n essence, s leep ing on a p l a t f o r m which extended 

the l e n g t h o f t h i s hut? 

Yes. 

I s t h a t b a s i c a l l y what i t was? And there would be a hallway 

or a pathway down the center . 

R igh t . 

About how much room would you have? 

Oh, p o s s i b l y t h i r t y - 8 i x inches, the l e n g t h you could spread 

out . . . t h i r t y - s i x t o f o r t y inches. 

And mayhe about how- long would your area be. then about? 

Six f ee t? 

Something l i k e t h a t . Six op seven f e e t . 

And you l i t e r a l l y l i v e d there . That was your l i v i n g area. 

That was our l l v i p g area. 

And, o f course, there was no th ing e l se i n these huts . 

Nothing e l s e , Just t h a t f l o o r i n g and the r o o f . 

Now you mentioned e l e c t r i c i t y hack i n B i c y c l e Gamp. I 
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assume you have no e l e c t B l c i t y here . 

None whatever. 

What do you do f o r l i g h t ? 

We'd gather wood i n the daytime and spread i t out normally 

about the cross -sec t ion of the barracks and keep wood 

burning there a t n i g h t . That was the only l i g h t we had. 

Did you ever make any candles or o ther types o f makeshift 

devices f o r l i g h t . 

We made some out o f t a l l o w t h a t we'd b o l l down from the 

f a t o f the slaughtered animals. 

Of course, I guess a l o t of times t h a t f a t was used i n 

o ther ways r a t h e r than f o r candles. 

Yes, i t was used as food. 

Let 's describe what a t y p i c a l day was l i k e w h i l e working 

on t h i s r a i l r o a d from the time you got up u n t i l you got 

back t o your quar ters a t n i g h t . I'm r e f e r r i n g t o t h a t 

p e r i o d p r i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n o f the "Speedo" campaign 

and the coming of the monsoons. I guess what I'm saying 

i n e f f e c t i s , what was a t y p i c a l workday l i k e dur ing the 

e a r l y p a r t o f your time on t h i s r a i l r o a d . 

They would take us out e a r l y i n the morning i n p a r t i e s , and 

there was a c e r t a i n area of the r a i l r o a d t h a t each . . . i t 

seems l i k e they were sectioned o f f , and a group would work 

t h i s area. They were Issued a p i c k , a shovel , a wicker basket 

o f some e f f e c t , maybe a bamboo pole w i t h a t f c e sack w i t h a 
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piece o f w i r e to where I t would make k i n d of a pocket. 

Two men would carry i t , one on each end o f the bamboo pole . 

They'd load t h a t w i t h d i r t , and two men would carry t h a t 

up on the embankment where they was moving the d i r t . As 

an i n d i v i d u a l , you might p i c k t h i s basket up. There was 

some of us t h a t d i d t h a t as an i n d i v i d u a l . They'd load 

t h i s basket, and you'd carry i t up and dump i t on the bank 

t h a t they was b u i l d i n g . 

So you would e i t h e r be moving the d i r t i n one o f these 

wicker baskets or else i n t h i s r i c e sack or whatever i t 

was. 

That's t r u e . 

One man would be p i c k i n g , one man would be shovel ing , and 

the o thers would be hau l ing d i r t . 

Carry ing d i r t , yes. 

Did you have a quota? 

Oh, t o s t a r t w i t h we had . . . oh, i t seemed l i k e a h a l f 

a meter, something l i k e t h a t , t h a t we had t o move per day. 

As a d e s c r i p t i o n o f what i t was s i m i l a r t o , i f you see ants 

moving d i r t , t h a t was j u s t a k i n d o f a t y p i c a l . . . we 

were j u s t l i k e ants moving d i r t up on t h a t embankment. 

There were thousands of us out t h e r e , I t h i n k there was 

50,000 Eng l i sh , A u s t r a l i a n s , Dutch, and everything—Americans 

a l t o g e t h e r to s t a r t w i t h . 

Now i s i t not t r u e t h a t the area o f d i r t t o be moved would 
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be staked lout every day by the Japanese engineer? 

R igh t , And as the personnel became s i c k and was unable 

t o make the working p a r t i e s , they never d i d reduce t h a t 

per person. There was t h a t much to be moved each day. 

And e v e n t u a l l y , as time moved on, i f there was enough 

l i g h t from the moon a t n i g h t , they worked us i n t o the 

n i g h t i n order to reach our quota of moving d i r t . 

We l l , i n the beginning, when everybody was r e l a t i v e l y 

h e a l t h y , i s i t not t r u e t h a t you could meet t h a t quota 

sometimes as e a r l y as noon? 

Yes, t h a t ' s t r u e . And to s t a r t w i t h they was l e t t i n g us 

do t h a t . 

But than what d i d they do? 

They saw t h a t we could do more, and then they s t a r t e d 

adding more t o i t . 

They s t a r t e d i nc reas ing the quota? 

Yes. 

Were you ever w i t h any of the groups who would move the 

stake back wben the Japanese weren't looking? 

W e l l , I ' d say t h a t t h a t happened o c c a s i o n a l l y . But we made 

sure t h a t the o r i g i n a l impression where the stake was was 

well-camouflaged Cchuckle). 

I n essence, then, most of your work i n those e a r l y stages 

consis ted o f making e i t h e r cuts or f i l l s . I f you came to 

a v a l l e y , you f i l l e d i t w i t h d i r t ; i f you came t o a h i l l . 
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you cut away the d i r t . 

R igh t , We was e i t h e r t a k i n g i n or p u t t i n g . . . i f i t was 

a low place , we'd d i g out on the s ide and make d i tches 

on each s ide of i t and carry i t up on top . I f i t was a 

h i l l , we'd cut down the h i l l and b r i n g i t i n t o the low 

places . 

I n the beginning I t h i n k you were working on r e l a t i v e l y 

l e v e l ground, were you not? You r e a l l y hadn't got ten 

back i n the j u n g l e r i g h t away. 

That's t r u e . But s t i l l , at the same t ime, they were working 

a l i t t l e r i s e , i n other words, the r a i l r o a d bed i t s e l f . 

I n some areas i t ' d be three f e e t h i g h , and some of i t would 

be twenty f e e t , e v e n t u a l l y , when we got i n t o the lower areas. 

Now before you were-ac tua l ly making the cuts and the f i l l s , 

I gather t h a t the timber would have t o he removed, i s t h a t 

cor rec t? 

That's t r u e . 

Would there he other s p e c i a l d e t a i l s t o take care o f the 

timber c u t t i n g and a l l t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g . 

I t seems t o me t h a t we weren't i nvo l ved i n moving the timber. 

We were j u s t moving the d i r t . To my knowledge, i t seems 

as though they even tua l l y s t a r t e d us ing elephants. I n some 

areas they were using elephants to move the t imber, to 

c l e a r the area. 

And then T assume t h a t a f t e r the cuts and f i l l s were made. 
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o ther p r i soners would be coming on behind and p u t t i n g down 

the stones f o r the bed and l a y i n g the t i e s and p u t t i n g down 

the r a i l s . 

That's r i g h t . They brought the r a i l s i n by l i t t l e d o l l y 

cars . You know, they'd have one end of the r a i l s i t t i n g 

on a l i t t l e car , and then down a t the other end, there'd 

be another set o f cars. And they were j o i n e d together by 

secur ing these r a i l s t o those l i t t l e cars and then p u l l i n g 

them down. As a normal t h i n g , the engine would be behind 

i t pushing the cars , you see, r a t h e r than p u l l i n g i t . And 

as they moved along, they'd l a y the r a i l s t o be able to 

move f a r t h e r . 

What was the worst j o b you could have on t h a t r a i l r o a d ? 

D r i v i n g spikes. That was the hardest work there was— 

d r i v i n g spikes . We l l , you know, I don't know whether i t 

was d r i v i n g spikes or handl ing the r a i l s . I t was very 

d i f f i c u l t sometimes t o handle the r a i l s . 

And one of the most d i f f i c u l t t h ings there was i n i t 

was t o he moving the heavy timbers i n t o b u i l d the p i l e s 

f o r the bridges across the streams, because we had to p i c k 

up l a r g e t r e e t r u n k s , maybe t h i r t y f e e t , some of them, and 

c a r r y them on our shoulders t o the area where they used i t . 

They made the framework out of bamboo. They'd stand t h i s 

t r e e t runk up on i t s end w i t h the bottom o f the t runk up, 

and they'd d r i l l a hole i n i t and put a s t e e l rod i n there . 
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And they'd sharpen . . . make a "V" out o f the other 

p o r t i o n o f the t r e e t r u n k and put a piece of metal over 

t h a t , spike i t on i t , and t h i s i s d r i v e n i n the ground 

by l i f t i n g a b i g weight. There was t h i s spider web of 

rope t h a t they would . . . everybody p u l l i n g a t the same 

time would l i f t t h i s heavy weight up, and i t would f a l l 

back and f a l l on t h i s rod. That's the way they drove the 

p i l e s i n t o the ground. This was the s t r u c t u r e of the 

r a i l s t h a t went across streams. 

Every th ing was done by hand. 

Every th ing done by hand. 

Maybe there was some dynamit ing, and there was the use of 

elephants from time t o t ime, and t h a t was about i t . 

That's i t . 

So i n your experience on the r a i l r o a d , d i d you p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n j u s t about a l l these j o b s , t h a t i s , c u t s , f i l l s , d r i v i n g 

sp ikes , and a l l t h a t s o r t of th ing? 

Yes, I p a r t i c i p a t e d i n j u s t about a l l b f them. Even a f t e r 

the r a i l s were l a i d and the t r h l n bad been going over i t 

some, we even were given a d e t a i l o f c u t t i n g wood and b r i n g i n g 

i t t o the r a i l r o a d so they could stop and load the wood 

f o r the steam engines. 

Why- d i d you f i n d t h a t d r i v i n g the spikes was the most 

d i f f i c u l t and worst d e t a i l so f a r as you were concerned? 

I t was under the close observat ion o f the Japanese, and 
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I f you d i d n ' t do I t r i g h t , they were harassing you. 

What was the food l i k e on the r a i l r o a d ? Again, I'm r e f e r r i n g 

t o the e a r l y stages of the b u i l d i n g now, before the monsoons 

h i t and a l l t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g . 

I f you were able to work, you got comparatively good 

r a t i o n s ; but i f you got s i c k , you were on h a l f - r a t i o n s . 

I t mainly consis ted of r i c e , and f o r a time they'd send 

a crew out . . . e v i d e n t l y they were . . . I don't know 

whether they was Bul locks or cows or what, b u t , anyway, 

they'd go out , and the Japanese would shoot those. 

Probably some poor na t i ve ' s stock ( chuck le ) . 

They'd shoot them, and they'd s laughter them r i g h t there 

and quar ter them up and b r i n g them back i n t o camp. Then 

e v e n t u a l l y they f i x e d k i n d of a c o r r a l around the camp 

areas and brought c a t t l e i n there every once i n a w h i l e . 

Again, a t t h i s e a r l y stage, you're r e l a t i v e l y c lose to 

c i v i l i a a t i o n , so you have more access t o food, i s n ' t t h a t 

t rue? 

Yes, we were a t the 18 K i l o , j u s t out a shor t d is tance. 

So the f i r s t camp t h a t you s t a r t e d a t was the 18 Ki lo? 

I t h i n k t h a t would be i t , yes. But as the monsoon season 

came on, i t was more d i f f i c u l t f o r us to get the suppl ies 

i n due t o the f a c t of the mud and so on. 

There was a road t h a t p a r a l l e l e d the r a i l r o a d . I s n ' t t h a t 

t r u e , and t h i s i s how you got your supplies? 
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Yes. When we f i r s t stopped t h e r e , i t was j u s t dust , dust , 

dust . I t was very d i f f i c u l t t o keep our c l o t h i n g clean 

sometimes because i t was so much dust. 

I 've heard i t sa id t h a t on t h i s h i ke from Thanbyuzayat out 

t o the 18 K i l o Camp, everytlme you took a step on t h i s road, 

a p u f f o f dust would come up. I t was t h a t t h i c k on the road. 

Yes, i t was j u s t cut a l l t o pieces w i t h the t r a f f i c t h a t 

was over i t . Now due t o the f a c t t h a t some o f the supplies 

were coming out on b u l l o c k c a r t s t h a t they'd p u l l down, 

the animal t r a f f i c , the s t e e l t r a f f i c , and the rubber t r u c k 

t r a f f i c - j u s t kept i t a l l s t i r r e d up, cut up. 

So there was one b i g cloud o f dust a l l the time dur ing t h a t 

dry season. What k i n d o f a p o r t i o n o f food d i d you receive? 

Was i t your usual mess k i t f u l l ? 

Again, i t was about what could be contained i n a mess k i t . 

And was t h i s meal given three times a day? 

Yes. The d r i n k i n g water we had had t o be b o i l e d . And the 

cooking p a r t o f i t was . . . some o f i t was done i n h a l f 

o f a f i f t y > - f i v e - g a l l o n b a r r e l , and some was done i n these 

copper q u a r r i e s , we c a l l e d them, t h a t you b u i l t a f i r e 

under. Some of the water was b o i l e d by a b i g f i r e b u i l t 

under a f u l l f i f t y - f i v e - g a l l o n b a r r e l . Of course, the 

Engl i sh and A u s t r a l i a n s had t o dump a l i t t l e tea i n i t 

Cchuckle), so we became k ind o f aequalnted w i t h what hot 

tea t a s t e s l i k e . 1 never d i d create a t a s t e f o r i t . 
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How about the noon meal? Would i t be brought out t o you 

on the Job? 

They would take these halves of a f i f t y - f i v e - g a l l o n b a r r e l 

and make a w i r e loop i n the top of i t on the opposite s ides , 

s t i c k a bamboo pole i n t h e r e , and they would c a r r y i t . 

Two men would carry t h i s out on the working p a r t i e s . One 

would have the soup i n i t , and the other would have the r i c e . 

How iQuch time would you have f o r the noon meal? 

T h i r t y minutes. 

Did they ever give you any breaks dur ing the day? 

Oh, t o s t a r t w i t h , they gave us . . . w e l l , every l i t t l e 

w h i l e they had what they would c a l l a "smokê -o," and you'd 

s i t down and r e s t a w h i l e . 

How long was a workweek? Maybe workweek i s n ' t a good 

term t o use, hut how many consecutive days would you 

work be fore they'd give you a day o f f ? 

We i l , to s t a r t w i t h , we was working s i x days a week. On 

Sunday- we got o f f . But e v e n t u a l l y they cut t h a t out a l l 

toge ther . We was working c o n s t a n t l y . 

Around t h i s time you also encountered the Korean guards, 

d i d you not? 

Yes. They were brought t o us w h i l e we was s t i l l i n the 

Burma j u n g l e , 

Describe what those Korean guards were l i k e , I guess what 

I'm saying i s , compare them w i t h the Japanese guards t h a t 
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you had had p r e v i o u s l y . 

They were l a r g e r I n p h y s i c a l being than the Japanese. 

Some of them stood s i x f o o t and weighed probably 160, 170 

pounds. Some were . . . I don't know whether you'd c a l l 

them less educated or what,.,but they became a l i t t l e more 

b r u t a l as time went on than the Japanese ever w e r e — i n 

r e a l i t y . When we f i r s t s t a r t e d g e t t i n g them, they were 

comparatively n ice to us, but as time went on, they became 

more p e r s i s t e n t i n being a l i t t l e more b r u t a l than the 

Japanese, 

Did thtey seem to go out of t h e i r way to harass the pr isoners 

You know, we mentioned awhile ago t h a t a l o t of times the 

p r i s o n e r s a c t u a l l y had i t coming w i t h regard t o punishment 

from the Japanese, but d i d you f i n d t h a t maybe the Koreans 

seemed to go out o f t h e i r way t o harass the prisoners? 

1 k i n d o f accepted i t t h a t way, t h a t they were more prone 

t o be a l i t t l e more pushy than the Japanese were. 

How d i d t h e i r harassment compare or c o n t r a s t w i t h t h a t of 

the Japanese? 1 guess what I'm saying i s . What would the 

Koreans do? 

W e l l , mainly the Japanese would j u s t use a hand slap or 

something l i k e t h a t , hut once i n a w h i l e they would use 

the b u t t o f a gun. But the Koreans became more a c t i v e 

w i t h the contact w i t h gun b u t t s and so on than the Japanese 

a c t u a l l y were. 
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Also , I guess the Koreans had been low men on the pecking 

order u n t i l the pr i soners came along. 

They d i d n ' t have the same r a t i n g , e v i d e n t l y , as the Japanese 

d i d because the one-star Japanese s o l d i e r could work over 

a Korean. E v i d e n t l y , they were h igher - rank ing personnel 

than the Koreans were; 

Did you have nicknames f o r the Korean guprds? 

Yes. 

Do you r e c a l l any of them? 

"Buffhead." 

"Buffhead?" 

"Buffhead." 

How'd he get t h a t name? 

I don't know j u s t e x a c t l y how he d i d come i n t o t h a t , but 

he was the type t h a t would . , , when he'd s t a r t to . . . 

w e l l , i t seems as though he d e l i g h t e d i n abusing personnel 

by s lapp ing them. I guess he got h i s name by when he'd 

s lap you. He'd back up and shake h i s head, you know, and 

s p u t t e r a bunch o f words. We never could understand what 

i t was, b u t , anyway, t h a t ' s h i s h a b i t . 

How about " L i v e r L ips?" 

Yes, " L i v e r L i p s " and "Blue Beard." We had one, "Blue 

Beard," who was as b r u t a l as any of them. We a l l feared 

"Slue Beard" because he was comparatively b i g , and ''Buffhead" 

was, too. He was a c o i ^ a r a t l v e l y b i g person. 
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I guess most of the Japanese t h a t you're running i n t o 

here are the engineer personnel, aren ' t they? 

Engineer personnel and maybe . . . I don't know what- ^ 

they'd c a l l them, but there was a Jap who was over the 

guards t h a t was over us. 

They're some s o r t o f a camp commandant, 1 guess. 

Supervisor or something or o ther . 

And I guess as time goes on, everybody i s beginning t o 

f e e l the p r e s s u r e — t h e o f f i c e r s , the Koreans, and then, 

obv ious l y , the p r i s o n e r s , too , because work's k i n d of 

behind on t h a t r a i l r o a d , and the monsoons are coming and 

a l l t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g . 

R igh t . We learned to do f o r ourselves more i n the Burma 

j u n g l e than a t any other t ime. One p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g I 

remember, on our days o f f , we could go t o the k i t c h e n and 

get a smal l p o r t i o n of r i c e , e i t h e r by s n i t c h i n g i t or 

s t e a l i n g i t or they'd r a t i o n i t out t o us. Anyway, we 

came i n t o possession of a small amount o f r i c e , and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y they'd have . . . X don't know whether i t 

was a l i q u i d t h a t they cooked w i t h or what, b u t , anyway, 

there was glass b o t t l e s t h a t was made a v a i l a b l e i n the 

area. We'd take t h a t glass b o t t l e and get us a hard piece 

of board or something l i k e t h a t and g r i n d t h i s r i c e w i t h 

the glass b o t t l e . And then a t t h a t t ime, we could b u i l d 

a f i r e ou t s ide the barracks there and cook var ious l i t t l e 
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t h i n g s f o r ourselves, 

And a t t h i s t ime, we were beginning t o he able t o p i c k 

up on the outs ide . , , i t was a k i n d o f a brown sugar 

b lock of s t u f f . I t was made i n k i n d o f l a y e r s and s l i c e d 

i n t o about a two- or t h r e e - i n c h square, f our or f i v e inches 

l o n g , and wrapped i n leaves and t i e d w i t h a bamboo s t r i n g . 

We could take t h a t and b o l l i t w i t h water and make k i n d 

o f a sugar syrup. And w i t h the ground r i c e , we'd make k i n d 

o f p a t t y or hot cake, and t h a t was our de l i ca tessen . We'd 

have those thihigs when we had days o f f together . 

I guess you were always l o o k i n g f o r anything t h a t would 

g ive t h a t r i c e some f l a v o r . 

D e f i n i t e l y , something t o change i t some way or another to 

g ive i t a d i f f e r e n t t a s t e . 

I 've heard a l o t of pr i soners t a l k about red peppers. 

Yes, red peppers, 

They would throw red peppers i n t o t h a t r i c e . 

And then another t h i n g we d i d . . . i t was the doctor , who 

t o l d us. D r i H:ekki,ng t o l d us i t was good f o r us to d r i n k 

tea from burn t r i c e . Lota o f times i n cooking the r i c e , 

t here would be a p o r t i o n r i g h t i n the bottom of the pot 

, . , there 'd be a c r u s t t h a t had stuck t o the po t . 

I t would almost be l i k e a form of charcoa l , wouldn't i t ? 

R igh t , We'd take t h a t , and i t was burnt;'.- I n other words, 

t o get i t out of the quarry, you had t o r e a l l y b u i l d a f i r e 
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sometimes t o burn t h a t k i n d of loose where you could get 

^ i t out because i t i ' s j u s t i n there t h a t t i g h t . Occasionally, 

t h i s brown p a r t of i t was r e a l c r u s t y , and i t was t a s t y 

because the s l i g h t burn t t a s t e changed the t a s t e of i t . 

Lots o f people l i k e d t h a t ; I mean, they would come around 

and get t h a t i f any of i t was a v a i l a b l e . But mainly we 

took t h i s r i c e t h a t was stuck t o the bottom of the po t , 

those q u a r r i e s , and continued t o brown i t u n t i l i t became 

dark enough . . . i t ' d be burn t enough t o d i s c o l o r the 

water, t u r n i t dark, and t h i s was p a r t o f what we c a l l e d 

r i c e co f f ee or tea or something l i k e t h a t . 

Marce l lo : You mentioned awhile ago t h a t you would o b t a i n t h i s brown 

sugar, and I assume t h a t you got t h i s through t r a d i n g w i t h 

the nat ives? 

Rea: Yes, from the j u n g l e people t h a t ' d come through. 

Marcel lo: And t h i s was when you began us ing whatever personal possessions 

you had, t h a t i s , watches, r i n g s , and th ings o f t h a t nature? 

Cloth? 

Rea: Yes, and about t h i s t i m e — w e l l , a t the b e g i n n i n g — t h e y were 

i s s u i n g us a small amount of . . . o h , 150, you know, or 

a l i t t l e paper money, something l i k e t h a t , as a token f o r 

our work, 

Marce l lo : So you d i d get wages f o r working on the r a i l r o a d ? 

Ĵ ea: A smal l amount of I t . Then we used t h i s money some. That's 

what we bought some supplies w i t h . 
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Were you allowed to conduct t h i s t rade w i t h the n a t i v e s , 

or d i d t h i s have to be done on the sly? 

I t was done on the s l y . They wouldn't a l l o w them to come 

i n t o the compound. I t would he out on the working p a r t i e s 

t h a t t h i s would be done on the s l y . 

How was your c l o t h i n g ho ld ing out? I'm r e f e r r i n g t o the 

e a r l y stages o f the r a i l r o a d b u i l d i n g . 

For a shor t t ime, we had c l o t h i n g t h a t we had i n our 

possession when we were taken p r i s o n e r s . We were s t i l l 

u s ing t h a t , but some o f them were being worn out . A c t u a l l y , 

some of the men who worked on the r a i l r o a d would maybe 

take a b r i t c h e s l e g and a shoe s t r i n g or something l i k e 

t h a t , and they made a G*s t r ing . That's a l l they h a d — 

j u s t something t o cover the middle-—a s k i r t — a n d they'd 

sew i t a t the back, and i t k i n d of covered you there , 

and t h i s draped over i n f r o n t . And t h a t ' s a l l they wore. 

There were no shoes. Even tua l ly , they ran out of shoes. 

So do you go barefooted, or do you t r y t o make some s o r t 

o f wooden clogs or something? 

We d i d t r y to make some wooden c logs . We l l , even i n the 

very beginning, we t r i e d t o do t h a t because t h i s was the 

means of g e t t i n g out of the shower and keeping the sand 

o f f you f e e t and d i r t o f f your f e e t i n g e t t i n g from the 

bath t o the s leeping quar ters . 

Did you have to r i g up your own showers or bathing f a c l l i t l e ; 
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t f you weren't close to a r i v e r or creek or something? 

Rea: As we got i n t o the j u n g l e , yes, we had t o f i n d water holes 

and so on so we could go wash our c lo thes and take baths. 

The f i r s t w i l d animal I saw was i n there . There were 

f o u r or f i v e o f us out one a f ternoon t r y i n g to f i n d a place 

t o wash our c l o t h e s . There was a l a r g e t r e e — i t might have 

been t h i r t y f e e t i n the a i r — a n d we walked up t b t h i s place 

where t h i s water was standing. Up above us was a b i g black 

panther. I t s t a r t e d t o move from t r e e t o t r e e J. 

Marce l lo: Did you ever encounter very many snakes or any other c r i t t e r s 

o f t h a t nature? 

Rea: Occasional ly , we'd see a small snake. I spoke of t h i s 

buddy system we had. " I k e " and I j u s t happened t o be out 

together t h a t day t a k i n g the food out to the working 

p a r t y . On the way back, we were coming down the r a i l r o a d 

t r a c k back t o camp, c a r r y i n g the empty con ta iner s , and, 

oh, probably f i f t y yards, t w e n t y - f i v e or f i f t y or maybe 

seventy yards i n f r o n t o f ps, we saw something crossing 

the t r a c k s . And i t was a l a r g e snake. I t looked l i k e i t 

might have been s i x inches i n diameter. When we saw i t , 

we stopped. I t crawled on across, and when we got up t o 

where we thought i t was, " I k e " i n s i s t e d t h a t we see what 

i t was, see i f we could see i t any f u r t h e r . And I s a i d , 

"Wel l , I've been as close to i t as I want to be." I d i d n ' t 

know-what i t was, and I knew i t was l a r g e enough t h a t i t 
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could have been a boa c o n s t r i c t o r or something l i k e t h a t . 

So I Just d i d n ' t bother. I s a i d , "We'll Just stay on the 

r a i l r o a d t r a c k s as f a r as I'm concerned." So we d i d . 

Marce l lo : So you d i d n ' t look upon t h a t snake as a p o t e n t i a l source 

of p r o t e i n then? 

Rea: No. Now- there was some of them t h a t d i d , I t h i n k , k i l l 

snakes and t r y to prepare i t as food, but to my knowledge 

I d i d n ' t eat any of i t . 

Marce l lo: On May 5, 1943, the so-ca l led "Speedo" campaign began. 

This was when the Japanese were e v i d e n t l y behind on the 

work on the r a i l r o a d , and so they decided t o move th ings 

along a t a more r a p i d pace. I t j u s t so happened t h a t the 

"Speedo" campaign and the monsoon season coincided. Do 

you r e c a l l where you were when the "Speedo" campaign and 

the monsoon season occurred? I t could have poss ib l y been 

the 80 K i l o Camp, or i t could have been the 100 K i l o Camp, 

or i t could have been both o f them. Do you r e c a l l where 

you were at? Do you r e c a l l e i t h e r o f those camps? 

Rea: I remember one t h a t we were a t , and we were working on the 

s t r u c t u r e o f br idge timbers across the r i v e r , but I don't 

know the name of the camp. But we had been working on the 

s t r u c t u r e o f the framework under the br idge and had completed 

i t and l a i d the r a i l s across i t , and one t r a i n had come 

across i t . And dur ing the n i g h t , there'd been such a downpour 

. . . and the day before. I t s t a r t e d about, I 'd say, noon. 
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the day b e f o r e , and i t ra ined . . . w e l l , I r e c a l l t h a t 

we were moving r a i l s a t t h a t t ime , and the r a i l yard was 

r i g h t there a t t h i s r i v e r . I t began t o r a i n , and w i t h i n 

an hour's t ime, the whole area, even where we were working, 

where we took k i n d of s h e l t e r from the heavy r a i n , was so deep 

i n water u n t i l there wasn't any ground showing anywhere. 

Now t h i s i s the area w i t h the bigges t stream t h a t we had 

t o b u i l d a br idge across. As t o what camp that; was, I 

don't know. I t could have been 80 K i l o . But we had j u s t 

completed the br idge timber work underneath and l a i d the 

road, and t h i s r i v e r rose and knocked a l l the p i l e s out 

from under i t . Just the r a i l s and the t i e s ran across there . 

Marce l lo : Describe what i t was l i k e working dur ing the monsoon season. 

Rea: Most o f the time we weren't p r i v i l e g e d . . . w e l l , we'd 

take refuge sometimes when there 'd be a downpour, and we 

couldn ' t work i n i t a t a l l . But i f i t was j u s t a steady 

r a i n , we continued t o work. And, too , dur ing t h a t season, 

t h e r e was what we c a l l e d a sand f l y . I f was a small i n s e c t 

t h a t would s t i n g you. I n other words, when you'd stop working, 

moving around, they'd s e t t l e on you, crawl up under your 

hat br im or through your c l o t h i n g , j u s t any place. I t ' d 

j u s t f e e l l i k e t h a t there was j u s t k i n d o f l i k e hot pepper 

on you. There was t h a t much i r r i t a t i o n t o i t . We c a l l e d 

them sand f l i e s . I don't know whether t h a t was what i t 

was or not . But, anyway, when we stopped working, we'd 
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get I n t o a p lacd where there was mud and get mud a l l over 

our legs and so on where they wouldn't b i t e us on the legs . 

And i n order t o keep them out o f our face and so on, we 

had a l i t t l e o l ' tobacco i m i t a t i o n . I t was wrapped i n 

leaves , and we'd smoke t h a t and, you know, k i n d of fan i t 

around to keep them out o f our face. But as long as you 

were moving about, they d i d n ' t bother you very much. 

And then there was the monsoon f l y . The monsoon f l y , 

i t s e l f , i s a k i n d o f a h e l i c o p t e r - l o o k i n g i n s e c t w i t h wings 

up on top of i t t h a t were k i n d o f a c l e a r c o l o r . And 

thousands and thousands and thousands o f them would j u s t 

he i n the a i r . I remember one n i g h t 1 was he lp ing i n the 

cooking area. A f e l l o w by the name of King and myself were 

prepar ing the meat f o r the next day. We had a candle made 

out o f the t a l l o w from the beef, and i t was burning there 

a t the t a b l e where we were c u t t i n g up the meat f o r the next 

day's meal. And the monsoon f l i e s was f l y i n g i n t o the candle 

so t h a t we'd have to take a s t i c k every once i n a w h i l e 

and knock them away t o keep them from bury ing the candle 

and put i t out . They'd f l y i n t o t h i s , and the flame would 

h i t them and then singe t h e i r wings, and they'd j u s t f a l l 

t h e r e . They were t h a t t h i c k . 

Marce l lo; I assume t h a t tlirere i s noth ing dry dur ing the monsoon season. 

Rea: No. I t s t a r t e d and along, I b e l i e v e , the f i r s t o f May and 

ra ined through, oh, probably the l a t t e r p a r t o f J u l y , the 
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f i r s t p a r t o f August. 

Are these thatched huts t h a t you're l i v i n g i n able t o keep 

out the ra in? 

The most of i t . As long as i t ' s j u s t no wind w i t h i t , we 

could s tay comparatively dry , but i f there was any wind 

w i t h the r a i n , i t would j u s t come through every th ing . And, 

f o r t u n a t e l y , there wasn't a whole l o t o f wind w i t h the r a i n . 

But I guess you can't imagine how hard i t r a i n s dur ing the 

monsoon season unless you a c t u a l l y see i t , i s t h a t correct? 

You j u s t couldn' t b e l i e v e i t . I have no way to t e l l exac t l y 

how much i t d i d r a i n t h a t a f ternoon we were out there a t 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r place I spoke of e a r l i e r . But i t seemed 

t o me, w i t h i n an hour, I would judge probably t h a t there 

might have been e i g h t or ten or twelve inches t h a t f e l l . 

I n the p a r t i c u l a r area where we took s h e l t e r w h i l e i t was 

r a i n i n g so hard, was;;similar t o the barracks we were l i v i n g 

i n , which had the bamboo f l o o r i n g about knee-high. I t got 

up over t h a t bamboo i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r area. 

What i s the d i s p o s i t i o n of the Japanese and the Koreans 

l i k e dur ing t h i s "Speedo" campaign? 

We l l , they became much more i r r i t a b l e w i t h us. 

Do we say t h e i r d i s p o s i t i o n changed from bad t o worse? 

I would say so, yes. 

Or from worse to worst ( chuck le ) . 

From bad to worse (chuckle) . He was already bad enough. 
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but he got worse. 

Describe j u s t e xac t l y what took p lace . 

The main t h i n g i s the increase i n the number of hours we 

had t o work per day, We were s t a r t e d out working poss ib ly 

e i g h t hours a day and moving h a l f a k i l o of d i r t . And 

dur ing t h i s t ime, when they was p u t t i n g t h i s heavy push 

on, t o get t h ings completed by a deadllne--~we took i t t o 

be—we were working f o u r t e e n , s i x t e e n hours a day, and 

some were moving as many as three meters o f d i r t per day. 

That's a whole l o t compared t o what i t was to s t a r t w i t h . 

'And l i k e you were mentioning be fore , you were having t o 

move more d i r t w i t h l e s s people. 

Right . The reason why i t b u i l t up t o be an increase i n 

the amoiint was because the number o f personnel working 

dropped o f f due t o death, s ickness , i n a b i l i t y t o work. 

And by t h i s time we was beginning to lose l o t s o f personnel. 

Okay< describe some of the var ious diseases and ailments 

t o which you were subjected dur ing t h i s p a r t i c u l a r time. 

When T say "you," I'm r e f e r r i n g t o you p e r s o n a l l y , and I'm 

us ing the term "you" i n a c o l l e c t i v e sense, a l so . 

We l l , dur ing the course o f the time t h a t I was i n the j u n g l e 

proper, a l t o g e t h e r 1 can remember—and I've quoted the 

f i g u r e many a t i m e — s i x t e e n d i f f e r e n t a t tacks o f malar ia . 

I t would s t r i k e you w i t h a very h igh f eve r arid go i n t o 

j u s t r e a l r i g o r s o f c h i l l s . You would j u s t f e e l l i k e every 
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bone i n your body would j u s t break a p a r t , you'd shake so, 

This would occur the f i r s t day of the a t t a c k . Then i f you 

were f o r t u n a t e enough to have the qu in ine t o counteract 

i t , a f t e r you got the quin ine i n your system, you'd s t a r t 

p e r s p i r i n g . This would be an i n d i c a t i o n t b a t the fever 

had broken. And you would go through t h i s sweat per iod 

f o r probably three or four hours, and then you'd have more 

s t r e n g t h and begin t o s e t t l e down a l i t t l e b i t more. You'd 

go p o s s i b l y f o r sometimes three weeks or maybe a month 

w i t h o u t another a t t a c k . But t h i s was o c c u r r i n g t o a l l of us. 

And t h i s i s why I ' d f a l l hack on the i n d i v i d u a l supply 

o f qu in ine t h a t I had. Then l a t e r on, when we l e f t the 

Burma j u n g l e , we went i n t o a p o r t i o n of Thailand--we moved 

t o t h a t area-.-and I traded f o r an a d d i t i o n a l amount of 

qu in ine and a t a b l e t they c a l l e d s u l f a n i l a m i d e . I t h i n k 

there was f i v e o f those s u l f a n i l a m i d e t a b l e t s t h a t I used 

t o t r e a t places t h a t looked l i k e were going t o erupt i n t o 

a t r o p i c a l u l c e r . I ' d take a k n i f e and shave t h a t powder 

o f f t h a t b i g t a b l e t and pack t h i s l i t t l e p i t where an 

u l c e r would s t a r t . And I came out o f i t w i t h o u t any u l c e r 

scars , 

Marce l lo: You mentioned t r o p i c a l u l c e r s , and l e t ' s pursue t h i s subject 

a l i t t l e h i t f a r t h e r . This also turned out t o he one of 

the b i g k i l l e r s dur ing t h i s pe r iod when you were at the 

80 and 100 K i l o Camps. 
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Rea: That's t r u e . Any l i t t l e s c ra tch t h a t s t a r t e d — u n l e s s you 

could stop i t from con t inu ing t o get deeper w i t h t h a t 

l i t t l e p i t t h a t s t a r t e d — i t looked l i k e i t was j u s t k ind 

of r o t t e d out i n the center. I t j u s t gets deeper; i t kept 

spreading bigger . Some of them had the areas t h a t would 

cover the e n t i r e sh in p a r t of the l e g , t h a t b i g (ges ture ) . 

And the treatment f o r i t was—on some occasions—was to 

take a tablespoon and scrape out a l l the d e t e r i o r a t e d f l e s h . 

Marcel lo: I'm sure the: pain must have been e x c r u c i a t i n g f o r those 

t h a t had t o be subjected t o t h i s k i n d o f treatment. 

Rea: I'm sure i t was. For tuna t e l y , I d i d n ' t have t o go through 

t h a t . 

Marcel lo: This was an innova t ion of e i t h e r Dr. Hekking;'s or Dr. 

Bloemsma's, wasn't i t ? 

Rea: Dr. Hekklng and p o s s i b l y Bloemsma, both . There's a f e l l o w 

t h a t l i v e s i n Lubbock today. Glen S e l f , t h a t has a scar 

t h a t probably runs from the top of h i s s h o e — i f you were 

wearing a shoe w i t h a top on i t laced u p — t o w i t h i n four 

inches o f h i s knee. <, That much of h i s l e g was covered w i t h 

u l c e r s . 

Marce l lo : What over treatments d i d you see being used t o t r y and get 

r i d o f t r o p i c a l u lcers? 

Rea: They'd wash tbem out w i t h s a l t w a t e r , s a l t y brown water, 

and var ious other t h i n g s . I t h i n k Dr. Hekklng f o r a time 

would go out I n t o the woods and get herbs, k i n d of gather 
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herbs, and made a p o u l t i c e f o r i t . And, o f course, the 

n a t i v e treatment over there was t o take a banana l e a f and 

cover the area, t o sea l i t o f f t o keep the f l i e s and so 

on from f u r t h e r i n f e c t i o n . 

Did you ever see men use maggots t o t r y and eat out t h a t 

dead f l e sh? 

I d i d n ' t witness i f myself , but I heard about i t being done. 

I assume t h a t another one of the h i g k i l l e r s was dysentery. 

Yes, dysentery, I t h i n k , was the number one k i l l e r . 

But there was one of the o f f i c e r s i n the group t h a t 

was a l l e r g i c t o q u i n i n e , and, o f course, i f you took 

m a l a r i a and d i d n ' t have anything to counteract i t , you 

d i d n ' t l a s t v e r y Ipog, So he d i d n ' t l a s t very long a f t e r 

tha ma lar ia a t tacks s t a r t e d . 

But the dyseptery was , . , w e l l , when they l o s t 

i n t e r e s t i n t a k i n g care of the s t e r i l i z a t i o n o f the ea t ing 

ins truments and so on i s when i t took over. They l o s t 

i n t e r e s t o f being s a n i t a r y . 

Were there any remedies f o r dysentery, t h a t i s , once you 

had i t ? 

I t h i n k t h i s again i s one of the. t h i n g s t h a t Dr. Hekklng 

p r e s c r i b e d , i s t h i s charcoal frpm burnt r i c e . 

Hovr s i c k d i d a man have to be i n order t o be kept o f f the 

r a f l r p a d dur ing phis period? 

i f he was running a high f e ve r , and i f he was i n a deep 
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sweat or something l i k e t h a t , they would l e t him make 

s i c k leave. I f he had dysentery and he was i n a weakened 

c o n d i t i o n and he couldn't make i t , they'd l e t him be o f f 

from work through t h a t . But unless you had some outward 

appearance of r e a l l y being s i c k , you j u s t d i d n ' t even t r y . 

Who u l t i m a t e l j ^ : determined whether you were s i c k enough to 

s tay o f f the j o b or w e l l enough t o work? 

Most o f the time the doctors in tervened f o r us—what doctors 

we had. I f he sa id we wasn't able to go ou t , they'd l i s t e n 

t o the doctors more than they would maybe to one of the 

o f f i c e r s i n charge o f the working p a r t i e s . Occasionally, 

when a person would go out on working p a r t y , and he got 

t o where he became nauseated or s i c k out t h e r e , they would 

l e t him come i n . This happened some occasions. 

But, u l t i m a t e l y , wasn't i t the Japanese or the Korean guard, 

h i m s e l f , who determined who was s i c k enough and w e l l enough 

t o work? I n other words, i f t h a t guard needed some men 

on a work d e t a i l , they had no compunction about coming 

through the h o s p i t a l ward and p u l l i n g out some a d d i t i o n a l 

men, d i d they? 

Yes, e s p e c i a l l y i f there was, say, a t r u c k l o a d o f s t u f f 

t h a t came through, k i t c h e n suppl ies or something l i k e t h a t . 

Anybody t h a t he could get t h a t was a v a i l a b l e , regardless 

o f h i s c o n d i t i o n , i f he could do any work a t a l l , he would 

get him out there doing i t i f there was a need f o r i t . 
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M a r c e l l o ! L i k e you ment ioned a w h i l e ago, i f you were s i c k enough 

t o s t a y o f f t h e j o b , what l i t t l e r a t i o n s you r e c e i v e d a r e 

c u t even f u r t h e r , 

Rea: Tha t ' s t r u e . I was f o r t u n a t e , I guess, i n a sense, because 

I wasn' t as s i c k as some o f them. I d i d n ' t g e t d y s e n t e r y 

because I guess I was o v e r - c a u t i o u s about always t r y i n g 

t o s t e r i l i z e my e a t i n g gear more t h a n anybody e l s e . Even 

i f t h e r e wasn't any h o t w a t e r o r a n y t h i n g a v a i l a b l e t o 

s t e r i l i z e i t , i f t h e r e was an open f lame o r a h o t c o a l 

anyp lace t h a t I c o u l d s e t my e a t i n g equipment i n , mess k i t 

o r a n y t h i n g , I t r i e d t o laake i t t o where I coikld make sure 

t h e y ' d be s t e r i l i z e d . 

M a r c e l l o : I ' v e a l s o heard i t s a i d t h a t most o f t h e peop le t r i e d t o 

s t a y o u t o f t h e h o s p i t a l h u t i f t h e y p o s s i b l y c o u l d . E v i d e n t l y , 

t h a t was j u s t n o t a v e r y p l e a s a n t p l a c e t o be, s i c k o r n o t . 

Rea: W e l l , f o r t u n a t e l y , a g a i n , I wasn't i n b u t one h o s p i t a l camp. 

But one o f t h e c l o s e s t f r i e n d s t h a t I had d u r i n g my Army 

l i f e , I guess, t h a t I s t a r t e d o u t w i t h , was a boy f r o m 

P l a i n v l e w , Ed W i l s o n , t h a t was k i l l e d w h i l e i n a h o s p i t a l 

camp by m i s t a k e n l y d r o p p i n g bombs on a h o s p i t a l area r a t h e r 

t h a n . . . t h e y d i d n ' t know what i t was. They were pumping 

w a t e r f o r . . . i t was one o f t hese two-man, hand'-pump t h i n g s . 

And t h e w a t e r tower t h a t t h e y had f o r t h e h o s p i t a l t h e r e 

was e v i d e n t l y t a k e n as maybe a machine gun emplacement o r 

someth ing . But t h e y dropped a bomb, and he was u n f o r t u n a t e . 
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They j u a t c u t t h e top p a r t o f h i s back o u t w±th s h r a p n e l . 

T h i s happened, I t h i n k , as I spoke o f e a r l i e r , i n my h i s t o r y 

o f t h e b a r b e r customers T had. I e n t e r e d t h e d a t e o f h i s 

d e a t h by h i s name t h e r e on t h a t h i s t o r y shee t . 

Now were, you i n a h o s p i t a l camp y o u r s e l f when t h i s t ook 

p l a c e ? 

No, I came i n t o t h e same camp he was i n something l i k e 

two weeks I n t e r f o r n s h o r t t i m e . I was t h e r e , oh, f o u r 

o r f i v e days . 

Now T won ld assume t h a t f o o d was v e r y s c a r c e , t o o , w i t h 

t h e coming o f t h e monsoon season. I t was h a r d t o ge t 

s u p p l i e s f r o m t h e base camp up t o t h e camps where t h e 

p r i s o n e r s were d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 

There a g a i n , t h e knowledge o f t h e Dutch d o c t o r , Dr. Hekk ing , 

was i ^ O i t t a n t . He would t a k e f o u r o r f i v e men o u t i n t o t h e 

j u n g l e and g a t h e r green v e g e t a t i o n t h a t he knew was e d i b l e 

and b r i n g i t i n and p r e p a r e f o o d f r o m t h a t t h a t was ga thered 

o u t i n t h e j u n g l e i t s e l f , He was w e l l ^ e n o u g h a c q u a i n t e d 

w i t h t h e j u n g l e growth, t h a t he knew what was e d i b l e and 

what was s a f e t o e a t . I don ' t r e c a l l h a v i n g a r e a l s h o r t a g e 

w i t h r i c e , h u t , o f cour se , i t was c u t hack some due t o 

t h e f a c t they- c o u l d n ' t g e t i t t o us d u r i n g t h e monsoon season. 

D i d you ever see cases d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d where men s i m p l y 

gave up and d i ed? 

Yes. 
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M a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e how you c o u l d t e l l when somebody had l i t e r a l l y 

g i v e n up t h e w i l l t o l i v e . 

Rea: You f i r s t n o t i c e d I t i n t h e p e r s o n a l h yg i en e o f t h e person 

h i m s e l f . He'd b e g i n t o ge t l a x i n t a k i n g care o f h i m s e l f 

i n h i s body c l e a n l i n e s s , i n h i s e a t i n g equipment. When 

t h e y g o t t o t h a t e x t e n t , u n l e s s somebody t o o k over f o r them, 

i t j u s t t o o k over p r e t t y f a s t . 

M a r c e l l o : How about i n terms o f e a t i n g ? Would t h e y e a t d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d , o r would t h e y more o r l e s s l o s e i n t e r e s t i n food? 

Rea; E v e n t u a l l y , t h e y l o s t I n t e r e s t i n i t — j u s t gave up a l f 

t o g e t h e r . 

M a r c e l l o : I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g you c o u l d do t o snap them ou t o f t h i s 

s t a t e ? 

Rea: To a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , I t h i n k , we c o u l d encourage one ano ther 

t h i s way. We t r i e d t o . A g a i n , t h i s i s where t h e buddy 

system would h e l p o u t . I f t h e o t h e r one c o u l d t e l l t h a t 

he m i g h t be a b l e t o a s s i s t h i s buddy by b r i n g i n g s t u f f t o 

h i m t o b r i n g h im t h r o u g h a depressed t i m e o r s i c k n e s s , 

someth ing l i k e t h a t , t h i s h e l p e d , 

M a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e what t h e b u r i a l d e t a i l s were l i k e because I'm 

s u r e you d i d l o s e a l o t o f men d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . What 

was t h e procedure? 

Rea: The a r e a where i t began t o happen i s p r o b a b l y t h e t h i r d 

o r f o u r t h camp. The deeper we went i n t o t h e j u n g l e , more 

p e r s o n n e l d i e d f r o m i t . I t wou ld f i r s t s t a r t when t h e i r 
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p e r s o n a l hyg i ene would f a l l o f f , and t h e y d i d n ' t t a k e care 

o f t hemse lves . Dysen t e ry would s e t I n , and t h e y would j u s t 

d e h y d r a t e . The f i r s t t h i n g you know, t h e y ' d b e g i n t o ge t 

where t h e y ' d be unconsc ious , and f o r a t i m e t h e y ' d j u s t 

l a y w l t h l m o s t i r o f t h e body. The mouth would drop open, 

and sometimes t h e eyes w o u l d n ' t c l o s e . When t h i s happened 

i t I n d i c a t e d t h a t d e a t h was j u s t n o t t o o f a r away. 

Then when dea th d i d o c c u r , we wou ld t a k e p i e c e s o f 

bamboo and c u t us a l a r g e p i e c e o f bamboo and t h e n make 

a mat t o p l a c e them on and t h e n cover them w i t h t h e i r 

b l a n k e t and j u s t l o w e r them i n t o a p a r t i a l l y dug h o l e or 

g r a v e . I t d i d n ' t have t o be any c e r t a i n d e p t h . I t was 

j u s t down . . . you know, I f o r g e t how deep i t was. Then 

f o r a t i m e , wê  always t r i e d t o have a l i t t l e g r a v e s i d e 

ceremony and t h e n p l a c e e i t h e r a wooden c r o s s or something 

t o t h a t e f f e c t , I have gone I n t o t h e j u n g l e m y s e l f and 

g a t h e r e d t h e s m a l l l i m b s o f bamboo, w h i c h was k i n d o f palm 

l e a f , t h i n g s , and so ar range i t i n t o a w r e a t h I f I c o u l d 

f i n d w i l d f l o w e r s and t i e i t t o g e t h e r . I made some o f them 

p e r s o n a l l y , m y s e l f . 

M a r c e l l o : I guess t h a t d i g g i n g a grave was r e l a t i v e l y t ough work , 

c o n s i d e r i i i g t h e p h y s i c a l s t a t e t h a t a l o t o f t h e p r i s o n e r s 

were i n , 

Rea: Yes, i n t h e area we were i n , some o f i t was r o c k y , and some 

o f i t was d i f f i c u l t t o d i g i n , . . even r o o t s and so on. 
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M a r c e l l o : Were c a r e f u l r e c o r d s k e p t on t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e s e g r a v e s i t e s ? 

Rea: Tree t r u n k s were marked a t t h e b e g i n n i n g , b u t i t has been 

my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t a f t e r t h e r a i l r o a d c l o s e d up and was 

gone, sometime o r a n o t h e r someone has gone t h r o u g h and 

d e s t r o y e d a l l ev idence o f any mark ings t h a t m igh t have 

been t h e r e . 

M a r c e l l o : I n August o f 1943, Dr. Lumpkin d i e d . Were you i n t h e same 

camp as Dr. Lumpkin when he d ied? 

Rea: No, 1 was n o t . I-iremember h i s d e a t h , b u t he was connected 

w i t h a h o s p i t a l camp, 

M a r c e l l o ; Now sometime d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , you e v i d e n t l y go t o f f t h e 

r a i l r o a d and were w o r k i n g on t h e k i t c h e n d e t a i l ? 

Rea: Yes, i t was m a i n l y because I was d o i n g some work c u t t i n g 

h a i r d u r i n g t h e t i m e when I was o f f . Then a g a i n , t hose 

t h a t l o s t so much s t r e n g t h t h r o u g h heavy p e r s p i r a t i o n , 

t h e d o c t o r s recommended g i v i n g them l i g h t d u t y work , and 

t h a t was when I was p u t i n . I was one o f t h o s e , Due t o 

t h e f a c t w i t h sun exposure and heavy p e r s p i r a t i o n l o s s , 

I was p u t on l i g h t d u t y , and t h i s i s t h e a c t i v i t y t h a t 

I g o t i n t o , 

M a r c e l l o : l*Jhat k i n d o f work would you he d o i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n ? 

Rea: Cooking r i c e , w h i c h was b u i l d i n g a f i r e under t h e s e b i g 

p o t s . , We'd p u t t h r e e o n e - g a l l o n b u c k e t s o f w a t e r t o one 

o n e - g a l l o n bucke t o f r i c e i n t h e r e and c i r c u l a t e i t enough 

t o where t h e t r a s h and so on would be formed a t t h e t o p . 
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and t h e n we'd j u s t k i n d o f s k im t h a t o f f t o ge t r i d o f t h e 

c h a f f , hugs, t r a s h , worms, as much as we c o u l d . I n some 

a r e a s , a f t e r i t was cooked, t h e men would t a k e t h e i r wa t e r 

o u t o f t h e canteen and pour enough w a t e r over i t t o f l o a t 

t h e w e e v i l s o u t o f i t and t h e n s k im t h a t o f f , t o o i A l s o , 

we were p e e l i n g p o t a t o e s and p r e p a r i n g t h i s green v e g e t a t i o n 

t h a t I spoke o f e a r l i e r . 

M a r c e l l o : D i d a l l t h e f o o d come f r o m a c e n t r a l s u p p l y house t h a t t h e 

Japanese m a i n t a i n e d ? 

Rea: W e l l , a f t e r t h e r a i l r o a d was comple ted enough t o b r i n g loads 

o f f o o d i n by r a i l , i t was b r o u g h t i n by r a i l . And a f t e r 

t h a t happened, t h e monsoon season d i d n ' t have as much b e a r i n g 

on t h e s h o r t a g e o f f o o d as i t d i d p r i o r t o i t . 

M a r c e l l o : I wou ld assume t h a t t h e r e was a c e r t a i n amount o f p r e s s u r e 

i n v o l v e d w i t h w o r k i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n . D i d you always have 

t o f a c e t h e a c c u s a t i o n o r t h e s u s p i c i o n t h a t maybe you were 

l i v i n g j u s t a l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r t h a n t h e guy who was w o r k i n g 

on t h e r a i l r o a d and t h i n g s o f t h i s n a t u r e ? 

Rea: I t h i n k t h a t o c c u r r e d w i t h a l o t o f them. They t h o u g h t , 

" W e l l , he's f o r t u n a t e . He don ' t have t o do t h a t . " But 

s t i l l , t h e r e ' s o t h e r s t h a t d i d n ' t want t o ge t i n v o l v e d i n 

t h a t . But I t h i n k t h e r e was maybe a f e e l i n g sometimes 

t h a t maybe t h e y were b e i n g showed a l i t t l e p a r t i a l i t y . 

M a r c e l l o : Now you ment ioned e a r l i e r , I t h i n k , t h a t one o f your j o b s 

wou ld be t o c a r r y t h e r i c e f r o m t h e k i t c h e n o u t t o t h e men 
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w o r k i n g on t h e d e t a i l . What was t h e t e m p t a t i o n i n s n i t c h i n g 

a l i t t l e b i t o f f o o d , so t o speak, on y o u r way o u t t he re? 

I assume t h e r e would be nobody around you , and nobody would 

know about i t excep t you and y o u r p a r t n e r . 

Rea: W e l l , t h e r e m i g h t have been t h a t t h a t happened i n some 

i n s t a n c e s , b u t I don ' t r e c a l l t h a t even e n t e r i n g my mind 

as t o what we'd do on t h e way o u t o r coming i n . We never 

d i d b r i n g a n y t h i n g back. I t was always an empty c o n t a i n e r 

when we came back. 

M a r c e l l o : How i m p o r t a n t does r e l i g i o n become under these c i r c u n s t a n c e s ? 

Or wou ld t h i s be an i n d i v i d u a l t h i n g ? 

Rea: 1 t h i n k i t was more o r l e s s an i n d i v i d u a l t h i n g . I t i s 

what you've been b r o u g h t up t o be o r how you'd been t r a i n e d 

i n younger l i f e . I count i t as one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t 

b r o u g h t me t h r o u g h , I don ' t say t h a t t h a t was i t e n t i r e l y , 

b u t I t h i n k t h a t t h a t was . . . i t c r e a t e d hope. 

M a r c e l l o : How much o f a prob lem were such t h i n g s as r a t s and bedbugs 

and l i c e ? Now we t a l k e d about bedbugs e a r l i e r when we were 

back i n Changl , b u t how much o f a p r o b l e m i n these camps 

a r e r a t s o r t h o s e ever^-present bedbugs and t h a t s o r t o f 

t h i n g ? 

Rea: W e l l , as f a r as r a t s a r e concerned , we weren ' t b o t h e r e d 

w i t h t h a t i n t h e j u n g l e near as much as we were t h e bedbugs. 

As I spoke o f e a r l i e r , some o f the camps we went i n t o 

e v i d e n t l y had been occup ied by n a t i v e p e r s o n n e l o r p r e v i o u s 
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p e o p l e t h a t had t h e bedbugs ±n t h e i r gear , 

I remember one p a r t i c u l a r camp t h a t we were i n t h a t 

we g o t i n t h e r e l a t e o f an a f t e r n o o n , and, o f c o u r s e , we 

a l l spread our s t u f f o u t j u s t l i k e we had ±n a l l o t h e r 

h u t s . But i n t h e n i g h t , t h e bedbugs was so bad t h a t we 

hsd t o g e t o u t o f t h e bunks and ge t o u t on t h e ground and 

t r y t o shake them o f f o f our b l a n k e t s because t h e y were 

j u s t a b s o l u t e l y r u n n i n g us ragged . I t seemed l i k e t h e y 

was a l l o ye r you. We came t o f i n d o u t t h a t t h o s e t h a t 

had been l e f t t h e r e was s t a r v e d f o r b l d o d . They're a b l o o d 

s u c k e r , you know-, and they were s t a r v e d f o r b l o o d . When 

any new b l o o d would come i n , t h e y was a f t e r i t ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

M a r c e l l o ; Were you ever i n any camp whJare t h e y had a c h o l e r a scare? 

I u n d e r s t a n d when some o f t h e men were a t t h e 105 K i l o Camp, 

t h e r e had been a c h o l e r a s c a r e . Are you f a m i l i a r w i t h t h a t 

o r aware o f i t ? 

E,ea: Yes, we had a c h o l e r a s c a r e , and I t h i n k , i f I'm n o t m i s t a k e n , 

we were g i v e n c h o i e r s s h o t s . 

M a r c e l l o : E v i d e n t l y , t h i s was someth ing , t h e n , t h a t t h e Japanese were 

v e r y , v e r y scared o f , t o o . 

Rea; They were, iThey s u r e were. I n o t h e r words , i f t h e r e was 

areas where c h o l e r a had been found t o have been t h e r e , 

d iagnosed as i t b e i n g a c h o l e r a case, t h e y s t a y e d away 

f r o m i t , They d i J n ' t go near i t , 

M a r c e l l o ; D u r i n g t h i s v e r y t r y i n g p e r i o d , what k i n d o f q u a l i t i e s o f 
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l e a d e r s h i p were t h e o f f i c e r e x h i b i t i n g ? 

Rea; W e i l , i n t h e j u n g l e a r e a , t h e y were s t i l l w i t h us and was 

i n charge o f t h e w o r k i n g p a r t i e s . I n o t h e r words , as we 

went o u t t o t h e w o r k i n g a r e a s , t h e y were i n charge o f us. 

They were , as we s a i d p r e v i o u s l y , t h e n e g o t i a t o r s between 

t h e guards and t h e w o r k i n g group. 

M a r c e l l o : I guess what I was t r y i n g t o say i s , under t h e s e c i r cums tances 

were t h e y p r o v i d i n g I n s p i r i n g l e a d e r s h i p as much as c o u l d 

be expected? 

Rea: I wou ld say, y e s , because we s o r t o f spoke o f S t e n s l a n d 

e a r l i e r . He was o u t t o make i t e a s i e r i n any way he c o u l d . 

And a l l o t h e r o f f i c e r s t h a t was i n charge had t h e same 

a t t i t u d e , a l t h o u g h t h e y were n o t as f o r c e f u l as he was. 

I n o t h e r words , he was a s t r o n g c o n t e n d e r i n g e t t i n g h i s 

way i f he c o u l d ge t i t a t l a l l . I f he c o u l d conv ince them 

by b e i n g a l i t t l e more v o c a l about i t o r d e m o n s t r a t i v e 

about i t , he'd do so. 

M a r c e l l o : D i d you have v e r y much c o n t a c t w i t h t h e Japanese o r t h e 

Korean guards d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d ? 

Rea: Only i f you had an o c c a s i o n t o maybe be s i c k o r have t o 

go t o one t o g e t p e r m i s s i o n t o go back t o camp o r be 

r e l i e v e d o f t h e a r e a you were i n . I f you s t a y e d on t h e 

j o b w i t h t h e group t o where t h e y were n o t h a v i n g t o 

p e r s o n a l l y l o o k i n t o a n y t h i n g t h a t you were d o i n g , t h e y 

dldn?;t b o t h e r you much. But when you became i n a s i t u a t i o n 
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t o where i t was you as an i n d i v i d u a l , t h e y t o o k an i n t e r e s t . 

I f you d i d someth ing t h a t g o t t h e i r a t t e n t i o n and t h e y 

o b j e c t e d t o , t h e y ' d l e t you know t h e y were t h e r e t h e n . 

But ss a normal t h i n g , i f you were i n t h e group , and t h e 

group as a whole was g o i n g a l o n g and t h i n g s were smooth, 

t h e y d i d n ' t b o t h e r you t o o much. 

I n t h e even t t h a t one had been s i n g l e d o u t sometime 

i n p a r t i c u l a r f o r some p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g , t h e y was t h e 

f i r s t one t h a t t h e y always e n c o u n t e r e d . They was on t h e 

l o o k o u t f o r t h a t , w e l l , I ' d say, one p r o b l e m maker o r 

someth ing o r ano ther .> Once you g o t t h e i r a t t e n t i o n , 

t h e y never d i d f o r g e t you. 

M s r c e l l o ? 1 wou ld assume t h s t d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t h e monsoon 

season and t h e "Speedo" campaign, t h e s e guards were s u f f e r i n g 

t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , t o o , X guess t h e c o n d i t i o n s weren ' t 

e x a c t l y t o p g r e a t f o r them. 

Rea; Yes, i t was problems f o r them t o s u r v i v e . There was one 

t h i n g t h a t I ment ioned b e f o r e , t h a t p o s s i b l y c o u l d be b r o u g h t 

i n h)a,re, - t h a t we n o t i c e d t h e Japanese e n d u r i n g . The d o c t o r s 

had warped us t h a t when we l a i d down a t n i g h t t o never l a y 

down w i t h o u t someth ing ac ros s t h e stomach, e i t h e r a l i g h t 

b l a n k e t o r something j u s t a c r o s s your stomach t o keep you 

f r o m h a v i n g what t h e y c a l l e d a c h i l l e d stomach. T h i s s t a r t e d 

d i a r r h e a o r d y s e n t e r y , and, e v i d e n t l y , t h e Japanese were 

a f f e c t e d t h e same way because t h e y wore a k i n d o f a k n i t 
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band around t h e i r stomach a l l t h e t i m e o u t i n t h e j u n g l e . 

I t was t o keep t h a t p o r t i o n o f t h e i r body warm, 1 guess, 

b u t i t was j u s t a k i n d o f a sweater o r k n i t t h i n g t h a t 

i t a lways p r o t r u d e d o u t o f t h e t o p o f t h e i r t r o u s e r s . 

You ment ioned t h a t , a t one p o i n t d u r i n g y o u r s t a y i n t he 

j u n g l e , you were sen t back t o a h o s p i t a l camp:i D e s c r i b e 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s under w h i c h t h i s o c c u r r e d . 

W e l l , I ' d become b o t h e r e d w i t h t h e s w e l l i n g i n my l e g s t o 

t h e e x t e n t t h a t I c o u l d n ' t h a r d l y c o n t i n u e t o work , and 

t h e y s e n t me back t h e r e t o where 1 c o u l d g e t some t r e a t m e n t . 

T h i s i s one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t t h e y wou ld l o o k a t as an 

o b s e r v a t i o n — i f you weren ' t a b l e t o work because you had l o t s 

o f s w e l l i n g ev idence i n y o u r l e g s . 

They c o u l d see t h i s , t h a t i s , t h e guards c o u l d observe 

t h i s . 

Yes. So I was sen t back f o r t h i s . 

Now when you say you were s e n t back . . . 

Sent back t o t h e h o s p i t a l camp. 

Do you know a t wh ich p a r t i c u l a r l o c a t i o n t h i s camp was? 

I b e l i e v e t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y was a t t h e 50 K i l o , and t h i s 

was p r o b a b l y back about t h e 25 K i l o Camp. 

D e s c r i b e what c o n d i t i o n s were l i k e i n t h i s h o s p i t a l camp. 

W e l l , t h e y was s i m i l a r t o t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y , excep t you 

weren ' t c a l l e d out d a l l y f o r work, you know, e a r l y and 

l a t e hours l i k e we d i d when you were i n t h e w o r k i n g camp. 
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But I f you were a b l e t o do any l i g h t d u t y work , t h e y m igh t 

come and ge t you t o do t h a t . For i n s t a n c e , l i k e I spoke 

o f e a r l i e r , t h e crew t h a t was pumping w a t e r , t h e y had been 

t h r o u g h a m a l a r i a a t t a c k , I t h i n k , and s e n t back t o t h e 

h o s p i t a l camp, and t h i s m i g h t have been what b r o u g h t me 

back t h e r e . I don ' t r e c a l l e x a c t l y . But i f t h e y were a b l e 

t o do l i g h t d u t y work f o r maybe an hour o r so, two h o u r s , 

t h e y ' d come and ge t you t o do t h e s e t h i n g s . 

M a r c e l l o : What were y o u r r a t i o n s l i k e when you were s en t back t o a 

h o s p i t a l camp? 

Rea: I t was some d i f f e r e n c e t o what i t was i n t h e w o r k i n g camp. 

But I do r e c a l l w h i l e I was i n t h a t camp a t t h a t tlLme, when 

we went back t o t h e h o s p i t a l camp, we were p u t i n w i t h 

E n g l i s h , A u s t r a l i a n s , o r Dutch o r whatever was. We weren ' t 

k e p t t o g e t h e r as a u n i t l i k e we w a s — t h e Americans h e r e , 

t h e A u s t r a l i a n s t h e r e , and so on. We were thrown t o g e t h e r 

i n t h e h o s p i t a l camp. 

But t h e most v i v i d memory I have i s o f an o l ' A u s t r a l i a n 

, , . two o f them. Inhere t h e y g o t h o l d o f t h e f o o d t h a t 

t h e y were p r e p a r i n g , I don ' t k n o w — w h e t h e r i t come f r o m 

t h e k i t c h e n o r what . But t h e y had green tomatoes and o n i o n s . 

Where t h e y go t t h e o n i o n s , I don ' t know t h a t , e i t h e r . But 

t h e y b u i l t a f i r e o u t a t t h e end o f t h e b a r r a c k s and was 

c o o k i n g t h o s e — f r y i n g those on ions and tomatoes t o g e t h e r . 
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And t h a t was t h e most p l e a s a n t aroma I remember w h i l e I 

was i n POW camp. I t sure was a p p e t i z i n g , b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

I d i d n ' t g e t any o f i t . 

l^hat f o o d d i d you seem t o be c r a v i n g t h e most? 

I c r a v e d s a l t more t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e , due t o t h e l o s s o f 

so much o f i t , I guess. 

What k i n d o f t r e a t m e n t would you r e c e i v e here a t t h i s h o s p i t a l 

camp? Or was i t s i m p l y a p l a c e t o r e s t , and t h a t was about 

i t ? 

W e l l , s i n c e t h i s k i n d o f r e f r e s h e d my m i nd , I t h i n k I was 

s e n t t o t h e camp w i t h a m a l a r i a a t t a c k , due t o t h e f a c t 

t h a t t h e y d i d n ' t have a s u f f i c i e n t amount o f me d i c in e a t 

t h e camp, and t h e y d i d have i n t h e h o s p i t a l camp t o t r e a t 

t h e m a l a r i a . 

D i d t h e y have a d o c t o r o r a medic o r a c o m b i n a t i o n o f b o t h 

a t one o f t hese h o s p i t a l camps? 

As b e s t I remember, i t was a c o m b i n a t i o n o f b o t h , 

Now I knftw t h a t on a l o t o f o c c a s i o n s t h e h o s p i t a l camps 

were u s u a l l y n o t h i n g more t h a n d e a t h camps, They would 

send p e o p l e t h e r e who had no hope o f r e c o v e r i n g . What 

was t h e g e n e r a l c o n d i t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e a t t h i s h o s p i t a l 

camp where you were l o c a t e d ? 

W e l l , f o r t u n a t e l y , I d i d n ' t g e t i n t o t h e a rea where t h e 

r e a l had p a t i e p t s were. I never was t a k e n t h e r e , so t o 

say what happened t o them a f t e r t h e y g o t i n t h i s c o n d i t i o n , 
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1 d o n ' t have t h a t knowledge. 

How l o n g d i d you s t a y a t t h i s h o s p i t a l camp? 

J u s t about a week. 

And t h e n d i d you r e j o i n your o r i g i n a l group? 

X went back t o t h e same area I came f r o m . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , were a l l o f t h e members o f your l i t t l e c l i q u e 

w e l l and good a t t h i s t ime? Had you l o s t anybody o u t o f 

y o u r l i t t l e group? 

Not t h a t I have any knowledge o f — t h a t was i n our p a r t i c u l a r 

g r o u p , t h a t i s , t h e o r i g i n a l group t h a t l e f t B i c y c l e Camp. 

I'm s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r r i n g t o t h e s m a l l e r group o f men who 

l o o k e d o u t f o r one a n o t h e r . You ment ioned y o u r s e l f and 

E l c h o r s t , and I t h i n k you s a i d t h e r e were maybe two o t h e r 

p e o p l e i n t h i s group. 

None o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l o s e group had a n y t h i n g happen 

t o them a t t h a t t i m e . 

And so were you r e u n i t e d w i t h them again? 

Yes, 

T h i s i s j u s t something t o s a t i s f y my own c u r i o s i t y . I ' v e 

h e a r d some o f t h e p r i s o n e r s t a l k about a c t u a l l y s p l i t t i n g 

paper i n o r d e r t o make c i g a r e t t e s . Do you remember p r i s o n e r s 

d o i n g t h a t ? 

Not i n p a r t i c u l a r . I s t i l l had my s e r v i c e t e s t a m e n t , and 

a l o t o f them had a s e r v i c e t e s t a m e n t w i t h them t h a t t hey 

t o r e i t up and used i t f o r c i g a r e t t e paper . But I s t i l l 
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have t h e o r i g i n a l one t h a t I was g i v e n when we l e f t Camp 

B o w t e — s t i l l i n my p o s s e s s i o n . But I do know t h a t t h e r e 

was a l l t y p e ^ o f paper used f o r c i g a r e t t e paper . 

I ' v e a l s o heard i t s a i d t h a t t h a t s o - c a l l e d "wog" tobacco 

t h a t t h e y o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e n a t i v e s was r a t h e r p o t e n t s t u f f . 

W e l l , I wasn't a heavy smoker, so I d i d n ' t . . . I smoked 

a l i t t l e b i t J u s t when . . . as I ment ioned e a r l i e r about 

when we'd have these breaks i n our work a r e a , we'd smoke 

t o keep t h e s e p a r t i c u l a r I n s e c t s f r o m s t i n g i n g us so. 

Okay, now between October and January o f 1943 and 1944, 

t h e groups were moved ou t o f t h e j u n g l e because t h e r a i l r o a d 

was v i r t u a l l y comple te . 1 t h i n k t h e y l e f t some d e t a i l s 

b e h i n d t o c u t wood and ge t i n v o l v e d i n maintenance and t h i n g s 

o f t h a t n a t u r e . Do you r e c a l l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s under which 

you l e f t t h e r a i l r o a d and go t o u t o f t h e j u n g l e ? 

I don ' t know t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t caused me t o be i n a 

group t h a t l e f t t h e r e , b u t I was i n t h e group t h a t d i d l e a v e . 

There was a number o f them t h a t was k e p t t h e r e f o r wood 

d e t a i l and,-as you s a i d , maintenance . And we went i n t o a 

camp i n T h a i l a n d a t t h a t t i m e . 

Was i t Kanchanaburl? 

Kanchanabur l i s c o r r e c t . 

Tha t was a l a r g e camp, was i t n o t ? 

Very l a r g e . And even a f t e r we g o t t h e r e , we was s t i l l b u i l d i n g 

more h u t s o u t o f bamboo and t h a t c h e d r o o f s and so on. 
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By t h i s t i m e , you had l e a r n e d how t o b u i l d t hose h u t s y o u r s e l f ? 

We were b e g i n n i n g t o l e a r n . We l e a r n e d t h e r e . I worked 

on some o f them m y s e l f . 

I guess whian you were g o i n g t h r o u g h t h e j u n g l e , most o f 

t h o s e camps had been p r e - b u l l t by n a t i v e s and so on. And 

l i k e you men t ioned , I guess even some o f t h e n a t i v e - : l a b o r 

had used those camps. 

T h i s was t h e f i r s t a r ea where I was d e s i g n a t e d as a b a r b e r 

o n l y . We would c u t h a i r and shave a l l day l o n g . 

A g a i n , were you c h a r g i n g t w e n t y - f i v e c e n t s a whack? 

No, t h i s was j u s t p a r t o f our work team. There were some 

30,000 p r i s o n e r s t h e r e , and t h e r e was an area where t h e y 

went t o t h a t had about seven o r e i g h t p e o p l e t h a t were 

s h a v i n g . We were r e q u i r e d t o keep c lose - shaved a t t h a t 

t i m e , and t h i s was b e f o r e t h e y r e q u i r e d t h e c l i p p i n g o f 

t h e head. But 1 was p u t i n w i t h t h e E n g l i s h and A u s t r a l i a n 

b a r b e r s t o c u t h a i r o f a l l t h e p r i s o n e r s t h e r e . 

How d i d t h i s come about? 

W e l l , I guess I was d e s i g n a t e d , o r t h e y asked f o r people 

t h a t c o u l d do t h a t and had t h e equipment , and I s t i l l had 

a s c i s s o r s , comb, and a p a i r o f hand c l i p p e r s . 

Was your h e a l t h p r e t t y good a t t h i s t ime? 

C o m p a r a t i v e l y good. And a g a i n , i t was, I guess, ano ther 

a rea where i t was c o n s i d e r e d l i g h t d u t y — l i g h t d u t y work. 

W e l l , Kanchanabur i was c l o s e r t o c i v i l i z a t i o n , so I guess 
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Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c d i l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

t h e f o o d was a l o t b e t t e r h e r e , wasn' t i t ? 

Yes, t h e f o o d Improved t h e r e . I'm n o t sure what r i v e r i t 

was t h a t we were c l o s e t o t h e r e , b u t i n t h e a f t e r n o o n , 

a f t e r t h e work was a l l f l n l n s h e d , t h e y ' d t a k e us down t o 

t h e r i v e r s h o r e , and we'd b a t h e i n t h a t r i v e r . Was t h i s 

t h e R i v e r Kwai, a b ranch o f i t ? 

W e l l , I don ' t t h i n k t h e r e i s such a r i v e r as t h e R i v e r Kwai, 

b u t I t h i n k i t i s t h a t r i v e r upon w h i c h t h a t movie was based. 

But I know, t o me, i t was a welcome t h i n g because w o r k i n g 

a l l day w i t h , c u t t i n g h a i r , i t j u s t s t u c k t o y o u , j u s t caked 

on y o u , h a v i n g no s h i r t o r a n y t h i n g on, and t o go down and 

g e t t h a t h a i r washed o f f o f you i n t h a t r i v e r was a g r e a t 

f e e l i n g Cdhuekle) . 

How d i d t h e f o o d d i f f e r he re as compared t o what i t was 

i n t h e j u n g l e ? 

A l i t t l e b e t t e r grade o f r i c e and p o s s i b l y a l i t t l e more 

meat. 

Wasn't t h e r e a l s o a canteen e s t a b l i s h e d here? 

Yes, you c o u l d buy c e r t a i n i t e m s . T h i s i s where you c o u l d 

buy some o f t h i s s h i n t a g a r , we c a l l e d i t . 

Tha t ' s t h e brown sugar? 

Tha t ' s t h e brown sugar . 

How about eggs? I u n d e r s t a n d t h e y were a d e l i c a c y i n any 

o f t hese camps. Was I t n o t t r u e t h a t you could purchase 

duck eggs a t t h i s canteen? 
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Not as much t h e r e as i t was l a t e r when we go t i n t o Saigon. 

We were b e g i n n i n g t o ge t t h i n g s t h r o u g h t h e canteen t h e r e . 

You ment ioned t h a t you c o u l d purchase t h i n g s i n t h i s canteen. 

Were you p u r c h a s i n g these t h i n g s w i t h t h e Japanese o c c u p a t i o n 

money? 

Yesy. yes . 

And who r a n the canteen? 

W e l l , I t ' d he p u t i n charge o f some i n d i v i d u a l , you know, 

l i k e , one o f t h e o f f i c e r s was i n charge o f i t . I remember 

a f t e r we g o t i n t o French I n d o c h i n a he was t h e manager o f i t . 

W h i l e you were a t Kanchanabur l , d i d you come under any a i r 

r a i d s ? 

No, n o t t o my knowledge. 

How l o n g were you t h e r e a l t o g e t h e r ? 

I t h i n k i t was l e s s t h a n t h r e e months^—not t o o l o n g a t i m e . 

I know t h a t a f t e r t h e y moved p e o p l e o u t o f t h e j u n g l e , t h e y 

were a l s o i n t h e process o f s e n d i n g p e o p l e back t o Japan. 

What were your t h o u g h t s i n terms o f g o i n g back t o Japan? 

W e l l , t h e y ' d g i v e n us t h e speech about g o i n g back t o a 

p l a c e where i t was much b e t t e r f o r you t h a n t h e j u n g l e , 

b u t t h e y d i d n ' t say i t was Japan p r o p e r . They go t a group 

t o g e t h e r and p u t them on t h e t r a i n , and we l e f t Kanchanaburi 

and went t o Bangkok, T h a i l a n d . I remember my t w e n t y - s e v e n t h 

b i r t h d a y was spent i n Bangkok, T h a i l a n d , on t h e way t o . , . 

w e l l , we f i n a l l y wound up i n Saigon. 
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M a r c e l l o : I n o t h e r words , f r o m Kanchanabur i you were p u t on a t r a i n 

t o Bangkok. 

Rea: R i g h t . 

M a r c e l l o : And was i t t h e i r purpose , a t t h a t t i m e , t o s h i p you back 

t o Japan? Or d i d n ' t you know what t h e y were g o i n g t o do 

w i t h you? 

Rea: We d i d n ' t hear t o o much about i t u n t i l we go t i n t o I n d o c h i n a , 

a t Sa igon, 

M a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e t h e t r a i n t r i p f r o m Kanchanabur i t o Bangkok. What 

k i n d o f a t r a i n was t h i s ? 

Rea: W e l l , we l e f t t h e r e a c t u a l l y on f l a t c a r s . I t was j u s t 

a f l a t c a r w i t h s m a l l s i d e b o a r d s on i t . We would t r a v e l 

a t n i g h t , and when we f i r s t s t a r t e d o u t , we would t r a v e l 

some i n t h e l a t e e ven ing . You know, i t was l a t e i n t h e 

e v e n i n g . And t h e n d u r i n g midday . . . I don ' t know whether 

t h e y .had knowledge o f what f l i g h t s t h e y m i g h t encoun ter 

o r when t h e y m igh t be t h e r e o r what , b u t we would t r a v e l 

m o s t l y by n i g h t and some by day. 

M a r c e l l o : Was t h i s a v e r y h a r r o w i n g t r i p ? P h y s i c a l l y t a x i n g ? 

Rea: Not t o o bad, t o my knowledge. They d i d n ' t have us t o o 

crowded. I t was a c o m p a r a t i v e l y p l e a s a n t t r i p u n t i l we 

g o t i n t o t h e area where we had t o s t a r t t o march f r o m 

one p l a c e t o t h e o t h e r t o r e a c h t h e d e s t i n a t i o n we was g o i n g 

t o due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r a i l s had been blown o u t o r 

had been d e s t r o y e d . 
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So by t h i s t i m e t h e n , you must have some s o r t o f an I d e a 

t h a t t h e t i d e o f t h e war i s b e g i n n i n g t o change? 

Yes. They f i n a l l y t o o k us i n t o an a r e a where we go t on 

a r i v e r h o a t and t r a v e l e d about . . . I t h i n k we was on t h a t 

r i v e r b o a t f o r about t h r e e o r f o u r days , and t h i s was a 

p l e a s a n t e x p e r i e n c e . We was on t h e r i v e r b o a t day and n i g h t , 

you know, bunked on i t , s l e p t on i t . And d u r i n g ohr t r i p 

h e r e , we were a b l e t o , a t v a r i o u s t i m e s , buy f r u i t o f 

v a r i o u s k i n d s , bananas . . . m a i n l y bananas. 

Okay, so you f i n a l l y end up i n . . . w e l l , l e t me back up 

a m i n u t e . I know t h a t one group t h a t passed t h r o u g h Bangkok 

was more o r l e s s p u t on a s i d i n g i n t h e r a i l r o a d m a r s h a l i n g 

y a r d s t h e r e a t a t i m e when a l l s o r t s o f a i r r a i d s were 

o c c u r r i n g . Were you a member o f t h i s group? 

No, I wasn't a member o f t h i s group . 

Okay, so you move i n t o Saigon. Where d i d t h e y b i l l e t you 

a f t e r you go t t o Saigon? 

J u s t a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t f r o m t h e docks where we landed o f f 

t h e r i v e r b o a t . 

D e s c r i b e what t h i s compound l o o k e d l i k e f r o m t h e p h y s i c a l 

s t a n d p o i n t . 

W e l l , t h e r e was q u i t e a number o f E n g l i s h and A u s t r a l i a n s 

a l r e a d y t h e r e , and Dutch . Supposedly, t h i s was a d e l a y on 

o u r way t o Japan, and I don ' t know why t h e p l a n s were changed. 

We were under t h e I m p r e s s i o n t h a t we'd be t h e r e o n l y t e m p o r a r i l y 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

and t h e n would board s h i p and c o n t i n u e our t r i p t o Japan. 

I ' d asked you t h i s q u e s t i o n e a r l i e r , and I'm n o t sure you 

answered i t . D i d you want t o go t o Japan? 

Mot p a r t i c u l a r l y , because b e i n g on t h e h i g h seas and w a t e r , 

I d i d n ' t have any d e s i r e f o r t h a t — r e v e r . 

D e s c r i b e what your q u a r t e r s were l i k e , t h e n , he re a t Saigon. 

W e l l , we were upgraded a l i t t l e b i t t o what we had i n t h e 

j u n g l e due t o t h e f a c t t h a t we're i n s t r u c t u r e d h u t s w i t h 

a t i l e r o o f on i t t h a t would shed w a t e r . And i t had doub le -

decks o r two decks o f s l e e p i n g q u a r t e r s i n i t where you 

c o u l d spread your b l a n k e t . And t h e y were boarded up t o where 

you'd spread your b l a n k e t on wooden s l a t s o r these k i n d o f 

f l o o r s , and i t was c o m p a r a t i v e l y c o m f o r t a b l e t o what i t had been. 

You d i d n o t have bunks as such, t hough , d i d you? 

No, you spread your b l a n k e t on f l a t wood. 

How l a r g e a camp was t h i s ? 

W e l l , t o s t a r t w i t h , a f t e r t h e y a l l g o t i n t h e r e , a f t e r 

o u r a r r i v a l and t h e ones t h a t had been t h e r e , I t h i n k t h e 

c a p a c i t y o f ' ; : i t was about 5 , 0 0 0 — E n g l i s h , Du tch , A u s t r a l i a n s , 

Americans . 

Was t h e r e a barbed w i r e f ence around t h i s camp o r a n y t h i n g 

o f t h a t n a t u r e ? 

There was a bamboo fence about n i n e f e e t h i g h w i t h w i r e 

on t op o f i t — b a m b o o p o l e s s t a n d i n g s i d e - b y - s l d e where you 

j u s t c o u l d see t h r o u g h t h e c r a c k s o f i t . 
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D i d y o u r same guards accompany you h e r e t o Saigon, t h a t i s , 

t h e same guards t h a t you perhaps had on t h e r a i l r o a d ? 

Some o f them were. I t seems as though t h e r e was a replacement 

now and t h e n o f some p e r s o n n e l t h a t had been w i t h us. T h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r a rea was t h e f i r s t t i m e I ever encountered b e i n g 

bashed around by Japanese any a t a l l . 

You m i g h t want t o d e s c r i b e t h i s i n c i d e n t . 

W e l l , as I s a i d , I was b e i n g more known as t h e company 

b a r b e r , group b a r b e r . I would c u t h a i r i n t h e morning and 

work i n t h e PX d u r i n g t h e noon hour when t h e y ' d a l l come 

i n f r o m t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y and so on. And we a r e g e t t i n g 

s u p p l i e s t h r o u g h , f r o m t h e o u t s i d e , t h a t t h e y ' d d e l i v e r 

i n t h e r e by , I b e l i e v e , these one-horse c a r t s . C a p t a i n 

Fowler was t h e manager o f t h e can teen a t t h a t t i m e . That 

was b e f o r e t h e o f f i c e r s were t a k e n away f r o m us. And t h e r e 

was about f o u r o r f i v e o f t h o s e l i t t l e one-horse c a r t s 

t h a t came i n w i t h t h e canteen s u p p l i e s on i t , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d 

o f duck eggs, bananas, and t h e r e was a c e r t a i n amount o f 

. . . i t seems l i k e t h e r e was some o f t h a t brown sugar 

s t u f f i n i t and maybe a few o t h e r l i t t l e i t e m s . But m a i n l y 

i t was bananas and duck eggs. And I do remember t h e r e was 

a l o a f o f b r e a d , a s m a l l l o a f o f b r e a d , b e i n g made and 

b r o u g h t i n i n b a s k e t s t h e r e . 

We were t r y i n g t o un load t h i s c a r t , and t h i s l i t t l e 

h o r s e t o l t ~ i t was a s m a l l h o r s e — w a s a c t i n g up q u i t e a 
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l o t . E v i d e n t l y , I t hadn ' t been used f o r t h a t purpose v e r y 

much, b u t , anjnjay, he was a c t i n g up r i g h t smar t . 

And t h i s l i t t l e Japanese guard t h a t was k i n d o f over 

t h e t h i n g — s t r u c k me j u s t about h a l f w a y between my w a i s t 

and s h o u l d e r s — w a g s t a n d i n g t h e r e w i t h a r i f l e . He dec ided 

we wasn't u n l o a d i n g i t f a s t enough, so he hacked up and 

d e c i d e d he'd work me over by s l a p p i n g me. And he had t o 

r e a c h up, a l m o s t , t o h i t me, and t h e t h o u g h t h i t me one 

t i m e t o t h r o w up my elbow when he s t a r t e d t o swing a t me, 

b u t I t h o u g h t , " W e l l , he's n o t h u r t i n g me t o o bad, and 

maybe i t ' l l be over i n a m i n u t e . " So he t o o k about f i v e 

o r s i x c u t s a t me. I go t busy p u t t i n g t h e bread back, and 

he backed o f f . 

Tha t ' s t h e o n l y i r e a l encoun t e r I ever had w i t h i i t h e 

Japanese r e a l l y b a s h i n g me around . Oh, I ' d been k i c k e d 

a t i m e o r two and pushed around a l i t t l e b i t , b u t as f a r 

as j u s t r e a l l y w a l k i n g i n t o me and r e a l l y t r y i n g t o work 

you ove r good, t h a t never had o c c u r r e d . 

M a r c e l l o : I s t h i s s o r t o f b a s h i n g t h a t you j u s t d e s c r i b e d more 

h u m i l i a t i n g t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e ? 

Rea: I wou ld say i t ' s t h e most h u m i l i a t i n g t h i n g . . . you j u s t 

f e e l . . , I had t h e f e e l i n g , " 1 c o u l d j u s t t a k e you i n 

one hand and j u s t shake t h e l i f e o u t o f y o u I " That k i n d 

o f h i t me a l l a t once, b u t , a g a i n , I t h o u g h t , " W e l l , he's 

g o t t h e advantage. There's o t h e r s s t a n d i n g around here . 
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and I t w o u l d n ' t pay o f f t o t r y t o r e s i s t o r a n y t h i n g l i k e 

t h a t . " 

And t h i s one was a Japanese as opposed t o a Korean guard? 

To t h e b e s t o f my a b i l i t y , I t h i n k he was Japanese because 

t h e Japanese wore a r e d bar w i t h a g o l d s t a r on i t , and 

t h e Koreans wore a k i n d o f . . . what do t h e y c a l l t h a t 

G.I . c o l o r ? 

O l i v e drab? 

O l i v e drab s t a r on a b l a c k background, And t h a t was t h e 

o n l y way I c o u l d d i s t i n g u i s h a r e a l Japanese f r o m t h e o t h e r . 

You ment ioned bread a moment ago. T h i s must have been t h e 

f i r s t b read you'd seen f o r a w h i l e . 

I t was t h e f i r s t b read . I t was made o u t o f , e v i d e n t l y , 

r i c e o f some k i n d . I t was a l i t t l e l o a f about so l o n g 

and about so t a l l ( g e s t u r e ) . 

Maybe about s i x o r seven i n c h e s l o n g and maybe f o u r inches 

t a l l ? 

W e l l , two o r t h r e e i n c h e s . 

Was i t good? 

Yes, i t was p r e t t y good. We would a lways t o a s t i t . I t 

wasn' t wrapped i n a n y t h i n g ; i t was j u s t open bread . You 

c o u l d t r i m p f f t h e o u t e r edge o f i t o r sear i t over w i t h 

a h o t f l a m e . 

Saigon and most o f t h e French I n d o c h i n a a t t h a t t i m e was 

a f a i r l y l u s h r e g i o n i n terms o f t h e g r o w i n g o f food and 
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Rea: 

M a r c e l l o ; 

Rea; 

M a r c e l l o : 

so on and so f o r t h . D i d you f i n d t h a t you were perhaps 

e a t i n g b e t t e r he re t h a n you had a t Kanchanabur l o r c e r t a i n l y 

back i n t h e j u n g l e and so on? 

Much more so than back i n t h e j u n g l e . . . t h a n what we 

were g e t t i n g i n t h e j u n g l e . Then e v e n t u a l l y t h e y .-. . 

t h e a r e a where we was e v i d e n t l y had been f i l l e d w i t h s o i l 

b r o u g h t up because as t h e t i d e came i n , w a t e r came up over 

t h a t , and as t h e t i d e went o u t , t h e w a t e r went ou t w i t h 

t h e t i d e . 

As we s t a r t e d b u i l d i n g bomb s h e l t e r s and so on o u t s i d e 

. . . by t h e way, we'd a l r e a d y had some bombing r a i d s t h e r e 

i n Sa igon. But as we t o o k t h e s o i l o u t o f some areas t o 

b u i l d t h e bomb s h e l t e r s , i t l o w e r e d t h e s o i l t o where t h e 

w a t e r would come up and s t a n d t h e r e . W e l l , I don ' t know 

whe ther t h e y b o u g h t ' t h e ducks o r h a t c h e d t h e ducks o r j u s t 

e x a c t l y what , b u t t h e y b r o u g h t ducks i n and p u t them on 

t h e s e ponds. W e l l , t h e r e was some o f us . . . I wasn't 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i t because, you know, e i t h e r n a t i v e s o r 

some o f t h e p e r s o n n e l m i g h t have been d e s i g n a t e d t o go o u t 

i n t h e w a t e r and g a t h e r t h e eggs t h a t t h e ducks l a i d , 

and t h i s i s where t h e y s o l d them o u t s i d e o r something o r 

o t h e r . But anyway, t h e r e was l o t s o f ducks o u t t h e r e . 

So you were l i v i n g b e t t e r , t h e n , i n terms o f food? 

Much b e t t e r t han we had been w h i l e we were I n t h e j u n g l e , 

Was t h e r i c e o f a much b e t t e r q u a l i t y here? 
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Rea: Yes, t h e r i c e was a good grade . I t had a good f l a v o r 

t o i t , wasn't near as t r a s h y l i k e i t was back i n t h e j u n g l e . 

M a r c e l l o : So were you g e t t i n g enough t o ea t? 

Rea: Yes, we were g e t t i n g s u f f i c i e n t f o o d o f i t s k i n d t h e n . 

M a r c e l l o : Now you ment ioned a w h i l e ago t h a t t h e y had p r o b a b l y sen t 

you t o Saigon w i t h t h e i d e a o f s h i p p i n g you back t o Japan. 

That p l a n e v i d e n t l y changed as a r e s u l t o f t h e bombing 

r a i d s . I g a t h e r t h a t a f t e r a w h i l e t h e American c a r r i e r 

p l a n e s and so on were bombing e v e r y t h i n g t h a t moved ou t 

o f t h a t a r e a . Do you r e c a l l some o f t h e a i r r a i d s t h a t 

t o o k p l a c e he re a t Saigon w h i l e you were t h e r e ? 

Rea: Yes, 

M a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e them. 

Rea: I b e l i e v e i t was i n January , 1944 . . . m i g h t have been 1945. 

M a r c e l l o : You p r o b a b l y go t t o Saigon around A p r i l o f 1944, i s t h a t 

c o r r e c t ? Does t h a t sound reasonab le? 

Rea: Yes, I b e l i e v e t h a t ' s about r i g h t . 

M a r c e l l o : So t h i s may have been 1945 when t h e a i r r a i d s o c c u r r e d . 

Rea: R i g h t , As I s a i d , our b a r r a c k s where we were s t a y i n g were 

r i g h t a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t f r o m t h e docks where t h e channe l 

came up. They unloaded s h i p s and loaded s h i p s t h e r e . J u s t 

a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t was where our compound s t a r t e d , and we 

wou ld go and work on t h e docks ac ros s t h e r e . 

And on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r day, when we had t h e a i r r a i d , 

i t s t a r t e d j u s t as we were making f o r m a t i o n t o go ou t on 
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t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y t h a t morn ing . The a i r r a i d a l a r m went 

o f f . And, by t b e way, t h e r e was a t r i a n g l e w h i c h had a 

b i g f o l d i n g b r i d g e a t t h i s p o i n t , a b i g w a t e r tower h e r e , 

and a b i g t w i n - s t e e p l e d c h u r c h here ( g e s t u r e ) , and our 

compound was i n t h a t t r i a n g l e . We d i d n ' t know a t t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r t i m e t h a t t h e y knew where we was, b u t e v i d e n t l y 

t h e y d i d . But t o c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e s t o r y o f t h e a i r r a i d , 

t h e y had some s l i t t r e n c h e s and so on and so f o r t h , so t o 

speak, i n s i d e t h e camp t h e n . We'd gone t h r o u g h t h e t r a i n i n g 

c o u r s e . o f , . . i n t h e even t o f a a i r r a i d o r a n y t h i n g , 

and i f t h e r e was f i r e t h a t o c c u r r e d , t h e r e was so many 

s t a y i n g i n camp t o f i g h t t h e f i r e — b e t h e r e t o f i g h t t h e 

f i r e . And t h e r e s t o f them were t a k e n o u t t o a compound 

o u t s i d e t h a t t h e y ' d b u i l t o u t t h e r e . A t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

t i m e , we d i d n ' t have a l l our bomb s h e l t e r s B u i l t o u t s i d e . 

But I r e c a l l t h e dive-bombers coming i n and d r o p p i n g 

bombs i n t h e dock a rea r i g h t ac ros s t h e s t r e e t f r o m us. 

I remember t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e t h a t t h e r e was one p l a n e 

t h a t come i n j u s t l i k e he was coming a f t e r me h e r e , and 

he l o o k e d l i k e he was bombing. When he t u r n e d l o o s e , you 

c o u l d see t h e bombs t u r n e d l o o s e . And i t l o o k e d l i k e he 

was coming r i g h t s t r a i g h t f o r our t r e n c h . You c o u l d see 

h i m j u s t coming r i g h t a t you. He h i t ac ros s t h e s t r e e t , 

and I don ' t know whether he was i n t h e bay o r i n t h e docks 

o r j u s t e x a c t l y what. But anyway, he t o r e up one o f t h e 
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w a r e h o u s e s — a ; p o r t i o n o f i t t h e r e . But t h a t ' s q u i t e an 

e x p e r i e n c e t o s e t t h e r e and see a dive-bomber come down 

and t h a t bomb j u s t come r i g h t a t you. But ±t f e l l s h o r t 

o f u s . 

Then a few minu t e s l a t e r t h e r e was one t h a t come i n 

f r o m t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . T h i s f i r s t one was coming 

f r o m t h e s o u t h and coming i n t o our a r e a , g o i n g n o r t h . And 

i n a few m i n u t e s , t h e r e was one t h a t came i n f r o m t h e n o r t h 

and was making h i s d i v e and coming back o u t t o t h e s o u t h . 

And an ack-ack gun e v i d e n t l y made d i r e c t c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 

t t . I t was j u s t l o o k e d l i k e t h e two wings j u s t went t h i s 

way ( g e s t u r e ) , and i t h i t a c ros s t h e bay t h e r e . 

I g a t h e r t h a t a t one t i m e one o f t h e s e a i r r a i d s l a s t e d 

a l l day. Do you remember t h a t one? 

Yes. I t h i n k t h i s was t h e day. I t s t a r t e d e a r l y i n t h e 

m o r n i n g and s t a y e d u n t i l , oh, 3:30, f o u r o ' c l o c k t h a t 

a f t e r n o o n . 

And e v i d e n t l y t h e y j u s t t o r e up e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e h a r b o r , 

i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

You c o u l d see t h e smoke everywhere a round , a l l around t h e 

h a r b o r . 

What d i d t h i s do f o r your morale? 

W e l l , we had t h i s f e e l i n g t h a t d e f i n i t e l y t h a t t h e r e was 

someth ing b e i n g done now. We c o u l d see a c t i o n , a l t h o u g h we 

had f e a r t h a t p o s s i b l y t he n e x t one m i g h t come a t us. 
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M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

M a r c e l l o : 

Rea: 

How d i d t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e Japanese change as a r e s u l t 

o f t h e s e r a i d s , o r d i d n ' t i t ? 

W e l l , about t h i s t i m e , as I spoke o f b e f o r e , t h e y s t a r t e d 

b u i l d i n g t hese bomb s h e l t e r s o u t s i d e . A t t h e same t i m e 

o r s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , t h e y went t o each c o r n e r o f t h e compound, 

and i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g t h e open ing f o r t h e machine gun s l i t 

p o i n t i n g o u t f r o m t h e r e , i t had t h e p i l l box o r whatever 

i t was i n t h e c o r n e r w i t h t h a t s l i t coming toward us. I t 

e n t e r e d f r o m t h e o u t s i d e . They b u i l t one o f t hose i n each 

c o r n e r . And we l e a r n e d l a t e r t h a t i n t h e even t t h a t an 

i n v a s i o n s t a r t e d t h e r e , t h e y was g o i n g t o open f i r e on t h e 

whole camp. That was j u s t s c u t t l e b u t t . B u t , f o r t u n a t e l y , 

i t never d i d happen. T h i s i s when t h a t o c c u r r e d . 

D i d t h e Japanese ever seem t o g e t meaner o r more o r n e r y 

as a r e s u l t o f t hese r a i d s ? 

They g o t a l i t t l e more edgy about t h i n g s . I t h i n k t h e y 

were b e g i n n i n g t o f e e l t h a t t h e y m i g h t be l o s i n g t h e upper 

hand. 

What k i n d o f work d e t a i l s a r e you g o i n g on here a t Saigon? 

W e l l , m a i n l y , we were w o r k i n g on runways a t t h e a i r p o r t 

t h e r e i n Saigon, 

You were d o i n g more m i l i t a r y work . I n o t h e r words? 

More m i l i t a r y work and l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g s h i p s ou t 

a t t h e docks t h e r e . One p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g t h a t m igh t 

be i n t e r e s t i n g i s : s i n c e t h e y were w o r k i n g j u s t across 
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t h e s t r e e t f r o m u s , r a t h e r t h a n c a r r y i n g f o o d o u t t o them, 

t h e w o r k i n g p a r t i e s would come back i n t o camp t o e a t d u r i n g 

t h e noon h o u r . And somebody r u n across a case o f P a l m o l i v e 

soap, hand-soap, you know, b a t h s i z e , o r j u s t P a l m o l i v e i n 

t h a t s i z e . There wasn't any v a r i a t i o n s i n i t , I don ' t t h i n k . 

B u t , anyway, t h e y r u n intdn a case o f t h a t . So me b e i n g i n 

camp w i t h two o r t h r e e o t h e r s t h a t was o f f t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y 

t h a t day, t h e y s a i d t h a t we . . . a t a c e r t a i n t i m e d u r i n g 

t h e i r e v e n i n g b reak t h a t e v e n i n g o r when t h e y h a d j you know, 

a b r e a k i n t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y , t h e y w o u l d s t a r t t h r o w i n g -

t h e s e b a r s o f soap across t h e s t r e e t ove r i n t o t h e compound 

and f o r us t o be on t h e a l e r t and s t a r t p i c k i n g them up. 

So t h e y t h r e w a whole case o f P a l m o l i v e soap across t h e r e 

Cchuck l e ) . We sure d i d . h e l p . 

One b a r a t a t ime? 

One b a r a t a t i m e . There was about f i v e o r s i x o f them 

t h r o w i n g them ( l a u g h t e r ) . We was o u t t h e r e g a t h e r i n g ;them 

up l i k e E a s t e r eggs. 

Tha t ' s t h e f i r s t r e a l soap you had seen i n how long? 

Oh, boy , d i d i t s m e l l good ( c h u c k l e ) ! Oh, i t ' d been p o s s i b l y 

e i g h t e e n months. 

I assume t h a t i n w o r k i n g around t h e docks , you were p r e s e n t e d 

w i t h an o p p o r t u n i t y t o s t e a l a l l s o r t s o f t h i n g s ? 

Yes. 

I g a t h e r t h a t one o f t h e h o t i t e m s here was c l o t h , c l o t h 



151 

o f any s o r t . 

Yes, b o l t s o f m a t e r i a l t h a t you c o u l d s e l l . You c o u l d 

t a k e i t o u t s i d e , and i f you c o u l d ge t t o where you c o u l d 

s e l l i t t o t h e n a t i v e s , t h a t ' s where some o f them made 

t h e i r money. 

T u n d e r s t a n d some o f these p r i s o n e r s wou ld t a k e t h a t c l o t h 

and wrap i t a l l around themse lves , under t h e i r c l o t h i n g 

and so on , t o g e t i t ou t o f t h o s e warehouses. 

Tha t ' s r i g h t . 

But I had heard t h a t t h a t was one o f t h e p r i z e d i t ems f o r 

t r a d i n g w i t h t h e n a t i v e s . 

They'd t a k e i t ou t t h a t way, t o o . They'd e i t h e r f i n d i t 

o r buy i t f r o m somebodj* and t h e n t a k e i t ou t t h e same day 

o r t h e n e x t day o r a few days l a t e r and s e l l i t . When we'd 

go o u t t o the. a i r p o r t , t h e r e would he n a t i v e s o u t t h e r e 

t h a t we'd work w i t h , and t h e y w o u l d n ' t be n o t i c e a b l e . They 

w o u l d n ' t be b r e a k i n g f r o m t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y , f r o m t h e work 

t i m e , t o n e g o t i a t e f o r i t a t t h a t t i m e . You'd be w o r k i n g 

w i t h them o r i n c o n t a c t w i t h them p e r i o d i c a l l y , and t h e 

b a r g a i n i n g and exchange o f merchandise wou ld happen t h e n . 

How d i f f e r e n t was t h e work here i n Saigon? 

W e l l , i f you was i n a d e t a i l where you was h a v i n g t o move 

t h a t r i c e o f f o i t h e s h i p o n t o t h e warehouse where they'dir 

drop t h a t 200 pounds o n t o y o u r s h o u l d e r s and you'd wa lk a 

c a t w a l k o f f t h e s h i p i n t o t h e warehouse, i t was p r e t t y 
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d i f f i c u l t . A few days t h a t I was o u t i n t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y , 

we d i d t h a t , b u t i m a i n l y f i l l e d i n f o r someone t h a t would 

f e e l l i k e he was n o t a b l e t o make t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y . I ' d 

f i l l i n f o r some o c c a s i o n a l l y t h a t way and t a k e t h e i r work 

h o u r s — g o i n i n s t e a d o f them. 

B u t , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , you wAre back i n camp s t i l l w o r k i n g 

as a barber? 

Yes, most o f t h e t i m e . 

Now d u r i n g our p r e - l n t e r v i e w c o n f e r e n c e , you ment ioned t h a t , 

a t one t i m e h e r e , you were s e n t up i n t o t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t 

o f I n d o c h i n a t o b u i l d some t u n n e l s , p r o b a b l y up around a 

town c a l l e d Da L a t , w h i c h , I t h i n k , i s a r e s o r t c i t y o r 

was a r e s o r t c i t y . D e s c r i b e t h i s p a r t i c u l a r ep i sode i n 

y o u r l i f e as: a p r i s o n e r - o f - w a r . 

W e l l j o o n t h e t r i p up t h e r e we went by r a i l , and we had 

n o t i c e d ev idence o f heavy bombing on our t r i p up t h e r e . 

I t w a s - — I don ' t know what—some s e v e n t y - f i v e o r maybe a 

hundred k i l o s up t h e r e . I t was t o t h e h e i g h t t h a t i t was 

c o l d — g o t c o l d enough t o f r o s t i n t h e e a r l y morn ing . And 

we were i s s u e d some h e a v i e r c l o t h i n g , s i n c e t h e y knew we 

wou ld he c o l d up t h e r e , o f v a r i o u s t y p e s . 

They t o o k , oh, i t seemed l i k e , about p r o b a b l y s e v e n t y - f i v e 

o r e i g h t y o f us up t h e r e , and we worked i n t h e . . . w e l l , 

b e f o r e we g e t t o t h e t o p o f t h e moun ta in . . . we went up 

by r e g u l i r t r a i n p a r t o f t h e way, and t h e n t h e y f i n a l l y 
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g o t us on a cog t r a i n , one t h a t cogged down t h e c e n t e r 

between t h e t r a c k s t h a t t h e b i g cog wou ld r o l l on. I t 

was t h a t s t e e p . E v i d e n t l y , a r e g u l a r t r a i n would s l i p on 

t h e t r a c k s . The e l e v a t i o n o f t h e l a s t few m i l e s was v e r y 

s t e e p . 

And we were p u t i n t o a compound up t h e r e , a camp 

a r e a , t h a t was c o m p a r a t i v e l y c o m f o r t a b l e . I t was t o where 

we c o u l d c u t t h e c o l d a i r o u t d u r i n g t h e n i g h t f o r s l e e p i n g , 

and t h e b a t h i n g f a c i l i t i e s was . . . t h e y t o o k these b i g 

r i c e q u a r r i e s t h a t t h e y ' d cooked i n , you know, l i k e we used 

t o cook r i c e , and s e t s e v e r a l o f t h o s e i n areas where t hey 

c o u l d b u i l d a f i r e under them and p u t c o n c r e t e , you know, 

o v e r t h e b o t t o m o f i t , such as a g r a t e i n t h e b o t t o m o f i t . 

They'd b u i l d a f i r e under t h a t t o h e a t t h e w a t e r f o r us 

t o come i n and ba the i n a t n i g h t , w h i c h was adequate f o r 

c l e a n l i n e s s and so on. We e n j o y e d i t . We s t i l l had t o 

d i p w a t e r ou t w i t h a cup o r b u c k e t t o b a t h e f rom. 

Then t h e y ' d t a k e us up i n t o t h e town a r e a , and maybe 

s t a r t under a house and go up t h r o u g h a h i l l . I remember 

one p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e t h a t s t a r t e d f r o m t h e garage area o f 

a house, and i t was b u i l t on a s l o p e , and f r o m t h e f r o n t 

o f t h e garage i t went i n t o t h i s h i l l s i d e . We s t a r t e d under 

t h e r e and took, a l l o f t h e d i r t o u t as we dug t h e t u n n e l , 

and as we dug t h e d i r t o u t , t h e y ' d t a k e r a i l r o a d t i e s and 

s t a n d them up l i k e t h i s f o r w a l l s , ( g e s t u r e ) . 
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Stand t h e t i e s up v e r t i c a l l y ? 

Yes, and p u t them t h i s way f o r t h e t o p ( g e s t u r e ) . 

And t h e n p u t some across t h e t o p f o r s h o r i n g ? 

For s h o r i n g , yes . We were up t h e r e . . . t h i s was our work 

f o r , . . oh, I t h i n k we was up t h e r e maybe s i x t y days. 

Was t h i s v e r y tough work? 

Some o f i t was p r e t t y heavy work. 

So I guess you were back t o p l c k - a n d - s h o v e l work a g a i n then? 

We were back t o p i c k - a n d - s h o v e l . There'd be two o r t h r e e 

o f us up where t h e t d i r t was b e i n g dug up, d i g g i n g t h e d i r t 

and s h o v e l i n g t t o u t , and t h e r e ' d be s e v e r a l o f us w i t h t h e 

r i c e sacks o r gunny dacks, you know, w i r e and bamboo p o l e , 

c a r r y i n g i t o u t . 

Do you suspec t t h a t t h e y were b u i l d i n g t h e s e t u n n e l s i n 

o r d e r t o make a l a s t s t a n d up t h e r e o r something? 

We never d i d know e x a c t l y what t h e i r I n t e n t was, b u t they 

f i n a l l y came t o g e t h e r here i n some a r e a s . 

That i s , t h e y a c t u a l l y connec ted some o f t h e t u n n e l s ? 

R i g h t . I never was i n i t , b u t t h e y s a i d t h e r e was one room 

t h a t was dug down where one o f those c o n n e c t i n g areas was. 

There was a room dug ou t u n d e r n e a t h t h e r e . 

D i d t h e guards seem t o he p r e s s u r i n g you on t h i s d e t a i l , t h a t 

i s , p r e s s i n g you t o g e t i t done? 

Not so much as t h ey d i d back on t h e r a i l r o a d . 

How many o f you were t h e r e w o r k i n g on t h e s e t u n n e l s ? 
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There , a g a i n , I'm n o t a c c u r a t e on t h e number, b u t i t seems 

t o me t h e r e were p r o b a b l y s e v e n t y - f i v e , e i g h t y , o r a hundred 

o f us . 

Was t h e f o o d p r e t t y good? 

C o m p a r a t i v e l y , i t was a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t f o o d t h a n whkt 

we had had. I t had more v e g e t a b l e s and l i t t l e more f l a v o r 

t o i t t h a n i t had back i n t h e . . . b u t n o t a whole l o t 

o f f o o d . We c o u l d buy f r u i t and so on up t h e r e , a l s o . 

I t was c o l d e r up t h e r e , t o o , wasn't i t ? 

Yes, i t was c o l d t h e r e . As I say , some mornings t h e r e was 

f r o s t . 

What k i n d o f c l o t h i n g d i d you have l e f t by t h i s t ime? 

W e l l , I s t i l l had a s h i r t t h a t was heavy enough t h a t I ' d 

bfe c o m f o r t a b l e i n u n t i l i t warmed up. Then t h e y gave us 

a d d i t i o n a l c l o t h i n g , i t seems t o me l i k e some o f them was 

t h e Dutch green c l o t h i n g l i k e t h e Dutch Army had. I t was 

p r o b a b l y p i c k e d up f r o m t h e r e somewhere, and t h e y i s s u e d 

some o f t h a t t o us . There were some o f them t h a t s t i l l 

. , , w e l l , i t B ^ k w a s n ' t anybody s e n t up t h e r e t h a t d i d n ' t 

have adequate c l o t h i n g t o keep h i m c o m p a r a t i v e l y warm. 

I n o t h e r words , t h e r e wasn't anybody s t i l l w o r k i n g i n 

( ^ - s t r i n g s up t h e r e , by no means. 

How many guards d i d t h e y t a k e along? 

I don ' t r e c a l l , b u t i t seems l i k e t h e r e was p o s s i b l y one 

guard t o about e v e r y t w e n t y p e o p l e . 
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M a r c e l l o : So t h e r e w o u l d r i ' t be t o o many guards , t h e n — n o more t h a n 

a h a l f - d o z e n perhaps a t t h e v e r y most, i f even t h a t many. 

Rea: We wou ld s t i l l go i n t o a compound where we was fenced i n 

a t n i g h t . 

M a r c e l l o : As I r e c a l l t h e t r i p f r o m Da L a t back down t o Saigon was 

r a t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g , t o o . A g a i n , I guess those r a i l r o a d s 

had been pounded p r e t t y h e a v i l y by a i r r a i d s , hadn ' t they? 

Rea: Yes. Even t h e s h o r t t i m e we was up t h e r e , we had more 

b r o k e n spahs where we had t o w a l k b e t w e e n — b l o w n - o u t p l a c e s — 

t h a n t h e r e we had g o i n g up—-much more. 

M a r c e l l o : D i d you have any c o n t a c t w i t h t h e n a t i v e s w h i l e you were 

h e a d i n g back down t o Saigon a g a i n w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e course 

o f t h e war? 

Rea: P o s s i b l y a few. O c c a s i o n a l l y , we'd g e t a h i n t t h a t t h e r e 

m i g h t be maybe s t r o n g e r a c t i v i t y i n Japan t h a n we had ever 

h e a r d o f b e f o r e . I t wasn't showing t h e r e t o o much, a l t h o u g h 

t h i s s i t u a t i o n back i n camp t h a t we l e f t , w i t h t h e openings 

t o t h e p i l l boxes b e i n g i n s i d e , was s t i l l i n our minds as 

what t h o s e were g o i n g t o be used f o r one o f these days. 

M a r c e l l o : On A p r i l 12 , 1945, F r a n k l i n Rooseve l t d i e d . D i d t h i s news 

g e t back t o you? 

Rea: 0h , yes . 

M a r c e l l o : D i d t h e Japanese announce i t ? 

Rea: Yes. Me were i n f o r m a t i o n e a r l y one morn ing b e f o r e we went 

on t h e w o r k i n g p a r t y , and t h e commander, I t h i n k , passed 
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t h e word down t h a t P r e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t had d i e d . And we 

h e a r d t h r o u g h t h e Japanese p e r s o n n e l a l l day t h a t f o r t h e 

American h o r t o s — t h a t was t h e i r word f o r p r i s o n e r s — " N o 

change! No change a t a l l ! P r e s i d e n t dead." They c a l l e d 

h i m R o o s e v e l t . They c o u l d pronounce h i s name. I t was 

always s t r a n g e t o me, d u r i n g t h e course o f a l l t hose p l a c e s 

we'd been i n t o , t h a t t h e y c o u l d p i c k up our language much 

f a s t e r t h a n we p i c k e d up t h e i r s — e n o u g h t o ge t by w i t h . 

Had you l e a r n e d any Japanese a t a l l , o t h e r t h a n t o count? 

Yes, I c o u l d speak a l i t t l e ( c h u c k l e ) . 

What was t h e r e a c t i o n among you and y o u r f e l l o w p r i s o n e r s 

when you heard about t h e dea th o f Rooseve l t? A f t e r a l l , 

he was t h e o n l y p r e s i d e n t most o f you had ever known: i n 

y o u r a d u l t l i v e s . 

Of c o u r s e , we d i d n ' t know what t h e s i t u a t i o n was, and none 

o f us knew t h e n who t h e v i c e - p r e s i d e n t was. T h i s came t o 

us a t a l a t e r d a t e . But o l ' H a r r y (Truman) hung i n t h e r e 

( l a u g h t e r ) . 

Okay, so you ' r e back down i n Saigon a g a i n a f t e r t h i s 

a p p r o x i m a t e s i x t y - d a y s t a y l ip i n Da L a t . What happens when 

you g e t back down t o Saigon? I assume y o u ' r e around here 

when t h e war i s o v e r . 

Yes, we were there. There was one incident t h a t k i n d o f 

gave us hope, I think, on the way back down t h e r e . Of c o u r s e , 

we had one person i n our company t h a t had t o be . , . w e l l . 



158 

he was on a s t r e t c h e r a t l e a s t p a r t o f t h e t i i u e , and we 

a l t e r n a t e d c a r r y i n g h i m and our c o o k i n g gear and so on and 

so f o r t h , among those t h a t was c a r r y i n g t h e i r own gear , 

d u r i n g t h e areas we had t o w a l k f r o m one b lown-ou t a rea 

t o t h e o t h e r on t h e r a i l t r a c k . But I remember one p a r t i c u l a r 

i n c i d e n t . There was- a younger boy i n our o u t f i t t h a t was 

f r o m W i c h i t a F a l l s . They had moved us a l l day l o n g t h e 

day b e f o r e , and we walked a b i g p a r t o f t h e day, and t h e y ' d 

f o u n d an area o r j u s t l e t us f a l l o f f t h e s i d e o f t h e road 

i n an o l ' v a c a n t house and v a r i o u s t h i n g s around t h e r e t h a t 

we s l e p i t i n t h a t n i g h t . The n e x t morn ing t h e y moved us 

down t o t h e r a i l h e a d t o r e l o a d us on a t r a i n - a g a i n , and 

we was s i t t i n g t h e r e i n t h e r a i l y a r d w a i t i n g f o r t h e t r a i n — 

vifeatever was h o l d i n g us u p — a n d t h e r e was a n i c e r - l o o k i n g 

Japanese p e r s o n n e l who came down w i t h h i s r i d i n g boo t s and 

l i t t l e q u i r t i n h i s hand and w h i t e , s t a r c h e d s h i r t . Oh, 

he l o o k e d c r i s p as c o u l d he. 

And t h i s young f e l l o w was s i t t i n g t h e r e , l eaned up 

a g a i n s t a f ence o f some k i n d , and he j u s t made t h e remark 

as t h i s guy was w a l k i n g by, he s a i d , " I ' l l be so damned 

g l a d when t h e y g e t t h r o u g h p u s h i n g us around oye r h e r e , 

and we can s e t t l e down and do someth ing o r a n o t h e r . " And 

t h i s guy s topped i n f r o n t o f t h i s young f e l l o w , and he 

s a i d , "Cheer up, l a d , i t may be pyer sooner than you t h i n k 

i t w i l l be." And we f e l t , " W e l l , where'd t h a t come f rom?" 
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Very r a r e l y would one ever come o u t and speak any E n g l i s h . 

We come t o f i n d o u t t h i s guy was educated i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . He c o u l d speak E n g l i s h v e r y f l u e n t l y . But he 

j u s t came o u t w i t h t h a t ? "Cheer up, l a d . I t may be sooner 

t h a n you t h i n k . Changes may come sooner t h a n you t h i n k . " 

A l l t h i s t i m e , had you ever r e c e i v e d any Red Cross packages? 

Not u n t i l we g o t back t o Saigon. 

How welcome were they? 

Oh, t h e y were welcome, even though t h e y had been boxed up 

so l o n g u n t i l e v e r y t h i n g i n i t -. -. . t h e r e was a b i t t e r s w e e t 

c h o c d l a t e bar i n t h e r e , and e v e r y t h i n g i n i t had t h a t 

b i t t e r s w e e t c h o c o l a t e s m e l l and odor . 

What were some o f t h e t h i n g s c o n t a i n e d i n t h a t Red Cross 

package? 

W e l l , o u t s i d e o f t h i s b i t t e r s w e e t c h o c o l a t e , t h e r e was 

c i g a r e t t e s , t o o t h p a s t e , t o o t h b r u s h e s , s a f e t y r a z o r , some 

b l a d e s , p r o b a b l y a l i t t l e s h a v i n g soap, and, oh , i t seemed 

l i k e t h e r e was powdered b o u i l l o n , I g o t s i c k on some o f 

t h a t Cchuck l e ) . I t r u i n e d my t a s t e o f bee f b o u i l l o n f r o m 

t h e r e on. 

D i d you g e t a f u l l Red Cross package? 

One f u l l box. One f u l l box. Now t h e r e was a l i t t l e 

d i s c r e p a n c y on i t t o s t a r t w i t h . The E n g l i s h and A u s t r a l i a n s 

h e l d o u t t h a t we d i v i d e I t e q u a l l y among a l l p r i s o n e r s . 

But t h e Japanese camp commandant s a i d , "No, one box, one 
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American. One American g e t s one box as l o n g as t b e y go. 

Any l e f t o v e r , okay, s p l i t i t between." W e l l , t h i s caused 

a l i t t l e b i t o f , you know, a n i m o s i t y among t h e E n g l i s h and 

A u s t r a l i a n s , They go t over i t . 

When you g o t you r Red Cross package, d i d you e a t a l l t h e 

c o n t e n t s as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e , o r d i d you t r y and s t r e t c h 

them ou t? 

I t h i n k t h a t was t h e exper imen t some o f us went t h r o u g h . 

Now t h i s b o u i l l o n was v e r y c o n c e n t r a t e d , e v i d e n t l y , v e r y 

r i c h , and i n t r y i n g t o p u t i t on r i c e , we d i d n ' t know t h e 

p r o p e r m i x t u r e o f i t . I t was t o o r i c h , and i t b a c k f i r e d 

on us . So t h a t was t h e e x p e r i e n c e . We smoked t h e c i g a r e t t e s 

even though t h e y d i d have t h a t c h o c o l a t e s m e l l t o them. 

Okay, d e s c r i b e t h e even t s l e a d i n g up t o t h e Japanese s u r r e n d e r 

and y o u r u l t i m a t e l i b e r a t i o n . 

W e l l , I b e l i e v e i t was August 14, 1945., . . no, i t was 

t h e day b e f o r e . P r i o r t o t h a t t h e y had come t h r o u g h and 

g a t h e r e d up e v e r y t h i n g t h a t had any sharpness t o i t t h a t 

m i g h t be used as a weapon o r any g l a s s t h a t m i g h t be used 

t o c u t w i t h o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . Any- sharp o b j e c t s o f 

any n a t u r e , t h e y had you t o j u s t p i t c h i t i n boxes. I n 

o t h e r words , t h e y went t h r o u g h a l l t h e gear and t o o k a l l 

t h a t o u t . 

I n o t h e r words , you l o s t a l l y o u r b a r b e r i n g gear? 

No, T d i d n ' t l o s e my b a r b e r i n g gear . That was t h e o n l y 
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t h i n g t h a t was l e f t . 1 had t o keep t t i n a r o l l , t o g e t h e r - -

a l l o f t h e s c i s s o r s , t h e r a z o r s — a n d I was t h e o n l y one 

t h a t was a l l o w e d w i t h i t . Gf c o u r s e , a t t h a t t i m e , I had 

gone t h r o u g h and sharpened some t a b l e k n i v e s , j u s t r e g u l a r 

t a b l e k n i v e s , t h a t we c o u l d shave w i t h . They were s t a i n l e s s 

s t e e l , and you c o u l d f i n a l l y g e t enough edge on i t w i t h 

p r o p e r s t r o p p i n g on i t t h a t you c o u l d shave w i t h i t , and 

we were u s i n g t h a t t o shave w i t h , a l o n g w i t h what r a z o r s 

we had. But t h a t ' s a l l . We c o u l d keep t h o s e t h i n g s - t o g e t h e r . 

I t was marked t h a t I was a l l o w e d t o keep t h a t . E v e r y t h i n g 

we had t h a t was p e r s o n a l , t h a t t h e y had i n v e n t o r i e d t h a t 

we c o u l d keep, was stamped t h a t we c o u l d keep i t . They 

had gone t h r o u g h even our w a l l e t s and e v e r y t h i n g , a l l our 

p i c t u r e s . I f anybody had any j e w e l r y , t h e y t o o k t h a t up. 

And about t h e t w e l f t h o r t h i r t e e n t h o f Augus t , t hey 

c a l l e d a w o r k i n g p a r t y t o g e t h e r one morn ing e a r l y , and 

t h e y went o u t and g o t a l l t he se boxes o f s t u f f t h a t had 

been g a t h e r e d up and j u s t b r o u g h t t t o u t i n t h e compound 

and dumped i t , i f t h e r e was a n y t h i n g t h e r e t h a t be longed 

t o you and t h a t you wanted tO r e t a i n , you c o u l d go t o i t 

and p i c k i t up and t a k e i t o u t . T h i s was an i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t someth ing had happened t h a t we d i d n ' t know a n y t h i n g 

a b o u t . We s t i l l d i d n ' t have any knowledge about what Was 

a c t u a l l y g o i n g on. 

I n t h e meantime, had you k i n d o f deve loped any c o n t i n g e n c y 
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p l a n s i n case t h e war was over and t h e Japanese l o s t and 

t h e y were p l a n n i n g t o ge t r i d o f you? 

ReaJ No, we never had any i n c l i n a t i o n t h a t t h a t was f i x i n g t o 

happen, a l t h o u g h we had been w o r r i e d about i t a l l t h e t i m e 

as t o what these s l i t s coming i n t o t h e camp meant. And 

one p a r t i c u l a r t i m e t h e r e was a g u a r d , I t h i n k , t a l k i n g 

t o me one day when I was e i t h e r c u t t i n g h i s h a i r o r was 

w o r k i n g on t h e camp commandant's, and he was t h e r e . Bu t , 

anyway, a f t e r . , . oh, he came and g o t me and t o o k me t o 

t h e camp commandant, and someth ing o r o t h e r was s a i d about 

i t . He had broken E n g l i s h enough t o say t h a t one day i t 

wou ld be t e r r i b l e t o be i n s i d e . I d i d n ' t know what t h e 

meaning o f i t was a t t h a t t i m e . E v i d e n t l y , t h e i r p l 4 n was, 

i n t h e case o f i n v a s i o n , t h a t t h e y w o u l d p r o b a b l y d e s t r o y 

us o r t r y t o d e s t r o y us . Now t o c o n t i n u e t h e s t o r y w i t h 

my b a r b e r work , a f t e r we came back t o Saigon . . . we were 

a c t u a l l y i n Saigon a lmos t e i g h t e e n months, and d u r i n g t h i s 

t i m e , I was b a r b e r i n g and s h a v i n g a t n i g h t and d o i n g t h e 

v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s o f b a r b e r work t h a t I ' d been d o i n g . 

But t h i s Dutchman who'd been c u t t i n g t h e camp commandant's 

h a i r g o t s i c k . And a t t h i s t i m e we were h a v i n g t o c l i p 

a l l o f our h a i r — k e e p i t c l i p p e d c l o s e a l l t h e t i m e . T h i s 

was r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t t h e Japanese had, a l s o . They had t o 

keep t h e i r h a i r c l i p p e d . W e l l , o c c a s i o n a l l y a guard t h a t 

would be o u t i n t h e compound w a l k i n g t h e f ence i n s i d e t h e 
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compound wou ld s t o p l o n g enough, and he'd want me t o c u t 

h i s h a i r . And I had a p l a c e s e t up i n t h e b a r r a c k s over 

t h e r e where t h e y c o u l d s i t i n a m a k e s h i f t b a r b e r c h a i r , 

on a s t o o l and so on. But he wanted h i s h a i r c u t and s h a v e d — 

t h e o u t l i n e over h i s ears and a l l . He wanted i t shaved 

between h i s eyes and over h i s e a r s , on h i s f o r e h e a d . I f 

t h e r e was any f u z z on h i s e a r s , he wanted t h a t shaved o f f , 

t o o . W e l l , I d i d n ' t p a r t i c u l a r l y want t o ge t s t a r t e d w o r k i n g 

on them because I d i d n ' t want t o be b o t h e r e d w i t h them. 

So I t h o u g h t , " W e l l , I ' l l j u s t f i x t h i s one t o where maybe 

t h e word w i l l g e t around ," So I n s t e a d o f coming down t h e 

h a i r l i n e on each s i d e o f h i s neck when I shaved i t , I b rough t 

i t i n t o where i t was n e a r l y a "V" i n t h e back o f h i s neck. 

He s t u c k h i s f i n g e r up t h e r e and f e l t t h a t , f e l t where 

I ' d shaved i t way over i n t o h i s h a i r . Oh, he j u s t had a 

f i t * He never d i d s t r i k e me, b u t he s u r e d i d b l a s t me 

o u t Cchuck l e ) . 

Then, a t a l a t e r d a t e , I was c a l l e d over t o t h e camp 

commandant. He knew t h a t 1 was b a r b e r i n g . He'd been w a l k i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e area and saw me w o r k i n g on v a r i o u s ones. So 

he c a l l e d f o r me s i n c e t h i s Dutch guy was s i c k and wasn't 

a b l e t o c u t h i s h a i r . And a l o n g w i t h t h e Red Cross s u p p l i e s 

t h a t had come i n , e v i d e n t l y t h e r e had been q u i t e a number 

o f t h e s e Os t e r hand c l i p p e r s , b i g , b road ones about t h a t 

w ide ( g e s t u r e ) . 
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M a r c e l l o : About t h r e e i n c h e s w ide . 

Rea: Yes, and I ' d been w a n t i n g a p a i r . I ' d been u s i n g a p a i r 

t h a t a Dutchman had made e x t r a hand le s f o r , s i n c e i t 

was b r o k e . They were German c l i p p e r s and s t i l l worked 

p r e t t y good, b u t t h e y p u l l e d h a i r p r e t t y bad. 

Vfhen I go t over t o t h e camp commandant's q u a r t e r s , 

he had a p a i r l a y i n g up on h i s s t a n d t h e r e , b rand new 

ones, and he p o i n t e d t o me t h a t I c o u l d use them on him. 

W e l l , I p i c k e d them up and had no k n o w l e d g e — t t never even 

o c c u r r e d t o me—-that he c o u l d speak E n g l i s h a t a l l . And 

I j u s t made t h e remark as I p i c k e d them up, I s a i d , " W e l l , 

i f t h a t Japanese s e rgean t hadn ' t wa lked o u t w i t h about 

t h r e e o r f o u r p a i r and t o o k them downtown and s o l d them, 

I m i g h t have had a p a i r o f them." I j u s t made t h a t remark 

t o m y s e l f . He k i n d o f l o o k e d up a t me o u t o f t h e c o r n e r 

o f h i s eye and never s a i d a n y t h i n g . I went ahead and c u t 

h i s h a i r and go t t h r o u g h and t o o k my b a r b e r r o l l and e v e r y t h i n g 

and went back t o t h e q u a r t e r s . A few days l a t e r he sen t 

a p a i r o f t h e s e c l i p p e r s t o me. 

And r a t h e r t h a n t r y t o b r i n g them o u t when the y t o o k 

us o u t o f t h e compound w i t h t h e r e s t o f them-when we was 

l i b e r a t e d , I l e f t mine w i t h t h e Engl ishman who was s t i l l 

w o r k i n g t h e r e — t h e s e new ones. I wanted t o r e t a i n t h e 

ones t h a t I had used a l l t h e t i m e . But my buddy system 

b r o k e down r i g h t t h e r e . I was c a l l e d t o go s t a n d on guard 



165 

t h e n i g h t b e f o r e we Were f l o w n o u t o f t h e r e — t o s t a n d 

guard a t ;the h o t e l where t h e men who came t o l i b e r a t e 

us was, I l e f t i n s t r u c t i o n s w i t h " I k e " t o g a t h e r a l l 

my s t u f f and be sure t o p u t i t i n my b a r b e r r o l l . But 

t h e o n l y t h i n g he p u t i n was s c i s s o r s and comb, and he 

l e f t t h e c l i p p e r s o u t , and I d i d n ' t ge t my c l i p p e r s hack. 

But t h a t ' s t h e s t o r y o f t h e f i n a l p a r t o f t h e b a r b e r d e a l . 

M a r c e l l o : Okay, so we w e r e i t a l k l n g about t h e s t e p s l e a d i n g up t o 

t h e end o f t h e war and your u l t i m a t e l i b e r a t i o n . You 

men t ioned t h a t t h e y had g a t h e r e d a l l t h e s e sharp i n s t r u m e n t s 

and g la s sware and t h i n g s o f t h a t n a t u r e , and t h e n a t a 

l a t e r d a t e t h e y had dumped them a l l o u t and t o l d you you 

c o u l d g e t what you wanted. I t was a t t h a t p o i n t t h a t I 

guess you knew t h a t someth ing was up. 

Rea: Yes, On August 14, t h e r e was about t h r e e o r f o u r b i g p lanes 

t h a t f l e w ove r and dropped pamphle t s . We was s t a n d i n g o u t 

i n t h e compound, and you c o u l d see them j u s t t u r n those 

pamphle ts o u t , and t h e y ' d j u s t f l u t t e r everywhere . Some 

o f them, we t h o u g h t , were e v e n t u a l l y g o i n g t o d r i f t down 

i n t o our compound, b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e never was any 

t h a t g o t i n t o our compound. But d a l l y , t h i s Chinese-—we 

c a l l e d h i m "George" C c h u c k l e ) — w a s b r i n g i n g i n our canteen 

s u p p l i e s , and he b r o u g h t us some i n w i t h our can teen s u p p l i e s 

t h e n e x t day. P r i n t e d on i t i n t h r e e o r f o u r d i f f e r e n t 

languages were o r d e r s f o r us t o s t a y i n our compound, t h a t 
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t h e war was over and f o r us t o remain i n your compound 

u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . And a f t e r about t h e second r u n 

over t h e c i t y , t h e y opened f i r e on one o f t h e p l a n e s , so 

t h i s k i n d o f k i l l e d our mora le a g a i n because we t h o u g h t , 

" W e l l , t h i s i s a n o t h e r f a l s e maneuver." We'd been g e t t i n g 

t h e s e l i t t l e h i n t s t h a t t h e war m i g h t be ove r and t h a t 

t h i n g s was k i n d o f t u r n i n g our w a y — t h r o u g h o u t s i d e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

But i n a s h o r t t i m e , t h e r e was a group o f Japanese 

p e r s o n n e l t h a t some o f us had been w o r k i n g w i t h o u t on t h e 

a i r p o r t , and t h e y came i n t o t h e compound and s a i d t h a t — 

w e l l , t h e y were e l a t e d over i t j u s t l i k e we w e r e — t h a t t h e 

war was o v e r , t h a t t h e Japanese had s u r r e n d e r e d . And t h e 

n e x t few days , t h e y moved us o u t o f t h i s compound over i n t o 

a c a v a l r y camp. 

M a r c e l l o : I n t h e meantime, what k i n d o f c e l e b r a t i o n s t o o k p lace? 

J And what was y o u r r e a c t i o n when you were p r e t t y su re t h a t 

now t h e war was over? 

Rea: W e l l , we was eager t o hear what t h e n e x t news was a l l t h e 

t i m e . But t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t I remember a f t e r t h a t was 

t h e d i s t i n c t i o n t h a t we were a t l i b e r t y t o go o u t i n t o t h e 

town, you know. One Sunday a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r we had moved 

f r o m t h i s p a r t i c u l a r area and i n t o t h e c a v a l r y camp, w h i c h 

had b r i c k b u i l d i n g s — t e r r a z z o f l o o r s , t i l e r o o f s . . . r e a l 

n i c e b u i l d i n g s , b e a u t i f u l p l a c e . We s t a y e d t h e r e about , 

i t seemed l i k e , a week, week-and-ar -hal f , o r two weeks, and 
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t h e y began t o b r i n g i n a l a r g e r q u a n t i t y , a b e t t e r q u a n t i t y , 

o f f o o d . And a l l t h e peop le t h a t was i n t h e h o s p i t a l , 

t h e y moved them. They had g o t t e n s t r a w m a t t r e s s e s and 

m a t t r e s s e s o f any k i n d and p u t them on t h o s e i n t h e h o s p i t a l . 

T h i s camp commandant had gone ou t and come i n w i t h t r u c k l o a d s . 

o f t h o s e t h i n g s . 

But t h i s p a r t i c u l a r Sunday a f t e r n o o n , t h e r e was f i v e 

o f us t h a t was downtown when t h i s n a t i v e u p r i s i n g o c c u r r e d , 

1 guess. For two weeks b e f o r e t h i s happened, when we was 

o u t on w o r k i n g p a r t i e s , we'd see l a r g e g a t h e r i n g s o f p e o p l e — 

n a t i v e s — a n d t h e Japanese would be up on a s t a n d w i t h one 

o f t h e s e PA system h o r n s , you know, s p e a k i n g t o them. I 

d o n ' t know whether t h e y were t h e ones t h a t a g i t a t e d t h e 

n a t i v e s a g a i n s t t h e French p e o p l e o r j u s t what , b u t , an3rway, 

1 t h i n k t h e r e was some o f t h e French p e r s o n n e l t h a t t r i e d 

t o g e t i n t h e r e , and t h e n a t i v e s was a g a i n s t t h e French 

a t t h a t t i m e . I never d i d know t h e e x a c t h i s t o r y o f i t 

as t o where i t came f r o m , b u t t h e r e was some t h a t was 

dropped by p a r a c h u t e , and t h e s e n a t i v e s a t t a c k e d them, 

I don ' t have any c o n c r e t e e v i d e n c e . Whether anybody e l s e 

has spoke o f t h a t , I don ' t know. 

M a r c e l l o : I n o t h e r words , I guess I t wasn't t o o s a f e t o be-wandering 

around t h a t c i t y as a w h i t e man. 

Rea: Not t o o s a f e . I t su re wasn' t . But t h i s Sunday a f t e r n o o n , 

we were down I n t h e a r e a , and b e f o r e a n y t h i n g happened. 
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we were i.n a l i t t l e e a t i n g j o i n t o r c o l d d r i n k j o i n t o r 

someth ing o r a n o t h e r , and t h e r e was h i g h b o o t h s . When 

you s a t down, you c o u l d n ' t see t h e t o p o f anybody's head, 

b u t we h e a r d a f a m i l i a r v o i c e o f a p e r s o n up t h e r e , and 

somebody k i n d o f peeked ou t around t h e s i d e o f i t , and 

somebody s a i d , "There's ' B u f f h e a d ! ' " And, o f c o u r s e , 

we a l l r a i s e d up and . - . . -he had l e f t our compound, and 

he was dres sed i n a snow-white u n i f o r m t h e n — s h i r t and 

s l a c k s . And he saw us and he d r i f t e d . 

M a r c e l l o : Was he armed? 

Rea: No, he wasn' t armed a t t h a t t i m e . He was j u s t dressed l i k e 

a c i v i l i a n t h e n . But t h a t e x p r e s s i o n and h i s v o i c e and 

so on, we knew i t . And when he heard " B u f f h e a d " f r o m 

somebody , . . e v i d e n t l y , he h e a r d t h a t w o r d , and he t o o k 

o f f . Tha t ' s t h e o n l y encoun te r . 

Now t h e r e was some o f them t h a t s t a y e d i n camp w i t h 

U S — t h a t had come t o us l a t e — - a n d t h e y s t a y e d w i t h us even 

u n t i l we was l i b e r a t e d . But most o f them d i d n ' t s t a y . 

They headed p u t . But now t h a t was t h e e x p e r i e n c e w i t h 

" B u f f h e a d . " 

Now t h i s p a r t i c u l a r Sunday a f t e r n o o n , t h e y s t a r t e d 

m a r c h i n g i n a c i r c l e , j u s t b u i l d i n g up volume a l l a r o u n d — 

t h e s e n a t i v e s w a s — a n d sometime o r a n o t h e r some hothead 

f i r e d a s h o t , and t h a t s e t t h i n g s o f f . So we had q u i t e 

a l i t t l e a c t i v i t y and g u n f i r e t h a t a f t e r n o o n . There was 
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f i v e I n ray p a r t y , and we backed up I n t o an area t h e r e t h a t 

was k i n d o f a s t a i r c a s e , and r i g h t down i n f r o n t o f us was 

a l l t h e f i r i n g . We k i n d o f hacked up i n t h e r e f o r p r o t e c t i o n 

and t o see what was g o i n g on. 

There was some French p e o p l e , t h a t was i n t h e q u a r t e r s 

above t h i s , and t h e y came down and opened t h e door and 

asked us t o go up t o t h e i r q u a r t e r s . The f i v e o f us went 

up and spen t t h e n i g h t t h e r e t h a t n i g h t — t h e remainder o f 

t h i s n i g h t . 

The n e x t morning we dec ided we b e t t e r g e t o u t and ge t 

back t o camp. So we was making our way back t o camp, and 

a t v a r i o u s p l a c e s t h e r e would be a w h i t e woman, a French 

woman, and maybe a c h i l d o r two t h a t t h e n a t i v e s w o u l d n ' t 

l e t o u t o f t h a t a rea t o go back t o t h e i r home. Maybe t h e y 

was two doors down o r someth ing l i k e t h a t f r o m t h e house 

t h a t t h e y l i v e d i n . But a l l t h e n a t i v e s was armed w i t h 

bamboo p o l e s w i t h a s t e e l spear on t h e end, and t h e y were 

a l m o s t everywhere l i k e t h a t . 

I d o n ' t know what t h e o t h e r s e n c o u n t e r e d , h u t on our 

t r i p back t o t h e compound t h a t day, t h e s e women would come 

o u t and ask us t o w a l k them f r o m t h e i r house t o t h e o t h e r . 

I f t h e y were w i t h us , t hese n a t i v e guards wou ld l e t them 

go f r e e , you know, f r o m one p l a c e t o t h e o t h e r . But t hey 

wou ld n o t l e t them come o u t u n l e s s we were accompanying 

them. Now, why, I don ' t know. 
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But b e f o r e we were l i b e r a t e d , t h e y had b r o u g h t French 

women and c h i l d r e n i n t o t h e compound where we was, and they 

were l i v i n g i n t h e compound where we was. That ' s ano ther 

e x p e r i e n c e ( c h u c k l e ) . 

l a r c e l l o : Do you want t o e l a b o r a t e on t h a t ? 

l ea : Not t o o g r e a t . I don ' t know whether t h e o t h e r s have 

ment ioned i t o r n o t , b u t t h e French m o r a l s I s p r e t t y low. 

I t d i d n ' t make any d i f f e r e n c e t o them whether you was 

d r e s s e d o r whether you wasn't d r e s s ed . I f t h e y wanted t o 

come i n , why . . . and p r i o r t o them coming i n t o t h e camp, 

we c o u l d go o u t t o t h e w a t e r t a n k s i n t h e area and t a k e 

a b a t h j u s t s t a n d i n g o u t s i d e . But a f t e r t h e y came i n , 

we had t o go i n t o t h e c a v a l r y b a r n a r e a s , and somebody 

wou ld s t a n d a t t h e door t o keep them f r o m coming i n 

where we was b a t h i n g . And t h e r e ' s o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t t ook 

p l a c e here t h a t ' s n o t w o r t h m e n t i o n i n g . But t h e French 

m o r a l s . . . I always heard t h e y was bad, b u t I e xper i enced 

some o f i t , 

M a r c e l l o : And t h e s e , i n many cases, were m a r r i e d women? 

Rea: Many o f them were. 

M a r c e l l o : They had c h i l d r e n and so on. 

Rea: Many o f them were w i t h s m a l l c h i l d r e n , 

M a r c e l l o : When you t a l k e d about t h e end o f t h e war, you d i d n ' t men t ion 

l e a t h e r or n o t the Japanese commandant o f the compound 

g a t h e r e d you t o g e t h e r and gave you o f f i c i a l n o t i f i c a t i o n 
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t h a t ±t was t h e end o f t h e war and what you were supposed 

t o do. D i d t h i s h o t occur? 

The o n l y t i m e t h a t I remember h im g a t h e r i n g us t o g e t h e r 

and making any comment t o us was when we went t o t h e a i r p o r t 

and was w a i t i n g t o embark on t h e p l a n e t o l e a v e . He spoke 

E n g l i s h t o us t h e n . And we knew t h e n t h a t he was . . . 

we'd come t o f i n d o u t he'd been t o c o l l e g e i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , t o o . But he t o l d us , i n t h e course o f t h i s , t h a t 

he wou ld t r y t o make i t j u s t as easy f o r us as he c o u l d 

w h i l e we were under h i s command, and he hoped we had a 

s a f e j o u r n e y home and so on. 

But you had no i n s t r u c t i o n s t o remain i n t h a t compound 

u n t i l you were l i b e r a t e d ? 

None o t h e r t h a n t h e pamphlets t h a t we r e c e i v e d . 

And, o f c o u r s e , once you found o u t t h e war was o v e r , n o t h i n g 

c o u l d keep you I n s i d e t h a t compound, I guess. 

W e l l , most o f us remained t h e r e a f t e r t h i s encoun ter w i t h 

n a t i v e s o u t s i d e . - I d i d n ' t have any d e s i r e t o ge t ou t anymore 

because I f e l t l i k e t h a t t h i s was t h e b e s t t h i n g . And, o f 

c o u r s e , we were, sad when we go t t h e rumor l a t e r on t h a t 

t h e c o l o n e l t h a t came I n t o l i b e r a t e us was k i l l e d i n t h e 

h o t e l where I s t o o d guard t h a t n i g h t . S t r a y b u l l e t s went 

t h r o u g h t h e window and k i l l e d h i m i n a n o t h e r one o f these 

u p r i s i n g s and f i r i n g o f guns and so on and so f o r t h . I 

don ' t know whether anybody e l s e has ment ioned t h a t t o t h a t 



172 

e f f e c t o r n o t . 

l a r c e l l o : D e s c r i b e t h e a c t u a l l i b e r a t i o n , t h a t i s , t h e Americans o r 

t h e A l l i e s coming i n and g e t t i n g you o u t o f t h a t camp. 

l e a : W e l l , as I s a i d e a r l i e r , on August 14, t h e p l a n e s came 

i n and d i s t r i b u t e d t h e pamphle t s . The n e x t - d a y , I t h i n k , 

t h e r e was p o s s i b l y some more p l a n e s t h a t came i n , b u t I'm 

n o t s u r e whe ther i t was t h e second o r t h i r d day a f t e r t h a t . 

But about 4:30 i n t h e a f t e r n o o n , t h e r e was a b i g American 

p l a n e t h a t came i n , and we c o u l d see over t h e h o r i z o n t h a t 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t l anded a t t h e a i r f i e l d where we'd been 

w o r k i n g . And i n a s h o r t t i m e t h e r e was C a p t a i n Fi tzs lmmons 

and t h i s American c o l o n e l t h a t came i n t o l i b e r a t e us , and, 

oh, i t seemed l i k e t h e r e was a s e r g e a n t o r two. They drove 

up i n f r o n t o f t h e ga te i n a j e e p w i t h a .50-caa.lber machine 

gun s i t t i n g up on t h e t r i p o d on i t . 

And I was back o u t i n t h e compound t h e r e f r o m t h e main 

g a t e where t h e guards were s t a y i n g , and i t ' s a v e r y , v e r y 

v i v i d memory t o me t h a t t h i s j e e p drove up t o t h e g a t e . 

One o f t h e s e r g e a n t s go t o u t o f t h e j e e p , came t o t h e g a t e , 

and was g o i n g t o open i t . And t h e guards wasn't p a y i n g 

any a t t e n t i o n t o them a t a l l . E v i d e n t l y , t h e r e was some 

o f them t h a t was supposed t o have been w a t c h i n g t h e g a t e , 

b u t t h e y were j u s t s i t t i n g t h e r e a s l e e p . But t h i s s e rgean t 

wa lked up t o t h e g a t e and r a t t l e d I t , and he roused them 

up. And when he t u r n e d w i t h h i s back t o him, t h e y c o u l d 
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see t h a t American f l a g on t h e back o f h i s j a c k e t — f l i g h t 

j a c k e t , I guess. And, boy, you t a l k about t h i n g s t u r n i n g 

o v e r ! Those guards r e a l l y came t o t h e i r f e e t . So they 

opened t h e g a t e and l e t them i n . And t h e y came i n . 

C a p t a i n F i t z s lmmons , o f c o u r s e , when he came i n t o t h e 

compound, everybody was t h e r e t o see what was g o i n g on. 

C a p t a i n Fi t zs immons t o l d them t h a t p a r t o f t h e p e r s o n n e l 

had a l r e a d y been l i b e r a t e d , and t h i s group had come i n 

t o o r g a n i z e and see how many p l a n e s was needed t o c a r r y 

us o u t . That happened one a f t e r n o o n , and I b e l i e v e we 

spen t t h a t n i g h t and t h e n e x t day, and t h e word was t h a t 

t h e p l a n e s were l e a v i n g a t a c e r t a i n hour t h e n e x t morning . 

And some o f t h e p e r s o n n e l , a f t e r t h i s f i r s t o u t i n g , 

n eve r d i d come hack t o camp. They had gone i n t o q u a r t e r s 

w i t h French peop le and spent t h e n i g h t . And t h e y went 

t h r o u g h t h e a r e a w i t h t h e PA system on t h i s j e e p , s a y i n g 

t h a t t h e p l a n e s t o l i b e r a t e t h e American p e r s o n n e l would 

be l e a v i n g f r o m t h e a i r p o r t a t a c e r t a i n t i m e and t h a t 

t h e r e would Be a t r u c k a t t h e h o t e l t h a t wou ld b r i n g t h e 

guards and so on t h a t was s t a n d i n g guard a t t h e h o t e l t o 

t h e a i r p o r t a t t h a t t i m e . I f t h e y I n t e n d e d t o go as t h e 

Americans l i b e r a t e d on t h e s e p l a n e s , t h e y were t o be a t 

t h e h o t e l t h e n e x t morn ing . 

A f t e r t h e morn ing came and we g o t e v e r y t h i n g t aken 

c a r e o f , t h e y came i n w i t h t h e t r u c k and g a t h e r e d up t h e 
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guards, which I was s tanding guard a t t h a t time, and the 

r e s t of them was a l ready out a t the a i r p o r t . We f lew from 

Saigon to Bangkok, Tha i land , and from Bangkok i n t o C a l c u t t a , 

I n d i a . 

I s t h i s where you went i n t o the 142nd General H o s p i t a l ? 

Yes, 

When d id you get your f i r s t good meal, your f i r s t square meal? 

I guess I t was I n C a l c u t t a , I n d i a . 

Were you ab le to handle a l l t h a t food? 

I was, mysel f , because my a p p e t i t e was . . . w e l l , I j u s t 

f e l t l i k e , . . the f i r s t time I t r i e d the t a s t e of a Coke, 

I couldn' t swallow i t . I t was c o l d and T couldn' t swallow 

i t . When I ' d t r y to swallow, i t would J u s t come back on me. 

I hadn't thought about t h a t , but I guess you r e a l l y hadn't 

had anything co ld of any na ture , had you? 

No, and t h a t ' s my experience w i t h Coke. 1 t r i e d to dr ink 

one, but I ' d take a swallow, and i t j u s t wouldn't go down. 

Wel l , the f i r s t day or so wi th meals, I remember I had a 

good meal, and they had these I c e cream b a r s , you know, 

l i k e they had i n the Army. They was p u t t i n g them i n hot 

i c e to keep them, and we had a bar of those on our p l a t e s , 

and some of them h i t t ha t p r e t t y heavy. And there was some 

of them tha t d idn ' t get out of the mess h a l l because they 

" l o s t i t . " I t was j u s t too r i c h f o r t h e i r system. I t . 

wouldn't accept i t . Well , i t took me almost as long to 
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become accustomed to the American d i e t again as i t was to 

become accustomed to the r i c e d i e t . 

Marce l lo : 1 guess t h i s was one of your f i r s t exper iences w i th see ing 

women I n uniform, too, wasn't I t - — t h e WAC's? 

Rea: Yes , I t was. There's an exper ience tha t 1 forgot back here 

e a r l i e r . While we were I n Saigon, a f t e r we came back from 

Da L a t , being i n the area where we were, I r e c e i v e d correspondence 

from my w i f e , E s t e r , I b e l i e v e there was twenty-one d i f f e r e n t 

p i e c e s of m a l l I n card form, you know, t h a t came through. 

And among the l e t t e r s there was a p i c t u r e of her . I have 

a p i c t u r e t h a t ' s a copy of i t w i t h me now. That's the same 

p i c t u r e t h a t I r e c e i v e d about t h i r t y to f o r t y days p r i o r 

to our l i b e r a t i o n (shows p i c t u r e I n w a l l e t ) . 

Marce l lo ; That must have been a r e a l morale booster to have r e c e i v e d 

t h a t m a i l from home. 

Rea: I t sure was. I have t h i s p i c t u r e t h a t I r e c e i v e d during 

the course of time before we were l i b e r a t e d , and the time 

I r e c e i v e d t h a t , as I had spoken of e a r l i e r , I had my 

l e a t h e r c r a f t and so on. When we were I n t h i s c a v a l r y camp, 

there was l o t s of l e a t h e r harnes se s , l e a t h e r t h i n g s , l e f t 

t h e r e . And 1 run a c r o s s . . . I guess i t was an ammunition 

pouch-—leather pouch of some k ind . Anyway, I took t h i s 

l e a t h e r case and trimmed I t to where I could make a p i c t u r e 

frame out of t h i s l e a t h e r and found a p i e c e of g l a s s that 

I could put I n the f r o n t of i t . I put the l e a t h e r backing 
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on I t and the l e a t h e r frame around t h i s t h r e e - b y - f i v e 

p i c t u r e I ' d r e c e i v e d from here , and t h a t ' s i n my posses s ion 

y e t , 

Marce l lo: A f t e r your l i b e r a t i o n , d id you ever g ive any depos i t ions 

regard ing a t r o c i t i e s committed by Japanese or Korean 

personne l? 

Rea: No. 

Marce l lo : I know t h a t some of the men d i d , and I was wondering i f 

you had. 

Rea: No, I have not, I t h i n k I was given the opportunity p o s s i b l y 

once, but 1 d idn ' t f e e l l i k e t he re was anything I could 

add to or take from I t , Not having been abused as much 

as some of them, I d idn ' t th ink t he re was any p o i n t . The 

abuse tha t I r e c e i v e d was way under what l o t s of them 

r e c e i v e d , I considered myself very f o r t u n a t e , 

Marce l lo : Were you ever processed or prepared I n any way f o r the 

world t h a t you were going to have to f a c e now t h a t you 

were l i b e r a t e d ? 

Rea: No. 

Marce l lo ; I n other words, you r e c e i v e d no p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e s t s or 

anything of t h a t na ture? 

kea: Not to my knowledge. We spent about two weeks i n Walter 

Reed H o s p i t a l i n Washington, D. C , a f t e r l i b e r a t i o n . 

Some of them, p r i o r to being flown to the United S t a t e s , 

spent some time i n C a l c u t t a , I n d i a , f o r h e a l t h purposes. 
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But we were l i b e r a t e d on September 6, 1945, and, as I 

mentioned e a r l i e r . E s t e r and I were married on October 

9, 1941. We met i n E l Paso, Texas, on October 11, 1 9 4 5 — 

four y e a r s and two days from the time we were married. 

Marce l lo : Vlhen you get home, do you have any problems a d j u s t i n g to 

c i v i l i a n l i f e once again? 

Rea: Yes , I ' d say I d id f o r a per iod of time. One of the 

g r e a t e s t adjustments tha t I t h ink I had to overcome was 

the f e a r o f , I guess, what people thought when I was not 

a b l e to c o n t r o l my emotions. I s t i l l have problems today. 

But the worst b a t t l e I had, I guess,. . . my w i f e has 

r e l a t i v e s t ha t l i v e I n Oklahoma. And I n the f a l l of 1946— 

I b e l i e v e I t was ' 4 6 — I ' d come down w i t h her r e l a t i v e s , 

her mother and f a t h e r and-her, and come down wi th her 

r e l a t i v e s i n t o Oklahoma to go q u a i l hunt ing . . .no, I 

take I t back. She d idn ' t come. Her f a t h e r and I came 

down t h e r e . 

And during our v i s i t down there on our hunt,through 

the day, one of her cous ins was c o u r t i n g h i s fu t t i re w i f e 

a t t h a t time, and he i n v i t e d me to go to the show wi th 

him I n Waurlka, Oklahoma, the n i g h t he and h i s g i r l f r i e n d 

was going out together . We went I n t o the t h e a t e r , and 

there was a Japanese movie on. I don't even remember the 

name of I t . But I n the course of the movie, there was 

the j u n g l e scene of the b a t t l e of . . . I don't know what 
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a r e a I t was ±n, but, anyway, i t was a j u n g l e scene, and 

the Japanese were b a t t l i n g a g a i n s t the . . . during the 

war. And i t was so v i v i d to me tha t I guess 1 got so 

absorbed i n i t , and i t became so p l a i n to me t h a t I began 

to shake. I couldn't c o n t r o l ray l e g s , my arms, and a l l 

over. T h i s couple asked me i f I ' d l i k e to l e a v e . And 

I s a i d , "No. I f I walk out of here , I p o s s i b l y w i l l never 

get over I t . " 

Marce l lo : I know a l o t of the other f e l l o w s t h a t I ' v e t a l k e d to had 

problems i n terms of being around crowds o f people. That 

k i n d of bothered them q u i t e a b i t . And I ' v e heard o thers 

say t h a t they couldn't s t a y i n one p l a c e very long, t ha t 

they had to keep moving around. And o ther s had t roub le 

a d j u s t i n g to a good bed. 

Rea: We l l , 1 d idn ' t have any problems t h e r e , I don't t h ink . 

Having gone t h r o n g t h i s exper ience , i n a few m i n u t e s — t o 

cont inue the s t o r y — I was ab le to s e t t l e down and overcome 

the j e r k s and so on and so f o r t h through the r e s t of the 

movie and had no more problems. S ince then I ' ve been able 

to t a l k about most of i t without any emotions; but o c c a s i o n a l l y 

I t ge t s so v i v i d t ha t i t s t i l l a f f e c t s me (weeping). 

Marce l lo : I have one l a s t ques t ion , and I t h ink we've d i s c u s s e d t h i s 

o f f and on throughout the I n t e r v i e w , but I th ink we can 

k ind of draw i t together here. As you look back upon 

your exper iences as a pr i soner-o f -war , what do you 
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see as being the key, or keys , to your s u r v i v a l ? How 

come you came back, and some of them are s t i l l over 

there? 

I c o n t r i b u t e I t mainly to having a w i f e a t home tha t I 

could come back to . 

Something to l i v e f o r back here. 

Because as long as I was over t he re , I kept say ing to 

myse l f , " I ' l l be see ing you." And t h a t help and the 

power of God brought me back. 

We l l , Mr. Rea, I t h ink t h a t ' s a p r e t t y good p l a c e to end 

t h i s I n t e r v i e w . I want to thank you very much f o r having 

p a r t i c i p a t e d i n our p r o j e c t . You've s a i d a l o t of very 

I n t e r e s t i n g and Important t h i n g s , and I'm sure tha t s c h o l a r s 

w i l l f i n d your comments most v a l u a b l e when they use them 

to study t h i s p o r t i o n of World War I I . 
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