
True Crime in the Archives:
Darlie Routier– Rowlett, Texas

Presented by Adriance Rhoades
University of North Texas Special Collections



NBC 5/KXAS Television News Collection

Images: Courtesy of the NBC 5/KXAS Television News Collection, University of North Texas Special Collections.



The Routier Family

The Routier family includes Darlie, her husband Darin, and her three sons 
Drake, Damon, and Devon. They resided in a suburb of  Rowlett, Texas, 
approximately 20 miles northeast of  Dallas. Darlie was a stay-at-home mother 
and Darin ran his own electronics company called Testnec Electronics. 

Image: Dallas Morning News



June 6th, 1996

Image: Dallas Morning News



Source: https://darliefacts.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/darlie-statement-june-8-96.pdf

Darlie’s Statement
“I felt Damon press on my right shoulder and heard him cry, this made me really come 
awake and realized there was a man standing down at my feet walking away from me. I 
walked after him and heard glass breaking. I got halfway through the kitchen and turned back 
around to run and turn on the light, I ran back towards the utility room and realized there 
was a big white handled knife lying on the floor, it was then that I realized I had blood all 
over me and I grabbed the knife thinking he was in the garage so I thought he might still be 
there and I yelled for Darin.

I ran back through the kitchen and realized the entire living area had blood all over 
everything. I put the knife on the counter and ran into the entrance, turned on a light and 
started screaming for Darin, I think I screamed twice and he ran out of  the bedroom with his 
jeans on and no glasses and was yelling, what is it, what is it. I remember saying he cut them, 
he tried to kill me, my neck, he ran down the stairs and into the room where the boys were. I 
grabbed the phone and called 911.” 



Police arrive at the scene within minutes after the 911 call was placed around 2:30 a.m. to 
find that both boys and Darlie had been stabbed. Damon was still alive when paramedics 
arrived.

The Texas Monthly reported that, “Darlie, who was also sleeping downstairs, had two slice 
wounds in her right forearm and one in her left shoulder, and her throat had been cut. 
Doctors said she survived only because the knife stopped two millimeters short of  her carotid 
artery.”

Devon was pronounced dead at the scene and Damon was pronounced dead on arrival at the 
hospital. Darlie was brought to the hospital and underwent surgery for her injuries. On June 
8th Darlie was released from the hospital.

June 6th, 1996 Cont.



The Infamous Silly String Video

Video: [News Clip: Routier parents], video, June 14, 1996, 10:00 p.m., The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Special Collections.






Final Thoughts



Sources
• ABC News. (2019a, May 11). Last Defense - Darlie Routier | 20/20 | Part 1 [Video]. 

YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwcmJKILeIE
• ABC News. (2019b, May 11). Last Defense - Darlie Routier | 20/20 | Part 2 [Video]. 

YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwPiKsF1iO8&t=290s
• Cardona, C. Z. (2018, June 19). 5 controversial moments in the case that sent Darlie 

Routier to death row for her son’s murder. Dallas Morning News. 
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/crime/2018/06/19/5-controversial-moments-in-the-
case-that-sent-darlie-routier-to-death-row-for-her-son-s-murder/

• Darlie’s Last Defense. (n.d.). Darlie’s Last Defense. https://darlieslastdefense.com/
• Hollandsworth, S. (2002, July). Maybe Darlie Didn’t Do It. Texas Monthly. 

https://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/maybe-darlie-didnt-do-it/
• Ray, P. (2020, July 13). Virus slows Routier case. Altoonamirror.Com. 

https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/07/virus-slows-routier-case/
• The Darlie Routier Case. (n.d.). Darlie Facts. https://darliefacts.com/



Thank you!

Any questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

