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KEEPING THE FARM

Denton County groug
is working to preserve

99-year-old property

By Janis Leibs Dworkis
Special Contributor to The Dallas Morning News

PILOT POINT — If you walked into Roy and
Burnie Jones' farmhouse in Denton County,
you'd be taking a #tep back in time. Although
the Joneses are no longer living, their ¥-year-
old farmhouse stands as testimony to a way of

. -life that has all but disappesred from North
TeXas. :

I fact, Jones Farm, located in the 48 000-acre
Ray Roberts Lake State Park, is considered one
of the prime examples of 19th-century rural
culture in North Texas. And a group of local
residents, known as Friends of Jones Farm, is
working to preserve as much of the farm as
possible,

“We have & lot of artifacts here — primarily
becatise the Jones family didn't throw their old
stuff away as they passed from horse<irawn
farming implements to the tractor — and we're
really concerned about keeping those in Denton
‘County,” says Mike Cochran, president of
Friends of Jones Farm and newly elected Den-
ton city councliman,

The Jones family farmed the land for several
generaticns — growing peanuts, cotton, corn,
oats atid hay, and ralsing chickens, sheep, cattle
and hogs.

But when most families moved to the citles
in the earlier part of this century, the Jones
family kept their farm. Roy Jones lived on his
ferm until the US. Army Corps of Engineers §8
bought his property in 1983, He then moved to
nearby Pllots Point, where he lived until his
death {n 1995,

Mr. Cochran says the fact that the farmhouse

Please see GROUP on Page 4Q.
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Above: This barn at the Jones farm
contains equipment that was pulled by
horses or mules. The farm, in the
48,000-acre Ray Roberts Lake State Park,
is being presetved with an eye toward
restoration. At left: Nadine Pitzinger is
vice president of Friends of Jones Farm,
which is working to preserve the
99-year-old farm. Above left: The old
skeleton key at the Jones farm still
works in the doors.
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omson team supplies
bod-burning creations
eateries nationwide

Kelleyanne Noone
f Writer of The Dallas Morning News

LEWISVILLE — Pat Nicholaou and
ven Trueblood are all fired up
out their business, a small Lewis
e wood-burning oven manufactur-
that supplies restaurants nation-
de.

The mother and son are the found
E and sole employees of Southwest
hodburning Ovens Inc., which pro-
ces custom stone plzza ovens. Mr.
ueblood makes them; Ms. Nicholaoi
1s them.

Ms. Nicholacu, 59, first heard about
od-burning ovens from attending
de shows for her job at an Italian
port company, discovering that
by were popular in New York, Chics
and California,

“] contld really see the trend. A lot
the chains were starting to fran-
se out, and a lot of the companies
ire franchizing out,” said Ms. Niche-
b, “So I alked to Steve, and we
ided to start our cwn little compa-
. We traveled around and did a lot
research and went to a lot of restau-
h tS."

Mr. Trueblood, 33, with experienice
construction and woodworking,

he sought tips froi those who
ew them best.

*{ talked to the chefs and said, T
u could change anything on your
en, what would you like to change?
d that's how I came up with my
en. I made my oven exactly what
ey wanted,” he said.

They launched Scuthwest Wood-

ght himself how to build the ovens.;

ustom oven business is

Pat Nicholaou and her son, Steven Trueblood,
stand beside one of their commercial wood-

burning Ovens three years ago with
little capital but a lot of determination,
and it's now one of three U.S. wood-
burning oven manifacturers. Seven
other companies import such ovens
from Italy, they said. .

Mr. Trueblood bullds & wooden
moid for the oven and then wraps it in
fiberglass. To ensure a tight fit, he
pours refractory material into the
mold from front to back, He then com-
pletes the stonework on the exterior.

Developing a process that would
guarantee a flawless — and stickfree
— finish on the inside took him a
year. Mr. Truetlond also designed a
special flue to contain the smoke, pre-
venting it from pouring out of the
oven and possibly causing burns. The

Kaye Dotson
state Child
or; Melanie

b organization. Nevertheless, the or-
Enization still relies on community
ntributions for most of its funding
d continues to struggle to remain in
peratiot, Ms, Barry said.

ill. the oreanization is a lot better
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Barry, CASA executive director; and Dr. Celia
williamson, University of North Texas social
work department chairman,

with CP5 on this pilot effort, Ms. Barry
Said.

“In cases where parents’ rights are
terminated, CP5 starts looking for ex-
tended family to place the children
with," Ms. Ba id “B i

flue ellminates the need for a hood
over the oven, which other manufac-
turers' models require.

Ms. Nicholaou built up clientele
strictly by cold calls, and the company
has shipped 90 ovens, “with no com-
plaints so far,” she said. Three manu-
facturer representatives, including
Barney LaBeaume and Co. Inc. in San
Antonioc, have sighed on in the past
slx months. Ms. Nicholaou suid she
hopes to increase sales further by at-
tending restaurant trade shows her-
self.

Southwest Woodburning Ovens al-
80 wants 1o tap the residential market.
With a smaller model for home chefs,
Ms. Nicholaow hopes to line up deals
with homebuilders. The eotnpany has
g0ld sbout a half-dozen of the smaller
ovens, which go for about $3,000, com-
pared with $4,000 to $10,000 for the
restaurant models,

Southwest Woodburning Ovens'
first commercial customer was Cafe
Terra Cotta in Tucson, Ariz. Among its
others are Granite Cafe and Bitter
End Brewery in Austin the Original
Pasta Company chain in Houston and

 Bellini's and Joe Viggs Italian Eatery

in Oklahoma, A Hyatt Regency hotel
in Guatemala has one, too.

heating up
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burning ovens. Mr. Trueblood makes them
and Ms. Nicholaou sells them.

Potential deals are in the works,
Ms. Nichelaou said chefs {from Eatzi's
markets, # joint venture of Phil Roma-
no and Brinker International in Dal
las, are planning to cock in the ovens
at the company's Lewisville facility
and could purchase three. Southwest
Woodburning Ovens also could land a
deal with Romana'’s Macaroni Grill for
several ovens if the chefs approve, she
said,

Despite its small size, the company
seems to have built a solid reputation
AMONE CUstomers,

"We do quality work here, and it
really doesn't matter the size of your
place” said Mr. Truebloed, “1 was al-
ways wortled about people coming
out, the franchise peaple, but if you
have a quality item, it doesn't matter
how big your shop is”

“They all like the fact that its
handmade,” added Ms. Nicholaow.

Then there's the builtin good luck
charm included with all ovenz. Ms.
Nicholacu sprinkles a little bit of sand
from the Our Lady of Guadalupe
shrine in 3anta Fe, NM., on every
stove while it is being made.

“I hope this oven is good for the
person who buys it she says during
the routine.
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Group seeks to preserve 99-year-old Denton County farm

- . £ontinued from Page 1Q.
_-“hasn't been altered since Mr. Jones
= ‘Teft adds to its historic value. “Right
Tow, it's as if Mr. Jones had just
Ewalked out the door. The calendar
T4he had is still up on the wall. Thete
- 1are all kinds of farm equipment in
7 Agrious states of disrepair, just like
:Zhe left them. And you can feel in
-, <the barn where the wood is smooth
-in pleces from years and vears of
. farmers’ hands."

- 'In addition to the 99-year-old
“farmhouse, the property includes a
Garn built in 1939 {after lightning
. demolished the family’s original
barn}, two chicken honses, a corn
‘bin, two sheds that house part of
the family’s blacksmith shop and
-other equipment, and several cattle
‘chutes.
. ‘Mr. Cochran first heard about
- dones Farm about 10 years ago,
hen the property was already

owned by the Corps of Enginesrs
and was included in the proposed
Ray Roberts Lake State Park. At that
tirae, the Texas Department of
Parks and Wildlife, which manages
the park, was considering two con-
cepts for the property: developing it
into a full park facility or leaving it
alone to eventually decay.

“That's when Friends of Jones
Farm came together,” Mr. Cochran
says. "We had abount 125 people
come 1o our first meeting 1987, The
level of support has just been amaz-
ing to me"

The group’s first concern was to
secure the property ih its current
condition to protect against the
vandalism that could degrade its
histeric value. In response to those
concerns, the Corps built a security
fence arpund the property and two

‘canopy-style sheds to protect the

corn crib and some of the horse-

drawn equipment. In the meantime,
the Parks Department has been con-
sidering its long-tetm plans for the
Property.

“We bave operations]l responsi-
bility to basically mothball Jones
Farm until 2000,” says Russel Fish-
beck, park manager for Ray Roberts
Lake State Park, "After that, I don™
know what direction ourtagency
will take with it. I would think that
at least the main house could be
preserved in its present state and
open to the poblic for tours. But
there are a lot of people with differ-
ent goals and dreams for the prop-
erty. So we'll just have to wait and
see what direction the agency
wants o go."

The long-term goal of Friends of
Jones Farm is to restore the farm-
house to its early 20th-century ap-
pearance and open it to the public.

"We envision It a5 a museum, but

4 touchable museum," says Nadine
Pitzinger, vice president of Friends
of Jones Farm and a former friend.
atid neighbor of Roy and Burnie
Jones. "We want to restore it to its
1904 appearance, and we do have
photographs of it from that time,
We'd have to take off some enclosed
perches and take out a bathroom to
get it back to that state. Some of us
are hoping to be able to do that
wirk ourselves."

In the meantime, before the Fate
of Jones Farm is finally settled, Ms.
Pitzinger, a retired schoolteacher,
gives tours of the farm to school
groups. “1 really want to preserve
Jones Farm for educational purpos-
es — for the children, or for anyone
who doesn't know how a farm was
operated,” she says. “I'm amazed at
the number of people who have
turned out so far."

Janiz Leibs Dworkis is a Dallas-
based fres-lance writer.
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November 25, 1992

Mr. Melvin Willis
District Manager
GTE Scuthwest
P.0O. Box b20
Denton, TX 76202

Dear Melvin:

m--glad we were finally able to visit about t R
tﬂ&’" and the Bloomfield School and I appreciate your
intereast,

As I promised, here is a letter I received from Mike
Cochran on the status of the Jones Farm plus a press
release from the Corps of Engineers. This project remains

very much alive and there are a number of interasted

pecple continuing this cause. fflyﬂul
Regarding the Bloomfield 8School...I will contact the :
University of North Texas and find out more. C?ﬁbﬁ
Bureau and your friendship. Folks like you keep me going! c

Sincerely,

£

i

Jo Ann Ballantine ffﬂif‘
Vice President

Thanks for your support of the Convention & Visitors (i &7







Friends of the Jones Farm

1301 East Pecan
Gainesville, Texas

wb240
November &, 1992
Dear Faithful Members,

The Friends of the Jones Farm will meet, on Saturday,
November 14, to discuss some important new developments
pertaining to the Jones Farm (see enclosed prezs release).

The meeting will be held at 10:00 am at the Mountain
Springs Community Center. The Center is located on FM 372,
just north of FM 922 (take I-35 to Valley View from Denton or
Gainegville, exit on FM 922 and go east). Following the
business meeting the group will visit the Jones Farm, which
is located in the Johnson Branch State Park.

We invite all members and other interested citizens to
this meeting to learn about the conclusion of negotiations
with the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.

Az you all know, we have been waiting for the last
several vears for the Corps and Parks and Wildlife to come to

gome agreement about the future of the Jones Farm. Now it's

time for us to act and we need your energy and ideas to help

us determine where we go from here.

Sincerely,

MM?Maﬁ cftgﬂfﬁfa & Nibe Coochran







ED 'News Release

US Army Corps
of Engineers

Fort Werth District CESWF-PA-92-0074 SALLY 5. WERST

Release Ma. L onbgct
Immediate 10 Sept 92 817-33.-34005

For Relegie: Phane.

Jones Farm Agreement Signed

A unique., cooperative plan for the management and pocential

develepment of the historic Jones Farm, located at Ray Roberts
Lake near Denton, has been signed by federal and state agaencies
and private citizen=z. The plan provides the opportunity for
future development of the Jones Farm by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TEFWD). TPWD has agreed to maintain the Jones
Farm buildings in their present condition and to provide security
untii the vear 2000.

Working together will be the Fort Worth District,
Corps of Engineers, tho Toxas Stane Higtoric Proservalio
the Advisory Council on Historioc Preservaticon, the Texas Parks
and wildlife Department, and Friends of the Jones FParm, & group
ot pegple interesterd in prescrving the 140-vear-old farm.

The Corps of Engineers has placed exhibits on the Jongs Farm
at the Denton County Histeorical Museum, Morton Museum of Cooke
County, and Red River Historical Museum. Thege are available for
loan by schools and libraries. The Corps is alzo publishing a
descriptive report on the farm which will record its present
condition using archeological, archiwval, architectural angd oral
history data, The Corps will nominate the farm to the National
Fegister ¢f Histovric Placoes and engure that the eguipment and
cther artifacts are properly curated and made acgessible for

study purposes.

Persons interested in joining the Friends of the Jones Farm
may contact Margaret Hays, 1301 East Pecan Street, Gainasgville,
Texas 76240, (817-665-4854), or Mike Cochran, 609 West Oak

Street, Denton, Texas 76201, (817-387-0595).
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2/21/89 - Margaret Hays and Mike Cochran met with
the Corps at Fort Worth to express interest of FJF in
having the Jenes farm developed.

2/28/89 - Margaret Hays and Mike Cochran went to
Austin to consult with TPFWD and THC officials.
TPWD was receptive to the idea of development but
non-committal regarding possibilities; made sugges-
tions for FJF action such as collecting historical data.
THC was very supportive.

Summer 1989 - TPWD did interim stabilization on
buildings at Jones Farm.

4/23/90 - After more than a year of no contact, Corps
invited FJF to a meeting in Fort Worth with Corps
and TPWD officials. FJF was told that the Corps
and the TPWD agreed that it would not be feasible
for them to sign a MOA. Corps stated that it had
only $150,000. for mitigation, but the TPWD  es-
timated the cost of development at $1,0600,000. Both
indicated they would be pleased if FJF would raise
funds for development. In response to request, FJF
suggested, among other things, that some travelling
exhibits be prepared about the Jones farm and per-
haps a native prairie be developed at the site for
demonstrating historical farming techniques. Corps
suggested possibility of having a "History Festival”
at the site.

5/1/90 - Corps issued press release regarding meeting
of 4/23/90, reporting that agreement between
Corps and the TPWD for an MOA could not be
reached. The Corps would proceed with mitigation
plan consisting of archival research, oral histories,
architectural documentation, archaeological excava-
tion and possible farm implement relocation.

6/1/90 - Letter from THC to Corps suggesting that, in-
stead of proceeding with proposed mitigation pilan,
the Corps develop and implement a preservation
pian that would inciude “stabilization and routine
maintenance activities that will properly protect the
site” for possible future development into a historic
park; and discouraged the proposed relocation of
farming implements.

6/9/90 - Meeting of FJF at Sanger.

6/27/90 - Congressman Stenholm’s office called Corps
regarding jones farm, particularly about plans to re-
locate farm implements.

6/28/90 - At Corp's invitation, FJF met in Fort Worth
with Corps, TPWD, and THC. Attending on behalf
of FJF were Hays, Cochran, Charles Bartush, Cooke
County Judge, Jim Robertson, Cooke County Com-
missioner Kenneth Alexander, and representatives
of State Senator Steve Carriker, and State Repre-
sentatives Ric Williamson and Jim Homn. Also in at-

tendance was Patti Kent, a representative of Denton
County Comrnissioner Buddy Cole.

At this meeting, THC submitted statistical data on
the popularity of historical sites and historical mu-
seums with Texas tourists. Corps reviewed its mit-
igation plan {see 5/1/%0 above), also stating that
completicn of such plan would remove the Jones
Farm'’s eligibility for the National Register of His-
toric Places and complete the Corps' responsibility
for the Jones farm. Corps and TPWD presented re-
moval from the National Register as a positive step,
but THC and FJF took to opposite view. Corps stat-
ed that the farm implements would remain at the
Jones farm during the stabilization period. TPWD
stated that Jones Farm "is primarily of local inter-
est” and emphasized the cost of developing and
maintaining a living history museum. As a result of
FIF's insistence on a written commitment working
toward development, TPWD agreed to commit to
writing its intent to continue maintaining the struc-
ture for 10 years. Foliowing this meeting the THC
stated that the matter could be taken to the Ad-
visory Council on Historic Preservation if the di-
vergent views could not be reconciled. The Ad-
visory Council is a federal agency, charged with
overseeing the Historic Preservation Act. Any fed-
eral agency, such as the Corps, must have ifs ac-
tions regarding historic preservation, reviewed by
the Advisory Ceuncil for compiiance with the fed-
eral Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

7/5/90 - THC letter to the Corps stating " we continue

to recommend a preservation program for the site
rather than the mitigation plan,” saying the site,
"eould some day be utilized as an interpretive cen-
ter for early 20th century farming practices in
North Central Texas They recommended that
“the Corps and the TPWL! enter into an agreement
to preserve the site for a 10-year period,” and that
such a preservation plan could be "utilized by the
two agencies and the FJF to promote funding.” The
THC also recommended that the Corps build a
fence arpund the site and have the farm listed on
the MNational Register. It also expressed concern
about the proposal to conduct archaeological in-
vestigations at the jones Farm rather than activities
that would promote preservation of the structures.

7713790 - Letter from State Senator Steve Carriker to

TPWD "urging them to fund the Jones Farm."

7/25/90 - Letter from the Corps to the State Historic

Preservation Officer, the director of THC, with mit-
igation plan revised to provide a pole barn at the
jones farm to store and protect artifacts and to pro-
duce a "popular report” about the Jones Farm.

8/14/90 - THC letter to Corps reiterating that a Na-

tional Register nomination for the Jones Farm
should be prepared {which could "aid in securing
funds to preserve it"}, that a detailed preservation
plan for the Jones Farm be prepared, that the sug-
gested fence be erected, and archaeclogical excava-
tions be given a lower priotity.

5728790 - Letter from Andrew Sanscm, Executive Di-

rector, TPWTD, to State Representative Ric William-
son that the TPWD "is currently working with the
Corps of Engineers, the THC and the Friends of the
Jomes farm to explore all future preservation al-
ternatives."

9/11/90 - Letter from the Advisory Council on His-

toric Preservation to the Corps stating that "the
proposed mitigation plan is not appropriate,”™ and
“this approach fo the management of historic prop-
erties does not comport with the intent of the Act
(National Historic Preservation Act) or the word-
ing of Section 110 (of the Act)."

Further the Council stated, “we find that the con-
sequences of the proposed mitigation were mis-
represented in the Record of Meeting notes dated
July 28, 1990," and "the perception that conducting
the proposed mitigation would conclude the
Corps’ responsibility to the Jones Farm and re-
maove its eligibility from the National Register is
incorrect. The Farm, after conducting the proposed
mitigative actions, would remain the Corps’ re-
sponsibility. . ."

In addition the Council pointed out that, under Sec-
tion 111 of the Act, historic properties under the
Corps' ownership leased to another entity, “would
require Council's review . . . and a Preservation
Plan" to ensure maintenance compatible with Sec-
tion 106 of the Act.

In conclusion, the Council stated, "we wish to em-
phasize that the content of the SHPO's letters of
June 1, July 5, and August 14, 1990 are consistently
correct and accurate in their porirayal of the Corps'
legal responsibilities to the Jones Farm."

10/11/90 - Letter from the Corps to replying to Ad-

visory Council’s letter in which Corps re-states its
belief that with the current mitigation plan it has
fulfilled its responsibilities to the Jones farm. They
further state that, "we have encouraged and will
continue to encourage future interpretive develop-
ment of the farm...”

They continue, however, stating, "after mitigation is

complete, the site may be allowed to deteriorate,
be razed and destroyed for construction purposes,
or be utilized for inferpretive development should
funding become available.”

10/23/90 - Letter from the Acting Assistant Secretary

of the Army {Civil Works} to Congressman Charles
Stenholm stating the Corps position on the Jones
Farm and stating that all the Jones Farm implements
will remain on site during interim stabilization, "but
can be put on loan for use should interpretive de-
velopment take place.”

11/5/90 - Letter from the Advisory Council to the

Corps stating that disagreements still exist between
the State Historic Preservation Officer at the Texas
Histotical Commission and the Corps.

The Council, although recognizing the positive ele-
ments of the proposed mitigation plan, states that
"the intent of the plan as a mechanism for the
Corps to divest itself of any future management
responsibilities for the Jones farm violates Sec-
tions 106 and 110 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act" In this regard, the letter points out
several incorrect assumptions of the Corps, in-
cluding the fact that "Implementation of the mitiga-
tion plan will absclve the Corps from further re-
sponsibiliies to the properties regarding future
impacts.” It further states that “the Corps should
fulfill its Section 106 responsibilities by developing
a preservation plan” {re SHPO's letter of §/14/90).

This letter also sugpgests that the Corps "initiate ne-
gotiations with the Friends of the Jones Farm ... to
pursue the dewelopment of a cooperative agree-
ment or lease pursuant to Section 111 of the Act
..Initial start-up monies for developing an inter-
pretive facility may be obtainable from the funds
that would have otherwise been used for {ar-
chaeological) excavation under the mitigation plan
or through other funding available to the Corps.”

In conclusion, this letter states:

“In short, the proposed mitigation plan is founded
on misinformation about the Corps legal re-
sponsibilities, and fails to recognize the op-
portunities available to the Corps which would
promote effective management of the resource,
public involvement, interest and support. With
appropriate revisions, the mitigation plan be de-
veloped into a preservation plan that would
change the Corps' management approach from cne
leading to ultimate destruction to one which pro-
motes preservation and enhancement of the re-
source for the public's enjoyment and benefit"

11/15/50 - Telephone conversation between M. Hays

and the Texas Historical Comimnission in which it
was learned that the Corps would proceed with the
planned archaeclogical work at the Jones Farm and
settie the dispute as it goes along.




FRIENDS OF THE JONES FARM:

i ; This letter has just been
T 1 received. All who wish to come
—_— are welcome.
Tt 7 AR i This will be a chance to see
Uﬂlverﬂlty of NUTth lexas the archeological work being done
Department of Biological Sciences now and to view the large agri-
Bivision of Environmental Scicnees cultural equipment before it is
Institure of Applhied Sciences placed under a protective covering.
We look forward to_ seeing you

February 4, 1991 there. F

Ms. Margaret Hays, President
Friends of the Jones Farm
Cooke County Heritage Society
1301 E. Pecan

Gainesville, Texas 76240

Dear Ms. Hays:

As part of our continuing historical and archaeological
;esear?h iq the Ray Roberts Lake area, we are currently conducting
investlgations at two historic farms. These farms include the Jones
Farm and the Johnson Homeplace. This research is funded by the U.35.
Army Corps of Engineers, Ft. Worth District.

You and your organization's members are cordially invited to
tour theQ;gggE‘Farmégt Ray Roberts Lake on Saturday, February 16,
1991, from 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. A map is enclosed, and large road
signs ("NTSU Archaeology Open House" in green letters) will direct
visitors to the farm. This tour is subject to Texas Weather, but it

will go on as scheduled in light rain or mist.

. The tour qill include a guided walk arcund the Jones Farm and
will include displays of farm implements and preserved artifacts.

There are plenty of flat, grassy places to have a picnie lunch, so
bring a blanket or folding chairs if you wish.

Sincerely,

o
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Bonnie Yates
Susan A. Lebo
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«Battle of Crettysburg, 1863

. Washmgron s:gned into law a bill authorizing
purchase of land at West Point, 1790

R «.Independence Day

Stamford 60111 Cowboy Reunion
....Dcnton Starme Bread and Circus Theatre
presents “A Double Dose of Disaster,”

Civic Center Park (566-8270)

Liberty Bell cracked, 1835

. Washington D.C. established as Capitol, 1791
~Jeffersonwrate that English and Spanish

both had designs on the Mississippi, 1790
Carrollton: Christmas in July Barbecue
...Denton: Senior Adults Keep Cool Celebration,
Scnior Center (566-8280)

S wState Depariment presented plan to
estabhsh umf’orm currency, weights, and measures
. « Congress passed bill providing support for
Iighrhouses beacons, buays, and public piers, 1790
Apolio astronauts landed on moon, 1969

Denton: Ice Cream Social,

Northlakes Center (566-8287)

.Denton: Original Children’s Books
Tustrations from the Massic Collection,
Meadows Gallery

Decatur: Old Settlers Reunion (817/627-7090)
-..LLS. Pastal Service faunded, 1775

Korean War ended, 1953

weernennn e CLLlAW Samt Bass died, 1878

First U.5. Patent Office apened, 1790

NO TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER

A Hero
Tragedy Stalks Beyond the Grave

Andrew Jackson Hitchcock
Born at Columbus, Ga,, Feb. 21,
1814, Came to Texas a member
of Capt. Wadsworth’'s Co., Ga.
Batt. Was with Col. Fannin at
Goliad Massacre and escaped.
Burned to death at Denton, Tex-
as, Aug. 25th, 1887,

"A brave soldier, a true friend
and charitable Christjan"

The grave of this brave
man, who for some unaccountable
reasonh 1% not yet properly pla-
ced in Texas History may be
found near the northwest corner
of the IQ0OF Cemctery., The mar-
ker has been vandalized.

FRIENDS OF JONES FARN NEETING
' Valley View, June Pth F

Two members of the Denton
County Historical Commission
attended. Denton, Cook, Wise,
Montague, Collin and Graysgon
counties were represented and
an Antigque Farm Equipment Scci-
ety from Cook County.

After listening to Presi-
dent Margaret Hays and Vice
President Mike cochran, we left
with these impressions:

1. The U.S. Corps of En-
gineers and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Dept. know nothing
about North Central Texas farms
and are thinking of & career
advancement.

2. Talk of money neces-—
gary for more study-—when North
Texas has made a very complele
inventory of everything on the
farm, and an in-depth oral his-
tory. Everything is there just
waiting.

3. Money for a visitors
center--completely out of char-
acter with the idea of a work-
ing farm museum. All this socu-
nds like a Walt Disney produc-
tion-not a down to earth learn-
ing experience. There are gsuyc-
cessful working farms with par-
king away from the farm--ap-
proached by walking through a
natural setting--no visitors
cEfnter--met by guides in dress
of the period and guided Lhrou-
gh the farm. -

4. Unless someone with
available political clout be-
comes Iinterested in Jones Farm
it will be lost forever. There
is already talk of sending the
many pieces of horse drawn farm
equipment fto another location.

This farm is complete down
to the last nail. It needs to
have conservation measures tak-
en and the house refurnished in
the peried. Alsco a lot of yard

work done.
**M*******tﬂ****m*ﬂ****ﬂﬂ*t*‘fj
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DALLAS COUNTY

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
June 7, 189890
Book Depository Building, Dallas

Eleven members of the DCHC
met wilth the Dallas County His-
torical Commission at tLheir
regular monthly mccting in the
Commissioners Courlroom at 12
noon. The wmeeting WwWas cCcon-
ducted at a brisk pace by Cha-
irman Helen Jankowskil.

The meeting was over 1in
one hour and ten minutes. Mem-
bers of both Commigsions walked
te an Eaxt End restaurani for
a lively lunch. Many ideas and
problems were exchanged along
our two long tables.

The DCHC visiled the 6th
Floor Museum at the Booeok Depos-
itory as gueust of the Dallas
Commission after lunch.

A Eatatatatghaiatahytak@lgtatytetotytytyty
FINE ARTS THEATER
Building on the Square

Phateuataigty

The building has been vac-
ant over seven years, and its
future clouded due to fire damp-
age., It has been lecased by the
Denten Bible Church. It 1is
scheduled teo move ils vutreach
center in during September.

The center will have a
coffee shop atmesphere with an
informal congregation approach.
The neon lights will remain and
the interior murals will bke
preserved. An estimated $50,000
will be invesied in the build-
ipg, with altention given to
maintaining its architectural
integrityYririririetrir i vty

From a letter by Jane Biles
Srfrdetr ey Main Street Program Manager

B g g ggutigipigigisistaiathigs
TOMBSTONE FOUND

Shortly afler arriving in
the DCHC office the morning of
June 20th, Peggy Jordan receiv-
ed a8 call from the Denton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s coffice. Daputy
O'Brien said someone had turned
in a tombstone and wondered if
we could locate where it belon-
ged. The stone had washed up
in a creek bed west of Denton
on Airport Road.

The stone read, "Jehn Til-
man, son of L.B. and Kalhleen
Shaver, Born July 8, 1920; died
July 10, 1820.

The cemetery records were
checked and the exact location
for the sltone was found, lot
#27 in the IOOF cemelery.

The information has been
turned over Lo Phoebe Tarver,
to oversce replacement.

e Atk sis~aiaiyiziaiti it
40 AND FORWARD

Nineteen-ninety marks the
40th anniversary of the Fort
Worth District, U.5. Army Corps
of Engineers. The district was
established in April 1850, a
year after floeoding devastated
the Fort Worth-Dallas area,

NN A L e e L A R S L L R A
BOWIE OLD COURTHOUSE GOING--GONE

Despite effortis of the
Historic Bowie County Founda-
tion, Inc., the old Bowie Court
house is in the process of be-
ing.demolished. The building
wag seriously damaged by fire
in August 18987,

Prirse VT in Tl raiataheigiatgiglaiatanotaiat s
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Ross Brown, Roanoke's first entrepre-
neur. If there was a nickel to be made
Ross knew how to make it. Or he would
think up a way to do it Tike the time he
aet up an %ssaéblgsgge tankgylse bafléuof

js store for dre rkeys.
"Powertul Pete” Boutwell was the hatchet
man; Floyd Hogan was the hot water dip
man. Ross hired the local people to
pluck the feathers. The pay--one nickle
per bird. Woe unto anyone who tore the
skin of their bird, Have you ever plucked
a turkey? The skin is very thin. When
they would tear the skin Ross would give
them a needie and thread and have them
sew it up,

Another story of Ross Brown. One day
a religious group of people came to see
him., "Mr. Brown, God has told us that
%{D)u are going 10 let us use your theatre

) hold our Sunday service.” Ross came
right back with reply, "In that case,
Just as soon as God tells me about it you
can use it."

K T

LATEST (N .ONFS FARM
The Fort Worth District of the U.S,

“Army Corps of
Parks and Wildli
a Jjoint study of

ineers and the Texas

e Dept. have completed

stead located i geﬁtgzasctg?% Fam-
oca in nty on

Roberts Lake. y on Rey

The Corps has a_contract with the Uni-
versity of North Texas to record informa-
tion on the farm. Tivis will inciude arch-
val research, oral histories, architec-
tural documentation, excavation and pos-
sible Tarm implement relocation.

The Friends of the Jones Farm S
gt]gcejgrg%km 11:0 %r]gviq%_su%gesti?ngr%? an—
jon in mtigation planni
future operation of 1;hgEl farm.p "9 and

Margaret Hays chairs the group with
Mike Cochran as vice-chair.  For more in-

formation contact Ms Hays at 817-66 -485
or Mike Cochran at 817-%37-0995. . 4

WISH LIST

Denton County Historical Museum 1S O @
R VOl Gr a0 - nice. FInds.

n or woul ,
%og? uThe museun hopes Denton County res-
idents will search their_homes--and Grand-
ma's for old original ¢il paintings of
local history sites. Also old family post
card photographs from Denton and surround-
ing counties to create a photographic
history of the county.

For more information on volunteering
or donating call 817-383-8073. Office
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Fri-
day.

- 2

¥e lost our Tittle 17 year old dog
Hilda, I wanted to tel1 you that Satur-
day we drove out to see where the vet
bury her out in the country behind a san-
itary landf11t in a Tield.” When we saw
the area, 1 suppose we were a 1ittle hesi-
tant about it unti] we drove down the road
betvind the landfi1] and came upon the larg-
est iron bridge I've seen--marked with a
historical marker--which lead over the
river and 1nto a park made fram old pecan
grove, It was beautiful and so picture-
sgue. We decided we'd always ramember
Hilda resting behind that gorgeous park
rather than behind the landfill.

.1 wanted to tell you this because it
i1lustrates why your Historical Commission
L work is so important. In a world that's
being Ti1led with wrecked cars and sarnii-
Lary Inadfilis, you a1l preserve wonder-

- ful spots and places. And you'1l prob-
ably never know or guess what other people
appreciate about that work you do--or why,
but to me that's when you know your work
15 important--when there's really no mea-
sure for it.

Since 1 know of your work in particular,
I wanted to express our thanks to vou his-
1:(131]"1'(:%1 workers for a job well done for
all of us.

Renone Seeth-Posf. ae,
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DCHC member, HiTton Lee (Bud) Whitehead
of Lake Dallas is now a mamber of the Sons
of the Republic of Texas. His great grand-
father, Theodore Stanton Lee participated
in the Seige of Bexar, the Battle of Con-
cepcion, and the Grass Fight in October
and Noverber 1835, 7. S. Tought at San
Jacinto; during the battle he was wounded.
Afterwards he served as a Major in the
Quartermaster corps under A. Huston as
buyer of "beeves", accountant of ship
stores and special courier for Borden
and Edward Griften to President David
Burnet in 1836.

~T.S. died 1in December, 1884 and was
buried in Harwood, Gonzales County, TX.
In 1936 the Stateof Texas marked his
grave. ‘

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF CIVILIAN CONSERVATION

Corps Alumi

The Naticnal Association of Civilian
Conservation Corps Alumi, Fort Worth Ch.
123 is searching for the people who were
1n anyway conmnected with this great or-
ganization. The organization, founded
during the Great Depression by Federal
Government, has been known by several
rames, inciuding 0CC Boys, F.D.R.'s Tree
Army, Forest Planters, and so forth.
Most of our lovely state and national
parks, many bridges and roads still in
use, all are products of the labors of
this group during the Sreat Depression.

x ' TY LM

DON'T MISS

Shown now at_the Hall of State at Fair
Park by the Dallas Historical Society
"The History of Texas fram 1823-1848". It
includes the only copy of the Texas Declar-
ation of Independence in a private col-
lection, It is the copy believed to have
been used 1o make the well-publicized for-
geries, before it became a part of Stevens
coltlection.
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1990 PRESERVATION CONFERENCE SESSION

"Building from a Volunteer Base to Pre-
pare a Community Preservation Plan”

Two books fram this session have been
placed in our library for future study.
They are, Historic Preservation Plan for

Georgetown, Texas and City of Bryan, His-
foric mrvafim Plan.

These are very detailed books of plans
two cities have in operation.

X oo X

TEF R

“Texas is worse Than any other (Southern)
state because she had never been whipped,
said David S, Stanley, occupying general
of San Antonto.

N

Mesquite wood is so durable the pioneers
referred to it as "Texas Iromwood”.

3303048

In 1989 we acquired a "state fish"--
the Guadalupe bass--strictly a Texas spec-
jes.

IR

The only hame built in the nited States
by the representative of another nation as
his private residence still sits today on

a hill east of the Gapitol in Austin. In
1840, Jean Pierce Isidore Alphonse Dubois
de Saligny, secretary to the French Em-
bassy, purchased 21 acres of land in

@ Austin and constructed a house styled

as a legation of the French goverrment,

I

On any given Sunday you can hear a noon
mariachi Mass at the San Jose church in

San Antonio.

I

Texas has 91 mountains more than a mile
high al1 located in the Trans-Pecos region
of West Texas

e S Aed AR A i e o A T ***‘




DENTON HOTEL & MOTEL ASSOCIATION

JUNE 15, 1990

Members present: Al DeBerry, John Gavin, Larry Story, Robkin
Wright, George Gilkeson, Margarett Butner, Sherrie Etheredge,

Angela Kretzschmar, Mary Podhaski, Jo Ann Ballantine, and
Janie McLeod.

Chairman Al DeBerry called the meeting to order at 12:40 p.m.

Al discussed the new rules for the bed races that will be
sponsored by the Hotel Association for County Seat Saturday on
Septembar 15. Al suggested some possible uses for funds that
are collected from the bed races. Janie Mcleod suggested the
distribution of funds be discussed and voted on at the next
meeting.

Janle said she attended a two day seminar and is certified to
teach classes on "Texas Hospitality". She offered to teach
the classes to the hotel employees and managers. The courses
will begin in about six weeks. She requested that anyone
interested in attending to contact her at the Chamber office.
The cost will be $510.00 per person.

Jo Ann Ballantine said she will be requesting reports frem
TNET for data on conventions for months that the hotels have
low eccupancy. This will enable the Bureau and the hotels to
solicit more conventiens for the slower months.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 24 at 10:00
a.m. at the Chamber office.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.




COMMISSIONERS

CHUGHK NASH
Chairman, San Margps

RICHARD R, MQRRISON 11|
Vice-Chairman
Giaar Lake City

BOB ARMSTRONG
Austin

HENRY C.ECK, Il
Dallas

GEORGE R. BOLIN
Herston

DELO H. CASPARY
Ruckport

WM. L. GIAHAM
© o Amariiln

BEATRICE CARR PICKENG
Amarilln

AR [TONY) SANCHEZ JH
Lareds
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PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPART!
4200 Smith School Road  Austin, Texas 78744
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Mareh 22, 1989

Ma. Jo Aon Ballantine

Dentonr Convention & Visitors Bureau
Denton Chamber of Commerce

414 Parkway
P.0. Drawer P
Denton, TX 76202

Dear Ma. Ballantine:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Jones Farm
on Ray Roberts Lake, Quite a number of people have written
to the Department o express thelr concernsz about the
project.

We are presently in the early planning stages for the Jones
Farm and will be working with the Corps of Engineers to

coordinate potential development. Malntenance work 1is
scheduled this spring to protect the farm bulldings until
long-range decisions can be made. Opportunity for
additional input will be afforded the public during the
planning process. The egueecess of the project will

ultimately depend on local involvement and participation.

We appreciate your interest in the Jomes Farm and look
forward te your continued support.

Sincerely,

£ el /
H / L1 E v L
[ AT i Ce A —

Wilszon E. Dolmaﬁ
Director of Parke

WED:BWH:sam
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For additional information call toll-free
1-800-792-1112. In the Ausiin area
please call 389-4890.

Publishad by:

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
4200 Smith Schoof Road

Austin, Taxas TB744
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3, Bax 1640, Brownwood TEED1

LAKE SOMEAYILLE (Hails Creek] Aoute 1, Box 815, Ledbaizer TH946

LakKE SOMERVILLE (Birch Creek) Route ¥, Box 488, Somerville 77579
LAKE TEXAMNA PO, Box 760, Edna 7795

INDIAN LODGE Daves Mountains Slale Park, Box TBS, Fort Davis 79734

IMKS L&KE Route 2, Bes 31, Burset TRA11
LAKE MINERAL WELLE Aouts 4, Box 393 Mineral Welts 7

LAKE COLORADO CITY Route 2, Box 232, Colerado City 79512

LAKE ARRDWHEAD Route 2, Box 260, Wicheta Falls 76301
LAKE COAPUS CHRISTI Box 1167, Mathis TB368

LAa<E BOB SANDLIN Route 5, Box 224, Pittsbur

LAKE BROWNWOOD Route
LAKE LIVIMNGSTOM Aoute 9, Box 1300, Livingston 77351

JOSE ANTOMIO MaVARAD 528 5. Laredn, San Antonia 74207

GOVERMORE HOGS SHAIME Aoule 3, Park Road 45, Quilman 75783
KRERAVILLE 2385 Bandara Highway, Herrvdlle 73023

GUADALLPE RIVER At. 4, Box 20487, Bukverde TA183
LAKE LEWISVILLE Roule 2, Bex 353H. Frisco 75034

HUELD TANKS Rural Route 2, Bax 1, El Paso 79935

HUKWTSYILLE P.0. Box 508, Huntsville 77340

GOO0SE ISLAND Star Route 1. Bax 105, Rocxport 78382
HILL COJUMTRY Route 1, Box 601, Bandera 73003

FULTOK MARSION PG, Box 16859, Fulon TEASS
GALVESTON ISLAMND Aoute 1, Box 1564, Galveston 77554
GAAMEA Concan TEESE

GOLIAD (Genearal Zaragoza) PO Box 787, Goliad 77963

FORT MCKAYETT .0, Box 867, Forl McKavett T6a41
FORT AICHARDSAN P, 0. Box 4, Jackshoro 76056

FAMMIN BATTLEGROUND Fanni- 77960
FANTHORP IMN PO, Box 296, Andarson 77830
FORT GRiFFiN Route 1, Albany 76430

FORT LANCASTER P.0O. Bax 306, Sheffield 79781
FORT LEATON P.O. Box 1220, Presidio 79845
FORT PARKER Aoule 3, Box 95, Mexia TEGET
JIM HOGG Roate 2, Box 28, Rusk T5TBS
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LAKE WHITMEY Box 1175, Whitney 76502
LAMDMARK MM P.C. Bos 57T, Castroville 72009
LOCKHART Route 3, Box 83, Lockhart 78644

LONGHORM CAVERM Concessioner, R 2, Box 23, Burnet 73611
LCST MAPLES HCO1, Box 136, Vanderpool TEBAS

LY¥NODON B. JOHNSOMN Box 238, Sionewall TEET1
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SEA RIMSSABINE PASS BATTLEGRCUMD P.O. Box 1066, Sebine Pass TTASS

SEMIMOLE CANYGM PO, Box 820, Comstock 78837
WASHINGTON-0OMN-THE-BRAZCE Box 305, Washington 77YEED

QUEEN ISABELLA Concessianer, FO Box AK, Port Isahel 78578
Sas) BELL MAXEY HOUSE B12 South Church Sirest, Paris TS460
SAN TAGCINTO BATTLEGROUMND 3523 Highway 134. La Porte 77571
Sadl JACINTO MOMLUMENT 3800 Park Road 1836, La Porte 77571

PORT LavACA Concessioner, P.G. Box 434, Poin! Comiost 77979
RUSKPALESTINE Aoute 4, Box 431, Rusk TETES

MONUMENT HILL /< REESCHE BREWERY Raute 1, Box 699, La Gran
POSSUM KINGDOM Box 36, Cacde 76029

MACKENZIE Director, Parks & Aecreation, City Half, Lubback 73408
MOCTHER NEFF Route 1, Box 568, Moody 7557

MAGOFFIN HOME 1120 Mago#tin Avenua, El Peao 79901

MARTIN CREEK, Route 2. Bax 20, Tatum 75591
PORT ISABEL LIGHTHOUSE P.O Box 832, Port Isabel 78578

STARR FAMILY HGME. 407 Wast Travis, Marshall 75670
STEPHEM F. AUSTIN P.O. Box 125, San Falipe 77473
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“lexas House of Representatives

P02 Box 2910 STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Austin, fexay 78769-2910

(512) 4630582 | JIH’I CHDI' IZ_

108 Lakeland Plazg
Lewisvifle, Texas 75067
(214) 2202273
Denton: (817) 366-4720)

March 6, 1989

Ms. Jo Ann Ballantine
Denton Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Drawer P

Denton, Texas 76202

Dear Jo Ann:

Thank vyou for stopping by my office in the Capitol. I
am sorry that I missed you. I was in committee meetings for
HB1 all day. I did enjoy the Denton County Day activities
that I was able to attend. It is always a pleasure to vigit
with my constituents when they are in Austin.

I share vyour interest and support for the Jonesg Farm

project on Lake Ray Roberts. Thig is a fantastic
opportunity for us to Pursue a living example of our
heritage,

Thanks again for letting me know your views on this
issue. If I can be of further service to you, please let me
know.

Jim Horn
State Representative
District 59
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J. E. Organization Support

One thing that has been encouraging about
trying to promote a state living history farm museum
at the Jones Farm is the fact that support has been so
freely given from so many different groups represent-
ing such wide variety of interests. Organizations and
groups that normally might not have much in
common have rallied around the idea of the Jones
Farm operating again in the Johnson Branch Park.

We have received resclutions of support from
many organizations and area political entities and
more are coming in every week. To date we have reso-
lutions of support from;

Denton County

Cocke County

The City of Denton

The City of Gainesville

The City of Pilot Point

The Mountain Springs Community Club.

In addition, we have received letters of sup-
port from;

Gainesville LS.D.

Denten L5.D.

The Historical Society of Denton County

The City of Denton, Hist. Landmark Comm.

The Cooke County Heritage Society

As we move forward more letters and resclu-
tions are coming in all the time. If you belong to an
organization whose members might be interested in
the Jones Farm, why don't you bring it up at your next
meeting. (See sample provide on this page) The more
official letters of support we have for our cause serve
to demonstrate how committed the north Texas com-
munity is to the establishment of this museum.

Sample Resolution

Resolution in Support of the Establishment of
a Jones Farm Living History Center at Johnson Branch
Park Ray Roberts Lake Denton County, Texas.

WHEREAS, The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department is currently considering the placement of
a new “living history farm” at the Roy Jones Farm
site on Ray Roberts Lake, Denton County, Texas.

WHEREAS, the development of this site as a
"living history farm” would have a positive eco-
nomic impact on Denton, Cooke and Grayson counties
by providing jobs and increasing tourism.

WHEREAS, the culture and history of north
Texas are unigue and worthy of preservation. The
creation of a Jones Farm Living History Center would
help to preserve and document the agricultural nature
of our region's history so that those who follow us can
learn about their past and profit from that
knowledge.

WHEREAS, with an increasing emphasis on
the study of state and local history in our schools and
a lack of living history farms in our area, the estab-
lishment of a Jones Farm Living History Center would
be of great benefit to the 56,000 public school children
Denton, Cooke and Grayson counties.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
THAT

The unanimously
and wholeheartedl¥ lends its support to the creation
of a "living history farm" at the Jones homestead,
Johnson Branch Park in north Denton County.

1r

Passed and approved on this __ day of
, 1989

Mountain Springs Meeting

a Success

On November 30th, a meeting was held at
the Mountain Springs Community Center of the citi-
zens interested in the fate of the Roy Jones Farm . The
meeting was called by Margaret Hays of Gainesville
and Mike Cochran of Denton to bring together those
persons interested in helping to demonstrate to the
Parks Department and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers that there is active local support for the
project.

By all accounts the meeting was a huge suc-
cess and what had criginally been planned as a small
meeting of 6 or 7 individuals, grew and kept growing
until there were almost 100 people that showed up on
that fine fall day to ask questions and to show their
support for the Jones Farm.

Not only did the ladies of the Mountain
Springs Community Club provide coffee and an assort-
ment of mouth-watering home-made breads for the
event, but they were kind enough to allow their
weekly quilting session to be interrupted as well.

The mixed group heard presentations from
Karen Scott, archeologist from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Mr. Michael Mocek, Chief of the Plan-
ning Divisicn of the Corps, Dr. Reid Ferring, archeol-
ogist from the University of North Texas and
Principal Investigator for the entire lake project. Mr.
Michael Herring from the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department spoke about the potential involvernent of
his organization on the Jones Farm project and out-
lined several of the options being considered.

The high-point of the meeting was when Mr.
Roy Jones, recently of Pilot Point, entered the meeting
hall and received a standing owvation from the appre-
ciative crowd. The 90 year old Mr. Jones had lived
almost his whole life at the Jones Farm site until the
land was purchased by the Corps in 1%84.

The most pertinent piece of information that
came from the government representatives was that
the Jones Farm would definitely be preserved by the
Parks Department at some level. Prior to the meeting
that had not been publicly established and some of

the fears of the assembled crowd were put to rest.

Before moving on to a tour of the Jones Farm,
it was suggested by Yvonne Jenkins, of the Denton
County Historical Museum, that a group of "Friends
of the Jones Farm™ be created for the purpose of
directing local support for the project. By the time
everyone had gotten out the door and loaded the
Valley View school busses for the trip over to the
farm, a borrowed cowboy hat had been filled with
over $64 in donations and there was a pledge for
$500 more.

Al the well secured Jones Farm site the
interested citizens were treated to tours of the
grounds by UN.T. archeclogists Susan Lebo and Dr.
Reid Ferring. The old Jones home and the several
barns and cut-buildings are beautifully situated on a
hill overlooking Ray Roberts Lake.

Visiting the farm site yvou just can't help but
think about all the great things that would be possi-
ble if the Jones Farm were to become a state living
history farm. Most of the participants in the days
activities left, invigorated, and ready to do what
they could to encourage the success of the project.

The Jones Family

The Jones family farmed their land for
more than 100 years, arriving in Denten County in
the late 1850's. TFart of the great Tennessee to Texas
migration of the period, John and Susan Belew Jones
had % children, of whom Roy Jones is the youngest.
They lived in ancther smaller house on the prop-
erty before moving to the existing house when Roy,
now 90, was a young boy.

A member of the Cross Timbers Geneologi-
cal Society is preparing a geneoclogy of the Jones
family and by the next edition of this newsletter
we should have more information on their interst-
ing history.

Bloomfield School Possibliity
The Bloomfield School Committee at UN.T.
is discussing the possibility of the old Bloomfield
School being mowved to the Jones Farm site. There
are many hurdles to jump before that might happen,

but the subject is being discussed with the Ceorps.

e e




-Where toWrite-

We have already mentioned the importance
of writing to the decision makers of your support for
the living history farm concept at the Jones Farm.
The following are a list of the addresses you will
need for your letters. They have all, by now, heard of
our eampaign so your letters just need to be short,
sweet, and to the point. If you know any Austin polit-
ica] figures such as your state representative or sena-
tor, please remember to write to them too. They can
be of big help in this decision.

Mr. Michasl Mocek

Chief of Planning

S5WF R-12

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers
IO, Box 17300

Ft. Worth, Texas 76201

Mr. Bill Dolman

Director of Parks

Texas 'arks & Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

State Senators

22nd Senatorial Distriet
Senator Bob Glasgow

The State Senate

P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 87711

30th Senatorial District
Senator Steven Carriker

The State Senate

P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 87711

State Representatives

59th Representative District
Representative Jim Horn
House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78769

61st Representative Disirict
Representative Richard F. Williamson
House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78769

United States Representatives

26th Congressional District of Texas

Representative Richard Armey
House of Representatives

514 Cannon House Office Bldg,
Washington, D.C. 20515

17th Cengressional Disbrick

Representative Charles Stenholm
House of Representatives

1232 Longworth House Office Bldg,.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Other Organizations

Onc of the strengths of the Friends of the
Jonces Farm is diversity of the interests of our mem-
bers. One service we can offer with our newsletter is
to share information about the various other groups
our members belong to. Below you will find a list of
several of those organizations. This is not a complete
list, by a long shot, so if you are a member of an
organization that you think other Fricnds might be
interested in, please drop a note to the editor and I'll
try to include it in future editions of this publication.

The Cooke County Heritage Society
.G, Box 150

Gainesville , Texas 76240
Individual Membership - $10.

The Historical Society of Denton County
F.0. Box 2184

Denton, Texas 76202

Individual Membership - $10

Cross Timbers Gencological Society
P.O. Bone 197
Gainesville, Texas 76240

The Cooke County Antique Farm Machinery
Club

C/0 Henry Hass, Jr. - President

Rt. 4, Box 195

Gainesville, Texas 76240

Membership - $5.

Lone Star Draft Horse and Mule Association
Contact/ Weldon Faught

419 Surveyors Road

Aubrey, Texas 76227
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DENTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

March 3, 1989

The Honorable Richard F, Williamson
Housse of Representatives

P.0O. Box 2810, Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78769

Dear Representative Williamson:

I am writing to ask you to support the Jones Farm project located on Ray Roberts
Lake. I would like to see this effort become a living history farm museum not
only for preserving our local heritage but to make it a point of interest for

our out-of-state visitors.

Pleasc help the Friends of the Jones Farm accomplish this very important mission.
Sincerely,

jo WM@M

Jo Ann Ballantine

Staff Director

JAB/im

DENTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE # 414 PARKWAY » .0, DRAWER P » DENTON * TEXAS 76202




-Where toWrite-

We have already mentioned the importance
of writing to the decision makers of your support for
the living history farm concept at the Jones Farm.
The following are a list of the addresses you will
need for your letters. They have all, by now, heard of
our campaign so your letters just need to be short,
sweet, and to the point. If you know any Austin polit-
ical figures such as your state representative or sena-
tor, please remember to write to them too. They can
be of big help in this decision.

Mr. Michael Mocek

Chief of Planning

SWF R-12

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 17300

Ft. Worth, Texas 76201

Mr. Bill Dolman

Director of Parks

Texas Parks & Wildlife Departrment
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

State Senators

22nd Senatorial District
Senator Bob Glasgow

The State Senate

P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 87711

30th Senatorial District
Scnator Steven Carriker

The State Senate

P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 87711

State Representatives

59th Representative District
Representative Jim Horn
House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78769

61st Representative District
Representative Richard F. Williamson
House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 7R769

United States Representatives

26th Congressional District of Texas

Representative Richard Armey
House of Representatives

514 Cannon House Qffice Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

17th Congressional Distriet

Representative Charles Stenholm
House of Representatives

1232 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Other Organizations

One of the strengths of the Friends of the
jones Farm is diversity of the interests of our mem-
bers. One service we can offer with our newsletter is
to share information about the various other groups
our members belong to. Below you will find a list of
several of those organizations. This is not a complete
list, by a long shot, so if you are a member of an
organization that you think other Friends might be
interested in, please drop a note to the editor and I'll
try to include it in future editions of this publication.

The Cooke County Heritage Society
P.O. Box 150

Gainesville , Texas 76240
Individual Membership - $10.

The Historical Society of Denton County
P.0. Box 2184

Denton, Texas 76202

Individual Membership - $10

Cross Timbers Geneological Society
P.O Box 197
Gainesville, Texas 76240

The Cooke County Antique Farm Machinery
Club

C/0O Henry Hess, Jr. - President

Rt. 4, Box 195

Cainesville, Texas 76240

Membership - $5.

Lone Star Draft Horse and Mule Association
Contact/ Weldon Faught

419 Surveyors Road

Aubrey, Texas 76227




WY gt

‘Friends

By Elaine Schad
Correapondent

Valley View — The “Friends of
the Jones Farm,” officially or-
ganized Saturday, with the group
expecting to become = chapter
within the Denton County Histor-
ical Society.

About 36 people, inecluding
government officials and histor-
ical representatives from Cooke,
Denton, Grayson and Fanain
counties, elected members and
heard about progress concerning

P T e ]

TP ARSI I (T T e AT L e e

society, but all operations of the
chapter, such as the group's
treasury, will remain indepen-
dent. By becoming part of the
society, the group could gain
immediate tax-exempt status and
could bring a greater awareness
of the project to other historians in
the area, he said.

Contact with state and federal
representatives has been very
positive, and a decision concern-
ing the operation of the farm could

Sunday‘ January 8, 1989%/Denton Record-Chronicle/SA

of Jones Farm’ organized

be made by March, Miss Hays
saifl, The Department of Parks
and Wildlife, which would be in
charge of maintenance and
operation of the history farm,
should it become a reality, has a
wide range of options in its
preservation, she said. The
department could choose anything
from moving the buildings and
equipment to another location all
the way to developing a full-time
living history museun, Migs Hays

said.

Members will receive a
newsletter, and. donations  are
currently being accepted. The
group also decided to join the
Living Historical Association .of
America.

Membership dues are §3. For
more information or to join the
organization, write or send dues to
the “Friends of the Jones Farm,"
in care of Louis Stephenson, 1218
Hillside, Gairesville, Texas, 76240.




Jones Farm Living History Center
Ray Roberts Lake
Denton County, Texas

Background

The Texas Parks & Wildlife Departinent is currently deciding whether to
- place a new living historical farm at the Roy Jones Farm on Ray Roberts Lake
or at an alternate site in Dallas County, on Lake Joe Pool. The Penn Farm on
Lake Joe Pool, has been under consideration for a number of years and during
that time has been heavily vandalized. Although the Jones Farm (Denton
County) site was the likely candidate for several years, apparently, due to
increased local interest in the Dallas County site, the Penn Farm is currently
favored as the choice of the Parks Department. The newl;f formed Friends of
Penn Farm, and other Dallas area historical groups have taken an interest in
this issue and demonstrated a local commitment to the project.

Acquisition |

As land was being acquired for Ray Roberts Lake, government mandated
historical and archeological impact studies were being made of the affected
areas. Many of the historic and pre-historic sites were surveyed by the
Institute of Applied Sciences from U.N.T. and the process of "mitigation”,
that is, lessening the impact of the creation of the lake on the historical
culture of the area, commenced. Historical structures located in what was to
be lake bottom were either moved, dismantled and stored, or destroyed. Most
of the structures that were relocated were placed either with private owners
or historical entities out side of Denton County.

"The State Park”

At the time of the historical survey of the project site, note was made of
the largely intact Jones Farm located on the north side of Ray Roberts Lake
within what will become Johnson Branch Park., At that time the Texas Parks
& Wildlife Department expressed an interest in acquiring this farm and it's
equipment for a proposed state operated historical farm and interpretive
center. The owner of this farm is still living and was able to give an extensive
oral description of all aspects of life on the site. Numerous examples of horse
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drawn farm implements as well as tools and machines from almost all
aspects of farm life were preserved. An inventory conducted of items at the
site by archeologists from U.N.T.,, filled over 100 single spaced pages.

Benefits?

The creation of Ray Roberts Lake, in addition to taking thousands of
acres off the county tax rolls, by it's configuration, causes a portion of land to
" be cut off by direct access from the rest of the county. Not only will the roads

in this area be difficult to maintain, but because of the difficulty of access to
the south, this area will no doubt suffer economically.

Jobs

A state operated, living historical farm would not only provide jobs
through direct employment, but indirectly from the increased amount of
tourist traffic to the area. Located a few minutes off I-35 this site would be the
first state park or living historical farm upon entering Texas from the notth
and with proper promotion could provide a steady supply of tourist dollars to

this depressed area. In addition to a small administrative staff, many area
senior citizens and other residents, could be employed demonstrating
traditional crafts and farming techniques. There is no question that a living
historical farm at this site would have a long lasting, beneficial effect on the
economies of both Cooke and Denton County.

Education

The culture and history of north Texas are unique and worthy of
preservation. Ironically, some of the prosperity we have experienced in the
last 30 years, has, unfortunately taken it's toll on many of our historical
resources. With the opportunity created by the prospect of a Jones Farm
Living History Center we have a real chance of hanging on to a bit of "our"
history, so that those who follow us can learn about their past and profit from
that knowledge. ’
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A living historical farm is first and foremost an educational resource,
The museum educator at the center would have the responsibility of creating
numerous programs and workshops designed specifically for the school aged
visitor. The Jones Farm site is easily accessible to school district tours from
Denton, Cooke, Montague and Grayson counties.

Procedure

The Institute of Applied Sciences at UN.T. is currently writing an
proposal as fo the best way to deal with the farm site and the sizable the Jones
Farm Collection. That proposal will be forwarded to the Army Corps of
Engineers, Ft. Worth office, which will in turn report to the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Department, Interpretation Planning section. From those reports
the Parks Department staff will make a reccomendation to the Parks Board
and they will make the final dedision as to the ultimate site of the north Texas
area living history farm and park facility.

The Penn Farm

The Penn Farm site on Joe Pool Lake is a good example of a 19th century
north central Texas farm stead and for that reason is also being considered by
the Parks Department for a living historical farm site and interpretive center.
At the time this farm was acquired in 1977, it included several houses, barns,
a smokehouse, sheds, outbuildings and a garage. One of the houses dated
from 1859 and another from 1876. Unfortunately this site is easily accessible
from the lakeside park and during the time since Corps acquisition, has been
heavily vandalized.

The house built in 1876, has been destroyed by fire, as has the garage.
The remaining house at the Penn Farm is 36 years older than the Jones farm
house. Although structure age is only one aspect of comparing the two
properties, it is certainly a positive asset, historically speaking, of the Penn
site,

Another reason cited for preferring the Penn Farm site over the Jones
Farm is the close proximity to large numbers of school children who would
potentially be able to use the facility for educational purposes. Recently a
Friends of Penn Farm has formed and along with the Dallas County Heritage
Society, is encouraging the Parks Department to choose the Dallas County site.
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The Counter-Argument

The Jones Farm stead has several distinct advantages over the Penn
Farm as a living historical farm:

1. Cost

Since the Jones Farm has been so well protected it has not suffered from
vandals to the extent that the Penn site has. Parks Department officials state
that considerably less money would be needed to put the Jones Farm into
operation as an interpretive /living history center, than the Penn Farm
would require. In the process of mitigation, the Army Corps of Engineers is
prepared to spend $800,000 to return the Penn Farm site to the condition it
was in when they acquired it. It has been estimated that the total cost of
preparing the Penn Farm site for public use will be well over $3,000,000.
Although no figures have been set for the cost of mitigation and preparation
of the Jones Farm site, they would no doubt, be considerably less.

2. Authenticity

With the loss of one of the major structures at the Penn Farm, and it's
close proximity to a lakeside picnic area, some of it's historical fabric has been
destroyed. The Jones Farm however, although located in a state park, is set
back from the lake shore far enough to preserve the illusion that nothing has
been disturbed, and that what you see there is just as it has always been. In
addition to the savings on costs of prepa.riﬁg the site for the public, there is
the question of historical implements and artifacts necessary to carry out the
mission of the farm site interpretive center. The Jones site is ready to go and
already has in place the equipment necessary to adequately tell the story of
"north Texas farming". There is an excellent collection of horse drawn
farming implements that were actually used on the farm. These would be a
perfect complement to the active local interest in draft horses, mules and
non-motorized farming demonstrations. An oral history has been conducted
by U.N.T. of the surviving fortner inhabitants of the farm and much data has
already been collected to be able to tell the Jones Farm story well.
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3. Educational Resource

It is argued that the Dallas County site is advantageous because of the
close proximity to such a large number of school children who might use the
facility. The Jones Farm site is conveniently located between Denton,
Gainesville and the Sherman-Denison area. Within that triangle lie dozens
of smaller school districts that would no doubt, also benefit from a state Hving
historical farm in their "neighborhood".

What must be remembered is that for the school children in the Dallas
area, there are already several other facilities within easy reach, that offer the
same type of information that the Penn Farm site might provide. In addition
to the farmstead facilities in the metroplex, several other park/museums
provide living history learning centers. It could well be argued that there
would be a greater positive impact from placing a living history facility in an
area in which none currently exist.

Summation

The creation of a Jones Farm Interpretive Center at Johnson Branch Park
is important for the North Ceniral Texas region for a variety of reasons:

1. The Economy

The configuration of Ray Roberts Lake has created a situation which is
economically detrimental to portions of northern Denton and southern
Cooke counties, adjacent the Johnson Branch Park. Placing a living history
farm center at that location would greatly offset the negative impact of the
lake by providing jobs and increasing tourism.

2. Education

With a conspicuous lack of historical farm site museums in the north
Texas area the the educational benefits of a Jones Farm museum are many
and readily apparent. Of greater importance than the economic value of such
a state facility, is the value to the 56,000 school children who live in the
Cooke, Denton, Grayson county area, as an educational resource. With an
ever increasing emphasis on the study of state and local history in our
schools, the importance of this site to our region should not be overlooked.
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What to do?

The work of the Dallas Heritage Society and the Friends of the Penn
Farm has been effective in encouraging the selection of the Penn Farm as
"the" state funded farm site museum facility in the north Texas area. The
ultimate decision will be made in Austin by the Board of the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Department.

Residents of Denton, Cooke and Grayson counties who feel that placing
this facility in our region would be beneficial, should make their feelings
known to the Parks Department and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, either
by direct contact (names and addresses below), or through their elected
representatives. If we pull together as a region and can demonstrate to the
Parks Department that our communities are committed to a state historic
farm facility; that our communities will support the Jones Farm through

attendance and volunteer assistance, they cannot help but to give us a fair
hearing.

Please write to: Mr. Michael Mocek
Chief of Planning
SWF R-12
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 17300
Ft. Worth, Texas

Mr. Bill Dolman

Director of Parks

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

Please send a copy of your correspondence to;
Mike Cochran, Chairman
City of Denton
Historic Landmark Commission »
609 W. Qak St.
Denton, Texas 76201
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Announcing
A Meeting of the

Friends of the Jones Farm

Please try to attend this important
organizational meeting so that we
can lay the groundwork for a permanent
and effective "Friends" group.

At this meeting we will:

1. elect officers
2. discuss the latest Jones Farm developments

3. plan future strategies for seeing that the
Jones Farm becomes a regional
Living History Farm.

Saturday, ]aniiafy 7, 1988
at the Valley View Community Center
10:00 am

( The Center is a metal building on the Southwest corner of the
square at Valley View., Two blocks west of 1-35 opn FM 922))

T‘or furthor information call Margaret Hays in Gainesville at (817} 665-4854
or Mike Cochran in Denlon al (817) 387-0995
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DENTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

November 3, 1988

Ms. Karen Scott
Supervisory Archaeologist
SWFPL-R

U.8. Corps of Engineers
Box 17300

Fort Worth, TX 76102

Dear Ms. Scott:

The Denton Convention & Visitors Bureau of the Denton Chamber of
Commerce understands that the Texas Parks & Wildlife and the Corps of
Engineers has a memorandum agreement regarding certain artifacts on
Corps-owned property known euphemistically as the Jones Farm in northern

Denton County adjacent to Lake Ray Roberts in what will become Johnson
Branch Park.

We understand also that the University of North Texas Institute for Applied

Sciences has prepared an inventory and a mitigating letter which has been
sent to your attention.

We felt it incumbent upon this Bureau to inform you that the Denton
Chamber of Commerce and citizenry of Denton, Texas would strongly urge
that these valuable historical artifaets be kept in Denton County (their
orginating site) to be used, if possible, in 8 Miving farm environment."”

Ut bl

ob Wdadin

Denton Convention & Visitors Buresau
Chairman

Sincgrely,

BW/jm

ce: Bob Glasgow
Jim Horn
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION RECREATION AND PARKS
PUBLICATION LIST
October 1988

Publications available from Texas Agricultural Extension Service:
Publicalions, Department of Agricultural Communications

Contact:

I'UB. #

Texas A&M Universily

Collepe Station, 'T'X 77843-2112
(409)845-2211

Make checks payable to: Texas Agricultural Exiension Service

Title

Date

Author(s)

B-1517

B-1517A

B-1476

B-1457

B-1449

MP-1168

L-1301

Texas Tourisim Development Laws
with binder--513.00/copy

Texas Tourism Developrent Laws
without binder--$8 O0/copy

Developing & Using a Gifts Calalog
$3.00/copy

Texas Countly Fairs: A Eeport of Survey Resulis
$.50/copy

Needs Assessmeni:
Taking the Pulse of the Public Recreation Client
$3.50/copy

Survey of Buying Power & Buying Characteristics of
Local Park & Recreation Depariments in Texas
$.45/copy

An Analysis of Texas Waterways
$7.00/copy

Rules ol the River
$.55/copy

Mandatory Dedication of Park and Open Space Lands:

The Situation in Texas
$.30/copy

Commercial Campground Development
$40/copy

Commercial Recreation on Private Laods
Some Basic Considerations
S A5/copy

June 1985

June 1985

Dee. 1984

August 1983

June 1983

April 1982
M. A. Bonn

Jun, 1982
R.. Josselel

April 1980

July 1979

Nov. 1974

June 1974

R. A. Kaiser
E. Dill

R. A. Kaiser
E.Dill

1. L. Crompton
B.E. Wicks
C.E. Wau

J. L. Crompton

C.E. Wau
D, Quintana

H. I. Belisle

River Recreation
Assoc. of Texas

F. D, Taylor
B. D. Kamp
1. 8. Seymour

B. D. Kamp
I C. Stribling

M. E. Berger
1. W. Schmedentann




1*'ublications available from Extension Recreation and FParks:

Contact: Extension Recreation and Parks
Texas A&M University
Collegre Station, TX 77843-2261
(4093845-5418

Make checks payable to: 'I'exas Agricuiturat Extension Service

Tille

Date

Author(s)

1988 National Park Law Enforcement Agency Directory
56.00/copy

1985 Survey of Texas Festivals Association (TFA) Membership

$.50/copy

East Texas Tourism 2000
$5.00/copy

Resource Guide for Publications
on Park Law Enforcement Scrvices
$6.00/copy

How 1o Generate & Evaluale Ideas:
A Guide to Brainstorming & Nominal Group Technique
$2.00/copy

Eviluation of Festivals, Special Events and
Visitor Attractions
$2.50/copy

‘Texas Festivals and Events, A Report of Survey Resulis
$1.50/copy

Recreation and Parks Needs Assessmenl
Survey Manual
$1.25/copy

A Description of Texas Festivals and Events
$4.00/copy

Mineral Wells Oppanunity for Toutism Development
$10.00/copy

Texas Festivals and Evenis Buyers Guide
$.75/copy

Directory ol Texas Environmental Education and
Inlempretive Facilitics
$5.00/copy

Spring 1988

Fall 1985

March 1985

March 1985

March 1985

Feb. 1985

Sept. 1984

March 1984

Feb. 1984

Oct. 1985

Feb. 1985
TFA

1987

B.E. Wicks

C.E. Wat1
R. McCarville

T, Bridge
H. Rosscr
C. A, Gunn

B. E. Wicks
C.E. Wall

A, 8. Mills
D. E. Albrechi
B.E. Wicks

J. L. Crompton
D. Botterill
C.E. wat

C. A. Guan




Publications available from Texas Tourisin Recreation and Information Program (TTRIP)
Contact:  Exicnsion Recreation and Parks
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2261
(409)845-5418
Make checks payable te: Depariment of Regreation and Parks--TTRIP

Title

Date

Author(s)

Texas Tourism Information Necds Assessment
Utilizing Nominal Group Technique (NGT)
Wilh Sclected Indostry Reprosentatives
$2.00/copy

Texas Tourism and Recreation and Information Program
Information Needs Assessment Project #2

Commercial Hunting Enterprise Operators

$2.00/copy

Coastal Bend Region Tourism Revilalization Study Part I
Executive Summary
$12.00/copy

Coaslal Bend Tourism Revilalization Study Part 1T
$2 00/copy

A Market Segmentation Analysis for the South Padre Area
A Market Segmentation Analysis for the Galveston Arca
A Market Segmentation Analysis for the Coastal Bend
$1.00 cachfcopy

Resident Opinion of the Effects of Tourism Development
in Clear Lake
$2.00/copy

Sovrces of Assistance for Tourism in Texas
$2.00/copy

Texas Toutism Trends
Journal Subscription $32.00 per year

Nov. 1986

March 1987

May 1988

Sept. 1988
Sept. 1988
Sepl. 1988

1988

April 1988

1988

C.E. Walt

C. E. Watt

J. C, Stribling

J. H. Gramman
D. W. Steinbach

T. Var

T. Var

K. Conrad
T. H. Les
L. Senyay

5. Frost
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