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O r a l  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n

E r n e s t  G a l e a s s i

I n t e r v i e w e r :  R o n a l d  E .  M a r c e L l o  D a t e :

P l a c e  o f  I n t e r v i e w :  C a p e  G l r a r d e a u ,  M i s s o u r i

D r .  M a r c e l l o :

M v  / f , o ' l  a a e - -  {  ,
t l !  |  V q f  V q P U !  .

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 8 8

Th ls  i s  Fon  Harce l l o  i n te rv iew ing  E rnee t  Ga lease i

fo r  t he  t l n l ve re l t y  o f  No r th  Texae  ( ) ra I  H le to ry

C o l l e c t i o n .  T h e  l n t e r v l e w  l s  t a k l n g  p l a c e  o n

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  i n  C a p e  G l r a r d e a u ,  M l s e o u r l .

I ' m  l n t e r v i e w i n g  M r .  G a l e a s s i  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  h l s

rem in i scences  and  expe r iencen  w i r l 1e  he  was  a t  H lcham

F ie ld  du r ing  the  Japanese  a t tack  the re  and  a t  Pear l

Harbo r  and  the  o the r  m i l l t " r r y  i ns ta l l a t l ons  on

D e c e m b e r  7  ,  1 9 4 1  .  M o r e  e p e c l f  i c . c 1 l y ,  M r .  G a l e a s s i

was  a  member  o f  t he  324 th  S igna l  Conpany ,  wh ich  wa6

a  pa r t  o f  t he  18 th  Bomb Wing .

M r .  G a l e a s s i ,  t o  b e g i n  t h i s  i n t e r v l e w ,  v e r y

b r ie f l y  g i ve  me  a  b iog raph ica l  she tch  o f  you ree l f .

I n  o the r  words ,  t e l l  me  when  you  $ re re  bo rn ,  where

you  were  bo rn - - tha t  so r t  o f  t i : i t r g .

I  was born L ln September 6 ,  19 ? 0 ,  i r t  Lynn ,

M o  - -  - -  E , 1 h r  r  e a *  #  eI I g U U G V I a H P V  v  V U .

Te1 l  me  a  I l t t l e  b i t  abon t  yo l l r  educa t i on .D r .  M a r c e l l o :
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i 4e l l ,  I  wen t  t o  two  ye "1 rs  o f  ] r i gh  sc i roo l  and  B rook l yn

Au tomot i ve  T rades  i t t  B rook l yn ,  New Yorh .

A n d  i t  w a s  c a l J e d  w h a t ?

Brook l yn  Au tomot i ve  T rades .

( ) i ray,  Th.qt  wag the name * f  the school?

V a a  T +  r , t o e  E  r r , a . 1  q f i a n o l  a , r l r . r n ' l
I 9 U  r  J  v  F g U  ( {  Y  L r V q  V J V I T ( { J  U L f l l j v I  t

Desc r ibe  the  p rocess  by  w i r i ch  you  j o i t red  the  se rv l ce .

I  was  i n  the  New Yor ]<  Na t iona l  Guard  i n  1938  un t i l  I

J o i n e d  t h e  A r m y  o n  J u n e  1 6 ,  1 9 3 I ,

W h y  d i d  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  s e r v i c r e  i n  1 9 3 9 ?

l { e l l ,  I  w a s  s i n g l e  a n d  I  w a n t e d  t o  g o  s o m e p l a c e .  I

f  i r s t  v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i r : e s ,  b u t  t } : a t  w a s

f i l l e d  u p ,  s o  t h e n  I  a p p l i e d  f o r  F a n a m a  a n d  l t  w a s

f  i l l ec i  up ,  so  I  t ooh  Har^ ra i i .  I  l e f  t  Ne r+  York  i n

November  o f  1939  o t l  t he  { . lS  A rmy  T ranspor t  Repub l i c .  l . { e

wen t  f rom P ie r  59  i n  F , roo l< l yn ,  t o  Panama th rough  the

locks  t , o  t he  Pac i f i c  s lde ,  " r r )d  woL lnc l  up  a t  Fo r t  l l ason  i n

San Francisco,  wi lere Fre were r - l iser :Lrarked,  l {e  went  t r - ,

F o r t  M c D o w e l l ,  r + h e r e  w e  h a d  t o  s t a y  s i x  d a y s  w h l l e  t h e y

r a a r r r r n ' l  i a , {  * 1 r a  e } r i r r4  v U g I r ! / f  l ! . U  L , I I L '  U I r ! Y  I

Le t  me  ask  you  a  coup le  o f  q r . t es t i ons  a t  t h i s  po in t .  Why

d i d  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  j o i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  i n  1 9 3 9 ?

I  j us t  wa r : ted  someth i r : g  to  do ,  an r l  j obs  were  i ra rd  to

ge t  .  I  was  young .  I  was  e igh teen  ye .a rs  o ld ,  so  I  was

look ing  fo r  a  l i t t l e  adven tu re .  I  t hough t  t l : a t  i f  I  pu t

two  yea l ' s  i n  ove r  t , he re ,  I  shou ld  come i rach ,  VOt r  know,
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i n  t ime .  So  w i r "q t  l : appened  to  my  th ree -yea r  en l - i s tmen t

wound  L lp  as  f i ve  yea rs  and  e leve r : *a r :d -a - l : a l f  mon t l : s .

I4hy d i t l  you se lect  the Army as , r1 :posed to one of  the

o the r  b ranc i res  o f  t he  se rv i ce?

I  went  down and toq:k  the test  that  t ,hey gave at ,  the

rec ru i t i ng  s ta t i on ,  and  the  A rmy  was  r ^ rha t  I  came ou t  as

be  j . ng  qua l i f  i ed  fo r .  They  pu t  me  in  the  qua r te rmas te r

sec t i on .  When  I  wen t  t o  Hawa l i ,  we  d i sembarked  f rom the

US Ar rny  T ranspor t  Repub l i c ,  I ISAT  Repub l i c  )  o r1  December

1 3 ,  1 9 3 9 .  E v e r y  s o l d i e r  o n  t h e  s h i p  w a s  s e n t  t o  F o r t

A rms t rong  fo r '  ' f ua ran t i ne  fo r  t r+en ty  days ,  So  ou  Ja t tua ry

3  o r '  4 ,  1 9 4 C )  ,  I  H a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  3 5 9 t i t  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r

C o m p a n y  a t  H i c k a m  F i e l d .

L e t  m e  " a s k  y o L l  t i r i s .  t l p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  y o u ' d  r e a l - l y  h a d

n o  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  I s  t i r a t  c o r r e c t ?

T h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I  h a d  w a s  u p  a t  F c r r t  S l o c u m ,  N e w  Y o r k ,

before I  ever  got  on t i re  sh lp.  l l le  wetr t  down the East

R ive r  t o  the  Hudso t r  R i ve r  t o  F ie r  59  i t r  B roo l t l y t r .

W h a t  d l d  b a s i c  t r a i n i t r g  c o n s i s t  o f  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?

B a s i c a l l y  m a r c r h i n g .  l 4 e  d l d n ' t  h a v e  t o o  m a n y  r i f  1 e s ,  s o

we were us ing woos-1etr  r i f les bac l i  i t r  them days for  target

p r a c t i c e .  ( ) t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  i f  y o u  v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r

s o m e t h i n g ,  .  . i f  t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  w a n t e d  s o m e b o d y  t h a t

t yped ,  yo l l ' d  be t te r  w .q tch  ou t  beca r . t se  yo l l "d  ge t  a  shove l

and p ic :k  ,  and they 'd pr . t t  yc- lu  L)n that  .  Eut  I  woutrc l  up ln

the  o f f i ce ,  "and  I  was  f i l i ng  c lo t i r i t r g  f o rms  f ron t  l 4o r1d
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I ^ i a r  L  A I l  t i : e  t i r ne  I  was  the re ,  I  was  f i l i t r g  t hese

Wor ld  W.a r  I  f ' r rms .  I  was  i n  t he  Regu l .a r  A rmy ,  and  my

s e r i a l  n u m b e r  i s  6 9 7 5 5 5 7 ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  R e g u l - a r  A r m y ,  1 e t

/ 1 n v . n e  A  v . a o  ' i  r r  N e W  Y O f j f  .v v r  t / u  i r r  ! ' q

Y o u  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  y o t i  g e t  t o  t h e  H a r + a i i a n  I s l a n d n . , .

( )n  t l ie  13th of  Decen:her .

.  .  .  and  tha t  a f te r  a  pe r iod  o f  qua ra t r t i ne ,  you  were

r r ' l  c . - o , ' l  i  r r  t l r e  
" q A + h  

f J r r e r f  A t s m - . l q i r r y '  ( l r 1 m 1 1 . q n
t s r s L . u s  A V L '  W r l  \ + s s l t  v v r  l l , g u  v v r  - - . r r t ' * ^ r y .

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .

Wha t  k ind  o f  ac t j - v i t i es  o r  f u t r c t i ons  wou ld  you  be  do ing

the re  ?

I  was  work ing  i n  t he  pack ing  a t rd  c ra t i ng  shop  where  yo r r

p a c k e d  a n d  c r a t e d  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  f u r t r i t u r e  t h a t  w a s  t o  g o

bach  t c ' r  t he  S ta tes - - to  be  s i r i pped  back  .  I  d  j - dn ' t  l i ke

tha t  l l e .q l - ,  and  I  requ tes t ,ed  &  t ra t r s fe r ,  Tn  Sep tember  o f

194C) ,  I  we t r t  t o  t he  324 t1 :  S igna l  Company ,  r . rh i ch  the  da te

t h a t  t h e y  m . t c l e  i t  w a s  t h e  1 s t  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 0 '  5 o  I

was  the  new pe rso t l  i n  t he  t rew  ou t f i t  t ha t  t hey  i us t

m a d e ,

What  w. ls  your  funct lo t t  r+ l th ln  t i ie  334th Signal  Company?

I  was  c i .  t e lepho t re  ] i t t eman .  A l so ,  I  was  a  company

mech .qn i c : .  l l l e  hac l  twe lve  t c rn -a l t d -a - i ra I f  t r ucks ,  f ou r

mo to rc : yc les ,  f o r t r  j eeps ,  f ou r  comm.a t td  ca rs ,  and  one  two-

and-a -ha1 f - ton  t ruc l< ,  wh ich  was  the  t ruc l t  t ha t  I  t ook

care of  ,  r , l i th  the ext ra gasol ine . tnd ma j "n tenance

equ ipmen t ,  on  i t .  f  was  ta }< ing  ca l ' e  o f  t he  t ruch .
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And  c i i d  you  eseen t ia l l y  have  th .q t  respo l t s i l r i l i t y  a t  t he

t ime  o f  t he  .Tapaneee  a t tack?

I  m o s t  c e r t a i r : l y  d i d .

O i< .ey ,  l e t ' s  t a l l <  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a l ro r . l t  l i f e  i n  t he  A rmy

the re  a t  H ickam F ie ld  i n  t l i a t  pe r iod  be fo re  the  a t tack .

I  wa t r t  t o  mahe  i t  c l ea r  f o r  t he  reco rd  tha t  yo l l  we re  i n

the Army.  Yor . r  r+ere not  i t r  the Army Ai r  Corps ,

No ,  f  was  i n  t h re  A rmy  S igna l  Corps  .

And  you  s imp ly  happened  to  be  s ta t i oned  a t  H ic l<am F ie ld .

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .

Were  were  you r  qua r te rs  l oca ted?  D id  you  l i ve  r i gh t

t h e r e  a t  H i c k a m ?

l , l e  l i ved  r l gh t  a t  H l c l<an  i n  a  two -s to ry  ba r racks ,  bu t

fo r  e ig i r t een  mon t l : s  we  l i ved  i t l  a  t en t .  Then  we  moved

in to  the  b ig  ba r rachs  fo r  t h ree  m6 t r ths  p r i o r  t o  Dec*mber

7 .  Then we moved out  a t rd in to the new woodetr  quar ters

r i gh t  ac ross  f rom the  base  exchange  a t  H ickam.

So  when  you  o r i g lna l l y  wen t  t o  H ickam F ie ld ,  yoL l  we re

stay i t rg  in  t i ra t  c l rea that  was luro l^ I t r  as "Tent  Ci ty . "

"  Ten t  C i t y  ,  "  t ha t '  s  r l g l i t  .  I  spe t r t  e lgh teen  mon ths

t h e r e .

I ' m  s u r e  t l : a t  w a s n " t  t h e  b e s t  l i v i n g  i t r  t h e  w o r l d .

N o .  T h . a t  d i r t  o v e r  t h e r e  w a s  r e a l l y  g o o e y ,  l i k e  g l u e ,

whel  yL)L l  r . ra lked  in  i t .  A  lo t  o f  t imes yor . r  i rad  to  ta f te

w.-\rrr .  rc. l rrrr='+ off  wiren i t  l^ras rai tr i t rg atrd carry t i rem to
J  v u r

where yo l l r  workplace FIas,  Af  t * r  yot t  got  t furougf i  there
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and  you  go t  down  the re ,  you 'd  wash  y ' f , u r  f  ee t  o f  f  and  pu t

you r  socks  and  shoes  on .

Desc r i l r e  w l :a t  i t  was  l i ke  l l v i t r g  i n  t he  two-s to ry

barrac l<s .

A l l  r i gh t .  I n  t he  two-s to ry  ba r rac l<s  I  l i ved  o l1  t i r e

f  i r s t  f  l oo r .  My  L red  was  abou t  i n  t i r e  m idd le  o f  t he

bar rac - : i r s  on  the  s ide  fac ing  the  b i c  ba r rac l t s .  t l sua l l y ,

eve ry  $unday  morn lng  I ' d  ge t  up  a t t c l  go  to  Ca thq r l l c  Mase

a t  6 :3 [ ]  .  I t  f i o  ] rappe t red  on  December  7  t ] : a t  I  go t  up  and

w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  a t  6 : 3 t )  ,  T h i s  b u i l c l i n g  d L r r i t r g  t h e  w e e k

w a s  a  b a s h e t b a I I  p l a c e .  T h e n  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t s  o r

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t s ,  i t  w a s  a  p ] a c e  f o r  t h e m  t o  d . l r i c € .  0 n

S u n d a y  i t  w a s  h e l d  f o r  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  C a t h o l i c  s e r v i c e

w a s  a t  6 : 3 t ) ,  a n d  t h e t r  t h e y  h a d  a t r o t h e r  o n e  l a t e r  o l 1  a t

9 :  C ) ( )  .  S o  I  w e n t  t c ,  6 : 3 C )  M a s s .

0 l<ay ,  I  do t r ' t  wa t r t  t o  t a l l <  abou t  t ha t  ye t  beca t t se  tha t ' s

ge t t i ng  too  fa r  a i read  c r f  t i r e  e to ry .  Eu t  we" I l  come back

and t .a l l<  a l rout  th .et  i t r  a  mometr t .  Descr ibe what  the food

was  ] i he  the re  a t  H i r : ham F ie ld  i t :  t ha t  pe r iod  p r i o r  t o

t h e  w a r ,

W e l l ,  i t  w a s n ' t  b a d  a t  a l l  .  l 4 e  h a d  v e r y  g o c , d  f  o o d

l rn less yL)u l^ tas out  o l l  maneuver f l  a t tc l  you had the o ld

ha rd tac i< ,  F r i o r  t o  December  7  ,  t he  food  was  rea l  good ,

We had  p r r r k  a t rd  regu la r  bee f  ( s tea i r s  a t :d  "S0S" )  a t rd  a

lo t  o f  beans .  I l i e  a lways  h .ad  a  l o t  o f  f r esh  m l l k  f rom

Har , ra i i  t he re  l t se l f  anc l  l o t s  o f  p ineapp le .  Yo t t  neve r
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r an  o r - r t  o f  p ineapp les  ( c l : uc i< le )  .

l , lhat  r {ere t } re  inr+ i r le  of  yor- t r  quar ters  l ihe there i t r  that

t r+c: , -  s tory  barracks ?

We l l ,  m€  and  seven tee t t  o the r  guys  were  o I1  t ] : e  $ame

f loo r ,  and  i t  was l l ' t  ba r l  a t  a l l ,  l 4e  ] rad  to  ge t  up  eve ry

morn ing .  .  r {e  go t  r " t p  a t  5 :3C)  a t r r l  f  i r s t  we t r t  ou ts ide  a t rd

k rad  eu r  r i f l es  anc l  c i i d  exe rc i ses  w i th  them a r rd

c a l - i s t h e n i c s ,  T h e n  a t  6 : 0 0  w e  w e n t  b a c k  i r r  a n d  m a d e  u p

our  bec l s  and  then  had  cho t r .  Then  we 'd  go  to  work  .

How d ld  t , he  l i be r t y  rou t i t r e  work  fo r  you  the re  a t  H lckam

ln  tha t  pe r ioc l  be fo re  the  war?

W e t l ,  y o u  c o u l d  a l w a y s  g e t  o n  a  b u s  f r o m  H i c h a m  F i e l d  t o

d o w n t o w n  H o n o l u l u .  I t  c o s t  f i f t e e n  c e n t s .  O f  c o u r s e '

bac l<  i n  t hem days ,  yoL l  o t t l y  go t  $?1  o r  $30  a  mo t r t , I r ,  so

yoLl  ] iad to  r+atch or . t t  ] row you n:at iaged your  money '  I

a lways too l t  seve11 g lo l lars  f rom my c i reck and had i t  serr t

t o  m y  s l s t e r ' s  l : o u s e  a n d  p u t  i t r  a  s a v i n g s  a c c o u n t .  I ' d

go  r - l own town  maybe  once  fo r  tw i ce ,  maybe  th ree  t imes ,

n r , r l - r . q l r l  r r  t r r  l 4a i k l l < i  .  Somet imes  we 'd  take  one  o f  t he
! , r  v v s u r J

governmet r t  t r r " t cks ,  and  ha l f  a  doae t r  o f  us  wou l i l  go  do r ' l n

there ancl clq-l  t irat .

One  t ime  L romi l l g  b . cch  f rom l4a ih i l < i ,  a  l i t t l e  Ch lnaman

Lr i t  ou r  t ru6h .  A  fe l l o r+  t ramed  HLr t c i r i so t r  was  s i t t i ng

back t } :ere t+ i th  me,  and we had three gLlys in  the f  ront

o f  t , he  cab .  T i re  o1d  Ch inaman  ] r i t  us  b roads ide ,  and

Hutc l : ison w6Llnd up wi t i r  a  bro]<et l  cg l lar  bone,  at td  I
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i eound  up ,  "e f  t e r  two -and*a -ha l f  t u rns  ,  p l i t h  t he  ,  .  ,  i t

was r t ' t  i r amboo ,  I t  Has  those  dea l ; *  t ha t  go  i t r  t he  back

of  t i :e  t ruc l t  to  ho lc l  L lp  the canvas .

S taves  o r  wha teve r  t ] : ey ' re  c - l a11ec1 .

Ye* , Tire t i : lng brolte, attd I worttrd Llp r"tt ldert leatl :  t lre

t ruc l< .  I  c l o t r ' t  k t row  where  a l l  t h *  peop le  c&me f rom,  bu t

tha t  t ruc ]<  I ^ ras  l i f t ed  o f f  o f  me ,  and  they  t< rok  me  to

Queen '  s  Hosp i ta l  i t r  Ho t ro l r " r l u  ,  They  t . aped  up  my  ches t  .

I  h a d  a  c o r - r p l e  o f  c r a c h e d  r i b s ,  b t t t  i t  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  m e

o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  m y  c l u t y .  5 o  t i r a t ' s  o l l e  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e

( c h u c k 1 e ) .

How of t ,en cror" r ld  you get  l i l rer ty  there .1 t  Hic ]<am?

l^ le1 l ,  on  Wed t resday  a f te r t roons  yo l l  wou ld  e i t he r  p lay  ba l l

o r  c lo  wha teve r  you  wa t r ted ,  ( ) t r  Sa t i r rdays  o r  Sundays  ,  i f

you  wasn ' t  on  du ty ,  Vou  cou l r -1  go  a i : ead  and  go  .  I  was

the  heac l  t e lephone  ope ra to r  o f  t i l e  s ig t ra l  company  fo r  G-

2  a t  H ickam,  so  I  h .ag1  peop le  sc i red r - t l ed  fo r  t he  te lephone

d e a ] s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  e i g h t - h o u r  s [ i f t s .  I f  t h e y  i r a d  a t r o t h e r

d u t y ,  I ' d  t a i c e  t h e i r  p l a c e .  ( ) t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  i t  w a s n ' t

t o o  b a d .

Cc ru ld  yo l l ,  i f  you  i t ad  the  money  and  the  c les i re ,  s tay  fo r

t h e  w e e k e t r d ?  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i f  y o u  g o t  o f f  o n  a

F r i r l a y ,  c o u l c l  y o u  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s t a y  u t r t i l  M o n d a y

morn ing  i f  yo r " t  had  the  money  a t rd  the  c les l re?

T f  \ ' . 1 r1  l r . . r , ' l  t he  money  an r l  t he  des i re ,  y r l u  cou ld  s tay  andI !  J L ' U  l l q 4 U  V l r V  r U V r r v J  r . v e r r  !  l  r '  ! ' r ^

get  a room at  t ,he YMCA in dowtr towt :  Honol -u lu ,  whlch
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wasn ' t  bad .  T i rey  i r ac i  eve ry th i t rg ,  even  he l l boye ,  and

was r lo t+t t  the rn iddte par t  o f  towt" r .

I  guess  no r r ra l l y  i t  was  bes t  t o  come bac ie  to  the  base

because  you  d ldn ' t  i r ave  t l : a t  much  mo t ley  to  f i t ay  ove r '

d l d  y o u ?

T h a t ' s  r i g i r t .  F i f t e e r :  c e t r t s  i s  a l l  i t  c o s t  t o  g o  b a c k

f  rom Hono lu lu  o r  wa i ]< ih i  a l t  t he  way  t t r  t he  base .

Tha t ' s  c i t eap  t ra t r spo r ta t i on  I

Wha t  k ipd  o f  "ec t i v i t y  L r r  en te r ta i t rmen t  wa*q  the re  o l l  t he

base  i f  you  c l i dn ' t ,  wa t r t  t o  go  i t r t o  t own?

Wel l ,  I  p layed  so f tba t l  a  l o t  w i t i r  m) '  s i g r :a l  company '

I ' , d  c a t c h ,  b e  t h e  c a t c h e r .  i 4 e  w o n  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p

t h e r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  i n  a  r o w  p r i o r  t o  F e a r l  H a r b o r  '

l . l e  were  ca l l ed  s ta f f  t r oops ,  a t l d  we  woun t l  up  w i th  the

champ io t r r : ] r i p  so f tba l l  t eam '

I t  was  c .a I l ed  s ta f f  t r ooPs?

Rie l t t .  Staf  f  t rgops $rere made up of  t i re  f  i la t lce perrp le '

s i gna l  co rps  peop le ,  t he  Quar te rmas te r  cq r rps  ,  and  so  o r r

I1 ]<e th .at ,  a t l r l  ordnatrce.  T i rey were a par t  o f  the s taf  f

t r oops  .

Now the re  was  a l so  a  p lace  o t r  H i c rham re fe r red  to  as  the

Sn .eke  Ranch ,  wag l l ' t  t he re?

"81  Ra t : cho  S t rako"  (  l aug i r t e r )  .

Desc r ibe  wh .e t  k ind  r r f  an  es ta l r l i sh tne t : t  t h i s  was .

Th is  w"as  a  p lace  w i re re  you  cog ld  go  a ld  ge t  you r  bee r ,

F r im6  o r  Acme o r  wha teve r  i t  w .ns  l  f o r  t en  Cen ts  a

i +
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bo t t l e .  T l : e  o ld  say i l l g  i s  t ha t  " you  wa l l t ed  i t t  and

c raw led  o l l t .  "  l l l e  uged  to  i r ave  a  1o t  o f  peop le  f  rom the

N a v y  Y a r d  c o m e  o v e r  t h e r e ,  M a r i n e s  a t r d  s o  f o r t h .  I t  w a s

a  n i c e  p l - a c e ,  L r u t  y o u  ] i a d  t o  i t n o w  y o r l r  l i m i t s ,  I  d i d n ' t

d r i nh  t , c )o  mr . r ch ,  bu t  I  ' d  go  up  the re  o ] ) ce  l t r  a  wh i l e .

How p reva len t  Has  gamb l i t r g  on  H ic i ram F le ld  dn r i t r g  tha t

r r r , . - F a . a  r ' l  f i . q  7 . h . r r  n o r  i  . r , {  ?  I  k t f  O W  t h g f  e  W a S  a  l O t  O f  i t- H r  u  t  L . c { r  I  f r q !  L , \ , I  t , L ' r  r v v  I

up  a t  Scho f i e ld  Ba r racks ,  and  I  was  wo t rde r ing  how tha t

a p p l i e d  t o  H i c l < a m .

I  r . r i ] ]  t r y  t o  g i ve  i t  t c - :  you  aB  l t  I ^ Ias .

p"eid o]r t ire 7 th of t i :e f icr l t th .

We  usL ra l ] y  go t

R j -e t i t .

Then  the  peop le  L ) I t  H i ckam wou ld  a l l  gamb le ,  . a l l d  t he

w inne rs  f rom th .a t  ga rnb l i ng  wou ld  go  do t r t r  t o  Scho f i e ld  a t

the enr l  o f  the mont i r  for  gamir l ing,  I  knew one mal l  who

was  .? .  m"es te r  se rgea t : t ,  a t r r - l  he  wag  t i r e ,  ,  . I 'm  no t  gc r i t r g  to

c !a \ r  w l rq t  1 r , r  r { a$ ,  b f f  t  he  WAE A  q r . l a f . t e fmaSte f  ,  He  Cameu g J  E t J g  v  r a l  n ( { u ,

back  o r l e  t ime  w i th  a  new ca r  t ha t  he  won  up  the re

b e s i d e s  a l }  t h e  m o n e y  h e  w o n .  S o  g a m b l i n g  w a s  q u i t e  a

* 1 . '  i  n . +  * n  r l , r
u r l  I l t 6  v v  u v  t

j

I

I
l

i
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I
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And  the re  were  b ig  s takes

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  a n d  e v e n  i n

I s  i t  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t

fo rb idden  bu t  t ha t  i t  wen t

( i h ,  I  r+o r . t l d  sd5 r  so ,  yes .

1  g u e s s  r + h a t  I ' m  s a y i - n g  i s

i n  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  g a m e s .

d i c e  g a m e s .

t h i s  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y

o n  a n y h o w ?

w a B

I U

,  1 ' m  s L l r e  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y
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wasn'  t  concloned by t i :ose in  c i rarge of  t i re  base .

N o .  B u t  a l l  t l : e  b i g  g a m b l e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d ,

n rhe the r  i t  T . ras  the  A rmy  o r  whoever  they  were ,  wo l l l d  mee t

up  i n  S t rho f i e ld  to  see  w i ro  wr l s  go ing  to  w in  a l l  t he  b i s

c t f - q l r , = q  l r r - r l ' l  1 r i 1 6 1 4 ,U  v q { I } u u  ,  J  L , l {  I \ r

YoLr we re t.e lh i trg about the  fac t  t ha t \ r n r l  r r ' l  c r r o r {
J  V s  y 4 s J  ! u

s o f t b a I l .

R i e h r t .

H o w  m u c h  e m p h a s i s  w a B  p l a c e d  u p o n  a t h l e t i c s  a n d  s p o r t s

t h e r e  a t  H i c k a m  F i e l d ?  A g a i n ,  w h a t  I ' n r  t r y i n g  t o  d o  i s

compare  i t  w i th  sc i ro f  i e l c1 ,  because  I  i t t r ow  a t  Scho f i e ld

b a r r a c k s  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  r e c r u l t e d  a t h l e t e s  a n d  h a d  s o m e

o u t s t a n d i n g  t e a m s  u p  t , i t e r e .

R i g h t .  i . l e l l ,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  g o t  t o  b e  i n

y o L r r  s y s t e m ,  I  l i h e c l  t o  l i f t  w e i g h t s  o n e  n i g h t  a  w e e h .

I ' d  r L l n ,  I  "  u l  a l s o  p l a y  s o f  t b a 1 l  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  o n c e

i n  a  r + h i t e  I ' c l  p l a y  b a s k e t b a l l  .  I  k e p t  m y s e l f  b u s y

do ing  those  th lngs  .  Whe t r  I  was t l ' t  do ing  tha t ,  I  was

r e a d i n g .  S o  I  w a s t r ' t  w h a t  y o u ' d  c a l l  a  l o n e r  b e c a t t s e  I

t rad  f r i e t rds .  t ' { e ' d  go  a t rd  have  a  hamburge r  ac ro rs  the

road  the re  a t  t l : e  H lcham PX,  We 'd  ge t  a  hamburge r  and

s h a k e  f o r  a l r o u t  f o r t y  c e n t s ,  s o  t h a t  a i n ' t  b a d .  I  d o n " t

th in i r  t he  emphas is  was  too  much ,  a l t hough  the re  was  a

fe] low i t r  oL l r  s ignal -  company t ramed .Tohtr  At rdre,  wi lo  wound

up  as  a  p ro fess io t ra l  baseba l l  p laye r  r+ i t h  the  C l : i cago

W h i t e  S o x ,  I  b e l i e v e .  H e  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  T t h  A i r  F o r c e

1 1
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t eam .as  a  p i t che r .  Now tha t ' s  i + } :e re  you  ge t  you r

r)?-n frA,c.tc i  (-\nA I deals bec-ause when Hicham Lrecarrey r  v !

headquar te rs  fo r  t he  7 th  A i r  Fo rce ,  wh ic i r  I  was  i n  t he

400th Slgnal  Clompat :y  t i ren,  t [ey brought  a whole tearr

f  rom A t rde rs6 t i  A i r  Fo rce  Faee ,  wh ich  i nc : l uded  , Joe

D i M a g g i o ,  J o g  G o r d o n ,  B i l l  D i c k e y ,  a t l d  a l l  t h o s e  g u y s .

Nor+r  th is  wor- t l -d  have Lreet t  a f  ter  t i re  war  actual ly  s tar ted.

R l g i r t .  S o  t i r e y  h a d  a  g o o d  b a s e b a l l  t e a m .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y

h a d  t h e  L i t t , l e  W o r l d  S e r i e s  o v e r  t h e r e .  T h e  N a v y

b rough t  i n  t he re  a  bu t r ch  f rom a l l  ove r  t he  Pac i f i c ,  and

t i re  Navy  bea t  t hem guys ,  I  t i r i pk ,  two  ou t  o f  t h ree  ga lne6

or  wha teve r '  l t  e ras  ,

t i i ra t  k ind of  p l " tnes i , rcruf  c l  l loymal ly  be operat ing at

H i c k " e n t  F i e I d ?

l , { e ] 1 ,  w €  } r a d  E - 1 7 ' s ,  a n d  w e  } : a d  A - ? 0 ' s '  T h e r e  I ^ I a s  a n

o l r - 1  B - 1 2 ,  b u t  f  n e v e r  s e e n  i t  f ] y .  A n c l  I  t o l d  y o u  a b o u t

t h e  E - 1 8 " s ,

I11  fac t ,  t he  B -18 ' s  p roba l r l y  we l ' e  t he  ones  t f i a t  you  i rad

t h e r e  t h e  m o s t  .  W e r e t : ' t  y o u  i u s t  g e t t i n g  i t r  t i r e  B -  7 7  '  s 2

N o ,  r . r e  h a d  a  s q u a d r o t r  o f  B - 1 7 ' s ,  a t t d  t h e y  l e f t  H i c h a m

F i e l d  i n  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 4 1 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  P e a r l

Harbo r ,  T l : ey  r , ren t  t o  C la r }<  A i r  Fo rce  Base  i n  the

Ph ' i ' l ' i r - rn in .= , r  sL )  t ha t  l e f t  us  w i th  the  t rew  bu t r ch  tha t  wasI  r l l r r t , y r r r v s ,  I

comi -ng  i n  on  December  7  .  Tha t  B -  17  tha t  '  s  i t r  t ha t

p i c t r . r re  I ^ Ias  the re  i us t  be fo re  i t  l e f t  t o  go  to  the

Pi i i l ipp ines.  That  i+ i ro le  squ.at l rc , t i  t+ent  to  the

I 2
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Okay ,  wha t  you ' re  re fe r r i t r g  t o  i e  a  } : ook le t  t ha t  l r ou

h a v e ,  w h i c h ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y

y e a r s  o f  H i c h a m  F i e l d .

R j-gLrt .

Is  i t  t ro t ,  t rue that  Hic leam Fie ld t+. ts  r ight  next  door

the Pear l  Har l ror  Navy Base? There l4as noth i t rg  but

cha in  -  l  in l<  f  ence there .

T h a t ' s  t r u e , Tha t  i s  t rue ,  I l i e  had  wha t  t hey  cn l l  a

b o a t  d o w n  t h e r e  t h a t  w e t r t  o u t ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a  c r a s h ,  t o

p |ck  up  any  su rv i vo rs ,  a t rd  tha t  was  dowt l  a ro t tnc l  E i shop ' s

P o i n t .  I f  y o u  k e p t  o n  g o i n g  a r o u t t d !  y o L l  c a m e  i n t o  F o r t

" K a m "  ( K a m e h a m e i r a ) ,  a n d  a c r o s s  t } : e  b a y  f r o m  F o r t  " K a r r "

w a s  F o r t  W e a v e r ,  T h e y  H e r e  c o a s t  . a r t i l l e r y  a t : d  a l s o  h a d

a n t i a i r c r a f  t  L r a t t e r i e s  t h e r e .

As  o r )e  ge ts  c lose r  a l l L l  c l ose r  t o  December  7 ,  and  a f f

condj - t ions between the t ln i ted Stat ,es at ld  . Iapan c, rnt inued

to get  worse,  cot t ld  yLr t l  a t  t ] :a t  t in :e detect  any change,*

a t  a l l  i t :  t he  t ra i t r l l g  rou t i ne  6 f  yo t i  pe rs r : t t a } l y  o r  o f

the base i t r  get rera l?

! . le l l ,  w l ta t  rea l ly  i rappet lec l  l \ rc?s th .at  we wetr t  o l t t  on ar t

a le l t  o l r  t l :e  is l . r t r r -1 ,  ant l  we a l l  t4ere i t l  the f le ld .  We

was  a t tached  to  the  ?4 the  I t r f a t l t r y  D iv i s io t r  f r om

S c h o f i e l d  o t r  t h i s  f i e l d  t r a i l i n g  e x e r c i s e  w h i l e  w e  w e r e

ol1 alert. l '* le h.rr- l  rarl ir-r comn:tt. t t icatiot:s people atrd our

te lep i rope eetr . tp ,  ED-96 sr+ l tc f tboard.  lc t *  wetr t  out  o l l  n

I D
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\ l |edt - resc lay,  a l )d  o l l  $aturday r ror l l i t ig  they to ld  uB to pach

eur  gear  at r t l  go bach to  o l t r  home stat io t rs  '  So our

s igna l  comp.cny  ro l l ed  u1 r  a l l  ou r  w i re  and  pu t  ou r

sw i t chboarc l  away  a t rd  pu t  ou r  rad io  equ ipmen t ,  i n ,  and  a l l

( rur  t r .uc l ts  got  i t r  a  co l lvgy at ld  l^ re l l t  back to  Hic l<am. We

drr t  i  r r  t l r ,=r .g  at  about  11 :  [ ]C]  in  t ] re  morn l t ]g ,  a l ld  we
6 V  U  r l l  v l l u !  \

unloadecl  o l l r  t ruc l<s at rc l  put  the t rucf t r r  i t r  l ine.  Then

tha t  " t f t e rnoo t r  I  wa tched  a l l  t he  ba t t l esh ips  come in to

P e a r l - .  C ) f  c o l t r s e ,  I  t h o u g i r t ,  " W e l l ,  t h i l g s  m u s t  b e  a l l

r i g h t .  "

A n r l  w h a t  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k  w a $  t h i s ?

T h i s  w a s  o n  S a t u r c l a Y  a f t e r n o o t r ,

S a t L r r d a y  a f t e r n c t o t t  .

D e c r e m b e r  6 t i t ,

So  you har l  L ree t r  o l l  c l l l  a le r t  . c11  t i ra t  t {eek ,

R i s h t ,

Le t  me  ash  you  th i s  .  Le t ' s  go  }ac f t  beyopd  t i l a t  week

be fo r .e  Pear l  Ha rbo r .  Hac l  you  been  on  any  a le r t s  and  sc )

o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ?

N o .

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  w a s  b u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l  f o r  y o u  r i g h t

up  L rp t i l  t l i a t  l as t  r+ee f t  be fo re  the  pea r l  Ha rbo r  a t tack .

R ish t  .  Then  l re  we t r t  o l l t ,  and  we  were  o I1  t ra i t r i t : g .  We

were  o t t t  on  a l -e r t  s ta tus  .

what  d id  that  meal l  for  you? when you went  out  on t i ra t

a ler . t ,  yOLl  metr t , io t red th . r t  yot l  go q-r l l t  i t r to  t i re  f  ie ld .

1 A
I A
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Wha t  were  you  pe rsona l l - y  do ing?

I  was  s t r i t r g ing  w i re  fo r  t i r e  t e lepho t :e  ope ra t i o l t s .  We  a

t o n - a n d - a - i r a l f  t r u c l <  w h i c h  r o l l e d  o f f  t h e  w i r e  t o  p u t

the  I l lE -B  te lephones  i n  t l se  v , r i t i r  ba t te r i es ,

I ' m  s o r r y ,  w h a t  k i r : d  o f  t e l e p h o n e s ?

I4E-B  .  They ' r ' e  o ld  A rmy  te lepho t res  ,  f  i e l d  pho t res  .

t4E-  B .

Y e s ,  i t ' s  " i n  A r m y  f  i e l d  p h o t r e ,  a l t d  y o u  u - q e  F A - 3 0

b a t t e r i e s  i t r  i t  .  T i r e  s w i t c h b o a r d  o p e r a t o r  .  .  .  a l l  y o u ' v e

g o t  t o  d o  i s  L r r a l ) k  i t ,  a n d  i t  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  s w i t c h b o a r d ,

a n d  t h e  s w i t c h b o a r d  w i . l l  a n s w e r  i t .  T h e n  h e ' 1 1  g i v e  i t

t o  wha teve r  ou t f  i t  t ha t  yo l l  wa t r tec l .  So  we  had  e t rough

f o r  m a y b e  n i n e t y - t h r e e  o r  n i t r e t y - f o t t r  t e l e p h o n e s .

You  mep t io t red  tha t  yoL l  we re  w6r ]< i t rg  i t r  con iunc : t i o l t  w l th

t h e  ? 4 t h  I n f a n t r v .

R i g h t .  W e  w a s  a t t . c c i r e d  t o  t h e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  a l e r t .

Le t  me  as l<  you  th ie  .  Le t  us  suppose  t , ha t  some so r t  o f

ar l  a t tach d ic i  oLrLr l l r  a t  Hic l tam. Di t l  the 324t i :  S igt :a}

Company  have  a  spec i f i c  p lac re  to  go  o l '  a  f u t : c t i on  to

pe r f  c i rm?

.Jr . ts t ,  comn: t t t : icat io t rs .  ( )ur  c lea l .  ,  .  i f  s ( )met i l ing was

happetr i t rg  "1nd we were at t .ac l<ed,  we a lso had up i t l  tLre

L r i l l  r i g i r t  above  Pear l  Hapbor ,  l i l <e ,  a  s fua f t  w ] : l ch  F ias  a

hun, l rec l  feet  dowtr  in  the groutrd,  a t rd in  that  area of  t l re

groutrd wcls  a swi tchboard a l l  set  L1p at r t l  rad io

ccmmgl t i ca t i o t r s  a l l  se t  L lP ,  i +h i * ] i  F Ia *  f t l r  t h *m t *  go  Up

l f \
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there-- the get tera l  a l ld  h is  p€ople t1 :  go dowtr  t i :ere where

tk rey  cC Iu ld  s t i l l  l : ave  commu] l l ca t i o l1s '

So  you r  f  u t r c t i o t r ,  i t l  o the r  word*  ,  was  to ma itrtairr

c O m m l l n i c a t i o n s ,

R i  o l ' ' t

A11c i  wou ld  th "e t  i t :  esse l )ce  mea l l  tha t  yoL l  co t i ld  be  go lng

h e r e ,  t } : e r e ,  a t r d  y o l l d e r  i t :  o r d e r  t o  d o  t h a t ?

Y e s ,  I ' d  h . e v e  t o  o n c e  i r r  a  i , r i r i l e  t a h e  o u r  t w o - a t r d - a -

h a l f - t o n  t r r : c ] <  a n d  t a l < e  s o m e  s u p p l i e s  u p  t o  t h e

m o u n t a i t r s .  N o w  m y  c o m m a n d i t r g  o f  f  i c e r  w a s  C o l o n e l

H o s h i n s ,  w i : o  c a m e  t o  u s  a s  a  s s g s r l l d  l i e u t e n a n t  l 4 h e n  h e

c a m e  t o  u s  f r r : m  t h e  2 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  a t  S c h o f i e l d .  H e  g o t

h i s  I ' e s e r v e  c o m m i s s i o n  a s  a  s e c o t t c l  l i e u t e n a t r t  '  T h e

f  i r . s t  pa l t  1 . r f  Decentbe l ' ,  we too f t  i r im t lo t+ t i  in  f io r t  o f  a

Coa i i t  Gr rar .c l  L i6a t ,  .11d He we] t t  r lo l { tu  t r - r  W.q l te  Is land t+ l th r

Some o f  oL l r  rad io  e l lg i l leers ,  t ' ' cc l io  L - ieop le ,  I  remef i i k le r

o r r e  o f  t h e m ,  C o r p o r a l  R e X ,  5 a h o  w a s  t i i e  l a s t  o l l e  t o  s i g r r

o f f ,  H e  w a i s  t h e  l a s t  o l l e  t o  s i g r :  o f f  w h e n  t h e  J a p s  t o o k

o v e r  W a k e  I s l - a t r c 1 .  H o s l < l t r s  d i d  m a t c e  i t  b a c k  t o  H o t r o l u l u ,

a lc l  [e  L ]ame bach arount l ,  I  th i l ]<  ,  t ] re  December  B  or  9  ,

1 9 4 1 .  I  w e n t  d o w r :  a n d  p i c k e d  t h e m  L l p  a t  t h e  d o c l t  a n d

l - r rn r ' r l r t  t l r ,=m j :ac l<  oL t t  t , :  H icharn ,  a t rd  he  thought  he  wa6
v l  v u 6 r r

g o i n g  t o  g e t  c h e w e d  o u t  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s t l ' t  t h e r e '  H e

l4e dr.r

r . t a  9 6

Galeass  1

came bacl< to  get  more equipment  to  ta l<e down t l :ere

M a r c e l l c r :  O k a y ,  l e t , ' s  g e t  b a c h  t o  t h e  a ] e r t s  a t r d  s o  o n '

l rnow that  on December 7 ,  t l ie  bombers at  Hickan:

I O
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l ined up in  t r i r re ,  ueat  t 'L) I . rs .  Wi :y  was t ] : " r t  done?

w e l l ,  a f t e r  t i r e y  c a n c e l e d  t h e  a l e r t  o r 1  t h e  7 t h ,  t h e y

w e n t  a h e a d  a l r l  b r o u g h t  e v e r y t h i l ) g .  .  . t h i s  i s  t r t t e  a l s o

abou t  t he  p r . r r s r . r i t  s l : i ps  up  a t  w l :ee le r  F ie ld .  The  day

be fo re  they  were  a t l  d i spe rsed  i t r  t l i f f e re r : t  a reas  where

i t  w6r . i1d l re  hard to  h i t  t i rem. The next  c lay,  o l l  Sat t ' t rday

a f t e r p o o t r  w h e n  t h e  a l e r t  w a s  c a l l e d  o f f ,  a l l  t [ e s e

a i r c ra f t  we1 'e  l i l ec l  L lp  fou r  ab reas t .  The  same t i r l r r g

happener - l  a t  H i c [am,  a ld  they  were  on  the  ap ron .  T ] rey

l i ned  t i t em L lp .

Apd [ow ma] ty  abreast  l^ Iere l ined up? How were t ] rey l ined

up  a t  H ickam tha t  daY?

T h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  h a d  l e f t  w e r e  t h e  B - 1 8 ' , s  a n d  t h e

A - 2 0 ' s .  I  t h i n k  t . i r e r e  w a s  o l ) e  s , 1 l t " l t l t ' o n  o f  A - 2 t ) ' s ,  b u t  I

don  '  t  r . emember  see  i ng  o r )e  o f  t hem ge t t  i ng  o f  f  t he

g r o u l c 1 .  I  r e m e m } e r  o n e  o f  t h e  B - 1 8 ' s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o f f

t he  g rou t rd .

l l e ' r e  g e t t i p g  a | e a d  o f  t h e  s t c r l ' y ,  a t ) c l  I  d o n ' t

g e t  t , o  t h a t  p o i t r t  Y e t .

i+ant to

I  ' r i  say  the re  were  th ree  ab rea* t  L ' r ' o l rab l y  '

l ^ ias any t i ror - rght  ever  g lven to  the poss ib i l " i ty  t i ra t  the

Japi lpese l iv ipg i t r  t i :e  Haw.al ian Is la t rc ls  mlg l : t  fue a

t l i reat  i t r  the form of  sa l rotage?

Tire r ) I ) ly  t i r ing I  l< t row about  that  is  t i rey sa id t | ia t  t f iey

w e r e ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  h n o w  i f  t h a t ' s  t , r r , t e  o r  t l o t .

01e of t ,he thi lgs tf iat I  har. 'e ]reart l  r+as t]rat t ]re planer,



Galeass  i

Marce  1  1o

Ga le .ess  i

Marce  1 l -o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  I  l o

Ga  leas  s  i

M a r c e l  1 o

G a l e a s s  i

were  l i r :ed  L lp  i t r  t i rose  n iq le ,  l l€ "1 t  rL IWE J- : lecaU6e i t  wot t ld

|e  eas ie r  t ,o  E l i f l rd  t l ien t  aga i t rs t  sa l f ,o teL t re .  Is  tha t  a

. r  1 ^ . i  ' 1  . {  + r , 9
I J L , i f , i l - L L ' - L - r a  u y  ;

14e11 ,  l l o ,  L recause  th .e t  j g r i s t l i c t i o r l  came under  wha t  t hey

c " r l l ed  the  g round  ba t ta l i on  t i r a t  t hey  ha t l  t he re  w l th r

spec ia l  t r oo l r s .  a l l d  a l l ,  They  were  se t  t 1p  to  ma t :  mac t r i ne

gu l t s  . anc1  gna rd  the  a i r . c ra f  t .  A  l o t  o f  t hem peop le  go t

l r i l te l l  o t r  December 7 ,

( ) kay ,  so  you  n :e t r t i o t red  tha t  you  go  on  th i s  a le r t '  When

, l i , - l  i f  l r , r o i n ?
s r v 6  r ^ r  I

I t  s ta r ted  on  a  l , i ednesday  morn i t rg ,  sL )  you  go  bac i<  to  the

6 t h ,  t h e  S t h  t h e  4 t h - - y e s ,  t h r e e - a n d - a - h a 1 f  d a v s '

You  were  ou t  i n  t he  f  i e l d ,  dn r l  you  me t l t i oned  tha t  t hen

o n  F r i c i a y  i t  w a s  c a l l e c i  o f  f  '

W e 1 1 ,  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g ,

S. t tu rday  n to r t r i t rg  i t  i . ras  t re l le t l  o f  f  ,

Yes .  ! . le  w"1s  E ive t r  t ) r l le rs  t t l  g r f ,  53 i - rk  to  H icham'

( ) t rce  the  a le r t  i s  l ra l led  o f f  . lu t1  yL)L i ' l ' e  bac l<  a t '  H ickanr '

w h a t  w a s  y o u r  r o u t i n e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  d a y - - t h e  r e s t

o f  t i r a t  Sa tu rday?

We] l ,  w€  we t r t  t 6  t he  chow ha l l ,  and  whe t r  I  came bac f t  me

a t r t l  ano the r  f e l l ow  we t r t  c l own  t< - rward  B is f i op ' s  Po in t  and

watcrhecl  t f ie  Lrat t lewagotrs  come in .  Af  ter  t ] rey came l t l  a t

B i s h o p ' s  P o i n t  i r e a c i i l g  t o w a r d  F o r d  I s l a r r d - - t h e y  u g e d  t o

ca l l  i t  Ba t t l esh ip  R6w L rve l '  t he re - -we  we t r t  bac f t  and  i us t

ho rse t l  a rounc l .  I  go t  me  a  boo f t  t o  read  L rn t i l  t he  nex t

, L O
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m o r n i r r g .

Sr . r  yoL l  s tayed on  b .qse  o I1  t l ra t  S . t t t t rc la l '  t r ig l i t ,

]? i ,r}r l-
r \  1 6 f  r  u  r

l ^ fhy  d id  y ( r l l  dec ide  to  tha t  as  oPFosec l

t o w n .  I t  w a s  p a y t l a y  w a s  i t  t r o t ?

t r r  s o i  n s  i n t Ob  ! -  * . . E

No,  we  c l i dn ' t ,  ge t  pa id .  I t  l ^ ras  S r - l nday  t+hen  we  go t  pa ld .

Th .a t ' s  r i gh t .  The  7 t ,h  l { as  payc iay ,  V€s  .

W e  d i - c l n ' t  g e t  p a i d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  S u n d a y  ( c l t u c k l e ) .  W e

d i d  g e t  p . a i c l  L ) n  t h e  1 0 t h ,  b u t  w e  h a d  a  w a i t  L r e c a u s e  w h a t

t h e y  c l i d  w i t h  e v e r y  d o l l a r  b i l l  ,  f  i v e - d o 1 l a r  b l 1 1 ,

wh .c teve r  money  they  were  pass i t rg  ou t ,  } : r ad  "Hawa l1 "

wr i t t en  on  i t  ao  i n  case  the  Japa t rese  d id  come i t :  and

i n f  i L t r a t e  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  t a l < e  i t  o v e r ,  t l t e  m o n e y

w o u l d n ' t  b e  n c )  g o o d  t o  t i r e m .

OI<ay ,  c i i d  any th ing  even t fL t l  happen  tha t  Sa tu rc i "ay  t r l gh t

o f  D e c : e m l r e r '  6 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  w h i l e  y o u  H e r e  b a c l <  a t  t h e  b a s e ?

I  th in l< we had a c l .a l tce over  i t r  the &r€"1 l ike I  to ld  you

tha t  t hey  used  fo r  c i ru rc rh  t i r e  f o l1o i , r i t 1g  morn i l l g .

D ic l  you  go  the re  o r  d id  you  s tay  back  i n  t he  L ,a r racks?

I  rs  tayed bacl< in  t i te  barrac l<s .  I  went  over  . lnd ] rad a

c rq rhe  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  r i gh t  ac rL )ss  the  s t ree t  f rom

i t .  A t  t ha t  t ime  they  used  to  have  wha t  t i r ey  ca l l ed  the

Nonc r - rn t * '  C luh ,  yo l l  l < t row ,  co rpo r ' . 4  l - s '  ,  *qe rgean ts '  c l ub ,

Ycrr i  nrer : t loned t i r i *  bsrracks that  yoLl  f f tayed l t l ,  War:

t i i is  the o l le  that  is  r - tsr " i .e11y ref  er red to  as the

(lclnsL) 1 idatecl Lrarracl< s ?
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N o .

T i ra t ' s  . 1  t l i f  f  e ren t  one  a l t r : ge t i : e r?

Yes ,  They ' ve  go t  t he  t rame i t r  he re  fo r  t ha t  ba r racks

I  re fe r . s  t o  boo ] r ]e t l  ,  T i : ey  ca l l ed  i t  t ] r e  Ha le  Ma ] ta i  '

Tha t ' *  w i r . r t  t i r a t  L ra r racks  we#  c ' r l l ec l '

The one t irat YL)LI $t.cyed itr?

I m o v e c l o u t o f t l r e r e i n S e P t e m b e r . o f l g 4 l i n t o t h e

woor len barrac l<s .  T i re  roof  o f  that  barrac i<s bur t : t  for  a

w e e k .

So  th i s  o l l e  t ha t  you  Here  i t l  was  ca l l ed  Ha le  M"eka i?

T  was  the r .e  r l p  i i n t i l  sep tember  o f  1941 ,  a t rd  then  I  moved

i n t o  t h e  w o o d e n  b a r r a c k s .  T l i e y  t o o k  o u r  s i g n a l

c o m p a t l y , , w e g l a s o n t h e t j r i r c l f l o c r r . , a t r d t h e y m o v e d u f ;

out  a t rd i r r to  t i re  woodel l  barracr l<s '

l , l e11 ,  t , ] . 1 i5  One  looks  l i ke  a  woode l l  ba r rhcks .

I t ' s  n o t ,  (  c h i r c ] < l e  )  '  T h a t ' s  c e m e t : t  '

C)kayr  yo l l  r+ere t :o t  i t r  th is  barrac l<s at  the t ime of  Fear l

H .q rbo r .

I  n toved r - rL i t ,  o f  there three moi : ths ] :e fore '  They iust

opened L lp t i rose wooden barr .ac l ts  ,  a t t r l  I ' re  moved in to them '

s o  y o u  w e n t  f r o m  " T e n t  c i t y "  i n t o  t h i s  H a l e  M a k a i

Barrac]<s ant l  then f  rom there to  the tn 'ooden st ructure '

R i g h t .

C ) l (ay .  Where  was

s t r u c t n r e ,  l o c a t e d

i t se l f  ,  t he  aPro t r s?

t l : a t  newes t  b "a r racks ,  t ha t  wooden

w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a i r f i e l d

2 0
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At-rc-:ut tLrree l-rlocks .

Did yoLl  ] rave a pret ty  c lear  v ie l+ of  t l re

where  y ( ru  were?

apro l l s  f  rom

C)h ,  Ve  s ,  su re .  See ,  w€  worhed  up  i t r  base  ope ra t i ons  ^

I4e wor fed r ig i r t  L lp  in  the second f  1( ]6r ,  and we had a

sw i t c i : bo .a rd  up  the re .  We had  rad io  ope ra to rs  i t r  t he re ,

a l so ,  wh ich  were  tah ing  dowt r  coc le  tweg ty - fou r  hou rs  a

d a y ,

( ) kay ,  t h i s  b r i ngs  us  i n to  t i r a t  Sunday  morn lng  o f

D e c e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  w a n t  t o  g o  l n t c t

t t r ts  c1. ry  i t r  as mt tch deta i l  as yot l  cau remember,  Cln a

Sunday  m6rn ing ,  was  the re  a  pa r t i c :u lay  t i n re  w l te t r  anybody

had  + .o  ge t  up?

N o ,  B u t  I  g c r t  u p  b e c a u s e  t ' d  g o  t o  6 : 3 C )  I l a s s ,  s o  I  g o t

u p  a t  6 :  [ ) 0 ,

Okay ,  desc r ibe  yo l l r  p rocedure  f rom tha t  po i r r t '

I  go t  gp  a t  6 : t l t )  and  go t  c l ressed  aud  shave r -1 ,  a t l d  I  we r r t

t o  M .cs* ,  wh ic [  i s  i n  t f i e  bu i l d ing  t ] : a t ,  as  I  t o ]d  vou ,

was  a  gymnas ium in  the  day t i rne  and  p ig l : t t ime  was  a  p l sce

for  a  c lance.  Thetr  o l l  the weehetrds i t  was our  c i rurch.

B e i n g  a  C a t h o l i c ,

I t  w a s  a t  6 : 3 t )  .

A t  7 : 1 5  w e  g r - r t

Where 6llr Lthr..)r^r

a r ro t i r e r .  f eL low- - I

f ron t  s teps  c1 f  t he

I  w e n t  t o  t h e  C a t i r o l i c  M a s s  a t  6 : 3 C I .

. a r 1 +  c r r r ' {
V U  U  t  q l l u

ha 1 1 t{ . ls

f . r r ' , r a . | .
I L ' I B L '  L '

barrac:ke

I  wetr t

snd  had

r . rh , r  1 - ' s
t 1 f  t v  I i L .

, "1lld &

over  to  our

h r e a k f " q s t .

l ras - -ea t  do t^ l t r

t  a l r o L t t  7 : 5 0 ,

bar rack r

Ile arrd

, 1 ! i  f l ' ' a
u l l  v l l v

7  '  R F r  T
|  .  u t t  t  L
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M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s s i :

M a r c e l l o :

l - ookec l  "1L r r ( r ss  the  a i r f i e l d  a t rd  see t l  a l l  t hese  a i rp laues

c o m i n g .  I  s a i d  t , r  t h a t  S u V ,  " H e y  '  w €  d o n ' t  i : a v e  n o

a i r cga f t  ca r r i e rs  i t r  i r e re  I  They  l e f t  he re  a  coup le  days

ago  I  "  I  sa id  ,  "  They  l oo l<  l i he  oL l t '  p l . c t res  ,  do t r ' t  t hey?  "

He  -qa id ,  " l 4e l1 ,  t hey  l oo l t  l l ke  t i r em,  "  T l t ey  came ac ross

f rom where t fue I t r ter t ra t ior ra l  A i rp6r ' t  is  i t r  Honolu lu

r . i  n h . ' | -  r r , r r . r
I  1 6 r r  v  l l L , n  '

They  s ta r ted  comlng  ove l '  ou l '  L ra r racks ,  ; r t r d  i f  you

cou ld  f i ave  s t6od  on  the  top  o f  t he  roo f  on  t ] ra t  two -

s t o r . y  b a r . r a c k s ,  V o u  c o u l d  h a v e  h i t  t h e  t o r p e d g e s  w i t h

youy  h .anc l  .  Tha t ' s  when  I  seen  the  red  emb lem under

t [e re ,  on r i  I  wep t  i n  and  I  t o l c l  t ] r e  res t  o f  o t l ] '  peop le

i n  o u r  b a r r a c k s ,  " [ l | e ' r e  b e i n g  a t t a L : } e c l l  Y o u  } e t t e r  g e t

ou t  o f  he re  I  "  They  t , hough t  I  was  ] r i c l d ing  un t i l  t hey

hrearc l  "a  Lr ig  expl -os i r ) l t  c lv€r  a t  Pear1,  Then I  got  me o l le

g u y  n a m e d  ( ) v e l s b y ,  w i t o  t i r e y ' d  i u s t  l e t  o u t  o f  t h e  " i u g " "

He wa6 f rom Ket t tucky.  He W.1B iu  the br ig ,  an(-1 when that

at tac i< Lrame they 1et  a l ]  t i re  pr isot lers  i t r  the } r lg  go

back  to  t i r e i r  o rga t r i aa t i q r t : s ,  I  t o ld  h im ,  "Yo r " l  L lome w l t k r

me  I  We ' re  go lng  to  move  L )u r  t r r . t c l<s  I  "  We  go t  a l l  ou r

t ruchs  moved ,  and  ou r  cap ta i l ,  Hho  was  C .ap ta ln  B lank ,

d i d n ' t  c o m e  i n  u n t i l  9  :  3 0  .  H e  r ^ r a s  s t i l l  i n  H o n o l u l u .

L e t  m e  b a c k  u p  i u s t  a  s e c o n d .  S o  w h a t  i s  y o u r

pa r t i cu la r  ra t r k  a t  t h i s  t ime?

I  w a s  a  p r i v a t e .

Yt l r . l  see the , .Tapanese p lat res ,

L L



Galeas rs  i

Marcel l-c- '

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  I  I o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce l- l-u.

Ga  ]eas  s  i

M a r c e l  1 o

G a l e a s  s  i

Marce  I  1o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  1  1o

G a l e a s s i :

t r i  a l - , *
l \ ! E r r , r  r

They  . t re  obv io r - r s I y  f l y i ng  ve ry ,  ve ry  l t 'w '

T l r  a r r  E  t r a!  r r  L  J

Yor-r  go b"ac i r  in to the barracks,  a t t t l  yo l l  a ler t  the re$t  o f

t i r e  peop le .  0nc re  t i i a t ' s  done ,  t he t r ,  where  do  yo r " l  go  and

what  dt r  YoLl  do?

I  went  down to wi rere I  wor l ted,  wi r ich i . las in  o l l r  motor

poo l ,  We  l t . cc l  . e11  t i r ese  t ruchs ,  and  I  had  to  ge t  t hem

ou t  and  ge t  t i r em under  t rees  so  ' i e  wor - t l dn ' t  l ose  them '

B u t  w e  d i d  l o s e  o l l e  t r t t c k '

Y o u  w e r e  a  p r i v a t e ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  y o L l r  r e E r p o t l s i b i l i t y '

R i g h t .

Yc- :u c l id  t ro t  take th is  I 'espc) l l i r ib i l i ty  o I l  yoLi r  o i+t r? Thie

is  sr )nteth i l ig  t l ia t  yc)L l  were sr ' tpposed to do?

Tha t  was  my  iob ,  so  I  so t  eve ry th i t : g  o t t t  excep t  one

t r r r ck .  l 4e  l os t  o l )e  ton -a t rd *a - ] ra l f  Chev ro le t  t r uch  wh ich

we  p i cked  up  a  week  be fo re  a t  t he  p ie r  '

( ) l < .ay ,  so  how fa r  was  the  ba r racks  f rom the  mo to r  poo l?

Two  b loc l t s  .

Descr i l re  yoLrr  ior ' t r t ley f rom the barracks to  the motor

p o o l ' I s t l r e r e a n y t h i r r g t h a t } : " a p p e t r e d d u r i r r g t h a t

pe r ioc l  o f  t ime?

w e l l ,  t h e r e  w a $  s t r a f i n g  o t r  t h e  a i r s t r i p ,  a n d  w i r a t  I  d i d

Wcls gL) L.:t l  d6I^Iu tg t ire fuoulclary beti+eetr Hiciram--the cfialn

f e n c e - - . 1 l l d  P e a r l .  T h e r e  F r e r e . l l S O  p a l m  t r e s s  t f i e r e ,  a n d

we gr-rt therle trr-rc: l<r*, anrl I{e ra]l  t} i*n: dowt: atrd put them

L ' )



Marce I lc- '

Ga leas s :  i

M a v . . o l l n

G a l e a s s i

Marce l  1o

Ga leas  s  i

Marce l  l o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  I  1o

underr reathr  those t ree ' ' : ,

Ohay,  F jo dowrr  a t  thre nrotor  PooI ,

c-:ut irr t lre t.rpen.

R i - e h t .

Yorr  ment io t red t i ra t  yo l i  lost  o l )e

t \  ! 6 l t  \ /  '

Descr i l re  l tow that  tor , rk  p la( , - re .

l4e l l ,  ( )ve ls l - ry  was r - l r iv ing t i r is

h o w  i r e  d i c l  i t ,  b u t  t h e  t r u c k  w a s

I r r  o t i r e r  wo l ' ds ,  i t  was  d t - t e  to  an

J a p . e n e s e  b o m b s  o r  a n y t h i n g .

threrr ,  those t reeE  were

of  your  t r r :c l ts  .

t r uch  ,  a r td  I  don ' t  know

^ . - \ m r - \ ' l ' - f . r . ' l  v , l  e m O I  i S h g d  .! ! , r u u f v  v v r r r

a c c : i d e n t  a s  c l p p o s e d  t o

R i g h t ,  r i g h t .  A f t e r  w e  g o t  r i d  o f  a l l  o u t '  e q r - t i p m e n t  w e

har l  c l own  the re ,  I  had  to  mahe  two  t r i ps  ou t  t o  t he

supp ly  dump.  i 4e  i rad  to  ge t  shc ,ve l s  . 11 )d  p i c ]<$  so  they

co r . i l d  s ta r t  c l i gg i r : g  t re t l c :hes  a t l d  sL l  f  o r th  to  Ee t  i t r t o .

I  m"ede  two  t , r i ps  ac ross  the re ,  a l l e l  on  the  sec t )nd  t r i p

a c r o E i s  t h e  1 6 w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a i r s t r j . p ,  I  h a d  t o  g e t  O u t

beca r . t se  t i r e  Japa t tese  a i r c ra f t  was  comi t rg  down  s t ra f i ng .

so  I  go t  c f l l t ,  and  I  go t  be i r i nd  a  conc re te  p i l l a r  where

they  were  go ing  to  i : u i l d  a I )  a i r f i e td .  whe l  t hey  paesed

T ,s , r t  l r .q , . l r  in l6  the t r r . tc l<  aud moved o l l  out  to  where the
r  6 1 , 9  u c { v r r

bomb c iump w" ls  at r t l  shovels  at rd s t r - r f f  was at ld  brought  bach

ammun i t i on  a l t d  the  s l t o r , ' e1s .

Dr - r r i ng  t , i r i s  pe r ie r t l  6 f  t ime ,  wou ld  yo l l  desc r ibe  th ings  as

be ing  c - ' r rgan iaed  o r  co t r fused?

I  wo11lq l  say par t  g f  i t  was Lrot l f l ls io l l  a l ld  par t  c , f  i t  we.sG a l e a s s  i

C / l



M a r c e  1  l o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  l -  1o

G a l e a s s  i

M a r c e l  1 o

Ga l -eass  i

Marce  1  1o

o rgan i red  bec " luse  you  c :ou ld  $ee  the  a i r c ra f t  c r rm ing  i r r

and st raf  ing,  f fnc l  ; rLru coLl lc l  get  or" i t  o f  t i :e i r  Fray,  CI f

c o u r s e ,  o L l r  s i g n a l  c o m p a n y  l : a d  ,  4 $ ' s ,  a r t d  s h o o t i t r g  a  . 4 5

a t  an  a i r c ra f t  i s  l i ke  a  tah ing  a  pea  a t rd  th row ing  i t  a t

i +

There  a re  a  co r . rp le  o f  o the r  t h ings  th ,a t  I  wan t  t o  ask  on

t h e  b a s i s  o f  y o u r  c o m m e n t s .  F i r s t  o f  a L l ,  w e r e  p e o p l e

e s s e n t i a l l y  d o i n g  t h i n g s  o n  t h e l r  o w n ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e

some l rody  the re  g i v ing  o rde rs  a t  t h i s  t ime?

W e l l ,  i { e  h a d  s o m e  l i e u t e n a n t s  t h a t  w a s  g i v i n g  s o m e  o f

t h e  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  a t r d  s o m e  o f  t h e

t e l e p h o n e  p e o p l e ,  T h e  c a p t a i t r  c . f  t h e  p l a c e  d l d n " t  c o m e

i n  u n t i l  9 : 3 0 ,  a n d  o u r  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  d i d n ' t  c o m e  i n

u n t i l  a r o L i n d  t l i " a t  t i n : e ,  e i t l r e r ,

f  susL .ec : t  t ha t  t hey  p robab ly  l t . t c l  a  c l i f f i cu l t  t ime

ge t t i ng  f ro rn  whereve r  t i r ey  were  o t t t  t o  t he  base .

E ' r . . r m  l f r r r r r r ' l  r r ' l  r r  \ r a e
M , i l J  l l l r l l ! r r L { J g  t  J  u u  r

Br. i t  in  the case of  y , ru  movi t rg  those t ruck: :  and so ot r ,

\ r ' 1 r r  A i , {  { . } r c t  Ir  \ . !<  J r l  your  own.  Noboe ly  h"ad  orderec l  yo l l  to  do

t h a t ,

Tha t ' s  r i gh t  .  I  *aved  eve ry  o l )e  c f  t hen t  t rucks  excep t

And  nn t i l  t ] : . r t  po in t  t hey  were  a l l  ou t ,  i t r  t he  open  and

e v e r y t h i n g - - l i n e d  u p  i n  a  n i c e ,  n e a t  r L ) w .

L iner l  Lrp in  our  motor  pool .  l4e i t . t r l  o l l r  owl l  motor  pool

j us t  f o r  o l l r  s i gna l  con rpany .

G a l e a s s  i
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Marce  I  1o

G,t1e.ass i

M a r c e l  l o

Ga  leas  s  1

Marce l-  1qr

G a l - e a s s  i  :

M c v . . ra ' l  
' l  

r y
l l g ! v v 4 r ! "

G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e I l o :

G a l e a s s  i  :

And  how na l l y  ve i r i c l es  were  the re  "a1 t ' : ge the r?

t l Je11 ,  yL lL t  i r ad  twe lve  t c r l l - f l l l c1 -a - i ra l f s ,  One  two-a t rd -a ' -

ha l f  ,  f ou r  command  L ra rB ,  f o l i r  Jeeps ,  a t td  fou r

m o t o r c y c l e s  .

At rd hor+ many people were ntov i t rg  those?

Jus t  me  and  o1 le  o the r  f e l l ow ,  so  we  were  ru ] l 1 l i ng  back

a n d  f o r t h ,  I ' d  l e t  h i m  , l r i v e  t h a t  o l l e  t r u c l c  w h i l e  I " d

ge t  . q t : 6 the r  heca l t se  I  co r . r l d  d r i ve  a l l  6 f  t hem.  I  had  A

l l ce t r se  t6  dy i ve  f rom a  qua r te r - t6 : t l  r i g i r t  L lp r  t o  a  f i ve -

to t r  t r t tc l<  .

Yot t  metr t io t rec l  that  la ter  o t l ,  whetr  ; /c l l l  were o l l  th is

m iss ion  to  ge t  t hese  p i cks  a l l d  shove l - s  a t rd  so  o l l '  t ha t

y o u  d i d  c o m e  u n d e r  s t r a f i r r g .  D e s c r i b e  t h i s  i n  m o r e

d e t a i l .

l ^ l e l l ,  coming  f r . om the  Fo r t  weave r  s ide  o r  t he  Ewa  s ide

c f  t l i e  i sLa t rg l  l p to  where  t l i e  p la t res  were  pa rked ,  t he

r- r t ra f l lg  "a i rcraf t  f rom t i re  .Tapat :ese was c:ont i t lg  s t ra ight

ac ross  the  a i r f i e l d  and  down  toward  the  co r l )e r  o f  t he

H icham ga te .  You  had  t r :  go  ac ross  the re ,  o i l c1  o l l ce  you

g o t  a c r o s s  t h a t  b o t t o m  p a r t  o f  t h e  a i r f  i e l d ,  y r ) u  w e r e

bac ]<  i n  un r -1e r  t he  t rees  and  so  f  o r t l : ,  50  you  were  p re t t y

we l l  sa fe  r . t n t i l  yo r . r  gc , t  ou t  t o  t ha t  bonb  dump '

t4hat  h i t r r - l  o f  a  ve i r ic le  d lc l  you have?

I  i r ac i  a  to t r -a t l d -a -ha1 f  Chev rc ' l e t ' '

And l4ere yo l l  t l ie  cr t l ly  o l le  in  the t ruc:k?

T r . ras the only  ot :e  i r :  the t ruch .
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MarceL  l o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  I  1o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  11c r

G a l e a s s  i

M c r n a ' 1  l , r

r a ^ 1 - - ^ . - . . - i

I r i as  t i r i s  occ l l r r i ng  du r i t r g  t l - re  f  i r s t  haJ f -hou r

t h e  a t t a c h ?

N . r  i  f  l r a r r r r e n e f l  a l r c r U t  9 :  ( )  ( )  .r t  L ,  ,  r  r /  r r L 4 l J ! , L . r l \

( ) kay ,  bu t  t he  Japanese  were  s t i l l  com i t rg  ove r

t i m a

n f

^ + i } l  a *

( )h ,  yes  !  They  were  comi t l g  ove r .  They  came ove r  un t i l  a

I i t t l e  . a f t e r  1 ( )  : ( ) ( 1 .  I ' 1 1  t e 1 1  y o u  s o m e t h i t : g  e l s e ,  a I s o .

The  ch r . r r ch  where  I  we t r t  t o  ch t t t ' c rh  a t  6 :3 t )  was  h i t  a t

1 0 : ( ) C )  w l t h  o l ) e  o f  t h o s e  b o m b s ,  a n d  b y  1 C )  : 3 0  i t  w a s  b u r n t

c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e l <  w e  w e r e

miss ing  the  boy  who  was  the  a l t a r  bo } ' ,  a t r c l  we  wen t  ove r

and  we  looked  i n  the  ashes  to  see  l f  we  c rou l -d  f i t : d  eny

r e m a i n s  o f  h i m .  A l l  w e  f o u n d  w a s  h i s  d o g t a g s .  I t  w a s

k i n d  o f  a  s a d  t h i n g ,  V o u  l < n o w ,  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t .

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o c i  o f  t i m e ,  d i d  y o t l  L r o m e  u l l d e r  a n y  o f

the bonr l rs  that  e le t 'e  dropped by any r - : f  the p lat res?

No ,  I  r 1 l c ln ' t  L rL rme  cLose  t c :  t l : e  bombs  ,  A f  t e r  I  go t

f  i n i s ] : ed  w i th  tha t ,  I  wen t  bac i t  c ) ve r  t o  the  o rde r l y

room,  n rh i ch  t {as  i t r  a t ro the r  ba r racks  t ro t  t oo  fa r  f rom

whre re  I  was .  Tha t ' s  when  I  seen  Cap ta in  B lan l t  a t rd  the

, r t h e r  o n e s .  W e  h a d  t o  d i v e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b u i l d l n g

t i re re  when  they  e ta r ted  s t ra f  i ng  the re  .  I  see r r  some o f

the  fe l l ows  tha t  ] rad  r i f l es  t r y ing  to  shc ro t  a t  t he

a i r c r a f  t ,  b u t  t l : e y  t : e v e r  h i t  t h e m .

Were yo l l  persot ra l ly  armed in  at ty  FIay?

Y e r : .  I  h a d  " 1  . 4 5 .
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Marce  I  l o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce I Ic-r

Ga leas ,s  i

Marce  I  1o

Ga leas r : i

Marce l  l c r

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  l -  1o

Ga leass  i

Marce  I  l o

G a l e a s s  i

WLre re  d id  you  ge t  i t ?

|, ieI l ,  I  gCIt i t  or:. t  of our arrf i .x.f i ient rooln'

Irr thre barracks or over at the lrtotr-rr pc-:ol?

Nc;, we LLarl arr arm&merrt rocrln r ight irr l- 'ack of thre

room. They Lrad TfrorrpFjon srrb-machrirre glJ.nfi  ,  .3.rtd

,45 ' , s  a r rd  o t i e  BAR R t f  I e  (B rowr r l r rg  A t : t cn ra t i c ) .

Did yorr  dc:  ar ry  f  i r ing at  a l l  w i thr  yorr r  .41:?

I  wor : ld  Lrave beerr  bet ter  o f f  i f  I  tLr rer^r  i t

order ly

I^?e had

at them

(  l a u g h t e r )  .

O\ay,  I low ls  or r ler  be ing brought  ahcrr . t t  Lrnce Blank gets

the  re  ?

l ^ l e l l ,  v€s .  He  l os t  o l l e  o f  h i s  ehoes  somewhere ,  and  he

w a s  s t i - l I  i n  t h e  B a m e  c l o t h e s .  H e  t l i q l n ' t  h a v e  a  c h a n c e

t o  s r + t  ( ) v e r  t o  h i s  b i l l e t  t o  c h a t r g e  c l o t l : e s .
b v v

So ) re had j  Lrs t  o l le  shoe ot r?

Y e s ,  H e  ] o s t  o t l e  e o m e w h e r e  ( c h u c k l e ) .  H e  w f t s  f r o m

Texas  .

( ) kay ,  r l ow  we  a l so  kn , :w  tha t  d r : r i r : g  t he  a t tack  i t se l f  ,  a

f  l i eh t  o f  E -17 ' s  was  coming  i t ' t  f r om the  ma i r l l and  and

hop ing  to  l anc i  a t  H i cka rn  F ie ld ,  Do  you  remember

any th ing  abou t  wha t  happened?

I  seen  and  cou ld  hea r  them coming  i t t ,  bu t  t he  p ro i : l em

was  tha t  t hey  l 1 idn ' t  have  a l l y  f  ue l  t o  go  back  ou t .

H icham I ^ Ias  the  c loses t  p lace  tha t  t hey  gou ld  l and ,  and

as t}:ey $iet 'e l"ctrditrg t ire . lap"lnese were tearitrg them up

( ) l t e  l i gh t  a f te r  t he  o the r ' .  0 t re  6 f  t hem d id  ma i te  i t  ove r

L O



t o  t he  o the r  i s l . an t l - * I

and cr ' te  i t -  la t rc led over

sal r , 'aged i t  ar :d  brougi : t

So t i te  . Iapat iese i  urnped

th in lc  t l :e  $maI l

t he re .  T i l eY

i t  b a c h .

a l l  ove r  t i r os *

is land c- r f  Lat ra i - -

wen t  ove r  and

B-  17  
' s  whe t :  t heY

M c v . - + l ' l  r r

G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s s i :

c a m e  i n ?

C ) h ,  y e s  I

D e s c r i b e  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  r s h a t  y o l l  s a w '

W e l l ,  I  s e e n  t h e  f l i e h t  o f  t h e  B - 1 7 ' s  c o m i n g  i n  f r o m

w a i k i k i  a n d  g e t t i n g  i n t o  a  l a n c l i n g  p a t t e r n  a n d  t h e n

c o m t n g  o n  a r o u n d  f o r  t h e i r  l a n d i n g  '  A s  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o

lanc l ,  t he  . l apanese  s ta r ted  s t ra f  i t r g  t hem au r -1  tea r ing

t h e m  t h l n g s  r i g h t  i n  t w o .  T h e y  c r a s h e d  a n d  t h e i r  w h e e l s

were  f  l - a t  anc l  eve r . y th ing ,  and  the i r  p rope l l e rs  were  no

Ionger  a} ]y  $ocrd,  One th inc a l lor t t  t } rem is  t } ra t  they

d i d n ' t ,  b u r . n  b e c . q u s e  t i r e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  l l o  g a s  l e f t .  T h e y

d idn ' t  ] r . eve  t t 6  . cmmun i t i op  e i t he r  '  I  c l on ' t  t h inh  they  "  11

eve r  mahe  t i t a t  m is take  aga i t r .  Y t - r t l  ] : ave  a  f l i ch t  o f  B -

17 ' s  cc ,m i t : g  fgom the  ma i t r l a t rd  t | a t  had  a  mach i t : e  gu l l s  on

them wi t l r  t :o  ammr, t t r l t io t r  to  l : ro tect  t i iemselves '  T i la t  wa's

a nra j  c , r  mls ta l (e  .

Marce l l c - : :  O l<ay ,  1e t ' s  as ; ' lL lme th*  a t tac f t  i s  uo l ' I  ove t "  Wi ra t  d r r  y6u

c lo  i t r  t i re  a f te rmath  o f  t i re  a t tac l<?

them back  i t :  the  moto- r '  poc l l ,  ser r " : -ced

to  our  bar racks

regu lar  du t ies

truc]<s and Put

them,  and made

Ga1e"ess i  :  We l l  ,  t hey  wou l r - l n ' t  ' l l l ov r  us  to  go  bach

f  or  t i l ree days.  I  wetr t  ahead r+ i t l t  t i :e

t } : r a t l c l i d , I w e t r t o t r b a c k a t r t l g o t L ] L l r

{ , v



M a r c e l l o

G a  l e a s s  i

Marce I  Lq:

f f a l a c a * - iv q r u L { u p a

M a r c e L  l c r

G a  l e a s s  i

su re o l l r  n :a i t r te t ra t rce t ruch had f  ue 1 in  i t  and

eve ry th i l g .  $o  we  we t r t  back  to  ou r  reg l t l a r  du t i es .  The

rad io  ope ra to rs  we t t t  t l p  t o  base  ope ra t i ons  and  sa t  down

thele ,  .ar ld  t [ey had s] r i f ts  where t l iey 'd  go i t r  and

mor: i tor  a t1 the f requencies '  I  i ^ rorked L lp ot1 the

swi tchbtrard L) t ' r  the Beccl l ld  f  1ot : r .

Where  d i t l  you  s t . l y  du r ing  th . c t  pe r iod ,  s ince  you

m e n t i , r n e d  y o u  d i d n ' t  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  b a r r a c h s ?

W e L l ,  I  f o u n d  a  p l a c e  d o w n  b y  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r

warehouse ,  r+h i ch  Has  a  co t r c re te  dea l  t ha t  you  back  up

to ,  a  dock ,  R tsh t  undernea t i l  t [ e re  n ) " l t i e  a  good  p lace  to

s t a y .

So  you  r . re l ' e  l ook ing  fq r r  some sg l ' t  o f  she l te r  i u  cage

t h e y  c a m e  b a c ] < ,

Th"a t ' s  r i gh t  I  The re  were  a l l  i r i nds  o f  I ' L lmors  go l r rg

ayor . ind,  say ing that  t i re  Japatrese were comi t rg in  on the

nor th s ide of  the is la t rc l  a t rd that  the ?4th a l lc l  25th

D iv i s i c : : ps  were  ove r  t f ue re  f i gh t i ng  t ] rem,  T i rey  were  a l l

r umors  ,  R t tmors  was  f  l y i ng  r i gh t  a t r c l  l e f  t  '

Cons ide r ing  wha t  happe t red ,  d id  yoL l  L re l i eve  t } : ose  rumors

o r  m o s t  o f  t h e m ?

No,  no t  rea l l y  because  we  raou ld  have  had  s r : rne th ing  on

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  a n y '  T h e n

they  were  b r i ng ing  i n  peop le  tha t  were  suspec ted  o f

Lre lp ing t i re  .Jap.a1lese at rc l  were i t : ter rpgat ing them. I

irappetreci tc get q-r] l  gui.1l 'Ll duty t irere for eight houre, and

J L J



Marcre l  Io

G a l e a s  s  i

M o u . r a ' l ' l  r r

G a l e a s s  i

Marce  I  1o

G a l e a s s  1

i h;rr l  tr l  1{atLri"r ol l t  t^r}ro I 1et p"lgs galng to the

in te l r ( rga t i ou .  They  i us t  f uappe t red  t c l  p i c fu  me  fo r  t h i s

ass igt rmet i t , ,  Yor t  fuad tc :  s tey t ] rere wi th  thnt ,  r l f le  a ]1d

l e t  n o b o d y  l t r  w l t h o l t t  p r o p e r  c r e d e n t i a l * '

W i ra t  d id  y r )L r  do  tha t  n ig l t t ?

T i ra t  n i , gh t?

0 f  D e c e m b e l '  ? t h .

| l i e l t ,  w€  was t r ' t  a l l owed  to  have  I1o  l i g i r t s ,  l l o  t l o th ing .

A  coup le  o f  ou r  t rucke  tha t  was  t r y ing  to  ge t

commun ica t l o t re  be twee t t  H i cka rn  and  Fo r t  "Kam"  were  be ing

s topped  eve ry  twen ty  ya rds  o r  so ,  a t rd  they  f  l t r a l l y

d e c i r l e d  j . t  w a s n ' t  w o r t h  i t .  T | e y  s t o p p e d  a n d  c a m e  b a c h

i r r .  Bu t  I  JL rs t  s tayed  t l i e re  a t r c i  d r "a t r k  wa te r .  They  Be id

yc ) t i  we re  go l t i g  t o  d r i nk  wa te r  L ro i l ed  f  i r s t  because  the

rumor . r l .1s t i ra t  eomet i r i t rg  hat l  h" tpperred to  the water

supply .  T l ie t r  ,  o f  cL lL l rs t3,  t f ta t 'n  i+ ] rere Spani  cane | t :  '

Yor,r irad sarlclI , I iche# fr-rr t ] :e t:ext three clays .

How safe was i t  to  wal i {  aroutrc l  t i ra t  n ig} r t?

We l t ,  yoL l  was  cha l l enged .  Le t ' s  s&y  i f  yC IL l  F {&s  ou t

the re ,  base  secu r i t y  peop le  were  cha l l eng i r rg  eve rybody .

Yor i  lea l fy  l : . rd  to  watch yor . t rse l f  ,  a t rd  you i rad to  g ive

them ygLrr t1.aff i€ and ratrh, f lr td they r. lor-t lc1 cireCk yOU.

C.) ther  t l ran t i r .c t ,  there were uo l ig i r ts .  Evetr  the l lghts

on  the  t ruck ,  VoL l  h t row ,  had  the rn  l i t t t e  l i gh ts  o t l  t he re

t l ra t  i r ( r l i  L lse for  n ig f i t  dr iv i lg  ,  T] rey ] rad thoee on.  You

c ;ou l -d t r ' t  use  . rny th i t rg  o the r  t l i n t .



Marce  1  l o

G a I e a a E  i

Marce  I  1o

G a l e a s  s  i

Marce  1  1o

Ga leas  s  i

I  remenlber ,  o l t ,  maybe the secot le l  day that  I  had to

ta i te  a seLrret ,  meg$&ge f rom Hickam over  t 'o  For t  $ i ra f ter

to  t f ie  $t ] r  S ignal  over  t i rere I  ] r .ed to  use a mr-r torcyc le

to gLr  c lve I '  there.  I  t , :ok one over  there at rd got

r :ha l lenged agai t r  whi le  I  gave h inr  t i le  message on the

l l th  apr l  t i reu wetr t  b . rck t6  Hichanr  o]1 t f ie  mot6rcyc le.

| l ]as there a lyb6dy e l -se l t r  yo l t r  shel ter  t l :a t  evening of

Dec:ember '  7  th?

N o .

Yor . r  Hele there Lr l r  yot t r .+e1f?

Ye: :  .  I  f  out :d  me a p lar - re r lght  there,  I  ueed to work at

th . r t  qua r te rm" l s te r  bu i l d ipg ,  snd  I  ] t t r *w  p re t t y  we l l  t ha t

th rose  boxes  were  n re t t y  *a fe  down  l t r  t he re .  The re  w f l s

th r i ck  he . tvy  cc- : t t c re te  Lxver  l t .

Wh.a t  r l i c l  yo l i  th i l l<  a l ro t t t  t fua t  n igh t?  What  tho t tgh ts  went

t h rough  yoL l r  m i t rd?

Wel l ,  I  thpggl i t  I  wae s l tpposed t6 get  c)L l t  a t r t l  maybe

leave  Hawa i i  w l t l : i 1  t he  week .  My  t ime  was  r fp  the re ,  My

lwo years l l rss  uP,  at rd I  Just  lacked s ix  mcint i )s  to  get

o u t .  A n d  t h e r e  I  a m - * I " m  s t u c k  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a r .

So for  that  three-year  et r l is tmet l t  I  wor . tnd pp g iv i t lg  f lve

years f l t l r l  e levetr  mot : t i is  a t rd s ix teet i  dayf i - - for  t l : ree

yea1s .  I  d ld r : ' t  l , ave  a l l y  l eave ,  . qo  I  f l ad  e r l l  my  l eave

coml - l i g  t o  me- -oye r  seven ty - f  i ve  day -q  o r  more ,  I  cou ld

have come b"cc-rh to  t f ie  States three n:ot r t ] rs  *ar ly  t+ l t i r  my

leave  beca r - t se  I  hac l  n i t re t y  dayx  '  Bu t  t he re  I  wae ,

, } L
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Lat,er crl l  r  yotl  kl lr) i . I  ,  ir f ter the war

te rm j - r ra l -  l eave  F f lY ,  t hey  pa id  me  fo r  1? t )

l{h.rt did you , lo t i :e l lext '-1aY?

I i+etrt back t,o t] :e base ;rgain, d'-rwtt at

at rd c i rec:ked our  t r r ' tchs-- just  i+r - r rk i t rg

when th*y paid

,-l * tr c.

M o r . . . a  l  
' l  

r ' .
t t q r  v v  r  r \ .  .

G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s s i :

M c r . r a l  l r v

G a l e a s s  i  :

t h *  mo to r  poo l

a.q & me*hanlc

a g a 1 n . .

Wiren yoLl  l i "ad a g i la l lce to  Eurvey t i re  d. tmage t fuat  ] rad heen

do le  o i t t ,  t he re  on  the  f l i eh t  1 ine ,  desc r j -be  fo r  me  wha t

you  saw a t rd  wha t  you r  f ee l l ngs  F le re .

W e l l ,  I  w a s  k i n r l  o f  r e a l l y  h u r t  b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t

w i th  a l l  oL t r  rad "q r  equ ipmen t  we  i rac l  L lp  i t r  t he  l : i l l s ,  and

our  s ig la l i ng  and  ou r  commun ica t  j . o t l s  sys tem,  W*  s f i ou ld

have  caugh t  t hese  peop le  be fo re  t l i ey  e t r ' e r  g , r t  l n  t he re ,

Y o u  s " 1 w  a l l  t i r e s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d  i u s t  c o m i t r g  o u t

o f  t he  b .a r racks .  T i t e  . . Jspa t rese  s t ra fed  them a t :d  were

I i i t t i ng  the*e  peop le  a t  Fea r l -  Ha rhg r  o t1  t , l i e r r  sh ips  t f i a t

c l i c l n ' t  ] t . ave  a  cha t t ce .  You  knc rw ,  i t  "  s  ge t t i ng  caugh t

w l th  yo l l r  p "an te  , -1own .  We ueve r  sho i t l d  have  d id  tha t .

[^le *hor.r ld have t lever gCIt cal lgl 'r t  that w.t1r,

l^ lhat  l< ind cr f  dam.tge d id yr - ru see on the f ie ]q l?

( ) i r ,  o n  t h e  b i e  f i e l d  i t s e l f  t h e r e  w a s .  ' w h e r e  t l : e  b o m b e

h i t  t h e r e  w e r e  c r a t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  a i r c r . e f t  w e r e  a l l  s p l i t

up .  A11  they  were  good  fo r  l , l as  spa re  1 :a r t s  o r  t l : e  i unk

y a r d  ,  T h e y  l l e v e r  h i t  t h e  o l c l  B -  1 3 ' s  o u t  t h e r e

(  chucr l r le  )  ,  whic |  was a l )  a t r t lque a i rcr .a f  t  .  Y6t t  FrCIbably

r rever '  heard th is  f rom "enybody * lse,  t r r ' i t  He d id have one



Marce l l , - r :

G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s s  i  :

o f  t he  B -18 ' s  t ha t  t hey  l oaded  r ^ r i t i :  b r :mbs  and  t r i ed  to

take  o f f  a t  H i ckam and  couLd t : ' t  ge t  L ip  i n t ' r  t he  a i r '  I t '

w o u n d  u p  a t  B i s h o p ' s  F o i n t  .  T i r e  c r a f  t  t h a t  t h e y  u e e d

wen t  ou t  and  p i cked  t t p  sL t r v i vo r *  f  r om t } re  l : r agh .  The

p lane  was  s t i ck ing  up  t t r  t he  wa te l . ,  so  t i r ey  } rad  to  ta } re

the bombs out  and get  .1  cra l le  c lv€r  t i rere and pul l  i t '

n ? r

I n  c the r  words ,  i t  d i t Jn ' t  have  e t ro t tgh  l i f t  r+ i t i r  t hoee

bombs  on  i t ,  and  j - t  ac tua l l y  t ook  a  nose  c i i - ve  i r r t o  t he

a rea  a ro r . t t r d  B l shoP 's  Po in t  '

Y e s .

Tha t ' s  su rp r i s  i ng  tha t  t hose  bombs  d idn '  t  exp lod*  w i re r r

i t ,  d i d  t h " c t .

l l a y b e  i t ' s  s u r . p r i s i n g ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  ' - l o  i t  '  T h e y  h a d  t o

g c o v e r t , h e r e a t r d t a k e t h e m j r a c i < c ) u t _ - t h e a r m a m e n t

p e o p l - e  d i d ,  o r d l l a l l c e .

what  was yLr l l r  a t t i tude toward the Japanese i t r  the

a f t , e rma th  o f  t i l e  a t tack?

W e l l , I w . a s p r e t t v d a m t r e d m a d ' I t r f a c t ' I ^ l e h a d s i x

radlc- :  operators that  I  t , r ld  yo l l  were t lowt l  there sn t i re

base,  .11}d t l ra t  i<1rrd , : f  bur t rec i  me up,  toq- ] ,  yOLI  knr :w.

Dr , r r lng t i re  war '  t i re  t+hole war '  t ' i ley  hgt6 L1eople or l  our

rad io  sec t l o t r  go ing  dowt r  on  d l f f e ren t  i s l apds  fo r  n l t re t y

days TDY, at rd t i reS'  set  L ip  r&d 'ar  a t rd commutr icat io t :s  down

the re '  T } re t r  t i l ey ,d  come back  up  fo r  t r i t : e t y  day6 .  You

trad th* 5th '1t:d 1lt ir  Eonrkr Gror'tL' 's t ir*re' atrd by t iren we
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Marce  1  1o

G a l e a s s  i

Marce l  1o

G a l e a s s i

M a r c e  1  1 o

G a l e a s s  i

M c v . - o l  1 ' r

G a l e a s s  1

M a u , -e ' l  
' l  

, r

Ga Ieas  s  i

we re  w j - th  the  T t l i  A i r  Fo rc :e ,  Ey  th 'a t  t ime  l+e  w&s

ca l l ed  the  4 t )0 t i r  s i gn " l l  Compa t ry ,  T th  A i r  Fo rce .  14e

nobor l y  e l se  to  repo r t  t , o  excep t  t i r e  A1 r  Fo rce ,  ? th

F c l f  C e ,

n0w

had

A l r

l4hat  l t ind of  damage was r lone to  t l ie  i ra t rgars there?

B a d i  I t  b l e w  u P  s o m e  o f  t h e n  p r e t t y  g 6 o d .  T i r e  b l g

hapgar  gp  the re ,  wh ic f i  was  a  Hawa i i an  A i r  Depo t ,  t ] r ey

d id  f  o t s  o f  c l amage  to  l t .  I n  f  ac t  '  o l )e  o f  t i l e  Japa t rese

a i r p l a t r e s  c r a s h e d  i n t o  i t .

t l ha t  damage  was  done  to  the  ba r racks?

o h ,  t , h e  b a r r . a c k s  w a s  s h o t  t o  p l e c e s  t h e r e ,  a t t d  t h a t " e

t h e  f r o n t  p a g e  o f  t h a t  t h i n g  I r e f e r s  t t :  b o o k l e t ] ,

T h a t ' s  t h e  c o l ) a o l l d a t e d  b a r r a c k e '  '  '

Y e s  .

.  ,  .  t h a t  w a s  s h o t  t o  p i e c e s ?  T h a t  H a s  t h e  b i e  b a r r a c h s

t h e r e .

Tha t , ' s  t , he  b ig  L re r raL rks ,  ) r * s  '  l t r  f  ac t  '  t he  roo f  i r ad

copper  Lr l )  t6p of  t i re  wpod,  at td  that  w6od ut rg ler t reath

there Lr t t r t r t  for  a  t+eel t ,  T i re t r  they i ra , -1 to  repr !6**  the

who le  roq ) f  ou  t , op  6 f  t l : e  ba r racks ,  o I1  t i r e  b ig  L ra r r .L6k3 ,

What ,  l< ind of  c- lamage w.1s dotre to  your  barrac l ts?

. lust  bu1let  i ro les thror . tgh the screel ls ,  because l { re  l lever

hacl  wi t rdows.  | r . |e  i : .e t1 t lo th i t rg  but  Screel ls  6ver  ther* ,  &t td

tL re  bu r l l e t  ho l -es  d id  L rc rme  th r ( rug i r  i n to  6ome o f  t i r e  beds '

I t  was  a  good  th ing  i {e  were  a l l  t l u t  o f  t i r e re '  T i rey

wou ld l ' t  l e t  us  go  i rack  i t r  f o r  t i ' . r 1ee  days ,  a l l yway ,  W[ l I e



I
t
i

I
t

I
I

i
i

I

M a r c e l  1 o

G a I e a s  s  i

Marce  I  l o

G a l e a s s  i

M a  r . . - a  l  l  . r  ,

G a l e a s s i - :

t i re l '  : Iecked i t ,  o t l t  + , ,o  n : ; r l te  gL l re  t } - re re  f , Ia$11 ' t  t ro  hombs

i 1 1  t h e r e  t h c r t  d i d r t ' t  e x p l t r d e .

I n  e s s e n L r e ,  t h e t : ,  l n c ) s t  o f  y c u r  L r e l o t r g i n g s  w e r e  p r e t t y

nruch in t ,acr t  i t r  the  bar racke?

Rig i r t .  They  su re  were  I

| . las t i rere very mrtch regis tauce pnt  uL. l  a t

a r l y t lme  du r i t rg  t i r e  . a t tack  i t se l f ?

H i c k a m  F l e l d

Yes ,  The  g round  fo rces  had  p r - i t  up  .3 t ) -  anc l  . 5 ( ) - ca l i be r

mach ine  gun  dea ls  and  l ^ re re  f  i r i ng  a t  t he  Japane*e .  Bu t

the pr" , r l r ler r  was t i ra t  t i rey d ldn ' t  l :ave at :y t f i i t rg  aroutrd

them,  po  sa t rdbags  oy  any t l : i t r g ,  yo r - t  hnow,  u t r t i l  a  l l t t l e

Ia te r  o r ) ,  so  they  were  ge t t i ng  w ipe t l  ou t .  The  ma io r i t y

of  the Lrnes t i ra t  wes f t i l led at  Hic f tant  dr . ts i t rg  that  per lod

of  t , ime was t i re  or reg that  were i t r  that  Lr ig  h.erracks.

l,{h"at, cl icl  yc)Lr do itr the clays atrd weeks fol lowltrg the

a t t . eck  ?

We c l id  t ra i t r ing,  .e  lo t ,  o f  marc l : ing

B u t  m o s t l y  t t  w e s  t o  k e e p  y o u r s e l f

,  d i f f e r e n t  t h i t r g s .

b r . r sy .  We p layed  ba l l

go  to  towr r .  I  ve ryand st r . r f f  .  Once i t r  s  nrh i le  we"c l

seldom i^letrt t<-r tclw}l,  maybe on,Lle or t i-Jicre a mcrtrt ir ,  at ld

then  I ' d  e l t he r  go  dowt r  and  see  a  mov le  o r  rometh ing

l ike that , .  Yor" r  could s tay ot r  the Lr" r*e at rd go to  the

movie for  ten cents.  But  i t  I^ Ias t i re  i r -1ea that  yCIu"d get

out  and get  dc)Hr1t , * )wn,  Yor" t  h" td  to  wear  a ut r i form no

mat te r  where  yoL l  we t : t ,  Eo  c i v i l i a r :  c l c r t ] : e t i  was  ou t .

Hqrw lcrng d id you stay t ] - rere o l l  t , i r *  Haw"r i ia t r  ls landsI ' l a r ' , - a ' ' l  
' l  

r , .

, f o
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G a l e a s s  i  :

M a r c e l l o :

G a l e a s e  I  :

before you tf ic- lved c.l t t t?

l {e  l e f t  i r r  Oc tobe r  o f  1944  to  the  "Repo"  depc : t  ove r  on

t i re  ot l ier  r : ide , : f  For t  "Kal i l ,  "  a t rd  I  caughr t  a  Navy s l r lp

out r:f  Pi-er I i-rr Horroh,rlu arrd werrt back tr-r thre lJnited

Stater :  i r r  Novemi ' . rer  c . , ' f  1944.  I  werr t  back to  fJk lahoma,

at:r1 frr:rr 0klafrorra I went back crt:t  t ,> Cali fc..,rrr i-a. When I

wer i t  to  Lorrg BeacLr ,  Cal l for r r ia ,  tbrey ar :ked nre whlere I

warr ter l  tc . . r  go to  be s tat j - r : r red,  ar rd I  ea id,  " I  want ,  t ,o  go

Eas t .  "  And  t f rey  een t  me  to  Luke  F le ld  i n  A r iao r ra  l r r  t he

midd le  o f  t he  dese r t - -110  deg rees  i r r  t h re  sh rade ,  and

t h e r e  w a 6  n o  s h a d e .

Is  +, f ra t  where ycru were mr: r : t ,ered orr t  o f  tLre ,Serv ice?

Nr-r ,  I  f rad a 130 pcr i r r te  whrerr  they F j tar ted le t t i r rg  them

cut on pc-rirrts:, s.r tLrey setrt rre f rr-rnt Lrrke Field tc; Camp

Chaf  f  ee,  Arharrsar :  ,  ar rd I  got  d ischarged orr  t {ay 25 at

Carrp CLr .ef  f  ee,  Ark, r r rF:ag ,  wi t f r  ?CI  percet ' r t  d isabl l i ty  $n Iny

Iegr : .  I  got  ar thr r l t j - r  wf r i le  I  war :  dowrr  threre.  [ ' t le  got

notLring br"rt pc-'rk arrd al l  thrat otfrer iunk that tLrey had.

I  got  F jc)  that  I  cr - , r r ldr r ' t  eat  ar ry  c . , , f  i t ,  and I "d Just

t t r row i t  i r r  thre t raef r .  Our  s ignal  compel ly  gc; t  together '

ar rd each orre of  uFi  donated tno dol lars .  l , le  hrad 12S

t l iere,  F j t r  that  i^ rae $250.  l le  Lrad thre Ai r  Corps go over

there t r . r  tbre ot l rer  is land,  and they would buy u. ,e  a beef

arrd br  j - r rg  i t  back.  Thren we'd have sonre pret ty  good

mea t .  Eve rybody  had  a  s teah  o t i ce  a  mor r th ,  & r rd  we  had

good stew rceat  ar rd goc;d Lramburger  ar rd s tuf  f  ,  80 we d id
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M a r c e I l o :

G a 1 e a s e l :

pre t ty  good l i ke  tha t ,  I  e t l l1  don ' t  ea t  $par r

( l a u g h t e r ) .  I t  t o o k  n e  a  L o n g  t i m e ,  l n  f a c t ,  t o  w h e r e  I

cou ld  e .1 t  p ineapp le ,

t l e l I ,  M r .  G a l e a s s i ,  I  t h l n k  t h a t ' s  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  p l e o e

to end this intervier.  l fe have pret ty wel l  covered your

exper lences at  Pear l  f iarbor.  I  want to thanh you very

much fo r  hav ing  taken the  to  ta lh  w l th  oe .  You 've  sa ld

a  }o t  o f  ln te ree t lng  and lnpor tan t  th lngs ,  and I 'm sure

that etudenta and scbolars nl11 f lnd your comnetr te moet

u e e f u l .

l l e l 1 ,  I  h o p e  B o . I  hope we never  go through i t  agaln!
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