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It is an honor to serve as president of the University 
of North Texas, a major force in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
region’s economy and the largest university in the region. 

Because UNT is an innovative, large public university 
in the business of change, we decided to do something 
different when creating this report. We resisted the  
temptation to tell only stories about our outstanding  
students, faculty and programs. Instead, we are giving  
you a quantitative view of what UNT is and what we  
are trying to do. 

With this report, you can assess the importance 
of UNT, through numbers that clearly measure our 
strengths and weaknesses. By relying on these data,  
we are giving you a picture of where we are as well  
as our plans for the future. 

I would be interested in your comments on this  
approach to a report. While the data reveal areas that 
need attention, they still show that UNT is on a very 
positive trajectory toward our goal — to be a nationally 
recognized research university offering the best  
undergraduate education in Texas.

Partly as a response to tough economic times, and 
partly because it’s how UNT has always operated, we are 
changing many aspects of how we do business so we can 
protect what we do well and improve upon what we can 
do better. We know there is more work to do, but  
we are building on a strong foundation and nothing  
is out of reach. 

Sincerely,

V. Lane Rawlins
President
president@unt.edu

Com m i t t e d  to  E xc e l l e n c e
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As a student-focused public research university with more than 36,000 students, the University of North Texas is the  
nation’s 33rd-largest public university. As DFW’s leading university, UNT drives America’s fourth-largest metropolitan area,  
which is home to many of America’s fastest-growing cities. 

Known for its comprehensiveness, UNT is a diverse institution that is furthering its impact in science, engineering  
and nanotechnology while building on its foundation in the arts, education and business. Often at the forefront of new  
programs, UNT continually evolves to be in step with changing industry and to prepare graduates to be leaders in the work force.

•	 First jazz studies program in the U.S.

•	 First undergraduate emergency administration and 
planning program in the U.S.

•	 First bachelor’s degree in e-merchandising in the 
U.S. and first Master of Science program in  
merchandising offered completely online

•	 First school library certification program in the U.S. 
offered completely online

•	 First comprehensive training/research center for 
Spanish language media

•	 First graduate applied anthropology program in the 
U.S. offered completely online

•	 First accredited master’s program in applied  
behavior analysis in the world

•	 First and only Ph.D. program in art education  
in Texas

•	 First and only Bachelor of Science degree in aviation 
logistics at a Texas university

•	 World’s first graduate program in environmental 
philosophy and world’s first field station in  
environmental philosophy, science and policy  
at Cape Horn, Chile

UNT BestsUNT Firsts

DFW ’s Leading University

•	 Graduate rehabilitation counseling program  
ranked 13th in the nation by U.S. News  
& World Report

•	 Medical librarianship graduate program ranked third  
nationally by U.S. News & World Report

•	 Texas’ best public administration (city management/
urban policy) master’s program ranked ninth  
nationally by U.S. News & World Report

•	 Graduate counseling program ranked 12th in the 
nation by U.S. News & World Report

•	 School library media graduate program ranked 11th 
by U.S. News & World Report

•	 Services for children and youth graduate program 
ranked 13th by U.S. News & World Report

•	 Environmental philosophy program recognized  
as the best in the world by the International  
Association for Environmental Philosophy

•	 One of the nation’s best music colleges and an  
internationally respected jazz program

•	 Online M.B.A. ranked 12th as a best buy among 
distance programs 

•	 Only accredited professional journalism master’s 
program in Texas

•	 UNT named one of America’s 100 Best College 
Buys® for 15 consecutive years

•	 UNT named a Best in the West college by  
The Princeton Review

•	 UNT named a top Military Friendly School and 
ranked first in Texas and sixth nationally 

DFW’s Leading University
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Focusing on Students
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Focusing on Students

UNT NSSE selected peers
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Growing as a Research University
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Faculty in the iARTA research cluster debuted NoiseFold, an interactive media ensemble, in October with guest artist Cory Metcalf in UNT’s 
Merrill Ellis Intermedia Theater.
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Growing as a Research University



15annualreport.unt.edu



16 UNT President’s Annual Report 2010 | Growing as a Research University

Growing as a Research University



17annualreport.unt.edu



18 UNT President’s Annual Report 2010 | Expanding Campus

With more than 2,500 aquatic tanks and 24,000 square feet of labs, the Life Sciences Complex, UNT’s new world-class facility, significantly 
expands research and learning.

E x pa n d i n g  C a m p u s

To become a university of tomorrow, UNT is transforming its environment from the inside out. The University has 
created new facilities, renovated its existing space and boosted its computational power to give faculty and students the 
latest tools to carry out innovative research, art and scholarship.

UNT’s progress can be seen and felt throughout campus. The new $2.2 million Talon High-Performance Computing  
System has broadened UNT’s reach in computation-based research and given faculty a competitive edge. The new  
Life Sciences Complex, which features some of the finest aquatic and plant research facilities in the nation, has become  
a new hub for groundbreaking research. As a transformed performance space, the Paul Voertman Concert Hall  
reopened in fall 2010 with an inaugural concert sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts, celebrating 300 
years of American Chamber Music. And UNT began construction on a $6 million Nanofabrication Analysis and 
Research Facility that will be one of the most advanced university laboratories for materials synthesis and analysis and 
micro/nano device fabrication.
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UNT added 65,548 newly constructed square feet of space in 2010 and created 24,303 square feet of research labs 
and support space through renovations.

By 2011, several more of the University's new major facilities will open, adding an additional 777,412 square feet of space. 
Some of the new spaces and major facilities set to open in 2011 include the new stadium at Mean Green Village and 
the Business Leadership Building. By August 2011, UNT will have an additional 36,081 square feet of research and 
laboratory space and 24 more classrooms to transform the learning and research environment for students and faculty.

THECB Space 
Projection Model
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Above left: The 180,000-square-foot Business Leadership Building is slated to open in summer 2011. Right: With a brand new football 
stadium opening in 2011, UNT Athletics will have 12 of its 16 intercollegiate athletic teams practicing and playing in facilities that have been 
built in the last decade.
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The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
model predicts the educational and general space and 
institution needs for teaching, research and public 
service. The model is based on an institution’s levels 
of instruction, student enrollment, number of faculty 
and staff, current fund and research expenditures, 
and clinical space. Auxiliary space is not included.
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Supporting the Future

Alumni giving at UNT supports scholarships, enriches programs and fosters new and better environments for  
learning and campus engagement — helping to make UNT a place where doing is as important as dreaming.  
With a community of alumni and friends that is growing every day, the UNT family is constantly evolving.  
As UNT alumni make their mark on the world, more are finding ways to leave a lasting imprint on the University 
and the generations of students who have come after them. 

27% increase in number of people giving to UNT since 2005
39% increase in total commitments since 2005

UNT is the largest, most comprehensive university in Dallas-Fort Worth. 
Nearly 93,000 UNT graduates work in Dallas-Fort Worth. 

UNT alumni’s spending boosts the North Texas region by more than $10 billion each year.  
The Dallas-Fort Worth area is the nation’s sixth-largest economy and the fourth-largest 
metropolitan area.

powering the economy and work force

Since its founding in 1890 as a teacher’s training school, UNT has been a university that fuels knowledge and drives  
the economy. Now one of the biggest, most comprehensive universities in Texas, UNT stands out because of its talented 
graduates who support, lead and start businesses large and small and can be found in every industry. As a burgeoning  
research university, UNT shapes the world through research and scholarship.

 The University gives students a strong academic foundation and hands-on experience for the jobs that the global 
economy demands. Offering programs covering many of the fastest-growing, high-wage jobs, UNT is committed to 
evolving its programs so students have the latest knowledge and skills. 

Armed with the knowledge to act, UNT graduates contribute every day to the social and economic well-being of the 
North Texas region, the state and the nation. 

alumni giving back to UNT

UNT’s Murphy Center for Entrepreneurship is a leading 
place for entrepreneurial education, offering resources, 
and holding events and competitions such as the New 
Venture Creation Contest to spur ideas and ventures. 
The center connects students and the business  
community with well-known figures and business  
leaders through its annual leadership luncheon.  
In 2010, sportswriter, commentator and author Frank 
Deford (left) was the keynote speaker at the ninth  
annual luncheon.

Murphy Center for Entrepreneurship
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First five graduates of Teach North Texas earned  
their degrees in December 2010.

students are on track to earn their degrees and teacher certifications through Teach North 
Texas, a program that is helping to increase the number of qualified math and science 
teachers. After only two years, the TNT program surpassed its five-year goal because of 
strong enrollment in the first phases of the program.

In 2010, UNT graduated its 1st 
student in aviation logistics, the first 
four-year aviation logistics program at 
a Texas university and one of only two 
such programs in the nation.  

UNT offers programs covering seven of the 10 fastest-growing, high-wage jobs in North Texas  
counties, which are among the fastest-growing counties in the nation.

Because of the new Technology Incubator program established in 2010, more companies are launching their 
businesses at the University’s nearly 290-acre research park, Discovery Park. The incubators marry the best  
of research and technology, allowing entrepreneurs to tap into the research expertise and innovation  
of faculty and students.

meeting industry demands

New start-ups at Discovery Park in 2010

students a year take the teaching exam for teacher education. UNT consistently ranks 
first in the state for the number of students taking the state teaching certification 
exam, and on average 98 percent of those who take the test pass.

sustaining a legacy
More than  

1,000
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UNT excels at doing more with less. The University’s state funding per student is among the lowest of its state peers  
even though UNT serves the fourth-largest student population in Texas — more than 36,000 students. Despite this  
funding lag, UNT is a leader in enrolling and graduating students, ranking first in the state for the increased  
number of degrees awarded. 

UNT has become a leader by balancing value with fiscal responsibility, all the while ensuring students receive  
a top-quality education.

Managing Finances Responsibly
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Fiscal Responsibility

State of Texas 

Tuition & Fees 

Federal, State & 
Private Grants & 
Contracts 

Endowment & 
Interest 

Sales, Services 
& Other 

Auxiliary
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Changing Lives and Communities
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As one of Texas’ most comprehensive 
universities, UNT makes room for artists, 
engineers, teachers and everything in 
between. Taught by faculty who push 
boundaries, UNT students are instilled 
with the passion to discover and the 
knowledge to act.

UNT graduates become the educators, 
leaders, entrepreneurs, innovators, 
scientists and artists who bring new ideas 
to light. With vision and purpose, they 
blaze new trails and make their 
communities stronger. UNT graduates 
can be found all over the world, powering 
the economy, sustaining the work force 
and shaping the future. 

A UNT degree takes them anywhere 
they want to go. UNT graduates make 
a difference. They make an impact. 

UNT graduates change the world.
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Th roughout its 120-year history, 
the University of North Texas has been 
constantly evolving and growing to 
become one of the best universities in 
Texas. Th e University’s success comes 
from its entrepreneurial spirit and focus 
on helping students change their lives and 
communities. As the nation’s 33rd-largest 
university, UNT has set a course to become 
a leading public research university, where 
pushing the boundaries of a student’s 
knowledge is as important as probing 
for new insights through research. 
Innovation runs deep at UNT, and 
the best is yet to come.


