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As a senior in UNT’s mechanical and energy engineering  
program, Andrew Hernandez has been taught to look at  
technology and think, “How can I make it better and  
more efficient?” 

For his senior design capstone class, Hernandez is part of a 
student team developing a solar-powered generator that more 
efficiently converts sunlight to electricity. And as an intern at 
Dallas-based Lennox, a leading provider of high-efficiency 
heating and cooling systems, Hernandez is part of a team 
working to make commercial rooftop systems more efficient.

Hernandez is flourishing because of UNT’s innovative  
approach to mechanical and energy engineering. The program 
is a pacesetter for research to develop green technologies, 
products and standards and is another way that UNT is a  
leading green university. In just 10 years, the College of  
Engineering has grown rapidly to more than 2,600 students 
and has attracted distinguished faculty to its innovative  
programs.

By making technology sustainable, Hernandez is on the  
path to helping save our planet.

“�UNT faculty pushed me to 
think outside the box.”

					     				                 — �Andrew Hernandez 
Future engineer

7: Seven UNT students have been named National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellows, 
including two from UNT’s College of Engineering.

FIRST: UNT is ranked No.1 in Texas by the 
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education and has been named a Green 
College by The Princeton Review for two years.

ONLY: The new Zero Energy Laboratory is a 
unique experimental facility that is the only one of 
its kind in the U.S. where students and faculty 
have the tools to study the next generation of 
sustainable buildings and renewable energy 
technologies.

UNT’s College of Engineering has a large 
collection of computational and experimen-
tal researchers and the only such group in 
the state working on advanced structural 
materials. 
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At the University of North Texas, 
we fuel our students through 
knowledge and opportunity. We 
power the region and the state 
through education, making UNT 
the catalyst for discovery and  
innovation since 1890. 

to download a pdf, read online or VIEW on a  
mobile device, visit annualreport.unt.edu.

“�UNT is a green giant. Green because 
we transform the light of knowledge 
into the energy of problem solving 
and creativity. Giant because we 
serve thousands of students and  
millions of people in our region, 
state, nation and world. To achieve 
greatness, we must imagine all that 
we can be tomorrow and build on all 
that we are today.” 

	 — UNT President V. Lane Rawlins
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As a high school valedictorian, Victoria Garcia had her pick  
of colleges. She chose UNT to study computer science and  
engineering, along with physics, to fulfill her dream of  
exploring black holes for NASA. Her merit scholarships are  
the reward for her hard work and academic excellence.   

At UNT, Garcia has found the ideal stepping stone to a great 
future. She has embraced the intellectual challenge and 
camaraderie of being a student in UNT’s Honors College and 
playing trumpet in the nationally recognized Green Brigade 
Marching Band.

She is one of many talented students in UNT’s freshman class, 
which continues to grow in size and quality every year —  
attracting the best and brightest. Garcia knows what a good 
education can do and the commitment it takes to reach her 
goals. Her mom earned a degree in chemistry and biology 
while raising three children. 

Fueled by the rigor and support of UNT, Garcia is shooting  
for the stars. 

“�It’s awesome to be at the top 
of my high school class and to  
attend a prestigious college  
like UNT.”

					     						      — �Victoria Garcia  
Honors College student

TOP QUARTER: Half of UNT’s 
entering freshmen are from the top quarter  
of their class.

LARGEST: With nearly 1,650  
students, UNT’s Honors College is the  
largest in the North Texas region.

BEST: The choice of 36,000 students, 
UNT has been named a Best in the West 
college by The Princeton Review for five 
years, based on offering excellent academic 
programs and campus experiences.

The average SAT score of an entering 
freshman in Fall 2012 was 1105, higher than 
the Texas average of 973 and the national 
average of 1010.
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Richard A. Dixon imagines a world without gasoline or  
Alzheimer’s disease — all thanks to plants. 

The Distinguished Research Professor of biological sciences  
is using metabolic engineering of plants to produce chemicals 
that could create biofuels and treat human diseases. By 
modifying the composition of plant cell walls, he hopes to 
develop lignocellulosic biomass for conversion to effective, 
carbon-neutral biofuels. He also is investigating the potential 
of chemicals derived from grape seeds to prevent the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Dixon, formerly the longtime director of the Plant Biology  
Division at the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, is a  
world-renowned plant sciences specialist who collaborates 
with prominent scientists around the world. 

Now an integral member of UNT’s Signaling Mechanisms in 
Plants research cluster, Dixon is one of many distinguished 
researchers and scholars at UNT working on breakthroughs 
for a better life and world.

“�UNT is one of the few places 
in the world with the faculty 
expertise and specialized  
laboratories enabling me to 
pursue groundbreaking plant 
science research.”

									         — �Richard A. Dixon  
National Academy of Sciences member

1,000+: UNT has more than 1,000 
talented faculty members, many of whom 
are recognized experts in their fields and 
have earned such honors as the National 
Science Foundation CAREER award,  
Fulbright scholarships, Guggenheim  
fellowships, and Grammy, Pulitzer and 
Emmy nominations.

23: To date, UNT’s collaborative research 
clusters have attracted 23 new faculty 
members, many of whom are at the top of 
their field. UNT has 15 research clusters 
that are dedicated to cross-disciplinary 
research generating breakthroughs in 
health, agriculture, renewable products and 
other areas. 

UNT has two members of the National  
Academy of Engineering and one member  
of the National Academy of Sciences.
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Aïda Wondwessen’s legal prowess was obvious long before 
she graduated from law school. 

As a university student, Wondwessen earned the Department 
of Political Science’s Clovis C. Morrisson Award for being 
UNT’s Best Pre-Law Student. She also was chief justice  
of the Student Government Association Supreme Court.  
The combination of small classes with a strong research  
component and dedicated faculty mentors in UNT’s Honors 
College helped ensure she would go far.  

She thrived in the UNT community, in which students are 
united by a drive to succeed.      

Wondwessen, who earned her degree in political science in 
2007, was taught to dissect and master the complexities of 
legal systems, human nature and societal structures. The 
program houses and produces the world’s leading political 
science journal, American Political Science Review, and is the 
launching pad for leaders and thinkers. 

Wondwessen is an associate at Littler Mendelson, advising 
employers on employment law. 

“�I enjoyed both the big campus 
experience and small classes.  
I was at home at UNT.”

					     				    — �Aïda Wondwessen (’07)  
Attorney

academic center: UNT 
hosts the Castleberry Peace Institute, the 
only peace science research institute in the 
southern U.S.

TOP DEBATERS: UNT Debate 
is ranked as one of the world’s Top 100 
college debate programs by the Interna-
tional Debate Education Association, and 
for 28 years UNT Debate has qualified for 
the National Debate Tournament, the most 
prestigious college tournament of its kind.

BEST OF MANY 
WORLDS: Students at UNT benefit 
from a traditional college experience, 
a welcoming environment, nationally 
ranked and diverse programs for many 
career choices, dedicated teachers and 
mentors and a commitment to excellence 
— all at an affordable cost.

UNT’s political science program is one of 
the nation’s two NSF Research Experience 
for Undergraduates political science  
programs.
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Growing up with a sick father, Jodi Philbrick spent so much 
time in hospitals she thought she would become a doctor. 

Then she found another way to help those navigating the 
complexities of healthcare. Philbrick, who earned her Ph.D. 
in information science in UNT’s nationally recognized health 
informatics program, is part of a field making healthcare  
information more transparent and accessible. And she’s one of 
the record number of UNT doctoral students who will become 
the next generation of scholars and researchers.  

Health informatics involves helping healthcare professionals 
create information systems and access better resources  
as well as teaching consumers how to find and evaluate 
legitimate, high-quality healthcare information. 

To Philbrick, the work is fundamental because health touches 
everyone and information is critical to getting well and  
staying well. 

As a member of the board of directors for the Medical Library 
Association and president-elect of its South Central chapter, 
Philbrick is an emerging leader in the field. She is teaching 
the next generation of health informatics professionals how to 
balance sound information science and technology with good 
communication and compassion.

“�UNT’s health informatics  
program is one of the best, 
and the faculty members  
are outstanding.”

				     	           — �Jodi Philbrick (’01 M.S., ’12 Ph.D.)  
Health informatics leader

FIRST: UNT’s school library certifica-
tion program is the first in the U.S. offered 
completely online.

220+: UNT awards more than 220 
doctoral degrees annually, making it one 
of the state’s top universities for doctoral 
education, and enrolled its largest class in 
Fall 2012 with 1,823 doctoral students.

LIBRARIES LEADER: The 
UNT Libraries house collections of more 
than 6 million cataloged items and rank 
among the Top 50 world repositories. 
UNT’s nationally recognized digital library 
program includes the Portal to Texas 
History, which the National Endowment 
for the Humanities named as one of the 
best online resources for education in the 
humanities.

U.S. News & World Report ranks UNT’s  
library and information sciences graduate 
program 21st nationally, its health  
librarianship — or health informatics — 
graduate program sixth nationally and  
its school library media graduate program 
eighth nationally.

TOP 25:

PR
ES

ID
EN

T’
S 

AN
N

UA
L 

RE
PO

RT
10

To
p-

ranked





 Progra





m
s



For a virtuoso with notable awards, Seula Lee started playing 
the violin late — at 10 years old — after moving to the U.S. 
from Korea. What she’s lacked in time, she’s made up for in 
passion and dedication. 

The senior music performance student practices up to 10 
hours a day, with some days stretching from morning to night. 

That dedication has translated into numerous achievements, 
including winning the 2013 Coeur d’Alene National Young  
Artists Competition, the 2012-13 Sheila & Werner Harms 
Young Artist Competition and UNT’s annual concerto  
competition in 2013. Lee, who has earned UNT’s Brusilow 
and Voertman scholarships, is a co-concertmaster of the UNT 
Symphony Orchestra and a violinist for the UNT Center for 
Chamber Music Studies Piano Trio. She is one of many  
students benefiting from UNT’s legacy of excellence in  
music and the arts. 

At UNT, she’s learned how to make the music speak to the  
audience through the emotion she pours into the notes, 
guided by Philip Lewis and other acclaimed violinists who  
are helping to shape her musical greatness.

“�I have a great mentor who 
taught me to express myself 
through music and not just 
get every note perfect.”

					     						        — �Seula Lee   
Violin virtuoso

1,000+: UNT’s College of Music,  
one of the nation’s largest and finest 
comprehensive music schools, presents 
more concerts than any other organization 
in Texas with more than 1,000 concerts  
and performances annually.

LEADER: UNT’s College of Visual 
Arts and Design produces at least half  
of the state’s university-certified art edu-
cators each year, and U.S. News & World 
Report ranks the college 62nd nationally 
among top graduate schools for fine arts.

FIRST: UNT’s College of Visual Arts 
and Design offers the first and only Ph.D. 
program in art education in Texas and 
some of the largest and highest rated 
art and design programs in the southern 
United States.

UNT has one of the nation’s best music  
colleges and an internationally respected 
jazz program that was the first jazz  
studies program in the U.S.
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“�UNT has a mentoring culture 
that supports soldiers like me 
and our success.”

									                — �Sgt. Steven Davidson  
2012 Soldier of the Year

Sgt. Steven Davidson just finished his freshman year at 
UNT, and he’s already achieved more in life than most 
his age.  

The anthropology major was named the Army Times 
Soldier of the Year in 2012. The award recognizes  
individuals who are nominated for their outstanding 
work on the job and in their communities demonstrating 
pride, dedication and courage beyond what is normally  
expected.

Davidson, who served three years in the Army, was cited 
for saving a fellow soldier suffering from heat stroke  
after a grueling 10-day desert survival and warfare 
course in 120-degree heat in East Africa. The award also 
took into account the difference he made as a mentor to 
young children before joining the Army. 

In addition to his studies, Davidson, who now serves in 
the U.S. Army Reserve, mentors high school students 
and is an anti-bullying speaker. UNT’s military-friendly 
culture helps him thrive academically and emotionally, 
giving the hero his due and helping him pay it forward.  

2,500+: More than 2,500 members 
of the military community and their families 
attend UNT.

FIRST: UNT offered the first graduate 
applied anthropology program in the U.S.  
taught completely online.

SERVICE: UNT’s Center for  
Leadership and Service helps develop  
students as leaders who make an impact 
in the community and engages nearly 
10,000 students each year in community 
service projects.

UNT has been named a top Military Friendly 
School by G.I. Jobs and a Best for Vets 
School by Military Times EDGE.

BEST:
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Gia Schneider, who graduated from UNT’s Texas Academy of 
Mathematics and Science in 1995, uses her education to save 
the Earth’s resources one drop at a time.

She and her brother, 1998 TAMS graduate Abe Schneider,  
co-founded San Francisco-based Natel Energy and developed  
a patented low-cost, low-impact system that generates 
electricity from waterways, irrigation canals and nonpowered 
dams. This “low head” infrastructure can produce enough 
electricity to power more than 100,000 homes while having  
a minimal impact on aquatic life and the environment. 

What the Schneiders, both graduates of Massachusetts  
Institute of Technology, learned at TAMS shows up in their 
work. TAMS enables highly talented high school students to 
attend college courses while earning their high school  
diplomas. It’s an important pipeline for STEM education,  
nurturing the next generation of innovators, and is one of  
the many ways that UNT advances science, engineering  
and technology. 

Using research and technology, Gia and Abe Schneider are 
producing renewable energy for a better environment. 

“�TAMS exposed me to the  
power of combining the  
applied scientific process,  
engineering design and  
independent thinking.”

								          �— �Gia Schneider (’95 TAMS)  
Renewable energy entrepreneur

85%: About 85 percent of TAMS stu-
dents earn undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in STEM fields. TAMS graduates 
end up as doctors, engineers, scientists, 
researchers and more.

TOP: UNT is among a small number 
of universities with at least 50 Barry M. 
Goldwater Scholars and was one of the 
top schools in the nation with students 
honored in the Siemens competition for 
math, science and technology in 2012.

PREMIER RESEARCH:  
With distinguished researchers who are 
recognized experts in their field, UNT is 
fast becoming one of the nation’s preemi-
nent research hubs in areas such as plant 
science and renewable energy technologies 
and products. These strides in science, 
engineering and technology are driving 
UNT’s momentum. The university’s feder-
ally reported research expenditures rose 
49 percent from FY 2010 to $46.9 million 
in FY 2012.

UNT’s Texas Academy of Mathematics and 
Science was the nation’s first accelerated 
residential program in which talented 
students complete their first two years of 
college while earning their high school  
diplomas. its enrollment is almost equal 
parts male and female students.
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Linebacker Zach Orr puts his all into everything he does. 

His dedication earned him recognition as the Mean Green’s 
defensive MVP for his career-high number of tackles and his 
leadership on the field. 
 
It’s also made him a champion in the classroom. The  
kinesiology major excels academically, relying on discipline 
to balance football and homework. And he takes advantage of 
the role models around him — coaches, teachers, advisors — 
to learn life lessons while expanding his book smarts. 

He understands that it takes both talent and hard work to 
get to the next level, and he relies on UNT’s vast and varied 
network of support to maintain his edge. 

Orr plans to be the same kind of role model when he becomes 
a teacher and football coach. With such a strong foundation, 
success comes naturally to the Mean Green standout.

“�There are a lot of resources at 
UNT to help you be your best. 
Here, everybody is family and 
you get a great education.”

											           — �Zach Orr  
Linebacker, future teacher

CHAMPS: The Mean Green women’s 
soccer, tennis and outdoor track teams and 
the men’s golf team won 2011-12 Sun Belt 
Conference championships.

TOP 2: UNT consistently ranks among 
the Top 2 universities in the state for  
students taking the state teaching certifi-
cation exam, with an average 97 percent 
pass rate. More than 1,100 students are 
certified as teachers each year, with about 
150 of those with bilingual/ESL certification.

13: U.S. News & World Report ranks 
UNT’s online graduate education program 
13th nationally.

UNT’s Division I athletics programs, academic 
performance and outstanding facilities, 
which include the first-of-its-kind green  
Apogee Stadium, helped the Mean Green move 
to Conference USA in fall 2013.
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Brian Heldebrandt was among the first students to study 
logistics and supply chain management at UNT. Sixteen years 
after graduating, he is a regional manager for supply chain 
operations at Verizon, making sure the company moves its 
goods quickly, efficiently and sustainably. 

He would not be where he is today if his mentor, Jeff Sager, 
marketing and logistics department chair, hadn’t encouraged 
him to take an internship. That opportunity, coupled with 
strong mentoring, launched his career. Like so many students 
at UNT, Heldebrandt excelled because of an education that 
combines academic excellence with hands-on experience  
and faculty expertise. 

The logistics and supply chain management program is  
one of the nation’s top logistics programs, with an unrivaled  
reputation and the nationally known Center for Logistics  
Education and Research. 

“�I owe my success to UNT’s  
logistics program. The hands-
on experience really prepared 
me for my career.”

					     			         — �Brian Heldebrandt (’97)  
Regional manager for Verizon

FIRST: UNT’s aviation logistics  
program is the first four-year aviation  
logistics program at a Texas public  
university and one of only two such  
programs in the nation.

TOP 25: UNT’s logistics program  
is ranked in the Top 25 supply chain 
programs in North America by Gartner 
Research, is a Lockheed Martin  
corporate program and has a 100 percent 
job placement rate for graduates.

ECONOMIC DRIVER: As 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area’s largest, most 
comprehensive university, UNT helps power 
the region’s workforce and economy,  
graduating 8,500 well-educated, highly 
qualified graduates and boosting  
economic activity in the region by $1.7 
billion each year. A CNN Money analysis 
ranks Denton County as one of the nation’s 
Top 10 best places to live for job potential, 
in part, because of UNT.

U.S. News & World Report ranks UNT’s online 
M.B.A. program 20th nationally. The online 
M.B.A. is ranked 12th as a best buy among  
distance programs by GetEducated.com.
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Retailers are wise to pay close attention to Sanjukta  
Pookulangara’s research. 

Her studies on behavior reaffirms data that consumers spend 
up to 30 to 60 percent more with retailers who offer them the 
same policies and prices whether they are shopping online or 
at the store than with retailers who offer one kind of shopping 
channel or who have different policies for each channel. 
“Omni-channel” retailing hinges on a seamless experience, 
where a customer can buy from a retailer’s website yet return 
the same item to its physical store. This convenience breeds 
loyalty and more spending. It’s a trend that Pookulangara, an 
assistant professor of merchandising and digital retailing, 
says is here to stay. 

Pookulangara is part of UNT’s leading digital retailing  
program, which is one of the few of its kind in the nation.  
The program’s researchers are documenting and defining  
the online shopping experience, which is leading the  
digital retail — or e-commerce — revolution.  

As educators, she and her peers are sharing their knowledge 
with the next generation, pushing them to seek new ideas  
and innovative approaches to the digital shopping experience.

“�Virtually every experience is 
turning digital, from shopping 
to banking to education. If  
you don’t understand digital 
trends, you’ll get left behind.”

					     		           — �Sanjukta Pookulangara (’03 M.S.)  
Digital retailing expert

PACESETTER: This year,  
UNT launched the Global Digital 
Retailing Research Center as the first 
center to focus on digital retail research. 
The center houses the Consumer 
Experiences in Digital Environments 
research cluster. Both are a hub for UNT 
researchers who work with industry and 
academic partners to analyze trends and 
consumer behavior while developing new 
technologies.

INDUSTRY INSIGHT: With 
its focus on real-world experience, UNT 
attracts industry leaders and pioneers like 
Richard Last, senior director of the Global 
Digital Retailing Research Center who also 
directs UNT’s bachelor’s degree program in 
digital retailing. He is one of many industry 
leaders who bring business insight and 
expertise to UNT and its students.

The College of Merchandising, Hospitality 
and Tourism offered the nation’s first  
bachelor’s degree in digital retailing in  
the U.S. and the first master’s degree in  
merchandising taught completely online.
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Because Cynthia Izaguirre reaches millions of viewers as the 
co-anchor of WFAA’s News 8 Daybreak, Dallas-Fort Worth’s 
Emmy-award winning morning show, many think of her as a 
celebrity. 

But she is a journalist first. Every day she puts into practice 
the strong reporting and writing skills she learned in UNT’s 
Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism, where she 
was taught that success in the field comes from writing well 
and having an incredible work ethic. Izaguirre is one of many 
UNT graduates in the North Texas region and around the world 
who are leading the way in their chosen industry.  

After graduating in 1997, she worked as a reporter and anchor 
in Texas and New Mexico, breaking news and racking up 
awards. In an acclaimed series of reports, she exposed  
Albuquerque’s best and worst restaurants for food safety.  
She also landed an exclusive interview with then-President 
Bill Clinton in New Mexico. 

When Izaguirre returned to Dallas in 2008 — as a seasoned 
journalist reporting on her hometown in one of the nation’s 
Top Five media markets — it was a perfect fit.

“�I’m really proud to be a UNT 
graduate and to be working 
in my hometown of Dallas. 
Dreams do come true.”

					     			            — �Cynthia Izaguirre (’97)  
Co-anchor of News 8 Daybreak

LITERARY MASTERS: 
The annual Mayborn Literary Nonfiction 
Conference is one of the nation’s premier 
writing conferences.

PULITZERS: UNT’s journalism 
program has produced several Pulitzer 
Prize winners, such as Leona Allen (’86), 
who won the prize while working at the 
Akron Beacon Journal, and the late Howard 
Swindle (’68), who led The Dallas Morning 
News to three Pulitzers.

ALUMNI NETWORK: 
UNT’s alumni network includes more 
than 350,000 members, with more than 
227,000 alumni who live in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area.

UNT offers the only accredited professional 
journalism master’s program in Texas and is 
one of only three Texas universities to offer 
a Ph.D. with a focus in creative writing.
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OPERATING AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
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Capital
Operating

$56.33

$3
74

.5
2

$4
35

.9
2

$4
74

.4
2

$3
50

.1
1

$29.98

$42.33

$74.32

$4
95

.5
1

$71.98

$5
19

.8
6

$79.10

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

$100

$200

$300

$400

$500

$600

TOTAL NET ASSETS

($ figures in millons)

Net Assets

$4
75

.6
7

$5
10

.9
2

$5
37

.0
4

$5
46

.3
9

$5
13

.2
9

$4
20

.0
2

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

$100

$200

$300

$400

$500

$600

200720062005200420032002 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

29.63% 31.42% 33.73% 37.88% 37.93% 39.50% 38.75% 38.59% 38.29% 37.46%

29.90% 28.96% 31.02% 28.30% 29.75% 29.49% 29.06% 29.25% 32.47% 33.34%

40.48% 39.63% 35.25% 33.84% 32.32% 31.01% 32.19% 32.16% 29.24% 29.20%

39.09%

39.29%

21.61%

KEY REVENUES AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL REVENUE

Tuition & Fees All Other State Support

State of Texas $136.41

Tuition & Fees $173.74

Federal, State, & Private 
Grants & Contracts $59.21

Endowment & Interest $13.04

Sales, Service & Other $21.46

Auxiliary $36.05

State of Texas $123.80

Tuition & Fees $223.92

Federal, State, & Private 
Grants & Contracts $127.38

Endowment & Interest $14.65

Sales, Service & Other $32.74

Auxiliary $50.32

OPERATING AND CAPITAL SOURCES

($ figures in millons)

2007 2012

2012
Instruction & 
Related Support $233.98
Research & Outreach
 

$20.19

Institutional Support
 

$25.78
Scholarships & Fellowships $33.62

Auxiliary Enterprises $32.98

Capital Outlay 

Instruction & 
Related Support 
Research & Outreach
 Institutional Support

Scholarships & Fellowships 

Auxiliary Enterprises 

Capital Outlay $59.89

OPERATING AND CAPITAL USES

($ figures in millons)

2007

$341.10

$34.03

 $28.27

$64.98

$45.04

$85.53

 Fiscal Responsibility
As one of the state’s top universities for graduating students, the University of North Texas uses its dollars wisely to give students 
opportunities and support to achieve their dreams and to fuel the economic, social and cultural vitality of the North Texas region, 
state and world.

Guided by a 20-year energy savings contract, UNT  
expectS to save about $3 million annually and is  
making more than 120 existing buildings on campus  
more energy efficient.

COST EFFICient: UNT is one  
of the state’s top degree producers per state  
dollar invested. The university ranks first among 
the state’s emerging research universities for  
bachelor’s degrees awarded and third for  
doctoral degrees awarded.

FUNDRAISING STRIDES:  
UNT’s comprehensive fundraising campaign,  
The light is green. The time is now. The Campaign 
for UNT, supports student success and faculty 
excellence. The campaign has raised 85 percent 
of its $200 million goal and is directing critical 
support to scholarships, student life programs, 
faculty positions, research and facilities.

4: UNT opened four LEED-certified green 
buildings — the Life Sciences Complex, the 
Business Leadership Building, Apogee Stadium 
and Highland Street Parking Garage — in  
two years.

$3 MILLION 
SAVED ANNUALLY: 
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For most, having a tough life means one filled with obstacles. 
But for David Van, it’s full of opportunities. He is the son of a 
single mom who is a Vietnamese immigrant, and at times he 
didn’t have healthcare. But that didn’t stop him from dreaming 
big. His childhood inspired him to go into medicine, with an 
eye on helping those who don’t have access to healthcare.

Van started his college journey as an Emerald Eagle Scholar. 
The program, which provides financial, academic and  
mentoring support for deserving students, enabled him to 
graduate from UNT with a bachelor’s degree in biology. The 
program is another way that UNT is giving students access to 
a college education and opportunities for a better life. 

He went on to earn his master’s degree in medical sciences 
from the UNT Health Science Center at Fort Worth. Now he is 
putting his passion for science to good use by continuing his 
studies there to become a physician. One day soon, he’ll be 
saving lives and making the world a healthier place. 

“�The Emerald Eagle Scholars 
program made my dreams a 
reality by allowing me to earn 
my college degree and enter 
medical school.”

					     					             — �David Van (’11)  
Future doctor

78%: About 78 percent of students 
receive financial aid and scholarships. 
UNT meets about 72 percent of a student’s 
financial aid needs.

$320 million+: UNT  
annually awards more than $320 million 
in financial aid, including more than $32 
million in scholarships.

BEST: UNT has been named one of 
America’s 100 Best College Buys® for 17 
consecutive years, a ranking based on 
having a high-achieving freshman class 
and affordable tuition.

Since its launch in 2007, the Emerald Eagle 
Scholars program has enabled more than 
300 students to earn a college degree 
from UNT.

300+:
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