
wYA

- 'f:~~ /S iiiHA[L""'ATI, 44 C 7N SK!

Vol. 1, No. 8 Austin, Texas November, 1979

1969-1979 BOARD CHAIRMAN

Simpsonho nored
at TRC luncheon

John D. Simpson, Jr. of Austin was honored at a
luncheon on October 26 for his leadership as Chairman
of the Board of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission

A from September 1, 1969 to August 31, 1979.
Simpson voluntarily resigned his chairmanship, after

guiding TRC through its first decade as an indepen-
dent agency, but will continue to serve as a member of
the Board until August 31, 1981.

Commissioner W. K. Harvey, Jr. welcomed approxi-
mately 100 guests to the Villa Capri luncheon. Vice
Chairman Marjorie Kastman of Lubbock expressed the
appreciation of board members for Simpson's 10 years
of gentlemanly, dedicated leadership.

Murray Watson of Waco presented Simpson with a
resolution from the Board which included an
expression of gratitude on behalf of the handicapped
of Texas. It was handsomely lettered and framed by
the TRC Employees Fund.

Dr. J. E. Miller of Dallas, outgoing member, and Jack
Dale, member from Houston, also participated in the
program..

Simpson paid tribute to others in his response.
"Let me acknowledge and express my gratitude to

the key people who have immeasurably contributed to
the success of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission's
work from 1969 to 1979," Simpson said. "These have
been 10 eventful years."

"Counting the 1969 Legislative Session which
authorized this Commission, we have experienced a
total of six Legislative Sessions. Our Senators and
Representatives have been supportive. I am grateful for
this fact.

"We have had three Governors: Governor Smith,
Governor Briscoe and Governor Clernents. Each has
been on the side of rehabilitation. I am grateful for
their positive backing.

"We have had a total of 12 Board members during
these 10 years, six of whom have rotated off for one
reason or another and six are now serving. All have
been dedicated to adopting a meaningful program,
setting policy and following through on behalf of the
handicapped citizens of Texas. It has been my privilege

(Continued on page 2)
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JOHN D. SIMPSON, JR., Chairman of the TRC Board from 1969 to
1979, proudly displays the resolution he was presented during a
luncheon In his honor on October 26. Guests at the head table in-
cluded Mr. Simpson's wife, Marye, and Commissioner W. K. Harvey,
Jr.

Governor appoints
McCulloug h,Race
Governor William P. Clements, Jr. has named
George H. McCullough, M.D., of Fort Worth as
chairman and appointed Anne Rinker Race,
M.D., of Dallas as a member of the Board of the
Texas Rehabilitation Commission.

Designated to succeed John D. Simpson, Jr.
of Austin as chairman, Dr. McCullough is also
reappointed for a six-year term to expire August
31, 1985. He was first selected by Governor
Clements early this summer to fill an unexpired
term on the Board.

Dr. Race is appointed, too, for a six-year term
which expires August 31, 1985. Director of
Medical Student Health with the University of
Texas Health Science Center in Dallas, she is
replacing Dr. J. E. Miller of Dallas, whose term
on the Board expired.

We welcome Dr. Race to the Commission in
her capacity as a member of the Board and look
forward to Dr. McCullough's leadership in his
new role as chairman.



Paperwork panel
analyzing reports
One of the Commission's newest committees is busy
with a VR assignment that hopefully should result in
many tasks being handled more easily, with less effort
by fewer people.

A principal charge is spelled out in its title, the
Committee for Reduction in Paperwork.

But the RIP group is looking at more than elim-
inating forms. It expects to improve reporting
throughout the rehabilitation process.

The purpose and function of this committee is to
analyze present requirements of the Commission, both
policy and forms, and to make recommendations
regarding the reduction of duplication and nonessential
information.

A statewide panel was selected on August 15, with
Jack Nash of LaMarque designated as chairman. Other
members are: Hardy Bell, Denton; Ken Bowen, Victoria;
Joe Kramberg, Houston; Joe Mosel, El Paso; Howard
Marnan, San Antonio; Richard Phelan, Delvin Sparks
and Milton Werner, Austin.

After its first gathering on September 13, the
committee met twice in October, made its initial report
to the Commissioner's Executive Committee on
November 12, and will convene again on December 6-7.

RIP could become a standing committee with no
less than quarterly meetings.

Regional directors have been asked to alert the
entire counseling staff of this effort and to encourage
the directing of any ideas and suggestions to Milton
Werner, Director of Planning and Technical Programs,
Central Office, Austin.

Personnel Director
J. M. (Mike) Mericle of Beaumont joined the Texas
Rehabilitation Commission staff, effective October 15,
as Director of Personnel.

Mericle comes to TRC from the Beaumont State
Center for Human Development, Texas Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation. He had served
as Personnel Officer there since March, 1975.

From 1971 to 1975, Mericle was employed as
merchandise buyer, then personnel manager and
administrative assistant for Gibson Products Company
of Beaumont. He also worked for Gibson from 1964 to
1971, part time and full time while in high school and
college, in positions ranging from cashier to assistant
store manager.

A native of Beaumont, Mericle graduated from
French High School and earned his BS Degree at
Lamar University. He was honorably discharged in 1978

A after service since 1971 in the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve.

Mericle is a past president of the Northwest
Beaumont Lions Club and a member of the American
Society for Personnel Administration. Mike and his
wife, Claudia Ann, have two children: Michael, 6; and
Ken, 3.
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SIMPSON HONORED
(Continued from page 1)

to be one of these members. I am grateful to the
others for being such loyal board members.

"We have had two Commissioners - Jess M. Irwin,
Jr. for almost nine years and W. K. (Bill) Harvey, Jr.
since Jess retired. These two men are unquestionably
committed to helping the handicapped help them-
selves. I am especially grateful to them. These men
have been our leaders.

"We have had a staff of deputies, assistants,
supervisors, counselors, lawyers, physicians and other
co-workers at all levels who have been diligent in
handling their front line assignments. These are the
people who actually see that the program works as
intended. I am deeply grateful for their fine service.

"Most important of all, we have handicapped
citizens, multitudes each month seeking help ...
determined to do whatever is necessary and possible
to improve their lives. I am grateful that they come our
way and I am truly grateful that our people have been
so effective in helping them.

"May nothing ever distract our focus on the client
and his or her needs. This is what rehabilitation is all
about.

"During the days ahead, may God's blessings
continue to shine down upon the work of the Texas
Rehabilitation Commission.

"Thank all of you for letting me share in this work."

Awards presented
Governor William P. Clements presented statewide
awards in Austin on October 5 to five individuals and
employers for outstanding contributions to the
rehabilitation and employment of handicapped
persons.

Saluted at the annual meeting of The Governor's
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped were:
William T. Williams of Houston, Governor's Citation for
Meritorious Service; Mary Judith Olsen of Amarillo,
Handicapped Person of the Year; Reese Air Force Base
and Devro, Inc. of Lubbock, Employers of the Year; and
Dr. John L. Perry of Houston, Physician of the Year.

During his address to some 400 persons attending
the awards luncheon, Governor Clements also (1)
signed a proclamation for Employ the Handicapped
Week in Texas, (2) issued an executive order estab-
lishing the Governor's Task Force on Handicapped
Citizens, and (3) announced the new position of
Administrative Assistant for Handicapped Affairs.

Created in 1949, the Texas Governor's Committee
was restructured last year so that an ongoing program
could be developed under the guidance of a 14-
member panel of citizens. Chaired by Sam D. Millsap
of San Antonio, the committee is supported by six staff
members of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission.

The annual meeting program featured reports by
Chairman Millsap, Executive Director Dora Huston and
subcommittee chairpersons regarding the work of the
committee and its efforts to support local Mayor's
Committees in all parts of the state.
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COMMISSIONER W. K. Harvey, Jr. underlines a point at the
September meeting of TRC's Consumer Consultation Committee.
Members shown, left to right, are: Helen Goodman, Administrative
Assistant to the Commissioner, Chairman Bob Blase of San Antonio,
and Becky Brandon of Temple.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS at the last CCC meeting in Austin included,
left to right, above: Trudy Putteet of Lubbock, Judge Bob Thomas of
Waco, Lex Frieden of Houston, 0. H. Howell of Dallas, and
Margaret Nosek of Austin. SHOWN BELOW, left to right, are: Jeff
Kaufman, TRC staff, Austin; Don Culwell of San Antonio, J. A.
Abermathy of El Paso, Dr. Shelly Liss of Houston, and Jane Butler
Woolsey of Fort Worth.
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CCC adds members,
two subcommittees
TRC's statewide Consumfler Consultation Committee
was increased by six members and two subcom-
mittees during its September 27-28 meeting in Austin.

The new CCC members are: Becky Brandon of
Temple, member of the Texas Planning Council for
Developmental Disabilities; Ray Dabney of Dallas,
executive director of the Caruth Rehabilitation Center
and current president of the Texas Rehabilitation
Association; D. H. Howell of Dallas, Office of Affairs of
the Handicapped, City of Dallas; Margaret Nosek of
Austin, director of the Austin Resource Center for
Independent Living; Trudy Putteet of Lubbock, Dean of
Students, Texas Tech University; and Bob Thomas of
Waco, County Judge of McLennan County.

A new Independent Living Subcommittee is chaired
by Lex Frieden of Houston and includes members
Becky Brandon of Temple, Earl Day of Houston, D. H.
Howell of Dallas, Sam Millsap of San Antonio,
Margaret Nosek of Austin, Trudy Putteet of Lubbock,
and Judge Bob Thomas of Waco.

Named to the new Facilities Subcommittee are Ray
Dabney of Dallas, chairman; Bob Blase of San Antonio,
Bob Dickson of Midland, Wyatt Hall of Austin, and
Shelly Liss, M.D., of Houston. An ex-officio member is
Ray Vaughn, Director of Facilities, Texas Rehabilitation
Commission.

Highlights of the meeting on Thursday afternoon and
Friday morning included comments by Commissioner
W. K. Harvey, Jr.; a report by Carol Whitcraft, Ph.D.,
Director of Research and Statistics, TRC: and a paper
by J. A. Abernathy of El Paso, former TRC supervisor,
on "The Emotional Turmoil of Persons with One or
More Disabilities."

The committee also reviewed the proposed Interim
Three-year State Plan for Independent Living and
received reports after separate meetings from each of
its subcommittees.

PARTICIPANTS In the two-day meeting of consumer consultants
included, clockwise: Steve Lane and Jerry Doyle, RSA, Dallas; Shirley
Price of Houston, Jan Castleberry (interpreter) of Austin, Trudy Putteet
of Lubbock, and Judge Bob Thomas of Waco.
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AROUND THE REGIONS

W acf .rWe have come full circle
By W. W. McFARLAND
Director, Region I!!

In vocational rehabilitation, doesn't
a knowledge of the past lend.
meaning to the present? Look
back...

The rehabilitation movement is
the oldest of all federal human
service programs. It was born
curing World War I for the purpose
of providing vocational readjust-
ment services to the civilian
workers (mostly longshoremen and
ship builders) who were injured
while serving the war effort. After
the armistice, the program con-
tinued because the need continued,
and because it had proven to be
financially sound.

In the early years, the program
was slow in spreading to the state
level. Texas passed enabling
legislation and began limited
participation in 1929.

The program's scope was
extremely limited then. It served the
orthopedically handicapped, for the
most part. The staff was small and
few were reached.

But during these times, the basic
operative philosophy of the program
was developed. These underlying
principles have remained un-
changed through the years. In spite
of tremendous pressures brought
on by one change after another . . .
guidance, training and placement
have remained as the keystones of
our program's operational format.

A new element was added in
1945 with a major change in the
medical area. It was now possible
for counselors to secure sophisti-
cated medical information and to
perform a wide range of restorative
procedures as an adjunct to the
rehabilitation process.

With the availability of medical
diagnostic procedures, such as the
electrocardiogram, the program
could serve those with so-called
hidden disabilities.

Medical diagnosis and physical
restoration, however, did not
change the counselor's basic
procedure. The man on the firing
line was still guided by the triad of
4

guidance, training and placement.
He simply had more tools to work
with.

There came a time in the history
of our program when available
federal funds were far greater than
could be matched by state funds. In
Texas, we met this circumstance by
the development of a new concept,
known as the "Third Party Agree-
ment."

This was adopted at the federal
level and provided our first
meaningful foray into the various
institutions. We established
programs in the state hospitals,
state schools, and the penal
system. This element was short
lived, but it did usher in an era of
great change.

Tumbling into the scene, one
after another, were programs for
alcoholics, drug addicts, public
offenders, and many others. These
were brought along to the tune of a
different drummer. It seemed as if
the old principles of eligibility and
feasibility were out the window. It
seemed as if the three basic
elements of the rehabilitation
process were meaningless. There
was an era of some confusion in
the field.

Gradually these programs have
been tested in the crucible of time.
Those that were worthy have
survived and those that could not
be shown to be productive have
vanished. The new programs have
been worked into the basic scheme
of things.

We have come full circle and we
now hear about modular training. In
final analysis, this is a "buzz word"
for a blending of the new and
worthwhile into the fabric of the old
and the tested. We are again
speaking of guidance, training and
placement.

Modular training, as seen from
the field, is a celebration of the
blending of the old and the new
into a familiar format. It re-empha-
sizes for the field that we don't
meet the future head on. We
overtake it and find that it is
dependent on the past for its
survival.

Longevity
eligibility
A sentence in the last issue of
NEWS & VIEWS reported, in
error, that state employees
become eligible for longevity
pay in the fiscal year after
they reach five-year anniver-
saries.

Actually, this additional pay
begins in the month immedi-
ately following the day an
employee has worked for five,
10, 15, 20 or 25 years.

CALEN DAR
NOVEMBER 12-14
AUSTIN-Training Officer Conference

NOVEMBER 12-15
DALLAS-Fundamentals of VR

Counseling

NOVEMBER 12-16
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA-Man-

agement Training, Administrators

NOVEMBER 19-20
AUSTIN-Civil Rights Training for RTOs

DECEMBER 3-7
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA-

Management Training, Supervisors

DECEMBER 6-7
GONZALES (Warm Springs Rehabilita-

tion Hospital) - Comprehensive
Rehabilitation of the Severely
Physically Disabled

DECEMBER 10-14
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA -

Management Training, Administrators

TRC NEWS & VIEWS is printed by
the Texas Rehabilitation commis-
sion for distribution to its
employees throughout the state.

Letters to the editor may be ad-
dressed to: Georgia Reeves, Texas
Rehabilitation Commission, 118
East Riverside Drive, Austin,
Texas 78704, (512) 447-0109


