
R1500. toTr'9

News

&Views
* Texas Rehabilitation Commission * A Human Energy Agency *

Volume 10, Number 8 August 1988

Suter Visits RSA Region VI
Sue Suter, commissioner of the

Rehabilitation Services
Administration, stopped in Dallas to
meet with state directors of
vocational rehabilitation in RSA
Region VI and to visit rehabilitation
program sites in the area.

Dallas, Region VI headquarters,
was one stop on Suter's scheduled
tour of 10 RSA regions nationwide.

Suter met with Region VI state
directors from New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana and
Texas.

Her purpose in this series of
meetings is to inform state directors
of her plans for RSA activities during
the coming year as well as to gather
information from them about their
priorities for the federal/state
program.

TRC Commissioner Max Arrell
accompanied Suter on her program
site visits which included the
Bachman Recreational Center, the
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TRC Commissioner Max Arrell (left) listens to a presentation during a luly 18 visit to
Multidimensional Support Services in Dallas by Rehabilitation Services Administration
Commissioner Sue Suter (right).

Multidimensional Support Services
(MSS) is a new Irving-based program
which has been successful in helping
school-age people with severe
developmental disabilities make the
transition from an educational setting
to a supported work setting.

"For most of these students,' says
Mark Marak, TRC counselor in the
Dallas Central Field Office, 'the only
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option after exiting school was to go
home and sit. No services were
available to them. "

Marak, counselor for the
Networking for Effective Transition
Services (NETS) project in Dallas,
says that 15 of the initial 18 people
referred to the MSS program have
gone to work at such places as fast

continued on page 4
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Legislative Update

* House and Senate conferees
agreed August 9 on the Regular
FY 1989 Appropriations Bill for
Rehabilitation and other
Education, Labor, and Health
and Human Services programs.
For Section 110 (basic state

Garza Steps Down
Cutberto Garza has resigned

his position on the TRC Board
effective July 31.

Garza, who served as
professor of the Department of
Pediatrics at the Baylor College
of Medicine in Houston,
recently accepted a position as
professor and director of the
Division of Nutritional Sciences
at Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York.

Although Garza spent a
relatively short time on the
Board (he was appointed in
1987), he played an important
role in some crucial Board
actions.

During the 69th Session of
the Legislature and subsequent
Special Session, when state
agency funding cuts were the
order of the day, Garza
supported significant increases
for much-needed services to
Texans with disabilities.

'We're sorry to see him go,''
says Commissioner Arrell. ''He
was tireless in his support for
innovative services to people
with disabilities and was a
great asset to this Board."

'I learned much during my
brief tenure on the Board,"
says Garza. ''Perhaps the most
important lesson was that the
term 'disabled' does not apply
to most of the people TRC
serves. 'Preferentially abled' is
a more appropriate term given
the strength, skills and hope
demonstrated by them."

grants), the higher Senate-
recommended version of the bill
was adopted at a funding level
of $1,450 million. The figure
represents a 5.1 percent increase
over current funding levels. The
Conference Committee
agreement must now be
approved by both the full House
and the full Senate before being
signed into law by the president.

" President Reagan named Texas
Tech University President Lauro
Cavazos to replace William
Bennett as secretary of
education. Bennett will leave the
federal post September 20. U.S.
Representative Albert
Bustamante (D-San Antonio) says

Cavazos' credentials for the
education post are "top rate."
Cavazos, a Texan born on the
King Ranch, is the first Hispanic
to be appointed to a Cabinet
position.

" The Senate passed by voice
vote, August 2, the Assistive
Technologies for Persons with
Disabilities Act, a bill which
would provide technology and
equipment to assist people of all
ages with disabilities in normal
activities of daily living. The bill
would offer financial help to
purchase assistive devices which
can increase quality of life for
people with disabilities.

TRC "Re-designated"
to Administer TPCDD

Governor Clements has announced that the Texas Rehabilitation Commission
will remain the designated state agency to provide administrative support to
the Texas Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities.

TPCDD is a 27-member, governor-appointed board dedicated to improving
the lives of nearly 270,000 Texans with developmental disabilities. The
Council's goal is to help people with developmental disabilities live and work
in integrated community settings.

The Council develops yearly recommendations for which model service
projects across the state will receive a portion of federal grant funds which
last year totalled more than $2.7 million in Texas. TRC awards funds to the
projects on behalf of the Council.

The Governor's decision to re-designate TRC to administer the Council was
in response to requirements of the Developmental Disabilities Act
Amendments of 1987.

Under the amendments, each state governor is required to decide whether
or not to designate state agencies to administer state planning council.
Decisions were based on public comment and an assessment of the best way
each state council could serve as an advocate for people with developmental
disabilities.

TRC has been the administering agency for TPCDD since January 1983.
''Governor Clements' recent decision was an expression of confidence in the

positive and productive nature of the relationship between TRC and the
Council, " says Roger Webb, TPCDD executive director.
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TRA Conference Attendance Up in Austin
The 1988 Joint Texas Rehabilitation Association/National

Rehabilitation Association Southwest Regional Conference
packed them in at Austin's Capitol Marriott Hotel in July.

This year's conference drew around 450 participants
from all over the state, about 75 registrants more than the
1987 conference. Increased participation seemed to
mirror the conference theme ''The Age of Redirection:
People, Policy and Technology,'' with renewed and
broader interest in TRA activities.

The theme was represented in a well-coordinated
schedule of informative and useful workshops presenting
innovative ways to assist people in dealing with their
disabilities and achieving a higher level of independence
in the community. This is the heart of the TRA mission.

One conference highlight was a panel discussion of
legislative issues affecting the rehabilitation profession.
Justin Dart. Jr., chairman of the congressional Task Force
on Rights and Empowerment of Americans with
Disabilities, sat on the panel along with Bob Brabham,
National Rehabilitation Association executive director: Jack
Duncan. NRA governmental affairs counsel: and Bill
Brownfield, NRA president-elect.

The annual conference attraction is the awards luncheon
which recognizes outstanding contributions to the
disabled community and the rehabilitation profession.

This year's division award winners are as follows:

Following is the list of TRA award winners:

Physician of the Year
Dr. W. Clinton Maxwell

Plano

Employer of the Year
Edward Brotman

Wang Laboratories
Irving

Research and Project
Demo Award
James Koerlin,

director
Biocybernetics Lab

Texas Tech University
Health Science Center

Extra Mile Award
Elaine Irons.

TRC counselor
Lubbock Field Office

Disabled Citizen of
the Year

Willie Welch
Wharton

Legislative Committee
Award

Jim Rudd
State Representative

Brownfield

Texas Association of
Rehabilitation Secretaries

Boss of the Year
Jim Wilson,

TRC admin director
Region III

TARS Service Award
Mary Sconci-Wolfe,

TRC admin technician
Austin South
Field Office

Texas Rehabilitation
Administrators Association

Giant Step Award
Marilyn Padgett,

TRC area manager
San Antonio East

Field Office

"TRA President Viola Lopez
special award during the July
kick off the conference. Justin

Vocational Evaluation &
Work Adjustment Association

Member of the Year
Rebecca B. Mulroy,

Center for
Rehab Studies,

Univ. of North Texas

Dallas Rehabilitation Institute

N-Emmy Award
Dr. Wayne S. Paullus,

neurosurgeon
Amarillo

President's Meritorious
Service Award

Mario Martinez,
TRC area manager

El Paso East
Field Office

presented an additional
10 President's Reception to
Dart. Jr., former

commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services
Administration, received the president's meritorious
service award for his commitment and courage in
advocating for the rights of citizens with disabilities.

Plans for the 1989 TRA conference in Fort Worth are
already underway. Look for details in upcoming issues of
the "News & Views."

Willie Welch of Wharton received the Texas Rehabilitation
Association Disabled Citizen of the Year Award for 1988. Named
to Who's Who Among American College Students for 1987
Welch organized and chaired the Wharton Mayor's Committee
for Disabled Persons. He currently attends Stephen F Austin
University where he is working toward a degree in social work
while minoring in rehabilitation.
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Dogs for the Deaf is a non-profit
organization which helps people who
are deaf lead safer, fuller lives with
canine companions. It rescues
unwanted dogs from shelters and
trains them for four to six months to
respond to smoke and fire alarms,
telephones or TTY, a baby crying,
oven buzzers, alarm clocks, prowlers
and other sounds. Dogs are trained
and delivered free throughout the
United States. For more information,
write or call Dogs for the Deaf,
13260 Highway 238, Jacksonville,
Oregon 97530, (503) 899-7177.

An important new book is opening
up national parks to people with
disabilities. Access America: An Atlas
and Guide to the National Parks for
Visitors with Disabilities provides
exhaustive information on 37 of the
largest and most popular national
parks and their facilities for people
with all kinds of disabilities from
,vision and hearing impairment to

,heart condition. The atlas gives
thorough descriptions of
accommodations, rating facilities'
degree of accessibility to wheelchair
users and even listing dialysis
centers. For more information on
Access America, write Northern
Cartographic, Dept. A, Box 133,
Burlington, Vermont 05402. Phone:
(802) 655-4321.

The Transitional Services Task
Force helps parents of children with
disabilities sort out available services
and resources while planning for
their childrens' transition from school
into the adult world. TSTF is
evaluating different transition models
and will be making recommenda-
tions to the next session of the Texas
Legislature. If you would like to
become involved with TSTF or
receive the newsletter, contact Mary
Faithfull, 7800 Shoal Creek Blvd.,
Austin, Texas 78757. Phone: (512)
454-1469.

The Texas Commission for the Deaf
has begun a new statewide program:
the Safety Communication Sticker
Program for Drivers who are Deaf or
Hearing Impaired. In this voluntary
program authorized by the
Legislature, drivers can purchase a
special sticker to display on their
vehicles to alert law enforcement or
emergency personnel that special
communication may be needed for
the driver. Application forms are
available at local councils for the
deaf, tax assessor/collector offices,
driver's license offices or from TCD.
For more information, contact Sherry
Lee, program specialist, Texas
Commission for the Deaf, P.O. Box
12904, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas
78711. Phone: (512) 469-9891.

Texas hasn't had a deathless day
on its highways in over a decade. As
Labor Day 1988 approaches, the
Texas Coalition for Safety Belts, co
the Texas Safety Association, reminds
us of its "One Deathless Day"
campaign aimed at stamping out
holiday highway fatalities in Texas.
Join with TCS and TSA during the
upcoming Labor Day holiday in
achieving their goal of one deathless
day on Texas streets and highways.

The beautiful San Antonio
Riverwalk has always been a
challenge to people with
disabilities-primarily because they
don't know how to get around on it.
The City of San Antonio Department
of Planning has addressed this
problem with a newly published map
called "Your Accessible Riverwalk."
The multi-colored map shows streets
surrounding the Riverwalk, elevator
and wheelchair ramp locations to
the walk, accessible paths and a
listing of wheelchair-accessible
restaurants and shops along the
Riverwalk. For your free single copy,
call the City of San Antonio
Handicapped Access Office at (512)
299-7243.

Chrysler Motors has established
the Physically Challenged Resource
Center to expand opportunities for
personal transportation to people
with disabilities. During the 1988
model year, Chrysler will provide a
cash allowance of up to $500 to
assist in reducing the cost of
adaptive driving aids and conversion
equipment installed in a new 1987
or 1988 Chrysler Motors car or
truck. They advise that interested
persons complete a driving
assessment and evaluation at a
rehabilitation center before finalizing
any purchase. For more information
concerning driver assessment and
education programs in your area,
contact the Chrysler Motors
Physically Challenged Resource
Center, P.O. Box 159, Detroit,
Michigan, 48288-0159; or call (800)
255-9877.

Suter Visits
continued from page 1

food restaurants, grocery stores and
one client is now working at a
kennel.

For Suter, an impressive aspect of
MSS is the excellent working
relationship among the state and
local agencies involved.

TRC through Marak works with the
Irving Independent School District
and the Grand Prairie Independent
School District in developing
referrals to the project.

John Luna, MSS project director,
and Ernesto Sanchez, project
coordinator, both from Dallas County
Mental Health and Mental
Retardation, prepare the clients for
work, match client skills with
appropriate jobs and coordinate
activities of some 25 job coaches.

Marak boasts that the 'neatest'
thing about MSS is the parents.
'They never conceived their sons
and daughters would go to work! To
see the looks on their faces when it
happens is incredible!"

TRC News & Views A
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Fair Shake
at Fairweather

A recent half-way house dedication
in Austin marked the expansion of
an on-going residential program
designed to get people with mental
illness off the streets, out of
institutions and back on the road to
productivity.

Harbor House, the ninth, and
largest, Fairweather Lodge
residential home in Austin, opened
its doors to eight persons with
mental illness March 26 in the
northeast part of the city.

The Austin Fairweather Lodges are
small groups, usually of five to six
Texas Rehabilitation Commission-
sponsored residents, who live
together and work full time at
janitorial contracts to become self-
supporting, responsible tax payers.

The Fairweather Lodge Program,
designed to train people with long-
term mental illness in community
living and vocational skills, is
modeled and named after a
prototype started by Dr. George
Fairweather almost 20 years ago in
New York.

Fairweather's prototype spawned
similar projects around the country.
The concept was repeated
throughout Texas, yet the Austin
program remains the largest in the
country.

The group living arrangement and
atmosphere of mutual support
offered by the Fairweather Lodge
Program gives residents just the help
they need to reduce their
requirements for hospitalization and
other social services.

All of the current Austin residents
either are now or have been TRC
clients whose rehabilitation plans are
built around Fairweather training
services.

The Commission has sponsored
almost 80 people in Fairweather
Lodge residential homes since the
program began in Austin 10 years
ago. Most of those people continue
to live in group homes, and many
have been ''closed" as successful
rehabilitations.

Central Office Guard Foils Parking Lot Masher
A series of parking lot incidents during June led TRC Central Office security staff to be
on the lookout for a bicycle-riding assailant who had repeatedly harassed Central
Office and Disability Determination female employees. Finally, on June 21 at 7:15 a.m.,
an alert guard, Michael Jackson, spotted the man lurking outside the building, caught
and handcuffed him and turned him over to the Austin Police Department. Jackson,
although no relation to his famous ''bad" namesake, is no less popular around the
Central Office for removing the month-long annoyance. For his deed, Jackson (left)
received a framed certificate of appreciation from Les Albrecht, deputy commissioner
for disability determination (right). Nice work, Michael!
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Following is a portion of a
special letter written to all TRC
employees by Joe Owens, executive
director of the Council of State
Administrators of Vocational
Rehabilitation. It was written after
Owens spoke at the regular, yearly
TRC staff meeting at the Texas
Rehabilitation Association
conference held this year in Austin
(see story page 2). Commissioner
Max Arrell gave Owens a plaque of
appreciation from the entire TRC
staff.

''I hope that you will forgive my
not being able to communicate with
each one of you to express my
sincere appreciation for the award
and remembrance which was given
to me at the State Staff Meeting this
week in Austin. Be assured that I am
fully aware that any benefit that the

work of the Council staff has had for
persons with disabilities has only
been due to the highly professional
and caring nature of each of you as
YOU deliver services daily to the
people who are eligible. Thank you
very much for your thoughtfulness
and kindness. I will never, ever
forget this and your valuable work in
Texas.'

TRC client Wendell Stokes wrote
a letter of thanks to Manny
Fontanez, counselor in the Houston
Field Office North. Here is a
portion of that letter:

"I just thought I'd take a few
moments to express my sincere
thanks for your help. You have
opened the door to a new start for
me-thanks.'

TRC News & Views
August 1988 5
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The following TRC employees
recently received press coverage for
Commission activities: David Cohen
and Alan Craig, both counselors in
the Baytown Field Office; Russell
Mahoney, counselor in the Beeville
Field Office; Henrietta Collier,
counselor in the Conroe Field Office;
Hector Flores, counselor in the Del
Rio Field Office; Steve Mayeux, TRC
Consumer Advisory Committee
member; Les Albrecht, deputy
commissioner for disability
determination.

Polly Walton, counselor in the
Beaumont Field Office, was recently
named chairperson on the Board of
the Texas School for the Deaf;

Charles W. Taylor, Jr. of The
Woodlands, Texas has been
appointed to the Texas Governor's
Committee for Disabled Persons.
Gary L. Adrian of Austin and
.Robert Frost of Keller were
reappointed to the Governor's
Committee.

MILESTONES
JULY 1988

Region I
15 years: Richard Benito

Region 11
10 years: Bobby E. Grant
20 years: Hardy E. Bell

10 years:
15 years:
20 years:

Region V
Roberto Meza
Ernestina L. Negrete
Alice Gomez
Javier Leal

News

TRC News & Views is published by the Texas
Rehabilitation Commission for distribution to its
employees and retirees throughout the state. in-
quiries may be addressed to Vernon Dement,
Public Information Office, Texas Rehabilitation
Commission, 118 E. Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas
78704; or telephone (512) 445-8249.
Vernon Dement .................... Editor
Susan Antoniewicz ............... Illustrator
Becky Nieto .................... Illustrator
Sue Durban .................... Illustrator
Printing Services ....... Typeset and Printing
Randy Jennings ................... Director
Kaye Beneke. .Assistant Deputy Commissioner

Region VI
25 years: Charlotte Sheppeard

10 years:
15 years:

DDD
Billie Jean Meadows
Pat Schieffer

Central Office
10 years: Rita Hall Clements

FJTranso
Elizabeth Davis, former

coordinator of Handicapped Services
for Tarrant County Junior College
South Campus, has been selected to
fill the TRC counselor position in the
Easter Seal Field Office in Fort
Worth effective July 20.

Jane Nichols, accountant in
Management Audit in the Central
Office, retired July 31 after 17 years
of service with TRC.
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