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PHEASANT HUNTING SEASON
PROSPECTS IMPROVING

AMARILLO -- Hunters should enjoy a good season for ring-necked pheasants

in the Texas Panhandle Dec 10-25, and long-term prospects for future

seasons appear even brighter, according to the Texas Parks and Wildlife

Department

Don Wilson, upland game program leader, said field surveys indicate the

presence of plenty of birds for the 1988 season "There was considerable

variation in our survey lines, but overall pheasant numbers appear to be

average or slightly above average," Wilson said

Pheasants may be on the upswing in the Panhandle's -rich agricultural

region because of a U S, Department of Agriculture program launched three

years ago The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a subsidy plan that

pays farmers for taking highly-erodible cropland out of production and

planting erosion-resistent vegetation instead of crops

"This program has created three million acres of additional habitat in

Texas which is used by pheasants and other wildlife for nesting and winter

cover," said Ron George, CRP coordinator for the department
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George said the CRP, which began in spring 1986, already has paid off in

increased pheasant nesting in some areas "Pheasant populations are

expected to at least double in much of the Texas High Plains pheasant range

during the next three to five years due to the Conservation Reserve

Program," George said

George pointed out that pheasants generally do well in farming regions,

supplementing their diet with corn, milo and other grains However, a lack

of nesting and escape cover is a major limiting factor in many areas where

"clean" farming leaves little acreage untilled

George added that studies by Texas Tech University researchers in the

Panhandle north of Lubbock indicate extensive usage of CRP lands by

pheasants during the 1988 nesting season

The bag limit in the Panhandle is two cock pheasants per day, four in

possession In coastal area counties having a pheasant season, season

dates are Oct 29-Feb 26, and the bag limit is three cocks per day, six in

possession
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TEXAS WILD TURKEY
FEDERATION DONATES FUNDS

AUSTIN -- The Texas Wild Turkey Federation has announced it will donate

$10,000 to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to use in the agency's

eastern turkey restoration program in East Texas
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The department was notified of the gift in a letter from Paul H Hanser,

president of the federation Hanser said the money can be used to cover

transportation costs for turkeys trapped in other states and brought to

Texas

The Texas Wild Turkey Federation is an affiliate of the National Wild

Turkey Federation The Texas chapter already has made significant

contributions to the eastern turkey program, according to Don Wilson,

turkey program leader for the department "They donated $25,000 in 1987,

which was used to obtain turkeys for stocking," he said In the past, the

federation has donated nets to trap turkeys, trailers to transport them and

a scanner to monitor birds fitted with radio transmitters

With the support of the Texas and National Wild Turkey Federations and

donations from forest products industries participating in the Type II

public hunting lands program, the department was able to import a record

398 eastern turkeys during the 1987-88 winter trapping season
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TYPE II PERMIT SALES BRISK
ACROSS STATE

AUSTIN -- The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has sold more than

33,500 of the $35 Type II permits that give hunters access to 670,000 acres

of land for hunting and camping

Officials said permit sales are on a pace to reach the expected sales

total of 43,500 permits for 1988 In addition, some 1,860 of the $10
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Limited Use Permits were sold as of this week These permits allow the

holder to enter and use Type II areas, but not to hunt or fish

Hunting regulations on Type II areas conform to those of the county in

which the area is located, with certain exceptions such as a bucks only

regulation

The department has expanded areas in which to camp, with the addition of

36 new designated camping areas, bringing the total number of camping areas

to 72 in East Texas

Type II permits may be purchased at 28 TPWD offices across the state

For further information, call toll-free 1-800-792-1112, ext 4505
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IMPROVEMENTS COMPLETED AT
DAVIS MOUNTAINS PARK

FORT DAVIS -- Davis Mountains State Park's roads and campsites have been

upgraded recently, according to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

officials Parking pads at 11 full-hookup campsites have been leveled and

resurfaced

Located in the Trans-Pecos mountain country, the park has shaded

campsites situated along usually dry Keesey Creek Some campsites offer

tent camping while others have electrical and sewage hookups and pull-

through drives Each has water, a table and grill
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Fall temperatures can be nippy in the high country, but daytime

temperatures are usually ideal for outdoor activities

Hikers can enjoy a 4 1/2-mile trail between the state park and Ft Davis

National Historic Site, but sections of the trail are rugged At the fort,

hikers can explore historic buildings and view living history programs

Bird watchers may sight the rare Montezuma quail in the state park, and

since the region lies in a major flyway, the fall bird migration season is

rich with opportunities to observe migratory species

A scenic 13-mile drive takes visitors to the world-renowned McDonald

Observatory where public viewing programs are scheduled every Tuesday and

Saturday A visitor center is open seven days a week

For those not wishing to rough it, Indian Lodge in the park offers guest

rooms, a heated swimming pool, a restaurant and several areas for viewing

the landscape and relaxing The older portion of the lodge was built by

the Civilian Conservation Corps in the southwestern pueblo style

The park is an hour's drive south of Interstate Highway 10 on State

Highway 118 For reservations and information, call Davis Mountains State

Park at (915) 426-3337, or Indian Lodge at (915) 426-3254
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BOOKLET ON MOURNING DOVES
OFFERED BY TPWD.

AUSTIN -- Sportsmen, landowners and others interested in learning more

about Texas' most popular gamebird can obtain a new booklet entitled

"Mourning Doves In Texas," from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

The free booklet was written by Ronnie R George, dove program leader

for the department It is written in non-technical language for the

layman, and deals with various aspects of mourning dove life history,

habitat needs and management suggestions

To obtain the booklet, write the Literature Section, TPWD, 4200 Smith

School Road, Austin, TX 78744
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AUSTIN: Here is the weekly fishing report as compiled by the Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department for Dec 1
CENTRAL

BASTROP Water clear, 68 degrees, 14 inches low; black bass slow;

crappie slow! catfish fair to 2 1/2 pounds on stink bait and perch

BELTON: Water clear, 78 degrees 5 feet low; black bass good to 4

pounds on white spinners in shallow water hybrid striper are fairly

good to 4 pounds on chrane Jigging Spoons in 20 feet of water no

full strings crappie good to 20 fish per string on minnows in 22

feet of water; white bass fair to 12 fish per string on Jigging

Spoons catfish good to 6 pounds on trotlines with dough bait. Few

Fishermen on the lake, some rain last week.
BROWNWOOD: Water clear. 4 feet below spillway black bass fair to 4

pounds on jigs and worms; striper slow; crappie fair to 15 fish per

string on minnows in 8 feet of water white bass slow catfish slow.
No rain.
BUCHANAN: Water clear, 69 degrees, 12 feet low; black bass are

fair to 3 pounds on Craw Worms and cranks; striper fair in the 5-

10 pound range on white and yellow jigs in 25-35 feet of water:

crappie good to 15 fish per string with few limits on minnows in 12-

18 feet of water, white bass fair to 15 fish per string on chrome

Model As; catfish good to 23 pounds on trotline baited with perch and
shad.
CANYON: Water clear 65 degrees, normal level; black bass good to

4 3/4 pounds on 6-inch motor oil or black curly tailed worms with

chartreuse tails; striper slow crappie good on minnows in 20 feet

of water around the mouth of the river, white bass good early

schooling around the river channels under the gulls with some limits

of 25 fish, whites bass also good after 5 p.m. in the back of the

coves catfish good to 6 pounds on shrimp and nightcrawlers; yellow
catfish slow
FAYETTE: Water clear 67 degrees 2 feet low; black bass to 6 pounds

on Rat-L-Traps and a few worms striper slow; crappie fair to 1 1/2

pounds on minnows; white bass slow; catf ish slow.

GIBBONS CREEK: Water slightly off color. 61 degrees. 2 feet low;

black bass slow to 9 1/4 pounds on dark worms the only keeper for

the week and this one was released; crappie fairly good to 2 pounds

to 10 fish per string; catfish are fairly good to 35 pounds on jug
lines,
LBJ Water clear in coves, 70 degrees, normal level black bass fair

to 2 pounds on brown jigs in 3-6 feet of water striper fair to 8

pounds on deep diving Rapalas; crappie good to 15 fish per string on

minnows; white bass fair to 20 fish per string on chrome Hot Spots;

catfish good to 6 pounds on stink bait shrimp and cut bait.

SOMERVILLE: Water clear: 3 1/2 feet low; black bass slow striper

slow; crappie fair to 15 fish per string on minnows and jigs; white

bass slow catfish fair to 4 pounds on rod and reel baited with

liver, a single blue catfish to 38 pounds on rod and reel baited
with live bait.
TRAVIS: Water clear 69 degrees 12 1/2 feet low; black bass good

in but few many keepers on spinners, small grubs and topwaters a

single 21 inch or 5 1/4 pound black bass caught white bass good late

at night on live minnows in 25-35 feet of water in the mouth of the

Pedernales and around Mountain View; crappie fair in 20 feet of water

in Pedernales River arm; striper slow; catfish slow

WACO: North and south ends murky, center clear, 58 degrees 2 feet

low; black bass fair to in the 2-3 pound range on jigs striper poor;

crappie fair in the 1-1 1/4 pound range in 12-16 feet of water with

both marinas reporting good catches; white bass fair to 12 fish per

string on slabs and trolling deep diving chrome cranks catfish
poor
WHITNEY Water clear 63 degrees, 10 feet below normal level;

largemouth bass fair to good in numbers to 5 pounds each on jigs and

pork frogs in the Bee Bluff area smallmouth bass slow to fair to.4

pounds on cranks striper good on live bait with a few limits to 17

1/4 pounds; crappie good on minnows and jigs with a few limits to 1

1/2 pounds per fish; white bass good on slabs under birds blue

catfish good on worms, minnows and bream to 25 pounds



NORTHEAST
ATHENS: Water clear. 58 degrees, 12 inches below spillway; black
bass good to 5 1/2 pounds on Jig and Pig, deep diving cranks and
worms in 8-10 feet of water: crappie good with plenty of limits on
minnows in 35 feet of water: white bass poor. a few catches to 12
fish per string to 12 pounds each on slabs and spoons and chrome Rat-
L-Traps; catfish slow.
CADDO Water clear 1 foot low; black bass fair to 3 pounds on dark
worms; hybrid striper slow; crappie fair on minnows in the river:
white bass slow; catfish slow
CYPRESS SPRINGS: Water clearing, some stained water, 60 degrees,
normal level black bass fairly good to 6, 2 pounds on dark worms,
jigs and craw worms in 14-16 feet of water crappie good with limits
in 25-3 5 feet of water on minnows; catfish excellent to 13 1/2 pounds
on minnows and dog food
FORK: Water clear, 64 degrees, lake full; black bass fair to 7
pounds on spinners; crappie good to 2 pounds on minnows with full
strings catfish slow to 4 pounds on rod and reel
LAKE 0 THE PINES Water clear in lake murky in upper end, 59
degrees 15 inches low; black bass fair to good to 5 pounds with
some limits on spinners and frogs. some smaller fish on cranks;
crappie fair above 259 bridge few fishermen out midweek.
LAVON: Water clear 60 degrees 7 feet low; black bass slow; crappie
good to 2 pounds with limits on minnows over baited holes and around
boat stalls; white bass slow: catfish good to 4 1/2 pounds under
boat houses and drifting shrimp
MARTIN CREEK Water clear 3 feet low; black bass good in number to
14 inches, no full strings; striper slow; crappie slow; white bass
slow; catfish fair in the 2-3 pound range.
MONTICELLO: Water off color 65 degrees, normal level black bass
good to 10 pounds, 5 3/4 ounces DB#3s and chartreuse Rat-L-Traps
in 3-15 feet of water; crappie slow; catfish are excellent to 9
pounds on Canadian Crawlers and shrimp around the hot water
discharge, some limits of 25 fish per string.
MOSS LAKE Water clear 63 degrees 2 feet low; black bass slow;
crappie fair to 10 fish per string on minnows in 15 feet of water:
white bass slow, catfish good to 7 pounds on chicken livers, shrimp
and natural baits
MURVAUL Water clear, 62 degrees, 2 inches above normal black
bass fair in the 3-4 1/2 pound range on worms and jigs; crappie
slow; channel catfish good to 5 pounds on trotlines baited with cut
shad and small bream.
NACOGDOCHES: Water clear. 68 degrees. 5 feet low; black bass good
to 9 .11 pounds on white spinners and willow leaf blades, crawfish
patterned Rat-L-Traps and gold Rogues; crappie good at night with
limits in 40 feet of water around the dam area catfish slow.
PALESTINE: Water clear, 2 1/2 feet low; black bass spotty to 6
pounds but not in good numbers on jig and pork; striper slow
crappie fair on minnows in deeper water, some in shallow water under
the sheds catfish have been fairly good but most are small
RAY HUBBARD: Water clear. 63 degrees 42 inches low; black bass
fairly good to 4 1/2 pounds on small 6-inch plum colored worms;
striper slow crappie fairly good to 25 fish per string to 1 pound,
11 ounces on minnows, white bass fairly good in the late afternoon
on Sassy Shad; catfish good on shrimp to 5 pounds
TAWAKONI Water clear 64 degrees, 2 feet low; black bass good to
5 pounds on cranks over the drop of fs and around the dam; str iper
fair to 9 pounds trolling white jig and worms; hybrid striper good;
white bass fair.
WELSH Water slightly off color, 72 degrees lake full black bass
slow to 6 1/2 pound from shoreline to 12 feet of water on green and
red metal flake worms, cranapple worms crappie slow- catfish fairly
good in 8 feet of water on trotline with live bream and frozen shad
in 6-8 feet of water. Bream good on worms all over the lake.

SOUTHEAST
CONROE: Water slightly off color. 64 degrees. 4 feet low; black bass
fair to 3 pounds but not many fishermen on plastic worms and cranks,
black or blue backed chrome Rat-L-Traps in 4-18 feet of water:
striper slow; crappie slow; white bass slow; catfish fair to 3 pounds
on nightcrawlers and prepared baits No ducks on lake
HOUSTON COUNTY' Water clear. 61 Degrees 2 feet low; black bass
good in 8 feet of water to 7 1/2 pounds with some full limits, many



undersized fish and slot sized fish, almost 3/4 of all bass are

released, on waterdogs Rat-L-Traps June Bugs and black worms;
crappie good with limits to 2 1/2 pound per fish on minnows left of
the marina in 14 feet of water catfish good to 8 pounds on rod and
reel with blood baits.
LIVINGSTON: Water clear 5 1/2 feet low black bass fairly good
to 6 pounds in shallow water on worms and white spinners; striper
are very good to 13 pounds with many in the 6-7 pound range in 25-30
feet of water on bream, some limits; crappie good to 20 fish per
string on minnows white bass are moving to the upper end of the lake
with some full strings catfish good to 85 pounds and a few in the
20-25 pound range on trotlines with live bait; channel catfish good
in the 2-5 pound range with limits.
RAYBURN Water clear with some muddy area, 70 degrees, 12 feet low;
black bass good around the edges of the hydrilla on swimming baits,
topwaters worms, and jigs, striper slow; crappie fair and
scattered; white bass fair with some schooling off points and in open
water catfish slow.
TOLEDO BEND: Water clear 4 feet low; black bass slow to 7 1/4 pounds
on dark worms few fishermen out; striper slow crappie fairly good
to 12 fish per string on minnows in 30 feet of water catfish slow on
trotline, Lake has been windy all week

SOUTH
AMISTAD Water clear. 71 degrees, 2-3 feet above normal level. black
bass fair in the 2-3 pound range in 10-15 feet of water on plastic
worms striper fair in smaller sizes large striper still slow;
crappie slow white bass good all over the lake under the birds on

slabs catfish good all over the lake best in 40-50 feet of water
off ledges and around baited holes
BRAUNIG Water clear. 74 degrees, normal level, black bass fairly
good in number on plastic worms but no keepers for the week; hybrid
striper fair on tilapia and chicken liver to 5 pounds; catfish good
to 3 1/2 pound average on chicken liver and shad, redfish slow.
CALAVERAS Water clear. 74 degrees normal level black bass good
to 7 pounds on DB#3 and dark worms striper slow; crappie slow;
channel catfish good to 4 pound average on shad chicken liver and
shrimp; blue catfish slow to 15 pounds on live bait; yellow catfish
slow to 26 pounds corvina good in 5-8 pound range on green grubs at
16 feet in the hot water area.
CHOKE: Water clear 2 feet low; black bass poor to fair to 10 pounds
Tuesday night on dark worms mostly bass are hitting slowly; striper
slow; crappie good with limits on minnow under 99 bridge; white bass

slow, catfish excellent in number on cheese bait with rod and reel
trotline fishing has improved since last week with a 55 pound blue
catfish landed
COTEIO CREEK Water clear. 74 degrees 2 1/2 feet low; black bass
fair to 4 pounds on worms in 4-10 feet of water striper fair but
mostly small in size around Dike No, 2 on spoons crappie slow, white
bass slow; catfish good at night to 4 pounds on trotlines in baited
hol es
FALCON: Water clear. 18 inches above conservation level; black bass
fishing is improving to 7 pounds, 13 ounces on topwaters in the
late afternoons worms and spinners also good; striper fairly good
around the state park on Knocker Spoons catfish good to 4 pounds
on frozen shrimp and sponge baits
MEDINA Water clear 7 feet low; black bass fair to 2 pounds on
artificials striper slow crappie slow, white bass slow; catfish
good to 54 pounds on trotline baited with live perch
TEXANA: Water slightly murky, 1 foot low; black bass good to 8 .07

pounds in the Navidad River on plastic crawfish, bass good to 3
pounds in the Jungle area on chrome Rat-L-Traps striper and white
bass slow; crappie very slow; blue catfish fair to 10 pounds on
trotline with live bait.

WE ST
BAYLOR Rapabi Store Closed until March 1
FORT PHANI'OM HILL Water fairly clear, 74 degrees, 8 feet low. black
bass gocd in the 14-18 inch range on topwaters in 10-12 feet of
water, crappie good to 20 fish per string, white bass good in number
to 20 fish per string on slabs catfish fair to 20 pounds on
trotline baited with shad and perch
GRANBURY Water stained, 2 feet low; black bass fair to 16 inches
on spinners striper fair to 9 pounds on Bomber A; crappie good



around the boat houses and around marinas on minnows; catfish fair

to 13 pounds on rod and reel with spinner bait,
HUBBARD CREEK Water clear 5 feet low; black bass fair in the 2-3

pound range on dark worms and topwaters striper fairly good in

the 6-9 pound range on shad and spoons and sane minnows; crappie
fairly good in Hubbard Creek in 8-10 feet of water on minnows with

some limits; white bass slow; catfish fairly good on trotline in the
9-22 pound range.
POSSUM KINGDOM: Water clear, 61 degrees 10 feet low; largemouth

bass fairly good to 9 pcunds on Jig and Pig, plastic worms and

cranks; smallmouth good to 5 1/4 pounds on cranks striper good to

7 pounds while slabbing for white bass some limits, crappie

improving white bass excellent while schooling catfish fairly

good to 6 pounds on trotline with live bait.
SPENCE: Water clear 60 degrees, 25 feet low black bass fairly

good to 5 1/2 pounds, a few limits on Pig and Jig; striper slow;

crappie improving to 1 1/2 pounds to 15 fish per string on minnows;

white bass are still schooling, with some under birds near the dam

on slabs; yellow catfish fair to 15 pounds on trotline and rod and
reel over baited holes.
TWIN BUTTES; Water clear: black bass fair to 5. 2 pounds on dark

worms; striper slow, crappie fairly good to 15 fish per string to 1

1/2 pounds each on minnows; catfish slow

WHITE RIVER: Water clear 53 degrees 5 feet low; black bass good

to 6 pounds on jigs and worms in 1 foot of water: crappie good in 17

feet of water on small minnows catfish fair in the 2-4 pound range

on live bait in fairly shallow water around the bank.
COASTAL

NORTH SABINE LAKE: Some redfish to 25 inches landed east of Sydnes

Island and south of Stewt 's Island on dead shrimp; flounder good

to 4 pounds. from 18-26 inches on mud minnows in the intake canal

and along the highway and near the mouth of the Sabine River and

Neches River a few drum and sheepshead; good numbers of sma11 shrimp

sold to go to Cow Bayou for bass and white perch fishing.

SOUTH SABINE LAKE: Many fishermen out over the Thanksgiving holiday,

limits of specks and reds both Thursday and Friday on Tony Accetta

No. 7 spoons; flounder fishing good in Madam Johnson s Bayou to 5

pounds on mud minnows; birds have been working early along the South

Levee wall by the rocks and also over the shell and oyster reefs;

fairly good numbers of large croaker to 2 1/2 pounds in the middle

of the lake on fresh dead shrimp; jetties producing large sheepshead

midweek, no trout at jetties; water is sandy midweek; live bait

shrimp available on the weekend only; mud minnows and fresh dead
shrimp available during the week

GALVESTON A few keeper redfish caught from the piers on cut mul let;

a few trout under the birds Tuesday around Green's Cut, few birds

working right now; waders were picking up trout and flounder around

San Luis Pass in the bays; a few sandtrout landed; a few flounder

around Seawolf Park; live bait shrimp available but not plentiful.
A few drum to 20 inches around Green's Cut

PALAC IOS Limits of trout in South and East Bay piers to 2 1/2 pounds

on trout rigs, a few redfish keepers. no limits; live bait shrimp

scarce. Good numbers of geese and teal, pintails and redheads in the
area
PORT OCONNOR: Heavy winds hit late Tuesday small craft advisories

early Wednesday good numbers of flounder to 7 3/4 pounds, most

around 3 pounds, on flounder boats at night with gigs, a few caught

on rod and reels; good numbers of small trout in the 14 to 22 inch

range ir deeper holes such as the Army Hole; some redf ish in the surf

in the 25-27 inch range Offshore fishing slow due to rough water.
Live bait plentiful at $8 50 per quart,

ROCKPORT Limits of redfish midweek around Hog Island Hole on touts,

spoons and live bait; good numbers of trout to 23 inches in Copano

Bay near the airport on TT28 and 808 MirrOlures good numbers of

flounder along the ship channel and the shrimp boat channel fran Port

A to Aransas Pass on red worms pink worms and live chubbies live

bait shrimp available but not plentiful
PORT ARANSAS: Good numbers of flounder to 5 1/2 pounds most in the

2-3 pound range on live shrimp and finger mullet when available in

the ship channels and in Lydia Ann Channel croaker plentiful in the

ship channel off piers redfish limits over last weekend with many

throwbacks on live shrimp and spoons in the flats and some off



jetties and Caldwell Pier- live bait shrimp available at $8 per
quart. Cold front hit at midnight Tuesday Caldwell Pier fishermen
were catching blacktip, sand and hammerhead shark to 3 1/2 feet just
before the front hits specks in fair numbers before front but most
were small drum good tc 45 inches over last weekend a few croakers
and whiting landed,
CORPUS CHRISTI Redf ish fairly slow and scattered, trout excellent
over the weekend in most areas of Corpus Christi Bay Laguna Madre
with many limits, many throwbacks, good numbers of butterf ly drum to
4 pcunds in Upper Laguna and in the Intracoastal Canal on live and
dead shrimp; few fishermen going to Landcut because of good fishing
in the Corpus Christi area live bait shrimp available but not
plentiful Oso Pier producing a few sandtrcut, especially over last
weekend; flounder fairly good in size and numbers live bait shrimp
plentif ul Bob Hall Pier fishermen caught good numbers of whiting,
croaker. a few pompano to 2 pounds Tuesdays some specks to 18 inches
at night when water is clear: some blacktip shark to 5 feet; norther
hit about 2 am. Wednesday; some bull redfish to 43 inches from the
end cf the pier in 18 feet of water
PORT MANSFIELD Some trout, flounder and redfish caught fishing a
little harder right now because of fronts. water rough, winds high
midweek; live bait shrimp available at $10 per quart
SOUTH PADRE: Good numbers of trout limits along the Intracoastal
from Marker 57 to Marker 29 on live shrimp; some good catches with
a few limits of redfish east of the flats around Three Islands;
flounder and cther fishing slow; offshore activities slow due to high
winds Live bait shrimp available at $10 per quart.
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