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"We don't need to do our vets a favor, just repay one, ' Garry Mauro.
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VLB Salutes Texas Veterans
The Texas Veterans Land Board is

sponsoring "A Salute to Texas Veter-
ans at the Astrodome" during a base-
ball game on Memorial Day Weekend.
The Astros play the St. Louis Cardi-
nals on Sunday, May 24, 1987, at 1:35
p.m.

"I remember when Memorial Day
weekend was a very patriotic time for
Texas families. That's why the board
is so pleased to have this opportunity
to salute our Texas Veterans at an
event the whole family can enjoy dur-
ing Memorial Day Weekend," said
Garry Mauro, Chairman of the Texas
Veterans Land Board.

Discounted tickets to the game are
available to all Veterans and their
families. Veterans should contact Vet-
eran or military organizations in their
area for tickets and/or information.

If a participating organization is not
located in the area, Texas Veterans
should send the ticket request form
on page three of this issue of the Veter-
ans Voice and a check payable to The
Houston Astros Baseball Assn. to the

Houston Astros. Tickets will then be
mailed to those requesting them.

All ticket requests to the Hous-
ton Astros Baseball Assn. must be
received by May 8, 1987. For more
information on discounted tickets
call toll-free 1-800-252-VETS.

Discounted tickets are available for
$6.50 and $4. The $6.50 seats are
located in the mezzanine and the $4
seats are in the upper boxes. Several
sections of seats are being held for
Texas Veterans in both areas.

"This is an excellent opportunity for
us to let all Texas Veterans, especially
those who haven't joined a Veterans'
organization, know about the out-
standing benefits available to them,"
Mauro said. "Texas has the best Veter-
ans programs in the U.S.A. and we
want our Texas Veterans to know
what benefits are available to
them."

A Texas Veteran is a Veteran who
served at least 90 consecutive days of
active duty in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines or Coast Guard after

September 16, 1940 and was eligible
to receive a discharge or release other
than dishonorable (unless discharged
earlier due to a service-connected dis-
ability). The Veteran must have been
a bona fide resident of Texas (that is,
living in Texas with the intent to
remain in Texas) at the time of entry
into the service or have been a bona
fide resident of Texas for at least five
years immediately prior to filing an
application. Finally, the Veteran must
be a bona fide resident of Texas at
the time of filing an application for
a loan.

"I'd like to urge all Texas Veterans
to join me at the Astrodome on Sun-
day, May 24, 1987, so we can honor
you and provide you with information
on the benefits available to you
through the Texas Veterans Land
Board," Mauro said.

For more information on "A Salute
to Texas Veterans at the Astrodome"
or on benefits available to Texas Vet-
erans, call toll-free 1-800-252-VETS.
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Board Lowers Interest Rate
For Home Improvement Loans

The Texas Veterans Land Board is
pleased to announce that Bob Wil-
liams joined the staff in February as
Director of Marketing, with an
emphasis on the new Texas Veterans
Home Improvement Program.

Williams is the former director of
the Texas Department of Community
Affairs where he was responsible for
$250 million of Federal Block
Grants.

Williams said, "I'm proud to join a
program that not only helps Texas
Veterans, but the entire state economy
as well."

4
Lenders wishing to participate in

the Texas Veterans Home Improve-
ment Program should contact David
Burrell or Beki Pool at
1-800-252-VETS.
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The Veterans Voice is published period-
ically by the Texas Veterans Land
Board of the Texas General Land Office.
News items, photographs and letters
may be submitted to the Texas Veterans
Land Board, Public Information, S.F.
Austin Bldg., Room 751, Austin, Texas
78701.

The interest rate charged to Texas
Veterans for home improvement loans
has recently been lowered, making it
easier for eligible Texas Veterans to
improve their homes using the Texas
Veterans Home Improvement Pro-
gram (VHIP) loan.

"This action by the board lowers the
interest rate on Texas VHIP loans
from 10.75 percent to 10.5 percent.
This rate went into effect on all loans
made beginning April 1 of this year,"
said Garry Mauro, Chairman of the
Texas Veterans Land Board.

"The best Veterans programs
in the U.S.A. just got better"
-- Garry Mauro

The Texas Veterans Home Improve-
ment Program lends eligible Texas
Veterans up to $15,000 at 10.5 percent
for 15 years to make improvements to
existing homes. The minimum loan
amount is $5,000. If the loan is $7,500
or less, the maximum term of the loan
will be 10 years. No down payment is
required and all loans are FHA-
insured. People still need to be aware
of the small percentage that is added
on to each loan to cover FHA
insurance.

"The best Veterans programs in the
U.S.A. just got better," Mauro said.
"This rate reduction insures that
Texas Veterans will continue to have
the finest Veterans programs in the
country."

The loans can be applied to single
family attached and detached houses,

townhouses, units of a condominium
development or planned unit develop-
ment, as well as 2-4 family residences
constructed at least 5 years prior to
the closing date of the loan.

Eligible Texas Veterans can apply
for loans through lenders approved by
the Texas Veterans Land Board. Par-
ticipating lenders are required to be
FHA approved to originate HUD Title
1 loans and all loans must be eligible
for financing under the HUD Title 1
Program.

"I want to encourage the leaders of
financial institutions across the state
to examine this outstanding program
and sign on as approved lenders so
that we can make loans to the 1.8
million Texas Veterans who are eligi-
ble for this excellent program," Mauro
said. "The built-in protection of using
only FHA-insured lenders will help
protect the interest of Texas Veterans
by insuring that all work is done to
their satisfaction and to FHA Title 1
standards.

"I'd like to urge all Texas Veterans
to check out our programs because we
have plenty of money to loan at very
competitive rates for land, housing
and home improvement loans," Mauro
said.

To learn who the approved lenders
are in your area, call toll-free 1-800-
252-VETS. For information on becom-
ing an approved lender for the Texas
Veterans Home Improvement Pro-
gram, call David Burrell or Beki Pool
at 1-800-252-VETS.

All three Texas Veterans benefit
programs are funded through the sale
of general obligation bonds that are
repaid from fees charged to those
using the programs, so the programs
don't cost the Texas taxpayer a single
penny.

For information on
loans call toll-free

1-800-252-VETS



Vietnam Veterans March Set For Houston
as Land Commissioner Garry

o praised the efforts of Gary
ks, Executive Director of The
ton Foundation for Vietnam Vet-

for organizing The Great Texas
ome Home Vietnam Veterans
I-down and March on May 21
May 24, 1987. The actual march
ake place on Saturday, May 23,

"I'm happy to see that Texas Viet-
nam Veterans are getting the welcome
home they deserve. I want to urge all
Veterans in Texas to attend this
Memorial Day weekend event. I also
want to urge the general public to
come out and welcome home Texas'
Vietnam Veterans and show their sup-
port for those men and women who
have served their country," Mauro
said.

The Houston Foundation for Viet-
nam Veterans was formed in 1981 by
a group of business and professional
people, many of whom served in Viet-
nam. The purpose of the Foundation
is to address the unique needs of the
Vietnam Veteran and to gain some
measure of recognition for their serv-
ice to their country.

Events will be scheduled all week-

Gary Franks, Executive Director of the Houston Foundation for Viet-
nam Veterans, presents Garry Mauro, Chairman of the Texas Veterans
Land Board, with a T-shirt commemorating The Great Texas Welcome
Home Vietnam Veterans Stand-down and Veterans March beginning
Thursday, May 21, 1987.

end. They include a half-scale replica
of the Washington, D.C., Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial known as "The Wall,"
a computerized buddy search, a salute
to women Veterans, family exhibits,
a flag display, unit reunions and a
march down Main Street in
Houston.

The march will begin at approxi-

mately 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 23,
and will be led by General William C.
Westmoreland. The march will be
approximately two miles long and will
include Veterans from World War I,
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, peace-
time era Veterans and family mem-
bers of those who served.

See "March" on page 4

A Salute to Texas Veterans at the Astrodome - Sunday, May 24, 1987
Sponsored by the Texas Veterans Land Board
Houston Astros vs. St. Louis Cardinals
Sunday, May 24, 1987 - 1:35 p.m.

Please Print All Information

Name Phone Number

Address City/State/Zip

Number of mezzanine level tickets
Number of upper box tickets

Make all checks payable to the Houston Astros Baseball Club.

OR Charge tickets to: (circle one)

MasterCard VISA

at $6.50 =

at $4.00 =

American Express

Card Number

Discover

Expiration Date

Signature

Return Order Form and Payment to:
Houston Astros Baseball Club P.O. Box 288

All orders must be received by May 8,

Houston, TX 77001 Attn: Lucie Barnette
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Board Sets Next Forfeited Land Sale for July
The Texas Veterans Land Board has

tentatively scheduled the next for-
feited land sale for late July. Approx-
imately 300 tracts located in more
than 100 counties across the state
have been ordered for sale.

Owners of these tracts have failed
to bring their payments up-to-date for
reinstatement and have been forfeited
by the Texas Veterans Land
Program.

At a February forfeited land sale,
24 tracts of state land were sold with
winning bids totaling $467,224. As a
result of this conservative approach
to managing the program, Texans
were able to buy valuable land while
the Texas Veterans Land Board was
able to put more than $460,000 back
into the program for Texas
Veterans.

All tracts are available for bids by
eligible Texas Veterans and many of
the tracts are available for bids by
non-veterans. The interest rate to eli-
gible Texas Veterans is 8.75 percent
on a 30-year fixed-rate loan. The inter-
est rate for the general public bidding
non-veteran tracts is 10.25 percent on
a 30-year fixed-rate loan.

The Texas Veterans Land Board will
finance the entire loan amount less 5
percent for both eligible Texas Veter-
ans and the general public. There is
no limit on the amount loaned.

The sale will be by sealed bid only
with a minimum bid set by the Texas

Veterans Land Board. Winning bid-
ders will be notified by mail within
one week of the sale. The Texas Veter-
ans Land Board may reject any bids
for any reason.

Bidders must submit a $25 non-
refundable bid fee for each bid, $320
to cover closing costs and 5 percent
of their highest bid (if they submit
more than one) with their bid form.
Losing bids will have all money
refunded except the bid fee.

Since the beginning of the Texas
Veterans Land Program in 1949, more
than 94,000 Texas Veterans have
received long-term, low-interest loans
through the program. Fewer than one
percent of the loans have become
delinquent.

"It's unfortunate when it becomes
necessary to conduct a forfeited land
sale, but a fair and aggressive policy
toward delinquencies is necessary if
we are to continue to offer generous
terms to our Texas Veterans through
this excellent program," said Garry
Mauro, Chairman of the Texas Veter-
ans Land Board.

Periodic sales of forfeited tracts are
consistent with the Texas Veterans
Land Board's commitment to run the
Texas Veterans Land Program in a
cost-effective, businesslike manner at
no cost to the Texas taxpayers. Prompt
action on these infrequent delinquen-
cies will continue to ensure that not
a single dollar is wasted on this

program.
A bid form, the list of forfeited

tracts included in the sale, bidding
instructions and directions as to how
to reach each tract for inspection will
be available in late June from the
Texas Veterans Land Board. For more
information, write the Texas Veterans
Land Board, 1700 N. Congress, Austin,
Texas 78701 or call toll-free 1-800-252-
VETS for assistance.

Continued from page 3

March
On Sunday, May 24, 1987, Veterans

are invited to go to the Houston Astro-
dome for "A Salute To Texas Veterans
at the Astrodome." This event is spon-
sored by the Texas Veterans Land
Board. The Houston Astros will play
the St. Louis Cardinals at 1:35 p.m.
and there will be a special pre-game
ceremony honoring Texas Veterans.

"These events are to enhance the
positive image of the Vietnam Veteran
and to further healing in the commu-
nity," Franks said.

"Conservative estimates are for one
million participants and spectators
over the course of the events," Franks
said. "Texas has approximately 1.8
million Veterans, and more than
618,000 are from the Vietnam era."

Those interested in participating or
wanting more information should call
(713) 237-VETS in Houston.
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