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Chapter 609 

H.B. No. 3185 

1 AN ACT 

relating to fees charged by the Rolling Plains Groundwater 

Conservation District; authorizing a fee. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Section 8867.103, Special District Local Laws 

Code, is amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection 

(c) to read as follows: 

(a) The district may assess fees under Section 36.122(e) or 

36.205 (c) , Water Code, in an annual amount not to exceed: 

{1) $1 per acre-foot of water used for agricultural 

use; [e-r-] 

( 2) 17 cents per thousand gallons of water used for any 

other purpose; or 

(3) notwithstanding any limitations on the amount of 

an export fee or surcharge authorized under Section 36.122 (e), 

Water Code, 150 percent of the maximum commercial water rate 

charged by the City of Wichita Falls for groundwater exported from 

the district. 

(c) The district may use funds obtained from an export fee 

imposed under Subsection (a) ( 3) only to enhance: 

(1) aquifer monitoring, modeling, and data 

collection; and 

(2) research to advance the scientific understanding 

of the district's groundwater resources. 
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H.B. No. 3185 

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2017. 
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the Senate 

H.B. No. 318

I certify that H.B. No. 3185 was passed by the House on May 9, 

2017, by the following vote: Yeas 139, Nays 6, 2 present, not 

voting. 

Chief Clerk of the Hous 

I certify that H.B. No. 3185 was passed by the Senate on May 

24, 2017, by the following vote: 

Secretary o 

APPROVED: 

Date 

Governor 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
3: :30 ff#\. O'CLOC!( 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 85TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 10, 2017 

TO: Honorable Charles Perry, Chair, Senate C9mmittee on Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3185 by Frank (Relating to fees charged by the Rolling Plains Groundwater 
Conservation District; authorizing a fee.), As Engrossed 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Special District Local Laws Code allowing the district to charge an 
export fee equal to 150 percent ofthe maximum commercial water rate charged by the City of 
Wichita Falls for groundwater exported from the district. The bill specifies uses for the funds 
obtained from the export fee. 

The bill would take effect September 1, 201 7. 

Local Government Impact 

According to the Rolling Plains Groundwater Conservation District, there would be a positive 
fiscal impact to the district. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, SZ, GG, BM 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 
Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 85TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

 
April17, 2017 

TO: Honorable Lyle Larson, Chair, House Committee on Natural Resources 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3185 by Frank (Relating to fees charged by the Rolling Plains Groundwater 
Conservation District; authorizing a fee.), As Introduced 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Special District Local Laws Code allowing the district to charge an 
export fee equal to 150 percent of the maximum commercial water rate charged by the City of 
Wichita Falls for groundwater exported from the district. The bill specifies uses for the funds 
obtained from the export fee. 

The bill would take effect September 1, 2017. 

 
Local Government Impact 

According to the Rolling Plains Groundwater Conservation District, there would be a positive 
fiscal impact to the district. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, SZ, GG, BM 
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Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., P.E, Chamnan 

Toby Baker, Commisswner 

jon N1ermann, CommiSsioner 

R.Ichard A. Hyde, P.E., Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALI1Y 
Protectmg Texas by Reducmg and Preventmg Pollutwn 

April18, 2017 

The Honorable Joe Straus 
Texas House of Representatives 
Capitol Station 
PO Box2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 

Re: Responsibility of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 59( d), Texas Constitution. 

House Bill (HB) 3185, as Filed by Representative James Frank- relating to fees charged by 
the Rolling Plains Groundwater Conservation District; authorizing a fee. 

Dear Speaker Straus: 

The following comments are provided pursuant to the Constitutional requirements referenced 
above. Under those requirements, the TCEQ must submit, to the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives, the TCEQ's recommendations on 
specific legislation affecting water districts. We recommend that these comments be considered 
in the evaluation of the proposed legislation. 

The bill amends Special District Local Laws Code §8867.103(a), Rolling Plains Groundwater 
Conservation District (District), located in Knox, Baylor, and Haskell Counties, by adding new 
§8867.103(a)(3), providing that the District may assess a fee for groundwater exported from the 
district of 150 percent of the maximum commercial water rate charged by the City of Wichita 
Falls. The bill also adds new Special District Local Laws Code §8867.103(c), providing that the 
District may use funds obtained from new §8867.103(a)(3) to enhance aquifer monitoring, 
modeling, data collection; and scientific research into the District's groundwater resources. 

Kim Wilson, Director 
Water Availability Division 

cc: The Honorable Lyle Larson, Chairman, House Committee on Natural Resources 
Representative James Frank, Texas House of Representatives 

P.O. Box 13087 • Austin, Texas 78711·3087 • 512·239·1000 • tceq.texas.gov 

How IS our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
prtntd on recycled p:spc:r 
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LETTER Of 'I RANSMITT AL 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE OF TEXAS 

HB 3185 
B1ll Number 

TO The Honorable Governor of Texas 

SUBJECT A B1ll Relatmg to a ConservatiOn and ReclamatiOn D1stnct 

Th1s 1~ to transmtt to you and the Texds Comm1sston on Envuonmental Quahty cop1es of a b11l relatmg to a 
conservation and reclamatiOn dtsthct and cop1es of the not1ce of nitent1on to mtroduce the b11l One copy IS 

for your files and one for you to forward to the Texas CommiSSion on Environmental Quahty. under Seclton 
59( d), Art1cle XVI. Conslttutwn of the State of Texas 

3/14/2017 

Date transmitted to 

Governor's Office 

TO Texas Comm1ss1on on Environmental Ouahtv 

SUBJECT A B1ll Relatmg to a Conservation and Reclamation D1stnct 

Th1s IS to forward to you a copy of a b11l relatmg to conservation and reclamatiOn d1stnct and a copy of the 
not1ce of mtent10n to mtroducc the btl I 

March 24, 2017 

Date transmitted to Governor 

Texas Comm1sswn on Environmental Quahty 

TO The llonorable Speaker of the House 

The Honorable Prest dent of the Senate 

1 he Honorable Governor of Texas 

SUBJECl A Btll Relatmg to a ConservatiOn and Rcclamatton Dtstnct 

Attached are recommendations of the Texas Comm1ss10n on Envtronmental Quality 111 compliance wtth 
Scctton 59( d), Article XVI, ConstitutiOn of the State ofTe"as 

Texas Comm1sswn on Envuonmcntal Ouahty 
lllllllllmEIIIIDD~IRI 

BSR HB 03185 
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