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Chapter 637 

H.B. No. 4324 

1 AN ACT 

relating to the powers and duties of the Harris County Municipal 

Utility District No. 61; providing authority to issue bonds and 

impose fees and taxes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Subtitle F, Title 6, Special District Local Laws 

Code, is amended by adding Chapter 8002 to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 8002. HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 61 

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 8002.001. DEFINITION. In this chapter, "district" 

means the Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 61. 

Sec. 8002.002. NATURE AND PURPOSES OF DISTRICT. (a) The 

district is a municipal utility district created under Section 59, 

Article XVI, Texas Constitution. 

(b) The district is created to accomplish the purposes of: 

(1) a municipal utility district as provided by 

general law and Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution; and 

(2) Section 52, Article III, Texas Constitution, that 

relate to the construction, acquisition, improvement, operation, 

or maintenance of macadamized, graveled, or paved roads, or 

improvements, including storm drainage, in aid of those roads. 

SUBCHAPTER B. POWERS AND DUTIES 

Sec. 8002.051. GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. The district has 

the powers and duties necessary to accomplish the purposes for 
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H.B. No. 4324 

1 which the district is created. 

Sec. 8002.052. MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT POWERS AND 

DUTIES. The district has the powers and duties provided by the 

general law of this state, including Chapters 49 and 54, Water Code, 

applicable to municipal utility districts created under Section 59, 

Article XVI, Texas Canst i tut ion. 

Sec. 8002.053. AUTHORITY FOR ROAD PROJECTS. Under Section 

52, Article III, Texas Constitution, the district may design, 

acquire, construct, finance, issue bonds for, improve, operate, 

maintain, and convey to this state, a county, or a municipality for 

operation and maintenance macadamized, graveled, or paved roads, or 

improvements, including storm drainage, in aid of those roads. 

Sec. 8002.054. ROAD STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS. (a) A road 

project must meet all applicable construction standards, zoning and 

subdivision requirements, and regulations of each municipality in 

whose corporate limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction the road 

project is located. 

(b) If a road project is not located in the corporate limits 

or extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality, the road 

project must meet all applicable construct ion standards, 

subdivision requirements, and regulations of each county in which 

the road project is located. 

(c) If the state will maintain and operate the road, the 

Texas Transportation Commission must approve the plans and 

specifications of the road project. 

Sec. 8002.055. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH DEFINED AREAS. 

Notwithstanding the acreage requirement under Section 54.801(a), 
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1 Water Code, the district may establish and administer defined areas 

as provided by Subchapter J, Chapter 54, Water Code. 

Sec. 8002.056. ADDITION OR EXCLUSION OF LAND IN DEFINED 

AREA. The district may add or exclude land from the defined areas 

in the same manner the district may add or exclude land from the 

district. 

SUBCHAPTER C. BONDS AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS 

Sec. 8002.101. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE BONDS AND OTHER 

OBLIGATIONS FOR ROAD PROJECTS. (a) The district may issue bonds or 

other obligations payable wholly or partly from ad valorem taxes, 

impact fees, revenue, contract payments, grants, or other district 

money, or any combination of those sources, to pay for a road 

project authorized by Sect ion 8002.053. 

(b) The district may not issue bonds payable from ad valorem 

taxes to finance a road project unless the issuance is approved by a 

vote of a two-thirds majority of the district voters voting at an 

election held for that purpose. 

(c) At the time of issuance, the total principal amount of 

bonds or other obligations issued or incurred to finance road 

projects and payable from ad valorem taxes may not exceed 

one-fourth of the assessed value of the real property in the 

district. 

Sec. 8002.102. TAXES FOR BONDS. At the time the district 

issues bonds payable wholly or partly from ad valorem taxes, the 

district shall provide for the annual imposition of a continuing 

direct ad valorem tax, without limit as to rate or amount, while all 

or part of the bonds are outstanding as required and in the manner 
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provided by Sections 54.601 and 54.602, Water Code. 

SECTION 2. The Harris County Municipal Ut i1i ty District 

No. 61 retains all the rights, powers, privileges, authority, 

duties, and functions that it had before the effective date of this 

Act. 

SECTION 3. (a) The legislature validates and confirms all 

governmental acts and proceedings of the Harris County Municipal 

Utility District No. 61 that were taken before the effective date of 

this Act. 

(b) This section does not apply to any matter that on the 

effective date of this Act: 

(1) is involved in litigation if the litigation 

ultimately results in the matter being held invalid by a final court 

judgment; or 

( 2) has been held invalid by a final court judgment. 

SECTION 4. (a) The legal notice of the intention to 

introduce this Act, setting forth the general substance of this 

Act, has been published as provided by law, and the notice and a 

copy of this Act have been furnished to all persons, agencies, 

officials, or entities to which they are required to be furnished 

under Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, and Chapter 313, 

Government Code. 

(b) The governor, one of the required recipients, has 

submitted the notice and Act to the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality. 

(c) The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has filed 

its recommendations relating to this Act with the governor, the 
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1 lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house of 

representatives within the required time. 

(d) All requirements of the constitution and laws of this 

state and the rules and procedures of the legislature with respect 

to the notice, introduction, and passage of this Act are fulfilled 

and accomplished. 

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect September 1, 2017. 
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I certify that H.B. No. 4324 was passed by the House on May 

19, 2017, by the following vote: Yeas 137, Nays 7, 2 present, not 

voting. 

I certify that H.B. No. 4324 was passed by the Senate on May 

24, 2017, by the following vote: 

APPROVED: 

Date 

Governor 

H.B. No. 4324 

Chief Clerk of the Hou 

6 

Secretary o 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
3 ·, .3 0 P ~O'CLOCK 

(~ 
Secretary of State 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 
Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 85TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 22,2017 

TO: Honorable Lois W. Kolkhorst, Chair, Senate Committee on Administration 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB4324 by Schofield (Relating to the powers and duties of the Harris County Municipal 
Utility District No. 61; providing authority to issue bonds and impose fees and taxes.), As 
Engrossed 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Special District Local Laws Code establishing the Harris County 
Municipal Utility District No. 61. The district would have authority for road projects. The district 
would have authority to issue bonds and other obligations. 

The bill would take effect immediately if the bill receives a two-thirds vote in each house; 
otherwise, the bill would take effect September 1, 2017. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, KK, JGA, GG, BM 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 
Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 85TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

Apri I 26, 2017 

TO: Honorable Jim Murphy, Chair, House Committee on Special Purpose Districts 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB4324 by Schofield (Relating to the powers and duties of the Harris County Municipal 
Utility District No. 61; providing authority to issue bonds and impose fees and taxes.), As 
Introduced 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Special District Local Laws Code establishing the Harris County 
Municipal Utility District No. 61. The district would have authority for road projects. The district 
would have authority to issue bonds and other obligations. 

The bill would take effect immediately if the bill receives a two-thirds vote in each house; 
otherwise, the bill would take effect September I, 2017. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, JGA, GG, BM 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 
Austin, Texas 

WATER DEVELOPMENT POLICY IMPACT STATEMENT 

85TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

Apri I 24, 2017 

TO: Honorable Jim Murphy, Chair, House Committee on Special Purpose Districts 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB4324 by Schofield (Relating to the powers and duties of the Harris County Municipal 
Utility District No. 61; providing authority to issue bonds and impose fees and taxes.), As 
Introduced 

The Legislative Budget Board, in cooperation with the Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has determined that: 

No Water Development Policy Impact Statement will be prepared for this bill under the 
provisions ofTexas Constitution, Article 16, Section 59(d) as this bill does not create a 
conservation and reclamation district. 

Source Agencies: 582 Commission on Environmental Quality, 580 Water Development 
Board 

LBB Staff: UP, sz 
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Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., P.E., Chwnnan 

Toby Baker, Commissioner 

Jon Nlerrnann, Commissioner 

Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Ex.ecutNe Drrector 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protectmg Texas by Reducmg and Preventing Pollullon 

May 24,2017 

The Honorable Joe Straus 
Texas House of Representatives 
Capitol Station 
PO BOX2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 

Re: Responsibility of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 59( d), Texas Constitution 

House Bill (HB) 4324, as Filed by Representative Mike Schofield - Relating to the powe~s 
and duties ofthe Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 61; providing authority to 
issue bonds and impose fees and taxes. 

Dear Speaker Straus: 

The following comments are provided pursuant to the Constitutional requirements referenced 
above. Under those requirements, the TCEQ must submit, to the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives, the TCEQ's recommendations on 
specific legislation affecting water districts. We recommend that these comments be considered 
in the evaluation of the proposed legislation. 

This bill codifies Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 61 (District) as Chapter 8002, 
Special District Local Laws Code, to specify the following; the District has the powers and duties 
of a standard municipal utility district under Water Code Chapters 49 and 54, with the following 
exceptions; the bill grants the District authority for road projects; notwithstanding the acreage 
requirement under Section 54.801(a), Water Code, the District may establish and administer 
defined areas as provided by Subchapter J, Chapter 54, Water Code; the District may add or 
exclude land from the defined areas in the same manner the District may add or exclude land 
from the District; and at the time of issuance, the total principal amount of bonds or other 
obligations issued or incurred to finance road projects and payable from ad valorem taxes may 
not exceed one-fourth of the assessed value of real property in the District. 

Cari-Michel LaCaille, Director 
Water Supply Division 

cc: Honorable Jim Murphy, Chairman, House Special Purpose Districts Committee 
Representative Mike Schofield, Texas House of Representatives 

P.O. Box 13087 • Austin, Texas 78711·3087 • 512-239-1000 • tceq.te.xas.gov 

How IS our customer service? tceq.te.xas.gov/customcrsurvcy 
pnnfcd on rcq clcd pi~pcr 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE OF TEXAS 

HB 4324 
Btll Number 

TO The Honorable Governor of Texas 

SU13JECT A Bill Relating to a ConservatiOn and Reclamallon Dtstnct 

Tlus 1s to transnut to you and the Texas Comm1ss1on on Environmental Quahty copies of a b1ll relatmg to a 
conscrvallon and reclamallon dbtrict and coptes of the nollce of mtention to introduce the bill. One copy is 
for your files and one for you to forward to the Texas Comm1ss1on on Env1romnental Quality, under Section 
59(d). Article XVI. Consutut1on of the State of Texas 

4/18/2017 

Date transmitted to 

Governor's Office 
~

House of Representatives 

TO. Texa~ Comm1~sion on Environmental Quality 

SUBJECT A Bill Relatme: to a Conservauon and Reclamation D1strict 

Thts 1s to forward to you a copy of a bill relatmg to conservation and reclamatiOn dtstnct and a copy of the 
nouce ofmtention to mtroduce the b1ll 

April 27, 2017 

Date transmttted to Governor 

Texas CommissiOn on Env1romnental Quality 

TO The Honorable Speaker of the House 

The 1-lonorablc Prcstdcnt of the Senate 

The Honorable Governor of Texas 

SUBJECT· A B1ll Relatme: to a Con~ervdllon and Reclamallon D1stnct 

Attached are recommendations of the Texas Comm1~s1on on Environmental Quahty m compliance w1th 
Section 59(d). Article XVI. Constitution of the State of Texas. 

Texas Commtsston on Env1romncntal Quahtv 
llllllmiiDWIIIUIIIWm~~ 

85R HB 04324 

 



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HARRIS 

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Terry Schaub who being 
by me duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the Publisher of The Katy Times and that said 
newspaper meets the requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit: 

1. it devotes not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of its total column lineage to general 
interest items; 

2. it is published at least once each week; 
3. it is entered as second-class postal matter in the county where it is published; 
4. it has been published regularly and continuously since 1912; and 
5. it is generally circulated within Harris, Fort Bend and Waller Counties. 

Publisher further disposes and says that the CLIPPINGS 
attached Invoice notice was published in 
said newspaper on the following date(s) to 
wit: NOTICE OF INTENTION TO INTRODUCE A 

BILL IN THE LEGISLATURE OF TEXAS 

Notice Is hereby given of the Intention to In­
troduce in the Regular Sess1on of the 85th 
Legislature ot Texas a bill relating to supple­
mental powers and authority of Harns County 
Municipal Utlll.ty District No. 61, includmg 
road powers pursuant to Art1cle Ill, Section 52 
of the Constitution of Texas and authority to 
establish def1ned areas w1thm the Dlstnct 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE 
ME by Terry Schaub, who 
X a) is personally known to me, or 

b) provided the following evidence to 
establi~l! hi~ identit , Te Schaub 
on this .IV __ . Clay of A.D. 
2017, to certify whic witness my hand and 
seal of office. 

~~---
Lindsay R. Kerr 
Notary Public, State of Texas 

,...,,,,,,,,,, LINDSAY RAE KERR 
ol' .. flo~ i)~··:JC.::'f:t.~~ ""• '• Noto1y Public. State of Texas 

i.;.:.,1JIIl,l.;l Comm. Expires 12·10·2019 
~ 1.. '·····~~$ 

· "·~~~r..~~ Notary 10 128796454 
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NO'FICE OF INJENT1CN TO IN1"RODUCE A leon's Beclllc: & Plumbing. Inc. Is tdrfng 81.1. IN THE-l.EGIILAlURE OF 1'EXAS 
... lhe folawtng pc•ons: 

NDikB 18 la8by gN8n ol .. tlt8nllu\ID ln­
tladuca in tbe Ragular SesaiQn of lhe ll5ltt • !l!lm!dl!p.Mi!Mt'bi ... mudbeltw i~ 
I aa' 5 5 n of Taras a bll relating"tD ...-.. lJCIGliiiSdal CDid!IA l:iJJ Cl:ldCrfiy legdm cqxtlt(;l 
mard&l pow8IB SRd fildtlldr af ...... County «<Il ..... 
Munk:lpat Ut.Bity DluiJ'ld No. 81, lnmudlng 
Jaad Pad 'WOCIIdcn.llati:Jp. medlcd berletls prM818~DAdde lit. S8diDn 52 & ""' 

ot tM eon.t!luiiDA.ol T.._ end......, 1D ISIIJa On IorlA. ~ Qudllc :albtoi 
-•• ..., dellned- ..... ihlt Dlalltcl. ComejmOU"teamof~ . 

Cal 1919)70.3l56 

Fax~m 
(919}743-3887 
or e-mail it to: 

NOniCEOF-INlBmDN 10 INJRClDucE dp $ A I 7fD 

SILL IN TliE I FB&Bl.ATURE OF TEXAS 

~· Mraby.,... at thalnfaldbi1 tD In­
~ In the ..__ 8as&llm flllhe 85lh 
~of TeW8· a bOI ntbdblg ID the 
paw8rs. aulholfty, and penmteiJ:af Grand 'liiCIIIf17S 
NDftt1¥1881 M.unlclpll Ullllty Dlalrtct IDcafed In 
·'~CouniJ. 

. -· -')· ' - -1; (, >.;: ·~:·--:· . _; ', -: .. - ~~--.· ·:· ": : . '. ·.·. IIM'fA'JI)I(TO BIPil BIB 
.:J:} . . ... - ..... ' ' .:.. - ·. . . 
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Bids "' trtpllcat& will 18C81Ved by . -
be .·· SeaJed .. ~. -~ -_-· ~ .·~-:--· Fort Bend Counly U.U.D. No. 68 In the ot11c8 

Leon's Bec:ldc "- Plumbing, Inc. Is hlrlniJ of KGA/Defonllt Dealgn, LL.C. (LA. U­

for the fallowing poslllo.-11: · oense No;. 1387, T...-), 23501 Cinco Rslch 
8ouluvanl, $UI9 A-2i0, Kaly, Texas, 77484 
until 2:00P.M. OR February 10111, 20t7 for 

• ~Eiecfdc1anl0ewlaadar ... "CtnDD Ranch Northwaat - Section 19 Lend-
ba In CUI1'.111!'1c:NICCII8udloii- 8C8p8 lmprovemenfB". 
CODII!lb ~ ataav 


