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& During the 1987 reporting year, the Epidemiology Division experienced an overall
decrease in the total number of individual disease reports received. Although the

= v 1987 morbidity for several diseases increased from that reported in 1986, decreases

it ranging from less than 1% to 94% were noted in the majority of disease categories.

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the changes in reported morbidity from 1986 for selected
-3 diseases in Texas.

i The most dramatic increase in 1987 was observed for brucellosis. Although the exact

ad reason for the 183% increase is not clear, it may be the result of either an
increased awareness of the disease or an increased usage of Texas Department of
Health laboratory facilities for confirmation of the diagnosis. No major outbreaks

> - of brucellosis were reported in Texas in 1987; however, the majority (70%) of cases

N occurred in South Texas in Public Health Regions 6 and 8.

. Haemophilus influenzae and Listeria infections were added to the list of reportable

s diseases in September 1986; therefore, 1987 marked the first full year of data

collection for these infections. This may explain the 15% and 50% increases noted in
. » 1987, respectively.

A 41% increase in mumps cases was noted in 1987. The greatest increase (127%)
- occurred among individuals 15 to 19 years of age and was associated with an outbreak
in Harris County which began in January and ended in May. Reported cases of

- chickenpox in 1987 rose 19% over that reported the previous year and continued an

- . upward trend which began in 1978 (Figure 3). Measles continued to increase in 1987,

ol up 14% over the reported cases in 1986; salmonellosis cases increased 15% over 1986
levels.

- Diseases for which decreases of less than 15% were noted during 1987 include:

hepatitis type A (12%), coccidioidomycosis (10%), meningococcal infections (9%),
>, histoplasmosis  (8%), Hansen’s discase (7%), legionellosis (7%), campylobacteriosis
(3%), hepatitis type B (1%), and pertussis (1%).

» No cases of the following diseases were reported in Texas _during 1987:  anthrax,
cholera, diphtheria, dengue, plague, poliomyelitis, rabies in man, and vyellow fever.
Additionally, and for the first time since 1972, trichinosis was not reported
. > . anywhere in the state.

More indepth analyses of selected reported diseases and investigations undertaken by
- the Epidemiology Division will be available later this summer when the 1987 "annual
summary" is published. Please contact the Infectious Diseases Program, Epidemiology
Division, Texas Department of Health, to reserve a copy of this report.
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Table 1.
Percent decrease from 1986 in reported
morbidity for selected disease -- Texas, 1987
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Table 2.

Percent increase from 1986 in reported
morbidity for selected disease -- Texas, 1987
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Table 3.
Reported chickenpox in Texas, 1978 - 1987
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ANNUAL SUMMARY DF REPORTRELE DISERSES IN TEXAS
{Counties listed below reflect only those with populations of 182,000 or more, based on 1987 population sstisates.) DFFICIAL TEXRS MORBIDITY FOR 1987
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1987 QUMLATIVE TOTALS FOR OTHER REPORTABLE. DISERSES:

Coctidioidomycosis 45 Histoplasmosis 7 Psittacosis 2 Toxic Shock Syndrome H |
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UPDATE: SAFETY SEAT RECALL

An announcement of three safety seat recalls was Npublished in PDN 1988, Vol. 48, No. _ L
12. A Midland reader recently called the toll-free number published for the Century
400XL car seat only to find that the number had been changed. The recall notice with

the new, correct telephone number appears below. <
PRODUCT: Century 400XL car seats with model numbers 8604 and lower. Model number -is -
found on sticker on the back of the car seat. <

PROBLEM: The design of the seat makes it difficult to determine if the restraint is
locked properly. Call Century toll-free at 1-800-222-9825 and ask for a free orange A
LOCKED/UNLOCKED sticker and instructions.
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