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| PART ONE
I. INTRODUCTION: THE TCRNADO'S DAMAGE AND COMMUNITY RESPONSE

On May 11, 1970, about 9:45 p.m., a devastating tornado
struck Lubbock, a city on the High Plains of Northwest
Texas, cutting a sheathe of destruction nine miles long and
1.5 miles at the widest point, damaging high rise buildings
and reducing industrial and commercial complexes, motels
and homes to rubble as though a mammoth demolition crew
had gone berserk. Only the war-torn cities of Europe,
in World War II, presented a similar picture which, because
of effective strategic bombing, the central areas and the
homes of the poor who, in cities, live near railroads and
industry, were destroyeds# The tornado also concentrated
on the heart of the city.

In a matter of a few hours, the devastation was heard
‘round the world and the writer's anxious friends telegraphed
inquiries as far away as Scotland and Portugal. Contrary
to early rumored reports, the whole city was not demolished
although about one-fourth of the city was involved in the
storm.? Numerous residential areas of the west, northwest
and southwest of the city were not damaged and, until the
following day, many residents did not know what had happened.
Twenty-six people died as a result of the tornado and many
hundreds were injured. '

The buildings in the central part of the city, including
a high-rise luxury apartment about twenty blocks away,
motels, homes and industrial complexes, following a path
north along a main arterial street, Avenue Q, and east
and west of it, expensive homes near the country club and
a private airport, north of the city, felt the thrust of
the tornado's ferocity. The most heavily damaged were the
small, poor homes of the Guadalupe neighborhood, ad jacent

#Based upon the senior author's personal experience as a
researcher in this field.
1
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to the downtown area, where the Mexican American minority
lived in a close~knit, highly segregated community. Only
about 83 somewhat battered housing units were lefi standing

in this area. The "barrio," as it was affectionately called
by the Mexican Americans, was a place of primary, gemeingchaft
relationships and, while truly a slum physically and as +to
alienation from the larger community, was, in many ways,

also a place of psycho-social and in-group feeling and

living. The tornadoc shattered and disorganized this

community and its way of life. (See map, path of tornado.)

The indeces of residential dissimilarityfor 35
Southwegstern Central cities, in 1960, show that Lubbock
was in the upper four most segregated clities as to Angle
against all other racial groups in the city and first as
to Anglo-Negro segregation.2 What man could not accomplish
graciously as to residential integration, the tornado did.

Fortunately, those who were made homeless by the tornado
were easily reallocated in another area which had available
homes. Those in the lower soclo-~economc stratum whese
homes were badly damaged or destroyed completely, comprising
close to 700 housing units, were moved into a neighborhood
where many homes had been vacant and vandalized, covering
a period from two to six years, because Negroes had moved
into this previously all-white neighborhocd. (See also
the description of Parkway area, Chapter 4.} A kind of rezl
estate panic occurred in this community and houses plummeted
in value but now became a refuge for a large number of the
tornado victims. The city rented the homes in this neighbor-
hood from FHA and Veterans' Administration and the reallocated
people were settled in these homes, rent free (or for a
$1.00 per month) for three months. It was a Zenerous gesture
and fortuitous solution.

The people's response to the storm victims was tre-
mendous, humane, and a model for action in disaster. Wany
organizations responded quietly and cooperatively, including:
Mi Cagita (Northeast Community Center), Guadalupe Center,
American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Lubbock City Hall,
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City-County Welfare Department, Texas Employment Commission,
Small Business Administration, Federal Housing Administration,
Farmer's Home Administration, Veteran's Administration,
Social Security Administration, Internal Revenue Service,
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation service, Corps
of Engineers, the Lubbock Police Department, Office of
Emergency Preparedness, Texas Tech University, and many
small organizations and private individuals.

Immediately after the storm, the 3,000 homeless people
were sheltered, fed, and housed in the municipal coliseum.
The hogpitals gave free services to those who had no
hogpitalization and health insurance. Human feeling and
actions ran high,

The city was declared a "disaster area”" and money,
food, clothing, and offers of help poured in from Federal,
State, and private sources. It was truly inspiring to see
the eager offers from rich and poor, town and gown. The
emotional response and the humanity which suddenly pervaded
this city was heart warming. On the lighter side, one
women's group made one-half million sandwiches for the
workers clearing the debris and poor people brought what
clothing they could spare to clothe the less fortunate.

It is regrettable that we need the prod of a tornado to
respond as a united community. Such reactiohs and activities
are, however, well known to socilal scientists who have
studied behavior in disaster.3

The interest and empirical research of the study is
the reallocated area called "Parkway," situated almost on
the edge of the city, northeast, and comprising 80 square
blocks. The area is distant from the center of the city.
(See city map.) It is a neighborhood where, for the first
time in Lubbock, Anglo, Negro, and Mexican Americans are
now living not in geographically separate, selected areas,
not across the street from each other but on the same gide
of the street, next door neighbors. The basic focus of this
research design is the study of the adjustment of the three
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6
ethnic groups, Anglo, Negro, and Mexican American--reflecting
the tri-partite population composition of the city--to their
new neighbors and theilr new residential‘setting. How do
people learn to live together when they must--not directed
by law or human value systems but by the freakish circum-
stance of nature, a destructive tornado.

While there exist many studies relative to organization-
al responses to disaster in communities, the social consequences
have, generally, not been extensively studied. Our research
may thus be unique in its focus.
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LIST OF REFERENCES

See The Lubbock Storm of May 11, 1970. A report
prepared by J., Neils Thompson, Ernest W. Kiesling,
Joseph L. Goldman, Kishor C. Mehta, John Wittman, Jr.
and Franklin B. Johnson. Published by the National
Academy of Sciences for the National Academy of
Bngineering, Washington, D. C., 1970, p. 12,

There are numerous divergent guesses that there may
have been two or even three tornadoes. 1In all,

near 10,000 residential units, 600 commercial buildings,
100 mobile tralilers, 220 metal sheet light poles and
500 business signs or poles were damaged or destroyed.

Also, for a pictorial, colored booklet presentation of
destruction, see The Lubbock Tornado, by newspaper
reporters and photographers, men on the scene as
interviewers, Lubbock, Texas: The Boone Publications,
Inc., June 1, 1970,

Moore, Joan W. and Metteback, Frank G. Residential
Segregation in the Urban Southwest: A Comparative Study,
Mexican-American Study Project. University of California,
L. A.: Graduate School of Business Administration.

On a scale of 0-100 as to segregation: Anglos vs. all
other groups, Lubbock was 74.4 segregated, Dallas 83.2,
Odessa 81.8, and Port Arthur 81.7. As to segregation
of Anglos against Negroes, Lubbock was the first most
segregated in the Southwest, or 94.4, with Odessa 90.5
and Dallas 90.2,

Dynes, Russell R. QOrganized Behavior in Disaster:
Analysis and Conceptualization. Disaster Research
Center, Ohlo State Unlversity, Monograph Series, No. 3,
April, 1969.

See also Ellwyn R. Stoddard, Conceptual Models of
Behavior in Disaster, Texas Western Press, the Univer-
81ty of Texas at El Paso, 1968. It is a study that deals
with disaster and crisis reactions. It is an effective
gulde for workers and administrators in agencles concerned
with disaster planning or relief. It includes good
references to disaster studies up to the 1960'g.

For a sociological discussion of disaster as to
misconceptions or stereoiypes in contrast to the realis-
tic behavior of people, in formal mutual azid and rapid
read justment after the disaster, see Robert K. Merton
and Robert A. Nisbet. Contemporary Social Problems:

An Introductien to the Sociology of Deviant Behavior

and Social Disorganization. New York: Harcourt, Brace
and World, Inc., 1961 (first edition), Chapter 14,




"Disasters." The chapter also has extensive biblio-
graphic references to people's reaction to disaster
whether it be a coal mine cave-in, tornado, a flood
or a war bombing.

Also gsee William H. Forum and Sigmund Nosow. "Community
in Disaster." 1in Edgar F. Schuler, Thomas F. Hoult,
Duane L. Gibson and Wilbur M. Brookover, Readings in
Sociology. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 4th ed., 1971,
pp. 279-285. Describes a disaster in Flint, Michigan,
June , 1954, and the stages of rescue and assistance
given by the community. Of especial interest ig the
role of two families and adolescents in the rescue
process and human response.



II, BRIEF PERSPECTIVE: HISTORY OF LUBBOCK AND SELECTED
NEIGHBORHCODS BEFORE THE TORNADOL

fhe Development of the City and Its People
To understand the attitudes of the residents in the

area gitudied, the background of the city's history and
the neighborhoods from vhich our respondents moved may be
esgsential and meaningful relative to thelr adjustment to
the new Parkway neighborhood,®

The community in whieh the study was conducted,
Lubbock, is a metropolitan area of approximately 150,000
population on the southern high plains of Texas, IT is
surrounded by a rich agricultural region, dominated by
irrigated cotton production. In spite of its rather
isolated lecation in the northern part of the state, in
a dry, windy climate with limited water resources, the
¢ity has daveloped a thriving econsmy based on the d

[

f-ds

tribution of goods and services to the large surrounding
agriecultural region, a number of industrias {marny roelzted
to the processing of cotton), an educational Corplox
enrolling around 20,000 students at Texas Tach University
{a multiepurpose university), and ihe presance of Recze
Air Torce Base, a Jet pilet training center.

As late as the 1870'sg, there were no permanent
residents anywhere in the vicinity although the indians,
Spanish explorers of the 16th and 17th centuries, and
buffalo hunters had traversed the area fraquently and usad
its canyon streams and small lakesites as camping riszes.
The first settlers, mostly associated with cattle ranching,
came in the 1880's., From the turn of the century, the
new country town grew steadily, inhabited generally by
Anglo Americans of rural backzround and identified, from
its inception, as a community with a wholesome family
environment and very active churches. In the first 50

# The neighborhood of our ctudy is deseribed in Chapter 4.
9
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years of its incorporated existence (1910-1960), Lubbock
increased its population sixty-six fold (1,938 to 128,068)
more rapidly than any other Texas city and, in the 1940~
1950 decade, qualified as the second fastest growing
metropolitan area in the United States, with a 125 per
cent increase. This increase of more than doubling in
population in one decade did not, however, occur again
between 1960~1970.

The age-sex distribution reveals a younger than
average population with greater numbers in productive
ages and a higher proportion of males (98.7 males to 100
females) than is typical of an urban community this size.
The ethnic composition of the inhabitants of Lubbock
remained fairly constant until the 1950-1960 decade with
native-born, Anglo Americans comprising the vast majority
of the population, There was a small but constantly
increasing Negro minority present since 1920, and a very
rapid influx of Mexican American immigrants after 1950
(growing from 3,196 in 1950)2 until each of these minority
groups congtituted slightly less than 10 per cent of the
total population in 1960. However, by 1965, Mexican
Americans comprised 13 per cent of the population and
Negroes about 8 per cent. At this writing, 1971, the
estimate of the population of Mexican Americans in the city
varies between 15 to 18 per cent. It is not yet known how
many left the city after the tornado, both Mexican American
and Negro.

These two ethnic groups were isolated residentially
(much less so for the Mexican American than Negro group)
and differ from the dominant white group in terms of
family organization and, particularly, in education.*

The Negro educational level is not so different from the
total population as ls the Mexican American; many of the

*cee also educational and occupational levels, Chapters 7
and 9, in the sample of our study.
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latter group had no schooling at all in 1960, The fertility
rates, especially for Mexican Americans, were very high

and the number of children under five unusually high even
compared to the total Lubbock population noted for its

large numbers of children at young ages.’ (See also the
discussion in our sgtudy sample of size of families, Chapter
8,)

Both minorities were at least partially integrated
into numerous activities of the community and there have
been no major, ocutward conflicts between the ethnic groups
in Lubbock's history. However, the three ethnic groups
were highly segregated residentially before the tornado.
(See introductory chapter.)

Occupationally, the Mexican Americans considered as
"settled~out migrants" or those who have lived here for a
number of years were beginning to move into more semi-
skilled and skilled occupations as the structure of the
city changed. Among the Negroes, skilled cccupational
opportunities were not as good or abundant with the ex-
ception that, unlike the Mexican imericans, there were
a greater number of professicnal persons such asg llegro doctors,
teachers, ministers and social workers. Within their own
sub=culture, the occupational siructure of the Negroes
thus mirrored the greater ranze of occupations found
among the whites in the community. On the other hand,
the Mexican Americans were disadvantageously competing
against the larger Anglo c‘:ommuni"‘2:31'a'lF (See also occupational
breakdown of our study,'Chaptar 7o)

In 1960, approximately 3/5 of Negro women, 14 years
old and over, were in the labor force, whereas there were
only about 1/4 of the Mexican American women. (See also
occupational breakdown of our study, Chapter 7.) Family
income was in the same general low range for the two groups,
but slightly higher for Negroes., Median family income,
in 1959, was $3,263 for Mexican Americans, and $3,523 for
Negroes as against $5,582 for the tctal population.
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Cengus housing data for 1960 revealed both Negro
and Mexican American groups occupying units with high
rates of deterioration and dilapidation {(about 60 per
cent for both groups). The average size of units was
gimilar for both groups, but the Mexican Americans were
much more over-crowded than Negro families, with 71 per
cent in units with one or more persons per room, &as com=-
pared to 43 per cent so designated for Negroes. The
chapter describing the neighborhoods, below, also shows
that the Negroes are highly concentrated in a few census
tracts whereas the Mexican Americans resided, before the
tornado, in somewhat more dispersed areas.

One of the significant influences on the cultural
atmogphere of the city is the presence of the large
wniversity with its faculty from diverse backgrounds and
talents. Since the establishment of Texas Tech University
in Lubbock, in 1925, by the Texas Legislature, it has
been credited with being a major impetus to the growth
of the city as well as to the focusing of cultural interests
of South Plains residents toward Lubbock. A museum was
established on the campus in the 1930's and, recently
moved to a new building, has grown into a widely recognized
historical and cultural attraction. In the 1960's and
1970's, a law and medical school were established as part
of the university complex. Lubbock also supports a 100~
or=-more member symphony orchestra, an active Little Theatre
organization, and a thriving Garden Arts center, as well
as numerous concerts and plays that come to the city each
year.

There have been almost no major divisive political
ssandals or racial conflict in the city's young but vigorous
development. The accumulation of wealth in the city has
been, however, very uneven for the three ethnic groups=--
the Anglos are definitely in the saddle.

Thus, viewing the way of life of the two minority
groups, Negro and Mexican American, in the city, their
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residential segregation econtributes to their non-partici-
pation in most cultural uaspects of the community, although
token attendance can be sesn at cultural events. Greater
numbers of Negroes than Mexlcan Americans are found,
however, when the entertainers are nationally known among
the two ethnic groups. Exemples are the recent vizsit of
the “Supremesg" when Negro attendance was high. After

the tornado, Mexican American attendance in a variety
show, “Chicanos Unidos,® was also well attended as ethnic
awareness brought them together in disagter. Generally,
the usually low participation of the two minorlty groups
may, however, be due not only to their residential distance
and isolation but alsc to the lack of funds.

Area Pattern of Lubibook¥
The ecological develspment of <the ity of ILubbock
has taken the shuave of a gride-iren patiern from the

beginning of its growth, having no natural features in

the landscape (with ine excepiion of ons canyon on the
northeast edge of town which is used for = park) to inter-
fere with straight, pavallsl gtreets. The architecture
has relied generaliy on the utilization of the abundant
land in one story dweilings rather than miltl=-gtory,

especially for single fanlly homes. Although numerous
apartments are two stories and, in 1988, a high=-rise,
luxury apartment wa:z buili.

The older parts of town contain many homes of frame
construction, but thore structures which were built during
and after the 1940°s utilized briek predominantly. For
this reason, the tornado was more degtructive in the older
part of town. Texas Tech University, with its attractive
Spanigh style buildings and open spaces, and one of the
largest continuous campuses 1n the United § States, was on
the western edge of the city when it was egtablished, but
is now completely urroun@ed by older housing and commercial

*See also map of city, page 5.
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developments.

The oldest part of the city which was built around
the original square on Texas Avenue (or what would be
Avenue I) and Broadway (12th Street) has gradually been
envaloped by the central business district and lower
class neighborhoods. (This was mainly the area of the
tornado's path.*) The main street, Broadway, running
from downtown to the University, however, has maintained
an attractive appearance, chiefly due to the presence
of four large churches of 1500 to 5000 membership each
in its 13 block length. As the development of the
ecological areas occurred, business districts outside the
downtown area developed in strip zones along certain sireets,
namely, 4th, 19th, 34th, and 50th streets, Avenues A, H,
Q, and University. (See map of city.)

The lower class areas in which the Mexican Americans
and Negroes live are found in the older parts of the city.
Until the late 1950's, the Mexican American population
inhabited only one general area, north of 4th street and
each of Avenue Q., well known as the "barrio."”

However, with the extremely rapid influx of Mexican
American inhabitants, they moved into almost all areas
of the older part of town, north of 19th. The Negro
population has traditionally occupied the area east of
Avenue A and gouth of 19th and, until the 1950's, had a
very low standard of housing and almost totally renter-
oceupied., A low-cost, individual home development began
east of the railroad tracks in the late 1950's for Negro
families and, as a result, there is a fairly large
attractive residential area of single family dwellings,
although a considerable distance from the main part of
the city. Across the railroad tracks, an urban renewal
movement wag started in the late 1950' and early 1960's

*See map of path of tornado, page 3.
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for Negroes and, as the families in the area of highest
congestion and poorest maintenance, as well as greatest
social disorganization, were relocated, some of the slums
were torn downe

The Slums of Lubbock

In the summer of 1964,% the researchers toured the
Negro and Latin residential areas.” The following is an
impressionistic description of the Negro and Mexican
American areas before the tornado, as recorded during this
tour.

Negro Areas =-- Where there are now fields, after

Queen City, the heart of the Negro slum area, was razed
by the City Planning Board, houses which still remain are
very close together with no intervening spaces. They are
about 10 x 12 feet in size, looking like large outhouses,
painted a dull gray color, with rusted and falling screens,
facing industrial complexes.

A few blocks away, houses somewhat larger, but still
with much dilapidation, are in the midst of industrial
areas. Streets are unpaved in many sections except for
main streets. In Iubbock, home owners must contribute
toward paving of the streetg by the ¢ity and, thus, many
low ecological areas are not paved. The dust is very bad
on these unpaved gireets, adding +to Lubbock's periodic,
natural sandstorms.

The Negroes have thelr own school, own hospital, angd
own small park. They are truly segregated, although not
by law. The Negro superintendent and physicians and
lawyers live in better homes near the school and hospital.

Manhattan Heights, a newly developed area, since
1959-1960, has small modest houses with more space around
them. These are well kept, with lawns struggling to be

*The researchers toured these areas again in 1971 and the
houses and conditions of living are worse, not better in
appearance.,
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green, and streets paved. Actually, Manhattan Heights
is one of the few high places, being close to a natural
canyon and would be desirable for individuals favoring
some height for their landscape--~since Lubbock is flat
although fairly high, over 3,000 feet, on the southern
High Plains Plateau, the Caprock. The view would be
attractive if it did not look out on industrial and
commercial complexes and ill-kept surrounding terrain.
Beyond Manhattan Heights the houses of Negroes are
smaller, but not as bad as the area of the former Queen
City. Across the main highway, are lower-class white
homes, somewhat better kept, but still facing industrial
areas, and much in transition. Owners cannot sell these
houses easily. Many are "marooned" lower-class families.¥
Mexican American areas are found across the streetis

from Negroes and lower-class Anglo homes. Here are small
houses, with a little more space than Negro homes, es-
pecially near the former Queen City area. There is much
deterioration, and areas on the way to becoming real
gslums. Inside, these small houses are, probably, more
crowded than Negro houses because of larger families. They
attempt to keep the lawns green, but with many difficulties
and expense of watering in Lubbock. Also here the small
row houses, stuccc or wood, are only about 12 x 15 feet,
crowded together in back alleys, monotonous in appearance,
and numerous ones with outhouses. 0ld cars, rusty and
broken down, without tires are found in the front yards.
People sit on the outside-~-since there are no porches—-
just gazing around. Small shacks on 4th Lane face alleys
which are usually the route for garbage collections.
Guadalupe, a small neighborhood settlement housze, is
in the midst of a small, but well-kept park. There is

*Thig was found to be true also of the Anglo families
in the Parkway area, scene of our present study, described
in Chapter 4.
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also a huge, brick church, recently rebuilt, which seems

a strange building amidst all these shacks and dilapidation.*®
Those houses which are in the Arnett-Benson area northwest
are larger and in better conditions but still really very
small., Across the street are the Anglo houses. The

Mexican American movement to the Arnett-Benson area began
around 1955-1960.

In the spring of 1965, the first of 400 families
began moving into the newly completed public apartment
project. The only other public housing the city owns are
the Hubb Homes built in 1942, for low income families in
an area on the northeast part of town adjacent to the
largest state park in the city. The Hubb Homes apartments
were allowed to deteriorate during the 1950's and became
the high focus of numerous delinquent activities. After
proper housekeeping and managerial maintenance was restored
in 1960, the rate of delinguency dropped sharply in the
area.,

These were the poor areas of the city of Lubbock
before May 11lth; on that day, the tornado dealt a fierce
blow to destroy large slum areas. From a structural point
of view, because the buildings were already weak and of
poor materials, the storm demolished them with ease (see
pictures of the storm below). ‘The storm hit hardest in
the Guadalupe or the "barrio" and near areas.’

* The church and the Guadalupe settlement house were the
central unifying agencies in the "barrio.” These two
gtructures escaped damage by the tornado since they were
protected by a railroad overpass of one of the main arterial
streets, Avenue Q.
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III. VQICES AND EXPERIENCES IN THE TORNADO

The traditional emphasis on pathological
"problems" hag focused only on the destructive
and disintegrative effects of disaster: it has
wholly neglected the observable reconstructive
and regenerative human responses. If we fail
to recognize both types of effect, we shall
miss an essential purpose of disaster studies:
to learn how human societiss can persist in the
Tace of adversity, overcome c¢risis and stress,
and revitalize their social institutions.l

The news of the tornadec greatly distressed many people
if one is to judge by the assistance of food, clothing,
concern and sympathy that poured into the city; the humane
side of people comes alive in a great disaster and Lubbock,
during and immediately after the storm, is a good example.

Someone else's troubles are, however, never one's
own; they cannot be as traumatic as one's own experiences.
Many wondered, since only 26 people were killed, how the
others survived the tornado's devastation. We were,
therefore, interested in learning what had happened to
those who had lived predominately in the Guadalupe neigh=
borhood,which was hit the hardest,since the homes were
old and shack~like and the wind had an easy task in playing
havoc.

In our schedule, we asked those who had been hit by
the tornado, "What happened to you in the tornado?" 0Of
the 200 families in our sample, this question involwved 104
family units or 353 per cent, termed the "tornado" grous,

Of the "tornado” group, 26 or 24,8 per cent were Anglos,
only 2 or 1.9 per cent were Negro and 77 or 73«3 per cent
were Mexican American. Since the tornado did not hit

the Parkway area, this question was, of course, not
applicable to the "settled" group.

While telling of their tragic experiences, many women
cried, pouring their hearts out to the interviewer. It
wag almost a healing or therapesutic experience for them
to have someone truly interested in their story. While

19
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they described unbelievable destruction of their homes

and furniture, varied values and actions emerged, such as:
religious feelings that “"God saved us," "Gracias a Dios";
great love for their family members when, in three or

four cases, the father threw his body over his wife and
children to protect them; and concern over their neighbors,
"We cried and wept to see our neighbors die from their
injuries.” These were all part of their remarkable ex-
periences.,

While the following is not a statistically exhaustive
account of destroyed or damaged houses or how different
families escaped with their lives, it does give more specific,
dramatic insight into actually what happened to some of
those in the tornado.

In our sample, of those involved in the tornado, 105
units, 60 homes, or more than one-half were completely
destroyed. As some expressed it,

"The roof came off, the walls blew in (or
away) and only the 2 x 4's remained standing.”

Another reported,

"Our house blew away and we lay huddled on
the concrete foundation.”

And again )

“We were not hurt, and we huddled in one
corner of the house, the only part which
was left." (This was experienced by six
families.)

In our sample, about 28 houses which were not destroyed
completely were seriously damaged with the roof blown off
and windows and doors shattered. Thirteen houses were not
gseriously damaged but rain and hail ruined walls, doors and
furniture., *

Interestingly, there were overlapping experiences

*about 83 housing units were left standing in the Guadalupe
area which are now being studied, as a M.A. thesis, by
Stanley Carlson, a graduate student in sociology, at Texas
Tech University.
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in their sudden realization that there was a storm. Ten
families mentioned that they were watching television when
suddenly the electric power went out and they were plunged
into darkness. Then they heard the wind and hail which
gounded

"Like the noise of a train passing over usg.”
And,

"The tornado sounded like bees in a can
wanting out."

Still another expressed himself,

“We had no warning. Electric lights went off.
We lay down in the hall., The house just ex-
ploded. It knocked the baby out and my husband
caught the baby as he was flying through the
air,"

3411l another summarized it,

"We finally got to the cellar of our next door
neighbor and spent the night there, shivering
and worrying. It was a nightmare."

Others had been out of town and returned to their
lots which no longer had homes on them or homes with the
roofs and windows blown away. One mother had come home
from playing bingo and found her house severely damaged
and 15 children, her own and neighbors', huddled together
but unhurt. Another woman was less fortunate:; she returned
to town and to her home to find that her father and husband
were killed.

In one family, the affect of the storm is still felt
as an emotional after-effect, |

"My 18 month old baby and I hid in the closet
but the walls fell in. My husband was blown
from the kitchen into the living room. Now
my son will not sleep alone any more when it
raing.”

In another family of three, an older couple, +the
mother and daughter huddled in a small closet and the
father in the bathtub and, while the kitchen wall fell
on the mother and the closet walls on the daughter, they
eccaped only with broken ribs but, alas, "the cat ran away
for awhile,"

In a further, more tragic accurrence,



22

"Wind blew a board or glass into my husband's
eye and put out hig eye and a wall fell on my
foot, but it wasn't cut off."

While few newly built homes in the community have any
kind of cellar or basement, since the climate of Lubbock
ig benign, the small, older homes found in the Guadalupe
area, had cellars which were, in numerous cases, merely
holes in the earth below the house. This wag a forfuitous
factor in saving the lives of at least 25 families who
sought shelter in their cellars or basements. Those families
who have lived in this community for a number of years,
some as many as 30 years, had experienced high winds before
this tornado and had built storm cellars. Other places
of escape included: +ten families who covered themselves
with blankets and were saved against flying or crushing
debris; 15 families found shelter in bedrooms or under the
beds nine families huddled in a closet and, in one family,
11 people crowded into one closet; 15 families were saved
by covering themselves with mattresses and, in one case,
five people were under one mattress; and lastly, five
families saved themselves by creeping into bathrooms or
under tables and, in one instance, eight people crowded
under one kitchen +table. In one houge, the wind locked
the baby in the bedroom and the distraught parents used
their bodies to pry it open and quickly,

"Daddy put himself over me and the children
and our l5-month old baby. We were covered
by debris but no one was hurt. Thank God.
God saved us."

Numerous respondents told of trees falling on their
houses and, in one case, a car from the street blew into
theilr bedroom. While amazed and dazed, these families
survived in strange and miraculous ways. In many ways,
it is amazing and impressive how quickly and effectively
these people figured out how to save themselves against
the wrath of the storm. (See Figures 3-10, photos of tornadc. )
With a few exceptions, other research studies in
disaster also support our findings, that is, the remarkable



FIGURE 3. DESTRUCTION AT RAMADA INN MOTOR HOTEL

FIGURE 4. DAMAGE TO SIGN STRUCTURE
AT RAMADA INN MOTOR HOTEL
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FIGURE 5. RESIDENTIAL DESTRUCTION
ON 9th STREET NEAR AVENUE Q

FIGURE 6. RESIDENTIAL DESTRUCTION
ON 7th STREET NEAR AVENUE Q
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FIGURE 7. DAMAGE TO LIGHT INDUSTRY
NEAR 10th AND AVENUE S

FIGURE 8. DAMAGE TO AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
SHOP IN 400 BLOCK OF AVENUE L
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FIGURE 9. DESTRUCTION SCENE NORTH OF
DOWNTOWN AREA NEAR 6th AND AVENUE L

FIGURE 10. SHEET METAL TWISTED
AROUND TREE NEAR LOOP 289
AND US 87 NORTH

9¢
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reactions and quick solutions of people suddenly thrust
into a disaster situation.

The popular image of how people behave in dis-
asters is filled with lurid scenes of socliety
and human nature in the process of disintegra=-
tion. According to this image, when disaster
gtrikes there are mass panics and wild stampedes.
People trample one another and lose all sencse
of concern for their fellows. After panic

has subsided--so the popular image suggests—-
many people are hysterical, or so stunned that
they are helpless. Others turn to looting,
pillaging, or other forms of selfish, explelita-~
tive behavior. The aftermath is widespread
immorality, social conflict, and mental de -
rangement. This grim picture is continually
reinforced in popular fiction, movies, tele-
vision dramas, and journalistic accounts. It
is often given simple thematic variations:
people responding to disaster conditions are
deplicted as "cowards" and "brave men, " "heroeg"
and "heels," "saints" and "sinners," "good
guys" and "bad guys."”

Some of the concepts traditionally used
by psychologists and sociologists when
describing behavior in disasters are 1little
more than symbolic transformations of this
popular image; the words differ, but the basic
imagery and meaning are the same. More recent
research Indicates that most of these popular
and "scientific" images are stereotypes: they
convey a grossly distorted image of how human
groups generally behave under disaster con-
ditions,.?

Similarly, the popular misconception that during
a disaster people panic, become hysterical and unable to
act effectively is not supported by the experience of our
research and our respondents. Quite the contrary, people
moved quickly to save themselves, their families and their
neighbors.
Reactions After the Tornado

In our reinterviews of our regpondents, three months
after the first interviews, we asked them "I¥ there came
eanother tornade and your place got hit, would you do
anything different next time? We would like to know how
you feel about that.” (See appendix B.,) We were interested
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to learn how much they had thought about their fortunate
escape with their lives and whether they had plans for a
possible future disaster. How much had they learned
from their experiences? Of course, the storm had come so
quickly and without warning that actions for survival
were, as shown above, quite spontaneous and remarkable.

They recognized this factor and nearly 40 families
felt they would probably "do nothing different" or “we
would do the same as we had done." A large group, 29
families, stated they "don't know," or "It is hard to say
now what we would do."” A third group, 15 families, stated,
"We would go to a storm cellar (or shelter or take cover)
sooner than we did."™ A fourth group, 10 families, em-
phasized the need to build a storm cellar or a safer
facility in their rebuilt homes. One of this group made
the suggestion that there is a need for a public storm
facility in the future, especially for the pcor neighbor-
hoods., Nearly eight families said they would be more
prepared insurance-wige, especially those who had no
insurance.* Nine had no answer,

Other suggestions from eight other families were:

"We would open more doors.”

"We would be more afraid and move faster to
gsafety."

"We would expect the sirens to sound alarm
sooner,"

and lastly, one family stated decisively,
"We would move from Iubbock."
Considering the slogan on auto decals, "Lucky me, I
live in Lubbock," the last statement does, indeed, point
to a rebel.

*¥This hope for more insurance against storms may not be

easily realized since numerous insurance companies have

recently cancelled tornado insurance. State legislators
are now reviewing this problem,
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IV. AN OVERVIEW OF THE PARKWAY NEIGHBCRHOCOD:
SCENE OF COUR STUDY

The locale of our study is a neighborhood situated
northeast on the edge of Lubbock. It is somehwat removed,
perhaps isolated, from either commercial or residential
areas because of a large state park which lies between the
Parkway neighborhood and the main areas of the city.

Inasmuch as lccation, house construction, and the
general physical environment are important factors in
one's adjustment and attitudes toward living in a
neighborhood, it will be helpful to provide a description
of the Parkway community.

The Parkway area is a Federal Housing Administration
development which was begun approximately six to seven
years before our study was undertaken. Over 1,000 homes
were constructed and many of them occupied by 1966, at
which time Negro families began buying homes in the area.
When this occurred, many Anglo residents moved out of the
neighborhood leaving many houses vacant, which were still
unoccupied at the time of our study. (See map of area.)

The neighborhood consists of approximately 80 blocks
of somewhat irregular shapes, bounded on the south by
Parkway Drive, Ironwood Drive on the east, East Cornell
Street on the north, and Quirt Avenue on the west. The
geographic design of the area is generally rectangular,
although the curving nature of Parkway Drive makes 1t
asymmetrical in appearance. Many of the streets are
terminated by circular dead-ends, with the intention of
deterring excessive driving speeds.*

¥0ne of the most frequent complainits among those we inter-
viewed concerned the lack of stop signs at major intersec-
tions of the neighborhood. After the matter was called to
the attention of the City Council, many signs were erected,
although not in gufficient numbers to quell complaints.
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The neighborhood's location is somewhat removed from
other residential areas and shopping centers. It is
bounded on the north by a vast, open field of grass and
on the west by an undeveloped ravine. Before the tornado,
there were only a few services available for community
members. One Catholic church and a few very small Protestant
churches were located within or near the area. Only one
grocery store and two service stations existed. After the
tornado, however, several businesses were established
within existing buildings fo serve the neighborhood. There
is now a large grocery store, Brooks Super Market, which
was moved from its former site near the Guadalupe neigh-
borhood. At least two other major grocery stores have
re opehed within shopping centers adjacent to the neighborhood.
Several service stations have been reopened, a laundromat,
and a number of minor services were reallocated in the
Parkway area so that, by the ftime of the conclusion of
our study, there appeared to be no lack of available social,
religious, and commercial services.

The neighborhood 1s composed of Levitown-like, lower
middle class mass dwellings., They are characteristically
of wood~frame design but most of them have at least some
brick on the front or portions of the buildings The houses
have a rectangular floor plan wlith attached one-car garages
and concrete slab driveways. Although color and floor
plan are occasionally varied, the houses are generally
painted either white, yellow, or brown with an occasional
mixture of dull-brown brick wveneer. Roofs are low in pitch
and covered in asbestos shingles, mainly white or grey in
color. The trim of the houses varies widely in color.
It is this minor variation which most often expresses some
individuality and gives the house a special character. There
ig usually one Mimosa or Honey Locust tree symetrically
aligned with each tree on the block in a manner typical
of West Texas contractors,

The neighborhood has had a most unusual development
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since its beginning eight years ago. An accurate account
is provided by Mr. Howard Maddera, Executive Director of
the South Plains Community Action Association:

In 1962 and 1963 the area north of Parkway
Drive, immediately east of McKenzie Park and just
inside of Loop 289, began to be developed with
houses in the $10,000 to $15,000 range. It was
thought to be one of the more desirable areas
of Lubbock for several reasons: excellent access
to the central business district; good transpor-
tation facilities to all other parts of the city:
ad jacent to McKenzie Park; good vista of the down-
town area and McKenzle Park. The school system
determined that there would be a new and modern
high school, elementary school and junior high
schoeol in the immediate area. Commercial zoning
was obtained and,to some extent,has developed.
Several churches bought property in the community.
The prospects for total development looked
promising in 1962 and approximately 30 per cent
of the area was developed in this fashion before
the beginning of general economic leveling which
led finally to a definite economic slump for the
Plains area, particularly in this housing market:
category.

Essentially housing in this cost bracket had
been over-built; the market had become saturated.
With saturation of this housing market came a
decline in need for building trade skills which
brought about a substantial out-migration of
people fitted to the cost of housing in this
area. The natural result was abandonment of
contracts, foreclosure by lending agencies and
repossession by FHA.

Families from the Negro community which is
immediately adjacent to the south began to buy
in this area north of Parkway Drive. The reaction
by the white population was typical and expected.
With the moving in of Negro population, moving
out of the whites began. Vacancies developed
all through the community. Some of the Negro
families had over indebted themselves when
purchasing and,subsequently, were unable to retain
the houses for which they had contracted, leading
to more repossessions which further blighted the
area. The distrust and lack of understanding
existing between the races only served to reinforce
the deterioration of the community. Vandalism and
wrecking of unoccupied houses apparently sealed
the doom of the area.

In late 1967, FHA devalued all the property
east of Quirt Avenue and north of Parkway Drive
to $4500 per house. Each house was reconditioned
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through the cooperation of the FHA and local
realtors. These houses are now on the market
again.l

From that time until the storm's devastation, most
of the houseg remained vacant. After the reallocation,
however, physical appearances changed. When the tornado
struck in early May, vegetation was just beginning to
grow after the winter months. Since the semi-arid climate
of West Texas demands artificial watering of grass and
ghrubbery, the occupied houses with their verdant lawns
stood in sharp contrast to the dry, dusty lawns of the
vacant houses.* Although most of the unoccupied houses
had been recently repainted, it was seldom difficult to
distinguish them from the occupied ones. From the time
the tornado victims were reallocated until we completed
our study, we were constantly impressed with the verdure
and freshness of most of the homes.

Both the "settled" and the "tornado" groups seemed
to take special pride in the appearance of thelr houses,
both within and without. In several homes of the "settled"
group, especially the Negro homes, ornate, rather elegantly
styled furniture was covered with transparent plastic
sheets for protection against soil and stain. Most homes
are at least partially carpeted, and some are furnished
in tasteful and well-selected color schemes. Although
many homes are cccupied by tornado victims whose furniture
had been damaged or destroyed, some had managed to collect
or salvage enough furniture to present a neat, colorful
appearance. In the victims' homes where furniture had been
salvaged, there was frequently a touch of distinctiveness,
particularly of Mexican or Spanish style. It was not
unusual to find the brightly colored fabrics and painted
pottery which have become associated with Mexican tradition

*During the period when the tity government made available
the houses for a token $1.00 a month payment to the tornado
victimg, the care of the lawns were serviced by the city.
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and life style.

The neighborhood is, however, not free of blight.
There were several instances of abuse and neglect of
the houses, which can, probably, be attributed to the
feeling of impermanence of the reallocated people. There
were large number of automobiles in various states of
disrepair, some damaged by the tornado. A few lawns have
become parking areas or dumping areas for cars in need
of repair. Macabre-like, a few damaged cars were displayed
to highlight the devastation of the tornado. It is not
unusual to find as many as three or four cars near one
home, especially if the family is large.? This is probably
explained by the fact that many families may have had
school-age children who attended different schools in
dlspersed or widely scattered areas which necessitated
separate transportation. Often both the father and mother
worked outside the home with conflicting time schedules.
In addition, the automobile represents a middle-class
value system which is expressed through car ownership.J

In contrast to the few well-kept houses, occasionally
both the exterior and interior of the homes were dirty
and cluttered. Furniture was sometimes worn and shabby,
although almost every home contained a console {usually
color) television set, which was frequently turned on at
full volume during our interviewing,

We began to notice a change in the neighborhood's
appearance during the course of the second interview., A
number of weeks after the tornado, many families were
granted Small Business Administration disaster relief
loans. Since many of the tornado victims were uncertain
about their future plans to rebuild, even three months
after the storm, they sometimes began to purchase new,
often expensive, furniture. The appearance of expensive
furniture, in houses that were often neglected and unkept,
appeared somewhat incongruous to the interviewers.

The first impression of the neighborhood was that
of a new, sparsely settled housing area, However, as the
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tornado victims became settled and the neighborhood became
more populated, a contrast among the houses was apparent.
By the end of the study, we found the houses varying in
condition from meticulously cared for to totally dis-
arrayed. One could almost predict the permanence of the
resident by the condition of his house, although a few
of the least-cared for houses were occupied by members
of the "settled" group. By the time we left the neighbor-
hood, it had developed the appearance typical of almost
any lower middle class suburban area.

During our revisit, ten months after the tornado,
the neighborhood had become quite encumbered with trash,
garbage, and in a general state of neglect and disrepair,
There are areas or "pockets" of well-kept grounds, but
the total impression of the neighborhood is of a cluttered,
unkempt area. However, on a very recent visit, we noted
that new growth of grass and trees have considerably
improved the neighborhood.
" The neighborhood is, moreover, now alive with people,
children, pet animals, and activities which no longer seems
isolated, deserted and lonely. It now is a community of
human interaction, soun¢ and movement. (See Figures 12-
14, photographs of the Parkway area.)



FIGURE 12.

FIGURE 13.

SCENE IN PARKWAY AREA

SCENE IN PARKWAY AREA
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FIGURE 14.

MI CASITA HEADQUARTERS
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V. METHODOLOGY, ETHNIC COMPOSITION AND THEORETIC FOCUS

For the sample and methodological backdrop of our
study, we reviewed all television, newspapers, literature
and scientific engineering accounts of the storm, as well
as conversations with governmental and social welfare
agency personnel and lay people working for and in the
Parkway area, the locale of our study.l The basic data
of our research analysis, however, are derived from two
semi-structured schedules administered in personal inter-
views and a brief mailed questionnaire to the people
in our sample (see appendices). Moreover, our research
is a longitudinal study spanning a period of nine to ten
months, that is, immediately following the tornado of
May 11, 1970, three months later and nine months later.
The time intervals, we felt, would make possible an
agsgessment of the respondents' adjustment tc the now
racially-mixed neighborhood and to their new neighbors.

Qur research design constitutes a stratified sample
of 200 family units or one-fifth of the universe of a
1,000 housing units in the Parkway area. Utilizing
semi~structured schedules, these families were interviewed
by graduate research assistants under the direction of
the principal researcher. In our sample of 200 family
units, 95 or 45 per cert, were the "settled" group and
105 or 55 per cent were the "tornado" group (explained
below).,

Three months after the tornado, one~half of the
original sample, or 10C families, was reinterviewed to
ascertain change in adjustment and attitudes toward other
racial groups in the neighborhood or satisfaction with
living in this area. Lastly, we made a follow-up, by
means of 130 mailed brief questionnaires, nine months
after the tornado, partially to reinforce our original
data. We received 45 letters or 38 per cent returns to
the mailed questionnaire. (See appendices for schedules

Lo
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and questionnaire.)

In selecting respondents in the sample, our aim
was to interview every fifth house. If no one were at
home, the interviewer went to the next house, Surprisingly,
there were only a few refusals, despite the numerous
people who came to the homes with many guestions before us.
The interviewers, mentioned above, were two male graduate
students in sociology who had adeguate English-Spanish
bilingual ability. The principal researcher accompanied
these graduate students on numerous occasions during the
interviews to guide the interviewing and get a "feeling"
for the respondents, as well as to study the community
generally as participant-observer. The interviews lasted
from forty-five minutes to two hours. (See the summary
of the content of the schedules below.) It is to the
credit of the research assistants that their manner and
gracious approach were effective in establishing good
rapport with the interviewees and thus explaining, to =z
degree, the few refusals.¥® Furthermore, the interviews
themselves functioned as a kind of mental catharsis for
the many who were disturbed by the tornado and the reallo-
cation. Someone was willing to listen to what had happened
to them in the storm and what their future plans would be.

To restate, three months after the tornado, one-half
of the original sample, 100 families, were reinterviewed*¥
to assess changes in adjustment and attitudes toward their
neighbors and the now integrated community. As in the
first interviews, when no one was at home, the interviewers
continued to the next house until 100 families were

¥ This rapport was established despite many children, dogs,
cats and blaring television programs competing with the
interviewers.

¥#In the content of this study in the detailed, statistical
analysis, the 200 families are analyzed numerically and
percentagewise; however, for valid comparison, the second,
or 100 interviews data are presented only percentagewise.



L2

reinterviewed.

In summary, the schedule covered the following areas

which were pertinent to our study:

(1)

(3)

(&)

(5)

(6)

Personal data as to present and pre-tornado residence;

origin of birth and time lived in Texas and Lubbock;
ages of parents and children; furthermore, where they
were and what happened to them in the tornado (this
question was intended for information but also as

a "warming up” to establish rapport.)

Educational levelg of parents and language profi-

ciency in speaking or writing English or Spanish,
cr both.
Occupational background, previous and post-tornado,

and the difficulty or ease in obtaining a job in
Lubbock.
Transportation problems, since the Parkway area

is somewhat distant from the center of the city and
this created special difficulty for the reallocated
families.

Crganizational parsicipation by parents and children

both within and outside the community.
Adjustment to and interaction within the neighborhood--

neighborliness, social distance and interaction in
0ld and new neighborhood (questions differentiated
between "tornado” and "settled" groups.) In this
area we asked whether they had visited or been visited
by neighbors, close to them, once, twice, up to five
times. We felt that while a neighbor might visit
once to give solace and help to a tornado family

in a mood of humane action, the test of neighborli-
ness could be more effectively judged if neighborly
visite were repeated beyond the first few days
following the destructive tornado and a period of
stress.

Satisfaction with neighborhood. ILastly, included in
this large category was the sensitive area of how
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well they liked living in a "racially mixed"

néighborhood. (We feel that most of the respondents

were outspoken since rapport had been well established

by this time, although we allowed, impressionistically,

for answers given to please the interviewer,)

At the end of the schedule, the interviewer immediately
summarized his salient points and impressions of the
household just interviewed.

Ethnic Composition of Our Sample of 200 Families

The sample of 200 family units includes three groups--
Anglo, Mexican American and Negro, reflecting the tri-
partite ethnic division of the city-~comprising the
following breakdown: Anglos 48 or 24 per cent, Negro
52 or 26 per cent and Mexican American 100 or 50 per cent.
(See Table 1.)

Moreover, the sample includes those who were living
in the Parkway area before the tornado, called herein
the "settled" group and those who were reallocated to
this neighborhood after the tornado, termed the "tornado"
group. In our sample of 200 family units, the "settled"
group consisted of 95 families or 47 per cent. In a
further breakdown, the "settled" group was ethnically
composed of 22 Anglos or 11 per cent of the sample; 50
Negroes or 25 per cent, and 23 Mexican Americans or 12
per cent. On the other hand, in our sample the "tornado"
group was composed of 105 family units: 20 of whom were
Anglos or 13 per cent, two Negroes or only one per cent,
and 77 Mexican Americans or 39 per cent. Thus the largest
ethnic group in the Parkway area are now the Mexican

Americans whereas, before the tornado, the Negroes were
the largest group. Moreover, the 100 families who were
reinterviewed three months later are similarly differentiated
ethnically and as to the time of settlement, i.e. pre- or
post-tornado. (See Tables 2 and 3.)

While we attempted to interview during periods when



TABLE I

ETHNIC COMPOSITIQON, SAMPLE 200 FAMILIES: ¥SETTLED" AND "TORNADO" GROUPS
(First Interview)

"SETTLED GROUP" "TORNADO GROUP"
Number in % of Ethnic % of Settled Number in % of Ethnic % of Tornado Total of
Category  Group Com-  Group Com- Category  Group Com-  Group Com- Sample
position position o position position
No. %

Anglo 22 45.8 23.2 26 54.2 24.8 48 24
Negro 50 96.2 52.6 2 3.8 1.9 52 26
Mexican
American 23 23.0 24.2 77 77.0 73.3 100 50
Total 95 -- 100.0 105 -- 100.0 200 100

144
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TABLE 2

ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION == SECOND INTERVIEW
(100 Families)

Tornado Group Settled Group
Anglo 17 32.1% 8 17.0%
Negro 3 5e¢7 29 61.7
Mexican 33 62,2 10 21.3
American
Total 53 100.0 47 100.0
TARLE 3

COMPARISON OF ETHNIC GROUP: FIRST AND SECOND INTHERVIEWS

Tornado Group Settled Group

Pirst Second Firgt Second

Interview Interview Interview Interview
anglo 24, 8% 32.1% 23.2% 17.0%
Negro 1.9 57 52.6 61,7
Mexican 733 62,2 24,2 21.3

American

Total 106.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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both spouses were present, this was not always possible
since we had limitations and urgency relative to the
research design and time was of the essence. In about
17 per cent of the sample of 200 family units, both the
father and mother answered different parts of the schedule
or reinforced each other's responses. However, the
largest number, 54 per cent, who participated in the
interviews were the wives or female heads of the household.
Furthermore, about five per cent of the respondents were
adult children in the home., The remainder, 41 per cent,
were interviews only with the man of the home.

As can be expected, more Mexican American wives,
26 per cent, could be reached for interviewing than Negro,
11 per cent, or Anglo 17 per cent. These differences can,
partly, be accounted for by the fact that, in our sample,
more Negro women, 10.5 rer cent, work outside the home
compared to Mexican American, 7.5 per cent. The Anglo
wives, however, have the lowest group, 1.5 per cent,
working outside the home; other factors may account for
their lowest availability for interviewing¥ Relative
to the socio-~economic levels to which these ethnic groups
belong, the percentages of working mothers is comparable
to occupational differentiation in other studies. Generally,
in lower socio~economic and ethnically differentiated groups,
the Negro woman is most often the bread winner.?

Tentative Plans--Nine Months After the Tornado
Since the plans of our respondents whether they

would rebuild or move bazk to the Guadalupe area were

still uncertain about three months after the tornado,

when we reinterviewed a 100 families, we sent 130 follow-up
brief questionnaires nine monthg after the May 1lth
tornadoe. The questionnaires were mailed to the entire
group of "tornado" respondents, 105 families, and a
stratified sampling of the "settled" group, 25 families.

* See also Occupational Table, Chapter 7.
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The follow=-up questionnaire was prompted by the
development of definite plans, after many delays, for
the tornado victims, by the passage of the Federal
Disaster Bill, amounting to 2.5 million dollars.*

The bill will allow a grant to those whose homes
were badly damaged or destroyed varying in amount up to
$5,000 for rebuilding, in addition te $2,000 for their
previous lot if the City Renewal Agency buys it. The
tornado victims may rebuild in the Guadalupe area, or any
place in the city, or buy a house in the Parkway area.
Many of the reallocated families have already been given
Small Business Administration and American Red Cross
assistance. The grant will not be finally consummated
until after the house is built. The builder will be
sent a letter of the owner's eligibility for a grant
before building begins. The grant will vary, based upon
the differences between the previous property value and
the cost involved in rebuilding a good present day standard
house. To be gqualified for a grant, the owner must have
been an occupant of a single or multiple structure and
must have owned his home before the tornado.

Actually, the Urban Renewal Agency of the city began
to buy up houses and land in and near the Guadalupe area
before the tornado, and they will continue +to do go. The
former Guadalupe occupants can return if they want to and
will follow renewal plans as to purchasing remuneration,
however, controlled or delimited by the city's overall
renewal plans., Unfortunately, definite plans for tornado
victims who were previously renters had not yet been
finalized by the time we sent our questionnaires *#

The planners for the original renewal design for

*Information relative to the conditions of the grant
for rebuilding are based on an interview with Crville
Alderson, Director of the City Renewal Agency, Lubbock, Texas.

** Indications are that previous Cuadalupe renters will be
subsidized to buy or rent homes in the Parkway area.
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the Guadalupe area, where many of our respondents had
lived before the tornado, had visualized a kind of "Little
Mexico" with Mexican color and flavor which would attract
tourists and visitors, not unlike the area around the
river development in San Antonio, Texas. Orville Alderson,
Director of City Renewal, and his assistants showed and
discussed this projected ethnic-centered plan to small
groups of Mexican Americans all through the summer, after
the tornado., Interestingly, the Mexican Americans in
Lubbock rejected such a plan. They do not wani to be a
"Little Mexico" to be visited and stared at by the curious.
They want thelr privacy and the absorption into the larger
culture and the opportunities of the city where they

have lived for many years.*

A recent study of the values of Mexican Americans
in Lubbock indicates that this group, until recently rural
in background, is now bscoming urban oriented, with values
as to educational and material goals changing toward the
dominant Anglo American society.3 While these Mexican
Americans were rural, s=zasonal migratory laborers in the
recent past, today they are becoming more entrenched in
and influenced by the urban way of life.

While specific details of the plans for previous
owners are still not determined conclusively, we felt
that both ag to future esxpectations and plans, as well
as to their adjustment to the new residential area, our
questionnaire would now elicit valuable, reinforcing or
contrasting data.

The letters of explanation and the brief questionnaire
we senit by mail, nine months after the tornado, asked the
respondents regarding their future plans now that govern-
mental assistance was definite, (see appendices). These
questions were somewhat different for the "settled” in
contrast to the "tornads" group, but, basically, we

* See also the origin of our respondents, Chapter 6.
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inquired: (1) whether they planned to buy, rent, rebuild,
stay in the Parkway area, move to another part of the

city or leave Lubbock altogether, and (2) now that they
have lived in the Parkway neighborhood for a longer period
and had experienced inter-racial living, how did they

feel about this neighborhood.

As stated above, we seni the letters of explanation
and the questionnaires to all the "tornado" group in our
gample, or to all 105 family units, and to a sample of
25 family units of the "settled" group to a total of 130
questionnaires.

The selected number of the "settled" group was
smaller because we felt their adjustment would not be
as traumatic and less related to a time span as 1t was
experientially for the reallocated, "tornado" group.

Since we mailed the questionnaire rather than inter-
viewed the respondents personally, (as we did for the
first 200 interviews and second 100 reinterviews) and we
anticipated the low educational and socio-economic level
of our respondents, we did not expect a large return. *
As stated above, we received answers from 45 family units
or about 38 per cent returns, a number sufficient to
indicate the direction of adjustment over +time.

The findings of the three different research
instruments (see appendices) to assess satigsfaction or
dissatisfaction in living in a racially integrated
community are delineated in the chapters which follow
in this study.

Theoretic Focus of OQur Study
The basic focus of our research design was to assess
the adjustment of three racial groups--Anglo, Mexican

* It has been frequently pointed out in books on methodology,
in social science, research that economic and educational
levels of groups correlate with expectations of returns

to questionnaires.
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American and Negro--now integrated in one residential
area, This residential integration is unique in that

it was neither pre-planned by human action nor involved
natural ecological processes of invasion or succession.”
We theorized that race would be a significant barrier

to residential and interactional adjustment.” We theorized
further that, while race would be the most effective
variable, other variables such as low occupational
status,6 religious differences, differentials of educa-
tional levels, language barriers.7 low organizational
participation and lack of community outlets would all
contribute negatively to neighborly adjustment and
interaction.®

Furthermore, less cirect conditions but specific
to our groups, relative to adjustment and a desire to
return to the old neightorhood, would be the variable
of previous ownership of homes in a highly gemeinschaft
way of life, especially for the Mexican Americans.

A minor factor affecting adjusitment would be re-
lated to the uncertainty as to future residential plans,
that is, the temporary situation for some of our tornado
group. The uncertainty as to where they would eventually
live would make unnecessary or exclude, perhaps, close
neighborly interaction in the present area.

We further theorized that adjustment and satisfaction
with respect to living in this neighborhood would depend
upon residential experience within a time span.? In other
words, attitudinal satisfactions toward living in this
racially-mixed neighborhood would be affected by intensity
of satisfaction-«negatively or positively--with time
actually lived here. We operationally defined "negative"
as any decrease in favorable feelings about the neighbor-
hood; "positive" change was defined as any increase in
favorable feelings.

At the first flush, immediately following a tragic
disaster, when human emotions still run to very charitable
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and humane views and actions, contact with the other
racial groups would be acceptable or even novel., We
theorized that actual contacts over a time span, three

to nine months, would change the attitudes of satisfaction
negatively or positively. The change would, however,

be correlated to the gradational intensity of the earlier
attitudes toward adjustment or satisfactions with the
neighborhood and neighbors. '
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VI. NATIVE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILIES

After the tornado, on numerous occasions, this
writer heard the unkind remark from Lubbock residents,
"Why don't they send them back to Mexico?" a remark
not unlike the one used as a solution for the Negro
problem, "Why don't they send them back to Africa.” While
the remark was sometimes made with tongue in cheek, there
wag sufficient seriousnsss to sound ominous. The
researchers were, therefore, interested to learn the
country of origin and ysars of residence in Texas and/or
Lubbock of the 200 families in our sample.

Of our 200 families or respondents, only 8 or &
per cent were born in Msxico; 27 or 14 per cent were
born outside of the state of Texas but in the USA; the
largest number, 134 families or 67 per cent were born
in the state of Texas; and lastly, 30 families or 15
per cent were born in Lubbock, (see Table 4).

A further breakdown as to years of residence in
Lubbock, of those in our sample of 200, 1s revealed in
Table 5. It is notable that while the range is 1-31
years of residence in Lubbock, there is a mean and median
of 16 and 15 years, respectively.

Since the Mexican Americans comprise 100 families,
or 50 per cent of our sample, to call them "outsiders"
would, indeed, be a misrepresentation of fact and
unrealistic. Were the suggestions taken at all seriously
we would be deporting American citizens and even Lubbock
residents of many years.

As Table 4 shows, all three ethnic groups were born
predominantly in the state of Texas--among the Anglos,

26 or 54.7 per cent, among the Negroes 40 or 76.9 per cent
and among the Mexican Americans 68 or 68.0 per cent.

Furthermore, the Mexican American group have the
largest percentage, 19 or 19 per cent who were born in
Iubbock itself, with Anglos second, 7 or 14.6 per cent,

5l



TABLE 4. NATIVE ORIGIN OF FAMILIES ACCORDING TO ETHNIC
DIFFERENTIATION: ANGLOs; NEGRO, AND MEXICAN AMERICAN

Ethnic Out of Out of In in Total No.
Group U.S.A, State Texas Iubbock and % of
gample
No. % No. % No. % Noe % K A
Anglo 15 31.2 26 §4.7 7 34,6 g 24,0
Negro 7 13.5 40 76.9 5 Geb 52 26.0

Mexican 8 &.0 5 5.0 68 68,0 19 19.0 100 50.0
American

Totals 8 4.0 27 13.5 13% 67.0 31 15.5 200 100

TAbLE 5, RESIDENCE IN LUBBOCK OF THE 200 FAMILIES IN SAMPLE

No. of years Number Per Cent
Less than 1 year 8 b4
1 year 39 19
5 years 24 12
10 years 30 15
15 years 26 13
20 years' 30 15
25=30 years 18 9
31 years 25 13
Totals 200 100
Range 1-31 years

Mode 2.5 years

Mean 16 years

Median 15 years
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and Negroes third, 5 or 9.6 per cent.® Iastly, it is
intereéting to note that within the Anglo group, almost
one-third were born out of the state and only five per
cent of the Mexican Americans are outside of Texas,
(see Table 4).

These stratified data point up the facts that the
ethnic groups in the Parkway neighborhood are anything
but "foreigners" and that economic or social solutions
they face comprise our own state's and city's people.
Fortunately, in the reallocation of the families in our
study after the tornado, the city fathers showed a more
humane and realistic solution,

*The ethnic differentiation of the population of Lubbock
as a whole shows about 13 per cent Mexican American and 8
per cent Negroes in 19€5. The latter group are below the

national ratio, white to Negro. Estimates for 1970, indi-
cate Mexican Americans to have increased to 15-18 per cent

of the city's population. See also Chapter 2, history of
the city.
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VII. OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: MOTHER AND FATHER BY ETHNIC GROUP

In order to determine the general occupational distri-
bution of the sample, ten general categories were adapted
and utilized. Originally, the categories were used by
Warner and Abegglen in their study of occupational mobility.l
Also, the same basic format was modified and used for a
study of juvenile delinquency in Lubbock.? As a result,
the reliability of the categories, as indicators of
occupational status in the Iubbock and Parkway areas, has
been enhanced considerably.

Basically, each category represents a limited range
of economically related occupations. The following list
includes some examples of jobs which could fit into the
respective categoriess (1) Ungkilled-Semiskilled--yard
work, farm laborer, janitor, railroad worker, painter, and
truck driver. (2) Skilled--electrician, plumber, machine
operator and foreman, (3) Farmer--share cropper, renter
or owner. (4) Clerk--department store salesman. (5)

Minor Executive-~production manager. (6) Major Executive--
corporate management position. (7) Owner of small business--
small shop or cafe. (8) Owner of large business--large
restaurant, store, etc. (9) Professional--teacher, banker,
doctor (10) Other--this is a residual category designed to
hold occupations of members of the sample when the available
information is insufficient or when the occupation is unique
to the nine other divisions.’

Analysig and Breakdown

The percentages glven in Table 6 are computed on a
bage number of 244 individuals. Thig number exceeds the
basic 200 household sample because more than one person
worked in some households.®

The most significant aspect of the occupational analysis

*The sample represents about one-fifth of the Parkway area
inhabitants ef a 1,000 homes.
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TABLE 6. OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: MOTHER AND FATHER BY ETHNIC GROUP
Inskilled Skilled Farmer Clerk Minor
Semi-8Skilled Salesman Exscutiva
No. % NO. % No, % WO % Ho. 3
ANGLO
Father 17 6.9 15 6.1 1 L4 B 2.5 1 U
Mother 2 .8 1 U 0 0 0 a 1) D
NEGRO
Father 19 7.8 19 7.8 ] T 1.6 1 U
Mother 15 6.1 b 1.6 0 g 1 U 0 1
MEXICAN
AMERY CAN
Father 52 21.3 31 12.7 0 0 3 1.2 0 0
Mother 13 5.3 a 0 0 oz . 8 9 o
TOTAL 118 48.72 70 28,6 1 L4 1b [ 3) 7 . B
MaJor Cwner (rynar “rofas- (‘ther
Executive Small RBus—~ Larea sional
iness Business
A GLO
Father Q 0 Y 1.6 0 n 2 . 8 L 7.5
Mother 0 N 8 0 : n 9 0 iy 1
HEARO
Father 1 ) 1 U n a9 0 o i 1.5
other 0 0 2 n 0 1
MERTCONI
AR RTCAT
Father 1 B 9 M) ] i 9 1 21 RIS
other 1 0 7 q ) TN 1 8! 9
TOT AL b} ] I 2.7 il T3 1.7 2 11,5

85
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was related to the unskilled-semiskilled category. Nearly
49 per cent of the members of the household sample were
working at jobs which required no specific skills. Almost
one=-half of the sample could be clearly classified as
belonging in the lower socio-economic bracket. This is
gignificant to the focal peint of the study, the amount

of "neighborliness” felt and generated by the occupants

of the new housing area because, in previous studies,
lower socio-economic groups have proven to be prejudiced
toward ethnic groups and rigid in basic attitudes toward
gocial change, especially those close in occupational
competition.h

The Anglos represented approximately 25 per cent by
ethnic breakdown of the total sample. Of that particular
group, nearly one-third were unskilled or semi-skilled
workers. Only two women were included in the Anglo unskilled
category. Of the Negroes, who represented slightly more
than 25 per cent of the sample, about one~half were unskilled
or semi-skilled. As expected, there was a relatively
large number, 15, of Negro women employed in unskilled and
semi-skilled jobs., Mexican Americans comprised the rest
of the sample; however, nearly one-third of them were
employed as unskilled or semi-skilled laborers. In the
Mexican American group there were only 13 women.

The individuals listed in the skilled worker category
constituted slightly more than one-third of the total
sample: Anglos, 8 per cent, the Negroes, 11.5 per cent,
and Mexican Americans 15.5 per cent.

There was only one farmer, an Anglo, in the entire
category., This 1s not unusual, given the present urban
characteristics, in general, of the sample. Moreover,
in the clerk-salesman category, there were only 3 per cent
Anglos, 2.5 per cent Negroes, and 2,5 per cent Mexican
Americans, There were only two men listed as minor executives,
an Anglo and a Negro. No major executives were found. Since
the sample is fairly large, one-fifth of the population
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under study, and fairly representative, it is not likely
that any exist in the area.
There were few owners of small businesses. O0f the
five interviewed, four were Anglo and one was Negro.
No owners of large businesses were found in the sample.
It is not likely that any live in the area from which the
sample was drawn. Only three professionals were found
in the sample. Two were Anglo and one was Negro.
Several individuals were found that did not fit
any of the previous category. They were place in the
residual other category. The data, however, do not lend
themgelves to analysis because little or no qualitative
material was available regarding this group.

Basic Generalizationsg:
A definite pluralisy of the individuals interviewed
can be classified, based on their occupational status,

into the lower socio-economic groups. This one factor
is, probably, the most important in determining responses
relative to neighborliness among the three different ethnic
groups. As mentioned earlier, several studies verify the
fact that the lower classes tend to be less receptive to
ad jugtments in interpersonal relations. They also tend
to be more ethnocentric than the middle classes. The
lower class Anglos and Mexican Americans are more likely
than the Negroes to resigt the integrative effects of living
in a tri-ethnic environment.5

The Mexican Americans tended, in this sample, to cluster
in larger numbers than the other two ethnic groups into
the lowest status job category. This is basically typical
of the South Plains, Lubbock area, Numerous Mexican
Americansg who once provided unskilled migratory farm work,
up to the 1960's, have been displaced by improvemenis in
agricultural technology. As a result, they have had to
seek employment in the urban areas. Since that time, they

6

have been becoming more urbanized.
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However, at the present time, their lack of skills
afford them little opportunity for vertical, occupational
mobility. The problem of employment for the Mexican
American has been complicated by the scarcity of jobs in
general. The Lubbock area does not support enough industry
to provide an adaguate level of employment opportunities
for the lower socio-economic class. Consequently, the
Mexican Americans, who comprise a majority of the unskilled
population, also comprise a2 major portion of the unemployment
lists.

Obstacles to Employment as Perceived by the Respondents
The questions regarding obstacles to employment were

included in the interview schedule to determine if any
particular problems were perceived by the respondents them-
selves as persistent hindrances to finding work. Given

the nature of the sample, in which the groups are predomi-
nantly in the lower socio-economic and lower educational
status, certain variables were anticipated. TFor the Anglos,
the basic answer expected was lack of skills or education.
For the Negroes, discrimination and lack of education and
skills were most likely to be indicated. The Mexican
Americans, however, were expected to cite all the above
mentioned difficulties as well as the added handicap of

a language barrier.

The data in this area are not definitive; the informa-
tion in our schedules was sufficlent to indicate significant
obstacles in employment for the three ethnic groups in our
study.

Among the Anglo subjects interviewed, only 15.5 per
cent related any employment difficulty. Lack of education
and lack of skills were most frequently named as limiting
factors.

Negro subjects cited most often a lack of education
as a major prohibitive factor while lack of available
jobs and discrimination were mentioned frequently. The
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agsociation of the two latter variables was expected.

Among Mexican American respondents a lack of education
was most often mentioned as an obstacle to employment.
Whether this reflects an awareness of individual inadequacies
or merely a reflection of the dominant cultural values
is difficult to say. As a corollary, lack of skills and
lack of available jobs were often cited as occupational
barriers. Interestingly, age and disability were mentioned
by Mexican Americans as problematic over twice as frequently
ags mentioned by the two other ethnic groups.

In summary, the Anglos reported the least difficulty
in obtaining jobs, 15.5 per cent. The Negroes indicated a
greater degree of difficulty in finding jobs in all areas
than did the Anglos. The Negroes' over-all responses
regarding problems of finding employment totaled 33.7
per cent. Slightly less than one-half, 48.6 per cent, of
the Mexican Americans Interviewed indicated at least one
factor contributing to difficulty in obtaining work.

Nearly 85 per cent of the Anglos reported no problem
in obtaining employment. Sixty~six per cent of the Negroes
interviewed indicated no difficulty in finding work. Of
the Mexican Americans in the sample, 51.4 stated they had
no problem in getting jobs.

The level of difficulty reported by the respondents in
finding employment correlated closely with the mean of the
educational level achleved by each group. The Anglos, who
had the highest mean or average level of formal education,
10.2 years, had the least number of responses relative to
the difficulty in obtaining work. The Negro respondents had
a mean level of 9.8 years of education. By percentage they
had only four per cent less formal schooling than did the
Anglos. Again, however, by percentage the Negroes responded
18.3 per cent more of the time to questions regarding the
difficulty in finding employment than did the Anglos.

The Mexlcan Americans interviewed had a mean lavel
of formal education of 4.6 years. This figure is less than
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half of either the Negro or Anglo total levels of education,
Conversely, over twice the percentage of Mexican Americans
reported difficulty in finding jobs than did the Anglos.
Also, the Mexican Americans reported difficulties in
obtaining work nearly 25 per cent more of the time than
did the Negroes. These figures bear added significance
when one considers that most of the members of the three
ethnic groups interviewed are competing for jobs in the
same strata--unskilled and skilled labor. (See Table 6 of
occupational breakdown.)

Another variable related to education which concerns
primarily the Mexican Americans is the language problem.
Many are unable to read or effectively speak English. 1In
this study, although there was little direct response under
the language category, it was found that, by analyzing other
aspects of the data, several have found language to be a
problem in obtaining a job. Twenty-one per cent of the
Mexican Americans interviewed were unable to read English
at all. Several others (see Chapter 10 on language usage
barriers) were limited, in varying degrees, in their usage,
both written and spcken. It can be assumed any difficulty
in communication 1s a formidable handicap in seeking a job.

Given the emphagis in American values, related to
education and job efficiency, an employer is unlikely to
hire a man with a fourth grade education when he can get
another man with a nineth or tenth grade education for the
same wages. Ag a consequence, the Mexican Americans, who in
this sample have an average of four or five years of schooling,*
must stand third in line, as-an ethnic group, for employment
in unskilled or skilled occupations. In that context, it
can be seen that each of the ethnic groups, especially the
Mexican Americans, have perceived their positions, as they
relate to each other in terms of employabllity.

*If the young Mexican Americans are separated into age
groups, the young Mexican Americans have an average
education of eight years. See Chapter 12.
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VIII. AGE COMPOSITION AND FAMILY SIZE

One of the most siriking differences we observed among
the threeethnic groups, Anglo, Negro, and Mexican American,
was the diversity of age distribution. While the Anglos
and Mexican Americans of our sample were simllar in mean
or average age, 42,1 and 42.6 years respectively for males,
the Negroes were considerably younger, 38.4 mean years for
males. The differences became even greater when median
ages are compared: 38,8 years for Anglo males, 42.5 years
for Mexican American males, and only 33.0 years for Negro
males and females. (See Table 7.) Thus one-half of the
Negroes of our sample were younger than 33 years of age.

Mexican American Age Distribution

We interviewed a total of 403 adults in the Parkway
area whose average age wag 39.3 years, Of this number,
only 102 were Anglo, 92 were Negro and 209 were Mexican

Americans.* Most of the Mexican Americans who were
reallocated in the Parkway area had been living in the
Guadalupe neighborhood when the tornado struck. Although
the age distribution for that area before the tornado was
not known, the fact that many of the families we interviewed
had been living in the Guadalupe neighborhood, for an
extended period of time, led us to expect a relatively
larger old age population among this group than among the
other two. (See Chapter 6 on native origin of the three
ethnic groups.) Our findings revealed, however, that more
Mexican Americans were between the ages of 40 and 44 than
any other age cohort. (See Table 7.) Median ages for males
of this group was 42.5 years and 39.3 for females, indicative
of a large percentage of females still within the child-

*Although the number of families in our sample was 200,
there was more than an average of two adults in each family.
This accounts for the total of 403 adults in this analysis.
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TABLE 7
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF ADULTS BY SEX AND ETHNIC GROUP

Anglo Negro Mexican American

Male Female Male Female Male Female
Number
In Sample 50 52 bs L7 108 10l
Mean Age 42,1 139.0 38.4 34,3 h2.6 39.2
Median
Age 38.8 3703 33.0 33-0 42.5 39.3
Modal 27 &
Age 57 40.0 27,0  32.0 42,0 42,0
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bearing age range. In fact, more than 68 per cent of the
Mexican American females were under 44 years of age.

The age distribution of the Anglos whom we interviewed
was quite close to that of the Mexican Americans although
both groups were considerably older than the Negroes.
Median age for the Anglos was 38.8 and 42.5 for Mexican
Americansg, but only 33.0 for the Negroes. (See Figure 15
Age-Distribution chart.) The age difference between
Anglos and Mexican Americans was four years, while the
difference between Negroes and Mexlcan Americans was ten
years,

Anglo Famlily Size

Age differences are especilally apparent in the number
of children found in each family. Unlike the Mexican
Americans, the Anglos tended to have small families, the
largest having only six children. A smaller percentage
of Anglo than Mexican American women were of child-bearing
age, 72.5 per cent Anglo, 78.9 per cent Mexican American,
yet the Anglo families had only 2.2 children per family
as opposed to 4.3 children per Mexican American family.
Although approximately 41 per cent of the females in both
groups were younger than 34 years of age, almost twice as
many Anglo women, 23.5 per cent, as Mexican American women,
12.1 per cent, were younger than 24 years.

Negro Family Size

Although the average age of the Negroes was less than
either of the other two groups, the number of children per
family, 2.9, was considerably lower than the Mexican Americans,
4.3, and only slightly higher than the Anglos, 2.2. This
is particularly striking since 78.7 per cent of the Negro
females were in the age bearing categories while only 68
per cent of the Mexican American mothers accounted for more
than twice the number of children.* This was also reflected

*ng-bearing years are generally considered to include the
years between puberty and 44 years of age. In our study,
the youngest mother was 17, thus the range was 17-44 years.
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-

in the size of the Negro families in which the largest
number of children was only eight while at least one Mexican
American family had 13 children.

A possible explanation for this discrepancy may be
within the history of the neighborhood's development. Only
a few years before our study was begun, the area had been
completely segregated; there were only Anglo families living
there. (See neighborhood delineation above.) Eventually,
one Negro family moved into the neighborhood and "block-
busting" began. As more and more Negro families moved
into the area, increasing numbers of Anglo families moved
out. Soon there remained only scattered islands of Negro
homes and a few sometimes isolated Anglc homes. The Negroes
who moved into the neighborhood were mostly young, socially
mobile, and had attained a high educational level. The
older, more tradition-oriented Negroes were less likely to
move into the neighborhood partly because of the expense
of the houses, a learned resistance to change, and a
reluctance to invade neighborhoods previously closed %o
them. The result was a rather youthful, middle class
Negro population which appeared in our sample.

Mexican American Family Size

Of the 100 Mexican American families whom we interviewed,
only 11 had no children at home. The remaining 89 families
had an average of 4.3 children per family. Tnhis figure
reflects not only the age composition of the Mexican American
group but also the value system which favors large numbers
of children. The number of children in the Mexican American
families, whom we interviewed, ranged from as many as 13 to
as few as one or, in a few cases, none. In contrast, the
largest Negro family contained eight children while the
largest Anglo family had only six. Furthermore, Mexican
American women tended to marry at an earlier age, tegin
having children sooner, and have more children over a longer
period of time than the Anglo or Negro women,
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Discusgsion

The reasons for this rPhenomenon are many, sSome have
already been mentioned. Certainly the family orientation
of the Mexican American group perpetuates large families.
The "machismo" concept of virility and the psychological
and economic security afforded by the extended family unit
also contribute to large family size.l Since Catholicism
is the predominant religion among Mexican Americans, it is
not surprising that birth control practices have met with
registance., There is evidence, however, that increased
education may result in more liberal and receptive attitudes,
especially among the younger Mexican Americans.® Urban
sophistication in conjurction with higher educational
achievements and a decreasing primary, strong family
orientation may eventually lead to smaller family size and
fewer dependents as this Mexican American group becomes
more urbanized.>
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IX. EDUCATIONAL LEVELS AND ETHNICITY

Studies have shown that ethnic factors combine with
educational levels to strongly influence economic performance.l
That is, within a specific ethnic group, educational level
of attainment is the most precise indicator of one's occupa-
tional status and economic performance. Between ethnic
groups, however, ethnic factors account for much of the
difference in socio-economic levels. For example, a high
school graduate will lixely occupy a higher economic position
than a member of his own ethnic group with less education.
On the other hand, he may not exceed the economic level
of another ethnic group with less education.

For this reason, w= found educational attainment <o
be a highly significant factor in determining adjustment
among the three ethnic groups of our sample, Anglo, Negro
and Mexican American.

Although 200 families were interviewed, we were
primarily interested in the educational levels of both the
father and the mother. In some families elther one of the
spouses was permanently absent from the home or the person
interviewed was not an adult. This accounts for our
receiving only 372 responses rather than the expected 400.*%
Both father and mother were interviewed whenever possible.
When one or both adults were absent from the home, informa-
tion about the level of the missing adult's educational
achievement was supplied by the person interviewed. If
the unavailable member were permanently missing from the
home, no information was requested about him. If the
respondent were a student at that time or a potential
gtudent, questions of his educational achievement were
not recorded.

Responses to the question of educational level were

*In a sample of 200 families one would normally expect
to find two adults per family if the family unit were
complete, 22
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pPlaced in categories of O-4, 4-8, 8-12, 12-14, and 14-16
or more years of education completed, (see Appendix A).
Although the exact year of completed education was not
recorded, the mid-point of each category was assumed to
represent the mean or average for that category. Thus
to compute the mean educational level of the Anglos, the
number of responses within each category was multiplied by
the mid~point of that category and a cumulative total
compiled. The same procedure was used in computing the
mean years of education for each group thus enabling a
meaningful comparison to be made among the groups.
Responses were occasionally given in rather ambiguous
terms especially if the person interviewed had attended
school in another country, such as Mexico, and translation
to American academic levels was difficult, or if he had
received 1little formal education. In some cases, the
respondent may have exaggerated or amplified his educational
gtatus in an effort to escape embarrassment or to avoid
compromising himgelf before the interviewer.

Mean and Median Difference Among the Groups
Many differences among the three groups became apparent

when the groups were compared by mean or average number
of school years completed, Although the average numbers
of years combleted by all members of the sample, 372, was
only 5.1, only the Mexican American group was extremely
low, 4.6, in comparison to the Negro, 9.8 and the Anglo,
10.2. *

This discrepancy among the groups' educational levels
is, perhaps, more realistically reflected by the median
years completed since this statistic is less influenced
by the extremes of a distribution than is the mean. That

¥ It should be emphasized here that we only considered the
educational level of adults rather than children. Had we
included the achievements of children under 18, the level
would have been much higher.




YEARS OF FORMAL EDUCATION:
BY ETHNIC GROUP, MOTHER AND FATHER

TABLE 8
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is, although the average or mean years of education of
the Anglos, 10.2, was greater than the mean for the Negroes,
9.8, the median of the Anglos, 9.1, was lower than the
Negroes, 10.03. This results from the greater percentage
of Negroes with more than 12 years of education, 18.1,
compared with the smaller percentage of Anglos with more
than a high school education, 12.7.* To restate, our
analysis revealed that over one-=half of the Negroes had
more than ten years of education whereas one-half of the
Anglos we interviewed had completed less than nine years.
In the area of higher education, it is significant
that, as stated above, only 12.7 per cent of the Anglos
had attended college while 18.1 per ctent of the Negroes
had gone beyond the high school level. In other words,
although the mean educational level was higher for Anglos,
10.2 years, than for Negroes, 9.8 years, there was a much
higher percentages of Negroes with college experience than
the percentage of Anglos who had received college credit.

Anglo Educational Attainments
The mean years of education of the Anglos was higher,

10.2 per cent, than either the Negroes, 9.8 per cent, or
the Mexican Americans, 4.6 per cent. Furthermore, Anglo
females had completed more years, 10.5, than either the
Anglo males, 9.7, Negro females, 9.8, or Negro males, 9.9.
Anglo. males, however, had completed fewer average years,
9.7, than had Negro males, 9.9, or Negro females, 9.8.

All these groups considerably surpassed both Mexican
American males, 5.0, and females, 4.3,

It is gtriking that the Anglo females had completed
more average years of education, 10.5, than either Anglo
males, 9.7, or Negro males, 9.9. It is also gignificant
that the Negro females had completed more years, 9.8, than

¥ See Table 8. These percentages are the combined categories
of (1) one to two years of college, and (2) three %o four
yYears of college.
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the Anglo males.

It is the present educational trend that the females
of each group receive mcre formal education at the high
gchool level, while the trend is reversed at the college
level. This trend proved to be true in both the Anglo
and Negro groups but not in the Mexican American group.
Analysis revealed that 15.3 per cent more Anglo males than
females had attended college, while 7 per cent more Negro
males than females had college training. In the case of
the Mexican Americansg, however, the trend did not prove to
be true. Although only 3.3 per cent of the Mexican American
males had attended college, that percentage was nonetheless
2.2 per cent greater than the percentage of Mexican American
females with college experience.

Inasmuch as most Anglo males were employed in an
occupational role requiring few years of formal education,
(gsee Table 6), it is not surprising to find their mean
and median educational levels somewhat lower than that
required for higher occupational status. It is worthy of
mention, however, that the median educational level, 9.1,
was lower than the median for the state of Texas in 1960,
10,8.2

Given the occupational history and relatively advanced
ages of the Anglo group (see age distributions, Table 7},
it is not unusual to find a lower mean educational level
among Anglo males than Anglo females, Negro females, and
Negro males. It is revealing, nonetheless, to find Anglo
males with less average educational attainments occupying
gimilar jobs and housing facilities as the Negroes who have
a higher educational level. (See occupational Table 6.)

Negro Educational Levels
It has been noted that the Negroes of our sample

exceeded the other two groups in median years of education.,
Analysis revealed that a higher percentage of the Negroes
had attended college, 18.1 per cent, than either the Anglos,
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12.7 per cent, or the Mexican Americans, 2.1 per cent,
Furthermore, Negro femaleg had a higher percentage in the
highest educational category, 6.3 per cent than either the
Negro males, 4.3 per cent or the Anglo males, 4.7 per cent.

Degpite this high educational level among the Negroes,
they are underrepresented (only three persons above the
clerk-galesman cetegory) in the higher status positions.
Moreover, most of the Negro females were employed only in
the unskilled, semi-skilled and the skilled worker positions
(see occupational Table 6).

A factor which somewhat accounts for the educational
discrepancies between the Anglos and Negroes is the relative
youthfulness of the Negro population. The median age of the
Negroes, 33 years as mentioned above, was considerably less
than the Anglos, #2.6 years. Recent integrative efforts
by the school systems, increased emphasis upen education
by employers and federal encouragement of minority groups
for extended education have all contributed to an increase
in educational attainment.? 1In view of these factors, it
i1s not surprising to find a highly educated group of young
Negroes in our sample. It is somewhat revealing, however,
to find them sharing the neighborhood with members of other
ethnic groups with lower educational and goclo~economic levels.,
Although they were apparently aware that other groups might
relegate them to a low social status in spite of their
educational and occupational status, it may have been vividly
pressed upon them after they found themselves placed amidst
other ethnic groups for perhaps the first time.

Mexican American Attainments

In comparison with the Negroes, the Mexican American
group had completed an average of 5,2 yYears of education, legs
than the Negro group, 4.6 vizea-viz 9.8 years. Furthermore,
only 4.3 per cent of the Negroes had completed less than
four years of formal education while 47.5 per cent of the
Mexican Americans had terminated their education by or
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before the fourth grade. Conversely, 43.2 per cent more
Mexican Americans than Kegroes had completed less than four
years of education.

Further analysis revealed the high percentage of
Mexican Americans who had completed less than four years
of education. By combining the percentage of this group
with no education, 20.2, with the percentage of this group
with one to four years of education, 27.3, it becomes evident
that the percentage of Mexican Americans with less than
four years of education completed, 47.5 as stated above,
constitutes almost one-half of this group's educational
level. It becomes apparent that over twenty times, 27 to 1
more Anglos than Mexican Americans succeeded in going beyond
the fourth grade.

Why Such a Difference?
Reasons for this discrepancy lie partly within the area
of median age. The Negroes congtitute a much younger group,

33 years median age, than the Mexican Americans, 42 years.
While there is less difference between the median ages of
Mexican Americans, 42.5 and Anglos, 38.8, there is a
considerable discrepancy between the average educational
level of Mexican Americans, 4.6 years, and Anglos, 10.2.
The age distribution of the Mexican Americans is important
because of its effect upon their formal education.

Previous conditions relative to their possibilities to
attend school were limited when they were young and the
children of migratory laborers. Recent technological changes
in occupations in the city and region are beginning to affect
this group, occupationa’ly and educationally. They are in
transition from rural, migratory laborers, to urban occupa-
tional status.”

Several additional factors have contributed to the
lower educational achievements of the Mexican Americans.
First of all, the fact that a large number of the Mexican
Americans we interviewed were first generation immigrants
partly explains this fact. Many of them received an
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inadequate or sporadic formal education in Mexico and, later,
as the children of geasonal laborers in the United States,
their education was further inadequate or neglected.
Different value orientation toward education, lack of
legally enforced school attendance, and Anglo discrimination
have all been important factors in the low educational
aehievement of this group.

Many of the older Mexican Americans we interviewed were
first generation immigrants whose parents were born in
Mexico. Although only four per cent of our sample had been
born in Mexico (see discussion of ethnic origing, Chapter 6),
they had occasionally returned to that country during their
childhood to attend public schools where some had received
their only formal education. This presented a problem in
our attempts to assess the total amount of formal education
which they had received. In addition, it was necessary to
assume or translate that the respective levels and educational
progression in Mexico were commensurate with the United
States' educational system.

Since immigration to this country was often prompted
by economic pressures and hopes for new opportunities,
immigrants from Mexico have been predominantly of lower
socio-economic background. This accounts for the large
numbers of immigrants who worked as seasonal agricultural
laborers during the time when many of the persons we inter-
viewed were children of school age. Such transciency often
meant frequent enrocllment in many different schools during
the year and frustration and discouragement for both parent
and child., The result was very often the cessation of formal
education.*

In addition to this disruption was the language problem.
Children whose parents spoke little or no English may have
had only limited contact with the language until their

¥In recent times, educational schedules and adjustments are
being implemented by the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare for the children of migrant laborers.
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enrollment in school. If the child assisted in field work
or were kept exclugsively in the company of Spanish—speaking
companions, his opportunities to learn English were
practically non-existent before he entered school. (See
discussion of language proficiency, Chapter 10.)

The value-orientation of the Mexican immigrant, as
well as his lower socio-econcmic levels in general, tends
toward concern with the immediate and pragmatic rather than
the deferred gratification necessary for extensive education,”
Studieg have shown that competition and educational achieve-
ment are characteristically valued less among Mexican
Americans than among the Anglo culture; a factor which has
added to the Mexican American's lower educational level.
Their low valuation of education often became a self-
fulfilling prophecy.6

In addition to differing values, state laws concerning
mandatory school attendance have been changed and enforced
in varying degrees. Before 1915, there was no law requiring
public school attendance for Texas residents. Revisions of
the law in 1935 and increased enforcement greatly affected
the educational level of children of Mexican American
immigrants since the new law made it illegal to drop out
of public schools, in the state of Texas, before the age
of gixteen. It was not so much the passage of the law as
the additional enforcement which brought pressure upon
Mexican American parents to keep their children in school
much longer. Thus the new generation of Mexican Americans
is bpecoming more educated.

Finally, discrimination and prejudice within the
elassroom and the wider community have discouraged Mexican
American school attendance in the past. During the time
when there was no mandatory attendance law, these factors |
were certainly influential in encouraging Mexican American
children to leave school at an early age. All these factors
have combined in various ways to discourage school attendance
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among groups of lower soclo-economic levels and especially
among the Mexican Americans.

These problems have been accentuated by agricultural
trends in the state. As farming has become increasingly
mechanized, demands for seasonal and manuzl labor have
progressively decreased. The subsequent reduction of job
availability in agriculture has resulted in migration to
cities and urban metropolitan areas where the largest
number of Texas' Mexican American population is now located.
Most of the second and third generations and, occasionally,
even first generation Mexican Americans have shifted from
& rural to a much more urban value system.’/ The total effect
of this trend is an increasingly urbanized Mexican American
population whose younger members ars now reaching higher
educatiocnal levels. However, as to our analiyslis, the low
education level of our respondents reflects the earilier
nigratory conditions and educationaz? negloct and dissdvaniages,
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X. LANGUAGE AS A BARRIER TO ADJUSTMENT

Many factors have been identified as dysfunctional
to the adjustment of groups and individuals to new social
sltuations and we found, in the Parkway area, none to be
greater than the barrier of language. Since we found no
Negroes or Anglos in the sample who were bilingual or who
knew more than even the rudiments of the Spanish language,

- 1t became apparent that those reallocated "tornado” victims
who were unable to use the English language effectively
were faced with a unique problem.

In the Guadalupe barrio, where many of the Mexican
Americans, in our sample, previously lived, Spanish was
-considered the primary language while English was usually
spoken only secondarily.* This impression is reinforced by
2 study of the Guadalupe area conducted, in 1968, to determine
the reasons for a high Mexican American school drop~out
rate revealed that over 50 per cent of the families inter-
’iewed spoke only Spanish in the home.l (Sample size of
L00 homes.)

Many Mexican American people who knew little or no
Inglish could still function adequately within the limits
of the old neighborhood. Even the businessmen, in or near
the barrio, were likely to be at least functionally bilingual,
thus enabling Spanish-speaking residents to meet most of
their daily needs with little or no difficulty.

This observation reinforces the findings of Marden
and Meyer, Minorities in American Society (1962) which
reveal in part,

«ses0me minorities desire assimilation involving
the loss of ethnic identity. . . as in the cases
of the European immigrant peoples. However, in
the case of the people of Mexican descent, several
factors suggest the possibility of their ad just-
ment to American society on a basis of distinctive
ethnic identity with co-ordinate rather than

*From an interview with Paulina Jacobo, a knowledgeable and
life~long resident of the Guadalupe neighborhood.
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minority status.?

The factors referred to in Marden and Meyer include: (1) the
assimilation process has not advanced too far to preclude
the establishment of a separate identity for the Mexican
American; (2) an example of coordinate ethnic pluralism
already exists in New Mexico and (3) a current tendency
exists by which Mexican American groups cooperate to foster
recognition of their common identification as "la raza,"l
In summary, they have, according to Sanchez, "clung tenaciously
to their language and to other manifestations of their
senge of identit:,r."LF

Also, as Celia Heller has suggested, the Mexican
Americans have not been geographically isolated from their
original cultural as were the European immigrants.5 The
Mexican Americans have had an alternative to assimilation
or even adjustment--they may simply cross the Mexican border
and once again become a part of their old culture.

The tornado, however, created a new situation. Many
of these people were placed in a new environment where
the ability to speak English was, in many contacts, imperative.
Baged on information derived from the interviews, nearly
one~fifth of the Mexicar American families were found to
be living among neighbors with whom they could not communicate
effectively.

A great deal of the itime, the Mexican American housewife
found herself alone all day, unable to communicate in the
same language with her new neighbors and too far away from
her former neighbors to vislt or be visited. She often
expressed feelings of loneliness and isolation in her new
neighborhood and longed to return to the old Guadalupe barrio.

As previously implied, 36 or nearly 20 per cent, of our
interviews with Mexican Americans were conducted completely
in Spanish. Thirty-two or 90 per cent of those conducted
in Spanish were with women. Consistent with the findings in the
area of educational status where it was found that the Mexican
American males had an average of .7 of a year more formal
education than the Mexican American females, (see
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Table 8 of educational achievement), the men in these homes
seemed to have achieved a better speaking and practical
proficiency in the English language. This phenomenon is
most likely due to the more pervasive and intensified
contact with both written and spoken English, experienced
by the men in their jobs and other outside associations.

As we have already mentioned in other chapters of
the study, families tended to be large among this group
and, as a result, the Mexican American mother was likely
to be preoccupied with child care and, generally, isolated
within the home. She may, as a consequence, have lost or
at least not progressed in the ability to speak or use
English. The interviewers often experienced the results
of her linguistic isolation when she became verbose during
the interview., She frequently poured out her ideas, at
great length, when given the opportunity to express her
feelings to someone, in her native tongue.

During the course of the interviews conducted in
Spanish, approximately 75 per cent of the Mexican American
mothers expressed, in essence, a sincere desire 1o be
more neighborly but they were prevented from doing so because
of their language handicap.

The study revealed that, of the 183 WMexican Americans®
interviewed, 87 or 47.5 per cent, nearly one-half, had
received less than 4 years of formal education. (See Table
8 of educational achievement.) Nevertheless, of the 87
who had received less than 4 years of education, 51 or
58,6 per cent could read Spanish and 39 or 44.8 per cent
could read English. However, of the total group of 183
Mexican Americans at all educational levels, only 27.8
per cent could read Spanish and only 21.3 per cent could

*In our sample, 100 Mexican American families were inter-
viewed, This implies two adults per household or 200 Mexican
American adults, since we only asked the adults' educational
levels. Some houses, however, had one adult missing. This
accounts for tne missing 17 persons, resulting in a total

of 183 Mexican Americans instead of the expected 200,
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read English,

With reference to the ability to communicate in writing,
the figures were equally low for those who were able to
use either or both languages. Of those 87 Mexican Americans
who had completed less than 4 years of education, 42 or 48.2
per cent were able to write Spanish and 39 or 44.8 per cent
could write English. Of all 183 Mexican Americans inter-
viewed, only 42 or 23 per cent could write in Spanish and
39 or less than 22 per cent were able to write in English.

These figures describe a semi-literate Mexican American
population, almost half of which had less than an elementary
level of education. Approximately one of every four was
able to read either English or Spanish. Furthermere, almost
four of every five Mexican Americans we interviewed were
unable to write in either language., As stated above, one
can infer that language functions as a barrier to a particular
type of adjustment--the type where the Mexican American is
assimilated into the dominant culture leaving no trace of
his own heritage, or the easy neighborly process of communi-
cation through a common language.

Thug the degree to which the Mexican Americans retain
their identity as a culture may depend to a great extent on
how the dominant Anglo culture continues to react to them.

In that context, Simmong states, "Mexlcan Americans want

to be accepted as full nmembers of the larger society, dut

do not want to achieve <his at the cost of giving up
completely their cultural heritage."6 In conclusion, it

can be said that if good adjustment between NMexican Americans
and Anglo and Negro Americans is dependent upon the
eradication of cultural differences, of which language
represents a large and significant part, then the achievement
of this objective does not appear, at this time, to lie in
the near future. If, on the other hand, adjustment can be
attained in spite of cultural or language differences, then
the prospect of acceptance among the other ethnic groups
geems much more promising. At least these prospects may
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hopefully be anticipated in the Parkway neighborhood, the
locale of our research.

Interest in Adult Education

Although language barriers and lack of education are
gerious social and interactional problems, especially for
the Mexican Americans, there is an apparent awareness among
this ethnic group of the meang and possibilities to overcome
such obstacles, One of these ways is the implementation
of adult education classes in the community. We asked the
respondents in all three groups we interviewed if they
would favor such a program if it were offered at no expense
and at a convenient time. Nearly 73 or 40 per cent of the
Mexican Americans approved of the idea; similarly, over
40 per cent or 23 of the Negroes, and 17, 30 per cent,
of the Anglos expressed a desire to attend adult education
classes,

We interpreted these responses as an indication of the
cognizance of the problem by all three ethnic groups.
Explicitly, these groups expressed an increased desire to
understand and communicate with each other now that they
found themselves in the same neighborhood, They also seem
to be aware of the advantages of an increased educational
level to funetion more effectively in the dominant culture.
Not unlike national changes in ethnic expectations and
opportunities, our respondents have also become oriented
toward rising expectations relative to our society's
economic opportunities and rewards.,
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XI. ORGANIZATIONAL PARTICIPATION

In previous studies, voluntary organizational par-
ticipation among varying ethnic groups has been shown to
be an adequate indication of social adjustment.l Since
the primary focus of this study is upon patterns and levels
of adjustment in a itri-ethnic area, it seemed only logical
to include an analysis of the level and type of organiza-
tional participation.

Three basic variables which were expected to affect
the level of participation in this sample were educational
status, occupational status and the Spanish-English language
barrier. Regarding the nature of the interaction encountered
within the various organizations as it would presumably
affect the overall adjustment of the participants, it should
be noted that there has been made in another study, a positive
correlation of the range of the contact, the frequency of
the contact, and the facility of communication among the
various groups to the ease with which overall ad justment
occurred.?

In that context, it appears that the variables of
educational and occupational status would have an appreciable
effect on participation along with the Spanish-English
language barrier. Logically, communication tends to reduce
the barriers established by class or status, but if
effective communication can not occur initially, then there
is little motivation for people to group together in
organizations of any type.

Method

The data which relate to organizational participation
were broken down by ethnic group and by ascribed family
roles--father, mother, child. Questions regarding
organizational participation were limited to the Guadalupe
Center, Mi Casita,* other (mainly church), and plans for

*Cuadalupe Center and Mi Casita are multi-function family
service agencies, Mi Casita is located in the Parkway area;
Guadalupe Center is located in the old Guadalupe area where
storm damage was heavy.
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future participation. (See Table 9.)

Findings

The Mexican Americans, who had the largest population
of the three ethniec grcups, comprised, as anticipated, the
majority of participants in each of the agencies and in
church attendance (other). The most exireme example was
found in the data relating to participation in the Guadalupe
Center where 123 Mexican Americans, 98 per cent® (43 females,
49 males, 31 children)} had reported participation. Only
two Anglos, one father and one mother, and no Negroes
indicated any contact with the agency. This phenomenon
was most likely due to the extremely heavy concentration
of Mexican American families living around the Guadalupe
Center.

The level of Mexican American participation was also
very high in Mi Casita services and activities; one hundred
twenty-two individuals, 96.3 per cent (51 fathers, 54 mothers,
and 17 children), were involved in its functions. In this
agency only six Anglos (3 females, 3 males), 3.7 per cent
reported any contact with the center. Again, no Negroes
participated in any activities or recelved any services
from the agency.

All three ethnic groups reported higher levels of
participation in church activities than in secular agency
activities. By percenage, participation by the three
groups was approximate_y the same. (The population ratio
in the sample was 2:1l:_~--Mexican American:Anglo:Negro
respectively.) The nuneric totals for church participation
were ag follows: 150 Mexican Americans, LE8.8 per cent;

83 Anglos, 26.4 per cent; and 79 Negroes, 24,8 per cent.

Tt should be noted here that nearly all church participation
was segregated. Thus, again, the three ethnic groups did
not associate with each other on an organizational level.

Finally, of those planning to participate in local

# Percentages are based on total number of participants
in each agency, church and in future plans.



TABLE 9
CRGANIZATIONAL PARTICIPATION:

MOTHER, FATHER AND CHILD BY ETHNIC GROUP

9l

Anglo Negro Mexlcan
American

Guadalupe F 1 &, 0% 0 0% 43 96.0% Cumulative %
Center M1 2.0 0 0 49  98.0

Cc 0 0 0 o 31 100.0 2.0 0 98.0
Mi ) F 3 6.0 0 ¢ 51 94,0
Casita M 3 5.0 0 0 54 95.0

C 0 0 0 0 17 100.0 3,7 0 96.3
Other F 28 2644 27 25.0 52 48,6
(Church) 28 26,2 28 26,2 51 47,7

c 27 26.5 24 23.5 51 50,0 26,4 24,8 48.8B
Plan to F 6 26.6 2 9.5 13 61,9
Pertici-
pate In M 6 26.6 2 9.5 13 61.9
The C 6 30.0 2 10.0 i2 60,0 29,0 9.7 61.3
Future

Percentages based on row totals for each category.
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organizational functions in the future there were 33
Mexican Americans, 61.3 per cent, 18 Anglos, 29 per cent,
and six Negroes, 9.7 per cent. However, none of the
respondents indicated the type of agency they planned o
join, nor did they indicate plans for participation in
any integrated activities.

Conclusions

From all indications in this study no Negroes inter-
acted with any Mexican Americans in an organizational
setting. By the same token, Anglo interaction with elther
Mexican American or Negroes in an organizational setting
was negligible., For all practical purposes of analysis
the Mexican Americans dominated participation in the
secular agencies. This was primarily due to two closely
related factors, Firstly, both agencies have names of
obvious Mexican origin. The centers, in adopting the
Mexican names, appear to have been directing their services
toward the Mexican American population. Secondly, the
other inhabitants of the areas served by the agencies,
Anglos and Negroes, might have felt a certain amount of
discrimination in the predominantly Mexican American
"community," or perhaps a sense of ethnic non-involvement
with the agency as they may have judged it by its Spanish
name.,

Regardless of the causes, the fact remains that clearly
there was no interaction of any significance at the organi-
zational or associatlionzal level among the three ethnic
groups. From other studies% it hags been well established
that the lower soclo-economic strata, to which 60 per cent
of our sample belongs, (see Table 6 on occupations), tend
to have a low level of participation in organizatlons outside
their own home or ethnic group. In this study all three
groups followed that pattern practically without exception.

The educational stetus of the three groups is also
characterigtic of the lower socio-economic levels (see
Table 8 on education). These two factors are enough to
provide a reasonably steble position for assessment of
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adjustment in the area under study. However, there is
further evidence, but which relates only to the Mexican
American subculture. The heavy participation of Mexican
Americans in Mexlcan American agencies indicates a high
degree of ethnic group cohesiveness. The degree of
cohesiveness, which cannot here be objectively measured
but which nonetheless is obviously high, facilitates the
perpetuation of Mexican subcultural values, symbols and
most important, language, and as a result insulates the
group members from most of the factors critical to inter-
ethnic adjustment. It is quite possible that adjustment
could occur regardless of many of the cultural differences
that exist among the three ethnie groups, but the language
barrier (see Chapter 10 on language barrier) will prove

to be most dysfunctional and,independent of all prejudicial
factors, will provide a very significant obstacle to good
ad justment,

One final generalization regarding the relatively
constant levels of participation in each organization,
centers around the possibility of widespread involvement
of a small number of people. It is quite posgsible that
relatively few families participated in several organizations.
Assuming that increased participation would tend to raise
the level of social awareness, the participants would be
exposed to new alternatives of social behavior. The end
result would be an expanded range of activities of a few
families in a wide variety of organizations.

Religious Affiliation

Without exception, each person we interviewed professed
membership in a local church. Although the extent of
their participation in the church's organizational activities
is not known, we were able to distinguish certain trends
within each ethnic group. The Anglos, for example, all
claimed Protestant membership with the exception of one
Catholic. Baptist and Methodist affiliations predominated
while many professed membership in more emotionally expressive
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groups such as the Assembly of God or Jehovah's Witness,
both being mentioned frequently.

The Negro group expressed membership preferences
similar to the Anglos with the exception that we found
no Catholics among the former group. Each Negroc professed
Protestant membership, most often as Baptist or Methodist.

The Mexican Americans in our study, however, were
not so similar. Nineteen or 18.6 per cent of 102 Mexican
Americang interviewed professed Protestant memberships.
This is surprising since the predominant faith among
Mexican Americans has traditionally been Catholicism,

It may be that this points up assimilation and attitudinal
change among younger group members although the average
age of the Mexican American Protestants was 37.4, only
slightly younger than the average age of the group as a
whole. (See Table 7 on age distribution.)

On the whole, however, the great majority, 81.6 per
cent, of the Mexican American tornado victims whom we
interviewed had been members of the San Jose Catholic
Church in the Guadalupe neighborhood., Many of them
expressed a longing to return to the familiarity and in-
group feeling to which they had been accustomed, with the
church as the central, unifying agencyu“ The church itself
was not degtroyed by the storm, but its distance from the
Parkway area posed many problems, especially for the older
members of the community and those with inadequate or
insufficient transportation., Although another Catholic
church, Saint Patrick's, was located within a few blocks
of their new homes, many of the Mexican Americans were
reluctant to attend a new and different church. This

*Before the tornado, the San Jose Catholic Chureh and the
Guadalupe Center (settlement type) had been the focal agencies
among the Mexican Americans, according to an interview with
Paulina Jacobo, a well-known Mexican American in Lubbock,
Coincidentally, because of the protection of an overpass
trestle, the church, the school and the center were not
damaged by the tornado.
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was undoubtedly due to a wish to cling to the familiar
after the disruptive trauma of the tornado. The adjustment
which would be required in changing to a new church was
apparently frightening to some and many seemed to prefer
non~participation to the threat of re-ad justment. This

may mirror the church's cohesive and unifying influence

in the Mexican American community; its absence may prove

to be a key factor in any rapid adjustment to the new
neighborhood,
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PART THREE

XII. ATTITUDES AND ADJUSTMENTS IN A TRI-ETHNIC NEIGHBORHOOD

Education, Aze and Adjustment
We earlier discussed the correlation between education

and adjustment. A third intervening variable of age is a

significant factor relative to education and adjustment.
Studies have shown that acceptance of change, integration

advocacy, and educational attainment are highly, positively

correlated.l In general, the higher the age, the higher

the rate of prejudice, the greater the discrimination,

and the less the acceptance of untraditional views.? For

example, a desire for educational and residential integration

has been slight among southern Anglos. In fact, the 1965

Gallup poll (May 23, 1965) reported that in 1963, 61 per

cent of white southern parents would have objected to

sending their children to a school where a few of the students

were colored.> Similar discrimination, although less intense,

has been found to exist between Anglos and Mexican Americans

in regard to integration.“ Thus in areas of high educational

attainment, less prejudice, discrimination, and more tolerance

are expected to be found. Prejudice is expected to be

grealter among those with low educational levels of attainment

than among high levels.>

Age and Education
In our sample of 200 families, we found age and education

to be highly, negatively correlated within and among all
three ethnic groups. That is, the older the respondent,

the fewer were his years of formal education. This relation=-
ship varied among the three groups but was relatively
consistent with each group. Although the ethnic groups
varied considerably in both age composition and educational
attainments, in each group age and education were inversely
related. In order to present the data more clearly, we
divided each ethnic group into an older and a younger group.
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We chose the median age of each group as the dividing point.
Thus for each ethnic group we have two age categories;

one younger than the median age of that group and another
older than the median aze. (See Table 10 and Figures 16-
21), Furthermore, by considering only those below or

above the median age, w2 were able to compare statistically
the two groups in a morz meaningful way.*

We correlated the variables of age and educational
level and indicated them on six scatterplots offered in
this chapter as Figures 16-21. We plotted the educational
level of each age cohort and drew a linear regression to
indicate the trend of the correlatimaﬁ* We then computed
the Pearsonian correlation cosfficient which 1s recorded
beneath the chart to indicate the strength of the correlation.

Anglos: Age and Education

The median age of the Anglos in our sample is 42.3.
The young Anglos, less than 42,3 years of age, had completed
an average educational level of 12 years, the highest of
any age and/or ethnic group of our sample. The range of
educational level was only ten years, a reliable indication
that most respondents had completed nearly the average
number of years of education. A more accurate indication
is provided by the standard deviation about the mean of
only 1l.62 and a variancs of 2,62, (See Table 10,) 1In
other words, as Figure 16 illustrates, most responsges were
clustered about the twelve year educational level. Only
a few cagses varied extremely from the mean of twelve years.
Between the ages of 18 and 27, we found very little
variation in educational level., Most of this age category
had completed at least the twelfth grade and a few had
completed more. From ages 28 to 36 there was more variation

# We employed several measures of variability including the
range, standard deviation, and variance of each group.

*# The regression line follows point of average educational
level for a particular age cohort. Thus the average level
of education Tor each age category constitutes the point
of the regression line.



TABLE 10
AGE AND EDUCATION BY ETHNIC GROUP AND MEDIAN AGE

ANGLOS NECROLS MEXICAY AMERI CANS

la2ss 1han Yora Than Less Than “ore Than Less Than More Than

Median Are Median Are ledian Ape Median Age Median Ape Madian Aga
Average Level
of Education 12.0 3.3 11,5 9.0 8,4 3.6
Ranga b-16 b-156 5-1y4 N1-13 0-14 0-15

(10 vrs.) (12 vrs.) (9 yrs.) (13 vrs.) (1% vrs.) (15 yrs,)
Standard
Dzviation 1.682 2.84 2.98 3. 31 2,63 3.54
Variance 2.52 7.61 8,06 10.89 £.32 12.53

66
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in educational levels and a slight tendency toward less
years of education. As the ages increased toward the
median age, this tendency toward less education continues.
Thus, the young Anglo group was consistent in high
educational attainments among the young with a progressive
trend toward less consistency and less education as age
increases.

The Anglos who were older than the median age, 42.3
years, and had completed an average level of only 9.3
years, 2.7 years lesg than their youthful counierpartis.
There was a much greater variation in educational levels
(see Table 10) as the variance of 7.61 indicates.
Furthermore, the youngest of this group had completed a
relatively high educational level and, as age increased
for this group, education decreased. (See Figure 17.)

The regression line of both groups indicates the
high negative correlation between age and education. A
correlation coefficient of -.80 for the younger group and
-.83 for the older group indicates the progressive trend
toward less education with each age increase.

Thus the Anglos were relatively homogeneous educationally.
The fact that most younger members of this group had received
at least a high school degree is indicative of the increased
emphasis upon education and the often mandatory diploma for
job acceptance., Yet, the Anglos were neither as young nor
as well educated as the Negroes who represent a less
consistent group educationally than the Anglos.

Negroes: Age and Education

The Wegroes of our sample were relatively young. It
has already been discussed that the median age of this group,
33.0 years, was almost nine years less than either of the
other two groups.®# When we divided this group into those
yvounger and thoge older than the median age, several

*See discusgion of age and ethnic groups, Chapter 8 of this
paper.
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differences were revealed.

The young group of Negroes were better educated than
their older counterparts. The young group had completed
an average of 1l.5 years as compared with only nine years
for those older than 33 years. Furthermore, the young
Negroes were much less varied in their educational
attainments than were the older group, The standard
deviation about the mean of the young group was 2,06 with
a variance of 4.24 whilz the standard deviation of the
older group was 3.31 with a variance of 10.89. This
indicates that the younger group was much more alike in
its educational attainments with less range of achilevement
than the older group.

It is sigﬂificant that neither of the Negro age groups
was as highly, negatively correlated by age and education
as either of the other two ethnic groups. The younger
Negroes had only a -.54 correlation and the older group
had a -.48 correlation. (See Figures 18 and 19.) This
indicates a somewhat weaker correlation than might be
expected in comparison with the other ethnic groups. Upon
closer observation, however, it becomes apparent that an
increase in age does not predict a decrease in educational
level as closely., This is partly due to the youthful
compogition of this ethnic group which finds many of its
members among those affected by mandatory school attendance
and recently emphasized higher education.®* Also, the group
is predominantly urban and many of 1lts members are young
“enough to have escaped =he rural value system of the older
generation who may have migrated to the city from rural
areas. We also mentioned earlier that the Parkway area was
one of the few integrated housing areas in the city and,
consequently, we found Negrces of middle and upper middle
socio-economic status who were, to a degree, forced to
locate in this area while the Anglos were able to move

¥ 3ee discussion of Negro educational achievements, Chapter 9.
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away if they wished. Thus educational and socio-economic
levels were less commensurate for many members of this
group.

It should be noted that there is only a slight decrease
in educational level with increased age among the younger
Negroes. Among the older group, however, there is a much
more marked decline in educational attainment as a function
of age increase.

Although the Negro group showed less negative correlation
between age and education, they represent a more homogeneous
group educationally than the Mexican American group. They
are generally highly educated with an overall group average
attainment of 9.9 years, with 11.5 average years of education
for the younger group and 9.0 years for the older group.

The Mexican American group 1s an entirely different story.

Mexican Americans: Age and Education

We found more contrast between the age categories of
this group than either of the other two. As a group, the
Mexican Americans had attained an average educational level
of only 5.3 years. In spite of this rather low figure,
the younger group, less than the median age of 42.3 years,
had completed an average of 8.4 years (see Table 10}, The
older group, in comparison, had completed an average of
only 3.6 years, a difference of 4.8 or a difference of
almost five years between the two age categories. Thus
we found a youthful Mexican American group of nmuch more
education than the older group. However, the lack of
educational attainments of this group is evident. Even
though the younger Mexican Americans had received two and
one=-half times the formal education of the older members
of this group, the level of achievement of the younger
group was still lower than any other age cohort of elther
of the two other ethnic groups. (See Table 10.) The
level of 8.4 for. the younger Mexican Americans is .4
years less than the older Negroes and .9 years less than
the older Anglos. In comparison with thelr own age cohorts,
the Mexican Americans attained 3.1 years less than the
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Negroes and 3.6 years less than the Anglos of the same
.age category.

The Mexican Americans presented a wider variation
of educational levels than either of the other two ethnic
groups. The older group was the most varied of any group
(see Table 10) with a standard deviation of 3.54 and a
variance of 12.53. The younger Mexican American group
was somewhat less diverse with a variance of 6.92 and a
standard deviation of 2.63. (See Figures 20 and 21.)

The younger group presented a high negative correlation
between age and educational level, -.82, The older group
showed only a =,52 correlation. Thus for the group who
were younger than the median age, generally, the younger
the age, the higher the predicted educational level. The
older group tended to be consistently low in educational
attainments and, consequently, the regression line indicates
neither increase nor decrease in educational level as age
increases. Thus the reason for the relatively low correlation
coefficient is explained by this consistency of low
education of the older group.

The Mexican Americans are low in educational achieve-
ments as a group, yet the contrast between the two age
categories indicates the trend toward higher educational
attainments. With more education we may expect an increase
in social and economic status, job cpportunity, and the
consequent decline of ethnic and racial prejudice.

In sum, among the three ethnic groups of our study,
there was a generally high, negative correlation between
age and educational level. The older Mexican Americans were
the lowest in educational achievements and exhibited the
greatest variance of years completed in education. The
younger Anglos were the most highly educated of the age
cohorts and ethnic groups, and they also showed the least
amount of variance about the mean educational level. The
Negroes of both age categories were comparatively more
highly educated and displayed little diversity in the
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general pattern of high educational attainments.

Thus the Anglos were relatively highly educated, the
Negroes ranked second, and the Mexican Americans third
in educational attainments. Considered by age cohorts,
however, the younger members of each ethnic group were
better educated than the older members.
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XIIT. ETHNIC RELATIONS AND PREJUDICE

In our study we were interested in the adjustment
patierns of three different ethnic groups: Anglo, Negro
and Mexican Americans. We observed the influence of several
independent variables upon this dependent variable of
adjustment such as language, ethnicity (race), occupational
status, etc. We have already discussed the direct influence
of many such variables upon adjustment; it will be helpful
now to indicate a few of the interrelationships among the
dependent variables,

Pre judice has been defined as "a covert attitude or
feeling, positive or negative, which is expressed through
discriminatory acts."l It has been suggested that prejudice
is the result of frustration caused by a blocked goal.

The "scapegoat" hypothesis is derived from such displaced
agegression. Other theories assume that limited goods,
invidiously distributed, produce prejudice. Simpson and
Yinger cite the cultural heritage as the source of prejudice.2
Regardless of the hypothesis, discriminatory acts and
statements are evidence of prejudice which directly affects
the adjustment of any ethnic group.

Discrimination and prejudice are highly correlated
with the adequacy of ethnic relations. Recent studies have
shown that, indeed, prejudice is a highly significant
factor in predicting the adjustment of minority groups as
well as attitudes relative to integration.3 Also, since
race and prejudice are very often juxtaposed as to be
almost synonomous, there ig little necessity to indicate
the interrelationship between these two variables.

Inasmuch as each of the three groups in our study
are racially homogeneous, we may discuss each in terms
of their particular attitudes.¥ Therefore, the amount of

*Although there were occasional relatively wide ranges of
scores for a particular variable, the overall variation
among each group was rather small and the groups were very
similar in almost every respect.

109



110

raclal prejudice exhi®ited by a group is unique with that
group. One such factor is the language barrier. Since a
language difference exists only for the Mexican Americans
in our study, it is a unique problem with to  group.
Since the language barrier inhibits communication, re-
searchers such as Bracey have found a high positive
correlation between prejudice and a language barrier, o
even in cases of a common language, if there is little

or no communication among neighbors. Since the language
barrier inhibits communication, suspicion and distrust
follow.u These problems are amplified when there is no
possibility of conversztion and the result may, consegquently,

The language barrier was evident in the large percentage

be fear and prejudice.

of Mexican Americans of our sample who were unable to

read or write English, 78 per cent. Furthermore, we found
many cases of Mexican Americans who were unable toc express
themselves adequately in spoken English.

Yet, in spite of this barrier, this group appears to
have been best able to adjust. It seems that the other two
groups became disgsatisfied with the neighborhood because
they were unable to communicate with their new neighbors
rather than the converse, Thus, rather than the Mexican
Americans becoming dissatisfied with their neighbors
because of the language barrier, their neighbors develoved
negative attitudes and prejudices toward the Mexican
Americans because of this barrier.¥* We asked members of
all three groups what they either liked or disliked about
the neighborhood, In gimilar expressions, we heard nine
Anglos remark:

"7 can't tell what they (the Mexican American
neighbors) are saying, and I'm always afraid
they're talking about me."

A number of Negroes stated:

"I don't mind having new neighbors, but I
wish I had one I could visit and talk with.,"

*#See discussion of attitudinal adjustment, Chapter 1&4.
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Ianguage created, thus, a problem of adjustment among
all three ethnic groups but, apparently, no greater among
the Mexican Americans than among the other two groups.

Prejudice and Social Participation

It has been shown that organizational participation and
racial prejudice are negatively correlated.? That is, the
more often one participates in organized interaction, the
less likely he is to be prejudiced. It has also been shown
that high participation is primary group structures has
significantly less effect upon prejudiced attitudes than
does participation in secondary organizations.8 Thus
prejudice is most likely to occur where social contact is

limited to one's primary group.

Similarly, frequency of contact and proximity of
living quarters have been found to be negatively related
to prejudice.9 Finally, the range of organizational contacts
has been shown to be negatively related to prejudice,10

To restate, prejudice is negatively related to
organizational participation, (especially secondary
organizations) frequency of contact, and proximity of
living quarters. Therefore, as each of the latter variables
increase in intensity, prejudice decreases; as social
distance decreases, prejudice declines.

In our study, we found that the language barrier
inhibited the frequency of contacts among Mexican Americans
in regard to the other two groups. Among Negroes and Anglos,
frequency of social interaction proved to be negatively
related to racial prejudice. We found only two instances
of overt discrimination, both of which were Anglo against
Negro. Generally, however, increased interaction resulted
in greater empathy and understanding among groups. In each
instance of overt prejudice, there had been a minimum of
social contact between the parties and this was usually in
the form of a confrontation. Other instances were based
upon gossip or unfounded tales of other-group misbehavior.

We found that most, 86 per cent, of the communi ty
members belonged to only one formal organization which was
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usually a church. The Anglos participated most often in
formal organizations, Negroes were the next most active
participants, and Mexican Americans joined the fewest
organizations. However, for organizations whose membership
was drawn largely from only one ethnic group, such as

Mi Casita or the Catholic church, naturally, the organizational
participation was predominantly of that ethnic group.

The Mexican Americans of our sample were, therefore,
typical of the larger Mexican American population of the
United States. It has been found that although "scores”
of Mexican American organizations exist with membership
limited to that ethnic group, membership is characteristically
composed of & nucleus of members who appear repeatedly on
the rosters of many organizations.ll That is, only a small
number concurrently comprise the active membership of
several organizations. Thus as a group, the Mexican
Americans are organizationally inactive, i.e. in formal
agssociations or reluctant to join. Or, it may be a family
or culture pattern of not belonging. That is, other studies
have shown that the kitchen may serve as the nucleus of
visits and group participation among poorer economic groups.l2
Belonging to voluntary organizations is also a matter of
time, distance, and money which the peovle do not have in
abundance.,

Regarding membership in organizations of dominant
culture, it has been shown that Anglo attitudes in the
Southwest are significantly more receptive to Mexican
American than to Negro membership.13 Therefore, although
the Negroes may have experienced more barriers to organiza-
tional participation, they join their own organizations
more readily than the Mexican Americans. The Mexican
Americans, conversely, have more organizational avenues
available to them, because of less exclusions in Anglo
groups, yet they join fewer organizations than the Negroes.

This phencmenon may be explained, at least partly,
by the different value systems. We discussed earller in
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this paper the middle class orientation of the Negroes.
The Mexican American group is traditionally less motivated
to join and,hence, have fewer middle class values.

The nature of the organization's structure is highly
related to its membership. For example, formal organiza-
tions (such as the American Red Cross) have been found
to be more efficacious ‘in disaster situations yet informal,
less efficient but more personalized organizations (such
as the Salvation Army) were more favorably received and
remembered by those whom they served. ¥ The disaster
victims remembered not the efficient housing and food
given but the hand that gave the coffee and doughnuts.

Also, the patitern of formal organizational participation

is greater and more frequent among middle than lower classes;
the lower class members, consequently, of each ethnic group
are less likely to belong to formal organizations. Since
class values follow ethnic as well as economic lines, it is
not surprising that organizational membership should be
higher among Anglos and Negroes than among Mexican Americans.

In summary, we found the language barrier to be 2
slgnificant factor relative to prejudice between the Mexican
Americans and the other two groups. Proximity cof residence,
however, appears to have been positively related to neighbor-
liness and adjustment, while frequency and range of social
interaction enhanced adjustment for all three g£roups.
Although participation in formal organizations has been
found to be negatively related to prejudice, Anglos have
been more receptive to Mexican Americans rather than to
Negroes. In spite of this, we found a great number of
discriminatory statements by the Anglos directed at Mexican
Americans. In these cases, prejudice appears to have been
negatively related to social interaction and communication
among all three groups.
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XIV. SATISFACTIONS: LIVING IN AN INTEGRATED NEIGHBORHOOD

One section of the interview schedule included questions
to assess the respondents' feelings about living in a racially
integrated neighborhood. The questions were made open-
ended to provide for additional information in areas where
quantitative "yes" or "no" types of inquiries were inade-
quate. Sensitive questions regarding race relations were
asked near the end of the interview after good rapport had
been established. Nevertheless, 23 of the interviewees
chose to give ambiguous answers, or not to answer at all.

The questions seemed to invite and evoke a wide range of
responses which included not only the subject of integration,
but a whole variety of complaints and evaluations regarding
the general state of affairs in the Parkway area.

Both the favorable and unfavorable responses received
from the sample were categorized according to ethnic
group in order to determine and compare each group's reaction
to living in an integrated environment. The unsolicited
responses regarding other aspects of the neighborhood were
directed primarily toward its physical condition.

Favorable Responses

Eight of the Mexican Americans said they were
accustomed to iiving with Anglos and did not mind living
in the integrated neighborhood. Four reported they enjoyed
living with other ethnic groups because they felt their
children could learn with greater ease to speak English.
The other most typical response given by the Mexican
Americans was, to the effect, that they liked living in
an integrated neighborhood because they had a greater
opportunity to meet other kinds of people. Sixteen, or
29 per cent, of the Mexican Americans who responded tc the
gquestions relative to integration gave favoravble answers.

Ten of the Anglos, 30 per cent of those who answered
the integration questions, gave favorable responses., Four
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Anglos said they were glad that their children had the
opportunity to play with children from different ethnic
groups. Three Anglos indicated satisfaction with the
integration because they were able to see, for the first
time, how other ethnic groups lived. One of the most
notable remarks, made by an Anglo, was, "We are fortunate
to live in an area such as this so we can prepare our child
for reality in an integrated setting.”

The Negroes, on the whole, had the largest number, 22,
and highest percentage, 66.6, of the three ethnic groups,
of favorable replies to living in an integrated neighborhood.
This may have been due, in part, to an occasional "Uncle
Tom" type response. Also, many of the Negroes chose to live
in the Parkway area long before the influx created by the
tornado. Other factors affecting the Negro's level of
acceptance of the integrated conditions included, a relatively
high occupational level as compared to the other two groups
in our sample and especially a higher than average level
of formal education. In previous studies where the conditions
mentioned here were given, the level of acceptance expressed
by Negroes for integrated situations was also very high.l

The more frequent and typical answers given by Negroes
in response to the guestions related to integration were:
"It's no different than living in a segregated neighborhood" --
"Living here provides an opportunity for different kinds
of people to get along together" -~ "The children are becoming
accustomed to all groups.,"*

Unfavorable Responses

Regarding unfavorable responses to living in an inte-
grated neighborhood, the limited numerical breakdown by
ethnic groups is as follows: 11 Mexican American--25.9
per cent, 7 Anglo~-~10.0 per cent, 2 Negro, 1.6 per cent.

One of the most frequent responses given by Anglo and

"The responses given above represent a general summary of
the 22 Negro responses.
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Mexican American women was, to the effect, they were afraid
of Negro men. Stated in several different ways, another
very popular reply was, there needs to be more racial
balance in the neighborhood. Responses of that type usually
came from members of a household who were isoclated in a
block occupied primarily by members of other ethnic groups.
Several Mexican Americans sitated their preference for an

gll "Chicano" neighbornood. They would rather have neighbors,
as in their o0ld neighbosrhood in Guadalupe, who spoke the

same language. The Mexican Americans seemed, more than

the other two groups, to be more free in expressing their
overt feelings of resentment. The Anglos were more guarded
than the other two groups in their expressions of dislike
for the integrated situation, It was clear, however, that
some of them resented the arbitrary integration of the

area. An additional point of dissatisfaction for the Anglos
was the implication of other racial groups meant that they
were now of the same lower economic status which has been
associated with the Parkway area. Typically, the Negroes

in the sample gave ambiguous replies instead of negative
responses.

Several responses were given by the members of the
sample which were not directly related to the question of
feelings about living in an integrated neighborhood, but
were considered important enough to include under this
crapter. Much of the information relates to the location
of the neighborhood. For example, there were 15 comments
relating to the distance of the area from the downtown.

One person said he liked living in the Parkway area
because it was quiet and far from the "hub-bub” of the
city. Six others, however, felt that the new area was
inconvenient, as it was too far from their places of
employment, their favcrite shopping centers and thelr
old friends. Four said they felt they had lost a sense
of "home"™ which had been experienced in the old areas.

As a result, many were reluctant to associate with their
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new neighbors and would, whenever possible, return to the
old areas to visit their friends.

A few of the families, four, who were already settled
in the Parkway area before the tornado victims moved in,
made remarks to the effect that the neighborhood was )
improved. It was no longer so vacant and lonely as there
were many more people with whom to make friends. On the
other hand, there were seven established residents of this
area who deeply resented the fact that the newcomers, the
storm victims, were able to purchase the same quality homes
for a greatly reduced price. Both the price of tne houses
and amortization seemed inequitable to them. One interviewee
suggested that the houses should be the same price for the
settled and the storm victims with, however, a longer
amortization period for the latter group.

Still other remarks were directed toward the services
and facilities provided for the area. A few people com-
plained about the poor trash collection service, while
others were upset about not getting new fences built around
their yards. Several of the people interviewed who hag
small children were concerned about the lack of play areas
in the neighborhood.

On the whole, however, the respondents seemed to be
generally satisfied with the physical state of affairs
in the neighborhood. The variety of lesser complaints were
to be expected, given the seemingly deserted condition of
the houses in thig area before the storm victims moved in.
Furthermore, there had been wide-spread, although minor,
vandalism in the area. Also, the vacant houses had suffered
a normal amount of weathering and were much in need of
minor repairs and refinishing.,
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XV. ATTITUDES TOWARD LIVING IN THE PARKWAY NEIGHBORHOOD

A Quantitative Analysis

In the earlier discussion of our theoretic approach,
we outlined several areag in which we expected change to
occur during the course of the study. One of these
areas involves the feelings toward living in the community
among both the permanent, settled members of the Parkway
neighborhood and those tornado victims who were moved there
after the storm.

We mentioned earlier that many of the tornado victims
had formerly lived in the Guadalupe "barrio" where kinship
ties, ethnic similarities, and common backgrounds had
created strong feelings of togetherness among the communi ty
members. We were interested in determining whether or
not these same feelings of unity would be reestablished
in the new neighborhood. The "gsettled" or former members
of the Parkway area, we predicfed, had been relatively
satisfied with their neighborhood at the time of the
reallocation of tornado victims into their midst. Thus
we anticipated a situation in which both the "tornado"
and "settled" groups, accustomed to frequent interaction
and an attitude of sharing, were suddenly confronted with
unfamiliar neighbors, in many cases from different socio-
economic and ethnic backgrounds. We were, therefore,
keenly interested in observing the subsequent ad justment
process.,

The process of adjustment involves changes in attitude,
bothpositively and negatively. Por the purposes of this
discussion, a positive change is considered to be any change
in attitude that may be regarded as an increase in favorable
feelings about the neighborhood. Similarly, a negative
change is any decrease in favorable feelings‘about the
neighborhood.

We theorized that, at first, contact with the other
racial groups would be acceptable or even novel and

121



122

attractive, especially when sympathy ran high for the tornade
victims. We theorized that actual contacts over a time
span, three to nine menths, would, however, change the
attitudes of satisfaction negatively or positively. The
change would, however, be correlated to the gradational
intensity of the earlier attitudes toward adjusiment or
satisfactions with the neighborhood and neighbors. For
this reason, we expected to find propitious responses to
our first interviews, administered to 200 families of both
the "tornado” victims and the "settled" group immediately
following the storm., We asked the 200 members of both
groups how they liked living in this neighborhood. We
reinterviewed one-half of the 200 subjects some three
months later and asked them how they liked the neighborhood
in an effort to determine the degree of positive or negative
attitudinal change which had occurred during that time.
Finally, we selected a sample of 130 of the original
respondents (all or 105 of the "tornado" and 30 of the
"settled" group) and asked them, by means of a mailed
questionnaire, how they liked living in their new neighbor-
hood, covering a period from five to six months after the
second interview., Thus we witnessed the adjustment and
attitudinal change of selected subjects throughout a

period of about nine months. The findings are recorded

in Tables 11, 12 and 13.

Attitudinal Changes
At the end of ocur first schedule, after we had

established effective rapport, we asked the question,

"How much do you like living here?" Responses were
recorded within a categorical gradation including the
possibilities of "like very much," "like much," "dislike
much,” and "dislike very much," * At the time of our second

# we omlitted "indifferent" or "don't know" since we felt

our respondents would find it too easy to use this category.
However, gsome volunteered such an answer, and we did record
their replies.
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interview, three months later, we asked the question:
*Now that you have lived here a few months, do you like
living here?" Responses tothis question were placed into
gradational categories of "better,” "same,” "don't know,"
and "worse.” Thus we were able to assess the inltial
feelings ot the respondents toward their neighbors and
to ascertain the number of direction of attitudinal change,
between the time of the first and second interviews, for
both the total number of respondents and for each individual.
Analysis revealed several quantitative changes which
occurred between the times of our first and second inter=
views, recorded in Table 12. The attitudinal changes for
individual cases, however, are shown in Table 13, page 132.
These different tables were necessary because the total
number of satisfied respondents may ha.e been no greater,
at the time of the second interviews in several individual
cases attitudinal changes did occur. Thus if the number
of positive attitudinal changes recorded were the same
as the number of negative changes, the cumulative results
would show that no quantitative change had occurred
even though there had been a change in some individual cases.
For this reason, Table 13 is included to show the type
and degree of change for each individual.
Before discussing the attitudinal changes among
the three groups, it will be helpful to indicate again
the ethnic composition of the Parkway neighborhood before
the tornado victims were reallocated. We may infer, from
the 95 families of the "settled" group in our sample,
that the population of the Parkway area before the tornado
was predominately Nezro with a small percentage of Anglo
and Mexican American families. Of the "settled" group
in our sample, we found that 50 or 52 per cent were Negroes,
22 or 23.2 per cent Anglos, and 23 or 24,2 per cent
Mexican Americans.
These figures are significant since, in contrast, in
our sample of the "tornado" group, 77 or 73.5 per cent,
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were Mexican American. Our impression is that the immediate
affect of such a radical residential redistribution was the
development of an attitude of acceptance or indifference
relative to an emergency situation. After a period of
living together, however, this attitude changed, in some
cases to a feeling of resentment or even hostility.

Attitudes of Anglos

There appears to have been a negative attitudinal
change, i.e. liked less, in all groups between the time
of our first and second interviews. One of the most
pronounced changes occurred among the adult Anglo
population, At the time of the first interview, (based
on 200 respondents) 39 Anglos or 81.2 per cent, liked
living in the community while only 9 or 18.7 per cent
disliked the area.

By the time of the second interview, however, (based
upon 100 respondents) only 57.7 per cent of the Anglos
were satisfied while 42.3 per cent were dissatisfied.
There were, subsequently, 23.5 per cent, or nearly one-
fourth of the Anglos, whose attitudes had changed negatively.
Our analysis revealed that attitudinal change was related
to the intensity of liking to 1live in this neighborhood.
Thus it is significant to note that this negative change
is most evident in the "like much" category where 16 or
33.3 per cent of Anglo respondents fell, at the time of
the first interview. At the second interview, this
category contained only 11.5 per cent of the respondents,
reflecting the uncertain feelings of the Anglos at the
first interview.

For example, some Anglo responses at the time of the
first interview. were:

"They (Negro or Mexican American neighbors) don't
bother me ard I don't bother them."

"We seldom see each other and, consequently, we
get along just fine.”

However, thaese same respondents stated, at the second
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interview,
"T don't want my kids playing with his kids.”
"We've had to call the police to make him quit
making so much noise.”

However, the number of Anglos who "liked very much"
living in this neighborhood remained relatively unchanged
during both interviews. This is, probably, due to the
fact that a number of Anglos (in our sample, 22 families
or nearly one~fourth) were living in the community when
the tornado victims were reallocated there. Since only
a few of the Anglo families we interviewed were tornado
victims, most responses of the Anglos reflect the attitude
of the "settled" group. (See Table 11.) That is, there
appears to have been a feeling of indifference or tacit
acceptance of the tornado victims by the settled group.
This feeling may have been attenuated by the ensuing social
contacts which occurred during the following months.

The subsequent, growing feelings of intrusion and
displeasure are expressed in the negative responses revealed
in the second interview, Thus almost one-~fourth, 23.6
per cent, of the Anglos changed their feelings from an
attitude of indifference or acceptance to one of displeasure
between the first and second interviews. (See Table 12,)

Attitudes of Negroes

Of our total gample of 200 families, the adult Negroes
exhibited less attitudinal change than either of the other
two groups, Anglo and Mexican Americans, after the three
month period between the first and second interviews. Among
the Negroes in our sample, almost all, 48 or 92.3 per cent,
declared their satisfaction with the neighborhood at the
time of the first interview. Less than a fifth, 19..4 per
cent, were dissatisfied when we asked them the second time.
Thus only 8.5 per cent of all the Negro families we inter=
viewed had become dissatisfied between the time of the two
interviews. {See Table 12,)

An explanation of the Negro group's satisfaction
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probably lies in the fact that only two Negro families,
less than two per cent of our sample of "tornado” victims,
were reallocated, as a result of the tornado. In other
words, almost all the Negro families we interviewed had
peen living in the Parkway area at the time of the tornado.
They had chosen to live here and were settled families
who had become well adjusted to their neighborhood. The
gudden introduction of new and different neighbors into
their midst was, probably, received as a temporary in-
cenvenience and possibly placed the settled families in
the position of "host" to the tornado vietims.

It is significant that, among the Negroes as well as
the Anglos, the category in which most attitudinal change
occurred was among those who were only moderately satisfied
with the neighborhood. The Negroes who stated that they
were "very satisfied," at the time of the first interview,
tended to give the same response at the second interviews;
their gradational sense of satisfaction did not change.,

To restate, those persons who were "uncertain” about

their feelings, at the time of the first interview,

changed their attitudes negatively by the time of the

second interview, Those who were "very satisfied" initially
tended to maintain the same attitude for the duration

of our study. The intensity or degree of satisfaction
affected attitudinal changes.

Attitudes of Mexican Americans

We found a similar change in attitude among the Mexican
Americans. {(See Table 12.) When we first interviewed them,
almost all, 92 or 92.0 per cent, said that they were
satisfied with the new neighborhood. However, by the time
of our second interview, three months later, only 79.5
per cent liked the community. In other words, 1ll.5 per
cent had changed their minds negatively after three months.
Moreover, no member of this group initially disliked the
community "very much," but nine per cent had developed that
attitude at the time of our second interview. Furthermore,
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although there was a more than 11 per cent negative
attitudinal change among this group, between the first
and second interviews, there were seven per cent more who
stated that they liked the neighborhood "very much," at
the second interview. Thus, although there was an
apparently negative attitudinal change for the Mexican
American respondents as a group, i.e. from 92.0 to 79.5
per cent, there was an increased percentage of individuals
who "liked the neighborhood very much,” from 50.0 to 52,2
per cent. (See Table 12.)

The changes of attitude among the Mexican Americans
were, probably, due to the initial gratitude most of them
felt in just being alive and having a place to live. As
time passed, however, the feeling of gratitude may have
been superceded by either a feeling of genuine acceptance
of others as their new and, probably, permanent neighbors
or, negatively, by a growing fear or antagonistic reaction
to a new situation. The former represents a positive
attitudinal change; the latter a negative one.

In all three groups there appears to have been a large
numb2r who were relatively uncertain about their feelings
toward their neighbors. These people typically responded,
"live and let live," as long as they were not bothered by
their neighbors. In many cases, however, they were forced
to interact with their racially different neighbors,
sometimes in undesired circumstances. For example, implying
another racial group, children were often cited as a source
of conflict. One lady complained of her child's persecution
from neighboring children. Another complained of children
having teased her dog unnecessarily. Still another declared
that her daughter had been harassed by groups of neighbor-
hood boys. Such incidents (or rumors of such incidents)
served to reinforce preconceived fears and prejudice,
reflected in negative changes of attitudes.

In summary, it appears that all three ethnic groups
of our sample experienced negative attitudinal changes
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during the three month interval if their initial attitudes
were uncertain immediately after the tornado. The greatest
amount of negative change occurred among the Anglos, less
among the Mexican Americans, and least among the Negroes.
In all three groups, the greatest amount of change occurred
among those who were cnly mildly satisfied or slightly
digsatisfied rather than among those whose feelings were
very strong either positively or negatively. Specifically,
those whose attitudes were gradationally at the upper
level, i.e. "liked very much" or "disliked very much" did
not change their strorg views after their three months'’
experience in a racially integrated neighborhood.

Qualitative Analysis

Although quantitative data such as we have been
describing may serve to highlight areas of change in the
gample as & whole, there are many changes which occur
and are not reflected in the guantitative accumulation
of responses. One of these is the change in an individual's
attitude between interviews and over a period of time.

Such a qualitative analysis revealed atititudinal change
of individuals between the time of the first and second
interviews.,

The data represent the responses of the 200 families
of our sample and are recorded in Table 13. As we have
done previously, each ethnic group will be analyzed separately
to facilitate comparison among the three groups. Also,
since we reinterviewed only one-half of the original 200
families, our qualitative data are relative to the 100
families.

Anglo Adults: Qualitative Responses

There was no positive change among the Anglo adults
after a period of three months. It should be remembered
that by positive change we mean any attitudinal alteration
in the direction of a more favorable feeling, regardless
of the original attitude. A negative change is the converse.
Thus & change of attitude from "dislike very much" to a
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feeling of "dislike much" is, nonetheless, a gradational
positive change because 1t represents a more favorable
attitude than the original feeling.

Although no Anglo adult, as an individual, experienced
a positive attitudinal change, only four or 16 per cent
had a negative alteration of feeling. The vast majority,
22 or 84 per cent, ex@erienced no change of attitude between
the times of the two interviews. This is an apparent
contradiction of the quantitative findings discussed above
(see Table 12) where there was an increase of negative
responses from 18,7 per cent at the first interview to
42.3 per cent at the second session. It is ironic because
it would appear that the qualitative evidence belies the
quantitative data. A closer look at the two tables, however,
will clarify this seeming contradiction.

In our discussion of quantitative changes, we hypothesized
that the respondents who were most likely to experience a
negative attitudinal change were those who were somewhat
indifferent at the time of the first interview. We
previously inferred that these ambivalent subjects were
responsible for the large shift in responses from "like
much” to the "diglike much" categories at the second
interview., That is, those subjects who were indifferent
at the first interview became definitely dissatisfied with
the passing of time. Thus rather than negating this
hypothesis, the qualitative evidence seems to confirm it.

Analysis of both the quantitative and gqualitative
data revealed that the feelings and attitudes of most
Anglo respondents declined during the summer months.
Relative to their initial feelings, most attitudes were
more negative when we reinterviewed this group. That is,
if the respondent had been indifferent toward his neighbors
initially, he had become definitely displeased with them
by the time of the second interview., If +the respondent
had been mildly dissatisfied initially, he had become
very dissatisfied by the end of the summer. If he had
been mildly satisfied with his neighbors at the outset,



ATTITUDE CHANGE FOR INDIVIDUAL:

TABLE 13

ADULTS

ANGLOD

HEOR0

ML XICAN
AVDRTCA

ATTITUDE

Liked

Bafore,
Diglike
dow
oo %
y 16,0
5 16,1
5 11.1

Disliked
Be fora,
Like Heow

o, %
0 n
3 0
1 2.2

Tndi f-

fayant

belnre,
Tl f=-

favrant

Hew

o, %
3 12,9
il 8
B

Like ¢
Bafore,

Tike
oW

10, Oa
15 60,9
25 93.5
Az 73.n

Disliked
Bafore,
Nialike
YTow

v, %

3 12,0
1 3,2
i o,

CHANGE

Total
Pasitive

Total
Hacative

Lu!o. 9. :JO. ‘3’!

g g 4 16,1
3 2 518,71
1 2.7 5 11,3

Total No,

Changa
o, %
22 gu.0
26 83,9

33 886,45

FAS



133

he had become either indifferent or dissatisfied with themn,
after three months.

The nature of their dissatisfaction took various forms.
Tyrical complaints were:

"Since they (the tornado victims) moved here,
the streets have become a racetrack."”

Another resident said of his neighbor:
"He seldom speaks unless I speak to him first."
S+i11 another complaint was:

"The neighborhood has become so noisy that
it's difficult to sleep at night. Sometimes
these people don't go to bed until midnight."

It should be noted that there are apparently certain
norms by which the term "good neighbor" is measured. Recent
studies have shown that both suburban American dwellers and
European urbanites share similar conceptions of a "good
neighbor."1 Characteristics such as respect for privacy,
limited sharing of gossip, and limited gregarious
behavior are felt to be positive attributes in any
neighborhood. These same qualities, or the lack of these
qualities, were often the complaints of the families we
interviewed.

For example, lack of respect for another's privacy
was cited many times as the reason for dissatisfaction.

As cne lady stated:

"He's always coming over to use my telephone.
He never leaveg ug alone for long.”

Some complaints referred to the neighbor's failure
to participate socially. It would seem that a desirable
neighbor, in most instances, is one who is friendly but
not overly intrusive, communicative but not verbose, and
congenial but not aggressive.

Nonetheless, we found several instances of rather
malad justed families who complained that a "gzood neighbor"
was measured by other standards than those just described.
At cne end of an interaction continuum, one might place
families who desired almost no social contact. These
were families in a sort of psychological retreat, preferring
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to avoid interaction as a defense against social rejection.
One such case was a racially mixed marriage between an
Anglo and a Mexican American. They had been living in

a rather secluded area with few neighbors nearby when
suddenly they found themselves surrounded by new neighbors,
the tornado victims. During our interview with them, the
couple stated that they intended to move farther away where
it ", . « wasn't so crowded.” Further discussion revealed
a deep-seated feeling of rejection by both Anglo and Mexican
American groups. The couple gaid that their children were
ridiculed while in school and they, as adults, were scorned
by both ethnic communities., The solution, in this case,
wag to retreat from social contact with either group and
remain relatively isolated.

We found several cases such as the one just described,
yet not all reacted with the mechanism of retreat. In
a similar case, the family had withdrawn socially but not
physically. Thet ig, they preferred to remain in a populated
area but to maintain only a minimum of interaction with
their neighbors.

At the other end of the continuum, we found families
who demanded an apparsni overabundance of social contact.
The norm for a "good neighbor" or neighborhood seemed to
require almost constant interaction in these instances.
Typical of such cases were families who complained that
they had been accustomed to a much more lively community
and the Parkway area was too quiet. As one woman expressed
hergelf:

"Over there (in the Guadalupe barrio) there was
always someone coming by my house. All day,

every day, they were knocking at my door. Children,
grandchildren, old friends...I never used to be
alone. Even while standing in my front yard,

people driving by would shout, 'Hi, Mariz...

How are you, Maria?' WNow, there is none of

that here. 0Only a few friends drop by. Sure,

I've met my neighbors. We visit in each other's
homeg, but it's not the same as hefore.

Such cases were not restricted to a particular group
or even age cohort. It appeared to depend more upon
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indivlidual personallity or familial characteristics than
othar factors.

However, these represent rather extreme cases. The
majorlty of our sample appeared to share similar expecta-
tiong of their nelghbors. Partly due to such conceptions
of a "good nelghbor" there was an increase in dissatise-
faction among all three groups between the first and second
interviews, Statiatically, 1t should be noted that those
who were indifferent before and who remained indifferent
at the second interview represented only a small percentage,
three respondents or 12 per cent. Similarly, three or
12 per cent had been dissatisfied initially and remained
digsatisfied at the time of our reinterview. By adding
the percentage of Anglo respondents who were indifferent
before, 3 or 12 per cent, and the dissatisfied group, it
will be seen that there were almost one-fourth, 24 per
cent of the Anglos, who were elther indifferent or dissatis-
fied at the time of our first interview, In addition,
there was another category of those who had been satisfied
before and had become dissatisfied by the time of our second
interview, four or 16 per cent. In all, those qualitative
responses which were either indifferent or dissatisfied
at the time of the second interview, 40 per cent, approximate
the quantitative percentage, 42.3 per cent, of digsatisfied
respondents at that time. (See Table 12.) Thus there is
very little actual difference between the amount of negative
quantitative and negative qualitative change for the Anglo
grounp. In sum, both analyses support the conclusion that
there was a substantial amount of negative attitudinal
change among the Anglo adults of our two samples between
the interval of our first and second interviews.

Negro Adults: Qualitative Regponsgesg

The Negro adults appear to have experienced relatively
less negative quallitative change during the three month
perlod. Although none of this group reported a positive
change of attitude between the two interviews, only five
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or 16.1 per cent, experienced a negative change. Conbining
the two categories, more than four-fifths, 26 or 83.86 per
cent, reported no change in their initial feelings toward
the neighborhood,

This apparent ability to adjust to their new neighbors
can be at least partially explained by the fact that almost
all, 50 or 96 per cent, of the Negroes in our sample were
living in the Parkway area as the "settled" group when the
tornado struck. Their attitudes were, consequently, more
receptive and often more stable since they were already
adjusted to the neighborhood. It may be expected that
there should be less change and uncertainty of feeling
toward their neighbors thanwould be the reaction of
the tornado victims who were traumatically removed and
reallocated in new surroundings.

This, in fact, proved to be true. The MNegroes, as
the host group, were initially more receptive of their
new neighbors and satisfied than either of the other
two groups. After three months had elapsed, however,
this initial attitude had declined and the Negroes were
less satisfied than the Mexican Americans who had originally
a lesser attitude of acceptance, (see Table 13).

Mexican American Agultg: Qualitative Responses

0f all the respondents we interviewed for the second
time, only one, a Mexican American, stated that he had
experienced a change from dissatisfaction to satigfaction
with the nelghborhood after the firgt three months. Almost
three=-fourths, 33 or 73./ per cent, had been satisfied with
the nelghborhood initially and had remained satisfied when
we reinterviewed them for the second time. Only feour or
8,8 per cent had been dissatisfied before and were dissaticfied
now. (See Table 13.)

The Mexlcan American group experienced less change of
attitude~=~either negatively or positively--during the
first three months than either of the other two groups.
(See Table 12.,) ‘These findings seem to indicate a more
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stable attitude of the Mexican Americans toward their
neighbors than that of the Anglos or Negroes. There was
less attitudinal change, either positively or negatively,
for this group than either the Anglo or Negro group.
Furthermore, the only instance of a positive attitudinal
change occurred within the Mexican American group. It
appears that this group adjusted to the new situation
more favorably than either of the other two groups. The
reallocation was a fortuitous s olution for the homeless
Mexican Americans. We can thus conjecture that the
Mexican Americans were initlally more gatisfied than the
two other groups and apparently continued to be content
with the situation throughout the course of our study.

A Comparison of the Qualitative Findings: An Interpretation
There appears to have been an initial attitude of
acceptance among all three groups immediately after the
tornado when the families were reallocated in the new
neighborhood. The settled Anglos were somewhat less receptive

than the settled Negroes toward the tornado victims who were
predominantly, 77 or 74 per cent, Mexican American. These
Mexican American tornado victims, however, were not
dissatisfied with their new neighborhood. Almost all,

92 or 92,0 per cent, of the Mexican Americans were glad

30 be living in their new homes.

During the summer months, the three groups found
themselves in a situation which made adjustment difficult.
The Anglos, who had been initially somewhat indifferent
toward their neighbors, became less tolerant of having new
neighbors, especially members of the two other ethnic groups.
The Negroes' attitudes changed negatively during that time
(see Table 13) which indicates that some members of this
group had difficulty in accepting their new neighbors.

The Mexican Americans seem to have been initially very
receptive toward their new neighbors and, although in some
cages this positive attitude diminished, this group showed
less attitudinal change than either of the other two groups.
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An explanation for these adjustment differences 1s
likely to be found within the history of the Parkway
neighborhood's development. It will be remembered that
the neighborhood had been segregated until a few lHegro
families began moving into the neighborhood only a few
years before the tornado's desiruction. Therefore, many
of the Anglo families we interviewed had been living in
the community when it was an all-Anglo, completely
segregated neighborhood. The fact that they had not
moved out when Negroes began moving in indicates either
an acceptance of the Jegroes as neighbors or a feeling
of resentment for being unable to leave and, consequently,
forced to endure an uipleasant situation. This latter
feeling appeared to predominate among the Anglos. They
often expressed the fzeling that economic circumstances
had prevented thelr moving away and they, apparently, had
projected these feelings of resentment upon their Tegro
neighbors initially and upon the tornado victims ultimately.

In addition, the Anglos in our sample had received
somewhat less formal education than the Fegroes, {see Table
8), a factor which may have influenced the Anglios' feelings
toward their Wegro neighbors, especially if they felt that
the Negroes represented a threat to their job security and
social gtatus. This correlation between education and
satisfaction is delineated elsewhere in this study. ¥
Interrelated factors such as these contributed to the
"settled" Anglos' fee_ings of hostility and alienation.

In other words, they felt irapped.

The Negroes, on zhe other hand, appeared toc be generally
well-adjusted, congenial and happy. This is, probably,
the result of the two factors discussed elsewhere, 1.e.
the relation of age and education to adjustment. Since
the Negroes in our sample were much younger than the other
two groups, the choice of this neighborhood represenss,

* See discussion of education and adjustment, Chapnter <.
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perhaps, a transitory step in their vertical occupational,
residential or social mobility. They seemed quite willing
to accept conditions, both pleasant and unpleasant, in that
light. Furthermore, almost all of the Negroes had chosen
to live there and thus had not developed the feeling of
being trapped that many of the Anglos had generated.

The Mexican Americans appeared to be the most flexible
of the three groups. More of this group expressed satis-
faction with their new neighborhood at the various periocds
of interview than either the Negroes or the Anglos. The
explanation of their satisfaction is, probably, to be found
in several areas, Certainly the low level of mean educa-~
tional attainment, 4,3 years, was highly correlated with
the low occupational statug attained by many of the Mexican
Americans.* Educational level and occupational status have
been shown to be positively correlated. The Mexican
Americans apparently realized the barrier to occupational
advancement presented by a lack of education and were,
therefore, somewhat resigned to a lower soclo-economic
status.

Purthermore, many of the Mexican Americans we interviewed
seemed to espouse a different cultural value system than the
Negroes or Anglos. Whereas these laiter groups were
characterized by desires for vertical occupational and social
class mobility and concern with the future, reflecting the
values of the dominant American culture, the Mexican Americans
were more "being-criented” rather than "doing-oriented."?
They were also apparently willing to accept their plight
as an act of God's will.? The researcher very often heard
the words, "Todo eg lo gue Dios Quiere" (All is as Cod
wishes). Therefore, a feeling of futility in changing
one's plight possibly accounts for the Mexican American's
readiness to accept his new situation as the will of divine
providence.

¥See discussion of educational level and occupational status
in Chapters 7 and 9.
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Another variable affecting the Mexican American's
acceptance of the new neighborhood may be found in the
self-concept of the Mexican American as a minority group.

It has been suggested that minority groups are continuously
placed in a situationwhich demands role and status justi-
fication as well as constant redefinition of their self=-
concepts and identity.4 If this hypothesis is accepted,

1t could well explain the Mexican Americans' ready adjustment
to new and different situations.

In summary, the Anglos appeared to be the least willing
to adjust to their new neighbors; the Negroes were initially
tolerant but later became less satisfTied; and the Mexican
Americans were most adaptive to their new environment, at
leagt with reference to the area of our research.
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PART FOUR

XVvIi. THE INEVITABLE UNCERTAINTY: FUTURE RESIDENTIAL PLANS

In our study we are interested in adjustment. An
indication of adjustment is a family's residential plans.
For this reason, we sought answers to questions of buying,
renting or rebuilding in the Parkway area or another
lscation.

Immediately after the storm's destruction and many
homes were damasged or destroyed, the tornado victims were
invariably faced with the decision of either repairing
their damaged dwellings, rebuilding their former homes if
they were beyond repair, or continuing to live in the new
Parkway area and buying a new home there. Almost without
exception this appeared to be the foremost question in the
minds of all the tornado victims we interviewed.

This was not a problem faced exclusively by the tornado
victims, however. Even though many members of the Parkway
area whom we interviewed had received relatively light
damage from the storm, many were, nonetheless, debating the
possibility of moving out of the neighborhood after they
had been living with their new neighbors for some time.
The reason for this consideration was simply a matter of
adjustment. When the gsettled resident found it difficult
to accept his new neighbors, he was faced with the almost
identical decision as that of the tornado victims; either
adapt or leave.

It will be remembered that we polled residents of the
Parkway area at three different times and asked them about
their future residential plans each time. We interviewed
a stratified sample of 200 families immediately after the
tornado's destructions we reinterviewed 100 families of
our original sample after a perlod of three months, and
after a total period of nine months, we gsent a questionnaire
0130 of the families whom we had interviewed twice
previocusly. Thus we were able to ascertain the decision

142
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patterns of almost 50 families during the aftermath of the
debecle and we were able to record the struggles with
uncertainty which many families experienced.

Attitudes of Tornado Viectims

Most of the fornado victims owned or were in the process
of purchasing a home. Before the storm's destruction,
18 ¢r 69 per cent of the Anglos, one or 50 per cent of the
Negroes, and 42 or 55.6 per cent of the Mexican Americans
had either owned or been purchasing their homes, (See Table
14,) After these families had been reallocated in the new
neighborhcdd, it seemed only natural that there should be

many insgtances of nostalgla and longing to return to their
old homes. A typical response was:

"I like it here and things are very nice, but
I just want to go back to my old home."

When asked to describe the things they liked best
about their former home, responses often approximated one
lady's reply:

"The thing I liked most about my old home was
the fact that we owned it and it was paid for."

In many cases, there seemed to be the sense of a
certain loss of security which the ownership of a home
had represented. Although in many instances the new home
in the Parkway community was larger, more expensive, and
of sounder construction, the tornado victims often seemed
to long to return to the security afforded by home ownership.,

The Anglo tornado victims of our sample were the most
inured to home ownership of the three groups we interviewed.
Over three-fifths , 69 per cent, had been buying or had
owned their home at the time of the tornado. Inasmuch as
we found only two Negro tornado victims in our sample,
there is insufficient grounds for generalization relative
to this group. The Mexican Americans, however, had owned
or been purchaging their homes in slightly more than half,
55 per cent, of the cases. (See Table 14,)

It is significant that at the time of the first inter-
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view the Mexican Americans appeared to be equally as

nogtalgic about their former neighborhood as the other

two groups were toward their old homes in spite of the

fact that almost half, 35 or 44.4 per cent, had only been
renting their homes. However, analysis of our data revealed

& decreage rather than an increase in these nostalgic feelings
smong the Mexican Americans as time passed. Thus, despite

.ne initial disruptive effect of reallocation, the Mexican
Americans proved to be more adaptable to their new surround-
ings than elther the Negroes or the Anglos.

Vielseitudes of Fate: The Plight of ithe Tornado Group
Tne trauma of having their homes damaged severely

or destoyed was great for most families. In almost every
instances, the decision of whether to rebuild or relocate
was Toremost in the minds of the tornado victims. Further-
ware, there were many variables which influenced the
mcertainty and inability to make this decision.

¥n order to rebuild, the families had to have either
immediate funds or the necessary collatoral to borrow from
x mank or loan company. Since the overwhelming majority
s hoenado vietims, in our sample, were from the lower
saononic gtratum, the ability to readily produce the money
cecessnry for immediate repairs was highly unlikely.

Mariy of the reallocated families had been living in

- Suadsaliupe "barrio® when the storm struck. Several

ooees relative to this area were influential in determining
cirevher or not the families could rebuild their homes in
chet neighborhood. The Guadalupe neighborhood was pre-
deminantly comprised of Mexican American families who
nad begun building homes there in the early thirties.*
At that time, it was permissable to construct dwellings
of less substantial material than is now possible. In
33dition, 1ot sizes were often as small as 20 to 30 feet
wide on street frontage., Since that time, ILubbock City

“From conversation with a reliable interviewee.
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Ordinance and the Lubbock Building Code have made it
unlawful to build a home of substandard material and/or
upon a lot which has a street frontage of less than 50
feet in width.: Therefore, those tornado victims who
had been situated upon such small lots were confronted
with the problem of being unable to rebuild their homes
even though money might become available to Hem.,

Although more than half, 42 or 55.6 per cent, of the
Mexican American tornado victims stated that they had
either owned or were buying their homes when the storm
came, several instances of mistaken, misunderstood, or
legally incorrect house titles were discovered.? Such
cages were usually the result of the family's misunder-
gtanding of proper legal proceedure although at least two
cases of Lntentional deceit were uncovered. One such case
involved a semi-literate Mexican American couple who had
migrated to Lubbock during the "Bracero,"” farm labor
importation program, of the early fifties. The family
had saved encugh money to make a small down-payment on a
house which was valued at $2500. It was agreed that the
couple would then begin making monthly payments of $50
per month to the real estate broker who was also the
alleged former owner of the house. The couple signed a
mtitle" paper, written in English (which they neither
spoke nor read) and began meeting the monthly payments.
From that time, in 1958, until the tornado of 1970 (twelve
years and 37,200 later), they had faithfully met the
payment schedule., After the storm struck when they applied
for their insurance money, they found that the actual title
+o the house was still in the hands of the original owner
who had subsequently collected the ingurance payment on
the destroyed house., Thus the family was left with neither
home nor insurance moneye

In another instance, a family discovered that the
insurance coverage for which they had been paying was
denied them because the title of their house had Dbeen
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incorrectly documented and recorded.*

Cases of intentional fraud were rare, however, and
most of the tornado families were faced with the problem
of seocuring enough money to make repairs. In a few cases,
we found families who owed debts to the cify of Lubbock
in the form of delinquent taxes or utility payments which
haéd te be satisfied before the city would allow them to
~ebuild their homes.*™ Thus some families needed money
to satisfy existing debts in addition to repairing or
rebuilding their homes.

During the time of our study, several actions were
taken by various funding agencies which affected the decision
and indecision of the tornado people. For that reason,
1+ wili be beneficial to highlight the major events as they
occurred after the tornado's destruction.

Immeiately after the storm of May 11, 1970, the Cffice
of Emergency Preparedness of the Federal Government made
assistance avallable 50 meet the victims' needs of all sorts,
ranging from subsistence necessities to legal advice.J
In addition, at least 16 other agencies began operations
within the immediate disaster area,*** In addition, emer-
rency relief was provided by "literally thousands of rescue
workers,"% Lubbock's Municipal Auditorium, several church
nuildings, and many homes became refuge sites for the home-
tees. Texas Tech University dormitories served as temporary
~uging for hundreds of storm victims.5 At least two hociitals,

an

*Taxas law allows the original titlehholder to maintain
possession of the title until the purchase price has been
paid in full, if he so desires.

##Conversation with Mr. F. M, Godinez, legal advisor for
Mi Casita.

##¥These included the American Red Cross, Salvation Army,
lubbock City Hall, City-County Welfare Dept., T.E.C., Zmall
Fuginess Administration, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, F.H.a.
Texas Tech University, Farmer's Home Administration, V.A.,
Social Security Adminisiration, I.R.S., Agricultural Stabil -
zation and Conservation Service, Corps of Engineers, and
0ffice of Emergency Preparedness.



147

Methodist Hospital and St. Mary's of the Plains were jammed
to overcrowding by the emergencies. In general, immediate
assistance arrived from all quarters. As soon as such
immediate necessities had been met, the Lubbock City Council
appointed an 11 member Citizen's Advisory Commission which
would make recommendations to the City Council. OCn May 28,
the CAC recommended the application for Neighborhood
Development Program and Urban Renewal funds to rehabilitate
storm damaged areas.

On June 6, 1970, the City Councilmen of Lubbock made
an application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development for a Neighborhood Development Grant totaling
$4,740,004, Under the plan, HUD officials proposed:

"+ « o a city's share of $1,035,002 in non-

cash credit for public improvements begun during
the past three years. This amount would allow
a government grant of $2,070,004 in actual
program participation, plus an estimated
$2,670,000 in direct grant to property

owners primarily for improvements necessary

to bring dwellings up to the city bullding

code, plus some for relocation assistance to
persons displaced by property acguisition.

In addition, the Small Business Administration consented

to include a number of damaged dwellings in their disaster
relief program which had been operating since the tornado's
occurrence to aid in reestablishing small businesses.,

Under this concession, many of the storm victims were

able to secure loans of as much as $%,000 for aid in
rebuilding of their homes.’

In addition to these dizaster relierf programs, we
earlier described the F.H.A. housing in the Northeast
Parkway area which was made available to storm victims for
rent of only 31 per month for a period of three months
from the time of the tornado. After three months had
elapsed, the reallocated families were told that they
would then have to decide if they wished to continue
living in the Parkway dwelling or return to their former
residence., If they chose to stay, 1t was understood that
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they would either have 1o begin making payments for the
house or else pay a commensurate rental fee. 1f thay
intended %o rebulld treir o0ld home, however, they must
decide to do so soon; since their rental would be discontinued.
Meanwhiles, city councilmen presented the residents
of Lubbock with four proposals for a redevelopment project
which would cost approximately $19 million. It would
rrovide the city with a chain of six small lakes along
Yellowhouse Canyong near the city, at a cost of 36 million,
$1.2 million for a certral library, $1.8 million for
improving and acquirirg parks throughout the city, and
a 16 block civic center to be bullt almost adjacent to
the Guadalupe neighborhood at a cost of $8.6 million.d
Publicity urged "Vote for All Four." The proposal came
only four months after Lubbock residents had approved a
$14 million airport expansion plan in April, 197C. The
city, therefore, had zpproved almost 333 million for
municipal improvements while having secured less than
32 million for aid to tornado victims,
Reaction to this proposal was rather strong¥ yet,
in spite of this, all four proposals were passed on Auzust 3,
1970. 4t et

second interview, three months after the tornado. The

This occurrecd immediately before the time of our

# Sea especially the ecditorial comments of the Unlversity
u~ily, August 7, 19703 the Idalou Beacon, August 8, 1970,
2d La Voz de los Llaros, July 21, 1970. Although these
vublications tend to be limited in their distribution, the
policy of Lubbock's orly major newspaper was to support the
nroposals and, conseguently, there was no opposing voice in
the publications, although debate was presented on the lecal
7,Y. stations the night before elections.

¥¥ Although the passing of these proposals may appear uncon-
cerrnad on the part of the majority of Lubbock's citizens, 1%
is significant that wren we asked the tornado victims of our
sample whether they had voted in the election, only ten or
less than five per cert, declared that they had voted in the
election. In contrast, voter turn-out for ihe election was
among the highest in Iubbock's history, with only two previous
excepntions., Transportation difficulties and lack of infor-
mation contributed to the low voting rate of our respcondents.
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responses of those we questioned were of general misunder-
standing of the proposals and increased apprehension about
the effect of its passage upon the development plans for
their old neighborhood.

Before the voting took place, additional financial
aid had been made available to disaster victims by the
Community Action Board which allocated $31,000 to "meet
the needs of tornado victims."? By the end of the summer
months, the CAB funds had been combined with more than
1,758 SBA loans totaling $14.1 million.+0 Together, the
disaster relief funds had been raised to almost $15 million,
considerably more than the scant sum of two months previously.

The increased financial relief came with an August
decision by the F.H.A. to extend to one year the length
of time that tornado victims mizht continue to live in
the housing project. With the assistance of HUD,it was
decided that the occupants must either begin paying for
the houses with the intention of owning them or else
begin making rent payments.ll In the latter instance,
payments would be based upon the occupant's ability to pay.
Thus the rent was to vary from family to family, a decision
that created no small amount of chagrin among the
reallocated members of our sample.

By the conclusion of our study, nine months after
the tornado, uncertainty still prevailed among the tornado
victims concerning their future plans. Although there were
more than $15 million dollars available in this form of
disaster relief, there remained the problem of zoning
regulations and invalied titles. In January, 1971, the
City of Lubbock had reserved $8.,6 million in federal funds
to assist in reconstruction of public streets and utilities
12 14 addition, the Zoning Board
had relaxed its "fifty linear feet" requirement to allow
selected reconstruction of many homes. By the conclusion

in the Guadalupe area.

of our study, 22 families had rebuilt new homes and had
returned to the Guadalupe nelghborhood. Twenty families had
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signed options with the Urban Renewal Agency to sell their
lots and to repurchase larger lots which would meet the
zoning requirements.l3

The picture is not entirely optimistic, however, Even
though S.B.A. loans are available for the repurchasing of
lots and reconstruction of houses, there is a maximum
amount of $5,000 available to each family. Since the value
of many destroyed homes exceeded this amount considerably,
the price of an additional lot would make the cost of
rebuilding a rather complicated matter. Furthermore, as
demands for property increase, so does the cost of the
property increase. Consequently, we began to hear many
complaints of the increased property costs by the conclusion
of our study.

Each of these factors considered separately would not
have made the decision to return or relocate so difficult;
when congidered together and over a periocd of time, however,
they rendered the decision often complicated and, occasionally,
impossible.

Attitudes of the Settled Group
The Parkway area is an F.H.A. financed project intended

to provide inexpensive housing for relatively low income
families. For this reason, most of the houses which were
occupied at the time of the tornado were being purchased
by the occupants of the houses.

It will be remembered that the Parkway neighborhood
had been only partially occupied when the integration
problem began and many families began moving out of the
community. From that time until the tornado's occurrence,
there was an increasing number of vacant houses in the area,
Therefore, because almost all, 93 or 96.7 per cent, of the
settled group members were buying the houses in which they
were living and because there was no market for either
gelling or renting these houses, at that time, it is not

See discussion in Chapter 4 for an historical and more
exact description of the area.
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TABLE 14
HOME OWNERSHIP: TORNADQO GROUP

Buying Renting Owned No.
Anglo 10 38.4% 8 30.8% 8 30.8% 26
Negro 1 50.0 1 50.0 0 0 2
Mexican 18 22,7 35 Ly by 24 32.9 77
American
Totals 29 Ll 32 105

TABLE 15

HOME OWNERSHIP: SETTLED GROUP

Buying Renting Owned No.
Anglo 18 81.,8% 2 9.1% 2 9.1% 22
Negro 50 100.,0 0 0 0 0 50
Mexican 23 100.0 0 0 0 0 23
American
Totals 91 2 2 95
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surprising to find that the settled residents of our sample
were almost all either paying for a home or the owners of
their homes.

However, we found two or 9.1 per cent of the Anglos
who were renting their homes. (See Table 15.) Both cases,
however, proved to be relatives of the owner of the house
who allowed the houses to be occupied either rent free or
for only a small fee.

Immediately follcwing the tornado's destruction, when
we conducted our first interview, there was a feeling of
helpfulness among the settled members of our sample. We
received numerous comments from the reallocated group
praiging the generosity and assistance offered by the
settled group members. As one lady said:

"When we first moved here, we had no phone,

no clothes, no transportation. Our neighbors
helped us urpack, brought us food, gave us
clothes, and allowed us to use their telephone.”

After the initial adjustment was completed, there began
to be hints of jealousy and misunderstanding among the
members of the settled group. Few of them seemed to
understand the meaning of the disaster relief loans and
several indicated a jealousy of the "free" money which the
tornado victims seemed to be able to receive.

When the S.B.A., loans became available in June, several
digagter vietims used at least part of the money they
received to buy new furniture. By the end of the summer,
we began to notice the appearance of such new furnishings
and often the settled residents commented about it during
the interview. At first the comments were merely indications
that the neighbor was aware of the new furniture. During
the reinterview, however, we heard several comments of
jealousy and resentment.

Another source of misunderstanding resulted from the
F.H.A. decision to allow the tornado victims to remain
in the houses for one year (instead of the original three
months stipulation) and to pay rent which had been adjusted
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according to the family's income. The settled group members
learned quickly that they were paying double and sometimes
triple the amount paid by their neighbor for a house of

the same value., This was the source of complaints to the
F.E.A., quarrels between neighbors and, occaslonally, the
move to another location.,

By the end of our study, we found several families
whe were considering abandoning their home, as some of
their neighbors allegedly had done, because of the inequity
in house payments. In other instances, the payment
discrepancy may have been the precipitating factor in a
combination of variables which caused the settled families
to move away. One Negro respondent suggested that while
he realized the tornado victims, his neighbors, could not
make large payments, a longer amortization periocd would
result in more equitable and just housing conditions in
this area.

For others, they were content to stay with their
new neighbors in spite of such misunderstandings and
inequities and, apparently, most of the settled residents
took the whole situation in stride and were continuing
to live as they had before.

Future Residential Plang: Anglo Tornado Group

Before the tornado struck, 10 or 38.5 per cent of the
Anglo tornado victims had been buying their houses and 10
or 38.5 per cent owned their homes. Thus, 20 or 77 per
cent of this group had been home owners or in the proces
of buying before they were reallocated. (See Table 14,)
This might indicate a propensity on the part of this group
toward home ownership. However, when we asked them as to
their plans at the first interview, only 7 or 27.9 per
cent planned to rebuild their former homes. (See Table 16.)
Also, less than one-half, 11 or 42.3 per cent, planned to
buy their new Parkway house. That is, a total of only 18
or 59.2 per cent intended to continue buying a house; 7.8
per cent had a negative change of plan as to home ownersnip.




TABLE 16
RESIDENTIAL PLANS: TORNADO GROUP

TIRST INTLRVIEY: TORIADO AROUP

Plan to fove to:

01d Helgh- 1d ileirh= Another Another MNut of
Unde- Plan to Stay and: borhood HYarhond Part of Dart cof rity
clded No. Buy Rent and rebuild and rent Lubbock Lubbock
and Buy and Rent
Anglo 3 11.5% 28 11 u42,3% 2 7.7% 7 26.9% 3 11,5% 0 | 0 0% N 0¢
degro 1 5.0 2 1 50,0 a n n 3 a n 0 0 0 0 3] N
Mexican 6 7.8 77 43 55.8 4 5,2 19 24.7 A 6.5 J N b} 0 0 N
American
SECOND INTLRVILH
nplo ad Q 13 11 57,9 f n 3 15,8 N 0 5 26.3 2 3] n 3]
ilefFro 0] a 2 1 50.0 ] a2 0 aJ 0 ] 0 0 0 0 1 50,0
¥exlican 3 J 41 27 85.9 3 7.3 9 21,9 0 0 2 b,a 0} 0 N 0
American
TIIIRD THTERVIEY
Anrflo J 8] 13 1 7.7 1 7.7 y n.8 g 3 5 38,5 1 7.7 1 7.7
Jdagro J 0 iy, 0 0 0 2 ] Hi N 0 0 i) 3 1 7 9]
Mexlcan b 0 25 5 720.0 5 24,0 9 35.0 i 16.0 1 D 1 y,n N 9

American
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Moreover, by the second interview, three months later,
many had changed their minds about buying their new house,
more than half or 57,9 per cent now stated their intention
to buy the Parkway home, while only 15.8 per cent intended
to rebulld their old home, and the remainder or 26.3 per
cent planned to move and buy in another part of Lubbock
altogether. (See Table 14.

Reasons for this attltudinal changé are related to
the previous discussion of events which were occurring
at this time. The S.E.A. loans provided many with
sufficient funds to weather the immediate needs. In
addition, the Anglo value system was apparently effective
in causing more Anglos than Mexican Americans %o be
protected by home-owner's insurance policies. The combination
of these two factors, and with the low rental rates for
tornado viectime, resulted in several decisions by the
Mexican Americans %o relocate in the Parkway area.

Nine months after the storm's occurrence, the trend
had reversed itself. At this time, only 7.?Iper cent
intended to buy their Parkway home; which represents fewer,
50.2 per cent, than six months earlier anada 44.6 per cent
fewer than the first interview. Furthermore, 30.8 per cent
intended to rebuild their former dwellingss 15 per cent
more than six months earlier and 3.9 per cent more than nine
mon~hs earlier,

A possible explanation Ffor this rather drastic change
of attitude is tc be found in the social rather than the
ecoriomic realm, At the second interview, it seemed that
the changing financial program made it much more attractive
to relocate than to rebuild. After an extended period of
time, however, social factors appeared to take precedence
over the econcmic. Fears, prejudices, clashes with héighbors.
and misunderstandings of other groups became 1mportant
determining factors.

Regarding the increase in the number of decisions to
rebuild, it is likely that the additional federal subsidies
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and loans, as well as the city's agreement to aid in rebuilding
damaged areas played a large role in influencing the recon-
gtruction of damaged homes. It will also be recalled that

only $2.1 million in relief assistance had been available

at the second interview, while $14.1 million had become
available nine months later. (See preceding discussion.)

Before the tornado, six or 23.1 per cent of the Anglo
tornado group in our sample of 200, had been renting their
homes. Immediately after the tornado, however, only three
or 11.5 per cent were planning to return to their old
neighborhood and rent. (See Table 15.) Furthermore, only
two or 7.7 per cent were planning to rent their new Park-
way home. In sum, only five or 19.2 per cent intended to
continue renting immediately following the storm's disaster.

By the second interview, three months later, there
were no families who had intentions to rent either in their
new Parkway neighborhood or elsewhere. The reason for this
follows from our previous discussion. If there were an
increased number of assistance programs to either buy or
rebuild, and if the houses were available for one year for
only a small monthly payment, it isnot expected that there
should be little incentive to rent rather than to buy.

By the mailed questionnaire six months after the
second interview, the plans of the Anglos had changed only
slightly regarding their intentlons to rent. Only 7.7
per cent were then planning to rent their new house, only
7.7 per cent intended to return to their o0ld neighborhood
and rent; lastly, 7.7 per cent intended to move to another
part of Lubbock and rent. In all, less than one=fourth
23.1 per cent planned to continue renting a house.

Tt is evident that the Anglo tornado victims were
becoming more dissatisfied with their new neighborhood.
Initially, all respondents of this group intended to
either relocate in the Parkway area or return to their
former neighborhood and either buy, rent, or rebuild.

Three months later the picture had changed. At this later
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period, 26.3 per cent were now planning to move to another
part of Lubbock and buy, an indication that they expected
to leave the Parkway area even though they were not able
to return to their former neighborhood and rebuild or buy.
Six months later, five or 38.5 per cent planned to move

to another part of Lubbock and buy, one or 7.7 per cent
intended to move to another part of Lubbock and rent, and
one or 7.7 per cent planned to move out of the city. Thus,
seven or 53.9 per cent of the Anglos in our sample were
planning to leave both the Parkway area and their former
nelgzhborhoods.

Residential Plang: Negro Tornado Group

We found only two Negro tornado victims in our original
sample, therefore it is difficult to generalize from this
small number. The only significant finding is that one
Negro family planned to buy their new Parkway home at both
the first and second interviews, while the other had

declided to rent their new house by the second interview.

Residential Plans: Mexican American Tornado Group

Before the tornado, the great majority of Mexican
Americans in our sample had been living in the Guadalupe
neighborhood. Only slightly more than one~half, 42 or
55.6 per cent, had been owners or purchasers of homes.

The remainder, 35 or 44.4 per cent, had been renting their
homeg. Therefore, it was not unexpected to find that
almcst the identical percentage, 43 or 55.8 per cent,

were planning to buy another, new house in the Parkway
area after their reallocation.

The nostalgic feelings of this group, as mentioned
earlier, were very strong immediately after the tornado.
Almost one-fourth, 19 or 24.7 per cent, wished to return
to their old neighborhood and rebuild at that time. However,
it will be recalled that the Citizens Advisory Committee,
which had been appointed by the City Council to make
recommendations for reconstruection, had not vet formulated
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an acceptable plan for "redevelopment” of the Guadalupe
neighborhood. In addition, Urban Renewal funds had not
been appropriated, at our first interview, and the storm
victims had little or no financial ald to depend upon.

It was mostly those whose homes had been partially or
completely insured or those where damage was slight that

an immediate return to the old neighborhood was poasible.
Furthermore, the City Zoning Code at that time forbade
congtruction on lots of less than 50 linear feet of frontage.
Thus responses concerning future residential plans were
initially based upon the only possibility which was, in
most cases, to remaln in their new homes. Also, since over
one-half had been home owners or buyers before the tornado,
one could expect that the same buying pattern would be
followed in the new neighborhood.

Three months after the disaster, the situation was
only slightly altered. Although the Urban Renewal requests
had been granted,* by the beginning of August when we
began our reinterview, only $2 million had been made
available to tornado victims. A few SBA loans had also
been issued at that time, but only two to three million
dollars was the total amount of ald available. On the
other hand, we have already mentioned the $33 million air-
port, convention center, library, lakes and parks project
which the city of Lubbock had just approved. In other
words, it must have appeared the oddswere that little
financial aid would be available to rebuild. Therefore,
it is not surprising that 10.1 per cent more Mexican
Americans were adjusting to the 1dea of relocating else-
where. Nor is it unexpected that nearly three per cent
less than earlier were planning to return to their old
neighborhood and rebulld.

Tn addition to the financial incentive (or rather

* See digcussion of the history of financial aid in this
chapter.
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lack of incentive) to rebuild, there is the adjusiment
factor which influenced the Mexican American's increased
number of decisions to remain in the new, Parkway area.
We discussed earlier the Mexican American’'s adjustment
to the new community.* We found that a strong desire to
return to their familiar environment had diminished
by the second interview and the Mexican Americans proved
to be the most satisfied and adaptive of the three ethnic
groups-~-Anglo, Negro and Mexican American. Thus increased
social adjustment and inadequate financial assistance,
combined with indefinite reconstruction plans resulted in
the Mexican Americang increasingly, 65.9 per cent, to
choose relocation in the Parkway area at the second interview.
There was a measure of uncertainty about the city's
future reconstruction plans during the summer months that
contributed to the tornado victims' anxiety and uncertainty.
Between June and mid-August, the City Council and the
Citizens Advisory Commitiee repeatedly met with Guadalupe
residents and former residents to decide which plans were
to be adopted to meet the needs of the community members.
Alternative plans were presented and discussed, but by mid-
August there were still no concrete plans.1£+ Thus
reallocated Mexican Americans were unable to agssure them-
gelves that, although they may have wished to return to
Guadalupe, it might be possible.
On August 8, 1970, the citizens of Lubbock approved
a "Disaster Recovery Package."l5 The civie center is to
be located near the Guadalupe neighborhood and will include
sore lots and houses owned by several Mexican American
respondents of our sample. The property was to be purchased
at ". . . full market value."1® Furthermore, a committee
was appointed ". . . to make sure profiteering doesn't
take place in which owners are talked into selling their
property for less than market value."l7

*See discussion of adjustment and satisfaction with the
community, Chapter 14,
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The adjacent property within the Guadalupe neighborhood
was, consequently, placed in a tenuous position by the
passage of the proposals. Proximity to the civic center
made the land escalate in value, Soon after the passage,
land speculators began attempting to buy land for resale.*
Such attempts, and rumosrs of such attempts, created even
more uncertainty among many of the reallocated Mexican
Americang in the Parkway area. It is small wonder, therefore,
that members of this group were uncertain of their future
plans.

Six months later, plans had changed considerably.

Now, only 5 or 20.0 per cent, were planning to remain and
buy their Parkway home. This figure is 45.9 per cent fewer
than the second interview. However, six or 24 per cent
were planning to remain and rent the Parkway house, 16,7
per cent more than before. In comparison, nearly three-
fourths, 73.2 per cent, had been planning to remain at the
second interview; less than one-half, 44 per cent, planned
to remain six months later. That is, 29.8 per cent had
decided to leave the neighborhood between the second and
third interviews.

At the second interview, only 21.9 per cent were planning
to return to their old neighborhood. By the conclusion of
our study, 52 per cent, more than one~half of the Mexican
American tornado victims were planning to return.

There were certainly many interrelated factors which
account for thig change. The Mexican Americans were the
most adaptive group of the three. However, this fact does
not mean that they lost the desire to return to their
former homes. On the contrary, it appears that the members
of this group largely reconciled themselves to their fate
g8 victims of the storm, and were willing +to make the most

#*This researcher had occasion to witness at least three
"roving speculators" &as they toured the community August

10, 1970, two days after the passage of the proposal. Inter-
views with the Guadalupe residents immediately thereafter
confirmed the intentions of these men.



161

of an unalterable situation.18 We perceived that they

felt unable to either comprehend or influence the decisions
of the officlals responsible for planning the future of the
Guadalupe neighborhoed., This feeling was manifest in

the failure of most, 94.6 per cent, to vote, with little
unéerstanding of the nature of the election. In addition,
only a small percentage were capable of reading the English
language publications; by and large, they were exposed

only to verbal or hear-say information sources. Given the
low mean educational level of this group, 4.6 years, the
language difficulties, the resulting lack of understanding
in general, it is little wonder that uncertainty and
ambivalence prevailed.

By the conclusion of our study, the plans were definite
concerning the Guadalupe neighborhood., Zoning restrictions
had been reconsidered, additional financial assistance
was avallable for reconstruction of homes, the City of
Lubbock had appropriated sufficient funds to reconsiruct
public streets and utilities in the neighborhood, and land
prices had become more stable. In the Parkway neighborhood,
the twelve month period of reduced rent payments was
drawing to a close and a decision had to be reached concerning
future housing. Furthermore, the general physical condition
of the Parkway area was deteriorating, especially in some
blocks, and the initial feelings of goodwill had subsided
considerably. All these factors in combination now affected
52 per cent of the male Anglos who were planning to return
to their old neighborhood.

Future Plang: Settled Anglo Group

Before the tornado, 18 or 8l1.8 per cent, of the
"settled" Anglos had been buying their house (see Table 15),
Those who were either buyers or owners of a home constituted
90.1 per cent of the total group. Similarly, when we
conducted the first interview, immediately following the
storm, we found that 18 or 81.8 per cent of the settled
Anglos were planning to buy their houses and one, or 4.5
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per cent, was planning to rent. That is, 19 or 86.3 per
cent were planning to remain within the neighborhood.

The remaining three, or 13.7 per cent, were planning to
move away for reasons unrelated to the reallocation of
the storm victims which resulted in & more racially mixed
neighborhood.

Three months later, as revealed above, the Anglos’
attitudes had declined. Satisfaction with the neighborhood
was less than before, reflected in the residential plans
(see Table 17) of the group at the second interview when
four per cent fewer Anglos were planning to stay and buy
their Parkway house. Also, 8.5 per cent more of this
group were planning to move away from the neighborhood.

Nine months after the tornado, we sent questionnaires
to several Anglc members of the settled group. The fact
that only one family responded precluded any generalization.
However, this may be indicative of an increased out-migration
from the neighborhood or a change of residence within the
community. General apathy or projected dissatisfaction may
account for some failures to respond. Regardless of the
reason, insufficient data make prediction invalid. We
can, however, predict that increased dissatisfaction with
the neighborhood¥ and the out-migration plans of the first
three months will result in a continuation of plans for
the Anglo group to leave the neighborhood.

Negro Residential Plans: Settled Group

Before the tornado all the fifty Negroes of the "settled"
group, in our sample, had been buying their homes. After
three months, we found only one family, 4.8 per cent of this
group planning to move out of the community. Six months

later, we received responses from only two families and one
of these was planning to leave the community. Whether this
indicates & trend ig impossible to state on the basis of

*See discussion of neighborhood satisfaction, Chapter 1i4.
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1limited data.

It is significant that, although the Negroes experienced
a decline in their initially favorable attitude toward the
neighborhood, only one family was planning to leave. This
may have been due to the limited number of residential
choices available to members of this group. Although more
highly educated than either of the other two groups and
occupying higher occupational status, integrated residential
areas are generally restricted to the eastern portion of
the eity. It may be that the dissatisfaction was not great
enough to motivate migration to another area. Regardless,
the settled Negro group appeared to be a fairly stable and a
regidentially entrenched group.,

Mexican American Residential Plang: Settled Group
All of the Mexican Americans in the settled group

of our sample had been buying their homes when the tornado
struck (see Table 15). Immediately thereafter, 14 or

60.9 per cent stated an intention to move out of the
neighborhood and buy another home. By the second interview,
however, all those we cuestioned were planning to continue
buying their Parkway house. There had been no change of
decision at the conclusion of our study.

It is quite striking that almost three-fifths, 60.9
per cent, of this group apparently decided to leave t.le
neighborhood immediately after the storm's destruction.

We found this very difficult to explain. Perhaps fear and
the trauma of the tornzdo's damage might have prompted a
few such decisions, However, this would hardly account
for such a large number. Regardless of the reasons, more
than one-half of this group were planning to move away.

By the second interview, however, all were planning
to remain in this neighborhood. Nine months after the
storm, there was still a unanimous decision to continue
living in this area.

At the time of this writing, HUD officials have recently
announced the appropriation of $3.3 million for the purpose
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of buying 300 of the renovated Parkway area houses. These
houses will then become single unit public housing to be
occupied by qualified families. These families will have
the option of either renting or buying the houses in the
same manner as the tornade victims of ocur study. In fact,
tornado victims are to be given priority as potential
occupanis of these homes thus affecting the future plans
of at least a few of the families of our study.

Certainty or Uncertainty?

Among the tornado victims, the Anglos showed an
increased dissatisfaction with their new neighborhood
and 69.3 per cent were planning to move away by the end
of our study. We found too few Negro tornado viectims to
allow valid generalizations. The Mexican Americans initially
planned to return to their former homes in many cases, 31.2
per cent. After three months, they were largely, 73.2
per cent, planning to relocate in the Parkway area. By
the conclusion of our study, 52 per cent were planning to
return to their former homes while 44 per cent were planning
to relocate in the Parkway neighborhood.

The settled group of Anglos became increagingly less
content with their homes. The pattern of estrangement is
statistically obvious. Initially, there wag only nostalgia
or the apparent practicality of rebuilding their former
dwellings. As conditions changed and it became obvious
that returning to their o0ld neighborhood would be impractical
or even impossible, the Anglos were faced with either
accepting the Parkway area as thelr new home or searching
elsewhere for a home. The mounting dissatisfaction was
manifested in the increasing number of decisions to leave
the new neighborhood by whatever means. Thus with each
interview there were more decisions to leave and fewer to
stay. Nine months after the tornado, only 15.4 per cent
of the Anglos in our study were planning to stay in the
community while 84,6 were intending to leave.

Among the settled Negro group there was a similar
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discontent, although not as pronounced as among the Anglos.
The Mexican Americans, however, became increasingly
satisfied to remain within their new neighborhood.

Both the tornado victims and the settled residents
experienced adjustment difficulties as a result of the
tornado's disruption. Both groups reacted to the reallocation
by the psychological mechanism of retreating. Of the two,
it appears that the tornado group was better able to adjust
than the settled group.
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XVII. INTERFRETATION AND ANTICIPATION: SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS
‘ OF OUR STUDY

The conclusion to our research presents only a few
highlights of our studys it does not attempt to interpret
extensively the detailed, statistical analysis of our
findings. Our predictions or anticipations derive both
from our findings and our general knowledge of the community
in which our study is based; these findings do not imply
that such generalizations could apply definitively to other
communities where racial, residential research has been or
will be studied.*

Purthermore, while there exist many studies relative
to organizational respcnses to disaster in communities, the
social consequences of a particular disaster have generally
not been studied extensively; we feel that our research
is thus unique in its focus.

The basic theoretic focus of our study was to assess
the adjustment of three racial groups--Anglo, Negro and
Mexican American, reflecting the tri-partite ethnic
compogition of the city's population--now integrated into
one residential area. This integration is unique in that
it was neither pre-planned by human action nor involved
the natural ecological processes of invasion or succession
but by the freak action of a devastating tornado. We felt
we had to learn all we could about this newly formed
neighborhood and the people as to their ages, occupation
status, educational levels, social participation, linguistic
differences, and attitudes toward other racial groups within
their neighborhood. Our study first presents these
variables separately, and in the latter chapters, the
interrelationship of these variables as they pertain to
regsidential adjustment.

* One of the researchers plans to replicate this study in a
few years when a further time interval may reveal areas of
greater adjustment or non-adjustmznt.

168



169

Our analysis channeled our data and findings to the
basic theories presented in the chapter on methodology which
we restate here. We theorized that race would be a gignificant
barrier to residential integration and adjustment. We
further theorized that other variables such as occupational
status, religious differences, educational differences, a
language barrier, low organizational participation would
all contribute negatively to neighborly adjustment.

Moreover, less direct but specific to our group would
be the affect of previous home ownership and a desire to
return to the o0ld neighborhood with its secure, highly
primary way of life, especially for the Mexican Americans.
Furthermore, residential plans which were temporary relative
to some of the respondents in our study would exclude,
perhaps, neighborly interaction and satisfactory adjustment.
We theorized that satisfaction with living in this now
raclally integrated community would be related to a time
span. These complex interrelated variables which affect
the attitudes and satisfactions in living in this neighborhood
are analyzed in the content of this research presentation.

However, it may be helpful to review here selected
areas of our findings. Based on their occupational status,
a definite plurality of our respondents can be classified
in the lower socio-economic groups, although two Anglos and
one Negro in our sample were classified as professionals.
Since studies indicate that the lower classes tend to be
less receptive %o ad justment and interpersonal relations,
we found that the lower occupational Anglos and Mexican
Americans were more likely than the Negroes to resist
integration and the affects of living in a tri-ethnic
neighborhood.

While the data in the area of unemployment are not
definitive, the information in our study was sufficient
to indicate significant obstacles to employment for all
three ethnic groups in the city. Such close competition
for jobs 1lg not conducive to friendship among ethnic groups
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and adjustment to neighbors, in the area of our study, were
indirectly, negatively effected. The Mexican Americans
especially reported difficulty in obtaining work in the
larger community.

The most striking difference we observed among the
three ethnic groups--Anglo, Negro and Mexican American--
was the diversity of the age distribution. Anglos and
Mexican Americans had a median age of 42 years in contrast
to the Negroes, with a median age of only 33 years. The
younger age group of tie Negroes may contribute to their
greater tolerance of the other two groups and to their
better adjustment in this tri-ethnic neighborhood. Further-
more, our study revealed that the Negroes in our sample
were more highly educated than the other two groups,
especially the Mexican Americans. Perhaps this may also
explain their initial, more tolerant attitudes and greater
acceptance of theilr neighbors.

On the other hand, in numerous, previous studies of
the Mexican Americans in Lubbock, it was shown that they
had the lowest educational level of any minority group in
the country, that is, around three to four years of formal
education. However, when we divided the three groups as
to younger and older zge cohorts, the younger Mexican
Americans showed an educational level of eight years,
indicating significant changes in the educational structure
of this minority group. Since educational attainments
are highly significan= in determining adjustment, the
rising educational levels, especially for the Mexican
Americans, may influence the future tolerance of the
younger generation in this neighborhood. The Mexican
American educational levels of the older group reflect the
earlier migratory conditions of educational disadvantage
and neglect. These patterns are changing.

Moreover, recent, urban sophistication in conjunction
with increasing educational achievement among the young
Mexican Americans, and the decreasing primary, strong
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extended family patterns, may eventually lead to changes
relative to inter-group living. According to Ewing's study,
the former migrant Mexican American now has children who
are oriented toward the urbanized way of life.t

Language was found to be a barrier to adjustment. If
adjustment can be attained despite cultural or language
differences, the prospects of acceptance of one ethnic group
by the other seem promising. At least such prospects may
be hopefully anticipated in the Parkway neighborhood.

Moreover, although language and the lack of education
are serious social and interactional problems, especially
for the Mexican Americans, there is an apparent awareness
amcng these ethnic groups of the means and possibilities to
overcome these obstacles. This could be the school, for
the younger generation, and adult education for the older
group. Over 40 per cent of our respondents expressed a
degire for adult education if effectively implemented.

We interpreted these responses as an indication of their
cognizance of the problem, It wasg an expressed desire to
communicate with each other now that they find themselves

in the same neighborhood. They also see increased educational
opportunities as a means of functioning more effectively

in the dominant culture. Not unlike national changes in
ethnic expectations and opportunities, our respendents have
become oriented to the rising expectations relative to
society's econome opporitunities and rewards.

In sum, other factors were: relative to ethnie relations
and prejudice, we found the language barrier to be a signifi-
can®t negative factor in the Mexican Americans® interaction
with the other two groups. Proximity of residence, however,
appears to have been positively related to neighborliness
and adjusiment, while frequency and range of social inter-
action enhanced adjustment for all three groups. Low
participation in formal organizations was found to be
negetively related to prejudice. Anglos were, however, found
to e more receptive to Mexican Americans than to Negroes.

In particular cases, prejudice appears to have been negatively
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related to social interaction and communication.

With reference to liking the neighborhood, our respon-
dents seemed generally to be satisfied with the physical
state of the Parkway neighborhood. A variety of lesser
complaints were to be expected, given the seemingly deserted
and vandalized condition of the houses before the storm
victims moved in. Also, the vacant houses had suffered a
normal amount of weathering and were much in need of minor
repairs and refinishing.

The Negroes, on the whole, have the largest number of
regpondents and highest percentage, among the three ethnic
groups, who felt favorably toward living in an integrated
neighborhood. As stated previously, their higher educational
and relatively higher occupational levels and the fact that
most of them had freely chosen to live in this neighborhood,
may relate to their satisfaction. Numerous Mexican American
respondents expressed their feelings that it was good for
their children to grow up in an integrated neighborhood,

With reference to adjustment to their neighbors and
the neighborhood, over a period of time, our study revealed
that the Anglos appeared to be the least willing to adjust
to their new neighbors; the Negroes were initially the most
tolerant and the Mexican Americans were of necessity the
most adaptive to thelr new environment.

As to attitudinal changes after living in the Parkway
area for a period of nine to ten months, it appears that
all three ethnic groups, in our sample, experienced negative
attitudinal changes during the three month interval if,
immediately after the tornado, their initial attitudes were
uncertain or indefinite. The greatest negative changes
occurred among the Anglos, less among the Mexican Americans,
and least among the Negroes., In all three groups, the
greatest amount of attitudinal change occurred among those
who were only mildly satisfied or slightly dissatisfied
rather than among those whose feelings were very strong
either positively or negatively. Specifically, those whose
attitudes were gradationally at the upper level, i.e. "liked
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very much" or "disliked very much," they did not change

their strong views after their three months' experience

in a racially integrated neighborhood. In other words,

the patterns of adjustment and attitudes toward inter-racial
living were found to be complex; not only were these patterns
affected by many variables but by time, by strong and intense
unchanging attitudes, by interaction and by the experience

of actual living.

The above are the basgic findings of our research, but
we feel that because of our knowledge of the neighborhood
and the larger community, we may make bold with certain
predictions or, at least, anticipation,

Since youth is flexible and more related to ad justment
than older groups, and the age distribution of Lubbock is
younger than the average of the population of an urban
community of similar size, this factor may influence adjuste
men= to their neighbors in the future. Many signs of this
can be seen in the Parkway area.

A second factor is that both minorities were at least
partly integrated into numerous activities before the storm
and there have been no major, outward conflicts between
the two ethnic groups and the Anglo population in Lubbock's
history. Furthermore, there were ns major divisive political
scandals or racial conflicts in the city's development.

A third factor may be the significant influence of the
large university in the cultural atmogphere of the city
with a faculty from diverse backgrounds and talents, credited
with major impetus in the development of the city. Such
diversity points toward residential tolerance which may
contribute eventually to adjustment in the Parkway neighborhood.

A fourth anticipated influence may be the experiences
in the tornado, a stress situation in whiech much concern
for others was shown, calling upon the humane side of people,
During the storm, people did not panics they moved quickly
to save themselves, their families and their neighbors,
Hopefully, this concern may leave its residual, kindly
attitudes in this new neighborhood.
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The Parkway neighborhood, the scene of our study,
actually has homes which are more modern, better constructed
with more space and more attractive, with open fields which
create a sense of suburbia in contrast to the earlier
neighborhood, especially the Guadalupe area, which was
crowded, 1n a transiticnal zone near the center of the city.
From the time the tornado victims were reallocated and
until we completed our study, we were constantly impressed
with the verdure and freshness of the homes and land around
them in the neighborhood. The Parkway area may be accepted
eventually as a prefersble neighborhood, despite the racial
intermixture. Although the old gemeinshaft neighborhood,
egpecailly for the Mexican Americans, may be remembered
nostalgically, the fact is that now, in the Parkway neighborhood,
the Mexican Americans are the largest group and, consequently,
primary relationships may be reegtablished with time.

From the point of view of the "settled” group, advan-
tageous conditions may exist. While many homes and yards
are cluttered and ill-kept, the neighborhcod is now alive
with people, children, pet animals and action. This is in
great contrast to the pre-storm condition in this neighberhood
when the settled group felt isoclated, deserted and lonely.

It is now a community of human interaction, sound and movement.
Thus it may be anticipated that the settled group will also
come to be satisfied with this neighborhood.

Although, in a very recent visit, we saw friendliness,
curiosity as to their neighbors and participation in street
activities, each ethnic group seemed to co-mingle with its
own people. However, the children seemed to intermingle
naturally with the other racial groups. The future adjustment
to intferracial living lies in the hands of the youth. Many
of our respondents remarked favorably as to this interaction.
With reference to the native origin of the 200 families we
studied, they are mainly Texas born and Lubbock residents
of long standing--some have lived in the city as long as
35 years or more., Their deeply felt attitudes and goals
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are to be part of the larger city and not a colorful minority

We stated in the introduction, that what man could not
accomplish graciously as to residential integration, a
tornado did. Now we need to make a slight amendment, the
tornado made a starting prod toward racial, residential
integration; the rest of the rugged road must be travelled
and won by man learning to live amicably with his neighbor.

* This brief summation does not include extensively two
significant areas discussed in much detail and careful
statistical analysis in two preceding chapters. These
are: (1) the attitudinal changes, negatively or positively,
relative to adjustment within a time span, Chapter 15; and
(2) the relationship of adjustments to renting, buying,
owning, and rebuilding of the respondents' homes. The
Parkway area residents had no control over these changes
which were affected by official action. The plans of our
regpondents, therefore, underwent numerous changes during
the period of our study because financial ald and grants,
from city and federal government and other agencies, kept
changing throughout the year of our study and were not
finalized even at the end of our research design. Such
community changes are reflected in our respondents’' indefinite
and changing plans and adjustment. These resulted in a
complex presentation which the reader would do well to review.
(Chapter 16.)
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XVIII. EPILOGUE: A SUGGESTED ACTION PROGRAM

From the data of our study, discussions with many
residents of the Parkway area, and repeated visits to this
neighborhood, a few very necessary actions for a planr.ed
program became obvious to us., We should like to suggest
these for these in Lubbock who are interested in the social
conditions of all its citizens.

l. There is a need for a central community house, which
would act as an integrating, unifying focal point for
all the residents of this neighborhood, with leaders and
active workers selected from all three groups-~Anglo,
Negro and Mexican American. The activities would need
to be varied and reach all ages. Suggestions and ideas
should be derived, by means of careful, personal
interviews or schedules, from all the residents. Thus
we would listen to their suggestions or needs, with

feet on solid ground.

2, Since there is already much open land or fields around
this neighborhood, a logical step would be a multi-
activity park utilizing these open spaces. What type
and what activities could be learned by means of the
schedule, mentioned above.

3. Special programs in school which would bring the children
of these three ethnic groups into more inter-mixed,
extra-curricular activities; the children are and will
be the agents who will integrate this neighborhood
successfully. Furthermore, more special activities in
the schools which will bring the parents and children
of all ages together should, in the long run, be effective.

4. Adult education which is more actively solicited,
publicized and carefully explained to the residents
should be planned. While there already is an adult
education program, our study revealed that few in this

177




Se

178

neighborhood know about it, especially where language
and literacy are problems and impediments. Over 40
per cent of our respondents favor a program which would
teach the English language and introduce occupationally
ugeful, vocational training.

One other area of adult education might be some

form of small group tutoring in the homes, a program

in which students and/or other volunteers can actively and
actually participate. This would be a mutually rewarding
experience,

The physical appearance of the community could be much
improved with pubiic, chained, or cemented large ash

cang and, perhaps, grass mowers upon a public rental

basis, and/or information regarding the care of lawns,
trees, etc. It is now an attractive neighborhood but
could easily become another slum if left without vigilance
or interested care.

Although, after our own reports to authorities, traffic
gignals and street controls were introduced to this area,
such controls need to be enlarged and evaluated as to
their efficiency. Many complaints were made to us that
youngsters use the unmarked streets as race tracks.
During our visits, we also found ourselves in need of
more carefully placed traffic signs and signals.

Deapite the existence of Mi-Casita in this area for

some time, we were impressed, after careful questioning,

how few knew about their activities or the very existence

of this organization, especially among the Anglos and
Negroes. Many felt the services were only for Catholics.

We cite this ag an example to indicate how the lack of

intensive information and communication among the people

will result in any program as futile and inadequate. For
any action program to be successful, publicity regarding

its intent, purpose, activities and services need to be
repeatedly and effectively made known to all the residents

of this area,



APPENDIX A
SCHEDULE FOR RESEARCH: TORNADO

T0-Tornado group Interviewer
Und-undecided
NA-no angwer Date

NAP=~not applicable

QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY: :

Male head () Female () Female head () Both () Other ()
PERSONAL DATA AND HOUSING

I,

II.

A,
B.
C.

D.

E,
F.
G,
H,

I.

Name
Address (present)
Were you in the area when the tornado hit? Yes No

T0+ 1. 1If yes, what happened to you during the
tornado?

In the place where you lived before, did you rent?
Buy? Or own?

Monthly rent___ Monthly payments___ Value of home

What city and state were you born in?
How long have you lived in Lubbock? Months__ Years_
How many persons live in your home?
What are the relationships of the people in the housge?

Ages
Speace:

1. Number of rooms

2. Interviewer's impressions of house

3. Condition of physical setting (yard, street, etc.)

EDUCATION

A,

What is the highest grade in school completed?

Father: l-4 #.8 8«12 NaA College: 1-2 13-4
Mother: 1«4 4-8 8-12 NA College: 12 3.4

Would you be interested in adult education or training
classes? Yez No NAP UND
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C. ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO COMPLETED LESS THAN &
YEARS EDUCATION:

Can you read a newspaper in
Pathers PEnglish Spanish Other NA
Mothers English Spanish Other __ NA
D, Can you write?
Pather: English Spanish Other NA
Mothers English Spanish Other NA
OCCUPATION
A, ¥Where do you work?
B. What is your usual occcupation? (Ex. carpenter,
machinest, housewife, etc.)
Pather: Mother:
Other
C. Have you changed jobs since the tornado? Yes No NA
If yes, vwhy
D, Can you suggest any reasons why it has been or lis
difficult for you or any member of your family to
obtain a job in this eity. Check as many as you
wish,
lack of jobs in city Father Mother
Lack of education Pather Mother
Lack of skills Pather Mother
Health problems Pather Mother
Disabled Father Mother
Teenager Father Mother
Too old Father Mother
Family responsibility Pather Mother
No problem Pather Mother
No answer Pather Mother
Other (specify)
TRANSPORTATION
TO:+ A. Do you have your own transportation? Yes No
B. If no, what kind of transpertation do you use?
For father For mother For children
ORGANIZATIONAL PARTICIPATION

T™0s

A. Did you go to the Guadalupe Neighborhood Center

Council?

Father: Yes NA
Mother: Yes No NA
Children: Yee No NA

If yes, how often do you attend?
Special occasions ()

Twice ()
Explanation

Once ()
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E.
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Do you go to the Northeast Community Center?

Father: Yes No NA Und
Mother: Yea No NA Und
Children: Yes No NA Und

If yes, how often do you attend? Once ()
Twice () Special Occasions ()

Explanation

Do you go to Mi Cagita?
Father: Yes No NA Und
Mother: Yeas No NA Und
Children: Yes No NA Und

If yes, how often do you attend? Once ()
Twice () Special Occasions ()
Explanation

If you do not go to any of the above three, do
you belong to any other? Yes No Na

If yes, would you please tell us about it?

Do you plan te go te any of the above?
Yes No NA Und

V. ADJUSTMENT

Neighborliness: repeat for neighbor on right, left,
and across the street

A,

B.

1,

24

3.
b,

5.

6o

7

Since the tornado, have you spoken to your next
door neighbors?

Right: Yes No Na Left: Yes No NA
Across street: Yes No NA

Have you visited your neighbor? Right: Yes No
Left: Yes. No NA Across street: Yes No NA

If yes, once, twice, three, four, five or more
times? Right Left__ Across street

If no, why not? Right
Left
Across street

Has your neighbor visited your houge?
Right: Yes No NA Left: Yes No NA
Across street: Yes No NaA

If yes, once, twice, three, four five or more
times? Right Left Across street

Is your neighbor: Right: Anglo Latin Negro
Left: Anglo Latin Negro Across street:
Anglo Latin Negro

Social Distance

1,

Would you invite your nelghbor feor lunch?
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3.

k.

5.

6.

7.
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Right: Yes No NA Left: Yes No NA
Acroegs Street: Yes No NA

For dinner with your family? Right: Yes
No NA Left: Yes No NA Across sireet:
Yes No NA

For a social party? Right: Yes No NA
Left: Yes No NA Across street: Yes No NA

If yes, with your other friends? Rights
Yes No NA Left: Yes No NA Across gstreet:
Yes No NA

Do you like living here? Like very much
like much dislike much dislike very much
NA UND

Do your children like living here? Like very
much 1like much dislike much dislike very much
NA UND

Can you tell us a little more about your
answers?

C. Puture Plans

I know the next question is difficult to answer for
me or for you, but could you try and tell us what
your future plans are?

PO 1,
2.

3.
b

Se

6.

7.

8.

Do you plan to buy this house? Yes No Und
Do you plan to rent this house? Yes No Und

Do you plan to move back to your old neighbor-
hood and rebuild your house? Yes HNo Und

Do you plan to move back to your old neighbore
hood and rent a house? Yes No Und

What did you like about your old neighborhood?

what did you like about your old house?

what didn't you like about your old neighborhood?

what didn't you like about your old house?

Settled group: 9. What do you like about this neigh-

10,

borhocd?
What don't you like about this neighborhoed?




APPENDIX B

TORNADO: FOLLOW-UP SCHEDULE
(some of data fill in from PInt.)

PInt-Previous interview Name of interviewer
TOi1=Tornado group Date
Setl-Settied group Time for Int.
I. PERSONAL DATA
l. Name T0: Setl
2. Address

II.

111,

Iv.

3. No. of children and ages (from PInt)

4. Religion: Protestant (specify denomination)
Catholic Other

5. Race: Anglo Negro Mexican American

6., Employment: Yes No
a, Before To: Yes No (PInt Occupation)
b. After To: Yes No If yes, what did you do?

¢. Unemployed nows Yes No If no, what do you
think is the reason?

TRANSPORTATION (follgw up those who were without from
PInt

1. PInt without transportation Yes No

2. Has transportation been solved? Yes No If yes,
mode of transportation

ADJUSTMENT CONTACTS IN NEIGHBORHOOD

1. Since last time visited, have you become better
acquainted with your neighbors? Yes No
What kind of contact? a. Visits in the home
b. Visits in the yard ¢e Other

2. Children only play with neighbors children
a., In home b. In yard c. In neighbor-
hood d. In school e, Other

3. What racial group are your neighbors? A N MA

4, How do you feel now about living among different
racial people?

SOCIAL DISTANCE

1, Now that you have lived here a few months, do you like
living here?
Better Worse Don°t know Don't care

Reasons: (feel secure) Yes No Why?
Too Crowded:
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D. Choice of Residential Area

T0:s 1, If there had been no tornado, if you wanted
to and if you could afford it, would you
have moved into this area?

Yes No NA Und

Settled group: 2. Since the tornado are you
planning to move out of this neighborhoed?

Yes No NA Und
3. If no, can you tell us why?

h, If yes, can you tell us why?

E. Social Interaction
Teenagers
1. Do your children go around with children of other
racial groups? Yes No NA

If yes, in school only ()

In neightorhood ()

In community center ()

At other social gatherings ()
If no, can you tell us why not?

Adults

1. What do you like about living in a mixed
neighborhood?

2. What don't you like about living in a mixed
neighborhood?

Race (ethnic) Anglo Negro MexAmer Other
Interviewer's General Impressions:
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2, Do you find people more friendly
' Less friendly Please explain:

3. Do you find neighborhood more lively? Yes No
Please explain your feelings
4., Do you feel far removed from town? Yes No
Please explain yeur answer
5« How do your children fesl about living here now?

a. Do they want to go back to their old neighbor-
hood? Yezs No

be Younger children Yes No c. Teenagers Yes Ne
Please explain

d. Do they want tc stay here now? Yes No
Pleagse explain

V. WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS NOW?
TOs & Setl. 1. Original plans (PInt):

2. Plan now: Te rent here: Yes No To buy here:
Yes No To move out: Yes No Why?

T0+ 3. To rent in old neighborhood Why?

4., To rebuild in old neighborhood. Why and what
kind of help do you expect?

5. Are you planning to move anywhere else when
you get the chance? Yes No

If so where? We would like to haar
more about that, and your reasons for it.

Vi. SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY ACTION AND INTERACTION
l. What do you think needs to be done for this communi ty?
&, physical improvements
b. social imprevements

2, How would you avoid difficulties of conflict in this
community?

4., among adults
b. among children
C. among teenagers

3+ Do you feel there should be interaction (get to know
each other better) among the people in this communi ty?

Yes No Please explain
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&,

5

6.

7

8.
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Do you have any special or specific complaint
about this neighborhood? Yes No

Please explain

Do you have any special or specific complaint
regarding your neighbors? Yes No

Please tell us more about your preblem

Do you think that anything good has come to you out
of the tornado? Yes No

Tell us about it
How do you feel about the renewal plans for the city?

If there would come another tornado and your place
got hit, would you do anything different the next
time? We would like to know how you feel about that.

INTERVIEWER'S IMPRESSIONS:




APPENDIX C
QUESTIONNAIRE: TORNADO GROUP

Pleagse circle the beet answer.
With regard to your future plans:
l. Do you plan to buy this house? Yes No Undecided
2. Do you plan to rent this house? Yes No Undecided
3« Do you plan to move back to your

0ld neighborhood and rebuild

your house? Yes No Undecided

4, Do you plan to move back to your
old neighborhood and rent a house? Yes No Undecided

5« Do you plan to move to another
part of Lubbock and buy a house? Yes No Undecided

6. Do you plan to move to another
part of Lubboek and rent a house? Yes No Undecided

3\

7. Do youw plan to move away from
Lubbock? Yes No Undecided

8. What are your feelings now about your old neighborhood?

9. Now that you have lived here for some time, how do you
feel about living in this neighborhood?

Please place this questionnaire in the enclosed stamped
snvelope and return it to us. Please answer as soon as
poggible, Thank you again. T

Signed (Sign only if you want to.)
Address

187



APPENDIX D
QUESTIONNAIRE: SETTLED GROUP

Pleage circle the best answer.

With regard to your future plans:

l, Do you plan to buy this hcuse? Yes No Undecided
2. Do you plan to reﬁt this house? Yes No Undeclded

3« Do you plan to move away from
this neighborhood and buy a house? Yes No Undecided

4, Do you plan to move away from
this neighborhood and rent a house? Yes No Undecided

5. New that you have lived here for some time, how do you
feel about living in this neighborhood?

Please place this questionnaire in the enclosed stamped
envelope and return it to us. Please answer as soon as
pogsible. Thank you again,

Signed (Sign only if you want to.)

Address

88
HEA
021554



