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A l l e y e s a r e on
Washington, D.C. these days
as our federal lawmakers
consider President Reagan's
budget cut proposals. As
you are probably aware,
Reagan has recommended
that vocational rehabilitation
be included in a Social
Services Block Grant with a
number of human service
programs. The immediate
effect of the President's
recommendation, should it
pass intact, would be to
reduce present funding for
state VR programs by 25
percent. In addition, TRC is
expecting to lose all income
from the independent living
and social security
rehabilitation programs and
two-thirds of a contract with
CETA. This means TRC is
facing a possible total
cutback of funding of as
much as 32.3 percent.

There is a good deal of
speculation about what will
happen to this proposal in
Congress. However, no one
can really be sure what to
expect. Under these
circumstances, it's difficult
for TRC officials to

determine what's in store for
the Commission in the
immediate future. TRC
budget and planning experts
are working with the
administration to prepare for
a budget cut of any amount.
Regardless of the amount,
Commission leaders have
promised to continue to
provide quality services to as
many disabled people as
possible.

In the meantime, officials
are looking for opportunities
to persuade members of
Congress to keep the budget
cuts to a minimum. Last
month, Doyle Wheeler,
Deputy Commissioner for
Programs, travelled to Dallas
to address a budget hearing
held by Congressman Jim
Mattox. Among other
things, Wheeler pointed out
that any cutback in funding
will probably result in a
reduction in clients served.
That, he said, would reduce
the tax dollars generated by
successfully rehabilitated
clients who return to work.

Meanwhile, Texas
legislators are in the process
of deciding TRC's state

appropriation for the next
two years. At this writing,
the House Budget Committee
has recommended an
appropriation
for FY 1982
for FY 1983.
are slightly
appropriation
but are son
what the

of $14,551,954
and $16,799,691

Those figures
above TRC's

for FY 1981,
ewhat below

Commission
requested and the Legislative
Budget Board recommended.
The committee has sent its
recommendation to the full
House of Representatives,
which is expected to vote on
it soon.

Things have not developed
as far in the Senate. The
Senate Finance Committee
has not yet finished its
recommendation.

Concerning other
legislation of interest, the
House Budget Committee has
recommended a three cent
increase in mileage payments
to state employees who
travel for business in
personal cars. The
committee has also
recommended that per diem
payments remain at $40.

A number of T R C
employees have asked how
the budget situation will
affect state employee's cost
of living salary increases.
According to Commissioner
Max Arrell, cost of living
increases will not be
affected by appropriation
measures now under
consideration by the
legislature.

TRC Watches

Washington



At Random ...
OOPS! WE GOOFED!
Last month we congratulated
several counselors who had
been promoted to Senior
Counselor. Unfortunately,
our list was not complete,
and we missed a few people.
Elaine Rowe, Jean Allred,
Stan Tidwell and Bill
Gillen were also promoted
to Senior Counselor.
Congratulations to you all
and sorry about the
mix-up! .... REGION II
DIRECTOR, LON YOUNG
is at home now and getting
better every day. Last
month, Young underwent
double bypass surgery in Ft.
Worth. He's expected back
to work before too much
longer. Meanwhile, rumor
has it his garden is getting
lots of attention!....EDWARD
AUSTIN, Assistant Deputy
Commissioner for Legal
Services, celebrated his 70th
birthday, April 23. To
celebrate, his staff organized
a luncheon which was
attended by a number of
Central Office folks. Mr.
Austin was truly surprised
and for once....speechless!
.... B.E. MCCONNELL,
M.D., an orthopedist in
Greenville, has worked with
TRC clients for more than
20 years. To thank the good
doctor for his service, the
TRC staff there presented
him with a Certificate of
Appreciation .... THE
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
was mentioned in a past
newsletter as a program to
help public employees with
personal problems. Please
note that the program has
been discontinued due to
lack of funding.... T.V. AND
MOVIE CELEBRITY Norman
Alden (one of those actors
you always remember seeing
but can never remember his
name) hosted a Familiar

Edward Austin

Dr B. E. McConnell

Faces Charity Golf Classic
in Ft. Worth last month.
Proceeds from the
tournament went to the

The requirement to
document the planned
frequency of client contact,
either in the IWRP or in a
Client Contact Report (CCR)
at the time of IWRP
development, has existed
since February 1, 1980 (RSM
06-4, I., F.).

Of 370 case folders
examined since November 1,
1980, 217 (58.6%) have
contained deficiencies related
to the IWRP. In most of
these cases, there has been
failure to document planned
frequency of client contact
which has, in many
instances, marred an
otherwise generally favorable
Profile of Deficiencies. The
time and effort required to
accomplish this relatively

Norm Alden and Expanco
employee, Dorothy McCrary

Association for Retarded
Citizens and Expanco, Inc., a
sheltered workshop which
employs a number of ERS
clients. By all accounts, the
event was lots of fun. The
money will go toward
construction of a facility
which will provide
employment, educational and
recreational opportunities for
the mentally and physically
disabled.

simple administrative task is
minimal. Therefore, when
the deficiency is observed, it
appears needless.

The logic for planning the
frequency of client contact
is contained in RSM 06-4.
Counselors would do
themselves a service by
meeting this requirement and
correct (or corrected) case
folders would add
significantly to the
professional quality of case
management. It follows,
however, that once the
schedule for contact is
established, it should be
followed. If the schedule
must be changed or cannot
be met for whatever reason,
the RSM permits modifica-
tion through a CCR entry.

Planned Frequency of
Client Contact

. . . by Ed Flanders
Director of Program Audit
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Congratulations to ...
LARRY SMITH, TRC

counselor in Houston, who
received the Distinguished
Achievement Award
(handicapped worker
category) from the Texas
Southern University Fourth
Annual Special Education
Conference. The award was
presented to Larry last
month "in recognition of his
demonstrated courage and
perseverance" and for his
participation in many
athletic, civic and University
of Houston organizations.

ERNEST CENTENO,
TRC counselor in San
Antonio, who was honored
recently for his "invaluable
contributions" to the Mexican
American Unity Council in
San Antonio. Ernest is the
courtesy counselor for the
Casa de Sol Alcoholic
Treatment Program. He was
awarded a plaque in
appreciation for his work
with Mexican American
alcoholics who live in the
Casa de Sol Halfway House.

THE MEMBERS OF THE
CIVIL RIGHTS TRAINING
COMMITTEE who received
plaques and thanks from the
Executive Committee last
month. The group worked
for more than 150 hours in
committee meetings to

Larry Smith

Ernest centeno

develop scripts for eight
tape/slide presentations to be
used throughout the
Commission. Members of
the committee are Edward
Austin, George Clark, James
L. Jackson, Doyle Wheeler,
Richard Palacios, Barbara
Sue Swift, John Patterson,
Tom Word and Ron Bass.

( IYDP
Notes

If anyone in Plainview is
not aware of the
International Year of
Disabled People, they must
have been out of town
during the week of March 29
- April 4. During that
week, the Handicapped
Association of Plainview
sponsored Handicap Focus
Week. By all accounts, the
effort was a huge success!

For starters, Plainview
Major J. Robert Wayland
proclaimed the week
Handicap Focus Week. Aside
from that, the high point of
t h e w e e k w a s a
"wheel-a-thon" through the
downtown area. Nine teams
of three people, including
some local and state
dignitaries, entered the race.
They had to manuever
through town in blindfolds,
on crutches and in
wheelchairs. The race
received great coverage in
the local newspaper. In
addition, the paper ran
several letters to the editor
concerning awareness of the
disabled and their needs.

HAP was formed in
connection with IYDP.
Adam Cuevas, TRC counselor
in Plainview, is the liaison
officer to the U.S. Council
on IYDP. The entire staff
in his office is actively
involved in IYDP. It appears
they're doing a great job!

TSU Conference Focuses on Disabled
Excitement...enthusiasm...

caring. Those are some of
the words people use to
describe the Staff
Development Activities held
last month at Texas Southern
University. The conference,
co-chaired b y Rosa
Broussard, TRC counselor in
Houston, was held in
connection with the
International Year of
Disabled People. Barbara

Sue Swift, TRC Civil Rights
Specialist, was the keynote
speaker at the conference.
The activities were
coordinated by TRC and TSU
staff members.

The program was
developed after a faculty
research team concluded that
TSU could improve
understanding of handicapped
students. Included in the
activities were sessions

concerning attitudes,
legislation affecting the
university and the disabled,
and methods of teaching and
interacting with handicapped
students.

Many of the TRC people
who participated in or
attended the conference
commended TSU for hosting
such a positive and
productive program.



IMPART Looks to F
For two days last month, RTgoing. IMPART

members of the IMPARTald "seek funding from
Advisory Committee stu w4 industry, vendors, the
IMPART'S past, prese elcal community and other
future. The comm urces.
gathered at the Lutc As f o r sp r eading
Center in San Antonio o information, several ideas
participate in a program suggested at the conference
coordinated by IMPART will be put into effect in
Director Dr. Carol Whitcraft. the near future. These

The conference focused include IMPART telephone
on two major areas: the stickers to be placed on
progress of IMPART since its vocational rehabilitation
creation in 1978 and counselors' phones, updated
continuation of the program brochures, informational
when its grant from the literature and videotaped
National Institute on client case stories for
Handicapped Research internal and public viewing.
expires in Sept., 1982. In addition, IMPART has
Participants were asked to recently acquired a new van
come up with ideas for which will be used to haul
funding IMPART and methods much of t h e a s s i s t i v e
to spread information about equipment available to
the program. clients. This will allow

Concerning the funding, IMPART personnel to take
state directors for vocational t h e e q u i p m e n t to t h e
rehabilitation programs in rehabilitation facilities so
several states, including that disabled people can see
TRC, have expressed a for themselves the
strong commitment to keep technology available to them.

Calendar of Events
May 1981

Management Training for
Supervisors

Management Training for
Supervisors

Managing the Training
Function

Management Training for
Supervisors

New Personnel/Specialized
Orientation

Comprehensive Rehabilitation
of the Severely Disabled

Texas State Mgmt.
Development Center,
Austin

Texas State Mgmt.
Development Center,
Austin

ARCEP,
Hot Springs, Ark.

ARCEP,
Hot Springs, Ark.

Central Office
Austin

Warm Springs Rehab.
Hopsital, Gonzales

Gann
Joins ERS Staff

It's long overdue, but this
month we welcome Errol
Gann to TRC. Gann is the
new Operations Director for
Extended Rehabilitation
Services. He joined the ERS
staff in January.

Gann comes to us from
Missouri, where he served as
State Supervisor for the
Section of Sheltered
Workshops, Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education. He has a great
deal of experience in the
fields of vocational
rehabilitation, sheltered
workshops and education.
Gann serves on the Advisory
Committee on Sheltered
Workshop Policy to the
Secretary of Health and
Human Services and the
Sheltered Workshop
Sub-Committee of the
President's Committee on
Employment of the
Handicapped. In addition, he
belongs to a number of state
and national professional and
advocacy associations. He
has served as a consultant to
TRC and TDMH/MR for the
past two years.

Retirements

Karl Brauer, Program
Specialist I, DDD, employed
December 1, 1966,
retirement effective April
17, 1981.
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