
Summary: Oral History of Alice Rios, former KRLD anchor and reporter 

Date: November, 2018 

  

During the early morning drive to work, many motorists could hear Alice Rios delivering the 

news on KRLD-AM radio. For 24 years, Rios reported and anchored the early morning drive 

with two male co-anchors. She never imagined going into radio, growing up in Houston as a 

child. 

  

Rios grew up in a very tight-knit family with her parents, sister and brother. A daily ritual at the 

Rios home was to watch the 6 p.m. news together. Rios, who is Mexican-American, remembers 

she was 12-years-old when she noticed a Hispanic woman reporting the news on the local ABC 

station. She became obsessed with Elma Barrera, the first female Hispanic reporter and anchor in 

Houston. That’s when she realized she wanted to become a television reporter when she grew up. 

  

Her parents, Arturo and Elisa Rios encouraged her and her siblings to go to college after graduat-

ing from high school. They wanted their children to get a college education, something they 

never were able to get for themselves. 

  

Rios attended Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas after graduating from 

high school. There she joined the campus radio station, KSAU, as a disc jockey.  Even though 

she initially had her mind set on becoming a television reporter, a professor persuaded her radio 

was just as rewarding a career. Radio was Dr. Joe Olivers’s passion, as it was where he spent his 

initial career. He often told his students that he believed radio news was harder than television 

news, because in radio you have to create the story in the listener’s mind without the help of vis-

uals or images.  

  

While carrying a full load of classes, Rios got a part-time job as a news reporter at a local coun-

try music station in Nacogdoches, KJCS. From there she was asked to transfer to KTSR/WTAW 

in Bryan-College Station for a better opportunity, to work as news director and reporter for a one 

(wo)man news operation.  For about a year she worked a split shift on both the FM and AM sta-

tions, working early morning hours then turning around and rounding out the day late in the af-

ternoon. 



 

It was a tough schedule, but all the while Rios was sending air-check audition tapes to then 

KRLD News Director Rick Ericson, and in the summer of 1991 got the break she'd been working 

for. She was hired as a traffic reporter and served in that role for three years before asking her 

boss for a new challenge. She began reporting and soon started anchoring morning drive on the 

weekends, ultimately landing in the morning anchor seat in 2011. She credits Ericson with her 

career success and to this day, more than 25 years later, seeks him out for advice and contacts. 

  

There were challenges in her career that she noticed right away. She realized that there were 

more men in the radio newsrooms and they would get the best assignments. Rios continued to 

push forward. She also noticed that she was usually the only Hispanic on staff. 

  

Rios also covered some of the biggest stories in the country. One morning in 1993 she was work-

ing and recalls when Branch Davidian cult leader, David Koresh called the newsroom and de-

manded to be put on the radio. At the time, Koresh and his followers were in a stand-off with the 

ATF at their Waco compound. 

  

There was several other interesting assignments that Rios would go on to cover. In 2015, the 

Obama administration chose Rios as one of a handful of journalists to interview the president 

one-on-one before the re-enrollment of the Affordable Care Act.  

 

In 2015, Rios parted ways with KRLD and make a career switch. Today, she is Assistant Direc-

tor of Marketing and Public Relations at Mountain View College in Dallas Community College 

District. She may be out of the news business, but she continues to share her experiences in news 

with students who are interested in the business and many other up-and-coming journalists.  

  


