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Galatyn Park Light Rail Transit Station 
 

Environmental Fact Sheet 
 
 

INTRODUCTION
 
The North Central Corridor LRT Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS, April 
1997) assessed the potential environmental impacts of implementing light rail transit in the 
North Central corridor except for two deferred LRT stations to be located in the vicinity of 
Campbell Road and SH 190.  These stations were deferred given the potential to plan these 
stations as joint development projects due to their location in growing employment areas.  The 
Record of Decision was issued by the US DOT and FTA in June 1997, approving the findings of 
the FEIS.  Since that time an opportunity has arisen to provide a destination station, known as 
the Galatyn Park LRT Station, adjacent to the future 500-acre Galatyn Park Development in the 
City of Richardson.  This proposed station location lies between Campbell Road and Renner 
Road as shown on Figure 1 (attached) within Line Section NC-5  The proposed Galatyn Park 
Station will replace the deferred Campbell Road Station.  
 
The proposed change in project definition includes the addition of an LRT station platform and 
related amenities within the DART owned right-of-way.  Figure 2 shows the 20% Preliminary  
Architectural drawings prepared for the proposed station.  DART has worked cooperatively with 
the developer and land owner, Hunt Petroleum Corporation, and the City of Richardson, to 
locate the LRT platform adjacent to a central plaza that will be the gateway to the Galatyn Park 
development.  The development will include a 25-acre expansion of the Northern Telecom 
(Nortel) office complex, a hotel, conference/performance arts facility, and other supporting land 
uses.  An Environmental Site Assessment has been prepared by the developer for the initial 
100-acre development area east of the DART right-of-way, incorporated herein by reference.  
On-site infrastructure improvements are currently underway.  
 
A public hearing was held on October 1, 1997 at the Clarion Hotel to receive comments on the 
proposed LRT station.  Citizens also had an opportunity to provide comments at the October 2 
public hearing for the proposed Plano Parkway grade separation if they were unable to attend 
the October 1 hearing.  In general, speakers supported the station concept, with two concerns 
being the absence of long-term parking at the station and the removal of the deferred Campbell 
Road station to the south. 
 
A Service Plan Amendment and revision to the DART Financial Plan are necessary to reflect 
the new station.  DART has extended the northern terminus of Line Section NC-4 from the 
Arapaho Road LRT Station to include the proposed Galatyn Park Station.  This would include 
the station in the phase one full development LRT double-track alignment (NC-3 and NC-4).  It 
is expected that the station would not be opened for revenue service until the Galatyn Park 
development is complete and the station is warranted.  Line Section NC-5 is planned to be 
developed as an initial single-track alignment with passing sidings to reflect intermediate 
capacity LRT operations until a second track and additional stations are added during phase 
two. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
 
The following sections provide an assessment of environmental issues consistent with the 
categories in the FEIS, and identifies any necessary mitigation measures resulting from the 
change in project definition.  
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Land Use and Economics
The proposed station location was requested by the City of Richardson and the land developer, 
Hunt Petroleum Corporation.  Existing land uses to the west of the station are allocated to the 
US 75 Central Expressway and associated frontage roads.  While the land to the east is 
currently vacant, it is being planned for future development of the Galatyn Park office 
development.  The station is being jointly planned by DART and the City to provide a destination 
station for employees and visitors of Galatyn Park.  All station related improvements will be 
constructed within DART right-of-way.  Three points of pedestrian access will be provided to the 
station platform by the developer through a central plaza located adjacent to and east of the 
platform.  Access from the north and south will also be available by way of a trail within the 50 
foot greenbelt buffer along the eastern edge of the DART right-of-way and along Stream 218.  
This station will enhance the accessibility to the proposed development and will serve to 
enhance the economic viability of Galatyn Park.  No impacts are expected with regard to land 
use and economics and no mitigation is required. 
 
Acquisitions and Displacements
The proposed station location will consist of a typical side platform station and related station 
amenities entirely within the DART right-of-way.  No land acquisitions or displacements will 
result, and no mitigation is required. 
 
Air Quality
The proposed station location will not result in air quality impacts beyond those affects 
described in the FEIS.  Because this station will serve as a destination station and be accessed 
by either pedestrian walkways or transit, no localized CO hot spots are anticipated.  No impacts 
are anticipated and no mitigation is required. 
 
Noise and Vibration 
The proposed station location will be located parallel to and just east of the US 75 Central 
Expressway frontage road, which contribute to the ambient noise levels in the immediate vicinity 
of the station location.  No sensitive receptors are located or planned to be within 100 feet of the 
LRT station.  Thus, no noise and vibration impacts are expected.  No mitigation is required. 
 
Visual and Aesthetics 
The FEIS assessed the potential visual impacts of stations on surrounding sensitive receptors 
or visual assets.  The proposed Galatyn Park LRT station will be located between the existing 
US 75 Central Expressway frontage road, and the future Galatyn Park development to the east.  
Primary viewers of the station will be arterial and freeway drivers and office tenants in the future 
development.  No sensitive receptors or visual assets are in the vicinity of the proposed station.  
Furthermore, the station will be well-integrated and connected with the future Galatyn Park 
development.  Three points of pedestrian access will be provided from the central plaza, and 
the station will be the key visual element and focal point at the west end of the central plaza.  
The City of Richardson and the developer are working closely with DART to ensure that the 
station fits into the overall site context and design.  No visual impacts are expected and no 
mitigation is required. 
 
Ecosystems 
The FEIS identified one wetland adjacent to this portion of the alignment that would not be 
directly impacted by grading or filling associated with the project.  Recent field surveys of the 
area indicate that the wetland area associated with Stream 218 (a branch of Spring Creek) have 
further encroached onto DART right-of-way and will be affected by the project.  This creek is 
located east of the DART right-of-way and flows parallel to the tracks in a northward direction.  
The areas of concern are located approximately 500 feet north of Lakeside Drive, extend for 
approximately 1,100 feet, and are as close as 10 to 15 feet from the centerline of the existing 
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tracks and extend beyond the DART right-of-way.  The apparent cause of this recent 
encroachment is the continued presence of and expansion of a beaver dam located in the 
creek. A wetlands consultant for the Galatyn Park land developer has field delineated these 
areas, including that portion within the DART right-of-way, and determined they are wetlands. 
 
The proposed platform for the Galatyn Park Station and the planned development to the east of 
the DART station will impact this wetland area.  DART’s Inter-Local Agreement (ILA) with the 
City of Richardson and the private developer stipulates that the developer is responsible for 
mitigating wetlands impacts including those on the DART right-of-way.  The developer has 
already begun coordination efforts through the US ACOE.  The USACOE will designate the 
required mitigation measures for this area. 
 
The FEIS did not identify any rare plant species within the vicinity of the project right-of-way.  
Hydrophytic vegetation associated with the wetland will be impacted and the USACOE will 
designate mitigation measures for this area.  In addition, the FEIS did not identify any impacts to 
the aquatic habitat at this location; however, the presence of the station and required grading 
and filling will cause the eradication of the beaver dam and the habitat associated with this type 
of ecosystem.  Mitigation for this habitat will be designated by the USACOE and coordinated 
with the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
Hydrology/Water Quality
Stream 218 is classified as “Water Quality Limited” - a highly aquatic habitat.  The proposed 
station and associated development east of the DART right-of-way will cause minor or short-
term impacts to the water quality of this body due to runoff from grading activities and the 
addition of fill material.  Gabion channel linings could be used to stabilize the creek banks.  The 
USACOE will evaluate the channel impacts and mitigation options. 
 
The FEIS stated that primary and secondary aquifers will not be impacted by project 
construction.  The mitigation measures provided for construction impacts and surface water 
quality impacts will result in minimal impacts to shallow groundwater. 
 
The project right-of-way parallels the existing floodplain of Stream 218 at the proposed station 
location.  The station platform will be located entirely within DART right-of-way and will not 
encroach into the floodplain.  However, station access associated with the Galatyn Park 
development to the east will affect the floodplain.  Since fill material into the designated 
floodplain will be required, coordination with the USACOE and the City of Richardson will be 
required to approve or disapprove of the fill material and mitigation options.  Coordination of 
floodplain impacts will be the responsibility of the developer as outlined in the Inter-Local 
Agreement.  No additional mitigation measures will be necessary beyond those corridor-wide 
mitigation measures and those specifically identified by the ACOE. 
 
Hazardous/Regulated Materials 
The FEIS did not identify the possible presence of hazardous materials at this site.  Additionally, 
a Phase I environmental site assessment was performed on the land adjacent to the DART 
right-of-way by the developer.  No regulatory facilities were identified during their assessment 
and no further environmental investigation was recommended.  Since this area is not 
considered “at-risk”, mitigation is not anticipated; however, should unanticipated sources of 
hazardous or regulated materials be encountered during construction of this project, DART’s 
Environmental Compliance Division will immediately be notified as outlined in the FEIS.  No 
additional mitigation is required. 
Safety and Security
Safety and security mitigation will follow that already outlined in the FEIS for station areas.  
DART LRT stations are designed with safety standards including warning signs, tactile strips at 
platform edges, signals, and fencing between tracks to control pedestrian crossings at the 
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station.  No additional mitigation beyond that already included in the FEIS and implemented 
through DART design standards is required. 
 
Transportation 
The proposed station is not expected to result in local or regional traffic impacts.  Because the 
station will serve as a destination station, access to the station will be by foot or by transit.  
Three pedestrian access points from the central plaza will be provided.  Pedestrian access from 
the north and south will also be available by a multi-purpose trail to be constructed by the 
developer within a 50 foot greenbelt along the eastern edge of the DART right-of-way.  
Preliminary transit service concepts include DART bus service along Performance Drive to the 
east.  A sheltered walkway would be provided along the north side of the central plaza to the 
LRT station.  Small and medium sized shuttles would be able to access the central plaza to 
drop-off or pick-up passengers at the LRT station.  Kiss-and-ride access would also be available 
through the central plaza.  No long-term parking would be provided.  Due to the station access 
characteristics, no localized intersection impacts on local roadways are expected.   No 
additional grade separations or at-grade crossings are necessary to accommodate the station.  
No mitigation is required. 
 
Cultural Resources
There is one potential historic archaeological resource that would be affected by the proposed 
Galatyn Park LRT Station.  There are no other known historic resources in the station vicinity.  
When the alignment was surveyed in March 1996, a potentially significant archaeological site 
(Site 41DL372, DART 02) was discovered near the Galatyn Park Station location.  National 
Register eligibility was not established at that time, because most of the site was located 
outside of the 100 foot LRT corridor, the area outside of the DART right-of-way is privately 
owned, and the portion within the right-of-way was judged to be highly disturbed by previous 
railroad and utility activity.  At the time of the survey, the project was judged to have no effect on 
the site, as only the highly disturbed portion within the right-of-way was to have been affected by 
the project.  The proposed station will include pedestrian access from the eastern side, where 
the archaeological site is located.  This pedestrian access, which will be privately developed, 
may affect the potentially significant artifact concentration.  If a construction easement is 
necessary in the area of the archaeological site, a supplemental archaeological survey may be 
necessary.  When the project station plans are further developed, a letter will be transmitted to 
the State Historic Preservation Officer by FTA, informing their office of the proximity of the 
station to the site, and to request what additional testing or checking are necessary and/or 
concurrence with the existing determination of no effect.  Because the revised station location is 
being planned jointly, DART is developing an Inter-Local Agreement with the City of Richardson.  
That agreement will include the development of mitigation measures regarding the treatment of 
the archaeological site, if it is determined to be necessary.  The supplemental archaeological 
survey may be necessary to determine the site’s significance, as a condition of the Inter-Local 
Agreement.  If the site is found to be significant, a plan would be developed with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer to mitigate the project’s effects on the site. 
 
A determination of Section 4(f) use cannot be made until National Register eligibility for the site 
has been determined.  If the archaeological site is found to be eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places, the project may result in a finding of Section 4(f) use or constructive use; and 
because of this, a supplemental Section 4(f) evaluation will be necessary.  Other than the 
potential for Section 4(f) use at the archaeological site, this facility would not result in Section 
4(f) use.  
 
Construction Impacts
All construction mitigation will follow that outlined in the FEIS.  Construction of the proposed 
station will take place within the DART owned right-of-way.  Pedestrian access from the central 
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plaza to the station will be constructed by the developer, and mitigation measures outlined in 
the ILA will be the responsibility of the private developer and their contractor.   
 
 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
 
This Environmental Fact Sheet is provided for your review and concurrence in accordance with 
the DART North Central Corridor Mitigation Monitoring Program. It is the recommendation of 
DART that the proposed Galatyn Park LRT station does not warrant additional environmental 
analysis beyond that recommended in this Fact Sheet and contained in the FEIS.  There are 
three primary issues associated with the development of the station that will require additional 
attention:  Wetlands, floodplains, and the potential historic archaeological site.  Wetland and 
floodplain ACOE coordination efforts have already been initiated by the City and the developer, 
and the ILA will stipulate that necessary mitigation measures will be implemented by the private 
developer.  The ILA indicates that DART will take the lead on conducting an additional 
archaeological survey and preparing a Request for Determination of Eligibility Report for the site 
in question if recommended by the SHPO following review of this fact sheet.   These measures 
will mitigate potential impacts associated with the station and the private access and land 
development improvements to the east.    
 
With FTA concurrence, DART will include the proposed change in project definition in the final 
design of North Central Corridor line section NC-4 as reflected in the attached 20% Preliminary 
Architectural drawings.  Final design for NC-4 was initiated during the week of September 29, 
1997; the 30% design submittal is scheduled for completion in late December 1997.  All 
necessary mitigation measures are able to be finalized by that date so that required measures 
can be reflected in the 65% design submittal package. 
 
 












































