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Nora Lopez became a very curious and inquisitive little girl growing up in Edinburgh, Texas, be-
cause of her love for reading. Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boy’s mysteries were her favorites. “I 
think they instilled an early sense of what is right and wrong and helping make things right,” 
says Lopez. She also liked writing and excelled in her English classes. When teachers would as-
sign a one-page essay for homework, Lopez would write a three-page essay. 
 
By the time she was a freshman in high school, Lopez knew she wanted to become a journalist. 
Eventually, she joined the student newspaper at her high school that was published once a week. 
“See I have been meeting newspaper deadlines since I was a sophomore in high school,” Lopez 
said.  
 
In 1982, she enrolled at Pan American University in her hometown. That’s all her parents could 
afford. There she joined the student newspaper and found advisors who inspired her. “I really 
loved my college experience because we had a great student advisor who pushed us to be inquisi-
tive, curious and to hold the university accountable,” Lopez explained.  
 
During her junior year in college she was hired at the Edinburg Daily Review. A few years ear-
lier, that same editor-in-chief had turned her down for a reporting job when she applied after 
graduating from high school.  Later he would become one of Lopez’s career-long mentors.  
 
Her work caught the attention of the San Antonio Express News when she was a junior in col-
lege. An editor told her he would have a job waiting for her after graduation, and that’s where 
she went a year later.  
 
For the first time she would move away from her hometown and her parents, but she took part of 
them with her. Her father taught her to have empathy and humor which has helped her in her ca-
reer. “That’s what I would draw upon and I think that’s what would get me get the interviews, 
because I could show empathy to the people I was interviewing,” Lopez said.   
 
Her mother and her mother’s sister were a big influence on Lopez too.  Her aunt was very social 
and gregarious, and her mother was strong and confident.  “When I became a reporter I adopted 
almost a persona of my tia and my mom, a combination of the two.”  
 
Lopez has come a long way since her life as the child of migrant workers who would pick up and 
move to California and Washington State to work the fields and orchards for fruits and vegeta-
bles. They decided to give up that life when Lopez was five-years-old. Her mother didn’t want 
her pulled out of school for the migrant life. She wanted her daughter to get a good education. 
 
Lopez also learned to have ambition and goals from her parents. After working for the Express 
News for a few years, she took a job at the competition, the San Antonio Light. There she worked 
as the police beat reporter until 1992 when the paper was shut down. It was bought by Hearst 
which also owned the Express News. Hearst decided it was best to close The Light and 



strengthen their other paper. That’s when Lopez headed to the Dallas Morning News, another pa-
per she had on her journalism bucket list. She covered the police and education beats there until 
2000 when the San Antonio Express News offered her a job.  
 
At the Express News she went from reporter to editor, helping her staff and the paper become 
one of the best in the country. Today she is the metro editor. She oversees metro, sports, feature 
and the business sections of the newspaper which covers city hall, school courts, and specialty 
beats. Lopez is one of a few women, and Latinas, who holds such a prestigious position at a 
newspaper. “It feels empowering and I think back at this paper as a little intern writing obits and 
weather stories and now here I am, making the calls on what will be page one tomorrow,” Lopez 
said.   
 
Lopez also accomplished something else aside from a strong career, she became an American 
citizen in 2008. It was something she didn’t see a need to become because as she put it, “I al-
ready feel like I’m an American.”  As the political landscape changed in the U.S., Lopez decided 
it was time. Her colleagues surprised Lopez and a co-worker with a private citizenship swearing 
in at the Express News.  
 
Even though today she is a manager, Lopez wouldn’t mind going back to the streets to report. 
She loves the energy and the empowerment of telling a good story. But she also wouldn’t mind 
becoming an editor-in-chief one day. Lopez knows she has the background and confidence to do 
it. “I didn’t plan to suddenly be second in charge at the paper and the decision making that goes 
along with that, but now I think, ‘Why not?’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


