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H.B. No. 70 

ANACT 

relating to a strategic plan goal by the Department of Agriculture 

to prevent crop diseases and plant pests in this state. 

BE IT ENACTEDBY THE LEGISLATUREOF THE STATEOF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 12, Agriculture Code, is amended by 

adding Section 12.008 to read as follows: 

Sec. 12.008. STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: CROP DISEASE AND PLANT 

PEST PREVENTION. The department shall include in the department's 

strategic plan required under Chapter 2056, Government Code, a goal 

of preventing crop diseases and plant pests in this state by: 

(1) improving the department's preventative 

management practices concerning crop diseases and plant pests; 

(2) increasing the performance of activities directly 

related to crop disease and plant pest prevention; 

(3) creating and implementing a strong surveillance 

program that includes activities designed to: 

(A) identify and locate any possible source of 

infection or exposure to domestic or foreign diseases or pests that 

affect crops grown in this state; and 

(B) aid the department in the early detection of 

any domestic, foreign, or emerging crop diseases and plant pests; 

(4) evaluating the department's diagnostic procedures 

to ensure the performance of diagnostic evaluations and 

investigations occurs timely and accurately; 
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(5) improving the effectiveness of the department's 

control and eradication methods; 

(6) evaluating and expanding, if necessary, the 

department's emergency management activities related to crop 

diseases and plant pests; and 

(7) addressing how the department will educate 

farmer s, agr icultur al producer s, and communities that sustain 

agr iculture in this state about crop disease and plant pest 

prevention. 

SECTION 2. The Department of Agriculture shall, using 

existing funds, include in the first strategic plan under Chapter 

2056, Government Code, issued after the effective date of this Act 

the goal and methods of implementing the goal required by Section 

12.008, Agr icultur e Code, as added by this Act. 

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019. 
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Speaker of the House 

I certify that H.B. No. 70 was passed by the House on April 

30, 2019, by the following vote: Yeas 144, Nays 3, 1 present, not 

voting. 

Chief Clerk of the Hou e 

I certify that H.B. No. 70 was passed by the Senate on May 15, 

2019, by the following vote: 

APPROVED: 

Date 

Governor 
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PROCLAMATION 
BYTHE 

~olttrnor of f4t ~faft of «Utxas 
41-3631 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor 
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 70 as passed by the Eighty-
Sixth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections: 

House Bill 70 would unnecessarily direct the Department of Agriculture to 
include in its strategic plan the goal of preventing crop diseases and plant pests. 
That subject is adequately covered in the Department of Agriculture's most recent 
strategic plan, and that is not expected to change in future iterations. See TEX. 
GOY'T CODE§ 2056.002(b). 

Since the Eighty-Sixth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has 
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the Secretary 
of State and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the 
aforementioned constitutional provision. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I 
have signed my name officially 
and caused the Seal of the State to 
be affixed hereto at Austin, this 
15th day of June, 2019. 

Governor of Texas 

~E~~:----
~ARZA 

Deputy Secretary of State 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

4'· «i5pm O'CLOCK 

JUN 1 5 2019 




