TRAVEL NEWS

N JUNE 14, the Texas State

Aquarium in Corpus Christi

took a big step toward going
green by activating the new solar
panels that were installed on the
aquarium’s rool.

The project, tunded by a $50.000
donation from Green Mounlain
Energy, is expected to produce more
than 12,000 kilowatts a year and save
the popular attraction about $117,000
in electricity costs during a 30-year
period. The 36 large solar panels turn
sunlight into energy and are expected
to help the aquarium reduce its car-
bon [ootprint by offsetting about
26.000 pounds of carbon dioxide a
year (the equivalent of what is pro-
duced by driving 29,000 miles).

The donation by Green Mountain
Energy is believed, by aquarium off3-
cials, to be the largest of its kind in
Corpus Christi. It's the first project
of its kind funded and built by the
Austin-based energy company,

“We are thrilled with this contribu-
tion from Green Mountain Energy
Company,” says Aquarium President &
CEO Tom Schmid. “As one of the
leading environmental education facili-
ties in South Texas, we understand how
mmportant it is for us to ‘walk the talk’
in terms of conservation and sustain-
ability. This new solar array will not only
reduce our energy costs, it will provide
anew opportunity to inform our guests
about the importance of solar energy.”

HE GARRETT Creek Ranch

Conference Center, which has

been in operation for 22 years
just northwest of Dallas, closes its
doors on July 31, According o co-
owner Leslie Schullz, the family re-
tains the ranch. but “we felt that the
best use ol the ranch is no longer in
the conference business.”

"The facility, which had been a hot
spot for corporale meetings, will be-
come New Hope at Garrett Creek
Ranch, a recovery center for those suf-
fering from alcoholism and addictions,

The Texas State Aquarium in Corpus Christi goes green with the addition
of a solar-panel roof that will help reduce its carbon footprint.

IN THE RANKS

ELEBRATED LIVING, Ameri-
can Airlines' magazine, rc-
leased its special platinum issue
to highlight the best of the best as
selected by its readers, Among the
best were several Texas properties.
Noting that “cxcellence is person-
al,” the magazine shares its list of 20
Top Mainland U S. Hotels, which in-
cludes San Antonio’s Omni La Man-
sion del Rio in the No. 9 slot, Dallas’
Rosewood Mansion on Turtle Creek
coming in at No. 14, and the Four

Seasons Resort and Club Dallas at
Las Colinas at No. 18. The hotels
were in the company of such nota-
bles as the Waldorf Astoria (No. 4),
The Plaza in New York City (No.
17) and the Hotel Del Coronado in
San Diego (No. 1).

In the category ol Top 20 1S,
Goll Resorls, Austin’s Fazio Can-
vons at Barton Creek is listed in the
No. 6 slot, just after such notables
as California’s Pebble Beach and
Torrey Pines. Coming in at No. 13,
TPC Four Scasons Las Colinas made
the list for the second year, The
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course hosts the HP Byron Nelson
Championship, and its Hall of
Champions has a trove of Byron
Nelson golf memorabhilia.

In the list of platinum spas, Lake
Austin Spa Resort in Austin was the
solc Texas representative, second
only to Canyon Ranch in Tuscon
and beating out other notables such
as The Spa at Camelback Inn in
Scottsdale, Ariz., and the Spa Grande
at Grand Wailea in Maui,

CCORDING TO U.S. News

and World Report, San Anto-

nio, Austin and Dallas/Fort
Worth are among 2010's Top 15
Best Family Vacations in the USA
— destinations that have an abun-
dance of diverse attractions, unigue
sights, world-class museums and the
best family-friendly hotels.

San Antonio landed the No. 2
slot — between San Diego (No. 1)
and Disney World (No. 3) — for its
wealth of [amily-Iricndly attractions
like the Alamo City Ghost Tours,
Six Flags Fiesta Texas, SeaWorld,
cowboy and music shows, historic
parks, natural preserves. canyons,
caves and more. “Add to that abun-
dance of family-friendly restaurants
and a relatively unigue setting, and
San Antonio truly is a first-rate
family destination.”

Coming in the No. 8 spot — besl-
ed by The Grand Canyon, San Fran-
cisco, Washington, D.C., and Ilono-
lulu, Oahu — is Austin, Credited for
having much the same appeal as the
No. 1 destination, Austin is described
as a “diverse urban environment that
is accessible to the outdoors, ereating
a variety of [amily attractions.

“Families can enjoy a city tour while
taking a tour of the city’s million-
strong bat colony,” the article reads.

“The preponderance of family-
[riendly restaurants is also available
at some of the cheapest prices in the
country. Austin lacks the iconic,
once-in-lifetime appeal of the top
five, but is a great pick for an under-
rated lamily travel destination,”
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Fort Davis is among the many historic sites and museums offering free admission to active military personnel and

their families.

Both Dallas and Fort Worth,
collectively in at No. 12, were noted
for their tamily-friendly offerings,
including Six Flags Over Texas,
z00s, aquariums, children’s theaters
and Wild West demonstrations.

Other destinations making the
list were Chicago: Yosemite: Phila-
delphia; Myrtle Beach, Fla.: Phoenix:
and Yellowstone.

ORGAN'S Wonderland,

San Antonio’s family park for

special needs kids and adults.
has already won national recognition
from two prominent organizations,
including United Cerebral Palsy's
Universal Accessibility Design Award.

The wheelchair-accessible park,
which opened in March, features rides,
playgrounds, gardens, an eight-acre
fishing lake, an 18,000-square-foot spe-
cial events center. a 575-seat amphithe-
ater. a picnic area and rest areas.

The park also made it as a Favor-
ite Place on Google, based on the
number of times people found the
parks listing and chicked through lor
more information. According to
Google, less than 1 percent of all
U.S. businesses carn the Favorile
Place on Google designation,

Gordon Iartman, founder of The
Gordon Hartman Family Founda-

tion and the driving force behind
Morgan’s Wonderland. accepted the
United Cerebral Palsy honor at the
organization’s 2010 annual confer-
ence in Chicago.

“We're thrilled to receive this
national recognition from UCP be-
cause it validates what Morgan’s
Wonderland is all about — an ultra-
accessible park where anyone with
physical or cognitive challenges can
have a truly enjoyable and memorable
experience with family members,
friends and other park guests,”
Hartman says.

ON EXHIBIT

HROUGH Labor Day, Sept. 6,

active military personnel and their

[amilies will be welcomed, free
of charge, to more than 700 historic
sites and museums in Texas and
across the U.S. as part of thc Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts’
Blue Star Museums program.

Participating museums, from all

50 states and the District of Colum-
bia, include children's museums and
those with a broad range of art, his-
tory, science and cultural topics—
from the Museum of Fine Arts in
Houston to the California Surf Mu-
seum in Oceanside.

“We are excited to participate in
the Blue Star program this year,
which is a great opportunity to rec-
ognize active military all summer
long and give back (o those families
who sacrifice so much for our coun-
iry,” savs Donna Williams, Texas His-
torical Commission’s Historic Sites
Division director. “A number of our
sites are dedicated to preserving the
memory of military service in Texas.
At the THC we strive to educate and
broaden people’s understanding of
the important role that military per-
sonnel have played in Texas history
from its birth as a Republic to the
present.”

The Modern Art Museum of Fort
Worth, the McNay Art Museum in
San Antonio and the El Paso Muse-
um of Art, as well as all 20 THC
sites, are among those offering free
admission to visitors with a Geneva
Convention Common Access Card
(CAC).aDD Form 1173 or a
DD Form 1173-1 for active-
duty military personnel
(Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rines, Coast Guard, National
Guard, and Reserve) and five
immediate family members,

For a list of participating museums
and sites in Texas, visit www.nea.gov/
national/bluestarmuseums,

HE FORT WORTH Museum of
Science and History continues
its showcase of handmade toys
with Mexico: Festival of Toys,
an exhibit that opened May 5 in
cclebration of the Bicentennial
of Mexican Independence and the
Centennial of the Mexican Revolu-
tion. The exhibit, created by the
Papalote Museo del Nino in Mexico,
continues through Aung. 10.

The more than 600 toys — view-
able in the muscum’s Innovation
Gallery — reveal the spirit of play, as
well as the beauty and craftsmanship
behind an ancient tradition of folk art
in toy making. Aside from toys creat-
ed simply for play, they also feature
toys created as important parts of cel-
cbrations like Christmas, Day of the
Dead, Holy Week and Carmival.

Guests can experience the ingenuity
and color of Mexican tovs, and the
country’s tradition of popular art
with diversity ol [orms, LexLures, mate-
rials and technigues — 1s reflected in its
objects of play both past and present.

“The Museum 1s proud to partner
with the Consulate General of Mexi-
co in Dallas, Texas. and the Papalote
Children’s Museum in Mexico to
bring this exhibition to Fort Worth

Mexico: A Festival of Toys exhibit at
the Fort Worth Museum of Science
and History showcases the artistic and

cultural aspects of handcrafted toys.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FORT WORTH MUSELM OF SCIENCE
ANE HISTCRY



JULY 2010 kS

so that we can share the beauty and KICKAPOO CAVERNS NOW OPEN TO PUBLIC

plavlulness of Mexican crallsman-
ship with our guests from throughout
the region,” says Museum of Science
and History President Van A. Ro-
mans. “This unique exhibition spans
generations and highlights the role
of the toy in the diverse and colorful
expressions of Mexican [olk art.”

“Mexican toys reflect the humor,
creative ability, and colorfulness of
our nation,” says Consul General of
Mexico Juan Carlos Cué-Vega. “We
shall also remember that toys are not
only used by children, but some of
them, like the lottery or the cups and
balls, are also enjoyed by adults.”

For more information, call (817)
255-9300 or (888) 255-9300), or visil
www. fwmuseum.org,

TEXAS ON TV

NEW TRAVEL television

show, “The Daytripper.” will

be introduced to major Texas
markets on PBS this spring and
summer with its mission to “high-
light all the natural and man-made
wonders that lie throughout the state
and to enrich the lives of viewers by
inspiring them to venture out on day-
trip excursions of their own to explore
the great wonder that is Texas.”

The travel show, produced by
Austin-based production company
Hogaboom Road, originally launched
in Austin last fall on the city’s PBS
station KLRU. With increased view-
er interest, host and creator Chet
Garner decided to expand the show’s
coverage arca which will now cover
College Station, Killeen, Waco, Hous-
ton, Dallas, Corpus Christi. San An-
tonmio, Amarillo, Midland and Lubbock.

Austin American-Staresman TV
critic Dale Roe savs, “Garner is a
charming and humorous host ... the
scgments have the quick-cut look and
feel of shows you might see on the
Travel Channel or the Food Network,
and incorporating elements of both.”

The premier episode focuses on
Waco. home of Dr Pepper and
Baylor University; good, old-fash-
ioned burgers; and mountain biking.
Other cities showcased will include
Bastrop, Burnet, Luling, Shiner and
Fredericksburg.

The program will touch on well-
known Texas landmarks, obscure dives
and hideaways, the Hill Country, bar-
becue joints, Texas vineyards and more.

For more information and air-
dates, visit www.thedaytripper.com.

FTER MORE than 20 years of
limited access, Kickapoo Cav-
ern State Park is now open
with full public access for recre-
ation and overnight camping.
An activity-filled grand opening on
June 14 made it official.

The park, located 22 miles north
of Brackettville in south Edwards
County, preserves three distinct eco-
regions — the Texas Hill Country,
Trans-Pecos and South Texas Brush
Country — that converge on the
6,300-plus-acre property. It features
14 miles of mountain biking trails,
18 miles of undesignated hiking &
birding trails, and more than 15
caves, including Kickapoo Cavern
and the Stuart Bat Cave, roost of
an estimated 1 million Mexican free-
tailed bats.

“The bat flights are pretty spec-
tacular,” says Steve Blair of Texas
Parks & Wildlife. “There are 500,000
bats here at the cave. It takes ap-
proximately an hour and a half for all
the bats to get out of the cave.”

During the opening ceremony, the
new Seargeant Memaotial hike and
bike trail was dedicated and named
after the late Tommy Seargeant, a
former Kinney County judge whose
family owned the property before
selling it to Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.

“| think this is an extraordinary re-
alization of Judge Seargeant's vision

David Seargeant, left, Nell Seargeant Walker and Tommy D. Seargeant
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unveil the memorial bronze plaque at the trailhead of the Seargeant
Memorial Trail in Kickapoo Cavern State Park.

to see this property transformed to a
state park, particularly for the folks
of Kinney County,” says TPWD Exec-
utive Director Carter Smith. “He had
a lot of pride in this part of Texas, and
he wanted to protect it so that the
people here could always enjoy it."
Smith adds, “We have the privi-
lege of stewarding on your behalf a
hundred state park sites, a hundred
of Texas’ most treasured places that
literally and figuratively tell the life
and history and story and spirit of our
great state, places from the birth-
place of Texas to the home place of

presidents, grand canyons and grand
calderas, bat caves and wonderful
pictographs and old German brewer-
ies and just about anything you want
to come see and enjoy.”

“It's just a natural place to be,”
says park superintendent Mike Kne-
zek. “We're trying to keep it as natu-
ral as possible; trying to make sure
that it stays low key, a little laid back,
and it's just a great place to be."

For more information, contact
Kickapoo Cavern State Park at
(830) 563-2342, or visit www.tpwd.
state.tx.us.

INDUSTRY INSIDER

ALT DABNEY, credited

for directing major changes

through the Texas State Park
system over the past 11 vears, will
retire as the Texas State Parks di-
rector, effective Aug. 31.

Dabney, who came to Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department after 30
years with the National Park Service,
is noted for being instrumental in
working with constituent groups and
the Legislature to transform a park
system suffering from worn out
equipment, deteriorating facilities
and sagging employee morale into a
better funded, more professional,
customer-oriented and technologi-
cally savvy operation.

Dabney, 64, cites increased state
[unding for parks as a high point of
his TPWD career.

“It was huge,” Dabney says.
“Thanks to the Legislature, we've
been able to build a programmatic
infrastructure that supports a mod-
ern-day park system. providing natu-
ral and cultural resource manage-
menl, comprehensive law enforee-
menl and all those components that
lead to a successful park system.”

Dabney also is proud of the re-
vamping of the state parks’ interpre-
tation, prescribed fire, natural and
cultural resource management, and
law enforcement programs, as well
as the recent implementation of
what he calls the nation’s best park
business management system. which
includes a centralized, electronic
park reservation system. He also
singled out the Texas Outdoor
Family camping and Free Fishing
in State Parks initiatives as trend-
setting efforts to reconnect an in-

creasingly urban population with na-
ture and the outdoors.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion Chairman Peter Holt of San An-
tonio says, “Walt's commitment to a
better park system for Texas helped
turn the tide, so today our parks are
beginning to flourish with increased
staff and improved [acilities.”

“Texas Parks and Wildlife won't
be the same without Walt Dabney.
but it will be better because of him,”
says Scott Boruff, TPWD deputy
cxecutive director for operations,
who oversees the State Parks Divi-
sion. “Walt will be remembered for
his absolute dedication to providing
recreational and educational oppor-
tunities for the common man and
for his fierce and compassionate
support for his staff and colleagues.”

A nationwide search is planned to
find a new state parks director.
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