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At their regular monthly meeting held Tuesday, August 10, 2004, the Edwards Aquifer Authority Board of
Directors voted to deny the permit applications of Mr. Robert J. Schulte and Peavy Ranch.

The applications were denied based on a recommendation received from the State Office of Administrative
Hearings. The permit application for Mr. Robert J. Schulte was denied because the well is exempt and does
not require a permit. In addition it was determined that the Applicant did not own a well that withdrew and
beneficially used groundwater from the Edwards Aquifer during the historical period, (June 1,1972 through
May 31, 1993) because the well was not drilled until November 1, 1996. The permit application for Peavy
Ranch was denied because it was filed after the December 30, 1996 deadline set forth in the Authority's rules
and statute. This action by the board represents the judicial authority granted to it by the Texas Legislature.
Each applicant may appeal the board's decision to state district court.

Authority directors also approved proposed rules to amend EDWARDS AQUIFER AUTHORITY RULES,
including ch. 711 (Groundwater Withdrawals), subchapter C (Exempt Wells). This rule proposes to add
another requirement for an existing, otherwise exempt, well in some cases when the ownership of the land
on which the well is situated is being transferred. The general manager will now publish these proposed
rules for public comment.

In addition, Authority directors approved a contract between the Authority and Southwest Research Institute
to study the Edwards Aquifer flow system in Uvalde County. Authority directors also approved an Interlocal
Cooperation Agreement between the Authority and the San Antonio Water System to fund the installation of
new monitoring wells and to collect data from existing monitoring wells. The purpose of these wells is to
evaluate and monitor the position of the Edwards Aquifer freshwater/saline water interface. Both studies are
part of the Edwards Aquifer Optimization Program, a comprehensive program for the study and management
of the Edwards Aquifer.

In other action, directors approved fourteen initial regular permits representing approximately 597 acre-feet
of Edwards groundwater. Three of these permits were for applicants who had previously filed protests on
their proposed permits. After further review of the applicants' files, all parties agreed the applicants
provided additional documentation to substantiate their claims for more Edwards groundwater than
originally proposed by staff. To date, the Authority has issued final decisions on 978 Initial Regular Permit
applications representing, approximately 89% of all applications filed with the Authority. The Authority has
granted 779 permits representing a total of 523,570 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer permitted groundwater
withdrawal rights, and denied 199 permit applications. Approximately 115 permit applications representing
approximately 47,075 acre-feet of proposed Edward's groundwater withdrawal rights remain pending final
action.
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The Authority operates 58 "real-time" precipitation gauges that transmit data to the Authority office every 6
minutes. The rain gauges are generally located over the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone and Drainage Area.
Acquired data is used in aquifer recharge calculations, precipitation enhancement program evaluations, and a
variety of research projects.

The August 2004 rainfall totals map, as recorded by the real-time gauging system, indicated moderate
regional precipitation was recorded over the gauging system area with several specific locations recording
significant amounts of rain. Rainfall measurements in August were once again below normal as recorded at the
official National Weather Service stations at Uvalde, Hondo, San Antonio, and San Marcos; however, Authority
gauging system data indicates more significant rain occurred in the central and northern portions of the
gauging area. Average rainfall this month measured at 2.6 inches (as compared with 1.2 inches in July) with
the highest measurements of over 8 inches recorded at two stations in southern Kendall County and one
station in northeast Medina County. Rainfall totals exceeding 4 inches were recorded over parts of north-
western Bexar and northeastern Medina counties, western Bandera County, and eastern Uvalde County.
Several large areas reported less than 1 inch of precipitation in August; these areas include northwest Uvalde
County, central Medina County, northern Comal County, and eastern Hays County.

If you have questions regarding the Authority's real-time precipitation gauging system, please contact
Earl Parker, Program Manager - Investigations and Monitoring.
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Ten candidates have applied for a place on the ballot for the Tuesday, November 2, 2004 election to the
Edwards Aquifer Authority Board of Directors. Races in District 6 in Bexar County, District 10 in Hays County,
and District 14 in Uvalde County are contested. Races in District 2 and District 4 in Bexar County, District 8 in
Comal County and District 12 in Medina County are uncontested.

The candidates and the district offices they are seeking are:

District 2

District 4

District 6

District 8

Bexar County

Bexar County

Bexar County

Comal County

District 10 Hays County

District 12 Medina County

District 14 Uvalde County

Dr. Levi Jackson, III

Bonnie Conner

Gilbert Gallego, Susan K. Hughes

Ramon Chapa, Jr.

W. Kenneth Barnes,

Hunter Schuehle

Mario H. Cruz, Joe Parker

The period for filing an application for write-in candidacy closed at 5:00 PM, Wednesday, September 8, 2004.
The Authority is contracting with county officials to conduct elections in districts where there are contested races.

In August, Authority directors granted eleven groundwater withdrawal permits representing approximately
97.776 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer groundwater withdrawal rights. The board also approved agreed final
orders and permits for three applicants who had previously filed protests on their proposed permits. After
further review of the applicant's files, all parties to these contested permit proposals agreed on a proposed
permit amount when the applicant provided additional documentation to substantiate their claims for more
Edwards groundwater than originally proposed by staff. These agreed final orders represent approximately
499.299 acre-feet of Edwards groundwater. Authority directors also denied two permit applications.

To date the Authority has issued final decisions on 978 Initial Regular Permit applications representing
approximately 89% of all applications filed with the Authority. The Authority has granted 779 permits and denied
199 permit applications. The Authority has granted a total of 523,570 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer permitted
groundwater withdrawal rights. Approximately 115 permit applications remain, representing approximately
47,075 acre-feet of proposed Edwards's groundwater withdrawal rights.

For information regarding this program, contact Robert Burns, Permits Coordinator.

In August, Authority staff issued 15 well construction and well plugging permits. This total includes two Edwards
Aquifer domestic well permits, one Edwards Aquifer municipal well permit, four Edwards Aquifer well plugging
permits, and eight "drill through" the Edwards Aquifer permits.

For more information regarding the Authority's Well Construction Program contact Jeff Robinson, Regulatory
Programs Coordinator.
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by Rick IlIgner, Program Manager
Groundwater Management Strate

The Edwards Aquifer Authority (the Authority) has kicked off its well registration campaign. The "Be Well
Informed" campaign will assist well owners within the Authority's eight county region with registering all

existing household and/or livestock wells completed in the Edwards Aquifer.

A well owner can register their well over the telephone by simply calling the toll-free number, 1-888-363-
6037. A bilingual operator is available 24 hours per day, seven days a week, to assist in the process. Well
owners may also register online at www.edwardsaquifer.org. As an added bonus, the Authority will waive the
registration fee. In addition, the first 500 registrants will receive a voucher for a free bacteria test for their
well water.

The Authority is also locating owners of unregistered, non-permitted Edwards Aquifer water wells with the
help of both Geographic Information System (GIS) data and county appraisal rolls. Authority staff will
contact anyone who owns land that is likely to have an unregistered Edwards Aquifer water well. If the
landowner does not have an Edwards Aquifer well, we ask that the owner still contact the call center so
Authority staff can remove their information from the database.

Registering wells is important for several reasons. First registering is essential to proper management of the
Edwards Aquifer. Second, registering wells will provide protection for well owners and for the Edwards
Aquifer system in the event of contamination. Finally, the Edwards Aquifer Authority Act requires registering
wells.

For more information on the "Be Well Informed" campaign contact the Edwards Aquifer Authority's call
center at 1-888-363-6037 or complete your registration on-line by visiting the Authority's web site at
www.edwardsaquifer.org.

Groundwater Withdrawal Transfers
by Rick-lIgner, Program Manager - Groundwater Management Strategies

In August 2004, Authority staff processed 13 partial sales and lease transfers representing 2,465.172 acre-feet
in Edwards Aquifer groundwater withdrawal rights. Since the inception of the transfer program, Authority staff
has processed 1,087 partial sales and lease transfers representing 199,075.111 acre-feet of groundwater
withdrawal rights. Of the 71,087 partial sale and lease transfers completed, only 787 are currently active
representing 142,399.175 acre-feet. Active transfers include 126 sub-leased transfers representing 27,978.452
acre-feet. In addition, Authority staff processed seven changes of ownership or miscellaneous transfers
representing 3,091.124 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer groundwater.

Transfer forms are located at the Authority's main office located at 1615 N. St. Mary's Street. For more
information, contact Naomi Esquivel, Program Associate.
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On January 13, staff issued 294 non-agricultural aquifer management fee invoices based on authorized use for
2004. These invoices were based on an aquifer management fee rate of $29.00 per acre-foot. As of August
31, the Authority has collected $6,499,308 or 69% of the budgeted amount. Aquifer management fees totaling
$25,000 from 15 pumpers are considered delinquent.

Aquifer management fees for 2003 agricultural use were due January 31. As set forth in the Edwards Aquifer
Authority Act, the aquifer management fee rate for agricultural users is $2.00 per acre-foot. As of August 31,
the Authority has received reports from 652 agricultural users totaling 82,801 acre-feet of groundwater used in
2003. To date, the Authority has collected $165,625 in aquifer management fee revenue or 83% of the amount
budgeted.

If you have questions regarding
Administration.

the aquifer management fees, please call Brock Curry, Program Manager -

J-17 (San Antonio) Index Well -
The J-17 index well August 2004
level average in
August 2004 was
684.5' above mean
sea level (msl) - down
4.6 feet from last
month's average of
689.1' msl. The
August 2004 high was
686.4' (August 1) and
the low was 683.1'
(last occurring on
August 22), a range
of 3.3 feet.

The August 2004
average is 26.7 feet
above the J-17
historical monthly
average for August
of 657.8' msl.
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J-17 (San Antonio)

------- Historical Monthly Average

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Day

August 2004 August 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 686.4 681.6 June 14, 1992 703.3
Minimum 683.1 677.1 August 17, 1956 612.5
Average 684.5 679.2 August (1932-2003) 657.8



The Hondo index well
level average in
August 2004 was
756.8' above mean
sea level (msl) - down
2.2 feet from last
month's average of
759.0' msl. The
August 2004 high
was 757.9' (last
occurring on August
29) and the low was
753.5' (August 21), a
range of 4.4 feet.

The August 2004
average is 44.2 feet
above the Hondo
Well historical
monthly average for
August of 712.6' msl.

The J-27 index well
level average in
August 2004 was
881.9' above mean
sea level (msl) - up
0.5 feet from last
month's average of
881.4' msl. The
August 2004 high was
882.4' (last occurring
on August 31) and the
low was 881.6' (last
occurring on August
9), a range of 0.8 feet.

The August 2004
average is 14.5 feet
above the J-27 histori-
cal monthly average
for August of 867.4'
msl.
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Hondo Index Well -
August 2004

Hondo
------ Historical Monthly Average

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Day

August 2004 August 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 757.9 740.4 June 14, 1992 779.0
Minimum 753.5 735.9 June 29, 1990 651.0
Average 756.8 737.5 August (1986-2003) 712.6
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J-27 (Uvalde)
-------- Historical Monthly Average

........ . . ........... . ....... . ................... .................. . . .

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Day

August 2004 August 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 882.4 879.1 June 15, 1987 889.0
Minimum 881.6 878.9 April 13, 1957 811.0
Average 881.9 879.0 August (1940-2003) 867.4



Comal springflow
averaged 369 cubic
feet per second (cfs)
in August 2004 - down
12 cfs from last
month's average of
381 cfs. Comal
springflow ranged
from a maximum of
388 cfs (August 29) to
a minimum of 352 cfs
(last occurring on
August 10), a range
of 36 cfs.

The August 2004
average was 109.5 cfs
above the historical
monthly average of
259.5 cfs.

San Marcos springflow
averaged 243 cfs in
August 2004 - down
26 cfs from last
month's average of
269 cfs. San Marcos
springflow ranged
from a maximum of
250 cfs (August 1) to
a minimum of 237 cfs
(August 18), a range
of 13.0 cfs.

The August 2004
average was 74.3 cfs
above the historical
monthly average of
168.7 cfs.

Comal Springs -
August 2004
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Cornal Springs

------ Historical Monthly Average

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101112 131415 16 1718 19 202122 23 2425 26 272829 3031

Day

August 2004 August 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 388 372 October 14, 1973 534.0
Minimum 352 351 August 8, 1956 0.0
Average 369 362 August (1927-2003) 259.5

San Marcos Springs -
August 2004
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San Marcos Springs
------- Historical Monthly Average

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Day

August 2004 August 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 250 204 March 12, 1992 451.0
Minimum 237 186 August 15, 1956 46.0
Average 243 194 August (1956-2003) 168.7
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San Antonio, Texas 78215

210.222.2204 or 1.800.292.1047
www.edwardsaquifer.org

BE AQUIFER AWARE

Board Meeting, Edwards Aquifer Authority, Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, Texas

Aquifer Management Planning Committee
Legislative Committee
Permits Committee

Finance/Administrative Committee
R&T Committee

Executive Committee

Board Meeting, Edwards Aquifer Authority, Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, Texas

2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, EAA Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, TX

2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, San Marcos Activity Center,
501 E. Hopkins, San Marcos, TX

2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, Hondo Community Center,
1014 18th St., Hondo, TX

Aquifer Management Planning Committee
Legislative Committee
Permits Committee

Finance/Administrative Committee
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3 PM

11
1
2

AM
PM
PM

11 AM
2 PM

, -!

Tues. 9/21

Tues. 9/28

Wed. 9/29

Mon. 10/4

Tues. 10/12

Wed. 10/13

Mon. 10/18

Wed. 10/20

Tues. 10/26

Wed. 10/27

12 PM

3 PM

6 PM

6 PM

6 PM

11
1
2

AM
PM
PM

11AM
2 PM


