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HOWdy y’a"! You'll hear that expression a lot no matter what part of the state you visit. That'’s because

Texans are friendly; in fact, the word Texas comes from the Indian word Tejas, which means “friend.”

But friendly folks aren’t the only things you'll find during
your visil. The Lone Star State is filled with so many wonderful
things to see, do and experience that, no doubt, you'll be plan-
ning your nexl trip before your first visit is even finished. IUs the
reason we proudly say, “Texas. It's like 2 whale other country.”

First, let’s talk aboul the geographic diversity this state has
to offer. Texas has gorgeous mountains and rugged desert in
the west, water-carved canyons and hearty farmland to the
north, swamps and forests in the east, rolling hills and breath-
taking vicws in the central part of the state, and hundreds of
miles of sandy beaches in the southeast. Who could ask for
anything more?

Next, let's talk about food. You wanl good old-fashioned
barbecue? Just [ollow your nose to the mntdh.{mg aromas of
hickory- and mesquite-wood smoke, and you'll find some of the
best barbecue in the world. But Texas has more than just barbe-
cue: you can sample some incredible Mexican, German, Asian,
or Southwestern fare,

And you'll never be bored in Texas, because there’s an ad-
venture around every corner no matter what Lype of aclivitics
you prefer. For nature lovers, be sure to visit any ol he remark-
able state parks in Texas and enjoy all the available activities,
like hiking, biking and walking trails, fishing, swimming, boat-
ing, and even nature watching. And if you love to waterski,
scuba dive or just float down 4 lazy river. Texas is blessed with

beautiful lakes, rivers and water parks. Don’l lorget there’s also
surfing on the Gulf of Mexico along the Texas coasl.

[f you're into arts, music or history. there are thousands of
marvelous historical and heritage museums, galleries filled with
works of art, and beautiful historic homes and buildings. There
are also attractions and live venues o experience a variety of
musical genres (o whet your listening appetite, from country to
rock. from polka to zydeco, and from blues to Tejano.

Are you a sports fan? Well, Texas proudly boasts two pro
football teams, three pro basketball teams, two pro baseball
leams and a pro hockey team, as well as minor league teams of
every sporl [ound in cities all across the state. If vou want to
experience fun on a more local level, you can find festivals and
fairs happening nearly vear-round. And [or thrill scekers, climb
aboard one of the many heart-stopping roller coasters and other
rides found at amusement parks located throughout Texas.

I you enjoy shopping, you'll find treasures of all shapes and
sizes in small towns and large cities alike. Whether you prefer
the slow pace of browsing through an antique store, or you'd
rather stroll through the wide selections at a factory outlet mall,
we're sure you'll find exactly what you're looking for, and more.

And no matter where you go, or what you do, you're sure to
find friendly faces and hospitality like you've never experi-
enced belore. So, have a great time in the Lonc Star State and...

Howdy, y’all!
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Use this guide to help discover the won-
drous treasures that Texas has to offer.

lexas State Travel Guide is published by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, 150 E. Riverside, Austin, Texas,
78704, The guide encourages recreational travel (o and
within Lhe state by listing Texas cities with publicly accessi-
ble sites of scenic. historical and recrealional interest.
Editor: Brent Dollar

Graphic Design: Kirsti Harms
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l Texas Department of Transportation

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
EXAS IS A BIG PLACE—REALLY, REALLY BIG. Need an

example? Well, the distance between Houston and Big Bend

National Park is 603 miles: That's 10 hours traveling by car
at 60 mph, and you still haven't left the state!

So, we've divided this Guide into seven regions: Panhandlc Plains, Prairies and
Lakes, Piney Woods, Gulf Coast, South Texas Plains, Hill Country. and Big Bend Country. The cities
and towns in each respective region are listed alphabetically, so you can guickly find and read aboul
them as vou travel through the vastly ditferent areas thal make up the great state of Texas. Each city's
“Map” code shows grid coordinates corresponding 1o ils location on the Texas Official Travel Map.

At the beginning of each regional section, you'll {ind a detailed map as well as an overview
deserihing the distinct features that define each region. Following the regional sections, vou'll [ind a
thorough listing of all lakes in Texas, In addition, there's a listing of state and national {orests
included for your reference,

We've included listings for chambers of commerce and convention and visitor burcaus that con-
tain addresses, phone numbers and Web sites for more information,

Highway designations in the book include T- for interstale highways, US. for TLS. highways,
Texas for stale highways, and FM. and RM. for Texas Farm-lo-Market or Ranch-to-Market roads.
Remember, Texas is a very big state with lots ol roadways. so make sure you plan ahead if you are
moloring through the state.

Thanks for visiting, and enjoy your stay in the Lone Star State!

BE SURPRISED: EXPLORE TRAVELTEX.COM TODAY

Texas has mountains, canyons, cowbays, Thal much you know. But did you know Texas has a coust
that stretches more than 600 miles? Or that Texas has world-class shopping, 900 golf courses and
great live music? TravelTex.com, the official Web site for Texas Tourism, hus these
answers and more. You won't believe what you'll find. Everything from live Texas Web cams Lo inter-
aclive driving tours to genuine Texas moments, It's all at TravelTex.com. And it’s all about helping
vou plan a tun, unexpected Texas vacation. Stop by and stay awhile,

WANT TO LEARN MORE about travel and tourism destinations in Texas?
I'he Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, the Texas Historical Commission, and the Texas
Commission on the Arts are vital parts of Texas' tourism effort. Visit their Web sites t find out more
info about all kinds of interesting things to see and do while vou'te in the Lone Star State, From vis-
iting a state park, to touring a historical landmark, even going Lo & muscum or catching a preat play
or show, the links below can point vou to all kinds of wonderlul adventures:

www pwd.stale.tx.us (Texas Parks & Wildlife Department)

www.thestate.tx.us (‘lexas Historical Commission )

www.irtonart.com (Texas Commission on the Arls)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit these Web sites:

www.lexashishways.com (Texas Highwayy online magazine)

www.txdpsstate.txus (Texas Department of Public Safety)
www,lxdol.gov (Texas Department of Transportation)

TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS GUIDE, call 800:452-9292 or
write Lo: Texas State Trave! Guide, PO, Box 149249, Austin, TX 78714-9249

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION:
AJR & Associates, 3229 D' Amuco Street, Suite 100, Houston, Texas 77019
T13942-T076, fax 71319420277

NOTE: We want you to experience the best that Texas has to offer. However,
please understand that changes often occur with attractions. Hours change, days of
operation change and, unfortunately, some attractions close. So, to ensure your visit
to the Lone Star State will be great, please call the local chamber of commerce,
convention & visitors bureau and/or attraction, prior to your trip, to verify the
attraction will be open during the time of your visit. Welcome to Texas, y'all!
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TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTERS

The Texas Department ol Transportation operates travel information centers

for the convenience of the traveling public. Uniformed, professional travel coun-
selors welcome visitors and provide a wealth of free literature, information and
suggestions lo make every Texas trip more pleasant,

Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counselors expertly chart routes
to any area of lexas, They point out the most convenient short-line directions, or
leisurely scenic drives to your destination. They supply comprehensive statewide
travel publications, plus detailed brochures about points of interest, attractions,
and recreational areas along the way, All of those services are free. The centers
are open § a.m, to 3 p.m. daily and from 8 a.m. lo 6 p.m. Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day. The Capitol Visitor Cenfer hours are 9 am. to 5 p.am. Man-
day through Saturday and noon to § p.m. Sunday vear-round. All centers are
closed on New Year’s Day. Thanksgiving Day, Chrisimas Eve day, Christmas
Day and Easter.

Travelers may receive road condition infurmation by visiting our Web site at
www.txdot.ov or by calling 800/452-9292 for 24-hour automated road condition
information and seasonal reports on locations ol scenic spring wildflowers and
fall foliage. Travelers may also call daily from § a.m. to 6 p.m. Central time, to
speak to a professional travel counselor lor travel information and trip planning
assistance, (TDD for the deal 800/687-3288.)

Amarillo [-40) {from Oklahoma & New Mexico) 806/335-1441
Anthony I-10 (from New Mexico) 915/886-3468
Austin Capitol Visitor Center 512/463-8586
Denison US. 69175 (from Oklahoma) 003/463-2860
Gainesville 1-33 (from Oklahoma) 040:665-2301
Langtry LS. 90, Loop 25 4321291-3340
Laredo [-35atUS. 83 056/417-4728
Orange [-10 {from Louisiana) 409/383-0416
Texarkana [-30 (from Arkansas) 003/794-2114
Valley US. 77 at U.S. 83 in Harlingen 950/428-4477
Waskom 1-20 {[rom Louisiana) M3/687-2347

HIGHWAY REST AREAS

Throughout the superb system of Texas highways, motorists find bonuses of
travel pleasure in highway rest areas. Texas pioncered the concept of miniature
parks along travelways, an idea that has been adopted nationally.

Today more than a thousand Texas rist arcas, picnic arcas and scenic turn-
outs invite motorists to pause and relax [rom (he concentration of driving. Often
the site has been selected for its impressive landscape views, and cach of the small
parks is landscaped to complement its individual surroundings. All are cquipped
with shaded arbors, tables, henches, and cooking erills, Remaining in a rest arca

for mare than 24 hours or erecting any kind of
structure is prohibited by law.

WIRELESS INTERNET
SERVICE (WI-FI) ACCESS
Wircless Internet service (Wi-Fi) is now available
at all Texas Safety Rest Areas and Travel Informa-
tion Centers. To obtain free travel information
and access the internet, all you need is a wireless-
enabled (Wi-Fi) compuler within the Safety Rest
Area or Travel Information Center designated
‘hot spots.” Visit http:itx.roadconnect.net and get
connected.

SPEED LIMITS

In Texas, the maximum speed limit for cars and
light trucks (pickups, panels, vans, etc.) is 70 mph
daytime. 63 mph nighttime, on all numbered high-
wavs in rural areas. Lower speed limits are posted
on many Texas highways to account for their indi-
vidual operating characteristics. Speed limits on
urban freeways typically range from 55 mph to
70 mph. In certain counties with low population
density, the maximum speed limit can be 80 mph,
but only where 80 mph signs have been posted.

TRAFFIC SIGNS

Speeds, caution areas, stops and directions are marked along the more than
79,000 miles of Texas highways by more than hall a million signs. Passing is illegal
when there is a continuous yellow stripe on the driver's side of the center line.
Center lines are yellow dash stripes, While dash stripes scparate dual lanes of
tratfic in the same direction. Painted or reflectorized pavement arrows often show
approved directions or turns, Arrows pointing toward you or red reflectors show-
ing indicate you are driving the wrong way on a [reeway ramp or one-way street.

AUTO SAFETY BELTS AND CHILD SEATS

Texas law requires front seat occupants, regardless of age, be buckled up while
riding in cars and trucks. Further, the law requires children under age five or
who are less than 36 inches tall must be secured in a federally approved child
safety seat. Children under 17 vears of age must wear a safety belt no matter
where they sit in the vehicle. Fines may be levied for failure to use safetv belts
and child safety seats as prescribed,

AUTO INSURANCE

A motor vehicle may not be operated in Texas unless a policy of liability insur-
ance is in effect. Evidence of insurance must be furnished when requested by

a police officer.
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AIRPORT/AIRLINE INFORMATION

(Web sites in parentheses)

Rick Husband Amarillo International Airport

(www.visitamarillotx.com)
AIRLINES: American Eagle, Continental Express, Greal Lakes Aviation,
Southwest

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport

{www.claustin.tx.us/austinairport)
AIRLINES: American, Continental, Delta, Frontier, Funjet, JetBlue,
Northwest, Southwest, United. US Airways/America West

Corpus Christi International Airport

(www.cctexas.com/airport)
AIRLINES: American Eagle, Expresslet, ASA Delta Connection, Southwest

Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport (www.dfwairport.com)
AIRLINES: Air Canada, AirTran, Alaska, America West, American,
American Eagle, ATA, British Airways, Continental, Delta, Frontier, Korcan
Alr, Lufthansa, Mesa, Mexicana, Midwest, Northwest, Spirit, Sun Country,
United, TACA, United, US Airways

Dallas Love Field (www.dallas-lovefield.com)
AIRLINES: American, American Eagle, Continental, Express Jet, Southwest

El Paso International Airport (www.clpasointernationalairport.com)
AIRLINES: Aerolitoral, America West, American, Continental, Delta,
Frontier, Southwest, United

Harlingen-Rio Grande Valley International Airport
(www.flythevalley.com)
AIRLINES: Continental, Southwesl, Sun Country

Houston-George Bush Intercontinental Airport

{www.flyZhouston.com)
AIRLINES: AeroMexico, Air Canada, Air France, America West, American,
American Connection, ASA, Aviacsa, British Airways, Cayman Airways,
China Airlines, Comair. Continental, Continental Express, Delta, Fronticr,
KLM. Lufthansa, Northwest, Pakistan Air, TACA, United, US Airways

Houston-William P. Hobby Airport (www.[ly2houston.com)
AIRLINES: AirTran, American, American Fagle, ASA, ATA, Delta,
Southwest

Lubbock International Airport (www.flylia.com)
AIRLINES: American Eagle, Continental, Southwest

Midland International Airport (www.flymalcom)
AIRLINES: American Eagle, Continental, Southwest

San Antonio International Airport (www.sanantonio.govairport)
ATRLINES: Aerolitoral, America West, ASA, Comair, Continental, Frontier,
\’orthweqt Sky Weql Southwest. Uniled

AMTRAK INFORMATION

Amtrak, the nation’s passenger train service, offers three lines that run
through Texas.

The Sunset Limited runs from Orlando Lo Los Angeles with stops at
Houston, Alpine, San Antonio and Del Rio, The Heartland Flyer runs from
Oklahoma City to Fort Worth with stops along the way. (Connections are avail-
able to Dallas and San Antonio via the Texas Eagle and to Los Angeles via the
Sunsel Limiled.) The Texas Eagle is a Chicago to San Antonio train with service
stops throughout Texas, including Dallas and throughout the Pincy Woods. Tt
also connects with the Sunset Limited in San Anlonio.

For more information on additional stops, prices or reservations, call
SODMUSA-RAIL or visit www.amirak.com,

BUS LINES

Arrow Trailways of Texas (www.arrowtrailways.com), Grevhound Bus
Lines (www.prey hound.com m ). Kerrville Bus Co. {www.iridekbc, LO]‘HJ and Valley
Transit Co. (www.valleytransittcompany.com) have scheduled service to and with-
in the state.

TEXAS CLIMATE

Being such a big state, it's casy Lo see why climates can vary depending on
what part of Texas you visit. However, the state is hlessed with fairly mild weath-
er year-round. and sunshine is prevalent no matter where you visit,

Also, Texas does get very hot in the summertime. Almost the entire state
cxperiences daytime highs in excess of 90 degrees during July and Augusl, and

many areas are quite used to triple-digit readings during these months. Fall is
also quite marvelous in Texas, as the heat begins to dwindle in Qetober. Daytime
highs average in the upper 70s and lower 805, and lows are in the 40s and S0s,

Winters are usually mild, but it can get cold and snowlall isn't uncommon in
the northern parts of Texas. Springtime is fantastic. From March through June,
daytime highs average from the 70s north 1o the upper 80s south.

Before departing on your trip, be sure vou contact the convention & visitor
burcaus or chambers of commerce in the cilies you plan to visit to get relevant
weather information.

MEXICO
General —The enchantment of Mexico is but a bridge away from much of
Texas. Visitors find colorful and fascinating shops and marketplaces, and the
people of Mexico are gracious and [riendly.

Before vou o, learn as much as you can about Mexico and use common
sense durmg your lrip. For more information, visit the US, State Department's
Web sile at travelstategov and click on the T1p\ for Traveling Abroad’ link.

Entrance and Exit Regulations—U.S. and Canadian citizens traveling
Lo Mexico do not need a visa. but do need to have a passport or an official photo
identification. such as a driver’s license, along with an original birth certilicale,
certified copy of Certificate of Naturalization, voter's registration card, or nota-
rized Affidavit of Birth Facts, Upon returning to the United States, proof of
citizenship and identity are required to re-enter. A valid driver’s license or gov-
ernment identification card with photo prove identity. A passport (even expired),
certified copy of hirth certificate, Certificate of Naturalization, Certificate of
Citizenship, or Report of Birth Abroad to a US. Citizen can be used 1o prove
citizenship. Expect to stop at U.S. Customs to state nationality and declare pur-
chases. Tt is not necessary to convert money in border cities, because U.S. dollars
are readily accepted at the current exchange rate. Mexican banks, large hotels
and motels, and tourist service facilities provide currency cxchange, if needed.

A visa or tourist card is only required for ULS, citizens traveling by air, longer
than 72 hours or outside the border area. Tourist cards are available for a fee
from Mexican consulates, Mexican border crossing points, Mexican tourism
offices and airports within the border zone, A US. passport or a hirth certificate
and official photo LD. is required to obtain a tourist card, which is issued for up
to 90 days with a single entry or proof of sufficient funds, or for 180 days with
multiple entries. Tourist cards must be returned before leaving Mexico,

Driving beyond the border zone requires a permit. To acquire a permit, drive
to a Mexican customs office at the border and present the original, plus two
copies ol: valid proof of citizenship, a tourist card, valid original vehicle registra-
tion or title in the driver’s name, valid driver’s license in the driver’s name, and a
major U.S.- or Canadian-issued credit card (debit cards not accepted). The vehi-
cle’s owner must be inside the vehicle when it is driven. Drivers must retum to
any Mexican customs office before departing Mexico.

A slop al any Texas border city's chamber of commerce, convention and
visilors burcau, or a Texas Travel Tnformation Center can provide useful infor-
mation to first-timers crossing into Mexica,

Use common sense behavior and security precautions when traveling out-
side of the United States,

For more information, call 800/44-MEXICO or visil www.visilmexico.com
or www.travel.state.gov.

WARNING: Possession/importation of any type of fire-
arm, weapon or ammunition is a felony in Mexico without
advance written authorization from the Mexican Embassy

in Washington, D.C., or from a Mexican Consulate in the
United States. It does not matter if you are licensed to carry
the weapon in the United States, are a law enforcement or
military official, or unintentionally transport it. Mexico has

severe penalties for this offense, which is punishable by
stiff fines, confiscation of the weapeon, jail time, and more.
Ignorance of the law cannot be used as a defense. Even a
few shotgun shells in the trunk can cause a big problem.
Some cities, such as Nuevo Laredo, also have ordinances
prohibiting the possession of knives of any kind or anything
that might be construed as a weapon.
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l HE LISTINGS on this page represent only a sampling of the events

happening statewide. For a more detailed schedule of Texas events visit

www. TravelTex.com, and www.texashighways.com or write for a copy of the
quarterly Texas Events Calendar at PO Box 149249, Austin, TX 78714-9249.

JANUARY
FORT WORTH

Southwestern Exposition,
Livestock Show & Rodeo

LAREDO
Washington's Birthday
Celebration

LOS FRESNOS
Elvis Festival

MISSION
Texas Citrus Fiesta

FEBRUARY

ALPINE
Cowboy Poetry Gathering

BROWNSVILLE
Charro Days Fiesta

EMORY
Eagle Fest

GALVESTON
Mardi Gras

KINGSVILLE
South Texas Ranching
Heritage Festival

PORT ARTHUR
Janis Joplin Birthday Bash

SAN ANTONIO
San Antonio Stock Show
& Rodeo

YOAKUM
Land of Leather Days

MARCH

DALLAS
Dallas Blooms

DUBLIN
St. Patrick’s Festival

FULTON
Oysterfest

HOUSTON
Houston Livestock Show

River Oaks Azalea Trail

PALESTINE
Dogwood Trails

TYLER
Azalea & Spring Flower Trail

WASHINGTON
Texas Independence Day
Celebration

WESLACO
Texas Rio Grande Valley
Onion Festival

WOODVLLLE
Tyler County
Dogwoad Festival

APRIL

Houston International Festival

AUSTIN
Old Settler's Music Festival

BURNET
Bluebonnet Festival

CHAPPELL HILL
Official Bluebonnet Festival
of Texas

CORPUS CHRISTI
Buccaneer Days

HALLETTSVILLE
Texas State

Championship
Fiddlers' Frolic

HOUSTON

Houston International Festival

HUNTSVILLE
General Sam Houston
Folklife Festival

PORTLAND
Windfest

POTEET
Strawberry Festival

SAN ANTONIO
Fiesta San Antonio

TURKEY
Bob Wills Day

WAXAHACHIE
Scarborough Faire

"~ LOMYXUHLIAS SIEIHE T

MAY

ABILENE
Western Heritage Classic

ATHENS
Texas Fiddlers’
Contest/Reunion

CRYSTAL BEACH
Texas Crab Festival

ENNIS
National Polka Festival

KERRVILLE
Kerrville Folk Festival

Texas State
Arts & Crafts Fair

SAN MARCOS
Vival Cinco de Mayo

ARLINGTON
Texas Scottish Festival
& Highland Games

BRYAN
Texas Reds: Steak
& Grape Festival

JACKSONVILLE

Tomato Festival

LONGVIEW
Alley Festival

LULING
Watermelon Thump

NACOGDOCHES
Texas Blueberry Festival

SAN ANTONIO
Texas Folklife Festival

STEPHENVILLE
DairyFest

CLUTE
Great Texas
Mosquito Festival

LAMPASAS
Spring Ho Festival

LONGVEW

Great Texas Balloon Race

STAMFORD
Texas Cowboy Reunion

WEATHERFORD
Parker County
Peach Festival



AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER -
DALHART DALLAS GILMER

XIT Rodeo & Reunion State Fair of Texas East Texas Yamboree
FREDERICKSBURG GRAPEVINE GONZALES

Gillespie County Fair GrapeFest "Come & Take It” Days
WICHITA FALLS LUBBOCK

Hotter ‘N Hell Hundred

Panhandle South Plains Fair

PLANTERSVILLE

Texas Renaissance Festival

MARFA
SEPTEMBER = Marfa Lights Festival TELER .
Texas Rose Festival
AMARILLO ODESSA
Tri-State Fair Permian Basin Fair & Expo WINNIE .
Texas Rice Festival
BOYS RANCH PLANO
Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch Balloon Festival WINNSBORO
Rodeo Autumn Trails
WEST
BRADY Westfest
World Championship Geat NOVEMBER
Cook-off
ook-o OCTOBER —  AUSTIN
BRENHAM Texas Book Festival
Woashington County Fair $£I<Eelﬁst
HARLINGEN
CALDWELL FLATONIA Rio Grande Valley Birding
Kolache Festival Czhilispiel XXXV Festival
CORPUS CHRISTI FREDERICKSBURG HENDERSON

Bayfest Oktoberfest

Heritage Syrup Festival

EVENTS IN TEXAS B

NOVEMBER

MARSHALL
Wonderland of Lights

NEW BRAUNFELS
Wurstfest

PORT ISABEL
World's Championship
Shrimp Cook-off

SAN ANTONIO
Holiday River Parade

DECEMBER

GALVESTON
Dickens on the Strand

JEFFERSON
Christmas Candlelight Tour

LUBBOCK
Candlelight Christmas
at the Ranch

SAN ANGELO
Christmas at Old Fort Concho

SAN ANTONIO
Fiesta de las Luminarias

reaming of More Than a Good Night’s Sleep?

We’ve Got You Covered. ..

‘« Addison/Dallas

arilfo * Angleton
ns = Austin/South
aich Springs/Dallas
yfown + Beaumont
ville = Breckenridge
_enhém * Brownsville

srownwood » Hemphill » Houston (7)  * Portland/Corpus Christi
:'.'Bryan/ College Station  « Houston/Hobby Airport  * Ranger
- ¥ Buda/South Austin * Humble/Houston (2) « Raymondville/Harlingen
= Channelview/Houston < Hurst/Fort Worth « Riviera * Robsfown
» Cisco * Cleveland * [rving/Dallas * Rosenberg/Houston
by Vantage « Corpus Christi = Jacksonville * Killeen « San Angelo
*Offers & Dizcounts are subject 1o availability. Details at AmericasBestValuginn com or visit Americas Best Value Inns. *Insurance bensfile are provided and unde 1 by BCS Company anc

World Access Service Corn. Certain limaations, exciusions, and condiions may aoply. Please refer to the Certificate of Insurance you will receive when the |r|surunu'= i provived, Coverage is ool wsilable o residents of NV and MY AL most Ioeations.

Check us out at: AmericasBestValuelnn.com or 888-315-2378

« Dallas (2) » Denton

« Edna » El Paso

» Fairfield « Fort Worth

» Gainesville » Galveston
= Gatesville * Giddings

« Glen Rose

= Grand Prairie/Arlington
* Groves * Hankamer

Value Club® Instant Rewards~ Save 15% on Lodging * Free Room Upgrade
* Complimentary Travel Insurance™* with Online Reservation ¢ Discounts on Atlantic Luggage,
Thrifty Car Rental & More! (See website for details)

A Family of over 700 Inns, Hotels & Suites throughout North America.
Free Continental Breakfast'& HBO'

* Lewisvile/Dallas

» Live Oak = Longview

* McKinney « Midland

» Monahans = MI. Pleasant
« Nacogdoches

« New Braunfals

« Orange * Ozona

« Plainview * Port Aransas

« San Antonio (4)
* San Antonio/Fort Sam Houston
* San Antonio/Lackland AFB

« San Marcos = Seguin

» Shenandoah/Spring = Shepard
« Sonora » South Padre Island

» Taylor = Temple = Terrell

» Texarkana, AR ¢ Texas City

* Tyler « Tyler/Lindale « Victoria

« Waco « Waller » Waxahachie

« Webster « Wichita Falls

istored by Access America. the trevel diision of
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; Bafhnrhaa State Park

" O MUCH to see and do at Texas State Parks and State

¥ Historic Sites—more than 120 parks for you to explore.

TEXAS! The very name calls forth heroie images of wide open plains, bison
roaming [reely. western forts, Longhorn cattle and deep forests. Camp by a lake,
hike in the mountains, go fishing and birdwatching. Stay in a cozy cahin, guest
room, lodge or hed and breakfast. See deer, raccoons and sometimes an armadil-
lo in Texas State Parks,

TEXAS STATE PARK CAMPGROUNDS ollcr a range of amenitics,
from full-hookups to wilderness camping. The improved camping areas have
restrooms with [lush toilets and hot showers. Some primilive camping arcas do
have self-composting toilets but no showers. Wilderness areas offer trails and
maps but no utilities—those operate on the principle of *pack-it-in, pack-it-out.”
IMPROVED CAMP SITES have utilities, a tent pad or trailer parking pad,
a pienic table and fire ring, Many also include a grill slanding waist-high as well
as a pole with & lantern hook.
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_PARKS OF TEXAS

READ ABOUT cach Texas State Park in this book. They are listed under
the name of the nearest town—see the charts on the following pages for that
information. The chart also gives you phone numbers and details regarding
the facilities.

TEXAS STATE PARKS CHARGE entry fees for each adult over 13,
camping fees, and fees for group dining halls or other facilities.

TEXAS STATE PARKLANDS PASSPORT offers free state park
enirance (o everyone who reached 63 belore Seplember 1, 1995, and Lo veterans
with & 60 percent or greater disability. Texas residents who were 65 after
September 1, 1995, pay discounted entry fees, while nonresidents pay the regular
prices if their 65th birthday occurred after September 1. 1995,

i"?’ﬁ

Texas State Parks often match National Parks for beauty and sheer outdoor
adventure, but they are not part of the National Parks System. For that reason,
they do not accept passes or passports from the National Parks.

TEXAS STATE PARKS PASS users enjoy many special benelits, includ-
ing unlimited visits 1o 120 state parks and historic sites lor you and your enlire
carload of guests, as well as discounts and helpful trip planning e-mail bulleting
customized to your own interests. Available at parks or through the reservation
center.

TEXAS STATE PARKS - CONTACT INFORMATION:
Web site; www.tpwd.state.tx.us
Phone: 800/792-1112, extension lor Texas State Parks
Mail: Texas Parks and Wildlife, 4200 Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744

Camping Reservations or Cancellations:
Phone: 512/389-8900

Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 am. - § pm.;
Suturday 9 am. - 12 p.m.

Voice Mail; 24 hours a day
Reservations at Indian Lodge 915426-3254
Reservations at the Texas State Railroad 800/442-8951

HUNTING AND FISHING IN TEXAS
Hunting and fishing in Texas rank with the best in the nation.

The variety of fish and game is great, and it is often abundant.

Anglers may try more than 5,173 square miles of inland freshwater creeks,
rivers and lakes, plus scores of tidal bays and 624 miles of shoreline along the
Gulf of Mexico.

[reshwater game fish include black bass (largemouth, smallmouth,
(Guadalupe, spotted hass), crappie, bluegill and other sunfish, white or sand bass,
striped hass, hybrid striped bass. and catfish, including channel. blue
and flathead (yellow).

Along the Gulf Coast some 250 different species await lure or bait. Among
the most popular are redfish, speckled trout, king and Spanish mackerel, wahoo,
bonito, tuna. sailfish. matlin, pompano, flounder, grouper, jewlish, red snapper,
sheepshead and drum,

The feature Texas game animal is the white-tailed deer, found almost
statewide, but most densely in the Hill Country of Central Texas. Mule deer and
pmnghnms are found in West Texas and the Panhandle. Other wild animals
include javelinas, feral hogs and squirrels.

(Game birds include a great variety of migratory waterfow! that winter in
Texas, plus wild turkey, bobwhite and blue quail, mourning, white-tipped. and
white-winged doves, pheasants, prairie chickens, sandhill eranes and chachalacas.

Hunting in Texas can be very rewarding, though requiring some special
arrangements for the nonresident. Texas has three large areas of public lands
(national forests) in the eastern part of the state freely accessible for hunting.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department offers a varicly of public hunting
opportunities on more than one million acres of land under its control in which
people may participate either through purchase of an annual permit, daily
permit, or selection in a drawing.

Public hunting information is available from the Parks & Wildlife Dept. by
calling toll-free in Texas 800/792-1112 or 512/389-4303 for nonresidents.

TEXAS STATE FORESTS

Texas’ five state forests are managed by the Texas Forest Service, a
member of the Texas A&M Univ. System, They display modern [urestry practices
and techniques, as well as provide an outdoor educational arena for students
and adults,

State forests are wildlife refuges: hunting is prohibited. Fishing is permitted
in designated areas. No overnight camping permitted in any state forest.

The Forest Service operates Indian Mound Nursery on Texas 21, near Alto,
which provides some 20 million pine and hardwood seedlings annually to pri-
vate landowners for reforestation practices.

For information about state forests, urban and rural issues, environmental
education, wildlife preparedness, emergency management and office locations,
visit texasforestservice.tamu.edu,

Fairchild State Forest—2,740 acres in [ive tracts— largest (ract is 13
miles west of Rusk along US. 84. Small day-use area with fishing, hiking, pic-
nicking in main tract one-guarter mile south of 1S, 84,

Jones State Forest—1.723-acre area, 5 miles south of Conroe. Nesling
sile of rare red-cockaded woodpecker. Self-guided nature trail of interpretive
[orestry in northwest corner of forest, and small pond near districl headquarters
offers picnic grills and rest rooms.

Kirby State Forest fil0-acre areq, 14 miles south of Woodville oft
LS. 287, picnicking.

Masterson State Forest—319 acres, 3 miles southeast of Buna on
FEM. 2938 (not shown on most highway maps). No public facilitics.

Siecke State Forest—1.722-acres—main tract 5 miles southeast of
Kirbyville via US. 96 and EM. 82; 100-acre adjunct a mile west. Fishing permil-
ted in small pond near entrance to district headquarters and in Trout Creck;
swimming, picnic shelters and fireplaces along creek open year-round.
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| McKinney Falls 51224

‘Copper Breaks 940 839-4331

Sabine Pass Batloground 400 577 2451
San Jacinto Battleground 281 479-2431
Sea Rim 408 971-2559

Sheldon Lake 713 458-0350

Port Arthur
Der Park
Port Arthur
Houston

Vamer-Hogg Plantation 9793454655

HILL COUNTRY

| Bracosport Area | @ @

| Blanco 830 833-4333

Colorado Bend 325 628-3240
Devil’s Sinkhole 830 563-2342 {Access Only By Special Requast)

Blancy
San Saba
Camp Woaod

Enchanted Rock 325 247-3903

Fredericksburg |

Fort McKavett 325 2062358

k B30 438-2656

| Fort WoKavett

Hill Country 830 795-4413

Inks Lake 5127932223
Kickapoo Cavern 830 563-2342
Landmark Inn 830 921-2133
Longhorn Cavern + 512

580

Bracketti
LCastrov

‘Buchanan Dam

Concan ] 2
Boemne [ ] 1
_| Bardera hl

Lost Maples 830 955-3413
Lyndan B. Johnson 830 £44-2252

Pedernales Falls 330 868-7304
South Llano River 325 446-3594

Stonmall
Austin
Johnsan Gity
Junction

Big Spring 432 265-4931
Caprock Canyons 806 455-1492

Fort Griffin 325 762-3592
Fort Richardson 240 567-3505
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‘Fulton Mansion 261 729-0386 Fulton
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San Angelo 325 948-4757 San Angelo S
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Lake Livingston 0938 385-220°

Martin Creek Lake 409 836-4336

Martin Dies, Jr. 903 384-5231
Mission Tejas 936 587-2394
Rusk/Palestine 403 A&3-512¢
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| Daingerfield
Canterville
Huntsvillz
[\t Plaasart
Livingstan
| Tatum
Jasper
Weches

Starr Family 903 935-3044 | Marshal

Texas State Rallrnad 903 G 3-2567 | Rusk

Tyler 803 587-5338 | Tyler

Village Greek 409 755-7322 o Lumberton
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Acton 8717 645-4215 Granbury

Bastrap 512 521-2107 Rastrop i RS
Bonham 902 583-5022 : Bonham

Buescher 512 237-2241
Cedar Hill €72 2971-3800
Cleburne 817 545-4215

Confederate Reunion Grounds 254 ¢

Cooper Lake |5 Jth Sulplur] 903 945- 5256
Dinosaur Valley 754 847-4586
Eisenhower 903 455-1956

Eisenhower Birthplace 903 485-

Fairfield Lake 903 389-4514
Fanthorp Inn_ 936 8
Fort Parker 254 562-5751

Lake Mineral Wells 40 328-1171
Creek, North Of Lake

Lake Sumerwlla iBi
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| 67056357763

ni 903 595- 9338
Lake Whitney 940 594-3753
Lockhart 512 398-34/9
Meridian 254 435-2536

Monument Hill/Kreische Brewery ©79 $68-5658

Mother Neff 254 853-2380
Palmetto B30 572-3256

Purtis Creek 903 425-2332
Ray Roberts Lake {1sle Du Bnis L

940 AEB-2148

_Ray Raoberis Lake (Johnscn Branch) 940 637-2294

Sam Bell Maxey House 402 785-5716

Sebastopol House 830 379-4833
Stephen F. Austin 979 885-3613

Washington-On-The-Brazos 870 876-2214
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Clockwise from top: Wilderness Park Museum in El Paso; Fort Davis Na
Historic Site; Permian Basin Petroleum Museum in Midland




complete with rolling tumbleweeds, cacti, scrub brush and hot, sandy plains that

stretch for miles. If that's the kind of Texas you're looking for, then the Big Bend

Country region is the perfect place.

Most of this area’s landscape is covered by the Chihuahuan Desert, filled
with the aforementioned landscape, Bul, Lhis remarkable area can also blossom
with startling beauty atter just a little rain. The desert is populated with moun-
tains, valleys and plains. so it has a variely of lerrain and climates, and its rugged
beauty must be seen to be truly admired.

The region is bordered by Mexico Lo the south, and New Mexico to the west,
and stretches as far as Midland-Odessa to the northeast and Del Rio to the

southeast, And just like its rich scenery, the Big Bend region is filled with history,

culture and, perhaps. even a bit of infamy, IUs been home Lo two presidents, at
least one famous musician, one of the world's largest telescopes. a comic charac-
ter, Texas” highest peak, Texus™ oldest mission, the world's largest jackrabbit stat-
uc and so much more.

This is the place Lo get away [rom it all. Embrace the great outdoors and get
lost in the wide open spaces and mountains, With almost 1,170,000 acres of
wilderness terrain, Big Bend Country beckons nature lovers who are looking
for an epic experience. Opportunities abound to hike, bike, ride. bird, swim,
rafl. camp, photograph, paint and just relax in the desert wilderness.

Plan to spend time exploring Guadalupe Mountains National Park, home of
the stale’s highest point and one of the state’s most beautiful spots — McKittrick
Canyon. Expeet to make an extended visit or several trips to Texas™ first national
park — Big Bend National Park — because it is aboul the size of Rhode Island
and there is too much (v see in 4 single day or on a short trip. See rolling sand
dunes and one of the nation’s largest oak forests, which is not readily apparent

hecaunse the mature trees seldom show more than three feet above ground. at

HEN MOST FIRST-TIME VISITORS think of the Lone Star State, their

heads are filled with visions straight out of old spaghetti-western movies,

many a gunfighter. Langtry is home
to the rustic saloon, courtroom, hil-
liard hall and opera house of Judge
Roy Bean, the “Law West of the

Pecos.” However. if you want to see
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Bean's final resting place, vou have to
travel o the grounds of the Whitchead  Wildlife at Balmarhea State Park
Memorial Museum in Del Rio.

El Paso, the largest United States city on the Mexican border, combines the
past with Lhe future und some of the best of hath sides of the border. Tour his-
loric siles. visit the Tigua Indian Reservation at Ysleta, hear a concert or watch a
performance at the Chamizal National Memorial, lake a trip across the border to
Ciudad Juarez. or enjoy any of the multitude of activities available here.

This region is also home (v unigue experiences like seeing the unexplained
Marfa Lights. enjoying the Terlingua chili cook-offs, seeing Shakespeare produc-
tions al the Globe of the Great Southwest theater in Odessa, eating a Pecos can-
laloupe. hunting precious minerals at Woodward Agate Ranch in Alpine. and cel-
ebrating the music ol Roy Orbison in his hometown of Wink.

One thing (0 remember before heading into this region: People can drive for
miles with anly the desert landscape for company. To help plan your adventure,
use the information on the following pages aboul the cities/towns, and their
respective aliractions. And. once vou choose your destination and schedule vour
trip, you're sure to be awed and inspired with the overwhelming appeal of the
Big Bend Country!

Monahans Sandhills State Park. Visit

Balmorhea State Park to take a dip in one

! 3 Tm/-}s Infematiin Gt
of the largest man-made pools in the

United Stales.
Big Bend Country is also a place (o learn

h;;u B
mare aboul how life was lived on the open

frontier and in the Old West. More than 100 -
vears ago pioneers, cowboys and gold seckers 1 -
traversed this area. The sometimes hostile
conditions led to the need for such sites as
Fort Bliss, Fort Davis and Fort Stockton to

protect pioncers and travelers. Visit the forts

and seek out other monuments to the past i M EXio

that helped shape the frontier. Numerous

museums throughout the region are dedicat-
ed to preserving the heritage and history of
life on the frontier.

This region hosted its share of gun- BIP BEHD.
) g g %caumw
fights. bank robberies, saloons and hoom

towns. It became the final resting place for
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Texas Travel Information Center in Anthony

ALPINE
Pop. 5,786 Alt. 4,485 Map P-6
GENERAL—Established in 1882, is scat ol Brewster Counly. Centrally located
between the Davis and Glass mountains and near Big Bend National Park,
Alpine 15 a designated Texas Main Street city, and it is 4 retail cenler and ship-
ping point for huge ranching area. headquarters for mining companies. and home
of Sul Ross State Univ, There's also a historic downtown shopping district with
several antique stores and art galleries to be found. Climate and location make
town popular vacation area. Visitors enjoy golfing, mountain climbing. rock and
mineral collecting. swimming, and camping amid spectacular vistas. During sea-
sons, hunters take mule and white-tailed deer, pronghorn antelope, javelina, and
upland game birds. Golfers find the public golf course a challenge vear-round.
Special events throughout the year include Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering in
February, Big Bend Balloon Bash (during Labor Day weekend), local and colle-
oiate rodeo events. and much more. Bed and breakfast accommaodations are
offered in historic buildings.
For more information, visit Alpine at www.alpinctexas.com or call the Alpine
Chamber of Commerce at 800/561-3735.
APACHE TRADING POST —Rustic log cabin and lamily oriented gilt shop
features Big Bend collectibles, books on (he history and geology of the Big Bend.
Mexico, and Indian heritage, I houses the largest selection of lopographic maps
and three-dimensional relief maps highlighting the mountains of West lexas,
Find out ahout the mysterious Marfa Lights in an cight-minute video shown
continuously in the “Stars of Texas™ room, filled with movie posters of films shot
in the area, including *Giant.” Meet Quicksilver Pete, a camera loving burro and
Sasha, the Wonder Dog. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 am. - 6 pm.:Sun. 1 - 6 pm. On
U.S. 90 three miles west of Alpine. 432/837-3306.
FINE ARTS —Several theater groups offer seasonal productions, including the
Theatre of the Big Bend, which ofters musicals and dramas under the stars dur-
ing the summer; 432/837-8220. Big Bend Players presents between four and six
shows each vear; call 432/837-2921 for more information. The theater department
at Sul Ross State University highlights student talent from September through
May. For details visit www.sulrossedu,
LAST FRONTIER MUSEUM —Small muscum features rocks, gems, and
minerals of the region. Located in the lobby of the Antelope Lodge at 2310 W,
U8, 90. Open seven days a week, Y a.m. - Y p.m,
SUL ROSS STATE UNIV. MUSEUM OF THE BIG BEND—For
more than 70 vears this museum has been collecting and exhibiting artifacts of the
vasl Big Bend region. Here, people have traveled and lived for more than 11.000
vears, Throughoul that time, [our distinet cultures emerged and shaped the histo-
ry and heritage of the region, The exhibits caplure this history and the contri-
butions of the Native Americans, the Spanish, the Mexicans, and the Anglo-
Americans. Visitors enjoy learning about vesterday in the Last Frontier of Texas,
I'he museum is accessible to the disabled. Gift shop. Open Tues. - Sat. 9 am. -
5 pm.; Sun, | - 5 pm. Free admission; donations accepted. 432/837-8143 or visit
www.sulross.edu/~museum.
WOODWARD AGATE RANCH —Source of famed Texas apates (red
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plume. pomporm, and a rainbow of other types), colorful jasper, labradorite
feldspar, calcite. precious opal, and other minerals. Hunt and collect on more
than 3,000 acres; guide service available {fee). Rough agate 50 cents per pound;
prading help by ranch experts, Lapidary shop. Open year-round; 18 miles south
of Alpine on Texas 118, 432/364-2271.

ANTHONY

Pop. 3,850 Alt. 3,800 Map L-1/00-19
GENERAL—One of Texas’ newest towns (incorporated in 1952); a lwo-stale
city. On Texas 20, which in this area follows historic route of El Camino Real,
Spain’s royal highway that connected Mexico with Texas, California, and Florida.
In 1398 Don Juan de Ofate and a band of colonizers traveled this road to settle
Santa Fe, at rate of only 40 miles in 15 days. Econemy now keved to food can-
ning and packing, cotton. and federal correctional institution.

TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER—In West Texas at the Texas-New
Mexico state line on [-10, one of the 12 Texas Travel Information Centers operal-
ed by the Texas Department of Transportation for the convenience of the travel-
ing public. Uniformed, professional travel counselors welcome visitors and pro-
vide a wealth of free literature, information, and suggestions to make every
Texas trip more pleasant.

Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counselors expertly chart routes
to any area of Texas. They point out the most convenient shart-line directions, or
leisurely scenic drives to your destination. They supply comprehensive statewide
travel publications, plus detailed brochures about points of interest, attractions,
and recreational areas along the way. All of those services are free. Open daily
§ a.m. to § p.m., but beginning the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor
Day the center is open § a.m. to 6 p.m.

To speak to a professional travel counselor for travel information and trip
planning assistance, call 800/452-9292 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. central time, daily.
Travelers may also call lor 24-hour automated road condition information and
seasonul reports on locations of scenic spring wildflowers and fall foliage, 8799
South Desert Bhvd. 915/886-3468. www.IxdoL.gov,

WET ‘N’ WILD WATER WORLD —Walcr-orienled recreation park pumps
a million gallons a day to provide “voleano™ with water slides. Includes a lazy
water tube float, harbecue restaurant, and picnic urca. Open daily, May - Aug,;
weekends in Sept. On [-10 near Texas Travel Information Cenler. Admission fee.

BALMORHEA

Pop. 527 Alt. 3,205 Map N-6
GENERAL —Established by firm of land promaoters in 1906, town sitc was in
center of 14,000-acre tract watered by famous San Selomon Springs. Today
remains center of irrigated farming.

BALMORHEA STATE PARK — At historic San Solomon Springs, facilitics
include motel with meeting room, camping and trailer sites, rest rooms with hot

Sul Ross State University Museum of the Big Bend in Alpine
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Springs at Balmorhea State Park
showers, shaded picnic arcas. and playaround. Huge walled swimming pool is fed
by the springs al rate of 22-20 million gallons daily. With 62,000-square-foot sur-
lace. pool is one of the largest man-made pools in the U.S.; scuba diving: swim at
vour own tisk. Springs were important watering place [or bullalo, Indians, and
pioneers. Today, the springs supply irrigation needs,

A once existing desert wetland (cienega) has been reconstructed providing
a habitat for two endangered fish specics, Lhe Comanche Springs pupfish
(Cyprinodon elegany) and Pecos gambusia (Gambusia nobilis).

Four miles west on Texas 17. Open vear-round: admission tee, 432/375-2370),
For reservations, 512/389-8900,
LAKE —Balmorheu. See LAKES listing,

BIG BEND NATIONAL
PARK AREA

Pop. 3,069 (est.) Alt. 1,850-7,825 Map R-6/7

GENERAL—DBig truly describes this area, The soaring peaks of the Davis and
Chisos Mountains contrast with the deep canyons worn by the Rio Grande. The
[loor of the Chihuahuan Desert exhibits a wide variety of wildlile and vegetation
thal thrive in the desert climate,

The arrival of the railroad in the late 1800s brought opportunities for busi-
ness and development. Today, immense ranches dominalc this scenic part of the
state. hut hardy communities offer a variety ol reereation and entertainment
facilities. Several museums document life in this area. Big Bend Area cilies in-
clude Alpine, Lajitas, Marathon, Study Butte and Terlingua in Brewster County;
Sanderson in Terrell County: Fort Davis in Jeff Davis County; and Marfa and
Presidio in Presidio County, The combined counties cover 14,671.3 sq. miles.

Because of the vast distances between towns, be sure the sas tank is filled
going to and from Big Bend National Park.

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK—This huge park cncompasses 81,163
acres of magnificenl contrasts. Visitors can travel from the Rio Grande with its
spectacular canyons and jungle-like flood plain up through Chihuahuan Desert,
which constitutes majorily ol the park, to Chisos Mountains with cool woodlands.
Its variation in elevation and lemperature makes Big Bend an idcal year-round
park. The desert areas are very challenging in the summer, The Chisos Basin is at
an elevation of 3,400 [cel and truils go higher from there, thus lemperatures are
relatively moderate even in summer with low humidity, The basin and higher
Chisas offer backpacking. day hiking on numerous trails, wildlife watching,
camping, hotels, restaurants, and ranger programs throughout the summer,

May and June average high temperatures in the Chisos Mountains are in the
80s but can reach 95 degrees. With a diversity of Mexican and American plants,

or

more (han 1.200 plant types are found in the park. Animal life is just as varied.
Desert wildlife is mostly nocturnal, but deer, coyotes, javelinas, gray fox, skunks,
raceoons, and jackrabbits might be seen during the day. Lucky visitors might
spot some of the rarer animals, such as ringtail, black bear, beaver and mountain
lion, More than 430 bird species have been identified—muore than al any other
national park.

One hundred million years ago. this area was ocean, And 65 million vears
ago, dinnsaurs roamed the area.

It is a vast land that invites exploration, not a park that can be seen in just a
few hours. More than 201 miles of trails range from short, easy nature walks Lo
primitive trails for experienced hikers. More than 100 miles of paved roads and
about 170 miles of dirt roads are in the park: check with any ranger for current
conditions of all primitive, back country and graded roads before attempting travel,

A permit is required for all back country and primitive camping; also for all
river users, Free permits may be obtained at park visitor centers.

Fet owners take note: Pets ave not permitted on any trail and must be kept on
leash at all times. In fact, pets aren’t alfowed owtside developed areas; camp-
grounds and roadsides. Also, because of wild animaly romming the park, do not
leave any pet unaitended, and because of extreme heat, do not leave pets locked
in cars. {15 best to leave your pets at home.

Rangers present walks and illustrated talks throughout the year,

Basic facilities in the park include visitor centers, post office, National Park
Service campgrounds, a trailer park. store-gas stations, and a restauranl-gili
shop-lodge in the Chisos Mountains Basin, Lodging is available in 38 motel-iype
rooms and cight lodge-type units. plus six more rustic cottages—all located in the
Basin area of the park. Advance reservations are strongly advised throughout
the year, especially around holidays and during spring break. Write Chisos
Mountains Lodge, Basin Rural Station. Big Bend National Park, Texas 79834,
432/477-2291.

For more mformation. write Superintendent, Big Bend National Park, Texas
TO834. or call 432/477-2251.

Big Bend National Park Vistior Centers offer information, maps, literature,
and exhibits about the area. Visitor center in lobby of Park Headquarters al
Panther Junction open year-round, 8 a.m. - & p.m. Visitor centers in Chisos Basin
and Persimmon Gap open year-round 8 a.m, - 4 p.m,, and al Rio Grande Village
open seasonally 8 am. - 4 pm.

Castolon Visitors Center is located in the Castolon Historic Compound next 1o
La Harmonia Store along the Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive. Open daily Nov, - Apr.
Wam. -3 pm. 432/477-2660.

Rafting in Big Bend National Park
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Vistas at Big Bend National Park

The national park is accessible from Marathon via U.S. 385 (70 miles),
from Alpine via Texas 118 (108 miles). and from Marfa/Presidio via U.S. 67 and
EM. 170 (156 miles). Admission fee.
BIG BEND BIRDING EXPEDITIONS —Headquartered at the Terlingua
Ranch, guided tours take visitors to all parts of the area. Custom birding trips
range from hiking to rafting along the Rio Grande, mountain bike, horseback. or
van into the back roads of the area. For information, call 432/371-2356,
HALLIE’'S HALL OF FAME MUSEUM —!Ilouses mementos and relics
[ound on the late Hallie Stillwell’s ranch, Mrs. Stillwell’s book, “I'll Gather My
Geese.” recalls her Lile as a teacher and rancher in and around the rugged
national parklands. Nearby is Stillwell RV Park and Store. Just north of Big Bend
to M. 2627, then east to the facilities, 432/376-2244,
RIO GRANDE FLOAT TRIPS —Licensed river outfitters in area towns pro-
vide one- Lo nine-day [loat trips through the remote canyons of the Rio Grande.

Whitehead Memorial Museum, Del Rio

Advanced reservations required for lengthy trips. For information, call Big
Bend River Tours at 432/424-3219 or 800/543-4240); Far Flung Adventures, at
43

L ekl

371-2489 or 800/339-4138 (visil www.larflung.com); Rio Grande Adventures
at 432/371-2567 or 800:343-1640: Texas River Expeditions, 432/371-2633 or
BO0/839-7238 (visil www.lexasriver.com), and Seott Shuttle Service Canoc &
Float Renlal at s0U/613-5041,

SCENIC DRIVES — A 74-mile loop through the Davis Mountains (from and
back to Forl Davis) leads 1o a host of choice mountain landscapes. Two mules

south on Texas 17 lake Texas 166 west 1o intersection with Texas 118, then south-

east hack to Texas 17 and Forl Davis. Features include nine scenic roadside
parks, Mount Locke topped by McDonald Observatory. beautiful Madera
Canyon, and Davis Mountains State Park.

E Camino del Rip, Spanish for “The River Road,” Tocal name for EM. 170 that
stretches from Lajitas northwest (o Presidio and beyond. An excellent paved route,
it’s one of the most spectacular drives in'Texas, plunging down mountains and through
canyons along the sun-drenched Rio Grande, Drivers are cautioned that the route
cneounters steep erades (15 percent), sharp curves, occasional loose livestock. and
low-water erossings; special alert for large RV or velicles pulling large trailers.

DEL RIO
Pop. 34,000 Alt. 948 Map R-11/TT-20

GENERAL—Del Rio bills itself as “The Best of the Border.” It is the seat of
Val Verde (green valley) County with more than 3,000 square miles. Agriculture
includes cattle ranching, extensive production ol sheep, lambs, wool, and mohair
[rom Angora goats. Abundant hunting for white-tailed deer, wild turkey, javelina,
dove and quail, Fishing, hoating and water sports on Amislad Reservoir. Home
of Southwest Texas Jr. College and Sul Ross State Univ. Riv Grande College.
With some 400 archacological sites, area is among nation’s richest in aborigi-
nal cave paintings. Sec Amistad Recreation Areas below, and Seminole Canyon
State Park, LANGTRY.
Local transportation makes it cusy Lo visit Mexico just across the border,
Regularly scheduled crossings throughout the day to Ciudad Acufia. see below.
For complete visitor details. maps, brochures and Mexico infarmation, visit
the Del Rio Chamber of Commeree, 1915 Ave. Fy open weekdays 8:30 am. -
3 pome; 8301775-3531 or visit www.drchamber.com. 800/8589-8149,
AMISTAD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA —Boat ramps. marinas,

campgrounds, picnic arcas administered by National Park Service on US. side of

huge international Amistad Reservoir. From park headquarters on ULS. 90 just
west of Del Rio, obtain information, maps. schedules for free programs, and
directions to local prehistoric Native American pictograph sites accessible by
boat and foot. Fees for camping and boal use. Headquarters. open daily 8 a.m. -
5 p.m., except major holidays. §30/773-7491. www.nps.gov/amis,

CIUDAD ACURNA, MEXICO —City across Rio Grande from Del Rio.
[ntriguing night spots, restaurants, fascinating shops ollering decorative wrought
iron, jewelry, woven goods, leather craft, pottery and souvenirs,

SLHD T



DEVILS RIVER STATE
NATURAL AREA-
A remole and picluresque
20,000-acre preserve at the
eenlogical junction of the
Chihuahuan Desert. the Hill
Country and the Tamaulipan
Brushlands of northern Mexi-
co. The terrain is dry and tree-
less, but the nearby Devils
River springs provide suffi-
clent moisture for groves of
pecans, svcamores and live
oaks. Open by reservation
only. Bring all necessary food,
water, gas and other supplies,
Admission fee, 830/395-2133,
LAKE —Amistad Reservoir,
See LAKES listing,
SAN FELIPE SPRINGS
AND MOORE PARK—
Lush oasis in semiarid setling,
springs were important water-
ing stop on historic Chihua-
hua Road that connected
Texas port of Indianola with
Chihuahua City, Mexico.
Springs flow some 90 million
gallons of clear pure water
daily. San Felipe Country
Club golf course {semiprivate)
surrounds springs, and Moore
Park provides a large swim-
ming pool.
VAL VERDE WINERY - Family enterprise in its fourth generation, founded
in 1883 by Ttalian immigrants. Grapes had been grown in the area since 1825, but
other varieties from Spain. America and Mexico were introduced, Still operated
by the family, the winery welcomes visitors during regular business hours. Open
Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm, Access via Pecan St. south.
WALKING TOUR - Visit downtown area of historic buildings, churches and
homes dating from the 1800s, including the 1887 courthouse, Also ancient
acequia system (irrigation canals) still in use, Walking tour brochure available
trom the chamber of commerce.
WHITEHEAD MEMORIAL MUSEUM—Dedicated to life and legends
of frontier Southwest, muscum includes rustic structure that was early trading
post serving both Texas and Mexico. Plan at least two hours to roam through the
2 1i2-ueres and 13 exhibil sites. Judge Roy Bean (see LANGTRY) and his son
are buried on museum grounds, Open Tues. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 430 pm.; Sun. 1 - § pm.
1308 8, Main St For information. call 830/774-7368. Admission fee,

The Best of the Border

For Tourist Information:

Del Rio Chamber

of Commerce
1-800-889-8149
www.drchamber.com

EL PASO

Pop. 637,859 Alt. 3,762 Map L-1/QQ-20
GENERAL - Grew from earlier settlements dating back to the Juan de Ofate
expedition in 1598 and a settlement by Juan Maria Ponce de Ledn in 1827,
although area missions predate that civil settlement by almost 150 years, Largest
LS. city on Mexican border; neighboring Judrez, is Mexico's largest border city,
Combined populations are about two million. Located in ancient mountain pass
from which the name denived: surrounded by mile-high peaks.

Symphony orchestra, thealer, museums, libraries, and diversified sporling activi-
ties, including horse racing. polo, tennis. football, and hasketball, Also, a bright new
syrbol shines nightly on the west horizon, a 459-foot star thai contains 439 lights
and can be seen from 100 miles in the air and 30 miles on the ground, Visible daily
from 6 p.m. Lo midnight on the south side of the Franklin Mountains,

El Pasoans celebrate Thanksgiving in spring, and claim the first celebration
was 23 years before the pilgrims’ eclebration. Gasper Perez de Villagra document-
ed the hard journey ol Juan de Ofiate’s expedition. Ofate and his travelers crossed
the Rio Grande near El Paso on April 20, 15398, and feasted in thanksgiving,

Tor details and literature on city attractions, visit the El Paso Convention & Visitors
Bureau, 1 Civic Center Plaza. or call 800/351-6024 or visit www.visitelpaso.com,

Professional sports abound throughout the vear with the AA Texas League
baseball team, El Paso Diablos. the LI Paso Patriots, an A-League soceer (eam,
the El Paso Buzzards. Western Professional Hockey League, and the El Paso
Scorpions rugby club. In addition, Sun Bowl Stadium is home {o the annual Sun
Bowl Football Classic, one of college football’s best-known and Lhe second-old-
est bowl game (behind the Rose Bowl).

A Y0-minute, self-guided walking tour is availuble, which begins in San Ja-
cinto Plaza (original site of Ponce de Leon's runch), winds through downtown
El Paso, then ends on Mills St. A scenic drive is also available, which includes a
breathtaking view al its highest point that encompasses two cities, three states
und two countries.

Interested in a two-pound steak? Tnquire about the Indian Chfls Ranch/
Cattleman’s Steakhouse 30 minutes east of the city on [-10, Exil Fabens
Exit 49, turn north. For information, 915/544-3200.

CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL—Cites amicable scltlement of
long-standing border dispute between U.S. and Mexico, in an arca by the Rio
Grande where a new channel marks adjusted international boundary, Visitor
center. exhibits, films in Spanish and English on Chamizal and border history.
Park grounds open daily 5 a.m. - 10 pom., visitor center open daily 10 a.m, -

5 pm. Paisano and San Marcial sts. 915/532-7273, www.nps.povicham
CONCORDIA CEMETERY —Historic cemetery and landmark. The ceme-
terv is divided into five parts, including the actual “Boot Hill.” Gunfighter John
Wesle\ Hardin is buried here along with other notable punslingers of the old
Southwest, Exit I-10 at Copia.

EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY —Dedicated to research-
ing, preserving and publishing arca history. Includes extensive collection of
photos, archival collections and posteards. No admission fee. Open Tues. 9 a.m. -
4 pam. and Thurs. 9 a.m. - 3 pm. At 603 West Yandell Dr. 915/333-3603.
www.clpasohistorv.com.

EL PASO FIREFIGHTERS MUSEUM— Visitors will [ind various Lypes of
firefighting cquipment, including a 1930 American La France Fire Engine and a
rure 1898 American Fire Engine Company “Steamer,” in its original condition
and one of only two in the world. Open mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. No admission
fee. AL 8600 Montana Ave. 915/771-1000,

EL PASO HOLOCAUST MUSEUM AND STUDY CENTER—4.000-
square fool facility depicts life in Europe during pre-Nazi era; the ascension of
the Third Reich; the deportation of prisoners to ghettos and concentration camps;
life in those camps; Tesistance efforts; and the liheration of Naz prisoncrs by Al-
licd forces. No admission fee. Open Tues, - Thurs, | - 4 pm., and school or group
tours by appointment. At 101 South Kansas Ave, (new facility set to open in 2007
at 715 North Oregon St.) 915/351-0048, www.elpasoholocaustmuseum.org.

EL PASO MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY— Facility tells the story of
the first inhabitants ol the El Paso area, the greater Southwest, and northern
Mexico, Dioramas and exhibits reveal American Indian lives from Paleoindian
hunters of the Iee Age to their modern Indian descendants, The museum
grounds include nature trails with native plant gardens and outdoor exhibits,

No admission fee. At 4301 Transmountain Rd. Open 'Tues. - 8at. 9 a.m. - 5 pan.
Call 915/755-4332 or visit www.elpasotexas.goviarch_museurmn,

Amistad International Reservoir near Del Rio
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EL PASO MUSEUM OF ART—Houses a permanent collection of more
than 6,000 works of art, including the Samuel I1. Kress Collection of European
Art from the 13th-18th centuries, American art from the 19th-20th centuries,
and Mexican colonial art and retablos from the Southwestern LS. and Mexico.
Open Tues. - Sat. % a.m. - 5 p.am.; Sun. 12 - 5 pm. At One Festival Arts Plaza.
No admission fee. 915/532-1707. www.elpasoartmuseum.org.

EL PASO/JUAREZ TOURS - An easy and fun way to cross the horder to
shop and sightsee in Judrez, Mexico. is by El Paso/Judrez Trolley. Air-conditioned
rubber-tired trolleys depart from the Civic Center on the hour from 10 am. -
4 pm. Nov. - Mar. and 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Apr. - Oct. daily. For information. call
915/544-0062.

Fiesta Tours offer trips to Judrez for shopping. Tours depart daily at 10 am.
and 2 p.m. Tours are in minicoach buses and hotel pickup is available. For in-
formation, call 915/544-4646.

Rancho Grande Tours and shuttle service have shopping tours, a visit to
Guadalupe Mission, industrial parks, country club homes, and the bullfights
(in season) in Judrez, Call Y15/771-6661,

EL PASO SPEEDWAY PARK-— Auto racing every Sat, night from mid-
April to mid-Oct. on 12 mile, semi-banked clay oval racetrack. Race car cate-
gories include IMCA-type modifieds, sprint cars, hot stocks, hobby stocks. and
mini-stocks, Track is 12 miles east of El Paso International Airport at 14900
Montana Ave. Races u<ual|\' start at 7:30 p.m. For more information during rac-
ing season, call 915/857-347 B:

EL PASO UNION DEPOT—Built in 1906 as the first international train
station in the U.S., the handsome renovated building now serves Amirak and is
home to the city’s transportation system. Sun Metro. Located behind the Con-
vention Cenler,

EL PASO ZOO - Localed near the Bridge of the Americas, gateway to the
U.S. and Mexico. the zoo exhibits more than 240 species of animals, Accredited
by the American Zoo and Aquarium Associalion, the El Paso Zoo is the major
zoological attraction in the entire West Texas, southern New Mexico, und north-
ern Mexico region,

Featured is an Asian section, and animals from north, central, and south
Americas, Among the unigque exhibits is the “Paraje.” portraying the early histo-
1y, setllement and animals of EI Paso and the southwest. An 8,000-square-foot
Americas Aviary allows visitors to enter the encloswre and view exotic birds up
close, Restaurant and pifl shop on site.

The 700 is open daily except Thanksgiving, Christmas and Jan. 1. Located
al 4001 E. Paisano St. (across from county coliseum). For information, call

915/521-1850. www.elpasozoo.org. Admission fee.
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FORT BLISS —U.S Army post established in 1848 as defense against hostile
Native American (ribes and 1o assert U.S, authority over lands acquired afler the
Mexican War, Headquarters for Conlederate [urces in Southwest during Civil
War, later refitted post for military efforls apainst the wily, much-feared Apache
chief, Geronimo, Today a ULS. Army Air Defense Center and combat training for
allied nations. For more information, call 913/368-33090).

Buffalo Soldier Monument— This bronze statue is based on the painting,
“The Errand of Corporal Ross” by El Paso artist Bob Snead. It s located at the
Robert E, Lee gate to the Fort,

Fort Bliss Museum and Study Center— Lxhibits and artifacts portray the his-
tory of America’s air and missile defense as well as modern-day technology
breakthroughs. Open Mon.-Sat,, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Gift shop on premises,
Building 1735 - Marshall Road.

Musewn of the Noncommissioned Officer— Traces history of the US. NCO corps
with artifacts dating [rom the Revolutionary War. Open Mon. - Fii. 9 am. - 4 pm.;
Sat., Sun. noon - 4 pm. Biggs Army Airficld, Bldg, 11331, Barksdale & Sth sts.
FRANKLIN MOUNTAIN STATE PARK—This 24,000-acre park is
located within the El Paso city limits. Hiking, picnicking, primitive camping, and
nature study. [t encompasses an entire Chihuahuan Desert mountain range, Al
Woodrow Bean and Trans Mountain Rd. For information, call 915/566-6441,
FRAY GARCIA MONUMENT—This 14-[l. bronze sculpture by John
Houser honors the priest who founded the area’s first mission, The statue, in
Pioneer Plaza downtown, is the first in the series of “Twelve Travelers™ monu-
ments by Houser scheduled for various sites in El Paso.

HUECO TANKS STATE HISTORIC SITE —Precious water from infre-
quent rains “stored” in natural rock basins; for centuries a strategic travel stop in
this arid region. Ancient Indian pictographs, plus names of 4%rs on way io
California. Picnicking, hiking, climbing, and camping, OfI U.S, 627180 26 miles
cast of Ll Puso; admission e, 9158571133,

INDIAN CLIFFS RANCH —20 miles cast of El Paso, live miles north ol
Exit 49 (Fabens) on I-10. Ranch, private zoo. lake, movie sets, restaurant, Forl
Apache. Open daily. No admission fee. 915/544-3200,

INSIGHTS EL PASO SCIENCE MUSEUM —Features cducational,
hands-on exhibits about scienee and technology: solar power, motion, light illu-
mination, electricity, space science, compulers, energy, and the human body, All
exhibits designed to make learning about science and technology an active cxpe-
rience, Open Tues. - Fri. 9 am. - 5 pm., Sat. 10 am. - 5 pm., Sun. 12-5 pm,;
except major holidays. 305 N. Santa Fe St. 915/534-0000. www.insightselpaso.org,
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF ART —This museum is home o
African, Western, Heritage, Kolliker, and Hall of Fame artists. Tt is located in the
stately Turney Mansion near downtown. Open Thurs. - Sun. 1 -5 p.m. At 1211
Montana Ave. For information, call 915/543-6747.

JUAREZ, MEXICO —Mexico’s fourth largest city, and that country’s largest
city on the US. border (pop. 1.3 million), linked to El Paso by four bridges over
the Rio Grande. Visitors find variety of shopping such as the Pueblito Mexicano
Shopping Mall, an indeor mall that is a re-creation of Mexican village or pueblito
lo traditional Mexican markets. Also beautiful accommodations, night clubs, and
Museo de Arte ¢ Historia that displays excellent collection of pre-Columbian art,
historic and contemporary, art and artifacts,

Mission Ysleta in El Paso



MAGOFFIN HOME STATE HISTORIC SITE—Guided tours of
homestead built in 1875 as replica of earlier home destroved in 1868 flood. Was
political and social center of Magoffinsville community (later named El Paso).
Walls average 2 1/2 feet thick: timber cut in Sacramento Mountains of New
Mexico, 80 miles from El Paso. Traditional enclosed patio; much original furni-
ture. Open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. daily. 1120 Magoffin St. Admission fee. 915/533-3147.
MCKELLIGON CANYON & AMPHITHEATRE - This 90-acre park,
located in the Franklin Mountains, is open to hikers and picnickers. Surrounded
on three sides by dramatic canyon walls, the 1.5({l-seat amphitheatre. which is used
for concerts and special events, is special feature of the park. At 1500 McKelh-
gon Rd. For more information, call 915-534-0652 or visit www.visitelpaso.com.
MISSION TOUR - Hop aboard the “Trolley on a Mission” for mission tours,
Visit Mission Yeleta, Ysleta del Sur Puehlo, Socorro, and San Elizario, 4 1/2-hour
tour includes lunch as well as a stop at the History Museum and Tigua Cultural
Center, Tours on fourth Sat. of the month Sept. - Apr.; every Thurs. May - Aug. For
information/reservations, 915/544-0062. Departs from Civic Center, 1 Civic Plaza. Fare.
MISSION TRAIL—EI Paso’s Lower Valley is site of several graceful old
Spanish missions that are older than the better-known missions of California. For
more information, call 915/534-0677, Open daily, daylight hours, tour mapped by
El Paso Convention & Visitors Bureau includes the following:

Nuestra Seitora del Carmen, was established in 1681, and later dedicated
Corpus Christi de la Ysleta, 1690; damaged by both floods and fires, but restored
and maintained in original style and now familiarly called Ysleta Mission. Oldest
mission in Texas, established for Tigua Indians. When founded, the mission pueblo
was south of the Rio Grande, but has been left on the Texas side by changes in
the river channel. Some mission land has been in constant cultivation since 1682,
more than 300 years. 100 block of Old Pueblo Rdl. {Zaragosa exil from 1-10 cast).

Nuestra Seitora de la Concepcion del Socorro was established in 1682
as mission [or Piros, Thanos, and Jemes Indians. Originally located about 12
leagues from Guadalupe Mission 4t Paso del Norte and about 7.5 leagues from
Ysleta. However, when a group of Indians threatened to revolt, mission moved
to new location about one league from Ysleta Mission. Early 19th-century fload
changed course of Rio Grande and left village and mission on Texas side. Present
village of Socorro adjacent to southeast El Paso, FM. 258 south.

San Elizario Presidio Chapel was founded 1777 to serve Spanish military
garrison and government. Still in daily use, chapel stands as built 200 years ago.
preserving a type of architecture that supplanted more austere styles of Ysleta
and Socorra missions. Village of San Elizario served as El Paso County seat for
years and was location of a presidio (fort) of the same name. EM. 238 south.
NATIONAL BORDER PATROL MUSEUM & MEMORIAL
LIBRARY —Presents the rich heritage of the ULS, Border Patrol. Equipment,
documents, books, paintings, photos, vehicles, equipment, and memorabilia
available to the casual visitor or the scholar. No admission fee. Open Tues. -
Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 4315 Transmountain Rd. (Loop 373). 915/739-6060,
www.borderpatrolmuseum.com.

PARKS —Many parks, plus Franklin Mountains State Park, are popular picnic
areas. During vear, a variety of stage productions are presented in an amphithe-
ater in McKelligon Canyon Park,

PLAZA THEATRE —First opened in 1930, now one of the [ew remaining atmos-
pheric theaters in the nation. It closed in 1973 and was saved [rom demolition

in 1986, In 2002, the City of EI Paso and El Paso Communily Foundation formed
a partnership that provided [unding for the restoration project. That effort re-
stored the theatre Lo its original splendor and it is now open for tours and per-
formances. Located at 125 Pioneer St For more information, contact the El
Paso Convention & Performing Arls Center at 800/351-6024 or visit
www.visitelpaso.com.

RAILROAD & TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM OF EL PASO—
Exhibits cover many facets of transporlation, from use of railroads in wartime,
urban transit from 1880s mule car through eleetric streetears of early 20th cen-
tury, to the second transcontinental railroad built through El Paso. A restored 4-
4-0 “Classic American” 1857 locomotive is on display along with exhibits on the
history of the EP & SW No. 1. At 400 West San Antonio Ave. No admission fee,
Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 pm. 915/422-3420. www.elpasorails.org.

SAN JACINTO PLAZA—It's the original historic city square and park,
right in the heart of downtown. The plaza features a fiberglass sculpture, *Plaza
de los Lapartos,” by sculptor Luis Jiménez depicting the alligators that used to
call San Jacinto Plaza their home.

SCENIC DRIVES —Scenic Drive (races a winding course on southern flank
of Mount Franklin above downtown El Paso, with view of Judrez across the
river. Reached from Richmond St on the ¢ast, Irom Rim Rd. on the west.

on:
d four centuries
€ amazing trip.
: 6024
"'&W\-‘\K«'.Vlsltelpasc .COMm
“for your free, 64-page adventure guide,

ELPaso.

""" Do Texas Different

EL.Paso Convention & Visitors Bureau

El Paso is *V” shaped, divided by imposing steep slopes of Franklin Moun-
tains, Connecting top ends of V™ is Loop 375 (Transmountain Road) that climbs
through mile-high Smugglers Gup with impressive views of rugged mountain-
desert scenery. Accessible [rom 1-10 northwest of city and from US. 54 northeast.
SIERRA DE CRISTO REY —The Mounlain of Christ the King looms
above El Paso at poinl where Lerritorics of Texas, Mexico, and New Mexico
meel, Prominent on the 4,576-toot summit is a massive monument of Christ on
the Cross by artist Urbici Soler, built of Cordova cream limestone quarried near
Austin. Not recommended to climb except during Pilgrimage last Sun. in Oct.
TIGUA INDIAN RESERVATION: YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO -
Oldest community in present boundaries of Texas, now part of the city of El
Paso, was established in 1681 by refugees from a bloody uprising that expelled
Spanish and Christian Indians from present New Mexico. Spanish missionarics
and loyal Tigua Indians settled here at El Paso del Norte and built Ysleta Mission.
The mission church is still the religious focal point of the Tigua Indian community.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Cultural Center is owned and operated by the Tigua
Indians. It features a museum, gift shop, Indian social dancing, the Cacique Cale,
and delicious, fresh Indian bread. Open Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 4 pm.; Sat., Sun. 9 a.m. -
5 pm. At 305 Yaya Lane (oft Socorro Rd.). For information, call 915/859-7913,
TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER—I-10 west. See ANTHONY,
VIVA! EL PASO—Outdoor drama that captures the culture and heritage of
the Southwest. Spectacular Franklin Mountains serve as a backdrop al open-air
McKelligon Canyon Amphitheater. Traces El Paso’s history through four cras:
Indian, Spanish, Mexican, and Weslern. Thurs. - Sal. performunces Jun. - Aug.

For information, call E] Paso Association [or the Performing Arts 800/915-VIVA,

or Visit Www.viva-ep.org,

VISITOR CENTERS —EI Paso has three visitor centers, operated by the
El Paso Convention & Visitors Bureaw. The Main Visitor Center located at
One Civic Center Plaza and open Mon. - Fri. § a.m. - § pm. (Y15/534-0600); the
Center in the Union Depot Transit Terminal-Visitor Center is located al 400 W,
San Antonio St. and open daily 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (915/838-6227); and the Cenler in
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Wyler Aerial Tramway State Park in El Pase

the El Paso International Airport is located at 6701 Convair Rd. and open daily
8 am.- 8 pm. (915/780-4775).

WET 'N WILD WATER WORLD—37 acres of good clean family fun,
with 24 water attractions, including a six-story tall water slide and wave pool,
Restaurants, locker rooms and reserved group areas. I-10 at Anthony Exit *0."
Open every day through summer. Admission fee. 915/886-2222,
WILDERNESS PARK MUSEUM —Dioramas depict ancient Indian fribes
of the Southwest, their survival in the desert. and life in a changing environment.
Also nalure (rail and native plants. Open Tues. - Sun. 9 a.m. - 3 pm.: 3401 Trans-
mountain Rd. (Loop 373). For information, call 915/755-4332. Admission [ee.
WYLER AERIAL TRAMWAY STATE PARK —Get an eagle’s-eye view
of 7.000 miles of Southwestern natural beauty from atop Ranger Peak in El
Paso’s Franklin Mountains. Upon reaching the top at 5,632 feet, sky-travelers
spot the Hueco Mountains, New Mexico’s white sands and Mexico. Open Thursday
through Monday. Extended hours on weekends. Admission fee. 915/566-6622.

FORT DAVIS
e

GENERAL—Fort Davis was established and grew under protection of US.
Army post of the same name that was founded in 1854 at crossroads of famous
Chihuahua Trail and Butterfield Overland Mail Route, The city has served as
county seat of Presidio County and later Jeff Davis County, created largely from
Presidio. Altitude and climate make it a popular tourist and camping area.
Visitors will find speciality shops, restaurants and accommodations, including the
oldest inn in the state. The Blue Mountain Winery is located on the “Scenic
Loop™ tour and open Mon. - Fri. noon - 4 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. The Prude
Guest Ranch is popular for meetings and vacations. Horseback riding, hayrides,
chuck-wagon cookouts, and more; for information/reservations call 800/438-6232,
Additional information on accommodations, events, and dining may be ob-
tained from the chamber of commerce by calling 432/426-3015 or 500/524-3015.
Also visit www.fortdavis.com.
CHIHUAHUAN DESERT VISITOR CENTER —A natural area owned
and operaled by the Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute, dedicated to pro-
moting public awareness, appreciation, and coneern [or the natural diversity
of the Chihuahuan Desert region through rescarch and education. The Nature
Center offers an intimate setting to experience the diversity of the desert region.
Visitors will find eanvon springs, stately madrones, Montezuma Quail, and many
other hidden treasures. Also included are a cactus and succulent greenhouse,
a 20-acre botanical garden, indoor and outdoor interpretive exhibits, easy to
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moderately strenuous hiking trails, and a pift shop. A self-guided tour of the
botanical gardens and Modesta Canyon interpretive trail guides are available;
allow 30 min. to four hours. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - § p.m.; programs for tour
or school groups by arrangement. Located on Texas 118, four miles south.
Admission {ee. 432/364-2499. www.cdri.org,

DAVIS MOUNTAINS STATE PARK—In a sloping basin among scenic
Davis Mountains. 1,869 acres host more than 155,000 visitors annually. Primary
service facility 1s multilevel hotel called Indian Lodge. patterned in the pueblo
style. A free interpretive center 1s open afternoons, June through Aug., featuring
plant and animal material. both live and mounted; hird observation window and
wildlife watering station. Camping. picnicking, dining room, trailer facilities, rest
rooms, nature study, hiking. Six miles west of Fort Davis; Texas 118, Park Road 3.
Admission fee. B00/792-1112.

FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE—When pioneers and gold
seckers surged west in the mid-1800s, national concern focused on secure travel
routes. In Texas, nearly 600 miles of wilderness stretched between San Antonio
and El Paso. Throughout the distance, wagon travelers fell prev Lo some fiercely
hostile Native American iribes. Fort Davis, established in 1854, was the first mili-
tary post Lo guard the roule and offer haven by the precious waters of Limpia Creck.

But the trauma of the Civil War stripped the fronticr of military protection,
and little of value remained when federal troops returned to Fort Davis in 1867,
New construction eventually produced substantial rock and adobe buildings that
housed up to 12 companics of cavalry and infantry. Post-war troopers were black
“buffalo soldiers,” many of them former slaves from Southern plantations.

As the western movement resumed, troopers patrolled the long immigrant
road, escorted mail and wagon trains, and mounted wide-ranging expeditions
into the vast wilderness territory. After years of conflict, peace and civilian settle-
ment finally came to the frontier. With the bluecoats no longer needed, Fort
Davis was deactivated in 1891,

Operated by the National Park Service, Fort Davis today is a superb example of
frontier forts from that epic era, including both ruins and restorations. A museum,
open daily in reconstructed barracks, vividly interprets frontier military life.

Another feature is a sound re-creation of a 19th-century military parade —
bugles and hoofbeals ... the clank and jangle of mounted {roops ... music from
band manuals of 1875, Echoing over the empty parade ground, it is a haunling
[ragment of the past.

Open daily 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. except national holidays. On the northern edge of
town. From [-10 on the north, or ULS. 90 from the south, the site can be reached
by Texas 17 and Texas 118. Admission fee.

HISTORIC INN—Hote! Limpia—Restored country inn, ¢. 1912; sturdy, turn-
of-the-century oak furniture, sccond-story veranda and glassed-in sunporch with
raltan rockers; Boarding House restaurant, Two other restored buildings, plus cot-
tage; 20 rooms, 12 suites. Hotel Limpia Dining Rooms include the Sutler’s Club,
On the town square in Fort Davis. For information, call 432/426-3237 or 800/662-3517.
INDIAN LODGE STATE PARK—On the slopes of the Davis Mountains,
this rustic inn was built in the 1930s and modeled after Southwestern Indian

McDonald Observatory at Mount Locke near Fort Davis




Indian Lodge State Park near Fort Davis

pueblos, This full-service hotel offers mountain views, Southwestern decor. air-
conditioned rooms with color cable TV and telephones. Hike the Davis
Mountains, visit the Fort Davis National Historic Site, relax by the swimming
pool and have meals at the Black Bear Restaurant. Admission fee. 432/426-3254,
OVERLAND TRAIL MUSEUM —Named for historic trail that once
passed its front door, small museum was former home, office and shop of Nick
Merstelter, early resident who was justice of the peace, barber, and area music
master. Austrian-born Mersfelter could play almost any instrument, was once
member of San Antonio Philharmonic Orchestra, Pioneer ranch. trail, and law
enforcement artifacts, Open Wed. - Sun, afternoons in summer; admission fee,
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS McDONALD OBSERVATORY AT
MOUNT LOCKE —Buill in 1932 {ollowing bequest [rom William J.
McDonald, amateur astronomer, On 6.791-[ool peak of Mount Lacke, Site
selected because of clear air, high ratio of cloudless nights, distance from
concentrations of arlificial lights, and dust-and radiation-filtering growths of
shrubs and timber, Original instrument was 82-inch reflector; 107-inch reflector
is in larger dome.

The Hobby-Eberly Telescope (HET), the third largest in the world. was
designed Lo specialize in spectroscopy, the technique astronomers use to break
down light into its component wavelengths. The telescope was built and is owned
by a consortium of five universities: The Univ. of Texas at Austin; The
Pennsylvania State Univ.; Stanford Univ,; Ludwig-Maximilians Univ, of Munich,
Germany; and Georg-August Univ. of Goetlingen, Germany. The HET is con-
nected to the George T. Abell Gallery. Interpretive programs in the Abell
Gallery highlight the HET's design and purpose. Free sell-guided tour [or the
Abell Gallery. A more extensive guided tour of the HET is available with admis-
sion fee, For those driving recreation vehicles, limited-seating shuttle service is
available from the Visitors Center lor guided Lours only.

The Visitors Center, al the [ool of Mount Locke, is open daily Y am. -

3 p.m. Solar viewings are presented daily at 11 am. and 2 pm, General
admission [ee required Lo the solar viewing and entrance to new Decoding
Starlight cxhibil al the Visitors Center, Guided tours (fee) of the large telescopes
arc at 11:30 am. and 2:30 p.m. daily and also includes the solar viewing and
exhibil admission, Each Tues.. Fri. and Sat. evening, the center conduets “Star
Parties” for the general public, with viewing of stars and planets through tele-
scopes sel up by the observatory. An alternate program will be conducted in the
event of inclement weather. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's
Day. The observatory s 16 miles northwest via Texas 118, Spur 78.

Once a month, visilors can view celestial objects through 107-inch telescope
by making reservation with visitor center. (Very popular and sometimes hooked
months in advance.) Fee charged for large telescope viewing. 432/426-3640 o1
visit hitp:iMedonaldObservatory.org.
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FORT STOCKTON
Pop. 7,846 Alt. 2,954 Map O-7
GENERAL —Town developed with establishment of military post in 1859,

an outpost on Butlerfield Overland Mail Route at crossing of Old San Antonio
Road and ancient Comanche War ‘Irail, Popular with Native Americans long
before while men arrived because of large springs nearby. Area was one of earli-
est irrigated Larming ellorls in Texas; some 8,000 acres irrigated as early as 1877,
Today seal of Pecos Counly. retail and shipping headquarters for vast ranching,
natural gus and oil activilics, and major West Texas crossroads. Hunting excellent
[or mule deer and pronghom antelope.

ANNIE RIGGS HOTEL MUSEUM —The old hotel, built in 1899, was
buill on this stage route. Restored and maintained by local historical society. 14
rooms display area collections; 19th-tentury clothing, photography, Indian artifacts,
cowboy regalia, kilchen utensils, geology, archeology and religion. Open daily
Mon, - Sal, 10 a.m. - 5 pm.; extended hours in summer. 301 8. Main St.;
432/336-2167, Admission [ee,

COMANCHE SPRINGS —Once among largest springs in Texas. now site of
Olympic-sized swimming pool.

COURTHOUSE SQUARE —Historic features include courthouse (1883),
first Catholic Church {1875), first schoolhouse (1883), and Zero Stone placed by
survey party in 1839, used as origin point for all land surveys in this part of West
Texas, Nearby St Stephens Episcopal Church (1872). was first Protestant Church
wesl of the Pecos River,

HISTORIC FORT STOCKTON —Typical frontier military post estab-
lished 1858 as Camp Stockton; abandoned in 1886. Fort consisted of 35 buildings
made of adobe and hand-hewn limestone. Four original buildings remain; Three
of the eight officers’ quarters, and guardhouse with jailer’s quarters, three soli-
tary confinement cells, and a larger holding cell. Some of the other buildings
reconstructed. Open Mon. - Sat., 10 a.m, - 1 pm.and 2 - 5 p.m.; admission fee.
300 E. 3rd; 432/336-2400.

HISTORICAL SITES TOUR— A scrics of special signs on city streels pro-
vide guidance for do-it-yourself tour of historic sites. Historical notations date
from days of Cabeza de Vaca’s explorations, 1534, and other explorers such as
Espejo in 1583, Mendosa in 1684, Friendly citizens will fill in details.

JAMES ROONEY COUNTY PARK-—Green and spacious park on south-
ern edge ol atly al historic Comanche Springs. Swimming, picnicking and (ennis courts,
LAIKE —Imperial Rescervoir. See LAKES listing,

OLD FORT CEMETERY —Records on existing tombstones indicate few
peaple lived beyond age 40); indication of hardships among those who opened
and settled this harsh country.

PAISANQO PETE — At 20 feet long and 11 feet tall. Pete 1s probably the
world's largest roadrunner. A popular photo subjeet, U.S. 290 at Main St.
TUNIS CREEK STAGECOACH STOP—Former way station on
Butterfield Overland Mail Route: later a Texas Ranger station. Historie structure
was moved to a highway rest arca on ULS. 290, 20 miles east. Original location
was approximately two miles south.

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER—For information on dining,
accommaodations, events, and other arca information, stop by the center at I-10 and
[1.5.285. The center also offers Roadrunner Bus Tours Mon. - Fri. at 1 and 4 pm.;

Paisano Pete statue in Forl Stackton
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LAJITAS
Pop. 200 (est.) Alt. 2,440 Map R-6

GENERAL—(La-HEE-1ahs), on FM. 170, is at the western edge of Big Bend
National Park. First became a village in 1915 when an Army post was stationed to
protect Big Bend area from flamboyant Mexican bandit Francisco (Pancho) Villa.

Recent developments feature a modern motel and resort complex with golf
course, river rafting, swimming pools, tennis courts, horseback riding, restaurant,
spa, fitness facility, shopping, stargazing facility and much more. Caters to visitors
vear-round; winter season most popular, For more information call 877/525-4827
or visit www.lajitas.com.

Barton Warnock Environmental Education Center offers an archeological,
historical, and natural history profile of the Big Bend region. Also information
about vehicle, hiking, and river raft access: experienced backpackers only; no
developed facilities. The visitor center introduces Big Bend Ranch State Park,
and offers maps, books and other informational material: self-guided tour of
botanical garden displaying characteristic plants of the Chihuahuan Desert. Open
8am. -5 pm. daily; admission fee. Inmediately east of Lajitas on EM, 170.

LANGTRY
Pop. 30 (est.) Alt. 1,315 Map Q-10
GENERAL—In deep Southwest Texas by the Rio Grande, the villape was
established 1881 when Galveston, Harrisburg, and San Antonio Railway was
building through; was junction of construction from cast and west. Two origins of
town's name exisl; one prosaic, the other romantic. One credits town name to a
civil engineer named Langtry who dirceted a group of Chinese laborers in rail-
road construction, But colorful Judge Roy Bean insisted he named town after his
idol, English actress Lillie Langtry, the *Jersey Lilly.”

Primitive camping is available along the Devil’s River at Baker's Crossing.
For information, write HC 69, Box 200, Comstock, TX 78837, or call 432/292-4503.
JUDGE ROY BEAN VISITOR CENTER - In Southwest Texas on
U.S. 90 West, 60 miles west of Del Rio, one of the 12 Texas Travel Information
Centers operated by the Texas Department of Transportation for the convenience
of the traveling public, Features rustic saloon, courtroom and billiard hall and the
opera house of Judge Roy Bean, the colorful und controversial “Law West of the
Pecos™ in 1880s. The center preserves historic site where Judge Bean ruled with high-
handed brand of homespun law, outrageous humor and six-shooler justice.
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Medallion Home in Kermit

Sat.-Sun. at 2 p.m. The tour covers 16 points of interest. Or, drive the tour with
map and cassette tape. Open Labor Day to May 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.; summer 10 am. -
8 p.m. For information, call 432/336-8052.

IRAAN

Pop. 1,238 Alt. 2,200 Map O-9
GENERAL—With 1928 discovery of ail, town exploded inlo existence of hasli-
ly constructed frame buildings and tents. Name, chosen in a conlest, combines
names of the townsite owners, Ira and Ann Yales.

CITY PARK —4(-acre park adjacent to Fantasyland. Picnicking, grills, swim-

ming pool, camping,

DISCOVERY WELL A NO. 1—Gusher blew in more than hall-century
ago, Temains one of largest producing oil wells in North America. Tremendous
jet of vil sprayed tent city four miles away. Historical marker in city park gives
details.

FANTASYLAND — Alley Oop, comic strip caveman, was created by V.T.
Hamlin while he lived in Iraan. Visitors can see Alley Oop and Dinny in gigantic
figures in the 7.2-acre park. On US. 190,

IRAAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM—Located in Fantasyland
Park, museum [eatures excellent fossil exhibits, plus Indian artifacts, ranching
antiquities, and oil field relics, Open Apr. 1 - Sept. 1, Wed. - Sun. 2 - 6 p.m.
SCENIC DRIVE - US. 190 offers views of rugged terrain as you drive
through scenic mesas.

KERMIT _
Pop. 5,714 Alt, 2,890 Map L-7

GENERAL—Winkler County scat was a mere village in 1926 when population
of entire county was 81. Then oil was discovered nearby in the fabulous Permian
Basin, and the boom was on. Today a center for oil and petroleum-hased industries.
County-owned goll course 7 miles west on Texas 302; open daily except Mon.

For information on arca attractions, dining, or events, stop by the chamber of
commerce al 112 N, Poplar, or call 432/586-2507.
KERMIT SANDHILLS —Just 10 miles cast of the city 1s Sandhills Park. Over-
night camping and ofl-road vehicles are weleome. Texas 115 to EM. 874 intersection.
MEDALLION HOME —City's oldest existing structure; first built about five
miles south of town on the four-section claim of WL Seastrunk in 1907. Lumber
was brought in to Pecos and [reighted to Kermit from Monahans. Tn 1910, Sea-
strunk dismantled his house and moved it into the town. Seastrunk sold the pro-
perly and it remained in the W.E. Baird family until 1967 when the house was
presented to the city. It is furnished with period pieces. Open weekdays 9 a.m. -
4 p.m., Sun. 3 -5 p.m, In Pioneer Park on the north side of Winkler County Park.
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Adjacent modern visitor center interprels highlights of Judge Bean’s carcer

in “The Magic of Pepper’s Ghost Revealed” where dioramas come to Life with
live historic re-enactments in miniature stages. The “ghost-like” characlers recall
events during Bean's tenure as judge.

Uniformed, professional travel counselors welcome visitors and provide a
wealth of free literature, information, and suggestions to make every Texas trip

Judge Roy Bean Visitor Center in Langtry
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Marfa Mystery Lights Viewing Center

more pleasant. Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counsclors expertly
chart routes to any arca ol Texas, They point out the most convenient short-line
directions, or Icisurcly scenic drives to vour destination. They supply comprehen-
sive statewide travel publications, plus detailed brochures aboul points of inter-
est, attractions, and recrealional areas along the way. All of those services are
free. Open daily 8 a.m. to 5 pm., but beginning the Friday before Memorial Day
through Labor Day the center is open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

To speak to a professional travel counselor for travel information and trip
planning assistance. call 800/452-9292 [rom 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. central time, daily.
Travelers may also call for 24-hour automated road condition information and
seasanal reports on locations of scenic spring wildflowers and fall foliage. U.S. 90
West/State Loop 25 al Torres Avenue. 432/291-3340. www.txdot.gov.

SCENIC OVERLOOK—U.S. 90 spans arid, primitive land little changed
since pioneers lirst made Lheir way across it in creaking wagons. One of the most
formidable barricrs lo carly-day travel —and civilization—was the precipitous
canvon of the Pecos River, Modern travelers can pause and picnic in roadside
park by 11.8. 90 on cast rim of canyon, about 18 miles east of Langtry. View is
spectacular and provides insigh! into difficulties faced by pioneers who had to
negotiate crossing without a bridge of any kind.

SEMINOLE CANYON STATE PARK AND HISTORIC SITE—
Guided hiking tours (strenuous) Wed. - Sun. at 10 am. & 3 p.m. to Fate Bell
Shelter where 4,000-year-old rock art may be seen: visitor cenler houses displays of
»arly man and area history. Remainder of park open daily; campsites and picnick-
ing. Note; Call park for public hunt dates. On US. 90, 20 miles east. Admission
fee. 43212924464,

MARATHON __
Pop. 455 Alt. 4,043 Map P-7

GENERAL—Marathon’s name was suggested by sea captain who said the arca
reminded him of Marathon, Greece. Once a cattle and mining shipment center in
its heyday, today the town on U.S. 90 at the junction with ULS. 383 is a tourist
crossroads, a major gateway to Big Bend National Park, and a headquarters for
vasl ranching activities. Visitors can catch glimpses of the town’s colorful past al
the Marathon Museum at N, Third St. and Ave. E, and the old Marathon Jail at 8.
Second St. and Ave. C. In Sept. the town hosts WestFest, complete with a cabrito
cook-off, and the Fiesta de la Noche Buena takes place in early Dec. For more
information about shopping, restaurants, lodging and more, call the Marathon
Chamber of Commerce at 432/386-4516 or visit www.marathontx.net.

BLACK GAP WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA— 100,000 acres
devoled 1o management study of native wildlife. Visitors welcome, though formal
tours nol available. Species include bobeat, mule deer, pronghom antelope,
javelina, fox, coyote and reintroduced desert bighorn sheep. Permil hunting and
lishing in Rio Grande at specified times. Camping arca [or authorized hunters
and fishermen only. South 55 miles via U.S. 385 and R.M. 2627,

GREAT MARATHON BASIN—Widely known geologic area noted for
cxlensive surface outcroppings of varied rocks and minerals, popular with pro-
[essional geologists and amateur rockhounds,

BEND COUNTRY.

HISTORIC INN - Gage Hotel—Restored West Texas hotel of the 1920s, orig-
inal pine floors and woodwork; utilitarian rooms (19) with ranch-style furnish-
ings. Traditional Texas and Southwestern fare in restaurant. U.S. 90 in Marathon.
THE POST—Located 5 miles south of town on the Post Road lies what
remains of old Fort Pena Colorado, built in 1879 to protect area residents from
[ndian raids. Natural springs feed a large pond, a feature that has made it an oasis
for centuries. Abandoned in 1893, some of the foundations of the original struc-
lures can still be found. Today the site is a public park and a popular site for picnics
and birdwatchers

MARFA R
Pop. 2,424 Alt. 4,688 Map P-5

GENERAL—Marfa was established in 1881 as water stop of Texas and New
(rleans Railroad, Today 1l is a irading point for many large ranches in surround-
ing mountains. Superb climale makes Marfa a papular tourist center. In season,
hunters are attracted by plentiful mule deer and pronghorn antelope.

Check out the Bl Pasano Hotel, In 1955, it served as base of operations {or
filmmaker George Stevens while filming the movie “Giant.”

Marfa Municipal Golf Course is the highest goll course in Texas, at 4,882 feet
above sea level with nine holes, 18 lee boxes and bent grass greens. Visitors and
locals enjoy golfing in the clear, dry mountain air,

Strong thermal updrafls and legendary soaring conditions make this an out-
standing location for glider rides. For more information, contact Marfa Gliders at
8D0V667-9464 or visit www.[lvgliders.com,

For more informalion on the Marfa area, contact the chamber of commerce
at 432/729-4942 or visil www.marface.com,

CHINATI FOUNDATION/LA FUNDACION CHINATI-
Contemporary art museum founded by the late artist Donald Judd, dedicated to
ihe creation and preservation of permancnt installations of large-scale works or
large groups of work by a small number ol arlists, localed on 340-acre site of the
former Fort D.A. Russell. Guided tours available every Thursday through Sun-
day starting at 10 a.m. Tours also available on Tuesdays and Wednesday by
appointment only, by calling the museum office at 432/729-4362 at least one
week in advance. 1 Calvary Row just off Route 67 south of Marfa.

MARFA MYSTERY LIGHTS VIEWING CENTER—T[irst reported by
early settlers in 1883, the mysterious lghts still defy explanation. The new view-
ing center, expanded to eight acrs, [calures a viewing deck, rest room facilities,
information about the Marfa Lights, local [lora and fauna and more, Located
about 8 miles east of Marfa on US. 67/90.

McCAMEY -

Pop. 1,805 Alt. 2,441 Map N-9
GENERAL—Bcfore 1925, only a lone boxcar occasionally stood on siding at
this featureless site. Then an oil driller named MeCamey hil a gusher. Tn less than
a vear, McCamey was brawling boom town of 10,000 housed in tents and hastily
constructed buildings. Much quicted, McCamey Loday 15 still a center of oil activ-
ity and is a livestock shipping point for surrounding ranches. In addition, a grow-
ing number of wind turbine generators on the surrounding mesas make
McCamey the wind energy capital ol Texas, Geographically located on US. 67
and part of 11.8. 383 La Entrada Al Pacilico Trade Corridor, MeCamey is midway
hetween 1-10 and [-20. For more information, contact the McCamey Chamber of
Commerce at 432/652-8202 or visil www.mccameychamber.com.

MENDOZA TRAIL MUSEUM —Exhibits include relics of this recent
[rontier: Tndian artifacts, fossils, mementos of oil boom, antique furniture. Also
on museum grounds are historic Adrian House and Sanla Fe RR depot. Open
Mon., Wed. & Thurs., 1 - 5 pm.; Tues. 1 - 4 pm. On ULS. 67 cast. 432/652-3192.
SANTA FE PARK—[Large pecan and elm trees, rarc in this region, shade
picnic areas and prassy playground. At east city limits of McCamey on U.S. 67.
Free overnight parking is available behind the museum.

MIDLAND - - g - . .
Pop. 101,033 Alt. 2,891 Map L-9/KK-4

GEMNERAL  Midland was established in the late 1800s as water stop for the
railroad and became hub for farming and ranching until oil was discovered in the
19205, The area, known as the Permian Basin, contains tremendous quantitics of
natural gas and oil. Farming and ranching were the main sources of income until
the discovery of oil in the 1920s when the area became headquarters for (he vasl

25



it
Scharbauer Sports Complex in Midland

petroleum industry in the Permian Basin. Today. Midland remains active in the
oil and gas business, but diversification efforts are going strong, Manufucturing,
industrial services, educational and medical facilities are all important aspects of
the local cconomy. George W. & Laura Bush claim Midland as home and contin-
ue lo have close ties there today.

Geographically, Midland is located approximately midway between FL Worth
and El Paso on 1-20, a main east/west route. ULS, 385, is a main north/south route,
while LS. 349 provides easy northsouth access to Midland. Rail service is sup-
plied by the Union Pacific Ruilroad and offers reliable access to all major U.S,
markets. Midland International Airport. located approximately halfway between
Odessa and Midland, is the ninth largest airport in Texas, and provides service on
American Eagle, Continental, and Southwesl Airlines.

The spirit of Midland is evident in high-risc buildings, a strong educational
system, cconomic diversification and dedication to the fine arts Education is a
priorily with the University of Texas of the Permian Basin, Texas Tech Health
Scienees Center and a community college, Midland College. From community
theater to historic buildings and muscums, to RockHounds AA Baseball. you'll
find it all in Midland.

For additional information on events, accommodations, or dining facilities,
contact the Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau at 800/624-6435.
AMERICAN AIRPOWER HERITAGE MUSEUM AND
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS —After
World War I1, 2 handful of former scrvice pilots put their wartime flying experi-
enee Lo use as crop-duster pilots in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. But when a
group of them paid 82,500 for a surplus P-51D Mustang in 1957, the seed was
planted for the growth of the nation’s linest and most complete collection of fly-
able WWII combat aircraft,

When these dedicated pilots found that virtually all of the nearly 300,000 air-
craft that had been produced during the war had been destroyed. they vowed to
try to preserve at least one ol cach Lype so that future generations would under-
stand and appreciale the importance and accomplishments of American airpower.

The muscum remains dedicated to acquisition, restoration and preservation
in [lying condition of these vintage military aircraft. The CAF maintains an
impressive array of World War 11 planes including foreign aircrafl. The muscum
also owns the world’s largest collection of aviation nose art, now housed in a
new, 6,(00-square foot gallery featuring 33 original nosc arl pancls. Major flying
demonstration is “Airsho,” usually held the first [ull weekend in October.

Approximately 14-20 of the 142 aircraft in the CAF arc on display at any one
time, with aircraft changed quarterly. On display could be combat stulwarts such as
P-4y Warhawk, P-47 Thunderbolt, P-51 Mustang, P-39 Aircobra, P-63 King Cobra, P-
&2 Twin Mustang, FAF Wildeat, F6I* Hellcat, F&F Bearcat, FAU Corsair, and German
Heinkel HE-111. Other flyable planes include B-24 Liberator, B-17 Flving Fortress,
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B-29 Superfortress, A-26 Invader. B-25 Mitchell, C-47 Skytrain, and several trainers.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun. and holidays noon - 5 p.m. (closed
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day) at Midland International Airport, on 1-20
Business Route. 432/563-1000, or visit www.airpowermuseum.org, Admission fee.
COLE THEATRE —Home of Midland Communily Theatre. Performances
include dramas, comedies, and musicals. For informalion, contact the MCT hox
office at 432/082-4111. 2000 W. Wadley.
FIRE MUSEUM —The Midland Downtown Lions Club Fire Museum con-
tains city's first two fire trucks and other carly fire fighting equipment.
Photographs line the walls, and an original collection of early [ire markers arc
also on exhibit. Sponsored by Downtown Lions Club. Open daily. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m,
432/685-7332. 1500 W. Wall. No admission fee,
CITIBANK BALLPARK—Contains 5,000 fixed scats with an additional
3,000 on grass-berm seating, a wide [ood sclection and a specially designated pic-
nic area as well as play areas [or the kids. 432/520-2255.
GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS STADIUM - Take a seat and enjoy a
hot dog or pizza as you cheer on your favorite team. With seating for 15,000,
there’s room for everyone. 432/681-7686.
GEORGE W. BUSH CHILDHOOD HOME - Visit the place President
Georpe W. Bush refers (o as his hometown and learn more about the man as you
tour his fully-restored childhood home. Features furnishings authentic to 1952-
56, when the Bush [amily lived in the home, photographic exhibits and special
activities, 1402 W, Ohio. 432/685-1112. www.bushchildhoodhome.org,
HALEY LIBRARY & HISTORY CENTER— With emphasis on Texas
and Southwestern history, museum features the collection and historical research
of J. Evells Haley, acknowledged dean of range country historians, Nearly 30,000
items in the collection include displays, volumes and papers on all facets of carly
Western life. especially the cowboy and range cattle industry. Also contains cxien-
sive collections of Billy the Kid and Lincoln County War, Foremost among his-
lorical relics is original Alamo mission bell. cast in 1722, Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. -
5 p.m. at 1805 W. Tndiana. 432/682-5785. Donations accepled.
MIDLAND COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM — Exhibits include
carly Midland history, photos, pioneer relics, mementos of the Civil War, World
Wars I & I1, and Indian artifacts. Open Mon.. Wed., Fri., 2 - 5 p.m. 301 W. Mis-
souri. For information, call 432/688-8947, Visitors can also sce the famous
“Midland Man." Anthropologist Dr. Fred Wendorl authenlicated remains (cal-
varium, upper skull) of what is now known as the Midland Man. Discovery
proves exislence of man in Midland area 22,000 years ago; site on Scharbauer
Ranch south of city limils. Reproduction of remains on display in Midland
County Historical Museum,
MIDLAND PARKS —More than 45 fine parks dot the city. Included are
Dennis the Menace Park, Hogan Park, Chris Davidson Memorial Park,
Centennial Plaza and Washington Parf. Dennis the Menace Park is a superb
three-acre duplicate of original in Monterey, Calit., with bright colors, wading
pools, walks, slides, plavhouses and fountains. Hogan Park has picnic areas, play-
grounds, swimming pool, ball diamonds, 36-hale golf course (ranked in the top 25
municipal courses in the state), driving range, and the Sibley Nature Center and
Trail, which gives visilors 4 look at West Texas flora and fauna. Chris Davidson
Memorial Park is one of three parks in the US. that is totally accessible to wheel-
chairs. Park offers merry-po-rounds. swings, physical fitness courses, basketball
and volleyball courls, and 4 gazebo. Centennial Plaza is tribute to Midland’s
100th anniversary, dedicaled in honor of pioneers who settled here. In center of
downtown. it offers waterlalls, terraced landscaping and seating for outdoor con-
certs and relaxed picnic lunches. Washinpton Park features tennis courts, baseball
field, walking track, and a onc-loot-deep wading pool with play features in the
center. A zero-depth pool where the water level slowly deepens like a shoreline
from zero to twelve [cel 1s nearby, Beal Complex is home (o the William and
Sam Memorial Skatcboard Park. For more information, call the Midland Park
and Recreation office at 432/6835-7355.
MIDLAND ROCKHOUNDS — AA affiliate of the Oakland A’s baseball
¢lub makes its home in Midland. Season runs April - Aug, with diflferent promotions
for each home game. Call 432/520-2255 for season schedule and ticket information,
MUSEUM OF THE SOUTHWEST COMPLEX —Art collections dis-
plaved in 1934 mansion on National Register of Historic Places. Interior house
accents include carved wooden friezes, hand-painled tile and Ttalian marble fire-
places. Collections tocus on Southwest and include works by Taos Society of
Artists, Texas regionalists, photographers, and sculplors. Varying traveling exhibits
shown. Septemberfest arts and crafts fair first weckend [ollowing Labor Day each
year. Open Tues. - Sat, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m; Sun. 2 - 5 pm. Closed major holidays, 1703
W. Missouri. For information, call 432/683-2882, Donalions accepted.



Fredda Turner Durham Children’s Musewm—FExhibits provide children and
families with an interactive environment for exploration and investigation.
Explore Citiscape, a multi-level, child-size city complete with a hank, grocery
store, television station and more. Exhibits for children ages 4 - 12; computer area:
pre-school play arca. Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.
Open Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 5 pm., Sun. 2 - 5 p.m. 432/683-2882. Admission fee.

Marian Blakemore Planetarium—Public sky shows. Group shows by reser-
vation. (Midland schools use [acilities for astronomy classes during school year.)
Gallery area and interactive video component. Admission fee. For information
and show times, 432/683-2882.

PERMIAN BASIN PETROLEUM MUSEUM, LIBRARY AND
HALL OF FAME —The muscum’s variety of collections, exhibits and inter-
prelation of the oil industry make it an outslanding visitor site. Historical high-
lights include thousand-year-old recd mats and woven fiber articles from the
area’s prehistoric population; superb historical paintings; cowboy tack and early
railroad artifacts. Petroleum exhibits include greal historic photos of early boom-
town activitics; [ascinating well-drilling techniques in puintings, models and hard-
ware; 3-D models of oil sirala; geological AV shows and the story of vil forma-
tion; actual oil-well cores from deep underground. Step back 230 million years
and walk 30 feet “under water” in a Permian-age sea. Stand amid a wrecked
drilling rig and expericnce a simulated wild well blowout. Experience transporta-
tion history as you view the Jim Hall Chaparral race cars displayed in the new
transportation wing. Rarely seen by the public, these race cars were instrumental
in the development of technology still used in racing today. Outside you can [ind
a large collection of antique oil drilling rigs and equipment as well. This museum
also features the largest collection in the nation of Tom Lovell works. Open
Mon. - Sat, 9 a.m. - § p.m.; Sun, 2 - 5 pm. at 1300 T-20 west, exit 136 in Midland,
432/683-4403. Admission fee.

PERMIAN BASIN VIETNAM VETERANS' MEMORIAL -
Dedicated Lo arca veterans who lost their lives during the Vietnam War. The
five-sided pentagon holds plaques of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and
Coast Guard, as well as the names of the individuals who lost their lives during
the conflict. Located at the Midland International Airport.

PLISKA AIRPLANE —John V. Pliska. born in Tyne, Austria, came fo Texas
with his parents in 1397 and settled in Flatonia, In 1903 he started on a trip to
Mexico by train, When the train stopped in Midland, he got off to laok over the
local blacksmith shop. Pliska was hired as a blacksmith and became the first per-
son in Midland County to become & US. naturalized citizen. Fascinated by air-
planes, Pliska planned to build one and by 1909 had started gathering materials.
Tn 1911, a Wright Brothers Model B plane landed in Midland on a cross-country
flight. Pliska viewed it and began (o build his own plane along with Gary Coggin, a
local auto mechanic. Pliska flew his plane in 1912. Pliska’s flying machine can be
viewed daily in the Midland International Airport lobby. 432/560-2200.

PUTT PUTT FUN CENTER - Cenler has 36 holes of themed golf, go carts,
batling cages. laser tag, arcade with 50 video games and food on six acres. Open
daily. 3415 N. Loop 250 West. 432/520-3993.

SCHARBAUER SPORTS COMPLEX— A sports lover's dream, this com-
plex opened March 2002 with the Oakland A’s against its Double A uffiliate, the
Midland RockHounds, in their new home, Citibank Ballpark. Games scheduled
Apr. - Aug, Loop 250 & Texas 191, Call 432/520-2255 for schedules and ticket
information,

YUCCA THEATRE —Noslalgic example of flamboyant Assyrian-style archi-
tecture, featuring gilded lions. ornate columns, serollwork and elaborate lighting
fixtures. This Texas Historical Medallion landmark houses the madeap Summer
Mummers, melodrama mayhem and hilarity Jun. - Labor Day. 208 N, Colorado St,
For information, call 432/682-4111.

MONAHANS N
Pop. 6,821 Alt. 2,613 Map M-8
GENERAL—Spanish explorers crossed arca of present Ward County more
than 400 years ago, bul it remained undisturbed habital of Native Americans
until mid-1800s. City cslablished about 1881 as stop on Texas and Pacific
Railroad, building west from Forl Worth, County seat, today a financial and mar-
keting center for more than 800 square miles of cattle and oil country.

Oil wells, drilled at a distance from the downtown area, are slanted to draw
oil from heneath city hall, courthouse, banks and business houses.
LAKE - Imperial Reservoir, See LAKHES listing,
MILLION BARREL MUSEUM —Built in 1928 as vil-slorage lacility, huge
tank was abandoned due to leakage. Converted in 1987 (o museum featuring

Vieit Midland/Odessa where you'll
experience WWII history at the CAF
American Airpower Heritage Museur.
Take a glimpse ab the leaders of our
nation at The Fresidential Museum,
Discover oil at the Permian Basin
Fetroleurn Museum. Learn about the

connections to President George W,
Bush as you visit bath cities.

Enjoy the seasonal festivals ana
fairs, rodeos, minor league baseball and
professional hockey, shopping and
dining; all with one thing in mind...
o put a smile on your face!

THL SUNNY SMILE OF TEXAS
MIDLAND 800-624-6435 ODESSA 800-780-4678

www.visitmidlandtx.com www.odessacvb.com

relocated and restored Holman House that served as hotel at terminus of
Monahans-Fort Stockton Stage Line early in 20th century:. Period furnishings.
Also on site is first Ward Counly jail, display of antique oil field equipment and
amphitheater. Open daily. On U.S. 80, 1.3 mi. east of city.

MONAHANS SANDHILLS STATE PARK—4.000 acres of wind-sculp-
tured sand dunes like classical landscape of the Sahara, Park has modern muse-
um and interpretive center, picnicking, camping and sand surfing, Huge sandhills
area, only part of which is in park, was formidable obstacle to pioneer (ravelers
and wagon trains. Indians knew it better and frequently camped here because
pure, fresh water could be found between certain dunes by scooping 4 trench in
sand. Nol apparent to eve is one of largest oak forests in nation, stretching across
40,000 acres of arid land. The “forest™ is not apparent because mature trees
(Havard oaks) are seldom more than three feet high. vet they send down rools
as far as 90 feet to maintain miniature surface growth. The unusual park is on
12001, 80 five miles east. Admission fee. 800/792-1112.

PYOTE MUSEUM AND RATTLESNAKE BOMBER BASE—0Old
base, south of 1-20, was training hase for thousands of B-17 and B-29 bombard-
ment crews during World War 11, Museum displays arca history, mementos of
base. Open Sat. Y a.m. - 6 pm.; Sun. 2 - 6 p.m. Museum is in counly park that also
offers picnicking, swimming pool, three-hole golf course, tennis and overnight
camping. On [-20, 15 miles west of Monahans,

ODESSA
Pop. 140,000 Alt. 2,891

GENERAL—Odessa is nestled in the heart of West Texas, midway between
Dallas and El Paso. Here you'll enjoy breathtaking skics, wide-open spaces and
real West Texas hospitality.

Odessa was established in the late 1300s as 4 waler stop [or the railroad.
Farming and ranching were the main sources of income until the discovery of oil
in the 1920s when Odessa became headguarters for the vast petroleum industry
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Monahans Sandhills State Park

in the Permian Basin. Today, Odessa remains active in the oil and gas business,
but diversification efforts are going strong. Manufacturing, industrial services,
cducational and medical [acilitics are all important aspects of the local economy,

From community theater to historic buildings and museums, trom Jackalopes
Professional Hockey 1o Roughnecks Indoor Football Team and the World's
Largest Jackrabbil, you'll find it all in Odessa.

For additional information on events. accommodations, or dining facilities,
contact the Odessa Convention & Visilors Burcau at 800/780-4678 o visit
www.odessacvb.com,

BUSH HOME —Located on the grounds of the Presidential Muscum is the
former home of President George H.W. Bush, his wife, Barhara, and son, George
W. Bush. The quaint two-bedroom, one bath home is where two presidenls and a
first lady spent their early days in West Texas. At 4919 E. University, Open Tucs. -
Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Admission [ee, 432/363-7737.

ECTOR COUNTY COLISEUM —3.000 seat coliseum with 2,500 addition-
al seats possible, The Coliscum Complex has six additional exhibit buildings and
a covered arena. It is home to the Permian Basin Fair and Exposition. the Per-
mian Basin International Oil Show, the Sandhills Stock Show and Rodeo [one of
the top 13 PRCA Rodeos in the nation}, the Odessa Jackalopes Professional
Hockey Team, part of the Central Hockey League, and the Odessa Roughnecks
indoor football team. Andrews Highway and 42nd St. 432/366-3541.

ECTOR THEATER—Localed in (he heart of downtown, and completed in
1951. This unique Odessa Historic Landmark, restored in 2001, features classic
and art films, live theater and concerts, The 700-seat auditorium features wheat
stalks done in pale green and gold-leaf stretches almost from floor to ceiling,
decorating the delicate pink walls. Long thin neon lights lie in hidden niches at
intervals along the walls. In 1931 the (healer had the second largest sereen in the
state. IUis located on the corner of Texas and 5th Streets. Admission fee. For
additional information, call 432/332-6160 Theater or 432/380-0898 office.
www.cctortheatre.net.

ELLEN NOEL ART MUSEUM OF THE PERMIAN BASIN—
Provides access to art of enduring quality through changing exhibitions and
through the museum’s permanent collection. Exhibitions are varied and include
historically significant art, outstanding contemporary art and juried exhibitions
of regional art, The Museum’s Sculpture and Sensory Garden challenges the
senses of both the sighted and non-sighted. Free admission to the Garden and the
Art Museum. Donations accepted. Open Tues, - Sal, 10 a.m. - 5pm., Sun.2 - 5p.m.
Located on the campus of the University of Texas of the Permian Basin at 4909
E. University. Reservations are recommended for guided tours and can be made
by calling 432/550-9696.
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GLOBE OF THE
GREAT SOUTHWEST—
On the grounds of Odessa
College, the theater is mod-
eled after the original
Shakespearcan Globe Theatre,
Shakespearcan productions
are held throughout the year,
along with national road
shows and local productions
that range from country and
bluegrass concerts to Broad-
way musical comedics. The
Shakespeare Festival is held
each year on the last weekend
ol August through the first
week of September. Also on
the grounds is a replica of
Anne Hathaway’s cottage that
contains antiques and
Shakespearean library. Open
Mon. - Fri,, 10 am. - § p.m.,
2308 Shakespeare Road.
Admission fee. 432/332-1586.
MUSIC CITY MALL—
Enjoy free, live musical per-
formances while enjoying
shopping and more. Don’t
miss the giant indoor carousel,
fashioned after an 18th-century original, and a public ice skating rink. At 4101 E.
42nd St. 432/550-2483.

ODESSA FAMILY AQUATIC CENTERS —Located at Woodson Park
and Sherwood Parks, facilities are open during swim season, Amenitics for all
ages include leisure pool with lap lanes and beach entry, diving well, water and
sand volleyball, current channel/lazy river, vortex, lily pad walk, raindrop, spiral
and tot slides, water floor geysers, sand box playground, picnic pavilions, shade
structures, concessions and bath house. Admission fee, For more information, call
the Odessa Parks & Recreation Department at 432/368-3548.

ODESSA METEOR CRATER AND MUSEUM, THE —The Odessa
Crater was formed in prehistoric times when a shower of nickel-iron meteorites
collided with the carth. The crater, the second largest in the nation, is approxi-
mately 350 [eet in diameter and was originally 100 feet deep. Over the centuries,
desert winds silted the crater almost level with the surrounding plains, It now
appears as a shallow, nearly circular depression surrounded by a low, rock-but-
tressed rim. The site was not identified as a meteor crater until the 1920s. An

KEVIN STILLMANTADOT

Stonehenge on the campus of the University of Texas of the Permian
Basin in Odessa




adjacent museum and visitors center has exhibits on meteorites, tektites, mele-
orite impact products, as well as historical videos and related items of interest
with an emphasis on material from outer space. The museum hours are Sat.

1} a.m. - 3 pm.. Sun. 1 - 5 pm. Self-guided tours of (he crater are available daily

9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Just west of Odessa off 120, exit 108, follow signs (o crater site,
Donations accepted. 432/381-0946,

ODESSA PARKS— Odessa’s 11 community parks offer a wide varicly ol
aclivilics such as softball, tennis, swimming and plavgrounds vear-round. Notable
parks include McKinney Park with huge Iwhled Christmas holiday displays; bar-
rer-Iree Progressive Park, designed to meet the needs of disabled children; and
Noél Heritage Pluza, which hosts numerous outdoor cultural events throughoul
the year and a beautitul display of Christmas lights during the holiday. Memeria
Gardens is a tribute to the original pioneer families who settled this arca, A bronze
steer is depicted descending a two-tiered waterfall to drink from the plava lake
The branch of each ranch and brief history are permanently displayed. For more
information, call the Odessa Parks & Recreation Department at 432/368-3548,
PARKER HOUSE RANCHING MUSEUM - This historic home. com-
pleted in 1935, was owned by Jim and Bessie Parker and was headquarters for
their ranching operations, The house has been restored as a museum and prima-
rily [eatures ranching and local history. The gallery rooms upstairs featurc chang-
ing historical exhibits. Open Wed.-Sat., 10a.m. - 3 p.m. Donations accepled. ALLLLS
Maple St. 432/335-9918,

THE PERMIAN PLAYHOUSE — Theater has been enriching (he hives of
West Texas residents with music, dance, drama. suspense, Lears and laughter for
more than 50 years. 310 West 42nd St. Admission Lee. For performance dates and
times call 432/550-5456 or visit www.pcrmianplayhouse.com,
PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM —The only museum in the T1S, dedicated solely
to the office of the President. Permanent exhibils include campaign memorabilia,
portraits, signatures, documents, and commemorative ilems that relate to past
Presidents, Vice-Presidents, First Ladics, as well as the Presidents of the Republic
of Texas and the Confederate States of Texas. 11 also includes a library and a gift
shop. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 3 pam. on the University of Texas of the Permian
Basin campus, 4919 E. University, Odessa. For information, call 432/363-7737,
Admission fee.

STONEHENGE — This amazing replica of the original Stonehenge fascinates
visitors from around the world. Tt is located on the campus of the University of
Texas of the Permian Basin. For more information, visit www.utpb.edu.
WHITE-POOL HOUSE —Oldest existing residential structure in Odessa. It i
a two-story brick home constructed in 1887. It has period furnishings from origi-
nal and last owners and reflects lifestyles of 1880s ranching period and 19205 oil
era. Frequently changing cxhibils give visitors opportunities to view and learn
about the community in different eras. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 am.-3 p.m. and by
appointment. 112 E. Murphy St. Donations accepted, 432/333-4072,

WORLD'S LARGEST JACKRABBIT—“World's Largest Jackrabbit,”
Jack Ben Rabbil, is an Odessa landmark. He's a 8-ft. statue on a cement base sit-
uated in front of the ECISD administration building at 802 N, Sam Houston, The
fiberglass statue was created by the Odessa Chamber of Commerce in 1962 and
has become a popular pholo spol for tourists. #

PECOS =
Pop 9,501 Alt. 2,580 Map M-7

GENERAL —Established 1881 as stop on'lexas and Pacific Railroad. Pecos
eained early fame as hangout for rowdy cowboys and fast-draw lawmen. Touted
as “Home of World's First Rodeo,” Pecos was scene of cowboy contest in 1883
that was forerunner of today’s popular sporl. (West of the Pecos Radea. 4th of
July. e-cnacts 1883 events.) Today, a hub of travel both east-west and north-
south; commercial center for ranching, irrigated furming, produce processing,
and oil production. Area hunting for mule deer, javeling, upland game birds,
Visil the chamber of commerce, 111 S, Cedar St (ULS. 285, for details or visit
WWW.pecosly.com,

LAKES —Balmorhea and Red Bluff. Sce LAKES listing.

MAXEY PARK & ZOO—Among several species of animals are buffalo, Long-
horns, deer, javelina. mountain lions, and antelope. Picnic area, a gazebo. and a
botanical garden with regional flowers and shrubs are found in the park area.
Also, “kid’s city” playeround for children of all ages. Full facility campground and
RV park west of the park. On I-20 access road between U.S. 285 and Texas 17.
PECOS CANTALOUPES—Grawn in irrigated Lelds, luscious melon is the
delight of gourmets throughout the United States. Qualily derives from natural
combination of alkaling soil. western sunlight and altitude. Pecos cantaloupes
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West-of-the-Pecos Museum in Pecos

enjov comparahle status with Maine lobslers. French wines and Swiss cheeses,
Harvested late July through Scpt. with & [estival held in late summer. For festival
schedule. call 432/445-2406.

WEST-OF-THE-PECOS MUSEUM AND PARK—Celehrating its 43rd
anniversary in 2006, muscum oceupies old saloon and three floors of historic
hotel, once the area’s finest. Sce restored orate fixtures, accurate displays of life
in the late 1800s. and site where two oullaws were gunned down by quick-draw
hartender, Barney Riges. Filty rooms of exhibits showcase Pecos and West Texas
history. Information on other Pecos attractions. Open Labor Day to Memorial
Day, Tues. - Sat. 9 am. - § p.m.: Memorial Day to Labor Day, Mon, - Sat. 9 a.m, -
5 pam,, Sun. T -4 p.m. U.S. 285 and First St For more information, call 432/445-
5076. Admission fee,

Adjacent park contains first building in Pecos, grave of Clay Allison, the
“Gentleman Gunfighter,” replica of Judge Roy Bean's saloon (see LANGTRY
[or aetual site), an E'c ipse windmill and offices of the tourist center and chamber
of commeree.

PINE SPRINGS

Pop. 20 {est.) Alt. 5,634 Map L-4
GENERAL—The tiny community on 1S, 62180 just south of the New Mexico
state line was the location of a station on famous stagecoach Tun, Butterfield
Overland Mail Route, Station was established in 1838; tumbled slone ruins and a
granite historical marker are all that remain today.

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK—Dedicated 1972,
the park contains 86 416 acres with elevations ranging from 3,630 Lo 8,749 [eet at
the summit of Guadalupe Peak, highest point in Texas. Four of the state’s highest
peaks are in the park, as well as many other unnamed peaks morc than 8,000
[eet tall, along with deep canyons and a rare mixture of plant and animal hle.
The bdmn.dwen outer mountain slopes belie a wooded, game-rich interior of
areat scenic beauly, Forests of ponderosa pines mingle with aspens, maples.
mountain junipers and madrones, Abundant deer and elk graze upland meadows.

Access to the park’s rugged, majestic interior is by hiking and backpack
camping along 80 miles of marked Lrails, The National Park Service advises that
only experienced, well-equipped backpackers should enter the primitive back
country for extended stays. Permils are required for overnight trips and camping
is allowed in designated arcas only. All should check in and out at the headgquar-
ters visitor center on U.S.62/180 near Pine Springs. A cultural history museum is
in the 1870s Frijole Runch House, Wildlife exhibits. slide program, and bookstore
are in visitor cenler.

Visitors may drive near mouth of McKittrick Canyon, where hiking trails
lead into enchanting scenery (day use only), A geology exhibit and slide pro-
gram are at the McKittrick Canyon Visitor Center.,

Tent and self-contained RV camping al Pine Springs campground near the ruins
of historic “Pinery” stage station. Waler, rest rooms, evening programs, Containerized
fuel stoves (pasoline, propane, alcohol) only. On ULS. 62/180). Fee. Y15/828-3251.
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Adobe Courthouse in Sierra Blanca

PRESIDIO _ -
Pop. 4,167 Alt. 2,594 Map R-5

GENERAL—Town grew from early Spanish settlement once proteeted by a
presidie (fort}. Texas” most mountainous country, averaging more than 5,000 feet
ahave sea level, with some spots above 8,000 feet. Llome to the vnly legal border
crossing between El Paso and Del Rio. Mexican town south of the river is Ofinaga,
BIG BEND RANCH STATE PARK —'[his state park has almosl 300,000
acres in the Chihuahuan Desert wilderness encompassing desert, mountains,
canyons, and the Rio Grande. Hiking, backpacking, nature study, river rafting,
and canocing available. Entrance and user fees. Visitors check in at Barton
Warnock Environmental Education Center in Lajilas or Fort Leaton State Historic
Site in Presidio, 800/792-1112.
FORT LEATON STATE HISTORIC SITE—One of Texas’ most unusual his-
toric sites, massive adobe fortress built by frontiersman Ben Leaton in 1848
immediately after Mexican War at strategic site on Chihuahua-San Antonio Trail
in arid West Texas by the Rio Grande. Leaton cornered lucrative trade with arca
Native American tribes, supplicd far-ranging U.S. Army patrols. and was accused of
encouraging Indian raids on seitlements in Mexico by trading weapons and ammu-
nition for stolen livestock, Ol more than 40 original rooms around large patio, 24
arc architecturally restored and roofed with cottonwood vigns (beams) and rajas
(split cottonwood), sheathed with adobe. Restoration, not yet complete, eventually
will include frontier furnishings of living and guest quarters, dining room, kitchen,
storerooms and grainery, Inlerpretive exhibits trace area history and culture; audio-
visual program on desert ecology. Open daily 8 am. - 4:30 pm., closed Dec. 25;
3 miles east of Presidio on FEM. 170; admission fee. (Daily, annual, restricted annual,
annual group entrance permits and Parkland Passports are not valid.)

Visitor center al the [orl introduces Big Bend Ranch State Park.

RANKIN

Pop. 800 Alt. 2,595 Map N-9
GENERAL—County seat of Upton County, named for EE. Rankin who dis-
covered a valuable, much-needed source of water in 1911, Town serves area
ranchers and oilmen.

RANKIN MUSEUM —Housed in historic Yates Hotel (¢, 1927) built by oil
tycoon Ira Yates; features restored lobby, original wicker furniture and ceiling
fan, pioneer artifacts, meteorite believed Lo be [ragment of the one whose crater
can he seen between Odessa and Monahans, and restored 1940 Ford firetruck,
Open Thurs. - Fri. 2 - 5 p.m.: Sat. | - 3 pam. at 200 W. Fifth St.

SALT FLAT
Pop. 35 (est.) Alt, 3,715 Map L-4

GENERAL—Small community that grew near extensive surface sall deposits
left by intermittent lakes in Hudspeth County just west of the Guadalupe
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Mountains. Area was focus of bloody dispute known as the Salt War in 18605
and "7s. Before the dispute reached a confused. tragic end, it had involved
both Mexican and US. citizens, political parties, judges, legislators. mob action.
army troops and Texas Rangers. Murder, assassination and revenge killings took
place on both sides. Some ol the gray-white salt deposits may be seen today
from ULS. 62/180.

SANDERSON
Pop. 861  Alt. 2,980 Map P-8

GENERAL —Before relocating to Langtry. Judge Roy Bean discmbarked at
Sanderson’s still-standing 1881 depot and attempted to start a saloon. Sensing
competition. the established saloon owner poisoned Bean's whiskey burrels with
kerosenc, forever branding Sanderson as “the town loo mean [or Bean.” Vestiges
of its wild and wooly frontier beginnings abound, from the bank once robbed by
the Wild Bunch to the old hotel and vaudeville theater that soon will re-open as
the Big Bend Bucking Bullroom, Sanderson has the largest Cineo de Mayo cele-
bration in far West Texas. Designated the “Cactus Capital of Texas™ by the ‘lixas
State Legislature, the town celebrates the Prickly Pear Pachanga each Columbus
Day weekend with food booths, border music, and evervthing cactus. For more
information, visit the Terrcll County Visitor Center in downtown Sanderson. call
432/345-2324 or visil www.sandersontx.org.

TERRELL COUNTY MEMORIAL MUSEUM —Ranch, railroad, com-
munily memorabilia and phatographs, Open weekdays 10 am. - noon, 1 -3 pm.
Al 211 East Mansfield St.

VISITOR CENTER—Terrell County Visitor Center is located at U.S, Y0
downtown. For more information call 432/345-2324 or visit www.sandersontx.ore,

SIERRA BLANCA
Pop. 533 Al 4,512 Map N-3

GENERAL—Now on madern [-10 in [ar West Texas, town grew at juncture of
the nation’s seeond transcontinental rail route in 1881 {Southern Pacific and
Texas & Pacific). Historical marker commemorates the event downtown at cor-
ner of Sierra Blanca Ave. and U.S. 80. Town named for Sierra Blanca Mountain
(6,950 ft.) just northwest,

ADOBE COURTHOUSE —Under 4 neat whitc stucco sheath, the
Hudspeth County Courthouse is the Southwest’s only in-use governmental
structure of adobe. I's & popular snapshot subject. A replica of old Fort
Hancock is on display, the Tast fort built to protect against Native Americans
(1882-1895),

RAILROAD DEPOT HUDSPETH COUNTY MUSEUM —In origi-
nal Southern Pacific Depot building in 1882, which served both Southern Pacitic
and Texas & Pacific railroads. The building was moved a couple of blocks 10
present location near post office on U.S. 80, Exhibits include railroad memorabil-
ia, Native American artifacts, and history of county. Also houses offices of local
historical society. Open Wed. 1 - 5 pm.

SCENIC DRIVE—FM. 1111 north 43 miles to intersection with primary cast-
west route of US. 62/180, Generally flal ranching areas edged by mountains on
the horizon, Profuse stands ol giant yuccas growing 15 to 20 feel high. These
desert “forests” are most spectacular in March and April when each stalk is
topped by huge cluster of white blossoms,

SIERRA DIABLO RANCH—This working caltle ranch offers plenty of
activities with Texas hospitality. You can relax. pul vour feet up, or saddle up and
ride the range. The ranch alse has three cattle drives a vear, For information, call
BO0/986-9940 or visit www.sicrradiablo.com. Take EM. 1111 north to Big Tank Rd.
and follow the signs.

STUDY BUTTE _

Pop. 267 (est.) Alt. 2,500 Map R-6
GENERAL —Is in the wild, harsh region of the Big Bend and civilization came
slowly. Rich deposils of mereury were discovered here about 1900, and the min-
ing town of Study Butie (Stew-dy Beaut) came into being around the Big Bend
Cinnabar Mine, managed by Will Study. But fame and progress. elusive as the
quicksilver ilsell, [aded as the mine became less and less profitable and was
closed in the carly 1940k, Today a few families live among old stone and adobe
structures. Visitors pause to absorb silenl impressions of a colorful past, and
occasional rockhounds search tailing heaps [or fragments of cinnabar. agate, and
other colorful rocks.



TERLINGUA === ==
Pop. 250 (est.) Alt. 2,720 Map R-6

GENERAL—In the 1800s, the area around Terlingua was inhabited by a few
scattered Mexican herders, living in a precarious relationship with Apache and
Comanche trihes who regularly moved through the wild country. Mereury was
discovered in 1890, and soon thriving city of almost 2,000 was devoting its ener-
gies to extracting the rich red ore (cinnabar) [rom beneath barren hills. Millions
of dollars worth of quicksilver was marketed belore the boom tapered off. The
hundreds of wooden shacks are gone entirely; many rock and adobe buildings
stand roofless, walls crumbling.

Some modern residents have come of late—Ieisure homes in the remote desert
selling, a country store with grocery staples, souvenirs and mineral specimens, a few
motel-type accommodations, a couple of restaurants. and the Terlingua Ranch Resort.

Once a vear, on the first Sat. in Nov,, some 5,000 “chilihcads” converge on the
desolate area for the International Championship Chili Cook-ofls, The first,
started in 1967 as a contest both of wit and chili between humorists Wick Fowler
and H. Allen Smith, has become a cherished Texas tradition, The vther contest
includes individuals and representatives from the Chili Appreciation Society
International.

VAN HORN R, —
Pop. 2,435 Alt. 4,010 Map N-4
GENERAL —Grew from waylaring stop on historic Bankhead Highway and
O1d Spanish Trail from San Antonio to California in mid-1800s. Stll a primary
road junction of 1-10 (U.S. 80), LS. 90 and Texas 54, and hub 10 several state and
national parks; in a broad basin devoted to irrigated farming, surrounded by Van
Horn, Sierra Diahlo and Apache Mounlains. Mining includes tale, sulfur and
marble, plus undeveloped indications ol copper, uranium and feldspar. A popular
stop for east-west or north-south travelers: calers (o longer-staying vacationers
with sunny climate. interesting rock and mineral deposits, hunting for mule decr,
pronghorn antelope and upland game birds.

John Madden, colorful television football broadcaster, designated Chuy’s
Restaurant for his “Haul of Fame.” Madden [requently crisscrosses the country
in his bus to broadeast games. Just before Super Bow! weekend, he annually
names his “All-Madden Team.” Plaqucs and photos of inductees hang in the
restaurant at 1200 W. Business Loop 10.

Information on events, accommodations, and area attractions my be obtained
by calling the Van Horn Convention and Visilor's Bureau at 866/4 AHOWDY or
432/283-2682 or visiting www.vanhorntexas.org,

CLARK HOTEL MUSEUM - Displays of Native American artifacts from a
prehistoric era combine with antique ranch, farm and home implements provid-
ing a vivid reminder of civilization, which came slowly to this remotc region. A

Clark Hotel Museum in Van Harn
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Ruins and a couniry store in Terlingua

fantastic antique har, complete with ornate hardwood, mirrors and a brass rail
recalls lusty frontier times. Have vour picture taken as you lean back against the
bar, then head upstairs to relive the days of the Old West as they transitioned
inta the era of the automobile and neon signs. 110 W. Business Loop in Historic
Downtown Van Horn. For more information. call the Van Lom Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

CULBERSON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Lcatures dis-
plays of Native American artifacts, antique ranch. farm, and home implements,
A resplendent antique bar, complete with ornate hardwood, mirrors and brass
rail, recalls Tusty frontier times. In historic Clark Hotel, 110 W. Business Loop 10
downtown, For information, call the Van Horn Convention and Visitors Bureau
at 432/283-2682.

RED ROCK RANCH TOURS—Guided driving and hiking tours provide
visitors with magnificent views of wind-carved Precambrian rock tormations,
panoramic vistas, centuries old Indian campsiles, petroglyphs and pictographs,
and an old Western movie set. Native plants and wildlife combine with an origi-
nal 1880 homestead and a working tale mine (0 make Red Rock Ranch a fantas-
tic and fun experience for everyone including children, bird watchers, rock
hounds and geologists, and anyone else interested in seeing West Texas at ity
best. 800/735-6911.

WINK
Pop. 919 Map M-7
GENERAL—The town began in 1926 when oil was discovered in the Hendrick
oil field in Winkler County. By the next year, the Wink Townsite Co. began sell-
ing lots on a local ranch. The oil boom brought new people to the town causing
a shortage ol housing. Wink was originally named Winkler, in honor of CM.
Winkler. a colonel in the Confederate Army, a member of the Texas legislature,
and a justice of the Courl of Civil Appeals, and for whom the county wus named;
however, the post office said there was already a Winkler and the name was
shortened to Wink. Today Wink’s cconomy is still based on the petroleum indus-
try, as well as ranching.

ROY ORBISON MUSEUM —Orbison grew up in Wink and called it
home. The museum features memorabilia from his boyhood and his musical
career. Record albums and singles are displayed in cases, along with the
singer's trademark sunglasses. For tours, call 432/327-3622. Located downlown
on Texas 115.
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Clockwise from top: the beach at Port Aransas; a view of the Houston skyline;
a Tri-colored Heron in Baffin Bay
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are more than 624 miles of coastline stretching southward from the Louisiana bor-

der to the Mexican border near Brownsville.

‘The warm water of the Gulf heckons visitors who wal (o swim, [ish, sail, sun-
hathe. build sand castles, surl ot just take a relaxing stroll on the beach.

Searching for some solilude? Look no further than the North Pudre
National Seashore — which has the longest undeveloped streteh of barrier-island
beach in the world — or. if vou preler 1o be where the action is, join the crowds
and party-like atmosphere up and down the coast during Spring Break, or in
Galveston and Port Arthur during Mardi Gras,

Get up carly in the morning to cast lines off a picr or head into (he Gulf for
some deep-sea fishing. Spend the afternoon lying on 4 beach enjoying the warmth
of the sun and listening to the Tulling sound of the waves breaking on the sand.
Take a walk along the sand as the sun sets, enjoying the peace of day's end as sun-
beams make their final plavs across the water. In the evening, head out Lo a local
waterside restaurant Lo enjoy [resh seafood and the dark ripple of the waves at night,

However, the Gull Coasl is not just about the sand and surf. From the sun-kissed
valley near the Texas-Mexico border to the swamps in Orange, and cvervthing

in hetween, the region has something thal uppeals to every kind of traveler.

HE FIRST THING THAT COMES to mind about the Gulf Coast region is

precisely that; the coast along the Gulf of Mexico. And no wonder, since there

1f you enjoy wildlife walch-
ing, vou've definitely come (o
the right place, The Rio Grande
Valley is the nation’s number
one bird-walching destination,
and most of the Texas Coastal

&

terpark on

S ;
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.Schlilterhahn® Beach Wa
South Padre Island

Birding Trail stops fall within
this portion of the state. Some
of the hirding opportunitics
include seeing tropical birds in Harlingen, stopping at the Matagorda County
Birding Nature Center, Paradise Pond Birding Habitat or Los Ebanos Nature
Preserve, catching glimpses of the endangered whooping crane that winter al
the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. and visiting Rockporl-Fullon in Septem-
ber for the Hummer/Bird Celebration to see the migrating humminghirds,

For history buffs, travel hack to a different time in Texas with a visil 1o one
of many sites of profound historical importance, Visil the San Jacinto
Battleground State Historic Site in Deer Park. where Texas
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avenged its Alamo defeat and won its independence from
Mexico, See Spindletop in Beaumont, which set off the oil
boom in Texas in 1901 and hrought in the modern era of
petroleum production.

For muscum lovers, the Tepion is rich with art museums,
heritage museums, and historic homes and buildings that
preserve history. Tour homes, mansions and plantations, and
see examples of everyday life and culture in the 1800s and
carly 1900s. Houston's museum district is ranked among the
[ive best in the nation, and its Museum of Fine Arts is the
sixth largest in the country.

With Texas’ largest city. Houston, and its surrounding
metropolitan area, along with Corpus Christi, Brownsville,
Harlingen. Port Arthur. Beaumonl. the Brazosport Area and
Bay Area Houston, there are plenty of opportunities for
peaple who want for modern day activities like shopping,
visiting art museums, attending theatrical performances,
splashing around at water parks. and enjoying rides at
amusement parks. For a truly out-of-this world experience,
visit NASA/Space Center Houston and have some fun learn-
ing about our nation’s space program.

With so much to se¢ and do here, it might be hard to de-
cide where to start, but you don’t wanl to miss a thing. So. he
sure to review the following pages to learn more about the
citics and atiractions [ound within the area, and use the
information to plan your adventure.

] Whether v e W B i . e
auE Gy Vhether vou are a beach or water fan, history butf or

living [or the present, urbanite or nature-lover, the Gull

Coast has something for you to enjoy!
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Pop. 21,413 ~ Alt. 51 Map R-21/AA-14/VV-15

GENERAL—In northeastern Brazoria Counly, cily founded in 1876 when railroad
built through connecting Galveston with Richmond, ['s named for founder Alvin
Morgan. City has survived hurricanes, notably the 1900 and 1913 storms, and a dis-
astrous fire in 1902. Apriculture and oil-refated products sustained the cconomy
[or years, but, with its strategic location on the southeastern Houston metropolitan
area and close proximity to NASA, today Alvin is center for diversilied industrics,

Cultural aspects are influenced by Alvin Communily College. An abundance
of parks offer places for picnicking; for those looking [or sandy beaches, Alvin is
just minutes from the Gulf Coasl.

During the spring, Shimek Gardens on C.R, 237 onc mile west of the city is
spectacular with more than 800 varieties of daylilies and roses on 4.3 acres, [Us
worth g drive by,

Visit Froberg Farms for home-grown fruits and vegetables. Visilors often pick
their own items. On Texas 6 and C.R. 190,

For information on accommodations, dining facilities. and events, contact the
Alvin Convention and Visitors Bureau at 105 West Willis, or ¢all 281/385-3359,
ALVIN OPRY —Good old-fashioned countrv/gospel music Fri. and Sat. nights,
Al Eighth und Scaly sts. For information, call 281/331-8181.

BAYOU WILDLIFE PARK —A variety of exotic wildlife in natural seilings
roam {reely through prairies and woods. Guided tram ride stops [requenily in &6-
acre habilat allowing visitors to meet and feed animals. Open daily 10 a.m. -

5 pm. Apr. - Aug.: Sep. - Mar. closed Mon,, otherwise 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed
Christmas and New Year's, Also subject to closing during inclement weather,
Approximately 4 miles cast on FM. 317, For information, 281/337-6376.
NOLAN RYAN CENTER—This museum showcases this hometown leg-
end's career from Little League to Major League Baseball. Memorabilia, photas,
guotes, video presentations. interactive computer stations, and inleractive pilch!
catch simulator all combine to tell the story of Ryan's 27 seasons of baschall. Open
Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. On the campus of Alvin Community College at Texas
35 and Mustang, Admission [ee. For additional information, call 281/388-1134.
TEXAS THUNDER SPEEDWAY —Stock cars, street stocks, hobby stocks,
and go-carl races provide excilement on Sat. nights Mar. through Oct. seven
miles south on Texas 33, Gates open at 3 p.m.; races start at 7 p.m, For schedule
and 1nlormation, call 281/393-1190).

ANAHUAC _ _
Pop. 2,210 - Alt. 21 Map Q-22

GENERAL —Tirst permanent settlement in 1821 when Spanish fortress, established
there, was made port of entry for American colonists. Origin of name uncertain;
perhaps derived [rom pre-Aztec Nawatlan tribes, or later Indian word. Today
seal of Chambers County; scrves as rice, cattle, seafood, and oil-producing area.
Named Alligator Capital of Texas in 1989 by Texas Legislature; hoasts more
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alligators thun people. Home of Texas Gatorfest, staged two davs each Sept. in
Fort Anghuac Park during alligator hunting season.

ANAHUAC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —Morc than 40 species
of birds nest in 24.336 acre marshland on East Bay, ahout 18 miles southeast,
Managed primarily for wintering and migrating waterfowl; the threatened
American alligator is also found. Bird checklist has 233 species listed—extra
large number hecause of hirds flving north across Gulf of Mexico eager for first
resting place on land. Refuge activities include wildlife observation, birding,
photography, waterfow! hunting, fishing, and crabbing, Overnight camping limil-
ed, both in duration and location. Contact refuge headgquarters for directions or
information. 409/267-3337 or write PO Box 278, Anahuac, TX 77514,

Anahuac Wildlife Headquarters also supervises McFaddin and Texas Poinl
National Wildlife Refuges east along coast, See PORT ARTHUR.
CHAMBERS COUNTY MUSEUM - General history; exhibits of local
and pioneer history, archaeology. Open Mon. - Fri. 8 w.m. - 5 pm.; Courthouse
Annex. 40%/267-8363,

FORT ANAHUAC PARK—Some traces remain of Fort Anahuac, combina-
tion Mexican [ort and customhouse on Galveston Bay near mouth of Trinity
River; built about 1831 by prisoncrs of Mexican government. In one of prelimi-
nary battles of Texas Revolution, fort was captured by William B, Travis, later
commander of the Alamo. Park offers picnicking, camping, rest rooms, boal
ramp. 5 Main St.. on Trinity Bay,

ANGLETON o
Fop. 18,130 Alt. 21 Map 5-21/BB-13
GEMNERAL—S5cal of Brazoria County, Angleton was founded in 1890 primari-
Iy to provide [or 4 connecting railroad track to southern locations in the county.
Faustine Kiber and Lewis Bryan bought land in the area in an effort to extend a
railroad track (o the town of Velasco. The men laid out a townsite and named it
Angleton aller the [amily of George Angle. Today, Angleton is an award-win-
ning Keep Texas Beautiful city with a plethora of antique shops and parkland.
Annual evenls include the Brazoria County Fair, considered the largest

county fair in ‘lexas every October. and the Christmas on the Square each
December. For more information, contact the City of Angleton Economic
Development Olfice at 979/849-4364. the Angleton Chamber of Commerce af
979/849-6443 or visil www.angletonchamber.org,
BRAZORIA COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Museum housed in
the 1897 Brazoria County Courthouse, the heart of Stephen F. Austin’s Colony.
This is where Texas began ity emergence as an independent nation. Exhibits
include the Austin Colony exhibit and chronicle the birth of thal nation. It also
speaks to the frontier experience that has so marked (he American character.
Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - S pm. and Sat. 9 am. - 3 pm, 100 E. Cedar St. For
information, call 979/864-1208 or visil www.bchm.org,
BRAZORIA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —Rcluge on more than
42,000 acres along Gulf Intracoasial Walerway; nesting area Lor mottled ducks
and ancestral wintering grounds of snow geese. Freeporl Christmas Bird Count
always one of highest in nation: since area ¢stablished in 1966, 247 bird specics
identified here. Access by boat for fishing, crabbing, oystering (permitted in pub-
lic waters), and waterfowl hunting in specified areas. Six-mile self-guided auto
tour and hiking trail. Open first full weekend of every month. Before visiting,
contact refupe headquarters in Angleton at 1212 N, Velasco; write PO Drawer
1088, Angleton, TX 77516, 979/849-6062.
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATUE —This 6()-[ool replica stands on a 12-fool
hase in the 10-acre Henry William Munson Park located just south from the
Stephen F. Austin Highway (I1wy. 35), and it promotes the observation, apprecia-
tion and recognition of the importance of Brazoria County's history to Texas and
the shaping of the U.S. The Park also features a Texas-shaped one-acre lake that
serves as the focal point for the 900-foot *“Walk of Honor', which pays tribute to
county residents who have made a significant impact on the county since 1469,

e Visitor Center. also located i the park, provides information, brochures and
maps to help you plan your visit.

ARANSAS PASS -
Pop. 8,138 Alt. 20 Map V-18/HH-21
GENERAL—Named for pass between Mustang and St. Joseph islands: on
mainland but connected to Mustang Tsland and Port Aransas by causeway and
ferry. Shrimping, commercial and sport fishing are top area industries. Waterfow!
hunting in season. Guide service available.
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Matagorda County Museum in Bay Ci

Visit Conn Brown Harbor, south from Stapp Ave.; at harbor entrance, see
Seamen’s Memorial Tower, dedicated to fishermen lost at sea.

The “Official Shrimporee of Texas” celebrating the area’s long-standing tics
1o the shrimping industry is a three-day celebration held in June,

For morc information, visit the Aransas Pass Area Chamber of Commeree,
located at 130 W. Goodnight. Call 800/633-3028 or visil www.aransaspass.ory,
BIRDING—Of the more than 7000 species of birds in North America, the Texas
voast 18 visited by 500. With three viewing spots on the Greal Texas Coastal
Birding Trail. and the largest outdoor hummingbird garden in the state, birding
is 4 greal allraction.

FISHING - Arca is mecca for fishermen. Countless bait and tackle shops sup-
plv all angling needs, including rental equipment. From shore, wharves, piers, and
jetties. anglers can expect to cateh redfish, speckled and sand trout, sheepshead.
flounder, croaker, skipjack, and drum. Group boats provide bay and deep-sea
fishing for half or full davs; charter cruisers are available [or offshore sport.
Species caught from group or charter boats may include larpon. saillish, marlin,
kingfish, mackerel, ling, pompano, bonito, red snapper, warsaw, and others,
KAYAKING —Saltwater kavaking is available in South Bay adjacent Lo

Texas 361 in Aransas Pass,

BAY AREA HOUSTON

Pop. (Comb.) 78,444 (est)  Alt. 15-32 Map R-22/TT-17
GENERAL - This charming waterfront region is ideally located midway
between the hig-city allure of Houston and the beaches of Galveston.
Encompassing six distinctive cities, the region touches more than 33 miles of
waterfront. Tt hoasts succulent seafood, exceptional shipping, a booming boating
community and awe-inspiring nature preserves.

Considered the “Boating Capital of Texas,” the focal point of this region is
Clear Lake. a 2.000-acre inlet of Galveston Bay and the third-largest pleasure
boat basin in the nation. Comprised of La Porte, League City, Nassau Bay,
Scabrook, Webster, and the southernmost portion of Houston, this region ofters
year-round opportunities for a relaxing weekend or a tun-filled family adventure.

Discover the beauty of Galveston Bay as vou set sail into the sunset from a
marina in Nassau Bay. Browse charming shops in the seaside village of Seabrook
and historic League City, or shop il vou drop in Webster's urban stores. And don't
forget to visit Space Center Houston and see America’s space program come to
life with interactive exhibits, live shows, and behind-the-scenes NASA tram tours,

This area is a shopper’s delight with antique and specialty shops, quaint
tearooms and walerlront restaurants. Enjoy fresh seafood at one of the many
restauranls in Seabrook’s Waterfront District overlooking Galveston Bay.
ARMAND BAYQU NATURE CENTER—One of the largest urban wild-
life and wilderness preserves in the country, located 7 miles east off 1-45 South,
The Bayou is home Lo bison, raptors, and reptiles. The center offers a boardwalk
through a woodland-pond arca, bird blind, walking trails, pontoon tour boats and
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Matagorda County Birding Nature Center near Bay City

canoe trips. Three ecosystems with more than 2,500 acres of bayou. forest, and
prairie are home to more than 360 animals and birds. Reservations required [or
boat and canoe trips. 281/474-2551.

ARTS ALLIANCE CENTER OF CLEAR LAKE—Exhibits change [re-
quently. 1-45 South, exit 25; east on NASA Rd. 1 to Nassau Bay, Al 18081 Upper
Bay Rd. For exhibit information, call 281/333-7777.

BIG LEAGUE DREAMS—Six baseballisoftball lields buill as scaled-down
replicas of famous stadiums like Boston’s Fenway Park and Chicago’s Wrigley
Field. Features “Stadium Club” restaurant/sports bar, u 20,000-square foot
covered pavilion, playground areas, balling cages, and more. Exit 22 Gulf
Freeway South, take access road (o Big League Dreams Phwy. 281/316-3400.
www.bigleaguedreams.cont.

BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES —The area is excellent for birding, especially
n the Scabrook area. McHale Park, Hester Park, Rebinson Park and Pine
Gully Park offer excellent apportunities to see birds year-round.

GULF GREYHOUND PARK —Ten minuies south of Clear Lake, the
world's largest grevhound racing park features a lour-level complex with club-
house seating for 1.900. Top-rated dogs in the U.S, Families welcome, Full-service
dining available. Dog adoption service. Evening races Tues, - Sun.; Malinces Fri, -
Sun. Open daily for simulcasting, Exit 14 at EM. 2004 ofl 1-45, 800/275-2946.
LAKES—Clear Lake. See LAKES listing.

NASA/SPACE CENTER HOUSTON —Visit headquarlers of America’s
manred space program. Space Center Houston, the official visitor center for
NASA/SC offers live shows and presentations, inferactive exhibils, IMAX®
theater, behind-the-scenes tours of Johnson Space Center and much more. Open
seven days a week (closed Christmas), Located 20 miles southeast ol downtown
Houston, 3 miles east of 143 on NASA Rd. 1. 281/244-2100,

PUTT-PUTT GOLF AND GAMES—Balling cages, miniature polf, laser
tag. po-kart racing, video games and waler bumper hoats. Open daily. At 806 E.
NASA Road 1 in Webster, Admission Lee, 281/333-3200,

SYLVAN BEACH PARK—32-uacr¢ county park at the site of famous resort-
dance pavilion of the 1920s-30s on Galveston Bay. Modern air-conditioned pavil-
ion, fishing pier extends 1/4-mile inlo bay, launch ramp, plaveround, picnic areas.
281/471-5020

SPACE CITY ICE STATION —Premier ice skaling rink with S0.000 square
feet of ice. Locker rooms, party/event rooms, pro shop, child care arca, restau-
rant, and more. Public skating, hockey and ligure skating cvents, On west side of
1-45 South; exit Clear Lake City Blvd. Admission fee, 281/486-7979,

TEXAS ROCK GYM I’ [un! Is challenging! Learn how to rock climb
indoors on more than 6,000 square (eel of simulated rock terrain, Climbing routes
for all skill levels. Private and group lessons wvailable, us well as a forum for
speakers on related topics. 201 Hobbs Rd., Suile Al in League City. 281/338-7625.
Admission fee.

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER - Maps, brochures, literalure and
schedule of events available at visitor cenler operated by the Bay Arca Houston
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Discount tickels to Space Center Houston and
Kemah Boardwalk rides available. Open daily 9 am. - 5 p.m.; closed Thanks-




eiving and Christmas, 20710 1-43, Suite 40, Webster TX. For more information
call 281/338-0333 or 800/844-LAKE (5233). www.visitbayareahouston.com.
WEST BAY COMMON SCHOOL MUSEUM —Ollers an award-win-
ning “Hands-on-History” experience. It is a working, onc-room schoolhouse
where students on field trips experience what it was really like to altend school
100 years ago. Teachers in period dress conduct classes. The Barn Muscum in
adjacent building also contains a small classroom, as well as League City memo-
rahilia. The leehouse Barbershop features an authentic ice house and a one-chair
barbershop. Life-like figures discuss League City’s history. 210 N. Kansas S,
261/534-2994. www.oneroomschoolhouse.org.

BAY CITY

Pop. 18,667 Alt. 55 Map 5-20

GENERAL —Established 1894; seat of Matagorda County. Today commereial
center for farming, ranching, oil, and nuclear energy. Port on Colorado River
Feeder Channel connecting with Intracoastal Canal; recreation on river includes
boating, skiing, fishing, and a 28-space RV park.

MATAGORDA COUNTY BIRDING NATURE CENTER—Spanning
34 ucres on the Colorado River, hird- and butterfly-watchers will love this breath-
taking spot. Facility includes an observation platform, nature trails, bridges, a wet-
lands area and pavilion. It also features six heautiful gardens. Open daily § a.m. -
5 p.m. Admission fee. Located 1.7 miles west of Bay City on Texas 35 next to
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[eTulle Park. For more information, call 979/245-3336 or visit www.mchne.org.
MATAGORDA COUNTY MUSEUM —Larly clothing, books. Texas maps,
furniture, paintings, century-old carpentry ool collection, late 17th-century music,
archives,

Children’s Museum features exhibits and activities for kids. Tt's in the base-
ment of the museum and open Sal. afternoons 1 -4 pm., or by special arrange-
ments. Muscum open Tues, - Fri, 10 am. - 4 pm.; Sat. & Sun. 1 -4 pm. 2100
Avenue F 979/245-T502.

RIVERSIDE PARK & RIO COLORADO GOLF COURSE—On the
hank of the Colorado River, park [calures 40 campsites with [ull-service RV
hookups. Other facilities include jogging trail with a 10-station excreise course
along the way, hoat ramp. day pavilion. and fishing. Adjacent to park is Rio
Colorado Golf Course, a beautiful 18-hole, Gary Player-designed course. From
Bay City, take Texas 60} south: turn right on EM. 2668, and the park is two miles
west on the right. For park information, call 47%/245-0340; for golf information,
call 979/244-2955,

SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT VISITORS CENTER— Displays and
explanation of nuclear power generation. Telescope for viewing of actual plant.
Open Mon. - Sat. Y a.m. - 5 p.m. Tours by reservation. Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.: call 361/972-5023, About 20 miles southwest of city on EM. 521.

BAYTOWN

Pop. 66,430 Alt. 26 Map Q-22/RR-18
GENERAL—Grew from small sawmill and store settlement in 1824; among
early settlers was Nathaniel Lynch who set up Lynchburg Ferry in 1822. Con-
[ederate shipyard established nearby at mouth of Goose Creek in 1864; oil dis-
covered 1916, Industries today feature oil refineries, petrochemicals, and synthet-
ic rubber. Recreational Lacilities for sailing, saltwater fishing, and water sports
activities, Home of Lee College.

BAYTOWN HISTORICAL MUSEUM — Artifucts perlaining o local and
pioneer history, Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 220 W. Defee St.
BAYTOWN NATURE PRESERVE —Following a devastating Hurricane
Alicia in 1983, Baytown entered into an agreement with the Federal Emergency
Managemen! Agency (FEMA), which resulted in the acquisition of 400 acres of
land to establish a park. Located on the western edge of town, it is a quiet oasis
of natural beauty and home to hundreds of birds and animals year-round. ILis on
the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, which extends from the Texas-Louisiana
border to Brownsville.

FRED HARTMAN BRIDGE — This structure, spanning the Houslon Ship
Channel, boasts double diamond-shaped towers that stand as Lall as u 45-story
building, The cable-stayed hridge’s main span is 2,475 feet, the length of eight
[ootball fields. Just o the south of the bridge on Texas 146 is Bayland Park
Marina. There is also a multi-ramp boat launch and dock, with rest rooms, for
bhoaters to enjoy fishing and other waler activities.

GOOSE CREEK STREAM GREENBELT—Much of the city's growth
happened along the shores of Goose Creek Stream. Much of its shoreline is pre-

From Space Center Houston to Galveston Island,
Webster is the place fa stay for the best access
to all the amenities Bay Area Houston has to offer.

915 NASA Plwy,
281-316-2003
BOO-466-
motelé.com

served for a greenbelt park. Visitors can find a birding overlook, pavilion, bike
and pedestrian trails, canoe launches, park and playground.

HOUSTON RACEWAY PARK— A 440-acre drug racing complex wilh
races every Wed. and Sat. night (Dec. - Mar., Wed. & Sun.). Al 2525 EM. 563
South. For information call 281/383-2666.

LYNCHBURG FERRY —Shullles travelers across the mouth of the San
Jacinto River. In operation since 1822, West of cily.

PARKS — Bicentennial Park features outdoor theatre and hosts annual July 4th
celebration and other outdoor concerls. Lee Drive and Markel sts,

Gray Sports Complex includes lighted ballficld, lighted tennis courts, nature
trails, picnic area and plavground. 5200 East Rd.

Republic of Texas Plaza was dedicated during the sesquicentennial and fea-
tures slatue of Ashbel Smith, one of city's early settlers and leader for advance-
menl of cducation in Texas, Hislorical marker in city identifies Smith’s home
“Everareen” overlooking Tabbs Bay.

WALLISVILLE HERITAGE PARK —Displays and artifacts of Spanish
Mission Nuestra Sefora de la Luz and Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada, 1756 -
1771; vintage saddle-making tools, hardware: arca history. Adjacent restored 186Y
school contains genealogical/historical library. Open Mon, - Sal. 8 a.m. - 5 pm.;
13 mi. east on I-10 at Trinity River, Exat 807,

BEAUMONT

Pop. 113,866 Alt, 32 Map P-23/MM-15
GENERAL—"The Muscum Capital of Texas.” Settlement began when early
French and Spanish trappers and explorers established Irading post in carly
1800s. Beaumont dates from 1824 when it was known as Tevis Blull alter Noah
and Naney Tevis— the first settlers. In 1835, Henry Millard and partncrs bought
the Tevis’ property for a planned town, and Beaumont was the maiden name of
Millard’s wife. The First Congress of the Republic of Texas granted a charter in
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1838, and Beaumont was designated as the seal for Jellerson County. City came
ol age in 1901 with world's largest producing oil gusher at Spindletop; village
became city of 30,000 within a month. Today. an industrial giant, major port, and
agricultural center. Home of Lamar Univ,

Today, Beaumont rocks... and zydecos, too! A unique combination of two
colortul cultures, the town’s Texas heritage and bayou roots, make for what
cajuns call “lagniappe.” which means a little something extra,

South Texas State Fair draws more than 600,000 visitors annually in carly
October and features FFA and 4-H livestock, a livestock auction, live entertain-
ment, exhibits, and carnival,

Also in Oct., city celebrates Rockin® Beaumont Blues Festival, Visit
www.beaumontblues.com for dates and more mflormation.

Ford Park, located on the western edge of the city, is an entertainment com-
plex that includes an areny, exhibit hall, [airground with covered barn, RV park,
softball complex, and the largest amphitheater in Texas. 409/951-5400.

The St. Anthony Cathedral at 700 Jefferson Dr. is modeled after St. Paul's
Basilica in Rome. Construction began soon after the 1907 oil boom, Call
409/833-6433 for appointment hours,

ADVENTURE 2000—5¢ce ORANGE.
ART MUSEUM OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS—Permanent collection of
paintings, sculpture, mixed media, Traveling exhihits; folk art. Open Mon. - Fri.

9a.m.- 3 pm.;Sat. 10 am. - § pm; Sun. noon - 5 pm. Sun.noon - § pm. No admis-

sion fee. 500 Wain St.; 409/832-3432.

ART STUDIO, INC.- “Art Made Fresh Daily.” Watch artists at work, view
their collections, and with advanced notice, see demonstrations or attend educa-
tional programs. Changing exhibits each month. Open Mon. - Fri. 1 - 5 pm. at
720 Franklin. For information, call 409/838-5393. Admission fee.

BABE DIDRIKSON ZAHARIAS MUSEUM & VISITORS
CENTER —No American athlete was more versatile than Beaumont's Mildred
“Bahe" Didrikson Zaharias (1914 - 1956); three-time hasketball All-American,
three gold Olympic medals; world-class pioneering woman golfer. Trophies and

memorabilia. Visitors center has experienced tourist counselors who provide
information about accommodations, attractions, events, and business and indus-
try data. Free maps and brochures. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 409/833-4622 or
R00/392-4401. 1750 1-10 & MLK Parkway, Exit 854,

BIG THICKET PRESERVE —See KOUNTZE and WOODVILLE.
BROWN-SCURLOCK GALLERIES  Operaled by Beaumont Art
League. Chanfﬂina exhibits and art classes. Open Tues. - Il 10 am. - 4 p.m., Sat.
10 a.m, - 2 p.m, 2675 Gulf St. (on fairgrounds). Call 409/833-4179,
CROCKETT STREET ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT—A premicre
downtown entertainment district offers an expansive array of food, live music
and dancing in one centrally-located and highly-charged area. A wide variety of
nightclubs and bars feature an assortment of musical genres, ranging from blues
to traditional country music. For morc information call 409/832-2944.

Edison Museum in Beaumont
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FUN ATTRACTIONS « GREAT FESTNALS = NONSTOP ENTERTAIMMENT

DISHMAN ART
GALLERY —llome of the
Heinz and Ruth Eisenstadl
Collection, which conlains 147
paintings, 252 porcelains, eight
sculptures, and a 17-piece
German Biedermeier dining
room suite, five display cabi-
nets and four carpets.

Art exhibitions draw from
talents of Lamar University
student and faculty artists, as
well as local and national artists.
Open Mon.- Fri. 8 am.-35 pm.
Located on the Lamar Uni-
versity Campus at LS. 69 south
al MLK Parkway, 409/880-8141,
EDISON MUSEUM—
Explore the largest collection
of Thomas Edison’s inventions
west of the Mississippi, includ-
ing many original inventions,
inside the historic Travis Street
Station. Through interactive
exhibits and more than 60 arti-
facts, the museum interprets
the inventions and innovations
of Hdison. Major renovations
(o the museum’s exhibits and
interior were completed in
2002, Open Mon.- Fri. 9 am. -
3 p.m. 350 Pine St, (Down-
town ). Call 409/4981-308Y or
visit www.edisonmuseum.org,
FIRE MUSEUM OF TEXAS—Ilome of the World's Largest Iire Llydrant.
This 24-Tool, spotted hydrant was donated by Walt Disney Studios to celebrate
the re-release of the animaled classic 101 Dalmatians.” The larger than life
attraction is a working fire hydrant that actually spews water on special occa-
sions, Founded in 1927, this former fire station displays (11‘Jllq'l]L fire bells, leather
buckets, nozzles, badges, photographs, and vintage fire engines. Special exhibits
trace the history of fire service and showcase recorded histories of fire depart-
ments across the state. Upstairs, a “Fire Safety Activity Center” teaches fire pre-
vention and includes a safety house, toy collections, and puppet theater.
Tirchousc gift shop. Endorsed by the State Firemen's and Fire Marshals’ Assn, of
Texas us the Official State Fire Muscum. Open Mo - Fri, 8 am, - 4:30 pm,
Housed in old Central Fire Station at 400 Walnut; 409/880-3927.

GATOR COUNTRY—Theme park features “Big AL the largest alligator in
captivity in Texas, along with baby alligators that can be held, and two alligator
snapping turtles that appear to be prehistoric. Walch a ive show and gel up
close and personal with the gators. Cajun food and gt shop available. Hours
vary with season. At I-10 and exit 838 (FM 365). Call 409/794-WILD or visit
www.gatorcountrytx.com for more information, Admission fee,

HIGH ISLAND BOY SCOUT WOOD AND SMITH OAKS
NATURE SANCTUARIES —Owned by the 1louston Audubon Society,
these bird sanctuaries are located on a salt dome and stand out as the only sub-
stantial feature above the surrounding marshland. Spring migration usually mid-
Mar. - mid-May; fall migration, Aug, - Oct. Hours are sunrise to sunset. About 47
miles south on Texas 124. Admission fee. For information, 713/932-1639.
JEFFERSON THEATRE —One of the first cultural gems in downtown
Beaumont, and named best restoration by the Texas Downtown Association.
Built in 1927, this renovated vaudeville house hosts a variety of shows through-
out the year. Featured on the National Register of Historic Places and recog-
nized as a Texas Historical Landmark. Located at 343 Fannin (George Jones
Place, Downtown). 409/835-LIVE.

JOHN J. FRENCH HISTORIC HOUSE & MUSEUM —llistoric
pioneer seltlement house built in 1845 by John Jay French, tanner and merchant.
Antique furnishings, clothing, pioneer household utensils, Outbuildings on
grounds include blacksmith shop, tannery, cornerib, and smokehouse, Operated
by Beaumont Heritage Sociely. Opu.n Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 4 p.m. 2985 French Rd.;
409/898-3267. Admission fee. www,jjfrench.com




JULIE ROGERS THEATRE —This magnificent facility is home to the
Symphony of Southeast Texas as well as presentations by the Beaumont Civic
Opera, the Beaumont Civic Ballet, and the Beaumont Ballet Theatre, World-
[amous artists have performed here in the mediums of dance and music, Located
al 763 Pearl SL. For more information call 409/838-3435 or 800/782-3081.
McFADDIN-WARD HOUSE —Restored beaux-arts colonial mansion and
carriage house built 1906 - 1908. The main house showcases original possessions
and life-styles of a wealthy Southeast Texas family during the first half of the
20th century. Carriage house contains servants quarters and other displays
designed to show the support function this building played in operation of the
estate. Guided tours of the house begin every half-hour. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 -
11:30am., 1 -3 pm.; Sun. 1 -3 p.m. No children under eight for main house; chil-
dren of all ages welcome at carriage house. Reservations advisable; 409/832-2134.
Visitor entrance at 1906 Calder Ave. at Third St. Admission fee.

PARKS — Tyrrell Park is 500 acres of virgin wood land with 18-hole golf course,
playground, bridle and hiking trail. Within the park are botanical gardens and
Cattail Marsh. 409/842-3133.

The 10-acre Botanical Gardens feature a Japanese garden, a rose garden,
azalea wall and display planting. The nearby Warren Loose Conservatory show-
cases a waterfall, petrified wood, palms, ferns, and a dinosaur. 409/842-3135,

Catrail Marsh, a constructed wetland, offers a varicty of recreational activity
with more than cight miles of graveled levee roads for jogging, hiking, biking,
horseback riding, bird watching, and wildlife photography. There is no drinking
water in the Marsh arca and overnighl camping is not allowed. Feeding wildlife is
prohibited. Open daily, no admission lee. Located al Tyrrell Park Rd. off Fannell
(Texas 124). 409/866-3133,

Colliers Ferry Park includes four boat ramps, docking areas, pier, nature (rail
and playground. Located at 3390 Pine St along the Neches. 409/838-3613.

Riverfront Park offers & picnic arca, plavground, and pavilion for aflernoon
picnics, catered barbecues or dancing under the moonlight on the banks of the
Neches River. Located at 800 main St behind City hall. For more information,
call 409/838-3435 or 800/782-3081.

To teach the gardens and the Conservalory, call 409/842-3133, Open daily,
no admission fee. On Tyrrell Park Rd. off Fannett (Texas 124).
SPINDLETOP/GLADYS CITY BOOMTOWN —This museum repre-
sents Gladys City Boomlown with typical clapboard buildings of the era, includ-
ing information center, post office, photo studio, saloor, livery stable, blacksmith
shop, surveyor's office, and wooden oil derricks. Lucas Gusher Monumeni com-
memorates beginning of the world’s modern petroleum industry that literally
blew in at 10 a.m. on Jan. 10, 1901, with the gusher drilled by Anthony F. Lucas,
Currenily recovering from damage caused by Hurricane Rita, so please call before
visiting. University Dr. at 115, 69 5: 409/835-0823. Admission fee.

TEXAS ENERGY MUSEUM - Definitive museum on oil industry spot-
lights 19th-century discoveries. [ncludes temporary exhibits on energy science
and the environment, Exhibits and talking robots trace effects of Spindletop and
how it began the modern petroleum industry, Open Tues. - Sat. Y am. - 5 p.m.;
Sun, 1 -5 p.m. 600 Main St. 409/833-5100, Admission fee,

TYRRELL HISTORICAL LIBRARY — Landmark 1903 Romanesque-
Gothic former Baptist Church houses thousands of books on Texas history,
genealogical research resources, and art collections. Listed on National Register
of Historic Places. Damaged by Hurricane Rita, but scheduled to re-open in early
2007. Open 'Tues. 8:30 a.m. - 8 pm., Wed.-Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 530 pm. Located at

693 Pearl (Downtown). 409/833-2759,

VISITOR CENTER—For information on attractions, events and to receive a
free Beaumont pitt, stop by the center located inside Citv Hall at 801 Main St.

Pop. 3,305 Alt, 59 Map V-17
GENERAL —Established in 1910 as the fulfillment of a young insurance
agent’s dream. EZ. Bishop envisioned a model town, surrounded by farm tracts,
and he made a deal for 2,300 acres, bisected by the rails of the St. Louis, Browns-
ville, and Mexico Railroad. By the end of 1912, the town had grown to 1,200 resi-
dents and Bishop had sold more than 40,000 acres. Today, agriculture remains a
mainstay of the local economy. For more information, contact the Bishop
Chamber of Commerce by calling 361/384-2214,

GUESS NATURE TRAIL—Included in the state’s Central Coast section of
the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, this 1/2-mile trail lics in the two greatest
fly-ways of migratory birds in the Western Hemisphere, Two bird-watching plat-

KEVIN STILLMANTSCOT

Fire Museum of Texas in Beaumont

forms are available. White-tailed hawk, Wrens, Long-billed Thrasher, Vermilion
Flycatcher, Belted Kingfisher, Killdeer, White Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, Green Jay,
and Lesser Goldfinch are just some of the species seen here, A handicapped-
accessible nature trail winds along nearby Carreta Creek. On Birch Ave. Open
during daylight hours, No admission fee. For mor information, contact the
Bishop Chamber of Commerce at 361/584-2214,

PARKS —City Park includes picnic tables, playground, fitness trail around Lake
LaCour, ball fields, and covered pavilion. At the corner of Business 77 and Joyce
St. Three other smaller parks located around the city.

VISITOR CENTER—Open Mon. - Iri. 9 a.m. to noon, operated by the
Bishop Chamber of Commerce. At 213 E. Main. 361/584-2214.

BRAZORIA S
Pop. 2,787 Alt. 20 Map S-21/CC-12

GENERAL—Nestled on the banks of the Brazos River, city was founded in
1828 by Stephen F Auslin as one of his original settlements in Texas, Brazoria
derives its name from the Spanish word Abrazar, meaning embrace, which was
the Brazos River's original name. Today, visitors can find restaurants, bed &
breakfasts. and easy access to nearby heautiful Gulf Coast beaches. The Masonic
Oak Park is the location where the first Masonic Charter in Texas was signed, and
the original cak tree still stands in a grove of beautiful trees within the park, For
maore information, contact the Brazoria Chamber of Commerce at 979/798-6100
or visit www.brazoriachamber.net. E-mail: brazoriachamber@sat.net.
BRAZORIA MUSEUM—Visitors can find a treasure trove of interesting
artifacts documenting the role the area played in the time of Texas’ birth. Ttems
on display include exhibits on Dr. Sophie Hertzog, the first female railroad doc-
tor in Texas, photos and documents detailing early city history, copies of Mexican
land treaties, the area’s early plantation life, Civil War and Texas Ranger memo-
rabilia, artifacts and more, Open Sat. noon - 4 p.m., but private tours available
other days by appointment. At 620 8. Brooks. 979/798-2372. No admission fee.

BRAZOSPORT AREA =~~~
Pop. (Comb.) 47,000 (est.) Alt. 15-32 Map 5-21

GENERAL— A community of nine citics situated al the mouth ol the Brazos
River, each separate, but joined in similar outlook and destiny. Brazosport com-
munities are Freepart, Jones Creek, Lake Jackson, Oyster Creek, Quintana
Beach, Richwood. and Surfside Beach. This area came into prominence when the
first Texas settlers landed on Quintana Beach. Since then, it has been home to the
first Texas capital of an elected gavernment of the Republic of Texas, to Stephen
F. Austin’s 300 settlers. and to several historic plantations. Today, the area offers
an exceptional small town quality of life with big city amenitics, Excellent spe-
cialty and antique shops await shoppers.

Bed and breaklast accommodations ollered in historic buildings,

Begin your visit with a drive or walk on the 21-mile stretch of drive-on beach.
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GULF COAST

You can walk or swim in Lhe surl. or just watch the seagulls and schools of fish.
Recreational activities include fresh- and saltwater fishing, swimming and boat-
ing, surling and crabbing. There are a number of parks with RV tacilities on or
near the heach. Two 18-hole public golf courses are just minutes from the beach.
The Brazosport Convention and Visitor Council at 420 Texas 332 W. offers
details on area attractions, accommodations, restaurants, and other visitor data.
For information, call Y79/263-2503 or 888/477-2503.
BRYAN BEACH — On Gull of Mexico, Intracoastal Waterway and Brazos
River. Aclivilies include fishing, beach-type recreation, primitive camping.
From Freeport, southwest 2 mi. on EM. 1495, then 3 mi, south on Gull beach.
979/233-3526.
FISHING —Extensive facilities [or [ishing. both inshore and deep-sea. Local
jetties, piers and surf are popular spots for catches of speckled trout, drum, red-
fish, sheepshead, flounder and galllop; tackle and bait available nearby. For
deep-sea fishing there are parly and charler fishing vessels for hire at several

docks. Offshore fishermen seek bonilo, ling, marlin, snapper, dolphin, king mack-

erel, warsaw and sailfish,

GULF COAST BIRD OBSERVATORY, THE —Located on 33 acres of
Columbia Bottomland foresl. Features self-puided nature trails, and free maps
are available al the olfice. Birds include native woodland birds as well as mi-

grants in spring, fall and especially winter. Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 pm.,

and Sat. during spring and fall. 103 W. Hwy. 332. Free admission, 979/480-0999,
www.gcho.org,

GULF INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY —Slicing through lowlands near
Surfside Beach, canal is most valuable waterway in America, carrying as much
annual tonnage as the Panama Canal and more than twice that of St, Lawrence
Seaway. The protected waterway was authorized in 1942 and completed in 1949,
Now stretches 1,066 miles from Brownsville, Texas, to Carrabelle, Florida, Surf-
side bridge on Texas 332 east spans Intracoastal Waterway to walers of the Gull
of Mexico.

JACKSON PLANTATION ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE — A Texas
Antiquities Archeological Landmark, the site is on the banks of Lake Jackson.
The plantation was destroved by a hurricane in 1900. Ruins of eight buildings
subject of study of Univ. of Houston-Clear Lake and the Brazosport
Archeological Society. Free, guided walking tours available the first Sat, of the
month 10 a.m. - sundown. Handicap assessable via utility vehicle, From Lake
Jackson, NE 1 mi. on EM. 2004 from Texas 332, For information, call the Lake
Jackson Historical Museum at 979/297-1570.

LAKE JACKSON HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Ihe facility chronicles
the rich history of the city with interactive exhibits and high-tech displays. Four
cras arc [eatured: the prehistoric era, the plantation era, development of the
arca’s petrochemical industry and the founding and growth of modern Lake
Jackson. Gift shop. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.; Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. Closed Mon.
and major holidays. At 249 Circle Way in Lake Jackson, For information, call
979/297-1570, or visit www.lakejacksonmuseum.org,

Surfside Beach in Brazosport Area
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Sea Center Texas in Lake Jackson

LAKE THEATER, THE —Housed in 1940s movie house, one of the oldest
structures in Lake Jackson. Today, hosts weekly musical shows in “Grand Ole
Opry” fashion and includes gospel, country, rock-a-billy, hit parade musical
styles, as well a magic show. Show times every Fri. - Sat. at 7.30 p.m., and new
shows featured every week. 3 Circle Way, Admission fee. 979/480-0300.
QUINTANA BEACH COUNTY PARK —Offers exceptional recreation-
al facilitics on picturesque island. Day-use facilities include: paved. off-beach
parking, shaded pavilions, rest rooms, showers, multilevel fishing pier. and play-
ground. Two historic homes within park: Coveney House features period museum
and natural history display, and Seaburn House is park office. Elevated board-
walks (all with wheelchair ramps) conneet pavilions, rest rooms, and showers.
RV facilities include 56 camping sites, [ull hookups, dump station, RV bath-
house with rest rooms, showers, and laundry [acilitics. Rescrvations accepted for
camping, From Texas 288 in Freeport, lake EM. 1495 south 1.7 miles; C.R. 723
east three miles to park entrance, 979/849-5711, ext. 1541, or 800/872-7578, Fees.
SAN BERNARD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —Snow and blug
geese winter in 24,000-acre refuge between Cedar Lake Creck and San Bernard
River on the Intracoastal Waterway; herons, egrets, and ibis found on marsh ponds;
shorebirds, gulls, terns on mud {lals, and motled ducks nest in area. Bird List for
refuge containg nearly 250 species. For information about aceess, hunting, and fish-
ing, contact headquarters at Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge. Free admission.
979/849-6062.
SEA CENTER TEXAS —This is a marine development, aquarium, and edu-
cation center developed by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., Dow North
America, and the Gulf Coast Conservation Association, The marine [isherics
center has hatchery with the capacily Lo produce 20 million [ingerlings annually,
primarily red drum and spotted seatroul. [or release into Texas coastal waters.
The complex also has 35 one-acre rearing ponds, a saltwater marsh demonstra-
tion project, and visilors center. It also has a 24-Toot “touch tank™ for visitors to
study certain animals, wall displays on marine Lfe, two 2,500-gallon aquariums,
two 5.000-gallon aquariums, and one 52.000-gallon aguarium. Open Tues - Fri.
9am. -4 pm; Sat., 10 am. - 5 p.m.; Sun., 1 - 4 p.m. Hatchery tours by reservation
only. At intersection of Plantation Dr. and Medical Dr. in Lake Jackson. For
information, call 979/292-0100,
SHRIMP BOAT MONUMENT—The {ormer shrimp trawler Mystery hon-
ors historic. colorful shrimp industry ol Brazosport arca. 60-foot boat, built of
cypress imber more than [ive decades ago, brought in millions of pounds of deli-
cious Gulf shrimp during her quarter-century carcer. Rigged in trappings of her
youth, Mysiery is on display al head o Brazosporl harbor channel on Texas 288
in Freeport.
SURFSIDE BEACH—Name is both a lown and a description of this resort-
recreation area. Swimming, sailing, surl fishing, camping and shell collecting,
Cottage rentals available. Surfside, San Luis, Bryan and Quintana beaches and



numerous bays and sloughs are nationally known roosting grounds for migratory
birds. The highest national 12-hour bird count ever taken was in Brazosport area
in 1973226 specices.

TRAIN MUSEUM, THE —Features scale model layout of Brazoria County
from 1935, the lust year ol steam locomotives, Displaved at child's eye level so
kids can peer through window to see trains move. At 418 Plantation Drive. Open
Sat. 10 am. - 3 pm., Sun, 1 - 4 p.m. Free admission, 979385-5848.
WILDERNESS PARK—482-acre municipal park in natural state is bordered
by Bulfalo Camp Bayou and the Brazos River. Interpretive quarter-mile nature
loop, 4-mile hiking trail with Brazos River views. Wildlife includes deer, wild
pigs. small mammals, and alligators along the Brazos. Picnicking, fishing and hik-
ing. On Texas 332, 1 mi. wesl of Lake Jackson.

BRIDGE CITY ==
Pop. 8,651 Alt. 32 Map P-24/MM-17
GENERAL —In southern Orange Counly. Lown was originally called Prairie
View for its location on the coastal prairic. When the Rainbow Bridge was com-
pleted in 1938 over the Neches River linking Orange Counly Lo Porl Arthur, name
changed to Bridge City. Industrial growth came with the channeling of Cow
Bayou and the presence of nearby oil fields and petrochemical plants,

For more information, visit www.cityofbridgecity.org.

BRIDGE CITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM...FORMER PRAIRIE
VIEW TEACHERAGE - The building was a house built in 1930 as a resi-
dence for [ormer Prairie View school district teachers and principal’s family. The
school district was later renamed named Bridge City. Farmer teachers and stu-
dents have donated items. Includes memorabilia on city’s growth. Building also
houses the chamber of commerce office. Open Mon. - Fri. Y a.m. - 3 p.m.

AL 150 W, Roundbunch Rd. For information, call 409/735-3671.

LOWER NECHES WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
OBSERVATION PLATFORM—The 100-fool wheelchair accessible
boardwalk is located on an old abandoned oil well drilling site, The platform
overlooks the Sabine River marsh, allowing visitors to see herons, egrets, ducks,
and other wildlife in natural hahitat, From Texas 87, turn south on Lake St
Open daily.

RAINBOW AND VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGES— A high,
graceful arc on Texas 87 spans the Neches River joining Bridge City on the north
with Port Arthur to the south. The two-lane, vintage Rainbow Bridpe, completed
1938, spans salt marshes and industrial river channel for 1.5 miles, including
approaches, The bridge’s 176-foot clearance height resulted from requirement
that any ULS. Navy ship could pass under; tallest ship of the Navy's 1938 fleet was
a dirigible tender that never sailed up the Neches.

Veterans Memorial Bridge was completed in 1991; with 143-foot navigation
clearance, it is first cable-stayed bridge on Texas highways. Park at south end
has playground, picnicking, and good view of bridge and ships in the Intra-
coastal walers,

BROOKSHIRE

Pop. 3,450 Alt. 168
GENERAL —Established with building of the MKT Railroad in the carly
1880s on rich alluvial land included in Stephen F Austin's original impresario
grant. Agriculture still prominent in ares ceonomy with rice, peanuls, soybeans,
and caltle, plus oil and gas,

Brookshire lies on [-10, a segment of the Ports-1o-Plains Highway connecling
the state’s heartland Lo coastal ports.
BLUE BARN FUN FARM—A 30-acre facility with tour that explains the
basics of farm animals and how each thing on a farm can be used to make a liv-
ing. [’s more than a pelting zoo, it's & hands-on learning experience. Open daily
vear-round; advanced reservations required. From I-10, take exit 732 and go north
to Texas 90 and turn west. Turn north at EM. 359 and go 4 miles to Pattison. At
EM. 359/FM. 1458 intersection, continue west on EM. 1438, The farm will be on
the left, For reservations and information, call 281/373-6669. Admission fee.
WALLER COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Housed in former
home, circa 1910, of Dr. Paul Donigan, turn-of-the-century Armerian-Americarn
physician. Period furnishings in parlor, bedroom. dining room, and kitchen.
Exhibit rooms feature county history in artifacts, documents, photos, and a series
of historic wall paintings. Open Wed. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. - noon.
At 5th and Cooper sts.; 281/934-2826.
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BROWNSVILLE

Pop. 175 000 Alt, 23 Map Z-17/CC-20
GENERAL —Brownsville’s roots arc as deep as Texas 15 big. The southernmost
city in the state, Brownsville offers the history, cullure, traditions, language and
people of two great countrics all in one border destination. Brownsyille, named
by the Texas Historical Society as “the second most important city, historically, in
Texas,” was founded in 1846 afller Gen, Zachary Taylor established Fort Brown
Lo claim the Rio Grande as the official U.S/Mexico border. It was this border
dispute thal touched off the Mexican-American War, 1846 - 48, Forl Brown re-
mained 4n important parl of

Brownsville’s development
until it was closed in the
194(k. Today, several existing
buildings of Fort Brown are
now part of the University of
‘lexas at Brownsville and

‘lexas Southmost College,

25 miles from South Padre Island!

1
Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, Inc. |

Brownsville's stately palm
trees, purple bougainvilleas,
warm Gulf breezes and
charming resacas creale an
inviting atmosphere [or visi-
tors (v enjoy activities that
include tennis, fishing, nature
viewing, wildlife viewing,
swimming and going to the
- World (fass Giadys Porter oo beach. Boca Chica Beach

Severs Golf Courses offers visitors a chance to

experience the natural beauly
- Pristine Boca Chica Beach of pristinc, undeveloped 7.5-
- Historic Downtown

mile streteh of beach, where
the Rio Grande flows into the
- Shopping and Dining in Mexico
- Mfordable Hotels

Gulf of Mexico and visitors
can see the natural houndary
between the T1.S. and Mexico,

This “On the Border, By
the Sea” city is also a hird
watcher's paradise with more
than 500 counted bird species
sharing the refuges and wild
places in and around the area,
The convergence of two major
flyways afford the birder an
abundance of Northern species migrating for the winter.

Charro Days, & major annual event held the last week of February, is 4 spec-
{acular ficsla thal features three parades, coslumes, music, daneing, conlests and
foods of this colorful two-nation destination. Other popular festivals include the
Brownsville International Birding Festival in February, Commemorative Air Fiesta
in March, and the Latin Jazz Festival in Oct.

The Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, Inc,, provides detailed infor-
mation about accommodations, attractions and activities, Birding puides and logoed
souvenirs are sold here. Open Mon. - Fri. 8 am.- § pm.: Sat. - Sun. 9 am.-4 pm,
closed holidays. Call 956/546-3721 or 8B00/626-2639 or visit www.brownsville.org.
BIRD & BUTTERFLY FARM —Tour aviaries with many species of
butterflies md hirds. Video presentation on butterflv life cycle. Open Mon. - Fri.
9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 34193 California Road off UL, Hm 10 and EM. 803 between
Brownsville and Los Fresnos. Admisison fee. For more information, call 956/233-4714.
BROWNSYVILLE HERITAGE COMPLEX—HOME OF THE
STILLMAN HOUSE MUSEUM —Residence was built in 1850 for Charles
Stillman, founder of Brownsville. The Brownsville Heritage Museum has a callec-
tion of pictures of the beginnings of Brownsville from the Spanish arrival to mod-
e times, Also, research can be done at the Heritage Resource Center for persons
interested in the local history of the lower Rio Grande Valley. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. -
4pam. 1305 E. Washington, Admission fee. For information, call 956/541-3560.
BROWNSVILLE HERITAGE TRAIL—A Brownsville Heritage Trail map,
available at the Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, will guide visitors to
a collection of turn-of-the-century homes and businesses located in the historic
downtown area. The original 3.000-acre townsite, now downtown Brownsville,
boasts historical structures and the Immaculate Conception Cathedral dating

(800) 626-2639
www.brownsville.org
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hack to 1849, Buildings are marked with Heritage Trail Markers.
BROWNSVILLE MUSEUM OF FINE ART/BROWNSVILLE
ART LEAGUE —Muscum features a permanent collection including works by
N.C. Wycth, Marc Chagall, James Whistler and is housed across the street from
the Gladys Porter Zoo. The Museum is the owner/caretaker of the historic Neale
House built in 1834, said to be the oldest frame house in the city, and the original
Forl Brown bandstand. The 17,000-square foot facility is dedicated to art aware-
ness and educational opportunties for all. The more than 70-year-old organization
has several annual special exhibitions including the International Art Show and
the Student International Art Show. Open Tues. - Fri. 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Neale
House is open Mon. - Fri. %30 a.m. - 3 p.m. At 660 Ringgold St. For information,
call 956/342-0941, www.brownsvillemfa.ors,

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF BROWNSVILLE, THE — Offers inlerac-
tive stations where children can learn how to practice good hygicne, navigatc a
shrimp boat and build projects, Other hands-on exhibits include learning about
shopping, weather, and [arm life. Open Tues. - Sat. 9 am. - 5 p.m.; Sun. noon -

4 pm. At 5 Dean Porter Park. Admission Fee. 956/548-9300.
www.thechildrensmuseumofbrownsyille.com.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE RIO GRANDE VALLEY
WING —Museum featuring memorabilia, equipment, uniforms, video presenta-
tion, and artifacts display fram World War IL. Flying museum includes numerous
fully-operational vintage aircraft from World War 11 and the Korean Conflict.
Gilt shop and Crew Member Lounge open to the public. Popular CAF Air Festa
held in March. Open Apr. - Sept., Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.; and Oct. - Mar,,
Mon. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Brownsville/South Padre Tsland Tnternational
Airporl. 956/541-8585. Admission fee. www.rpvwingeaf.com,

COSTUMES OF THE AMERICAS—Museum features rotating displays
of native costumes of the Americas, educational information on historical and
cultural points of interest in the Western Hemisphere, research center [or cos-
tumes, visiting exhibits from other museums, and displays ol muscum quality
costumes more than 100 years old. Open Tues. - 8at. 9 am. - 5 p.m., Sun. noon -
4 pm, & Dean Porter Park, Admission Fee, 956/547-6890) or visit
www.costumesoltheamericasmuscum.com.

FORT BROWN/UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE/
TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE —Established in 1846, Fort Brown
housed troops during Mexican-American War, defended border; changed hands
during Civil War, Noted [or work of William C, Gorgas, later U.S. Army Surgcon
General, whose studies led to eventual control of yellow fever, First developed
into large military reservation and was an active post until the end of World War
11 Original hospital now administration building of Texas Southmost College.

Charra Days in Brownsville
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Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site near Brownsville

Other remaining buildings include cavalry barracks, medical lab, guardhouse, and
morgue. International Blvd. and May St. ncar Gateway International Bridge.
www.utb.edu,

GLADYS PORTER ZOO—Unique zoological park with virtually all ani-
mals living in open exhibits surrounded by natural flowing waterways. It contains
more than 1,391 specimens representing some 360 species, 43 of which are listed
as endangered. Vegetation throughout the zoo is comprised of more than 230 species
and sub-species of tropical and neo-tropical plants. Sections of the zoo include:;

Tropical America where visitors will see jaguars, Galapagos loTloises, macaws,
Caribbean flamingos, spider monkeys. and Cuban crocodiles from the tropics.

Indo-Australia features orangutans, grey kangaroos, kookaburras, agile
wallabys, and black swans, along with other animals,

Asia, where a large variety of animals includes tigers, gaurs, Przewalski’s
horse, pileated gibbons, Indian blue peatowl, and Bactrian camels,

Alrica, which conlains the more popular zoo animals including reticulated
giralfes, Alrican elephants, Grant’s zebras, Alrican Lions, western lowland gorillas,
chimpanzees, and other animals, along with one of the rarest antelopes in the
world, the Jentink’s duiker,

A Children’s Zoo and Nursery features a contact yard, allowing visitors to
interact with Nigerian dwarf goats, miniature mules, and domestic chickens,

The Herpetarium and Aquatic Wing contains a large collection of lizards, tur-
tles, snakes, gila monsters, and some rare crocodilians. along with both fresh and
saltwater fish from around the world, with emphasis on the Texas Gull Coast arca.

Other exhibits include a Free-Flight Aviary, bear grotlos, and a California sca
lion exhibil.

Omne of the top-rated zoos in the country, it’s open daily at 9 a.m. Strollers,
wheelchairs, and wagons are available for rent at the Zoofari Gift Shop, or find
souvenirs. All facilities accessible by wheelchair. At Ringgold and Sixth sts. For
information, call 956/546-2177 or 956/546-7187. Admission fee. www.gpz.org,
HISTORIC BROWNSVILLE MUSEUM —Housed in restored 1928
Southern Pacific depot, building’s architecture is well-known for its Spanish
Colonial Revivalist style. Exhibits include local military history, arrival of
French-teaching nuns, and displays of agricultural and ranching tools. Also,
exhibil features artifacts and photographs from battles fought during Mexican-
American War, Open Tues. - Fri, 10 am. - 4 pm.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 641 E,
Madison. Admission fec. For information, call 956/548-1313.

LOS EBANOS NATURE PRESERVE—View birds and butterflies along
trails throughout the Russell Plantation, including gardens and a lake in an §2-
acre preserve. Located at junction of Texas 100 and U.S. 77/83 between Browns-
ville and San Benito, Open from Sept. to June, Admission [ee, 800/418-3543,
www.losebanospreserve.com,

MATAMOROS, MEXICO — Jusl across Rio Grande [rom Brownsville 1s a
beautilul glimpse into Mexico. This border city provides visitors with a rich mexi-
can history featuring muscums, festivals, pift shops, shopping markets and
restaurants, Historic downtown has heritage sites such as the Cathedral, built in
17005, and Plaza Hidalgo, built in 1826 and named for Miguel Hidalgo, who initi-
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ated Mexico's independence from Spain. Casa Mata Museum was completed in
the 1830 and used during Mexican revolt in 1913, Bargains in pottery, leather
goods, silver jewelry, woven rugs, hand-blown glass. and many other handcratted
items in Juarez market area. Access via Gateway Bridge (toll) at terminus of E.
14th St., the B&M Railroad Bridge (toll), or the Veterans International Bridge at Los
Tomates (toll) at the beginning of U.S. 77/83. Metered parking is available through-
oul downtown Brownsville for pedestrians who wish to walk to Matamoros,
WWW.maldmoros.com.

PALMITO RANCH BATTLEFIELD —On May 12,1865, Union and
Confederale troops clashed on the northern banks of the Rio Grande River, easl
of Brownsville, in the last land battle of the Civil War. Troops had not heard of
Lee’s surrender at Appomattox a month earlier, and Confederale troops were
victorious after a two-day battle, A historical marker is 12 miles east on Texas 4.
PALO ALTO BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE—On
May 8, 1846, the thunder of cannon fire rumbled across the prairie of Palo Allo,
signaling the start of a two-year war belween the Uniled Stales and Mexico,
Today, only six miles from the official U.S./Mexico border, which resulied from
this war. The battlefield site preserves this scene of conflict and presents the his-
tory of the war through videos, displays, tours and a bookstore. This is the only
unit of the National Park Service dedicated to telling the story of the US.-Mexi-
can War, Exhibits cover war [rom both countries’ perspectives, Located al 7200
Paredes Line Rd., near intersection of EM. 1847/FM. 511, Open daily 8 am. -

5 p.m. For more information, call 956/541-2785 or visil www.nps.gov/paal.

PORT OF BROWNSVILLE—Opened in 1936, the deep-water seaporl is
connected to the Gulf of Mexico by a 17-mile ship channel. The port is home

to more than 250 businesses, employing more than 4,000 people, with interests
ranging from shrimping and cargo handling to steveodoring, Due to security
concerns, the Port is closed to visitors, www.portofbrownsville.com,

SABAL PALM AUDUBON SANCTUARY —Harbors one of the most
beautiful and critical natural occurring ecosystems in South Texas. Self-guided
nature trails invite visitors to explore mature Sabal Palm and 'lexas Ebony jungle
as well as wetlands on this 557-acre sanctuary. Home to then endanpered ocelot,
migrating birds, butterflies, Green Jays, Long-billed Thrashers, Buff-bellied Hum-
mingbirds and other wildlife. Open daily except on Thanksgiving, Christmas and
New Year's Day. Visitors Center hours % a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sanctuary 7 am. - 5 pm.
From International Blvd. 5.7 miles southeast on EM. 1419 (Southmost Rd.); [ol-
low sign, Admission [ee. 956/541-8034, www.audubon.org/local{sancluary/sabal.

Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville
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Center for Arts & Sciences in Clute

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND —Some 22 miles northeast of Brownsville, access
to island is from Port Isabel by the Queen Isabella Memorial Causeway across
Laguna Madre, See SOUTH PADRE ISLAND.

WORLD BIRDING CENTER-RESACA DE LA PALMA STATE
PARK —Boasts the largest tract of native habitat in the World Birding Cenler
network. Etched by ancient curves of the Rio Grande, its 1,700 semi-tropical
acres provide a quiet birding retreat. Color{ul neo-tropical and neartic migrants—
like the summer tanager, American redstart, and yellow-breasted chat—have
been noted here more often and in higher numbers. When resaca levels are
controlled for the benefit of wildlife, species like the least grebe, black-hellied
whistling duck, purple gallinule and various herons, as well as migrating water-
fowl in their seasons, should also congregate here. Open Mon. - Sat. 8 am.- 3 pm.
At 1000 New Carmen Road (four miles west of Brownsville on Hwy. 281),
Admission fee. For more information, call 936/365-3919 or visit
www.worldbirdingeenter.org/sites/brownsville/index.phtml.

c L U T E - mrean e g st ks b s s e e P ———— a4 e 4
Pop. 10,424 Alt. 24 Map S-21/CC-13

GENERAL—City’s history traced to the 1800s when land holdings were
parceled out of the *0ld 300.” the first settlers in Anglo Texas, In 1877, Solomon
J. Clute acquired a great deal of property, and by 1886 it was known as “Clute’s
Place.” Tn the 1890s, the area was renamed simply Clule,

Clute is localed in Brazoria County, just 30 miles south of Houston in an area
called *Brazosporl,” Nearby beaches include Bryan beach, Quintana Beach and
Surfside Beach and offer 21 miles of clean beach area—all located within five
miles of the city. Shelling is prolific, deep-sea vessels offer offshore fishing, and
bay and shore fishing and crabbing can be very lucrative. More than 100 miles
offshore deep sea diving in the Flower Gardens is a must for diving enthusiast.

Visitors can enjoy more than 60 acres of wooded parks. including an
Olympic-size swimming pool, walking/jogging trails, covered pavilions, horseshoe
pils, barbecue pits, basketball courts, a nine-hole disc golf course, and playgrounds.
Swimming, sailing, surt fishing, camping and shell collecting are within 10 min-
utes along Surfside, Bryan and Quintana beaches. Offshore fishing party boat
operations are within a few minutes” drive from the seven major hotels/motels
along Texas 332288,

Birding opportunities abound, and southern part of county is known to have
the largest bird count in the state of Texas, The Brazoria National Wildlile
Refuge, San Bernard National Wildlife Refupe, and Big Bogey National Wildlife
Refuge offer more than 80,000 acres ol wildlile area. The reluges are open daily
from daylight until dark.
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USS Lexington Museum on the Bay in Corpus Christi

Clute is also home to the Great Texas Mosquito Festival, and its official mas-
cot, Willic Manchew, the world’s largest mosquito. The Festival is a three-day
fun-filled family-oriented event held the last weekend in July. For more informa-
tion, visit call 800/371-297 1visit www.mosquitofestival.com.

CENTER FOR ARTS & SCIENCES— A rarc jewel among communitics
of any size, home to Center Stages Theater, Brazosport Art League, the
Brazosport Museum of Natural Science and Brazosport Planetarium.

The Art Gallery features changing mixed-media cxhibits every six weeks, and
the Art Studio provides classes and workshops by local, regional and nationally
recognized artists. The Theater produces yearlong season of plays and musicals
and sponsors the Brazosport Symphony Orchestra.

Wildlife, fossils, rocks and minerals, and aquarium are [eatures of the
Muscum of Natural Science museum, as well as one of the largest shell collec-
tions on display in South, and the home of the Lightening Whelk —the state shell
of Texas. The Planetaruim produces shows for the general public and even pro-
vides training for NASA astronauts from the nearby Johnson Space Center.

The Museum and Gallery are open Tues, - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun. 2 - 5 p.m.
No admission fee. 400 College Dr. For information, call 877/263-7661 or visit
wwwbefas.org,

PARKS —Seven parks available for year-round family fun. Largest park, Clute
Municipal Purk, includes pavilions, rest rooms, playgrounds, picnic areas, sanc-
tioned horseshoe pits, sand volleyball courts, basketball goals, a quarter-mile hike
and bike trail with exercise equipment, and a 9-hole dise goll course. An olympic-
size recreational swimming pool offers relief during the summer months.
VISITOR CENTER—Maps, brochures, literature and schedule of events are
available at the Clute Visitors Bureau, 1014-B Lazy Lane. Open Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 5 pam, For more information, call 888/GO-CLUTE or 979/265-2508, or

visil www.goclute.com.

CORPUS CHRISTI

Pop. 380,783 Alt.35  Map V-17/KK-19

GENERAL—Cily is major deep-water port and one of Texas” most popular
seacoast playground cities. First European to have visited area is believed to
have been Spanish explorer Alonzo de Pifieda in 1519. First settlement began as
frontier trading post founded 1839 by impresario-colonizer Col. Henry Lawrence
Kinney; obscure settlement until about 1845 when accelerated growth began. Insti-
tutions of higher learning are Del Mar College and Texas A&M—Corpus Christi,
Seawall, with sleps (o the waler, was built in the late 1930s as part of a major
landfill that created Shorcline Boulevard and the popular “T7 head docks [or
pleasure boats. Corpus Christi Beach, north of downtown over the bridge, 1s the
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site of the USS Lexington and Texas State Aquarium, and offers park areas, pic-
nic tables, showers, and rest rooms, For maps and current information on Corpus
Christi attractions see Visitor Centers.

In keeping with the city’s image of having glistening waterways, Corpus
Christi's Water Garden at Bayfront Arts and Science Park sparkles for visitors
who see, hear, and touch the garden’s water. Some 150 fountains form nucleus of
park, which is lighted at night.

AMERICANBANK CENTER—Home to community concerts, road shows,
musicals and major sporting evens.

AQUARIUM, TEXAS STATE—Travel an aquatic journey from the shore
to the depths of the Gulf of Mexico and have the opportunity to experience dive
shows, animal feedings, training sessions, and “hands on” programs with sharks
and stingrays. Thousands of animals representing over 250 species are displayed
in entertaining and educational exhibits. Get up close and personal with Atlantic
hottlenose dolphins from above and below the water in Dolphin Bay. Visit the
Istands of Steel exhibit, modeled after an offshore oil platform. Sharks and sca
turtles live among schools of snapper. tarpon, redfish, jacks and grouper.
Encounter colorful exotic birds, poison-dart frogs, fresh-water stingrays and boa
constrictors in Amazon, and don't forget the Living Shores, where you can really
get vour hands wet!

Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Memorial Day-Labor Day open daily Y a.m. -

6 p.m.; closed Thanksgiving and Dec. 25. Located at 2710 North Shoreline,
Admission fee. Parking fee. For more info, call 361/881-1200 or 800/477-GULF

or visit www.lexasstateaquarium.org.,

ART CENTER OF CORPUS CHRISTI -Built in 1942 for the USO Club,
the Art Center showcases work of local amateur and professional artists. In addi-
tion to the main gallery. which changes exhibits monthly, the 14,400-square foot
building houses four individual studios giving visitors a chance to view artists at
work. Demonstrations and workshops are regularly scheduled. Open Tues. - Sun.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. No admission fee, 100 N. Shoreline Blvd. 361/884-6406.

ASIAN CULTURES MUSEUM & EDUCATIONAL CENTER—
The mission of the [acility is 1o provide visitors with the understanding of the Far
Eastern and Asian cultures, which include artifacts from India, China, Korea, the
Philippines, and Vietnam, Permanent displays include a five-foot bronze Amida
Buddha, fine Japanese Hakata figures, lacquerware, and porcelains. The collec-
tion also includes examples of kimonos and other native costumes, utensils, games
and toys, Exhibits are changed periodically to showcase different artifacts and to
accommodate the different holidays and special events throughout the year.
Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 1809 N. Chaparral; admission fee. 361/882-2641.
CAPT. CLARK'S FLAGSHIP—400 passenger paddle wheeler provides
narrated cruises of Corpus Christi Bay and Port of Corpus Christi. Cruise along
the downtown Bayfront, passing close to the USS Lexington and the Texas State
Aquarium. Group rates and private charters available for tours and special func-
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tions, Call for seasonal schedule. Departure from Peoples St. 1™ Head. Fee.

301/884-1693 or 361/884-8306. www.captclarkflagship.com.
CENTENNIAL HOUSE - City's oldest existing home built in 1848 of the

then-popular “shellerete™ construction. Was once a Civil War hospital. Now

restored, furnished, and opened to public. Open Thurs, 10 am. - 2 pm., when flag

is flying. 411 N, Upper Broadway. Admission fee. 361/882-8641,

CORPUS CHRISTI MARINA —Called the “T" heads by the locals, this sce-

nic Baytront area is bustling with activity, Private vachts and sailboals, sight-see
ing boats, water sport rentals, and water-side restaurants, Buy [resh shrimp right
off the boat, Excellent view of the colorful sailboal regatla every Wed. evening.
CORPUS CHRISTI MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND HISTORY -

View the treasures of the world famous 1554 Spanish shipwreck and the spectac-
ular Smithsonian Institution exhibit “Seeds of Change.” Discover the clegance of

the “Gallery of Cultural Encounters,” [ealuring an authentic 16th-century
carved dome ceiling, originally from Castille, Spain, plus 4 temporary ¢xhibit—
“The Mystery of La Salle in the Gulf.” You can also Lour replicas of the Spanish
ships “Santa Maria” and “Pinta” on the Ship's Plaza, Open Tues. - Sat. 10 am. -
5 p.m; Sur. noon - § pam. 1900 N, Chaparral. Admission fee, 361/826-4630.
www.cl.corpuschrisii, Ly usiservices/museum,

CORPUS CHRISTI GREYHOUND RACE TRACK—This stale-of-
the-art, $21 million facility boasts live pari-mutuel racing wagering and simul-

casts from Galveston and Miami. Includes a luxurious clubhouse area with a [ull-

service restaurant featuring an excellent view of the track, and televisions show-
ing the racing action live at every table, as well as a grandstand area with a vari-
ety of tables, lounge and theater-style seating. Both areas fully air-conditioned.
Fweninr- races hegin at 7 7:30 p . .md m‘ttim» races at ] ?L'I p . {doors openat

DOLPHIN CONNECTION—Ijoal tup pmude: hlst hand ]unk al h|u:‘]\

and beautiful creatures in the wild as visitors view dolphins in their natural habi-

tat in Corpus Christi Bay. Seasonal: reservations required. 361/776-2887.
FISHING - Free lishing [tom numerous municipal piers. jetties, miles of beach,
and seawall. Bait and tackle shops (tackle may be rented by the day) are abun-

Pump up the family fun with a tropical
getaway. Surrounded by islands with
miles of natural beaches, Corpus
Christi is always an adventure, Build
sand castles, visit nose-to-nose with
dolphins, and frequent a flight deck.
Fill-up on fresh seafood and unique
shopping or just kick-back and savor
the view. Come to Corpus Christi—
casual, cool and so close by,

www.corpuschristicvb.com”
800.766.BEACH *forpa

e information

PADREH\ND MU&EANG ISLANDS :

Texas State Aquarium in Gorpus Christi

dant. Arrangemenis and reservations for group-boat fishing may be made al
Corpus Christi Marina or through private operators. Among species anglers
may expect to take, depending upon season and proverbial luck of the moment,
are (in the bay) sheepshead, sand and speckled trout, redfish, flounder, callish,
whiting, drum, pompano, and Spanish mackerel, Deep-sea anglers cruising Gull
waters from Port Aransas may take tarpon, sailfish, wahoo, king mackerel, boni-
to, and many others, plus red snapper and jewtish over offshore reels,
HARBOR PLAYHOUSE —lexas” oldest continually performing theater, in
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Whataburger Field in Corpus Christi

operation since 1952. The main theater scals 476 and a smaller studio seats
about 200, Group rates are available. | Bayfronl Park. 361/858-7469.
www.harborplayhouse.com.
HERITAGE PARK—Restored turn-of-the-century homes in “Old Irishtown”
section makes “the past a part of the present and future.” Houses include the
Littles-Martin House, the Lichtenstein House, the Sidbury House, the Guggen-
heim House, the Merriman-Bobbys House, the Jalufka-Govatos House, the
fard-McCampbell House, and the Grande-Grossman House. Also, the Galvan
House that scrves as the park’s headquarters and houses the Multicultaral
Center, featuring changing art exhibits depicting the city's heritage. The newest
addition is Institule of Cultures. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Guided tours
are conducted Mon., Thurs. and Fri. at 10:30 a.m. 1600 block of N. Chaparral SL.
361/883-0639, www.ci.corpuschristi.tx.us.
LAKE —Corpus Christi. See LAKES listing.
LAKE CORPUS CHRISTI STATE PARK—About 35 miles northwest of
Corpus Christi, Sce MATHIS,
MUSTANG ISLAND STATE PARK — About 10 miles cast of Corpus
Christi. See PORT ARANSAS.
PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE—110-mile-long Padre
Island offers one of the last natural seashores in the nation. Each end of the nar-
row sand island is developed with parks and resorts. But in between, the Nation-
al Seashore preserves an unblemished 80-mile stretch. Information about swim-
ming beaches and extensive primitive beach-camping arcas and nature trails
available at ranger station. Visitor center has gifts and concessions, bathhouse,
and picnic area, Beachcombers may collect seashells. driftwood, perhaps prized
glass floats from Portugal or the Orient, and other items washed in by tides.
Federal law prohibits collecting historical artifacts like flint points, antique coins,
or any other item more than 100 years old. Use of metal detectors is prohibited
on the National Seashare. Open 24 hours a day year-round. Admission fee,

For information, call the visitor center at 391/949-8743, www.nps.gov/pais.
PARKS, CITY —Ten major city parks offer varicty ol outdoor attractions and
[acilities, including picnicking, plavgrounds, birding. swimming, tennis, softball
and other sports, and fishing pier. Corpus Christi Beach. norih of Harbor Bridge,
has pavilion, playeround, showers, rest rooms, and picnicking,

Cole Park on bay front features pier, plavground, amphitheater and Kid's
Place recrealion area [or children and families on 43 acres. Outdoor concert
series Thurs. and Sun. throughout summer. 1526 Ocean Dr,

The Hany and Pat Suter Wildlife Park along Oso Bay teatures a viewing tower
for watching birds, especially flocks of heron, cranes, and roseate spoonbills.
Boardwalk, hike-and-bike facilities, jogping rail, Accessible by Ocean Drive or
take South Padre Island Dr., exit at Nile,

For more mlormation. call City Parks & Recreation at 361/884-7273.
PARKS, COUNTY —Nuecey County Parks oller exceptional recreational
facilities. John I, Sablatura Park, near Banquete on Texas 44, has picnic, barbecue
and camping [acilities, and small zoo with animals of South Texas.

JP. Luby Surf Park on Texas 361 offers a surl pier [or wave generation,

To the south, Padre Balli Park (361/949-8121) [eatures overnight camping
hookups, covered pienic areas, pavilion, park ranger station, and 1,200-ft, Bob
Hall Pier (361/949-8423) with snack and tackle shop. Packery Channe! Fark, on
Padre Island ncar junction of Texas 361 and Park Road 22,1s excellent day-use
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park with good fishing. Padre Island Park, on Gull side from Park Road 22, has
bathhouse, sandy swimming beaches, overnight camping facilitics. lishing pier,
and small Beachcomber's Museum in park office with nautical and unusual ilems
[ound along beach, Port Aransas Park. at northeast end of Mustang Island on
Gull side, has similar facilities. Labonte Park, 1-37 at Nueces Bay, offers excep-
tional recreational [acililies.

PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI & HARBOR BRIDGE —Port is fifth
busiest in nation with ships from nearly every country in the world. Major cargoes
are oil and refined products, prain, cotton, and chemicals, The harbor entrance is
spanncd by an impressive bridge (LS. 181} that arches 235 [eet above the water.
Pedestriun walkway on bridge has spectacular views of harbor and city. Beneath
the bridge is an observation platform offering close-up views of ships entering
and leaving the port. New Solomon P. Ortiz International Center,

SELENA MUSEUM —With [ans [rom around the world showing up al the
family business, Abraham Quintanilla decided to build a museum honoring his
daughter’'s memory to please her lans. The museum displays outfits and dresses
Selena designed and wore to coneerts and award shows, There is also & newspa-
per clipping of her as the fifth-grade spelling bee champion. Other exhibits
include music awards, a “Selena” movic script and other personal memorabilia,
Open Mon, - Fri. 9 a.m. - noon; 1 - 5 pm. No cameras allowed. In the Q
Productions recording studio at 5410 Leopard SL. Map of Selena-related sites
available at Carpus Christi Visitors Center. For information, call 361/289-9013,
SOUTH TEXAS BOTANICAL GARDENS & NATURE
CENTER — This dynamic 180-acre site along Oso Creck has become a show-
case for colorful, exotic floral exhibits blended with vast arcas ol conserved
nalive habital and natural wetlands, Exhibits include the Orchid Louse, Exhibit
House, Plumeria collection, Hibiscus Garden, Sensory Garden. Hummingbird
Garden, Arid Garden, Rose Garden and Pavilion, the shaded Bird & Bulterily
Trail, Birding Tower, Palapa Grande on Gator Lake, plus Wetlands Awarcness
Boardwalk. Open Tues, - Sun. 9 am. - § pm. {closed Mon.). At 8543 8. Staples.
Admission fee, www.ccbotanicalgardens.org.

SOUTH TEXAS INSTITUTE FOR THE ARTS —Strikingly designed
building, by renowned architect Philip Johnson, directly on bay houses an impres-
sive permanent collection and changing exhibits of a wide variety such as pholog-
raphy, murals, handcralted pieces. as well as historical paintings. The muscum
offers a continuous program of films, lectures and art classes. Open Tues. - Sat. 10ham. -
Spam.;Sun, 1 - 5 pam. 1902 N, Shoreline Blvd. Admission [ee. 361/823-3500.
www.slia,org,

TREASURE ISLAND GOLF AND GAMES —Family park on Padre
Island with 18-hole uphill and downhill course and two 30-ft. caves. Open Mon. -
Fri. 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Closed Christmas. 14041 South Padre Lsland Dr. 361-949-1769.
U.S. NAVAL AIR STATION —Home of US, Navy’s Air Training Command.
On peninsula at southeastern edge of city. naval air aclivilies share site with Carpus
Christi Army Depot (CCAD), one of the world’s largest helicopter repair facili-
ties. Call for tour information: CCAD, 361/939-3600, and NAS at 361/939-2674.
USS LEXINGTON MUSEUM ON THE BAY —Vinlage wartime air-
cralt carrier is floating naval museum. Commissioned in 1943, USS Lexingion
CV-16 served longer and set more records than any carrier in the U.S. Navy.

Corpus Christi Museum of Science and History



During World War TI. the “Lady Lex” saw action from Tarawa Lo Tokyo and was
first ULS. carrier to enter Tokyo Bay after treaty was signed with Japan in 1945,
Tours include the hangar deck, fo'c’sle, commanding officer/admiral quarters, sick
bay, galley, flight deck, and bridge. You can visil the starboard aft gun tub getting
a close look at the Quad 40 millimeter antiairerall guns that were one of the air-
craft carrier’s primary defense weapons during WWILL Also open is one of the
Arresting Gear Rooms showing how planes were recovered on the flight deck.
Static displays include a fully-restored F-14 fighter jel and Hucy Cobra helicopter.
Other exhibits include the “Above and Beyond,” which is an overview of the
last-ditch Kamikaze campaign waged by the Japanese, and 4 high-tech flight sim-
ulator for those who want to experience the sensation of flight. Visit the new Joe
Jessel Megu Theater and take an amazing journey in sight and sound, the first
IMAX* and other large-screened formatted films installed on a historic naval ship.
Open daily 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. (extended hours during summer; closed Christmas).
Adjacent to aquarium. 2914 N. Shoreline Blvd, {Sur‘fﬂlde Exit from U.S. 181).
Admission fee, For additional information, 361/888-4873 or 8O0LADY-LEX.
www.usslexington.com.
WHATABURGER FIELD —Home of the Corpus Christi Hooks, Double-A
affiliate of the Houston Asiros baseball club. This $21.5 million facility opened in
2005 and is located less than one mile from downtown. Features maore than 5,000
fixed seats, 19 luxury suites, swimming pool, hot tub, and a kids area featuring a
rock climb, basketball court. litlle-league bascball field and interactive games.
The Hooks play a 140-game schedule from Apr. Lo Sepl. Call 361/561-HOOK or
visit www.cchooks.com.
VISITOR CENTERS —For information on city attractions, accommodations,
and events, visit the arca Visitor Information Center, 1823 N. Chaparral SL. dur-
ing business hours; the Tourist Information Center in Labonte Park al Nueces
River crossing of 1-37 at west edpe of city, open daily 9 a.m. - 5 pm.. or Visitor
[nformation Center at 14252 Padre Tsland Dr., open daily 9 am. - 5 pm,
800/766-2322. www.corpuschristicvb.com.

CRYSTAL BEACH

Pop. 787 (Est ) Alt.7 Map R-22/UU-21
GENERAL —Crystal Beach, originally known as Patton, stretches about seven
miles along Texas 87 on Bolivar Peninsula. Patton was a railroad stop until the
trains stopped operation in the early 1940s. At that time, the name was changed
to Crystal Beach. 1t's the largest residential and commercial community on the
peninsula. Main indusiry is shrimping and oystering, and tourism. Summer visitors
swell population where miles of sandy beaches offer many recreational activities.

Birding is exciling during the spring and fall migrations. The fields, bushes,
trees and marshes are alive with colorful and rare species, Many northern species
winter here.

Ferries operate every 20 minutes between Galveston and Port Bolivar,
Texas 87, The ferries are part of the Texas transportation system, operated toll-
free by the Texas Department of Transportation.

The old Bolivar Lighthouse, after 61 years of service, still stands near Texas 87.
Although not open to the public, it is a symbol of mariner history along the
Texas coast.

For information on accommaodations, events, and dining opportunities,
call the Bolivar Peninsula Chamber of Commerce at 409/684-3940 or
BOU/FUN-SUN-3. www.bolivar.com.

FORT TRAVIS SEASHORE PARK - The peninsula has a long history of
military fortifications. In 1898, with federal development of the Port of Galves-
ton, Fort Travis was constructed and named for William B. Travis. The fort was
completed in 1899, The fort sustained heavy damage in 1900 storm. Repairs were
well underway by 1903 to include the present seawall around the fort. During
World Wars | & 11, troops were stationed here to defend the shores. In 1930, the
first Galveston/Bolivar ferry landed on the Bolivar side and was In use until the
1950s. Today, the 60-acre park still has gun battery siles. It also has picnic areas,
cabanas and campsites. [t's part of the Galveston County Beach Park Board,
Open 7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m, For information, call 409/766-2411

DANEVANG

Pop.300 Al 50 Map S-19
GENERAL—Established in 1894 in southern Wharton County, carliest settlers
were Danish immigrants who relocated from the Midwest to Texas Lo extend and
promote Danish culture in the U.S. Historical records, by word and photos, were
kept by these carly settlers and continued by following generations, and they are

KEVIN STILLMANTXDOT

GULF COAST

570-foot San Jacinto Monument, near Deer Park, marks site of final
hattle for Texas independence

now housed in the Danevang Museum. Danevang was declared “The Danish
Capital of Texas™ by the Texas Legislature in 1991, Danevang, translated from
Danish, means “Danish Fields.”

COMMUNITY HALL - Oldest building in town, still used today for commu-
nity functions. Texas Historical Marker signifies the building’s age of morc than
100 years old.

DANEVANG CULTURAL CENTER—A Lhree-acre muscum complex
includes the following exhibits:

Pioneer Home, built in 1896, was moved from its original farmsite to the
Center and restored to its original floor plan. The furniture and appliances recall
life in Danevang from the 1890s through World War T. Open Tues. - Thurs., Sat. -
Sun. 1 -4 p.m. or by appointment for groups.

Hansen Shed is an ‘on the farm’ museum that houses the private colleetion
of Harold and Ella Hansen, It was donated to the center and moved (o the cur-
rent site in 1993, Many artifacts also donated to the center are on display,

Danish Cultural Musenm was dedicated in June 2001, and the museum
depicts the local Danish community and its background, a history of the Viking
era, cotton and grain farming history in the area, and the community’s school,
tamily and social history. Visitors can also see Harold Hansen’s extensive
barbed wire collection. Open Tues. - Thurs., Sat. - Sun. 1 -4 pm. or by appuint-
ment for groups.

For more information, call 979/343-3332 or 979/543-2106. Texas 71 und C.R. 426
{one mile south of blinking light).

DANEVANG CEMETERY — Consecrated in 1895 when the first death
occurred in the colony. Many headstones in the family plots bear names of up to
the fourth generation of descendants of the original settlers. Guide maps are
available at the Museum.

DANEVANG LUTHERAN CHURCH—When the town's Pioneer
Church Building was destroved by a hurricane in 1943, the community pur-
chased the chapel from Camp Hulen, a deactivated LS, Army training base in
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Texana Museum and 0ld Jail House in Edna

Palacios, The chapel was disassembled and moved to Danevang, where il was
reassembled and is still in use today. Some of the furnishings from the original
building were salvaged after the hurricane and are being used in the church.

DEER PARK

Pop. 28,520 Alt. 33 Map Q-21/55-16
GENERAL—Founded in 15892 by Simon West, wus named [or privately owned
area park for deer. Railroad station established in 1892, and post office established
1893, Has srown [rom population of 100 in 1940, largely by establishment of
industry along Houston Ship Channel. Population grew from 736 in 1950 to
12.773 in 1970,

Battleground at Deer Park Golf Course offers a challenging 18-hole champi-
un&’np course, driving range, and three practice holes. Each hole along the course
is named for some portion of Texas history. drawing on Deer Park’s title as “The
Birthplace of Texas.” Unique, historic hridge purchased from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transpartation links clubhouse with course.

PATRICK CABIN—Replica of cabin in which the peace treaty between Texas
and Mexico was drawn up after the Battle of San Jacinto. Constructed in 1986,
using building techniques of 1830, including hauling logs to site with horse team.
Authentic furnishings, garden. Open Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.: 3009 Center St.
SAN JACINTO BATTLEGROUND STATE HISTORIC SITE—Site
where Texas won independence from Mexico on April 21, 1836, at the Battle of
San Jacinto. After retreats and disasters hallway across Texas, Sam Houston's
small army turned on Mexican Gen. Santa Anna’s superior forces and defeated
them in just minutes. Commemorating the decisive battle, San Jacinto Monument
rises 370 feet ahove flat coastal plain. Famous monument is constructed of rein-
forced concrete faced with Texas fossilized bull limestone. At base of shaft is San
Jacinto Museum of Texas History; exhibits (race region’s history from Indian civ-
ilization encountered by Cortez, to Texus as a slate, “Texas Forever! The Battle

of San Jacinto” s a 35-minute history lesson reliving Texas history from the days
of Spanish rule in Mexico to the expansion of the American West in 1848, The
mulli-image presentation utilizes 42 projectors. Show [ee. Museum open daily
Yam.- 6 pm,;elevator and ohservation deck open daily 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m,
Elevator lee. Closed Dec. 24 & 25,

Another landmark of the park is Battleship Texas, moored in permanent slip
at hattleground. One ol few monuments of its kind in the world, it is only survivor
of the pre-Waorld War [ dreadnoughts. Baltleship was presented to State of Texas
by U. S Navy, Commissioned shortly before World War 1, the venerable \n:shlp
served in that conflict and in World War I1 as flagship in 1944 D-Day invasion
commanded by Gen, Dwight D. Eisenhower, a native of Denison, TX, Open daily
Y a.m. - 5 pam.; closed '[‘h{tnkwi\'ing Day, Christmas Eve. and Christmas Day. Bast
of dawntown Houston 22 miles via Texas 225. Texas 134. Admission [ee,
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EDNA N
F’op 5,899 Alt. 72 Map 5-18

GENERAL—Built on Robert Guthrie League sranted by Mexican govern-
ment through Stephen F. Austin in 1824, As commissary for talian laborers on
the New York, Texas and Mexican Railway, town was first called Macaroni
Station. Today seat of Jackson County, commercial center for nice, collon, com
and milo. livestock, and oil and gas.

Edna lies along the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, which extends [rom
Brownsville to north of Beaumont. Birders can ohserve hirds along the trail
which intersects with two major migration flyways. Information on the birding
adventure, as well as events, accommodations, and restaurants is available from
the chamber of commerce at 317 W, Main St., or by calling 361/782-7146.
BRACKENRIDGE PLANTATION PARK & CAMPGROUND -
Maore than 400 acres on Lake Texuna, offers a great place for water sports and
water-related opportunities, including boating, water skiing, jet skiing, it is a great
wind surfing location due to northfsouth position of the lake. Air-conditoned rest
rooms available in campground, pienic areas, 9-hole miniature goll course, nature
trails and more, Abundant wildlife viewing and photography, bird walching, and
park s Site 21 on Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail. No admission fee to trails; ad-
mission fee to campground site, Park office hours are Mon. - Thurs, 8 am.- 3 pm.;
Fri. - Sat. 8 am. - 6 pm.; Sun. 8 a.m. - noon. RV and tent camping available. CJ__lul'l.'
seafood restaurant also available in park. Seven miles east of Edna on SH L1
For information, call 361/782-5456.

LAKE —Texana, Sce LAKES listing,

LAKE TEXANA STATE PARK—575 acres on Lake Texana offer water-
oriented recreation, including boating, lishing, water skiing, and swimming; picnic
facilities, camping with water and clectrical hookups, rest rooms, showers, boat
ramp. East 6.5 miles via Texas 111 south. Admission fee. BOT92-1112.

OTTO LAWRENCE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM —Museum is a hands-
on experience for children of all ages. It opens doors to the past into an old country
schoolroom, country store and post office. Vintage clothes available Lo spark young
imaginations and homemade games add to the fun. In historic Jackson Counly
jail at the corner of Cypress and Fd Linn sts. For information, call 361/782-5431.
TEXANA MUSEUM AND OLD JAIL HOUSE —Exhibits include
artifacts, art items, and documents pertaining to early life in area. Exterior of
museum is adorned with murals depicting carly Jackson County history. Open
Ties. - Fri. 1 - § pom. 403 N, Wells (Texas 111 north).

EL CAMPO -
Pop. 10,945 Alt. 110 Map R-19
GENERAL —Railroad reached area in 1880s. and Mexican cowboys who
brought cattle herds Lo railhead called the site “el campa™ (the camp). When the
cowboys bedded down they could see the lights of a little village called Prairie
Switch. They said it looked like 4 “pearl on the prairie.” When incorporated in
1903, city fathers used the Spanish words in naming city, and the city still refers to
itself as pearl of the prairie. Now a center for agriculture {largest rice-producing
county in stale), oil, gas, and manufacturing,

I Campo is well known for its great waterfowl hunting and excellent fishing,
The city boasts a variety of restaurants and is famous for its barbeeue,

History is 4 [avorite of many with more than 20 historical murals painted
on buildings throughoul the town,

Far additional inlormation on events, accommodations, and dining, call the
El Campo Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture at 979/543-2713 or visil
www.cleampochamber.com, E-mail; ecc@elcampochamber.com.
EL CAMPO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY —Fculures big-game
trophics from [ive continents against murals and in natural scttings. Children’s
area features hands-on aclivities, Open Tues. - Fri. 10 a.m. - noon, 1 - 5 pm. 'Sal
10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Located in eivic center at 2330 N, Mechanic (Texas 71 & EM. 2763).
079/543-6883. www.clcampomuscum.com,

GALVESTON -
Pop. 57,247 Alt. 20 Map R-22/WW-19
GENERAL - When [irst explored by Lurapeans, the island was an Akokisa
Indian site. The Karankawa Indians used the island for hunting and fishing.
Pirate Jean Laffite cstablished a settlement in 1817, During the Texas Revolution
the harbor served as the port [or the Texas navy. Following the war, a group of
investors oblained ownership of land at the harbor to establish a town in 1838,



and the [ollowing year the Texas legislature granted incorporation to the City of
Galveston, Early years gave city many firsts in Texas: first Roman Catholic con-
vend, first eleetric lights, and first medical college. Disastrous Galveston storm
of 1900, the entire island was inundated during a hurricane, which claimed more
than 6,000 lives. A seawall was built two vears later, presently 10 miles long, il
has proved its staying power several times over,

Gralveston Island offers 32 miles of beach and also is & treasure trove of things
historically Texan, Details available at the Galveston Island Visitors Centers.

Many city parks, picnic areas and recreation centers offer playground equip-
ment, athletic fields, tennis courts, and golf courses,

Seat of Galveston County, major part. tourisi, and convention cenler, 1Home
of Univ. of Texas Medical Branch, Texas A&M Univ, al Galveston, and Galves-
ton College.

CENTER FOR TRANSPORTATION AND COMMERCE
(RAILROAD MUSEUM)—0n once-active tracks are more than 33 vinlage
railroad cars and steam engines; historic Santa Fe depot restored o 1932 art
deco style, HO-gauge working model of Port of Galveston with tracks, ships, and
port activities. A People’s Gallery with dozens ol lile-sized fipures (some of which
“speak” o visilors) re-creales a busy depot seene of the 1930s. Six multimedia
theaters present history of Galveston shipping, railroading, and commeree, Open
daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Rosenherg St. at foot of the Strand, Admission fec.
CHURCHES, HISTORIC — First Lutheran Church was [lounded in 1850;
original church building was rebuilt in 1915, At 23th and Winnie.

First Presbyterian Church, magnificent Gothic structure, houses whal 1s
believed o be oldest church organization in Galveston, dating from Jan. 1, 1840),
Present church building constructed 1873, At 19th and Chureh sts,

Grace Episcopal Church, lounded as a mission of Trinity Church in 1874,
parishioners moved into present structure in 1895. Gothie-style building designed
by architect Nicholas Claylon. Many original furnishings include stained plass,
hand-carved reredos and altar. Al 36th and Avenue L.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, lounded 1884 was designed by Jesuit priest in

T
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Prrates hid out here...so can you.
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1504 after original church was destroyed in 1900 storm. Oppaosite Bishop's Palace
at 14th 8t and Broadway.

St. Mary's Cathedral, fivst Catholic cathedral in Texas, retaining original
splendid architecture, built in 1848, 21st and Church sts,

Trinity Episcopal Church, built in 1857 to serve parish that was organized in
1841, Traditionally repaired and put in use immediately atter any hurricane dam-
age, never missing a service. 22nd at Winnie sts,

COLONEL, EXCURSION BOAT—Modern triple-deck paddle wheeler
recaplurcs the romance of 19th-century river steamboats on daily 1-hour sight-

There are as many reasons people come here as there are grains
of sand along our golden shores. Some come to get lost. Some
come fo get found. But no matter what, they know the sand,
the sky, and the sea around us are filled with the voices,
memoaries, and relics of Galveston lsland’s past. They come to
experience this feeling, and they come because they know that
this is in fact, the stuff legends are made of.

THE LEGEND CONTINUES

GALVESTON ISLAND CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU o 1-866-505-4456 » WWW .GALVESTON.COM
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Lone Star Flight Museum and Texas Hall of Fame in Galvestan

seeing cruises, morning and afternoon, of Galveston Bay and port; evening din-
ner cruises, and moonlight dance cruises on Sat. nights. Sightseeinp trips include
interpretive narration, live band, buffet on dinner cruises, rooms for private par-
ties, and charter cruises available, The Colonel departs from Moody Gardens at
One Hope Blvd. Cruise fee. 405/740-7797.

FERRY RIDES—Diesel ferries operate every 20 minutes between Galveston
and Port Bolivar, Texas 87. Ferries are part of Texas highway system, operated
toll-free by the Texas Department of Transportation.

FISHING, DEEP-SEA —Exciting varieties of food and pame fish are found
in Gulf walers ofl Galveston Island, Fishermen may join one of the many party
boats for bay or offshore action, Many [ree public and commercially operated
launching ramps and murinas for private crall available. Offshore species are
saillish, marlin, ling, wahoo, king mackerel, bonito. pompano. red snapper, war-
saw, dolphin, and other “big league™ species. Reservations at Piers 18,19 and
Galveston Yacht Basin,

FISHING PIERS —Surf fishermen try their luck almost anywhere along
beach; free municipal jetties and rock groin piers are along Seawall Blvd. at 10th.
17th, 30th, 37th, and 61st sts. Commercial fishing piers are on Seawall Blvd. at 25th,
61st, and Y0th sts., and at Seawolf Park on Pefican Island. Flanking ship channel
between Galveston and Bolivar Peninsula are South Jetty (extreme east end of Galves-
ton Island), and North Jetty (from Bolivar Peninsula). Fishermen take flounder.
speckled trout, redfish, croaker. tarpon, sheepshead, catfish, and other species.
GALVESTON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM - Displays from
one of Texas” most histaric cities plus variety of changing exhibits. Housed in for-
mer private bank building of W.L. Moody, Jr., circa 1919, especially impressive
interior. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sun. noon - 4 p.m. (Extended hours
Memorial Day - Labar Day.) 2219 Market St. Donations requested.
GALVESTON HARBOUR TOURS —Board the M/ Seaguff for a 45-
minute, narrated boat Lour of the Port of Galveston, Get a close-up look at the
working waterfront and local marine life, Special bird-watching cruises available.
Departs from Pier 22 at the north end of 22nd St. Schedule varies. Fee charged,
GALVESTON ISLAND BEACH—Thirty-two miles of sand beach washed
by Gull of Mexico. Within city, beach is edged by hotels. condos, restaurants, and
amusement aftractions, Camping is permitted in designated areas and commer-
cial facilitics only, and at Galveston Island State Park. Parking fees arc charged
at certain beach recreation areas; free parking available at others,
GALVESTON ISLAND OUTDOOR MUSICALS —1.700-scat outdoor
theater in Galveston Island State Park alternates Broadway musicals nightly
exeept Sun. [rom early June through late Aup. Shows 8 p.m.; free park admission
[or theater-goers. Six miles south on EM. 3005 at 13 Mile Rd. 409/737-3440.
Admission lee,

GALVESTON ISLAND STATE PARK—Spanning Galveston Island
from gulf to bay, the 1.935-acre park includes much salt marsh, rich in bird lifc.
Viewing from elevated boardwalks and observation platforms. Campsites with
hookups, dump station. sereened shelters, rest rooms and showers, Pienicking.
fishing, swimming, and nature trail.
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GALVESTON YACHT BASIN —With complete marina services, the yacht
harbor pravides slips for hundreds of pleasure craft...an elegant sighl. Boaters
find gas, repair and mechanical services, fishing tackle and bait shops, radar
weather reports, and 24-hour security guards,

GARTEN VEREIN —Octagonal structure, circa 1870, operated by the
Galveston Historical Foundation. Victorian accents evident in trim of two pictur-
esque rool levels, City park at 27th St. & Ave, O.

GREAT STORM, THE— Award-winning, multi-image presentation using
historic photographs and special elfects to re-create the aftermath of the 1900
hurricanc that devaslated Galveston. The 27-minute program shows on the hour:
11 am. - 6 pm. Sun. - Thurs;; 11 am, - 8 pm. Fri, & Sat. Pier 21 at north end of
21st St. Admission fee,

HISTORIC HOMES AND BUILDINGS —As Texas' earliest prominent
city, literally scores of fascinating historic structures were built by sea captains,
merchants, businessmen, and prominent officials, Among most notable are:

Ashion Villa, showplace of Galveston Historical Foundation in restored
1839 Tralianate house-museum reflecting opulence of era in carved moldings,
elaborate mantel-work, and lavish furnishings. Sitc of first Juneleenth where
slaves learned they were free on June 19, 1865. Guided tours include the ornate
Gold Room and elegant family quarters upstairs. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm;
Sun. noon - 4 p.m. 2328 Broadway. Admission fee.

Bishop's Palace. Galveston's most celebrated landmark, is Texas” only strue-
ture on the list of nation’s 100 outstanding buildings by American Institute of
Architects. Built as a private home by Col. Waller Gresham in 1886, purchased in
1923 for the bishop of the Galveston-Houston Diocese, Showplace furnishings in-
clude a mantel that was first-prize winner at 1876 Philadelphia World's Fair, Vene-
tian crystal chandelier. damask wall coverings rom London, and grand staircase of
rosewond, satinwood, and mahogany, Open daily noon - 4 pm, during winter; summer
hours Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Sun., noon - 3 pm. 1402 Broadway. Admission fee.

Fort Crockett was a primary artillery delense installation built 1897, Closed
1947, several buildings remain in use by Galveston College, Texas A&M Univ. at
Galveston, and National Marine Fisheries Service, Massive coastal artillery bunkers
can still be seen. but most have been incorporated into the foundation of the nearby
hotel and conference center. Scawall Blvd. between 45th and S3rd sts.

Grand 1894 Opera Honse.  performing arls hall built in 1894, Multi-million-
dollar restoration returned the orate structure to its oripinal grandeur. Theater has
showcased such theatrical icons as John Philip Sousa, Helen Hayes, and more. The
73rd Legislature named it the “Texas Official Opera House.” Stage productions fre-
quently scheduled: open daily for sell-guided tours, 2020 Post Office St.

Menard Home—Gulveston's oldest home, the Michel B. Menard Home, was
built in 1838 by Galveston's founder in the days of the Republic of Texas. 1t was host
to the cily’s first Mardi Gras celebration. The mansion has been restored and fur-
mished with an outstanding collection of Federal and American Empire antiques,
Open weekends, but hours vary. Call ahead for information at 409/762-3933. At 1605
33rd St. Admission fee.

Moody Mansion and Museum —Historic home built, circa 1892, is prime exam-
ple of {ransitional Victorian architecture. Tt is the former home and center of the
business empire of Texas entrepreneur W.L. Moody, Jr. from 1900 until his death in
1954, With a steel frame, construction is of red brick, Texas limestone and terra cotta
tile. The interior includes stained plass, custom-designed carved woods, tile work,
[ancy plaster work, and stencils in 42 rooms covering 28,000 squure [eel. Collections
include antiques, silver, photographs, and other works of art. Gift shop. Scll-guided
tour. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am. - ¢ pm;; Sun, 1 pam. - 4:30 p.m. Closed on Mon. Jun. -
Mar, At 2618 Broadway. Admission fce,

The Strand, once the “Wall Street of the Southwest,” 1s one of the finest concen-
trations of 19th-century iron-front commercial buildings in the US, Lined with
gaslights, now restored and readapted. The Strand features art galleries and studios,
specialty shops, restaurants, pubs, delicatessens, historical exhibits and even an old-
fashioned candy factory within a 36-hlock area. Often site of annual city [estivals,
especially Dickens on The Strand each Dec. and Mardi Gras cclebrations in early
spring, National Historic [.andmark District is on Strand and Mechanic sts. between
20th and 25th sts.

LONE STAR FLIGHT MUSEUM AND TEXAS HALL OF FAME—The
polden age of aviation is recalled by more than two dozen vintage aircraft, from a
meticulously restored B-17 Flying Fortress to spindly liaison aircraft. There’s a
“razorback™ P-47 Thunderbolt, a P-3§ Lightning, a Spitfirc, plus other bombers,
trainers, and wartime “executive” aircraft, all in flying condition. There's also the
Conoco Hall of Power, with historic engines, photos, air combat memorabilia,
and wartime vehicles. Open daily, 10 a.m, - § pm. except for major holidays, 2002
Terminal Dr. (at Scholes International Airport at Galveston), Admission fec.



Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig and Museum in Galveston

MARDI GRAS MUSEUM - Colorful cxhibits use historic costumes, crown
jewels and memorabilia to Lell the story of Galveston’s carnival celebrations,
Open Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 pm.; Sat. 10 a.m. -10 pm.: Sun. 10 a.m. - 6 pm,

2311 Ships Mechunic Row.

MOODY GARDENS —156-acre eight phase project of Moody Foundation,
Existing now are;

Aquariym Pyramid has more than 100,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space and nearly
two million gallons of water 1o showcase the ocean waters of the North Pacific,
Edge of the Antarctic. the tropical Pacific's Great Burricr Reef and Coral Sea,
and the colorful Caribbean. Visitors view (he ocean habitats from two levels, one
providing a shoreling view from above the water, and the other submerging the
visitor into the depths of the exhibil waters, Walk-through exhibits, demonstra-
tions, and educational opportunities let visitors learn about marine creatures
with whom we share our planet.

Discovery Pyramid is the second in a trilogy of unique glass pyramids.
NASA’s Tohnson Space Center and the non-profit Moody Gardens teamed up
to bring all the wonders of space inlo amazing locus for guests of Moady Gardens.
This pyramid also has three IMAX® Ridefilm Theaters, offering visitors a thrilling
motion-based space [ilm they won't soon forget. Space travelers str ap themselves
into their seals and hold on for a moving shaking ride across the cosmos, their
senses heightened by the 180-degree wraparound sereen and sparkling IMAX
sound, Admission [ee,

Rainforest Pyramid, tising 10 stories, represents rain forests of Asia, Africa,
and South America. Experience the exotic rain forest; butterflies abound among
waterfalls, cliffs, caverns. Mayan Colonnade, and an ever-changing array of tropi-
cal plants. Clear, blue pools are [illed with tropical fish; quiet ponds with exotic
wading hirds. Bat Cave turns night into day so visitors are able to see 60 fr ui[
bats hehind large glassed-in cave. Open Sun. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Fri. - Sat.
10ta.m. - 9 p.m. Labor Day through Memorial Day; daily 10 a.m. - 9 pm. during
summer, Admission [ee,

IMAX Theater/Visitor Center projects 3D films on a 6-story screen, Within
complex is Visitor Center and Gardens Restaurant overlooking Gulf waters and
a mahtly presentation of Dancing Waters,

Palm Beach, Texas® only white sand beach with freshwater swimming
lagoons, whirlpools. volleyball, a 400-foot pier/dock. and paddleboats. Yellow
Submarine and Octopus Slide features 30-ft. submarine with fully operational
periscope, water gun, and dive horn. Open weekends in May, daily mid-May -
Labor Day. Admission fee,

Formal gardens, Japanese Garden of Life, the Vietnam Memorial, Hope Rosc
Garden. Horticulture lerraces, the Vineyard, plus nature/walking trails.

For information, call BI/3&2-4673.

OCEAN STAR OFFSHORE DRILLING RIG AND MUSEUM
The Offshore Energy Center operates a state-of-the-art facility giving the visitors
4 betler understanding of how oil and gas is produced offshore, You can tour the re-
[urbished jackup and learn about the drilling procedures and production, marine

transportation, and environmental protection. I1's a museum, educational facility,
and drilling rig all rolled into one. Open daily 10 am. - 5 p.m.. till 4 p.m. in winter.
Adjacent to Pier 19 on Harborside Dr. Tor information, eall 409/766-STAR (7827).
Admission [ee.

PARKS —Stewart Beach Park on Scawall Blvd. at Broadway, offering pavilion,
beach service, bath houses, rest rooms, showers, restaurants, concessions, and
mini-goll.

Note: No aleohol is permitied along most of the heachfront along Seawall
Bivd., on Stewart Beach or pocker park.

R A Apffell Park. east of Stewart Beach at Boddecker Dr., is largest park
and features wide heach with hoat launching, jetty and surt fishing, bath house,
concessions, and rest rooms.

Dellanera Beach Park offers beach activities, RV hookups, showers, rest
rooms, picnic area, grocery store, and laundry room. West of Seawall on EM. 3003,

A “pocket” park located along EM. 3005 at 11 Mile Rd. offers beachfront
picnic areas, rest rooms, and playgrounds.

PELICAN ISLAND —Just across channel from Port of Galveston, island is
site of mdustrial and recreational development. Newport Corp. and Texas A&M
Univ. at Galveston on south edge. On northern point is Seawolf Park where
port’s [ederal quarantine station once stood. Scenic location edged by palms
and banks of oleanders with picnic facilities and excellent lighted fishing pier,
PORT OF GALVESTON —Iirst major port in Texas, was commercial link of
Texas Republic with test of world: lor vears was state’s largest city. Modern port
handles ships from throughout world. Unique in operation, it is nation’s only port
where all facilities. from railroad swilching Lo crating and labeling of individual items,
are coordinated under one managemen. Su successful is operation that Galveston
is only major port facility in Uniled States not supported by public funds,
Visitors will be [ascinated by Fisherman’s Wharf area along Ave. A between 17th
and 23rd sts, Fish markets. seafood restaurants, and charterigroup boat docks,
ROSENBERG LIBRARY —Texas first free public library, contains many
original manuscripts and letters of Samuel Mav Williams, Sam Houston, Stephen
F. Austin, and other prominent figures in Texas history. Rare books, artifacts, art
collection. Open Mon. - Sal. 9 am. - 9 pm.; Sun. 1 - 5 pm. Aug. - May, Closed
Sun. Jun. - Jul 2310 Sealy Ave,

SEAWOLF PARK—Picturesque location provides close Inok at oceangoing
vessels entering and deparling porl and yacht basin. Excellent fishing from oper-
ated lighted pier. Main attraction is naval exhibit featuring tours of the WW 11
submarine USS Cavalla (recently restored) and destrover escort USS Stewart,
Open daily on Pelican Island. Admission fee.

SCHLITTERBAHN GALVESTON ISLAND WATERPARK —The
newest park in Texas is the world's first convertible waterpark with an entire
area that can be opened or closed for indoor/outdoor year-round [un. The park
offers more than 25 attractions. including two uphill water coasters, and features
the next generation of the award-winning Transportainment river system that
combines four unique rivers into one endless {loaling adventure. There’s also a
year-round, full-service restaurant plus a sports bar. Family amenities include
free parking, free use of inner tubes, and guests are weleome to bring in their
own picnic hasket and cooler into the park - no aleohol or glass containers
please. Season beginning April 22 for weckend operation; open daily May 13 -
Sept. 10; summer season wraps up Sepl. 16-24. Admission fee. 409770-WAVE.
www.schlitterbahn.com

TEXAS HEROES MONUMENT —Gill 1o State of Texas by Galveston
philanthropist Henry Rosenberg, commemorates great achicvements of men
and women of Texas. It is 74 feet high, 34 [eet square, with four monolithic gran-
ite columns rising to support 22-foot bronze figure of “Victory.” Erected in 1900,
stands at intersection of 25th & Broadway.

TEXAS SEAPORT MUSEUM —Home of the tall ship Flissa square-
rigged, 400-ton barkentine built in Seotland in 1877. A visitor to Galveston dur-
ing her suiling/working days, Elissa has returned as a museum of 19th-century
maritime technology. Opened in 1982 after eight years ol restoration. Open daily
10a.m. -3 p.m. (extended hours in summer). Efissa is sometimes away from
Galveston sailing. Check locally for dockside schedule,

Muscum also includes two wide-screen thealer presentations on legends and
lorc of the sea and the restoration of the Efissa. Visilors also have access to com-
puter database containing information an more than 130.000 immigrants who
entered Texas through the Part of Galveston, Pier 21 al north end of Kempner
(22nd) St. Admission fee.

TOURS — Besides tours cited previously under Historical Homes and Buildings —
Ashton Villa, and The Strand—other specialized tours for individuals and groups
are available as [ollows; details from Visitor Information Centers,
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Iwa Jima Memorial and Museum in Harlingen

Galveston Island Duck Tours, pickup locations at 2411 Strand (in summer)
and 21st & Seawall Blvd. {year-round) is a one hour “[un [amily tour™ through
the Strand, Offats Bayou (in the water), and the historie district. This special
vehicle travels on land and in water. Visitors ¢njoy 4 humorous, informative tour
by experienced captains. For information, call 409/621-4771.

Horse-drawn carriage rides are availuble throughout The Strand Hisloric
District and the East End Historic District.

Treasure Tsle Tour Train operates on regular schedule from 2106 Scawall
Blvd., touring hoth old and new sites on Galveston Island in the little train with
the fringe on top. Schedule varies, inquire locally.

The East End National Historic Landmark District and the Silk Stocking
Historic District are both historic neighborhoods featuring 19th-century
Victorian homes. Information for & walking/driving tour of the Easl End District
is available at the Strand Visitors Center,

TROLLEY CARS —Nostalgic trolley cars connect the beach al Seawall to the
historic Strand/Bay area. Replica 1900 vintage cars glide for 4 12 miles along
tracks much like those in city's early days. Schedule posted along route.
VISITOR INFORMATION CENTERS—Details on activities, events,
tours, reercation lacilitics and historic sites; [ree maps and literature are provided
at the Galveston Island Visitor's Centers located al 25th & Seawall and 2215 Strand.

HARLINGEN
Pop. 57,564 Alt. 39 Map Y-17/BB-16

GENERAL —Harlingen is home to evervthing tropical, from the red-crowned
parrots to the palm trees and bougainvilleas that dominate the landscape. Aloe
vera farms and citrus groves surround the city. Mexico and the seashell-littered
beaches of South Padre Island are only minutes away.

Harlingen developed at the crossroads of major national rail lines, and has
long been an important trade and transportation center, Incorporated in 1910, its
namesake was a canal-encircled town in the Netherlands, the ancestral home of
railroad president Col. Uriah Lott.
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Cotton, sugar cane, and vepetables became carly reasons for the city's pros-
perity. Harlingen has survived freezes, floods, and a hurricane in 1933. The city
changed lorever with start of World War II and the creation of an aerial gunnery
school at Harlingen Army Air Field. which later became Harlingen Air Force
Base. The Port of Harlingen opened in 1932 and began barging Valley sugar and
orain north.

Today, the city continues to be a magnet tor thousands of retirees [rom the
Vidwest and Canada. Some have become full-time residents, while others known
as “Winter Texans” live in Harlingen during the winter months. In addition,
numerous visitors from Mexico regularly shop and dine in Harlingen, Amateur
sports tournaments and annual events such as RioFest, the Jackson Street
Jubilee, and the Jalapefo 100 Bicvele Ride attract visitors from throughout the

egion and the state. Harlingen’s Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival attracts
birders from around the world. Harlingen also is home to Texas State Technical
College and the Marine Military Academy.

For information on events, attractions, lodging, dining, and more, call or visit
the Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce, 311 L. Tyler. Open Mon. - Fri., 8 am, -
5 p.m. 936/423-5440; 800/531-7346 or visit www.harlingen.com/visitors,
BIRDING —Harlingen is known worldwide as a tropical birder's paradise because
of its location on the convergence of two major flyways, Pick up a tree birding
guide and checklist at the Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce and see how
many species you can identify, The cily has several sites on the Great Texas Coastal
Birding Truil co-sponsored by the Texas Parks und Wildlife Department and the
Texas Department of Transportation, including the Ramsey Nature Park and Har-
lingen Thicket Bird Sanctuary, 4 40-acre tract of nalive brush in the city center.
D'ARTE CENTER—Visit the city’s only co-operative gallery [eaturing original
work by local artists. [ a great source for alfordable gilts and home décor, Open
Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. At 115 E. Jackson in downlown Harlingen, Call
0561425-4030 or visit www.hafpallervhomestead.com.

DOWNTOWN JACKSON STREET DISTRICT - Harlingen's historic
downtown has become known as The Antigues Capital of the Valley, Visitors
shop for glassware, jewelry, vintage clothing, (urniture, cralls and collectibles in
dozens of unigue shops and buildings restored Lo their 1930s and 19405 era
splendor. Jackson Street is the site of many communily festivals and events,
Market Days on the [irst Saturday of cach month and the annual Christmas
Parade. Call Harlingen's Downtown olfice al 956/216-4910 [or more information
or visil enterprise.ci.harlingen.tx.us‘downtown.htm.

FOREVER ALOE PLANTATIONS—The Valley is the aloc vera capital of
the nation. This magic healing plant is vital to the skincare industry and is heing
tested for treatment of arthritis and diabetes. Visitor center features a 15-minute
video on how this unassuming plant is grown, harvested, and processed. A variety of
aloe products are available in the gift shop. Open Mon, - Fri, 8 am. - 4 pm. On LS.
83, Altas Palmas exit. For information, call Y36/425-2383. Group tours available.
HARLINGEN ARTS & HERITAGE MUSEUM —5outh Texas history
comes alive through tours of historic Harlingen buildings, Step inside the Paso
Real Stagecoach Inn, built during the Civil War. Marvel at the vintage medical
cquipment on display in the city’s first hospital. Glimpse daily life inside the

Texas Travel Information Center in Harlingen



home of city founder Lon C. Hill, which features many original family posses-
sions. Enjoy photos from Harlingen’s heyday as an air base, plus exhibits on rail-
roads and ranching, Open Tues. - Sun, 10 a.m, - 4 p.m, Free admission. Located
off Loop 499 at Boxwood and Raintree Sts, For information, call 936/216-4906.
Group tours available.

HARLINGEN HERITAGE TRAIL—Take a walking or driving tour of
Harlingen. Cross the tracks where the town gol the nickname Six Shooter
Junction, Treat the kids lo ice cream at an old-fashioned soda [ountain, Marvel al
beautiful homes on Taylor Street, once known as Silk Stocking Row. Harlingen
Heritage Trail brochures are available at the Harlingen Area Chamber of
Commerce or al www.harlingen.comfvisitors, The brochure [ealures & map, pho-
1os, thumbnail skelches ol 38 historic propertics, and 4 limeline of key dates in
Harlingen history, For a guided Trolley Tour of 1istoric arlingen, contact
Vamonos Travel, 956/428-1392, or visit VamonosTravel.com.

HARLINGEN PUBLIC LIBRARY —More than 40 original artworks hy
established and emerging artists on display, with an emphasis on landscapes of
the Southwest and Mexico. The library also houses an extensive genealogical col-
lection and Harlingen Historical Preservation Society archives on the second
floor. Open Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - @ pm., Fri - Sun. 1 - 5 pm. At 410776 Drive,
Call 956/216-5800 for more inlo.

IWO JIMA MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM —Harlingen's Marine
Military Academy is home to the original working model of the lamous bronze
statue at Arlington National Cemetery. This stunning outdoor sculpture was
donated to the school by sculptor Dr. Felix W. de Weldon. Tt depicts the raising of
the US, ag on Iwo Jima during World War I1 The muscum features Marine Corps
memorabilia, a 30-minule [ilm, The Bartle of Iwo Jima, and a veterans’ Hall of
Fame. Texas and mililary ilems available in gift shop. Open daily 10 a.m.- 4 pm.
Next 1o Valley International Airport at 320 Iwo Jima Blvd, For information, call
956/421-9234 or visit www.mma-tx.org/museum. Group tours available,
KNAPP CHEVROLET ANTIQUE AUTO MUSEUM—Marvel al a
showroom full of antique and classic autos, including a 1929 Chevrolet, 1957 Belair
convertible, and several collectible Corvettes. Open Mo, - Fri, 9 am. - Y p; Sal.
9am.-7pm.On US. 83, Stuart Place Road exit, For information, call 936/423-
1370 or visil www.knapp-chevrolet.com.

LAGUNA ATASCOSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —See
RIO HONDO.

LOS EBANOS NATURE PRESERVYE —Visit an 82-acre, private nature
preserve [ull of birds, butterflics, gardens, and nature trails. Stroll through native
habital and lake photos [rom a blind at the ¢nd of the lake. Bird species seen
here include bull-bellicd hummingbird, great kiskadee, green jay, and plain
chachalaca. Butter(lies include giant swallowlail, blue metalmark, and

Mexican bluewing. Open Fri-Mon., 8 a.m. - § p.m.; closed major holidays.

Hours may vary in summer; calling ahead is recommended. On Texas 100
between Harlingen and Brownsville, For more information, call 956/399-9097,
Visil www.losebanospreserve.com. Admission fee.

MEXICO —Make 1t & two-nation vacation with a visit across the Rio Grande to
Mexico. The small community of Nuevo Progreso is a popular border town south-
west of Harlingen. Walk across for lunch and an afternoon of shopping tor pot-
tery, clothing, souvenirs, and more. Or, sign up with local tour operators for
affordable weekend or week-long trips to Monterrey, the Copper Canyon, and
other exciting destinations. The Iree Trade Bridge, 10 miles from Harlingen, is the
quickest and most convenient way to drive across the border and connects Lo 4
four-lane divided highway in northern Mexico.

MURALS — Harlingen, the mural capital of South Texas, has more (han 30
interesting and colorful artworks on display at locations throughout the cily. Pick
up the Harlingen Mural Guide at the Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce
for a list of mural locations and background information on these fascinating
works of art, or visit www.harlinpen.com/visitors.

PARKS —The city boasts an extensive park system with recreational facililies
for both visitors and residents. Among the city’s 25 park sites are numerous
playgrounds, gardens, nature trails, tennis courts, swimming pools and picnic
shelters. Runners and walkers enjoy the paved Hike and Bike Trail thal connects
several parks along the Arroyo Colorado. The popular 27-hole Tony Butler
Municipal Golf Course at US. T7/83 at southwest edge of cily is a golfer’s
delight. For more information, call the Parks Department, 956/427-$870 or visit
enterprise.ciharlingen.tx.us/parks.htm.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND —Harlingen is just minutes from South Padre
Island, the premicre beach resort on the Texas coast. The Tsland boasts a wide
range of fun: fishing, boating, horseback riding, restaurants, shops, and more, See
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND.

!1 GREAT PLACE TO..
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TEXAS TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER —In the Rio Grande Val-

ley of South Texas near the Texas-Mexico border at the intersection of U.S, High-

ways 77 and 83, onc of the 12 Texas Travel Information Centers operated by the

Iixas Department of Transportation for the convenience of the traveling public.

Uniformed, professional travel counselors welcome visitors and provide a wealth

of free literature, information, and suggestions to make every lexas trip more pleasant,

Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counselors expertly chart routes
to any area of 'lexas.'They point out the most convenient short-line directions, or
leisurely scenic drives to your destination, They supply comprehensive statewide
travel publications, plus detailed brochures aboul points of interest, attractions,
and recreational areas along the way. All of (hose scervices are free. Open daily
8 a.m. to 5 p.m, but beginning the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor
Day the center is open 8 a.m. Lo 6 p.m.

To speak to a professional travel counselor for travel information and trip
planning assistance, call 800/452-9292 [rom 8§ w.m. Lo 6 p.m. central time, daily.
Travelers may also call for 24-hour aulomaled road condition information and
seasonal reports on locations of scenic spring wild{lowers and fall foliage. 2021
West Harrison. 956/428-4477, www.xdol.gov,

VALLEY RACE PARK—Live grevhound racing Nov. - Apr. and simuleast
racing from the nation’s top greyhound and horse tracks 364 days a vear. Food,
beverages, and private parly rooms available. Open daily at 11 a.m. At 2601 §. Ed
Carey Dr. For information, call 956/412-RACE, or visit www.valleyracepark.com,
Admission fee.

HEMPSTEAD
Pop. 4,691 Alt. 251 Map P-19

GENERAL—County seat of Waller County. Fstablished in 1856 as railroad
town when Hempstead Town Company offered lots and blocks 1o Houston and
Texus Central Railroad as inducement for line to run through town. Because the
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railroad made it an important shipping and receiving arca during (he War
Between the States, several camps were established in the vicinity, Long known
as “Six Shooter Junction” because of an era of violence around the turn of the
century that gave it a nickname. Most notable fight shocked the nation in 1903
when U.S. Congressman John Pinckney, his brother, and two others, were gunned
down in the courthouse while meeting with prohibitionists, recent victors in an
election 1o ban booze. Heckling began, and in less than two minutes, four people
were dead. and the Waller County Courthouse was riddled with 75 shols in the
fight. Today, cconomy is primarily farms, ranches, oil and gas. The close proximity
to Houston (52 miles) offers opportunity for cosmopolilan city activities.

For water [ountains, yvard statuary, or bird baths, stop by Frazier’s Ornamen-
tal and Architectural Concrete on Business LLS. 290. They have acres of con-
crete products from estate-sized entry pieces to tabletop creations. Open daily,
except Wed.

LIENDO PLANTATION—Built in 1853 by Leonard Waller Groce. son of
Jared Groce, who was one of largest land owners in Texas. Originally a Spanish
land grant of 67,000 acres assigned to Justo Liendo, plantation’s namesake. One
0l Texas' earliest cotlon plantations. Liendo was occupied by sculptress Elisabet
Ney and her husband, Dr. Edmond Montgomery, from 1873 to 1911 Both are
buricd on the grounds, Liendo is a Texas historic landmark and is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. Private residence; however, tours offered
the first Sat. of the month at 100 & 11:30 a.m., & 1 p.m. EM. 1488 NE approxi-
mately 2.5 miles to Wyatt Chapel Rd. Turn right to entrance. Admission fee.
Not wheelchair accessible. Also, downtown is the plantation’s tearoom. For infor-
mation, call 800/826-4371.

HOUSTON.

Pop. 2,009,834 Alt. 55
GENERAL—Named after Sam Houston, general of Texas army that won inde-
pendence from Mexico and president of the Republic of Texas. The city, largest
in Texas and fourth largest in nation, has experienced phenomenal growth since
a small riverboat landing was established on Buffalo Bayou by Allen brothers in
Augusl 1836, Today, SpaceCity USA is an industrial and financial hub for much
of the state. Houslon lics on I-10. a segment of the Porls-lo-Plains Highway con-
necting the state’s heartland to coastal ports.

Institutions of higher learning include Baylor College of Medicine. Houston
Baptist Univ.. Rice Univ,, South Texas College of Law, South Texas Junior
College, Texas Southern Univ,, Univ. of Houston, Univ. of St. Thomas and Univ.
of Texas Health Science Center.

Major annual events include the Freedom Over Texas in July: and the
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Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in Mar., the largest livestock exposition in
the world. The Houston International Festival each April celebrates Houston's
multiculturalism with a 10-day outdoor festival of multicultural music, dance, arts
and crafts, and food.

Professional sporis are presented throughoul the year. Teams include the Houston
Astros, baseball; Houston Rockels and the Houston Comets, basketball; Houston
Texans, football: Houslon Dynamo, soceer; and the Houston Aeros, hockey.

For [ull details aboul Houston's abundant allractions and events, stop
at the city’s Visilor Information Center in City Hall at 901 Bagby St You can
ALKEK VELODROME —S5ite of 1989 Texas Track Championships. The
33.334 meter track is banked nine to 33 degrees. Bicyclists may ride Mar. - Oct.
Tues., Thurs. 5 - 9 p.m., Sat.,, Sun. 4 - 8 p.m.; Nov. - Feb. Mon,, Wed., Fri. 5 - 9 pm,,
Sat., Sun. 2 - 6 p.m. In Cullen Park at 19008 Saums Rd.

ALLEN'S LANDING; OLD MARKET SQUARE —Park on Buffalo
Bayou where Allen brothers arrived in 1836 to promote new real estate venture:
Houston. Several important 19th-century buildings restored; now devoted to
dining and entertainment, including great restaurants and a quaint bar in
Houston's oldest commercial building. Bounded by Travis, Milam, Congress,
and Preston sts,

ARTCAR MUSEUM - Cuslom decorated cars [eature whimsical motils
Honda motoreycle in “The Red Stiletto,” a woman's red high-heel shoe, or VW
dicsel known as “Rex Rubbil,” —a giant polyester bunny. Many of the cars par-
licipate in the annual At Car Parade. Open Wed. - Sun. 11 am, - 6 pm, AL 140
Heights Blvd. For inlormation, 713/661-5526. www.arlcarmuseum.com,
BATTLESHIP TEXAS—Sce DEER PARK.

BAYOU BEND COLLECTION —Opcraled as branch of Houston Muscum
of Fine Arts; 28-room Latin Colonial structure was home of the late Miss Ima
Hogg, daughter of James Stephen Hogg, first native-born povernor of Texas. The
collection consists of more than 4,800 works from colonial period to carly 19th
century, including furniture, paintings, metals, ceramics, plass, and textiles. The par-
dens consist of 14 acres bounded on three sides by Buffalo Bavou. Gardens are
open Sat.- Sun. | - 5 p.m., other times by appt. Admission fee. 1 Westcott St. For
more information. call 713/520-2600, www.mfah.org.

BURKE BAKER PLANETARIUM—Sce Houston Museum of Natural
Scienee,

CELEBRATION STATION — Youngsters love the entertaining games and
amusements that include go-carts, bumper boats, and lots more. Challenging
miniature goll course, Food courl, Usually open daily; however, hours vary with
the seasons. Call o verily hours. Two locations: 6767 Southwest Frwy.,
713/981-7888; or [-45 at Rankin Rd., 281/872-7778.

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL —Founded 1839, is Houston's oldest
church on original site. Contains hand-carved woodwork and fine stained-glass
windows, including one designed by Tiffany. Open by request. Noon Eucharist in
Golding Chapel. 1117 Texas Ave.

DOWNTOWN HOUSTON THEATER DISTRICT —Ilouston’s revi-
lalized central district is seeing a surge in entertainment opportunities and is
home (o the city’s world-renown Theater Distriet and beautiful city parks.
Covering 17 blocks, the Theater Distriet is home Lo cight performing arls organi-
zations and has more than 12,000 seats. www.houslontheaterdistricl.com.

Alley Theater—This is one of the oldest resident professional theater compa-
nies in the country. Recipient of the 1996 Special Tony Award, Alley premicres
have included “Jekyll and Hyde" and the “Civil War.” For information, call
T13/228-8421. www.alleytheater.org,

Bayou Place— A downtown Houston entertainment option, Bayou Place sits
in the heart of the Theater District, making it a natural stop for visitors. Bayou
Place features Verizon Wireless Theater for live music, the Angelika Film Center
and its eight theaters, several popular restaurants offering everything from bar-
becue to sushi, Slick Willies for hilliards and dancing at Have a Nice Day Café
and BAR Houston. At Texas Ave. and Smith sts.

Downtown Aquarium— An underwater dining and entertainment adventure
in downtown theater district. Features 300,000 gallons of marine life, including a
train ride through a shark tank, Dive Lounge, Aquarium Restaurant, Ferris wheel,
boardwalk games, dancing [ounlains, gilt shop and more. Restaurant open daily.
Exhibits, games and rides open Mon. - Iri. 10 am. - 10 pm., Sat. - Sun. 10 am, -
11 p.m. 410 Baghby St. For information. call 866/418-3474 or 713/223-FISLL, or visil
www.downtownaquarium.com.

The Heritage Society — Project of Harris County Heritage Society, a monu-
ment to early history of Houston; 19-acre park features eight restored historic
buildings ranging from oil field pioneer Henry T. Staiti's 17-room house built in




1905 to the 1823 Old Place, depicting carly life in Harris County. Open Mon. -
Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.; Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. For more information call 713/655-1912 or
visit www.heritagesociety.orp.

Jesse H. Jones Hall for Performing Arts—Louisiana and Capitol sts., houses
both offices and performances of Houston Symphony Orchestra, Dramatic grand
lobby features Richard Lippold’s “Gemini I1" sculpture floating in gleaming
curve toward 66-foot ceiling, Open only during scheduled events,

Museum of Texas History is sampler of Heritage Society’s collection, cover-
ing Lone Star history since 1519, Frequently changing exhibits range from
Spanish treasure to space exploration. Ioused in the adjacent building is the
Long Row, a reconstruction of a shopping strip built in 1837 that houses gift

shop and tea room that's open for lunch Mon. - Fri. Across from Texaco Heritage

Plaza at 1100 Bagbv.

Sesquicentennial Park, on Buffalo Bayou, is adjacent to the Wortham
Theater. Three-story pavilion is surrounded by cascading waterfall to pool at
monument’s base. Hike and bike trails switch back from lower bayou waterfront
boat landing to street level promenade. Gardens of azaleas and crape myrtle
trees accent magnificent view of Houston’s striking skyline.

Tranguility Park, bounded by Smith, Rusk, Bagby and Walker sts, Commem-
orates Apollo flights with two-hlock-long, 32-level fountain and towers resem-
bling rockets. Bronze plaques in 15 languages tell the Apollo story. Restiul oasis;
occasional outdoor events.

Wortham Center contains two theaters and is home to the Houston Grand
(Opera and Houston Ballet. It also hosts productions of the Society for the Per-
forming Arts, the Gilhert & Sullivan Society, Texas Chamber Society, and others.
The Grand Foyer, a 12,000-square-foot public space is actually built ahove Prairie
St. The 3.2-acre site is bounded by Texas, Smith and Preston sts. and Buffalo Bayou.
ENSEMBLE THEATRE — The oldest and most distinguished professional
theater in the Southwest devoted to the African-American experience. The
Ensemble boasts two stages and a full season of productions, At 3535 Main St.
For information, call 713/520-0055.

FUNPLEX —Indoor complex includes a roller rink, bowling, miniature golf,

GULEF COAST

arcade areas. rides. three movie sereens. and food in air conditioned comfort.
Hours vary; call for information 281/530-7777. 13700 Beechnut.

GEORGE R. BROWN CONVENTION CENTER —Located in the
heart of downtown, the facility features 853,300 sq. ft. of meeting and convention
space. It also features a plush telescopic seating arena and a first-class ballroom.
For information, call 713/833-8000, www.houstonconventionctr.com.

GULF COAST RAILROAD MUSEUM —The museum, operated by the
Gulf Coast Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, preserves and
displays a collection of equipment, artifacts and memorabilia related to the his-
tory of railroading in and around Houston, Texas, and the U.S. Some of the items
on display include a multi-bedroom sleeping car, two functional cabooses, and

a Texas-Mexican railroad locomotive, The museum’s visitor center is housed in
former Santa Fe baggage car. Open Mar. - Nov, Sal. 11 am. - 4 pm.; Sun. | - 4 pm.
AL T390 Mesa Rd. For information, call 713/631-6612. Admission [ec,

GULF GREYHOUND PARK —See TEXAS CITY-LA MAROQUE.
HOUSTON ARBORETUM AND NATURE CENTER - 155-acre
nature sanctuary with more than five miles of walking trails winding through wood-
lands, ponds, and a demonstration meadow, Interpretive Center contains Discovery
Room with interactive exhibits, aguariums, touch sereen monitors, and a 15-1t. tall

tree model. Grounds open daily 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Building hours are 9 am.- 5 p.m.

Discovery Room open Tues. - Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 pm, Located four miles west of
downtown Houston at 4501 Woodway Drive. For information, call 713/681-8433.
HOUSTON FIRE MUSEUM — Visitors see evolution of firetighting, trom
“bucket brigade” to modern firefighting vehicles. Collection includes late 19th-
century hand-drawn and operated pumper and hose reel, 1892 steam fire engine,
early 20th-century motorized pumper, and other memorabilia. Open Tues. - Sat,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. In former Houston Fire Dept. Station No. 7 at Milam and
Mellhenny sts. Admission fee.

HOUSTON TUNNEL SYSTEM—The world's largest indoor air-condi-
tioned pedestrian tunnel system, the 7-mile system of underground tunnels and
skywalks includes a variety of shops and more than 100 restaurants, Connects
65 buildings with three hotels in the downtawn area. The underground area i

visit HOUSTOﬂ 365

Houston has italll With over 5

,000 restaurants, teams in every major professional sport,

golf 365 days a year, world-class shopping, nationally renowned museum and theater districts,
cruising and the beach just a short drive, there's something fun for everyone!

Click: www.visithoustontexas.com  Call: 1-800-4HOUSTON
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Traders Village in Houston

usually open Mon. - Fri. 7 am. - 6 p.m. and s wheelchair accessible. Tours avail-
able. Maps available at Visitor Information Center, open daily 9 a.m. - 4 pm.. at
4901 Bagby. For more information, call 800/4-HOUSTON,

KUUMBA HOUSE— A non-profit, multi-cultural arts center hosting theatri-
cal, musical and dance productions. At 2600 South Loop, Suite 4738, For infor-
mation, call 713/524-1079.

LAKE—Houston. Sce LAKES listing.

LAKE HOUSTON STATE PARK—The 4,919.5 acre-park is situated at
the confluence of Caney Creek and the East Fork of the San Jacinto River. The
park includes lodges, campsites, and an equestrian area, as well as camping,
swimming, and trails for nature study, bird watching, hiking, biking, and horse-
hack riding (The park does not furnish horses). Admission fee. 281/354-6881.
MITCHELL PAVILION, THE CYNTHIA WOODS—Seze THE WOOD-
LANDS.

MINUTE MAID PARK—Home for the National League Houston Astros
baseball club. Games generally played from Apr. - Sept. The stadium, complete
with retractable toofl and a natural grass playing surface, is at the corner of Craw-
ford and Texas sts. Center. For schedule and ticket information, call 713/259-8000.

Tours of the complex are offered Mon. - Fri, 10 a.m., noon, 2 and 4 p.m. on

non-game days. I game scheduled, no tours after 2 p.m. Sat. tours 10 a.m., noon,
and 2 pam. No tours on Sat, if that is a game day, and no tours on Sun. For groups of
25 or more, please call for reservation. Tour information, 713/239-TOUR (8687).
Admission fee for tours,
MUSEUM DISTRICT —In one of Houston's most scenic areas, the Museum
District is home Lo 15 institutions, restaurants and beautiful green spaces such as
Hermann Park. The Mecom Fountain and the Sam Houston statue are must sees.
Museums in the area include:

Byzantine Fresco Chapel—This muscum [eatures 13th-century [rescoes rom
the island of Cyprus. One of the ancient freseoes depicts the Virgin Mary.
Another fresco, a dome fresco that took four years to restore, depicts Christ as
the ruler of all things. Chapel located at the corner of Branard and Yupon sts. a
few blocks from the Menil Collection. For information, call the Menil Collection
at 713/525-9400, www.menil.org.

Children’s Museum of Houston— Varietv of hands-on exhibits for children
four months to 14 vears in areas of science, history, culture, and the arts. Other
features include outdoor discovery garden and greenhouse. Open Tues. - Sat.
Ya.m. -3 p.m.; Sun. noon - 3 p.o. 1300 Binz. Admission fee, www.cmhouston.org,

Contemporary Arts Museum— A non-collecting museum dedicated to bring-
ing the cutting edge of contemporary art to the city through its vearly exhibi-
tions. Open Tues, , Wed., Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm.; Thurs. 10 am. - 9 p.m ;. Sun,
noon - 5 p.m. 3216 Montrose Blvd. 713/284-8250, www.camh.org.
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Czech Cultural Center Houston—Muscum and gallery housing valuable paint-
ings, artifacts, photography and sculpture, porcelain and crystal, music and samples
of folk arts in permanent and changing exhibitions. At 4920 San Jacinto. Admis-
sion fee. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 713/528-2060. www.czechcenter.org

Holocaust Museum Houston—TFacility is designed to be a living testimonial
to those who died, a place to honor those who survived, and a source from which
the vital education of generations now and in the future can begin. Included is &
permanent exhibit, memorial, classtooms, changing exhibil gallery, theater,
library, an interactive learning cenler, and archives repository. Open Mon. - Fri.
9 am. -5 p.m., Sat.- Sun. noon - 5 p.m. At 5401 Caroline St. www.hmh.org.

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft—Dedicated exclusively to contem-
porary craft, visitors experience excitement of handmade crafts through muse-
um-quality exhibitions, educational programs, community-based outreach initia-
tives. and the Asher Gallery. Located al 4848 Main St. Open Tues. - Sat, 10 a.m. -
5 pm.: Sum. noon - 5 pm, Free admission, 713/529-4848. www.cralthouslon.org

Houston Garden Center— Garden (rails, rose garden and center headquar-
lers, Building open Mon, - Fri. 8 a.um, - § p.m.; trails and gardens open Mon. -

Fri. 8 am. - 6 pm. (8 a.m. - & p.m. summer) Sal.,, Sun. and holidays 10 a.m. - 6 pm.
(10 am. - 8 p.m. summer). North edge of Hermann Park, 1500 Herman Dr.

Houston Museum of Natural Science—Exhibits feature space science plus
seology, archaeology. and natural history. In Hermann Park. Open Mon. - Sat.
9am.-6pm.;Sun. 11 am.-6pm. 1 Hermann Circle Dr. Admission fee.
wwwhmnsorg, Of special interest are:

Burke Baker Planctarium — 232-seat planetarium can reproduce celestial
patterns as they would be seen from any point on earth or in space. Fly into a
black hole! Zoom through constellations faster than the speed of light! Celestial
shows (fee) Mon. - Fri. 1, 2, & 3 p.m.; Sat., Sun. every half-hour 1 - 3:30 pm.
Weekend evenings feature entertaining rock and roll laser shows (fee). Planetar-
ium also houses an array of scientific exhibits. For ticket and show information,
T13/639-4629.

Cockrell Butterfly Cenfer—A six-story glass cone houses some 2,000 live
buttertlies flying freely amid a tropical rain forest. Visitars can stroll within the
25,000 square-foot area to view flowers, medicinal plants, giant trees, a 40-ft. water-
fall, and scores of exotic buttertlies. Open daily. For information, call 713/639-4600.

Lillie and Roy Cullen Gallery of Earth Science—Displays the Sams Collection
of more than 600 rare mineral specimens and hundreds of gemstones, which are
among the finest specimens in the world. Also the Cockrell Hall of Minerals with
some of the world's best examples of gems and minerals from around the glabe.
There's a Hall of Fluorescent Minerals, and a Hall of Gems and Jewelry.

Wortham IMAX Theatre—Features exciting films projected onto six-story-tall
screen. Shows are hourly Mon. - Thurs, 10 a.m. - & p.m; Fri. - Sat., 10) a.m. -

9 p.m.; Sun., noon - 8 p.m. Information, 713/639-4629,

Houston Zoo—Founded in 1922, the Houston Zoo in Hermann Park 1s home
to more than 3,500 animals, from Asian elephants and California sca lions to
okapis and Komodo dragons. Exhibits include collections of reptiles and birds
and the Wortham World of Primates, a 2.2-acre naturalistic habitat for the Zoo's
orangutans and other primates. At the McGovern Children’s Zoo's “contact
area,” visitors can experience the petting zoo. Wildlife Carousel, opened in 2004,
features 64 hand-carved and hand-painted animals representing some of the
world’s most endangered species. Admission fee is $7 for adults, 33 for seniors, $3
for children ages 3-12 and free for children 2 and under. Open daily Mar. - Scpl.
9am.- 6 pm., Oct. - Feb. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. For more information, call 713/533-6500
or visit www.houstonzoo.org.

John F. McGaovern Museum of Health & Medical Science—Muscum Leaturcs
hands-on experience for all ages. With its walk-through design of the human body.
museum allows visitors a chance to understand the body's inner workings and
how one area influences the next. The museum also features changing exhibits
throughout the year. Open Tues. - Sat. 9 am. - 5 pm., Sun.noon - 5 p.m. At 1515
Hermann Dr. For information, call 713/521-1515. Admission fee.

Japanese Garden—Designed by Ken Nakajima. world-renowned Japanese
landscape architect who designed gardens in Moscow, Montreal, and Rome.
Features Yukimi Stone Lantern, Azumaya (Tea House), and waterfalls amid
winding paths and lush exotic plants, Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 pm. In Hermann
Park. Admission fee.

Menil Museum— Collection of John and Dominique de Menil includes con-
temporary, surrealistic and 20th-century art, antiquities, Byzantine and medieval
arl, and ribal arl. Housed in architecturally significant 100.000-sq.-ft. building
designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano of Italy. Open Wed. - Sun. 11 am. -

Miller Outdoor Theatre—Performances feature a variety of entertainment



from grand opera to jazz, ballet Lo Shakespeare, musical comedy to symphonic
concerts. Qutdoor theatre in Hermann Park seats 1,750 under unusual pelygon
roof; additional seating on grass hillside. www.milleroutdoortheatre.org.

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston—The cily’s linest collection of art objects,
paintings and sculpture, visited by more than a hall-million people each year.
Accredited by American Association of Muscums. Among superb displays i
Finnigan collection of ancient art from Egypl, Greeee and Rome. Straus collec-
tion features Renaissance paintings and bronzes. Visitors will [ind Indian art of
Southwest, plus Frederic Remington’s robust masterpicees. Native arts [rom
Africa, Australia and South Pacific, plus special Junior Gallery with changing
exhibits of appeal to youngsters. Open Tues. - Wed. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Thurs.

10 a.m.- Y pm; Fri. - Sat. 10 am. - 7 pm; Sun. 12:15 - 7 pm. 1001 Bissonnet.
Fee. www.mtah.org.

The Cullen Seufpture Garden, displaving fine sculpture outdoors, is across
[rom the museum. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Rothko Chapel—Interfaith chapel houses canvasses of the late Mark
Rothko. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 3900 Yupon.

MUSEUM OF PRINTING HISTORY —From the earliest cuneiform
tublets to current headlines, the museum shows visitors how written communica-
tion has influenced the course of history. The galleries contain hundreds of rare
printing artifacts. One gallery features historical headlines documenling cvents
from Lincoln's Gettyshurg Address to the fall of the Berlin Wall, Open Tues, -
Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. At 1324 W. Clay St. 713/522-4652. Admission [ee.
NASA/SPACE CENTER HOUSTON—Pul on your space helmet and
hlast off to the most exciting, fun adventure on Earth, Out-of-this-world family
fun at NASA's official visitor center includes live shows and presentations, inter-
active exhibits, IMAX thealer, behind-the-seenes tours to the Johnson Space
Center and much more.

See actual spacecraft, like Mercury. Gemini, and Apollo capsules, and watch
astronauts train for upcoming space shuttle missions. Try on space helmets. touch
amoon rock, or land the shuttle and try a space walk on state-ol-thc-art simula-
tors. Live satellite links to NASA facilities provide up-to-date information about
current space flights and astronaut (raining activities.

Kids of all ages can jump on the moon, man the space station. drive a lunar
rover, command the space shuttle, build and launch a rocket and lots more at the
exciting Kids Space Place.

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (extended hours during summer): Sal., Sun.,
10 am. - 7 pm. Closed Christmas day. Located 20 miles southcast of downlown
Houston, 3 miles east of I-43 on NASA Road 1. For information, 251/244-2105.
Admission fee.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF FUNERAL HISTORY —Nation's laracsi
collection of funeral service memorabilia, including two dozen vehicles: horse-
drawn hearses, a tuneral sleigh, 1941 hearse/ambulance, and of special interest,

a 1915 Packard “mourning bus” that carried the casket, pallbearers, and 20 mourn-
ers al a lop speed of 15 mph. Open Mon. - Fri. 10 am. - 4 p.n.: Sat. - Sun. noon -
4 p.m. I-43 north; take Richey Rd. Exit; cross over 1-45 due west on Richey Rd.
to Ella Blvd. Turn lelt on Ella Blvd, and go three streets to Barren Springs Dr.
415 Barren Springs Dr. For information, call 281/876-3063. Admission fee.

OIL RANCH —Day ranch aclivilies include pony rides, hayrides, petting zoo,
picnicking, swimming, and much more. Take U.S. 290 30 miles northwest.

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.. Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm.; Sun, hours seasonal,
Reservations recommended. 281/859-1616.

ORANGE SHOW —Virtually impossible Lo describe, the construction of a
Houston eccentric over 26 vears, A labyrinth of outdoor and indoor passages, stairs,
and platforms amid astonishing whirligigs, wronght-iron gewgaws, colored tiles,
folk antiques, junk, and naive arl embellished with odd mottoes and parables.
Colorfully bizarre! Open Mar. - Dec. noon - 5 p.m. Sat. & Sun.; Memorial Day to
Labor Day Mon. - Fri. 9 wm. - | pm. 2402 Munger St. Admission fee, 713/926-6368.
REEF, THE —2(-acre, spring-fed lake and waler-based family park offering
facilities for scuba diving. swimming, fishing, kavaking/canoeing, picnicking and
much more, Open May 15 - Sept. 15, Mon. - Fri. 11 am. - § pm., Sal. and Sun.
Tam. -8 p.m.; Sept, 16- May 14, Sat. and Sun. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. At 4800 Schurmicr
Rd. For information, call 713/991-3483.

RELIANT PARK—Complex includes Reliant Stadium, the impressive
Reliant Astrodome, Reliant Hall (formerly known as Astrohall), Reliant Center
and Reliant Arena (formerly known as Astroarena).

Reliant Stadium is the dazzling $367 million facility that's home to the NFL's
Houston Texans. The Texans plav their home games Aug. - Dec. in this 69.500-
seat stadium that featurcs a retractable roof and natural grass field. It is ulso
home to the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. For more information, call

or
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Downtown Aquarium in Houston

713/336-7700, Parking and admission fees.

Superlatives are required to describe Relignr Astrodome. An 18-story building
would fit inside the Astrodome. It is world’s first air-conditioned domed stadium
[or baseball and football, and also accommodates basketball, boxing, conventions
and almosl any other enlertainment or sporting event,

Reliant Hall is one of the world's largest exhibition centers and the Reliant
Arena contains 6,000 theater-type scats. Reliant Center, ollers more than 700,000
square feet of single-level contiguous exposition space and 72 meeting rooms. To
reach Reliant Park, take Kirby Dr. at Loop 610 South. For tour information call
713/799-9344; or write PO Box 288, Houston 77001-0288,

SAINT ARNOLD BREWING COMPANY — A microbrewery that pro-
duces Kristall Weizen beer, an Amber Ale and Brown Ale. Brewery tour and
tasting is Sat. at 1 p.m. A1 2522 Fairway Park Dr., just outside Loop 610 near
17.5.290. For information, call 713/686-9494,

SAM HOUSTON RACE TRACK Class I race track offers pari-mutuel
wagering on live thoroughbred and quarler horse races and on off-track races
simulcast from other tracks. Beautiful 30,000-capacily grandstand incorporates
huxury suites, a private Jockey Club, and track-view dining, Racing season:
Thoroughbreds, usually Jan. - Apr. and Nov. - Dec.; Quarter Horses, usually Jul. -
Sept. On the Sam Houston Tollway (toll road) near EM. 249, For information,
call 281/807-7223,

SAN JACINTO BATTLEGROUND STATE HISTORIC SITE—Site
is adjacent to city’s northeast city limits. Four historical markers on Battleground
Rd. (Texas 134) within city attest Lo city’s claim as “Birthplace of Texas.” See
DEER PARK for park description.

SHELDON LAKE STATE PARK AND ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION CENTER—One of the last freshwaler wellands in the Greater
Houston Area, where natural conservation, recreation and education flourish,
The 2,300-acre park. including the 1,200-acre Sheldon Reservoir, is a haven for
birders and anglers alike. Trails meander around 28 dilferent ponds, offering chil-
dren fishing opportunities and picnicking. Admission fee. 281/456-9350.,

SHELL OIL COMPANY MUSEUM —Museum covers the history of Shell
(il Co. in the United States, from the early 1900s through today’s petrochemi-
cals. Displays include carly gas stalion memorabilia, models of offshore drilling
rigs. and more. Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. in the lobby of Shell’s corpo-
rate headquarters at 900 Louisiana St. For informalion, call 713/241-4900,

SIX FLAGS SPLASHTOWN —See SPRING.

TEXAS AIR ACES—See SPRING.

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER—Organized in 1945, an immense complex of
hospitals, medical and nursing schools, and resgarch institutions whose purpose is
total coordination of health education, patient care and research. More than 100
buildings occupy 650 acres in southwest Houston south of Hermann Park. Free
{ours; for information and reservations call 713/790-1136. Assistance Center In
Texas Medical Center is at 1155 Holcombe, just east of Fannin.

TEXAS ROCK GYM—It's fun! It's challenging! Learn how to rock climb
indoors on more than 6,000 square feet of simulated rock terrain. Climbing
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Statue of Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de Ia Salle in Indianola

routes for all skill levels. Private and group lessons available, as well as a forum
for speakers on related topics. Open Mon. - Thurs, noon - 10 p.m.; Fri., noon-
midnight; Sat. 10 a.m. - midnight; Sun. 10 a.m. - 8 pm, AL 9716 Old Katy Road,
Suite 102, For information, call 713/973-7625. Admission [ec.

TOYOTA CENTER—Downlown stalc-of-the-art facility is home to the
NBA’s Houston Rockets, WNBA's Houston Comets and the Houston Aeros of
the AHL. Also serves as a premier entertainment venue. For more infarmation,
visit www.nba.com/rockets.

TRADERS VILLAGE —The largest flea market on the Texas Gulf Coast!
Over 800 dealers every Sat. and Sun. year-round. It's everyone's [avorite market-
place where shoppers come for bargain hunting and also [or special events and
festivals like the Indian powwow, chili and barbecue cook-ofls, Cajun festival, car
shows and auto swap meets. Discover great restaurants. I's fun for the whole
family, with rides for the kids. You'll also [ind an on-site RV park. No admission
fee; nominal parking fee. Market open every Sat. & Sun.; RV park open daily,
7979 N. Eldridge. For information, 281/890-5501).

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER—A first stop for any trip Lo Space
City USA. Interactive displays, unique Houston souvenirs, helpful stafl and
maps, brochures and schedules of Houston events are available at visitor cenler
operated by the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau in City Hall,
Open daily Y a.m. - 4 p.m, 901 Bagby St. For information, call 713/227-3100 or
800/4-HOUSTON or visit www,visithoustonlexas.com.

HUMBLE

Pop. 14,579 Alt. 96 Map Q-21/PP-15

GENERAL —Just ¢ast of Houston Intercontinental Airport, lown was named
after founder, pustmaster and Justice of the Peace, P. S. Humble in 1886. In 1904,
oil was discovered; by 1905, town was a “boom town.” In 1909, local feed store
owner Ross Sterling along with a few others founded Humble Ofl & Refining
Co. (now Exxon).

Drilling for oil in 1912, artesian walcr was discovered. The precious water
was used in bathhouses for oil ficld workers and piped to nearby houses. Today
site of historic Lambrecht Town & Artesian Well.

HUMBLE HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Features oil field equipment, farming
tools; home furnishings and clothing of early families; historic photographs. Open
Tues., Wed., Fri. 10 a.m. -4 pm,, Thurs. & Sat. 10 am. -2 p.m., at 219 Main St.
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LAKE — Houston. See LAKES listing.

MERCER ARBORETUM AND BOTANICAL GARDENS—
Nationally recognized 250-acre facility along Cypress Creek that features Gulf
Coast’s largest display of native and cultivated plants. Includes more than 20 dif-
ferent gardens, five miles of nature trails, picnic area and new playground avail-
able. Summer hours: Open Mon. - Sat. § a.m. - 7 p.m,, Sun, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Winter
hours: Open duily 8 a.m. - 5 pm. Closed Thanksgiving Day. Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day and New Years Day. 22306 Aldine Westlicld Rd. 281/443-8731.
www.hepdnet/mercer

INDIANOLA
Pop. 125 (est.) Alt. 6 Map T-19

GENERAL—In the 1840s German colonists landed, led by Prince Carl of
Solms-Braunfels (see NEW BRAUNFELS). In the 1850s an army depot sup-
plicd the frontier forts of all Texas. Here two shiploads of Arabian camels land-
cd, beginning that imaginative experiment of Jefterson Davis, Warchouses stored
ice, winter-cut on the Great Lakes, prized during Texas summers,

The bustling, prosperous town survived shelling, capture and recapture dur-
ing the Civil War, yellow fever epidemics, and a storm thought scvere in 1866. In
1875, a hurricane wreaked havoc, killing 300 residents and destroying three-
fourths of the city.

Residents rebuilt community, but 11 years later another storm completely
destroved the city. The county seat, in name, was moved to Port Lavaca.

Today the tide laps at a few stones of the courthouse foundation. Inches ahove
the smooth sand, outlines of a few shatlered concrete cisterns remain. Some fish-
ermen’s homes have come of late, and the state has erected a histarical marker; a
solitary Tose granite statue of Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, The French
explorer was first to leave a bool print on the sands of Indianola more than 300
vears ago. Today his stone likeness surveys the same featureless, unmarked sands,

KATY i -
Pop 11,775 Alt. 145 Map Q-20

GENERAL —First sllled in 1872, the town square was laid out in 1843, The
city was named [or the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. William Eule intro-
duced rice farming Lo the dry-land farmers in 1901, and rice replaced cotton,
peanuts, and corn. Today, Katy is still renowned as a rail and rice farming center
and is also known for one of the largest gas fields in the state. Katy's city limits
are in three counties— Harris, Waller, and Fort Bend. Proximity to Houston pro-
vides the city with all the benefits inherent to a big city, yet allows residents to
enjoy the community life of a small hometown. Numerous parks provide recre-
ational opportunities throughout the city.

The Katy Heritage Society restored the old MKT Depot and is open by
appointment only.

Shoppers find bargains at Katy Mills mall and the Bass Pro shops at 1-10 and
Katy - Ft. Bend Rd.

The area on the Katy Prairie is excellent [or hunting, bird watching, and
nature study. The chamber of commerce can provide additional information
at 281/391-2422.
FORBIDDEN GARDENS —This unique muscum is the only one of its kind
in the U.S. Two large exhibits recreate the Forbidden City and the tomb of the
first emperor of China. Emperor Qin, on 40 acres. The outdoor museum is
designed to educate the public on Chinese history. Visitors arc led to a 1:20-scale
replica of the Forbidden City, home and office for 24 emperors from the 14th
through the early 20th centuries. Buildings, landmarks, and monuments of the
walled-in capital re- create the mysterious past of Lthe Middle Kingdom. Open
Fri. - Sun. 10 am. - 5 p.m. (Group tours available other days by appointment
only). At 23500 Franz Rd. Take the Grand Parkway exit off I-10, left on Franz
Rd less than one mile to entrance. Fur information, call 281/347-8000 or visit
www.forbidden-gardens.com. Admission fee.
HERITAGE PARK—Restored historical buildings, including the Wright Muse-
um, Featherston House, and old Post Office, Open [irst Sat. of the month from
10 am. -1 pm. At 814 East Avenue. For information, 281/391-8122. Admission fee.
VETERANS MEMORIAL MUSEUM —“The .1 Joe Museum”™ in
V.EW. Park features exhibits of every [oreign conflict involving the TUS. Tt
also recalls the careers of the 130-VEW group, which includes men and women
from every branch of the armed [orees who served in combat. Open weekends
noon - 3 p.m. At 6202 Sixth St. For information, call 281/391-8387. Contributions
appreciated.




Forbidden Gardens in Katy

KEMAH -
Pop. 2,330 Alt. 24 Map R-22/TT-17

GENERAL —[stablished in 1824 by Michael Gouldrich, one of Stephen -
Austin’s original 300 colonists. when he received a Mexican land grant. Tn 1898,
the Texas & New Orleans Railroad extended track lines through the area, and
the township of Evergreen was established. The village was destroved by a hurri-
canc in 1900, bul rebuilt in 1901, The town was renamed Kemah (Indian for “fac-
ing the wind”) in 1907. Commercial fishing and tourism helped increase the
town’s population in the carly 20th century, Today, the city is a destination point
that welcomes millions of visilors each year,

Annual cvents include the July 4th Parade and Fireworks, the Blessing of the
Fleet in Aug,, Steel Drum Festival in Oct.. Christmas in Kemah and Tree
Lighting Ceremony in Nov., and Christmas Boat Lane Parade in Dec.

For more information contact the Kemah Visitor Center, located at 603
Bradlord, by calling 877/773-3624 or visit www.kemah net.

KEMAH BOARDWALK —Stroll along the boardwalk and watch the hoats
ply the waters of Galveston Bay, The boardwalk features several themed restau-
rants, retail and specially shops, a hotel, a water garden. dancing fountains, inter-
active Sting Ray petling reef, and a specialty aquarium restaurant featuring a
50,000 gallon tank full of tropical fish. Amusement rides include a 65-ft. Fertis
wheel, a carousel, and a gas-powered train that travels throughoul the entire
boardwalk for a scenic tour of the complex. Also street performers and midway
games [or (he entire family, Live music available. Open daily; closed Christmas
Day and Thanksgiving Day, From 1-45, take NASA Rd. | east to Texas 146; south
on Texas 146, 281/533-8100. www.kemahboardwalk.com

KINGSVILLE

Pop. 25,575 AL 66 Map V-17

GENERAL —Located in the Wild Horse Desert, just west of the Gull of
Mexico, and the birthplace of the American ranching industry. Established on
Fourth of July 1904 as the first St. Louis, Brownsville, and Mexico Railroad
pulled through town, Land was donated by Mrs. Henrietta King of the famous
King Ranch, Kingsville became Kleberg County seat in 1913,

Today the cily is a birding and wildlife hotspot, with more than one million
acres of habitat. Kingsville is home (o the King Ranch, Naval Air Station Kings-
ville, Texas A&M-Kingsville, and the agricultural and ranching industries.

Visitors find an array of boutiques and antigue shops nestled in downtown
historic buildings featuring western wear, leather goods, cralls. jewelry, home-
baked goods and gift shops. To receive a calendar of festivals and events, call
H00/333-5032 or visit www.historic-kingsvilletx.com.

DEPOT TRAIN MUSEUM —Restored 1904 Depol Museum in downtown
Kingsville displays artifacts and history highlighting the ruilroads’ impact on the
city. A reproduction of the original 1904 bandstand sits next o the museum (o
ofler a shady respite for visitors. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am. - 4 pm. 104 E. Kleberg
St. 331/392-8316. No admission fee.

JOHN E. CONNER MUSEUM —Hall of South Texas History has dis-
plays of Indian, Spanish, Mexican, and pioneer Texan cultures; runching and agri-
cultural cquipment. railroads, and land promation. Gallery of changing exhibils,

Kleberg Hall of Natwral History features plants and animals of South Texas
in natural habitats; Discovery Area has specimens for “hands-on” ¢xamination,
Open Mon, - Sal, Y a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Next doar is Peeler Hall of Horns (open
Mon. - Sal. 1 - 5 p.m.) [eaturing 264 mounts of North American game,

Santa Gertrudis St on campus of Texas A&M-Kingsville just west of
Armstrong St. 361/595-2810.

KENEDY RANCH MUSEUM OF SOUTH TEXAS —Beautifully
restored building of the Kenedy Pasture Company, visitors learn about Mifflin
Kenedy and his family, and how their lives were interwoven with the history of
what was the untamed land known as the Wild Horse Deserl, Hear the story of
three generations of Kenedys that played such an important role in South Texas
history and whose legacy of philanthropy continues to benefit Texans today.
Located 20 miles south of Kingsville off U.S. 77 in Sarita, at 200 E. La Parra Ave.
Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.: Sun. noon - 4 p.m, Admission fee. 361/294-5751.
2 wwwkenedyranchmuscum.org

% KING RANCH—National Historic Landmark established in 1853 when Capl.
S Richard King purchased 75.000 acres that had been Spanish land grant called
Santa Gertrudis. Now-famous Santa Gerlrudis breed, [irst strain of beef cattle
originating in Western Hemisphere, was developed here. Today, King Ranch
sprawls across 825,000 acres of South Texas land, an area larger than the state

of Rhode Tsland. Tt remains a working ranch with 60,000 head of cattle and 300
quarter horses.

Histarical and guided tours are offered daily. Nature tours showease the ranch’s
abundant wildhile and birds. Available by reservation. Special group Lours are
also available. King Ranch Visitor Center is open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 pm., Sun.
noon - 3 p.m. Entrance is immediately west of Kingsville off Texas 141. Please
call 361/592-8035 for tour inlormation and reservations. Admission fee.

KING RANCH MUSEUM —In restored downtown ice plant, museum fea-
tures excellent ranch photos by award-winning photographer, Toni Frissell. Also
collections of antique coaches, vintape cars. saddles. and other historic ranch
items. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.: Sun. 1 - § pm. 403 N, Sixth St. Admission
fee. 361/595-188]1.

KING RANCH SADDLE SHOP—Unsuccessiul in purchasing quality
saddles and leather goods in the marke(place, King began operating his own sad-
dlery shop more than 120 years ago [or use of his men, the “Kinefios.” Through
the years, the shop has outlitled governors, presidents, and foreign heads of state.
Today shop offers 4 varicly ol leather goods. Open Mon, - Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 pm.
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Little Graceland in Los Fresnas

In historic Raglands Building. downtown. 201 E. Kleberg, 361/393-5761 or
SO0282-KING.

PARKS —City parks include swimming pools, tennis courts, picnic areas, and
playprounds. Dick Kleberg Park, 211 acres in grove of trees beside a lazy creek,
features picnic tables, grills. Loop 428 near south edge of city. 361/593-8391.

LK. Northway Exposition Center/Park has tennis courts, ball fields, and play-
ground. Off LLS. 77 at south edge of city.

Kaufer-Hubert Memorial Park & Sea Wind RV Resort, Riviera Beach, and
Loyola Beach arc saltwater recreational areas on upper reaches of Baffin Bay
southeast of Kingsville. Baffin Bay opens into Laguna Madre along Gulf Coasl,
renowned for saltwater trout and red drum fishing. Kaufer-Hubert Memorial
Park & Sca Wind RV Resort has boat ramp, 134-unit campground, recreation
room, swimming heach, picnic shelters, tables, grills, playground, fishing picr,
and other amenities (361/297-3738). Fishing pier and bail-tackle shop also
available at Riviera Beach Park, From U.S. 77 south, access to parks via
FM. 628 and EM. 771.

VISITOR CENTER - For information on city attractions, accommodations, and
events, visit the center. 17.8. 77 at Corral St., Mon. - Fri. 9 am. - 5 pm.,; Sat. & Sun.
10 am. - 2 pm. Call 800/333-5032 or 361/592-8516. www.kinesvilletexas.com.

LA PORTE .
Pop. 31,880 Alt. 28 Map Q-22/55-17

GENERAL—Given its name “The Door™ by French settlers in 1389 when the
city was founded on upper Galveston Bay. Deep-walcr port and petrochemical
industries coexist in harmony with pleasant residential environment and
hayshore resorts.

Home of Houston Yacht Club, sccond oldest yacht club in the US, Also home
of the Sylvan Beach Festival, held on Galveston Bay, the last Saturday in April.

Details about events, free maps, directions, literature, accommodations and
dining information provided daily by the La Porte-Bayshore Chamber of Com-
merce, 712 W. Fairmont Pkwy. 281/471-1123. www.laporlechamber.org,
PARKS —City parks offer several swimming pools, athletic complexes and a rodeo
arcna. Little Cedar Bayou Park, on 8th St., has picnicking, sports fields, and swim-
ming pool with 6-foot-deep wave pool with 10-minute intcrvals of wave action.
SYLVAN BEACH PARK—32-acre counly park al silc of famous resort!
dance pavilion of the 1920s-30s. Modern air-conditioned pavilion overlooks
Galveston Bay; fishing pier, launch ramp, playground, picnic arcas for families
or large groups. At park entrance, caboose and depot from old Houslon-
Galveston-San Antonio railroad serves as Heritage Society's showcase for mem-
orabilia of city and area. Depot open 2nd Sun, of month 2 - 3 p.m.

LOS FRESNOS
Pop. 4,512 Alt. 31 Map Z-17/AA-20

GENERAL—Located in south central Cameron County, the town was named
for the [resnoy (ash) trees scattered in the woods and along streams. In 1912, Lon
C. Hill. an early land owner, formed a company to develop a canal system ihat
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would use the Rio Grande River to irrigate land for farming. Railroad construc-
tion in the carly 1900 began to bring settlers to the area, and by 1915 a post office
was cstablished. Because of the fertile, irrigated land. farm products increased
and, with the long growing season in the Valley, tarming flourished. Today the
city is still surrounded by fertile farmiranch land. Major crops are cotlon, sugar
cane, sorghum, and citrus.

For information on events, accommodations, and dining [acilitics, and other
area happenings, contact the Los Fresnos Area Chamber of Commerce at
956/233-4488,

LITTLE GRACELAND —Contains large collection of Elvis Presley memora-
bilia, including photos, posters, watches, and more. The owner served in the US.
Army with Elvis while stationed in Germany. Al times during the vear, there are
Elvis impersonator contests, Usually open weekends; otherwise by appointment.
West Ocean Blvd. (Texas 100) downtown. For information, write Rt. 1, Box 94,
Los Fresnos, TX 78566. For information, 956/233-5482, Admission [ee,

M AT H I S —
Pop. 5.034 Alt. 1671 Map U-17

GENERAL—Established in 1885, town is commercial center for agricultural
area featuring livestock and cotton, also producing large quantities of grain
sorghum, flax, and varicd truck crops. San Patricio County has extensive oil pro-
duction, many pelrochemical plants. Mathis is major gateway to Lake Corpus
Christi and to a popular slatc park on its shores.

LAKE —Corpus Christi. Sce LAKES listing.

LAKE CORPUS CHRISTI STATE PARK—On the southeastern shore
of the 14,000-acre lake, the state park offers a wide variety of land and water
recreation. Facilities on 350 acres of parkland include utility-equipped campsites,
rest rooms and showers, and screened shelters. Visitors enjoy fishing, swimming,
and boating, Park Road 25 off Texas 339 about 6 miles south of Mathis,
Admission [ce. 361/547-2635.

MONT BELVIEU

Pop. 2,324 i

Alt. 48  MapQ22

GENERAL—Located on a salt dome in Chambers County, the community was
established in 1844 as Barbers Hill. Postal authorities suggested 1 name change
lo Mont Belvieu to avoid confusion with other offices of similar names. The com-
munity lav quictly as a center for farming and cattle-raising until oil was discov-
ered in 1916, Though this carly discovery was of limited dimensions, land lease
speculators quickly grabbed up leases, buving and selling at a frenzy, In 1926,
wildcatter Mills Bennett tapped into the first gusher production. The salt-dome
storage capabilities were initiated in the 1950s and expanded. Today products
processed through the grand underground caverns are shipped worldwide. pro-
viding the life-blood for nearly all of the petrochemical industry. On I-10, the city
is closely tied to the Houston-Baytown arca,

MONT BELVIEU-BARBERS HILL MUSEUM —Located in the city
complex and built around a topographical exhibit depicting Barbers Hill as it
might have been in the 1920s and 1930s. Featured in the many displays are pho-
tographs and artilacls [rom carly settlers, the ranching days, the oil indusiry, and
much more. Open Tues. and Thurs. 10 a.m. - 2 pm., Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. From
1-10, take exit 800 north on EM. 3180 to the city complex at the corner of

M. 563 and EM. 3180, For information, call 281/385-1706,

NEDERLAND
Pop. 17,422

GENERAL—In the late 1800s, Arthur Stillwell, owner of the Port Arthur
Townsite Company. constructed a railroad from Kansas Cily to Lake Sabine and
gave many ol the lowns along the way Dutch names because of financial backing
in Holland. 1t was his hope that Nederland become a transplanted Dutch settle-
ment. While many Dutch did settle here, people also came from other parts of
‘lexas and the United States. On December 24, 1897, Robert Gilham, civil engi-
necr, filed a certificate describing the finished survey for the Nederland townsite.
Rice farming, truck farming, and dairy farming played an important role in the
settlement. But growth began in earnest with discovery of the Spindletop Oil
Field, just seven miles north, in 1901, See BEAUMONT.

For information on dining, accommodations, and evenls, contact the Neder-
land Chamber of Commerce at 1513 Boslon Avenue, call 409722-0279 or visit
www.nederlandtx.com.



LA MAISON DES ACADIENS MUSEUM —Suon aller settlement
began, many French came to the area from South Louisiana. The museum pays
tribute 1o those early French settlers, and it was built as a replica of carly Acadi-
an homes. Open Tucs. - Sun, afternoons Mar. - Labor Day; rest of year open
Thurs. - Sun. afternoons. In Tex Ritter Park in the 1500 block of Boston Ave.
WINDMILL MUSEUM - Built to preserve Dutch heritage; 23-foot blades
revolve. Artifacts dating from city’s [ounding exhibited on three floors; also
mementos of famed country singer, Tex Ritter, who lived in Nederland during
part of his bovhood vears, The 1952 Olympic Gold Medal won in Finland hy
native son W.F, (Buddy) Davis is also displayed. Open Tues. - Sun. afternoons
Mar. - Labor Day; rest of year open Thurs. - Sun. afternoons; in Tex Ritter Park
in 1300 block of Boston Ave. For information, call 409/723-1545.

ORANGE B
Pop. 18,643 Map P-24/LL-18
GENERA.L—Texas' easternmost city on the Sabinc River boundary with
Louisian; established 1836, the year of Texas” independence. Named for land-
mark of wild orange groves on banks of the Sabine, as cited by carly French and
Spanish boatmen. Today Orange is both a recreational and industrial portal to
Texas. Abundant fresh- and saltwater fishing: hunting and bird-walching in vast
coastal marshes,

Mileage marker 880 in Orange County, Texas, is the highest numbered in
the nation,

A walking tour map of downtown, available [rom (he Canvention & Visitors
Bureau at 803 Green Ave.. highlights such siles as the central fire station where
an antique fire engine and firefighting memorabilia are displayed, plus other his-
toric or inferesting structures.

For additional information on the cily's accommodations, dining [acilitics,
and events, call 8D(/528-4906, or visil www.orangetexas.org.

ADVENTURES 2000—Boal tours of Blue Elbow Swamp in Orange, con-
ducted by hialogist Ellis Tate. All trips begin in the moss-draped cypress swamps,
and the Sahine wilderness arcas and include incredible scenery and the swamp's
natural habitants. Exit 878, [-10 South [rontage road. 409/988-9342. Admission [ee.
BROWN CENTER OF LAMAR STATE COLLEGE, THE—Buill as
family residence for oilman Edgar Brown, whose wile wanted a Southern Planta-
tion house like “Linden” in Natchitoches, La. Brown re-created the house where
the family resided. The property was given to Lamar State College by the Brown
family where it is used as a conference center today. Open Mon. - [ri. 9 am. -

4:30 p.m. 4203 Park Ave. 409/883-2939. Admission fee.

CHEMICAL ROW —Miles-long complex of modern plants producing myriad
products derived [rom petroleum. An impressive drive day or night on EM, 1006
south and southwest,

COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE —Excellent 200-seat little theater with sev-
eral productions a vear; summer children’s theater. Inquire locally Lor schedule,
700 Division St

Texas Travel Information Center in Orange
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Lake Corpus Christi Stale Park near Mathis

FARMER’S MERCANTILE —[abulous browsing among incredible varicty
of farm, ranch and agricultural items on display, from horse collars and 19th-cen-
tury cream crocks to modern hybrid seeds and pH soil testers; 6th and Division
sts. For information, call 4(9/883-2941,

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—lis vpalescent glass dome and
stained-glass windows are worth visiting. The modilied Greek Revival architec-
lure is strikmg The exterior is native Texas pink granite; lamppuosls are bronze,
Nupoleonic Second Empire Period. At 902 W. Green Ave. 409/883-2097.
hitp:208.17.151.189¢poy.

HERITAGE HOUSE MUSEUM —Large, rambling, two-story structure
built as home in 1902; listed in the National Register of Historic Places and desig-
nated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. Changing historical exhibits plus
authentic room settings with period furnishings. Open Tues. - Fri. 10 am. - 4 pm.
Closed holidays, 903 W. Division St. 409/856-5383.
www.heritagehouseoforange.org, Admission fee.

LAKE — Sabine. See LAKES listing.

LUTCHER THEATRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS—The 1.500-
scal theater of spectacular modern design showcases concerts, musical comedics.
opera and drama. Inquire locally for current schedule; Tth and Main St. down-
town. For information, call 409/886-5335. www.lutcher.org.

PINEY WOODS COUNTRY WINES—Specializing in wines from local-
Iy arown fruits, berrics, and Muscadine grapes, takes name from location in the
piney woads. The winery is set among park-like woods, orchards and vineyards.
Usually open for tasting year-round Mon. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 pm., Sun. 1:30 -
5:30 pm. (Some weekend and vacation closings, call ahead for contirmation
4[19/883-3408. )

PORT OF ORANGE —Deep-water terminal 42 miles inland at junction of
Sahine-Neches and Gull Inlracoastal Waterway. Port not open (o casual visitors,
but views available along Border St from downtown.

STARK MUSEUM OF ART —Facility created to showcase vulslanding
collections, Changing exhibits plus paintings of Taos School of New Mexico,
works of Audubon, Remington hronzes, Steuben crystul. poreelain sculpture,
Indian arl and artifacts. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm. 712 Green Ave.
409/883-6661, www.starkmuseum.org.

SUPER GATOR AIRBOAT TOUR—Travcl (hrough the beauty of the
swamplands with giant cypress trees, Spanish moss, swamp [lowers, and bird Life,
Tours available Apr. - Dee, 10 am., 12 pm.. 2 p.m. and 4 pm. Other months, weather
permitting. 106 E. Lutcher. 800/241-6390. www.pnx.com/gator!. Admission [ee.
TEXAS TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER—In Southeast Texas al the
lexas-Louisiana state line on East I-10, one of the 12 Texas Travel Information
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Armand Bayou Nature Center in Pasadena

Centers operated by the Texas Department of Transportation for the conven-
ience of the traveling public. Uniformed, professional travel counselots welcome
visitors and provide a wealth of free literature, information, and suggestions to
make every Texas Lrip more pleasant,

Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counselors expertly chart routes
to any area of Texas. They point out the most convenient short-line directions, or
leisurely scenic drives to your destination. They supply comprehensive statewide
travel publications, plus detailed brochures about points of interest, altractions,
and recreational areas along the way, All of those services are free, Open daily
8 a.m.to 5 p.m., bul beginning the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor
Day the center is open 8 a.m. to 6 pum,

To speak to a professional travel counsclor for travel information and (rip
planning assistance, call 800/452-9292 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m, central time, daily.
Travelers may also call for 24-hour automaied road condition information and
seasonal reparts on locations of scenic spring wildflowers and fall foliage. 1708
East 1-10. 409/883-9416, www.xdot.oov.

USS ORLECK—The USS Orleck was built in Orange in 1945 hy
Consolidated Steel Corp. The 390-foot Gearing Class destroyer served in Korea,
Vietnam and the Gulf War, She was transferred to the Turkish Navy in 1982 and
renamed the TCG Yucetepe and remained in service until 1998. The following
year the ‘Turkish Navy donated the ship to the Southeast Texas War Memarial
and Heritage Foundation [or usc as a museum, and she’s now undergoing the
restoration process, Currenlly visitors can tour the outside decks only. 400 block
of Front Ave. 409/883-8868. www.ussorleck.org. Admission fee,

W.H. STARK HOUSE—QOpened in 1981 after 1()-vear restoration, the 15-
room, 1894 Viclorian mansion is a dislinctive example of the era’s architectural
elegance. Period furnishings accenled by displays of superb cut glass, rare porce-
lains, imported bronzes and Oriental antiques. Visitation by tour only (includes
stair climbing); reservations udvisable. Tours start at Carriage House; no children
under 14: each child 14 and vver is the responsibility of one adull. Tours Tues. -
Sal.al 10,11 & 11:30 am,, 1,2, & 3 pm. 610 W, Main St. at Stark Civie Complex.,
409/383-0871. www.whslarkhouse.ora, Admission fee.

PALACIOS
F'op 5,153 Alt. 17
GENERAL—Founded 1903, in arca named by shipwrecked Spaniards who sup-
posedly saw a vision of tres palacios (three palaces) as they swam (o shore, Fishing
is dominant industry, both sport and commercial, along with sealvod processing
plants. The part is home (v Lhe largest fishing fleet on the Texas Gull Coast.

An attractive bay[ront park that stretches along Tres Palacios Bay offers
palm trees, picnicking Lacilities. and a spectacular 1.5-mi, railed walkway at
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Map T-19

water’s edge. Other [catures includes Lhree fishing piers—one with covered
pavilion, fishing jetty, and boat ramps.

HISTORIC INN —Luther Hotel—Built in 1903; a recorded Texas historic
landmark; served as headquarters for early land developers. During heyday, for-
mally attired orchestra played at mealtimes along rambling front porch (since
razed), then said to be the Iaugut in Texas. Still accepting guests. On Bayshore
between 4th and Sth sts,

MARINE FISHERIES RESEARCH STATION —Rescarch facility
where studies include adaptability of sallwater species to [reshwater. Tours are of
interest to those with knowledge of marine biology. Appoiniment advisable. West
7.5 miles on Texas 33, south 5.3 miles on Well Point Rd.

PARKS —Free, lighted fishing piers, public boat ramps, paved scaside walkway,
playgrounds, birding observation decks, and & (commercial) camping area d]OnU
the bayshore drive.

TOURIST INFORMATION — Palacios Chamber of Commerce, 420 Main St.,
361/972-2615. www.palacioschamber.com

PASADENA

Pop. 141,674 AL 35 Map Q-21/55-16

GENERAL —Nam is Spanish for “Land of Flowers.” chosen for blooming
meadows along Vinee's Bayou. Bayou [igured prominently in Battle of San
Jacinto. Now a 1;31dc|1tml communily closely tied 1o the petrochemical and ship-
ping industrics along the Houston Ship Channel. Town became a rural post
office in 1900, mushroomed into bustling residential suburb and continued to
grow with risc of Houston, Home of San Jacinto Junior College and Texas
Chiropractic College. Northeast is site of capture of Gen. Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna al Battle of San Jacinlo,

ARMAND BAYOU NATURE CENTER 2500 acre nature preserve in
southeast Harris County at the southern end of city, very close to Space Center
Houston. The preserve is in the Ceniral Flyway. which is the largest migratory
bird route in North America. More than 220) species of birds may be seen at the
Nature Center and more than 350 species of wildlife. The preserve encompasses
three major ceosystems: hardwood Lorest, tall grass prairie and the estuarine
bayou. Visitors can enjoy a bird blind with interpretive material, more than five
miles of trails and a turn-of-the- century farm site. Weekend visitors may cnjoy
demonstrations, and guided walks. Open Wed. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun. noon -
5 p.m. Closed Mon. & Tues, and major holidays. 8500 Bay Area Blvd, (7 mi, cast
of [-43.) Cull 281/474-2551.

HERITAGE PARK— A newly dedicated area featuring two homes in their
original locations. Both the Pomeroy House. built in 1906, and Anna's House,
built in 1928, are [eatured with the William Parks “Strawberry House,” recently
relocated to this park, A museum collection [eatures local history from pioneer
times to the present. Open Wed. - Fri, 9:30 am, - 2:30 p.m.; Sat., 930 am. - 5 pm.;
Sun.. 1 - 5 p.m. Group fours arc welcome, 204 Main al Eagic streets (one block
south ol lexas 225, use Shaver St. Exit). 713/477-7237

PEARLAND S
Pop. 37,640 Alt. 55 Map R-21/TT-15

GENERAL—First established as Mark Bell in 1893 in northern Brazoria
County; name changed to Pearland for abundance of pear trees in the area,
Although growth was slow, city survived the 1900 Galveston hurricane. Oil and
gas discoveries ncarby helped swell the population in 1934, lts proximity to
Houston has paralleled growth in the area. The city is 15 minutes equidistantly
between the Houston Medical Center and the Johnson Space Center, and 45
minutes from Galveston Beach, but maintains its country-style living, It was
named a 1999 All-America City by the National Civic League.

Far additional information on accommodations, events, and restaurants,
contact the Pearland/Hobby Chamber of Commerce at 3501 Liberty Drive, or
call 281/483-3634,

COLE’'S ANTIQUES AND FLEA MARKET—Covers more than 40 acres
with morc than 600 dealers [rom across the state. Open six days a week § am. - 5 pm.
(closed Wed.). Located at 1014 N. Main St. (Texas 35), just south of Beltway 8,
SRI MEENAKSHI TEMPLE —Rising from the flat, coastal plains in Brazoria
County, this Texas Hindu temple resembles the way temples look in southern
India. It provides a spiritual base for many Houston-area Hindus, For tour infor-
muation, call 281/489-0338, or visit www.meenakshi.org. At 17130 McLean Rd.



PORT ARANSAS

Pop. 3,370 Map V-18/JJ-21
GENERAL—On Mustang Island, reached by causeway and 24-hour free ferry
service; one of the most popular tourist destinations on Gulf Coast. English set-
ter built ranch house on site in 1835; later developed as fishing village. Spring
and summer visitors swell population by thousands. Condos. resorts, motels, cot-
tages, beach houses, outstanding fresh scafood shops and restaurants, boutiques,
fishing tackle and supplies. superb open beaches and U.S, Coast Guard Station.

Port Aransas and Mustang Tsland have numerous sites on the Great Texas
Coastal Birding Trail, which extends from Brawnsville to Orange along the Texas
coast. The trail is co-sponsored by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depariment and
the Texas Department of Transportation,

BIRDING —Texas has four of the country’s top 12 bird watching sites, and Port
Aransas ranks near the top of the list. Thousands of migratory and resident birds
can be seen at area birding locations. Migratory species such as hummingbirds, war-
blers, flycatchers and orioles (1o name a few) join resident herons, gulls, egrets, and
roseate spoonbills on Muslang Island for a brief rest before taking fight for their
spring and fall migration. In addition to bird and native South Texas plant life, the
Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center is hame to “Boots,” a six-fool alligator, who
is occasionally seen basking in the sun. The Joan & Scoit Holt Paradise Pond, off
Cut-OIf Road, gives visitors the opportunity to relax, watch and listen to birds
and ducks [rom scenic, shaded boardwalks. Visitors Lo the Port Aransas Wetlands
Habitat Park can use the popular boardwalk and gazebo for a fantastic view of
shorebirds like plovers and egrets. All centers ure open daily. The Port Aransas
Visitor Center has brochures listing species of birds likely to be viewed and addi-
tional information on birding in the arca,

FISHING — Advertised as place “wherc they bile every day,” each season
offers variety of species to tempt anglers. Free [ishing is available from the
beaches and jetties, as well as three lighted piers which extend into the Corpus
Christi Ship Channel: the Charlie’s Harbor Pier, IP. Luby Pier and Ancel
Brundrett Pier. Anglers may use the Horace Caldwell Pier, which is lighted and
stretches into the Gulf of Mexico, for $1 per day. Catches may include redfish,
red snapper, shark, speckled and sand trout, sheepshead, gafftop, croaker, skip-
jack, and drum. Group boats provide bay and deep-sea fishing. Kingfish, macker-
el ling, pompano, bonito, red snapper, luna, warsaw, shark and mahi mahi often
caught in offshore waters. For boal owners, docking facilities and several free
launching ramps.

Fishing tournaments span the calendar Jun.-Sept., including tarpon, billfish,
and surl fishing tourneys. The Deep Sea Roundup. held in July, is the oldest fish-
ing tournamenl on the Gulf Coast.

HISTORIC INN—Tarpon Inn—Vintage wooden structure dates from 1836;
still popular and completely restored. Tarpon scales decorate the lobby and fea-
ture signatures of famous guests, including Franklin D. Roosevelt and Duncan
[ines, who spent his honeyvmoon here. 26 rooms with private baths, 361/749-5553,
MUSTANG ISLAND STATE PARK —3,474 acres of sand dunes. sea oats,
and beach morning glory with five miles of Gulf beach [rontage offering the best

University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas

LOONLNTATILS NIATY

Texas-lsnd Style

of seaside camping, surting, fishing, swimming, and shell collecting! Multiuse
campsites with hookups plus large beach area for primitive camping. Other facil-
itics include picnic arbors, rest rooms, showers, and dump station. Rewarding
bird-watching for abundant shore and migratory birds. Fourteen miles south of
Port Aransas on Texas 361 Admission fee. 800/792-1112,

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MARINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE—
Research facility with visitor center includes aguariums with Gulf marine life
and plants. Movies shown at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Mon. - Thurs. Center also has fas-
cinating oceanographic poster displays. Along ship channel between Mustang
and San Jose Islands. Open weekdays 8 am. - noon, I - § p.m, For more informa-
tion, visit www.utmsi.utexas.edu. 361/749-6806.

VISITOR CENTER —For additional information about accommodations,
dining, events, and arca facilities, stop by the Port Aransas Convention & Visitors
Bureau at 403 West Cotter, or call 800/452-6278, or visit www.portaransas.org.

PORT ARTHUR
Pop. 57,755 Alt. 18 Map Q-23/NN-16
GENERAL—On northwest shore of Sabine Lake nine miles from Gulf of
Mexico, site of settlement known as Aurora in 1840, City named alter Arthur E,
Stilwell, Kansas City linancier, who was instrumental in building railroad to edge
of townsite. Home ol Lamar State College (formerly Port Arthur College).

Port Arthur comes alive during Mardi Gras. This pre-Lenten celebration
is growing in the Cajun cily and it’s family oriented. Call the convention and visi-
tors bureau at 409/983-7822, or 800/235-7822, or stop by at 3401 Cultural Center
Dr. (9th St. exit from Texas 73) [or information on events, accommodations, and
other arca attractions. www.portarthurtexas.com.

City is ycar-round fisherman’s destination. Average temperalure varies [rom
55 degrees in winter 1o 82 in summer. Port Arthur Convention and Visitors
Burcau has an area Waterways Guide showing many excellent locations (o calch
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Museum of the Gull. Coast in Port Arthur

more than 23 varictics of freshwater and saltwater [ish, along with charts, mari-
na, fuel and services information.

LAKE —Subine. See LAKES listing.

MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST—In former hank building down-
lown, the museum is outstanding. Nole the striking murals on walls, Exhibits
depict great strides made in (he span of Port Arthur’s history. Relics from Battle
of Sabine Pass, mortgage note issued by Santa Anna (S300 mortgage bond issued
by Mexican general on his personal property to raise funds for his army), and an
Edison Talking Machine,

Southeast Texay Musical Heritage Room features memorabilia of rock star
Janis Joplin. A replica of Joplin's painted psvehedelic Porsche sits on top of a
spinning gold record. Some lwo dozen other musical stars are also featured,
including L. *Big Bopper” Richardson, Ir.; Richard Valens; and Tex Ritter.

The muscum is open Mon. - Sat. Y am. - 5 pm.; Sun, 1 - 3 pom, Tt's at 700
Proctor St. 409/982-7000.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES —Mcladdin and Texas Point National
Wildlife Reluges are to the south on the Gull along Texas 87. At Sabine Pass is
Texas Poinl Refuge, once called Sea Rim, As with other Gulf Coast refuges in
the stale, lremendous concentrations of waterlow] arc scen as well as a great
variety —more than 60,000 snow geese (along wilh whilc-fronted and Canada
geese) use the marsh; 23 species of ducks are represented and the number on the
refuges reaches 100,000, The mottled duck, the only resident waterfowl species,
uses the marsh for its summer nesting habitat. The McFaddin Refuge contains
one of the densest populations of American alligators in Texas, Public activities
include wildlife observation, photography, waterlowl hunting, fishing and crab-
bing, For dircetions and information contaet refuge headquarters in Sabine Pass
at 409/971-2909 or visit McFaddin Refuge olfice on Shell Ol Company road off
Texas 87,

PLEASURE ISLAND—Connected to city by M. L. King-Gulfgate Bridge
thal arcs 138 feet above ship channel; aceess [rom island via Texas 82 causeway
to Cameron Parish, LA, Tsland is in Sabine Lake, 100-square-mile lake that

opens into Gulf of Mexico. Dise goll course, new championship golf course, mari-

na, lakeside RV parks, boat ramps and miles of free roadside fishing levees from
which anglers take redfish, drum, speckled trout, croakers and other species;
excellent crabbing year-round. Fun Island Depot plaveround is on the island and
is & replica of city's old railroad station,

POMPEINAN VILLA—Built for Isaac Ellwood, *Barbed-wirc King,” in 1900;

sold to president of Diamond Match Co. who traded it for Texas Company
{Texaco) stock worth S10,000. Stock's value now would exceed hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. House on National Register of Hislorie Places. Open Mon. - Fri.
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 1953 Lakeshore Dr.

PORT OF PORT ARTHUR—TFrom an observalion deck view the harbor
and "Big Arthur” —the largest gantry crane on the Gull coast. 409/983-2029. At
cast end of Houston Ave. and Lakeshore Dr.

QUEEN OF PEACE SHRINE —Beautiful Oriental gardens and statue of
the Virgin Mary, built in Hoa Binh Park by the parishioners of the Queen of
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Vietnamese Martyr’s Catholic Church in pratitude to the city thal weleomed
them upon their arrival from Asia. 801 9th Ave,
RAINBOW AND VETERANS® MEMORIAL BRIDGES — A high,
graceful arc on Texas 87 spans the Neches River joining Orange and Bridge City
on the north with Port Arthur to the south. The two-lane, vintage Rainbow
Bridge, completed 1938, spans salt marshes and industrial river channel for 1.5
miles including approaches, The bridee’s 176-foat clearance height resulted from
requirement that any ULS, Navy ship could pass under; tallest ship of the Navy's
1938 fleet was a dirigible tender that never sailed up the Neches,

Veterans' Bridge was completed in 1991: with 143-foot navigation clearance,
it is lirst cable-stayed bridge on Texas highways, Golden Triangle Veterans
Memarial Parl at the south end honors area veterans and has static display rep-
resenting all branches of service. It also offers a pavilion for picnics and great
views of the bridges and passing ships.
ROSE HILL—Built in 1906 by Rome H. Woodworth, a 14-room Southern
Greek Revival home with an upstairs balcony that wraps around the home
that was designated a historical landmark in 1978, Tours offerad daily. 100
Woodworth Blvd. 409/985-7292.
SABINE PASS—Laid out in 1836 by Sam Houston and Philip A. Subletl, Name
changed to Sabine Pass in 1839, At one Uime population numbered around 6,000
but storms in 1886, 1900 and 1915 took heavy tolls. Historically significant evenl
was Battle of Sabine Pass during War Between the States, City was annexed by
Port Arthur in 1978,
SABINE PASS BATTLEGROUND STATE PARK AND
HISTORIC SITE —Sitc of astonishing Civil War batile on Sepl. 8, 1863,
between a Union flect attempting to invade Texas al Sabine Pass. against a force
of 47 Conlederate artillerymen. Union fleet numbered some 22 vessels and 5,000
men; Conflederate defense was small earthen Fort Gritfin with six cannon and 42
men under Lt. Richard W. Dowling, Accurate fire by Dowling's men erippled
three Union gunboats in a hatile lasting approx. 45 minutes. Federals lost 68 men
killed or missing, with another 330 (aken prisoner by the Confederates who suf-
[ered no casualties. Remaining Union [oree retired to New Orleans. Today, an
interpretive pavilion illustrates the story of the 1863 battle. A sidewalk takes visi-
tors past chronologically-arranged historical markers detailing additional facts
aboul the battle and other highlights of local history. Overlooking the Sabine
Ship Channel, the statue Richard W. Dowling stands near the original site of the
fort. Park features 10 RY camping siles with water/AC hookups and dump site,
ample spots for [ishing, boat ramps (one is ADA aceessible), rest rooms, picnic
facilities with water and prills, and a new boardwalk along the water. Primitive
camping is permitled in non-historical area of the park on a [irsi<come, frst-
serve basis; no reservations accepted. Fine view of ships enlering and leaving
Gulf of Mexico. 12 miles south of Port Arthur on FM. 3322 (Dick Dowling
Road} off Texas 87, 409/971-2559,
SEA RIM STATE PARK—With a 5.2-mile coastline and more than 4.000
acres of marshland, the park offers a variety of recreational opportunilics. The
visitors center [eatures a 300-gallon aquarium, two boardwalk nature trails,
canoe rentals and paddle boat rentals at the Marshlands Unit, Marsh Airboat
Tours {teservations required in spring and fall), beachcombing alony the shore.
surf fishing or fishing in the marsh lakes by boat, swimming in the gulf, 20 RV
campsites and 10 tent pad sites. Call 512/389-8900 for campsite reservations, Rest
rooms, hot showers, grills, [ire rings, and primitive campsite on the beach also avail-
able. Abundant wildlife and located on the Great Texas Coastal Birding [ail, 22
miles south of Port Arthur on Texas 87. 409/971-2559. Admission [ce.
SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE —Dedicalcd in 2002 by
the Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, this outdoor shrine leaturcs the
[7-fool bronze statuc set upon racks brought fo the site [rom Mount Tepayac in
Mexico City, where the Virgin Mary appeared to Juan Dicgo. Surrounded by arched
tock walls that showease stained glass depicting various symbols relating to Qur
Lady of Guadalupe. 9th Avenue at Sgl. Lucian Adams Drive. No admission fee.
TEXAS ARTISTS MUSEUM—Primarily exhibits work by artists in or
originally from Jelferson and Orange counties. Onee a month, usually the second
Sun,, the museum offers a culturalientertainment program featuring area musi-
cians, singers, dancers, actors, and artists, 'This enables residents and visitors Lo
experience all types of art. Open Tues, - Fri. 10 a.m. - § p.m.; Sat. 10 am. - 2 pm.
Al 3501 Cultural Center Dr. For information, call 409/983-4881,
WHITE HAVEN — Victorian elegance fills this Southern Greek Revival man-
sion in Lhe city’s Historical District. Porcelains from the 18th and 19th centuries,
unigue candelabra from Persia, historie furniture pieces. For tour information,
call Lamar State College. Port Arthur at 409/984-6101. 2545 Lakeshore Dr.
Donations,
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Port Isabel Lighthouse

PORT ISABEL

Pop. 4,865 Alt. 15 Map Z-18
GENERAL—Small, picturesque village on Laguna Madre, the body of water
between the Texas mainland and Padre Tsland. Scaside atmosphere with accom-
modations, RV parks, and restaurants and shopping. The area was supply base
for Gen, Zachary Taylor’s army in Brownsville during the Mexican War, 1846-48,
In 184849, port saw flow of gold seekers from the Easl, landing here to begin
overland trek to California,

FISHING —In Port Isabel area, anglers can fish from beach, picrs, and jetlies
where catches may include redtish, speckled and sand trout. shecpshead. loun-
der, croakers, skipjack, and drum. Group boats provide bay and deep-sea fishing
for halfl and [ull days; charter cruisers are available for offshore sport. Offshore
species may include tarpon, sailfish, marlin, kingfish, mackerel, ling, pompano,
bonito, red snapper, warsaw, and others, Marinas provide fuel, bait, tackle, launch-
ing ramps, and boat rentals. Small boats with guides available for bay fishing,
HISTORIC INN—Queen Isabel Inn—Opened in 1906 as the Point Isabel
Tarpon & Fishing Club to serve tourists and businessmen traveling on the Rio
Grande Railroad. As the Point’s first and only hotel for more than 20 vears, the
hotel was the site for many significant cvents in the lown's history, including
President-clect Warren Harding’s vacation in November, 1920. The hotel was
also Lhe birthplace and headquarters for the Rio Grande Valley Fishing Rodeo
started in 1934 by the hotel's manager, Dr. I A, Hockaday. The rodeo is now the
Texas International Fishing Tournamenl. Hurricanes in 1933 and 1967 changed
some of the building’s exterior features. Slorms, modernization, and ownership
arc Teasons [or some floor and name changes ol the hotel over the past Y0 years.
AL 300 Garcia St. For information, 956/943-1468,

PADRE ISLAND —S¢ce SOUTH PADRE ISLAND.

PORT ISABEL HISTORICAL MUSEUM—Houscd in the historic
Charles Champion building. the museum shares its grounds with a water well
used by Zachary Taylor's troops when Porl Isabel served as a supply depot dur-
ing the U.S./Mexican War, Built at the turn of the century, the structure served as
a general store, post office, railroad depot, and 1l one lime, the source of the only
telephone in town. Nationally known lor its (ish mural painted in 1906. Exhibits
include hands-on displays, audiovisual [ilm interactives, original artifacts, rarc
documents, and vintage photographs that tell the story of Port Isabel and urea.
Open Tues. - Sal. 10 am. - 4 p.m, 317 Railroad Ave. For information, 936/943-7602.
Admission [ce.

GULF COAS ’E’E

PORT ISABEL LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER'S COTTAGE —When light-
houses were built in the carly days, people who manned them lived in a small
house heside the lishthouse known as the Keeper's Cottape. A new collage
stands beside the historic lighthouse re-creating the past; however, this collage

is home to the Port Tsabel Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center. The center

has information on area attraclions, cvents, and accommodations. Open Mon. -
Fri., % am. -5 pm.; Sat.. 9 am. - 4 pm. For information, call 936/943-2262 or
8004527-6102,

PORT ISABEL LIGHTHOUSE STATE HISTORIC SITE—Built 1853,
remained in use until 1905. Always a popular subject with photographers.
Visitors may climb spiral staircase to top, overlooking the [lat coastal plain, with
a [ine view across Laguna Madre to South Padre Island. Off Texas 100 down-
town, Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Admission fee.

TREASURES OF THE GULF MUSEUM - Exhibits focus on threc
Spanish shipwrecks, which occurred in 1554 just 30 miles north of the city.
Murals, artifacts and hands-on activities are featured, along with a Children’s
Discovery Lab, Ship Theater & Nautical Gift Shop. Next to the Port Tsabel
Historical Muscum and a short walk from the Port Isabel Lighthouse State
Historic Site. Open Tues. - Sat.. 10 a.m. - 4 pm. (last ticket sold at 330 p.m.).

317 E. Railroad Ave. Admission [ee. Y56/943-Th02.

PORT LAVACA

Pop. 12,035 Al 19 ~ Map T-19

GENERAL —Seat of Calhoun County, on a blull overlooking Lavaca Bay; im-
porlant center for commercial and pleasure fishing, ranching and agriculture;
port [acilities and diversified industrics. Miles of nearby swimming beaches,
numerous bait and tackle shops, boat ramps. Waterfow] hunting during season,
Golfers enjoy the challenging course at Hatch Bend Country Club. Open to
the public Tues. - Sun. On 'lexas 35 south of the city. For tee-time and informa-
tion, call 361/552-3037.
CALHOUN COUNTY MUSEUM—Relics, artifacts and mementos of
early days in area. Housed in courthouse annex, Open Tue. - Wed. 10:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m; Thurs. - Fri. 10:30 a.m. - 5 pm; Sat. 10 am, - 3 pam. 301 5. Ann.
HALFMOON REEF LIGHTHOUSE — Established 1858 on Matagorda
Bay. Kept dark during War Belween (he States for benefit of blockade runners,
was reactivated in 1868, Scverely damaged in 1942 hurricane, but keeper kepl
light aperating. Condemned following storm and moved in 1943 from location on
WW II hombing range o Point Comfort. Moved again in 1979 to sile next o
chamber of commerce. Texas 35 Bypass near causeway.
INDIANOLA COUNTY HISTORIC PARK—Atsite of old Indianola
town. Down through history many ghost towns have dotted the Texas landscape,
but none lived longer, thrived more successlully—or died more tragically than
Indianola on Matagorda/TLavaca Bays. For details, sce INDIANOLA, Picnicking,
tishing, boat ramp. camping (with hookups); 13 miles southeast via Texas 238 and
316.
LA SALLE MONUMENT —Lrected at site of Indianola to commemorale
where La Salle is thought to have first landed in Texas in 1685, Entire memorial
is of Kingsland pink granite. 22 feet in height. Highway rest area is adjacent to
monument; about 14 miles south on Texas 316. See INDIANOLA.
LIGHTHOUSE BEACH & BIRD SANCTUARY — Beautiful sandy
beach, watcritonl camping sites, along with swimming pool and playgrounds
make this 4 [un place (o visit. Birders tind many species here. The Formosa
Wetlund Walkway and Alcoa Bird Tower, made completely out of recycled plas-
tic, provide visitors a place to watch the birds.

PORT MANSFIELD
Pop. 415 Alt. 11 Map Y-17

GENERAL—Until 1948, the little-used highway from Raymondville to point
on Laguna Madre called Redlish Bay was traveled by occasional fishermen
going to deserted beaches. No community marked the road’s end at the water's
edge. People of Willacy County. employing own [inancing, set about creating a
port. They built wharves, docks and turning basin; laid out townsite, and called it
Port Mansficld. Ship channel completed 1962, slicing across shallow Laguna
Madre, through Padre Tsland into deep waters of Gull of Mexico.

Port Mansfield's surrounding salt flats and small spoil islands support an
amazing variety of resident and migratory birds. The nearby Laguna Madre area
is well-known among bird watchers,

The town i also home to U.S. Weather Bureau and 178, Coast Guard stations.
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Fishing pier in Port Lavaca

Contact the chamber of commerce office al 936/944-2354 for additional
information on events, accommodations, and dining facilities.
BOATING AND FISHING — Launching ramps, marine supplies. docking
facilities, and both wet and dry storage available. Fishing by boat or [rom picrs in
Laguna Madre; lishing and beachcombing an Padre Island; decp-sea fishing in
the Gulf of Mexico: charter boats available. Depending upon scason, fishing
location and proverbial luck, catches may include redfish, speckled and sand
trout, sheepshead, flounder, eroakers, skipjack. drum. Larpon, sailfish, marlin,
kingfish, mackerel, ling, pompano, bonito, red snapper, warsaw, and others,

PORT O'CONNOR

Pop. 2,300 Alt. 15 Map T-19

GENERAL —Closcly tied to the sea, the town is home port to commercial [ish-
ing and shrimp boats, plus charter boats and a fishing pier. A wide variety of sea
birds draws birders 1o this colorful community. The coastline and bays were first
mapped by Alonzo de Pifieda in 1519; he called the mainland “Amichel” —the
carliest recorded designation of whal was to become Texas. For more informa-
tion, call the Port ('Cannor Chamber ol Commerce at 361/983-2898 or visil
WWW.DOItaconnor.com.

MATAGORDA ISLAND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA—
For several years, beginning in 1942, a portion of Matagorda Island was used for
practice bombing by the US. Air Force. Now. as a state park. the 7,325-acre area
has largely returned to its natural state as a haven for migratory water lowl and
decr, The park is seven miles south of Port O'Connor, separated rom the main-
land by Espirito Santo and San Antonio Bays. Birding is very popular; morc than
300 species of migratory birds have been spotted here. Among most noted birds
Lhat migrate to the island are whooping cranes, which spend winter on portions
ol the island across from Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Accessible only by
charter or private boat. 800/792-1112

PORTLAND

Pop. 14,827 Alt. 40 Map V-17/HH-19
GENERAL —In southeastern San Patricio Counly on bluff averlooking
Nucees and Corpus Christi Bays. Town was drcam of John G. Willacy who
ellectively merged the New England Land Co. of Portland, Maine, New
England Real Fstate Co., and Portland Harbor and Tmprovement Co. of
Wichita, Kansas. into working unit and purchased 1,920 acres of land trom
Coleman-Fulton Pasture Co. in 1891. Post office authorized on March 9, 1891;
incorporated in 1949, City forms almost perfect triangle with Portland, Maine,
and Porlland, Oregon.

FRED JONES NATURE SANCTUARY —Beautiful site owned by
Audubon Outdoor Club of Corpus Christi, open daily from sunrise to sunsel is
area hot-spol lor birders looking for warblers, vireos, orioles, and other songbirds

ab

during migration. Buff-bellicd hummingbird is a resident, and many other
species inhabit the native brush and trees along the creek year-round. No vehi-
cles allowed in park. as walking path is only access, From Portland, travel five
miles west on EM. 893, then south on C.R. 69E approximately one mile and look
for wooded arca and sanctuary sign on left. For more information, call the
Portland Chamber of Commerce at 361/643-2475,
INDIAN POINT PARK AND PIER—55-acre city park attracts both
nalurc lovers and anglers. 720-ft. pier with 280-ft. T-head over Corpus Christi
Bay featuring some of the best saltwater fishing grounds in the Coastal Bend.
Two raised boardwalks extend more than one thousand [eet into wetlands; home
to 36 hird species, 33 sea creatures, and 33 plant specics, several listed as endan-
gered. Wade fishing area, picnic area, Concession building with restaurant, resl
rooms, live bait and other fishing necessitics. Admission fee to pier; no fee for
use of park. Open 24 hours, On U.S. 181, northbound side. 361/643-3483.
PARKS —More than 188 acres of city parkland with playing liclds [or soccer,
baseball, and soltball, and tennis and volleyball courts,

Sunset Lake Park is a 333-acre protected park operated by City of Portland.
An ceologically rich wetland and saltwater lake, also lined by a two-mile hike and
bike trail. The lake and its marshlands act as 4 nesting pround for several migra-
tory birds. Visitors can enjay hirding, fishing, kayaking, canocing, swimming and
sailing in Sunset Lake. To access park, from Porlland take Moore Ave. exit and
go south toward bay, then take right on Sunscl Drive, Open daily dawn to dusk.
For more information, call the Portland Chamber of Commerce at 361/643-2475.

PRAIRIE VIEW
Pop. 4,410 ' Alt. 250 Map P-20

GENERAL—Numed [or plantation home of Col. Jack Kirby; later became a
girls’ school. Property deeded to state in 1876; legislature established college for
black youths on the site, now Prairie View A&M Univ.

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH —Simple frame building (c. 1870),
lirst Texas Episcopal Church north of Houston; furnished with original hand-
hewn pews made by first congregation, Moved from Hempstead in 1938 1o cam-
pus of Prairie View A&M Umv.

RAYMONDVILLE = B
Pop. 9,733 Alt. 40 Map Y-17
GENERAL—Willacy County seat is commereial center for grain sorghum, cot-
lom, citrus, vegetables and corn. Favorable summers and winters allow 300-day
growing season. Recreation includes municipal swimming pool, golf course, city
park, Downtown Pocket Park and saltwater (ishing in Laguna Madre and Guif of
Mexico al Porl Mansfield. Several RV parks are available [or either short- or long-
term stays. Additional information on area available [rom Chamber of Commerce,
142 South 7th, or call 956/689-3171, or visil www.raymendvillechamber.com.
Inquire locally about a boot-making (amily that still crafts boats by hand.
Their hoots are worn by ‘Lexas Rangers, cowboys and rovalty. Over the years,
word of mouth and a hand-lettered sign on 1.S. 77 are all the advertising the
family has needed Lo attract hundreds of devoted customers,
LAKE —EI Sl del Rey. See LAKES listing,
RAYMONDYVILLE HISTORICAL & COMMUNITY CENTER—
Local history, arl, underwater artifacts from coast, and natural history, New
exhibit features an exlensive ball cown collection, Farm & Ranch Museum has
cypress fence and gate through which stagecoaches passed in 1866 from Corpus
Christi to Brownsville. Open Wed. & Sat. 2:30 - 4:30 pm. 427 S.7th St,

REFUGIO i -
Pop. 2,941 Alt. 43 Map U-18

GENERAL—(Re-FURy-0) Founded 1834 at site of Mission Nuestra Sefora
del Reluglo, relocated here from swamps of Calhoun County in 1795, Town
today is seat of Refugio County, commercial center for oil-producing, ranching,
farming region. Public parks offer picnicking, plavgrounds, tennis courls, and
municipal swimming pool. Fishing and water sports on nearby coastal bays;
hunters seek migratory waterfowl, deer, wild turkey, and wild boar.
ARANSAS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE — About 38 miles east of
Refugio. See ROCKPORT.

REFUGIO COUNTY MUSEUM —Local and pioneer history; bell from
original mission, also exhibits of scicnoe, art, archeology and prehistory. Open
Mon. Y am. - I p.m.;Tues, - Fri, ? am. - 5 pm.; Sat. 1 - 3 pam. 102 West St.




RICHMOND
Pop. 11,081 Alt. 104
GENERAL—County seat of Fort Bend Counly on the Brazos River southwest
of Houston. Earliest seitlement 1822 by members of Old Three Hundred
(Stephen E. Austin’s colony). City established in 1837 by Robert Eden Handy
and his business partner, William Lusk and named for Richmond, England.
Before the Civil War, the area became a center for ranching and cattle as herds
were shipped north to the market centers. When the Gull, Colorado and Santa
Fe Railway extended its tracks through the area, il bypassed Richmond. Post-
Reconstruction era brought “Jaybird-Woodpecker War” with heavy casualties
among rival political factions 1888-90. Carric Nation's crusade against “demon
rum” began in Richmond. Silver-domed Fort Bend County Courthouse dates
from 1908 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; historical
markers on grounds.

Growth has paralleled nearby Houston and Harris County. Fertile coastal
plains are devoted to farming and ranching. Industries include oil, salt, sulphuar
production, steel fabrication and diversified manufacturing.

Maorton Cemetery contains graves of many early pioneers of Texas,

The chamber of commerce offers information on historic sites and recreation
throughout area, as well as information on accommodations and dining facilities
al 4120 Avenue H, or call 281/342-5404,

DECKER PARK —Historic buildings include 1901 railroad depot, and the
McNabb House, c. 1830, (Carrie Nation's daughter’s home) located adjacent to
the 1896 county jail. The county jail houses the Richmond Police Dept. and is an
excellent example of Richardsonian Romanesque revival style of high Victorian
architecture. 500 block of Preston.

FORT BEND MUSEUM —Ciled as one of state’s best small muscums.
Walk-through galleries represent the 1821 settlement of Spanish Texas by Anglo-
American colonists and the role of Stephen F. Austin in that settlemenl; the
Texas Revolution - its causes and the role of Fort Bend County in the encamp-
ment of the Mexican Army during the batlle of San Jacinto; the plantation cra;
the Civil War: the ranching era; and the imporlance of the sugar and cotton in-
dustries. Open Tues. - Fri. 9 am. - § pm.: Sat. 10.am. - 5 pm.; Sun. | -5 pm. 500
Houston St, For mare information, call 361/342-6478,

GEORGE RANCH HISTORICAL PARK—484-acre living history site
where visitors step back in time and experience Texas history. Guests visit the
18205 Jones [armstead, tour 1890s Victorian mansion, and see cowboys working
cattle in 1930s working ranch area. Open year-round 10 a.m. - § p.m. Admission
is $9 for adults, $8 for seniors, $5 for children, and free for kids four years old
and younger. On EM. 762, approx. 9 miles south of Richmond. Call 281/343-0218
for group tours, special events or more information. www.georgeranch.org,
LONG-SMITH COTTAGE —Built in the 1840, home originally on land
owned by Jane Long, the Mother of Texas, whose land grant covered most ol
present-day Richmond. Tour available through the Fort Bend Muscum. 500
Houston St.

McFARLANE HOUSE —Built in 1882-83 by merchant [saac Mclarlanc,
the restored housc houses the Fort Bend Museum administrative offices. The
historic building playcd a significant part in the 1889 Jaybird"Woodpecker clash.
410} Jackson St.

MOORE HOME —Home built in 1883 by John M. Moore for his bride,
Lottic Dyer. The neo-classical home buill by architect Thomas Culshaw, native of
Liverpool, England. was remodeled in 1905 from its original Victorian design.
Tour available through the Fort Bend Museum. On grounds of Fort Bend
County Historical Muscum, 500 Houston St.

RIO HONDO N
Pop. 1,942 Alt. 35 Map Y-17/AA-17

GENERAL—Situated on caslern bank of Arroyo Colorado; land promoters
divided lots for town in 1910 and sponsored contest to name townsite. Selected
was Rio Hondo, which means “deep river;” incorporated in 1927. City is part of
very [ertile farmland in the Rio Grande Valley with cotton and grain principal
crops, Mild Valley temperaturcs lure many winter visitors,

One of two lift-span bridges in Texas is in Rio Hondo. Built in 1933, bridge
allows barge and boat traffic to make (heir way to port at Harlingen.
ADOLPH THOMAE, JR. COUNTY PARK—The popular park on the
Laguna Madre is operated hy Cameron Counly and is located within and sur-
rounded by the huge Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. Facilities
include lighted fishing piers, picnic areas, a playground, boat ramp, nature trail,

. GULF COAST

Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge near Rio Hondo

and 35 RV sites with full hookups. Take EM. 106 cast 3.1 mi. to EM. 2925; north
14.8 1o park entrance. For information and reservations, call 956/748-2044,
LAGUNA ATASCOSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —46/0(1-
acre refuge at southern end of Central Flyway, includes 7,000 acres of marshland,
and saltwater and freshwater, Thousands of waterfowl winter here. Resident
species include many kinds of gulls, least grebe, Harris” hawk, kiskadee flycatch-
er, and painted bunting. Other wildlife include coyote. bobcat. javelina, and
while-tailed deer. Foot and driving routes. Visitor Center features wildlife
exhibits, bird and animal lists; picnic area; access (some 7 miles east} to intersec-
tion FM. 106/ EM. 1847, Open daylight hours except federal holidays. Saltwater
fishing on Harlingen Ship Channel al West Side Recreation Area, access [rom
Arroyo City. Admission fee,

TEXAS AIR MUSEUM —See HARLINGEN.

ROCKPORT-FULTON

Pop. (Comb.) 8,938 Alt. 20 Map U-18/GG-21
GENERAL — Although separate municipalitics, towns share heritage, business,
and recreational areas. Abundant access Lo sallwater recreational opportunities;
on peninsula between Copano Bay and Aransas Bay, sheltered from Gulf of
Mexico by S1. Joseph Island.

Rockport established 1867 as shipping point for wool, hides, bones, and tallow.
Became seat of Aransas County in 1871; today important commercial fishing
arca. Tourists, boaters, and anglers gather Lo ¢njoy mile-long swimming beach.

Fulton settled in 1866 and named for George Ware Fulton. who built a
French Sccond Empire style house in the mid-1870s in north Rockport. Coleman-
Fulton Pasture Co. ranched in area and promoled elforts toward a deep-water
pass and railroads in order to market their beef; now a Lourist commuanity.

Rackport-Fulton lics along Lhe Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, which extends
from Brownsville to Orange along the Texas coast. The trail is cosponsored by
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. and the Texas Department of Transportation,

Chamber of Commerce office at 404 Broadway St. in Rockport has in-
formation about local events, accommodations, dining, and points of intercst.
Selt-guided historical driving tour available; audiocassette tape can be rented Lo
accompany tour, For additional information, call 800/242-0071.

ARANSAS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —Famed as principal
wintering ground for near-extinct whooping crane, refuge is on broad peninsula
about 12 miles across bay northeast of Rockport, Passenger boats carrying [rom
25-90 people are narrated by self-taught omithologists who will intrigue you with
sightings and identifying birds along the way, Administered by U.S. Fish and
Wildlite Service as refuge for protection and management of various specics

of wildlife inhabiting this coastal arca. Some 400 species of hirds—Cunada geese,
pintail ducks, American wigeons. sandhill cranes, and more—have been record-
ed, Other inhabitants include alligators, white-lailed deer, javelina, and raccoon.
Sight-seeing, nature observation, hiking, and photography permitted along desig-
nated public-use roads, trails, and at observation towers; also picnic areas. Most
tewarding time to view wildlife is Nov. through Mar.. when greatest numbers



ol species are at refuge (including whoopers), Re {uge is open daylight hours,
Wildlife Interpretive Center features mounted specimens, slide show on
whooping cranes, literature. Open daily 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; closed ‘Thanks-
giving and Christmas. Al refuge headquarters, about 35 miles northeast of
Rockport via Texas 35 north; EM. 774 east, and EM. 2040 south. 361/286-3559.
Admission [ec.

One of the best ways to view wildlile, especially whoopers, is from boats in
lhe Intracoastal canal, From early November through early April, boats from the
Rockport Yacht Basin and Sandollar Marina cruise past tidal flats and salt
marshes (where many species may be seen) into the whoopers” habitat. Fares vary.
BIRD GARDEN AND WETLANDS POND —Community project to
promate understanding of [unctions and values of plants as a natural resource
worthy of protection and survival, and to promote development of low cost, low
maintenance landscapes that provide food for birds, in particular, hummingbirds.
Includes 19-stop nature trail, Great place to picnic. In Texas Department of
Transportation’s res| arca on cast side of Texas 33 N. in Rockport,

CONNIE HAGAR COTTAGE SANCTUARY —Trails designed Lo pro-
tect the wildlile habitat lead nature lovers to select spots where they mos! likely
might see resident and Neotropical migrant birds, Self-guided Lours on property
where renowned Texas bird-watcher Connie Hagar lived and learned from her
[eathered friends. Open sunrise to sunset. At First and Church sts.

COPANO BAY STATE FISHING PIER —Former highway causeway
across bay north of Rockport (replaced by a modern span); now excellent fishing
piers administered by Texas Parks & Wildlile Dept. Piers extend from north and
south sides (not connected); total length of both over mile and a half. Con-
cessions on both sides provide tackle, bail, [ood; public boat ramp south side.
Near the present Texas 35 causeway, Modesl [ec.

FISHING —Jetty sheltering Rockport Yacht Basin is popular spot for hay fish-
ing: dawn hours generally most productive. Many hotels and motels on bayfront
maintain private fishing piers for guests. Depending upon season of the year and
proverbial luck, catches may include redfish, sand and speckled trout, croaker,
sheepshead, flounder. and drum. Group-boal bay fishing available at yachl basin.
Offshore species may include tarpon, saillish, marlin, ling, wahoo, king mackerel,
honito, pompano, red snapper, warsaw, grouper, and others. Public fishing picrs
are the Fulton Harbor Pier and public piers at north and south ends of Rockport
Beach Park and Copano Causceway Pier. Make navigating shallow bay waters a
fun experience by charlering a fishing trip. Choose [rom an array of some 40
professional fishing guides,

FULTON MANSION STATE HISTORIC SITE—Originally named
“Oakhurst” by George Ware and Harrict Smith Fulton, the mansion exemplifics
classic French Second Empire architectural styling. Completed in 1877, the
ornate four-story house was the first in South Texas to [cature systems such as
indoor plumbing, gas lighting, and centralized heating. Purchascd by Texas Parks
& Wildlife in 1976, the house was restored to its original splendor and opened to
the public in 1983. Open Wed. - Sun.; tours Y, 10, and 11 a.m. and 1,2, and 3 p.m.
{Groups of ten or more need to call in advance, 361/729 0386). Grounds available
[or weddings, portraits, and reunions, Located at corner of Fulton Beach Rd. and
Henderson St. Admission fee.

GOOSE ISLAND STATE PARK—30/7 acres on peninsula between
Copano and St. Charles bays. Rest rooms, showers, picnic sites, open shelters,
children’s play area, fishing pier, fish cleaning table, boat ramp. Tent and trailer
camping permitted. Site of “Big Tree,” an immense live oak, estimated 1,000
years old. About 12 miles north of Rockport; Texas 33, Park Road 13. Admission
fee. 361/729-2858.

MEMORIAL PARK 52 acres with tennis and hasketball courts, playground.
picnic sites and shelters, soccer and basehall fields, walking/jogging trail with
exercise stations, rest roomis, open area. At Enlerprise and FM, 2165,

PAWS AND TAWS RECREATION HALL—Waterfront facility offering
square dances, arts and crafts shows, and other aclivitics [or winter visitors and area
residents. On Fulton Beach Rd. in Fulton, For information, call 361/729-2388.
ROCKPORT CENTER FOR THE ARTS—Rockport has been listed as
one of the best 100 small art towns in America, and the acc up its sleeve is the
Rockport Center [or the Arts. Housed in a restored 19th-century home, the
Center is the hub for all areas of the arts, including visual, performing, and liter-
ary. Gallery exhibils, workshops and classes, summer day-camp programs, quar-
terly concerts, an annual art festival, and gift shop are ollered by the Center,
Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sun. | - 4 pm. 902 Navigation Circle, at
Rockport harbor, in the Museum Districl. 361/729-5519.

ROCKPORT HARBOR—Situated on Aransas Bay, the harbor offers tran-
sient slips with electricity. showers and rest room facilities. Fishing boats feature
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Texas Maritime Museum in Rockport-Fulton

the day’s catch for those wanting the freshest seafood. The harbor is close to
Rockporl Beuch Park, attractions, restaurants, laundry and groceries.
SALTWATER PAVILION—Waterfront meeting facility offering seating for
230, audio-visual support, ample parking, and a covered patio overlooking the
ski basin. Easy access to restaurants, lodging and allractions on a mile long sandy
beach at Rockport Beach Park. For information, call Cily/County Parks and
Recreation at 361/729-2213, Ext. 134.

TEXAS MARITIME MUSEUM —Experience the rich maritime heritage of
Texas from Spanish exploration to the scarch for offshore oil and gas. With chang-
ing exhibits, interactive displays and educational public programming, visitors ex-
perience how Texas has relied on the sea. Located across from picturesque Rock-
port Harbor, Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. Closed major holi-
days. 1202 Navigation Circle at Rockporl Harbor. Admission fee. 361/729-1271.
ZACHARY TAYLOR PARK—In 1845, Gen. Zachary Taylor was senl Lo
claim Texas as the 281h state. The flag claiming such was placed at SL Joe Island.
Gen. Taylor then led his troops inland and camped under some live oak trees.
That campsite today is a city park with a gazebo, pond and bulterfly garden.
Located al Pear] and Bay streets in Rockporl.

ROSENBERG

Pop. 24,043 Alt. 106

GENERAL —Located 35 miles southwest of Houston, Rosenberg was founded
on a sile in the original Mexican land grant of early scttler Henry Scott, where a
small, namcless shipping paint existed on the Brazos River. The town developed
after the Gull, Colorado & Santa Fe (GC&SF) Railroad arrived in 1880 and
built a stalion where it crossed the Buffalo, Brazos & Colorado Railroad. In
1881, Count Joscph Telfener, an Ttalian investor, set up offices in the fledgling
community (o build the New York, Texas & Mexican Railway, which extended to
Victoria and was coined the “Macaroni Line” aller the Italian immigrants who
buill the line. In 1883, the GC&SF Railroad bought and platted a 200-acre site
and named the community after the railroad’s president, Henry von Rosenberg
of Galvestan. R. T. Mulcahy, coined the “Father of Rosenberg,” arrived in 1883,
and for 40 vears promoled schools, business, and government.

In 1912 city waler and clectric lights came to the city along with the charter-



ing of one of the first Boy Scout troops in Texas, By 1920, oil and sulphur dis-
coveries along with highway development made Rosenberg a center of trade and
steady growth, and in the 1940s Rosenberg was known as the “Hub of the Gulf
Coast.” Today, Rosenberg is experiencing unprecedented growth in commercial
and residential development while holding tight to its roots and charm,
Rosenberg is proud to be home to the Fort Bend County Fairgrounds and the
annual Fort Bend County Fair, one of the largest and most success[ul county
fairs in the state, [eaturing more than 700 livestock exhibits and 4100 competitive
exhibits to 200.000 visilors each year.

Popular annual ¢vents include the Rosenberg Railroad Festival in March, the
Spring Fling Car Show in April, the City's Family 4th Independence Day
Celebration at Seabourne Creek Park on July 4th, the HO'T Summer Concerts
held Friday’s in July al Downtown Park in the Listoric Downtown District, the
ten-day Fort Bend Counly Fair starting the last weekend in September, the Ride
to Rosenberg Car Show in October, and the City’s Christmas in Rosenbera festi-
val held the first Saturday in December.

For additional information on city and arca attractions, shopping, restaurants,
accommaodations, and cvents, visit www.visitrosenberg.com or the Rosenberg-
Richmond Area Chamber of Commerce at www.roserichchamber.com.
BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK—1l.ocated south of Roscnberg at 21901
FM-762, Brazos Bend State Park is considerad the erown jewel of Texas Slate
Parks. The park’s 4,897 acres of Gull Coastal Plain includes Brazos River bol-
tomlands. live-oak woodlands, oxbow lakes and marsh. Abundant park wildlife
includes white-tailed deer, coyoles, hoh cat, gray fox, Russian boar, raccoons,
migratory waterfowl, more than 277 species of resident and migratory birds
including roseatte spoonbill, wood stark, American bittern, great horned owl,
yellow-crowned night heron, and on oceasion, the bald cagle. as well as a large
population of American alligators. Park amenities include a Nature Center,
Environmental Education Center, amphitheater, 20 miles of hike and bike trails,
Crecklield Lake Nature Trail featuring special signage for the visually impaired,
wildlife observation platforms, tent and RV camping facilitics. picnic siles
throughout the park, fishing from lighted piers along Elm Lake, Hale Lake. and
40 Acre Lake, screened shelters. rest rooms, showers, and dump slation, Special
programming includes a Nature Center Orientecring Course, Thursday Night
Hikes, Summer Live Musical Performances, Guided Bird Walching Hikes,
Alligator Hatching Exhibit, Tarantula Molting Exhibil, Natural Perl Photo
Walks, and Junior Angler Workshops. Leashed pets permitted. Admission fee,
For inlormation call 979/353-5101 or visit www.bbspvo.org,

GEORGE OBSERVATORY —Located within Brazos Bend State Park, the
George Observatory was built as a joint project of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, The George Foundation, and the Iouston Museum of Natural
Sciences. The Observatory, operaled by volunteers from area astronomy clubs,
consists of three domed telescopes and includes a 36-inch Guevmard Research
Telescope, one of the larpest telescopes in the nation open to the public on a reg-
ular basis. The Guevmard Telescope is open (o the public on Saturday evenings
and is available by reservation on Friday nights for groups of 30 or more. Gift
shop and interpretive center. For information call 979/533-3101, 40%/553-3400 or
visit www.georgeobservatory.org.

'The George Observatory at Brazos Bend State Park houses the Chaflenger
Learning Center for Space Science Education and takes participants on simulat-
cd space missions, complete with mission control, and spacecraft simulator. The
Challenger Learning Center is a living memorial to the seven Challenger astro-
nauts who lost their lives in 1986. For information call 713/639-4629 or visit
www.hmnsorg,

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN DISTRICT - Rosenberg’s Historic
Downtown District offers an eclectic shopping experience in buildings restored
fo their original grandeur. Visitors browse a collection of gilt boutiques, antique
shops, art galleries. spa, restaurants, and other establishments offering everything
from home accessories, collectibles, line jewelry, clothing. rare hooks, fine hand
made furniture, and great casual dining experiences, The district is home to the
1910 Vogelsang Building. a Texas Historic Landmark. at 1911 Avenue G, and to
Another Time Soda Fountain, winner of a 2005 Texas Downtown Association
Restoration Award. Rosenberg's post office, established in 1881, is located near-
by at 2103 Avenue G. The Historic Downtown District is the site of the city's
HOT Summer Concerts, the Christmas in Rosenberg festival, Rosenberg
Railroad Festival, and Ride to Rosenberg Car Show. Visitars to the historic dis-
trict can watch progress on the restoration of the Cole Liberty Thealer, a 1919
vaudeville and movie housc.

PARKS - Rosenberg’s municipal parklands features a varicly of reereational
facilities and includes pavilions, picnicking, playgrounds, birding, swimming, ten-

Boutiques, antiques & galleries
Historic Downtown District
Rosenberg Railroad Museum

George Ranch Historical Park

Fort Bend County Museum

nis, softball, and other sports, The city’s largest municipal park, Seabourne Creek
Park, is a 164-acre ecologically rich passive park offering bird watching, 700t
boardwalk through the park’s wetland, hiking and biking trail, 4-acre lake with
lishing piers, the R. W. Lindsey Gazebo, purking, und rest rooms, Located at 3827
Texas 36 South, one-half mile off U.S. 59, the park is open daily dawn to dusk.
Alcoholic heverages and pets are not permilled in the city’s municipal parks. For
more information visit www.cL.Tosenberg. bx.us.

ROSENBERG RAILROAD MUSEUM —Since their grand opening in
2002, the Rosenberg Railroad Muscum has amassed a collection of artifacts,
maps, photographs, semaphores, wig-wug, and memorabilia detailing the history
of the Great Rails in and around Rosenberyg and Fort Bend County and their
importance to the city’s history. Special exhibils include a HO-gauge working
model train, and an 1879 business railear recalling the golden days of train travel,
The museum’s newest addition, Tower 17, was the last traditional manned rail-
road-interlocking tower in Texas. Tower 17 closed in February 2004 and was
moved a hall-mile to the museum grounds. The Muscum hosts its annual
Railroad Festival the first Saturday each March. A member of the Texas Rail
Tourism Alliance, the muscum is located at 1921 Avenue F, next to the busy
BNSF and UP main lines and in the Historic Downtown District. Open Tues.-
Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 pm., Sun. 1 - 5 pm. Special tours by appointment. Admission fee.
For information call (281) 633-2846 or visil www.roscnbergrrmuseum.org.

SANBENITO ==

Pop. 23,444 Alt. 31 Map Z-17/BB-16
GENERAL—Cily is know as the “Resaca Ciry.”™ A picturesque tesaca, 400 feet
wide. flows through the city, serving as the main canal of a large irrigation sys-
tem. Only 8 miles from the Mexican horder, city was first named Diaz, for
Mexico's president, because the people of the area were predominantly of
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Haak Vineyard and Winery in Santa Fe

Mexican ancestry, Anglo settlers didn’t arrive until 1906, after the completion of
the first irrigation system. Prior to this, the region was an arid, mesquite-cactus-
brush covered wilderness. As a result of irrigation, the cily, as well as all of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley, developed an extensive agribusiness. The mild winter
climate allows crops lo grow year-round, not to mention the colorful flowers and
native trees. A birder’s paradise!

Note the name ol the streets. particularly in the cenlral part of town.
Generally, north-south streets are named after Texas heroes; cast-west streets for
carly community leaders. In other areas of the city, streets are named after land-
marks and notable ligures in Mexican and American history,

Col. Sam A. Robertson, founder of the city, promoted and built the San
Benito and Rio Grande Valley Railroad to provide effivient transportation sys-
tem [or shipping farm products. Because of the intricate network of lines and
spurs, the railroad was commonly known as the “Spiderweb Railroad.”

Hayrides offered year-round every weekend at 1220 West Business US. 77.
For schedule and information, call 956/399-7888.

Historical markers are lound within the city and area. For information on
evenls, accommodations, and dining, contact the chamber of commerce at 210 E.
Heywood, or call 956/399-3321,

LOS INDIOS FREE TRADE BRIDGE —The bridge is centrally located
aboul ten miles south of Harlingen/San Benito on EM. 509 at Los Indios on the
U.S./Mexico border.

NARCISO MARTINEZ CULTURAL ARTS CENTER- Dedicated to
the prescrvation, promotion, and development of Mexican heritage in visual arts,
music, Lheater, dance, film, and literary works. Named for Narciso Martinez, who
is considered the “Father of the Texas Mexican Conjunto® music. Open Sat. 10 a.m, -
2 p.m, AL 225 E. Stenger. For exhibiticvent schedule, call 956/361-0110,

SANTA FE
Pop. 9,548 ' Alt. 30

GENERAL—City was incorporated in 1978, merging the early lowns of Alta
Loma and Arcadia. Named for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad thal
passed through the area in 1877. Originally an agricultural area, strategic loca-
tion near NASA, Galveston and Texas City relineries, has almost doubled popu-
lation in last 10 years. Examples of early homes from the 18905 and a castle built
in the 19305 can he seen here.

Annual events include Dinner in Jan.; Goll Tournament and Galveston
County Fair and Rodeo in Apr.; Captain Cuisine-Epicurean Evening in Oct.;
Fall Fun Cruise in Nov.; and Winter Wonderland Christmas Festival in Dee.

Conlact the Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce at 12406 Texas 6,
or call 409/925-8358,

HAAK VINEYARD AND WINERY - The only winery in Galveston
County, offering premium wines. Free tours and Lastings available daily. Open
winler hours (Nov. - Apr.) Mon. - Fri. L1 am. - 5 pm., Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 pm.. Sun.
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Noon - 5 p.m.; Summer hours (May - Oct.) Mon. - Fri, 11 am. - 6 pm., Sat. 11 a.m. -
7 p.m., Sun. noon - 6 pm. 6310 Ave, T, For more information call 409/925-1401 or
409/925-0976, www.haakwine.com,

SANTA FE MUSEUM—One of the few remaining original wooden rail-
road stations in the county. Exhibits include original railroad artifacts from the
towns along the Santa I'e Railroad, including Hitchcock, Alta Loma, Arcadia and
Algoa. Open third Sun. of the month, 2 - 4 p.m. No admission fee.

SINTON

Pop. 5,676 Alt. 48 Map U-17
GENERAL —San Patricio County seal cstablished 1885 as station on San
Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad, Greatest population surge came in 1909
when several large ranches divided into smaller farms; resulting diversity of agri-
culture, which is still apparent, Small downtown park with picnic area. 300-ucre
Rob and Bessic Welder Park with playground, golf. tennis, swimming pool, and
small lake; easl of ULS. 181 north.

WELDER WILDLIFE REFUGE — Largest privately endowed wildlile
refuge in world; provisions for sanctuary made in rancher Rob Welder's will.
Acreage and large administration-museum building occupy portion of Welder
Ranch established from Spanish land grant mare than 150 years ago, Tours on
Thurs. 3 p.m. Group and special tours may he requested from tour dircetor,
361/364-2643. Refuge north of city off 1S, 77.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Pop. 2,422 Alt. 5 Map Z-18/CC-21
GENERAL—Incorporated in 1973, small resort lown is on southern 1ip of sto-
ried Padre Island just across Laguna Madre, the bay separating island [rom
mainland. Access via free causeway on Texas 100, Visitors find wide range of
accommodations from campgrounds and family motels o high-rise luxury hotels
and condo rentals, marinas and seaside cottages. Reslaurants feature fresh
seafood harvested daily from the Gult.

South Padre is known for its water sports, including jel skiing; bay, surl, and
deep-sea lishing; parasailing, sailing, dolphin cruising, and windsurfing, Other
island activitics include hicycling, tennis, shelling, and horseback riding on the
beach. The popular Laguna Madre Nature Trail for nature enthusiasts and bird-
watchers is north ol the city next to the convention center,

The South Padre Island Visitors Center provides detailed inlormation about
accommodations, aclivilics and events related to boating, sailing, fishing, and
scashore recreation. Open Mon. - Fri. 8 am. - 5 pm.; Sat., Sun. 9 am. - 5 p.m,

A half-mile north ol the causeway at 600 Padre Blvd. 936/761-6433, or
S00/SOPADRE (767-2373) U.S. and Canada.

FISHING — Available [rum beach. piers and jetties where catches may include
redfish, speckled and sand trout, sheepshead, flounder. croakers, skipjuck, and
drum. Group boats provide bay and deep-sea fishing for full or hall duys; charter
cruisers available for individual or small-party offshore sport. Offshore species
may include tarpon, saillish. marlin, kingfish, mackerel, ling, pompano, bonito,
red snapper, warsaw, and wahoo. Marinas provide fuel, bait, tackle, launching
ramps, and boat rentals, Small boats with guides available for bay fishing,
HORSES ON THE BEACH —Scenic horsehack rides along the beautiful
Gull of Mexico and the Laguna Madre on South Padre Island, Open year-
round with horses suited for riders of all experience levels, ages 6 and up,
Groups welcome. Call 936/761-HOSS (4677) for schedules and rates.
www.harsesonthebeach.com,

PADRE ISLAND—The long, narrow sand island sweeps in a golden arc
north some 110 miles to Corpus Christi, Modern hotels and motels edge several
miles of the Gulf at the island’s southern tip. Farther north, the island is entirely
nalural—sand dunes, sea oats, and beach morning glory. (There is no bridge or
ferry between South and North Padre.) Beautiful, aently sloping beaches are
pertect for swimming and surf fishing, Beachcombers will find bright shells, per-
haps floats from the West Indies, driftwood, and occasionally flint points of
Karankawa Indians who roamed area.

PARKS —Tsla Blanca Park, on the southernmost tip of the island, [catures more
than a mile of clean, white beach along the Gulf of Mexico, for walcrlront recre-
alional facilities. The park includes picnic and playeround areas, two beachfront
pavilions, fishing jetty, restaurants and clubs, a full-service marina with daily
charters, a water park, a 1,000-foot sea walk, and boat ramp, Camping facilities
include more than 600 RV sites with [ull hookups. Open 6:30 a.m. - 11 p.m. For
information and reservations, call 956/761-5493. Admission [ee,




Andy Bowie Park, just north of the city limits, features beachfront pienic
pavilions, children’s playground, and 4 ranger station. Open 7:30 am. - half
an hour before sunset. For information and reservations, call 956/761-2639,
Admission lee,
SCHLITTERBAHN BEACH WATERPARK —Texas’ most innovative
waterpark is nestled hetween the dunes and wetlands on South Padre Island,
Splash into more than a dazen water atiractions, including slides, tube chutes,
uphill waler coasters, the Sand Castle water [un house and the Boogie Bahn
surfing ride. The award-winning Rio Aventura links the tube-chutes and water-
coasters with the park’s beaches, so guests float between rides on water. Kids can
enjoy Sand Castle Cove, a five-story water fun house. There's also a year-round.
full-service restaurant plus a sports bar. Family amenitics include [res parking,
free use of inner tubes, and guests are welcome to bring in their own picnic bas-
ket and cooler into the park - no aleohol or glass containers please. Waterpark is
apen weekends beginning April 22; open daily May 19 - Aug. 20; open weekends
Aug. 26 - Sept. 17. Call 936/772-SURE or visit www.sehlitterbahn.com for full
schedule. Admission fee.
SEA TURTLE, INC.—Living muscum of the “Turtle Lady,” [la Loctscher.
Sea Turtle, Inc offers educational tours Tucs, and Sun. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Note: call
hetore attending a show to confirm that they are open. 956/761-1720, or visit
www.seaturtleine.com, Admission fee.
UNIV. OF TEXAS - PAN AMERICAN COASTAL STUDIES
LABORATORY —Marine life and representative examples of the region, both
[rom the Gulf and Laguna Madre; [ish, mollusks, plants; extensive seashell collec-
tion. Open Sun. - Fri. 1:30 - 4:30 pm.; closed Sat. and majer holidays. In Isla
Blanca Park at south lip of Padre Island.

SPRING == |
Pop. 36,385 Alt. 101 Map P-21

GENERAL—Settled by German immigrants in [840. Served as a railroad cen-
ter in early 1900s, but population thereafter declined until caught in the surging
arowth of Houston in the present day.

For additional information on dining, accommodations, or events, call the
Greater Montgomery County Convention & Visitor Burcau at 800/207-9463,
JESSE H. JONES PARK & NATURE CENTER - Nestled in heavily
wooded arca; S-mile hiking trail meanders through woods across boardwalks
over pond, ending at sandy shores of Spring Creck. Programs and exhibits
on plant and animal life and special children’s program in Nature Center
building, Open daily, except Christmas, 8 a.m. - § pm. (8 am. - 7 p.m. daylight
saving time).

Pioneer Homestead Museum developed to accuralely represent 1830s pio-
neer homestead and Indian homestead. Buildings include log cabin, smoke
house, root cellar, corn crib and shed, log barn, and other Cacilitics one would
find on typical homestead. Two dwellings represent Akokisa Indian homestead,
Dwellings open Wed., Sat. 1 - 4 p.m. Al 20634 Kenswick Dr. off EM. 1960 casl.
281/446-8588,

MERCER ARBORETUM AND BOTANICAL GARDENS—A 214
acre facility with formal gardens; arboretum with picnic arca, garden and nature
trails. Open daily except Christmas, § am. - 7 p.m, At 22306 Aldine Westlield.
OLD TOWN SPRING —Charming shopping village located 20 miles north
of Houston, Reminiscent of a small Texas Hill Country town, restored railroad
village [rom the early 1900s has more than 150 unique shops, including two Texas
wine Lasting rooms, antique shops, museums, art galleries and restaurants, Open
Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 5 p.m.; Sun, noon - 5 p.m. Exit 70A off [-43, one mile east or
Exit 1960 from Hardy Toll Road on frontage road north. For inlormation, call
281/333-9310 or visit www.oldtownspringtx.com.

SIX FLAGS SPLASHTOWN - One of the largest and most popular
walcrparks with more than 50 rides, slides, and attractions, live enlertaimment
and special events throughout the season. From the incredible Wild Wave Pool,
Tree Housc Island Adventure and Kids Kountry. to the thrilling Texas Preclall,
SplashTown Watcrpark is truly a family attraction. Open daily June - Aug.; week-
ends in Apr. and Scpt. On northbound 1-43 at Louetts Rd. For information, call
281/335-3300. www.sixflags.comisplashtownhouston. Admission fee,

SPRING HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Historical documents, photos, and
other memorahilia tell the story of Spring and surrounding area. Open Tues. -
Sat, 10 a.m. - § pm.; Sun. 1 - 4 pm. At Spring Cypress Rd. and Gentry sts.
TEXAS AIR ACES —Wannabe pilots, ages nine to 99, can try their hands in
air combat, It's the real thing, not a simulator. Amateur “aces™ fly in the front
seat of T-34A Mentor aircraft while an air combat instructor supervises the mis-
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South Padre Island’s beach is great for building sand castles

sion from the rear scal. Aircrall feature infrared laser gun systems, gunsights,
threat-detection/warning syslems, and a four-camera video recording system.
Viden of the “mission” included. Flight experience not required: must be at least
4-[1. 8-n. 1o flv. Reservations required. D.W. Hooks Airport, 8319 Thora Lane
No. A-3, Call 281/379-ACES (2237) or 800/344-ACES (2237).

SUGARLAND = o
Pop. 63,328 Alt. 82 Map Q-20/TT-12

GENERAL—Town buill around sugar industry on land granted to Samuel M.
Williams in 1828, Williams' brother, Nathaniel, purchased the land in 1838 and
with 4 third brother, Matihew, operated Oakland Plantation growing cotlon, corn
and sugarcanc, In 1833, Benjamin Terry and William J. Kvle purchased the plan-
tation. Terry Is known for organizing Terry's Texas Rungers during the Civil War
and for naming the town. Upon the deaths of Terry and Kyle, Col. E.H.
Cunningham bought the 12,500-acre plantation soon after (he Civil War and
developed town around sugar-refining plant. In early 1900s refinery was sold and
named Imperial Sugar. Sugarcane is now imparted. Primarily a company town
until incorporated in 1939; Lloday the city has a diversified economic bas.
Growth parallels the huge growth ol Houston and Harris County.

MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN HISTORY —Museum, housed in a replica
of Thomas Jefferson’s retreat house. recalls history of Sugar Land and Fort Bend
County, Memorabilia exhibited include an extensive handgun collection from the
War Between the States; a hell from the Union Ship, USS Harriet Lane. caplured
during the Civil War's Battle of Galveston; furnishings and clothing from the
antebellum era; exhibit of Terry’s Texas Rangers: medical supplies and surgical
instruments, and authentic Confederate uniforms, Traveling exhibits throughout
the year, Library has unusual and rare books. Open Thes. - Fri. 10 am. - 4 pm.,

Satl. - Sun, 1 - 4 p.m. At 14080 Southwest Freeway. 251/269-7171.

TAFT R R
Pop. 3,396 Alt. 34 Map U-17

GENERAL—Fstablished in early 1900s on the San Antonio and Aransas Pass
RR in east central San Patricio County. Town named for Charles Taft of the
Coleman-Fulton Pasture Co, for which the station was a shipping point. Other
partners in the cnlerprise were named Mathis, Fulton, and Sinton—all of whom
have towns named [or them also, Today's economy is based on agriculture and
diversified industrics,

TAFT BLACKLAND MUSEUM —Housed in building once headquarters
of the giant Coleman-Fulton Pasture Co. Exhibits range from antique farm and
ranch equipment to personal and household items of early settlers. Museum also
contains valuable memorabilia from the Taft Ranch. Open Thurs. 10 a.m. - noon,
L -4 pm,, Sun. 2 - 5 p.m. 301 Green Ave. 361/528-2206.
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TEXAS CITY-LA MARQUE
Pop. (Corﬁﬁb.j 55,203 At 12 MapRZ

GENERAL—Although separale communities, twin cities share heritage, busi-
ness and living areas, Texas City was originally called Shoal Point; real growth
began in 1891 when financiers (rom Minnesota purchased site for real estale, rail
and port development,

La Marque was vriginally known as Highland; name changed in 1882 when
post office was granted. 11 became a station on the International-Greal Northern
Railroad in 1896,

Today the two cities between Houston and Galveston are both  pleasant resi-
dential area and site of major industrial and port facilities. Industries include tin
smelter, oil refineries, metal fabrication and chemical plants. Port ships grain, cot-
lon, sulfur, petroleum and chemical products, Localion of College of the Mainlind,

Recreational opportunities include boating, fishing, swimming, sailing and
picnicking; municipal golf course und all-weather municipal shooling range.

Shoppers find bargains al the Lone Star Factory Qutlet Stores on 1-45 at
Delany Rd. in La Marque. An information center inside the mall provides infor-
mation on area allractions.

For a list of special events, dining opportunilics, or additional information for
both cilies, visit the chamber of commerce office Mon. - Fri. S am. - 3 pm. at
8419 Emmett F. Lowry Expwy., Suite 105, or call 409/935-1408 or 281,280-3917.
COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND ART GALLERY —Exhihits of art
by regional and national artists. Open Mon, - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. during exhibi-
tions, 8001 Palmer Highway. For information. 409/938-1211, ext. 348,

DIKE AND MARINA —Texas Cily Dike extends five miles into Galveston
Bay with 600-foot fishing pier beyond tip of dike. Pier offers the deepest water
[or picr fishing in state where anglers often take speckled trout, redfish, lounder,
and tarpon. Visitors also {ind beach, boat launching and service facilities, bait,
camping, and motel accommodations.

FRANK B. DAVISON HOME - 1897 Victorian structure with period [ur-
nishings and archives dating back to Karankawa Indians and Jean Laffite’s
pirates, Tours 1st Sun. cach month, 2 - 5 pm, 109 Third Ave, N. Admission [ee,
GULF GREYHOUND PARK —(Greyhound racing year-round. Air-condi-
tioned grandstand facility features four levels each offering dining and vicwing
oplions. Evening racing Tues. - Sun. with post time at 7:30 p.m. Matince racing is
Wed., Fri, Sat.. Sun. with post time at 1:30 p.m. Gates open 30 minutcs prior to
post time. One block west of 1-45 South at Exit 13 in La Marque, For racing
information, 409/986-9300 or S00/ASK 2 WIN (273-2946) outside 409 area code.
PARKS —Twelve municipal parks offer playgrounds, 2 swimming pools, base-
bull diamends, tennis courts and picnic grounds.

VISITOR CENTER—Gateway Visitors Center, operated by Galveston County,
offers information on events, accommodations, dining and points of interest for
Galveston County. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m, - § pm.; Sun, L - 5 pom. At 13001
Delany Rd., Exit 13 off I-45 in La Marque. 409/938-0772.

TEXAS CITY MUSEUM—Museum [ocuses on the history of Texas City,
the birth of the US Air Force, the 1947 Texas City explosion, and includes a replica
of 4 1913 Army camp. Visit the new Children's Discover Place for an interactive
learning experience, complete with a dinosaur dig, Mexican mercado, zoetropes,
and more, Open Tues. - Sal. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. At 409 6th $t. 409/643-5799. Admis-
sion fee (children under 6 frec).
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TOMBALL
Pop. 10,000 Alt. 196 Map P-20
GENERAL - Growing city in northwest Harris County named for Thomas H.
Ball, prominent Houston atlorney and U1S. Congressman [rom Texas at turn of
the century, On May 27, 1933, an oil gusher erupted near the city causing the
area to experience an il boom. Community experiencing growth from expand-
ing population of Houston.

David Wayne Hooks Airport is state’s Jargest privately owned airport. Nu-
merous antique shops dot the downtown along with other shopping opportunities,

The city’s medical facilities include Tomball Regional Hospital and the Texas
Sports Medicine Clinic. Home (o Tomball College.

For information on accommodations, dining facilities, events or more on area
attractions, conlact the Tomball Chamber of Commerce at 281/331-7222,
COMMUNITY MUSEUM CENTER— Twelve structures include a
Victorian home with furnishing of 1860, & mid-1800 furnished farmhouse, an
carly 1900 church with original furnishings, pioneer country doctor’s office with
original cquipment and instruments, a laree farm building with implements, &
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Old Town Spring

[00-year-old two-story cotton gin, a one-room schoolhouse, cornerib, and an out-
house, Open Thurs, 10 a.m. - 2 pm., Sun, 2 - 4 p.m. For information, call
281/255-2148. At 510 North Pine St. Donations acecpled.

PARKS —City Parks include Juergens Park and Matheson Pork, which encom-
pass 17 acres for recreational use, [eaturing Tomball Memorial Playground, ten-
nis courts, baskethall, jogging/walking path, picnic areas, valleyhall and soccer.
Also, the Attaway Nuture Park includes a four-acre nature preserve, pond, grassy
amphitheater and a walking trail, Call City of Tomball for reservations or mare
information al 281/351-5484,

Harris County Parks include Burroughs Park, at 9738 Hulsmith, which fea-
tures open-air pavilion; a boardwalk and observation deck overlooking spring-
fed lake, playgrounds and ball fields, and picnicking facilities. Saruel Malthews
County Park. at 1728 Hufsmith, offers a covered basketball court and community
building. Spring Creek County Park offers picnicking [acilities, overnight camp-
ing area, lighted covered basketball pavilion, tennis courts, ball ficlds, and more,
Call 281/353-4196 for more information,

VICTORIA

Pop. 63,361 Alt. 93 Map 5-18
GENERAL —Scaltered Anglo-American settlers lived in area when Don
Martin de Leon founded townsite with 41 Spanish families in 1824, Named for
Gen. Guadalupe Vicloria, who became Mexico’s first president, Historical mark-
ers and graves in Evergreen Cemetery (Red River and Vine sis.) cite the de
Leon family, prominent in carly Texas colonization. Was one ol the [irst three
towns incorporaled by the Republic of Texas. Today a major indusirial and agri-
cultural crossroads of South Texas; home of Victoria College and Univ, of
Houston at Victoria.

McNAMARA HOUSE MUSEUM —Victorian home buill in 1876 for
William J. McNamara and his family. Collection offers visitors an extensive col-
lection of artifact, drawings, photographs, textiles, costumes, and furniture —all
representative of everyday life and eulture of late 19h-century South Texas..
Open Tues, - Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. 302 N, Liberty St. For inlormation, call 361/575-8227.
MUSEUM OF THE COASTAL BEND —Located on Victoria College
campus, museum showcases the rich multi-cultural heritage of the region.
Exhibits include artifacts and information ahout Presidio La Bahia and Fort St.
Louis, the first European settlement in Texas, as well as items recovered from
La Belfe, one of La Salle’s ships, and the science and archeology involved in the
recovery of these national treasures. At 2200 East Red River. Open Tues, - Sat.
10 a.m. - 4 pm. Admission fee. For more information, call 361/582-2511 or visil

www.muscumofthecoastalbend.org,



NAVE MUSEUM —Named for Royston Nave, Texas artist who achieved dis-
tinction in New York art circles in 1920s, and who painted extensively in and
around Victoria, Greco-Roman hall built by his widow in 1931 houses Nave's
paintings. Also features contemporary arl, sculplure and Lraveling exhibits. Open
Tues. - Sun. 1 - 5 pm. 306 W. Commercial St. For information, call 361/573-8227.
RIVERSIDE PARK—4(0) acres of woodland bordered by Guadalupe River;
200 picnic areas with tables and barbecue pits: several locations provide playground
equipment. Beautiful trees border fairways of 27-hole Riverside Golf Coursc.
THE TEXAS ZOO—Devoted to native Texas species; displayed in natural cn-
vironment with no cages. Open daily 9 a.m. - 3 pm. (till 7 p.m. Sat. & Sun. May -
Sept.). In Riverside Park. Admission fee. For information, call 361/573-7681.
VICTORIA MEMORIAL SQUARE —Landmark is old gristmill; hand-
shaped logs fastened by wooden pegs and homemade nails of carly German
farmers, South Texas winds once turned giant blades, grinding corn into [eed for
livestock, or cornmeal for family table. Mechanical parts of mill brought from
Germany before 1860. E. Commercial and De Leon sts.

WEST COLUMBIA

Pop. Alt. 32

Pop. 4,414 Map 5-20/BB-11
GENERAL—The Republic of Texas was born here on Oct. 3, 1830, with the
inauguration of Sam Houston as the Republic’s first President, Stephen E. Austin
as Secretary of State, and the swearing in of the Republic’s first congress. Today,
the replica of the first Capitol building and other historic sites combine with
antique and cottage shops, hotels and restaurants make this a popular Lourist
destination. Just 30 minutes from the Texas beach and only an hour from
Houston's amenities. For more information, contact the West Columbia
Chamber of Commerce al 979/345-3921 or visit www.wesicolumbiachamber.org,
COLUMBIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM —During the Texas Revolution,
West Columibia was known simply as Columbia; town figured prominently in his-
tory of Texas, Was [irst capital o the Republic of Texas [rom Sept. - Dec, 1836,
The first Congress convened under a triple-trunk lve oak tree known as the
Independence Tree, Sum Houston was inaugurated president, and Stephen F,
Austin served as the first Seeretary of State. A replica of the first capital (recon-
structed in 1977) is at [4th and Hamillon.

Reflecting the area’s prominent role in Texas history, the muscum traces the
historical significance of the Victorian era with artifacts from the jovs of child-
hood through the grief of death. Displays document the West Columbia Oilfield,
largest producer ol its time in the U.S,, and the ranching indusiry that still exists.
An entire Toom 1s devoled o East Columbia with & diorama ol the lown ag
founded in 1823 by Josiah H. Bell, photographs of carly-day homes, bells from
the Hiawatha and the Brazos Belle, and srand steamboats that sailed the Brazos
River, first lor trade, and later, pleasure,

New additions 1o (he museum include set of woudworking planes dating
back to 1860 and {wo beautiful wedding gowns from the 1890s,

The museum is open Wed, - Fri. 10 a.m, - 3 pm, For Sat. tours call 9793456125,
Localed at 247 E. Brazos (‘lexas 35) in West Columbia. www.wesicolumbia.org,

Columbia Historical Museum in West Columbia
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haun County Historical useum

HISTORICAL DRIVING TOURS—Printed booklet for self-guided driving
tour describes the historical sites in and around the first Capital of the Republic
of Texas. Booklets are available at the West Columbia Chamber of Commerce,
103 S, 16th St. For information, call 979/345-3921,

VARNER-HOGG PLANTATION STATE HISTORIC SITE—A mid-
1830s Texas sugar plantation built on rich Brazos River lands by Columbus R,
Patton and his enslaved peoples. Land originally obtained as part of Stephen F.
Austin’s Colony by Martin & Elizabeth Varner, pioneers who established first
rum distillery in Texas. Last private owner was James Stephen Hogg, first native-
born governor of Texas. House is filled with Miss Ima Hogg's decorative arts
collection. Site is open daily; lours of Plantation House conducted Tues, - Sal. 9 -
4 p.m. Picnic sites on landscaped grounds. Admission fee. One mile north of West
Columbia via C.R. 2582 off Texas 35, 970/345-4630,

WHARTON

Pop. 9,237 Alt. 111 Map R-19
GENERAL—On Colorade River, established as Wharton County seat when
county was organized in 1846. Home of Wharton County Junior College and
Gulf Coast Medical Center, Rice, corn, cotton and grain grown in the fertile
farmland makes Wharton one of the major agriculture producers in the state.
Veterans Memorial Monument in Monterey Square, downtown, bears the names
of service personnel who died in combat in World Wars [ & I1, Korea, Vietnam
and Lebanon. A soothing riverside park, Riverfront Park, overlooks the winding
Colorado River and has benches, picnic Lables, and plavground equipment. Just

1 block west of courthouse.

The downtown area is known for its quaint antique and gift shops, as arc the
surrounding historical areas of Glen Flora and Egypt. Murals painted on down-
town huildings depict county's diverse heritage, and the Wharton County
Courthouse restoration will return the structure to its original 1888 appearance.

For information on accommodations, dining facilities, and events, contact the
Wharton Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture office at 225 N, Richmond Rd.
or call Y79/532-1862 or visit www.whartontexas.com.

DICKSON MONUMENT—Granite shaft honors Sheriff Hamilton B.
Dickson, killed in 1894 during attempted capture of murder suspect. Lawman
was 50 widely respected, that trains were chartered from distant points to accom-
modate huge attendance at funeral.

WHARTON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM - Excellent area
museurn details heritage as well as economic background of county. Displays
include wildlife trophies as well as county artifacts and photographs dealing with
ranching, agriculture, archeology. medicine, and local sulfur mines. Also on the
grounds is the home of Dan Rather, CBS News Anchor and Wharton native.
Tours of this tacility are at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. during museum hours. Open Mon, -
Fri., 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (closed for lunch 12 - 1 p.m.}); Sat. - Sun., 1 - 5 p.m,

3615 N, Richmond Rd. 979/532-2600. www.whartoncountvmuseum,com.

73



AEL AL MLIRPHY/TXDOT

Clockwise from tap: Garner State Park near Cancan; the Texas Stale
Capitol in Austin; rafting on the Guadalupe River
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ELCOME TO THE HEART of the Lone Star State—the Hill Country

region. Here, you're not only in the middle of Texas, but you're also

at the center of everything Texas has to offer. You'll find beauty all around you.
The Hill Country is home to rolling hills that deminate the region, a breathtak-
ing display of wildflowers found along roadsides in springtime, year-round lush

green landscapes and plenty of splendid lakes and rivers beckoning you to

take a dip or cast your line.

This region begins in west Texas in Crockett County, and strelehes cast Lo
Austin, the state’s capital in Travis County. Mills County is the region’s north-
ern point, and Kinney, Meding and Uvalde countics make up the southern
border.

Austin, the jewel of the region, is host to many outstanding attractions and
points of interest. History bulls can sate their desire for knowledge at places
like the granite dome of the State Capitol building, which is taller than our
nation’s capitel, the Lyndon B. Johnson Library and Museum or the Bob
Bullock Texas State [listory Museum. While you're here, don’t miss the
Universily of Texas al Austin campus {one of the largest in the country) and
Zilker Park with its famous spring-fed Barton Springs pool. Do a little brows-
ing at the eclectic shops found along South Congress Avenue.

There is, of course, no shortage of shopping opportunities everywhere you
turn, Starting in San Marcos, vou'll find Prime Outlets and Tanger Outlet
Center, which is the largest factory outlet complex in the state. Just north of
San Marcos in the town of Buda, you'll find Cabela’s. the cye-popping outdoor
recreation mega-store that's so large there's a two-story mountain and giganlic

fresh-water aquarium inside its two-story lavout. There are also great antique

in Stonewall, which features the
reconstructed childhood home
and finul resting place of the

President. Down the road in
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Fredericksburg, you'll find

Bluebonnets in springtime

the National Museum of the
Pacific War, which tells the story of Admiral Chester Nimitz and features dis-
plays and exhibits detailing the American and Japanese batiles in Lhe Pacilic
Ocean during World War 11,

The region is also filled with heritage and historical muscums, amazing
underground caverns, historic structures providing a glimpse into the lives of
early Texas settlers, wineries offering tours of their vineyards and wine-making
facilities, wildflower and nature attractions, dude ranches that allow guests to
relax or have 4 true cowboy experience. and plenty of venues o enjoy some
quintessential Hill Country cuisine and music.

Be sure to read thoroughly through each city's listing within the Hill
Country region to learn gbout the wide array of destinations that await vou.

Enjoy the heart of Texas and have a great time in the Hill Country!

stores found in cities like Burnet, &

Wimberley, Dripping Springs and more. P
[f waler sports are more (o your liking,

vou'll find plenty of opportunities here.

apa apa gl vy ] bl _napi
There are almost two dozen magnificent T T
R S i

state parks here, most of which are located :
along lakes or rivers, So, if vou hke to fish, e i
£ ¢ S Fagle e
swim, waterski, pitch a tent and camp near a
lake or river bank, vou're definitely in the
right region,
B

with the exciting Schlitterbahn water park in

New Braunfels, Located alongside the
spring-fed Comal River, Schlitterbahn fea-
tures all kinds of water rides and activities

for the whole family. Tt has been recognized b
_GOUNTRY

as the top water park in the country for W EX I G 0 I

seven conseeutive years, There's also the

Park

Lyndon B. Johnson National listorical
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AUSTIN e
Pop. 656,562 Alt. 550 Map P-17/JJ-13

GENERAL —In [839, [ive mounted scouts ranged over a broad area of wilder-
ness seeking a site for a new capital city for the Republic of Texas. Location on
north bank of Colorado River was chosen where rich blacklands meet scenic
hills. Site occupied at the time by a four-family settlement called Waterloo. Name
honors Stephen F Austin, the “Father of Texas.” In carly Sept. 1839, archives and
furniture of Texas government were transported from Houston to Austin by 50
ox-drawn wagons,

Institutions of higher learning include Austin Community College, Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Concordia Univ. at Austin, Episcopal
Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Huston-lillotson College, St. Edward's
Univ,, and The Univ. of lexas at Austin,

Major annual events include South by Southwest Music, Iilm and Interactive
conferences in March, and the Austin Ciry Limits Music Festival in Sept.

Austin is starting point for the Presidential Corridor via U.S, 290, Texas 21 to
Texas 6 in Bryan/College Station connecting the George Bush Presidential Library
and Museum with the 1 yndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum in Austin.

The city hills itself as the “Live Music Capital of the World.” Austin has
it all —hlues, country, reggae, jazz, conjunte, Tejano, swing and rock. Performed in
various clubs around city and at nightspots along Sixth Street,

High tech and upbeat, that’s Silicon Hills. Austin is home to many computer
chip makers and other computer industries. The city is home to the nation's
largest urban bat colony. found under the Congress Ave, bridge during the sum-
mer. A kiosk on the north shore of Town Lake's hike-and-bike (rail near Four
Seasons Hotel and one on the south shore inform visitors when and where to
watch for the nocturnal mammals.

The Greater Austin Area offers more than 23 hed and breakfasts and more
than 140 hotel establishments. For information, contact the Austin Visitor Center
at 866/GO-ATSTIN.

AUSTIN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM —Children of all ages can touch, play,
and climb to their hearts’ content, Open Tues,, Thurs., Fri. &, Sat. 10 aum. - 5 p.my;
Wed. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Sun, noon - 3 pam. W, 2nd St. at Colorado $t. For informa-
tion, call 512/472-2499. Admission fee. www.austinkids org.

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS TOUR—TBS’s longest running program, Ausiin
City Limits, first broadcast from the KLRIU studios on the University of Texas
campus in 1976, continues to showcase great American musical talents, Free
passes to the tapings are the hottest tickets in town (and the hardest to come by),
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The Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum—The Story of Texas in Austin
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. GRIFFIS SMITHTD y : ;
but there's a free studio tour every Fri. at 10:30 a.m.

In the Jesse H. Jones Communications Building B,
at Guadalupe St. and Dean Keeton Blvd. For infor-
mation, call 512/471-4811. pbs.org/kIru/austin,
AUSTIN DUCK ADVENTURES - Tour
historic and scenic streets of Austin and then in

the very same vehicle, splash into Lake Austin for
a leisurely cruise in its erystal clear waters, Tour
usually includes the State Capitol, Governor’s
Mansion, UT-Austin campus, Sixth Street, Congress
Ave. and Lake Austin, Tours depart from the Austin
Visitor Center at 209 East Sixth St, Admission fee,
For information and departure times, call
512/477-3274, or visil www.austinducks.com.
AUSTIN MUSEUM OF ART -
DOWNTOWN —The AMOA presenls an array
ol art expeniences in the [un, informal and collabo-
rative spiril of Austin, The gallery presents 20th-
century and contemporary art, changing cxhibitions,
and educational programs. Open Tues, - Sat. 10 a.m. -
fp.m. (Thurs. § p.m.): Sun. noon - 5 pm. At 823
Congress Ave. For information, call 512/495-9224.
Adult admission fee. amoa.org.

AUSTIN MUSEUM OF ART AT
LAGUNA GLORIA—The museum’s exhibi-
tions tocus on art and nature. Outside visitors can
stroll the 12-acre grounds overlooking Lake Austin
and take in the scenic sculpture and historic gar-
dens. Open (Driscoll Villa) Mon. - Sun. 11 a.m. -

4 p.m.; (Grounds) Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. 11 am. - § p.m.; weekend
tours 1 p.m.; closed holidays. 3809 W. 35th, Admission fee. 512/458-8191.
AUSTIN NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER—Exhibits of science, natural
history, a Dino Pit, and botany, Wondertul hiking, nature trails in the heart of the
city. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 aum. - § p.; Sun. noon - 5 pm. 301 Nature Center Dr.
512/327-8181. cL. Austin.tx.us/ansc.

AUSTIN OVERTURES SIGHTSEEING —Take the fuchsia van for the
“Austin in ¥)-minute” narrated tour of Austin, which includes more than 30 his-
torical and cultural attractions on a 30-mile route. Tour historic Downtown, State
Capitol, Governar's Mansion. UT Campus, East Austin and a scenic drive to the
edge of the Hill Country. Daily tours are ticketed and depart from the Austin
Visitor Center at 209 E. Sixth St. For more information, call 512/659-9478 or visit
www.austinovertures.com.

AUSTIN VISITOR CENTER—For details about events and city attractions
stop by the visitor center operated by the Austin Convention & Visitors Burcau
at 209 E. ath §t. Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 pm.. Sat. - Sun. 9 am. - 6 pm. Call
866/GO-AUSTIN or $12/478-0098 for information, or visit www.austintexas.org.
AUSTIN ZOO - This delightful children's zoo in southwest Travis County

Harry Ransom Center



Austin Children’s Museum

offers children hands-on encounters with a variety of animals and includes pony
and train rides and a picnic arca. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; elosed Thanksgiving
Day and Christmas Day. Call for extended summer hours. Take U.S. 290 west to
Circle Dr; right on Circle Dr. to Rawhide Trail; right at ranch entrance. 10807
Rawhide Tr. 512/288-1490. Admission fee. www.austinzoo.org,

BALCONES CANYONLANDS NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE —Primary purpose of the refuge is to preserve (he nesling habitat of
the migratory endangered golden-cheeked warbler and black-capped virco, The
Refuge is open for davlight use only. The warbler may be seen on hiking trails at
Warbler Vista and Docskin Ranch public use areas. The vireo may be seen at
Shin Ouk Observation Deck, excluding the period from the end of March
through mid-April to allow vireos to set up nesting territories. This deck and
Doeskin Ranch are closed for four weekends from mid-Nov. through mid-Dec.
during Big Game hunting season. The Refuge is a sponsor of the Texas Songhird
Festival in April 2006 and National Wildlife Refuge Week during the first two
weekends in October. From U.S. 183, take EM. 1869 approximatelv 9 miles to the
observation deck; Warbler Vista is west of Lago Vista on FM 1431, Please call
512/339-9432 prior to visiting for exact dates, or visit
southwest.fws.povirefupes/texas/balcones.

BOB BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM - THE
S5TORY OF TEXAS - This state-of-the-art museum features exhibits and
interactive experiences that trace Texas history from before European explo-
ration to the early 1970s. A 400-seat IMAX" Theatre features 2-D and 3-D
films. The Texas Spirit Theater's “Star of Destiny” presentation is a brief history
of the Lone Star State. including three-dimensional images, special lighting and
sound clfects, as well as shaking seats as visitors witness a gusher from a Texas
oil derrick and the takeoff of a Saturn V rocket. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 am.- 6 pm,;
Sun. noon - 6 p.m. Visit Web site for IMAX Theatre show times. Corner of MLK
Blvd. and Congress Ave. Underground parking garage available; call the museum
for information on where to park buses, RVs and other large vehicles. Admission
fee for museum, free for children under 5. A separate admission charge is
required for hoth the IMAX and Texas Spirit Theaters. For information, call
512/936-8746, or visit www.thestoryoftexas.com.

CONGRESS AVENUE BRIDGE — Boasting one of the the largest urban
colonies of Mexican free-tailed bats, bridge is home o bat population of 1.3
million from Apr. to Oct. that creates a spectacle at sunset with a mass exodus
from underneath the bridge [or nocturnal flight. Located at S. Ist St. and
Congress Ave, For more information, contact Bat Conservation International

at S12/327-9721 or visil www.balcon.org.

EAST SIXTH STREET (OLD PECAN STREET)— Restaurants, clubs,
and shops occupy the Victorian and native-stone buildings in the famous enter-
tainment district that draws large crowds for weekend nightlife. National
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Register District. Seven markers within the seven blocks between I-33 and
Congress Ave.

ELISABET NEY MUSEUM —National Historic Site and studio of lamed
German sculptress who immigrated to Texas in the 1870s. Her works sland in
European palaces, the Texas and National Capitols, and the Smithsonian
National Museum of American Art. Largest collection al her studio here; open
Wed. - Sat. 10 a.m. - ‘i pm.; Sun noon - 5 pm. 304 E. 44th St 512/458-2255.

‘“:g.m

FRENCH LEGATION Bum 1840 by Comte Alphonse de Salipny, French
charge d'affaires to the Republic of Texas; a pem of Creole architecture with a
superb collection of period [urnishings. Open Tues. - Sun. 1 - 5 p.m., last tour
starts al 4:15 pm. 802 Sun Marcos St. Admission fee. 512/472-8180.

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER MUSEUM —The newly reno-
vated and expanded museum features four galleries, theater, dance studio. store
and expanded library. Open Mon., Wed. & Fri, 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Tues. & Thurs.
9:30 am.- 8 p.m.; Sat. - Sun. 1 - 5 pm, 1163 E. Angelina St. by Carver Library.
512/974-GWCM. ci. Austin.tx.us/carver.

GOVERNOR'S MANSION —Dignilicd white-columned mansion built
1856. The governor occupies a private second-loor apartment, Other elegant
rooms and antique [urnishings may be seen on public tours Mon. - Thurs,, every
20) minutes, 10 a.m. 1o noon, with last tour leaving 11:40 a.m. Reservations
required one day in advance, Groups and official functions control schedule.
1010 Celorado St. Tour information, 512/463-3516. governor.state.tx.us/mansion
HAMILTON POOL PRESERVE — Long a treasured swimming hole for
Austinites and Univ. of Texas students, Lhis grol[n-likc pool is one of Texas™ most
beautiful. 45-tt. waterfall spills into a deep, jade-green pool. (Note: Water quality
carefully monitored and swimming not allowed when bacteria count is too high,
Call ahead.) Other activities include picnicking and nature study. Guided nature
tour by reservalion. No drinking water available; no pets, glass containers, lircs
or cooking allowed. Take Texas 71 west approximately 16 miles 1o R.R. 62(,
then 1.5 miles to Hamilton Pool Road (EM. 3238) south for 13 miles. For addi-
tional information, call 512/264-2740. Admission fee.

HILL COUNTRY FLYER—S5ee CEDAR PARK.

LADY BIRD JOHNSON WILDFLOWER CENTER—Founded hy
Lady Bird Johnson in 1982, this 42-acre site includes numerous rescarch display
gardens, landscaped areas, and themed gardens. The Cenler is the only national
nonprofil rescarch and educational organization commitied lo the preservation
and re-establishment of native plants in planned landscapes. Visilor center with
muscum-quality cxhibits. Especially colorful during spring. Open Tucs. - Sat.

9 am. - 5:30 p.m., Sun. noon - 5 p.m. Tn southwest Austin; from 1-33, take
Slaughter Ln. Exit 227 west to Loop 1: south .8 mi; left to 4801 La Crosse Ave.
512/292-4100. Admission fee. wildllower.org.

LAKE CRUISES — Capital Cruises: Excursions on Town Lake and Lake
Austin [or sunscl and bat-watching plus private getaways. Also. pontoon, paddle
boal. canoe, and kayak rental. Reservations recommended. Departs from Hyatt
Regeney dock on Town Lake, 208 Barton Springs Rd. Cruisefrental fees, Call
512/480-9264 or visit capitaleruises.com for more information.

EVIN STILLMANTXDOT

K

Capital Visitors Center in the General Land Office in Austin
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Veloway in Austin

Lone Star Riverboat: Paddle wheeler offers sight-seeing excursions on Town
Lake [rom Mar. - Oct. (charter cruises vear-round). Departs from dock between
Hyatl Regency Hotel and South First Street Bridge on Town Lake; 1.5-hr. eruise
under city bridges, past mouth of Barlon Creek and Zilker Park, “wilderness”
scenery of limestone cliffs, huge bald cypress and native pecan Lrees, waterfowl and
great blue herons. Tour fee. Call 512/327-1388 for schedule. lonestarriverboat.com.
LAKES — Austin. Town, Travis, Walter E. Long. Sec LAKES listing,
LYNDON B. JOHNSON LIBRARY AND MUSEUM — Archives/
museum relating to LBI and office of the presidency in general; colorful high-
lights of political campaigns. Exhibits include gifts from foreign heads of state,

a moon rock. replica of Oval Office and changing exhibits. Open daily 9 am. -
§ pm.. 2313 Red River St. 312/721-0200. No admission fee. [bjlib.utexas.edu.

McKINNEY FALLS STATE PARK— At confluence of Onion and William-

son ereeks with quiet pools, eccasional rapids and waterfalls. Excellent visitor
cenler, hiking and interpretive trails, campsites, playground, ruins of homestead
ol Thomas F. McKinney, one of Stephen F. Austin’s original 300 colonists. Situated
about 13 miles southeast of downtown: From US. 183 south, take Scenic Loop
Rd. west 1o park entrance. Admission fee. 800/792-1112. 512/243-1643

MANOR DOWNS—Texas’ oldest pari-mutuel horse race track. Spring fea-
tures both Quarterhorses and Thoroughbred racing. Take T.S. 290 east to Manor
and Manor Downs Rd. For information, $12/272-5581. www.manordowns.com.
MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM —Permanent exhibits include Mexican masks
and photographs. Exhibitions [eature works by Latin American artists through-
out the year. Open Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - 6 pm., Iri. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 pm. At
419 Congress Ave. For information, call 512/480-9373. Admission [ee.
WWW.mexic-artemuseum.org

MOONLIGHT TOWERS —Austin’s strect lighting syslem began in 1893 when
the first of the original 31 towers was mounted. From « height of 165 feet, a clus-
ter of six carhon arc lamps (now mercury vapor) casts a glow over a radius of 3,000
feet. Only 17 towers remain, and Auslin is the US.'s only city with a tower system
still intact. For locations, contact the Auslin Visitor Cenler at 866/GO-AUSTIN,
MOUNT BONNELL —Rising morc than 700 fcet above sea level, natural
limestone formation found at western edge of city overlooking Lake Austin;
breathtaking views views of city skyline. Mount Bonnell Rd. reached via W. 35th
or Old Bull Creek Rd. (RR 2222).

NEILL-COCHRAN HOUSE —Domicile of National Society of Colonial
Dames of America in Texas. Greek Revival architecture circa 1833, Antique fur-
nishings and historic documents. Open Tues, - Sat. 2 - 5 p.m. Closed holidays.
2310 San Gabricl St. Admission [ee. 512/478-2335.

O. HENRY MUSEUM - Residence of William Sydney Porter. eminent
short story writer who signed his works O, Henry,” Porter lived in Austin 1885-
95, Desk, writing malerials and other [urnishings of the period. Open Wed. - Sun.
noon - 5 p.m. 409 E. 5th St. 512/472-1903. Donations accepted.

PARKS — Nin¢ major park areas of more than 7,733 acres, including five
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municipal golf courses, 75 playerounds, 44 swimming pools, 70 tennis court areas
and four tennis centers, 15 community recreation centers and 172 athletic fields.

Emma Long Metropolitan Park, beside Lake Austin about 17 miles north-
wesl via RM. 2222, Offers rugged mountain bike trails, swimming, fishing and
camping. Admission fee.

Walter E. Long Lake and Metropolitan Park include all lands around 1,300-
acre lake: fishing. sailing. About 5 miles east of downtown, Blue Blutf Rd. off
Webberville Rd. Admission fee.

Fiesta Gardens on Town Lake; displays of exotic flora and lagoon.

Mayfield Park recalls the cottage gardens of England where the landscaping,
the home, and the boundary walls interact to create the setting, Mary Mavfield
Gutsch created more than 30 raised flower beds separated by narrow paths while
her husband, Dr. Milton Gutsch directed the building of the stone walls, ponds,
and other garden features. Peacocks roaming the grounds are descendants of
those given Lo the owners in 1935, Historic 1870s cottage and grounds available
for partics. The park is open daily. At 3801 Old Bull Creek Rd., next door to
Austin Museum of Art-Laguna Gloria, For information, call 512/480-3036.

Zilker Park in southwest Austin includes popular Barlon Springs swimming
pool (open year-round; fee). Splash! Into the Edwards Aquifer is a hands-on
exhibit for kids and adults that explains how the aquifer is recharged and how
the creeks and rivers in the Austin arca are monitored for pollution. Visitors see
the evolution of how rain in the city makes its way to the Gulf of Mexico and
back in the form of rain clouds. Very educational and entertaining. In the
Beverly S, Sheffield Education Center. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun.
noon - 3 p.m. For tour information, call 512/327-8181.

Other altractions within the park include Zilker Hillside Theater and Zilker
Botanical Garden. Free Hillside Theater presents shows under the stars, early
June - Aug, Zilker Bolanical Garden 15 a [ree, beautiful showcase of flowers,
shrubs and trees; Japanese Garden and Rose Garden; and the new Hartman
Prehistoric Garden. For information, call 512/477-8672.

Other popular facilities of Austin parks are hike and bike (rails in scenic
areas along Barton Creek, Town Lake, Shoal Creck and Blunn Creck.
SOUTH CONGRESS —One of hippest Austin hangouts, also called SoCo,
colorful stretch of Congress Ave. lined with quirky shops, trendy dining spots,
unique accommodations, art galleries and music venucs, Monthly celebration
occurs during “First Thursdays,” held the first Thurs. each month., when mer-
chants remain open until 10 p.m. and host an array of cvents, activitics and
music. Located south of the Congress Avenue bridge, www firstthursday.info.
ST. MARY’'S CATHEDRAL—Newly renovated and restored, St. Mary's
Cathedral is an architectural landmark in the city. Cathedral was built just after
the Civil War and features Gothic-style arched doorway and Rose Window.
Located on 10th and Brazos sts.

STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX—The Capitol, a massive statchouse con-
structed of Texas pink granite, dominates the 46 acre, park-like arca. Free guided
tours offered Mon. - Fri. 830 a.m. - 430 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 pm., Sun.
noon - 3:30 p.m, Striking state office buildings surround the Capitol.

Capitol Visitors Center is housed in the renovated General Land Office
building construcied around 1857, the oldest state office building. Exhibits in-
clude a pictorial history of the Capitol's renovation and a 23-minute informa-
tional video, plus the history ol the Texas General Land Office. One gallery fea-
tures rotating exhibits. Gult shop. S12/305-84(00,

Located on the State Capitol grounds in the old General Land Office Building
is one of the 12 Texas Travel Information Centers operated by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation for the convenience of the traveling public. Uniformed,
professional travel counselors welcome visitors and provide a wealth of free lit-
erature, information, and suggestions 1o make every Texas trip more pleasant.

Working with the Texas Official Travel Map, counselors expertly chart routes
to any area of Texas. They point out the most convenient short-line directions,
or leisurely scenic drives to your destination. They supply comprehensive
statewide travel publications, plus detailed brochures aboul points of interest,
attractions, and recreational areas along the way. All of those services arc [rec.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. Noon - § pm. 11th Street and Brazos
Street. 512/463-8586. www.txdot.gov.

To speak to a professional travel counselor for travel information and trip
planning assistance, call 800/452-9292 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. central time, daily.
Travelers may also call for 24-hour automated road condition information and
seasonal reports on lacations of scenic spring wildflowers and fall foliage.
STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN MEMORIAL —Take a stroll on the Town
Lake hike-and-bike trail and stop at Auditorium Shores to pay homage to the
Auslin music icon who died in a helicopter crash in 1990, Fans from all over the



Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

world visit the life-size statue of the blues guitar legend as it faces the setting sun,
TEXAS MILITARY FORCES MUSEUM —Features extensive collection
of artifacts that detail the history of the military in Texas, from the Alamo Lo cur-
rent deployments in lraq and Afghanistan, Don't miss the Armor Row and
Artillery Park, home to more than 30 tanks and artillery picces used by the mili-
tary in wars from World War II to present. Also included in the display is a
Soviet vehicle used by the Iraqi Army which was captured during Operation
Desert Storm, and various Germany artillery pieces, Open Wed. - Sun. 10 a.m. -
4 pm. Visitors must enter through main security gates of Camp Mabry, at 3100
West 35th St.; be sure to have some form of photo ID available. Closed
Thanksgiving Day and Dec. 24 - 26, For more information, call 512/782-3659.
TEXAS STATE CEMETERY —The “Arlinglon of Texas” where monuments
mark resting places of nearly 2,000 patriots, slatesmen and heroes of Texas,
including tombs of Stephen F. Austin and Gen. Alberl Sidney Johnston (See
walking tours). Memorial also on grounds that honors Texas victims of the 9/11
tragedy and features (wo girder beams from the World Trade Center tawers, F,
7th and Navasota sts. Open Mon. - Fri. § am. - 5 p.m., weekends grounds are
open 8 am. - 5 p.m.
TEXAS STATE LIBRARY —Documents and books dealing with all phases
of Texas history, Open Mon. - Fri, § am. - § pm., cxeept genealogical research,
which is open Tues. - Sat. § a.m. - § pm. Closed holidays. Just east of State
Capitol. tsl.state.tx.us,
THEATER — Austin has a variety ol options for theatergoers. The restored
Paramount Theatre on Congress Ave. [ealures stage productions, musicals, and
classic films throughout the year, Other prominenl slages include Zachary Scott
Theatre, One World Theatre, State Theater. Live Oak Theatre, St. Edward Tnivs
Mary Moody Northen Theatre, Univ. of lexas Performing Arts Center. and Hvde
Park Theatre, Be sure to check out “Esther’s Follies” musical comedy revue on
Sixth St. For information on these and other theaters, visit Austin Visitor Center
or check with each theater. For information, call the Circle of Theaters Hotline
at 512/320-7168.
UMLAUF SCULPTURE GARDEN —One of world's few exhibits devot-
cd Lo a single sculptor: museum displays some 150 examples of works by Charles
Umlauf, nationally acclaimed seulptor. Indoor exhibits in modern museum,
others scattered along walks throughout tree-shaded garden. Open Wed. - Fri.
10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Sat. - Sun. 1 - 4:30 p.m. 605 Robert E. Lee Rd. (near Zilker
Park). 512/445-5582 or visit www.umlautsculpture.org. Admission fee,
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS —Located just north of the State Capilol and
downtown, university features a main campus of 357 acres and some 120 build-
ings. Information Center in Sid Richardson Hall, adjacent to the LB Library
and Museum, provides information and maps for campus attractions, Open
weekdays 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Jack 8. Blanton Museum of Art—Museum’s permanent collection includes
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more than 17,000 works that span the history of Western civilization—from
ancient art to the most recent contemporary works. Known as onc ol the fore-
most university art museums’ in the nation, is recognized [or its Old Masters
paintings, modern and contemporary American and Lalin American art, and
encyclopedic collection of prints and drawings. At 23rd and San Jacinto. Open
Tues. . Wed., Fri. - Sat, 10 a.m, - § pam,; Thurs. 10 am. - 8 pm.; Sun. 1- 5 pm.;
closed Mon. Located at 23rd and San Jacinto sts. Admission fee, hut no admis-

Harry Ransom Center—Onc of the world's finest cultural archives, center
houses a rare Gulenberg Bible. printed in 1455. Other exhibits include 30 million
literary manuscripts. one million rare haoks, five million photographs, and more
than 100,000 works of art, Recently renovated, the facility showcases changing
cxhibits from permanent holdings. Open Tues., Wed., Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Thurs,
10 am. -7 p.m.;Sat. - Sun. noon - § p.m. On Univ. of Texas campus, 21t and
Guadalupe. No admission fee. 512/471-8944,

Texas Memorial Museum— Historical, archaeological and geological collee-
tions. Includes the fossil remains of the largest flying creature ever found, a
Pterosaur, with a wingspan of more than 40 feet that lived in Texas 65 million
years ago. Other exhibition items range from gems and minerals to [ossils and
meteorites. Open Mon. - Fri.9 am. -5 pm.;Sat. 10 am.- 5 pm., Sun. 1 - 5 pm.
Closed major holidays. Free. 2400 Trinity St. 512/471-1604. www.tmm.utexas.edu.

UT Tower—Enjoy the spectacular view from atop the University of Texas’
most famous landmark. Tours are available through reservations, usually a
week in advance, Univ. of Texas campus. Call or check on-line for schedule.
312/475-6033. www.ulexas.cdu/tower.

VELOWAY —A 3.1 mile streteh perfect for biking and in-line skating. Located
next to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. 4009 La Crosse Dr. For infor-
malion, call 312/974-6700.

WALKING TOURS —Explore the city with three free, guided walking tours
featuring experienced and knowledgeable guides. Schedule runs March - Nov,
Call 866/GO-ATUSTIN for more information.

Capitol Grounds: This tour reveals stories of past government elections and
interesting facts about the legendary granite building, Actual dome stands 14 [eet
higher than nation's capitol in Washington, D.C. Tours run Sat, - Sun, at 9 a.m.

Congress Avenue & East Sixth Streer Tour: This 10-block National Historic
Registered District tour weaves through downtown revealing history of Congress
Ave, Continues along nine-block Sixth Street district and highlights Victorian archi-
tecture dating back to mid-1800s. Tours run Thurs. - Sat. at 9 a.m. and Sun. at 2 p.m.

Bremond Block Tour: Walk through most distinguished block in downtown Aus-
tin. Once considered one the most refined and eminent neighborhoods owned by
a single family. John Bremond Sr., family patriarch, successfully built this block with
Victorian houses and lush landscapes. Tours depart Sat. & Sun, promptly at 11 a.m.

The Driskill Hotel: Built in 1886 by cattle baron Col. Jesse L. Driskill, offers
a tour through the beautiful corriders and spaces. Learn about myths, legends,
and facts about Driskill and his family while walking through the property, At
Sixth and Brazos sis,

Austin Nature and Science Center
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Hyde Park Tour: Scll-guided tour: Victorian and bungalow-style homes
along tree-shaded strects in historic neighborhood. Elisabet Ney buill her studio
here. Hyde Park is just north of downtown and the Univ. of Texas, roughly
between 38 1/2 St. and 45th St.

Texas Siate Cemetery: Seli-guided tour. Begins in the middle of Road Spur
165, the shorlest slate highway in Texas. Seven blocks east of I-35 at East
Seventh and Navasota sts.

A step-by-step booklet is available from the Austin Convention & Visitors
Bureau for each of these self-guided tours. Tours [ree. 512478-0098.
WESTCAVE PRESERVE —3()-acre natural area home to many rare and
endangered plants; also sanctuary for golden-cheeked warbler and other birds.
Two ecosystems: Upper half grassland savannah with wildflower meadows and
stands of ashe juniper and live oak; lower half created millions of years ago hy
collapse of roof of an immense limestone cave now flourishing as a natural ter-
rarium canopied by giant cypress trees. Weather permitting, tours are Sat. and Sun,
10 a.m.;noon, 2 and 4 p.m. (weekdays by reservation only). Tours limited to first
30 visitors. About 45 minutes west of Austin, Take Texas 71 one mile past Bee
Cave; left on M. 3238 17 miles. First gate on right after crossing Pedernales
River. 83(/825-3442.

WILD BASIN PRESERVE —Scenic Hill Country wilderness west of city.
The 220-acre preserve is home to lwo endangered bird species: Golden-cheeked
warhler and black-capped virco. Four miles of hiking (rails and a special trail for
the mobility impaired. Open daily sunrisc to sunset. On Loop 360, 1.25 miles
north of Bee Cave Rd. (R.M. 2244). For special puided tours, call 512/327-7622,

BANDERA I
Pop. 957 Alt. 1,258

GENERAL—Founded 1852 as 4 cypress shingle camp, and site of a Morman
colony established 1854, One of the oldest Polish communitics in the US. An
authentic Western town surrounded both by working and guest ranches; bills
itsell as “Cowhov Capital of the World.” Rodeos are held at least twice weekly
[rom Memorial Day through Labor Day; check with the convention and visitors
bureau [or schedule. Horseback riding available, plus swimming in resort pools
or ¢lear Hill Country lakes and rivers. Fine year-round fishing; hunting in seasons
for wild turkey and white-tailed deer; camping, hiking, rodeos, horse races, lwo
18-hole goll courses, and country/Western dances.

Contact Bandera Convention & Visilors Bureau for details on horse-back
riding, guest ranches, and ranch lours, as well as historic sites, area attractions
and special events al 1206 Hackberry, across from the Bandera County

DUDE RANCHES — Whether you call them guest ranches or dude ranches,
Bandera has plenty. Some are rustic; others are equipped with all modern
conveniences. Check with convention & visitors bureau.

FRONTIER TIMES MUSEUM —Old West relics, Western art and
antiques, plus Indian artifacts. Variely ol ilems range from centuries-old Chinese
temple bells to Buffalo Bill Wild West Show posters. Open daily 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m,
and Sun. 1 - 4:30 p.m. Admission fec.

HILL COUNTRY STATE NATURAL AREA —Minimum development
characterizes this 5,369-acre park in the heart of the Texas Hill Country,
Primitive camping is permitted in a 20-acre designated site. Horseback riding,
backpacking, and hiking are popular activitics. On EM. 1077, 10 miles west.
HISTORICAL TOURS—Walking or driving tours of Bandera County are
available. See the original jail and county courthouse and some of the oldest
buildings in the county along historic Eleventh St. Also, watch saddle makers
and blacksmiths, You can also tour a working Longhorn ranch, Information on
sell-guided tours can be picked up at the convention and visitors burcau.
LAKE —Medina, See LAKES listing.

POLLY’S CHAPEL—Built in 1882 by José Policarpo Rodriguez, this piclur-
esque church still stands in the tree-covered hills of Bandera County on Privilege
Creek. Rodriguez, known as “Polly,” was born in Mexico and came to Texas with
his father as a child. He hecame famous as a scoul [or the US, Atmy. a guide, a
hunter and a minister. He joined the Methodist Church and was licensed as a
Methodist preacher. He built this tiny chapel with his own hands. Just & short dis-
tance from the chapel is a well-tended graveyard where Polly is buried. Chapel
usually open. Otf Texas 16 about six miles southeast of city.

ST. STANISLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH - Built 1876, serves Polish sct-
tlement dating from 1855, one of oldest Polish parishes in T1S.

SCENIC DRIVES —Beautiful Hill Country landscapes in almost any dirce-
tion: Texas 173 north winds through scenic vistas to Camp Verde and Kerrville,
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Horseback riders cross Medina River near Bandera

‘Tiexas 173 south rolls to southern edge of hills and enters lower South Texas Plains.
Texas 46 cast explores steep-shouldered scenery through community of Pipe Creek
to German-accented town of Boerne, Texas 16 and EM. 470 west is one of the

best—dramatic blue hills enfold small green valleys threaded by sparkling creeks,

BIG LAKE
Pop. 2,885 Alt. 2,678
GENERAL — Community developed with building of Orient Railroad in 1911:
scrved as marketing and retail center for surrounding cattle and sheep ranches.
The Univ. of Texas owned much of rather arid grazing land around Big Lake
where, in 1923, 4 large vil pool was discovered with the Santa Rita No. 1. The dis-
covery made the Univ. of Texas one of the richest schools in nation. Today Big
Lake is scat of Reagan Counly; name derived from large. shallow depression to
the south that forms a broad, shallow lake during rare wet seasons.

HICKMAN MUSEUM —Fcatures memorabilia on Big Lake and Texon.
Texon was developed by Texon Oil and Land Co., developers of Big Lake Oil
Field. Museum features artifacts of the Santa Rita No. 1, and other oil related
relics. Also houses the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce Office. Open Mon. - Iri.
9 a.m, - noon, 609 Main St. For additional information on museum and city, call
323/884-2980.

OLD COURTHOUSE —Northwest aboul 12 miles, among flat tablelands
and low hills, two-story building of native stone in community of Stiles, county
seat at turn of the century. When large landowner refused to let railroad cross his
property, the line built through Big Lake and Stiles withered.

REAGAN COUNTY PARK—Large park arca with community center,
pool. picnic shelters, camping (with hookups), replica of Santa Rita No. 1, North
of city via Ulah Ave.

SANTA RITA NO. 1—Actual well site with oil derrick and some of the
original equipment used during gusher of May 28, 1923; 8,525-ft. well productive
until 1990. Historical marker outside fenced site gives more details about the fa-
mous well that brought an era of prosperity Lo West Texas. Four miles west of
town on US, 67,

BLANCO
Pop. 1,505 Alt. 1,350 Map Q-15

GENERAL—Settled 1853 by pioneer stockmen who had to fortily homes [rom
attacks and raids. Named Blanco (Spanish word meaning white) for the Blanco




River. Centerpiece ol lown square is the Old Blanco County Courthouse, fine
example of Second Empire-style architecture. Town was Blanco County scal
from 1858 to 1891, when the county seat moved to centrally located Johnson
City. Now popular tourist and resort area of Hill Country surrounded by seven
warking lavender larms and offering bed & breakfasts and two locally owned
motels. Town square joined to state park hy wo-block City Park, with nature
trail featuring Xeriscape garden. Sunny climate attracts campers, anglers, and
hunters. Hill Country streams offer game fish: hunters take white-tailed deer,
wild turkey, quail. and dove during seasons,

Anligue stores, art galleries, Market Days, restaurants and arlisans oceupy
historic buildings around old courthouse. The courthouse and 37 other buildings
on or near the square are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

For more information, contact the Blanco Chamber of Commeree at
830/833-5101 or visit www,blancochamber.com.

BLANCO STATE PARK—11{-acre park, in scenic Blanco River Valley, lics
largely within city limits. Camping, trailer sites, picnicking, screened shelters,
aroup pavilion. fishing, swimming, tube rental, children’s play area. rest rooms,
showers. On LS. 281, Admission fee. 800/792-1112.

LAKE — Canyon. See LAKES listing,

SCENIC DRIVE R.M.32 from US. 281 two miles south of Blanco. Portions
ol drive toward San Marcos follow a ridee called “The Devil's Backbone,” a treat
of Hill Country landscapes where white-tailed deer are often seen, especially
early or late in the day.

BOERNE L
Pop. 8,469 Alt. 1,405

GENERAL—Boerne, (pronounced BER-nee) was founded in 1849 by a group
of German settlers who aspired to create their own version of Thomas Moore's
Utopia.

Named after Ludwig Borne, the little town once known as Tusculum, was sil-
uated on the Cibolo Creek and quickly became a lourist destination because of
ils pure air and surpassing beauty. Boerne is the home to some of the oldest his-
torical sites in the area, and it is rich with German heritage. The annual Berges
Fest in June and The Boerne Village Band's summer Abendkonzerie serics are
proof Strall down Hauptstrasse (Main Street) and experience a feast of shops—
antiques. gifts, home accessories, boutiques, jewelry, books and collectibles, Tuke
a break at a cafe, coffee shop, bakery or wine bar, or Lry the local brewery,
Boerne boasts a vibrant arts community with dozens of galleries, arts and music
events, and a community theater,

Accommodations in the Boerne area are the Hill Country’s finest,
Destination resorts, conference centers, bed and breakfasts, inns and holels are
nestled in the rolling landscape. Visitors escape the hustle and bustle of the big
cities as vacationers did here beginning a century ago.

Year-round festive cultural events fill the air with music and merriment.
Berges Fest. the Kendall County Fair, Weihnachts Fest, Dickens on Main, Boerne
Market Days. Key To the Hills Antique Show, Fourth of July Fireworks show, the

Blanco State Park in Blanco

Map Q15
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Cave Without a Name in Boerne

Key ta the Hills Rod Run, Boerne Triathlon, and three parades are but a few of
the festivals and events that draw people [rom near and far,

For & unigue and memorable Hill Country experience, plan a weekend get
away, a wonderful day of shopping, or just come by and have lunch and relax in
the warm and gracious hospitality of Bocrne—a true Texas “Star.” The perfect
setting [or relaxation of the body and restoration of the soul,

For more information, contact the Bocrne Convention and Visitors Bureau,

B88/842-8080 or visit www.visithoerne.ory,

AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE MUSEUM —Founded in 1986, the
Agricultural Heritage Center & Museum (Ag Museum) offers visitors a tour
through history. The exhibits showcase a wide variety of antique farm machinery,
horse-drawn implements, woadworking & metalworking tools, and turn-of-the-
century houschold articles, Most ilems on display at the Ag Museum are donated
by local families whose ancestors farmed, ranched, and worked the fronticrs of
Boerne, Kendall County, and the Texas Hill Country. Regular hours are Sat. -
Sun. 10 a.m. - 3 pm. To schedule special groups or tours during the week, call
830249-3388 or 830/336-3364 nights and weekends. www.AgMuscum.org
CAVE WITHOUT A NAME —Less than 12 miles [rom Bocrne, in the
heart of the scenic rolling hills of the Hill Country, Cave Without A Name is

a nalural living cavern, some say the most beautiful in Texas. The cave is filled
with spectacular formations of stalactites, stalagmites, soda straws, cave drapery.
llowsloncs, rim stone dams and more. Open daily except for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Year-round temperature of 66 degrees, so the Texas heat is no
problem! For more information on times and admission call 830/337-4212,
SRS/TEX-CAVE or visit www.cavewithoutaname.com,

CIBOLO NATURE CENTER—100 acres of protected land in the Texas
Hill Country. Experience four different ecosystems that include walking trails,
streams, and quict groves. Participate in one of the many educational workshops
or come for the spring and summer concert series, “Cibolo Songs and Stories.”
Open daily. For more information, call 830/249-4616 or visit www.cibolo.org,
ENCHANTED SPRINGS RANCH —This 86-acre working ranch excites
visitars from all over the world with its rugged, natural heauty, collection of exot-
ic animals, and authentic time warp—a Western town right out of the 180()'s.
Originally designed for Weslern movies, the Old West town consists of aver 30
buildings and has alreudy been used in several TV lilms and commercials, This
truly magical place is where all your dreams of the Old West come true. Open
Tues. - Sun. For admission information call 830/249-8222, 800/640-5917 or visit
www.enchantedspringsranch.com.

GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK — 1,900 scenic acres surrounding the
beautiful cypress-lined Guadalupe River, Tent and RV camping, rest rooms, show-
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ers. picnic sites. Fishing, canoeing, swimming and hiking, Wildlife area. Texas 46 cast,
13 miles from Boerne. Call 800/792-1112 for admission information,

SISTER CREEK VINEYARDS —Headquartered in 4 Historic cotton gin,
visilors can see artifacts of the gin as well as the vinevard and wine making area.
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon blend are all produced here. Tours
and tastings daily. 830/324-6704 or www.sistercreekvineyards.com,

VISITOR CENTER - Localed inside historic Kingsbury House, a turn-of-the-
century limestone and stuceo Hill Country ranch-style house featuring bright
natural light, custom-made brochure kiosks, hardwood floors, original doors and
windows, a large wrap-around porch, and several fireplaces. Also on the property
is an original two-room rock house, one of the oldest in Boerne, and more. Stop
by and pick up [ree brochures, maps. and lodging info. 833/842-8030.

YE KENDALL INN—Stagecoach Inn built in 1839, is a Texas historic land-
mark listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Served as a gathering
place for lawmen, army officers, cattle drivers and [rontier celebrities. Today is a
beautifully restored hotel and inn with a world class restaurant and meeting
facilities. 800-364-2138 or www.yekendallinn.com.

BRACKETTVILLE
' Alt. 1,110

Pop. 1,876 Map R-12
GENERAL—Established as supply village for adjacent Fort Clark in 1852,
Fort was one of the most historic military posts in Southwest. Over Lhe years,
many infantry regiments and most of Army’s cavalry units saw duty at Forl Clark.
Deactivated in 1944, property is now resort development, Town also became
trade center for surrounding ranches and irrigated farms. Seat of Kinney County.
Hunting in area for white-tailed deer, wild turkey. javelina, and upland game birds.
ALAMO VILLAGE —Western family recreation center built around movie
set for John Wayne's “The Alamo,” filmed in 1959, Set was one of the largest and
most complete ever constructed in the U.S. The Alamo replica, built by adobe
craftsmen from Mexico, overlooks a complete [rontier village of the 1800s.
Operated by Shahan Angus Ranch, sct includes a cantina-restaurant, trading
post, Indian store. authentic stage depot, old-time jail, bank, saddle shop, and
other Lypical Old West structures. This is a working ranch; don’t be surprised to
see cattle or hay placed in buildings during the off season. During summer
maonths visitors see regular country/Western shows, often interrupted by shoot-
puls hetween frontier lawmen and desperados. Set still used for movies, televi-
sion, and commercials. Open daily at 9 a.m.: 7 miles north on R.M. 674,
Admission fee. 830/563-2580.

FORT CLARK SPRINGS—Site of Fort Clark, established in 1852, Notable
military officers who served here include Col. Ranald 8. Mackenzic. Generals
George C. Patton and George C. Marshall. Fort deactivated in 1944, Today a
resorl-relirement community open to public offering motel, restaurant, RV park,
18-hole golf course and giant spring-fed swimming pool. For reservations call
830/563-2493 or 800/937-1590.

Sister Creek Vineyards near Boerne
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Buchanan Dam Visitor Center

0ld Guardhonse Museum has local and pioneer history exhibits. Museum open
Sat.,Sun. 1 -4 p.m. Operated by Fort Clark Historical Socicty of Kinney County.
HISTORIC BUILDINGS —Several in area are of historical interest. St. Mary
Magdalene Catholic Church dates [rom 1878; Masonic Lodge Building, ¢. 187,
was original county courthouse, 1t stands next to present courthouse and is dated
by outside staircase.
KICKAPOO CAVERN STATE PARK—For information, visit
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.
SCENIC DRIVES —Two highways lead north into scenic landscapes of the
Hill Country, rich in wild game and beautiful vistas, Among sheep, goats, and cal-
tle in rocky pastures. travelers may catch glimpses of white-tailed deer or wild
turkey, especially in late afternoon. Several views of West Nueces River winding
among steep cliffs and hills, R.M. 674 north to Rocksprings or RM. 334 north-
east to intersection with Texas 55.
SEMINOLE INDIAN SCOUT CEMETERY —Dating from frontier era,
scouts descended from slaves stalen from plantations by Florida Seminoles.
Moved to Oklahoma after Seminole War, many scouts migrated toward Mexico.
Army hired 150 as scouts to follow trails of raiding Indians. A group settled in
Brackettville around Fort Clark. Descendants remain as farmers and ranchers,
and they maintain old cemetery on county road about 3 miles south. Graves
include four Medal of Honor winners.

BRADY i S— — ettt i ———
Pop. 5,523 Alt. 1,670 Map N-14

GENERAL—Settled mid-1800s. became seat of McCulloch County 1876. At
edge of Hill Country on former Dodge Catile Trail.

Historical markers note the scographical center of Texas: one is on the pic-
turesque courthouse square, and another, some 15 miles north on U.S. 377, is five
miles southeast of the exact center of Texas. Those markers have been supersed-
ed by an exact pinpointing of the center point by the Texas Association of
Professional Surveyors. A third marker in place on private land was dedicated in
March 1997, Tn straight-line distance it’s 437 miles to the Rio Grande beyond
[l Paso. 401 miles to the Rio Grande below Braownsville, 412 miles (o the
Panhandle border beyond Texline, and 341 (o the Sabine River near Burkeville,
Also, historical marker seven miles east of city oll Hwy. 1% commemorates
Soldier’s Watering Hole, which was spot in mid-1800s where group of 18 immi-
granls were Killed by Native Americans.

The longest fenced cattle trail in the world once extended [rom a railhead at
Brady to Sonora.

The town is nestled around a picturesque courthouse square thal fealures
unique craft and antique shops. It offers excellent parks, city-owned lake and golf
course, and fishing year-round. Hunting during seasons includes white-luiled
deer, wild turkey, dove, and quail. Annual events include the World
Championship Barbeeue Goat Cook-Off during Labor Day weekend, and the
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Heart of Texas Thunder Drag Boal Races during the first weekend in June,

For information on evenls, accommodations, dining, or sports events, call the
Brady/MecCulloch County Chamber of Commerce at 888/577-3657 or 325/597-
3491 or visit www.bradytx.com.

HEART OF TEXAS COUNTRY MUSIC MUSEUM —Opened in
2000, more than 75 country music are honored here, and displays include stage
costumes. musical instruments, personal effects. life-size wax figures and more,
Open Fri. 2 - 4 pm.; Sat. 10 am. - 4 pm; Sun. Noon - § pm. For more informa-
tion, e-mail tracy@hillbillyhits.com. www.hillbillvhits.com

HEART OF TEXAS HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Early ranch and home
exhibits, farm implements, pioneer weapons, vintage photos, and memorabilia.
Housed in restored county jail, circa 1910, still exhibiting cells and prisoner hard-
ware. Open Fri. - Sun. 1 - 5 pom. Corner of High and Main sts., one block west of
town square. 325/597-0526

LAKE —Brady Reservoir. See LAKES listing,

PARKS — Richards Park is city-owned park that includes 45 RY hookups,
showers and rest roomsm and 150 primitive campsites, pavilion, baseball fields,
soccer fields, and playground area. For reservations call 325(597-2152. Brady
Municipal Golf Course is a beautiful 9-hole municipal course, Call 325/597-6010
for more information.

SANTA FE CENTER-—Restored depot serves as art gallery and studio,
Depot and N. Bridge sts.

BUCHANAN DAM .
Pop. 1,688 Alt. 1,025 Map O-15
GENERAL —Small resort and retirement community that grew at construction
site of dam whose name it bears; popular center for extensive tourist activity on
and around Lake Buchanan,

BLACK ROCK PARK—Public facility on western shore of Lake Buchanan
wilh camping, swimming. fishing, and boating. Features 25 tent sites, 15 RV sites,
12 heated and air-conditioned cabins, boat ramp, playground, rest rooms and show-
ers, and swimming areas. Admission fees, additional fees for camping and mini-
cabins. On Texas 261. Call 300/776-5272, ext. 3366, or visit www.lcra.org/parks.
BUCHANAN DAM VISITOR CENTER—Spectacular view of largest of
Highland Lakes: in building near dam: telescopes. Houses local chamber of com-
merce, and museum that teatures construction of Buchanan Dam, dedicaled in
1937 and one of the largest of its kind in the U.S, Living history vidcolape, old
photographs, exhibits on area history, Xeriscape garden. Visilors enjoy feeding
huge school of fish that congregate below vbscrvation deck. Open daily 9 a.m. -
3 pam, 512/793-2803,

FALL CREEK VINEYARDS - A 65-ucrc cstate winery on the northwest
shore of Lake Buchanan in Texas Hill Country. French tradition combined with
California technology creates premium, award-winning wines. Open for com-
plimentary tours and wine tasting, Mon. - Fri. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Sat. noon - 5 p.m.
Open. mid-Mar. - mid-Nov. on Sun, noon - 4 pm. [or tasting and sales only. Take
Texas 261 to Blutfton, then EM. 2241 northeast, 2.2 mi. past Tow. 512/476-4477,
HIGHLAND LAKES GOLF COURSE - Beauliful nine-hole course on
shore of Inks Lake, Inks Lake State Park.

INKS DAM NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY —Thousands of fish bred
in scientific facilily’s ponds. Lakes from across the country are stocked from
here. Of interest regarding aquaculture, but limited sight-seeing: no aquarium
exhibits. Open Mon. - Fri. § a.m. - 4 p.m.; closed weekends. Take Texas 29 cast to
Park Road 4, then south on Park Rd. 4, [ollow signs, S12/793-2474.

INKS LAKE STATE PARK—2,000 acres on Inks Lake southeast of
Buchanan Dam. Camping, shellers, trailers, rest rooms, picnicking, groceries, fish-
ing, swimming, boals, golf, nature study, hiking, Access via Texas 29 east, south on
Park Road 4. Admission [ee. 800/792-1112,

LAKES —Buchanan, Inks. Sce LAKES listing.

LONGHORN CAVERN STATE PARK—About 12 miles southeast. See
BURNET.

VANISHING TEXAS RIVER CRUISE—Scc BURNET.

BUDA

Pop.2,404  Alt 716,  Map Q-16
GENERAL—The city was formally established on April 1, 1881, when Mrs.
Comnelia Trimble donated land for a townsite at an Tnternational-Great
Northland Railroad depot there. The area had earlier been settled as part of

a Mexican land grant. Common explanation for name is that it derives from the

Fort Croghan Museum in Burnet

Spanish word, viuda, meaning widow. The town had gathered a reputation as a
popular eating stop for rail travelers and the name may refer 1o a pair of widows
who cooked at the establishment in the late 1800s. Only 17 miles from Austin on
1-35, the town’s growth has paralleled Austin’s growth since the 1980s. Many
original buildings along Main St. now house antique shops and related business-
es, including a popular Farmers Market (May - Nov.).

For information on events, restaurants, and accommodations, call the Buda
Area Chamber of Commerce al 512/295-9999.
CABELA'S — An 185,000-sq. [t. vutdoors superstore that features museum-
quality dioramas, a 40-lool conscrvation mountain, 12,000-sg. ft. trophy deer
museum, 60,000-gallon aquarium, and hundreds of wild game trophies displayed
in an exceptional showroom. Other [catures include a laser arcade, gift shop,
restaurant, general store, [ly [ishing shop, furniture department, bargain cave,
gun library and more. Open Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. - 8 pm. Al
interchange of I-35 and Loop 4.
JARDINE FOODS —Visitors here will see food production for authentic

HILL COUNTRY

Texas recipes like barbeeue sauce, salsa, dips, jalapefio jelly, and more, Gill shop.

Open Mon. - Fri. 9 am. - 430 p.m., Sat. - Sun. 11 a.m. - 4 pm. Take Exit 221
(Loop 4) from T-35 west 1.1 mi. just past the Jardine Ranch sign. For informa-
tion, 512/295-4600.

BURNET

Pop. 6,325 Alt. 1,319 Map O-16
GENERAL —Seat of Burnel County, town grew around frontier Fort Croghan,
established 1849, One of the mos| ancient geological areas of the world. Features
outcropping of granite and famous Longhorn Cavern. Nearby White Bluff char-
acterized by beautiful formations created by running and dripping water; on
EM. 2341 off Texas 29, about 15 miles northwest.

Year-round tourist destination. Numed Blucbonnet Capital of Texas by 67th
Texas Legislature; known [or beauliful display of wildflowers each spring. An-
nual Bluebonnet Festival is held the sccond weekend in April. Antique shopping
on historic square. Camping [acilitics and excellent fishing on nearby Highland
Lakes. Hunters take deer, wild turkey, and dove in season,

Delaware Springs Golf Course is an 18-hole municipal goll course on
U.S. 281 south of town. Open daily from daylight to dark. 312/756-8471.

For information on attractions, accommodalions, and special events, call
the chamber of commerce at 512/756-4297. Visit www.burnetchamber.org;
e-mail address: info@burneichamber.org,

BLACK ROCK PARK—About 18 miles west on Lake Buchanan, See
BUCHANAN DAM.

BURNET COUNTY PARK—Excellent fishing camp on east side of Lake
Buchanan. Access via Texas 29 west. R.M. 2341 north.

CANYON OF THE EAGLES—A 900-acre joint nature park with 64-room
lodge and conlerence center. Features miles of sandy beaches and hiking trails,
including the “Bird and Butterfly Trail.” Eagle Eye Observatory, designed and
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Vanishing Texas River Cruise near Burnet

built in cooperation with the Austin Astronomical Society, is one of [ew public
access observatories in the country. Facilities include several large 22-inch tele-
scopes, as well as pedestals and decks for public’s use in setting up own scopes;
offers star parties and programs, Vanishing Texas River Craise tours depart from
here. Camping facilities include 25 sites with [ull RV hook-ups, 25 drive-in sites,
14 drive-to and walk-in overnight campsites, and 20 primitive overnight sites. Take
R.R. 2341 from Texas 29, For reservations and information, call 800/977-0081.
FORT CROGHAN MUSEUM —Restored powder house, stonc and log
buildings. Exhibits, restored carriages, old guns, furniture, and relics depicting
local fronticr days. Open Apr. - Aug. Thurs. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm. On Texas 29
west. For information, call 512/756-8281. www.fortcroghan.org.

HIGHLAND LAKES CAF AIR MUSEUM —Headqguarters for Com-
memorative Air Force Highland Lakes Squadron. Features WWII fighter planes,
lirearms, photographs, and memorubilia. Open Sat. 9 a.m. -3 pm., Sun. 1 -5 pm,
At Burnet Municipal Airport, south on U.S. 281; 512/756-2226. Admission fee.
HIGHLAND LAKES GOLF COURSE —On shore of Inks Lake, See
BUCHANAN DAM.

HILL COUNTRY FLYER—Steam excursion train runs through Hill
Country from Cedar Park City Hall near US. 183 and R.M. 1431 near Austin to
Burnct. Train pulled by Engine No. 786, a 75-year-old steam locomotive once dis-
played in downtown Auslin, Ride is two hours through scenic countryside. Two-
hour return trip following short layover in Burnet for dining and shopping,
Departures are Sat. and Sun. at 10 a.m. For information; 512/477-8468, Fare.
INKS LAKE NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY —About 10 miles west.
See BUCHANAN DAM.

INKS LAKE STATE PARK - About 12 miles west. Sece BUCIHTANAN DAM.
LAKE BUCHANAN ADVENTURES —Experience the scenic beauty
and history of the Texas Hill Country by taking a guided boat excursion on Lake
Buchanan. Canoe trips, winery tours, island heach parties, sunset cruises, bird
watching trips and more are available, Also special trips, catered lunches and
dinners, and other options can be arranged. For more information, call
512/755-5448. www.lakebuchananadventures.com.

LAKES —Buchanan, Inks. See LAKES listing.

LONGHORN CAVERN STATE PARK —Two miles of underground fan-
tasy; home of prehistoric cavemen, site of secret gunpowder manufacturer [or
Confederate armies, later an outlaw hideout. Cave tours supplemented by nature
trails; snack bar. Museum displays Indian artifacts, frontier and Civil War items.
Open daily except Christmas and Christmas Eve. About 11 miiles southwest via
11.S. 281, Park Road 4. Admission fee. For tour information, call 8B30/598-2283.
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SCENIC DRIVES—Among best is Texas 29 west and R.M. 2341 northwest,
a beautiful route 1o Spider Mountain, which according to legend, was Indian bur-
ial ground. Below landmark is Bee Blull, noted [ishing spot.

R.M. 2342 offers excellent landscape views, espectally at turnout near con-
fluence of Llano and Colorado Rivers.

VANISHING TEXAS RIVER CRUISE - Ecological tour of the rugged
Colorado River Canyon on Lake Buchanan in the Texas Hill Country. Wildlife and
scenery viewed from the all-weather decks of the Texas Fagle 17, a T(Ht. enclosed
three-deck, 200 passenger vessel. Apr. - Jun. visitors see colorful Hill Country
wildflowers, birds, and sheer cliffs along the rugged river. Nov. - Mar. is a won-
derful time to see one of the largest colonies of American Bald Fagles that mi-
grale Lo the state. Mar, - May is a combination scenic wilderness cruise with a tour
of Fall Creek Winery. (Sept. and Dec. cruises Wed., Sat., and Sun. at 11 am.)

Call regarding additional seasonal and holiday tours, and to make reserva-
tions for all cruises; 800/728-8735 or 512/756-6986. At Canyon of the Eagles
Nature Park on Lake Buchanan, Drive west three miles on Texas 2% northwest
20 miles on R.M. 2341. Cruise [ee.

CAMP VERDE
Pop. 41 (est.) Alt. 1,800
GENERAL —Small community in beautiful Hill Country area at approximale
site of Camp Verde, US. Army frontier post established July 8, 1835, as head-
quarters for the lamous Army camel experiment. Secretary of War Jefferson
Davis promoted experiment Lo use camels for overland communications and
transportation across (he rugged, often arid country to the west, terminaling al
Fort Yuma, CA. Taken over by Confederates in 1861; regarrisoned by Federals in
1865; abandoned, 186Y. Only remaining structure is now main ranch house of
local ranch, not open (o the public,

A roadside park on bank of Verde Creek and an old-fashioned general
storefpost office are enjoyed by visitors. On Texas 173 at EM. 480 intersection,
about 12 miles south of Kerrville,

CAMP WOOD S
Pop. 855 Alt. 1,450 Map R-13

GENERAL —Community grew around US. Army posL of same name established
1857, Site was abandoned location of Spanish mission San Lorenzo de la Santa
Cruz, founded by Franciscan missionaries 1762, Army abandoned post in 1861,
but Texas Rangers used [acilities for a number of vears following Civil War. His-
torical markers just north of city on Texas 53 give details of fort and mission. Town
is at cdge of Nueces River Canyon in area of Hill Country camps, sparkling streams.
Addilional information on the city and area atlractions can be obtained from
the Nueces Canyon Chamber of Commerce at PO Box 369, Camp Wood, TX
78833, or by calling 830/597-6241.
DEVIL'S SINKHOLE STATE NATURAL AREA—See ROCKSPRINGS
listing,

Camp Verde



LAKE NUECES PARK - On picturesque Lake Nueces; offers camping
facilities, some with full hookups, swimming, boating (two boat ramps), and fish-
ing. Take Texas 55 south 3.5 miles.

SCENIC DRIVES—A series of highways in a loop to the northeast span
some of most spectacular scenery in Hill Country—a land of massive timbered
hills, steep cliffs, small secluded valleys and streams: North on Texas 55 and FM.
335, east on Texas 41, south on FM. 336 and U.S. 83 to Leakey, then west on EM.
337 back to Camp Wood. That last leg on FM. 33715 a aamplu of the route’s con-
tinuing grandeur all the way east to Medina,

CANYON LAKE AREA o
Pop. (Comb.) 29,000 (est)  Alt. 720 Map Q-16

GENERAL—Known as “The Water Recreation Capital of Texas,” this popular
recreational area has developed since the mid-1960s when Canyon Lake was
built by the US. Corps of Engineers. Nestled among the scenic hills of the Texas
Hill Country, growth has paralleled that of nearby San Antonio, New Braunicls
and Comal County. The area includes the communities of Cranes Mill, Hancock,
Sattler. and Startzville around the popular lake. The lake and the Guadalupe
River offer an ahundance of water-related activities—[ishing, sailing, boating,
canoeing, rafting, kayaking, tubing, swimming, and lots more.

For information on dining, lodging, shopping. water recreation activities and
area events, contact the Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce at 8(00/528-2104,
or visit www.canyonlakechamber.com.
HERITAGE MUSEUM OF THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY —This
museum is dedicated to preserving the memory and spirit of Native American
Indians, the early pioneers who settled the area. and the development of
Canyon Lake Dam_Tt sits on the site where hundreds of dinosaur tracks were
discovered in the early 1980s. Open bri. - Mon. 1 - 5 p.m. beginning June |
through Labor Day, Winter months, Sat. - Sun. 1 - 3 p.m. On 4831 EM. 2673
hetween Sattler and Startzville, For information, call §30/899-4342, Admission
fee. www.heritage-museum.info.

LAKE —Canyon. See LAKES histing.

CASTROVILLE - -
Pop. 2,664 Alt. 760 Map R-15

GENERAL—“The Little Alsace of Texas” rich in European appearance and
traditions, founded in 1844 by Henri Castro, an impresario of the Texas Republic
who brought a group of Alsatian settlers. Today in this quaint lexas village, past
and present intermingle within a curve of the Medina River. Watch especially for
examples of German- qt‘ple country cottages, whose roofs are unequally pilched
(usually on the back side) in a manner similar to lean-to design. MUIL thun 50
buildings and houses are registered as historic.

Castroville Regional Park on Medina River has picnicking, swimming pool,
fishing, bird and butterfly watching, athletic courts, rest rooms and showers, and
camping with hookups (fee}. South off U.S. 90 at west edge of cily, For more
information call 830/931-0033 or ¢-mail castrovillervpark@sbeglobal.net,

LAKE —Medina. See LAKES listing,

LANDMARK INN STATE HISTORIC SITE—Tranquility of the past
preserved at inn that first served stagecoach travelers; restored to 1940s era with
ceiling fans, rocking chairs on galleries. no radio or TV intrusion. All 10 rooms
are air conditioned. Interpretive center, old water-powered grist mill and other
structures. Room rates are 560 - $93 daily. Advance reservations advisable. Open
daily from 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Florence and Florella sts, just off U.S, 90, 830/931-2133.
MT. GENTILZ/CEMETERY —Known as Cross Hill, the hill above ceme-
tery offers a panoramic view of the Medina Valley. Buricd in cemetery is Amelia
Castro, wife of the founder of the city. US. 90 and Alsace St.

SHOOTING STAR MUSEUM —Dedicated to the preservation. perpelua-
tion and cxhibition of vintage aircrafts, historical aviation ilems, antique autos,
and carly 20th-century farming equipment and gasoline engines. Museum pro-
vides an cducational opportunity for visitors with [ully operational exhibits, Lo-
cated 12 miles west of San Antanio in Castroville and open Sun. 1 - 5 pm., other
times by uppointment. No admission fee but donations aceepled. 830/931-3837
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH —The “new” church was buill in 1868-
70, Nearby still stands a tiny chapel built by the colonists themselves as the first
community project of the Alsatian pioneers. The chapel is on grounds ol adjacent
Moye Retreat Center, former convent and boys™ military school. St. Louis Day
church festival is celebrated vearly, usually on Sunday closest to Aug. 23, Visitors
welcomed. ULS, 90 and Angelo St.

HILL (OUNTRY NA

STEINBACH HOUSE - Two-und-one-half-story timber and hrick “fachw-

erk” built in early 1600s in Wahlbach, France, then disassembled and shipped to
Castroville in 1998. House was reassembled in 1999, and complete restoration
was [inished in 2002 Authentic Alsatian furniture can be found throughout the

house. Group lours available by appointment, For information, call the Castro-
ville Arca Chamber of Commerce at 830/538-3142.

CEDAR PARK
Pop 42 618 ~ Alt, 950 Map P-16/EE-12
GENERAL—Like many lowns and citics in Texas. Cedar Park was originally
settled in the late 1800s and owed much of its past growth to the development of
the railroad, In 1881 a narrow gauge railroad running through Cedar Park, con-
necting Austin to Burnel, was used Lo haul granite for rebuilding the state capitol
and establishing Cedar Park as a permanent scttlement under the name of
Brueggerhoff, taking its new name [rom onc of the railroad company officials,
The community was also known as Running Brushy after a heavy-flowing spring,

In 1973, a prehistoric archeological site six miles cast of the city was discov-
ered by the Texas Deparlment of Transportation as they were excavating for the
expansion of EM. 1431, More than 150 fireplaces and campsites were uncovered
and in 1982, archeologists discovered the skelelon of a human female. 10,000 -
13,000 years old, that became known as the “Leanderthal Lady.” The significant
archeological find is located by a historical marker.

The city voted to incorporate in 1973, Growth has paralleled Austin’s growth
to the northwest along US, 183,

For additional informa-
tion on events, accommoda-

Just northwest of Austin,  |iopg and dining areas.
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approaching Texas’ glorious Hill
Country, you'll find a spot where
the quality of life is just a cut
above. Cedar Park is perfectly
situated between the world-
class aftractions of Austin and
its historic surrounding cities,
as well as the natural splendor
of the hills, lakes and rivers of
Central Texas. Take a ride on
the Austin Steam Train, explore
the trails surrounding the Texas
Cave Conservancy or discover
the surprisingly vast and
eclectic shopping, dining and
enfertainment  opportunities
Cedar Park has to offer you and
your family. If Central Texas is

COMFORT

F’cnp 2,358

yourvacation destination, come

contact the Cedar Park
Convention & Visitor Bureau
vig mail at 600 North Bell
Blvd., 78613. or by phone

at 312/401-3000, or visit
www.cedarparktx.us,

HILL COUNTRY
FLYER—Drawing on the
heritage of Central Texas, the
popular vintage steam frain is
based here and offers numer-
ous exeursions through the
Texas Hill Country, In 1990,
the Austin Steam Train
Association rebuill a 1916
vintage 143-(on Southern
Pacific locomotive, No, 786,
which had scen [our decades
of service in Texas and
Louisiana. It is matched with
Pennsylvania Railroad coach-
&s and post-World War 11
lounge and parlor-sleeper cars,
Departures are Sal. and Sun.
at 10 a.m, Mar. - Nov, and 10
a.m. Sat. in Dec. For informa-
tion on Twilight Flyer cxcur-
sions at night in Sept., Oct.
and Dec., call 512/477-8468.
Admission fee.

LAKE —Travis, See LAKES
listing,

Alt. 1,437

Map Q-14

GENERAL—Established by German settlers in 1854, Wearied by their journey
from New Braunfels, small proup was so pleased by picturesque site and pure
water that they named it “Camp Comfort.” With its abundance of vintage struc-
tures, much of midtown Comtfort is on the National Register of Historic Places,
Today it's a popular tourist area with numerous camps along Guadalupe River
operated by various civic organizations.
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HILL COUNTRY

A historical marker recognizes the 1930 art deco former Comfort Theater,
which now houses The Comfort News and an antigues store. Seven buildings
that were constructed when town was settled remain, including original log cah-
ins, “fachwerk™ {German gingerbread | and native limestone historic buildings,

A large part of city has heen designated a National Historic District and listed
in National Register of Historic Places.

Annual events include daylong Christmas in Comfort on Sat. after
Thanksgiving, Independence Day celebration in July, a flea market every Sat. -
Sun. year-round, and Comfort Village Antique Show & Sale in Oct.

Bed and breakfast and lodging accommodations offered in historic homes,
inns, cabins on large ranches, ¢te. For more information on attractions, accom-
modations. dining, events and more, contact the Comfort Chamber of Commerce
at 830/995-3131 or visit www.comforichamberofecommerce.com,

HISTORIC INNS— Comfort Common—Restored 1880 Ingenhueti-Faust
Hotel with nine guest rooms, all with private baths und [urnished with period
antiques. Air-conditioned, TV in sitting rooms. Guests may choose rooms, two-
room suites, or one of the cottages just behind the hotel. On National Register
ol Historic Places. Lower floor and nearby buildings house antique dealers’
co-op. Al 717 High St. For information, call 830/945-3030. www.bbhost.com/
comforiecommon.

Mever House on Cypress Creek— A historic Texas inn with nine units, mosl
built Tate 1800s. One block [rom historic downtown Comfort at 944 High St.
§8301/995-2304.

NUECES "TREUE DER UNION” MONUMENT —Near middle
school campus, recalls Civil War hostilities that wracked the nation.
Predominantly German settlers of Comfort were openly sympathetic with Umon
cause. [riction developed with Confederate forces, and some 65 men led by Fritz
Tegener determined to leave area and go to Mexico. Group was surprised and
attacked by mounted Confederate soldiers on west bank of Nucces River about
20 miles from Fort Clark. Nineteen settlers were killed and nine wounded. Con-
federate losses were two killed and 18 wounded. The nine wounded sctllers were

phindle Your Sense of Wonder

captured and executed a few hours after battle. Monument commemorates the
Unionists killed in this tragic episode of a violent era. One of only six National
Cemeteries permitled Lo [y the US, flag at half-staff in perpetuity,

VISITOR CENTER—Free maps, brochures, and other information available
at center, operated by Comfort Chamber of Commerce. Open Mon. - Fri. 930 am. -
4 p.m, AL 630 Hwy, 27, 8304995-3131. www.comfortchamberofcommerce.com.

CONCAN

Pop. 490 (est.) Alt. 1,260

GENERAL—Settled about 1840 in the rugged hills of north Uvalde County.
supposedly named for “coon can,” a Mexican gambling game. On 118, 83 in sce-
nic Frio River Canyon, an area of numerous dude ranches and resort camps.

For additional information on accommodations, events, and dining
facilities, call the Texas Hill Country River Region at 800/210-0380 or visit
www.therr.com.

GARNER STATE RECREATION PARK —1.420 acres on the Frio River,
an exceptionally scenic Hill Country area; long a very popular family-oriented
recreational park. Accommodations for 2 to 6 people in comfortable stone and
timber cabins. Camping area provides shaded sites for tents, trailers and screenad
sheliers. Rest rooms with showers, grocery store for supplies. Other facilities
include snuck bar and restaurant in summer season, pedal boats, miniature golf
course, swimming, [ishing, boating, hiking, and nature study. Located 1) miles
north of Conean off .S, 83 on Park Rd. 29. Admission fee,

SCENIC DRIVES—Explore Frio River Canyon along US, 82, EM. 1050 and
lexas 127 —all routes offer exceptional scenery.

SUNSET BAT FLIGHT —0One of the largest populations (estimated 17 mil-
lion} of Mexican free-tailed bats emerge from nearby cave and make their ascent
into the evening sky. FM. 2690, 4.5 mi. from U.S. 83 and Texas 127 highways. For
guided tour and reservations Mar. - Oct. call 830/966-2320.

Visit the Texas Hill Country River Region

Experience the rugged beauty of the
Texas Hill Country River Region in every season.
Enjoy swimming, tubing, kayaking & fishing
on five rivers. Explore the scenic hills while driving
ycling, hiking & horseback riding. Consider sharin

Find out why we're one of the top birding
destinations in Texas! Relax at a river cabin,

ustic retreat, guest home, motel, or B&B.

¥

__ﬁ
A Vacation Reasen for Every Geason

Concan » Garner State Park « Reagan Wells
Sabinal = Utopia » Uvalde

e

Visit our website at www.thcrr.com or call (800) 210-0380
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X Bar Ranch near Eldorado

DEVINE

Pop. 4,140 Al 670 ~ Map 5-15

GENERAL—Created as station on International & Great Northern Railroad
in 1881 although scattered settlement dates from 184(k; named for Thomas
Jefferson Devine, a San Antonio judge; trade center for irrigated district of the
Medina Valley. a diversified agricultural region. Major peanul shipping cenler,
nurserics, exiensive honey production. Municipal goll course, swimming pool.
BIGFOOT WALLACE MUSEUM —Honors [amed [ronticrsman and
Texas Ranger, Housed in replicas of his log-cabin home and Texas Independenee
Hall. Artifacts of Wallace's activities in Texus War lor Independence, Mexican
War and batiles with Indians. Open by uppointment: ingquire locally in Bigfool, 6
miles southeast via Texas 173 and EM. 472,

STROUD BLACKSMITH SHOP —In continuous operation sinee 1903
traditional blacksmith shop; hundreds of cattle brands burned on shop doors
[rom branding irons handmade in the shop. 103 Herring St

DRIPPING SPRINGS

Pop. 1,548 Alt. 550

GENERAL—TIn northern Hays County, the community was established about
1875, although a settler named Fawcett had located on Barton Creek about 1849,
Today the town is largely a ranching area and a bedroom communily for Ausiin,
LAKES —Marble Falls, Travis, and LBJ. See LAKES listing.

NEW CANAAN FARMS —Fcaturcs display of turn-of-the-century kitchen
with all the equipment. A large oak tree on property site is where Lyndon B.
Johnson made first political speech when he was 22 years old. Gift shop features
Jams, jellies, salsas, and Hill Country gifts, Business hours Mon. - Sat. 10 am. - 5 pm.
On US. 290, For information, call S12/858-7669,

ELDORADO

Pop. 1,951 Alt. 2410
GENERAL—Scal of Schleicher County, established 1893, In scenic, rugged
Hill Country of West Central Texas, ity is center for oil field service and supply
firms, and 1s headquarters for large ranching area, especially sheep and goats.
eavy concentration of white-tailed deer maket: entire county popular with
hunters each fall and winter. For more information, call the Fldorado Chamber
of Commerce at 325/853-3109.
SCHLEICHER COUNTY MUSEUM —The muscum is housed in historic
stone 1930 il Hardware building, It has a large collection of children’s shooting
marbles, as well as vintage room settings, kitchen and household utensils, rustic
tarm and home furniture, saddles, branding irans. and barbed wire. Open Wed. -
Fri. I - 4 pm. At 607 Murchison St. on US. 190 just east of US. 77.
X BAR RANCH —Tucked away in these rolling hills is a five generation
family ranch. Experience the nature, culture and history of this storied land.

Map. P-16

Mame"-Té-

_ HILL COUNTRYLA

Enjoy nature trails, hiking, mountain biking, birding, a wildlife obscrvation

area, swimming, ranch tours, summer dining shows and more, Relax in private
accommodations and camping available. For more information, call 888/853-2688.
www.xbarranch.com.

FORT McKAVETT

Pop 45 (est} Alt. 2,155 Map O-12
GENERAL—The rural community in west Menard County occupies the site of
a frontier Army fort founded in the mid-1800s as protection for settlers. On EM,
864 just south of U.S. 190 (west of Menard),

FORT McKAVETT STATE HISTORIC SITE—Fort established 1852 as
Camp San Saba; later named [or Capl. Henry McKavett, killed at Baitle of Mon-
Lerrey in Mexican War, Abandoned during the Civil War; reoccupicd by Col. Ranald
8. Mackenzie in 1868, By 1876 there were stone barracks for eight infantry com-
panies. 12 officers’ quarters, a hospital, guardhouse, magazine. bakery, post office,
large headquarters building, storehouses and stables. Importance declined after
1874 when Army offensive produced several major victories. the most significant
in Palo Duro Canyon (see CANYON). Post abandomed in 1883, Extensive resto-
ration of ruins, Interpretive exhibits in original hospital feature historical photos,
dioramas, and some 200 artifacts, Open dailv. 8 a.m. - 3 pm, Closed Christmas Day.

FREDERICKSBURG

Pop. 10,087 Alt. 1,743 Map P-15
GENERAL—Sctiled by immigrant [amilics from Germany in 1846, led by
John O, Meusebach, Although settlement was on Comanche frontier, the
Meuscbach-Comanche Treaty of following year established lasting peace. Many
older buildings retain traditional GGerman styles; several units comprise National
Historic District. German is still spoken occasionally, and old customs are regu-
larly ohserved: Sehuerzenfests {marksmanship tournaments), Oktoberfest,
Weihnachten, and Kinderfest. Visitors attracted by scenic beauty, European
atmosphere, historic landmarks, excellent fall and winter hunting, and famous
bread and pastries. Birthplace of Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nimitz, Commander

in Chief of the Pacific I'leet during World War IL.

Fredericksburg is an outstanding spot for sportsmen to find opportunities to
hunt native and exotic species of animals. Hunting leases are available on ranch-
es throughout the area. and the Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau
ofters a brochure on leases,

Fredericksburg Trade Days, held the third weekend every month, features
more than 300 vendors offering antiques, collectibles, toals, crafts, clothing, jewsl-
ry, and entertainment. [ood and drink available. Open Firi. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
Sun. Y am. - 4 pm. On LIS, Hwy, 290 East, across from Wildseed Farms. Parking
fee, 830/990-4900

Ruins of Fort McKavett
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Enchanted Rock State Natural Area near Frederickshurg

Approximately 40 percent of all Texas peaches are grown in Fredericksburg
and surrounding Gillespie County, with more than 1A00 acres of commercial
production located within the county. Peach season typically runs mid-late May -
early Aug.

The city was also home to the first volkssporting event ever held in the TS, in
1976, and the city’s Pilarimage Routes consist of three different sanctioned walk-
1ng routes that can be walked vear-round.

For nearby points ol interest, also see KERRVILLE, LUCKENBACH.,
STONEWALL. and JOHNSON CITY.

BED & BREAKFAST —More than 300 hames and buildings (many of
them historic) have been transformed into bed and breakfasts or guesthouses
{unhosted). The Convention and Visitors Bureau offers a printed listing or
visit www.fredericksburg-texas.com, Many of these accommodations are hooked
through lodging services. which include Be My Guest Lodging Services at
830/997-7227 or 866/997-7227; Lirst Class Bed & Breakfast Reservation Service
at 830/997-0443 or BE8/91-674Y; Fredericksburg Traditionals at 800:494-1T0ST;
(Gasthaus Schmidt Reservation Service at 830/997-5612 or 866/427-8374; and Main
Street Bed & Breaklast Reservation Serviee at 830/997-0153 or 888/539-8553,
DDD ADVENTURE GOLF — |8-hole minialure goll course, complele with
waterfull and challenging water features throughout the course. Handicapped
accessible. Open Mo, - Sat. 10 am., Sun. noon - 10 p.m. Admission Fee. Al

714 S, Washington. 830/997-3533

ENCHANTED ROCK STATE NATURAL AREA —Maussive dome of
solid granite famed in Indian legend; said to be site of human sacrifices, some
tribes feared to set foot on it; others used height as rallving point; all held it in
awe and reverence, Indians believed ghost fires flickered on crest on moonlil
nights. A National Natural Landmark, the dome is about 640 aeres; 1,825 [eet
high. Open year-round. Hiking, rock climbing and rappelling, as well as picnick-
ing in designated areas. Primitive backpack camping and walk-in tent camping
only (reservations recommended). NO RV, CAMPER OR TRAILER CAMP-
ING. Note: Because of its popidarity, the number of doily visitors is being limited.
The park i experiencing erosion problems, soil compacting, and iree loss due to
rool exposure caused by the thousands of visitors in the park. Therefore, visittion
is being limited to protect the noiwral and cullural resources. Onee the park reach-
es capacity during heavy use pertods, such as weekends, holidays, and spring
break, it will temporarily close for the day and reopen when parking is available.
For park information, call 325/247-3903. Eighteen miles north off R.R. %65.
Admission fee.

FORT MARTIN SCOTT Site of first federal fort established in Texas,
1848, (three years after Texas joined the ULS.). to guard the frontier, But German
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setllers had already arrived and established & treaty of [riendship with
Comanches residing in the ared. Perhaps unique umong Indian treatics, it was
never broken by either side. With mutual trust, fort became a center of com-
merce between settlers, Indians, and soldiers.

The fort, with 21 buildings, served until 1853, The only original structure still
standing was the post guardhouse. now restored. Visitor center exhibits model of
the fort and plans for extensive restorations.

Also on display arc artifacts, documents, and fascinating details about trade
in bear grease, sugar, rice, and collee, Beel was four cents a pound. Managed by
the Gillespie County Historical Society; two miles east on LS. 290. Open Tue. -
Sun. 10 am. - § p.m. No Admission fee.

FREDERICKSBURG BREWING COMPANY — Located at 245 E.
Main St. in an 1890s restored rock building, this is the largest hrew pub in the
area. The true German brewing tradition is utilized. Open Mon. - Thurs. from
11:30 a.m. - 9 pamy; Fri. - Sat 11:30 am. - 10 pmcand Sun, 1130 a.m. - 7 p.m. For
more information. call 830/997-1646. For more info on bed & breakfasts. call the
Hangar Hotel at 830/997-9495(.

FREDERICKSBURG HERB FARM —Organic herb garden featuring rows
of carefully tended flowering, culinary, and ornamental herbs harvested for gour-
met vinegar, olive oils, scasonings, teas, blossom polpourris, wreaths, natural bath
potions and body fragrances. Hundreds of herb varieties, country store, learoom with
herbal desserts, and bed and breakfast. Open Mon. - Thurs, 9:30 am. - 3:30 pam.,
Fri, - Sat. 9:30 a.m, - 9 p.m.; Sun. noon - 4 p.m. Tours and herbal luncheons wel-
come with advance notice, 405 Whitney SL., six blocks south on Milam, ofT Main
Street; 800/259-HERB (4372) or 830/997-8613. www.[redericksburgherblarm.com
GISH'S OLD WEST MUSEUM - Sce how the “real cowboys™ lived with
this display of Old West relics. Exhibits include collections of saddles, badges of
legendary lawmen and old guns. [lems in this collection date from 1870 - 1920
Call 830/997-2794 for hours. At 502 N, Milum St.

HORSEBACK RIDES —Horschack riding is availuble at Double B Ranch
and Resort, call 830/990-9500,

LADY BIRD JOHNSON PARK—Exccllent 330-acre municipal park [ca-
tures fully equipped RV sites (fees), 18-hole golf course, Live Oak Wilderness
Trail, swimming, tennis, volleyball, badminton. Shaded picnic areas with grills,
group pavilions. Small lake for row boating, canoes, and fishing. Texas 16, 3.5 miles
south. For Lee times, call 830¢997-4010 or 800/930-8147, For park information or
RV reservations, call 830/997-4202.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK—

See STONEWALL.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON STATE PARK AND HISTORIC SITE—
See STONEWALL.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE PACIFIC WAR—A property of the
Texas Historical Commission and operated by the Admiral Nimitz Foundation,
spread over nearly nine acres, consists of (1) the restored Nimitz Steamboat
Hotel, famous frontier hostelry (c. [852), which houses the history of Fredericks-
burg and the story of Admiral Chester Nimitz, who was born here in 1885, and
raised in the hotel; (2) the George Bush Gallery of the National Museum of the
Pacific War, with life-size and lifelike exhibits from American and Japanese bat-
tles during the War in the Pacific; (3) Garden of Peace, gilt from the people of
Japan; (4) the Pacific Combat Zone, showcasing a collection of rare artifacts in
realistic Pacific War scttings: (3) the Memorial Wall and courtyard with brick
pavers and plaques in honor and memory of ships, units, organizations and indi-
viduals who served in World War 11, (6) the Plaza of the Presidents, which recop-
nizes 10 U.S. presidents from Franklin Roosevell to George Bush, who served in
the military during World War 1 and (7) museum bookslore and gift shop locat-
ed at 328 E. Main.

At 30 E, Main St., interior exhibits open daily 9 am. - 5 pm., outside

¢xhibits open 8 a.m. - 4:45 pm.; except Christmas and Thanksgiving. For informa-

tion aboul the museum and for special events held throughout the year, call
830/997-437Y or visil www.nimilz-museum.org. Admission fee.

OLD TUNNEL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA - The wildlile
management area is open nightly from May - Oct. for & speclacular emergence
of up to 3 million Mexican free-tailed bats [rom an abandoned tunnel of the old
San Antonio, Fredericksburg and Northern Railway Co, that operated from 1913
to 1942, The upper viewing deck is [ree, Every Thurs. - Sun. guided tours are
given (o the lower observation deck with a fee. Reservations are not accepted.
Group tours by reservation onlv Mon. - Wed. For information and reservations
for the tour, call 866/978-BATS.

PIONEER MEMORIAL LIBRARY —Housed in restored structure that
was Gillespie County courthouse from 1882 to 1939, Library includes documents
and books brought by early German settlers. Open Mon., Tues., Thurs. 9 am. -

6 pam.: Wed. 9 am. - 7 pm,; Fri, Sat. 9 am. - 2 pum. 115 W, Main, 830/9497-6313.
PIONEER MUSEUM COMPLEX—Centers on an eight-room furnished
pioneer home and store, buill in 1849, wine cellar and stein-hof (stone yard); a
Victorian-style home; barn und blacksmith shop; smokehouse; an authentic
Sunday House; log cabin; wagon shed; one-room school house; and fire museum
with early Frederickshurg fire-fighting equipment. Open Mon. - Sut. 10 am. -

5 pam., Sun. | - 5 p.m., For information, call 830/997-2835 or §30/990-8441. 300 W,
Main SL. Admission fee.

RACE BARN —This simulcast facility carries horse and grevhound racing
from some of the finest tracks in the country, including races from Belmont in
New York, Churchill Downs in Kentucky, and Del Mar in California, on 34 ele-
vision screens. Open for pari-mutuel betting and simuleast racing Thurs, - Sun.

17 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. Restaurant open for lunch and dinner, For more information,
call 830/997-4038.

SUNDAY HOUSES —Tiny houscs built by carly scttlers for use on week-
ends, From their farm and ranch homes miles away from Lown, early residents

National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericksburg
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would journey into Fredericksburg for Saturday marketing and church on
Sunday. Several of the small houses remain today, marked by historical medal-
lions. One of the most well-known Sunday Houses is the Weber Sunday House,
located on the grounds of the Pioneer Museum Complex. (Private residenecs,
open only on occasional tours. Some now serve as bed & breakfasts.)
VEREINS KIRCHE MUSEUM - Reconstructed “coffee mill church.”
cight-sided structure was first public building in city. serving as house of worship
for all denominations, school. and meeting hall. Now holds archives. and rotating
displays of photographs and archaeological items. Market Squarc on W, Mam SL,
midtown. Open Mon. - Sat. 10-am. - 4 p.m.,Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. For information, call
#30/997-2835 or 83(4997-7832. Admission fee.

VISITOR INFORMATION —Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce!
Convention & Visitor Burean is at 302 E. Austin St. Open Mon. - I'n. 8:30 a.m. -
Spm. Sat. 9 am.- 35 pm., and Sun. noon - 4 p.m. Free information, maps, walk-
ing tour guide of historic district. 830/997-6323 or 888/997-3600.

WILDSEED FARMS—The nation's largest working wildflower farm is
approximately seven miles east of the city on U.S. 290. Wildflowers bloom from
carly spring through late fall. The market center offers wildflower seeds for all
parls of the country, Sandwiches, snacks, ice cream and beer available in the Brew-
Bonnet. “The Meadows,” at the Wildseed Farm, features a 3.000 square-foot live
‘Butterfly Haus,’ more than 80 acres of tlowers fields, gorgeous display gardens,
colortul walking trail and trail photos featuring hundreds of plant and flower
varieties. Daily admission fee. Open daily 9:30 am. - 6 p.m. For information on
Mowers currently blooming, call 83(0/990-1393.

WINERIES — Becker Vinevards—Scc STONEWALL.

Bell Mounrain—Operation began in 1976 with vineyards planted in aban-
doned fields: old-world-type buildings house winery, Complimentary tour and
tasting. Open Sat. 10 a.m. - § pm. (for other days please call [or an appointment).
Bell Mountain Wine Cellars offers complimentary lasling, wine accessories and
gormet fonds. Open Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 6 pm.; Sun, Noen - 3 pm. 830/947-975(,
On Texas 16, 14 mi. north. 830/685-3297. www.bellmountainwine.com

Chisholm Trail Winery—Opened in 1999, winery located just outside Freder-
ickshurg in beautiful Hill County. Adjacent to Spring Creck Vinevard. Tours and
tasting room open Thurs. - Mon. noon - 6 p.m. {closed Tues. - Wed.) On Usener
Road, otf U.S. 290 nine miles west of Fredericksburg. 830/990-2675 or toll-free
877990-2675.

Fredericksburg Winery—Operation began May 8, 1996, with a special rosé
wine 1o commemorate the 150th anniversary of the founding of Fredericksburg,
The winery includes a tasting room and gift shop. Open Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. -
5:30 pmy; Fri. - Sat. 10 am. - 7:30 pm.: Sun, noon - 3:30 pm. AL 247 W. Main St.,
ane block west of the courthouse. 830/940-58747,

Grape Creek Vineyard—See STONEWALL.

Oberhof Winery & Wine Cellars—Complimentary tastings of Bell Mountain
varietal and vintape wines, Oberhol specialty wines. Extensive gourmet foods
selection. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m, 1406 S, ULS. §7. 830/997-5969,

Torre Di Pietra Winery —Features winery tours and gift shop. Live music
on selected dates. Open Sun. - Thurs. 10 am. - 6 pm.: Fri. - Sat. 10 am. - 7 p.m.
10915 E, US. Hwy. 290, 830490-9755.

GEORGETOWN === o
Pop. 28,339 AR 750 Map O-17

GENERAL—Established in 1848 as trade center for agricultural region. Seal
of Williamson County at edge of black, fertile farmland and Hill Country ranch-
land., Participation in Main Street Project has resulted in prescrvation and
restoration of downtown Victorian commercial architecture. Site of South-
weslern Lniv., prestigious Methodist school founded in 1840,

Visitors may tour a factory that produces more than a thousand kinds of
colorful, decorative candles,
FAMILY PLAYSCAPE —Towers, bridges, tunnels, pathways, and skyways
give children the opportunity to play in an imaginative and creative ¢nviron-
ment, Designed by children and built by the families of Georgetown, the
plavscape provides recreational opportunities for evervone. In San Gubriel Park
by heautiful San Gabriel River.
HISTORIC DISTRICTS—City is home to three National Register Historic
Districts, showcasing more than 180 homes and buildings. They include the
Williamson County Courthouse Districl. Lhe Bellord National District, and the
University Avenue/Elm Streel Distriet, Walking and driving tour information
available al the visiler cenler.
HORSEBACK RIDING —Kelly’s Kids-Windsong Farm has hour-long trail
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rides for a minimum of three people and children as young as three or four are
allowed to ride with a guide. Call 512/363-7649.,

INNER SPACE CAVERN—Tcxas™ newest and most accessible cavern: sub-
lerrancan beauty of stalactites, stalagmites and [lowstones plus remains of pre-
historic mastodons, wolves and lce Age animals, Creative lighting and acoustics
dramatize the natural beauly. Average lemperature, 72 degrees vear-round.

On 1-35, one mile south. Admission [ee. wwwinnerspace.com.

LAKES —Georgetown, Granger, See LAKES listing,

SUN CITY GEORGETOWN'S LEGACY HILLS GOLF

COURSE —Tee-up to gently rolling hills and beautiful babbling creeks when
you play this course. The par 72 course is designed by Senior PGA Pro Billy
Casper and goll course architeet Greg Nash. Although the course is located in
Sun City Georgetown, it is open to the public and also features a 10-acre prac-
lice range and clubhouse with restaurant and pro shop. For information, call
800/833-5932. Located five miles west of 135 at the Lake Georpetown exit.
VISITOR CENTER—For information about events, attractions, shopping,
restaurants, and lodging. stop by the center at 101 West Tth St. The center can
also arrange guided tours for a nominal fee. Open Mon. - Sal. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun.
1 -5 p.m. For information, call 800/436-8696 or visil www.visilecorgetown.com.

GOLDTHWAITE

Pop. 1,802 Alt. 1,580

GENERAL—Established 1883, seat of Mills County. Trade center for agricul-
tural products including wool, mohair, fruits, cattle, turkeys and pecans, White-
tailed deer popular with hunters each fall and winter season; fishing excellent in
nearby Colorado River and Pecan Bavou all vear.

Goldthwaite lies on ULS. 183, a scgment of the Ports-to-Plains Highway con-
necting the state's heartland to coastal ports.

The city park offers many recreational activities, including swimming, play-
ground cquipment gnd picnicking areas. It is at the intersection of U.S, 183 and
Texas 16. The municipal golf course is nine holes and open vear-round,

For information for events, accommodations, or restaurants, call the Gold-
thwaite Chamber of Commerce at 325/648-361Y or visil www.gold(hwaile.biz.
E-mail: gee@centex.nel.

MILLS COUNTY MUSEUM —[Fcatures replicas of pioneer rooms, general
exhibily, local history and photographs, also houses the Chamber of Commerce
office. Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - noon, 1 - 3 pm. 1119 Fisher St 325/648-6212,
MILLS COUNTY OLD JAIL MUSEUM—located in the Old Jail build-
ing on the courthouse square. Contact the Chamber office for more information,
REGENCY SUSPENSION BRIDGE —This popular bridge is the one
seen on “Texas Country Reporter.” 1t is one of the few swinging bridges in use in
the state today. The bridge spans the Colorado River, dividing Mills County from
San Saba County. Approximately 20 miles west olf EM, 574,

HONDO

Pop. 7,897 Alt. 927
GENERAL - County scat of Meding County, established in 1880s on Southern
Pacilic Ruilroad. Takes name from Hondo (Spanish for “deep”) Creek. Economy
is based on agriculture, ranching, and light industry. City is trade center for west-
ern half of Medina County. Hunting for deer and upland game birds popular in
season, Public golf course, swimming pool, Be sure (o cheek out the ‘unigque’ wel-
come signs at either end of the city on US. 90,

Quihi, Yancey and D'Hanis are small communitics rich in history near
Hondo, For information on them or accommodations, cvents, restaurants, and
hunting, call the Hondo Area Chamber of Commerce al 830/426-3037.
MEDINA COUNTY MUSEUM —Housed in restored 1883 Southern
Pacific Railroad depot, features pioneer artifacts and exhibits of Medina County
history. Several other old buildings from the area, including a barracks building
from the Hondo Air Base built in 1942, farm the complex covering one city block,
Open Aug. - May, Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm, and Sun. noon - 4 p.m.; Summer hours
(starting May 31) open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., closed Sun. 2202 18th St.
RAYE THEATER, THE —19%40s movic theater, which was closed in 1980,
has been restored and leatures state-of-the-art high definition surround sound
and shows [irsl-run movics. Available for tours, special events and parties. For
more Information. call 830/426-5737.

SOUTH TEXAS MAIZE—Opened in 2001, attraction offers a labyrinth of
twists, turns and dead-ends, all carved into stalks that tower overhead. A barrel
train, children’s play area, picnic areas and a concession stand also on-site. Also
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Inner Space Cavern lies beneath 1-35 in Georgetown

offering vegetables in season and pick-your-own flowers. Located two miles east
of Hondo on U.S. 90. Open Sept. 23 - Nov, 26; closed Thanksgiving Day. For more
information, call 830/741-3968 or visit www.cornfieldmaze.com.

777 EXOTIC GAME RANCH - Historic, 15,000-acre ranch offers sports-
men from around the world access Lo the best in year-round hunting and fishing
and wildlife photography. The ranch introduced wild game from Africa, India,
Europe, and the Orient some 30 vears ago, and these animals now flourish in
well-established breeding herds. In addition to some 55 introduced exotic specics,
the ranch also has an abundance of native white-tailed deer, elk, bison, and jave-
lina. Hunts conducted safari stvle by paying daily rate for meals, lodging, and
guide, plus trophy fee for game taken. The Ranch has also been the location for
filming several Hollywood motion pictures.

777 Ranch has more than 30 lakes and ponds that were developed through
an cxtensive water conservation program. In addition to providing fresh water
Lor the 3.000-plus wild game animals, it also grows some exceptional largemouth
bass. All fishing is done on a catch-and-release hasis, ensuring future anglers big-
per and better fish.

The Ranch has recently apened a 10,000 square-foot lodge and eight new
bungalows to offer the finest in accommodations. Reservations required; call
830/426-3476. Access via 1.5, 90 two miles west of Hondo city limit; turn left on
Richter Lane and [ollow signs to ranch headquarters,

HUTTO
Pap. 10,000
GENERAL - Blackland prairic land was [irst sctiled in 1854 by a slave named
Adam Orgain, then soon after o handlul of familics, including the Huttos, settled
on the land. James Emory Hutto sold his portion of the land in 1876 (o found the
town and also donated land for the International Greal Northern Railroad's
tight-of-way through the area. The town was named after Mr, Hutlo, who was 4
successful cattleman and respected civic leader, The town was named “Official
Hippo Capital of Texas™ by the 2003 Texas Legislature, and in 2004 it became &
Home Rule Charter City. Currently is one of the fastest growing cities in Texas,

Early 20th-century Texas architecture examples can be [ound in downlown
Hutto, where several brick buildings more than 190 years old can be seen, The
Hutto Olde Tvme Days Festival, held the third weekend in Oct, includes a chil-
dren’s carnival, tractor show, car show, silent auction, arts & crafts, parade, food
& vendor booths and much more.

Be sure to visit “Henrietta the Hippo,”a 14,000-pound painted concrele stal-
ue of a hippopotamus, located downtown on East St,'There are also morc (han
150 smaller painted concrete hippo statues lound all over the ity (whose mascot




is, of course, the hippo). For more information, contact the Hutto Chamber of
Commerce at 512/759-4400 or visit www.hullo.org,

HUTTO HERITAGE MUSEUM — Archives detailing Hutto’s history are
on display. along with photos. antiques, a horse-drawn carriage and period mem-
orabilia. Operated by the Hutto Chamber of Commerce and located at 122 East
St. Open Mon. - [1i. 8 a.m. - § pm. 512/759-4400. No admission [ce.

INGRAM

Pop. 1,740 Alt. 1,600
GENERAL - On north bank of Guadalupe River, city foundad in 1883 hy
L.CW, Ingram who built a store and conducted church services. “New™ section
was started in 1936 following a disastrous flood, A trade center for surrounding
summer camps for both boys and girls, vacation and retirement homes,

HILL COUNTRY ARTS FOUNDATION — This visual and performing
arts [acility, founded in 1958, provides a cultural atmosphere for the Hill Coun-
try, The campus is nestled on the banks of the Guadalupe River and includes an
arl gallery, four studios, gift shop, and indoor and outdoor theaters. An array of
art and theater workshops is offered for students of all ages and abilities. Famous
artists conduct classes; theater directed by top professionals. Gallery exhibibons,
theater productions and educational classes are conducted year-round. Just wesl
of city on Texas 39, For information on exhibits and theater productions, call
830/367-5121.

OLD INGRAM —Business buildings of old section of town now house art siu-
dios and palleries, antique shops, boutiques and restaurants. On loop oll Texas 39
and Texas 27.

STONEHENGE IN THE HILLS —Far from the Salisbury Plain in England,
a replica of the famous megaliths rises in rural setting two miles west ol Hunt on
FM. 1340. Stonehenge 11, as it's called. is 60 percent as tall as the original and 90
percent as large in circumference. Along with the replica of Stonchenge are
Laster Island-type statues, Texas 39 to Hunt,

JOHNSON CITY S
Pop. 1,191 Al 1,197 ~ MapP-15

GENERAL—Best-known as hometown of President Lyndon B, Johnson. Seat
of Blanco County, named for pioneer Johnson family, ancestors of President
Lyndon B. Johnson. Located at intersections of TS, hwys. 281 and 290). less than
an hour from Austin and San Antonio. Primarily a destination for Johnson’s
runch lands, but also becoming known for world-class artists moving into the
area. In [act, city is now home to three art galleries.

CAPTAIN PERRY TEXAS RANGER MUSEUM —The muscum is the
former home of Captain Cicero Rulus Perry, an early Texas Ranger who, at age
13, served as a courier for General Sam Houston in the Texas Army. Perry's leg-
end comes from his survival of an attack while a Texas Ranger. Located west of
Johnson City on 125,290 at 404 W. Main St. Open regular business hours. Far
maore information, contact the chamber of commerce at 830/868-7684,
EXOTIC RESORT ZOO —Bring your camera and board one of the zoo’s
open air trams for a guided tour and close encounter with animals from around

Stonehenge in the Hills neaf Ingram
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the world, such as the greater kudu, from Africa, whose horns can grow more
than [ive-feet long, Other sightings might include the nilgai (hlue bull) from
India, the cland, scimitar (white oryx), or the North American hison. Resort is on
137 wooded aeres. There is a petting area where young animals love all the atten-
tion they get from kids and grown-ups, too. Perfect for birthday or group parties.
Open daily 9 a.m. - 6 pm. Apr. L - Oct. 31; Nov. 1 - Mar. 31, % am. - 5 pm.
Usually open during major haliday week. For information, call 830/868-4337. On
U.S. 281 four miles north of city.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK—
Located lwo blocks south of 1.S. 290 between Avenues F and G. Main headguar-
ters fealures visilor center. bookstore, exhibits, and auditorium that plays [ilms
on LBJ and Lavdbird Johnson, as well as ranger talks and monthly guest lec-
turcs, Down the sireet, with guided tours daily, is frame structure where a young
Lyndon Johnson lived while attending public school. Home is nearly 100 vears
old. and furnishings include Johnson family household items and period [urni-
ture restored 1o the 1920 era. Tours of the home are given on the hall hour,

One block west, via a nature trail, is Johnson Settlement, which was owned by
President’s grandfather and great-uncle 1867-72, and gathering point of seven-
county arca [or cattle drives. The rustic 1856 dog-trot cabin, 1880 slone [arm
buildings. exhibit center, and pastures with grazing Texas Longhorn cattle reflect
the frontier heritage. Operated by National Park Service, open daily, except
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's duys. For information, write to PO

Box 329, Johnson City, TX 78636, or call §30/868-7128, ext. 231 or 244,
LYNDON B. JOHNSON STATE PARK AND HISTORIC SITE—
See STONEWALL.

PEDERNALES FALLS STATE PARIK - 4,800 scenic acres preserving
natural beauty of the area; features picturesque walerfalls. abundant animal and
hird life, fishing, swimming, camping, picnicking, hiking, nature study. Located 8
miles east via EM. 2766. Open daily 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Admission [ee, and addition-
al fees for camping. For more information, call 830/868-2304 or 800/792-1112.
TEXAS HILLS VINEYARD —The soil here is much like the Tuscan coun-
tryside in Traly. Vineyard's planted vines include Pinot Grigio, Sangiovese,
Moscato, Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Merlot, and Chenin Blane. Winery
tours, gift shop and tasting room, Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. noon -
3 p.m. One mile east of city on R.R. 2766. For information, call 830:868-2321, or
visit www.texashillsvinevard.com.

VISITOR INFORMATION —Johnson Cily Tourism Bureau is housed in
the Texas Hill Country Visitor Center at 803 Hwy. 281 8. Visilor center and gift
shop provide maps, directions and information about city and Hill Counlry.
Open vear-round, seven days a week, For more information, call 830/868-3700
or 830/868-7684, or visit www.lbjcounlry.com,

JUNCTION

Pop. 2,618 Alt. 1,710 Map P-13
GENERAL —Established 1876 with formation of Kimble Counly, Today 4
trade and retail center of scenic. sparsely populated arca nationally noted for
production of fine wool and mohair. Camping, fishing, canoeing and hunting are
popular in area. More flowing streams than any other Texas county: year-round
fishing. Hunters find wild turkey. decr and game birds during season, squirrels
throughout year; exotics also found in area,

Schreiner (city) Park on Lake Junction has swimming pool, baskethall courts,
haseball fields and free overnight camping.
KIMBLE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Documents, tools and
other relics from days of early settlers, and military artilacts, Open Mon, - Fri.
9:30 a.m, - noon, 2 - 5 p.m. Weekends hy appointment. At 4th and College sis,
For information, call 325/446-4219,
0. C. FISHER MUSEUM —Duplicate of Washington office of long-time
Congressman [rom this district displays memorabilia and gifts received. Open
weekdays in Kimble County Library, 208 N. 10th St.
SCENIC DRIVES —Although several are scenic, one of most impressive is
118, 377 southwesl as il travels along the South Llano River. An exceptional
overlook is about 22 miles south at a highway rest area,
SOUTH LLANO RIVER STATE PARK—307-ucre wooded park Kes
along winding South Llano River. Abundant wildlite include white-tailed deer,
wood ducks, [ox squirrels, rock squirrels, javelina, and the Rio Grande turkey.
Nole: The majority of the acreage is closed in fall and winter for resource man-
agement and protection. Check with park in tall and winter for specific dates.
Campyrounds are available throughout the vear. Facilities include camping, hik-
ing, wildlife observation, and picnicking. Canoeing, tubing, and swimming in the
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Suuth.Llann River State Park near Junction

spring-fed river. Adjacent to the park is the 2,123-acre Walter Buck Wildlife
Management Area. Four miles south of Junction off UL8. 377, For information,
325/446-3994,

KERRVILLE
Pop. 20,425 Alt. 1,645 Map Q-14

GENERAL—Seat of Kerr Counly, one ol state’s most popular health and
recreation centers. Area believed by many lo have most ideal climate in the
nation. More than two dozen boys’ and girls’ camps, scores of hotels, motels and
religious encampments attract thousands annually. Rugged cedar and live oak-
covered hills, picturesque green valleys and beautiful streams cdged by towering
cypress. White-tailed deer are so numerous that motorists are cautioned to be on
the alert for them, especially at night.

Capt. Charles A. Schreiner, born in Riquewihr, France, was carly, prominent
Kerrville settler. He served with the Confederacy and as a Texas Ranger; estab-
lished general merchandising business in Kerrville, in 1869, The Charlcs
Schreiner Co. owned more than 566,000 acres of land by 1910, ¢xtending some
80 miles northwest to Menard. Among Schreiner’s philanthropics was establish-
ment of Schreiner Institute {now Schreiner Universily),

Outdoor activities include numerous city parks, municipal tennis center, pub-
lic and private golf courses. horseback riding, camping, bicycling, shopping, and
more. Many “Winter 'lexans” make Kerrville their home hall of the year.

Industries include Mooney Aircraft and James Avery Craftsman.

Major annual events include the Texas State Arts & Crafis Fair, Memorial
Day weekend; the Kerrville Folk Festival Memorial Day weekend, and Wine &
Music Festival on Labor Day weekend.

Major revitalization restored the downtown area Lo ils original quaint charm,
Visitors find antique shops, restaurants, as well as contemporary galleries, studios
and boutiques, wwwkerrvilletexascvb.com.

BIRDING —Many bird species have been sighted, including the rare Golden-
cheeked Warbler and Bluck-capped Vireo.

HILL COUNTRY ARTS FOUNDATION —See INGRAM,

HILL COUNTRY MUSEUM —Hill Couniry antiques, artifacts and memo-
rabilia in former home of Capt. Charles A, Schreiner, Handsome Romanesque
stone structure (1879) features French crystal chandcliers, decorative accents.
Open Tues. - Sat., Noon -4 pan.: call 1o conlirm hours. 226 Earl Garrett St.
Admission fee. 830/896-8033.

HUNTING — Year-round exotic game hunting as well as seasonal hunting of
whiletail decr, turkey, quail and dove. For lease information call 830/792-3535.
KERR ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTER-Foundcd in 1996 by nine
artists, this organization plays host to the annual Texas Furniture Makers Show,
the annual Gourd Show, art exhibits, and a gift shop that [catures the works of
local artists. Open Tues. - Sat.. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.: Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. Admission to the
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galleries and gift shop is free. At 228 Earl Guarrelt St.

www.kacckerrville.com.
KERRVILLE-SCHREINER PARK—5(0 beautiful
Hill Country acres on upper reaches of cypress-edged
Guadalupe River. Camping, shelters, RV hookups, rest
rooms, picnicking, fishing, swimming, nature study, hik-
ing. South edge of city off Texas 173. Admission fee.
830/257-5392.

MUSEUM OF WESTERN ART - The museum
comprises the nation’s most distinguished living artists
who follow in the tradition of Remington and Russell in
celebrating the memories of the Old West. Rotating col-
lection is sure to delight and surprise. A major western
art library is maintained, and teaching facilities attract
top artists. Open Tues. - Sat. % a.m. - 5 pm.; Sun. 1- 5 pm.
Closed major holidays, 1350 Bandera Hwy. (Texas 173)
south of town. Admission fee. For intormation, call
830/896-2553. www.museumofwesternart.arg,
RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER—Blending cul-
tural history with the area’s natural history, the center
includes an arboretum of Texas trees, walking paths,
wildtlower meadow, butterfly gardens, special demon-
strations and programs. Visitor center open Mon. - Fri,

Y a.m.- 4 pm., Sal. - Sun. 10 am. - 3 p.m.; grounds are
open daily from dawn Lo dusk. 150 Francisco Lemos
Street. 830/257-4837, wwwriversidenalurecenler.org,

STONEHENGE IN THE HILLS —Scc INGRAM.

KINGSLAND o
Pop. 8,838 Alt. 856 Map O-15

GENERAL— At confluence of Llano and Colorado rivers, spot was popular
for fishing even before area lakes were buill; Lrains brought fishermen at turn of
the century. The scenic area is still popular with [ishcrmen and water-sports
enthusiasts who enjoy convenient access Lo present Lake Lyndon B,
Johnson.Visitors also enjoy activities such as goll. bird watching, antique shop-
ping, art galleries. scenic drives and more. A popular area known as “The Slab,”
just upstream from city, is perfect for swimming and wading,

Annual Aqua Boom celebration, on July 4th, commemorates Independence
Day with one of the largest tireworks displays in the Hill Country.

For more information, contact the Kingsland/Lake LBJ Chamber of
Commerce at 325/388-6211 or visit www.kingslandchamber.org,
INKS DAM NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY —Thousands of fish bred
in scientific facility’s ponds. Lakes from across the country are stocked from
here. Of interest regarding aquaculture, but limited sightseeing; no aguarium

Riverside Nature Center, Kerrville




exhibits. Open Mon, - Fri, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (till noon on weekend), Take FM. 2342
northeast 4.4 mi. 1 intersection with Park Road 4; Park Road 4 north approx.
1.5 miles; watch Lo signs, 830/793-2474.

INKS LAKE STATE PARK—Sec BUCHANAN DAM.

LAKES —Buchanan, Inks, and Lyndon B. Johnson. See LAKES listing,
NIGHTENGALE ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER - Localed in a
wooded 10-acre site on the banks of Lake LBI, features cxhibils that show-
case artifacts, display of field excavations, and an interpretive rail that allows
visitors to “walk through time.” Also features chipped stone Lools and grinding
stones used thousands of years ago found at the site. Open fourth Sal. every
month from 2 - 5 p.m. For more information, call 830/598-5261 or §00/776-3272,
ext. 6714,

PACKSADDLE MOUNTAIN—An area landmark that’s of interest both
to historians and geologists. Much ol long, low mountain is 600-million-year-old
sandstone in horizontal layers, which rests on even more ancient Packsaddle
schist, exposed in Honey Creck at loot of the mountain off Texas 71. Intriguing
traces of gold, silver and other minerals have been reported in sands of the
creek. Mountain was sitc of a lierce batlle with Apaches on Aug. 5, 1873, last
major Indian battle in the area. Located five miles southwest of Kingsland in
eastern Llano County.

Ky.e .. o
Pop 25 000 Alt. 714 Map Q-16

GENERAL—Kyle is cight miles north of San Marcos in Havs County, 20 miles
south of Austin and the sccond largest cily in the county. Here the Balcones
Escarpment meets the blacklands prairie. The town was established on July 24,
1880, when David E. Moore and Fergus Kyle (for whom the city was named)
gave 200 acres for a townsite to the International-Great Northern Railroad, Lots
were [irst sold in October 1880 at an auction held beneath a live vak tree, now
known as the Kyle Auction Oak. An 1895 election incorporated the town, but
voters discontinued the status two vears later. Tt was incorporated again in 1906,
Farming and ranching add to the economy of other businesses in this [asl-grow-
ing communily.

CLAIBORNE KYLE LOG HOUSE —Claihorne and Lucy Bugg Kyle
marricd in 1829 in Tennessee and moved to Texas in 1844, In 1830, they buill this
massive log house on a bluff overlooking the Blanco River where they, their
cight children and one adopted son lived. Built of huge cedar logs, the four-pen,
lincar dog-trol house has four rooms, each about 16-fecet square lined up, two on
either side of the dog trot. The home has been restored and furnished by the Kyle
Log House Commission, Listed in the National Register of Hisloric Places. On
County Rd. 136 southwest of Kyle, Open first Sun. of the month Apr. - Aug. 2 -

5 p.m. For information, call 512/268-9981.

PORTER MUSEUM —This quaint muscum is housed in the house where
Katherine Anne Porter spent some ten years of her childhood. The Pulitzer
Prize-winning author is probably best known for her novel, Ship of fools, pub-
lished in 1962 and later made into a movie. Museum contains Porter memorabil-
ia and other Southwest writers, artists, and poets. Open Tues. - Fri. 1 - 6 pm., Sal.
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. At 508 West Center St. www.english tystate.edu/KAP.

LAGO VISTA I
Pop. 5,360 Alt. 1,230 Map P-16
GENERAL —Carrying the Spanish name for “lake view” this city was original-
ly a lakeside resort comprised of homes, condominiums and golf courses, incor-
poraled in 1984, This community encompasses more than 15 miles of shoreline on
Lake Travis, It is gateway to the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge,
home Lo endangered golden-cheeked warbler and the black-capped vireo.
Abundant while-tailed deer roam along the lakeshore and golf courses
where there is year-round golfing, boating, tishing, hunting and tennis. Traveling
west on FM. 1431 to Lago Vista offers exceptional hill country scenery. Especial-
Iy nice in spring when bluebonnets and wild{lowers abound. The Wildlife Refuge
hosts the Texas Songbird Festival between April - May, Refuge Week in Octo-
ber, and the Chamber of Commerce kicks off Hill Country Dayz Festival each
fall between Sepl. - Oct, For more information, visit www.hillcountrydayz.com,
www.lagovista.org or call 512/267-7952.
FLAT CREEK ESTATE VINEYARD AND WINERY —Scenic loca-
tion over 80 acres nestled in 4 sciting reminiscent of the Tuscany region. Visitors
tour vineyard estale, state-ol-the-art winery, walking trails and Pecan Park picnic
arca, Open Tues. - Fri. Noon - 5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 pm.; Sun. Noon-5 p.m.

Kerrville, one hour west of San Antonio, is an ideal

base from which 1o explore the treasures of Central

Texas. Call 1-800-221-7958 or email kerrcub@kic, Gom
- for a visitors’ guide and evenls calendar

5| www.kerrvilletexascvh.com

Six miles west of Lago Vista on Singleton Bend Rd. off 1431. Visit
www.flatcreckestate.com or call 512/267-6310,

LAGO VISTA AIRPOWER MUSEUM & LIBRARY —Dedicated to
preservation of military aircraft and memorabilia, Collection includes more than
350 model aircraft of all nations from World War [ & II, Korea, Vietnam and
Desert Storm. Aircrafl include L4 Grasshopper, PT 13 Stearman, RF-4C
Phantom Jet and F100 Super Sabre Jet. The library features more than 1,200
hooks on the military as well as displays of engines, guns, swords, diaries, WWII
Jeep and hundreds of photographs. Open Sat. 1 - § p.m. and by appointment
other days. Take FM 1431 to Lago Vista, right on Bar-K Ranch Rd. to airport on
Flight Line Road. Muscum is in hanger 9. Free admission, call 512/267-7403.
LAKES — Austin, Georgelown, and Travis, See LAKES listing.

LAMPASAS ==
Pop 6,786 Alt. 1,025 Map N-16

GENERAL —Established as Burleson in early 1830s, name changed with cre-
ation of Lampasas County; made counly seal. Sulphur springs, popular among
Indians long hefore white seftlers arrived, still flow about half a mile from
native stone courthouse, which is on Nalional Register of Historic Places.
Historic structures include Keystone Hotel, carly Texas landmark-stagecoach
stop. Sportsmen find prime hunting for white-tailed deer, wild turkey, quail, and
mourning dove, as well as excellent fishing in local creeks and nearby Lampasas
und Colorado rivers.

Lampasas lies on U.S. 190, a segment of the Ports-to-Plains Highway con-
necting the state’s heartland to coastal ports.

City is participant in Texas Main Street Project. Downtown buildings fcaturc
local limestone construction; several restored and others planned. Most original-
Iy built in 1880s. A historical driving tour is available at the Chamber of Com-
merce office at 512 E. Second St. For additional information on accommodations,
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Flat Creek Estate Vineyard and Winery in Lago Vista

dining facilities, and events, call the chamber office at 512/556-5172.
KEYSTONE SQUARE MUSEUM —Houscd in an carly frontier building,
museum [calures variety of changing exhibits devoled to such subjects as Texas
Rangers, carly-day saloon items, Indian artifacts, ranch and home implements,
tools, and old-fashioned crafts. Open Sat, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 304 S. Western St.
LAKE —Buchanan. See LAKES listing,
PARKS — Hancock Park, 109-acre municipal [acility includes Hancock Springs,
source of water for public baths a century ago. Pienic and playgrounds, swimming
pool, pavilion and 18-hole golf course, Southwest, off U.S. 281.

WM. Brook Park offers outdoor theater, picnic and playgrounds, gazeho,
South side of city, off U.S, 190.

LEAKEY

Alt. 1,609
GENERAL—Small community (pronounced LAY-key) is in one of most sce-
nic and picturesque areas of rugged Edwards Plateau. Elevations range from
1,500 to 2,400 feet with deep, dramatic canyons cut by Frio and Nueces rivers.
Archaeological excavations show cvidence of prehistoric civilizations in area. At
time of first Spanish explorers, game-rich area was inhabited by Comanche,
Apache and Lipan-Apache Indians. Ranching predominates today featuring cal-
tle. sheep and goats. Flocks of registered Angora goats produce prized mohair.
Camping and hunting are popular with visitors. Game birds and animals include
white-tailed deer, wild turkey. mourning dove, quail, squirrel, javelina, rabbits,
and raccoons,

During the spring and summer visitors enjoy tubing the crystal clear waters
of the Frio River, and, in the fall, seeing the beautiful hues of red and gold of
autumn leaves on the (rec-covered hills.

For information on events, accommodations, and restaurants, call the Frio Can-
yon Chamber of Commerce at 830/232-3222 or visit www.friocanyonchamber.com,
GARNER STATE PARK —10 miles south on U.S. 83, See CONCAN,
REAL COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —Historic items and articles
displayed in period rooms depicting history of Real County area. Open Fri., Sat.
10 a.m. - 4 pm. Just off courthouse square. Admission fee.

SCENIC DRIVES —FM. 337 both east and wesl spans somc of the Hill

Country’s most spectacular scenery—wooded steeps and tiny secluded valleys. West
to Camp Wood leads to river camps on the piclurcsque Nueces River. East to Van-
derpoal and north on EM. 187 leads Lo beautiful Lost Maples State Natural Arca.

US. 83 north skirts East Frio River; 12 miles north, a roadside park offers
spectacular view and picnic facilities. Texas 39 cast, along Guadalupe River (o
Ingram is another picturesque route,

WILDLIFE ART MUSEUM —Fealures art of taxidermy, sculpture, paintings
and carvings, Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. On EM. 337, 3 blocks east of US. 83,
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LLANO N— _ _
Pop. 3,325 Alt. 1,029 Map O-15
GENERAL—Founded in 1855, on the clear, spring-fed Llano River, the town
of Llana became the counly scat in 1856. Well established by 1860 with stores,
saloons and a hotel, there was no church in the rough frontier village. Llano
courthouse dates from 1892

The present farm-ranch community bills itself the “Deer Capital of Texas”
and hosts many hunters sceking abundance of white-tailed deer during Fall-
Winter season. Year-round fishing in picturesque Llano River and nearby High-
land Lakes. Entire downtown square is designated a National Historic District,

Llano has become home to many world champion team ropers and hosts
rodco events attracting participants and spectators from all around the stalc.

An entertaining and educational walking tour is sure Lo interesl visitors.
Information about the walking tour, as well as evenls, accommodations, hunting,
and nearby area attractions around the Highland Lakcs is available from the
chamber of commerce office at 700 Bessemer, by calling 325/247-5354 or visiting
www.llanochamber.org.

CITY-COUNTY PARKS —Camping and picnicking uvailable at all. Some
with RV hookups, lake and pool swimming, lishing, boat ramp, playgrounds, 18-
hole golf course, hiking trails, and scenic views. Black Rock and Shaw Island
parks on Lake Buchanan; Robinson City Park on Llano River; Llano County
Community Center (park) on west edge of town. Details at the Llano County
Chamber of Commerce, 700 Bessemer (Texas 16) north of the river bridge; open
Mon. - Fri.8 a.m. - § p.m. 325/247-5354,

ENCHANTED ROCK STATE NATURAL AREA—Massive dome of
solid granite famed in Indian legend; said to be site of human sacrifices, some
tribes feared to set foot on it; others uscd height as rallying point; all held it in
awe and reverence. Indians believed ghost [ires flickered on crest on moonlit
nights. A National Natural Landmark, the dome is about 640 acres; 1,825 [eel
high. Open year-round. Hiking, rock climbing and rappelling, as well as picnick-
ing in designated arvas, Primitive backpack camping and walk-in tent camping
only (reservations recommended). NO RV, CAMPER OR TRAILER CAMP-
ING. Note: Because of its popularity, the number of daily visitors is being limited.
The park is experiencing erosion problems, soil compacting, and tree loss due to
root exposure caused by the thousands of visitors in the park. Therefore, visitation
is heing limited to protect the natwral and cudiural resourees. Once the park reach-
es capacity during heavy use periods, such ay weekends, holidays, and spring
break, it will temporarity close for the day and reopen when parking is available.
For park information, call 325/247-3903. South 22 miles via Texas 16, R.R. 965.
Admission fee.

HILL COUNTRY WILDLIFE MUSEUM —More than 700 mounted
species reflect the collection of Charles K. Campbell, who was one of the first
persons to collect all of the North American 27 big game animals. On the courl-
housc square at 826 Ford St. Open Thurs. - Sat., 10 a.m. - § p.m, Admission fcc.
325/247-2568.

HISTORIC INNS —Badu House—Originally a small-lown bank, c. 1891,
restored as a country inn and restaurant, Marble-floored [ront room, quaint din-
ing rooms, original fixtures, and anlique [urnishings; six rooms and one suite with
baths. On Texas 71 north, 325/247-1207.

Dabbs Railroad Hote!—Once a parl of a group of hotels located on the
Llano River at the end of the tracks, this quaint hotel is the last standing railroad
hotel of the Victorian era. This bed and breakfast has kept old-fashioned pleasures
like sun-dried linens and homemade meals, At 112 E. Burnet St. 325/247-7905.
LAKES —Buchanan, Inks, and Lyndon B. Johnson, Scc LAKES listing.
LLANO COUNTY MUSEUM —General county historical displays housed
in refurbished old-time drug store. Open Jun. - Aug. 10 a.m. - noon, 1 - 3 p.m.
except Mon. Open Sept. - May Fri. - Sun, 1:15 - 5:15 p.m. North end of Llano
River bridge, Texas 16, 325/247-3026,

LLANO FINE ARTS GUILD, INC.—Exhibit of work by local artists.
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 w.m. - 5 p.n; Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. 503 Bessemer (Texas 16).
32512474839,

LUCKENBACH

Pop. 25 (est.) Alt. 1,561 Map P-15
GENERAL—Settled in 1850 by German pioneers, the tiny hamlet remained
obscure until bought in the 1970s by the late Hondo Crouch, Hill Country
humorist, writer, and authentic Texas character. An enormously popular
country/western song made the name known virtually worldwide,




Llano River

Luckenbach remains as it was—one unpainted general store that also scrves as
i beer tavern, a traditional rural dance hall, and a sometimes-used blacksmith shop.
Sunday allernoons are often spontaneous *happenings.” Banjo pickers. puitar
strummers, and Gddlers form impromptu groups beneath huge old live oaks. Whit-
tlers ply their leisurely craft, and washer pitchers exercise deceptively simple skills.

Luckenbach’s bemusing ambiance, according (o one writer, “is like Briga-
doon; you're almost alraid to go back because it might not be there again.”

Tt's there—east of Fredericksburg off U.S, 290, five miles south just off EM. 1376,
Don't count on signs; souvenir thicves swipe them as fast as they can be placed.

MARBLE FALLS
Pop. 6,480 Alt. 764 Map O-16

GENERAL —Founded in 1887 by General Adam R. Johnson, named for
Colorado River waterfalls over marble outcroppings thal were visible before
dam was built 1o form Lake Marble Falls. City sained fame [or providing ‘Texas
Pink” granile from nearby Granite Mountain used to conslrucl Texas State
Capilol in Austin. Stone was donated by citizens in cxchange [or a rail connec-
tion with Austin. so the Austin and Northwest Railroad buill an extension from
Marble Falls to Granite Mountain in 1889. The old depot is now the Visitor
Burcau in center of town, and granite continues to be quarried and shipped

all over the world,

Birding opporlunities abound, from hummingbirds and warblers in spring
and summer to American Bald Eagles in winter. Hunting, fishing und cumping
activities are also popular. Nalive game fish abound in lakes and streams, Fall and
winter hunting seasons ofter plentiful white-lailed deer, wild turkey and excellent
wing shooling of migratory and native game birds,

City also features golf, spas. art galleries, shopping and more. Horseback
riding oppartunities also available. Contact the Marble Falls/Lake LBJ Chamber
of Commerce for more information by calling 800/759-8178 or visil
www.marblefalls.org,

FOX MEMORIAL MARKER — A monument overlooking Colorado River
and scenic Hill Country is dedicated to Oscar J. Fox, composer of the ¢lassic pop-
ular song, “Hills of Home.” In roadside park on U.S. 281 just south of town.
GRANITE BEACH WATER PARK—Fcatures 4 water park and includes
jet ski rentals, boat rentals, hoat ramp launch. beach, restaurant, and more,
Located 5 miles west of city at 200 S. Wirtz Dam Rd. Call 830/693-9172 [or sea-
sonal hours, admission fees, and directions,

GRANITE MOUNTAIN —Huge dome of high-quality pink and red granite,
prized worldwide. Quarrving began in the 1880s for construction of the Texas
Capitol. Unending flow of the superb material has continued ever since, yet bulk
of the dome has hardly been diminished. View from roadside picnic area on
R.M. 1431 just north of town; visitors not admitted 1o quarry area. Retail outlet
open Lo public, 830/598-6570.

 HILL counTRYLZ

INKS DAM NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY —See BUCHANAN DAM.
INKS LAKE STATE PARK—Scc BUCHANAN DAM.

KRAUSE SPRINGS —Spring-fed swimming pool. picnic area, scenic year-
round gardens, hiking, RV and tent camping. On-site showers and rest rooms.
Best known for mini-talls at natural cold spring pool. Southeast of Marble Falls
on Hwy. 71 in Spicewood. 830/693-4181.

LAKES —Buchanan, Lnks, Lyndon B. Johnson, Marble Falls, Travis. Sce LAKES
listing.

LONGHORN CAVERN STATE PARK -See BURNET,

PARKS —Beautiful city parks include two boat launch ramps. tennis complex,
city pool, playscapes, softhall and soccer fields, and pavilion. For more informa-
tion call 830/693-3615.

ROCKHOPPER'S FAMILY FUN CENTER—Mini-poll, mini-bowling,
arcade and game center, snack bar. Call ahead for hours and dircctions.
330/693-4386

SCENIC DRIVES—R.M. 1431 offers breathtaking scenery both northwest
and southeast over winding curves and hills, with frequent glimpses of Highland
Lakes. Spring scenes are exceptionally beautiful.

Both R.M. 2147 (not shown on most maps) along western shore of Lake
Marble Falls, and Texas 71 through Hill Country are routes to be remembered,
SPICEWOOD VINEYARDS —A family owned and operated vineyard and
winery, located in an ancient bed of the Colorado River. Located in Spicewood,
just 15 miles southeast of Marble Falls. Tour the vineyard and winery. then stop
by the tasting room. Take U.S. 281 South to Texas 71 East, then take C.R. 408
South. Open Wed. - Sat. 10 a.m.— 3 p.m.; Sun. noen - 5 p.m.; closed Easler,
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day. For more information, call
830/6Y3-5328. www.spicewoodvineyards.com.

SWEET BERRY FARM - Pick your own strawberrics and blackberries, also
enjoy havrides. petting zoo, hay mazes, fall pumpkin and pourd patch, picnic area
and more. Call ahead for seasonal hours and directions. Take Hwy. 1431 west Lo
EM, 1980, then go north approx. two miles, 830/798-1462.

VANISHING TEXAS RIVER CRUISE —5ec BURNET.

VISITORS CENTER—Marble Falls/Lake LBJ Chamber of Commerce
Visitors Center is housed in the Mistorical Railroad Depot, which is more than
100 vears old. Open Mon, - Fri, 8 a.m, - § p.m. Additional information can be

found outside after busincss hours, 800/739-8178. www.marblefalls.org.

Map O-14
GENERAL—Seat of Mason County, grew under protection of Fort Mason,
one of series of Texas frontier Lorts, Noted [or camping, hunting and fishing,
White-tailed deer and wild turkey atlract hunters each fall and winter; fishing in
beautiful Llano River is year-round sporl. Hislorical interest centers around
Indians who once roamed arca, a bloody feud known as the Mason County War,
and the fort. Many homes and businesses are constructed of original-cut sandstone
blocks from old Fort Mason. Blucbonnets blanket surrounding hillsides and val-

Tasmnia

Fort Mason
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leys during spring. Note picluresque rock fences stitched along scenic countryside,
Topaz. the state gem, 18 found in Mason County’s streambeds and ravines, For
information about topaz hunts, contact the Mason County Chamber of Commerce.

Pick up “Walking Tour Brochure” at Chamber Lo explore historic town
square, Quaint courthouse built in 1909 sils on lush green lawns amid soaring
pecan trees and provides great pholo opportunitics. The Historic Qden Thealcr,
located on the square, is the oldest conlinuously-operating movie theater in
Texas. and first-run movies arc shown Fri. - Mon.

Don’t miss Roundup Rodeo Weekend held the second weekend in July,

For additional information on accommodations, dining facilitics, cvents, and
other area attractions, stop by the Mason County Chamber ol Commerce at
108 Fort McKavell St or call 325/347-5758. Visit www.masonlxcoc.com,
ECKERT JAMES RIVER BAT CAVE—One of (he largest Mexican free-
tailed bat colonics is found here. Open May - Ocl. Thurs. - Sun. 6 - 9 p.m. Take
US. 87 south 1o RR. 1723, Go two miles and turn right on R.R. 2389. Follow
signs Lo cave. Watch for cattle and wildlife on road alter dark. For information,
call 325/347-5758.
FORT MASON— An officers quarters reconstructed on crest of Post 11ill
marks location of fort that commanded a wide view. A number of crumbling
foundations still show some sites of 23 original buildings that included barracks,
officers quarters, storehouses, stables, guwldhouce and hospital, Primarily a caval-
ry post, Fort Mason was duty station for such military figures as Albert Sidney
Johnston, John Bell Hood and Robert E. Lee. Fort Mason was Lee's last com-
mand in US, Army —from here he was called to Washington where he refused
command of Union army being prepared for the War Between the States, Bricfly
aclivaled after that war, Fort Mason was abandoned in 1869, The reconstructed
building is on original foundations; double fireplace foundations are original, and
rock used was from original building materials of fort. Fort Mason is on the
Texas Forts Trail. About five blocks south of courthouse.
FORT MASON CITY PARK—125-acre park with picnicking [acilitics
4mong larae pecan trees, fully equipped RV camping sites, 9-hole goll course,
rodeo arena, athletic fields, walking trails, and playscape. U.S. 87 1 milc south. For
information and reservations, call 325/347-6449,
MASON COUNTY M. BEVEN ECKERT MEMORIAL
LIBRARY —In addition to books, magazines, and other items found in libraries,
special areas highlight local literary celebritics. Fred Gipson, author of Old Yeller
and Savage Sam is from Mason. Take time (o look at the full cxhibit on him in
the library and stroll outside the library Lo see the “Old Yeller” statue. Other
exhibits include information on the Eckert James River Bal Cave and genealogi-

cal information about early Mason families. Open daily, excepl Sun., just south of

the square. For information, call 325/347-5446.

MASON COUNTY MUSEUM—General collection of Mason County his-
torical items is housed in old schoolhouse built in 1870s, largely from material
[rom Fort Mason buildings. At 300 Moody St. For hours, call Mason County
Chamber of Commerce at 325/347-3738.

MASON COUNTY VETERANS' MEMORIAL—Granite memorial
located on Courthouse Square inscribed with names of Mason County veterans,
Project initiated and completed by Mason High School’s Class of 2001 as a trib-
ute to military service given by Mason County veterans.

MENARD

Pop 1,653 Alt. 1,960 Map O-12
GENERAL —Eslablished near ruins of ancient Spanish mission Santa Cruz de
San Saba, which had been abandoned a century before. Town was carly trading
post and stop on north and west cattle trails; compound of an old Spanish mis-
sion just cast of town served as corral, holding up 1o 3,000 caltle on way to mar-
ket Only a historical marker on EM. 2092 recalls history of mission today.
Currently, sheep and wool production are of primary importance, lollowed by
beel cattle and Angora goats. Legends of a lost silver mine still circulate in area.
Annual Jim Bowic Day is in Sept. For more information, visil the Menard
Chamber of Commerce at 100 San Saba St,

HISTORIC DITCH WALK—The Menard Trrigation Canal is locally
referred (o as “The Ditch.” First dug in 1736 by early Spanish Padres for irriga-
tion Lo the mission, it is still used today with modilications made during the years
Lo supply water to members of the irrigation company. A walk along the canal
through the downtown area passes by shopping and sightseeing opportunities,
For more information, contact the chamber of commerce office at 325/396-2363.
MENARD COUNTY MUSEUM —Local history exhibits and frontier arti-
facts housed in small, vintage railroad depot at TS, 83/US. 190 (100 Frisco Ave,).
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Historic Ditch Walk in Menard

For information, call the chamber of commerce at 325/396-2363.

PARKS —The city’s parklands provide excellent recreational facilities for resi-
dents and visitors. American Legion Park is a plaza surrounding the courthouse
complex in the downtown area, complete with swimming pool. Stock Pens
Crossing Park, just west of the city on the San Saba River, is on the sile of the
original livestock crossing, Facilities include a pavilion and picnic tables. San
Saba River Fark is a 12-acre river hottom tract on the north side where the
LS, &3 bridge crosses the San Saba River. Facilities include picnic tables, swings,
4 hall-mile walkingfjogging track, and parking area,

RUINS OF REAL PRESIDIO DE SAN SABA —Spanish fort estab-
lished in 1751 to protect Mission Santa Cruz de San Saba. Mission experienced
increasing hostility from Indians, and presidio commander urged missionaries to
abandon their elfort. They refused. and on Mar. 16, 1758, a strong force of
Comanche and other Indians overran the mission. killed many occupants and
burned the buildings. Only a few escaped. Small relief force of soldiers from this
presidio were so fiercely attacked, they were unable to prevent mission destruc-
tion. Presidio was abandoned in 1769. Ruins maintained as county park 2 miles
west off ULS. 190).

“SONG OF SILVER" —This musical drama is set in a beauliful natural
amphitheater and recalls the historical account of the legendary Jim Bowie and
his quest for the Lost Spanish Silver Mine. The performance is usually the third
weekend in June. Check with the chamber of commerce for additional informa-
tion at 325/396-2365.

MERTZON

Pop. 839 Alt. 2,184
GENERAL—Established 1910 as stop on Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Rail-
road; named for a director of the line. Scat of Irion County, a rolling to hilly area
devoted primarily to ranching. County is one of Texas™ leading sheep producing areas,
IRION COUNTY MUSEUM —Local history exhibits. Open Mon. - Fri,
1:30 - 5:30 p.m. Hours may vary; call 325/835-2704 for information. 1 blk. N of
courthuuse

SHERWOOD COURTHOUSE —One of hest examples of carly Texas
courthouses still stands in Sherwood, a mile north and a mile cast of Merlzon.
Community was seat of Irion County from 1889 until 1936. The courthouse now
belongs to Sherwood Community Association.



MOUNTAIN HOME

Pop. 96 (est.) Alt. 2,135 Map P-13
GENERAL—Not really among mountains, but the setting is picturesque.
Established 1890 by storekeeper Thomas A. Dowdy to serve surrounding ranch-
ers with staple foods and supplivs, Community in western Kerr County on Texas
2741 (just south of I-10} still provides much the same service in a rather sparsely
populated area of several very large ranches,

Y.O. RANCH —Established 1880 by Capl. Charles Schreiner {see KERR-
VILLE), the vast ranch is one of Southwest's largest deer and exotic game pre-
serves, with some 33 species of foreign wildlife, Guided hunting tours throughout
year (bul only during seasons for nalive species) can produce such trophies as
blackbuck antelope of India (the Y.0. has more blackbuck than remain in their
native habitat in India), wild Corsican ram, East African oryx, Axis deer and
aoudad sheep. Both resident and nonresident hunting licenses available at ranch.
Hunting fee guarantees success, or no charge, Photo safaris year-round. and sum-
mer adventure camp [or youths; fees. Substantial herd of Texas Longhorn cattle.
Several historic buildings are preserved on ranch, including stagecoach stop from
1830s; Wells Fargo office from near Boerne; pioneer cabin from near Fredericks-
Dburg, and pioncer schoolhouse. 2,110-foot sod airstrip. Daily tour (reservations
required: 830/640-3222) at 10 a.m.. includes lunch. Overnight accommodations:
swimming pool, nature trails, horseback riding. Ranch entrance is 15 miles west
of Mountain Home on Texas 41; ranch headquarters 8 miles north of entrance.

Pop. 36,494 T AR7200 MapQls

GENERAL Seat of Comal Counly, cstablished 1845 on Comal River by
German settlers led by Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels. Successtul farming,
ranching, abundant water from large springs contributed 1o early prosperity
af settlement, German influence in tradition, culture and language still promi-
nent; famous for sausages, breads, and popular river resorts,

‘The Guadalupe and Comal rivers provide excellent water recreation for visi-
tors. The Guadalupe, between Canyon Dam and New Braunfels, is famous for 1is
exciting rapids and sparkling clear waters and is very popular with tubers. Much
of the land along the river is private. Please respect the property rights and also
help preserve this natural resource. Strict enforcement of laws and regulations
applies to the river areas.

Wurstfest (sausage festival), 10 days early Nov., salutes the “best of the
wurst.” Features singing societies, traditional German hands. dancing groups and
sausages of every description. Historical exhibits, art shows and special events.

Bed and breakfast accommodations offered in historic buildings.
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM, THE—Children of all ages enjoy hands-on
exhibits, which include CMN-TV studio. a puppet palace. and other creative
areas. Opan Mon, - Sat, 9 am. - 5 p.m.; Sun, noon - § p.m, 386 W, San Antonio.
Admission fee. www.anbchildren.org.

CLEAR SPRINGS AVIARIES AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS—
Visitors huve a chance to walk through seven acres of a 35-acre park that is
home to more than 200 species of exotic birds and animals. There is a two-acre
lake, a duck pond, and more than 2,000 species of exotic plants, Self-guided tour
through landscaped gardens. Open daily 10 am. - 6 pm. (extended summer
hours). Exit 182 on 135 South, For information, call 830/606-602%. Admission tee.
CONSERVATION PLAZA —Owned by the New Braunfels Conservation
Society, these priceless structures have been preserved, The Baeige House is a
sood example of fachwerk construction. two-story house was built in 1852 by
German cngineer Carl Bagtge 26 miles northwest of city. The house was disman-
tled and rebuilt on Lhe plaza in 1975, Furnishings include period pieces, mostly of
Texas ot German origin, Other structures include the Rose Conservatory and the
Star Fxchange, the Lohse-Fischer Home, the Haelbig Music Studio, the Church
{1l School. the Jahn Cabinet Shop. and the Jahn Home. Conservation Plaza open
Tues. - Fri, 10 am. - 3 p.m., Sat. Sun. 2 - § pam. 1300 Church Hill Dr. Admission fec,
DRY COMAL CREEK VINEYARDS —I.ocated just six miles west of New
Brauntels, this Hill Country winery and vineyard oflers visitors the chance to tour
the facilities and sample vintages in the tasting room. Open daily noon - 3 p.m, At
1741 Herbelin Rd.. just off Texas 46 Wesl, 830/885-4121, www.drycomalereek.com.
GRUENE — {Pronounced “green”) German immigrants established village
before 1850, now part of New Braunfels, Historic structures, both ruins and
restored, include old homes, stores, art gallery, winery, ice ereant parlor, and
rustic heer hall, circa 1880, still popular for weekend dances.

I vou're in Gruene during the summer, check out the Gruene Country

NEW BRAUNFELS

Homestead Inn. The innkeepers af this hed and breakfast inn make their own
molasses from sugar cane (grown on the property). actually using the covker and
sugar press obtained from Edwin Hanz. the prior awner of the fachwerk barn
and property. For information, 830/606-(1216. On Guadalupe River, Gruene Rd.
o[l N, Loop 337, www.gruenchomesteadinn.com.

HISTORIC INNS— Faust Hotel - Restored 1920k hotel with omate, decora-
tive tile, ceiling fans, and candlestick telephones in each room. Veranda Restaurant
features Texas and German-style fare; 62 rooms with baths. 240 S. Seguin St.
Prince Solms Inn—Small, plain-Texan exterior: exquisite antique furnishings,
14-foot ceilings, orange bronze hardware, garden, and patio llagged with huge
stones from a 19th-century prison. Giovani's restaurant in basement. Eight
rooms with baths and two suites. 295 E. San Antonio St.
LAKE - Canyon. See LAKES listing,
LANDA PARK - Exceptionally scenic city park situated amang crystal
springs heading the Comal River. Towering trees, spring-fed swimming pools,
tuhing. picnicking, boating, bicycling, hiking and golt. Largest springs in state
{more than & million gallons an hour) form state’s shortest river—2.5 miles.
Miniature train ride winds through park.
LINDHEIMER HOME —Ferdinand Jukob Lindheimer ( 1801-187Y9) was [irst
to classily much of native Texas flora; more than 30 varieties bear his name. The
house, circa 1852, displays the fachwerk construction German settlers adapted to
Texas cedar and limestone, Many original furnishings. Part of the collection owned
by the New Braunlels Conservation Society. Open Memorial Day - Aug,. daily ex-
cept Wed., 2 - 5 pom; Sept. - Apr., Sat., Sun. 2 - 5 pm. 491 Comal St. Admission fee.
MUSEUM OF TEXAS HANDMADE FURNITURE —!loused in his-
toric (1858) Andreas Breustedt home; displays include dozens of furniture pieces
hand-crafted in Texas during 1300s, English ironstone, pewter, and other artifacts
from 1700s. One-room log cabin [eatures furnishings and tools. Open Memorial
Day - Labor Day, Tues. - Sal. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sun. 1 - 4 pm.; Labor Day - Memorial
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Day. Sat., Sun. 1 - 4 pm. 1370 Church Hill Dr. Admission fec.
www,nbheritagevillage.com.

NATURAL BRIDGE CAVERNS—See SAN ANTONIO.

NATURAL BRIDGE WILDLIFE RANCH —Sce SAN ANTONIO,
RIVER CAMPS —River camps/resorls have been popular for decades. Clear,
cool spring-fed pools, tubing chutes, rapids, and exceptionally scenic settings for
[amily recreation. Family groups abundant during summer; visitors from north-
crn states during winter. See Visitor Information for details.

RIVER GUIDES, OUTFITTERS —Several New Brauntels outfitters provide
raft and canoe rentals, plus guided float trips. For information, contact Bezdek's
Riverside Inn at 830/964-2244; Dos Rios Whitewater Ratting, 830/625-3375;
Gruene River Co., 830/623-2800 {grevenervreo@gruene.net); Guadalupe River
Station, 830/964-2850; Jerry’s Rentals, 830/623-2036 (www.jerrvsrentals.com);
Maricapa River Rides, 830/964-2222 or 800/460-8891; Landa Falls, 830/627-1440;
R-B’s Tube Rental, 830/623-5889; Rio Raft Co., 830/964-3613 (rioraft@gvic.com);
Riverbank Outfitters, 830/623-3037 (riverbank@compuvisian.net); and Rockin
‘R’ River Rides, 830/629-9999 or 80(0553-3628 (rockinr@rockinr.com),
SCENIC DRIVES—Any of several highways are scenic. R.M. 32, the “Devil’s
Backbane,” northwest of Canyon Reservoir is exceptionally beautiful, as is River
Road from New Brauniels to Sattler along Guadalupe River.
SCHLITTERBAHN —f53-acre Texas gem named America’s No. | waterpark
by the Travel Channel. Located along the banks of the Comal River, Schlitter-
bahn has something for kids of all ages, including tube chutes. water slides, uphill
water coasters, pools. hot tubs, kid's water playgrounds, shady picnic grounds and
year-round resorl rooms. Amenities include free parking, free use of inner tubes,
and guests are welcome to bring in their own picnic basket and cooler inlo the
park: no aleohol or glass containers please. The entire park is open weekends
beginning Apr. 29. daily May 20 - Aug, 20, weekends Aug, 26 - Sepl. 17. For
hours, rates. and room reservations, call 830/625-2351. 400 N. Liberty St.
Admission [ee, www.schlitterbahn.com.

SNAKE FARM —Teatures more than 500 reptiles, as well as a variety of
monkeys, birds, llamas and Texas longhorns, Open daily during summer

10ha.m. - 7 p.m.; winter hours Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. & Sun, 10 a.m, -

6 p.m. Closed Tues. Exil 182 on 1-35 south of town. For information, call
830/608-9270.

SOPHIENBURG MUSEUM - On hilltop site where Prince Carl of Solms-
Braunlels built a log fortress. Displays many of the nobleman’s personal effects,
Indian artifacts and household items of pioneer era, Open Mon, - Sat. 10 a.m, -

3 pm.; Sun. 1 - 5 pm. 401 W. Coll St. at Academy Ave. Admission fee,
www.nbtx.com/sophienbery,

VISITOR INFORMATION —Details and free literature about New
Braunfels historic sites, river camps and river outfitters, accommodations, and
current local events available al the Visitor Center at 1-35 and Post Road on the
north side of the city. Open daily. 800/572-2626. Visit www.nbcham.org,
WAGENFUEHR HOME AND BUCKHORN BARBERSHOP
MUSEUM —Part of the historic properties owned by the New Braunfels Con-
servation Society, this home is a “collector’s paradise.” It includes a 1900s barber-
shop; museum features hand-carved miniature circus animals, pictures made
[rom rocks. dolls from around the world, handmade jewelry, and many other
items. Open daily Memorial Day Lhrough Aug. 2 - 5 p.m.; closed Wed. Winter,
weekends 2 - 3 pm. At 521 W, San Antonio St. Admission fee.

OZONA B B
Pop. 3,700 Alt. 2,348 Map O-11

GENERAL—Known as “Biggest Little Town in the World,” located 82 miles
southwest ol San Angelo on 1-10. Seat of Crockett County, and the only lown in
the county’s 3,215 square miles, vast ranching and oil area, One of nation’s top
arcas in wool and mohair production. In Edwards Plalcau region, hunters find
white-tailed deer, javelina and upland game birds. County. organized in 1891
under giant Oak tree,which stands today and shades historical marker describing
the event, is named tor Davy Crocketl and is the cighth largest of all 234 coun-
ties in Texas. Other historical markers can be found throughout city,
CROCKETT COUNTY FAIR PARK & CONVENTION

CENTER - Present location of Emerald House, oldest dwelling in county.
Moved from town of Emerald when Ozona became the county seat in 1891, Park
olfers plavgrounds and picnic facilities. East edge of cily.

CROCKETT COUNTY HERITAGE APPRECIATION
MONUMENT —Memorial to the pioneer [amilics that came to settle the land
and to those who followed. Located in the center of the town'’s square.
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Schlitterbahn water park in New Braunfels

CROCKETT COUNTY MUSEUM —Threz-story museum includes
exhiibits like a blacksmith shop, western heritage room. wool and mohair room,
bank room and business reom. Indian artifacts, early ranching articles und period
collections. Open Mon. - Fri. § am. - § pm.. Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 404 1th SL.
DAVID CROCKETT MONUMENT —Statue in city park on town squarc
honors legendary frontiersman and hero of the Alamo, for whom county was named.
FORT LANCASTER STATE HISTORIC SITE —Established 1835 by
Ist U.S, Infantry; large rectangle around parade ground was site of 25 buildings
that housed two companies. Troopers on mules protected wagon trains on San
Antonio-El Paso “lower road.” The 2nd Texas Mounted Ritle Company of the
Confederate Army occupied the fort from 1861-62, Site of a battle hetween the
Indians and the 9th Calvary in December 1867, Modern visitor and interpretive
center open daily Memorial Day through Labor Day 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.: otherwise,
open Thurs, - Mon, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. West 33 mi. on Texas 290.

OZONA VISITOR CENTER PARK —Brand new center, located at I-10)
and 163, this 4,000-square foot facility includes 24-hour rest rooms, local lodging,
dining and altraction information. Also includes brochures on communities and
attractions within 300-mile radius. Open Mon. - Fri. Y a.m. - 3 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. -
3 p.m.; Sun. Noon - 4 pm. Print our e-brochure by visiting www.ozona.com/
crockettcounty. 332/392-3737

SCENIC DRIVE —Lancaster Hill, west on Texas 290, overlooks Pecos River
valley, A highway rest arca provides an excellent spot for picnic lunch with
PANOTATIC View,

PFLUGERVILLE o
Pop. 16,335 Alt. 717 Map P-17/EE-15

GENERAL—Named for Henry Pfluger Sr.. whose [amily emigrated from Ger-
many and settled into area in 1849, Town site of Pflugerville was platted in 1904,
Today, city located just north of Austin is one of the fastest-growing communilics
1n Texas. Many historic homes und structures can be found throughout the city,
FALLEN WARRIOR MEMORIAL —Dedicated in 2003, three-solider
branze statue designed by local artist, Mrs. Britta Herzog, honors local soldiers
who have given their lives in combal, Located in a clearing between Pfluger and
Gilleland parks. No admission fee,

HERITAGE HOUSE MUSEUM - Tivo-story Queen Anne home built in
1913, museum is supparted by the Heritage House Partners and features many
innovative features, such as a gazebo, a pole barn, an original metal pig pen from
Sears, an antique hay bailer, the Red Green Barn and Metzer Water Park, and
rain water harvest system. Artifacts from the original family and period picees ol



what local lifc was like in the last century. Also features a beautiful, ornate hard-
carved wooden staircase. Located at 901 Old Hutto Rd. Open first Sun. of the
month, | - 4 p.m. Donalions accepted, For more information, call 512/231-4362.
PARKS —City featurcs an award-winning hike and bike trail system through
the city. Pfluger Park. localed in the heart of downtown Pflugerville, featurcs a
hike and bike trail that loops around the park, and Gilleland Creck with picnic
tables and barbecuc prills, Also has rest rooms, basketball court. sand volleyball
court, and plavscape. Gilleland Creek Park features picnic tables. barbecue grills,
electricity, small plavscape, hike and bike trail, and junior Olvmpic-size swim-
ming pool. Seett £ Menizer Pool at Heritage Park is a commnity pool designed
for kids, and other park [eatures include walking trail, playscape, sund volleyball
trail. and bocce court.

ROCKSPRINGS

Pop. 1,285 Alt. 2,450 Map Q-12
GENERAL - Established 1891, named for springs prized as water source hy
wagon trains and Indians. In highest arca ol rugged, scenic Edwards Plateau.
Climate is cool and dry in summer. mild and sunny in winler. Area is popular
vear-round vacation spol oflering camping, picnicking, hiking, and rock collect-
ing, During specificd scasons hunters take white-tailed deer, wild turkey and
upland game birds. Fishing on nearby South Llano and Nucees Rivers,

DEVILS SINKHOLE STATE NATURAL AREA—The Sinkhole is a
verlical cavern with an opening approximately 40 by 60 [ecl and a vertical drop 1o
the main cavern of about 140 feet. The main cavern is circular and reaches a total
depth of 330 - 400 feet. Freshwater lakes around its perimeter support an endemic
amphipod. and a rare aquatic isopod. Both are crustaceans, There is a large sea-
sonal population of Mexican freetail bats that pul on an evening show when they
leave the cave to forage. Tours to see the bats are available from mid-Apr,
through mid-Oct, and guided tours to the cavern arc available every cvening,
Open daily. For more information, contact the visitors center al Devils Sinkhole
Society at 830/683-BATS (2287). www.devilssinkholetx.org,
SCENIC DRIVES —Mos! highways [rom Rucksprings are scenic routes
through the rugged Hill Country, especially RM. 674 south. US. 377 southwest
and LS. 377 northeast.

ROUND ROCK
Pop. 85,000 Alt. 720
GENERAL —LCstublished 1834, named for large round rock in bed of Brushy
Creek. Today, Round Rock is one of the fastest growing cities in the nation,
Features several historic buildings thal are listed on the National Historic
Register. Yearly festivals include Dallodil Days Festival and Three-Legged Willie
13K in Mar., Fiesta Amistad in May. Frontier Days in July, and Texas Outlaw 100
Cycling Tour in Oet.

Home to wide variety of houtiques and unique relail shopping opportuni-
ties, and many casual dining stops. For more information. contact the Round

Round Rock Express
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Devils Sinkhole State Natural Area near Rocksprings

Rack Convention & Visitors Burcau al S12/218-7023 or visit
www.SportsCapitalofTexus.com,

LAKES — Austin, Georeelown, Granger, and Travis. See LAKES listing.
PALM HOUSE MUSEUM - Restored home of founders Andrew and
Caroline Palm on land purchascd from the Swedish Immigration Agent east of
Round Rock in the Palm Valley settlement. The house has authentic furnishings;
elegant parlor, Swedish kitchen. Open Mon. - Fri. 9 am. - 3 pm. 212 E. Main St.
PARKS —Cily [eatures 34 developed parks encompassing more than 1,700
acres. O1d Sertlers Park 1s the jewel, featuring 2.5 miles of hiking trails, grills and
picnic areas, two playgrounds. lake, and more than 480 acres of rolling hillsides
for local events and festivals.

ROUND ROCK EXPRESS —The Express is the Triple-A affiliate of the
Houston Astros and owned by the legendary Nolan Ryan. his son. Reid Ryan,
and former Houston Astros” owner, Don Sanders, The team’s stadium, Dell
Diamond. 1s 3.5 miles cast of 1-35 on US. 79, adjacent to Old Settler's Park. This
beautiful, multi-purpose facility is available for group meetings, concerts and
other gatherings, For schedule and ticket information, call 512/255-BALL. or visit
www.roundrockexpress.com,

SAN MARCOS

Pop. 41,602 Alt. 581
GENERAL —In 1851, William Lindsey. Gen. Edward Burleson and ER T,
Merriman bought the Juan Vermendi tract of land along the river and laid out
the townsite. Legend says Franciscan monks paddling up the Guadalupe River
discovered a clear river with large springs at its source and named the river San
Marcos because the discovery was made on St. Mark’s day. Gen. Burleson fol-
lowed a bill through the legislature establishing Hays County in 1848 and San
Marcos was designated county seat. The town was also a resting point in a three-
day stagecoach trip from Austin to San Antonio. San Marcos has evolved from a
gristmill, sawmill, and cotton farming town into a modern city.

The clear, cold San Marcos River rises from mammaoth springs within town;
noted for profusion of both plant and animal aquatic life, river is ranked among
world's most fertile. White-tailed deer are numerous in Hill Country and lishing
is enjoved vear-round in the San Marcos and nearby Blanco Rivers.

The city is home to San Marcos Baptist Academy and the alma mater ol
Lyndon B. Johnson, Texas State Univ.-8an Marcos, whose campus commands an
impressive view of city,

The historic downtown, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, fea-

tures a guaint marketplace with art, gift shops and unique restaurants, In years
past, these shops and restaurants on the square were grocery and clothing stares,
doctors offices and bank buildings. Also in the center of town is the restored
Hays County Courthousc, and the Hays Counly Veterans Memorial is located on
the corners of Hopkins St. and Riverside Dr.

Bed and breakfast accommodations offered in historic district.

The 1867 Charles 8. Cock House is featured annually in the Tour of Homes

~ MapQ-16
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Water Recreation in San Marcos

Event the firsl weekend in May. However, lunch is served in the collage kitchen on
Fri. [1 am. - | pm. throughout the year. At CM. Allen Parkway and E. Hopkins St.
Shoppers find bargains on name hrand labels daily al Prime Outlets and
Tanger Outlet Center south on T-33 at Center Point Rd. at exit 200. [t's home to

the largest factory outlet complex in the state.

AQUARENA CENTER —Take the [amous glass-bottom hoat tide, one of
the most popular ways to view the bubbling springs and the Natural Aquarium
of Texas. This ride introduces visitors Lo 4n cxcavation site from which artifacts
dating as far back as 12,000 years have been recovered. The Endangered Species
Exhibit gives visitors an up close look al the unique species that live only in the
San Marcos River, The new “Wellands Walkway” exhibit, located just outside the
park along the banks of the San Marcos River offers a great place for bird
walching. With the entertainment venue of the park [ocusing on nature, Aqua-
rena is becoming & new highlight for nature tourism. Open year-round. No
admission [ee Lo the center, but there is a fee for the boat nide. $12/245-7570.
www.aquarena.txstate.cdu,

BELVIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT—0One of two historic districts
in the city; the other is the Downlown Historic District. Superb examples ol
19th-century homes along streel shaded by huge live oaks. Well worth a drive or
stroll (only a few blocks) in southwest San Marcos. All are private residences not
open to public except during Tour of Homes, first weekend in May,
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE CENTRAL TEXAS WING—
Located in the only remuining 1943 vintage wooden hangar al the San Marcos
Municipal Airport. The Centex Wing houses 12 airworthy vintage military air-
crafl, including a rare P-39 Airacobra and a P-40) Warhawk. A Japanese “Kate”
torpedo bomber replica, built for the movie “Tora, Tora, Tora™ is also on display
along with other privately-owned vintage aircraft. There is also a museum with a
display dedicated 1o the Doolitile Raiders, including a B-235 Mitchell bomber
similar to the one flown on the Tokyo raid. At the airport, follow the Perimeter
Road alang the fence to the Cenlex hangar, Open Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. -
4 p.m. Admission fee. 512/396-1943.

LAKE —Canyon. See LAKES listing,

PARKLANDS —31 city parks, of which 21 arc developed, on 792 acres dot the
city. Children’s Park, also known as Playscape, is a six-nere community built
wooden plavground located along the river,

SAN MARCOS’ LIVING HISTORY TROLLEY TOUR—View the
town through the eyes ol Gen. and Mrs. Edward Burleson, early founders of San
Mareos, as they recall the history and beauty of the city, The guided tour passes
by old mansions on tree-lined streets. the histaric courthouse square, the San
Marcus River, and Aquarena Center. Tours begin at 2 p.m. the first Sat. of the
month at the Tanger Outlet Center Visitor's Center. For information and reser-
vations, call 512/396-3739. Admission fee.

SAN MARCOS RIVER WALKWAY — Unites [ive city parks along the
picturesque river, accented by lush landscaping, Access [rom Juun Veramendi
Plaza, C.M. Allen Pkwy. at Hopkins St.
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SCENIC DRIVES—R.R. 12 northwest to junction with R.R. 32, the winding
ridge route called the “Devil’'s Backbone,” offers exceptional views of Hill
Country scenery. Also a great place for wildflower viewing in Mar, and Apr.
VISITOR CENTER—For additional information on San Marcos events,
accommodations, and attractions, stop by the Convention and Visitors Bureau
visitor cenler on [-35, exit 205 if traveling northbound or exit 204B if traveling
soulhibound. or give them a call at 512/393-3930 or 888/200-3620. The center is
open Mon. - Sat. 9 am. - 5 pm., Sun. 10 a.m, - 4 p.m.

WATER RECREATION - Scuba, snorkel, fish, kayak. or tube the crystal
clear San Marcos River. The water is 72 degrees vear round. Lions Club

Tube Rental and River Taxi operates on weekends in the spring and daily
Memorial Day to Labor Day in San Marcos City Park. For information, call
512/396-3466.

WITTLIFF GALLERY OF SOUTHWESTERN & MEXICAN
PHOTOGRAPHY AND SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS
COLLECTION—On the campus of Texas State University-San Marcos,
gallery is a creative center and archives devoted to the photographic cultures of
Southwestern U.S. and Mexico; Collection [eatures pupers and artifacts of promi-
nent writers, filmmakers, and musicians of the Southwest, Both feature continuous
and traveling exhibits. Open daily. No admission fee. Albert B. Alkek Library, 7th
floor, 512/243-2313, www.librarv.swi.edu/swwe,

WONDER WORLD—Only carthquake-formed cave in the nation open to
the public and offers a nature tourism experience focused on Texas™ gealogy and
history. Unlike water-formed caves, this cave is not harmed by touch or light and
visitors are encouraged to take photos and Louch he cave. Highlight of tour is
visit to dark room where minerals imbedded in the cave glow in various colors
reflecting the properties of the rocks. The Tejas Observation Tower gives an aerial
view of the Balcones fault line and the city of San Marcos, located on the edge of
the Texas Hill Country. Also wildlife petling area, truin ride, anti-gravity house,
and gift shop. Open year-round 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., but call ahead to ensure park
hours haven'’t changed. Exit number 202 off 1-35 to Wonder World Dr. For infor-
mation, call 512/392-3760. II you can’t wait to visit the park. catch a preview on
the Internet at www.wonderworldpark.com. Admission fee.

SAN SABA
o b ——

GENERAL —Settled 1854 and named lor scenic river on which it is located.
Seal of San Saba County: agricultural area producing wool, mohair, cattle, hors-
es, hogs and poultry. City is also widely known for its pecan crops, which arc
shipped worldwide. San Saba and Colorado Rivers are popular with campers and
anglers. During autumn-winter seasons, hunters take white-tailed deer, wild
turkey, squirrel. and native game hirds.

Information on events, accommodations, and restaurants may be obtained
from the chamber of commerce by calling 325/372-5141,

COLORADO BEND STATE PARK—Scenic settings along banks of
Colorado River. Primitive camping, chemical toilets, hiking trails, and picnick-
ing facilities. Fantastic fishing in river with fish cleaning site, (Vanishing Texas
River Cruise offers trips up the Colorado River on Lake Buchanan.

See BURNET.)

Gorman Falls, within the park, is by tour only. Participants caravan [rom park
headquarters to the Gorman arca and hike over beautiful terrain to the lalls. The
hike is a one-and-u-hull mile round-trip. Substantial footwear with rubber soles
is recommended. No pets allowed on tour. Also, no rest rooms or drinking waler
available in this part of the park. Tours to the falls are at 10 &.m. and 2 p.m. on
Sat.,and 10 a.m. Sun, year-round, weather permitting, Tour fee,

Take ULS. 190 east to EM. 580 13 miles Lo Bend. Follow signs to park entrance,
Call 512/389-8900 for camping rescrvations. For information, 325/628-3241),
PARKS —Mill Pond Park includes a small spring-fed lake. waterfalls, swimming
pool, and picnic sites. More than five-million gallons of water flow up through
the rocks underneath the lake dailv. Other facilities include baseball Gelds, pavil-
ion, (ennis courts, and plaveround equipment. Hookups [or recreational vehicles
are also available. Park is five hlocks east of the courthouse.,

Risien Park is bordered on one side by the San Saba River and offers picnic
facilities, playground equipment, pavilion, vollevball courts, and an amphitheater,
all beneath large, shady pecan (rees. On east edge of city on US. 190,

SAN SABA COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM —ltems from ranch.
farm, and Western life. Household relics and period clothing, Housed in two 100)-
year-old log cabins. Open Apr. - Sept. Sun. 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. In Mill Pond Park. five
blocks cast ol courthouse.




SONORA P

Pop.2924  Alt.2120 Map O-12

GENERAL—On western slope of the Edwards Plateau. began as trading post
on Old San Antonio-El Paso Road with Anglo-American settlement beginning
aboul 1890; was connected by stage to San Angelo until 1915, and Western her-
itage is rellected still. The Sutton County seat is a leading wool and mohair cen-
ter. Hunters take deer and turkey during season.

Located where I-10 and U.S. 277 intersect. city is easily accessible. Information
on events, attractions, accommodations and eateries can be obtained by calling the
Sonora Chamber of Commerce at 323/387-2880 or visit www.sonorats-chamber.com.
CAVERNS OF SONORA —Fantastic caverns are called unbelievable by
cave authorities, Formations called “impossible” grow in delicate crystal beauty
and amazing profusion on ceilings, walls, and floors. A past president of the
National Speleological Society said, “This is the most indescribably beautiful cav-
ern in Lhe world. Its beauty cannot be exaggerated, even by Texans!” Guided
cave Lours regularly each hall hour cover about 1.5 miles under ground. (Rest
stops provided, bul lours are strenuous —equivalent to climbing several hundred
steps.) West of Sonora about 8 miles, exit I-10 on Caverns of Sonora Road
(R.M. 1989); drive south about 7 miles. Camping area with hookups available.
Admission fee. For more information, call 325/387-3105 or 323/387-6507.
www.cavernsofsonora.com.

EATON HILL WILDLIFE SANCTUARY —Nature park offering more
than three miles of hiking trails and showcases diverse and abundant array of
plant and wildlife reflected in the combined regions of the Texas Hill Country
and the Chihuahuan Desert, Numerous points of inferest include replicas of
Native American culture, birding stations, interesting fossil formations, and a
plimpse at Sonora’s wilder history history along the Outlaw Trail. Great spot for
a picnic, birding, geocaching, and to view Texas wildflowers and burterflies. For
more information call 325/387-2615, or contact the Sonora Chamber of
Commerce at 325/387-2880. No admission fee.

PARKS —Sutton County Park & Arena Complex includes the Sutton County
Civic Center, plaveround, equestrian arena, softhall and haseball fields, and it is
the location for many annual city-sponsored events. Allison Park is located along
the Llano River, and rustic camping is available,

VETERANS OF ALL WARS & RANCH WOMEN EXHIBIT—
Located in the Historic Old Mercantile Building, this veterans’ exhibit focuses on
loval military personnel past and present. Pictures, military equipment, letters, uni-
forms and more lets visitors experience patriotism first-hand. The Ranch Women
Exhibit features photos, clothing and hislories of the women living and working
on ranches in Sutton and surrounding countics. Open Mon. - Fri. 10 am. - 5 pm.
At 232 NE Main St., across from the Sutton County Courthouse. No admission
fee. 352/387-2248.

WALKING TOUR—The Sonora Walking Tour offers 18 poinls of inlerest,
and begins in front of the recently renovated Sutton County Courthouse, which
was awarded “Texas Best Restoration” by the Texas Downtown Association in
2002. The self-guided tour includes many historical sites, pioneer family markers,
and more. To pick up & walking Lour brochure or for information, call the Friends
of Historic Sonora at 325/387-2248 or visil www.[mendsolsonora.com, or call the
Sonora Chamber of Commerce at 325/387-2880 or visit
www.sonoratx-chamber.com.

STONEWALL == ===
Pop. 469 Alt. 1,512 Map P-15

GENERAL - The Central Texas village on ULS. 290 west of Austin was estab-
lished 1870, and named [or Confederate Gen. Stonewall Jackson. Famed for deli-
cious Gillespic County peaches, and location of LBJ Ranch, home of the late
President Lyndon B. Johnson,

BECKER VINEYARDS - Reproduction of a 19th-century German stone
barn houses the winery and Lasting room. There are 46 acres of grapevines in
production, including French Bordeaux, Rhone and Burgundian varieties.
Grapes are harvested in July, The tasting room and gift shop features an antique
har originally from the Green Tree Saloon in San Antonio. Three acres of laven-
der field blooms in May/June. Open Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - § p.m., Fri. - Sat.

10 a.m. -6 p.m., Sun. noon - 6 p.m. Group lours available by appointment,

On Jenschke Lane, about a mile off U.S. 290 wesl of town, 830/644-2681.
www.heckervineyards.com.

GRAPE CREEK VINEYARD —Features antique roses, gill shop, tasting
room and only fully underground wine cellar in Texas. Tours and tusting Tues, -

________________________ . HILL counTRYLA

Caverns of Sonora

Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; group tours welcome with advance notice. On scenic South
Grape Creek, 4 mi, west of Stonewall on U.S. 290; 830/644-2710).

LYNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK—The
LBJ Ranch resls along the banks of the Pedernales River where Herelord cattle,
white-tailed deer, and turkey abound. In the spring and summer, wildlowers, so
beloved by the former first lady, accent the picturesque countryside. Access Lo
the ranch is by bus tours, operated daily, excepl Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
New Year's days 10 am. - 4 p.m.; tour admission fee. The tour begins at the LBJ
State Park Visitor Center and includes the reconstructed Johnson birthplace, the
family cemetery and final resting place of the President, ranch show bamn areas,
the one-room Junetion schoolhouse, the Texas White House, and a drive across
the 600-acre ranch, Park Road 49, which leads (o those sites, is open (o all vehi-
cles only from 5 p.m, until dark, Operated by National Park Service as part of
National Historic Park that includes Johnson Boyhood Home (see JOHNSON
CITY). Access from U.S. 290 or Ranch Road One. For information, write to

PO Box 329, Johnson City, TX 78636, or call 830/868-7128, ext. 231 or 244
LYNDON B. JOHNSON STATE PARK AND HISTORIC SITE—
T10-acre park (day use only) is boarding point for NPS tours. Visitor center open
daily 8 am. - 3 pan, presents inlerpretive exhibits of storied Texas Hill Country.
Picnic facilitics, swimming pool. lennis courts, and nature trail. Wildlife displays
include Texas Longhorns. whitc-lailed deer, and bullalo. Historic buildings
include two restored dog-run cabins of area pioneers. [urnished in frontier style,
and the Sauer-Beckmann Farmstead (open daily 8 a.m. - 4:30 pm.) where rural
life of the early 1900s is interpreted by living history demonstrations, Open daily.
LS. 290 just cast of Stonewall. 800/792-1112.

TAYLOR

Pop. 13,575 Alt. 583 Map O-17
GENERAL—Originally named Taylorsville in 1876 (o honor Edward M,
Tavlor, an official of the Houston Belt & Terminal Railroad. Rich black soil
made cattle and cotton king. A fire in 1879 burned the mosily [rame structures in
a flourishing downtown. Buildings were quickly rebuill with brick and mortar,
and they are still part of today’s architecturally significant downtown. Today.
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Sabinal Canyon Museum in Utopia

Tavlor is a city with a thriving Temple College Nursing program and a communi-
ty-owned hospital,

Annual festivals include Taylor International BBQ Cook-Off in Aug,, Taylor
Bloomin® Festival in Apr., Lights of the Blackland Tour in Dec., and Tavlor
Rodeo in July.

For additional information on accommodations. dining, and area events,
give the Taylor Chamber of Commerce a call at 312/365-8483 or visit
www.ahouttaylortx.org,

LAKE — Granger. See LAKES listing,

PARKS —Murphy Park is one of the largest city-owned parks in Williamson
County, features aquatic center, covered pavilion, and abundant pecan trees. New
138-acre East Williamson County Park boasts 3.000-seat rodeo arena. A trail
provides a link to visitors allowing access to parks.

MOODY MUSEUM —Housed in restored birthplace of Texas’ youngest
sovernor. Dan Moody. Built in 1887, the Victorian house contains many original
turnishings donated by the Moody family. Open Sun. 3 - 5 p.m. 114 W. Ninth St.

utoela .= . |
Pop. 241 Alt. 1,200 Map R-13

GENERAL—This small Hill Country community was settled in the early 1850k
in northeast Uvalde County. It is on the crystal clear waters of the Sabinal River
among tugeed canyons shaded by Bald ("yprecs live oak, and pecan trees 12
miles south of Lost Maples State Natural Area. The communil}-‘ offers a wide
range of outdoor activities including swimming, tubing, horseback riding, hunt-
ing, hiking, cycling, and birding.

[or additional information on events, accommodations, and dining facilities,
call the Texas Hill Country River Region at B00/210-0380 or visit www.therr.com,
SABINAL CANYON MUSEUM —This museum exhibits pioneer [arm
implements and household items, Indian artifacts, geological exhibits, including
fossils and minerals from the Sabinal River Canvon. There is also a World War 1T
exhibit. Open Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 pm.. Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. Call 830/966-3747.

SCENIC DRIVE—Rolling hills spilling inlo sccluded vallevs make this area
popular. Explore the Sabinal River Canyon along R.R. 187, EM. 1050, and
‘lexas 337.

UVALDE .

Pop. 16,729 Alt. 913

GENERAL —First settled 1853, and in 1835-36 known as Encina. Once domain
of notorious frontier sheriff and outlaw, J, King Fisher, Historical marker on
graves of Fisher and early settlers in Pioneer Cemelery, 300 block N. Park St.
Today a retail center for extensive catlle, sheep und goat ranching, and truck
tarming. Industries include vegetable packing and processing, aircraft modifica-
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tions, and garment making. City is at intersection of nation’s iwo longest high-
ways, US. 90 and U.S. 83. Home of Southwest Texas Junior College and Sul Ross
State Univ., Rio Grande College.

For more information on accummodations, attractions, shopping and dining
opportunities, stop by the Uvalde Convention & Visitors Bureau's Visitor Center
on 300 E. Main, call 300/3-UVALDE or visit www.visituvalde.com.

AVIATION MUSEUM AT GARNER FIELD —Showcases a variety of
aircralt including a Liaison-4, a Fairchild P'I-19 WWII Trainer restoration proj-
cel, a 1945 Piper L-4 Grasshopper, Douglas B-26 restoration project, and a Burl
Rutan Vari-Viggan. Other exhibits include collection WWII memorabilia in dis-
play room and in hangar, Hangar was built in 1943 at Garner Field, a US. Army
Primary Training Base from 1941-45. Usually open Wed. - Fri. Al Hangar No. 1
at Garner Field Airport. Donations accepted.

BRISCOE ART & ANTIQUE COLLECTION —Extensive collection of
art and antiques owned by former Governor Dolph Briscoe and displayed in the
First State Bank. Highlishted masterpieces include original works by Rembrandt
and Gainsborough, as well as American Weslern artists Remington and Warren,
and western oils, bronzes, and beauliful landscapes by more contemporary
artists, Tours available Mon, - Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Closed most holidays, 200 Fast
Nopal. 8t For information, call 830/278-6231.

FORT INGE —Built s 4 U.S. Calvary post in 1849 and listed in the Nalional
Register of Historic Sites in Texas, this county park features hiking (rails, camp-
ing and picnic tables. Located along scenic Leona River. al basc of what once
was an active voleano millions of years ago. 1.5 miles south of city on FM. 140,
GARNER MEMORIAL MUSEUM — Former home ol John “Cactus Jack”
Garner, vice president under Franklin I, Roosevell, Miscellancous historical
material and special displavs associated with Garner and area history. Open
Mon. - Sat. 9 am. - noon, 1 - 5 p.m. (Open Sun. Jun. - mid-Aug. 1 - 3 p.m.) Closed
holidays. 333 N, Park St. Free admission,

GARNER STATE PARK—North 31 miles via U.S. 83. See CONCAN,
JANEY SLAUGHTER BRISCOE OPERA HOUSE —Restored and
refurbished, the Grand Opera House (circa 1891) was once center of cultural acti-
vity in southwest Texas. Today’s performances given in original lurn-ol-the-cenlury
setting. Tours available during box office hours, open Mon, - Fii, Y a.m. - noon, 1 -
5 pm. 104 West North. St. For information, call 830/278-4184, Admission fec,
NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY —One ol the “lop producing warm-water
[ederal hatcherics in the nation™ offers refuge to endangered fish species, Areais
also popular for bird watching, hiking, and picnics. Located one mile south on FM, 481,
PARKS — Jurdin de los Herpes Park,*Garden of the Heroes,” honors Vietnam
velerans and [catures playground equipment, walking trail, picnic facilities and
covered pavilion. At 801 West Main St.

Uvalde Memorial Park & Recreational Complex is on the banks of the Leona
River. Features include lighted basketball and volleyball courts, picnic tables,
playground equipment, covered pavilion, and walking trails. At 337 East Main St.
SCENIC DRIVE—US. 83 north through Concan, past Garner State Park to
Leakey, then west on EM. 337 and south on Texas 55; or al Leukey, cust on EM. 337
to Yanderpool (near Lost Maples Natural Arca), and south on EM. 187 to Sabinal;
some of the most spectacular scenery in Texas Hill Country, Take your camera.

VANDERPOOL

Pop. 20 (est.) Alt. 1,610

GENERAL—Town received its name (from early settler 1B, Vanderpoaol)
when a post office was pranted in 1885. On the Sabinal River in the exceptional-
ly scenic Hill Country of western Bandera County, Largely utilized lor sheep,
goat and cattle ranching, area is a favorite of deer hunters during scason, and
vear-round gateway 1o popular Lost Maples Slate Natural Arca.
LONE STAR MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM —Located in the heart of the
Texas Hill Country, and leatures collection of motoreyeles dating from the 19108
m the 1980s. Located [our miles north of Vanderpool on EM. 187. Open Fri. |

p.m., Sat. - Sun. 10 am. - 5 p.m., and weekdays by appointment. For more infor-
ma[it)n. call B30/966-6103 or visil www.loncstarmotoreyclemuseum.com.
Admission fee.
LOST MAPLES STATE NATURAL AREA —Whilc they aren't really
“lost.” the bigtooth maples [or which the park is named are very selective in
their habitat. Widely scattered over several western states and northern Merxico.
this maple thrives only in small. protecled pockets in mountainous regions where
temperature and humidity are moderate, where moisture is retained, and solar
radiation is minimal. Because of their shallow roots, the trees are susceptible fo
damage by so1l compaction and visitors are cautioned to stay on prescribed paths




to ensure continued vigor of the maple stands, Fall color is usually at its peak in
early Nov. (Note: Usnally crowded in autumn when fall foliage at peak; it’s recom-
mended to see scenery during weekduys, Reservations needed this time of year for
overnight stays, Also, noture sometimey plays tricks and autumn colors don’t
alwavs attain wswal brilliance. For information, call 830/966-3413.) For reserva-
lions, call 512/389-8900.

Other vegetation in the scenic Hill Country park includes more than
90 plant families with some 350 species recorded. Bird lile is also abundant,
including Lhe rare golden-cheeked warbler. Of muny mammal species in the
park, native while-lailed deer are most numerous,

Park facilitics include campsites with water and electricity, picnic areas, Test
rooms, showers, and primilive camp areas reached by almost 11 miles of hiking
and backpacking trails,

SCENIC DRIVES—While the Hill Country is laced with seenic drives, the
east-and-west Toute of EM. 337 is unguestionably among the most spectacular—
massive wooded steeps enfolding tiny, secluded valleys—beautiful! Remember to
take your camera.

FM. 187 north of Vanderpool climbs to the surface ol the Edwards Plateau

2,300 fi.) as 1L joins Texas 39, Sinkholes, porous basins that [eed rainwater into
the deep Edwards Aquifer, abunduntly dot the Hill Country,

Pop. 400 (est.) Alt. 1,231 "~ Map FF-11

GENERAL—Volente is an unincorporated community in northwestern Travis
County on Lake Travis. A post office was established in 1886, but later moved 1o
Cedar Park in Williamson County. The area was partially submerged by Lake
Travis in the 1930s and residents had Lo relocate to higher ground. For additional
information, visit www.volente.org,

ANDERSON MILL MUSEUM —The small museum contains memorabilia
on area history and the mill Thomas Anderson built in the early 1860s. Tours
offered the fourth Sun. of the month from 2 - § p.m. Mar, - Oct., weather permit-
ting. At 13974 EM. 2769 (Volenle Rd.).

LAKE —Travis. Sec LAKES listing,

VOLENTE BEACH —This [ive-acre water park in the hills of Lake Travis
offers facilities for swimming, sandy beaches, three volleyball areas, two 40-foot
water slides, a children’s swimming playground, and a basketball court. Also.
there is a restaurant and marina. Open dailv Apr. - Labor Day 10 am. - 10 p.m.
Waler activities closed Nov. - Feb. At 16107 EM. 2769, For information, call
512/258-5109. Admission fee,

Pop. 5,000 Al 967  Map Q-16
GENERAL - Fstahlished 1848, the picturcsque village today is a resort and re-
tirement area on R M. 12 north of San Marcos. Visilors are entranced by cool, shady
pools heneath towering cypress trees, frothy cascades on Blanco River and sparkling
Cypress Creek, green meadows and majestic hills; abundant white-tailed deer.

Devil’'s Backbone scenic drive near Wimberley

| GRIFFIS SMITHTADAT
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Volente Beach Waterpark

Recreational communities, bed and breakfasts. vacation resorts and youth
camps dot area, Climbing, hiking, swimming, golf, tennis, arts and crafts, and
camping are popular activities. Many artists and authors make their homes here.
Market Davs, second largest in Texas, are held the first Saturday of the month
April through December, Includes arts and crafts, and a flea market with more
than 430 booths on display, sponsored by the Lions Club, At Lions Field on
RR.2325.

ARTS AND CRAFTS GALLERIES—Hill Country scenes captured in
oils, handicrafts, hobbies and souvenirs, all available in several quaint shops and
studios clustered on and around Wimberley's “town square™ at a casual joining
ol several roads,

BELLA VISTA RANCH—Designed after typical ltalian family farm,

home to more than 800 olive trees and a commercial olive oil facility. Also offers
“pick your own berries” in the spring, as well as seasonal produce, and tastings
of Bella Vista Cellars wines, made from various fruils grown on ranch, Open
Thurs, - Mon, 10 &.m. - 3 p.m. At 3101 Mount Sharp Rd. 512/847-6514,
www.bvranch.com

BLUE HOLE—The popular cypress-lined water hole is fed by Cypress Creek.
1 provides a place for camping, swimming and picknicking. Open daily. Take
C.R. 173 east one-half mile; take a left onto Blue Hole Road. Open weeeknds
Apr, - Sept. Admission fee, §5 parking fee. For information, call 512/847-9217.
CENTRAL TEXAS BONSAI EXHIBIT—More Lhan 160 species of trees
and more than 1,000 containers of specimen trees in collection of Bonsai styles.
Many feature the traditional trees (maples, elms, pines); however, majority

ol ¢xhibil focuses on native trees to Central and South Texas. Located in

Jade Gardens at 12404 R R. 12 south of town, 512/847-2514, or visit
www,wimberley-1x.com/~bonsaijg,

DEVIL'S BACKBONE —One of Texas’ most scenic drives, officially

R.M. 32, the “Devil’s Backbone™ is a winding, razor-backed ridge overlooking
Hill Country vistas. Extends [rom R.R. 12 just south of Wimberley, west some

24 miles to near Blanco.

LAKE —Canyon. See LAKES listing.

VISITOR CENTER—For additional information on accommodations, attrac-
tions, or dining opportunities, stop by the Chamber of Commerce visilor's center
on R.R. 12 north of the square, or call 512:847-2201. Open Mon. - Sat. 9 am. -

4 pm., Sun. 1 -4 p.m. Visit wwwwimberley.org.

WIMBERLEY GLASS WORKS—Local artists provide [ree glasshlowing
demanstrations complete with information on the history of glass. For sale in the
gallery are signed pieces of colorful glasswork — paperweights, tumblers, vases,
goblets, and more. Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 pm., Sun. noon - 5 p.m.; closed
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, New Year's Day, and Faster: tour buses welcomed
by appointment. Seven miles south of Wimberley's Village Square at 6469

R.R. 12. For information, call 800/929-66%0,
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Clockwise from top: Scenic view outside Benjamin; rodeo in Dalhatt;
San Angelo Museum of Art




HE STARS AT NIGHT, are big and bright..

Plains. With its wide-open spaces and rolling plains, this region boasts some

of the clearest and brightest star-filled evening skies you'll find anywhere in

the Lone Star State.

However, thal's just the beginning of the many glorious wonders you'll
find here. There is rugged heauty all around vou, from the vast expanscs of
fertile farmland to the water-carved canyons, Scenic lakes are plentiful, oo,

This region’s northern edge begins at the Texas-Oklahoma border and
stretehes south 1o San Angelo, Trave] west and vou can step over into New
Mexico, while Wichita Falls and Brownwood are anchor cilies along Lhe
gastern rim.

The northern part of the region is dominated by Amarillo and its spectac-
ular sights. Visitors hoping to find some nostalgia can find a piece of
Americana along Route 66. Just 10 the south lies one ol the stale’s most beau-
titul natural attractions, Palo Dure Canyon State Park in Canyon. One of the
largest stute parks in Texas, it leatures more than 18,000 acres of majestic

scenery, including walls that plunge nearly 1,000 feet to the canyon floor.

.That's the first line to a

famous song about Texas, and it's especially true about the Panhandle

Head further south
and vou'll find Lubbock,
which boasts many at-
tractions of its own.
Buddy [olly, native son
and rock-and-toll pio-
neer. is honored with the
Buddy Holly Center,
while the city pays trib-

ule Lo its settlers at the

The American Wind Power Center in Lubbock

American Wind Power
Museum, The Silent Wings Museum details the history of the World War 11
military glider program, and wine connoisseurs can visit the city’s three winer-

ics and sample some of the stale’s besl vinlage,

2 I'duféa.lwﬁw

R

Den\-ércity'
'{ A Sean aves

Lamesa
N"?ll‘l”llﬂﬁ:’m‘“ -v\"”
‘ Sy
EI'I.
hthns "“'L“‘ g _‘g
ur..l_\mf it o Baird®
by rads Gity . ELfElUu:]f i T
suulz ek
z 1?7'@) ka-t- @:3 )

. .‘f.l| ars '\. &
i | “4Coleman

‘r—xQSa I|r|q=r e S

© FANHANDLE
“PLAINS -

.
\_..edackshclm -

Ta the southeast lies Abilene, definitely a must-see city. The

i Abilene Zoo is one of the five largest zoos in Texas, and nearby
Abilene Stale Park [eatures 621 acres of pecan tree-shaded beauly
that was once a popular campground for Comanche Tndians. A
picee of Texas history can be found al Forl Phantom Hill, and
Frontier Texas! gives visitors an opportunity to experience life as
an early settler on the Texas plains in this spectacular multi-million
dollar interactive attraction. Buffalo Gap, just a few miles south of
Abilene, consists of 13 structures that detail life on the Texas fron-
tier from the late 1880s to the early 1920s.

You'll also find attractions in the dozens of smuller communi-
ties that dominate this region, Towns like Eden. Stamford, Tuscola,
Albany, Cross Plains, Sweetwater., Post, Hale Center, Plainview, and
many more offer adventures that capture the imagination, feed the
soul and entertain voung and old alike

Bul, this information jusl scratches the surface of all of the
opportunities for fun you'll find in this region, Please read through
each city's listing in the following pages and learn about the jour-
neys that await you. So saddle up, pardner, and ride into the won-

der of the Panhandle Plains region!
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Ruins of Fort Phantom Hill near Abilene

ABILENE
Pop. 115,930 Alt. 1,738 Map K-13/NN-7
GENERAL—Established by cattlemen as stock shipping point on Texas and
Pacific Railroad in 1881, named for Abilene, Kansas. The city later became major
cattle producing area with diversified farming. In recent years, oil has added
oreat impetus to the city’s economy. When the city celebrated its centennial in
1931, the city set up a demonstration oil-drilling rig on the county fairgrounds just
to illustrate the techniques of “making hole.” By pure accident, it struck oil, not
much, but enough for modest, profitable production, Cultural aspects influenced
by Abilene Christian Univ., Hardin-Simmons Univ.. and MeMurry Univ, branch-
es of Cisco Junior College and ‘Texas State Technical College: community theater
and a philharmonic association and fine arts mussum.

Abilene is home to the Forts Trail Regional Office at 1023 N 1(ith, and the
National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature at North 1st and Cedar sts,
This one of a kind children’s museum offers the best works of today’s premier
children’s authors and llustrators. and it 1s home to the permanent collection of
works by William Joyee,

The West Texas Fair, 10 days in mid-Sept., features exhibits and amusements
reflecting early days of Abilene, plus modern attractions of West Texas.

The Western Heritage Classic in early May features ranch rodeo. campfire
cook-off, sheep dog trials, farrier competition, Cowboy Poet’s Society, Western
art show, and many other activities recalling early Western heritage.

The second weekend in April features Celebrate Abilene, an outdoor festival
held in the historic downtown area bringing the arts, history, railroad, and family
entertainment into one fun-filled testival for the entire community,

Abilene lies on LS. 84, a segment of the Ports-to-Plains Highway connecting
the state’s heartland to coastal ports, as well as on US. 83,277 and 1-20.
ABILENE STATE PARK —621-acre park near Lake Ahilene: camping, trail-
er facilities. picnicking, shelters, swimming pool, rest rooms and showers, hiking
and fishing, Large grove of some 4,000 native pecan trees, now 4 favorite picnic
area, was once a popular camperound for Comanche Indians. About 15 miles
southwest on FEM. 89, Admission fee, 800/792-1112.

ABILENE ZOO —One of five largest in state; animals displaved in modern
areas simulating natural habitat,

Discovery Center is a “zoo within a zoo,” housing comparative habitat dis-
plays of invertebrates, fish, reptiles, birds, and small mammals [rom the
Southwestern U.S. and Alrica.

The zoo is in Nelson Park, about 3 miles cast of city on Texas 36 across
from West Texas Fairgrounds. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Thurs, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.)
Memarial Day throngh Labar Day: Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 pm. Labor Day to
Memarial Day. Closed Thanksgiving. Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.
Admission fee. www.ahilenetx.com/zoo/index.htm.

BUFFALO GAP—See BUFFALO GAP
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CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS —The downtown gallery
showcases contemparary art, sculpture and photography in its three galleries,
Exhibits by local, regional and national artists change monthly. The center also
houses working artists studios. Open ‘Lues. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. At 220 Cvpress.
DYESS AIR FORCE BASE—Ilome of Air Combat Command’s historic
Tth Wing, Currently flies B-1B Lancers and C-130H Hercules. The base’s Linear
Air Park contains 30 aircraft from World War II to the present. Aircraft dis-
plaved along Arnold Blvd., main base thoroughfare, Open during daylight hours,
Visitors must stop at main entrance {or a lemporary pass. (Nole: Base may be
closed temporarily during oceasional military exercises.) For extensive base tours

325/696-2863. Loop 312 south of Business Loop 1-20/T.S. 84.

FORT PHANTOM HILL—Established 1851 to protect frontier from
Indians, the post suffered a series of hardships; was abandoned in 1834,
Historians sav desertions were frequent due to monotony and loneliness, The
fort burned shortly after abandonment; chimneys and foundations are principal
remainders along with the stone commissary, guardhouse, and powder magazine.
Site olfers interprelive signs. 10 miles north via M. 600,

FRONTIER TEXAS!—TITicndly travel counselors and travel information
kiosks are ready 1o assist in your discovery of Abilene, the Texas Forts Trail, and
the B3-county “Texas Frontier” region. In addition, see the bip picture of the
lrontier of Texas between 1780 and 1880 as it comes to life, all found in this new
[acility in downtown Abilene, This multi-million dollar attraction includes:

Welcome Theater— A holographic introduction to “Spirit Guide™ historical
ligures— Indians, fronticr women and children, butfalo hunters, soldiers and set-
Hers—all icons for stories that follow.

Spirit Gaflery—Dramatic media and dimensional exhibits let you experience
many different lives as soldiers. cowhoys, homemakers, buffalo hunters, lawmen.
samblers and outlaws all seek their destinies. Via the magic of technology, hear
and see stories in *first-person’ from Western legends like Doc Holliday, Cynthia
Ann Parker, and George Reynolds, a man wha lived for 15 vears with an arrow
in his stomach.

Frontier Experience Theater— A full-surround visual thrill ride through
‘lexas frontier history. Feel the terror of a prairie wolf attack, the chaos of a but-
falo stampede, the tension of & deadly shootout in the Bechive Saloon, and the
magic of fireflies litting around your head.

Admission to Froatier TEXAS! is S8 for adults, $6 for seniors and milita 1y,
$5 for kids 12 and under. The facility features an open-air pavilion and forts-
inspired parade grounds that can be rented for any size gathering. Open Mon. -
Sal. Yam. - 6 pm., Sun. 1 - 5 pm. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Dav and New
Year's Day. Located at 625 N, First SL For more information, call Frontier
TEXAS! at 325/437-2800 or the Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau at
SO727-7704, www.abilene.com/visitors,

GRACE MUSEUM —Comprised of the Fine Arts Museum, Ahilene
Historical Museum, and the Children’s Museum, all are in the historic Grace
Hotel, known as the Grace Cultural Center, Built in 1909, the Grace is listed on

Frantier TEXAS! in Abilene
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the National Register of Historic Places and portions are restored to its 1929
condition, while other parts of the building have been renovated to make it
appropriate for the museums’ use, Open Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat., 10 am. - 3 pm.;
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.. otherwise closed Sun., Mon.. and major holidays.

102 Cypress St. Admission [ee.

LAKES —Local Lake Kirby within cily offers fishing and picnic sites. For infor-
mation on Lakes Abilenc and Forl Phantom Hill, see LAKES listing.
PARAMOUNT THEATRE — An Abilene Historic Landmark. the
Paramount Theatre is on the National Register of Historic Places. Inside the
beautiful art deco building visitors will [ind slow, drilting clouds and twinkling
stars on a hlue skv. Neon and incandescent cove lighting alter the brightness and
coloring of the sky beyond the archways and bell tower with twin domed turrets,
Weekend classic films, art film series, plays and concerts presented throughout
the vear. For schedule. 325/676-9620. 352 Cypress St

PARKS —31 spacious, green parks [eaturing picnic [acilities, playground equip-
ment and swimming pools,

SHORE ART GALLERY —Traveling cxhibils and works by students and fac-
ulty displayed throughout vear. Open Mon. - Fri. 9 am. - 5 pam., Sun. | - 3 pm. Closed
May | - Aug. 31. In Don H, Morris Center on Abilene Christian Univ. campus.
12TH ARMORED DIVISION MEMORIAL MUSEUM —Muscum
dedicated 1o honoring the 12th Armored Division, which (rained in Camp
Barkeley, near Abilene, and served during World War [L The “Hellcals™ fought in
the Furopean Theatre, Germany, France, and [inally occupied Japan. When the
war ended, the division was deactivated and many of the men settled in Abilene.
Open Mon. - Sat. [0 a.m. - § pm. 1289 N. 2nd St. 325/677-6515. Admission fee.

ADRIAN === B
Pop. 159 Alt. 3,265 Map C-8

GENERAL - Town began in 1900 when the Rock Island Railroad survey
marked the site as a fulure station and shipping point. The railroad ran along the
Ozark Trail, which later became Route 66, creating an economic boom for this
tiny agricullural community for decades until 1-40 bypassed the town.

Adrian 1s the seo-mathematical midpoint of Route 66, and the town’s motto
is: “When you're here, you're hallway there,” Today, travelers visit from all over
the country to take their photo in front of the sign that reads, *1,139 miles to
Chicago - 1,139 miles to Los Angeles.” For more information about restaurants,
shopping and more, contact the Oldham County Chamber of Commerce at
B06/267-2828 ot visit www.oldhameofc.ore.

ADRIAN LIONS FARM & RANCH MUSEUM—Collection of
antique farm cquipmen! and machinery and is a tribute to the agricultural com-
munity, Exhibits include a Caterpillar combine used in the 19305, horse-drawn
equipmenl, carly fractors and a vintage windmill. Open year-round during daylight
hours, and descriptive signs allow visitors to take self-guided tour. On East Route
66 1n Adrian, For more information. call the Oldham County Chamber of
Commeree al 806/267-2828,

ALBANY
Pop. 1,921 Alt. 1,429 Map J-14

GENERAL—Scal of Shackelford County, was early supply point on Western
Trail to Dadge City; still important as ranch land; beef cattle supply 90 percent of
county’s agricultural income. Also oil producing and oil well supply center.

Old MKT depot serves as the Albany Visitor Cenler, as well as the home for
the chamber of commerce office, “Fort Griffin Fandangle” office. and the olfice
of economic development. Open weekdays: No. 2 § Main St. “Fort Grillin
Fandangle,” presented last two weekends in June by more than 200 townslolk
under the stars of the West Texas sky, Musical reenactment of the settling of
Fort Griffin—a colorful mixture of history and tall tales in song and dance.

For additional information, call 325/762-2525, or visit www.albanytexas.com
FORT GRIFFIN STATE PARK - 15 miles north of Albany. Sce
FORT GRITTIN.

GEORGIA MONUMENT - Erected in 1976 to fulfill long-standing prom-
ise to honor the Georgia Battalion that volunteered in Texas” war for independ-
ence in 1836, Most were killed in the Goliad massacre; Dr. John Shackellord, lor
whom the county is named. was spared as useful to Mexicans. Flags of the State of
Georgig, Texas Republic, and ULS. fly over the stone marker and fountain,
Plagucs detail the Georgians’ contribution to the new republic. Near chamber of
commerce at S, Main and S, First sts.

LAKE —Hubbard Creck Reservoir. See LAKES listing.
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Adrian Lions Farm & Ranch Museum

LEDBETTER PICKET HOUSE —Restored [rontier ranch structure with
rustic period furnishings. House 1s 4 dog-run cabin buill of slender upright poles
(pickets). Open daily 8 a.m. - § p.m. during “Tandangle™ production: other times
check with chamber of commerce.

THE OLD JAIL ART CENTER—Exceplional permancnl arl exhibils
include works of Giacome Manzu, John Marin, Charles Umlaul, Louise
Nevelson, Henry Moore, Amedeo Modigliani, Pablo Picasso, and examples of
Chinese art from the Han, Wei. Sut, T'ang, and Ming Dynastics. Alse research
tacilities for artists, historians, eritics, and scholars. Housed in restored county jail
(c. 1878). Open 'Tues. - Sat. 10 am. - 5 pm.; Sun. 2 - 5 p.m.: closed major holidays,
Second St. (Texas 6) one block east of courthouse.

AMARILLO

Pop. 173,627 Alt. 3,676 Map D-10/FF-17
GENERAL— Amarillo, which means “yellow” in Spanish, is the cenler of the
Texas Panhandle, located at the edpe of the Greal Plains. 10 ollers @ true Weslern
heritage, a unique geographical arca with wide open spaces and breathtaking
sunrises and sunsets. Amarillo is also gateway Lo Palo Duro Canyon, America’s
second largest canyon. With its relatively mild chimale, the city is rated as having
some of the cleanest air in the country.

Indians, conquistadors, buffalo hunters, seitlers, cowboys, adventurers, lawmen,
gunfighters, and the railroad all contributed in many ways o the development
and growth of the area. That heritage is