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* Explore the city named the No. 1 Western Town in the U.S. by
True West Magazine in 2016. From the rich history of the Natic
 Ranching Heritage Center to the awe-inspiring wonder of the

world’s largest windmill museum,atrl'pt_ Lubbock-is one they Il
ver forget. - ' i




Travelin’

On

Photos: Will Van Overbeek: courtesy Lori Moffatr

EDITOR’'S NOTE

HIS ISSUE MARKS THE 44TH
anniversary of the travel maga-

zine of Texas. It's also the last issue

for Senior Editor Lori Moffatt, who is re-
tiring after an esteemed 27 vears with the
publication. As a staff, we're going to miss
her irreplaceable knowledge of Texas’
history and culture, insightful edits and
sharp eye for details, but even more so the
passion and vitality she’s brought to these
pages and the otfice over the years. Before
her departure, I asked her (o share some
of her insights with the readers she's
served so well for more than 300 issues.

What advice would you give to peaple
traveling Texas?

LM: I think it’s smart to do your re-
search in advance and have a rough idea
of things you want to do and see. but to
allow plenty of flexibility, Ask the waiter,
the bellhop. the person behind you in
line, “What restaurant do you go to on
vour lunch hour?” “Where do you take

Outgoing Senior Editor Lori Moffatt’s
summer bucket list pick is Balmorhea
State Park; Inset: Lori with singer-
songwriter Arkey Juenke, owner of Arkey

Blue's Silver Dollar Saloon in Bandera.

your friends who come to visit?” It's so
fun, and you'll probably discover some
great spots that may be under the radar of
most travelers.

Youw're leaving behind quite a legacy.
What are you most proud of ?

LM: I'm proud to have helped peers be-
come stronger writers as they've helped
me become a belter editor, and vice versa.
T'm proud that I've helped steer Texas
Highways into the multifaceted brand it is
today. And I'm really proud to think of all
the memories we've helped readers make
with their friends, family, and loved ones.

What are your favorite spots in Tewas?

LM: Of the hundreds of pieces I've writ-
ten over the vears, certain spots stand
out for their beauty and ability to change
one’s perspective, including Galveston
and Port Aransas (for the vcean that rein-
forces how small we are), il Paso (for its
fascinating xeriscaped yvards and blend
of cultures), San Antonio (perhaps my fa-
vorite city in all of Texas for its vibrant
mix of history and modern energy), Palo
Duro Canyon (for the surprise of see-
ing its jagged. unexpected beauty in the
midst of all that flatness), the Rio Grande
Valley (for many reasons, including tor-
tillas that deserve James Beard awards
and the aroma of citrus blooms), und the
rather guiet stretch of Texas just south of
the Red River (for its gentle hills, winer-
ies. and roads less traveled). I've grown
to love a long road trip, when the lonely
miles lend themselves to introspection
and inspiration.

%mj £ ite

EMILY ROBERTS STONE, Executive Editor



Frisco, Texas, where you can cool off in the Lazy River during a RoughRiders game,
catch the action on the pitch at an FC Dallas match, honor the past at the Museum
of the American Railroad and see the home of America's Team at The Star, the
Dallas Cowboys all-new World Headquarters and practice facility. Match all of those
' exper'iences with first-class hotels, over 300 restaurants and g million+ square feet
Visitfrisco.com _ of shopping. Frisco is ready to introduce you to something that is totally unexpected.

Learn more today by visiting, VisitFrisco.com/GoFrisco
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93 Days of Summer
Celebrate the season with our ultimate
summer bucket list. Whether you want to
break a sweat, soak in local culture, or relax
in powerful air conditioning, you'll find
diversions that will satisfy and challenge.
Goat yoga, anyone?

Story by KIMY A KAVEHKAR
& JANE KELLOGG MURRAY

New Adventures in
Fredericksburg

One of the top Hill Country destinations,
Fredericksburg has transformed from a rural
getaway into a sophisticated hotspot with
lots to do and see, including tasting locally
made wine, relaxing at a luxurious spa, and
dining on modern fare.

Sty by JUNE NAYLOR
Photegraphs Iy TIPFANY ITIOTELDT

Scoop trifecta
at Blue Bell
Creamery

_FIND MORE ONLINE. Be sure to visit us at texashighways.com for mor,

Phaoto: © .. Griftis Smith
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MERGE
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DRIVE

Savvy Traveler

Artat Texas airports

Souvenir

The do-it-all store in Hunt

Stay

The Woodhbine Hotel in Madisonville
Detour

A dip and a sip in Christoval

Made in Texas
Spanish ham finds a home in Flatonia

PLATES
Cook

Try camplire cooking this scason

Travel
052 Restaurant honors Marshall’s
boogie woogie history

Eat
Southern elegance at Peggy’s on the
Green in Boerne

HIT THE ROAD

Malking the most of mysterious Marfa

TRUE TEXAS

The Lone Star Flight Muscum in Houston

EVENTS

Austin’s Hot Luck Festival
combines food and music

DAYTRIPPER

Chet Garner goes nuts for San Saba,

TRAVEL MATTERS

The Junk Gypsies. Aimee and Jolie Sikes

SIGHTSEER

Krause Springs’ swimming holes

Athens Scuba Park
@ Kenny Braun

Phoeos: @ E. Dan Klepper: Kevin SLillman: Will van Overheelk




Sunflowers in Hillsboro

If you feel inspired after reading our “93 Days of Summer”
feature (Page 44), head to texashighways.com to see our
printable Summer Bucket List checklist. To enter our contest, snap a
picture at one of the spots on our checklist (be sure to include
a handwritten sign with # True TXSummer in your photc!) and be the first
to post it to the Texas Highways Facebook page to win a True Texan hat.
All participants will receive a True Texan sticker while supplies last!
Stay tuned to our Facebook page for more details.

ONLINE EVENTS SHARE YOUR :  FOLLOWUSON
CALENDAR :  WILDFLOWER : TWITTER!
Looking for summer fun? PHOTOS : Love to keep up with the
Check out our online ! Didyoutakeagreatshot :  newson Twitter? Add
events calendar—the most  : of your family in the blue- : @texashighways to your
comprehensive listing of bonnets this year? Submit feed to see our most
goings-onin Texas. Visit  © itto our Facebook page :  recent articles, photos

texashighways.com/ . tobeconsideredforan | from around the state,
events. i online photo gallery. and more.
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We hope this issue inspires more Texans to
get outside and check out some new places!

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

OUR
FAYORITE
SOCIAL
MEDIA

OF THE
MONTH

©

I'm a high school
teacher and
Texas Highways
magazine is
always in my
classroom.
@EVERYTHING..
BETSY

G

I graduated
from Stephen

F. Austin State
University while
living in Kilgore.
This West Texas
gal was blown
away by the
beauty of East
Texas! The cam-
pus is amazing.
NORENE
BLOCKER,
PFLUGERVILLE

Bivw0

Follow uson
Fucebook, Twitier,
and Instagram

Coastal Jazz
Your Texas music festi-

rals story [March] forgot the
Texas Jazz Festival in Corpus
Christi. It began in 1959 and is
the longest running free jazz
festival in the country, held
each year in October in Heri-
tage Park amid the historic
homes and oak trees. The fes-
tival encompasses three siages
with multiple bands from all
over the U.S. and the world.
representing all genres of jazz.
Gary N. Blum. Corpus Christi

T'H: The Texas Jazz Festival
runs Oect. 19-21, 2018:
texasjazz-fest.org.

First Dates

How cool to see the Plaza
Theatre and the wondertul
city of E1 Paso (and Judrez)
in the Aprilissue. My family
moved to the Sun City in 1960
when I was 9. I don'l recall Lhe
first motion picture I saw at

the Plaza Theatre, but I do re-
member being blown away
by the elaborate Spanish mis-
sion décor and the stars twink- |
ling from the ceiling. I also re-
member being startled when
the Wurlitzer organ rose up
out of nowhere with a flourish.
In 1969 I took my future wile
on one of our first dates to the
Plaza to see (1 am embarrassed
to admit) the Fistful of Dollars
trilogy. It must have worked:

We've been happily married 44

vears and counting!
Erv Crain, Dallas

Brackenridge Birds

The migratory birds that
nest at Brackenridge Park in
San Antonio have arrived.
Located directly behind the
San Anlonio Zoo is a heaven for
birders and pholographers. The
first of the migratory birds to
arrive are the yvellow crowned
night herons. Then come the
great while egrets. snowy white
egrets, callle egrets, little blue
herons, and tricolored herons.
These nest from March until
August and usually start hav-
ing chicks about the end of May.
Once they all come in. there are
hundreds in the trees.
Alesia Gadocl, San Antonio

Remembering Round Top

Your mention of the Round
Top antiques fair |September
2017] brings memories of when
my grandfather preached in
the Lutheran church there.

This was in the carly 19408
when the men sat on the left
side of the church and the
women and children on the
right side. On occasion it was
so cold that my Grandmother
Maric would cover us with a
blanket, and my Grandfather
Robert would shorten

his sermon.

Jeanie Goodell, Silshee

Family Ties

I love the story about Wise-
man House Chocolates in Hico
[February]. When I read the
owner’s name, Kevin Wen-
zel, my first thought was. “I
wonder if he's kin to the Wen-
zels from Tamilton?” 1lam-
ilton is my hometown, and [
started experiencing the culi-
nary skills of Kevin’s dad al his
store. Dutchman’s Hidden Val-
ley Country Store. I really love
to go hack, from time to time,
to the town of my birth, Hico.
and see how il has grown.
Joyce Lee, Peoria

Down in Splendora

Y all need to chech out Coals Smokehouse, a couniry music venue
with great Texas BBQ in Splendora. Can’t get move Texan than
that. During Hurricane Harvey, they fed first responders and

-~ those in need. On stage. they've had some big names: Stoney

LaRue. Juson Boland, Uncle Lucius, Kyle Parh, and Sundance
Head. They are only a few miles outside of Houston.

CERISTINE COURSEY. Hooston

Coals Smokeheuse, 25069 FM 2090 in Splendora, opens Sun-Thu
10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. and Fri-Sat 10:30 a m_-midnight. Call 281-399-7324;
facebook.com/CoalsSmokehouse.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Send feedback and recommendations to: Terus Highwoys, P.O. Box 141000, Austin, TX, 78714-1008. Email: lettersitexashighways.com.
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SCENIC
ROUTE

Dive in

SUMMERFUN AWAITS
at Daingerfield State
Park, located a couple of
miles southeast of the
city of Daingerfield in
Northeasi Texas. The
507-acre park offers
plenty of classic sum-
mer diversions from
camping to swimming,
fishing, hiking, danc
ing, canoeing. kayak
ing, and pedal hoating.
The swimming plat-
form—placed about 140
feet from the shore of
the B0-acre lake—in-
vites jumping, diving,
and perfecting vour
cannonball. For more
information, visit
texasstateparks.org.

8 tewnshightonys.com

Fhnro: @ Kenny Braun







Halfway between Houston and Austin is a place filled with =
unexpected discoveries. In Brenham, you can two-step
into the past, enjoy the local wines, get a scoop of your " SRR
favorite ice cream flavor at Blue Bell Creameries and 2 Bre
search for hidden treasures while geocaching. Here, youll e ———
experience just about everything, except boredomn.

Washington County # Texas

Reconnect in Brenham with family,
friends and natural beauty.
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SAAVYY TRAVELER

LYING CAN BE STRESSFUL—NAYVI-
gating a cavernous airpori to squeeze
into a cramped seat and sit closely con-
fined with strangers in a long, winged
tube Lhat remains aloft for hours on end. well...
“Flving is famously not an experience we look for-
ward to.” notes Matt Evans of San Antonio Inter-
national Airport. “But wo're working to reframoe
that narrative with art.”
Across Texas, airports have turned to artwork
to talee the edge off of air travel with displays that
entertain, educate, challenge, and soothe jangled
nerves. "Art adds a hwmanizing element to the
travel experience,” says Tommy Gregory, director
and curator of the Houston Airport System’s Puhlic
Art Program. “Tt warms up a space and lets the pas-
sengers know they're not just a number on a ticket.”
As vou might expect. many of these artworks in-
terpret the travel theme. At San Antonio Interna-
tional Adrport. Suitcase Wheel, a 16-foot tall ring
made of 75 vintage Samsonite suitcases graces
the Terminal B ticketing level. Houston duo Mi-
chael Galbreth and Jack Massing—known as
the Art Guys—created Suitcase Wheel as well as

“Artadds
a humaniz-
ing element
to the travel
experience,

It warms

up a space
and lets the
passengers

know they're

not just a

number on a
ticket.”

a sculpture titled Travel Light in Terminal E of

Houston’s George Bush Intercontinental Airport.
The latter features 360 suitcases made of cast
translucent resin with colorful, electronically con-
trolled LISD lights.

In San Antonio, a dozen photographs of open suit-
cases by the late Chuck Ramirez—found along the
lower departure ramp of the parking garage—yro-
vide peeks into anonymous travelers’ personal uni-
verses. One photo, titled Granny Goesto Vegas, shows
an open suitcase overllowing with items like a scarl,
hat, and perfume bottle.

“We wanl the airport art to establish a sense of
place and manifest the culture and charm ol San
Antonio.” explains Evans. who holds the San Anto-
nio International Airport's newly created position ol
Art, Culture, and Music Specialist.

To thal end, in January the airport unveiled ;Ad-
elante San Antonio!, a three-part mural hy San An-
tonio duo Dos Mestizx (Suzy Gonzilez and Michacl
Menchaca)in the airport’s new rental car facility.
The largest partis a 240-foot mural that introduces
visitors to San Antonio and Texas aviation his-
tory with figures lile Bessie Coleman, who grew up

San Antonio artist Chris Sauter and his sculpture Airport Seating (Somewhere Between Here And There) at Houston's Hobby Airport.

12 texnshiphways.com

Fhato: @ Alexander’s Fine Portrait Design



in Waxahachie and hecame the first
woman of African American heritage
to earn a pilot’s license, and San Anto-
nio native and World War I [lying ace
Edgar Tohin.

“The mural’s [oolprints and river
imagery are symbols of the first peo-
ple who were here [or thousands of
vears befure the Spanish colonization,”
(zonzdlez says. “and we address the
long history of immigration with im-
ages of Canary [slanders and Chincse
settlers.” T'wo exterior murals on the
bhuilding feature eagles and early flight
motifs in tribute to San Antonio’s mili-
tary aviation history. Inside, an interac-
tive kiosk offers a guide to the works.

Also at the San Antonio airport.
Alamo City artist Gary Sweeney pokes
gentle fun at his adopted home and the
Hill Country with Nostalgia, Texas, a
series of eight ceramic baked enamel
panels with humorous takes on vintage
travel decals, located at the entrance
to the long-term parking garage. One
panel jokes ahout the hellacious Texas
summers. Another declares “FIESTA
SIESTA REPEAT” in refercnce to the
city’s popular springiime festival. A
panel about the Hill Country boasts,
“We have dozens of towns vou can't
pronounce,” and points to Boerne and
Gruene to prove it.

Dallas Fort Worth International Air-
port. the state’s busiest, is also known
for art, even garnering mention in
Smithsonian magazine for its collection.
Travelers encountering Dennis Blagg’s
14-hy-42-foot painting Cosmic Big Bend
Landscape might be templed Lo holl
from the ticket hall to the rental car
counter and hightail it out to wild and
rugded West Texas. The work is made
up of 2,355 six-inch panels assembled
inagrid system.

Another iconic Texas landscape
greets visitors at Austin-Bergsirom
International Airport. In the ticket-
ing area, Travis County artist Thomas
Evans’ Hill of the Medicine Man depicts
Enchanted Rock with nine oil-on-
canvas panels. Native Americans re-
vered the pink granite dome near Fred-
erickshurg, and today it forms the

VisitFredericksburgTX.c'om | 866997 3600
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' saleand Show- May2

Kerrville Annual Festival of the Arts
May 26-27 - Downtown Kerrville
kvartfest.com

KERRVILLE

CO )'\'\T\'TIG'\ & VIS

Texas Watercolor Show
Apr 16 -June 28 - kacckerrville.com

14 terashighuways. comm

SAAVY TRAVELER

For photes and guides to public art at
Texas airports, see:

Dallas Fort Worth International:
dfwairport.com/art

William P. Hobby Airport:
fly2houston.com/houfart

George Bush Intercontinental Airport:
fly2houston.com/ishfart

San Antonio International Airport:
sanantonio.gov/satfat-the-airport/art

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport:
austintexas.gov/department/fart-airport

cenierpiece of Enchanted Rock State
Natural Area.

Gregory notes thal Texas artists cre-
ated three-quarters of the 200-plus
pieces in the Houston Airport Sysiem.
Cindee Travis Klement’s bronze Heri-
tage (Robert Fleming Travis), in the Ter-
minal A connector ai George Bush In-
tercontinental, is modeled from her
grandlather’s weathered Stetson Open
Road. "As a ieenager, I shaped hals at
my father's Windmill Western Wearin
El Paso,” Klement says, “I learned that
old hats are reflections of their owners.
They relain something of the spirit of
the person who wore them.”

At Houston’s William P. Hobby Air-
port, the litle of Chris Sauter’s large
sculpture, Airport Seating (Somewhere
Between Here and There), is deserip-
tive of both its content and function.
Placed outside the international arviv-
als area. the concrete and LIED lighting
work spells out “SOMEW IHERI BI-
TWEEN HERE AND THERE,” and
passershy are welcome to sit on the art.

Gregory notes that artists like ox-
hibiting in the airport because it pro-
vides an extra platform for exposure.
“Many have received gallery oppor-
tunities and commissions from peo-
ple passing through our airports,” he
says. Gonzalez of Dos Meslizx concurs:
“This work is not just for the art world.
It’s for the people.” b




SOUVENIR

Gone Hunting at The Hunt Store

Since 1946, Hunt's ad hoc community center has stood the test of time

story by Heather Brand

HE HILL COUNTRY TOWN OF HUNT IS APLACE OF

convergence—where the north and south forks

of the Guadalupe River merge, and where resi-

dents rub clhows with out-of-towners at a local es-
tablishment that has stood the test of time. Since its incep-
tion in 1946, The Hunt Store or “the store” (as it’s commaonly
called), has gone through several expansions and nearly a
dozen owners. At first the store was a simple wooden struc-
ture stocked with groceries and provisions—a necessity for
this rural enclave about 13 miles west of Kerrville along
State Highway 39. Yet over the years lourists began 1o flock
to the area, drawn by its pristine waters and scenic hills. as

‘ “The locals
will let you
know that
vou dom’t
own the
store. you are
just a stew-
ard for as
. longasyou
haveit.”

well as ils growing number of river-
side resorts and hunting ranches. To
meel the needs of its changing clien-
tele, the store gradually expanded its
facilities and diversified its offerings.
Today, The Hunt Store still serves us
the only grocery store and gas station
for the town, but it also encompasses
a bank, a calé, a real-esiate brokerage,
and a stage for weekly live music.
The store’s various additions and
improvements are courtesy of a

Where else can you buy organic pecans, six-packs of beer, breakfast tacos, boar-lard scap—and do your banking?

Phaoto; Will van Overheck

wMav 2ois 15



THERE’S AR
N UNDISCOVERED WORLD §
t RIGHT IN YOUR BACKYARD.
:
e

new Caribbean Journey

Now Open.

Transport yourself to the jungles and
coral reefs of the Yucatan Peninsula.
Discover a bigger world in the new
Caribbean Joumey at your
Texas State Aguarium.

taxasstateaguarium.org

Caribbean Journey
Now Open
Corpus Christi

o

16 terashighways.com

SOUVENIR

The café here—a popular spot for breakfast and lunch—offers a creation called the

“French Taco,” which is a burger wrapped in a flour tortilla.

string of successive owners—ii in all.
In 1949 the original owner installed
newfangled refrigerated lockers, al-
lowing residents to rent out stor-

age space [or their surplus beef and
venison. In 1971 a subsequent owner
rebuilt the store’s walls using cedar
posts and stacks of river stones
hauled Irom a nearby creck, turn-
ing the lfacade into an eye-catch-
ing roadside attraction. Four years
later, anolher owner added two
smokehouses and a meat-process-
ing service. [n 2006 yet another
granted permission for the Bank of
the Hills to apen a hranch within
the store. The teller windows are di-
rectly across from the seating area
for the popular Hunt Rock Cafe.

The Hunt Store still serves as the
only grocery store and gas station
for the town, but it also encom-
passes a hank, a café, a real-estate
hrokerage. and a stage for weekly
live musie.

According to longtime patron and
current owner John Dunn, who
took over in 2013, “Executives from
the bank say it is the only one in the
nation where vou can drink beer
and do your hanking.”

Although the store no longer pro-
cesses meat. its café has plenty of
Texas-raised beef and local game on
the menu {and plenty of taxidermy
on the walls to boot). In the morning,
in addition to the standard sclection
of breaklast-taco fillings (egg, potato,
cheese, chorizo), the café serves a tor-
Lilla stuffed with spicy sausage made
from wild boar and venison mixed
with jalapefios and cheese. At lunch,
it offers the usual lunchiime fare of
hurgers, chicken-fried steal, and bar-
becue, along with some unexpected
dishes, such as “Texas Toothpicks” (a
heaping pile of deep-fried jalapehos
and onions) and the “French Taco™
{a burger inexplicably wrappedina
flour tortilla). “No one quite knows
why it’s called "French,”
muses. Another option is “Bob’s

Dunn

Phata: Will van Overbeak
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reDiscover A

E RES H SEA ~OC

Visit Corpus Christi and the Texas Coastal Bend where the catch of the: day is, mdeed

Morgan Street Seafood. They'll ice down all-.your_ -
~ favorites, be it whole flounder and plump.’Gul_f

Commerctiitfisherman

David Fanchier shows
offhis fresh black drum,

Coastal Bend United is o non-profit coalition
of ten Convention and Visitors Bureaus and Chambers

of Commerce cregted to support small businesses offected by Hurricona

Horvey in the Coastal Bend. The best way that you, as o Texan, can help your

neighbors is to rediscover the const. Come visit. Eat in our restourants. Shop in our stares.
REBLILD. RESTORE. RECOVER.  Swim on our beciches. Stay for o while. We oppreciate your support. Coa stalBendUmted nrq
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Burger,” named lor a previous owner,
which comes loaded with jalapetios.
mushrooms, grilled onions, and blue
cheese.

Dunn’s own innovation has heen
to add a fine-dining expericnce every
Wednesday through Saturday eve-
ning from 35 to 9 p.m. He helped de-
velop a menu incorporating the re-
gion’s abundant wild game, including

SUnnmer
exas H

an appetizer of South Texas venison
strips with eracked-pepper cream
gravy. wild-boar-and-venison sau-
sage, heef tenderloin, and grilled rib-
eye steaks, Dunn’s other change has
bheen to add a regular program of live
music to the mix, Musicians have
performed off and on at The Hunt
Store since 1977. but Dunn added a
stage to the covered hack patio and

Ve B

r [

Co

& TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
TEXAS KERITAGE TRAILS PROGAAN

| t:>'<hiltc'ou'htrytrail.c'om_

18 trrashiphways.com

instituted weekly concerts. Besides
showcasing local talent, the store has
hosted such Texas musical legends as
Ray Benson. Kinky Friedman, Char-
lic Robison, Gary P. Nunn, and Billy
Joe Shaver. Dunn has also brought
local specially items to the store’s
shelves, such as Ox Hollow Honey (in
two varieties, hugjille and Texas wild-
flower), Hippie Hollow Granola [extra
crunchy with almonds, cashews.

and pecans), and beefl jerky produced
just for the store. One of the more in-
triguing items is the Wild Boar Man
Soap ($12.99), made from regionally
sourced boar lard and scented with
mountain cedar; an alternative for
women called Silk Purse has a laven-
der aroma.

The changes Dunn has imple-
menied have enhanced the store’s
reputation as a roadside stop for tour-
ists. Yet the store is still a grocery,
after all—a place where you can dash
in and pick up a loaf of bread or a six-
pack of beer. Dunn says the store’s
main purpose has remained the
samge, even as it has changed hands
over the years: lo serve as a gather-
ing spot for the Hunt community,
which numbers just over 1,000 peo-
ple. “Hunt is an unincorporated town
run by locals. and the Hunt store
is the heart of the communily.” ex-
plains Dunn. “The locals will let you
know that you don’t own the store, you
are just a steward for as long as you
have ii." Area residents still congre-
gate here every morning to get their
fix of hot coffee: they drop in during
the day to purchase supplies and do
their banking: and they return in the
evenings for dinner and a show. You
can't he all things to all people, so the
saying goes. But you can certainly try,
and the Hunt Store seems to be suc-
ceeding. k

THE HUNT STORE

is at 1634 State Highway 39 in
Hunt. Open daily. Call 830-238-
4410; thehuntstore.com.
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Woodbine Divine

Just off Madisonville’s town square, the enchanting Woodbine Hotel dishes up

a bountiful buffet along with a heaping helping of history.

story by Susan L. Ebert

PPROACHING MADISONVILLE'S COURT-
house square, I'm not surpriscd that traffic ebbs
to a crawl. After all, this Bast Texas town, popula-
tion 4,636, loves to throw a party. Kicking off with
the Madison County Rodeo in March, followed by the Tour de
Madison Bike Ride Festival in April, and the nearly monih-long
Sidewalk Cattlemen’s Celebration in May, Madisonville caps off
its large galas with the Texas Mushroom Festival in October—
with plenty of smaller events filling in the gaps.
My husband, Shannon, and T haven't come for the festivities,

however. hut for a brief respite from life’s usual hectic pace. Our

From the
expansive
veranda, we
step through
the front door
into an open
parlor that
transports us
to an era of re-
fined elegance.

destination is Madisonville’s Woodbine
Hotel, and because well-behaved dogs
(and cats) are welcome, our border col-
lie Chloe accompanies us, Our plan is
to relax. recharge, and experience the
hotel’s gracious ambiance and sumpitu-
ous Sunday huffei—the talle of towns-
folk and travelers alike.

From (he expansive veranda. we
step through the front door into an
open parlor that transports us lo an

Constructed as a pair of kit houses in 1904, the Woodbine Hotel offers understated luxury and a glimpse of Texas from a bygone era.

Ehato: Kevin Stillman
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Above: A restoration in 1979, complete with

Victorian woodwork, earned the hotel a spot
in the National Register of Historic Places.
Right: Sunday brunch draws crowds.

era of refined elegance. Flanking the
parlor to the left. mismatched vintage
chairs and tables covered in white lin-
ens await diners. To the right. a tall
transom-lopped door leads to the hotel
har. which showcases an antique cash
register and a 1904 telephone hooth—
the first one in Madisonville. (The sec-
ond didn’t arrive until 1929.) Directly
ahead. two ornately carved curly-pine
newel posts create the base of the stair-
case, which ascends to the second lMoor.
Authentic period wallpapers complete
the Viclorian ambiance.

Owmner Susan Warmuth peers over
her glasses from the hotel desk be-
neath the staircase to beam a warm

20  texushighways.com

welcome, and before checking into
our room, we linger to visit. Originally
from Pennsylvania, Warmuth earned
adegree in hotel management from
Penn State, then embarked on a culi-
nary career Lhat would take her from
coastto coast.

"My dream was to run my own
hotel,” she says. “I found this one for
sale on the internet nearly 20 years ago
and fell in love with it.” She reaches
into a cabinet behind her desk and re-
trieves a well-thumbed hinder stuttfed
with photographs of the property
through the decudes.

We learn that Jalke and Sarah Sha-
pira, Jewish Russian immigrants who
settled in Madisonville in the 1870s,
ran 4 boarding house here that burned
in 1903. When they decided to rebuild,
they purchased two kit houses at the
1904 St. Louis World's Fair. The first, a

turreted Queen Anne Victorian, now
houses the dining room; the second, an
Eastlake-style structure, holds the bar.
The Shapiras joined the lwo kit houses
with upstairs and downstairs parlors,
adding rooms on both floors and veran-
das on both the front and the back. The
kit houses came with plans and all of
the necessary hardware, and the Sha
piras had the lnmhber—primarily East
Texas longleaf pine—milled in nearby
Huntsville. Nearly 200 bluebonnet mo-
tifs hand-carved into the plinths above
the doors and windows contributed
Texas charm.

Over the vears, the hotel changed
hands and names several times bhut
fell into disrepair by the mid-1970s.
In 1979, local philanthropists Randy
and Lynn Parten bought the hotel and
undertook a thoughttul restoration.
carning Lhe holel recognition in the

Phiotos: © Susan L. Ebert{lelt); Kevin Stillman



never looked so good.
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National Register of Historic Places
in 1980 and Texas [istoric Landmark
status in 1952. The Partens donated
the property to the Woodhine Founda-
tion in 1997. and Warmuth bought it
two years later. keeping the Woodhbine

Hotel name.

The hotel earned recognition
in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1980 and
hecame a Texas Historic
Landmark in 1982.

Atthe top of the stairs in the
Parten Suite, I settle into a cushioned
wicker loveseal in a sunlit Queen
Anne turret, book in hand, then
luxuriate in the whirlpool tub be-
fore diving into the king sleigh bed’s mgora

b

luxurious linens for a brief siesta.
Shein: Things

After watching the sunset from the
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STAY

upper back veranda, my hushand and
Tamble around the downlown square,
browse the shop windows, and enjoy a
light meal in anticipation of the main
ovent: tomorrow morning’s huffet.
Early Sunday morning after a stroll
around the grounds, I peer into the
kitchen to watch Warmuth put the fin-
ishing touches on desserts while lang-
time Chef Leon de la Gareia grills
chicken. I pour two cups of coffee. grab
a copy of the Madisonville Meteor—
which was founded in 18g4—and head
up the grand staircase to share coffee
and the paper with Shannon on the
veranda. When we descend the stair-
case for Sunday brunch, the down-
stairs parlor has been transformed.
Small groupings of tables and chairs
have been moved out, and long tables
covered in white linens extend from
the front door across the length of the

The Woodbine’s Sunday Brunch attracts
locals and travelers alike. Right: Nearly 200
handcarved bluebonnet motifs decorate the

windows and doorways.

When we descend the stair-
case for Sunday brunch, the
downstairs parlor has heen
transformed. My hushand
whispers to me, “A man could
hurt himself here.”

parlor. On the farthest table, pie slices
galore—lemon meringue, coconut
meringue, Key lime, chocolate. fruit,
and chess among them—have heen
placed on pretty plates, Closest to the
front door, a large green saladin a
chilled silver serving dish and an art-
fully arranged (ruit plaiier herald the
start of the buffet line.

Warmuth greets us with her signa-
ture cheery smile as she and her staff
carry out steaming chafing dishes to
place hetween the salads and desserts.
Today, there’s prime rib, fried cat-
fish and clams. beef medallions, fried
chicken, and chicken-fried steak. Still
more chaling dishes come out with
grilled pork chops in a ginger cream
sauce, grilled chicken, mashed pota-
toes, hot rolls, and butter.
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ample offering
But there's

THE WOODBINE HOTEL
at 209 N. Mac St.in

Madisonville,

Call 936-348-3333:

woodbinehotel.com

Whether it's enjoying a delicious, handmade libation or taking a
dip in our wondrous river®, there is always something to taste
or water to be explored in Bastrop County. Come stay a weekend
with us ‘and get away without having to go far away.

EXPLORE OUR FRIENDLY NATURE. EXPLOREBASTROPCOUNTY.COM

*Please don’t wear your flippers in the restaurant.
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Taste the Bluest Weekend in

Savor the Flavor of Texas’ Oldest Town

Family fun and fresh Texas blueberries. What better way to spend a summer weekend?
From a blueberry pancake breakfast on the red brick streets to music, games and
vendors, the 29th annual Texas Blueberry Festival promises you’ll run out of time

before you run out of fun. Plan your blueberry weekend experience now.

as Blueberry Festival Weekend | June 8 -10

||

Nacogdoches
Texas Starts Here

888-564-7351 | VisitNacogdoches.org/texas-blueberry-festival
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From Water to Wine

The coal South Concho River draws summertime visitors to Christoval

story by Michael Barr

RUISING ALONGUS 277 SOUTH OF SAN ANGELO, THE
flat cotton fields of Tom Green County soon give
way Lo brush country, where natural vegetation
gets scrawnier and colors fade as the distance
from surface water increases. Here, gaunl mesquites and
mouse-carcd prickly pear cover the landscape while muted
earth tones dominate the color spectrum.

But tall trees and lush greenery ahead are sure signs of an
oasis. Vegelation soars and hues brighten abruptly as I ap-
proach the town of Christoval and the South Concho River.

In bone-dry West Texas, water draws people together, and
the cool, refreshing waler of the South Concho once made

Vegetation
soars and
hues brighten
abruptly as
Iapproach
the town of
Christoval
and the South
Concho River.

Christoval, 20 miles south of San
Angelo, a mecca for West Texans. In
the carly 20th century, Christoval—
named for an early seltler—had

a hotel. mineral baths, a Baptist
encampment that hosted thousands
each summer, and an impressive
artist colony,

Then u 100-yvear flood wiped out
the Bapiisl cncampment in 1936,
The highway came through. and
a bridge replaced the low-water

A couple enjoys the sun and waterfall near a walking trail at Hummer House wildlife habitat in Christoval.

Fhote: Koevin Stillman
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WITH THESE

The tasting room at Christoval Yineyards and Winery serves its best-selling tempranillo.

crossing. Travelers had little reason
to stop, or even slow down.

But Chrisloval, population 500, is
mounting a comeback by capitalizing
on its historic role as a West Texas re-
treat. These days the town is all about
water, wine, and wildlife.

Don't bother looking for a run-of-
the-mill swimming pool in Chris-
toval. This place has something bet-
ter; one of the most popular public
swimming holes in the region sits at
Pugh Park. No conerete pool can com-
pete with a park that has 600 feet of
river frontage and a half-dozen rope
swings hanging from limbs of sturdy
live oaks, all leaning gently over the
emerald-green water. On a hot day,
Pugh Park bustles with swimmers,
fishermen, and kayakers. Admission
ig [ree. as are the primitive campsites,
which are reserved on a lirst-come,
firsl-served bhasis.

The Christoval Vineyards and
Winery, a 25-acre estate wedged
between US 277 and the South
Concho River. showcases the trendier

side of the hamlet. A chapel. which
hosts weddings, special events, and
nondenominational services every
Sunday, sits just inside the iron gate
bheneath a canopy of live oaks, The
double wooden doors, shuttered
windows, steep rool, and stone
construction give the chapel the look
ol a Medilerranean country house.

Don’t bother looking for a run-of-
the-mill swimming pool in Chris-
toval. This place has something
better: one of the most popular
public swimming holes in the re-
gion sits at Pugh Park.

Bevond the chapel, the tall oak
trees, shaded walking paths, man-
icured grounds. and grapevines
planted in neat rows in the river bot-
tom stand in stark contrast to the
dry hrush country less than a mile
away. This isn't Tuscany. but in West
Texas. it's as close as it gels.

The vinevard, established in the

Fhowo: Eevin Slillman



mid-1980s, grows a variety of grapes,
including riesling, tempranillo. pe-
tite sirah, vermentino, and mourve-
dre. The riesling vines. planted more
than 35 years ago, are some of the
oldestin Texas.

The tasting room, where visitors
can sample some of the winery's of-
ferings, is a converted shed with 10
round tables, each with a speclacular
view of the vineyard through large
picture windows. There is a comfort-
able couch in the corner and a granite-
top bar across the back. The shelves
on the far wall display T-shirts for
sale, medals collected in wine compe-
titions. and dozens of bollles of awurd-
winning wines, including the best-
gelling tempranilio.

The lunch menu at the tasting room
features pizzas, meat and cheese
trays. and cheesecalke for desscrl.

A cheesy Neapolitan pizza and a glass

of tempranillo prove to be ample for-
tification for an afternoon exploring
the town.

While the aimosphere inside the
tasting room is relaxed and casual,
The patio rings with boisterous laugh-
ter, tinkling glasses, and squeals of
children. A group of yvoung parents
share [ood and wine while their chil
dren run and play on the grassy areca,
between the palio and the river.

“My husband is stationed ai Good-

fellow Air Force Basein San Angelo,”

one yvoung woman says. “When he
has {ime olT we bring our children to
the park for a swim. and then come
here to relax. Christoval is the besi
place around for a family outing.”
Owner Drex Vincent agrees. “This
is a place for people to unwind,”
he says. “lt's a tfamily place. We
encourage people to bring their kids
and dogs and just enjoy themselves.”

CHRISTOVAL
VINEYARDS AND
WINERY

is located at 5000 Cralle Road, Call
325-315-8077; christovalvine
yards.com. Tasting room hours are
Thu-Sun, 11:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tt’s not the taste of wine but the
call of the wild that draws adulis and
children by the busload to the Hum-
mer [House and its one-of-a-kind wild-
life habitat. The Hummer [Touse, a
lodging and preserve surrounded by
ranchland, is the largest feeding and
nesting arew for hlack-chinned hum-
mingbirds in Texas. The male hum-
mers arrive in mid-March; the fe-
males arrive about a week later. And
it’s not just hummingbirds—a hird-
handing program has documented
more than 160 species.
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THREE DAYS OF
FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN
MAY 18,19 & 20, 2018

CRAFT BREW GARDEN
FEATURING MORE THAN 75 CRAFT BREWS

PREMIUM TEXAS WINES

D ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE MUSIC A
DELICIQUS FESTIVAL FOODS
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Inside the comfortable and spa-
cious Observation Room, owners Dan
and Cathy Brown entertain and edu-
cate visitors with humminghird sto-
ries while just beyond the glass, hun-
dreds of high-strung hummers hover
at the feeders. They then dart away to
their nests, almost (oo quick lor the
human eyve to follow.

“A lot what we do is geared to

children,” Cathy says. “We use hirds
to instill in them a love for wildlife
and a respect for nature. You can see
the wonder in their faces when they
learn ubout humminghirds and get to
see them up close. It's something they
don't forget.”

The Hummer House is partol'a
1.200-acre ranch teeming with wild-
life on the South Concho River. It
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It's time to gas up the boat, dust off
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the clubs and crank up your concert
calendar. Combined with our annual events,
The Colony is St kere qoce go to play

VisitTheColonyTx.com srr20s

28 teanshighways.com

TCCVE g VisitTheColony

hosts tour groups, family groups,
school groups, birders, and day visi-
tors looking to connect with nature.
The ranch offers three bed-and-hrealk-
fast properties including a spacious
two-hedroom house that sleeps six, a
1.850-sguare-foot lodge for groups ol
12 to 14, and a romantic hideaway [or
two. But call early as they are hooked
up months in advance.

For those craving for Tex-Mex, Hi-
dalgo’s Restaurant and its Chris
toval Plate (chile relleno, crispy taco,
beans, and rice) make a fitting end to
a busy day. The cheerful waitresses
serve the food while it’s piping hot
and keep glasses fillled with iced tea
while the dining room slowly [ills
with hungry people. Nothing lfancy
here. but the food is good and the at-
mosphere is warm and friendly.

Nearhy the Concho Christoval
River Retreat provides cozy lodging
in the heart of town. The main cot-
lage. called the Morning Glory House
Bed and Breakfast, has a wraparound
porch, tailor-made for drinking cot-
fee in the morning and lounging on
alazy afiernoon. The River View
Bunlkhouse is a larger accommoda-
tion across the road. Both spots have
impressive views of the live oak.
pecan, and transplanted bald cypress
irees along the waier, just yards away.

A doe grazes quictly a fow feeot
from the front door, but she bounds
away when visitors get too close.
From the porch. the water sings as it
tumbles over the rocks.

Christoval is no secret to natives of
San Angelo and Tom Green County,
but the rest of the state. beyond the
Concho Valley. is rediscovering
this hideaway. L

THE HUMMER HOUSE

is located a mile south of Christoval
at 21301 Toe Nail Trail. The
Observation Room and Gift Shop are
open April-Aug., Fri, 7-9 p.m. and
Sat, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission is $3.
Children 12 and under are free.




MADE IN TEXAS

Hamming it up in
Flatonia

Spanish ibérico pork finds footing in Texas

story by Clayton Maxwell

EXAS AND SPAIN HAVE JOINED FORCES IN
an unexpected, four-legged way. For the first time
since explorer Hernando de Soto did so back in
1539, the [inest of Spanish ham, jameon ibérico de
bellota. has been imported to the United States in its original
form—as a pig. One hundred and ifty purcbred black Ibe-
rian pigs, to be exact, which hoarded a KLM flight in Spain
for their new homes in Flatonia in 2013, Manuel Murga and
Sergio Marsal, the Spanish porcine visionaries who founded

Murga shows
me a map
of live oaks
across the
state. “This is
why we came
to Texas,” he

Says.

Acornseekers hrand pork, hatched this
bold plan; they knew there was a bet-
ter way for Americans to enjoy Spain’s
most revered cured ham than smug-
gling it in their suitcases.

Once flown over the Atlantic,
there were no guarantees that the
pigs would pass quarantine, but their
knuckle-biting venture has paid off.
Turns out, Iberian pigs love Texas.
The original 150 pigs of the Acorn-
seckers brand, which Murga and Mar-
sal call “the pioneers,” have multiplied
to a herd of 2.000. These American-
born pigs are now entitled to their
green cards, Murga jokes.

And Texas loves those pigs right
back. Their meat is in such demand
that, in a trial sale at a Houston H-E-B
last summer, the pork sold out within a
week. Good things unfold, apparently,
when pigs (ly.

1 visit Murga at the Acornseckers
office, a trailer plopped down on an
onak-dotted farm off a back road be-
tween Smithville and Flatonia. Mar-
sal, the marketing and business half
of the Acornseekers partnership, is
not in town. While Murga makes
espresso, I gush to him about my
love of cured Spanish ham. I tell him
how, when I lived in Madrid, [ regu-
larly asked for samples of the high-
end jamdn de hellota (literally, ham
of acorns) at the Museo de Jamdn (the
Ham Museum, which is actually a
shop) just to wateh the bare-armed
butcher shave the cured crimson
glivers from the violin-shaped hind
leg. He'd then hand them to me over
the counter on a thin shect of white
paper, like a sacred offering. and I'd
let the smoky goodness melt on my
tongue. Spanish nirvana.

Thisis nothing new to Murga. He's
heard these tales countless times from
Americans who've traveled to Spain.
Then he hears the inevitable question
that follows: “Why is it so hard to find
in the United States?”

Manuel Murga brought Spanish pork to Texas.

Phota: ©2 Will van Owverheelk
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MADE IN TEXAS

More than 100 Spanish pigs formed the beginning of Texas’ first Iberian herd. These pigs eat mostly acorns, and their meat tastes delicious.

“That’s the lirst reason I did this,”
explains Murga, who says vagaries
ol the inspection process complicate
importing the mealt. “Imagine you
are a dealer here and you are expect-
ing 1,000 pounds and in the end you
only get 200. Your clients are waiting.
and il’s a real problem. So I said this
should be done in a different way.”

Murga slaps a special map of
Texas down on the table in front of
me. “'I'his is why we came to Texas,”
he says, poinfing. “The area in green
shows the live oaks.” The map isal-
most entirely green. Except for a
fow patches out west. Texas is blan-
keted in live oals, all working night
and day to do what live oaks do best:

20 ieroshighwnys.com

malke acorns. To an Iberian pig,
acorns are heaven. During the es-
sential fattening-up scason, called
the montenera (when pigs go to the
montafias, or mountains, for graz-
ing) Iberian pigs eat only acorns, 10

to 15 pounds a day. Over the species’

2,000 years of acorn eating. these
clever pigs have developed a talent
for unshelling the acorns in their

jaws and spitting the unwanted

caps out, a skill unique to this par-
ticular pig.

Murga, an agricultural engineer,
grew up with pigs. His family owns
two ranches about 40 miles outside
of his hometown of Seville, where
his grandfather, father, and brother

currently raisc Iberian pigs. “I've long
been deeply involved in this business.”
Murga says, evident passion in his
voice. "I love it because Ilove the ani-
mal, and not only the animal, but I love
the environment as well. You can feed
the Therian pig anywhere in the world,
but without the right environment, you
are not going to get this quality.”

And, lucky for us, Murga and Mar-
sal found “the right environment” deep
in the heart of Texas. Murga. who had
noted the prevalence of live naks in
movies about Texas, visiled the slaie
nine years ago and collected samples of
acorns from various ranches. He took
the nuts back to Spain for analysis and
found they have the same composition

Phte: Will van Overbeck



as the acorns on his family ranch.

“So then I realized that the only thing
missing here in Texas were the pigs,”
Murga says. “You have the live oaks,
vou have the clients—mayhe the hest
market in the world right now—bul nno
pigs. I prayed hard to bring the pigs.
and we did it.” he says. laughing.

A regpect for the comlort and intel-
ligence ol the Therian pigs is another
key component in Acornseekers’ defi-
nition of “the right environment.” The
pigs roam over the Flatonia ranch.
sleeping, swimming, and ealing [recly,
like their Spanish cousins thai ramble
the Andalusian countryside. When
Murga takes me out to walk among
them, they barely notice me as they
root in the dirt and lounge in a happy
pig pile. They are the Labrador retriev-
ers of pigs.

Acornsceckers’ compassionate treat
ment of the animals extends to their
final hour. “In Spanish. we don’t say

The pigs roam over the Flato-
nia ranch, sleeping, swimming,
and eating freely. like their
Spanish cousins that ramble
the Andalusian countryside.

‘slaughter’. we say ‘sacrifice’” Murga
cxplains. Acornseekers brings in
professionals from Spain fo helpin
the “sacrifice.” done in a very par-
ticular way. “Tt's ver

simportant to
avoid any suffering of the pig.” So
even as they are raising Old World
pigs in New World digs. Acornseck-
ersisn’'t changing anything up, Just
like in Spain, nothing is rushed—the
pig breeding, the slaughter, the cur-
ing, “I'm not trying to do anything
here that isnew.” Murga says. “hecause
this process has been done in Spain for
more than 2.000 years and it works, so
woe only need to replicate it here.”

Murga suys his tavorite pari of the

whole process is watching the faces of
people as they eat the finished prod-
uct. While the most soughi-aller meat,
the cured ham. will not be ready until
spring 2019, Acornseekers’ fresh pork
18 now availahle to buy online and in
restaurants throughout the United

States, And because of its singular
nulty flavor the demand iz exceeding
their suppiy.

If you want Lo actually meet some
of these acorn-scarfing hlack pigs, vou
can hool'it to the shop and restaurant
in Columhbus that Murga and Marsal
plan to open in early 2019.

Judge for voursell whal happens
when pigs fly. L

ACORNSEEKERS PORK
is available for purchase online and at
restaurants, including Eberly in Aus-
tin, Fearings in Dallas, and Bliss in San
Antonio. acornseekers.com
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COOK

LTHOUGH IT PROBABLY SHOULD HAVE
heen a requirement, [ can't remember if I'd ever
huilt a campfire before taking a job to cook on a

guest ranch near Garner State Park, Thal was
more than a decade ago, when my husband David Norman and
I moved [rom Manhattan to a staggeringly heautiful property
in the Hill Country. But what we lacked in [ronlier skills, we
made up for in enthusiasm. So we drove our truck over the cat-
tle guard and dove in.

As we sctiled into the rhythm of ranch life, lighting fires be
came mostly David’s job—a charge that he relished. This was
muainly because of how our duties were divided early on. I was

typically in the kitchen, whisking vinaigrettes, shaking skillets,

and juggling guests while David was happily “out back” gather-
ing wood for his bread oven, grilling chicken thighs, or building
a campfire for evening s mores (and I'm quite certain. drinking
a couple of beers on the sly). David rosc at dawn to orchestrate
weekly campfire breakfasts—hiscuits baked in a Dutch oven,
huevos fried to order, and boiled coffee thick enough to chew:.

That'’s the
cool thing
about grilling:
The deep,
complex
flavors
created by
cooking over
fire don't
need fussy
adornments.

Meanwhile, I was in the lodge making

salsa, prepping dinner, and squashing

the oce

sional scorpion.

I've always gravitated to the plea-
sures of a roaring fire and the wafting
aroma of wood smoke. But back then. a
fire was a reward after my kitchen du-
ties were complete—not necessarily a
means to dinner.

Wheoen we transitioned a few vears
later to urban life in Austin, our rus-
tic grill—a heavy. round piece of equip-
ment with a hinged grate—Dbecame a
relic of our former life and the source of
the oceasional Saturday-night rib-eye.

But my connection to campfires was
relindled when our children were
born. As they grew. so did our desire
to explore Texas’ state parks and the

A fire-kissed steak with mushrooms makes an easy dinner once you've mastered your grill. (And what joy is the learning process!)

34 ierashighwoys.com
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PEDIERNALES FALLS POTATOES

Serves 4

|z there a better package to open than one containing tender potatoss,
hrawned anions, and creamy goat cheese? We've made these potato
and-cheese packats at home as a satisfving main course and an camping
trips te serve with grilled steak or pork chops. The prosciutto is aptional,
hut it adds incredible flavor, and the fat bastes the potatoes as they zook.

+ 2 pounds Yukon gold potatoes,
unpeeled and sliced 1/4-inch thick

+ 1 medium onion, thinly sliced

+ 1/2 zup olive oil

+ 2 teaspoons freshly chopped thyme or vreganc leaves
+ Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

+ 4 ounces fresh goat cheese

+ 1/2 pint cherry tomatoes

(yellow. orange, or red), halved

4 4t B thin slices prosciutto (optional)

1. Prepare a charcoal grill for twn-zone zooking and build 2 mediur: fire,
or heat a gas grill to medium-high. Larsfully wine the orebeatec grates
with = lightly viled paper towel, Usirg a grill orush, scrape the grill gratas

clean. then carefully wipe with a lightly oiled towel again.

2_lr alarge bowl, generously seasor the vulatoss, enion, alive oil, ana
thyme with salt and pepper and toss 4 combine. Cut four sheats of
heavyv-duty aluminum foil inte 14- by 8-inch rectangies ana place them
shiny side down. Scoop ene-auarter of the potato mixture in the middle,
Top with a quarter of the qoat cheess and proscisite. Fale the top half
of the foil over the potatoas and bring the top and buttom edges -
gether. Fold the edues over several times to make z tight seal. Prepare
the remaining packages the same way.

3. When you're ready to cook, place the foil packages on the grate over
indirect heat. Close the grill (venting appropriately far indirect cooking)
and cook, rotating every now and then for even cooking, until the pack-
ats are puffed and the potatoes are tender, 30 to 40 minutes. To test
for doneness, open 1 small zomer of a packet (using caution as escaping
steam will be very hot} and use 2 paring knife to pierce (and/or taste)

a portion. Serve warm,

Plano is home fo a vibrant nightiife,
a fabulous restaurant scene, incredible
shopping,_ over 5,400 hotel rooms, and
one of a kind events like Téxus’_!arges’r
Hot Air Bailpon Festival. We invite .you to
make a more'welcdming_connecﬁon.

visit ‘.ilano

People Connect Here.

visitplano.com

MAY 2013

35



COOK

magnificent landscapes and rivers that
we knew from songs by Lyle Lovett,
Guy Clark, and Joe Ely. With our lit-
tle native Texans in tow, we ventured
out family-style, stuffing the car with
packed coolers, bug spray, stufted ani-
mals, tequila, limes, and other week-
end essentials.

Naturally, I ohsessed ahout the

food. Before each trip, T dreamed up

36 texashighiays.com

complicated menus and photograph-
worthy meals (who cares that no one
has socks to wear, we have twinkly
lights and flalky salt!). In my transi-
tion tfrom ranch chet to Sherpa, I didn't
consider hungry kids, unpredictable
wealher, and limitalions of campsite
grills as I planned dinner.

When we went to Inks Lake, for in-
stance, | served a pretty fruit salad in

carved melon cups. but T couldn’t pull
together my dinner idea (grilled farm-
or’s market carrots and strip steak])
before my kids lost interest. A few
months later, I scorched a faney steale
al Pedernales Falls. When we spent
Thanksgiving at Enchanted Rock,
dinner ran so late after tent-wran-
gling ihal chips and salsa became a
hetter option.

Then came the game changer. AsT
developed my just-released cookhbook,
Any Night Grilling (Ten Speed Press), T
undertook several months of firing up
dinner on our charcoal and gas grills.
David and I swapped roles as | signed
on as backyard cook while he gra-
ciously held down the fort inside. And
50 began several months of nightly
grilling everything from flathreads
and whole fish to leg of lamb. What
hegan as somewhat of a scramble set-
tled into a steady rhythm, with smarter
game plans, confidence in building and
managing fires, and recipes that home
cooks can knock out any day of the
week. Thal’s the cool thing about grill-
ing: It ercates hig flavors quickly—and
it's also 1 whole lot of fun.

Needless to say, I've upped my
grill game. These days. the whiff of
a wood fire makes me vearn to cook,
and I know how to plan accordingly.
Whether it'’s dinner on the back porch
orin the woods. | keep my menu sim-
ple, asthe complex, smoky flavors cre-
ated by grilling don't require a lot of
additional flourish. I pack the basics
{tongs. bread knife, cutting board, olive
oil, salt and pepper, and of course—a

lime squeezer) and place meat on the
hot grates when the coals are glowing
red and covered with gray ash. Then
I feel confident moving it around the
heat as needed for even cooking and to
avoid [lare-ups.

It's not always perfeet. Like mak-
ing paella or the perfect pic crust, nail-
ing the precise doneness of, say, a whole
grill-roasted chicken or smolked duck is
a lifetime pursuil. Bul that’s just fine—
near the warmth of'a fire, with family
and [riends in tow; allis well. K
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Let’s Meet at the Pub

"Boogie Woogie” Wednesdays enliven downtown Marshall

story by Paul McDonnold

NSIDE THE OS2 RESTAURANT AND PUB, | AWAIT BEEF
tenderloin medallions with roasted asparagus and mashed
potatoes on the side. Through the front window, the blond-
brick Harrison County Courthouse sits atop a raised

oval of lawn. To the north are the railroad tracks and the his-
toric train station. It’s a regular evening in Marshall. but as I sip
a glass of iced tea, the gquestion in my mind seems outlandish.

Was Marshall really an important cultural incubator of
modern Americana?

The answer is assuredly ves. After extensive scholarly re-
search and personal interviews. in 2004, San Antonio-hased
musicologist Dr. John Tennison identified Marshall as the
most likely geographic epicenter of a style of music called
“boogie woogie.” This style. characterized by a heavily per-
cussive “hbarrelhouse” piano with a left-handed rhythm, was cre-
ated in the 1870s by former slaves who worked in area logging

San Antonio-
based
musicologist
Dr. John
Tennison has
identified
Marshall as
the most likely
geographic
epicenter of
a style of
music called

“hoogie
woogie.”

camps. clearing (rees and laying iron
for the steam trains that would trans-
form life on1 the frontier.
After simmering a few decades,
boogic woogic became a musical fad
in the 1930s. leading to big-band hits
such as “T'he Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy of Company B.” Tt influenced
the jazz and blues genres as well—
through them altering country and
gospel—then hegat the genre known
as jump blues in the 1940s. Jump blues
helped spin the cultural hurricane of
rock n' roll in the 19508, under the in-
fluence of which we still live today.
That’s the artistic genealogy. roughly

Get on the dance floor and boogie! The OS2 Restaurant and Pub’s popular Boagie Woogie Wednesdays highlight a genre born in Marshall.

Phata: Michael Amadar
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Robin and The Mystics honor the legacy of
the late musician Omar Sharriff, Marshall's
boogie woogie artist-in-residence. The food
at 052 hits the right note, too.

speaking. But what exactly is boogie
woogie?

“If your feel are tapping. then it'’s
hoogie woogie.” says Jack Canson. a
Marshall native who met Tennison in
2009 through a mutual acquaintance.
Inspired by Tennison’s research. Can
son and his wife, Nanecy, were hitien by
the boogie woogie bug. They developed

a webhsite, BoogieWongieMarshall.com,

and evenlually conlracted with the city
Lo promole boogie woogie concerts and
events in Marshall.

In 2010, Tennison made contact
with a legendary boogie woogic and
blues artist from Marshall named
Omar Sharriff, aka Dave Alexander,
who was living in obscurity in Cali-
fornia. Other than an old digital piano.
the man who was once named by
Contemparary Keyhoard magazine as
one of the world’s greatest living blues
pianists had little to his name. The
city of Marshall convinced him to

move buclk home to be an artist-in-res-
idence. Sharrift could still play boogie
woogie piano. and he gave a number
of conceris in Marshall before passing
away in 2012. In 2011. NPR's All Things
Considered ran a story about Tenni-

son’s research and the musical revival
it ignited.

In the midst of Sharritf’s residency,
Canson approached his [riend Jan
Black, who had been bringing in live
music to her restaurant and pub on
the courthouse square. OS2, Canson
thought she could draw new custom
ers downtown with boogie woogie,
which appeals to a different audience

Photos: Michacl Amador



than some other genres. Boogie Woo-
gic Wednesdays soon hegan at OS2 and
have endured, Black says thevarea
natural fit.

Originally from Tennessee, Black
hegan working in resiaurants as a col-
lege student and eventually made her

Despite the success of the
business’ live-music offerings.
food and drink are the main
attractions here most nights.

way to Texas Lo co-own the Oxford
Street restaurant in Longview, When
the opportunity to manage a restau-
rant in a late-1800s building on nearby
Marshall’s square came up in 2005,
she jumped at the chance. and OS2 was
born, (The name, a play on “Oxford
Street, squared” soon morphed to the
simple 0S2.)

Despite the success of the business’
live-music offerings, food and drink
arc the main attractions here most

BEAUM

VisitBeaumontTX.com

%.s‘d‘ BWIZZ‘I' o immerse yourself in the stories behind big moments
of discovery. Satisfy the craving for culinary adventure with the tastes of Texas and
spice of Louisiana. You're invited to explore every option of adventure from the Gulf to
the wetlands. Begin the journey ot VisitBeaumontTX.com, or call 1-800-392-4401.

PRESERVE

HONOR

19124 Hwy 6 S College Station,
9) 690-0501 | www.ame i
Jed-Sat 10AM-

EDUCATE
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nights, The menu features steak,
chicken, and scalood dishes as well
as pizza, sandwiches, and vegan op-
tions. Exposed brick walls and antiguc
ceiling tiles give a sense of the build-
ing’s history: over the years. the
space has housed saloons, a hilliards
parlor, and—moaost famously—the
Woolworth’s drugstore that figured
prominently in Marshall's 1960 Civil
Rights protests.

AsTawait my enfrée, a piping-hot
loal of bread arrives at my table with
a crock of whipped butter. The hread
cracks apart to reveal a crisp crust
and an airy interior with a pleasantly
nully aroma. A soup course—lobh-
ster hisque ($5.23)—soon arrives in a
wide-brimmed bowl. The surface is
as golden as an egg yolk, with a dusi-
ing of chopped parsley. and a spoon-
[ul foels smooth as silk on the tongue.
My entrée, beef tenderloin medallions
(316.95). arrive with a cup of bultery

tJexasBest Beach

Concerts on Wednesday
and Saturday nights
bring in artists from

a variety of genres in addition
to hoogie woogie players;
on any given night you
might find blues. rock,
country, or jazz.

Baéarnaise sauce for dipping. with a
mound of coarsely mashed potatoes
and gravy. Roasted asparagus com-
pletes the dish. well-seasomed and
tender-crisp.

After eating my fill, I venture
through a hrick archway to the puh.
where an upstairs game room offers
hilliards. shufflehoard, and darts.
Downstairs, stools [ront a long bar,
and televisions Luned (o sporting
cvents hang in strategic spots. Concerts
on Wednesday and Saturday nights
bring in artists from a variety of genres
in addition o boogie woogie players:; on

any given night you might find blues.
rock, country, or jazz.

“But most of the music—whether
it’s R&B. blues. or rock n’' roll—it all
comes indirectly from hoogic woogie.”
Black says.

1 can’t claim to hear those connee-
tions in a precise, technical sense. Bul as
Timagine the virgin foresis of Easl Texas
150 years ago, the logging camps. and
the rowdy harrel houses where work-
ers unwound at the end of long days. [
feel a cerfain energy. Fingers danced
on the keys of upright pianos, trans-
mitting feelings into vectors of sound.
How amazing that a sound, a Marshall
sound, would carry not only across the
room but across musical history. L

OS2 RESTAURANT

& PUB

is at 105 E. Houston St.

in Marshall. Call 903-938-7700:
os2marshall.com.

Your own island is right here. South Padre Island. A place alive with
fun, sun. and endless blue skies. Enjoy miles of beautiful white sand
and clear emerald water. Start your journey at sopadre.com.

ISLAND

Sttt

Mafle it gawns.

4Q tezashighways.com
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Peggy’s Knows Steaks

Unfussy fine dining in Boerne

story by Clayton Maxwell

OOK AT THAT MARBLING! THIS IS THE ROLLS-
Royce of steales!” a man sitting near me booms, caught
in a carnivore’s bliss. We are burrowed at the barat
Peggy’s on the Green, the Boerne eatery that’s taken
the town to a new culinary frontier, and he'd just cut into a prime
rib about 2 inches thick, a steak for which Chef Mark Bohanan is
renowned. “1 feel like a Michelin-starred restaurant has come to
Boernel” he pretty much shouts to everyone in the room.
While impressed by his enthusiasm, I am in my own state
of reverie, just having sipped from my margarita. The fresh lime,
top-shelf tequila, orange liqueur, and citrus-salt rim comingle

deliciously. It's easy to relax in this handsome barroom adjacent

While the
décor at
Peggy's might
suggest the
English
country-
side. the cui-
sine comes
from deep in
the heart of
Texas.

to the main dining room.

Oulfitted like o Texas gentleman’s
parlor, with a coffered ceiling, lime-
stone walls, and cozy couches for
téie-a-téles, it's as warming to the
soul as the tequila. While I'm here
tonight to enjoy drinks with a friend,

I take mental note: I will come hack
soon to Peggy’s on the Green, and I
will come hungry.

In a few months I return, this time
with my husband and children, ages
12 and 8. We are embarking on a fam-
ily pilgrimage, driving down from
Austin for a whole night of it. I've re-
served the Texas Room at Ye Kend-
all Inn, the thoughtfully restored 1859
home-turned-historic hotel adjacent to
Peggy’s, so that we can all tumble into
bed afterward. Nobody should have to
drive very far after a steak dinner.

For those of us who don’t live nearhy.
Peggy’s hits the mark as a destina-
tion restaurant—an eatery so good it’s
worth a road trip—and its location in a
historic little corner of Boerne makes
it even more so. The fact that heautiful
Cibolo Creek runs just steps away from
the restaurant’s welcoming wrap-
around porch is icing on the cake.

Before our feast, we check in to Ye
Kendall Inn; with an old-timey school
desk and a hig metal washtub. the
Texas Room gives the kids a chance
to marvel at how life used to be here.
‘We then venture on to Cibolo Creek,
where they get their wiggles out run-
ning along the grassy banks. A local
man feeding birds offers them scoops
of grain for the ducks and mallards,
which gulp it out of their hands and
honk for more. This blood-pumping
outdoor gambol makes an ideal pre-
lude for our meal.

We spruce up for our 6:30 reserva-
tion. Peggy's isn't fussy, butit is ele-
gant, so I bribe my son with a promise
of dessert to swap his Cowboys’ jersey
for a hutlon-down. A hostess escorts
us through the well-appointed dining
room: with its dark wood molding and

San Antonio restaurateur Mark Bohanan brings his signature steaks—and world-class cocktail offerings—to Boerne.

Phote: Will van Overbeek
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subdued floral curtains, it feels like an
upscale English tavern. Once seated

at our table, big white napkins in our
laps, we can tell right away we're in for
something special.

While the décor at Peggy’'s might
suggest the English countryside, the
cuisine comes from deep in the heart
of Texas. To be precise, it comes from
deep in the heart of Bohanan's fam-
ily kitchen. Bohanan. San Anto-
nio’s prince of prime beef, has long
heen equated with the melt-in-your-
mouth steaks served at his cpony-
mous steakhouse in downtown San
Antonio.

Peggy’s, which he opened in 2016,
also stars beef, but in the friendly com-
pany of comfort food: flaky butter-
milk hiscuits with honey butter, smoky
pulled-chicken soup, Andouille shrimp
and grits. These dishes harken from
Bohanan’s childhood in Jourdanton,
where he grow up watching his mother

and grandmother in the kitchen. Epit-
omizing this Southern heritage, my
son’s rich and creamy mac-n-cheese
and my daughter’s maple-glazed pork
chops are both served in cast-iron skil-
lets set hot on the table. Such details
recall a vision of the country past; you
can almost hear a rooster in the yard
and the screened-porch door slam.

These dishes harken from
Bohanan's childhood in
Jourdanton, where he grew up
watching his mother and
grandmother in the kitchen.

Bul, like Boerne, Peggy’s straddles
the rural and the urhan. San Anto-
nio has grown to meet this town of
almost 15,000 people, so much so
that it’s unclear where the city ends
and the town begins. The food at
Peggy’s also blurs boundaries. Take
ithe most popular appetizer on the

Fried quail and beautifully grilled, cross-hatched steaks star on the well-rounded menu.

Bhitos: Will van Cverbeels



menu—chicken-fried quail legs atop
cornmeal johnny-cakes ($13.95).

a Southern interpretation of what
might otherwise he known as pan-
cakes. Drizzled with a maple-cay-
enne syrup that hits the sweet and
spicy balance just right, this digh has
complex flavors that blow out diners’
expectations of what comfort food
can do. And so it is with the crem-
ini mushroom side dish ($12.95), the

higgesl surprise of the meal. Cooked
in a red-wine reduction sauce, these
little tungi are so shockingly rich that
we say there is no way they could be
vegetables. And yet, they are. And
the kids gobble them up.

And then there is the service, which
strikes a balance between urban pol-
ish and small-town honhomie. Qur
waitress presents us with a black box
of shiny steak knives so we can select
our own implements—a small gesture
that adds big drama to our experience.
And as the sommelier pours our mal-
bec into a shapely carafe, he tells us
how he moved to Boerne from San An-
tonio before Peggy's. bul its opening
has been like a dream come true. °I get
world-quality wines and food.” he tells
us, “hut here in a beautiful town. Tt's
the best ol both worlds.”

And what about my prime rib, the
carnivore expericnce I had been waii-
ing for ever since my first visit? My

PEGGY'S

ON THE GREEN

is at 128 W. Blanco Road in Boerne.
Call 830-572-5000:
peggysonthegreen.com,

“FAMILY TIME

mesquite-smoked cut of Allen Broth-
ers' Beef, the premium meat purveyors
from Chicago, is tender throughout,
with a taste so complex I can’t help but
close my cyes while I chew.

Asthe grand finale, we fork into a
silky slice of chess pie. Decked out with
salted caramel and whipped cream, il’s
a snazzed-up version of the pies T imag-
ine once graced the windowsills al Bo-
hanan’s mother’s house. Drowsy wilh
contentment, the four of us walk next
door to our room and surrender to our
comfortable beds. Peggy’s had carned
its title as a destination restaurant—
and it now has arespected place in the
family memory book. k.

in New Braunfels.

If it seems like it's always time for work, or school,

or practice, or homework, or bed, it's time for a relaxing
weekend with the family... in New Braunfels.

_- visi"t'_-PIa
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JUMP OFF A CLIFF

Possum Kingdom Lake—the Bra-
zos River basin’'s first water supply
reservoir—sparkles with blue wa-
ters and 310 miles of shoreline. But its
most striking feature looms dramat-
ically over the water on the southern
edge of the lake: two towering cliffs
that rise 90 feet on either side—ap-
propriately named Hell’s Gate. Like
flies to honey, the world's best com-
petitive cliff divers converge herein the
summer for the Red Bull Cliff Diving

48  terashighways.com

World Series (June 2). The reservoir's
bone-chilling waters (about 53 degrees)
aren’t reserved for thrill-seekers; spec-
tators can watch the cliff-diving action
from boats, kayaks, and paddleboards
and beat the Texas heat with a plunge
in the lake from a more sensible height.
possumkingdomlake.com

PADDLE THE CITIES
Kayaking novices and experts will find
much to love when going out on Lady
Bird Lalke in Austin, Buffalo Bayou in
Houston, and the Trinity River in Fort
Worth. No need to buy your own equip-
ment or venture out into the wild un-
known—rental shops provide boats,
life vests. and instruction, All you have
to dois sit back and enjoy the cool urban
views—oh, and paddle of course.

LAZE ON THE RIVER
Downstream from the Highland
Lakes, the Colorado River in Bastrop
winds through a quiet stretch of
Texas  Blackland Prairie that makes
for relaxing paddling. Forests and
pastures line the river. and several
sandbarsand islands provide overnight
camping stops between Webberville
Park and Columbus. Avoid camping on
the riverbanks though, as almost all of
them are private property.

WATCH JAWS

ON THE WATER

Even in the tame waters of Lake Tra-
vis, it’s easy to feel on edge when John
Willinms’ score for Jows starts. That
adrenaline rush is why movie-lovers
head to Alamo Drafthouse’s annual
Jaws on the Water events at Volente
Beach in Austin. Each viewer gets a
keepsake tube (o float in while a giant
screen plays the 1975 Spielberg clas-
sic. To keep things interesting. scuba
divers have been known to pinch and
tickle unsuspecting audience mem-
bhers underwater., Check website for
dates. drafthouse.com

PARK IT AT A WATERPARK
Whether you seek out the most har-
rowing, jaw-dropping slides or enjoy
the chill vibe of a lazy river, Texas
waler parks offer something for ev-
eryone. There are also cool times to he
found at Typhoon Texas in Katy, Great
Wolf Lodge in Grapevine, Six Flags

Photos: © Kenny Braun



Six Flags Hurricane Harbor in Arling-
ton, and Wet "N’ Wild Splashtown in El
Paso. With its 70 acres of tube chutes.
slides, and pools. the original Schlitter-
bahn in New Braunfels isa Texassum-
mertime rite of passage. Water-sport
enthusiasts might find a refreshing
challenge in wakeboarding parks like
BSR Cable Park in Waco and Texas Ski
Ranch in New Braunfols.

Scuba-diving, often associated with
tropical destinations, is possible (and

fun!) in Texas. In East Texas. Ath-
ens Scuba Park features a dive shop
for equipment and training courses
on everything from rescue diving to
night diving, and 35 sunken wrecks
to discover in both an indoor pool and
an outdoor manmade lake. At Flower
Garden Banks National Marine Sanc-
tuary. with the help of a dive charter
company, you'll experience a varicty of
sea life as vou delve into the depths of
the Gulf of Mexico 100 miles offshore.
athensscubapark.com: flowergarden

NOa.gon

SAN ANGEL
LILIES

[t might seem odd ta find water lilies in
arid West Texas, but in San Angelo’s
Civic League Park, seven raised ponds

display hundreds of varieties. The plants

are the life work of Ken Landon, who has

traveled the world collecting seeds of
rare lilies, many of which are now extinct

in their native countries. Celebrate the

internationalwaterlif yeo llection.com

blooms at San Angelo Lilyfest on Sept. 15.

DIVE IN

Canyou truly experience

summerin Texasifyou dort
swim ina soring fed swim-
ming hale? Some of our
tavorites include San Sclo-
mon Springsin ¥est Texas,
Barton Springs in Aus-
tin, Blue Hole in VWimber-
ley, Fort Clark Springs in
Brackettville, and Hancock
Springsin Lampasas.

GHEER ON
CANOERS

With 260 miles of paddling
in the relentless summer
heat, the Texas Water Sa-
fari is knovin as ‘the world's
toughest cance race.” Start-
ing June 9. competitors have
four days and four hours to
navigate the San Marcos
River's racky hazards, rapids,
portages, and soillways from
the headwaters in San Mar-
cos to the shrimping town of
Seadrifton the Texas coast.

texa_wfa\_‘ersa}%ri_mg

PADDLE-
BOARD
ON LAKE
MARBLE
FALLS

Jolly Rodgers Paddle Co.
offers a sublime stand-up
paddleboarding experience
an the sparkling waters of
Lake Marble Falls. Once
you get the hang of it. head
out for cne of the rental
company's frequent spe-
cial events. “Dive In Movie
Nights” feature classics like
The Sandiot for viewers
floating in the lake.
Jollyrodgersty.com
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Sltuated along the souihern reach of the Daws Mountams—one of the largest and weﬂeﬁ

mountam ranges in tha stafe—-tha 2,709- acm Daws Muurrtams State Park is a Tav 'rite _

HOP ABOARD
THE IVORY BILL

J_\p.ﬂrlane East Te

s of the Blg Thlcket Na.—
tional Preserve. The covered
pontoon boat explores the di
verse flora and fauna of the

10 degrees cooler than hi
ing the bottomlands on fooi.

Hiking Guadalupe Moun-
tains National Park is a nice
* hat " i

you ll see when entering thn
park driving north from Van
Guadalupe
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TO WRITE
Don’t let the kids have all
the fun this summer. Relive
the glorious days of sloppy
joes, bunk beds, and camp-
fires with a stay at Camp No
Counselors. Part of a nation-
wide chain, the Texas ver-
sion of this adult camp ta
place in Hunt, along the sce-
nic Guadalupe Riwv
wde-school camp. ac-
s include archery, arts

but with grown-up twists li
a Bloody Mary bar at break
fast. “Camp No Counselors




voga classes, 20- to 85-mile cycling
lrips, runs, and hikes of various
levels of difficulty. Lest you think
it's all a grueling, sweat-soaked af-
fair, fun outings like viewing the
Marfa Lights and swimming in
San Solomon Springs at Balmorhea
State Park arc also on the schedule.
Jilnesscamp.org

VISIT AN LCRA PARK

Eistablished in Depression-era Texas.
the Lower Colorado River Author-
ity operates 41 parks encompassing
more than 11,000 acres—from the
Cedar Point Recreation Area along
the north shore of Lake Buchanan
to the isolated beaches of Matagor-
da Bay Nature Park. which offers
guided horseback riding, beach-
combing, and birding. The legendary
Highland Lakes—Inks, Buchanan.

GLIDE IN WEST TEXAS sl G he Bsioat e

See Marfa’s breathtaking desert landscape from a whele new perspective by hopping on summer sun. The biggest of the col-
one of Marfa Gliders' aircrafts, Make an appointment online to ride shotgun and enjoy the lection, Lake Buchanan, offers nice
view while a certified pilot takes the wheel. flygliders.com pebble beaches on its western shore,

perfectly primed for swimming,
water skiing, canoeing, and wind-
surfing. lera.org

was created to give adults a chance to step
away Irom their lives at work and home, and
get in touch with the tun of being kids again,
along with the fun parts of being an adult,”
says Dave Kushner, vice president of commu-
nity engagement, Who knows? You might
find a pen pal or develop a lifelong friend-
ship with your bunkmates. Upcoming scs-
sions run May 10-13, and Oct. 5-8 and 11-14.
campnocounselors.com

TAKE YOUR FITNESS

TO NEW HEIGHTS

Not for the faint of heart, the Davis Moun-
tains Fiiness and Training Camp whips
amateur athletes into shape over the
course of a week in August. Every sum-
mer, about 100 fitness enthusiasts gather
at Prude Ranch to partake in a wide range Visit an LCRA paik
of daily activities, like carly-morning

Photos: © Laurence Parenl (left); © Erich Schlegel May zois 51
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EAT YOUR MV
THROUGH WE
BARBECUE
CAPITAL m"
TEXAS

Lockhart is home to three of Texas

most legendary barbecue joints:
Kreuz Market (go for the sau-
sage. stay for the smoky pork :
chops), Black's BBQ (dinosaur
besfrib, anyone?). and Smitty’s

Market (lines__ﬂﬁrm_'Forat_aste;cf Gz
its shoulder clod. brisket, hot links,:

and pork ribs). Why not try all
three in a day? lockhartc hamber
com/pagav’bchapuabﬁexas

e

TRY A PINA PREPARADA
las preparadas satisfy your inner
child, but you might think twice about
rving one to a kid. The South Texas
specialties feature a hollowed-out
pineapyple filled with a variety of fruits,
gummy hears, sour worms, and other
candies, all sprinkled with a dusting
of chili-lime powder, then filled with

Topo Chico or malt liquor. Its bra:
ingredients and liberal use of sugar
* temptation that’s
worth the mdul{.{ence Try one in Lar-

edo at La Laguna or Picca Dilly’s.

FILL UP AT A FOOD HALL

Following a trend in cities like Atlanta
and Sealtle. food halls are popping up
across T . These convivial food
courts feature several vendors in a
large, shared space serving varied cui-
sines—like a mess hall but with more
pizzazz (and a bar). The Bottling De-
partment at The Pearlin San Antonio

Black's BBQ

features burgers by Fletcher's and
doughnuts by Maybelle’s; Fareground
in Austin dishes out tacos by Dai Due
and pretzels from Easy Tiger: Conser-
vatory in Houston serves up poke and
pizza

set to open later this yea

Market in Dallas has ev

s: Will van Overbeok (k




seafood to macarons. hottlingdept.com;
Sfaregroundaustin.com: conservatoryhix
comy dallasfarmersmarket.orgfthe-market

IMBIBE IN THE

HILL COUNTRY

Brew buffs will find much to love at
award-winning Hill Country brew-
eries like Real Ale Brewing Co. in
Blanco, Twisted X Brewing in Drip-
ping Springs. Pecan Street Brew-
ing in Johnson City, and Seguin
Brewing Company in Seguin. The
Hill Country Craft Beer Trail ol-
fers five different shuttles for a safe
and fun way to experience it all.
hillcountrycraftheertrail.com

DRINK A

DR PEPPER FLOAT

As you tour the Dr Pepper Museum
in Waco and delve into the history
of this homegrown Texas soda,
vou might find yourself salivating.
Lucky for you. the museum’s Frosty’s
Soda Shop serves everything from
chili dogs to ice cream sundaes. But
nothing heats an old-fashioned float.
made with hand-pumped Dr Pepper
and a scoop of Blue Bell vanilla ice
cream. drpeppermuseunt.com

YOUR OWN TEXAS FRUIT

Summier in Texas means farm-fresh fruits will be ripe for the picking. Since

1982, Texans have been picking their own blueberries at Blueberry Hill

Farms in Edom. At Sweet Berry Farms in Marble Falls, blackberries should

be ready for harvest in May, while peaches and nectarines at Sweet Eats

Fruit Farm in Granger ripen late May through August.

blueberryhilffarms.com; sweetberryfarm.com: sweeteats.com

Blueberry Hill Farm's
Blueberry Streusel Muffins
Yield: one dozen

Muffins:

1/3 cup sugar

1/4 cup butter or margarine,
softened

1eqg, beaten

2 1/3 cups all-purpose flour

4 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. salt

1 cup milk

1tsp. vanilla extract

11/2 cups fresh or frozen

blueberries

In a mixing bowl, cream to-
gether sugar and butter. Add

egg; mix well. Combine flour,

baking powder, and salt; add
to creamed mixture alternately
with milk. Stir in varilla. Fold in
blueberries. Fill 12 greased or
paper-lined muffin cups two-

thirds full.

Streusel:

1/2 eup sugar

1/3 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 tsp. ground cinnamaon

1/4 cup butter or margarine
[n a small bowl, combine sugar,
flour, and cinnamon; cut in
butter until crumbly, then
sprinkle mixture over muffins,
Bake at 375 degrees for 25 to
30 minutes or until browned;
test with toothpick.
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SHAKE
UP THE
S0T0L

If Desert Door has
anything to say about
it, sotol will someday
be to Texas what bour-
benis to Kentucky. The
Driftwood-based dis-
tillery, which opened in
December, crafts sotol
From the ubiguitous
West Texas plant of the
sarna name. Take a Lour,
take hame a bottle, and
try this recipe:

Desert Door Paloma
Ingredients:
2 oz Desert Door
Original Sotol
34 oz, fresh
grapefruit juice
1/2 oz, fresh lime juice
1/4 vz agave nectar

Splash ef
grapefruit soda

Directions:
Combine all ingredients
except sada into shaker,
Add ice and shake vig-

arously for 8-10 secands,

then fine strain in a rocks
glass with fresh ice, and
top with soda. Garnish
with a grapefruit wheel,
desertdoor.cam
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GRAPE STOMP

In a classic episode of | Love Lucy, our favorite comedic heroine visits a vineyard for some

barefoot grape-stomping, only to get into a juicy skirmish with an angry local. In Fredericks-
burg, Becker Vineyards pays homage with its annual Lucy and the Italian Woman Costume

Contest (Sept. 2), the culmination of two weekends of grape-stomping, beckervineyards.com

TOUR THE BLUE BELL CREAMERY

Blue Bell fans travel from all over to see the making of their
favorite ice cream. At The Little Creamery in Brenham, vis-
itors can watch the manufacturing process from an ohser-
vation deck while attendants narrale and provide fun facts,
and then check out the Visitors Center toread up on the com-
pany’s history and see artifacts. The self-guided tours con-
clude with $1 scoops from the parlor. In addition to regular
favorites, the creamery also serves special flavors like Milk
n’ Cookies and Cake Batler. bluebell.com

INDULGE IN INNOVATIVE ICE CREAM

Sure, vanilla, choeolate, and rocky road satisfy—Dbut a crop of
upstartice cream shops are pushing the cup and cone with new
adventurous flavors, Sample the slightly spicy strawlepeiio
from Melt Ice Creams in Fort Worth, blucherry lavender
from The Latest Scoop in San Angelo, Rice Krispie treat
from A La Mode Gelateria in Corpus Christi, duck fal car-
amel from Heritage Creamery in Waco, and roasted heets
and fresh mint from Lick Honest Ice Creams in Austin and
San Antonio. melticecreams.com: latestscoopicecream.com; alam
odegelateria.com; heritagecreamery.com; ilikelick.com

Lick Honest Ice Creams Bhotes: © Liric W, Fohl,

Clark Crenshaw (right]




GAZE AT THE STARS

It may still be warm when the sun goes down, but nighttime activities offer,

a welcome reprieve from the blazing sun. George Observatory in Needville,

".only open on Saturdays, has three telescopes for public useand a planetarium v,

JI; ‘with educational exhibits. The University of Texas McDonald Observatory o '
igh up in the Davis Mountains offers daytime tours, solar viewings, and

- Jstar parties. hmns.org/george-observatory; medonaldobservatory.org

Y

Laguna Madre and

hundreds of kites soaring

over the Gulf of Mexico. Pick
ful kite from the
available at B&S

Kites or rent a kiteboard from

a local

tional Ge

ion: Some

ol for cating an
while others cons
be sacred.

In Galveston, Moody Gardens’
45-minute Penguin Encoun-
ter gran

n area, par-

information about conserva-
tion, fraining, and hiolo;
you can alv
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TAKE voURSELF
"0UT T0 THE
- BALL GAME

World 5 winning Hous
et this sum=

river at Dr Pepper Ballpark !

Frisco RoughRic

view of the Gulf of Mexico at Corpu:
Chiis rWl'lataburc_]er FleIcI

SPRAY PAINT A

CAR AT THE VW

S5LUG BUG RANCH

An homage to the more famous
Cadillac Ranch just 35 miles east,
this quirky roadside attraction on
Interstate 40 outside of Amarillo
touts five Volkswagen Beetles planted
nose-down in the dirt. In some ways,
it’s better than its Cadillac cousin:
fewer people, lower profile, and more
room Lo spray paint with abandon,

56 tcxashighways.com

BEAT THE CHRISTMAS RUSH
Summer Christmas shopping might
sound crazy. but come November
vou'll be patting yourself on the back.
In Laredo, the Sister Cities Festival
features more than 180 vendors from
Mexico (and sometimes China, Aus-
tralia, Argentina, and Spain) selling
handmade items ranging from leather
goods to jewelry to pottery. The free,
three-day shopping extravaganza has
been around for 16 years and runs July
13-15 this year. visitlaredo.com

HEAD UNDERGROUND

Halfway between San Antonio and
Big Bend National Park off Interstate

ENCOUNTER
ELEPHANTS

Last year, the Houston Zoo
renovated its McMair Asian
Elephant Habitat, adding a
7,000-square-foot barn and
boardwalk with unobstructed
views of the pachyderms bath-
ing in their new 160,000-gallon
pool. Summer also brought a
new baby elephant, Joy. Now’s
the ideal time to visit and learn
about these highly intelligent
animals. houstonzoo.org

10, the Caverns of Sonorais a prime lo-
caletohide from the blazing Texas sun
thissummer. Keep in mind: While the
temperature 155 feet below the surface
is 72 degrees year-round, high humid-
ity levels mean il can feel more like 85.
CGT)E’F‘TLSOJ%O'ROT‘(I.GG?H

WATCH THE SUNSET
FROM A TREEHOUSE
Cypress Valley Canopy Tours opencd
in Spicewood in 1999 as the first zip-line
canopy tour in the continental United
States. Nestled high above a creck, Cy-
press Valley'stwo-bedroom “Nest”isan
ideal sanctuary for families. “There’s
something ahout heing off the ground,
when you're up in a tree.” co-owner
David Beilharz explains, “whether it’s
some instinctive monkey evolution or
it’s feeling like The Swiss Family Robin-
son.” eypressvalleycanopytours.com

REMEMBER—AND
REIMAGINE—THE ALAMO
“What if you could stand where
Davy Crockelt defended the Alamo
and could hear the story about how
he wound up there?” asks Michael
McGar. president of augmented-
reality production company Imag-
ine Virtua. Thanls to the combined
efforts of coders, artists, and a half-
dozen historians, you don’t have to
wonder anyvmore.

Imagine Virtua debuted its free
Alamo Reality app in March, offering

Pheto: Michael Amador



users the chance to interact with the
hallowed historical site in a new way.
At 14 gites on the Alamo grounds, the
app recognizes your location and dis-
plays 3-D digital images of what the
location looked like in 1836. the year
of the Alamo battle. including various
characters that would have been pres-
ent. At each location, the app also pro-
vides decper historical context, inter-
preting the sites as they would have
appeared when occupied by Native

WATGH THE
BATS TAKE
FLIGHT

As if summoned by a

dinner bell, millions of

bats spiral out of their
dark homes across Texas

Americans and then the Spanish. every summer night—a

“You can be engaged on your phone
and share it with the people around

spectacular show ifyou
know where to look.
Mere than 15 million
Mexican free-tailed bats
make Bracken Cave near
San Antonio the world's
largest such colany. In

vou and still be in the moment,” says
Leslie Komet Aushurn of Imagine
Virtua. *Theappis designed to elevate
the experience.” alamoreality.com

Austin, Congress
Avenue Bridge is home
to more than 1.5 million.

batcon.org/bracken:

batcon.arg/congress

SEE THE
SUNFLOW-
ERS SHINE

ALONG 1-35

From May ta Octaber,
youTe likely to withess the
golden glow of sunflowers
when driving along Texas

highways. More often

than not, the flowers are

part of crops harvested
for their seeds. The sun-
flowers along Interstate 35
near Hillshore often draw
admirers, but keep in mind
Caverns of Sonora e RAEs ) ;. : - tE!E ﬁe.l‘ds'a-re o i ‘
. pl‘:ualte p;oferty: f\‘.

Photos, clockwize from top: i@ Larry Ditro, © Theresa DiMenno, @ Laurence Parent May 2018 57



WATCH A MUSICAL IN
THE NATION'S SECOND-
LARGEST CANYORN

Every summer for more than five de-
cades, Palo Duro Canyon has sei the
stage for TEXAS!, an outdoor musical
chronicling the Native Americans
who called this Panhandle wonder
home and the pioneers who settled it.
It's theater for the people, but more
than anvthing. it depicts the drama
of frontier history in a sefting like
no other. Shows run June 1-Aug. 18.
texas-show.com

SEE THE SEA TURTLES

The Gull Coast is preparing for sum-
mer's most welcome guests: tiny
Kemp's ridley sea turtle hatchlings.
While most of the endangered turtles’
nests are protected from public view,
well-timed tourists can witness a re-
lease from Malaguite Beach in [ront
of the Padre Island National Sea-
shore Visitor Center from mid-June
through August. nps.gov/pais

GET COUNTRY ON THE 4TH
In Austin, the red-headed stranger
refurns io Circuil of The Americas for
the 45th annual Willie Nelson’s 4th
of July Picnic, a full day of country
music old and new. Meanwhile at
Kerrville's Louise Hays Parlk, Robert
Earl Keen's Fourth on the River
olfers free live music and the largest
fireworks display in the Hill Country.
thecircuit.com; kerrvilles4th.org

-

SAY WHAT?

Houston's Comicpalooza attracts more than
40,000 attendees for all things comic books, sci-fi,
anime, gaming, and pop culture. This year's event,

May 25-27, promises star power from the likes of
Edward James Olmos, Jimmie Walker (dy-no-
mite!). and Orlando Jones. comicpalooza.com

58 texashighways.com Phato: @ Erich Schlegel



In most places, to be called "mosquito legs” would be consid-

ered an insult. But skinny stems are prize-worthy in Clute, home
of the Great Texas Mosquito Festival (and its Mosquito Legs
competition). The 38th annual event, July 26-28, celebrates the
summer nuisance in style with three days of events, including
carnival rides, the mosquito chase (s 5K race), barbecue and fa-
jita cookoffs, horseshoe and washer throwing tournaments, and
games. Live entertainment caps off each evening with the likes
of Jack Ingram and Rodney Atkins. The buzziest sight is the
Mosquito Calling competition, in which contestants vie to sum-
mon the biggest bloodsucker. “It definitely put us on the map,”
says Clute Visitors Bureau Director Angel Cowley. “We've em-

HONOR JUNETEENTH
Celebrated on June 19, the June-
teenth holiday memorializes the day
in 1865 when word of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation—signed two-and-
half yvears earlier—(inally reached
Texas. (Galveston celebrates with a
reading of the Proclamation at the
Ashton Villa. Houston’s Emancipa-
tion Park is home to one of the old-
est Juneteenth festivities in the
South—daling to 1872—with pa
rades. church choirs, and vendors.
galveston.com; visithousiontexas.com

CATCH A CLASSIC

MOVIE ON THE SILVER
SCREEN IN EL PASO
Celebrate the magic and nostalgia
of cinema at the Plaza Classic Film
Festival (Aug. 2-12), which screens

anarray of films in downtown El Pa-
s0's beautifully restored Plaza The-
atre, Don’t be surprised if you spy a
few famous faces while you're there:
in previous vears, celebrities like Al
Pacino and Debbie Reynolds have
attended screenings of their classic
hits. plazaclassic.com

GET SANDY IN
GALVESTON

‘Whai kind of sandeastle would a pro-
fessional architect build? Find out on
Aug. 25 when more than 60 teams of
architects, designers, engineers, and
contractors dig in for Galveston’s an-
nual ATA Sandcastle Competition.
Thisisn't your average sandcastle con-
test—teams often spend months devel-
oping a design plan before taking to
the heach. aichousion.org

braced it.” mosquitofestival com

AlA Sandcastle
Competition

SOW THE SEEDS OF SUMMER

L uling will serve up a juicy slice of summer during its annual Wa-
termelon Thump, June 21-24. Held since 1954, the festival draws
an estimated 30,000 visitars to the small town for live music, a
parade, car rally, carnival, and of course, watermelons—topped off
with a seed-spilting contest, watsrmelonthump.com

Piiptor € Larry Ditto

LOOK TO THE SKY IN
LONGVIEW

Now ir its 41st year, the Great Texas Balloon Race (July 27-29)
attracts some of the best balloon pilots in the world to race for
the title during the day;_evenihgs are filled with live concerts and
a spectacular balloon glow. greattexasbafloonrace.com
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 FROLIC WITH
SEALIFE -

+ Discover rnagrii*i:_errl _.underwa- :
ter worlds at the s'pi__a:tar.ﬂ]_ar_—and'_

“ air-canditioned—Texas State __A_q'uari-'
um in Corpus Christi. The expansive
facility diéplay; all manner of marine
life, from sharks and Fla.mingos to
river otters and dolphins; wit'h:sp'e:ia! |
programs that involve feeding and
and educational programs led by staf
members. texasst‘ateaquatiym.prg } 5

Pl

interacting with some of the animals ry :

. - “ A
- — -

GRAE A DRINK IN PORT A

Less than a year after Hurricane
Harvey ravaged the Gulf Coast, Port
Aransas is ready to welcome bhack
tourists for the summer. While re-
covery work remains, many of the
town’s businesses have already re-
opened, including Shorty’s Place—
the self-proclaimed “oldest and friend-

60 texashighways.com

liest bar in Port Aransas™—and the
pirate-themed Gaff Bar, home of the
belt sander races. shortysportaransas
.com; gotothegaff.com

STAY AT A VINTAGE
SUMMER RETREAT

A stay at Alpine’s Antclope Lodge
feels like stepping into a sepia-toned
Big Bend postcard. While it still caters
to travelers who like its rustic charm,
this 1949 motor court relic has been
refreshed after a new owner took over
this year. New linens, appliances, a
renovated lobby, updated plumbing,
and improved Wi-Fi add comfort
while retaining the lodge’s midcentu-
rv character. antelopelodge.com

ADMIRE ART IN HOUSTON

Houston's cultural abundance man-
ifests itself in the Houston Museum
District, home to a whopping 19

museums across 9 square miles.
With its location in the heart of the
city, the district allows visitors—it
saw 6.5 million last year—to truly
experience the diversity Houston
has to offer.

The institutions are divided into
four walkable and cyclable zones:
Those with kids in tow might enjoy
Zone 4, which includes the Houston
Zoo and the Children’s Museum of
Houston; aesthetes should head to
Zone 3, where the Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston and the Contempo-
rary Arts Muscum Houston are sta-
tioned; and history buffs will find
much to learn in Zone 2, home of the
Buffalo Soldiers National Museum,
Holocaust Museum Houston, and
Czech Center Museum Houston.

Houston Museum District Execu-
tive Director Julie Farr has a special
fondness for Zone 1, which includes

Phote: © Kenny Braun



the Menil Collection, Rothko Chap-
el, and the Houston Center for Pho-
tography. “I like to call Zone 1 a ‘low
er vour blood pressure’ atmosphere.”
Farr says. “It's very calm and peace-
ful; you'll see families picnicking,
people taking wedding photos, and
dogs chasing Frishees.” howmuse.ory

COOL OFF WITH THE
GRANDEST OF HISTORIES
The Bullock Texas State History
Museum’s permancnlt exhibits—the
7th-century La Belle ship and the
original Goddess of Liberty statue,
for example—are always worth a vis-
it. Bul the museum introduces new
opportunities for learning this sum-
mer with special exhibitions Rodeo!
and Comanche Motion. When you get
vour fill of history, the giant, dark,
and chilly IMAX theater is a worthy
respite, thestoryoftexas.com

LEARN HOW TO SWING
DANCE AT GRUENE HALL
Grab your dancing shoes and head to
Texas™ oldest continually operaling
dance hall. which this summer hosts

Phatos: @ Erich Schlegel: Michael Amador

Gruene Hall

Two Ton Tuesdays June 5-Aug. 14.
Before the country music starls (cour-
tesy of San Anlonio band Two Tons
of Steel), the venue offers one-hour
swing-dancing lessons so you can
hrush up on your hoot-scootin® skills.
gruenchall.com

JASTE WIT
T$

If you're looking for a tough workout
this class isn't for you. But if you nieed
an |nstagram-worthy moment and a
good laugh. goat yoga definitely de-
ii‘v’L“rS. SG'\’el'al '_'v['UdH.JS' 'alTIan tljem
GOGA Goat Yoga in Austin, Goat
Yoga Houston, Texas Hill Country
Goats & Yoga, and Goat Yoga Rich-
ardson—have joined the trend of add-
ing goats into yoga classes because of
the animal’s anxiety-reducing effect.
As class members practice sun salu-
tations, baby goats are free to climb
on top of peaple, chase each other,
and even nap on the mats. goga.yoga;
gaatyagahouston.com: nuluvgoatmifk
products.com/qoat-yoga; goatyogarich

ardson.com

Enjoy the view fram the
tap of these city tow-
ers. At Dallas’ Reunion
Tower, a 470-foot ob-
servation deck with tele-
scopes and high-defi-
nition zoom cameras
provides panoramic
views. In San Antonio,
check out the ity fram
the 750-foot observa-
tion deck and the re-
valving Chart House
Restaurant at Tower
of the Americas. Travel
34 floorsin the glass el-
evator of the Hyatt Re-
gency Houston to get ta
Spindletop, a revalving
restaurant that shows oft
the glittering metropolis,
reuniontower.com; tower
oftheamericas.com; hous
ton.regency.hyatt.com

FIND ZEN
IN AN ART
MUSEUM

Stay cool in crow pose
ata museum yoga class.
At the Blanton Mu-
seum of Artin Austin,
Longview Museum of
Fine Arts, San Angelo
Museum of Fine Arts,
and the Amon Carter
Museum of American
Artin Fort Worth, mix
stretching with creative
inspiration and con-
templation. After class,
youre invited to enjoy

theart. L
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Driving along US 290 west to Fredericksburg from
Johnson City, I'm struck by how much the roadside
scenery has changed in two decades. In my mind’s eye,
I can see those primitive stands selling local peaches,
weathered signs promoting Lhe upcoming county fair,
and an occasional old larmhouse amidst vistas of wild-
flowers. Back then, Fredericksburg’s renown rested
on its beauty, B&Bs, German heritage, and shopping
on Main Street. Today, there’s all that and more: Vine-
yvards, winery tasting rooms, boutiques, restaurants,
and shops have brought new energy to Frederickshurg,
I think how much our early girlfriend getaways would
have benefited from such luxuries: I clearly remember
an old roomie of mine pining for a mocha latte and a spa
day when we were here about 20 years ago, and I wish
she could see today’s 'redericksburg.

Just as I enter the city limits, I note the beautiful Hill
Country Universily Center, where Texas Tech Univer-
sity offers viticulture and winemaking education. Soon
I'm marveling at the proliferalion of new and old build-
ings housing bistros, coftee bars. art galleries, and herb
apothecaries. I spy the occasional shop offering T-shirts,
fudge, and German beer steins, but altogether I find a
more sophisticated Fredericksburg. What really mat-
ters, though, is this: While the town is most famous for
itsrich German heritagde, it has grown into an invigorat-
ing destination for all of the pleasures found in the heart
of the Hill Country. whether I'm visiting with my mom
and sisters. closest pals, or my hushand.

Tasting room ambassador Alan Dean serves up smiles
and wine at Becker Yineyards; Woerner Warehouse makes
antiquers’ dreams come true; tiny pastries at Das Peach Haus.

terashighways. com
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Fredericksburg, the seat of Gillespie
County, lies at the center ol the Hill
Country wine region, which is a sig-
nificant driver in the exploding Texas
wine industry. Just a short drive from
downtown Frederickshurg, wine tour-
ists find more than 50 wineries and
vineyards, and in Gillespic County
alone, the count is nearly 30 wineries.
Nearly all of them offer tasting rooms,
and about 10 have satellite tasting
rooms downtown, On Main Streef, my
hushand and I wander into the new-
est addition to {he so-called “Urbhan
Wine Trail.,” Becker Vineyards’ tast-
ing room in a smartly renovated for
mer Buick dealership showroom. The

0000

Fredericksburg,
THE SEAT OF GILLESPIE
COUNTY, LIES AT THE
CENTER OF THE HILL
COUNTRY WINE
REGION, WHICH IS A
SIGNIFICANT DRIVER IN
THE EXPLODING TEXAS
WINE INDUSTRY.

eye-catching design elements. particu-
larly the repurposed parts, accessories,
and service signage in a curved retro
style, malke the space distinctive.

Becker has been making wine al its
winery southeast of Frederickshurg
since the mid-1990s, and with the open-
ing ofa Main Street tasting room, it’s cas-
ier than ever for fans to explore its many
styles. Asisthe caseatalmost every tast-
ing room in the world. guests have the
option to try a flight of small pours. Al
Becker, a lovely piece of Riedel erystal
stemware is included in the tasting fee
{$20 for six wines) as a souvenir. Instead
of bellying up to the long tasting bar, we
sit at a vintage wooden community table
to savor a full glass. I've chosen the 2014
Raven, a robust, spicy-fruity blend of
petit verdot and malbec grapes that re-
cently claimed a double gold medal at
the San Francisco Chronicle Wine Com-
petition; my hushand enjoys his pick.
the 2015 Prairie Cuvée, a Rhone-style
white blend that won a silver medal at
the same competition. While we sip, T
check out the retail area, an assemblage
of old wooden crates and barrels filled
with must-haves such as chic wine cool-
ers and products made with lavender
grown on the Becker estate.

Main Street still buzzes with beer
lovers, and Fredericksburg Brewing
Company, which opened in 1994, has
never heen more popular. The brew
house, restaurant, and retail shop fill
the ground level of a restored 1890s
limestone huilding, and there’s a B&B
upstairs. The beer menu changes reg-
ularly. so you can (ry something new
on each visit. whether it’'s the pop-
ular Honey Cream Ale, made with
local honey: or the hoppy. British-style
Harper Valley IPA. Frederickshurg's
status as a heer town will soar to new
heights later this year, when Alistadt
Brewery opens its 120-acre Bavarian
village shownplace with a beer garden
and reslaurant. The copper rool over
Altstadt’s main hrewery and its giant
silos are alrecady eye-catching sights
on US 290 just east of town. The three
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beers brewed here include the
malty, caramel-colored alt:
a light, clean-tasting lager:
and the crisp, hoppy kolsch.
All are already popular picks
throughout the Hill Country
and in Austin, San Antonio,
Waco, and College Station.

It's an casy shot from Alt-
stadt to the hamlet of Hye,
home to (Garrison Brothers
Distillery. where bourbon is
handmade in small batches
and hand-bottled right on the
ranch. After a hay-wagon ride
to see the bourbon-making pro-
cess, we sample a selection of
heady barrel-aged creations in
the log cabin that serves as tast-
ing room and welcome center.

Although the distillery and
breweries make solid alterna-
tives to wine Louring, make no
mistake—wine-wandering
rules as the favorite I'reder-
icksburg pastime. On weckends, it’s
a good idea to sign up with an orga-
nized tour or check whether specific
wineries require reservations. (There
arc nearly 20 Frederickshurg-based
wine touring companies providing
guides and transportation.) Knowing
that crowds can be daunting, we heed
wise locals’ advice and keep our tour-
ing to a weekday.

At Grape Creck Vineyards, a

15-minute drive from the center of

town. the motto is “winc isa pleasure,
not a party.” On Saturdays. when
crowds surge throughout the area,
Grape Creek limits tour groups and
excludes limo tours entirely. Pulling
onto the property, we climb a hill that
ultimately reveals a spread of vine-
vards and an asscmblage of stone
huildings evoking the look and leel
of Tuscany. We join guests aboard a
tram that takes us across the estate
to the winemaking facilities, where
we barrel-sample wines in various
stages of the aging process. Next,
we walk through the crushing and

66  rtoxushighways com

fermenting areas before tasting
gix wines from a list of nearly
20 choices, including the spicy
petite syrah, which is my favor-
ite. Our guide, a symphony con-
ductor who moonlights at Grape
Creck, offers such an informa-
tive, enterfaining commentary
that many guests buy bottles to
take home,

A distinctive wine-tasting
experience appeals to us at
Kuhlman Cellars in Stonewall,
roughly 20 minutes east of
downtown Fredericksburg.
Flower and herb gardens
surround a pair of gray-and-
white contemporary buildings,
one with a rooftop patio.
We've arranged to cxperience
Kuhlman's “Signature Pairing,”
a guided wine-and-food pairing,
Our sommelier educates Lhe
cight of us through tastes of live

Ottos German Bistro
SITSIN THE MIDDLE OF TOWN IN A SIMPLE
WHITE COTTAGE NEAR THE TOWN'S VISITCR CENTER
AND ACRQOSS THE STREET FROM THE EXCEPTIONAL
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE PACIFIC WAR,
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Kuhlman wines, each coupled with
a two-hite appetizer. Chef Chris Cook
changes the pairings according lo the
season: ours included the comhbo of 2016
Hensell, a salmon-hued, French-style
rose made with mourvédre grapes
grown in the Texas High Plains,
matched with a tiny taco filled with
black beans and spicy chicken. After
the tasting, everyvone's welcome
to enjoy another glass on the patio
or in the airy tasting room. where
natural light spills through windows
overlooking the 7-acre property.

L 4 *

Though a few of the older German
restaurants remain in Fredericks-
burg, my lavorite dining experience
in town may be the modern interpre-
tation of that cuisine at Oito’s Ger-
man Bistro. Otto’s sits in the middle of
town in a simple white cottage near the

town’s visitor center and across the
street from the excepiional National
Museum of the Pacific War. Sipping a
cocktail called the Jurgen—made with
rye, a fruily vermouth, toasted barley
liqueur, and walnut bitters—I study
the quirky knickknacks on a shelf
ahove the har, including a 1950s clock
radio, a vintage french fry slicer, and
4 small Electrolux vacuum cleaner.
Our dinner starts with rustic German
bread, butter, and beet jam then con-
tinues with duck schnitzel over spél-
zle, as well as gnoechi stuffed with ri-
cotta and sage and tossed with roasted
butternut squash and leafy greens.
Another evening, we perch on stools
Jook-
ing School, inside Fischer & Wieser's

al the Culinary Adventure

Das Peach Haus, for a cooking class
with John DeMers. DeMers is a chef,
instructor, and the author of several
cookbooks. and it’s great fun to share

Opposite: Blackchalk Home and Laun-
dry sells housewares and décor from
around the world; a wholesome brunch
at Otto's. Above: Blackchall's eafé
offers salads and light fare to re-
energize after antiquing; Garrison
Brothers Distillery in nearby Hye makes
bourbon and offers spirited tours.

e
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an evening of wine tasting with
food pairings. On this night. De-
Mers serves up his usual amusing
discourse alongside delicious and
finely crafted dishes of serrano ham
and Manchego cheese appelizers,
meatball-artichoke soup. poached
cod. and heef tenderloin, all accom-
panied hy delicious wines.

* L 4

Fine oil paintings and bronze sculp
tures figure among Fredericks-
burg’s souvenirs today. though you

be66¢
Fine oil paintings

AND BRONZE
SCULPTURES FIGURE
AMONG FREDERICKSBURG'S
SOUVENIRS TODAY,
THOUGH YOU CAN
STILL FIND BEER STEINS
AND SPANGLED
JEWELRY.

can still find beer steins and spangled
jewelry. The handsome Schwarz Build-
ing on Main Streel, a 1900-era rock
structure that once held a dry goods
store, now houses the elegant InSight
Gallery, displaying heautifullandscapes.
wildlife-focused works, and Woest-
ern-themed pieces. But my favorite gal-
lerics and shops take me off Main Street,
southward along Lincoln Street.

Out front at a shop called Blackchallk
Home and Laundry, a heavy-duly com-
mercial laundry press speaks to the
century-old building’s former use.
And inside, the colorful assortment
of handpainted dishes [rom Turkey.
handmade wooden tables from Texas
artisans, Italian lamps, and contem-
porary light fixtures from around the
world make me want to live in the
store. Across the street at Woerner
Warehouse, there are light lixtures
lashioned from old windmill hlades.
chandeliers cralted from old chicken
teeders. battered lockers made into ar-
moires, and lots of shabhy-chic French
bedding. (A café here serves a satisfying
Tuscan cobb salad, among other light
dishes.) Next door, Carol Hicks Bolton
Antigitités brims with distressed doors,
cabinels, wrought-iron patio tahles, and
washlubs, along with hooks, heds, fabh-
almost all of

rics, and old milk hottles
the inventory French.

¢+ L
After such indulgences, my body and
soul beg for downtime. That’s an easy
fix ai Nature's Spa. among many rea
sons to visit Fredericksburg Herb
Farm. In the couples’ massage room,
my husband and I enjoy treatments
incorporating herb-infused essen-
tial oils made on-site. Afterward, we
gip herbal tea in a relaxation room
and summon the will to return to our
hideout on the western edge of town.
There are more than 350 lodgings to
choose from in the area, and whereas
I once liked booking a B&B right in
the center of town (there are at least
100 options in walking distance of




Facing page, industrial and agricultural antiques from France

bring seekers to Carol Hicks Bolton Antiqiiités. This page, Das
Peach Haus offers tastes of dozens of salsas and jams; massages
and other treatments await at Nature’s Spa.

downtown alone), I'm now happy to
be removed from the hubbub. The
perfect answer is Qutlot 201, a small
collection of guesthouses southwest
of downtown. Our cottage is called
Parker House, and its ample liv-
ing-brealkfast room is separated from
the spacious bedroom and bathroom
hy a sliding barn door. The simple
décor includes vintage egg crates on
the wall and colorful throws for curl-
ing up on the sofa with a book.

Out the back door, there’s a brick
patio facing a pasture where sheep,
goats. and horses graze beyond the
fence line. Bringing out a bottle from
Kuhlman, we sip a glass, toasting
Fredericksburg’s evolution and our
gaod fortune to explore it. b

Fort Worth-based writer June Nayfor enjoyed
rediscovering Fredericksburg after so many
vears away. Photographer Tiffany Hofeldt of
Austin specializes in portraits, culinary imag-

ery, and nature.
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Planet Marfa

Stylish, otherworldly experiences in the tumbleweeds of West Texas

story by Michael Corcoran

HE LAND AND THE LIGHT AND A SENSE OF
I space unlike anywhere else. 'That's what at-

tracted renowned Manhattan artist Don-
ald Judd to Marfa in the "70s. His large-scale in
stallations. which meld sculplure and nature on an
old Army base renamed The Chinati Foundation.
made this far West Texas town a destination for the
international art crowd. But in recent years. “The
Capital of Quirkiness” (as CBS’ 60 Minutes dubbed
it in 2013) has broadened its appeal to “bucket list”
millennials and tourists who might think Donald
Judd was Wynonna's pop. A fascination for Hol-
Iywood in recent years, Marfa also enjoys frequent

Hivstrorion by Chiara Vercesi

> ElPaso

3 hours

> Austin

7 hours

o> Dallas

8 hours

:} Houston
9 hours

coverage in The New York Times—which ran at
least eight stories with a Marfa dateline in the past
two vears (including four in the paper’'s lashion
supplement). All this attention has helped convert
this tiny town with its own NPR station into the
San Francisco of the Texas desert.

The nouveau influx might cxpect some sort of
hipster theme park (Schlackerbahn?) when they
approach on US 9o. But being the Marfa people ex-
pectisn't very Marfa-esque—this town challenges
tourists lilke abstract art. “Nobody’s gonna make it
easy for you.” says Ginger Griffice, proprietor of the
Marfa Brand soap company. “There are no signs
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Above: El Cosmico, a 21-acre escape from the “built world,” introduced yurts, teepees, and vintage travel trailers to

Marfa's accommodations in 2009. Below right: The Well day spa offers yoga and meditation classes.

that tell vou what’s cool.” After a first
spin around the dusly streets, the song
in some heads might be Peggy Lee’s
“Is That All There [s?* Where are Be-
yoncé and Solange? Where's all the hip
stuflf we've heard about?

Oh, it’s there. but Marfa is a town
where almost evervthing interesting
is bubbling under the surface. Exam-
ple: An old church is & provocative art
gallery called the Wrong Store, bul you
can barely see it from the road for the
trees in front. “Tough to get to; tougher
to explain”is a slogan printed on bro-
chures distributed hy the Marfa Visi-
tor Center, which is housed in the old
USO building on South Highland Ave-
nue. That’s a good place for Marfa vir-
gins to start, as is the dome of the pink-
ish Presidio County Courthouse, built
in 1886 when Marfa was just a water
stop for steam locomotives. The view

72 texashighways, com

from the courthouse cupola provides
a panoramic bird’s-cye of the town.
From on high, the serene, heavenly lil
landscape is the star.

Marfa’s not a day {rip; it's a pil-
grimage. It takes such an effort to get
here—a nine-hour drive from Hous-
ton, eight from Dallas, seven from
Auslin, six from San Antonio, and
three from El Paso—that it's natural
to hope everything’s casier once you
arrive. But since the town is built on
self-discovery. you're on your own.
Signage is more often a reflection of
the creativity of the business than a
guide for the lost or curious.

One such place is The Lumber-
yard, a collection of studios for paint-
ers, artisans, woodworkers, and fash-
ion designer Ashley Rowe—{from a
car going 20 mph, it looks like lum-
ber might still be stored there. The

happening compound is also home

to the Do Your Thing coffoechouse (fa-
mous for its porridge and “Jerusalem
Toast®—housemade country sour-
dough with avocado, tahini, za’atar,
toasted sesame seeds, and a fried egg),
plus the Adobe Room, an unusual
Airbnb rental, which doubles as a the-
ater space during the annual Marfa
Film Festival in July.

Visiting Marfa on a weekday can feel
like going to Wrigley Field when the
Cubs are in St. Louis. Someane should
wrile a sad country song: “Since my
baby up and lelt/Every day’s like Mon-
day in Marfa.” With the Chinati Foun-
dation closed Mondays and Tuesdays,
there’s just not enough local business
to stay open, says Adam Bork, whose
Mediterranean-styled Food Shark (est.
2006) presaged the nation’s food truck
craze by a few years.

Phatos: &2 B, Dun Kleppear



The acclaimed Marfa Burrito, fa-
mous for handmade tortillas the size of
bath towels, is one of the few eateries
open on Mondays—at least. that’s whal
the sign says. (On a recent Monday,
Marfa Burrito's front door opened toa.

dark and empty restaurant: a woman
doing vard work eventually confirmed
thal the restaurant was closed because
the workers hadn’t shown up that day.
Welcome to Marfa.)

The seven-days-a-week Marfa is an-
chored hy the posh Hotel Saint George
(built on the site of the 1886 hotel of

Since the town is built on self-
discovery. you're on your own,
Signage is more often a reflection
of the creativity of the business
than a guide for the lost or curious.

the same name), which opened to
rave reviews in 2016 with 55 rooms
and suites. Besides four-star restau-
rant LaVenture. the lobby area hasan
austere har on one side that serves a
wagyu beef cheeschurger worth its
$12 price tag, and then on the other
side of the front desk is the fabulous
Marfa Book Company, specializing in
art, Texana, and fiction. Every hotel
should have such a well-curated inde-
pendent bookstore.

But the hest thing the Saint George
has brought to Marfa is across the
streel at Bar Nadar Pool + Grill, open
to the public from 4-11 p.m. (21 and
over. except Tuesdays. which is Fam-
ily Night). With shaded cabanas, luxu-
rious lounge chairs, and all the beau-
tiful people, the hotel's pool evokes
Hollywood in the ‘50s, except with
tatioos. If you're lucky, there will be a
show while you're in fown al the ad-
Jjoining Saint George Hall. a 600-
capacity venue that hosted the likes
of David Byrne, Los Lonely Boys, and
Ruben Ramos in its first few months.
Thesc concerts, and events at the
175-capacity Crowley Theater per-
forming arts space. are the only times
there are parking problems in Marfa.

The Saint George complex has the
luster of the new kid on the block,
hut the reborn Hotel Paisano down-
town has lost none of its stature as
the classic Texas rancher hotel. This
is where the cast of Gient—including
Elizabeth Taylor, Rock Hudson, and
James Dean—stayed during film-
ing in 1955. The hotel’'s memorabilia
room sells re-creations of the original
key tags with the actors’ names and
room numbers.

From the Paisano, a short stroll
down Highland Avenue (Marfa’'s main

il , R
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Clockwise from top: Going to Marfa with-
out a visit to The Chinati Foundation is like
a trip to Niagara without seeing the falls;
paprika roasted cauliflower at Al Campo;
The Lumberyard, a collection of studios for

painters, artisans, and woodworkers.

T4 terashighwoys.com

HIT THE ROAD

street) will take vou past The Well day
spa, which offers yoga and meditation

classes, haircuts. massages, and facials.
Walk back toward the courthouse, and
vou'll want to pop into Ranch Candy
Marfa/Spare Parts, an offbeat shop that
specializes in vintage Western wear,

jewelry. and hard candy.
Marla Brand, which sounds re-
dundani, is the crealion of the afore-
mentioned Griffice. a former New
York City location scout. A Dallas
native, she bought a vacation home
in Marfa in 2004. Since this town be-
tween the Davis Mountains and Big
Bend is a magnet for West-set films
like No Country for Old Men and
There Will Be Blood., Griffice was able
to continue scouting lor films. But
such work is irregular. so she started
making soap—experimenting with
ingrodients such as rosemary, Earl
Groey tea, goats’ milk, patchouli.
and honey. “I'm not an artist, bhut I
wanted to make something.” Grif-
fice says. “It’s the small-town thing
to do.” Ginger’s shop in The Lumber-
vard opens to the public Wednesday
through Sunday. but you can also
buy her products across the street
at The Get Go. a specialty grocery

Photes: © E. Dan Klepoer




store, and at El Cosmico, a 21-acre es-
cape from the “built world,” where
hotelier Liz Lambert introduced
yurts, teepees. and vintage travel
trailers to Marfa’s accommodations
in 2000,

Another key figure in Marla be-
coming more than a destinaiion for
fans of Donald Judd and the spooky
Marfa Lights (ghostly lights that
dance hetween the prairie and the
mountaing at night. which some Ikill-
joys explain as reflections of head-
lights from a nearby highway) is

pl_cs or it didn't happen

former Austinite Virginia Leber-
mann. who co-founded the nonprofit
art gallery Ballroom Marfa, and

“I'm not an artist. but I wanted to
malke something. It's the small-
town thing to de.”

co-owns the fabulous Capri restau-
rant with her chef-husband. Rocky
Barnette, and the carefully reno-
vated Thunderbird Hotel with her
mather, Louise O°Connor. Barnette’s
elevated regional cuisine (tempura-
fried yucca hlossoms are popular)
carncd its own feature in The New
York Times.

“It used to be that vou had to know
how to cook if vou lived in Marfa.”

says Presidio County Justice of lﬁgE uP Ynua ?EHE
the Peace David Beebe, a musician
(Houston’s il Orbits) who moved Lo TR&VELIN& SHBESH

Marfa about 11 years ago to rest his

Buy a New Braunfels museum I MUSEUMS:
adveniure passport and take a | Museum of Texas
Handmade Furniture

Bz o i - .
175-year journey through German- Old Town -

Maw Braunfels
Consgervation Sociaty
New Braunfeis
Railroad Museum

b Sophienburg Museunn
ours.and cvan*ts alt for just $19 9‘*. b and Arch

Texas history at four unigue
museums. The Passport gives

chiuswa access 1o vsewmgs
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overtaxed vocal chords. “But now
we have all these great restaurants.”
He counts barbecue joint Conve-
nience West and Northern Italian-
inspired Stellina as favorite new
eateries. The town's culinary scene
has come a ways since filmmaker
John Waters proclaimed scveral
vears ago that Marfa's a great place
for tourists to “eat food all the same
color!” For less lussy loodies, bur-
ritos and burgers at the Lost [Torse
Saloon (a classic Old West watering
hole) and great cheeseburgers and
brisket tacos al Beebe's divey Hom-
bres will hring comfort. Beebe rec-
ommends getting your caffeine fix
at the Frama coffeeshop/Tumble-
weed laundromat hybrid, which
uscs heans from Big Bend Coffee
Roasters and serves Texas-made
Henry’s Homemade lce Cream. IT
vou don’t have time for laundry on

vour visit, buy a bar of Marfa Brand
soap and put il in your suilcase.
Magically, the smoky and woodsy-
scented soap makes vour dirty
clothes wearahle again.

When the storefronts are dark,
Marfa's creatives are still hard at
work. Colt Miller and Logan Cald-
heck are handcrafting sawed-off cow-
boys hoots at Cobra Rock, Jennifer
Creager and Cody Barber are mak-
ing mid-century modern hoop chairs
at Cast & Crew, and Paul Graybeal at
Moonlight Gemstones is polishing
his rare agates. “Just aboul everyone
I know in Marfa has two jobs,” says
Beebe, who has three if you count his
monthly gig performing with Primao
Carrasco at Planet Marfa, the finest
Mexican beach bar not on a beach.

That work ethic started with Judd,

who passed away in 1994 but still
rules the cultural landscape with his

76 rerashighways.nom

MARFA

For visitor information, call
Visit Marfa at 432-729-4772;
visitmarfa.com.

big boxes ol concrefe and aluminum.
Going to Marfa without a visit to The
Chinati Foundation—mamed after
the mountain range that hackdrops
the town—or Judd’s residence and
studio just west of downtown (inlor-
mally called The Block] is like a trip
to Niagara without seeing the lalls.
“People are always asking me,
“What is there to do here?” says
Planet Marfa owner Jon Johnson,
who grew up on a cotton farm 50
miles outside of town and refurned
in 2004 as a retiree. “I say, “There’s
nothing to do here. That’s why people
come to Marfa—Lo gel away from all
that. They come here Lo hreathe!” K

JAM & TOAST

Enjoy a delicious brunch, sip sparkling beverages on
i the streets of downtown and listen to live blues music

May 19

FARM FEAST

Local chefs, using the freshest ingredients from
East Texas farmers, prepare a farm-to-fable
dinner that is expertly paired with fine wines

June 12

MAIN STREET MARKET DAYS
Downtown streets become an open-air
marketplace every third Saturday of the month

June 16

THE MIDTOWN MEN
The high-octane musical tour de force that took the
Jersey Boys phenomenon to Broadway brings to life the
greatest hits of the sixties as the iconic Four Seasons

October 22 at The Pines Theater
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TRUE TX

N ACLEAR SATURDAY MORNING,IFIND

myself perched in the glass nose cone of a World

War 11 bomber, barreling through the sky at about

200 miles per hour. The roar of the engines fills
my ears asthe two pilots, seated behind me, guide the plane
over my hometown of La Porte. From this vantage point.
some 1,500 feetin the air, | gaze down upon a patchwork land-
scape of refinerieg divided by the sinuous path of the Houston
Ship Channel. The plane banks to the left, revealing a famil-
iarlandmark: the limestone pillar of the San Jacinto Monu-
ment. As we pass over its crowning star. I catch a glimpse of
the Battleship Texas. docked nearby.

This incredible perspective comes courtesy ol the Lone
Star Flight Museum, which offers such “Flight Experi-
ences” from its home at Ellington Airportin southeast
Houston. The museum opened last September, unveil-
ing 2 130,000-square-foot concrete facility with a soaring
arched atrium at its center and vast hangars measuring

With galleries
and vintage
planes,
the Lone
Star Flight
Museum
explores the
history of and
technology of
flight.

ahout 30.000 square feet on either
side. The museum was originally lo-
cated at Scholes Field in Galveston,
but damages from Hurricane [e in
2008 prompted directors to rebuild
inland—ultimately a nine-vear,

$a8 million project.

With its informative galleries and
collection of vintage planes, the Lone
Star Flight Museum explores the his-
tory and technology of flight stretching
well beyond Texas, Museum President
Larry Gregory, who happened to be
the captain of my bomber flight, says
the museum has plenty to offer for his-
tory buffs, butits greater focus is on the
technology that makes flight possible
and on the innovalors who've driven its

On display in the museum's Waltrip Hangar, the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress is also available for a ticketed Flight Experience.
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development and evolution.

“We're not so much trying to teach
WWIL but how individuals shaped
things,” Gregory says. “We give people
a perspective on what it took to design

THE LONE STAR FLIGHT MUSEUM,

at 11551 Aerospace Ave. in Houston, opens Tue-Sat 9-5 and Sun noon-5. Entry costs $20 for adults,
$18 for youth 1217, $16 for seniors and children, §12 for military, and free for children 3 and younger.
Flight Experience seats range from $250 to $995. Call 888-359-5736: lonestarflight.org.

and build these airplanes, and how
they changed our culture by provid-
ing opportunities for women and mi-
narities, like the WASPs [Women Air-
force Service Pilots| and the African
American Tuskegee Airmen, Lo per-

get to practice flying from Ellington
Alirport to Galveston and back.
Sheltered in the museum’s hangars. an
array of historically significant aircratt
illustrate the fechnological innovations

discussed in the galleries. Most of the
Lone Star Flight Muscum’s airplancs
date to WWII, while some served in
later conflicts. In addition to displaying
20 from its permanent collection. the

form outside the stereotypical norms
of their time.”

One of the two main exhibition
halls, the Texas Avialion Heritage
Gallery spotlights individuals who
have made significant contributions
to the field. The educational displays
walk visitors through the history
of flight, covering early trailblazers
such as Katherine Stinson, a stunt
pilot who worked out of San Antonio
and in 1912 became the fourth woman
in the United Stlales o earn a pilol’s
license; the establishment of military
airfields across the state, spurred by
World War I; and the role of Texas in
the air-travel industry and in NASA's
space explorations. This gallery also
includes the Texas Aviation Hall of
Fame, featuring more than 70 induct-
ees—among them Besgie Coleman,
an African American pilot who grew
upin Waxahachie and rose to fame

in the 1920s as a barnstormer; and
Houston’s own Red Duke, who pio-
neered the use of Life Flight helicop-
ters for emergency medical transport.
The Flight Academy Gallery gives
an overview of the prineiples of flight,
with hands-on interactive exhibits
and an eight-minute film explaining
the dynamics of thrust, drag, lift, and
weight. Various displays delve into
the design and engineering of planes,
as well as the navigation skills need-
ed to pilot them, Visitors can take a I
seal among the controls of a replica
cockpit and fly a simple hang-glider
simulator. On select Saturdays the

museum offers 15-minute “Pilot Ex-
periences” with a Mooney M20 simu-
lator for an additional $5. Participants

1
s
iy F—
S R
ra'd &
o
i
L.
5 Aarco Oroove. 2 O X
= g ) a3 = 3 e =
d-exp ence o a a 2VEe
2econa i - Ol = = = cf
slale C e < 3 oldn: Decempe
RO 3 sleigile 3! C 0C 3
a]le af ana 3
v L) L) - a celen O o (] =
art a O & 3. ) & a ana
2.5 eve 0 0. do 0 arco
Iﬂ. £} ) .

MaY 2012 79



TRUE TX

museum hosisa rotation of planes from |
other organizations and individuals.
The museum’s vintage aireraft
don’t educate and dazzle only on the
showroom floor—all of them can also
fly. Among them. eight are available
for ticketed flights on fair-weatlher
Saturdays from March through No-
vember. The Flight Experiences
range in price from $250 for a ride
on a 1943 Boeing PT-17 Stearman. an
open-cockpit biplane used for train
ing, to $995 for a scat on a rare 1942
Douglas SBD Dauntless. a WWII
Navy dive homber. Among the mid-
price-rangde options are two other
hombers: the medium-sized B-25
Mitchell, with room for five passen-
gers, and the imposing B-17 “Flying
Fortress,” which can accommodate |
seven.

During the approximately 25 min-
utes spent aloft, passengers get the
thrill of poing airborne and then ex-
ploring the inlerior. The museum’s
crew of volunleer pilols has been
specially trained to fly these vintage
planes. At the brief orientation before
boarding the B25-Mitchell, the pilots

The museum’s vintage aircraft
don’t educate and dazzle only on
the showroom floor—all of them

can also fly.

warn me not to touch anything “red.
rusty, or dusty "—meaning switches,
knobs, or equipment that clearly did not
need to be adjusted. Yet once in the sky,
Iam free to clamber about, crawling
into the bombardier’s compartment at
the nose and also venturing toward the

From top: In the Flight Academy Gallery, visitors can try their hand at a hang-glider simulator; a Douglas DC-3 commercial airliner from 1940.

Photes: Will van Overbeek
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HANGARS FULL OF STORIES

The vintage airplanes on display at the Lone Star |
Flight Museum tell stories just as big and expansive

as the two 30,000-square-foot hangars that house

the aircraft.

Arestored OY-1 Sentinel with a wooden propel-
ler sustained damage from enemy fire over lwo Jima
in 1945, A 1944 Grumman F6F-3 Hellcat, with wings
that fold up to conserve space on the flight deck of an
aircraft carrier, played an important role in the war as
a Navy fighter.

A handful are on loan from the Vietnam War
Flight Museum: a 1952 Douglas AD-1 Skyraider, first
employed as a fighter in the Korean War; a glossy
red Polish-made Soviet MiG-17F; and a Bell TAH-1P
Cobra attack helicopter, bristling with quns, The per-
manent collection alsa highlights non-military planes
such as civilian flyers and even an early commercial
airliner—a gleaming Douglas DC-3A, originally built
in 1940 for American Airlines,

back to catch a breathtaking view of
the distant Houston skyline from the
gunner’s compartment at the tail. To
get from one end to the other. I climb
over the central hombh bay on hands
and knees hefore dropping down feet
first on the other side. For thrill-
seekers, Flight Experiences are the
adventure of a lifetime. And for those
seeking excitement without leaving
the ground, an outdoor viewing area
provides views of the planes as they
taxitoand from the runway.

Before leaving the museum, I check
out the temporary exhibition gal
lery to sce paintings by artist Douglas
IEttridge depicting various aircraft in
exquisite detail. Afterward. I make
afinal stop at the gift shop. Though
TI'm tempted by customized dog tags,
model planes. and jewelry made from
reclaimed aircraft materials, T al-
ready have the best souvenir of all—
the memory of winging through tho
air and seeing my town [rom an cx-
hilarating new perspective, Whether
in the sky or on the ground, the Lone
Star Flight Museum provides a [resh
outlook on the evolution of flight in
Texas—and plenty of opportunity for

the imagination to soar. L

wvavans Bl
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MAY’S TRAVEL SPOTLIGHT:

HILL COUNTRY > Austin

Hot Luck

ITH BARBECUE GURU AARON FRANKLIN AT music ranging from garage punk to blues. The second

the helm, this hybrid food-and-music festi- annual festival, May 24-27, introduces new events like

val showcases the créme de la créeme of Texas Night Court, where chefs deliver a refined take on nos-
chefs—Top Chef alum and Dallas steakhouse person- talgic mall food court favorites, and a taco takeover by
nage John Tesar, revered Houslon chef Chris Shepherd, James Beard-nominated New York chef Alex Stupalk at
Steve McHugh of San Antonio’s Cured—among a mix of | Tex-Mex institution Cisco’s. The centerpiece event on
notable chefs from across the country. But it’s far from Saturday, held at Wild Onion Ranch, feels like a super-
a buttoned-up soirée: festival organizers promise a laid- size backyard cookout—a celebration of open-fire cook-
back weekend of 4 la carte eats served with a side of live ing styles from Texas to Thailand. hotluckfest.com

Want more? View the Texas Highways Events Calendar at texashighways.com/events.

Phato: Jackie Young, courtosy Hot Luck MAY 2015 B3



BIG BEND
COUNTRY

PECOS: Gelden Gir/Litde
Miss Cantaloupe bt;,le

5 Way &, Reeves
County Civic Center. 432-
4452406

YAN HORN: Cince de
Mayo, May & Van Horn
City Park. vanhorntoxas us
432-283-2682

GULF COAST

BEAUMONT:
ng Crankenstein,
111216 19. 24 26,

wont C(.‘-'nmuruly
Blayers, beaurnont
cammunityplayers.com
403-833-4004

BEAUMONT: Maypole
Festival, May 12,
Heaumont Botanical
{.__.dr".[("l.\. t)("n‘ilJ”'()”I
botanicalgardens.arg

CLUTE: The i it
Theaters Production of
Hamlet, April 27-29, May
4-6. Center for the Arts &
Sciences, orazosport
cantercrg 975-265-7561
CLUTE: Plaretarium Shaw.
ey 18,15, Center [or
the Arts & Sclences,

9P9-265-3576

CORPUS CHRISTI: Buc
Drays. April 19 May 5.
Corpus Christi Bayfrent
ard cther lncations
bucdays.com

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Prirciples of Desigring
Landscape Curb Appaal,
May 5. South Texas
Botarical Gardens &
Mature Center, stxbot.org
251-852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI: Teens,
[woens Moot Parrots,
Reptiles Up Closel May
19. Soutn lexas Sotanical
Gardens & Mature Cenler,
stxhotarg

381-852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTE: arvels
of Purple Martins, May 26
South Texas Botanical

84 rtexashighways.com

EVENTS

Gardens & Mature Center.

sxbatorg 361-852-2100

CRYSTAL BEACH: Tesas

Crab Festival, May 11412
Gregory Park. rexascrab
festival.org 281-773-3024

FREEPORT: Schustor
Hommiz upe1 Hause,

Ma Wy A Sebuster Home,
Qib-295-0det

GALVESTON:
Thl— ql”‘l”
Manhattzn Tra

Take sl May &,
1554 Opera Heuse, t
grand.com 800 82116594
or 409-765-1894

GALYESTON: Glcod,
Sweat, and lears—30th
Arniversary Tour, May 17
The Grand 1854 Opera
ouse. thagrand.com
800-827 1894 or
AQF-765-18%4
HOUSTON: Light
“harmer: Mean and

in Action, through
*ay 13, Houston Center

Coraft,

I'he Cirand

‘I”r (._:(_‘.HI(‘FTI[J.'JI:»].'
crafthouston.org/
exhibition/light-charme~
T1E-529-48244

HOUSTON: Harmmilron,
Aol 24-May 20

"ke Habby Canter.
h()|..::tt‘.r'l.brr]n'][i\!‘-':’]}".('.t:'Tl
800 9526560
HOUSTON: Ca Carnera
Przsents: Poetry and
Music: Cale and Retum,
April 30-May 1. Matchbox
2, Mideowrn Ats and
I'eater Center Houston
(MATCH). dacarmorz.com
T13-524-3080

HOUSTON: Hamilion,
ay 1415 Theatre Under
the Stars, The Hobby
Canter for the Parforming
Arts, tulscom 715-588-
2600

HOUSTON: Ceutsch-
Texanischer Saengarbund
Sasnge-fest, May 5 Cmni
Hatel sacngerfest? 018,
houstonzaengerbund.org
281-680-028%

KATY: ‘Wil \Was: Brewfest,
[y 2-5. Katy Mily fall.

katybrowtest.com
A3-502-0524

LA PORTE: Main Streot
Trade Days, Iv
Histaric Dc'.-\-r- mwhn Ld

Parte, visitlapertets.com
F81-470-7

LAKE JACKSON: Outdoor
Cancert Series, May 4,11,
18,25 Lake lackson Civic
Cenzer Plaza. lakejack
santxgay 579-415-2600

LAKE JACKSON: &bror
Lacksan Plantation Site
Tour, May 5. Abner
Jacesar Plartation Site,
lakejacksanmuseurn.arg
RYR-E9P-1570

LAKE JACKSON: Fird
Banding, May 19 Gul*
Coast Bird Coservatory
geboong 975-460-0999

ORANGE: /e Whiric Wi !

Homefront: Orange Goes
Cverthz Top, tircugh July
14. The WH. Stark House.
starkeultural

venues orgfwhstarkhouse
409-383-0a71

ORANGE: Ceen South
[acing Assaciation Boat
Races, May 19-20. City
B(‘)EIL :-eal'[‘.:?. U[arILJE'.X.CKJ'
PALACIOS: Palacin:

Pirate: Fostival, \1.1}( 13-12,
South Say, palzciospirate
festival com 832-805-5434

PALACIOS: Boys & Gi
Club Denim &
Diamards—Benoath the
Ozks, May 17 Beneatn the
Ozl palacioskidsorg
261-972-2642

PASADENA: Pasadenz
Strawharry Fastival, May
18-70. Pasadena
Fairgreunds, strawbearry
ft:.\'l'.{)':_] ZB1-991-9500

PORT ARTHUR: Crakbling
101 2t Sea i State Park
Ma;.a 19. Zea Rim State
Fark. tpwetexas.gov
state parss/sea rim

40400 7-2558

PORT ARTHUR: =AL1
Cluk: Mermorizl Classic
I—l '”(‘.‘ |(.‘.Jr|'|(]:[:(:'”| h’1r]}'
26-27. Plzasure lsland. salt-
clubet 409-626-2501

PORT NECHES: [iverfest.
IMay 2-6. Port Neches
River Frant Fark, pririver
festcom 409,722 9154

QUINTAMNA: Spring Fling,
througa May 5.
MNeatropical Bird
Sanctuary. gobocrg
976-480-0059
ROCKPORT: M autica
Flea Marset, May 3-6,
Rl‘)('k[}[].’: H:’]'l]:][.
361-725-3115
ROCKPORT: Babes on the
Bay, May 1819 babason
thebay.com

5

ROCKPORT: Festival of
My 26-
27 Texas Maritme
Museurn. texasmaritire
MLSEU.oNg

SEABROOK: Keels and
Wheels Cancours
d'Elegance. Way 5-6.
cd Yachr Club.
\-'-"'l-:‘[.'l‘\'.(:(_)r\'l
13-521-010%

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND:
Fireworks ovar th= Bay,
Mdy 2425 | o
Backyad sopadrecom
HOO-557-2373

SUGAR LAND: Ccltic
Warnan in Concer
Play 5. Smrart Fi
Centre at Sugar Land.
smartfirancialcentranat
2R1-2GT7-6278

Wire and ~ood,

ancial

SUGAR I.AND: |(."TI .J(Z'I"H 4.1

in Concars, May 16, Smart

Finarcial Centra at Sugar
and. smartfirancial
centranet 281-207-6278

SUGAR LAND: [kalid i
Concert, May 18. Smart
Financial Cortre at 5:;gar
Lznd smardfirarcia
centrenal 281-207-6278

SUGAR LAND: Fort Bend
Symphony Crehesira
Fresents: | he 2lznets,
May 20, Staffere Centre,
fhscuorg 281 2088500

SUGAR LAND: Joe
Eeonamassa in Cancers,
My 21, Srmart Snmancal
Centre at Sugar Lare,
smartfinancizlcentrenst
281-207-627

SUGAR LAND: Mermarial
Day Ceremony, May 28,
Sugar Larc Memeria
Fark. sugarlandregaov
281-275-282%

THE WOODLANDS:
Waterway Nights, May 5,
1219, 26 Watoreray
Squae. thaweaodlands

township-txaoy
281-210-3800

THE WOODLANDS: _Ba
TRI=The Woadlands
Triathlon, May 12

F“I(:[ I }'.‘ih(][[‘ Pr][k.
thewocdlandstownship-tx
govjraces 281-210-32300

THE WOODLANDS: enny
Chesnzy in Cancert with
Special Guest Old
Cominion, May 17 The
Cyntia Woods Mitchall
Pavilion, woodlandscenter
oty 213-364-3010

THE WOODLANDS:
Memarial Day in The
YWoedlands. Nal 27 Town
Green Park. t“n:.-\.)_:c.lanr_'l—
stown=hi

goy 287-210-3800
TOMBALL: V'ntage Car
Feastival,
Preshyteri
rr.\r"1'n;-;||..'_:l.j STP-299-4183

VICTORIA: Circe de
Maye Celshration, May 5.
D[]W'[]I(]\«'f’l \v'rit tora,
victoriafizstacom
A61-573-5237

VICTORIA Memarial
sakerie] Basn, \"1r]\" 25-

7-03251

tiors.com 361-23
HILL COUNTRY
AUSTIN: Jares Crake:

Tangue-Cut Sparrews
(Inside Ourside), mreugh
Iy 200 Thae Blanten
Museum of Art. blanten
museurr.org 312-471-5482

AUSTIN: /ir Evering with
George Takel, May 4. The
Long Center fo- the

F\"(:’f_ Li] ”{‘! 1'3.[1‘3. |E|(:['r.j
centerorg 512-4/4-5664
AUSTIN: Zoots & Booms,
May 4. Lady Bird Johnsan
WildHewer Center wild
flawwerorg 512-252-0100

AUSTIN: ey Marithly

LIVEL May 4, Paramount
Theatre, aust rulhv'.-:dlre‘.:m_]

312-4772-0470

AUSTIN: Rodzo! The
Lxchibition, May 12-Jan. 27,
2019, Bulloes Texas

State History Museum.
thestoryotexas.com
F12-463-6485

AUSTIN: Emmylou Harris
in Concert, May 19,
Faramourt Theatre.
n:.stirﬂht"—'-l'rv.{]'g
512-472-5470

AUSTIN: Chick Corea and
Béla Zleck in Concert,
May 23, Paramount
Theatre. c]-.J.‘s'.i[i‘.hE."r_"l[(%.'.)Flj
N12-472-5470

AUSTIN: An American in
Paris, May 30-Jure 3.
Bass Concert Hall.
sustinbreadwaycom
800-721 7463

AUSTIN: Sunday (n the
Fark vath George, May
20-June 24 S ACH

| heatre. zachtheatre.org
E12-476-0547

BANDERA: Cowboy
Capital Cpry, May 1.
Silves 5.‘-;(_{[‘ ftmn-nunil‘y
Center, banderacowboy
capital.com 830 /463045

BANDERA: Bandzra
Cattle Company
Gunfightars, May 512,14,
26, Bandera Yisitors
Center. banderzcowboy
capital com 830 796 3045
BANDERA: Bandera
Warket Jays, May 5
Bandera County
Courthouse Lawn
:f).'m.'1(‘r.-]{'.:J'J."IJO':,-’(:.-J[J'E.-
830-796-3045
BANDERA: Chuck YWagon
Cinner & Show, IV‘gy 512,

19, 26, Flying L1
Courtry Resort. bandera
cowbaycapital.com

B30-726-3045

PORT ARTHUR: SALT Club Memorial Classic Fishing Tournament

Pl pourtesy © 2008 Sallwater Anglers’ League of 'l'exns; courtesy of Bandera Carrle Company Gunfighters



BANDERA: Cowboys on Main

BANDERA: Cowboys cn
Mair, May 5,12, 79, 26,
Cawbeoys on Main,
banderacowboyzapitalcom
830-796-3045

BANDERA: Medira River
Cleanup, May 3. Bandera
Cizy Park. sancera

i B30-

415-7204

comboycapi
796-3045 ¢

BANDERA: The Old
Timers Trading Post. May
& Tha Cild Timer.
nanderacowboycapital.
com B30-796-3045

BANDERA: St Stanislaus
Parisn Festival, May 6 5t
Stanislaus Cathelic
Church, banderacowbay
{'_H[J“r_'l.(:ﬂ”l H30-786-3045

BANDERA: Second
Sunday Music Fest,
May 12, Frentier Times
MlJ?E("lJ”!. h.-lrl.’i(‘rﬂ
cowbaoycapital.com
830 736 3045

BANDERA: Third
Thursday Cowboy Camp,
May 17. Bandera Beverage
Harn RV Park. bandera
cowboycapital.com
B20-756-3045

BANDERA: Armed Forces
Day, May 19 11th Street
Cowboy Bar barcen
cawboycapizal.com 830-
736-3045 or 830-796-7528

BANDERA: Bandera
FreRedeao. May 25
Manslield Park Rodeo
Arena, banderacowkoy
capital.com 830-796-2045

BANDERA: Funtizr Cays
Arts & Crafts Show, May
26-27 Bandera (_:r)u-‘lt‘,"
Courthouse Lawn.
banderacowsnoyeapizal.
com B30-796-3045 ar
BE0-TO6-4447

BANDERA: Funtier Cays
Parade. May 26. Main
Streat Bandera, bandera
cowhoyeapital com
830-756-3045

BLANCO: Arts in the Park,
a4, 25-24. Bindseil
Park. blancachambercom
A10-463-4076

COMFORT: Spring
Arntique Show, May
5-6. Camlest Park.
CDme'tha’T'bEr.CDm
B30-995-313]

COMFORT: Musicin the
Park, May & Comart
Park, comfortchambercom
230-995-5131

FREDERICKSBURG:
First Friclay Ar Walk,
-“-"161:( &, feawil coorri
830-997-652

FREDERICKSBURG:
Hill Courtry Run
Matorcyele Rally, May
4-6. uckenbach Texas.
hilcountryruncom
850-957-8515

FREDERICKSBURG:
Derby Day Farty, May =,
5 fof Hil Country,
messinahofoom 230-900
4653
FREDERICKSBURG:
I¥aifest German Chorale
Concerl, May &,
‘."'hiLl‘[i.-.‘f.'l("i:‘.‘(.‘illlll[_]tx.(ii'.‘ T

FREDERICKSBURG:

Texas Flower Country
Wemen's SK and 10K Run,
Pay 12, Wildsceo Farms
runirtexas.com, flower

FREDERICKSBURG:
Frecericesburg Trace
Da\_.-'s. Md‘g’ 18-20. :‘]u'ui.»r:,f
Farms, fbgtradedays.com
210-846-1054

FREDERICKSBURG:
Frodericksburg
Prafessions! Bull Riders,
ey 12, Gillesoie
County Fairgrounds,
:'ji||c:-.~ipic‘{'air.c'.r1rn

FREDERICKSBURG:

Kay & Friends in Concert,
Miay 20, Frecericxsburg
Unized Methedist Church,
Fi'eee"icksbL..‘gmuhir.'.
club.com

FREDERICKSBURG:
Frecericksburg Crawfish
Festival. May 23-27
[Marktplatz. fhgerawfish
fest.com B30-235-5225
FREDERICKSBURG: L1SO-
Style Memarial Day
Hangar Darce, May 26,
Hanga- Hotel Pacific

PAINTINGS BY

STEVEN LAVAGGI

IN THE

GALLERY

IRVING ARTS CENTER

March 3 - May 27 / Carpenter Hall Lobby

Steven Lavaggi is an Austin-based artist who has been painting T st foe dip!
professionally for over 45 years. His large color field paintings
contain a spontanecus energy that captures the imagination while
evoking elemental imagery of earth, fire, water and the heavens.
Known internationally as "the Artist of Hope,” Lavaggi's care

messaqge is faith, hope and love.

Sanithserizn ATlinke

3333 N. MachArthur Blvd. Irving, TX, 75082 « Open 7 days a wesk « Free parking - irvingArtsCenter.com

More than a place to stay.
A place to play!

'
Discaver spacicus villas with fully equipped
kitchens and fur-filled amenities including
mini golf, indoor/autdeor pools, @ mavie
theater and more at your choice of lzkeflront
Halicay Inn Club Vacations® resorts in Texas,

Finey Shoyes Resort
B350 Pinesy Sheses snnior T 4030

Celebrate our 10th birthday and
save 10% on your Texas getaway!
Call (866) 214-5045 and mention
Birthclay [Macount code WXD7
Hill Countey RE”t : or visit discoverhcv.com/texas-resorts

M 0G5 Canworr ake, TH/RT33

MAY 215

BS
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£Om 8309979990

FREDERICKSBURG:
WWII Pacific Combat
p.ng ram at the Mational
Museumn of the Pacific
War, May 26-37 Pacific
Caombat Zone. pacific
Warmuseum.org
A30-997-8400

FREDERICKSBURG:
Memarial Liay
Ohservance, |"—-‘::1_y 28,
Mational Museum of
tne Pacific War. pacific
warmuseum.org
RI0-957-8400

GRUENE:
Afterro

Friday

Cluz, May 4
11,18, 25 Gruene Ha |
fj'l.l'"l(:hn. Lorm

Ba0 60461281
GRUENE: “cthers Cay
Gospel Brunch with a
Texzs T\’\u‘:hl: Fday 13
{_:Jl'.]["'][' Ha” C {
com 830-529-5
GRUENE: Ccrne and Taste
It: Meet lexas'

Bast Winemakers,

Iay 17. The Grapevire.
Jrapevnzingruene com
20-629-5077 or
330-606-0033
GRUENE: Cld =+
Mu ket Days, M
Gruene Histeric District,
gruenemarkerdays.com
A30-629-5077 ur
HE0-BE27A

GRUENE: <MET

Arrericana Music Jam,

B6 terashighways.com

ABILENE: Western Hertitage Classic Rodeo

ay 20, Gruene Hall
gruenchall.com B30-679-
SO or 830- 608-1601
HUNT: Crider: Rodec &
Dance Hall, May 6.
L:'id::l":rt:d(:()d.’lddél L
[ A30-238-4441
INGRAM: Te:xas
Watercolor Sociely
Annual Mational Exhikir,
April 17 June 28, il
Country Arts Foundation,
heafcom 8?’)-35?—5‘.2(‘-

INGRAH: F""}!J’Jl)nri"l-‘.fn’(.'l.“,

lexas Christmas, May 4-19,

Hill Cnunlr}uﬁ
Foundation, heateom
830-247-5121
JOHNSON CITY:

Art Wale, May 26,
|bjzountrycom
630-868-7664

JOHNSON CITY: Aarkel

KERRVILLE: Hil Ceuntry
Swap Meet, May 5. <err
County Hill Country
Youth Fvent Center,
k.’_‘r:'.’T'-‘ﬂrk."tt{.‘ ¥ E.('.r(J‘
B30-459-6158
KERRVILLE: Kerr County
Market Days, May 5 Kerr
County Hill Country
Youth Event Center.
kerrmarkotd,
B50-895-7524
KERRVILLE: Shatter the
Stigrma—Motareycle
Rice and 5K YWalk/Run,
May 19, L ouise Hays

Park. <ermvil ayse.ong
AR0-896-2211 cxt, 6209

KERRVILLE: Kzrrville Falk

Fastival, May 22 June "0,
Cluiet Valley Rarch,
I(‘.'”\-'l L![U”U’E.’Enl 'u’.’]!_(:[q
8330 7-3600

KERRVILLE: Southwest
Gourd Fine Art Show,
IMay 24-June 24 Kerr
Atz & Cultura) Center,
kacckarrville.com
#A70-8295-291

KERRVILLE: Texas
Mzsters of Fine Art &
Craft, May 25-27
YO Ranch Hotel &
Canterence Center.
lexasmaslers.com
214-457-7173

KERRYILLE: Karrvile
Festival of the A, Ma;,»
26-27 Historic Downtewn
Kerrville, kvartfestcom
B30-ROE5-7492

KYLE: Market Days, May
12. City Square Park.
cizyatkyle com/recreation
512-262-393
KYLE: Squeeze e On

the 5 aquare: Shoueeze-
Bex -flusr ~est, l«‘—, 12.

e sy TeECreabion

!
5lz- 26j 3970

LAMPASAS: L ampasas
Trade Days, May 5-6.
Marigald's Antiques &
Wiore, marigoldsantiques
oo 5l2-734-1294

MARBLE FALLS:
Hewdy-Ree CASI

Regional Chili Coaxofff
Lorestar Barbecue
State Championship,
l'v"l.-'.y . .Jn']l”l.‘i:]:'l \"Irk.
hawdyraacom

NEW BRAUNFELS: \"/cir &
Saengerfest, May 5
D:JWI'HJWH N(:‘\'\'
Braunfels. downrtown
newsrauntels.com
R12-517-6707

OZONA: Vintage Har
Happentngs, throuch

Seot. 50, Crockett County
Museum. ezonamuseum
.com 325-392-28%7

OZONA: VWestarm Frontier
Diays, May 1815, Fart
Lancaster Staze H
Site. gzanacomovents
calendar 432-836-4391
OZONA: Mamorial Day
Cererony, Wiay 8.
Veteran's Memorial at
Cadzr Hill Cernetery,

il

(A0 ”'l'
calendar 325302 2837
STONEWALL: _avendsr
Festival at Becker
Vinavards, May 56,
Jecker Vine

breckervinayard:
H220-644-2681

UVALDE: Caclus Jack Pro
3ull Ridng, May 3-5
Jvace County Fairplex.
wvaldecountyfzirp excom
8320-591-9040

UV‘LDE F“l” \"IU’ =]

riday, May 11 Historic
Downzown Lhvalde.

visituvalde.com
B30-278-4115

WIMBERLEY: Tho
Sunshine Boys, through
[¥iay &, Wimberley
Playnouse wimberley
pleverzarg 512-247-0575
WIMBERLEY: Aarket
Days, May 3. Lions Tield,
i }rv]nfkf‘?dr‘. el
S12-847-2200
WIMBERLEY: Sec
Seturday Gallery Trail,
Ilay 12, Various

avations. 1||c~r\f|r.1||‘ ey
S1:-847 Z:Ol

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

ABILENE: Broachviay
I H}JIJE‘H’ (.II i
May 2, Abile
l:’._.{.\f'l\"\"'l. b
-elebrityatts
-865-1451

ABILENE: Wastarq
Hertage Classic Redeo,
May 10413 Tayler County
=xpo Center, western
heritageclzssic.com
FI5-ET7 4504

ABILENE: A.:Tlill'n:‘ K“nr”'l
Club Annual Deg Shows,
.\-'1.':1:..’ 18-20 -|—;1}.'|nr Cnur‘l‘).f
Expa Center abilengken-
relclub.org 325-893-5/93

ALBANY: Cell Senes: Lily
Cox-Richard, thraugh May
12, Ol Jail Art Center.

thenjac.arg 225-762-22405
ALBANY: Matt Kleberg,
through May 12 Old Jail
At Center. thecjacorg
R25-762-7269

AMARILLO: Chicago,
Al 30-May 1. Arnarillo
Civic Center Complesx.
panhandletickets.com
806-378-3058

AMARILLO: Circo de
Maye Fajita Festival, May
£ .'“fit_] Texan Starlight
Ranch, armaril -0
BU6-579-6800
AMARILLO: Mt tfest,
Flay 20. Memarial Park
amarillosocanat
B806-200-2863

AMARILLO: Palk Sirest
Cattle Drive, May 21.
Crawntawn Amazrillo.
eoorsranchrodescom
BC6-374-1457

BAIRD: Railnead Sestival,
May 15, Dawntown.
bairdeharmbercom

225-352-1212

BIG SPRING: Summer
Fast, May 1819, Ryan Hall
i:’]' ':“'.Uk.(:()f‘”l
northsiderr

CANADIAN: Canzcian
River M usic Festval, May
12, Jones Pavilion &
I—e’mi:-hiﬂ Cf:lml‘f‘
Recreation Corples.

DN5CGm

can(_drmnv:'mus icfestival

H:"Zl'{]-:‘::l]." ]|| (')l O,
May 18-19. Electra
Fairgrounds. electratexas
org F40-£95-3577

GRAHAM: Licrs Cluk
Carnival, May 9-12.
Graham Downtown
Square, 5403450207

GRAHAM: <ur far the
Children—sk and 104,
May 19 Virginias House,
runtorthechildrentiorg
240-550-89563

LAMESA: Red Dirt Ranch
Ti“Xd.‘: Cf.."ll'l'."_.n’ \"'1U.‘J C FE’.‘!E :
May 18-19, Oled | ames:
Golt Course, thereddire-
ranch.cam

HOG-462-7943

LUBBOCK: (ot
Years ;—".Ilr[-r, b TOUET L
17, Silent Wings Musaurn.
51 entwingsmusaLm.com
BG-775-3049

LUBBOCK: o
Art of Yeonne Armitage
Greene. thraugh I
Buddy Hally Center,
buddyhollycenterorg BC6-
775-3540

LUBBOCK: Cur Mothers'
Claughters. May 1112,
LHUCA Firehouse
Theatre. civiclubback
comjselect htrl
H06-770-2000

POST: Cinco Dre Mayo
Fastival, May 3 Cid Mill
Trade Days, 432-974-1479
POST: Qld Mil Trade
[ays, May 1112,
432-934-1479

SAN ANGELO: 5an Arngeo
Nat'm ~al Ceramic

o mpsertiticn,
Jure 245 1.-'5ngt‘fr
Museum of Fire Arts,
samfaorg 325-653-2333

SﬁNhNGELO One-fan
ay 1-2.
s | heatre,

freaieg

| r " Pars |f||f.’(,|'fl
Brooks & 5
5 1angelopac

sy 325-284-3835

SAN ANGELO: At
Thursday, May 3,10, 17. 24,
31. 531 Angelo Mussum
of Fine Arts. samfa.org
%25-653-3233

SAN ANGELO: Chicaga. the
Musical, May 4-5. Muroney
Parformance Hall. sanan-
gelopac.org 325-784-3825

SAN ANGELO: Charnber
Musiz Series Concers,
May £, San #’\ﬂjelﬂ
Musewm of Fire Arts.
samfaorg 325-653-333%

SAN ANGELO: Ciowntown
Strall, May 17 5an Angele
Museum of Fire Arts,
samfa.org 525-654-3532
SANANGELO Robin

Hood & Maid M,

Phayes: Devon Sisk Photography; courtesy Coynte Sguadron



May 18-20. Brooks & Bates
Tht_‘.-lfr(' [in'l'lf_](‘l:.][,'h'ﬂ('.n?'g
325-284-3825

SAM ANGELOQ: /\rmed
Forces Day, May 19 Fort
Concho Mational

I |_|!5lf.'[ c
Landmark. fortconcho.com
3252340316

SAN ANGELO: Memarial
Day Exercises, May 28
Fort Cancha Maticral
Histaric Landmark.
fortconcho.com
325-234-

SANTA ANMNA: T untier
Da},= Featuring the World
L_ I‘NHF‘I([ Eh HI‘:[]”
Cockofl, Md_v 312 Old
Armory Civic Center,
Gary James Memaorial
Park. santaannatexarg
452-8849 B354
SNYDER: Sniyder VWheals
Car Show, May 4-5. Towle
Park, smyderwhesls
carchubizom 325-573-8561
SNYDER: Cinco de Mayo,
[May 5 North Park
(Spanish Park). sny

J31e

SNYDER: May Cay,
tay 5. The Colizeum of
Sl‘yd&l. 5”}"""&"( '|:]”!L'E.‘|.
org 325-573-4035
VERNON: Cioans Picric,
tlay 5. Doans Crossing.
doansmaypicnic.com
Q40-839-8720

VERNON: Santa 2osa
Roundup Parade and
Rade May 16-12, Santa
Resz Rodeo Grounds.
santarosaroundupcam,
calendar 940-357-1607
WICHITA FALLS: After
Fishing, May 8,10
uth Weeks |~¢'1d

F40-761-7490

WICHITA FALLS: ajun
Fest, May 12. Downtown
Wichita Falls. facebock
comjzanunfestwf
P40-322-4525
WICHITA FALLS: Celzc
Warman: Homecoming
Tour, \11.-1\* 12. Memarial
i wimpec.com

PINEY WOODS

GLADEWATER:

Apron Strings: Ties to the
Past, May 12. Antique
District Apron Strings.
203-845-5501
HENDERSON: Cast Texas
Wildflower Trails, through
May 31 Various locations.

HUNTSVILLE: \Wine

Deown, Shep Small, May 2.
| listoric DD‘."."HL'GV.IH
Square. hurtsvillemain
street.com Y36-291-%726
HUNTSVILLE: Cinco de
f'v".ay'o: Md';.f 5. Walke:r
County Annex. acntsyvile
texas.com 936-291-972¢6

Sam | louston Mem)rh
r“qL.‘A:UIn r-\.J[CILI['I(..'!. S4rT1
houstonmemarialmuseurn
com 936-291-9726

JEFFE RS’ON "Battle for

Jefferson” Ciil War Re-
enactment, May 4 6
Cyprass Fiver Rarch,
battleforefferson.com
P03-240-1509

KILGORE: Ki|g<:|’§
Geekend, Pay .
|j{."v‘.f[ Lepwn Kll‘jt e
facebock.com/kilgore
geskend 203-218-6296

MAGMNOLIA: Corks &

Canvas on The Stroll,
Aay 12. The Stroll.

Cl I'DFIT'I&f 1AL

713-542-4353

TYLER: Red Dirt
Barbecue Fectival, May 5.
reddirtbbgfest.com
203-581-0604

TYLER: Celtic YWaman
in Cancert, May 10.
University of Texas al
-l.}'tﬁf: R. |‘J(]” (I..{]\c\l'r]['l

Fine & Performing Ar:s
Cenler. cowancenterong
03-566-7424

TYLER: Hit the Bricks,
May 12 Downtown Tyler.
wisittylercom/second
salurday $03-592-1461
TYLER: Tyler Cuic
Cherale 5ath Anniversary
Spring Gala, May 19. Fiest
Prasbiyterian Church,

CORSICAMA: Corsicana AirSho

tylerciviccharaleorg
90Z-557-6317

WOODVILLE: DlnrlLr o
the Grounds chz

Her itage Vi :
village.org 409-284 J 12

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

ADDISON: Bread.
trough May 6.
WaterTower Theatre,
watcrtowertneatre.crg
G2 450 8252

ADDISON; Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation—Great
Strides Walk, May 12,
Yitnuwian Park fightefet
Jorg 214-871-2222

ADDISON; Tazte Addison,
May 18-20. Acdisan
zcdisan

texas.com $72-450-2800
BOLIVAR: Unlim ted OIf-
Hoad Show—Jleep Hesort,
May “7-19, Tewas Frog Fest
Yenuz uorshowecom jee-
presorl 404-201-2807

BONHAM bcrhafr

Circla Park.

storic _.qu sre. visitbon
I.am com 903 5839830

BRYAM: Cooking Party:
Locally Sourcea, May 20,
The Vintage House

Restaurant, messirahof
JLom 975=-778-3483

CLARKSVILLE: Sarbecue
Smoke-Olf at Langterd
Lake, May 19, Langford

| ake, redrivercoc.com
ANF-427-7645

CLEBURNE: Tz Kill a
Mackingbird, &pril 27-28,
May 316 Plaza Theatre
Company. plaza-theatre
cam B17-202-0600
CLEBURME: C
Mayvo Celabration, May 5.
Hulen Park wisitcleburne
oo B17-645-0945

COLUMBUS: Magnolia
[ays, May 18-15.
Dlowintenen L_u|ur‘|bJ.‘;:
Caurthouse Square.
('.\’Jll”"l'n‘.‘: lexas.: H'\'}
Fr9-752-4305
CORSICANA: Cersicana
AirSho, May 19 KCRS,
C David Camphell Fied.
cuadron.org
03-467-71170

II"I{(\t{(‘

oy

DALLAS: Journey ro Space,

through May 6. Perot
Museam. perstruseam
org 214-420-5555

DALLAS: Homictown Texas:

Photographs by Petsr
Brown, Stories by Joe
helley, thraugh May 5.

PONE Gallery. panb
gallerycom 274-969-1852

DALLAS; Tre Power of
Gold: Asants Royal Regalia
from Ghana, through Aug.
12. Dallas Museum of Art,
dma.org

DALLAS: Bive, April 21-
May 6. Dallas Childrer's
Theater, detarg
214-975-0110

DALLAS: 2 Might of
Symphanic Hip Hop fea
turing Wyclef Jean with
the Dallaz POPRS, May 2.
Winspear Opera House.
alipac.org 214-830-0202
DALLAS: /

3-8, _)L‘v an

DALLAS: J't,'.'?ge."bcc K,
May 4-26. Dallas

Children’s T nzater. detorg
214-973-010

DALLAS: Sterling
Seulpture, May 5-Aug. 12
Nd.‘sh(‘” S(:Ull]‘““‘ ter
I'aS'1EI’3C.J||JL.th—Zf..!—Z ilercrg
DALLAS: Command

P:.‘l’ r{J'[']\"‘!n::l—‘.. I\”i?'.y 5,
ATeT Performing Arts
Coera

Ruby:

Center Winspear
House, allpacorg
214-8BC-0202

DALLAS: Tastz of Bishop
Arts Food and Historical
Tours, May 6,13, 20, 27,
Veracruz Cafe. dallas
hitasfoodiourscom
Q72-R14-55G7

DALLAS: House of
DIFFA, May 12, Ormni
Dallas. diffadallas.crg
214-748-9580
DALLAS: MLth ars,
Wea 3
Tours, May 12413,
Dallas by Chocolate.
dallasaychocelatecom
IT2-EB14-5597

DALLAS: AT&T Byron
Melsan, May 14-20
Tririty Forest Golf Cluks
atthyronnelsoncrg
24-945 9700

DALLAS: The Hicden
Dallas Tour, May 12
dallasbychocolatecom
Fr2-gla-hnay

DALLAS: Peter Hook & the
Light in Concert, May 22,
Cranada Theater. grana-
datheatarcom

214 824-9933

DECATUR: Cruise Michts
on the Co
Square, May 5. | listoric

Dlowntawn, decaturmain
street.com 920 299-9558

thovse

PHOTO BY BEN

mllleroutdoortheutre._com

HOUSTON, TEXAS -

REFURBISHED! RESTORED!

REOPENED!

The heart of historic Downtown Bryan beats again

with the re-opening of our beloved Queen Theatre!

Stop by for a visit and enjoy everythi

Bryan has to offer.

DowntownBryan.com

Downtown

DOWNTOWN

BRYAN

MAY 2015
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Bailey's Riding on a Dream Bull Riding
May 19,2018 - Dripping Springs Ranch Park
FEATURING: i

i Here!
Eﬁﬁ ! 254-897-3081

GLEN ROSE GlenRoseTexas.net

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

88 (vrashiphways.com

EVENTS

DECATUR: Eighter frem
Diecatur Food Truck
Chall: e, May 5,
[iacatur Chamber. zignter
foadtruckehallenge,
QEC-{IT7-3107
DENISON: lemporary
Exhinit: The Birth of
,'\fAS;_\.I lhml.r_]h Aug. 13
Eisenhcwer Birs

vi

im

lace,
2FY "I(}W(:"'Dll'ti"l
place.com $03-465-5908

DENISON: Eark & Paws,
ey 19 Heritage Park.
derisonlive.com
G03-4a3-2720

DENISON; Memioriz| Day
Parade, May 28. Main
Street, denisontexas.us
903-465-1551

DENTON: Twilight Tunes
Concat Series, May 3,10,
17,24, 31. Dewntown
Denton Courthouses on
the Sguare. dentanmain
street.org 940-367-7321

DENTON: Cince d=

M ayo, May 5,

940-367-781°

ELGIN: Sip, Shop. and
Strall, May 10, Histariz
Downtown Zlgin.
f‘lf__'.'ir'li'x.{:.'][n

ELGIN: Elgin Art Studic
Tour, May 19-20. Hisleric
[Dowintawn Elgin. elgintx
com

ENNIS: Sleeping Beauty,
Aprl 27-May 12, Theatrs
Rocks! theatrerocks com
Dr2-Hi8-5126

ENNIS: The 35 Steps, May
3-12. Ennis Puslic Theatrs.
ennispublictheatre.com
972-R7R-7529

e AT P e

sodidu:

GRAND PRAIRIE: Thoroughbred Racing

ENNIS: Maticnal Polka
Festival, May 25 27
[Cowntown Snnis,
ratioralpolkatestival.cam
G72-878-4748

FORT WORTH:

Forz Warth Cpera
Festiva. Aoril 27-May 1%,
Bass Performance Hall.
fwt:pvm.c}rc_: BI7-731-0726

FORT WORTH:

Mayfest, May 5-6.
Trinity Park. mayfest.org
817-332-1055

FORT WORTH: Dcan &
Dizluca lnvitatioral, May
21-27 Colanial Country
Tl deananddeluca
invitational.com
BI7-526-0118

GARLAND: Garland
Symphony Orchestra
Concort: Pranist &lex
McDaonald, May 11,
Grarville Arts Center.
garlandsymphonyorg
972-526-06M

GIDDINGS: | oo County
Fair and Charcoal
Ci‘lai'cng{'- Barbecue
Cackoff, May 17419,
Firernans Fark, leecounty
fairtx.com 979-343-3455

GLEM ROSE: Phote Tn':ur:
May 3,19, Fossil Rim
Wildlife Cantar fassilim
org 234-897-2360

GLEM ROSE: [Dulcirmer
Festival, May 1715,
Dakdale Park.
2he-REF-308]

GLEN ROSE: Memorial
Day Weekend Hand Bash,
May 24, Oacdale Park.
254-897-3081

GLEN ROSE: Uizcovery
Afrer Dark, May 27

Fazsil Rim Wildlife Center.

fosslrim.arg
254-897-2960
GRAND PRAIRIE:

Thoroughbred Racing,

April 19-July 22. Lane Star

Park. lonestarpark.com
Q72-263-7225
GRAPEYINE: 18505
Basebal. May 12 Mazh
Farmr. nashfarmiorg
§17-410-3185

GRAPEVINE: Iain Street
Fast—& Craft Brow
Cxperience, May 18-20,
Hizteric Cowntewn Main
S!I’{_‘(‘T i |'|"|[}('\a'i['(.‘![!Kd.‘\l].‘sﬂ
com B17-410-3185

GREENYILLE: ~.udie
Murphy Day, May 12.
Audie Murphy American
Cattan Museum.
cottonmusenmcom
Q03-450-4502

HALLETTSVILLE: Texas
i Warld War ! sreugh
Newv, 30, Friench Simpsc'srl
emaria Librany
nallettsvillzlibrary.org
I61-798-324% oxt JOR

IRVING: Las Co'inas
S‘y’rnph{]“:{' (‘)[L.h.‘hl[&
Yresants Planist Alex
McDara'd, May 21
[rving Mrs Center,
C—E"Jl’[)(!l']‘.[:.’ '_’jll
lascolinassymphany.erg
972-252-4800

LEWISVILLE: Kezzing
‘racition Alive Jam
cssion, May 11 Wayne
Ferguson Plaza,
Cit“l.'C;!L‘\'\fi.‘i‘.':”&.('.Dl’ﬂ
FI2-A1Y-5400

LEWISVILLE: Fiesta
Charra. May 2a.
|ewisville Rodec Arzra,
citycflawisvite.com

G2 215-3401

107

Pl

MADISONVILLE:
Madisonville Dovntown
Shop & Steall, May 11,
Dawntown Madisonville.
madisoncountychamber
afcommerce.com
PI6-348-355%]

MARLIN: Spring Dinne-
Theatre, M.—]y 11-12.
Palace Theatre.
palscetheatremarlincom

MCKINNEY: Bike: the
Bricks, May 25
Ciowntown McKinney
CownLoWnTICKINR2Y.Com
F72-547-2660

MCKINNEY: 5milcs
Charity Concert & Family
Festival, \-'1.3}.' 27 Acriatica
Village. smilezcharityorg
972-540-9714

MESQUITE: Mesquite
Creative Artists Exhibit,
May 1-31. Mesquite Arts
Coenter Main Gallery. mas-
quitcartscentercrg 372-

716-6444

MESQUITE: Cinco o
Mayo Celebration, May &,
Paschall Park. cityof
mascuitecom/pard
Q7a-216-6240

MESQUITE: Flarence
Ranch Homestead Tours,
May 12, Florence Ranch
Homestead.

historic quitearg
972-27G-6448

MESQUITE: Marketplace
Mesquite: Farmers' and
Artisan's Market, May 12,
26, Heritage Squarz in
Drownitewn Masoute.
rl-lf.‘rl']"'-|'k('[i.‘ldLH(h"ﬁ'.CDn‘l
214-793-61Z21

MESQUITE: Mescquit:
Symphony Orchestea
Concert: Spring is 1 the
Air, May 12, Mesquite Ars

courlesy Lone Star Park ar Grand Proirie



tached reply card thal corresponds to your sclection, fill in your name and address, and drop it in the mail. To
find our advertiser information online. go to texashighways.com/advertiser-information.

1 Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau

2 Andrews Chamber of Commerce & CYB

3 Bandera County Convention & Yisitors Bureau
4 Bastrop County Tourism

5 Bay Area Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau
6 Beaumont Botanical Gardens

7 Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau

8 Blanco Chamber of Commerce

9 Brady/McCulloch County Visitors Center

10 Brazosport Convention & Yisitors Council

11 Brenham/Washington County

12 Bullock Texas State History Museum

13 Cedar Park Tourism

14 City of Angleton

15 City of Bryan

16 City of Buda Department of Tourism

17 City of Grand Prairie

18 City of Huntsville

19 City of Longview - Tourism

20 City of Port Isabel

21 Cleburne Chamber of Commerce

22 Clifton Chamber of Commerce

23 Conroe Convention & Visitors Bureau

24 Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau
25 Cuero Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture
26 Dallas Arboretum

27 Denison Chamber of Commerce

28 Denton Convention & Visitors Bureau

29 Downtown Bryan, Texas

30 Dripping Springs Visitors Bureau

31 Ennis Convention & Visitors Bureau

32 Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau
33 Friends of Gillespie County Country Schools
Galveston Island

34 American Undersea Warfare Center

35 Galveston Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
36 Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier

37 Hilton Resort Galveston

38 Holiday Inn - Galvestan Beach Resort
-39 Hnllday Inn Seaside Beach Resmt

-4t Hotel Galvez & Spa’ : 2
42 Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rrg& Museum
-_-43 San Luis Resort Spa & Conference Center

" 44 The Grand 1894 Opera House
i '.45 The 'Fremcmt House :

: 46 Geurge Bush Lrbfary : i
o 47 George W Bush Presrdenfrall.lbrary and

.48 Georgetown Corwengien & \{‘srtersBureau
49 Glen Rose Conventren & Vlsrtnrs Bureaau
_:.'50 Grapevine Convention & Vlsiturs Bureau :
© 51 Greater New Brainfels Chamber of Cnmmertef

- 53 Highland Lakes Creative Args? :
: 54 Holiday Inn Club Vacatrens Lake Resorts
55 lrving Arts Center. - :
© 56 lrving Convention & V“srfurs B.ureau R
57 JL Bar Ranch & Resart

59 Krlgo.re ChamberofCommerce G
60 | LCRAParks R
61 League Crty Texas

63 MSC OPAS {Texas AgM Unurersrt}'}

- 66 MeKinney Con\rentrou & Visitors Bureau
: -61 MeNay Art Museum : _' -

68 Mll[erOutdoanhea e’ .
69 Mu5eum of the Amerrcau.lGr
Si10 Nacegdoches Canverltlon.&-\f_to _’Bureau
g 71 :National Museum ol the Pacr{__ War
T2 New Bi‘aurlﬁais Historical erselzm Association
: }'73 Palestme Vsrtor: Center -

TEXAS % HIGHWAYS

travel resource guide

TO RECEIVE FREE travel information from the following destinations, simply circle the number on the at-

40 Holiday Inn Resort Ga|ve5tun S

Museum -

52 Green\rrl[e Convention & Vlsrtors Burea

53 Kermlle Converrtion & Visnors Bureau

62 Lufklrl Convention & Vrsrters Bureau :

64 Marn Street Brenham

65 Marhle Falls:Lake LBJ Chamber of Cummer&e

and Cnnventmn & Visitors Bureau.

- g

Ffree

TRAVEL
INFO' :

-
S

————
- i,
S -

-
-

’a

74 Paris CVB{Lamar County Chamber of Commerce
75 Port Arthur Convention & Visitors Bureau
76 Port Lavaca Chamber of Commerce & Tourism
77 San Angelo Chamber of Commerce

78 San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau
79 Seguin Convention & Visitors Bureau

80 South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
81 Stark Cultural Venues

82 Temple Convention & Visitors Bureau

83 Texas Hill Country Trail Region

84 Texas Historical Commission

85 Texas Independence Trail Region

86 Texas Jack Wild West Qutfitter

87 Texas Parks & Wildlife

88 Texas State Aquarium

89 Texas State Railroad

90 The Center for the Arts & Sciences

91 The Colony

92 The Nature Conservancy

93 Thin Line Film Festival

94 Tyler Convention & Yisitors Bureau

95 Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau

96 Visit Bay City

97 Visit Big Bend

98 Visit Frisco

99 Visit Lubbock

100 Visit Plano

101 Waco Convention & Visitors Bureau

102 Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau
West Texas Co-op

103 Alpine, Texas

104 Big Bend Chamber of Commerce

105 Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce

106 Fort Stockton Convention & Visitors Bureau
107 City of Marfa

108 Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau

109 VisitMidland

110 Wichita Falls Convention & Yisitors Bureau

YISIT TEXASHIGHWAYS.COM AND SUBSCRIBE TO THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS E-NEWSLETTER
FOR PREVIEWS OF UPCOMING STORIES, CONTESTS, AND EVENT HIGHLIGHTS.
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EVENTS

Center Concert Hall
mesquitesymphoryarg
Gil-216-6444 or
972-216-8127

MESQUITE: Mesquite
Meander Histeric
Cemelery Dur Ma} 18-
15. Mcﬂ.ql ite L.e
mmesmize_org
G7I-216-6468

MESQUITE: Opal
Lawrance Historical
Park Tours, May 26.
b stoncmescuitenry
G73-2156-6468

NOCONA: Cruisin’
MNocona, May 5.
Downtown Nacona
nocona.org 940-825-3526

PARIS: Cruisin’ or the
Plaza, May 4. Downtown
Paris |-0unta|n Plaza.
paristexas.com
D03-7BL-250

PARIS: Urcle lasse Big
Bass Fishing Tournzment,
May 5 Par Mayse Lake.
paristexas.com
BOZ-784-2501

PARIS: Wings over Paris,
May 12, Cox Field.
paristexas.com

PLANO: Courtyard Texas
Fusic Serias, May 3.
Courtyard Theater, visit
plano.com 972-941-5600

90 ierashighways.com

PLANO: Asia=est. May &,
'_E’](Jgﬂl'd PFII'I(. asiar
arnericanheritage.org
973-379-9351

PLANO: Head for the
Cure 5 Race far Brain
Cancer Research, May 5.
Oak Foint Park
Amphitheatre. headfor
thecure org/nerth-texas
816-218-68/1

plﬂ"o qf(‘(]ll:(‘ afit! !
Mirrors, May 10-26,
Reover Dramawerks. rover
drarmawierks.com

972 849 0558

5H|NER Wemerial Cay
Service, May 28, Green-
Yekson Park. shinertx

£em 367-554-4180

TEMPLE: Sirst Fricay, May
4, Downtewn Temple,

discovertermpl
254-298-5378

TEMPLE: Family Days,
-\’I-TI‘,' 5 Tt:mph‘ Railroac
& Heritage Museum,
Tl'[ni]it‘.fr " '(][(_]
204-398-5177

TEMPLE: Mazional Train
Dlay, May 12. Temple
Railroad & |Heritaqe
Museum. templerhmuarg
254-398-5172

WACO: feeniage Murant

f\'.r.. Tortles: Secrels L"ruﬂt‘

e.com

Sewer, through May 6.
Maybaorn Museurm

Comples, baylereduf
miaybomn 254-710-1110

WACD: Faces of the
Southern Clezan, April 30-
Moy 25 Maybom
Museun Complex.
baylaradu /maybom
25470710

WACO: Kidroohilee May
5. Cameron Park Zoo.
cameronparkzoo.com
254-750-8£00

WACO: Beyond the

Storm: 65t Anniversary
Cemrmemcration of the
Waco lomade, May 10,
Mavbern Museur

Ct:r!’l[]](‘.!. l]r]':,'
mayborn 254

WAXAHACHIE:
Scarborough Renaissance
Festival, May 5-6, 12-13,
19-20, 26-28. stfastival
com §72-938-5247

WAXAHACHIE: Circo De
Mayo Fostival, May 4-5.
Jowntown Waxahachie
elliscountyhispanicorg,
com 46%9-309-2040
WYLIE: Padal Car Races,
May & Downtowr Wilie
wylielexasgoy 972-576-
G014

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS

SAN ANTONIO: 54200
Commemorative Week,
IMay 1-6. sanantonioZ00
orgfcommemerative-
\".r(‘[’k

SANANTONIO: ‘Y=!low

n Project, May
han Antonio River
k. thasanantonic
riverwalk.com

SAN ANTONIO; Culinariz
Wine + Food Festival,
May 17-20. La Cantera
Resert. c:|.|ir'drid.“.a.0rg 210-
§22-9555

SAN ANTONIO: Ritmo y
Carcitin: Cv‘."‘:‘.b’alir'lg 200
Years of San Antonio’
Histeric Missicns, May 20.
Basilica of the Mational
Shrinz of the Little Flower.
sachoraisoc etyorg
210738 447

f\los
American lf‘resl Mz
F‘ iscoe Western Art
Museurm, briscoemuseurn
org 710-299-4499
SAN ANTONIO: Special
Exhibition: Andly Warkol,
Cowhoys and Indians, May
25-Sept. 3. Briscoe

Western Art Musaum,
}I’I COCTTHAELTTLOT (]

r Parade, May
1 River Trealre.
thesznantonioriverwak
com 210-227-4262

SAN ANTONIO: Special
Exhibition: Billy Schenck
and the Roots of
Western Pop Art, May
25-Sept. 3, Briscoe

Western Art Muaseum.
briscos 2L
org 210-296-4495

SAN ANTONIO: Memarial
[Cay Artisan Show, May
2528 Downzowr River
Walk Extersion.
thesanantoniariverwa k
com 210-227-4262

W

SAN ANTOMNIO: ight of
Artists, throuqh June 6.
Briscoe Westarm Art

WANT MORE? VIEW THE TEXAS
HIGHWAYS EVENTS CALENDAR AT
texashighways.com/events.

For a free printed copy of an evern more detalled, quarterly
schedule of events. go to texashighways.com/freepubs:

o lexas Highways Events Calendar, PO, Box 145245,

Austin, X 78714 9249, or call B00-452-9297 fror any-
where in the US. or Canada, between 8 am-6 pm. Central.

For Texas travel questions, call 300 4525292 ta reach a

TDOT

._I’o_":'u'[_‘l |r|f-.'_)rrn-'4.'. ion ':‘.‘.('H‘ £, where & ;)fJfES;h_.r'al

travel counse or will provide routing assistance, advise you
of road conditions, and send brochures (ncluding the of-

fivial Jexas State |

ide, Texas Cfficial Travel Map,

and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).

To submit event information, visil texasnighways.com
and g to Events, Event Submission form; email;
texasevents@cotgoy: or mall: lexas Highways Events
Calendar, Zox 141009, Austin, [X 78714 1009, Listing
deadlines: Spring (March, April, May) Dec 1y Surmmer

(une, July &g
Winter (Dec,

Marek 1 Fall (Sept, Ocr, Mew) June
Jzn, Fan)) Sept. 1,

~ & Rad Wine Stroll
through Bistoric Brenham

JUNE 9, 2018
3-Tpm o $25

thru May 27 or $30 May 28 & after

- Available online af:
MmBrmham.com/Summerslp




TRAVEL MATTERS

continued fram page %6

to Round Top?

A: Aimee: Go to Round Top
Mercantile Company and order
sandwiches,

Jolie: It's like Subway. hut better.

Aimee: Yeah. Get a sack lunch and
go drive around on the back roads and
just cruise. There are so many amuaz-
ing farmhouses out here. And then
go to Festival Hill, explore that whole
ared, Come here in the off-season to
shop a little hit, cat some good fond, like
at Royers [Round Top Cafd]. and just
slow down on the back roads. Come
visit us, hang out here.

Q: Where's your favorite place to travel
in 'lexas?

A: Aimee: We stop as much as we
can in Kilgore at the East Texas (il
Musecum,

Jolie: Oh my gosh, that’s our favorite,
Ithink for one, that’s home. We grew
up in Overton, which is 12 miles from
Kilgore.

Aimee: You are in this museum part,
then vou open these old-timey looking
doors and you literally walk into...

Jolie: ... the oil boom of the 1930s. It's
aroud with old cars with their tires
stuck in the mud.

Aimee: And they have stulfed horses
and donkeys pulling the wagons. It'sa
little eerie, but it’s the coolest.

Q: What's your favarite part about flea
markets?

A: Jolie: The dealers have such di-
verse backgrounds—former lawyers,
former doctors, former CPAs, former
convicls. We have ex-cons who are
our junker friends. Evervhody has re-
ally fascinating and inleresting hacle-
stories, and they all chose this. which
is what's really great. Everybody has
this common love, and evervhody is
happy because they chose to be here.
Soit’s a really cool environment. And
the evenings are so fun because there’s
Texas music, there’s beer, there’s
good lood, and everybody’s milling
around the flea market with little lights
everywhere.

JUNK GYPSIES

Find the Junk Gypsies at gypsyville
.com and visit their storefront at 1215
State Highway 237 in Round Top.

Q: What are your favorite memories of
traveling around the state?

A: Aimcee: We don't quite as much
now, but we used to stop at every dive
bar, like Devil's Backbone Tavern [in
Fischer]—that place is amazing—and
every little diner and quirky little spot.
Thal was kind of our thing, stopping in
all those places. The road does thisto
vou—you just get so flexible. You may
or may not male it there that night.
You just have to be open to that. You
have to be open to the road, the uni-
verse of the road.

Q: Growing up. yowworked at your
parents’ pizza restaurant—iwhat busi-
ness lessons did you learn from them?

A: Aimee: They treated people so
good and were super hard workers.
They would take us out of school some-
times and take us on a road trip. And it
mighl jusl be going to New Brauntels,
or going to Dallas to go to the museum,
or going to Canton to the flea markel.

It wasn't really ahout making money.
It was aboul making a good life.

Q: How do you explain your success?

A: Jolie: Tthink it's a combination
of hard work and always sticking true
and firm to our beliefs. The ultimate
goal was to be with our families, to
worl together with our kids.

Aimee: We always feel like Junk
Gy psy evolved into its own being, and
were just running hehind, trying to
calch up all the time. We could never
sell the soul of Junk Gypsy. We held
onto that. and for some reason,
people keep liking what we do. and
we're thankful. L

40-4349) iz oublished
Texas Department o “rarsportaton. 150 2 €.
J’A\.uslir Texe ne 312-486-5838, fax 572-486-5879,
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" Real East Té

[ Youn AnvERTU STARTS HERE ‘

Come to Longview for
year-round opportunities to
enjoy events, arts, music, theater,
museums, amazing barbecue,
hot air balloon flights, zip-lining,
off-road adventures, and the great
outdoors of East Texas.

July 4
Fireworks and Freedom
Celebration

July 27-29
Great Texas Balloon Race

July 28-29
AKC Dog Show

2

August 10-12
Ink Life Tattoo and Music Festival

Real East Texas

« LONGVIEW

S VINTIAES BUASAN

903.753.3281 — 300 W. Colton St., Longview, TX 75601
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Welcome aboard!

Embark on an industrial-strength discovery
in a modery museum seiting. The Ooean
Staroffers the opporiusty to physically
enter the world of the offshare industry,
Somuch of our madern saciety relies on
oiland-things made from it. At the Ceean
StarMussum lsarn how hydrocarhons form
and what 1t takes to exiract them from the

earth~from people and processes fo tools -

aind technologies, -

Dpen seven days a waek for self guided
tours, step abaard for 2 unigue jearning

adyenture. Discount fatas are available for

groups,

wyew.OceanStarJEC som
408-766-7827

flore than a placeto stay, A niace 1o play!
Set away from the bustie of downiown.
vou'll enioy wilia accommodations with
fulfy egtipped Ritchens. fving and dining
arzas, plus free Wi-Fi intornet access: Al
willas foature private bajconies overinoking
the Bulf of Mexice, The hoated, putdoar
infinity-eden pool and lrge hot tih offer
divest, wattrfront heach aceass and 2 new
recreating area. The whow fasiiby will enjoy
half-court haskethall, shuffichoard court,
fieach valldvbalf and sethorball. We also

© uffer 3 24/7 fitress conter to gunsts 247
- and pichic arsas for sitdoor dining.

* holidayianclubyacations car/

galvestohheach

- BBB-234-7784

Youtperfect family gataway awaiis at

Haoliday lnn Club Vagations ™ Galveston
Seasids Resort! The quiet resort just south

i Houston provides a relaxing and unigue
Galvestan lzland experience. Oifering

newly renovated fwo to thres bedroom villa
tordges Upgrade ta a Signatira Doliection
nwo-bedroom fuxury hotet-suite, condo-
siyie accammodations also featurs fully
aatipped delitie kitchens, ving raoms,
full-sized washers and drvers. private
patios or baiconies ana mare o take your
stayie anather level Plus, save monay by
praparing meals invour full kitchen with
cockware and dining tabio with fableware:
Wi-F1 and parking are complimontary!

vagatiyins comisepsidaresort




Galveston Isiand Historic
Pleasure Pier

Your paranise awaits vauat The San
Lisis Resost an Galveston istand: The
oputent. 1B-stary hotel oifers favish
acconmcdatons, broathiaking Gulf vigws
and unmatched, sersonatized service.
The ultimate retreat is complete with
superior amenities insluding The Dove
at The San Luis, the iesorfs reimagined
noel and vutdoor gasis, the mdulzent Spa
San Lks, two rlnqlaﬂnf mu lguesand thg
; i«”fk‘ A‘mst Wil

entertainmeit serfect {or s:a-.rg!as, i&auhe_s
aivd groups: Expienience the vervbest i

slegance and condfort &t The San Luis Hotel,

SOCh.oom

Famiv-lun iging iO'"L at the Holiday Inn
Rusart Galveston - Qo the Beach this
summer! Guesis agos five 1o twelve Gan
gEl thuir game on playiag the fatest X-box

innes Picasse wilh paibting agtivities, ang

partake in fun graup games like hida hoop

contesis and giant Jenga. by the evenings,
enjov family friendly miovies pogiside or

head o 8. Jimeer's {or daily happy bour and.

nightly Iive epterminment!

GalvpstanHelidayinn com
o ARS-PG-E2G0

Suall tpiihe sun'at the Hilton Galvestan

Jsland Besert The well-anpoiited reaoty
oifers exceptional acemnmodations and

amenities coupiad with fun-filled summer

‘anrivities far the whole fa““ ige

anjovl Partaks in excifing boo! cames a.-«é
ACHwitiag, incluu‘iﬂ;ﬁ Heach hinga, mme&!o

« and arfs And ceafis, ar sipon a cuckiad

puoigide and enjoy great inusic from
five s, Between & dynamic insup of
activiiing, & vastve a*.y of diring aptiong
Z!,Ju A fogation steps away from ihe beach,

guly sometinng for everyone af the
Hi!‘mﬁ Galvesion tsland Besugt,

Batvastontitun LEnT
405-744-5000




Browse your favorite snops, grab cE cleamat La
King's, ding in one of the isiand’s most popilar.
restaurants or take in a show at The Grand 1884
Opera House - all just staps away from Tha
Tromant House, A Windiam Géand ™ Hot
Galyveston, The Tremont Holse, & houtighe st
hotel lacatad 0 the heart of Tha Sirnd Hisranis
District, affers Gabitston's only Ronftop Bay, the
popuiar 888 Toujmise Bar aad casual dining

T

at Tremant Cafe, s the perfoor location fer a

romantic escape of gins’ getaway with ey is :

stre and do within wafidng distanee,

Remember The Tramont H-:a:s::-ié-in‘-‘rhrf Hoartof

avery downtown Testival so shicck the Galsnday =

for upsoming pvants on the island or monthly.
happenings, ke Movie Niteand Music Rite an

The Strand, The hotelis alss s popular ventsdoy o

waddings and meeings. Douplesirans

¥
7
g

8 S B

- hotels ballrpon inta Theis own fairyiato wedding

wirile-nlspners appraciate the fioos to eiling
windaws tp rejuvenate sdandess,

Gluests enjovan exceptionallevel of semvics

avid gomplimantary WisFiarihis fopyated
Tripfdvisnr“hotel Take advantage of our Back
Kb and Save 0% Hate + 100 Bonus Polnts

982y and sars poineg for Vol vext visit at

any Wyndham praperty. The hietel afso oifsrs

discounisfor AAA and AARP members,

Ths Tremant Houss, AWyndhas Grang™ Hotel:
2400 Shin's Mecharic Rove Gekieston 3X = ©
4892630500 = s e :
e TromaniHeuse o
wndiam.con

T
iR
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THE DAYTRIPPER

WITH CHET GARNER

Get Cracking

ESTLED IN THE northern reaches of the Texas Hill Country is the laid-hack

town of San Saba, also known as the “Pecan Capital of the World.” While the
endless acres ol native nuts have made San Saha Counly famous, I found lots of
reasons to fall for this charming town.

8 a.m. Istrolled past the stately San
Saba County Courthouse and found
myself'in the heart of downtown. My
first stop was Oliver and Co. Cafe, a hip
coffee shop that offers pastries, salads,
sandwiches, and the best cup of joe
in town. | enjoyed a bowl of steel-cut
oatmeal as the locals slopped in for a
morning fix. Above the café sits the
renovated Dofflemyer Hotel, which
could give any big-city boutique lodging
arun for its money.

9 a.M. Intrigued by a giant boot
sign, I crossed the street to Harry's
Boots. This iconic shop has sold boots
and Western wear since 1939 and
now stretches across five downtown
huildings. Its customers come from far
and wide, and include many families
who've shopped here (or generations.

10 a.m. T was time to explore San
Saba’s main industry, which revolves
around the “official state nut of Texas.”
It all goes back (o the mid-1800s when
traveling English cabinetmaker E.E.
Risien discovered wild pecans growing

along the San Saba River. He decided

to plant his own and subsequently
founded the Texas pecan industry by
developing some of the most popular
pecan varieties in Lthe world, His family
is still in town running the Millican
Pecan Company. I stopped in for a
hisiory lesson and to sample some
“Carmillicans,”
which are gooey
clusters of homemade
caramel, pecans, and

Chet Garner is the
host of The Daytripper®
travel show on PBS,

To view the San Saba

milk chocolate. episode visit

10:30 a.m.

thedaytripper.com.

shop and sampled dozens of infused
olive oils and vinegars, ranging from
hlazing-hot habanero olive oil to hlack-
herry-ginger balsamic vinegar,

1 p.M. Ready to give my stomach
arest, L headed out on a hike through
San Saba River Nature Park. 1
explored the ruins of the town's first
watermill and discovered some hidden
waterfalls until I eventually arrived on
the banks of the San Saba River. Rather
than resting, I decided to [ind the
source of this spring-fod creek.

& .M. I crossed the highway and
found myself at Mill Pond. a spring-fed
lake already full of follks enjoying a
reprieve from the afternoon sun.
Luckily. I had brought my swimsuit. so
I decided to join them. I jumped off the
dock and onlo the floating trampoline
as nearby paddleboarders laughed at
my terrible form.

4 p.M. T had skipped lunch, so I
headed to Youngs Burritos & BBQ for
an early dinner. The brisket burrito
was one of the best I've ever had, with
flavorful mesquite-smoked brisket,
Iresh pico de gallo, and spicy jalapeno
sauce all wrapped in a flour tortilla.
The homemade bread pudding for des-
sert perfected the meal.

3 P.M. Next. [ grabbed a seal at
Wedding Oak Winery as lounder
Mike McHenry explained the
varictals and how the historic
“Wedding Oak” tree. located
Jjust a mile away, inspired the
winery s name. This tree was
a popular gathering spot for

Ispent the rest of
the morning visiting pecan shops,
indulging along the way. [ bought some
amazing pecan cotfee at Alamo Pecan
& Coffee; nibbled on some delicious
cinnamon-sugar pecans from Oliver
Pecan Company: and bought an entire
pecan pic from The Great San Saba
River Pecan Company.

NOON Nceding to balance my
sugar overload, I headed 1o the San
Saba Olive Oil Company. I roamed the

Native Americans and for early
settler weddings. I ordered a glass of a
popular tempranillo blend called Tioja
to take to the shady back patio.

I realized I still had a few candied
pecans in my pocket, which paired
deliciously with the wine. It's easy
to see why [olks are nuts about San
Saba. I'm right there with them. So
whether you follow my footsteps or
forge vour own path, I hope to see you
on the road. L

Contact the San Saba Visitors Center at 325-372-5200: visitsansabatexas.com

FPhato: © Hogaboom Read, Ine.
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TRAVEL MATTERS

TRAVEL TALK WITH TRUE TEXANS

Sister, Sister

The Junk Gypsy empire keeps growing

story by Kimya Kavehkar

ORSISTERS AIMEE AND JOLIE SIKES, IT ALLBEGAN WITH A

patch of green shag carpet. As preteens in East Texas, they

plucked the relic [rom a pile of discarded [urniture and repur-
posed it in their tree house. Now the duo, popularly known as the
Junk Gypsies, have made a very successful pursuit out of furning
other people’s trash into treasure, or “junking.” The sisters” brand
includes the Junk Gypsy Company retail store in Round Top, a
self-titled book, merchandise ranging from fringed cowgirl boots Lo
rulfled bedding, and a TV show.

The Junk Gy psies got their starl in 1998 when Aimee and her
mother, Janie, a flea market devotee, set up a booth at Canton’s First
Monday Trade Days to sell stuff they had collected from across Texas,
Younger sister Jolie joined them two years later. Cultivating a rebel-
lious, wild-hearted cowgirl aesthetic, the Junk Gypsies caught the eye
ol couniry star Miranda Lambert. who called on the sisters to “junk-
ity” her tour bus and decorate her 2011 wedding to Blake Shelton.

The Sikes national profile exploded in 2012 with the premier of
Junk Gypsies, which ran for one season on HGTV and two morc on
sister network Great American Country. The sisters’ pleasant drawls,
feisty spirits, and crafty skills won the hearts of home improvement
enthusiasts and propelled them to more projects. both on-camera and

96 ceashiphways.com

“They're
coming here
for a soul
vacation.
They're
coming here
to be a part of
this kindred
spirit feeling.
It’s like the
Woodstock of
antigues.”

off. They currently star in
two digital scries: one on
GTV.com called That Junk
Gypsy Life and one on Face-
book called The Find & The Fix,
T'his yvear, the Junk Gypsies—
a family business incorporating
three generalions of Sikes—are
celebrating their 20th anniver-
sary with the opening of the
Wander Inn, located behind the
Junk Gypsy Company store in
Round Top. The bed and hreak-
fast’s two ranch-style properties
exude Junk Gypsy style, com-
plete with neon lighting, vintage
signage, and Americana flair,
With only eight rooms. the inn
ig sure to hook up early during
the world-renowned Original
Round Top Antigues Fair, held
annually in April and October.

o Youtwohave been setiled

Q * inRound Top jor scven
yearsnoiw. What made yow wand to
call the toun home?

o Jolie: It was already

* like a home away from
home, but we really love it here.
The land and the countryside
and the hillside.

Aimee: And the people. Be-
cause of the antiques scene here.
people are constantly in town
from all over the world.

Q: The Round Top Antigues
Fuir seams to have growmn into an
international phenomenon in re-
cont Yoars.

A: Aimee: T think the antigues
show has always been un, but
I think now it’'s infinitely more
fun, and people aren’t coming
here just for antiques. They're
coming here for a soul vacation.
They're coming here to be a part
of this kindred spirit feeling. [t’s
like the Woodslock of anfigues.

Q: What would you recommend

fﬂ'?" o newecomer > continuved on page 91

IHustration by Douglas B. Jones



Spring
into
Summer

Founded in 1955. these
spring-fed pools are a
prime summer hideout

Photo: Will van Owerh

Rope swings dangling from centuries-old cypre ampgrounds. waterfalls. and mani-
cured foliage surrounding grottos and natural swimming holes have attracted families to the
idyllic waters of Krause Springs for generations. Since the 1950s, the Krause family has oper-
ated this 115-acre paradise in the Texas Hill Couniry—added to the National Register of Historic
e ils undisiurbed Nat 1e 1 burial sites. Its 68
ers. krausesprings.net




. APIIENE
Children’s Art & Literacy Festival

+ | Cele-brdte' iI-I'u's't'rqtor

Book Time in the Storybook Capital of America | abilenevisito



