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At their regular monthly meeting held Tuesday, September 21, 2004, the Edwards Aquifer Authority Board of
Directors voted to appoint Mr. Joe Parker as Director District 14 - Uvalde County. The board appointed Mr. Parker
to fill the position vacated by Mr. Rogelio Muhoz who resigned from the board in July. Muhoz was an original
member of the board appointed by the Legislature in 1995, and elected in 1996 and 2000. Mr. Parker is a
resident of Uvalde and is an active member of the community.

In addition, Authority directors adopted a resolution declaring unopposed candidates elected to office from five
single-member districts within the boundaries of the Authority. They are District 2 Director (Bexar County) - Levi
Jackson, Ill, District 4 Director (Bexar County) - Bonnie Conner, District 8 Director (Comal County) - Ramon
Chapa, Jr., District 10 Director (Hays County) - Kenneth Barnes, and District 12 Director (Medina County) - Hunter
Schuehle.

In other action, Authority directors appointed Ms. Velma R. Danielson, Interim General Manager of the Authority
until the position of General Manager is filled. Ms. Danielson currently serves as Deputy General Manager and
has worked at the Authority and its predecessor agency for 14 years. Gregory M. Ellis, General Manager
submitted his resignation to the board effective October 4, 2004. At that time, Mr. Ellis will serve as a consultant
to the Authority through December 31, 2004.

Authority directors also received a report from Mr. Gene Dawson, Pape-Dawson Engineers, on the recom-
mendations of the Authority's Water Quality Advisory Task Force. Mr. Dawson served as a member of the water
quality task force appointed by the Authority in November 2003. The recommendations encompass several broad
categories to protect the water quality of the Edwards Aquifer and include research, education, and regulation.
The board will study these recommendations and consider them as new studies are initiated and future rules are
promulgated.

In other business, Authority directors approved twenty-one initial regular permits representing approximately
8,200 acre-feet of Edwards groundwater. Ten of these permits were for applicants who had previously filed
protests on their proposed permits. After further review of the applicants' files, all parties agreed the applicants
provided additional documentation to substantiate their claims for more Edwards groundwater than originally
proposed by staff. The board also denied one permit application. To date, the Authority has issued 779 Initial
Regular Permit applications representing 523,570 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer groundwater withdrawal rights,
and denied 199 permit applications. Approximately 116 permit applications remain pending final action.

Authority directors also voted to deny the permit application of Mr. Glenn & Mrs. JoLynn Bragg and grant the
initial regular permit applications for Mr. Glen W. Morgan and Ms. Charlotte Woodley. Action on these
applications was based on recommendations received from the State Office of Administrative Hearings. The
Bragg's permit application was denied because it was determined that the applicants did not own a well that
withdrew and beneficially used groundwater from the Edwards Aquifer during the historical period, (June 1, 1972
through May 31, 1993). The permit applications for Mr. Glenn W. Morgan and Ms. Charlotte Woodley were
granted because the administrative law judge found their applications met all the requirements entitling them to
an initial regular permit. This action by the board represents the judicial authority granted to it by the Texas
Legislature. Each applicant may appeal the board's decision to state district court.
Lastly, the board approved a $250,000 contract with the Witte Museum to fund the Edwards Aquifer Simulation
Theatre. The theatre will provide a real-time 3-D immersive experience of a journey through the Edwards Aquifer.
The theatre, part of the Witte Water Works exhibit, is scheduled to open in March 2005.
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Edwards Aquifer Optimization Program Update
by John Hoyt, Program Manager - Aquifer Science



Edwards Aquifer Optimization Program Update (continue)
by John Hoyt, Program Manager - Aquifer Science

In September, Authority directors granted eleven groundwater withdrawal permits representing approximately
5603.216 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer groundwater withdrawal rights and denied one permit application. The
board also approved agreed final orders and permits for nine applicants representing approximately 2259.967
acre-feet of Edwards groundwater.

In addition, Authority directors concurred with the opinion of the State Office of Administrative Hearings,
Administrative Law Judges' proposal for decisions, denied one-permit application, and granted two others.
These Initial Regular Permits represent approximately 1182.400 acre-feet of Edwards groundwater.
To date the Authority has issued final decisions on 1003 Initial Regular Permit applications representing
approximately 92% of all applications filed with the Authority. The Authority has granted 802 permits and denied
201 permit applications representing a total of 532,615 acre-feet of Edwards Aquifer permitted groundwater
withdrawal rights. Approximately 90 permit applications remain, representing approximately 39,247 acre-feet of
proposed Edwards's groundwater withdrawal rights.

For information regarding this program, contact Robert Burns, Permits Coordinator.



The Authority operates 58 "real-time" precipitation gauges that transmit data to the Authority office every 6
minutes. The rain gauges are generally located over the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone and Drainage Area.
Acquired data is used in aquifer recharge calculations, precipitation enhancement program evaluations, and a
variety of research projects.

The September 2004 rainfall totals map, as recorded by the real-time gauging system, indicated moderate
regional precipitation was recorded over the gauging system area. For generally the third month in a row,
rainfall measurements were below normal as recorded at the official National Weather Service stations at
Uvalde, Hondo, San Antonio, New Braunfels and San Marcos; however, Authority gauging system data
indicates more significant rain occurred within and north of the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone. Average rain-
fall this month measured at 2.2 inches (as compared to 2.6 inches in August) with the highest measurement of
6.6 inches recorded in eastern Kinney County. Rainfall totals exceeding 3 inches were recorded over large
parts of northeastern Bexar and central Comal counties, western Bandera County, and eastern Kinney County.
Only a few small areas reported less than 1 inch of precipitation in September; these areas included north-
western Uvalde County, northeastern Medina County and eastern Bandera County. None of the recording
stations measured zero rainfall this month

If you have questions regarding the Authority's real-time precipitation gauging system, please contact
Earl Parker, Program Manager - Investigations and Monitoring.
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In 2004, the Edwards Aquifer Authority (the Authority) amended the Groundwater Conservation Plans (GCP) to
reflect changes in EDWARDS AQUIFER AUTHORITY RULES ch. 715 (Comprehensive Water Management
Plan Implementation), subch C (relating to Groundwater Conservation and Reuse Rules, and the Groundwater
Conservation Plan requirements) adopted in 2003.

The Authority has been receiving GCPs since March (for municipal users). One of the changes in the 2003 rules
was excluding irrigators that have an on-farm application efficiency of 60% from submitting a GCP. Irrigation
Assessments Forms were distributed to irrigation applicants in order to assist the user in determining their
current irrigation application efficiency and also to determine if a groundwater conservation plan is necessary.
Irrigators that do not meet a minimum of 60% "on farm" irrigation efficiency will be required to submit a ground-
water conservation plan.

On September 9, Authority staff conducted two conservation workshops for irrigators at the Uvalde Civic Center
and the Braden Keller Community Center in Castroville. At the workshops, irrigation users received instructions
on how to determine "on-farm" irrigation efficiency using the Agricultural Irrigation Assessment Form and
instructions on completing and submitting a Groundwater Conservation Plan. Authority staff is currently
receiving both Agricultural Irrigation Assessment Forms and Conservation Plans for irrigation users. The dead-
line for applicants to submit an Irrigation Assessment form and/or a Groundwater Conservation Plan was
Thursday, September 30, 2004.

For more information contact Javier Hernandez, Conservation Coordinator.

Habitat Conservation Plan
by Rick Ilgner, Program Manager - Groundwater Management Strategies

In 1999, the Authority began developing a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) to provide for "Take" of endangered
or threatened species at Comal and San Marcos springs and associated ecosystems incidental to otherwise
lawful activities. The HCP will also include measures to adequately minimize and mitigate the effects of any
incidental "Take." The HCP is divided into two phases. Phase 1, data collection and analysis and Phase 2,
development of a draft HCP.

In September 2004, Authority directors accepted the revised Draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and
released it for public comment. The preferred management alternative in the revised HCP includes:

" Withdrawal limit through December 31, 2007 set at 450,000 acre/ft per annum.
" Additional withdrawals will be allowed for interruptible and uninterruptible groundwater rights and

for term permits according to rules adopted by the Authority and instructions specified in theAct.
* Demand management/critical period pumping will not exceed 350,000 acre-feet per year if the

worst drought conditions (Stage IV) are in effect for an entire calendar year.
* The alternative includes a high number of mitigation measures.

The HCP is available for public comment through December 3, 2004 and four public hearings are scheduled
throughout the region, including Victoria for members of the public to come learn more about the HCP. Meeting
dates are included in the calendar section of this report. The Authority will provide a written response to all
written comments received and submit them to the board for consideration at their January 2005 board
meeting. Once approved by the board the revised draft HCP, will be submitted to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service forformal review and consideration.

For more information on the Authority's draft HCP please contact Bob Hall, Research Coordinator.
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On January 13, staff issued 294 non-agricultural aquifer management fee invoices based on authorized use for
2004. These invoices were based on an aquifer management fee rate of $29.00 per acre-foot. As of September
30, the Authority has collected $7,164,395 or 76% of the budgeted amount. Aquifer management fees totaling
$25,000 from 15 pumpers are considered delinquent.

Aquifer management fees for 2003 agricultural use were due January 31. As set forth in the Edwards Aquifer
Authority Act, the aquifer management fee rate for agricultural users is $2.00 per acre-foot. As of September
30, the Authority has received reports from 657 agricultural users totaling 82,862 acre-feet of groundwater used
in 2003. To date, the Authority has collected $165,711 in aquifer management fee revenue or 83% of the
amount budgeted.

If you have questions regarding the aquifer management fees, please call Brock Curry, Program Manager -
Administration.
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The J-17 index well J-17 (San Antonio) Index Well -
level average in September 2004
September 2004
684.7' above me in
sea level (msl) - up
0.2 feet from last
month's average of
684.5' msl. The
September 2004 high
was 685.5'
(September 8) and
the low was 684.0'
(September 1), a
range of 1.5 feet.

The September 2004
average is 24.3 feet
above the J-17
historical monthly
average for
September of 660.4'
msI.

U,

(U
Ci
E
Ci

0
.0

(U

Ci

-J

Ci
(U

700.0

690.0

680.0

670.0

660.0

650.0

- - - -- -- - -J-17 (San Antonio)

Historical Monthly Average
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Day

September 2004 September 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 685.5 684.7 June 14, 1992 703.3
Minimum 684.0 677.8 August 17, 1956 612.5
Average 684.7 681.8 september (1932-2003 660.4



The Hondo index well
level average in
September 2004 was
757.8' above mean sea
level (msl) - up 1.0 foot
from last month's
average of 756.8' msl.
The September 2004
high was 759.1'
(September 8) and the
low was 756.5'
(September 23), a
range of 2.6 feet.

The September 2004
average is 41.7 feet
above the Hondo Well
historical monthly
average for September
of 716.1' msl.

The J-27 index well
level average in
September 2004 was
882.9' above mean
sea level (msl) - up 1.0
foot from last month's
average of 881.9' msl.
The September 2004
high was 883.1' (last
occurring on
September 30) and
the low was 882.6'
(last occurring on
September 4), a range
of 0.5 feet.

The September 2004
average is 15.3 feet
above the J-27
historical monthly
average for
September of 867.6'
msl.

Hondo Index Well -
September 2004
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Maximum 759.1 743.3 June 14, 1992 779.0
Minimum 756.5 736.2 June 29, 1990 651.0
Average 757.8 740.2 Peptember (1986-2003 712.6
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J-27 (Uvalde) Index Well -
September 2004
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Historical Monthly Average

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Day

September 2004 September 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 883.1 879.4 June 15, 1987 889.0
Minimum 882.6 878.9 April 13, 1957 811.0
Average 882.9 879.1 Peptember (1940-2003 867.6



Comal springflow
averaged 361 cubic
feet per second (cfs) in
September 2004 -
down 15 cfs from last
month's average of
376 cfs. Comal
springflow ranged from
a maximum of 375 cfs
(September 14) to a
minimum of 354 cfs
(September 29), a
range of 21 cfs.

The September 2004
average was 95.7 cfs
above the historical
monthly average of
265.3 cfs.

San Marcos springflow
averaged 202 cfs in
September 2004 -
down 25 cfs from last
month's average of
227 cfs. San Marcos
springflow ranged from
a maximum of 210 cfs
(September 1) to a
minimum of 196 cfs
(last occurring on
September 29), a
range of 14.0 cfs.

The September 2004
average was 41.2 cfs
above the historical
monthly average of
160.8 cfs.

Comal Springs -
September 2004
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

September 2004 September 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 375 389 October 14, 1973 534.0
Minimum 354 354 August 8, 1956 0.0
Average 361 375 Peptember (1927-2003 265.3

San Marcos Springs -
September 2004
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

September 2004 September 2003 Historical Record
Maximum 210 203 March 12, 1992 451.0
Minimum 196 182 August 15, 1956 46.0
Average 202 192 September (1956-2003 160.8



EDWARDs AQUIFER

1615 N. St. Mary's Street
San Antonio, Texas 78215

210.222.2204 or 1.800.292.1047
www.edwardsaquifer.org

BE AQUIFER AWARE

Tues. 10/12 3 PM Board Meeting, Edwards Aquifer Authority, Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, TX

Wed. 10/13 6 PM 2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, EAA Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, TX

Mon. 10/18 6 PM 2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, San Marcos Activity Center,
501 E. Hopkins, San Marcos, TX

Wed. 10/20 6 PM 2005 Proposed Budget Public Hearing, Hondo Community Center,
1014 18th St., Hondo, TX

Tues. 10/26 11 AM Aquifer Management Planning Committee
1 PM Legislative Committee
2 PM Permits Committee

Wed. 10/27 11AM Finance/Administrative Committee
2 PM R&T Committee

Mon. 11/1 6 PM Draft Habitat Conservation Plan Public Hearing, 700 Main, Rm 204,
Victoria, TX

Mon. 11/8 12 PM Executive Committee

Mon. 11/8 6 PM Draft Habitat Conservation Plan Public Hearing, Commissioner's Court,
199 Main Plaza, New Braunfels, TX

Tues. 11/9 3 PM Board Meeting, Edwards Aquifer Authority, Conference Center,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, TX

Tues. 11/16 6 PM Draft Habitat Conservation Plan Public Hearing, Uvalde Civic Center,
300 E. Main St., Uvalde, TX

Wed. 11/17 6 PM Draft Habitat Conservation Plan Public Hearing, Edwards Aquifer Authority,
1615 N. St. Mary's St., San Antonio, TX

Tues. 11/23 11 AM Aquifer Management Planning Committee
1 PM Legislative Committee
2 PM Permits Committee

Wed. 11/24 11 AM Finance/Administrative Committee
2 PM R&T Committee


