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Hill, Hodge Elected
to Head Council

Marcus Hill, a Fort Worth Insurance
executive, and Ann Hodge, a Houston
based waste disposal industry govern-
mental relations director, have been
elected to head the Texas Council on
Vocational Education, a state agency that
advises the State Board of Education and
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board on education and training policies
and Initiatives.

Hill, a native of Sulphur Springs, is
president of the Agricultural Workers
Mutual Auto Insurance Company. He will
serve as chair. Hodge, who came to
Texas in 1982 from California, is director
of External Affairsfor the Southwest Region
of Browning-Ferris Industries. She will
serve as vice chair. Both were elected at
aJuly 18-19 meeting of the Council in Cor-
pus Christl.

Also elected to serve on the Council's
Executive Committee were: Martha Hi-
nojosa-Nadler, Austin, division manager
for Marketing Business Sales with South-
western Bell; Shirlene Cook, a Beaumont
Independent School District vocational
counselor; and Lilllan Suchoff, Corpus
Christl, a Spanish and English as a Sec-

ond Language teacher.

Overall funding for vocational education
was boosted to the $700 million a year level
in the two-year $59.4 billion state appropria-
tions bill approved by the Legislature during
the speclal session that ended August 13 In
Austin. School districts are the chief benefi-

Salons Boost Vocational Budget
Bypass Governance Changes

Fifth Annual Awards
Program Set to Begin

The Fifth Annual Texas Vocational Edu-
cation Awards Program will culminate with a
banquet next March 28 at the Wyndham
Southpark Hotel in Austin, says Llillian
Suchoff, Corpus Christl, a member of the
Texas Council on Vocational Education and
Awards Program Committee Chair.

The awards program Is coordinated by

T/COVE, and sponsored by a vocational-
technical foundation with
support from businesses
and organizations. The
program recognizes out-
standing high school and
college students, busi-
ness and education part-
nerships, and exemplary
advisory committees that
work with schools and
colleges.

Lillian Suchoff
Awards Chalr
Suchoff sald nomination packets will be
mailed to all school districts, community
colleges, and technical institutes beginning

October 1. January 17 is the nominations
deadline. Nine awards will be presentesd in
six categories:

+*Qutstanding Student

*Qutstanding Disabled Student

*Special Achievement Student

*Vocational Alumni

*Business/Labor Involvement

*Exemplary Advisory Commities

Secondary and postsecondary awards
will be presented In the Outstanding Stu-
dent, Outstanding Disabled Student, and
Special Achisvement Student categories.

Both the winners and finalists, to be
selected in late January, will be invited to
attend the awards banquet.
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claries of funding increases, with community
colleges and apprenticeship tralning con-
tinuing to lag behind the demand for serv-
ices.

The Legislature did not pass proposals
to eliminate special funding for vocational
education at grade nine and to consolidate
the state level governance of vocational
sducation under a single state board. These
proposals were a part of State Comptroller
John Sharp’s recommended government
sfficlency and cost savings measures pre-
sented to the Legislature to address a state
budget crisis.

The Legislature did consolidate numer-
ous health, human services, fransportation,
and environmental functions into superagen-
cies, and included a rider in the appropria-
tions bill calling for the complete reorganiza-
tion of the Texas Education Agency by Janu-
ary 1. Proposals to transfer adult education
and the Job Training Partnership Act from
the Texas Education Agency and Texas
Department of Commerce did not pass.

Figure 1 (see page 2) denotes the 1891-
92 and 1982-83 budget levels for vocational
education. The biennial budget period be-
gan September 1.

. School districts
will receive $342.8 and $378.7 million In
state foundation schoel program dollars for
vocational education over the next two years,
substantial increases.over $2081.1 million in
state funding avallable in 1880-81. The
availability of dollars for classroom instrue-

(Ses LEGISLATURE, page 2)
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LegIS|a'[UI’e PaSSGS State BUdget (continued from page 1)

tion will not grow that dramatically, however,
due to Legislative actions the past two years
that allow funds to be used — beginning
September 1 —to help pay a school district's
indirect costsand also to help fund the state’s
quality work force planning system com-
prised of 24 regions.

The Legislature appropriated commu-
nity colleges and the Texas State Technical
College System $272.7 and $270.1 million in
state dollars for the next two years to fund
technical-vocational programs, with TSTC
receiving $48.6 and $45.9 million of these
amounts. The funding levels for community
colleges and TSTC over the next two years
compares to $257.8 million in 1990-91 and
$250.0 million in 1984-85.

A rider in the appropriations bill calls for
a review of TSTC's operations and the con-
tinued need for each of the main campuses
(i.e., Waco, Harlingen, Sweetwater, Amar-
illo) and all extension centers,

Apprenticeship training — which is ad-
ministered through the Texas Education
Agency — will receive $1.4 and $1.6 million
in state funds over the next two years, which
compares to a funding level of nearly $2.1 in
1984-85. A rider allows up to $30,000 per

year in apprenticeship funds to be used for
statewide inservice training of instructors.

The Texas Council on Vocational
Education’s funding levels of $230,780 in
1892 and $234,780 in 1993 compare to
$232,331 in 1985.

. The appropria-
tions bill contains a rider stipulating that up to
$1.1 million can be set aside each ofthe next
two years from state vocational funds going
to school districts for use in funding the
state’s system of quality work force planning.
The same rider calls for $450,000 and
$500,000 over the nexttwo years to be taken
from Job Training Partnership Act funds for
the system, and for $200,000 each year of
the biennium — if deemed legal by the U.S.
Department of Education — to be taken from
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board's federal funds for state leadership
activities (note: the USDE has subsequently
ruled the funds cannot be used for this pur-
pose).

Adult Education. The Legislature ap-
propriated $25.8 and $21.3 million over the
next two years for adult education programs
(e.g., adult basic education, GED).

A rider stipulates that priority be placed

onadult literacy programs, with emphasis on
serving AFDC clients, at not less than $2
million per year.

TEA Reorganization. The Legislature
appropriated the Texas Education Agency
lump sums of $48.3 and $48.8 million for the
19982-93 biennium for administrative costs
— near the current budgst level — and
attached a rider directing Commissioner of
Education Lionel "Skip” Meno to have a new
organization plan in place by January 1.

Therider stipulates thatthe new structure
shall reduce the number of operating units,
streamline organizational decision making,
use a system of management accountability,
and provide for consoli-
dation of existing func- g
tions for administrative
services, policy develop-
mentactivities, and edu-
cation support. The
Legislative Education
Board and Legislative
Budget Board must re-
view the plan prior to im-
plementation. Commis- Skip Meno
sioner Meno plans to announce his reorgani-
zation plan in October.
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State Board Appoints New Council Members

The State Board of Education has
appointed four new members to the Texas
Councll on Vocational Education.

Martha Hinojosa-Nadler, Austin, divi-
sion manager, Marketing Business Sales,
Southwestem Bell, was appointed in June to
replace Houston attorney Lewis Cook as a
representative of the State Job Training
Coordinating Councilon T/COVE. Hinojosa-
Nadler has worked in operator services,
human resources, administrative services,
network distributions, forecasting, regula-
tory relations, and marketing at Southwest-

:

Cynthia Fobbs
Morton

ern Bell prior to assuming her current posi-
tion. She was elected in July by fellow T/
COVE members to serve on the Council's
Executive Committee.

Cynthia Fobbs Morton, Dallas, was ap-
pointed in June to fill the unexpired term of
Diane Troyer who resigned her El Paso
Community College occupational education
dean position to except out-of-state employ-
ment. Morton's background is teaching,
paralegal work, and guidance, including a
counseling position at Brookhaven College.

Theodore A, Talbot, Waco, an economic

e dOVElOpment and
trade consultant, was
appointed In July to
replace San Antonio
businessman Willlam
Zinsmeyerwho didnot
seek reappointment.
Talbot, who is honor-
ary consul to his na-

tive British Guyana on

trade Issues, retired

Theodore A.  garlier this year from
Talbot

his dual positions of vice chancellor for Human
Resources and secretary to the Board of Re-
gents of Texas State Technical Institute.
Appointed In September was Sylvia
TalaveraBlain, bilingual (Spanish) instructor
of Cosmetology at Odessa College, fo re-
place Austin Community College executive
Bert Marcom whose term expired. (Note:

Morton'sterm expires in 1892, The other
appolntments are for three years. All four
appolntments were recommended by Gov-
ernor Ann Richards.

New Caney Business Leaders Get Involved
In Helping Students Prepare for the Future

"In an effort to form a business and
education alliance, New Caney business
leaders have become an integral and signifi-
cant part of the faculty of the New Caney In-
dependent School District,” says Cindy Mid-
dleton, vocational counsslor,

"Some forty business and community
leaders teach courses through the Junior
Achievement Curriculum,” she says. "Thess
courses focus on the integration of business
experience and educational concepts. The
correlation between education and business
success |s always emphasized. "

Organized through the vocational guid-
ance department and taught through voca-
tional courses, last year New Caney had
twenty-two business sponsors teaching
through three programs at the intermediate,
middle, and high school. This year the or-
ganization has grown fo forty business
people with five programs atfour campuses,
including one elementary school.

"In addition to the time these business
people have dedicated to the classroom,
each one of them has received special train-
ing through Junior Achievement," says Mid-
dietor). “Through their experience and ex-
pertise, the business sponsors have helped
students establish goals, and have served
as both mentors and special friends.”

"Many of the business sponsors have
gone beyond the bounds of the curriculum,
taking students on field trips, helping them
find employment, locating money for schol-
arships, and assisting them in persenal prob-
lems,"” she adds. "Thelr input Into the school
aystem has truly been remarkable.”

Briefly, the courses now underway in-
clude:

*Focusing on-Citizenship (2nd grade);

*Business Basics-Focusing on Basic
Business Principles (5th grade);

*Project Business-Focusing on Free-en-
terprise, Capitalism (8th grade);

=J.A. Mini-Companies-Focusing on En-
treprensurship and Management (high
school); and

*Applied Economice—Focusing on the
practical application of economic principles.
In business (high school).

"The business sponsors in New Caney
come from all phases of work experience;
therefore, they have put New Caney stu-
dents on the leading edge of corporate skills
and technology,” says Middleton. "Their
contribution has been one which notonly has
prepared students for their futures, but has
drawn our community and schools closer
together, establishing a team approach to
education.”

TAPSOEA Plans
'Sun City' Conference

The annual Texas Association of
Postsecondary Occupational Education Ad-
ministrators Fall Conference will be held
October 8-11 at the Westin Paso del Norte
Hotel in El Paso.

Texas: Parinerships in an Interational
Marketpiaceisthe conference theme. Among
topics to be addressed are the impact of free
trade on technical education, tech prep, one-
plus-one technical programs, defining related
academic skills, assessing professional
improvement, envirenmental programs, and
the "New Texas.”

For more information, contact Ronnie
Glasscock, president, TAPSOEA, at (806)
747-0576.

Adult Conference
Planned Oct. 9-11

The Texas Education Agency’s annual
Adult and Community Education State Con-
ference will be held October 9-11 at the
Doubletree Hotel in Austin.

The conference theme is Communites,
Communleation, and Commitment to Learn-
ing. Topics will include sessions on family
literacy, workplace literacy, dropout preven-
tion and recovery programs, school-age child
care, parent programs, extended-day pro-
grame, and instructional approaches for
apecial populations Including computer-as-
sisted instruction.

The onsite registration fee is $35. For
more information, contact the TEA at (512)
483-8447,

Next
Meeting

The Texas Councll on Veo-
cational Education meets
September 26 at the Wynd-
ham Southpark Hotel in
Austin.
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Board Acts on Voc Ed Changes

The State Board of Education — at its
September 12-14 meeting In Austin — gave
final approval to a rule change permitting
school districts to use up to 15 percent of
their state vocational funds for indireci cosis
(e.g., administration).

The change complies with a legislative
directive passedin 1980 allowing a portion of
state vocational dollars — at a level set by
the Board — to be used for this purpose
beginning with the 1991-92 school year. The
percent set by the Board is the same as for
other special programs (i.e., compensatory
education, bilingual education, special edu-
cation, gifted and talented).

Other Board actions on voc ed were:

*passed a rule on emergency adoption
and the first of three readings permitting
private industry councils established under
the Job Training Parinership Actto serve as
fiscal agents for Quality Work Force Plan-
ning Committees;

srepealed on the first of three readings a
rule requiring sunset reviews of vocational
programs in lieu of legislation passed this
year requiring the quality and effectiveness

of vocational education to be considered as
a part of the same accreditation process that
impacts academic programs;

spassed on the first of three readings a
rule change requiring local advisory councils
for vocational education to have at least two
members that are parents, including at least
one parent of a student who is a member of
a special population group;

~approved a time schedule for the bien-
nial update of the Master Plan for Vocational
Education, which Includes Board review of a
proposed draft next June, a public hearing in
July, and final action next September; and

=appointed & new member to the Texas
Council on Vocational Education (see Coun-
cil Appointments on page 3).

At its September meeting, the Board
adopted a policy statement on middle grade
education and middle grade schools. Devel-
oped by an ad hoc committee chaired by
Board member Mary Perkins, Lufkin, the
policy statement addresses curriculum, in-
struction, assessment, professional growth
and development, studentsupport, and com-
munity involvement.

Delgado Garners Top

Special Student Award

Lana Delgado, fravel and tourism major
at North Harris County College in Kingwood,
was honored June 7 in Washington,D.C.,as
the 1991 National Special Populations Stu-
dent Award winner, presented by the Na-
tional Council on Vocational Education.

Delgado plans to consult the travel in-
dustry on making products and services
more accessible to the elderly and disabled.
Confined to a wheelchair, she entered the
program after encountering problems trav-
eling on airlines. She holds a business
degree from the University of Houston and
works for a petroleum company in Houston.

Delgado was nominated for the award
by the Texas Council on Vocational Educa-
tion. She was the 1991 recipient of the
Texas Vocational Education Awards
Program Postsecondary Special Achieve-
ment Student Award (see related article on

page 1).
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