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The HETAG and Exhibitions Issue 

Both halves of the dual exhibition South and North of the Border are now open – Houston 

Paints Houston at The Heritage Society and Houston Paints Mexico at the Ideson Building 

of Houston Public Library.  By my count these are the 11
th

 and 12
th

 exhibitions of Earlier

Houston Art that HETAG or HETAGers have had a big part in mounting.  We couldn’t 

have done them without our institutional partners (join The Heritage Society!; Support 

Houston Public Library!), but without us they might not have done them either, so this 

month we’ll look back at the exhibitions of Earlier Texas Art we’ve accomplished together. 

Houston Paints Houston at The Heritage Society 

The Houston Chronicle and Houston Press (among others) have taken note. 

https://www.heritagesociety.org/join-today/
https://www.houstonlibraryfoundation.org/donate/
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Next HETAG Meeting, Sunday, September 16, 2018, 2 pm. 

 

 
Erik Sprohge Night Wanderer I 1982 Oil stick on art board 

 

HETAGers Helen and Erik Sprohge have invited HETAG to their home for a social 

hour and a chance to see the art and studio of Erik, who has been making art in Houston since the 

1940s.  We will also get to see the art of Erik's father, Paul Sprohge.  Both Erik and Paul are 

included in the exhibition South and North of the Border: Houston Paints Mexico on view in the 

Ideson Building of Houston Public Library until November 10, 2018.   I’ll be sending details, 

including directions, soon, but put the event on your calendar now. 

 

 

 
Paul Sprohge Untitled [Mexican Market] 1963 Paper lithograph 
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HETAG AND EXHIBITONS – A LOOK BACK: 

Over the past 15 years, HETAG has partnered with a number of Houston cultural organizations 

to present exhibitions of Earlier Houston Art.  To be specific, those partners have been The 

Heritage Society, The Houston Public Library, The O’Kane Gallery at The University of 

Houston Downtown and the Fondren Library of Rice University.  We’ve also participated in 

other exhibitions that we didn’t explicitly sponsor – one of those in Houston City Hall itself.  

Catalogs exist for most of these shows, which, taken together, go far toward laying out the 

history of Houston-made art through the early decades of the 20
th

 Century.   

It is perhaps fitting that all but one of these exhibitions were mounted downtown, close to where 

Houston history began.  Without these partnerships and exhibitions, Houstonians would have 

almost no opportunity to see our own art from earlier times – art made here rather than just 

bought-and-brought here – since our major art museums at the other end of Main Street are 

seldom able to show it (though The Museum of Fine Arts Houston has lent works to several of 

our exhibitions, and there are some related exhibitions on view there now). 

By now our record is getting to be pretty impressive, so it’s time for a look back – as a launching 

pad for our next leap forward.  Here, in reverse chronological order, are the exhibitions of Earlier 

Houston Art in which HETAG or HETAGers have been major participants. 

 

2018: August 25 – November 10 

South and North of the Border: Houston Paints Mexico 

Ideson Building, Houston Public Library 

 

 
 

 

https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/exhibits/houston-paints-mexico
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2018: August 16 – November 24 

South and North of the Border: Houston Paints Houston 

The Heritage Society 

 

 

 

 

2017: August 12 – November 9 

Planned, Organized and Established: Houston Artist Cooperatives in the 1930s 

Ideson Building, Houston Public Library 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.heritagesociety.org/current-exhibition/
http://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/exhibits/houston-artist-cooperative
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2016: July 14 – October 15 

This WAS Contemporary Art: Fine and Decorative Arts in Houston, 1945-1965 

The Heritage Society 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014: September 4 – October 16 

Left Bank on the Bayou: Houston Avant-garde Art and Theatre in the 1930s 

O’Kane Gallery, University of Houston-Downtown 

 

 

   

 

 

https://www.heritagesociety.org/calendar/2016/7/14/this-was-contemporary-art-fine-and-decorative-arts-in-houston-19451960
https://news.uhd.edu/2014/08/28/okane-gallerys-fall-exhibit-celebrates-houstons-1930s-art-scene/
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2014: June 1 – October 1 

Houston Founders at City Hall 

Houston City Hall 

(Not a HETAG show, but organized by William Reaves Fine Art with the participation of 

HETAGers, so I include it.) 

 

 
 

 

2013: February 1 – May 4 

Emma Richardson Cherry (1859-1954): Houston’s First Modern Artist 

Ideson Building, Houston Public Library 

 

  

 

 

http://www.reavesart.com/images/Files/72014HouFoundersCityHallWebcat130013.pdf
http://glasstire.com/2013/04/27/emma-richardson-cherry-houstons-first-modern-artist-at-the-houston-public-library/
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2009: October 1 – November 5 

Leila McConnell and Henri Gadbois: Side By Side 

O’Kane Gallery, University of Houston-Downtown 

(Not a HETAG show, but Leila and Henri are HETAGers, so I include it.) 

 

       
 

2009: July 21 – September 27 

Miles and Miles of Texas: The Lone Star State Through the Eyes of Buck Schiwetz 

The Heritage Society 

(Not a HETAG show, but curated by a HETAGer, so I include it.) 

 

 

2006: May 2 – June 25 

Houston Art in Houston Collections: Works from 1900 to 1965 

The Heritage Society 

 

     
 

2004: July 1 – September 26 

Actively Working, Silently Waiting: The Paintings of Emma Richardson Cherry 

The Heritage Society 
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2004: Fall 

Rice Institute and the Visual Arts in Houston, 1900-1960 

Fondren Library, Rice University 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Catalogs are still available for many of these shows.  The catalog essays included constitute 

the most in-depth look at Houston art history currently available to us.  It’s well worth 

your time to track them down. 

 

 

 
 

https://scholarship.rice.edu/bitstream/handle/1911/99663/sallyport-vol-61-no03.pdf?sequence=119&isAllowed=y
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We’re about to launch into a very busy Earlier Texas Art Fall, with exhibitions and events 

all over town.  It’s an unprecedented opportunity to see and learn about Houston-made art 

from the 1850s through the 20
th

 Century.  Here’s info on some of what’s happening. 

Current exhibitions: 

SOUTH AND NORTH OF THE BORDER: HOUSTON PAINTS HOUSTON 
The Heritage Society 

1100 Bagby Street  

Houston, Texas 77002  

Until November 24, 2018 

 

SOUTH AND NORTH OF THE BORDER: HOUSTON PAINTS MEXICO   
The Julia Ideson Building, Houston Public Library  

550 McKinney Street  

Houston, Texas 77002 
Until November 10, 2018  

 

The two exhibitions are presented by The Heritage Society, Houston Public Library, CASETA: 

Center for the Advancement and Study of Early Texas Art, and HETAG: Houston Earlier Texas 

Art Group.  A joint catalog has been published and is free when you visit either exhibition. 

 
Dick Rembrandt Untitled [Houston Skyline]  1960s 

 

The following are presented in conjunction with the publication of Collision: The Contemporary 

Art Scene in Houston, 1972-1985, by Pete Gershon (Texas A&M University Press, Sept. 2018) 

Contemporary Artists in Houston from the Collections of William J. Hill and the Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston 

Leslie and Brad Bucher Gallery, the Glassell School of Art 

Until November 11, 2018 (Reception Friday, September 7.) 

 

Forty Years of Discovery: Gifts of Clint Willour 

The Museum of Fine Arts Houston 

Until October 14, 2018 

 

Creating Collision: The Contemporary Art Scene in Houston, 1972 - 1985  

Hirsch Library, Museum of Fine Arts Houston  

Until December 15, 2018  

https://www.heritagesociety.org/current-exhibition/
https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/exhibits/houston-paints-mexico
http://www.tamupress.com/product/Collision,9197.aspx
http://www.tamupress.com/product/Collision,9197.aspx
https://www.mfah.org/blogs/futuremfah/glassell-school-of-art-presents-first-exhibitions-in-new-building
https://www.mfah.org/blogs/futuremfah/glassell-school-of-art-presents-first-exhibitions-in-new-building
https://www.mfah.org/exhibitions/40-years-discovery-gifts-clint-willour
https://www.mfah.org/research/hirsch-library/hirsch-library-exhibitions/
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Future exhibitions and events: 

Saturday, September 15, 2018, 6 pm 
Tam Kiehnhoff, HETAGer and co-curator of "South and North of the Border," will be giving a 

talk on Handmakers in conjunction with 

Stella Sullivan: A Retrospective 

Reaves-Foltz Fine Art 

Opening Reception: Saturday, September 15
th

, 6-8pm 

http://www.reavesart.com/index.cfm 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 
Houston Foundations III: Identifiably Houston 

Deborah Colton Gallery 

The next in a series of exhibitions focusing on Houston art – other segments will extend into 

2019.  See the website for more information. 

http://www.deborahcoltongallery.com/International/content/future_exhibitions 

 

Saturday, September 22, 2018, 3 pm 
Conversation and book signing with Richard Stout, Sense of Home: The Art of Richard Stout  

moderated by Alison de Lima Greene, Isabel Brown Wilson Curator, Department of Modern and 

Contemporary Art, Museum of Fine Arts Houston 

https://www.mfah.org/calendar/discussion-book-signing-sense-of-home-richard-stout-jim-

edwards/201809220300PM 

View clips of a recent interview with Richard on Glasstire 

http://glasstire.com/2018/08/26/video-richard-stouts-history-of-houston/ 

 

 

Thursday, September 27, 2018, 6-8 pm 
Houston architecture historian, Stephen Fox, will give a talk in conjunction with the exhibition 

South and North of the Border: Houston Paints Houston, for which he wrote a catalog essay.    

The Heritage Society 

Sponsored by CASETA: Center for the Advancement and Study of Early Texas Art 

(Details to follow closer to the date.) 

https://www.heritagesociety.org/current-exhibition/ 

 

Early October 

Sense of Home: The Art of Richard Stout  

O’Kane Gallery, University of Houston Downtown 

 

 

Sharon Kopriva: Early Works  

The Jung Center, Houston, TX 

October 2 – 30, 2018  

Saturday, October 6, 5 - 7pm: Opening reception  

Tuesday, October 9, 7pm: Discussion with artist Sharon Kopriva about the work in the show.  

http://www.reavesart.com/index.cfm
http://www.deborahcoltongallery.com/International/content/future_exhibitions
https://www.mfah.org/calendar/discussion-book-signing-sense-of-home-richard-stout-jim-edwards/201809220300PM
https://www.mfah.org/calendar/discussion-book-signing-sense-of-home-richard-stout-jim-edwards/201809220300PM
http://glasstire.com/2018/08/26/video-richard-stouts-history-of-houston/
https://www.heritagesociety.org/current-exhibition/
https://junghouston.org/art-exhibits/
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Many events will occur in conjunction with the publication of Collision: The Contemporary Art 

Scene in Houston, 1972-1985, by Pete Gershon (Texas A&M University Press, Sept. 2018) 

 

Sunday, September 23, 1pm: Collision book launch event, Favrot Auditorium, Glassell School 

of Art, Museum of Fine Arts Houston 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm: Collision presentation by Pete Gershon  

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm: Panel discussion: Pete Gershon, Alison de Lima Greene, John Alexander, 

Bert Samples, Arthur Turner. 

3:15 pm – 3:20pm: Group photo of ‘70s/’80s HTX artists on atrium steps by George Hixson.  

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm:  Book signing with writer and participating artists  

 

Sunday, September 30, 1pm: Contemporary Houston Artists film festival, Favrot Auditorium  

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm:  Dorothy Hood: The Color of Life (1985, 30 min.)  

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm:  Jesse Lott: Art and Community (2017, 30 min, Cressandra Thibodeux, dir.)  

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm:  vintage Super8 home movies with live narration by artist Earl Staley  

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm:  Jackelope (1975, 60 min., Ken Harrison, director)  

 

Thursday, October 4, 7pm, Hirsch Library 
Conversation with Pete Gershon, Terrell James, and Clint Willour focusing on the research  

Behind ‘Collision’ and James’s experience working for the Texas Project of the Smithsonian  

Institution’s Archives of American Art from 1979 to 1984. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tamupress.com/product/Collision,9197.aspx
http://www.tamupress.com/product/Collision,9197.aspx
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Don Edelman Untitled [Downtown Houston] 1969 

The mission of HETAG is to illuminate Houston's art history by providing 

viewing opportunities for art, by supporting and doing research on the artists 

and art communities working in Houston through the years, and by spreading 

the word. 

Back issues of the HETAG Newsletter are available via the 

University of Houston Libraries 

Digital Library 

https://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/hetag 

 

Randy Tibbits, coordinator 

HETAG: The Houston Earlier 

Texas Art Group 

tibbits@rice.edu 

 
 

 
Bill Condon Guanajuato, Mexico  1957 

 

 

 

https://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/hetag
mailto:tibbits@rice.edu

