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DART receives $4.9 million federal grant for downtown streetcar connector 

Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is scheduled to receive $4.9 million from the US Department of 
Transportation (DOT) as part of the $130 million Urban Circulator Grant Program. 
 
The grant is one of 53 proposals totaling nearly $300 million in federal funding for both the Urban 
Circulator Program and the Bus and Bus Livability Program. DOT officials say winning projects were 
selected from 281 applicants totaling more than $2 billion in funding requests. The DART grant will 
have a local match of $5 million from the North Central Texas Council of Governments.  
 
The project creates a new connection between Uptown and Downtown Dallas. It is a rail track loop, 
just under three-quarters of a mile long, connecting the M-line Olive Street extension to the current 
M-line track on St. Paul Street. It will provide a direct connection to DART's St. Paul Station and 
improve connections to popular destinations like the Dallas Museum of ART and the Nasher 
Sculpture Garden. The M-line's heritage vehicle fleet will still be used. Ultimately the line will connect 
with the planned Downtown Dallas streetcar project and will be built to accommodate a modern 
streetcar.  
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"The support of the Department of Transportation and Federal Transit Administration is critical," 
DART President/Executive Director Gary Thomas said. "It's also important to note this would not 
have been possible without the sustained efforts of Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson. We 
appreciate all she does to help keep our region moving." 
 
• View more information: 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood Announces $293 Million for New Transit Solutions, 
Economic Development Nationwide (opens in a new window) 
Congresswoman Johnson To Announce Millions In Federal Funding To Improve Downtown 
Mobility (opens in a new window) 
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