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Pegasus: Journal of  the Dallas Genealogical Society

The Publications Committee chose the name Pegasus for our journal because the winged horse 
is regarded as the symbol of  the Muses and of  aspiring to great accomplishments, and more 
importantly, because a Pegasus has been an icon of  the City of  Dallas for decades.

First erected in 1934 on the roof  of  the Magnolia Petroleum Co. headquarters on Commerce Street, 
the winged horse sign, fabricated by Texlite Signs in Dallas, became one of  Dallas’s most enduring 
and recognizable landmarks. In 1959, it became the logo of  Mobil Oil when it merged with 
Magnolia Petroleum. The city conferred landmark status to the sign in 1973. In 1976, it became the 
property of  the City of  Dallas.

In 1978, the Magnolia Building was listed in the National Register of  Historic Places. Developers 
bought the building in 1997 and converted it to the present-day Magnolia Hotel. In 1999, in 
anticipation of  Dallas’s Millennium Celebration, the original sign was taken down and put into 
storage when a new sign was commissioned. A completely new, fully-rotating sign was lit for the 
first time at midnight on 1 January 2000. This work was accessioned into the Public Art Collection 
in 2000.

Articles Solicited for Pegasus: Journal of  the Dallas Genealogical Society

The DGS Publications Committee is actively seeking articles that showcase both genealogical 
research and writing and compilations that feature unpublished genealogical records. Articles may be 
submitted by members and non-members of  DGS, both hobbyists and professionals. Articles may 
not have been previously published elsewhere.

There will be two categories of  publication: research issues that feature articles (case studies, 
methodologies, family genealogies) and records issues that feature transcriptions, abstracts, or 
indexes of  records not yet filmed, digitized, or published elsewhere (e.g., cemeteries, family bibles, 
civil, religious, business groups, etc.).

To encourage article submissions, DGS will compensate authors for their material upon publication. 
We are one of  a handful of  societies to reward authors in this manner.

Guidelines for submission and payment terms can be found at: http://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/
publications/pegasus.

Send submissions or questions to: pegasus@dallasgenealogy.org.

On the Cover

Night view of  Pegasus sign, originally built in 1934 and now restored, that stands in front of  the 
Omni Hotel in downtown Dallas. The restored sign was lit for the first time at a ceremony on 
27 May 2015. See full article about the restoration in the Summer 2015 issue of  Pegasus.  Photo 
by Thomas Garza Photography, provided by LDWW Group and used with permission of  Omni 
Hotels and Resorts.
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IntroductIon to dGS 60th AnnIverSAry commemorAtIve ISSue 

“The ancestor of  every action is a thought.” 
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

For sixty years the actions of  the Dallas Genealogical Society have been guided by the thoughts 
expressed in its mission statement. This purpose statement has been elaborated in various ways 

through the years, but the three main aims have remained constant: Educate – Support – Preserve. The 
goal of  the Pegasus Editorial Board for this 60th anniversary commemorative issue has been: first, to 
show how the mission statement was born; second, to illustrate how DGS has fulfilled its mission by 
reprinting key articles from past DGS publications; and third, to honor past and present members and 
others who have received service and book or writing awards from DGS.

Part I of  this issue contains articles concerning the pre-history of  DGS dating from 1930 to the 
founding of  the Local History and Genealogical Society in 1955, which later changed its name to the 
Dallas Genealogical Society in 1977. The first article discusses the first Dallas Genealogical Society 
formed in 1930 as an affiliate of  the Institute of  American Genealogy in Chicago and the following 
decline in interest in genealogy until the mid-1950s. A photo of  the original 1934 Pegasus sign, which 
is now restored and placed in front of  the Omni Hotel in downtown Dallas, is featured on our cover as 
a reminder of  the time when this first Dallas Genealogical Society was founded. The second article is 
extracted from librarian Margaret Barret Pratt’s article “The Development of  the Genealogy Section 
of  the Dallas Public Library,” which recounts Pratt’s role in encouraging the reestablishment of  a 
genealogical society in Dallas and the symbiotic relationship envisioned between it and the Dallas 
Public Library’s Genealogy Section. John Plath Green and Dee Brown Walker were the chosen 
instruments as shown by Judge Walker’s letter to the society reproduced from the DGS Quarterly of  
December 1964. The third article is a tribute to John Plath Green by Elizabeth Thurmond who knew 
him personally as a Sunday School teacher, employer, and friend before his interest in genealogy 
developed. This first section concludes with a short autobiography by Green reproduced from his 
book on the Cabiness family, short tributes found in DGS publications, and a formal photo of  the 
founder of  the Local History and Genealogical Society.

Part II consists of  documents and reprints from DGS publications arranged chronologically 
from 1954 to the present time, which are sometimes accompanied by transcriptions or short notes. 
They show the planning and execution of  sixty years of  activities that embodied the three principles 
of  the DGS mission statement. Even before the formal “Articles of  Incorporation” were approved 
by the Texas Secretary of  State on 12 December 1955, the Local History and Genealogical Society 
had held two organizational meetings in October and November of  1954. The proposed new society 
“committed to the PURPOSE OF FOSTERING THE COLLECTION AND PRESERVATION OF 
GENEALOGY & LOCAL HISTORIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH DPL [Dallas Public Library].” 
It also “would OPERATE AS A CLEARING HOUSE FOR THE EXCHANGE OF GENERAL 
INFORMATION AMONG ITS MEMBERS, AND TO STUDY AND MAKE AVAILABLE 
IMPROVED METHODS OF RESEARCH, TO LOCATE ADDITIONAL SOURCE MATERIALS, 
AND TO STUDY METHODS OF COMPILING GENEALOGICAL DATA.” This first articulation 
of  the purposes of  the new genealogical society can be found in the November 1954 meeting newsletter 
and the 25th anniversary newsletter of  November 1979, both reproduced in this issue. The rest of  
the reprinted articles show how this firm resolve has remained for sixty years as the foundation of  
everything DGS has accomplished. Its support for the Dallas Public Library Genealogy Section has 
continued from its first project of  listing and printing the inventory of  genealogical books in 1955 
through the huge capital improvement project, which greatly enlarged the DPL Genealogy Section in 



1996, to the 100,000 Book Challenge in 2005, and is still evident in 2015 with the DGS gift of  a book 
scanner worth about thirty thousand dollars. Educational programs and preservation projects still 
continue to this day.

Part III concerns DGS service and writing awards given to members and others over the years. 
Sandra Crowley highlights the importance of  DGS volunteers in the success DGS has enjoyed and 
presents a listing of  the service awards given by DGS to honor its own volunteers and other individuals 
or organizations who have contributed over the years directly or indirectly to realizing shared goals. 
Marianne Szabo describes how from its earliest beginnings the society encouraged members to write 
their family histories, then chose to recognize the quality of  these efforts first with awards for the 
best book, and later with awards for writing in a variety of  categories and formats. A major benefit 
of  these awards was that each book submitted to the awards competitions became the property of  
the Genealogy Section of  the Dallas Public Library. Many of  them are still in the library catalog as 
reference materials that members can access today.

Finally, the editorial team of  Pegasus would like to thank Joanne Corney for her much-appreciated 
help and to give a special thanks to the staff  of  the Genealogy Division and the staff  of  the Local and 
Texas History Division for their patience and assistance in locating the materials we needed for this 
special commemorative issue.

Pegasus Editorial Team (in alphabetical order)

Sandra Crowley

Janet Khashab

Ed Millis

Shirley Sloat

Marianne Szabo

Julie Cahill Tarr

Elizabeth Thurmond

CONGRATULATIONS

 DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

DIAMOND JUBILEE
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dAllAS GeneAloGIcAl SocIety celebrAteS 60 yeArS of ServIce 
(or 85 yeArS If ItS AnceStor IS Included)

by Janet Khashab, AG®

On the 12th of  December in 1955 the Secretary of  State of  Texas approved the articles of  
incorporation submitted by the members of  the “Local History and Genealogical Society” in 

Dallas. The new organization was issued a charter (no. 129750). Twenty-two years later on 25 January 
1977 approval was given by the Secretary of  State for the organization to change its name to the 
“Dallas Genealogical Society” thus linking it to its earlier ancestor. 

The intention to form the first “Dallas Genealogical Society” was announced in the Dallas (Texas) 
Morning News on 1 June 1930. 

“Genealogical Society To Be Formed in Dallas,” Dallas (Texas) Morning 
News, 1 June 1930, sect. 1, p. 13, col. 5.
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The Institute of  American Genealogy with which the newly formed Dallas Genealogical Society 
was to be affiliated was the brainchild of  Fredrick A. Virkus (1879–1955), the controversial owner of  
a Chicago-based genealogical publishing company.1 However, the two main organizers of  the Dallas 
chapter, Sam P. Cochran and Mrs. George E. Bell, were highly respected members of  the Dallas 
community and the objectives of  the proposed genealogical society were very similar to the ones 
upheld by the present Dallas Genealogical Society.

Samuel Poyntz  Cochran (1855–1936) and Mrs. Fannie Osborne Slaughter Bell (1868–1946) were 
born respectively in Kentucky and Tennessee and both were members of  several heritage organizations 
including the Sons and Daughters of  the American Revolution as were many of  the early leaders of  
Dallas.2 The death and burial of  Sam Cochran occasioned the publishing of  a eulogy in the Dallas 
(Texas) Morning News:

It is not difficult to discern the measure of  a man’s value to his neighbors. When a man puts 
honesty, energy and integrity into his own business and into his dealing with those about him, 
he commands respect and affection. Sam P. Cochran displayed these characteristics throughout 
his long and useful life…. The guiding star of  Sam P. Cochran was service. Successful far 
beyond the average in his own chosen walk of  life, he believed that he owed the world about 
him an interest in its affairs, so that his efforts were directed toward bettering its conditions….3

On Friday night, 3 October 1930 the charter members of  the Dallas Genealogical Society, 
which included the Dallas Public Library, met in North Dallas High School “to elect officers 

Samuel P. Cochran (1855–1936) Fannie Slaughter Bell (1868–1946)
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and trustees and to discuss the purpose of  the society.”4 E. B. Comstock was elected the first 
president of  the society and monthly meetings began to be held at the downtown YWCA.5

Ernest Bernard Comstock was born in Riga, Michigan, on 24 March 1879. He graduated 
from Oberlin College in 1905 and received his Master’s degree from the University of  Chicago 
in 1926. After several years of  teaching and being a high school principal and superintendent 
in Ohio public schools, he moved to Bonham, Texas, in 1911 to become the editor of  the town 
newspaper. He moved to Dallas in 1914 and joined the public school system as a teacher and 
an administrator. He was appointed as the first principal of  North Dallas High School in 1922 
and remained there until 1945 when he became assistant superintendent of  Dallas high schools.6

However, as his 1956 obituary stated “Genealogy was Comstock’s avocation and he wrote several 
pamphlets and books on that subject.”7 Although Comstock only held the president’s position in the 
newly formed Dallas Genealogical Society for one year, he later held various positions including that 
of  a director. He was instrumental in obtaining typewritten copies of  the United States Census of  
Dallas County for 1850, 1860 and 1870. These were bound in red leather and presented to the Dallas 
Public Library in 1933.8 Comstock also later served as head of  the first Finance Committee of  the 
newly formed “Local History and Genealogical Society” in 1955.9

E. B. Comstock (1879–1956), North Dallas High School, The Viking 
Yearbook, 1944; photo courtesy of  Ed Millis.
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John Howard Payne (1884–1968) was 
elected as the next president of  the Dallas 
Genealogical Society in 1931 and continued in 
this position until at least 1933.10 He became the 
Dallas postmaster in 1940 and held this position 
for fifteen years and he served as president of  
ten various civic and service organizations from 
the time he came to Dallas in 1906.11

The following editorial letter was published 
in the Dallas (Texas) Morning News as a tribute to 
J. Howard Payne following his death:

There were giants in Dallas in 
those days and the littlest giant 
of  these was J. Howard Payne, 
who scarcely managed to rise 
over 4 feet tall. His death April 
15 removes this littlest giant from 
our midst forever. … Payne was 
a man of  so many interests and 
accomplishments that his obituary 
spilled over columns and columns 
of  the newspaper…. These were 

Title pages from Dallas County Census for 1850 and 1860 and Dallas County Census for 1870, compiled and indexed by E. B. 
Comstock of  the Dallas Genealogical Society. A copy of  each book was given to the Dallas Public Library by Comstock 
in 1933.

J. Howard Payne (1884–1968)
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men of  broad knowledge, curiosity, experience, civilization and immense talents, who, born 
elsewhere, chose to live out their greatness in Dallas. They were, above all, humanitarians, in a 
great and ancient tradition….12

Interest in the Dallas Genealogical Society went into a decline after 1934 and was not revived until 
1954 with the name of  the Local History and Genealogical Society of  Dallas under the leadership of  
another Renaissance man, John Plath Green. The disruptive events of  these twenty years, the Great 
Depression, World War II and the Cold War, must have led to a decline in interest in genealogy, which 
is confirmed by a Gallup poll in 1950.13 

The quantity and quality of  newspaper articles found in the Dallas (Texas) Morning News concerning 
genealogy also mirror this descent. In 1932 Fannie Ratchford, the well-known librarian at the Wren 
Library at the University of  Texas at Austin from 1919 to 1957, wrote a weekly column “About Your 
Ancestors,” which was carried in the Dallas (Texas) Morning News. In one of  her articles she wrote 
about the connection of  history and genealogy:

History is no longer written by inspiration or from imagination and hearsay—it is written 
from documents. Neither can genealogies be compiled until family data is placed on record. … 
These materials gathered primarily for historical work are of  equally great genealogical value—
history and genealogy are inseparable.14

In contrast to Ratchford’s series of  articles there were news items of  more typical general interest 
including one that highlighted a woman’s claim to have traced her ancestors back to Adam and 
Eve.15 This occasioned a letter to the editor that stated the woman’s research should have continued 
back to the Neanderthal man or “anyone else beyond Adam.” The letter continued by poking fun at 
genealogical research:

Verily, genealogy is an interesting study, and I have heard that there are those who can construct 
any kind of  family tree that a man may wish—if  sufficiently compensated—and that these are 
always glad to get in touch with people who have newly come into wealth and wish to clear up 
their ancestry.16

In 1943 an actual federal case in Dallas, which arose from allegations of  this type of  hypothetical 
genealogical research, was reported involving the heirs of  Mr. and Mrs. A. V. Lane and the American 
Historical Company, Inc. of  New York. Mrs. Lane, who had been a charter member of  the Dallas 
Genealogical Society, and her husband commissioned a book from the New York company that 
traced Mrs. Lane’s lineage to Charlemagne. The completed volume cost $18,050 for preparation, 
engraving, and printing. A balance of  $8,355 was still due, which the executors of  the Lane estates 
refused to pay.17

After delivery of  the complete volume a year ago, following the death of  Mrs. Lane and the 
earlier demise of  her husband, the heirs challenged the accuracy of  the royal lineage presented, 
charged fraud had been perpetrated and that the cost of  the volume was excessive. 

Judge William H. Atwell, in his charge to the jury, narrowed the issues down to the matter 
of  accuracy of  the genealogy presented in the book. He ruled no fraud had been shown and 
that the jury should take no note of  the cost of  the book because it had been contracted for by 
intelligent persons.

Judge Narrows Issues. 
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‘I submit to you the question of  whether the book is true,’ Judge Atwell told the jury. ‘One side 
says it is true. The other says it is untrue. Neither side knows, gentlemen, because they were 
not there when the questioned events did or did not take place. They rely on historical works. 

‘If  you find there were errors made and they were made in good faith in the belief  they were 
true, then you will find for the plaintiff. If  you find errors were made and they were known to 
the plaintiff, then the plaintiff  is not entitled to recover.’18

Two genealogists testified at the trial. For the defense Mrs. Margaret Scruggs Carruth, a Dallas 
genealogist and a charter member of  the Dallas Genealogical Society, testified  against the plaintiff. 
Mrs. Myrtle M. Lewis, head genealogist and vice-president of  the American Historical Company 
refuted the testimony of  Mrs. Carruth.  The jury took about twenty minutes to decide in favor of  the 
company.19

For twenty years the slack of  this long dormant period of  the Dallas Genealogical Society chapter 
of  the Institute of  American Genealogy had been taken up by the many lineage societies of  Dallas who 
had their own genealogical activities and projects.20 However, a younger generation of  genealogists was 
coming of  age and by 1954 they were ready to form a new independent society, which has continued 
to serve the Dallas and Northeast Texas community and is now celebrating the sixtieth year of  its 
foundation.

Author Biography

Janet Khashab is an Accredited Genealogist® with ICAPGen® (International Commission for the Accreditation 
of  Professional Genealogists) since 2009. She has been a member of  DGS since 2006 and has served on its board 
of  directors as vice president of  education (2008–2009), president (2010–2011), and immediate past president 
(2012–2013). She has served on the editorial board of  Pegasus since 2013.
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mArGAret bArret PrAtt’S memorIeS of the foundInG of the 
locAl hIStory And GeneAloGIcAl SocIety of dAllAS1

Extracted and annotated by Janet Khashab, AG®

By 1937 when I started to work at the Dallas Public Library in the Reference Department, there 
were two other librarians in that section. The large room on the top floor of  the old building2 was 

filled with reference books and bound periodicals of  all kinds. There was also a small collection of  
genealogical books and periodicals most of  which had been donated.

…

Because I was more interested in the genealogy books than the other two librarians, I was given 
a check for $50.00 one day to buy more genealogy books. Such books were becoming even more 
expensive than they had been a year or so before.  I thought a long, long time before I decided to spend 
that check for one book but later events proved it a wise selection. It was a book by R. A. Brock of  
records of  a French Huguenot settlement at Manakin Town in Virginia, which had been published in 
1886. I felt that these records would be hard to find elsewhere and ordered it. 

It had been on the shelf  only a few days when a stranger came in and said he had been sent to us 
for help. He said his mother had recently died and left a trunk full of  old family pictures and notes on 
family history. Among those was one saying that they were descended from a French Huguenot family 
by the name of  Cabiness. I brought the new book and in the index was the name of  Cabiness! He was 
most amazed and delighted. He sat down and made extensive notes from it and also looked at many 
other books in the Genealogy Section. He was so pleased and said that he had never dreamed that such 
books were in the library and that he would come back soon. He was. The man was Mr. John Plath 
Green.3 Mr. Green had been bitten severely by the “Genealogy Bug” and he has never been the same 
since! He became one of  the library’s staunchest supporters!

…

On another day4 a young man came in to see what he could find on his family. He was Mr. Dee 
Brown Walker (now Judge Walker).5 I told him of  Mr. Green’s interest and Mr. Green talked to him….

One day about the middle of  1954, Mr. Green called and asked if  I thought that there might be 
people who would be interested in meeting and exchanging ideas on their methods of  research. I told 
him I felt sure there were and called various patrons. They all said they were interested but that the 
meeting would have to be at night. I then called the Dallas Power and Light Company and asked about 
reserving their auditorium. They said we might, so I called Mr. Green, told him about it and asked if  
he wanted it reserved for a night meeting. He did and I reserved it. The meeting proved to be a most 
enthusiastic one and it was decided that they would organize and continue to meet. Mr. Green was 
elected President. A committee was appointed to handle certain matters of  the new organization.

Since the library at the Union Station was closed at night, Mr. Green, who was on the board of  
the Downtown Branch of  the Y.M.C.A. at 605 North Ervay, said he thought he could arrange for the 
group to get their lunch there, and have a business meeting and a program during that time.

The first monthly meeting was held at the Downtown Y.M.C.A. on October 26, 1954. The minutes 
of  the Dallas Association of  Genealogy and Local History record that 22 people were present. Then on 
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November 2, 1954, Mr. John Plath Green wrote a letter, which is in the files of  the Dallas Public 
Library, in which he stated that he arbitarily called the organization The Dallas Association of  Genealogy 
and Local History.

At the November 30, 1955 monthly meeting at the new Dallas Public Library6 Dee Brown Walker 
presented the charter which stated [that] the name of  this corporation is Local History and Genealogical 
Society and this name continues since that time.7 It was granted by the State of  Texas, December 13, 
1954 [sic].8 The members present signed it.

Biographical Note: Margaret Barret Pratt was born in 1898 in Tennessee but lived in Texas as a child. 
She graduated from Southern Methodist University with a BA and later obtained a Library Science 
degree. She married James Pratt, a fellow SMU classmate, who died when their son was eight. In 
the fall of  1937 she started her career at the Dallas Public Library and remained there for twenty-five  
years until her retirement in 1962. She founded the Texas History and Genealogy Department of  the 
library and was one of  the founding members of  what became known as the Dallas Genealogical 
Society. She stated in her own biographical sketch attached to her original article about her time at the 
DPL: “Though I worked hard and put in much overtime, I never was bored. I loved everything about 
it.” She died in Dallas in 1983, remembered and loved by all who knew her.

ENDNOTES 

1. Extracted and annotated by Janet Khashab from the original article “The Development of  the Genealogy Section of  
the Dallas Public Library” by Margaret Barret Pratt (1893–1983), which was published in Local History & Genealogical Society 
Quarterly (Dallas, Texas) 11 (Spring/March 1975): 1–12.

2. Mrs. Pratt is referring to the original Carnegie Library built in 1901 on Harwood and Commerce, which was 
demolished in 1954. For a  history of  the Dallas Public Library, see Michael V. Hazel, The Dallas Public Library: Celebrating a 
Century of  Service, 1901–2001 (Denton, Texas: University of  North Texas Press, 2001).

3. Green’s mother Nora Olive Rape Green died in 1931; “Texas, Death Certificates, 1903–1982,” database and digital 
images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 14 October 2015), entry for Nora Olive Green. Since Mrs. Pratt joined the 
reference department of  the library in 1937, her statement that John Plath Green’s mother had “recently died” is perhaps a 
slip of  memory. 

4. Here Mrs. Pratt is referring to the period 1954–1955 when the old Carnegie Library was demolished and the new 
Dallas Public Library building was being built in nearly the same location. During this time period the library collection was 
moved temporarily to the upper floor of  Union Station.

5. Judge Dee Brown Walker (1912–2006) was later elected president of  the society in 1963.

6. The one on the corner of  Harwood and Commerce, which was completed in 1955.

7. The original charter with the signatures is reproduced in this issue of  Pegasus (see pages 22–24). The name of  the 
organization was changed to Dallas Genealogical Society in 1977 (see page 27).

8. Mrs. Pratt put this as the date, but the correct date is 12 December 1955; see the reproduction of  the original copy of  
the charter in this issue (see pages 22–24).



Pegasus: Journal of  the Dallas Genealogical Society

12 Vol. 3, No. 2 (Winter 2015)

Invitation to Margaret Barret Pratt’s retirement tea.
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Reproduced from Dallas Quarterly, December 1964, Volume X, Number 4.
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I remember John PlAth Green: my SundAy School teAcher, 
my emPloyer, my frIend

by Elizabeth Nelson Thurmond

In 1947 my husband and I started attending Mt. Auburn Christian Church at Graham and Gurley 
Streets in East Dallas. We had a number of  friends there, and we immediately joined their very 

active Sunday School class for young adults, the Open Heart Class. It was taught by a likeable, 
outgoing young lawyer, John Plath Green. He and his lovely wife, Margueritte Tatum Green, were the 
perfect couple to guide a bunch of  returning veterans who were settling down and starting families. 
Johnny was also a veteran who was reestablishing his civilian life. I remember that he was enthusiastic 
about everything in which he involved himself. Several members of  the class planned and printed 
(mimeographed) a newsletter called The Green Corn, which included short articles about who was 
getting married, who was expecting a baby, and other gossipy tidbits about class members.

Most of  us were childless at the time and had a very active social life—lots of  Sunday School 
parties and Canasta games in which Johnny and Margueritte joined. Although they were a little older 
(in fact, Johnny graduated from high school the year I was born), at this time they were still childless 
and had plenty of  time for a heavy social life.

After we had been attending the class for a while, Johnny decided to leave the large law firm with 
which he had been associated and set up his own civil law practice. I was looking around for a job 
change as I was not satisfied with the criminal law office in which I worked, so I became his secretary. 
Jobs were plentiful at that time. His primary client, but certainly not the only one, was the W. H. 
Cothrum Company, and he set up his office in their cottage-style building on North Field Street. It was 
on the site of  a current parking lot across from the Perot Museum. On a small chunk of  the museum 
property was Dutch’s Café where the employees in our building often went for coffee breaks.

I worked for Johnny until I left the job market to raise a family. If  he had an interest in genealogy 
during that time, I was not aware of  it. But as we remember at this time of  celebrating the Dallas 
Genealogical Society’s 60th anniversary, he became the first president of  what started out as the Local 
History and Genealogical Society. He had a very wide range of  interests. I know that he was interested 
in politics and later was elected to the Dallas School Board and I think he served as its president.

I will always remember Johnny and Margueritte with fondness. They were a part of  my life so 
long ago.

Author Biography

Liz Thurmond has been a DGS member since 1994 and a Life Member since 2007 and has served on its board 
of  directors as parliamentarian (2004–2005) and mail administrator (2010–2013). She also worked on the project 
to prepare Dallas County court records for filming by the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter Day Saints during 
Shirley Sloat’s term. Liz currently serves as a proofreader for Pegasus.
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bIoGrAPhIeS And trIbuteS to founder  
John PlAth Green (1910–1984)

Reproduced from Henry Cabaniss and his Descendants compiled by John Plath Green (Dallas: J. P. Green, 1956).
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April 2005, Volume 29, Number 4.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, May 1984, Issue 71.
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From Collections of  the Texas/Dallas History and Archives Division, Dallas Public Library.

John Plath Green (1910–1984)
Founder, Dallas Genealogical Society
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Reproduced from a copy of  a precursor to the LH&GS Newsletter (November 1954).
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Local History & Genealogical Society, initial filing of  the Articles of  Incorporation, 30 November 1955.
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Local History & Genealogical Society, initial filing of  the Articles of  Incorporation, 30 November 1955.
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Local History & Genealogical Society, initial filing of  the Articles of  Incorporation, 30 November 1955.
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Local History & Genealogical Society, Articles of  Incorporation Amendment, 26 September 1963.



Pegasus: Journal of  the Dallas Genealogical Society

26 Vol. 3, No. 2 (Winter 2015)

Local History & Genealogical Society, Articles of  Incorporation Amendment, 26 September 1963.
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Local History & Genealogical Society, Articles of  Incorporation Amendment, 27 December 1976, for the purpose of  
changing the name of  the organization to Dallas Genealogical Society.
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Reproduced from Local History & Genealogical Society Newsletter, February 1955, Volume 1, Number 1.

This is the version I have recieved for this image.  I am 
pretty sure this is NOT the original scan, as page two 
certainly is.  To get this to fill the space, like the second
page, I will need the original scan (or a new scan taken) 
at a resolution of at least 300 dpi.

 
 
RESOURCES and AREA EVENTS 

Dallas Genealogical Society / February 2005 / Volume 29/ Number 2 30  

Without our founding members, the treasures and history of our fine city and its families may have 
disappeared. This copy of the first newsletter may be the very proof one of you needs to correctly identify or 
verify the location of a family member. There are more issues archived at our Dallas Public Library for your 
perusal. 
 
We look forward to sharing more of our 50-year history with you in this year’s issues of The Newsletter. 
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Reproduced from Local History & Genealogical Society Newsletter, February 1955, Volume 1, Number 1.
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Reproduced from Local History & Genealogical Society Quarterly, June 1963, Volume IX, Number 2.
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Reproduced from Local History & Genealogical Society Quarterly, June 1969, Volume XV, Number 2.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, October 1978, Issue 20.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, June 1979, Issue 27.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, November 1979, Issue 30.
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chArter memberS who Are memberS now (25th AnnIverSAry)

Transcribed by Janet Khashab, AG®

The following is a transcription from “25th Anniversary Dallas Genealogical Society 1954–1979,” 
Dallas Genealogical Society Newsletter, November 1979, Issue 30 (see previous page). 

MARGARET SCRUGGS CARRUTH

Remembers the major aim of  the Organization was not only to increase the books in the Genealogy 
Section of  DPL, but also to increase the scope of  their coverage. Was an “uphill battle”, but people 
were encouraged to give in memorial form and otherwise, & many members & non-members were 
generous. Remembers meeting in homes, and enjoyed “getting together at the “Y” (across street from 
Baptist Church) for lunch and monthly meetings, but the efforts of  the group were entirely directed 
toward their goals. Mrs. Carruth keeps in touch with present activities, has held office, been very active 
& supported all the early endeavors. Was the first scheduled speaker, speaking on “Methods” at the 
third meeting.

JOHN PLATH GREEN

Our Founder President (1954–1961). The idea of  organizing a society that would work in cooperation 
with DPL was to a large extent his idea. He is credited with being the “spark plug” & “leading spirit”.  
A [illegible] attorney, he became interested in genealogy about 1950, & saw the Genealogy Section as 
a “step-child” department then. When he called a meeting of  a handful of  interested people—with 
Mrs. Pratt’s support—one of  his goals was to help improve that status. These first members have 
seen a complete change in that Library Department. Mr. Green was on the Library Board when 
Mrs. Bradshaw was appointed. Has published three family histories & a History of  Deed Records of  
Rutherford County, N.C. Two years ago, he gave his personal library (some out-of-print books & all 
invaluable) to the Library.

HASTINGS HARRISON

Remembers the early group as being “tremendous” and “very closely knit”. Has been on our Board 
and Vice President, but because he was so heavily involved with the SMU Arts Center at the time, 
he felt could not take the Presidency. He did, however, also contribute much as Mr. Green’s “right 
hand man”. Dr. Harrison has published two books: Martin Dial, and Daniel B. Harrison (and 
related families).

VERNON LAUGHTER

This alert 94 year old member says, “We had interesting meetings, and through that interest (and 
perseverance), I have worked until I have nine Revolutionary ancestors cleared through DAR.” Her 
sister, Pearl, also a Charter Member, passed on in 1969. When they traveled to research, they found 
people very helpful. Stayed with many distant relatives who didn’t know them from “Adam’s house 
cat”. Miss Laughter wrote, lectured for us, & held office. Still gives good advice.

MARGARET B. PRATT

A quarter of  a century ago, when she was Head of  the Texas History & Genealogy Department of  
DPL, the story goes that a young man, Charles Noland, had a genealogy problem she thought could 
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be answered best through a group. About this time, John Plath Green was becoming aware of  the need 
for a group to help the Library’s Gen. Section & individual genealogists. He claims Mrs. Pratt “egged 
me on” and was in on “every thing” to do with the organization of  the Society. Early members have 
only high praise for her guidance, and admiration for her knowledge as a “walking encyclopedia”. All 
agree that Mrs. Pratt was “the inspiration” and indispensable to this Organization’s beginnings.

LILLIAN SCHWERTZ

Would come to the Library from her work at City Hall. Was our first Program Chairman, and 
has lectured, written, and served on the Board for the Society. Has traveled extensively and is 
still traveling in connection with her research. Has a separate room set aside for the results of  her 
searches. Has enough material for 25 books, and has gathered notes on related lines, all of  which 
she graciously shares.

ANNA and DEE BROWN WALKER

Mrs. Walker was our first Secretary & Judge Walker was President two terms. He remembers when 
Mrs. Pratt first approached him about the idea of  an organization. When the “new” Library was being 
built & the books were temporarily on the second floor of  Union Terminal, Mrs. Pratt asked him if  
he knew John Plath Green & explained the idea. From there, these three “kinda got the thing going”. 
Not long before this (spring, 1954), he had spent his first dollar on genealogy. He did DGS taxes for 
years, and is still handling all our legal work (did the Charter, name change, etc.), and is available for 
consultation. As Mr. Green says, “He is a real good friend of  the Society’s.”

MARY ETHEL WALTER

Says she was intensely interested when the group started, and is now well pleased that she has been 
able to clear about 20 family lines. Miss Walter was active in writing, and serving on the Board and 
Committees. Her sister, Gladys, was also a Charter Member.

THANK YOU, CHARTER MEMBERS
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, June 1986, Issue 88.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, October 1986, Issue 90.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April 1992, Volume 16, Number 4.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April 1992, Volume 16, Number 4.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April 1992, Volume 16, Number 4.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, November–December 1992, Volume 16, Number 9.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, March–April 1993, Volume 17, Number 2.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, May–June 1993, Volume 17, Number 3.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, July–August 1994, Volume 18, Number 4.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, December 1995, Volume XLI.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, December 1996, Volume 20, Number 10.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, December 1996, Volume 20, Number 10.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, December 1996, Volume 
20, Number 10.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, January 1999, Volume 23, Number 1.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, October 2001, Volume 25, 
Number 8.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, July 2002, Volume 26, Number 4.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, August 2002, Volume 26, Number 5.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, October 2005, Volume LI.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, October 2005, Volume LI.
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Dallas Genealogical Society / April 2005 / Volume 29/ Number 4 71 

Dallas Genealogical Society’s 50th Anniversary 
100,000 Book Challenge 

This year the Dallas Genealogical Society is celebrating its 50th anniversary with a push to significantly expand 
the resources available in the Genealogical Section of Dallas’ J. Erik Jonsson Central Library. Our special 
project for this golden year is a campaign to increase the number of books from 95,641 volumes at the end of 
2004 to 100,000 volumes at the end of 2005.  

The Genealogy Section of the downtown library is already the beneficiary of all the Society’s fund-raising 
efforts, but the Society needs help to reach this extraordinary goal.  

We have budgeted $30,000 to purchase books this year. But, at an average book cost of $35.00, the money 
needed to purchase 4,359 books (to achieve the 100,000 volume goal) is $152,565. Approximately 2,000 
books a year are obtained through the normal acquisition process (including gifts from our Society), but 
extraordinary help is needed to achieve the remaining 2,359 volumes.  

Several fund-raisers are planned, but we also need donations from individuals who share our goal of 
increasing the holdings of our library’s excellent genealogical collection. We also seek donations from 
companies or organizations (civic, social, lineage, ethnic) whose donations will help build additional local and 
national respect for our Dallas Public Library Genealogy Section, already rated among the top 10 publicly-
funded genealogy collections in America. 

How can you help? 

DONATE MONEY DIRECTLY TO THE GENEALOGY SECTION OF THE DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY! 
Your tax-deductible donation will be acknowledged by the library, and special bookplates will be placed in the 
book(s) purchased with your donation. Future researchers will remember your generosity!  

You can also donate books from your genealogical collection. If you are ready to “down-size” your personal 
collection, you can contact us at 214-349-4718 or e-mail us at Books@dallasgenealogy.org with questions 
about how to do this. When appropriate, DGS may be able to provide a volunteer to help you. 

Shirley Sloat, DGS President 

 The Dallas Genealogical Society’s 50th Anniversary 100,000 Book Challenge 

Donor’s Name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
Donor’s Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

(Optional) bookplate information: In honor of or in memory of (circle one):  ____________________________ 

May we add your name to a donor list to be published by DGS? yes/no: (circle one) 
Make check payable to: Genealogy Section, DPL and mail to: The Genealogy Section, Dallas Public Library, 
1515 Young Street, Dallas, Texas 75201 

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April 2005, Volume 29, Number 4.
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WE DID IT! 100,000 BOOK GOAL REACHED! 

Have you heard? The Dallas Genealogical Society’s 50th Anniversary Book Challenge has been met as of 
January 12th, 2006! Here is a history of the project by Shirley Sloat, 2005 DGS President, who envisioned and 
shepherded this wonderful project to its successful conclusion: 

Before the decision was made to adopt the 100,000 Book Challenge as our 50th DGS Anniversary project, we 
looked at the original 1955 charter of the Society. One of its stated purposes was “to collect and preserve 
information relating to those pioneers who settled Dallas County and to the early history of this city and county.” 

Throughout the years, the Dallas Public Library genealogical collection has been built not only to collect and 
preserve Dallas-area records but to make available “the published records of other states, whence come the 
Texas pioneers.” For those researching family history in the southern states, Virginia, and New England, DPL 
genealogy resources were remarkable. However, we realized that we had far to go in order to provide a full 
range of material for the many other geographic locations that represent the origins of the diverse Dallas 
population in 2005. 

Lloyd Bockstruck wrote an article for the Dallas Morning News explaining that we were seeking not only 
monetary contributions but actual books from the public—books from any location and any time period that 
might provide clues to help a researcher place an ancestor at a particular place and time. The types of books 
desired included alumnae lists from schools, membership lists of churches, clubs, social and political and 
professional organizations, town and county histories and directories, as well as family histories. 

The Book Challenge Project team, made up of Shirley Sloat, Marti Fox, Shirley Hawn, Glenn Kinkade, and 
Happi McQuirk, developed publicity plans and contacts and various library staffers helped to create publicity 
posters, a colorful progress chart, and special bookplates for books acquired as part of this 50th anniversary 
project. Behind-the-scenes library workers ramped up to deal with the increased effort necessary to 
implement book acquisitions, coming through as heroes as their annual workload doubled.   

DGS members and others in the community took the 
opportunity to clean out their bookshelves, donating 
items that will continue to be available to them from 
the library but now include a bookplate showing their 
name as “donor.” Various special discounts were 
offered to some of us who haunted estate and garage 
sales and bookshops as we traveled about the state 
and country. One local dealer knew exactly what we 
wanted and handed us free books on a monthly basis 
to support what he agreed was our good cause. 
Several corporations made either outright or 
matching fund donations to the challenge.  

Standing with Book Challenge project poster (from left): Jeri 
Steele, Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck, Laurie Evans, Shirley Sloat, 
and Heather Williams. 

The project was and is a success, with the 100,000 
goal reached on January 12. The numbers will 
continue to increase as books in the acquisition and 
cataloging “pipeline” are fully processed. The count 
on February 1 was 100,300, with more to come! 

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, February 2006, Volume 30, Number 2.
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WE DID IT!  
100,000 BOOK GOAL REACHED! 
(continued from [previous] page) 

The beauty of the project is that we have received 
an unexpectedly high number of books from private 
collections—often books that are no longer (or 
perhaps never were) available through public 
channels. They apply to an amazing number of 
localities spread across the United States and 
outside its borders. Our genealogy collection, 
already excellent, is now even richer with research 
materials for our diverse Dallas population.  

Many, many thanks to all who helped us 
accomplish our DGS 50th anniversary project! 

– Shirley Sloat

Library Staff who helped process the books for the DGS 
100,000 Book Challenge Project at party in their honor: 
Standing from left: Glenna Prather, Sonja Brown, Carol 
Alexander, Joan Condell, Andy Morrison, Mark Pratt, Thomas 
Moore, Sheila Scullock. Seated from left: Lloyd Bockstruck, 
Rose Mary Davis, Raksha Parikh, Mary Cowart 

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, February 2006, Volume 30, Number 2.
Raksha Parikh Honored 

Shirley Sloat (right) 
presented Raksha Parikh 
with a plaque from DGS 
honoring her contribution to 
the 100,000 Book Challenge. 

As you know, the 
Dallas Genealogical 
Society celebrated its 
50th anniversary during 
2005 with the 100,000 
Book Challenge – a 
project to increase the 
number of books in the 

Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public Library from 
95,641 volumes at the beginning of the year to 
100,000 volumes by the end of 2005. 

The acquisition process can stretch out over a long 
time period, since it may include ordering, 
receiving, cataloging, binding, and updating the 
card catalog before a book is available on the 
shelves for use by the public. Our agreed-upon 

Raksha Parikh, a member of the Materials 
Processing group, has done an outstanding job of 
quickly cataloging materials for the Genealogy 
Section.  She catalogs or edits many more titles a 
month than is her goal, most of these being 
genealogy materials. She has become so proficient 
that the cataloger who is training her allows her to 
edit records for reprints and to input original 
cataloging which no other staff in her grade level 
has ever been capable of or allowed to do. Month 
after month her accuracy rate is 100%, so not only 
does she do a tremendous amount of work but also 
it is exceptionally accurate. When she receives a 
volume in a set, she adds the title of the new 
volume to the contents note on the cataloging 
record.  

As a result, patrons are able to search the library 
catalog by the title of the volume and find the 
record. This takes time. Most of the author, 
compiler or editor names on genealogy materials 
do not have name authority established. (Name 
authority establishes a unique name form for each 
author, compiler, etc. or chooses a single name 
form when an author writes under more than one 
name, so that all books, music, etc. written by the 
person can be found by searching using that one 
name form.) While Raksha doesn’t set up the name 
authorities, she must search several places first to 
determine that the name authority hasn’t already 
been established and that, too, takes time. 
The Society would like to commend and thank 
Raksha Parikh for the diligence and proficiency that 
helped us achieve our 50th anniversary project goal. 

– Jeri Steele

project procedure was that we would increase the 
book count only when cataloging is complete. 

The Society and the public have contributed both 
money and books to this campaign and we are 
delighted to announce that our goal has been 
achieved. Accomplishment of all the book 
acquisition and processing tasks has involved 
many, many library employees—some of whom we 
rarely see because they are down on L1—and 
others with whom we interact more frequently 
because they are on the 8th floor where we DGS 
members spend our time. Whether we see them or 
not, we appreciate the work of every one of them. 

One Dallas Public Library employee has been 
identified as an outstanding contributor toward 
accomplishing our 100,000 book goal. 

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, February 2006, Volume 30, Number 2.

Raksha Parikh Honored
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SPecIAl momentS from the dGS 50th AnnIverSAry 
book chAllenGe

by Shirley R. Sloat

The celebration of  the 50th Anniversary of  the Dallas Genealogical Society in 2005 called for a 
very special project. One that would be a spectacular enhancement of  one of  the stated purposes 

of  its original 1955 charter: “to collect and preserve information relating to those pioneers who settled 
Dallas County and to the early history of  this city and county.” 

By then, the Dallas Public Library’s genealogical collection had been built not only to collect 
and preserve Dallas-area records, but also to make available “the published records of  other states, 
whence come the Texas pioneers.” For those researching family history in the southern states, 
Virginia, and New England, DPL genealogy resources were remarkable. However, we had far to 
go to provide a full range of  material for the many other geographical origins of  Dallas’s diverse 
population in 2005.

In April 2005, the DGS Board announced “The Dallas Genealogical Society’s 50th Anniversary 
Book Challenge,” with a very aggressive goal to increase the number of  books on the shelves of  
the 8th floor Genealogy Section from 95,641 to 100,000 volumes. Lloyd Bockstruck wrote an article 
for Dallas (Texas) Morning News explaining that we were seeking not only monetary contributions, 
but actual books from the public—books from any location and any time period that might provide 
clues to help a researcher place an ancestor at a particular place and time. Books desired included 
alumnae lists from schools; membership lists of  churches, clubs, and social, political, and professional 
organizations; town and county histories and directories; and family histories.

The Book Challenge Project Team, made up of  myself, Marti Fox, Shirley Hawn, Glenn Kinkade, 
and Happi McQuirk, planned and implemented the project. It became apparent that as more books 
were acquired, we depended more and more on the behind-the-scenes cataloging workers on floor 
L1. They ramped up to deal with the increasingly fast pace of  book acquisitions, as their annual 
workload doubled.  

The goal was officially reached on 12 January 2006. Better yet, the count continued to increase as 
books in the acquisition and cataloging “pipeline” were fully processed. The count on 1 February 2006 
was 100,300 with more to come. The collection now included books from unexpected sources dealing 
with a very great variety of  locations. 

To celebrate successfully reaching our goal, we hosted a Thank You party for the cataloging workers 
and 8th floor staff  on 23 January 2006. In preparation for the event, where some of  us were meeting 
each other for the first time, I prepared a workflow diagram or “pipeline,” showing all the functions 
performed by DPL staff  to ready a new book for the 8th floor shelves. For many of  the attendees this 
was the first time they could see how their efforts fit into the process.

The functions in the pipeline at that time were (in no particular order):

• Collection Development

• Design and Graphic Services

• Receiving and Delivery
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• Materials Processing

• Genealogy Section

DGS also presented a plaque to Raksha Parikh, a member of  the Materials Processing group, 
naming her an outstanding contributor toward accomplishing our goal. Cataloging accurately is a 
complex task that is absolutely necessary for library patrons to search the library catalog by title or 
subject to find the desired record. She catalogued or edited many more titles a month than was her 
goal, with an exceptional 100 percent accuracy rate, helping us to cope with the huge number of  new 
volumes destined for the Genealogy Section.

For me, this party was one of  the highlights of  the 50th anniversary project. Getting to meet and 
work with so many capable and enthusiastic staff  members and volunteers was a rare experience that 
I treasured then and still do. Today, ten years later, every now and then I will meet one of  the L1 staff  
or society volunteers who participated in the project—and we smile.

Author Biography

Shirley R. Sloat was a computer professional at Texas Instruments and Sun Oil (Oryx Energy) until she retired 
in 1992. She immediately joined the Dallas Genealogical Society as a Life Member and began working at the 8th 
floor volunteer desk. She also joined a small genealogy study group who encouraged her to expand her volunteer 
work into other areas. Over the years she has served on the DGS Board in a number of  positions, including 
president. She received DGS awards for the Writing Contest, Volunteer of  the Year, Historical Preservation, and 
the Award of  Merit. She received the Dallas Public Library Award of  Excellence twice, and the A. C. Greene 
Award from the Friends of  the Dallas Public Library. Shirley still volunteers on the 8th floor on Wednesdays, 
and is a proofreader for Pegasus. Her latest project is collecting, editing, and posting online the remembrances of  
a close friend who is the last living granddaughter of  Georgia slaves who came to Texas in 1894.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, June 1986, Issue 88.

dAllAS cIty And county councIlS concernInG  
dAllAS PublIc lIbrAry And theIr relAtIonS wIth the  

dAllAS GeneAloGIcAl SocIety 1986–2011

Compiled, extracted, and transcribed by Janet Khashab, AG®
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, September 1986, Issue 89.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, October 2010, Volume 36, Number 4.
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Extract from the President’s Annual Report 2010–2011

…the DGS offers more than just financial contributions to the Genealogy Department collection. 
In June 2011 the Executive Board approved donating $1,890 for one year service contracts on two 
microfilm reader printers used in the Genealogy/Texas and Local History Division because facilitating 
access to a collection is as important as building up a collection. This same reasoning caused the DGS 
Board to take a very active role in opposing drastic City of  Dallas budget cuts to the Central Library. 
We had a targeted campaign from June to September 2010 which centered on impressing City Council 
members with the importance of  the research departments of  the Central Library, which include the 
Genealogy Department.

Through our website and E-blasts, we urged all our members to write to the Dallas City Council and 
if  the member was living within the Dallas city limits, to attend Town Hall meetings about the budget 
cuts and to write to their Council representative. DGS Board members living in Dallas were especially 
active in soliciting support from their friends and neighbors. At the FGS conference in Knoxville 
as DGS President, I [Janet Khashab] stood up at discussions in the “Focus on Societies” meetings 
and told the participants about the effect the proposed budget cuts would have on DPL’s Genealogy 
Department and asked them to write to the Dallas City Council so it would understand the national 
significance of  the genealogical collection in Dallas. I solicited help from the FGS Records Preservation 
and Access Committee, and Fred Moss as a RPAC and DGS member presented a supporting letter 
from the FGS Committee to the Dallas City Council. I also asked for support from the delegates to 
the Texas State Genealogical Societies during a meeting in Houston and from the readers of  Dick 
Eastman’s Newsletter. As a result of  all this effort and the pressure put on the Dallas City Council, 
the final Council vote was 8 to 7 in favor of  a slight increase in property taxes for “essential services.” 
During the broadcast of  the Council proceedings, one Council member specifically mentioned the 
research floors of  the Central Library as a recognized Dallas asset. However, although the worst of  
the budget cuts were avoided, there were still reductions in library services, hours and staff  in 2010. …

—DGS Newsletter, August 2011, Volume 37, Number 3

Contributor’s Note: The library services, staffing levels, and hours of  operation are now in 2015 almost 
at 2010 levels.
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On 4 November 2011, the Texas State Genealogical Society awarded the DGS website, and its 
webmaster Tony Hanson, First Place in the Partner Society Website Design category. The purpose 
of  the Texas State Genealogical Society’s website awards is to encourage partner societies and 
individual members to promote genealogy and history on the worldwide web, sharing information 
and servicing global communities. This was the first win for the DGS website and included a $100 
cash award. To see what other awards DGS has received, visit http://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/
about/society-awards.

dGS webSIte wInS tSGS fIrSt PlAce AwArd for 
PArtner SocIety webSIte deSIGn
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, April–June 2012, Volume 38, Number 2.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, January 2012, Volume LVIII.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, January 2012, Volume LVIII.
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Reproduced from Dallas Journal, January 2012, Volume LVIII.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, January–March 2013, Volume 39, Number 1.

Reproduced from Dallas Journal, January 2012, Volume LVIII.
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Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, January–March 2014, Volume 40, 
Number 1.

Reproduced from DGS Newsletter, January–March 2015, Volume 41, 
Number 1.
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dGS eArnS AwArdS from tSGS

At the closing banquet of  the Texas State Genealogical 
Society’s 2015 Family History Conference on 31 October, the 
Dallas Genealogical Society was honored with two awards.

First Place - Website for a Partner Society. “The purpose...
is to promote genealogy and history on the world wide web, 
sharing information and servicing our global communities;...
judging criteria include website design, navigation, contents, 
and customization.”

Volunteer of  the Year - DGS President Tony Hanson. 
Judging criteria include genealogical or historical research 
and service to the society, the community, and the local or 
genealogical library.

The first place award in the website category includes a $100 
gift to DGS. The Volunteer of  the Year award includes a 
$50 gift to the winner plus $50 to the partner society who 
nominated the recipient.





PArt iii
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dGS ServIce AwArdS

by Sandra Crowley

The lifeblood of  any genealogical society is its volunteers, and the Dallas Genealogical Society 
is no exception. As genealogists, we are impacted by volunteers from the day we begin our 

research. It is thanks to volunteers that we have books in library collections that index, transcribe, and 
abstract records. It is thanks to volunteers that today much of  the printed information is now being 
made available online, with thousands of  records being added every day. Volunteers take pictures of  
tombstones at cemeteries and post them online; transcribe or abstract probate, land, and other records; 
and transcribe vital records into online databases and help scan the images.

Volunteers for genealogical societies are a special breed who use their time and talents to further 
the mission of  their society. They are not afraid to step in and lend a helping hand when they see a 
need. They offer moral support to the society and other volunteers and they share their knowledge, 
while enjoying the sense of  accomplishment for a job well done.  

Genealogical societies rely on volunteers for educational programs, preservation projects, day-to-
day operational activities, and so much more. What often sets one organization apart from another 
organization is its volunteers. Volunteers are a reflection of  the organization. If  the volunteers are 
motivated, professional, and committed to the organization, it usually means the organization is 
equally dynamic. 

Without volunteers, most genealogical societies would cease to exist. Who would organize and 
conduct lectures, workshops, conferences, webinars, and tours? Who would write, edit, and publish 
society publications? Who would balance the budget? Who would work on special projects to preserve 
local county and city records for future generations? 

Volunteers make a difference, and they need to know they are making a difference. Most volunteers 
say they volunteer to help fellow genealogists and because they want to help preserve and promote 
family history as a way to “pay it forward” to future generations. However, they appreciate knowing 
that the work they are doing is having an impact on their society and the genealogical community. 
One way to show the impact that volunteers are making on their society is through Service Awards. 
In this way, volunteers feel their contributions are appreciated.

DGS Recognition of Volunteers Before and After 1994

Recognition can be defined as “the acknowledgement of  achievement, service, merit, etc.” One form 
of  recognition is to award certificates, plaques, or a combination of  the two, which DGS began in 
1994. Recognizing its volunteers is something DGS has done since its beginning.

In the early years, recognition was often given by dedicating one of  the early publications to an 
individual or group. In May 1964, DGS President Dee Brown Walker wrote a letter to Mrs. Harry 
Joseph Morris designating her as the recipient of  the “President’s 1964 Recognition” (see next page).

In December 1964, Walker recognized Mrs. Margaret B. Pratt for her role in starting the Local 
History and Genealogical Society with the dedication of  the Winter 1964 Quarterly.1 Through the 1960s, 
1970s, and 1980s, recognition occurred in a variety of  ways. Sometimes it was a simple “Thank You” in 
one of  the society’s newsletters or recognition for excellence in completing a specific project. 
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However it occurred, the society realized the benefits of  recognizing and thanking volunteers for 
their commitment and achievements. Sometimes, a simple “thank you” is all it takes to let someone 
know how much their contribution means.

In November 1994, the Dallas Genealogical Society launched the DGS Service Awards program 
that continues today. The awards were established to “celebrate and honor [DGS] members as well as 
local organizations which have contributed so much to the [research and] preservation of  local family 
history in our area.”2 These awards included the Volunteer of  the Year, Award of  Merit, Distinguished 
Service Award, and Heritage Preservation Award. 

Calling it an evening that would be “long-remembered by Society members,” DGS presented the 
first awards at the Service Awards Banquet and Ceremony at the Royal Oaks Country Club in Dallas 
on 18 November 1994. Today they are presented at a DGS Awards Luncheon each December.

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck was presented with the Distinguished Service Award for “consistent 
and significant contributions over a period of  years.” The Service Award Committee “felt so strongly 
about Lloyd Bockstruck’s contributions to the Society and the field of  genealogy in general that it 
renamed its DGS Distinguished Award,” now known as the Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck Distinguished 
Service Award. 

Portions of  a letter from DGS President Dee Brown Walker to Mrs. Henry Joseph Morris, who was honored with the 
“President’s 1964 Recognition.”
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In 2009, DGS added the President’s Special Award category. This award is presented at the 
discretion of  the DGS president based on the contributions that fall outside the scope of  the other 
awards that the individual or group has made to the society over a period of  time. 

In addition to receiving a personal certificate, each recipient’s name appears on a plaque that 
hangs in the Genealogical Section of  the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, the main branch of  the 
Dallas Public Library.

As we look back at the last sixty years of  the Dallas Genealogical Society and its predecessors, we 
want to recognize and acknowledge the achievements of  those individuals who had the vision to begin 
this organization. We also want to recognize all of  those who followed in their footsteps and continue 
to lay new groundwork for the future. 

As the oldest continuously functioning genealogical society in the State of  Texas, we are proud 
of  our past and excited about the future. Sustaining an organization with volunteers for sixty years is 
quite an accomplishment! DGS is proud of  all of  our volunteers—past, present, and future. 

Author Biography

Sandra Crowley is the immediate past president of  DGS and currently serves on the DGS Publications 
Committee. In addition to serving as DGS president from 2013 to 2015, she was executive vice president and vice 
president of  education. In her professional career, she held various marketing positions for several technology 
companies for over twenty-five years. She is a frequent speaker at Federation of  Genealogical Societies (FGS), 
Texas State Genealogical Society, and RootsTech conferences, as well as local societies. She has published 
articles in ComputerWorld, Family Chronicle, and Internet Genealogy magazines, as well as FGS FORUM and several 
society publications. Her main area of  research is in the southern states, with an emphasis on Tennessee, North 
Carolina, and Georgia.

ENDNOTES

1. For a reproduction of  this letter, see page 13.

2. “DGS Services Awards Banquet—A Rousing Success!,” Dallas Genealogical Society Newsletter 19 (January–February 1995): 1.
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ServIce AwArdS 1994–2014

Compiled by Sandra Crowley

Volunteer of the Year

This award acknowledges members who have generously volunteered time, expertise, talents, and 
abilities to the society during the previous year. 

1994 Robert H. Maybrier

1995 Shirley Remnant Sloat

1996 Alan Miller

1997 L. Malcolm Basham

1998 Barbara Dossett

1999 Dorothy Nash Roberts

2000 Susan Powdrill

2001 Suzan Younger

2002 Barbara Ware

2003 Melvin E. Brewer

2004 Alvin Harper

2005 Tresa Tatyrek

2006 Sharon A. Henry

2007 Terri Bradshaw O’Neill

2008 Jeri Steele

2009 Jim and Pat Stone

2010 Barbara Ware and Tony Hanson

2011 Sandra Crowley

2012 Bob and Linda Lane

2013 Janet Khashab and Marianne Szabo

2014 Carolyn Davis

Award of Merit

This award acknowledges a DGS member who has consistently contributed time, talent, expertise, and 
abilities to the society over a period of  years. 

1994 Helen Mason Lu

1995 Adrienne Bird Jamieson

1996 Sammie Townsend Lee
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1997 Dorothy Odom Bruce

1998 Barbara Roberts Baylis

1999 Arthur H. Rubeck

2000 Karen Avery Miller

2001 Barbara Dossett

2002 Carole Ruska

2003 Shirley Stertz Hawn

2004 Gene Burris

2005 Betty Jean Steinke

2006 Elizabeth Deihl

2007 Tresa Tatyrek

2008 Shirley Remnant Sloat

2009 Jeri Steele

2010 Don Raney

2011 Barbara Ware

2012 Elizabeth Thurmond

2013 Pat and Jim Stone

2014 Lynell Bennett Moss and Fred Moss

Heritage Preservation Award

This award recognizes an individual, group, or organization that has contributed to the collection, 
preservation, and conservation of  varying types of  genealogical and historical materials. 

1994 Black Dallas Remembered; Jerry Henderson

1995 Lois Dillard

1996 Dallas County Heritage; Old City Park

1997 The Dallas Public Library

1998 The Genealogical Society of  Utah; The Dallas Public Library

1999 Friends of  Fair Park

2000 Preservation Dallas

2001 Shirley Remnant Sloat

2002 City of  Dallas; McDermott Foundation; Friends of  the Dallas Public Library

2003 Frances James

2004 Barbara Ware; Carole C. Ruska; Suzan Younger

2005 Silent Souls Project; Butler Nelson Cemetery; Jerry Chambers
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2006 Marge Stockton; Ann Williams

2007 General Levi Casey Chapter, National Society of  the Daughters of  the American Revolution

2008 ….

2009 African-American Genealogy Interest Group

2010 UNT Portal to Texas History

2011 Carol Roark, interim director of  Preservation Dallas, (former manager of  Dallas Public  
 Library 7th floor Texas and Dallas Collection)

2012 Mike Hazel, editor of  Legacies: A History Journal of  Dallas and North Central Texas

2013 UT Southwestern Medical Center Library

2014 Dallas Mexican American Historical League (DMAHL)

Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck Distinguished Service Award

Named for the first recipient of  this award, it honors an individual for outstanding contributions to the 
genealogical community on a national level. 

1994 Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck

1995 Desmond Walls Allen

1996 ….

1997 George Schweitzer

1998 John Philip Colletta

1999 Elizabeth Shown Mills

2000 David Rencher

2001 Tony Burroughs

2002 Pat Hatcher

2003 Marjorie Bays

2004 John V. Wylie

2005 Heather Williams

2006 …

2007 John Frederick Dorman

2008 Joseph C. Anderson

2009 Mic Barnette

2010 Christine Rose

2011 Brent Holcomb

2012 Gary Boyd Roberts

2013 Helen F. M. Leary

2014 Robert Scott Davis
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President’s Special Award (first presented in 2009)

This award honors individuals or groups whose contributions to the society fall outside the criteria for 
other DGS Awards.

2009 Bill Dow

2010 Elizabeth Deihl

2011 …

2012 Lea Markoff; Sam V. Akins

2013 Janine Khashab and Mary Rinaldi

2014 Gayla Bush
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lh&GS And dGS book And wrItInG AwArdS 1965–2015

by Marianne Szabo

From its earliest beginnings, the Local History & Genealogical Society solicited articles from 
members for its publications, such as one that appeared in August, September, and October 

1955—“Early Days in Dallas County,” contributed by Mrs. Geo. F. Carlisle.1

 Through the years, members grew their genealogy knowledge and skills to the point that several had 
written entire bound books or printed manuscripts. To recognize these members’ accomplishments, in 
March 1965, LH&GS announced rules for the society’s first annual book award contest for members 
who had already published and printed books or manuscripts that fell into one of  four categories (see 
the rules section, page 82).  

Each book submitted was to become the property of  the Dallas Public Library, and all manuscripts 
were eligible for publication in “The Quarterly.” Today many of  these books can be found in the online 
library catalog.

The first two works honored with awards were:2

• First Award: Genealogy of  the Andrews-Massey and Related Families of  Henrico County in the Colony of  
Virginia, by James Ray Andrews.

• Honorable Mention: Ledbetters from Virginia, by Roy C. Ledbetter, authored jointly with William R. 
Ledbetter, Justus R. Moll, and James D. Tillman, Jr.

Cover and title page of  Genealogy of  the Andrews-Massey and Related Families of  Henrico County in the Colony of  Virginia, by 
James Ray Andrews, first winner of  the LH&GS Book Award, 1965. Photos courtesy of  Sandra Crowley.
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1966 to 1999

As summarized in the awards table (beginning on page 87), over the years the contest continued on 
an irregular basis. During this time there were only minor changes to the rules, while the name was 
changed in 1993 to “Writing Awards.”  

The range of  topics and surnames among the winners is striking, as is the fact that there were few 
repeat winners. Many of  the winning publications in the book category were hundreds of  pages long, 
implying years of  research.

A major rules revision for the 1995 awards expanded the categories to three for books and seven 
for articles and outlined judging criteria (see the rules section, pages 83–84). It allowed an author to 
submit material to multiple categories. Entries had to score 90 percent or better to receive a First Place 
Certificate. For the first time the winners might win a cash award, and those who were not members 
of  DGS could enter for a $10 fee.  When announced, there were five honorees in the Book/Manuscript 
Division, but there is no detail about which category applies. Patricia Law Hatcher swept the Articles 
Division, and received a Special Recognition Award for a pamphlet she coauthored with John V. 
Wylie.

Possibly the committee in charge of  the contest felt three categories for books and seven for articles 
were too few, and too narrow in scope, because for the 1996 contest the rules established four divisions 
with three to four categories in each division.3 The 1996 list of  winners in the tables describes these 
divisions and categories in detail. No one swept a division, but Patricia Law Hatcher did receive 
awards in more than one category.

By 1998, honorees were not just named “Winner,” or “First Place,” but “Participant.” The 
distinction was made by the number of  points the entries received. Also, there were now awards for 
both “documented” and “undocumented” family histories or genealogies and family history narratives.

2000 to 2010

Perhaps the committee and judges were exhausted by the complexity they had created, or they were 
concerned about the rigor of  the research being done, because in the June/July 1999 “President’s 
Message,” Carole Chew Ruska wrote: “…the Writing Awards were dropped until a committee can study 
how that activity can be improved.”4  In October, the DGS Board approved resuming them in 2000. 

The awards would now be biennial, and as shown in the awards table, there were only four 
divisions, with Division I split into Division Ia and Ib. The intent was to make them more meaningful 
and easier to administer. An entry form available at the library and on the DGS website elaborated on 
all rules and evaluation procedures.5 No copy of  the entry form has been found.

The year 2000 had only one winner per category, but from 2002 to 2006 the number of  entrants 
receiving an “Honorable Mention” increased from one or two per division to as many as eight. 
Whether the process had once again become too complicated, or interest in the awards had declined, 
in 2008 and 2010 there is no mention of  either writing award rules or winners.

2012 to 2015

In 2011, following a DGS Board Retreat earlier that year, the Board added a new appointed position to 
the Board—Director of  Publication Content.6 A Publication Committee headed by that director was 
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formed, and among other actions, in 2012 it launched a new concept for the DGS Writing Contest, 
focusing on articles that tell the stories of  our ancestors, not just document their genealogical data.

As more and more records are being digitized and placed online, the genealogical data in them 
are likely to be readily available to future generations, while stories are being lost every day because 
they are not being written down. Even Tom Jones of  the National Genealogical Society has endorsed 
emphasizing “the story” over genealogical data.7

As described in the 2015 Writing Contest Rules and Guidelines, (see the rules section, pages 
85–86) the contest embraces the entire genealogical community—DGS members and non-members, 
hobbyists and professionals. To attract entries, publicity is widespread to genealogy blog sites and 
societies, as well as the DGS website, and there are cash awards of  $500, $300, and $150 for First, 
Second, and Third Place winners.

There are no categories or divisions, with wide-ranging subjects permitted. Methodologies and 
case studies are not geographically limited, but all other types of  articles must link the subject matter 
to North Texas to emphasize the objective of  DGS to “collect, preserve, and index genealogical 
information relating to North Texas and its early history.” Previously published articles are not eligible. 

Summary

While researching this article I was struck by the effort the entrants made to document, in print, their 
ancestors’ genealogical data, particularly at the time when there were no digital records, no word 
processing software, and no genealogy database software. These family genealogists spent hours in 
archives, libraries, and other repositories going through books or microfilms, often with no index as a 
guide. They spent a considerable amount of  money visiting distant repositories or requesting records 
by mail, which often took weeks or sometimes months to arrive.

Then they spent countless hours in front of  a typewriter creating ascendant or descendant 
narratives, often with complex numbering systems, where a typo or other mistake was a major problem 
to correct. Pedigrees and family group sheets were handwritten, and before genealogy forms became 
standardized, they had to create the format for those as well.

DGS has an impressive fifty-year history of  encouraging its members to write and publish books 
and articles about their ancestors. It is no secret that there are fewer people producing articles or books 
that eventually will be printed. 

It is easy now to use software to record information and to convert it into an “instant” narrative 
that can be emailed to other interested genealogists or family members, or stored in the cloud. Some 
prefer to use personal blogs or websites to publish their research.

What happens when advances in technology make a digital document undecipherable, or your 
family member does not use the same software as you do, or when a digital depository ceases to exist? 
Worse, what happens to all the paper records you have in file cabinets or binders or to your print and 
digital photos and digital documents, when you no longer are capable of  managing them? Who could 
even make sense of  them?

Most important, who is writing the stories that make our ancestors not just a bunch of  places and 
dates, but make them real people with thoughts and emotions, tribulations and joy, successes and failures?
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Methodology of Gathering Data for this Article

I read every issue of  bound copies of  publications produced by LH&GS and DGS from 1955 through 
1965 that are in the 8th floor Genealogy Section of  the Dallas Public Library, and also every issue of  
DGS newsletters from September 1976 through 2015 that are posted online. 

In some years there was no mention of  any book or writing awards at all. In others, the competition 
was announced, but no results were published, or the results were described as being published in the 
syllabi of  DGS workshops where the winners were also announced. In the latter case, because the 
syllabi to our knowledge do not survive, there is no way of  knowing what happened in those years. 

The table beginning on page 87 gives either the winners, or other information for each year. If  
any members have information about years where we have none, please let us know at pegasus@
dallasgenealogy.org.

I want to thank Shirley Sloat and Joanne Corney for their valuable assistance in reading and 
making copies of  articles in bound copies of  LH&GS and DGS publications from 1966 through 1976, 
not only about the book awards, but other “gems” they found about the history of  the society.

Author Biography

Marianne Szabo is the past DGS director of  publications content and is still a member of  the DGS Publications 
Committee. She has ten years of  experience as an editor for a business press magazine, three years of  experience 
in marketing and public relations, and thirty years experience in business-to-business sales. She has been actively 
pursuing genealogy since 2007, and has had several articles published in various genealogical publications. 
Her main areas of  research are in Germany, the Scandinavian countries, and Slovakia, as well as in numerous 
locations in the United States. Her family tells her it is handy to “have a genealogist in the family,” because when 
they have a question about family history they have a captive resource.
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7. Thomas W. Jones, “Creating Family Histories for Future Generations,” lecture, Federation of  Genealogical 
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book AndwrItInG AwArdS ruleS: 1965, 1995 & 2015

Entry rules for the LH&GS First Annual Book Award, reproduced from Local History & Genealogical Society Quarterly, 
March 1965, Volume XI, Number 1.



Part III: Awards

Vol. 3, No. 2 (Winter 2015) 83

Entry rules for the 1995 DGS Writing Awards Competition, reproduced from DGS Newsletter, September–October 1994, 
Volume 18, Number 5.
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Entry rules for the 1995 DGS Writing Awards Competition, reproduced from DGS Newsletter, September–October 1994, 
Volume 18, Number 5.
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Dallas Genealogical Society 2015 Writing Contest: Rules and Guidelines.
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Dallas Genealogical Society 2015 Writing Contest: Rules and Guidelines.
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book AndwrItInG AwArd wInnerS

Compiled and transcribed by Marianne Szabo

The information below was compiled from various LH&GS and DGS publications and is transcribed 
here exactly as it appeared, including spelling, punctuation, and formatting.

Division and Category Author Title of Entry

1965

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy 

James Ray Andrews

*First Place

Genealogy of  the Andrews-Maxey and 
Related Families of  Henrico County in the 
Colony of  Virginia

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy 

Roy C. Ledbetter (with 
Wm. R. Ledbetter, Justus 
R. Moll, and James D. 
Tillman, Jr.

*Honorable Mention

Ledbetters from Virginia

1966 No entries

1967

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Mrs. J. A. Morris, Jr. 
(Mildred Elizabeth Solley 
Morris )

The Bevill-Burton Family History

1968 No mention of winners

1969

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Nadine Lain

*First Place (tie)

William Watters, His Descendants and 
Related Families

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Mrs. Jas. R. MacDonald 
(Margaret Taylor 
MacDonald)

*First Place (tie)

The Milward Family of  Lexington, 
Kentucky, 1803–1869

1970–1973 No mention of Book 
Awards

1974 1975 competition 
announced

1975

Books with a Minimum of  50 
pages: Family History

Paula Moyer Jung The Moyer Family: Descendants of  Jacob 
and Christina Moyer of  Naked Creek, 
Rockingham County, Virginia

Books with a Minimum of  
50 pages: Local History of  a 
Community

Stella Vinson Bryant Pioneers of  Yesteryear: Pleasant Mound 
“Public” Cemetery and Memorial Park, 
1848–1973
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Manuscript – minimum of  five 
pages: Family History

Dr. Opal Hinsey White Genealogy of  Dr. John Butler, William 
Boynton or Byington and Allied Families

1976 No mention of Book 
Awards

1977 Announced in January, but 
no mention of winners

1978 No mention of Book 
Awards

1979

Not stated – 362 pages 1. Mary Ann Beadles A History of  Four Jackson Purchase 
Families (Harris-Beadles-Browder-Guerrant)

Not stated – 35 pages 2. Anna Brown Baker & 
Anne A. Cochran

Memories Live On and On (the story of  the 
stained glass windows in the sanctuary of  the 
Cockran Chapel United Methodist Church 
1856–1876)

Not stated – 439 pages 3. William Lusk Crawford Ancestors & Friends (Crawford and Blount 
Families)

1980

Not stated – number of  pages not 
known

Helen Lu and Gwen 
Neumann

Revolutionary War Bible, Family and 
Marriage Records Gleaned from Pension 
Applications, Vol. 1 (3700 full name index)

1981 Announced in March, but 
no mention of winners

1982

Not stated – 55 pages Allison Cheney A Legacy of  Love (author’s personal ancestry)

1983 Announced in February, 
but no mention of winners

1984 No mention of Book 
Awards

1985

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy
 

Doris Ross Brock Johnston

*First Place

Wilks & Young Families, Texas Pioneers

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Sarah Payne Foxworth and 
Michal Martin Farmer

*Honorable Mention

Foxworth, Bush, Payne, Bledsoe and Allied 
Lineages

Books with a minimum of  50 
pages: Local or Genealogical 
interest

Helen S. Stinson Land Entry Book, Greenbrier Co., W.Va.

Manuscript with a minimum 
of  5 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Terence G. Walsh The Chases of  Independence
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

1986

Family History or Genealogy Gene Boswell

*First Place

Descendants of  Edward Boswell

Family History or Genealogy Eunice Newbold Clark

*Honorable Mention

Clarks from Pennsylvania and Allied 
Families from Early 1700s to 1984

Genealogical Source Material Joyce Martin Murray Deed Abstracts of  Warren County, Kentucky, 
1797–1821

1987 Announced in February, 
but no mention of winners

1988

Not stated – 209 pages Jeanne Tabb and Margaret 
Ann Thetford

Bishop Garrett’s Journal, Texas, 1875–1890

Not stated – 24 pages Terence G. Walsh James Joseph Walsh: from the Liffey to the 
Mississippi and Beyond

1989

Excellence in Publication Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck Virginia’s Colonial Soldiers

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Barbara J. Cox Gregorys of  Indian Territory

Books with a minimum of  50 
pages: Local or Genealogical 
Interest

Jeanette Bland African-Americans in the Early Records of  
Collin County, Texas

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

John Alan Hord Life in Texas, 1845–1914

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Sue Harris Matthias and Maria Margretha Theiss of  
Grunbach, Germany and Some of  their 
Descendants and Related Families in 
America

1990

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Lt. Col. George H. Carlton

*First Place

John Carlton of  Orange County and 
Albemarle County, Virginia, and Some of  
His Descendants, 1720–1989

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family  History or 
Genealogy

Michal Martin Farmer

*Honorable Mention

Adam Martin 1755–1835 and Thomas 
Roy Musick 1757–1942, St. Louis County, 
Missouri Pioneers, Their Ancestors, 
Descendants and Related Families, 
Hildebrand, Peira, Roy and Neville

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Jim Monaghan The Trans-Cedar Tragedy (Triple Lynching 
in Henderson County, Texas)
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Patricia Law Hatcher Thomas Almand of  Virginia and Some 
Descendants

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Renee Jackson Smith

*First Place

History of  the DAR—The First 100 Years

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Linda Shaddock Rogers

*Honorable Mention

Clark County, Arkansas Births, Marriages, 
Deaths of  Arkadelphia and Environs as 
Recorded 1875–1897 by James A. Fortson

1991

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family  History or 
Genealogy

Imogene M. Boswell Descendants of  Claiborne B. May: South 
Carolina, St. Clair County, Alabama, 
Talledega County, Alabama, Greene County, 
Alabama

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Linda Shaddock Rogers Clark County, Arkansas, Arkadelphia and 
Environs, A Journal By James A. Fortson, 
Recorded 1875–1897

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Family History or 
Genealogy

Hollie F. Faulhaber Hollie Allie Pennington Family

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Michal Martin Farmer Macon Telegraph, Macon, Georgia, Volume 
I, #1–Volume 6, #35

1992

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family  History or 
Genealogy

Dawn Powell Cartwright Thomas Powell in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, 1682 and Some of  His 
Descendants

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Nova A. Lemons Pioneers of  Chickasaw Nation, Indian 
Territory

Manuscript – minimum of  
five pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Rhonda L. Morris James R. Rylie, His Descendants and Rylie 
Prairie Dallas County, Texas.

1993

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Family  History or 
Genealogy

Brenda Burns Kellow Charles C. Stibbens: soldier of  the Battle of  
San Jacinto, Citizen of  the Republic of  Texas

Books with a minimum of  
50 pages: Local History or 
Genealogy

Jim Monaghan Tool Cemetery, Henderson County, Texas

Manuscript – 1000 words or less 
“My Favorite Ancestor”

Ramona Honan Nancy Emeline Caldwell Lauderdale

1994 Announced in January, but 
no mention of winners
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

1995

Book/Manuscript Division Leo G. Knezek

*Winner

Knezek Heritage: from Moravia to Texas

L. Malcolm “Mike” 
Basham

* Winner

Johnson County Texas 1860 Federal Census

Margaret Pearce Anderson

*Special Recognition

Echoes from Yesterday

Michal Martin Farmer

*First Place Certificate

The Genealogy of  the Webster, Martin, 
Dozier, Staples & Starke Families of  Wilkes 
County, Georgia

Glen and Hallie Garner

*First Place Certificate

Arkansas Travelers

Articles Division Patricia Law Hatcher

*Winner

Who Was the Wife of  Deacon Edward 
Putnam, Accuser in the Salem Witchcraft 
Trials?

Patricia Law Hatcher

*Winner

Revolutionary War Pensions: Selected and 
Nonselected Records

Patricia Law Hatcher

*Winner

Serendipity Comes to Those Who Have 
Prepared

Patricia Law Hatcher

*Winner

Those Dull, Boring Land and Court Records

Patricia Law Hatcher

*First Place Certificate

A Multiplicity of  Marys

Patricia Law Hatcher

*First Place Certificate

Danish Roots

Patricia Law Hatcher

*First Place Certificate

Building a Virginia Neighborhood

Patricia Law Hatcher

*First Place Certificate

Problem-Solving by Hypothesis

Pat Hatcher and John V. 
Wylie

*Special Recognition

Indexing Family Histories, Simple Steps for a 
Quality Product (pamphlet)

1996

Division I: Unpublished Articles 
(10,000 words or less)

Category 1 – Documented family 
history or genealogy

Rosemary Rick

*Winner

“Catherine Rick 1855–1936 and Her 
Family”
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Category 2 – Undocumented 
family history narrative

Donna Ward Smiley

*Winner

“Pieces and Patterns: A Life Quilt”

Category 3 – General 
Genealogical Interest

Patricia Law Hatcher

*Winner

“In Search of  a Black Sheep: Ferdinand 
Augustus Halsey”

Hallie Price Garner

*First Place

“Shot by Revenue Agents: The 1890 
Special Census of  Union Veterans and 
Widows, Hancock, Tennessee”

Division II – Published Articles 
(10,000 words or less)

No Entries

Division III – Bound Books (Hard or 
Perfect Bound Books)

Category 1 – Documented family 
history or genealogy

Amy Lerner Garner

*Winner

The Descendants of  Adrian and Susanna 
Raymakers Schellens of  Belgium and New 
York, 1691–1994

Sheila White Huckaby

*First Place

Frederik Christiansen and Christine Hansen 
(Hansdatter) and Their Descendants: A 
Danish Family

Category 2 – Documented family 
history narrative

No entries

Category 3 - Undocumented 
family history

Betty Ann Henley 
Vollenweider

*Winner

Memories Revisited, The Life and Family of  
W.W. “Bill” Henley, 1905–1982 and Reba 
Elisabeth Miars Henley, 1905–1994: Their 
Lives, Descendants and Ancestors 

Imogene Rowin Lee

*First Place

The Rowin Family…to 1995:”Out of  the 
Cotton Patch, the Early Years

Category 4 - A book of  historical 
or genealogical interest

Rosemary Rick

*Winner

Company G: Third Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, Spanish American War

Patricia Law Hatcher

*First Place

Producing a Quality Family History

John Allen Hord

*First Place

Early Day Adventures of  a Texas Boy Scout 
Troop

Edward Joseph Klaas

*First Place

Gluckstadt, Madison County, Mississippi: 
A History of  a German-American Catholic 
Farming Community in the Deep South

Category 5 - A book of  
abstracted material

Gwendolyn Lynette Hester

*Winner

Freedmen and Colored Marriage Records, 
1865–1890

Division IV – Manuscripts & 
Informally Bound Books (greater 
than 10,000 words)

Category 1 – Documented family 
genealogy

No entries
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Category 2 – Documented family 
history

Terry Bradshaw O’Neill

*Winner

Memoirs of  John Moore, Esq. And The Case 
for the Corrected Lineage of  Hon. John Moore

Category 3 - Undocumented 
family history

No entries

Category 4 - A book of  historical 
or genealogical interest

No entries

Category 5 - A book of  
abstracted material

No entries

1997

Unpublished Articles: 
Documented family History or 
Genealogy

Barbara  Roberts Baylis Drum Major Isaac Organ and 
Drummers in the American 
Revolution

Published Articles: General 
Genealogical Interest

Hallie Price Garner

*First Place

A Series of  Beginner’s Corner Articles 
for the DGS Newsletter, December 
1996/July 1997

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Walter L. Robertson Four Trails to Texas

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Elizabeth Linton Cosgrove 
Johnson

Cosgrove Lines, Lore and Legacy

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Vincent Ira Correll, Jr. Ed.D. Correll Chronicles: The Ancestors and 
Descendants of  the Correll Families 
of  Lancaster County, Pennsylvania: 
Through Four Hundred Fifty Years from 
the 1500’s through 1996

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Dyane Monroe Dye Wood

*First Place

The Wilcox-Luke Genealogy

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Judge Edward F. Butler, Sr.

*First Place

The Descendants of  Thomas Pincerna 
Progenitor of  the Butler Family

Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Dudley Ferrell The Ferrell Family Circle and Related 
Families

Bound Books: Documented 
Family History Narrative

Eunice Newbold Clark Six American Colonists. Thomas 
Newbold. William Rodney. George 
Hufford. Eberhard Ream. Edward 
Painter. Richard Bridgeford and Their 
Descendants

Bound Books: Documented 
Family History Narrative

Morris Ashcroft Thurston

*First Place

Tora Thurston: The History of  a 
Norwegian Pioneer

Bound Books: Undocumented 
Family History Narrative

By: Cecil Oliver Burton

Compiled by: Olivia Burton 
Harrington

The Wagon Master

Bound Books: Book of  
Abstracted Material

John Pitts Launey and F. 
Edward Wright

*First Place

Early Church Records of  Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books: Documented 
Family Genealogy

Patricia D. Mitchell Ancestors and Descendants of  Morgan 
Orlando Utt and Olivia Rebecca 
(Protzman) Utt.  Monongalia Co. WV

Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books: Undocumented 
Family History Narrative

Joyce Butler Estridge From the Alps to the Appalachians: The 
Descendants of  Emmanuel Gottlieb 
Betler of  Helvetia. West Virginia

Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books: Book of  
Abstracted Material

Root Seekers Genealogical 
Society

Henderson County Texas Tenth Federal 
Population Census

Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books: Book of  
Abstracted Material

Hallie Price Garner Mulberry Gap Association of  Baptists 
1879–1996 Index of  Obituary Subjects 
in Annual Minutes: A Finding Aid

1998

Division I- Category 1, 
Unpublished Articles – 
Documented Family History or 
Genealogy

Gerard R. Dobson

*Participant

Ezra Bowman of  Oxford Massachusetts

Division I- Category 2, 
Unpublished Articles – 
Undocumented Family History 
or Genealogy

Rosemary Rick

*Participant

Union Widows of  the Civil War: A Study of  
Three Women

Division I – Category 3, 
Unpublished Articles – General 
Genealogical Interest

Lisa McKinney

*First Place

Coming to Understand Sources: A Case 
Study in “Proper” Genealogy

Division II – Category 3, 
Published Articles – General 
Genealogy Interest

Hallie Price Garner

*Participant

Marriage Records from the Obituaries in 
the Mulberry Gap Association of  Baptists 
Minutes 1893–1922

Division III – Category 1, Bound 
Books – Documented Family 
Genealogy

Rosemary Rick

*First Place

Conrad Neun and his Descendants 1849–
1920, St. Louis

Division III – Category 2, Bound 
Books – Documented Family 
History Narrative

George Pettett

*Participant

Legends, Plain Truths, and Probabilities: A 
Crawford/McWilliams Chronicle

Division III – Category 4, Bound 
Books – Book of  Historical or 
Genealogical Interest

Della Gray Barthelmas

*First Place

The Signers of  the Declaration of  
Independence: A Biographical and 
Genealogical Reference

Division III – Category 5, Bound 
Books – Book of  Abstracted 
Material

Jim Monaghan

*First Place

Divorces – Dallas County, Texas 1846–1905

Division IV – Category 2, 
Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books – Documented 
Family History Narrative

Art Hendon

*Participant

Georgia-Alabama Hendon Family History
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

Division IV –Category 3, 
Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books – Undocumented 
Family History Narrative

Sherry Butler

*Participant

A Century of  Living: The Story of  Grandma 
Ming

Mary Noel Peters Wood

*Participant

An Ordinary Hero, My Dad: Joseph 
Franklin Peters, M.D. 1909–1980

Division IV – Category 4, 
Manuscripts and Informally 
Bound Books – Book of  
Historical or Genealogical 
Interest

Gerald R. Post

*Participant

First Guide to Civil War Genealogy and 
Research

1999 Suspended

2000 First Biennial Contest

Division I – Family History John M. Price The Tennants of  Monongalia

Division II – Articles or Books 
of  Historical or Genealogical 
Interest

Greta Ray Lothrop 
Hockersmith

Ancestors and Descendants of  Stephen Poe 
Neal

Division III – Family Stories, 
Memories, Character Sketches

Justine Miller The Brown-Warner Letters

Division IV – Book of  Compiled 
Material Church, Court, Census, 
Cemetery Abstracted from 
Digital Records

Shirley Remnant Sloat Historical List of  Justices of  the Peace, 
Dallas County, 1846–2000

2002

Division I – Family History Hallie Gamer

*First Place

Henry Price, Jr.

George Pettett

*Second Place

Pettett & Pettit: This Family Business

Joseph Roark

*Third Place

Joseph Roark—His Life and Times

Division II – Articles or Books 
of  Historical or Genealogical 
Interest

Ed Millis

*Honorable Mention

One Way to Write Your Personal Story

Division III – Family Stories, 
Memories, Character Sketches

Terri B. O’Neill

*Honorable Mention

The Honorable Richard Stanford, 
Congressman

Division III – Family Stories, 
Memories, Character Sketches

Selenda Billington

*Honorable Mention

The Frank C. Pearson & Tellie Ward Story

Division IV – Book of  Compiled 
Material Church, Court, Census, 
Cemetery Abstracted from 
Digital Records

Weldon Hudson

*Honorable Mention

Pioneers Rest Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant 
Co., TX
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

2004

Division I – Family History

Category 1 – Less than 10,000 
words

No entries

Category 2 – More than 10,000 
words

Marge Stockton

*First Place

Hendrens, Dunhams, and their Kin, The 
Paternal Ancestors of  Stacy Mae Hendren 
Stockton

Dwight Albert Sharpe

*Honorable Mention

Felix Benedict Dixon, A San Augustine 
County, Texas Pioneer and a Republic of  
Texas Citizen

Marilyn Thomas

*Honorable Mention

Mercedee

Division II – Articles or Books 
of  Historical or Genealogical 
Interest

Terri Bradshaw O’Neill

*First Place

William Bradshaw of  Orange and Alamance 
Counties, North Carolina: A Case Study

Rosemary M. Schoolfield

*Honorable Mention

Lewis McClain, Georgia Pioneer—An 
Overview

Mary Noel Peters Wood

*Honorable Mention

An Ordinary Hero, My Dad—Joseph 
Franklin Peters, M.D. 1909–1980

Division III – Family Stories, 
Memories, Character Sketches

Anna Rose Barry

*First Place

Meet the Barry Family in Rosita, Colorado

Lela Evans

*Honorable Mention

Michael Wilburn McCarley

Philip Jones, Jr.

*Honorable Mention

The Toliver Family Tree

Division IV – Book of  Compiled 
Material Church, Court, Census, 
Cemetery Abstracted from 
Digital Records

Judy Allen Knight

*First Place

Historic W.V.S. Allen Cemetery, Tarrant 
County, Texas

Alan Miller

*Honorable Mention

Middle Tennessee’s Forgotten Children, 
Apprentices from 1784 to 1902

Ed Millis

*Honorable Mention

Trinity Farm and El Rancho Grande 
Cemetery Burials

Peggy Sutherlin

*Honorable Mention

1880 Upshur County, Texas Census

Barbara Kerfoot Smyth 
Turner

*Honorable Mention

Letters from Home: The Letters and Lives 
of  Ludlow St. Claire Smyth and Lucie 
Webb Laws

Division IV – Book of  Compiled 
Material Church, Court, Census, 
Cemetery Abstracted from 
Digital Records

Laurie G. Wharton

*Honorable Mention

Diaries of  S. S. Wright of  New Haven, 
Vermont, Written in the Vermont Register & 
Farmers’ Almanacs 1857–1899
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

2006

Division I – Family History

Category 1 – Less than 10,000 
words

No entries

Category 2 – More than 10,000 
words

Rosemary M. Schoolfield

*First Place

Elliott Pioneers: From Whence We Came: 
Vol.2: The Children and Grandchildren of  
James Middleton Elliott and Sarah Elizabeth 
Clardy

Temple Pouncey

*Honorable Mention

Descendants of  Anthony Pouncey

Melvin E. Brewer

*Honorable Mention

Waggoner and Related Families of  Middle 
Tennessee

John M. Price

*Honorable Mention

The Tennants of  Monongalia, Vol. II

Hallie Price Garner

*Honorable Mention

Arkansas Travelers II

Division II – Articles or Books 
of  Historical or Genealogical 
Interest

John and Barb Wylie

*First Place

125 Years in the Heart of  the City: First 
United Methodist Church, Grand Prairie, 
Texas, 1880–2005

Division III – Family Stories, 
Memories, Character Sketches

Anna Rose Barry

*First Place

Growing Up in Colorado: The Early Years

Hyatt Creek, Jr.

*Honorable Mention

Reminiscences of  Hyatt Creek, Sr.

Jacqueline Frank Strickland

*Honorable Mention

Two German Surnames and Fourteen 
Different Spellings

Frances Quigley

*Honorable Mention

Success Researching Newsbank Online

Marge Stockton

*Honorable Mention

Sara Jane Kelly: mystery and enigma

David B. Dibrell

*Honorable Mention

Henry Eustice McCullouch

Richard Titley

*Honorable Mention

The English Connection

Janet Khashab

*Honorable Mention

Abuela Josefa Castaño and the Family Tree

Mary L. Pickens

*Honorable Mention

Prairie Sloopers

Division IV – Book of  Compiled 
Material Church, Court, Census, 
Cemetery Abstracted from 
Digital Records

Terri B. O’Neill

*First Place

John Moore, Esq. (1745–1838) of  New York 
City: His Writings and Memoranda
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Division and Category Author Title of Entry

2008 No mention of Writing 
Awards Rules or Winners

2010 No mention of Writing 
Awards Rules or Winners

2012

First Place - $500 Karen Claridge Walker “Francis A. Claridge (1824–1887)”

Second Place - $300 Debbie Parker Wayne, 
CGSM

“Bailing, Bigamy, Brother Love”

Third Place (Tie) - $150 Loretta L. Evans, AG® “Sarah Luse Larimer, 1836–1913: 
Indian Captive, Photographer and 
Businesswoman

Third Place (Tie) -$150 Barbara A. Ware, PhD “Chronology of  Land Lot 128, District 
20, Baldwin (Morgan County), Georgia 
and How It Led to Polly Ware’s Maiden 
Name

2013

First Place - $500 Jo Archer Arnspiger “From Kentucky to Texas: The Story of  
One Pioneer Family”

Second Place - $300 Charles Curtis “A Double Murder in Mills County”

Third Place - $150 Not awarded

2014

First Place - $500 Deborah Harvey and Gary 
Wood

“As the Angus Roam”

Second Place - $300 Not awarded

Third Place - $150 Not Awarded

2015

First Place - $500 Diane Gawedzinski “Rising—the Story of  John Wesley 
Barnes and Edna Mollie Crawford”

Second Place: $300 RL Canady “Tracing Polly’s Life from Slavery to 
Freedom”

Third Place: $150 Not awarded
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Adams
Martha Knight, 24
Mrs. Charles D., 29, 33

Akins
Malta (Evans), 65
Mary Pearl (White), 62
Sam V., 62, 65, 77

Alexander
Carol, 54

Allen
Desmond Walls, 76

Almand
Thomas, 90

Alvis
Jane McGuire, 23–24, 30
Mrs. W. O., 21, 29, 33

Anderson
Charles, 57
Hershel W., 72
Joseph C., 76
Margaret Pearce, 91

Andrews
James Ray, 78, 87

Arant
H. D., 27

Arnspiger
Jo Archer, 98

Atwell
William H., 7–8

Baker
Anna Brown, 88
Mrs. L. Warren, 29

Barnes
Edna Mollie (Crawford), 98
John Wesley, 98

Barnette
Mic, 76

Barret
Margaret (m. Pratt), iii, 10–13, 21, 

23, 26, 28–31, 33–35, 39, 62–63, 
65, 71

Barrett
Mrs. Linnie W., 26, 29

Barry
Anna Rose, 96–97

Barthelmas
Della Gray, 94

Basham
L. Malcolm/Mike, 51, 74, 91

Baylis
Barbara Roberts, 40, 75, 93

Bays
Marjorie, 76

Beadles
Mary Ann, 88

Behrends
Earle D., 29
Mrs. Earle D., 29

Bell
Fannie Osborne (Slaughter), 3–4
Mrs. George E., 3–4
Shelah, 65

Benson
Bill, 45

Betler
Emmanuel Gottlieb, 94

Billington
Selenda, 45, 95

Birt
Gladys Dodge, 23, 30
Mrs. C. Leslie, 33

Bland
Jeanette, 89

Blasig
Anne, 28

Blomer
Donna, 46

Bockstruck
Lloyd DeWitt, 37–40, 43–45, 49, 

53–54, 63–65, 72, 76, 89

Boehning
Helen, 45

Boon
Allie Moore, 24, 29, 33
Mrs. John D./J. D., 24, 29, 33

Boren
Mrs. S. H., 29

Boswell
Edward, 89
Gene, 89
Imogene M., 90

Bowman
Ezra, 94

Boykin
Lucile, 39, 57, 63, 65

Boynton
William, 88

Bradshaw
William, 96

Brennan
Nancy Wright, 60

Brewer
Melvin E., 74, 97
Mrs. George A., 29

Bridgeford
Richard, 93

Brock
R. A., 10

Brown
Sonja, 54

Bruce
Dorothy Odom, 45, 75

Bruton
Ada L., 24

Bryan
John Neely, 40

Bryant
Marynell, 40
Stella Vinson, 87

Burns
A. W., 21

Burris
Gene, 75

Burroughs
Tony, 76

Burton
Cecil Oliver, 93

Bush
Gayla, 77

Butler
Edward F., Sr., 93
John 88
Sherry, 95

Canady
R. L., 98

Cansler
Norma, 36, 57

Carlisle
Mrs. George F., 28–29, 33, 78
Willie Flowers, 23, 30

Carlton
George H., 89

Carmack
Sharon DeBartolo, 43

Editor’s Note:  Many females mentioned in this issue often appear with multiple surname-like names following their given 
names. In cases where there is no genealogical data to indicate if  these names are middle, maiden, married, or a combination 
thereof, they are indexed by the final surname, followed by a comma with the given name and any sequential names.
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Carr
Nanon, 28

Carruth/Caruth
Margaret Scruggs, 8, 23, 26, 29–31, 

33–34
Mrs. W. W., Sr., 48

Cartwright
Dawn Powell, 90

Castaño
Josefa, 97

Castleman
Ruth S., 29

Caven
Mary Word, 24

Ceccucci
Judy, 32, 72

Chambers
Jerry, 75

Champ
Minnie, 32
Mrs. R. G., 32

Cheney
Allison, 88

Christiansen
Frederik, 92

Clardy
Sarah Elizabeth (m. Elliott), 97

Claridge
Francis A., 98

Clark
Eunice Newbold, 89, 93
Grata Jeter, 63

Clift
Glenn, 28

Cochran
Anne A., 88
Samuel Poyntz, 3–4

Coffey
Bernie, 40

Colletta
John Philip, 76

Collier
Leslie, 44–46, 64

Collins
Carr P., Jr., 26, 30

Combs
Carolyn, 37

Comstock
Ernest Bernard/E. B., 5–6, 28–29, 

33

Condell
Joan, 54

Conger
W. R., 12, 26

Cook
Mrs. Tom, 26

Corney
Joanne, iv, 81

Correll
Vincent Ira, 93

Cottongame
Charlotte, 45

Cowart
Mary, 54

Cox
Barbara J., 89

Crandall
Ralph, 36

Crane
Madilyn Coen, 83

Crawford
Edna Mollie (m. Barnes), 98
Georgia Belle, 72
William Lusk, 88

Creek
Hyatt, Jr., 97

Crow
Mrs. Edmon L., 29

Crowley
Sandra (author), iv, 66, 71, 73–74, 

78

Cullar
Mrs. James W., 23, 26
W. Clytes Anderson, 23, 26

Curtis
Charles, 98

Darnell
Rubyann, 40

Davis
Carolyn, 74
Robert Scott, 76
Rose Mary, 54

Degan
Shari, 48

DeGarmo
Mrs. Frank, 21, 28

Deihl
Elizabeth, 75, 77

Dial
Martin, 33–34

Dibrell
David, B., 97

Dillard
Lois, 75

Dixon
Bonne Waller, 23
Felix Benedict, 96

Dobson
Gerard R., 94

Dorman
John Frederick, 76

Dossett
Barbara, 45–46, 74–75

Dow
Bill, 77

Dyer
James, 28

Eastman
Dick, 59

Edman
Pam, 46

Edmondson
Chan, 40

Eichelberger
Robert L., 15

Elliott
James Middleton, 97
Sarah Elizabeth (Clardy), 97

Emerson
Ralph Waldo, iii

Erickson
Mallie May Croft, 24

Estridge
Joyce Butler, 94

Evans
Laurie, 53
Lela, 96
Loretta L., 98
Malta (m. Akins), 65

Farmer
Michal Martin, 88–91

Faulhaber
Hollie F., 90

Ferrell
Dudley, 93

Fife
Maggie May, 24

Fortson
James A., 90

Foster
Nell J., 29

Fox
Marti, 53, 55

Foxworth
Sarah Payne, 88
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Gandy
Anna Lee (m. Walker), 23–24, 

29–30, 33, 35

Garlington
Marie, 29

Garner
Amy Lerner, 92
Glen, 91
Hallie, 45, 91–95, 97

Garrett
Bishop, 89

Gawedzinski
Diane, 98

Gilman
Victory B., 82

Godfrey
Carlos E., 28

Green
Edwin L., 28
George Athel, 15
John Plath, iii, 7, 11–17, 23–24, 26, 

28, 30–31, 33–35, 50, 62–63, 82
John Randall, 15
Margueritte Francine (Tatom/

Tatum), 14–16
Nancy Robin, 15
Nora Olive (Rape), 15

Greene
Cecil, 48
Ida, 48

Haley
Alex, 64

Halsey
Ferdinand Augustus, 92

Hansen/Hansdatter
Christine, 92

Hanson
Tony, 60, 66–67, 74

Harper
Alvin, 74

Harrell
Mabel, 29, 33

Harries
Katherine, 26

Harrington
Olivia Burton, 93

Harris
Sue, 89

Harrison
Daniel B., 33–34
Hastings, 26, 29, 31, 33–34

Harvey
Deborah, 98

Hatcher
Patricia Law/Pat, 76, 79, 90–92

Hawn
Shirley Stertz, 45, 49, 53, 55, 75

Hayley
C. C., 29, 33

Haynes
Eunice, 29, 33

Hazel
Mike, 76

Henderson
Jerry, 43, 75

Hendon
Art, 94

Henley
Reba Elisabeth (Miars), 92
W. W./Bill, 92

Henry
Sharon A., 74

Hester
Gwendolyn Lynette, 92

Hill
George W., 29

Hockersmith
Greta Ray Lothrop, 95

Holcomb
Brent, 43, 76

Holston
Dorothy Drucilla (Miles), 62
John Wesley, 62
John Willis, 62, 65
William Brock, 62

Honan
Ramona, 90

Hord
John Alan, 89, 92

Howell
Cyndi, 64

Huckaby
Sheila White, 92

Hudson
Margaret Ann, 58
Weldon, 95

Hufford
George, 93

Humphrey
Nancy, 45

Jackson
Larkin, 39

James
Frances, 75

Jamieson
Adrienne Bird, 32, 40, 45, 51, 74

Johnson
Elizabeth Linton Cosgrove, 93
Mary, 45

Johnston
Doris Ross Brock, 88

Jones
Effie Norwood, 23, 26, 29, 33, 82
Henry O., 31
Mrs. Henry O./H. O., Sr., 23, 26, 

29, 33, 82
Philip, Jr., 96

Jonsson
Philip, 48

Jung
Paula Moyer, 87

Kellow
Brenda Burns, 40, 90

Kelly
Sara Jane, 97

Khashab
Janet (author), iv, 3, 8, 10, 34, 
57–59, 74, 77, 97

King
Don, 29, 33

Kinkade
Glenn, 53, 55

Kirk
Ron, 46–47

Klass
Edward Joseph, 92

Knezek
Leo G., 91

Knight
Judy Allen, 96

Kucera
Mrs. A. E., 23
Viola Venable, 23

Lain, 
Nadine, 87

Lambeth
Lee, 72
Mrs. Lee, 72

Lane
A. V., 7
Bob, 74
Linda, 74
Mrs. A. V., 7

Lankford
Robert, 62

Larimer
Sarah Luse, 98
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Lauderdale
Nancy Emeline Caldwell, 90

Laughter
Pearl, 29, 33–34
Vernon, 24, 29, 33–34

Launey
John Pitts, 93

Laws
Lucy Webb, 96

Leary
Helen F. M., 76

Ledbetter
Roy C., 78, 87
William R., 78, 87

Lee
Imogene Rowin, 92
Sammie Townsend, 40, 45, 47, 50, 
74

Leomns
Nova, 40, 90

Lewis
Myrtle M., 8

Lindley
Pansy McGehee, 12

Lockett
Fanny Hunt, 24

Looney
Mrs. Charles, 29, 33

Lu
Helen Mason, 32, 40, 43, 51, 74, 88

Luttrell
Mrs. J. O., 29, 33

MacArthur
Douglas, 15

MacDonald
Margaret Taylor, 87
Mrs. Jas. R., 87

Markoff
Lea, 38, 77

Marriott
Russell S., 72

Martin
Guy W., 72
Myra M., 72

May
Claiborne B., 90

Maybrier
Robert H./Bob, 43, 74

McCarley
Michael Wilburn, 96

McCauley
Phyllis, 45

McClain
Lewis, 96

McCommas
Amon, 63
Elisha, 63
Stephen, 63

McCorkel
Frances Mary, 29
Nell E., 29

McCracken
Mrs. Joseph H., Jr., 29

McCrary
Alene, 32

McCullouch
Henry Eustice, 97

McDaniel
Craig, 46

McDermott
Eugene, 48

McDonald
Mrs. John C., 29
Pauline Johnson, 24

McFarland
Jan, 41, 45

McKinney
Lisa, 94

McKnight
Mamie, 40

McLaurin
Banks, Jr., 31, 82

McNitt
V. V., 28

McQuirk
Happi, 53, 55

Miars
Reba Elisabeth (m. Henley), 92

Miles
Dorothy Drucilla (m. Holston), 62

Miller
Alan, 51, 74, 96
Clay, 45
Justine, 95
Karen Avery, 44–46, 75

Millis
Ed, iv, 5, 95–96

Mills
Elizabeth Shown, 76

Miltenberger
Gordon, Rev., 44

Milton
Roger, 72

Mitchell
Mrs. George, 29
Patricia D., 94

Moll
Justus R., 78, 87

Monaghan
Jim, 51, 89–90, 94

Moore
John, 93, 97
Thomas, 54

Morgan
William M., 28

Morris
Harry Joseph, 12, 72
Mildred Elizabeth Solley, 87
Mrs. Harry Joseph, 12, 39, 62, 

71–72, 82
Mrs. J. A., 87
Rhonda L., 90

Morrison
Andy, 54

Moseley
J. Bruce, 42

Moss
Fred, 59, 75
Lynell Bennett, 75

Moyer
Christina, 87
Jacob, 87

Murray
Joyce Martin, 36, 89

Neal
Stephen Poe, 95

Neun
Conrad, 94

Newbold
Thomas, 93

Neumann
Gwen, 51, 72, 88

Nichols
Alice S., 24

Noland
Charles Lee, 23, 28–30, 33–34

Norwood
Barbara, 21

O’Brien
Patrick, 57

O’Neill
Terri Bradshaw, 74, 93, 95–97

Organ
Isaac, 93
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Owen/Owens
Mrs. James P., 21, 28, 29

Padgitt
Mrs. Sullivan, 29

Painter
Edward, 93

Palmer
Edith Allen, 44–45

Pappas
Carolyn, 64

Parikh
Raksha, 54, 56

Payne
John Howard/J. Howard, 6

Pearce
Margaret Hancock, 45, 50

Pearson
Frank C., 95

Pei
I. M., 63

Pennington
Hollie Allie, 90

Peoples
Ada Brooks Allen, 24
Mrs. H. L., 29

Peters
Joseph Franklin, 95–96

Peterson
Hazel A., 23–24, 29–31, 33

Pettett
George, 94–95

Pezzanite
Frank A., 58

Phillips
Bob, 40

Pickens
Mary L., 97

Pincerna
Thomas, 93

Pointer
Gladys, 32
Mrs. R. A., 32

Post
Gerald R., 95

Pouncey
Anthony, 97
Temple, 97

Powdrill
Susan, 74

Powell
Anna, 65
Thomas, 90

Prather
Glenna, 54

Pratt
James, 11
Margaret (Barret), iii, 10–13, 21,

23, 26, 28–31, 33–35, 39, 62–63, 
65, 71

Mark, 54

Price
Henry, Jr., 95
John M., 95, 97

Protzman
Olivia Rebecca (m. Utt), 94

Putnam
Edward, 91

Quigley
Frances, 97

Randlett, 
Mrs. Sam L., 29

Raney
Don, 75

Rangley
Mary Catherine Gregg, 24

Ransleben
Guido E., 28

Rape
Nora Olive (m. Green), 15

Ratchford
Fannie, 7

Raymakers
Susanna (m. Schellens), 92

Ream
Eberhard, 93

Rencher
David, 43, 61, 76

Rick
Catherine, 91
Rosemary, 91–92, 94

Rinaldi
Mary, 77

Roark
Carol, 40, 76
Joseph, 95

Roberts
Dorothy Nash, 74
Gary Boyd, 76

Robertson
Walter L., 93

Rodney
William, 93

Rogers
Linda Shaddock, 90

Roggenbrod
Eloina Bruton, 23
Mrs. Roland, 29, 33

Rose
Christine, 76

Rubeck
Arthur H., 43, 75

Ruska
Carole Chew, 45, 75, 79

Rylie
James R., 90

Sabine
W. H. W., 28

Salazar
Ramiro, 44, 47
Steve, 46

Sampley
Arthur, 65

Schellens
Adrian, 92
Susanna (Raymakers), 92

Schieffer
Mrs. E. C., 29

Schoolfield
Rosemary M., 96–97

Schweitzer
George, 76

Schwertz
Lillian, 26, 29–30, 33, 35

Scullock
Sheila, 54

Sharp
Stella, 64

Sharpe
Dwight Albert, 96

Shoptaught
L. A. D., 21

Shores
Margaret Minter Priest, 24
Mrs. C. V., 24

Shum
Mary K., 44

Slatton
Ruth, 45

Slaughter
Fannie Osborne (m. Bell), 3–5

Sloat
Shirley Remnant (author), iv, 51–

56, 75, 81, 95

Smiley
Donna Ward, 92
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Smith
Margaret, 51
Renee Jackson, 32, 39, 90

Smyth
Ludlow St. Claire, 96

Spring
Jack, 72

Stanford
Richard, 95

Steele
Jeri, 53, 74–75

Steinke
Betty Jean, 75

Stevenson
Harry, 40
Markaleeta, 40

Stibbens
Charles C., 40, 90

Stinson
Helen S., 88

Stockton
Marge, 76, 96–97
Stacy Mae Hendren, 96

Stone
Jim, 74–75
Marvin, 57
Pat, 74–75

Storey
George, 28
R. G., 62
Wiliam M., 28

Stough
Sheila, 45

Strickland
Jacqueline Frank, 97

Sutherlin
Peggy, 96

Syron
Charles LeRoy, 23–24, 29–30, 33
Mrs. Charles LeRoy, 29, 33
Rose Alexander, 23

Szabo
Marianne (author), iv, 65, 74, 78, 

81, 87

Tabb
Jeanne, 89

Tarr
Julie Cahill, iv

Tatom/Tatum
Margueritte Francine (m. Green), 

14–16
Mary Katherine (Ward), 15
Walter Jackson, 15

Tatyrek
Tresa, 48, 74–75

Taylor
Emily Jane Crutcher, 24
Mrs. Haden C., 29

Temple
David, 65

Thetford
Margaret Ann, 62, 64, 89

Thomas
Marilyn, 96
Mrs. Cullen F., 29

Thornton
John D., 12, 30

Thurmond
Elizabeth Nelson (author), iii, iv, 

14, 75

Thurston
Morris Schcroft, 93
Tora, 93

Tillman
James D., Jr., 78, 87

Tips
Chas. R., 29

Tipton
Tom L., Jr., 29, 33

Titley
Richard, 97

Trau
Mrs. Frank G., 26

Trickett
Mrs. Ed. B., 27

Turner
Barbara Kerfoot Smyth, 96

Utt
Morgan Orlando, 94
Olivia Rebecca (Protzman), 94

van Pierce
Nola, 32

van Zandt
Mrs. John H., 29

Virkus
Fredrick A., 4

Vollenweider
Betty Ann Henley, 92

Walker
Anna Lee (Gandy), 23–24, 29–30, 

33, 35
Dee Brown, iii, 10–11, 13, 24, 26, 

28–29, 31, 33, 35, 62, 71
Karen Claridge, 98
Thomas S., 12, 26, 
Tom, 30

Wall
R. P., 29

Walley
Elizabeth, 27

Walsh
Terence G., 88–89

Walter
Gladys D., 29, 33, 35
Mary Ethel, 29, 33, 35

Ward
Lola Blair, 24
Mary Katherine (m. Tatom/

Tatum), 15
Tillie, 95

Ware
Barbara, 45, 48, 74–75, 98
Polly, 98

Washington
George, 63

Waters
Bess, 29

Watters
Williams, 87

Wayne
Debbie Parker, 98

Wellborn
Mrs. J. A., 21, 28–29, 33

Westerlage
Patricia, 44

Wharton
Laurie G., 96

White
Mary Pearl (m. Akins), 62
Opal Hinsey, 88

Wilkerson
Mabel, 24

Williams
Ann, 76
Heather, 37, 40, 44–45, 53, 76

Wood
Dyane Monroe Dye, 93
Gary, 98
Mary Noel Peters, 95–96

Wright
Elizabeth Anne, 28
F. Edward, 93
S. S., 96

Wylie
Barbara B., 40, 97
John V., 76, 79, 91, 97

Younger
Suzan, 74–75

Zehner
Mary Francis Blevans, 24



2016 DGS Writing Contest Opens January 1; Closes March 31

This commemorative issue of Pegasus showcases books and articles that have won awards in DGS writing 
competitions over the years.  Here is your chance to join that group, and be paid for your efforts: just enter the 2016 
DGS Writing Contest that opens January1, 2016.

The contest is open to both members and non-members of 
DGS as well as hobbyists and professionals. Only original 
material not previously published elsewhere in any format is 
eligible. Entries will be accepted January 1 through March 
31, 2016.  Winners will be announced in May 2016.

While DGS has a goal of preserving Dallas history, subject 
matter for the competition may range beyond the local 
geographic area.  Articles may include 

•	 advanced methodologies and case studies (not 
limited by geography)

•	 family histories and genealogies, particularly those 
linked to North Texas, including those who came 
from or left to settle elsewhere

•	 transcriptions, abstracts or indexes of record 
groups (including family records) not yet filmed or
digitized that relate to Dallas or North Texas

•	 ethnic, house, or military histories related to Dallas 
and surrounding counties.

Entries will be judged on accuracy, clarity of writing, and overall impact and interest.  First prize is $500; second 
prize is $300 and third prize is $100.  Complete Rules are available at: http://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/publications/
pegasus

Winning articles are eligible to be published in Pegasus: Journal of the Dallas Genealogical Society. Past winning 
entries can be read in the 2013, 2014 and 2015 Research Issues of Pegasus, which members can access through the 
DGS website.  Use them as examples of outstanding research and writing.

Send entries via email only, with “DGS Writing Contest” in the subject line to: pegasus@dallasgenealogy.org

We all make promises to ourselves about projects we want to complete.  Don’t let another year go by without writing 
part of your family history.  The contest is open for three months - every year there are many entries that come in 
the last two weeks of the Contest – we wonder how many other entries never were sent because their authors kept 
putting it off – don’t let that be said of your entry.—DGS Publications Committee

Writing Contest 
2016





Join the Dallas Genealogical Society 

EDUCATE      COLLECT     PRESERVE 

Founded in 1955, the Dallas Genealogical 
Society is the oldest continuously 
functioning society of its kind in Texas. 

Dallas Genealogical Society 
Mailing address: P. O. Box 12446, 

Dallas, TX 75225-0446 
Voice Mail: 1-866-968-2347 

Web site: www.dallasgenealogy.org 
Facebook: Dallas Genealogical Society 

Twitter: @DGStx 

Monthly educational presentations 
 Preservation and publication of local 

records
 Support the purchase of materials 

and equipment for the Dallas Public 
Library

 Access to Members Only section of 
Award-winning website 

Member discounts for fee-based 
seminars presented by nationally-
recognized speakers 

 Annual awards to the genealogical 
community 

 Timely information dissemination via 
social media

Join online at www.dallasgenealogy.org



Dallas Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 12446, Dallas, TX 75225-0446
www.dallasgenealogy.org
Email: questions@dallasgenealogy.org

Objectives

Founded in 1955, the Dallas Genealogical Society (DGS) is the oldest organization of  its kind in 
Texas. Its objectives are:

•	 To educate by creating, fostering, and maintaining interest in genealogy

•	 To assist and support the Genealogy Section of  the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library in 
Dallas, Texas

•	 To collect, preserve, and index genealogical information relating to North Texas and its 
early history

DGS Meetings

Dallas Genealogical Society meetings, which are free and open to the public, are held monthly 
(except for June-August). Each begins with a social hour and a business meeting, followed by 
presentations on genealogical and historical topics. Meetings are held in the plaza level Auditorium 
and East/West Rooms of  the Central Library, 1515 Young Street, in downtown Dallas. Guarded 
parking is available in the garage beneath the library (enter on Wood Street, one block north of  
Young Street). See the Calendar tab on the DGS website for specific information on topics, time, 
and location.

Special Interest Groups

DGS has many special interest groups (SIGs) that meet at various dates, times, and locations 
throughout the Central Library. For details, see the Events tab on the DGS website and select 
Special Interest Groups.

Journal

Pegasus: Journal of  the Dallas Genealogical Society continues the traditions of  its predecessors, The 
Dallas Journal, published from 1995 through 2012, and The Dallas Quarterly, published from 1955 
through 1994. Issues of  The Dallas Quarterly published from 1990 through 1994 are available as 
PDF files on the DGS website at Publications/Quarterlies. Digital copies of  The Dallas Journal 
from 1995 through 2012 are available on the DGS website at Publications/Journals, and at the 
University of  North Texas’s Portal to Texas History website (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/DLSJL/browse). Digital copies of  Pegasus from 2013 to 2015 are available to members 
only on the DGS website at Publications/Pegasus.

Membership Benefits

DGS is a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation. Individuals, libraries, and societies may apply for 
membership. Membership is $35 per year for an individual, $40 for a household. Members receive 
discounted fees for the Spring and Fall Lectures and the Summer Institute, free copies of  Pegasus, 
access to reduced-fee DNA testing by Family Tree DNA, and access to the DGS Surname Registry 
List. See the DGS website at address above for details.
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