R. N. HOGAN INTERVIEW At Fred Humphrey's house on Chicago's West Side

Date: Uncertain but before National Lectureship was held in Georgla and
right after Houston, probably '68 or '69.

Reel 1

Boyd= B: I want to know more about the black church; fill up my ignorance. Especially

since coming to Stony Island and the shift in population there has heightened
my interest guite a bit. I haver’t sought for writings on the black church and
people from whom I have inquired tell me that little exists, is that true?

H: I'm afiraid that it is true. Very little that I know about exists.

B: I've had an interview with Brother Kennedy and Robert Woods just to satis=
fy my own curiosity at this point. I feel somewhat awkward as a white man
asking for this information, I think the zirg signs of the times indicates
that most blacks would like for a black man to write it. A number of black
'®EW men are capable of writing it and I don't meand to take away from that.

H: I don't know of any who have shown any interest in writing.

B: I understand %ooseﬁelt ®ells ke has had the curiosity and perhaps has
written a term paper or Master's Thesis.

H: Possibly so. I don't know anything about it. I know little about it
yet I've been in the church around 59 years. I obeyed the gospel when I
was 10 years old. I was brought up in the church of Christ. ALl of my
people are membersk., They've never been anythigg else, as far as I can
remember. My granddaddy was an elder ahead of me in a congregation out
there in Monroe County, Arkansas. There were few congregations among us
at that timex when I was a boy. In fact, I did not know of a single
minister who was working for a local congregation. Preachers were just
going about preaching here and ymk yon, like they would preach the first

Sunday at one congregation, and the second at another, the third at

another, etc. Their support was very mmzgszX meader. Then the dmxsthzx brethren
woubd get up and thank you for #x $2. 95, $1.50, etc.
X
B: That was a fair amount of money considerfing the times.

H: Yes, at that time. Eggs were selling for 10¢ a dozen.

My first knowledge of the church was there in Monroe County, Arkansas., I

was born in that state. My dad died when I was 4 or 5 years old. Mother turned
me over to Brotker Bowser. He brought me up and trained me. I went to

school in Xeotxeckoyx & Louisville, Kentucky. I did some traveling, preaching

for various congregations., There is an old congregation in Thyatira, Mississippi
and I have gone down there to preach. Belewie (?), Mississippi had a small
congregation. We didn¥*t have a large congregation among us anyplace. Thya-

- tira, Blackton, Arkansas and a couple of congregations in Nashville were those
of any size. There were just a few congregations among us. In fact, the work



supportinrg
country. It

didn't start growing among us until the white brethren st:o
Brother Keeble in holdlno meetings in various sections of

seemed that one congregation among the white people became interest ﬂd in the
large populations of Negroes-=~let's see, I don't know if it was "n «lorzqa or
Alabama. But they became conscious of the fact th
preached to them and they got Brother Keeble to do th

ey
o ol

Lb. I douaclass
ch one. Anyway,

could look up the church, but right now I don't know wh the
meeting was a SUCCESS, he baptized a good number of people. # number of the
whites were cripled to the extent that they were baptized zs a result of the
meeting. So the white brethren became aware as to what it meant to sponsor

such a meetings. It didn't only mean esteblishing the work among the Negroes,
but it also meant the gaining of a number of white peonle who went out to

~hear him out of curiositv. Eﬁzxzkixzxaﬁzkzyzxgxbnz zamgbkzﬁzkakzmixzhgx

zyzioRikzwzrekexagzd As we say, he caucght a lot of them curicsity-seeker,
That event was published in the relioious journals, like the Gospel Advocate
and the Firm Foundation and that inspired everyone to sponsor a like meeting.
As a resulty other preachers, if they learned they were good preachers, were
gupported in meetings of that kind. As a result, we had a number of congre-
ations established and the work began to grow among our people through the
support of the white brethren. Of course, they would sponsor thd meeting,
get® a preacher in there, support him=-in fact, they did it to the extent
that a number were ruined. They were not discharging their duty in doing
what they should do because of the support the white brethren were giving.
I remember well 1941,'I was called into Houston,Texas by the white brethren
because thev had supported the work there among myv peonle from its beaﬁﬂing
up until '41 and they had made up their mind that they were going to stop
supporting them because they discovered that they were not doing what they
could be doing. But before giving up theilr support, they asked me to come
down and see 1f I could work among them for at least twe years to build them
up to where they wou;d be sms self=-supporting. Thaet I dids. T remember well
taking up about 56 or # $7 & a Sunday. I began to roll up my sleeve and le
the mm hammer fall on them for theft failure to support the work. The very
first collection jumped up to $29x and something. After I was there about
six ®mRERZ mon bns, T told the brethren thev could discontinue half of their
support to me. At the expiration of that vear, the congregation supported
me fully. I worked on with them anothery year because I had agresd to work
with them two vears. Upon leaving, I recommended Brother Paul Settles and
he started with them being supported fully. He worke it 1
vears and has been self-supporting since. That was a
the church where John ¥Rkkix Whitley is working k now, in the 5th ward. Houston

"

L
is divided up into wards. Thev had invited me there ﬁéﬁ“ meeting before
time and we o“du ted a meeting in the their Yard. Ul 80 somehgéi responses
tl j

and got

2 ion started. Of course, they
e have du

te a number of congregations over the i
f one congregation in the Xmkmxx Neg

acured the service of Brother Keeble and ¥
meeting was czlled to a number of other cities whera he

qun\“ OuSa

B: Back to your own family background, I'd like for %m vou to reach as far back
as far as vou can rembmber, the names of vour parents, wno they lived th, etc

and Hickman

He My all came from naury/uounbmes,@ngzzz&@ in Tennessee. My d ‘
from H County and my mother from Maury Countv. #As far as I can rembmber,

As for names

they mov ed from there to Hmpxewzfeimkyy Monroe County,



page 3

the war was over and they were fr
their decision to come to Arkansa
a

dates, I I g can give vyou very much, althouch I do have
a record of it somewhere., Iy granddaddy was named Methan Cathey, iy mother's
parents were uath@’&. Novs father, Hogan, his name zeally wasn't lo
he adopted tha use 1t seemed that my father's father passed bafore
he was born and Robert Hegan married my crandmother shortly after he was
born. He le baby, and so he took on the namne Hogan. Real
his name v 1 He was brought up by Robert Hogan and he married
mother whose name was Emma Cathey. That has b
iy father's name was Willie Hogan. They married
with my grandparents to Arkmmsas. I haven't 1
parents to move, but they were slaves and they h
their experiences as slaves. Brzyenzxzrakix
some 0of these?

Hs nce was very good. They had very ¢
prai being so different to them th
slav ficult for me to reeall all t
to. master and went into what T ¢
war the It seemed like he escaped in

a ce 't

s

got hold of some land that was a wilderness, WOO
get 1t to the extent that thev cou
n't know if he had that much when he
riced up th that much, anywav. He
nany children, seems like he had four or

iy fiother, T can't recall how far down 1hf line aﬁe e
ninety's if she was living how. There is justm one of those children
and tha+'~ a aunt over in Toledo and she's about 22 now. 0Of course,

o
I %¥é§vﬁv mother's brother has a son that
co

in T
vet alive,.
e is not interested in the church, I have several cousins
mily.
d when I was 4 or 5 years oldye.l born in 1902, T guess

ied me over to G. P.
the Lord, who

b 7 when ke died. Then my mother t
0 tagghkzmex brought me up and taucht me the way o
=y

B: What was the connection? Why did she turn ~ou over %o him?

Hs: jain, but bhat did not have anything particularly to do with it,
since Brother Bowser had a xxh&aiz@bxixtiamvszhami littie C ti chool Fe vas
trying to teach, she wanted me to be brought up in a o Christia

ment. He was interested in me. He wantad me uO come

little school in Silver Point, Tennessee. I

him. I / they just adopted ne.,

o

roths . Burton pursuaded them to give up that school and come %o
Nashville, He had bought a building in South Nashville. He wanted Brother Bow-
ser to come ir nd work with him in that school. Soon after he gave up that

¢ down to work in Nashville and started school, Hamed the Southern
titute. But Brother Burton putd@uhite man as the prin
Srother C. E. . Dorris, you may have heard of him, I
¥ one of the comientaries. Anyway, prejadice between whites and

terrible at thut time. He wanted the Necroes to come in the back door of
own soh isted upon it. I was among them. He j
it. Brother Burton heard me preach as




He had me living
round his house.

< He becane
* » school.
what the

I wouls
church, b )
That was moved then to o**sv;’l,,
Kentucly. attend T g thez time rolled arcund L!ﬁ g0

down in A
and experienc

allowsd to stay from the Bowsers VG“Y lonn si
child. 3ut ¢ allowed me to go down and vis
County inArkansas during vaca

parents in ! ‘onroe
¥ I continued to study and talk with Brother Bowses:
got to the place I could conduct meeiing
ther Kennedy and I got the work started
"I had a number of calls for meetings, so I just left

1t

,and went to Huskogee, Oklahoma. That was my first local
231932 or 3, The white brethren invited me over to Oknulser
d\l’"" a meeas r 4

\D
A

ing for my people in that area but few of
Yle baptized 189 in that meeting. Five preachers and
were convépted in that meeting. From that meeting I
more than I could hxrekm answer. I think the next w
at Haskell, Cklahoma. 'le baptized 40 som
I forcet how many, notwithstanding, we got a congr
City, baptized 103, that was in 1938. I was calle
vear and bantized 93, And down in Sherman, Texas,
something. And different places=-it's been so long. O » mistake I made,
I didn't keep up with the people that I baptized and the number of congre=
gations started as the result of me doing the preachingx in Cklahoma and
Texag. I moved Witchita, Kansas and while thexr re, thev invited me to
Los Angeles in 1937 and we got a congregation statted in South Los Angeles
known now =25 the 110th and Wilmington congregation. ‘Ben I went into
Los Angeles, there was just one small congregation, about 5C or 60 membeoars.
e got the 110th and Wilmington started, then came back the next year, 15938,
and got the church started where I am laboring with tedayi I baptized 37,
Wle have now on our church roll=~often when people ask me zkaxixtkex how many
memnbers we have, I have to ask them, at do you mean? on the church roll
1 to the church? =~we have about 1650 on the church roll but we
rom 9 io 11 hundred each Lord'd day. We had one small congregation
in the city and another small congregation of about % members in Oakland,
ia, seems to like there were about a half a dozen in Riverside and
all that was in the entire state. Now we have 12 congregations
in Los Angeles and then scattered all over the state, Bakersvil
ut 12 congregati
)

N
11n
o £y
s !

tow, Okkland up in the Bay ares we have about 12
o, Richmond and all around. So the work has ¢rown very wel
among us. e h ave a goodly number of good preachers, I don’
many congregations the Lord has allowed us to have a part 1

Now that we have grown to the extent there are now very few meeti
sponsored by the white brethren. e can carry on by oursslves, now and
is good. Vhereever we can it should be done. ¥ But we haven't started
begin to commence when we look at the look-at the multiplied thousands of
people that don't know the truth. I've been telling this all over the
brotherhood.




Be: Tiere your grandparents's masters members of rour
people Rmxz hear of the church?
- i‘ B
H: They seen to have gotten it through their masters, on
they were ¢ so wells They heard of the church thre ers
in Tennessee, becaussz when he came to Arkansas, he clear d
and put up & building and got a congregation started. He his
family.
B: Did he take the name of his master?

Catheye I don't know about the Hogar® name. Iy mother

just my grandpar
me after slavery and my moth

n't know very much about my
be*o;e heé was born.

I kncw

h1s ovv, bbeve was a fdml
enatobia, Mississippi and beg

to
know of any other early black chu

area
vou

u

be some connection between th
Senatobia to visit some of
this trip. I was just a boy
church among us that I c©an recal
now whether that congregation is older th
the oldest one among us in the state

a

Do you have any dates? Do you know who is r

is Hidway?

The town 1s between Dallas and Houston, about
egro COTﬂUﬂityg there and & arocund about Madiso
possibly have some dates at home but I don't x

B: Who told vou about this church? Have vou be
H: 0Oh ves, I've been there and preached. I've
about it time and again stating that it was the
the impression that it is the oldest congregatio
B: Do vou know of scme older congregations in o
and Alabama?
H: HNo, we don' have verv old congregation down
into Atlanta and that might have been wnere he @
congregation is not older than the late 20's, 2%
I went to Detroit and there was one congregation
don't know, S

The oldest conagregation”that I know of is

Blackton, #Arkansas, Thyatira, Mississippi and i

those in Tennessee,

.

ents., The grandparents staved
er and dad were born after
ad's crandparentsy. Of

that the black church had
uOUﬂtV and Haury County, I
ly of Catheys that moved
an the work of the church
rches other than these?
(bl cc)
ose/Cathevs and my grandparents,
s 'n Thyvatira. I
er that very well,

was in | 1dfav, Texas. I
an the xone in Arkansas or
of Texas,
esponsible for this? ‘here

t halfway. It is guite a

n, Texas. Dates? I'n sorry,
recall them now.
en there?

41
tzlk

heard older preachers p
oldest. Some seem to 1fe¥under
n among usg.

state 57

ther What about Louisana

iow Brother Kesbhéé went

got started. I guess that
1928 or thereabouts. In 1923

‘hen It got started,

at Center Point, Arkansas,
dway, Texas. X That's besides



- Brother Bowser got those congregations started. e he

vacge 6

B: there is Blackton?

. - . . s v ean R o
H: It is zbout 33 miles West of Helzna. Ii's just a little spot in the road.
- ; - .
B2 hers was 3ilver Point, Tennessee?

Be Was there an old church there?
Brother Bowser
{: No. I don't know what caUSed/hix to go up there. He seeme to have gotten
the land pretiy cheap. I know of no church already up there, and I don't
f was one in Cooksville which was not very far. Seems 1
| ]

know 17

by his daughter that would give that history. Xxkm 3 !
get a copy f her son, G. P. Holt in Indianapolis, or write herx., I don't
have 1t in stock at the Echo. That little thet I pub out Rmzg has the history

of my work, and even of my grandparents, but I think I just said that thev
moved from Tennessee to Arkansas at a certain time.

to send this to you for corrections or dates. Can you speak now
! white relations in these early times? Any incidents of churches
started?
than the interest of this particu1“ to
B eble there That was the first of
neetings among the quroeb.

B: Was there any white help at Blackton or Center Point?

H: ¥hex MNo, I don't know of any help. The old m1n¢ate" S, N
Bowser, Brother Keeble, Womack, ® old man J. He. Clay, and later, T. He Bus
Alonzo Jones. I don't know, but there seems to have been aqu te a connec
between the Church of Christ and the Christian Church back there. Some of the
Christian Church preachers came among the Church of Christ congregations an
preached for thems I remember old Brother Bostick and Ivory was another
They were really Christian Church preachers. But we had so few preachers
among us that the Chumrh of Chrlst, the group that didn': go along with them,
wouldn't permit them to come in among them and preach. I remember they

tried to get my granddad to come over with them and he was one of the

-
Le
-
10
-

fighters of the Christian Churchs. In that area, he kept our brethren from
uniting with the Christian Church.

B: Would vou identify where this list of men lived and worked?

H: The Christian €hurch men lived around Little Rock,irkansas. J. He Clav,
Brother Keeble, Brother Womack lived in Nashwille, Tennessee. Alonzo Jones
was formerly from Alsbama. He lived up in Silver Point and went “o school
there. HMavbe he did ]1ve in Nashville some. These preachers used to <o

all over the brotherhood and have appointments. Brother T. He. York lived

in Detroit. Brother D. J. Mymam Bynam lived in Memphis, Tennessee. Brother

:)“

D. M. English lived in Detroit. Seems like he was from Hickman County, Tennessee.

He's a relative of Brother Kennedy.



and the

B¥ In the early days the division between the Chri

Church of Christ was not complete, Do vou know ofx contacts
between these two groups?

ris NQ o

B: Someone said Brother Keeble came out of the Christian Churche.

H: Brother Bowser did,too. He was formerly a ilethodist and left ther
and went into the Christian Church and came out of it, of course.

B: Bo you know anything about that ?

~H: Brother Bowser couldn't go along with their kkyx tvpe of delegated con-
ventions and also the mechanical instruments of music in worship. This seemed
to have been the goounds on which they separated. It's been so long, I don’t

remember any other disagreements arisanz among them. These were the main

causes of Brother Bowser leaving the Christian Church. ‘heir idea was of

"shaking" veople in from thexCRrigkizxnxE@hexekzwikampkzhapitzingzibezxinzxiiex

denominaticnal churches without baptizing them for the remission of their sins.,

They had quite an argument over that. I don't know if he had mkkzx help from

other brethren but it seems like Brother Bowser foucht that battle azlong faz:z

axzupgziixg  at that time. I don't know if his coming out had an influence

on Brother Keeble's coming outx or not. He was quite a stickler for a "thus

saith the Loxrd" and that seemed to cause him to give up the Christian Churche
earliest

B: ‘Would vou describe your/rememberance of a typical worship servicex.imxk

H: The people just came together to sing and pray. So often, they didn't
have a minister to preach, so cne of the older members who was best quadlified
among usy would get up and rgR exhort the membership. They would have the
Lord's supper, take up the collection and 0o home. ZLzXhBzRzNZRZRZRZRALZR
Unless there was preaching they didn't come back a nicght. The service would
last about an hour. They would sing a number of s songs, a nunber of prayers¥.
ard Thev did have a Bible classes, then following that was the regular sebvice,
Incbuding k the Bible class, the whole thing mignt last an hour and a half.

B: What about the all-day affairs?

H: Sometimes thev would have that 1f there wasx a meeting. It was called
a Dinner-on=~the=Ground. The members wouid bring the food and it was reall
on the ground back then. They would go outside the old church building and
spread Lnelr table~cloths on the cround, put the food down, and evervyone woudd

get down on their knees and eat.

L.

Bs that zbout thelr buildings?

H: The building at my ®=rg home was a log bullding and my granddad, with the
help of other men built it. They would go into the woods, cut the logs and
bring them. Thev'd put dirt between th eiﬁ logs==~daub them with mud. They
would ' m shingles to cover it with oak shingles. They just all

got toget made these thiggs. They went to town--no, maybe they didn't--
seems 11 e their own doors. @hey w#ould bur their hinges and some

blacksmith would those. It was very little tﬁey bOUﬂht from the lumbe:
gompany=~1 don't think they got anything from itx but the windowa. And thevy
were made of wood. They covered the opening wit

to fasten them. 1 watched the building the bui

a
d
nak
h

,
e
-
5

th a s,rﬂn; or a little chain
ilding of the one at my home
and the one in Tennessee called Pleasant Union where Brother Kennedy knows
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no sucn

have
chere twice in my life. It seems like kg 2
know how they went about getting it but they had sa
and they could get But in my home the had

ot
nat waVe

Do vou know anthing sbout

dagd
H: N6. I know his dad and ke has a sister that worshi with us in Los Angelese=-
Cravens=-and she is getting on up in her 80's. I think she 1s older than
his dad. I didn't know whepe thev come from.

B: ‘here s Tirst time that you preached?

H: Silver Point, Tennessee when I was just a boy 13 or & 14 vears old, 1
preached my first sermon in our school building there.

Be boys were there in school at the ti

were girls and boys. I don't
started out with me--Eddie C.

i ns the same night. He made rapid s
he got dis raced and guit and seems like he quit
in Chicago 1 seems like Brother Hamilton and he we
father and ie's mother were sister and brother.
old=time preachers. I had forgotten about him.

B: When did Brother Bowsger start his school?
H: Seems like 1t started in ¥ashville in & very
s house. I heve some materisl on 1t ano
le's book. He started the Christian Echo
From Nashville, the school went to Silver Point. The
Jackson Street church building, 14th and Jackson in Has

af he Burton school effort falled
Point gmix perl ‘e went to Louisville and from
to Fort Smithe. rom there to Detroit, and then to
that place wvobner Bowser worked in the School\w¢+% Brotner
and G. G ston as Dean. TN S P LN ﬂﬁu iﬁ&wdktxﬁ &ixiijas

e tue :
over the brotherhood really trying to build a school and finall

X 1 S g P
He  That was

]
- (_{-

Then we went zll aily
got some of the white brethren interested, This was in 1834, during the depression.
I remambr“ Brother Winston and I went over to where Brother Tackett wa foroet
he town in Texas=-and he was interested to the extent that he sent us to look
at some property in Terrell that was started by the whites and they left off
bulldlng the SC1ool. Because of its location=~=it was on the white side of the
In't let them have it. But they continued, ®® and Brother
:r Winston met with some of the white bretheen in Cleburne,
timulated quite an interest among the vl brethrenQ"cog}éhat

meeting we got the property in Terrell

[t
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OE.“ nis

qegro side of ©
to us pretty ch
¢ ‘e look upon
into Sowthuwegtern Christian College. Ule've had
doors open but éhe @ord hes blessed us thus far.
have had a legro president. Its really better now
more students and the outlook is brichter,.
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¥® B: Let's go over your outstanding meetings again. ‘hat would beé the
most outstanding ones up to the present:

Ckmulgee, Oklahoma, Oklahomay City, Los Ancégées, Balkersfield, Houston,
Texas, Sherman, s, These were the most successful. i
California we baptized about 47 people. This was sponsored by the whi:
congregations., ‘'exx trigg 0 get them to suppowt a Negro minister for v
hotod ok ¥re brethb¥in mrexmf their congregations could

@ D -

but they thought t

do the job but it didn't work. That congregation _ {spurned, turned ?)
and is no more. They don't xhave a congredation there. ‘le started off and
crippled so many people there, many would have obeyed had they gotien =a

Negro mini in there. They decided to wait and ses and they went completely
down.

B: What azbout dates?

t wgs in 1940, the same vear we held the
e had 78 bantized in that meeting, by the wav, there was
white in that me ing. Oklahoma City and Okmulgee n 1934, 1
lahome City and also Sherman,Texas 193% in Houston. Z%Z2RzimxEmgx amge?xxx

1937 and 1938 in Los Angeles because vie had a couple of different conowaoaLions
started from these meetings. I think that's it. The whites helped the one

in Dkmulgee and to a certain extent in Oklzhoma City, they got them Suart“dx
by supporting the minister but not continuing after that. & In Shermsn,

Texas they supported uhe minister and helped them with the building. They
didn't support them in Bakersfield. The wikk whites Aripegszioxzrzmorihzzz
tnoxinz¥akakzE supported the meetipg in Tulaire but after a month or two,

after they say they were not going to cet a Negro preacher, they just guit.

The Los fngeles church suppotted themselves. They had some mid predCHO““

there in the old congregation and they worked with the new congregations.,

Now the one where I'm preaching, T continued to preach there, hold meetings,
come back and work with them and built them up to such an extent to where

they were able to support me and they did. ‘e rented a oi@“é~front and soon
outgrew that. ‘e boucht a building which didn't have
down to the floor and re~built it} putting us a nice bu
hold about I guess. outgrew that soon
present Dron n the Christian Church, That audif
650 people. g ew that and mput up our present
1500, We have hao it full alright but it was a Special
day we couldn't get them in there and there was another ¢
full acain. In our ordinary work, we've had the lower
1200. There's room for 300 in our balcony. Some time
I guess it was sbout 1300,

Be tWhere did vou meet vyour wife?

He  In 1919 and 1920. Her hame them was Maggie Bullock and I met her at

Hampshire, Tennessee, that was in the community known as Cathev's €reek. liy

people came from down in that area. 1 was a boy preacher going around and

was dzmg down in that area when I met her. That, of course, caused me to ¢o
back down there quite regularlyx trying to marry her. ‘Je had 4 children, lost



it ®ikzis died. My baby now is
Grandff_1dren and 14 greatgrandchildren.
San Francisco but the rest of the group

B: Brother Kennedy mentioned that ® when you came to Chicago you were
0 .

tored (to the lLord}. How long were you away from the churc
«er

iences led you away?

H:, I was led awav from the church by the discouragement from the older

ministers. It seemed like at that time the older ministerms labored under

the impression that you had to be old and seasoned before you were qualifiedx
s a minister. A youngster, inexperienced, had no BMSXERZEXZX

tkmxXprEaxh}zX 25 a

business preaching. Thev would say things and do things such as discourageding

a congregation that would be wanting me to come and preach. I'd like not to

call names=-let's just say old timers did this. I got myself into it one time

by calling mxrE names. It was up in Oakland, Californ and I had been calling
t

the name of one man, sayigg that it was necessary for to be some deaths
before the Lord's work could sdm go on and I proceeded to give an exnxple. Afte r
calling his name, after service was over, a girl walked up, I think sne'wa
a niece, and she told me I was talking abou her uncle, &i% So, let's just
say it was the "old-time preachers that worked against me. One time I
was plaving ball with some of the boys durigg the week and when I got up to
Nashville for a preaching appointment I found that that I had been cut off
becausé of it., I was just a boy myself., My wife's grandfather said a number
f things along that line because I was playing ball. X I'd see some little
boys out shooting marbles and I'd get out and play with them and he'd say %
"Got no business preaching!™

!-‘ [$5]

(9]
e

“las this looked upon as being un-Christian?

-

+

s Oh my, yes! You go to a ball game and pretty well had ksxgexks a confession
to make to the church in those days among our people. r1dly-minded®" So
I bﬂCa““ discouraged and gave up zEaxhimgzx preaching hree Oor TOUT YearsS.
It wasn't long. T worked in the factories of Detroit during that time, but
left there because the mmp people with ki whom I was %% associating wasn't
a dood influence. That was one reason I left, I came hers tO & vnlcago ]
I had a brother at that time, my only brother, and . me a job over with
him at %km Pie~Bakers of America. He was a foreman over one department and he
got me on., I still wasn't going to church. My brother didn't came anything
about the church. Levi and his wifé talked to me about it, pointing out the
wonderful progress T had made as a minister, and my ability as a preacher, and
they just kept . I told them I was not completely satisfisd out
there. There wass something bothering me, of course. I told them I was going
to make my confession and I did. I came down here on laypode, Brother Daniels
! )] t and made it
termi

b

was living then. I made my confession then went back to
over thare. From then one I have been kB growing. T've been
®d old Devil wouldn't discourace me zXzzextkakz any more., 1 wa
over in Detroit with those fellows. T had a first cousin tha

of influence on me and he was just as wild as he could be. A&

running wild

s
+ had an awful lot
errible thing.

B: Did he wever repent?

H: Yes. ‘le went over here on the ¥West Side, Levi was woriing
the Maypoke Avenue church, so I talked with him about
a church on Chicago's South Side. I suggested to him
together in cetting fkzmsxakix a work established. He
I thought 1t best that we get the consent of the leadex
course, that's where he was working. I was going over




Levi and his family just started working on
saving anthing, it would have been consi
with him and told them out plans and
talking about starting a work on the Zouw
nyihing. I agreed with Xhim and told him we
sometnlgq this time. He agreed. So Levi and I went over th
a building a and D arborn, a storefront. e cleatied it
and started the Southside COPQTQQdLlOn-
while=~I don't know how long now--then
the worlk up to him.

o)

~

By Why did you lezve for Cklahoma?

T

home-

He T had an invitation to conduet a meeting among my ®wx neople in my
sgs and it was quite a éucé§sful meeting. Oz er Bowser was

11V1nq then in Fort Smith and I went up to see kimx them. He urged-me %o . -

come there and hold a .meeting in Fort Smith. [ did that %km and people came

came : Muskogee to hear me and they uxgzs wanted me to oon and

WwoTk am other Bowser urged me to do so and I did. 1 didn't Qo

back to Chicago. I finally got the work started over in Ckmulgee. I persuaded
me down and work with %hem tnaﬁg noregation a while. And he did.

He wxzx%k 7asn't there very long before theyyfelt “hat we had run out on then.

They got on him because T had run out on them and persuaded hims S0 he canme

on back and hzs been here ever since.

have been a relief for Brother Bowser.to know back
as very pleased. But I give Levi Kennedy and his wife credit

over to their home, sat me down and worked x
every bitf it. There was something that bothered me.
out there. I was th 1nL1n( within myself that I was gol
the church and go back to work. Once they finished »
n i ever since. Thank God that he spared
out 1927 to 29 or 3C, thereabouts. I
black and white

sment on the/church toda9? What are some discouragements and
2s of hope? ‘

e
oppose a number of things t were agzﬂaxd encourag
gxzger¥ prejudice is a UbJeCL that you JJSt couldn!
whites. I remember while I was there in dSﬂOQG@‘”;
a fellow's n wo's on my mind, a preacher, he was quite a young m
eat preacher=--he was conducting a meeting over in Tulsa andg
s wh ExxmﬁkaRxx worked with us over there iIn Muskogee and encour
sy one-of the white elders, invited me over to hear this vounc man.

{ our leaders and we went over and they wouldn't let us~=~thev took

[0}

us down into the basement first and it was such a difficulty you couldn't hear
véry well so they brought us back up, took us around the back and put us ux
in the dressi When the prescher backed up far e*oumh, they opened

s
S C
the doorzx iz ea ding into the baptistry, and we could Iust see his O“Ckg we
couldn't see his face very well. Then there was no such thing as = 3
going in ite congregation and sitting in the audience. They wo
you in the basement, a classroom or up in the balcony or something of
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L~ oy 1 B
ract about it,

. las rti t a few yea:
couple of vears ago, down in A ma, Brother GCrayy and a droup of Negro
d 1 congregations and they

a
brethrer wen to hear 2 bate in one of the whif
wouldn't let them in. (chucklg}x Sc there's quite a bit of 1t goinc on vet

-4 in some places. In the schools, that the thing that is most eﬂCOU“aCifoo Thev

\92 are allowi our pecple to attend the white schools now, the colleges. /e had
s to go to other schools. One thing that is really shocking, Billie Sol Estes,

,& - N ETRY ‘l

I've known him for qu1te some time, personidd friends, and he thought a lot of
Floyd Roese, Alonzo Rose's son, he tried to get him in Abilene. They wouldH't
let him in. He went right down town there and got him in a Frikedizixsehupk
white Methodist school. Boy, I had to fight that thing. I used the Esho
to fight it ﬁecause it wasn't Christian. T suggested thev disconnect tho
worb "Cnr with it 1f they are not going to be Christian. e worked

v that ﬁ} tty heavyf. 'e had Bible to back it up. The students got
hold of that fapor and went to the faC“&ﬁVﬁnG administration and befause of

4
=G

2
]
o

3LLC
the contention of the ymumg students, voung preachers, thev had to give ovar,
Ard the same thing at David Lipscomb. We still feel that the adminisirztion
{ David Lipscomb didn't do it right in closing of our school in Nashville.
ﬁe are completedy knocked out ofx an elementary school with a €hristian
environment when they took that property. Zhexgmamstexsxikatzatherdedxilzik

grbmzXz Part of the younsters that attened that school started preaching as
little fellows. They won't let them attend there at David Li

d Linscomb nowe.

h

.é&vuég d? Al 2
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T hope it will continue along with the printing olar
I hope we can get some younger fellows interested in or
aftsr I have glven it up. e ave interested in build
where we can print tracts, bocks, etc., 'e do job work
sought this kind of business because we didn't have & printer on wh

depend. ‘e cant pay a man what he is regularly paind in Los Angeles=-%4.30 or
¥ $5.00 an hour. All we can do is $3.00. ‘What little I know=-and I have had

to learn to operate our equipment and learn quite a bi
typex machine, Ludlow, 2 letter presses, 2 offset presses, camera, Tepro (?)
T ¥ye

: in the process=~ lineo-

press, etc. ‘e have a big carriage press, 17% x22". I've taught some fellows

what I know and sig some move on up to the g biggest machine. Often a new ma
comes in and learns the Ximmpgpz lineotype and that's as far as he coes be=-
cause he can go out and get a job with that qualification and then I'm back
where I started. Because of that we haven't +taken in much job work BLL

we have a young man now who came in from Chicago about three months ago and
he seems quite interested. He doesn't have g family 'though and that kind

n

of worries me, He gets on the lineotype and works up these sermons that comes

1

in from the preachers, thsn he comes and questions me, and do you know we

baptized him a few Lord's days ago. It looks like he's going to stick. His

hame is Lee Ivory. He also is a writer and published a little paper when he

was here in L icago and kst® he's interested in getting it in circulation the
% Our brethren are thinking sbout px pub*ish5na Sibl% c}ass llyrl t::e

Yle have several brethren that are qualified to do it 3

X Caroll Pitts, Marion Holt, Eugene Lawton, Rﬂo;cve¢

feel that we can put out literature more suited to our

brethren are putting out. We also think that this migh‘

contribution teward ma;nuaining a publishing house.

vo
Ch
br

hearsed what I knew of ¥ Sweet's buying out a series from Cook

Hs: 1I'd like to have something like this going by the first of the vear.

B: UWhy don't vou take some material that Sweek or even the Advocs t@ has
published materials that would take little or not editing and get the artwork
revised? ©Scme of their older series woulistill be good Bible material.

o O

100C

.

t at a reasonable price.

[=n

H: Perhaps we could get

B. How did the National Lectureship get started and what has been your contact

with it?

Hs I believe our first one was in Oklahoma City. Whet inspired it was that
T was in Houston and became aware that there were s0 many places in Houston
that had not heard the gospel. I called all the leaders and preachers of the

stata together and B devised a plan whereby we uoch:; reach the cities that
Nec populations. e selected iMarlin, Texas. All the congre-

gatlons among us were suppossd to have sent in donation

to the Negroes in that citv. This in our first meeting and ¥ naturally it

4

7
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.

met with a lot of opposition=~we wxmxhkedx were holding a convention, etc.

s to preach the gospel




Some of our main and strongest preachers attacked us. I'11 never ﬁOTﬂ@t, Luke
Miller got up and said, "Here I've been ficghting conventions all this time
and here we are having one." I said, "You've been fighting a convention?"
He said "Ves, I said "¥ell you must not have known what a convention is,”
I told him I fight what goes on inside a convention but I couldn't fight
a convention, fher we incage in a meeting we are calling people intc a con-
vention whethere we call it that or not. e put out litérature to get people
to convene to hear the gospel and then get up in a convention that we've
called to get up and fight a convention? We fight what coes on in a corvention
that 's r% not in keeping with the Bible. MWe had a ficht but we succeeded.

We did cet the work started in iarlin as a result. That 1'nS“:’Lrﬁd
our lectureships. The next year or so when G. E. Stew: was ministering
in Oklahoma “'tv and he called for a MNational lecture sh;p among us and it

~

s
ify our speedh==preacher
ething different on the

T

objective mainly is to un
®R saying som

been going ever since. Our o
#R¥ERg Saving one thing or then another

s@me subject. Zkzwazzmax It has made a tremendous contribution to unity of
our brethren on various subjects, and it is still doing it. So it is a
we look forward to every year., The last one we had was in Houston,Texa
it was a wverv successful lectureship. Some of the thin s our brethren
on we try to iron them out and keep our brethren toge
B: Brother Kennedy szid he and others helped locat place &nd make surs
things were ready for it, He Sai d he was left out of the plans thi
vear. They came to him while he was in the hospital disagreed on some
point and the committee went éhead iithout consulti urther. Do vou see
a change evolving?
just left 1t up to Kennedy to arragnge slace.
r it to come to that particular congregation, e
de and he's been doing that for a number of vzars. 0 i
1ad reference to is there 1s some disa agreer went on somc of th
ome ©f the preaching brethren. Some brethren have
inaticnal churches, calling on them to oray and
with them in money-raising schemes, e Some of
cause these men were on the program this was
« Possibly it was discouraging to 1 because as s
giving up arranging and has suggested Brother Holt make the finesl arrar
ments nevozf' er. One reason I accept Kennedy's resicnation on things of ©
kind is because of his physical condition. Kennedy has g aCross
hard mRxwhxx at what he was intere in
Endowment and I recommended somecn cver
It is just too much on him, Gthf 't see

B:  here will the lectureship be next year:
H: Well I think Kennedvy arranged for
Georgia 1s the place. Winston is want
settled that it will go to Savannah.

the Deep South.




was the main thrust

8: When did the Youth Lectureship get started
beHind that?

H: I give Brother Orum Tro e of Detroit credi
in the vouth of our congrega fio ns and he starte
and gatherlng momentum as its marched alonc
ne congregation to handl They have arocu
Its pretty hard to handle hav;nc places 50“
sd to be in Los Anceles this vyear, so we hz
to cet back there now to get committees set

B: On both lectureships, would you comment on black/white relationships?
: There mxsr% hasn't been very much black/white r

I haven't seen any whites attending but a few that

don't know if they have been notified and invited T

they ha- a've had them spezk on = lecﬁuresnzh%,

ships we have white ministers to come in to speak but s s
haven too many. Down in Houston, maybe a n. e

ham three four of the white brethren to speak on ii@ Ve usuaely adveT%izf

that evervbody is welcome but that has not been sent o te churches,

Usuallv we Just announce it throuch the £k Echo.

B: Have there been other lectureships where more d? I hevé

heard thesre was,

H: Mo. I don't know of that., IXtuExmXSKROEXXXRXXKRXRE I

Wational lecturdships, several youth conferences. These

at a time I am in meeting work. I missed the one in HNew

at the one in Cleveland because it was held in connectlon

meeting. The one before that we had in connection with

Angeles, bu* USLa?ly I'%n too tied up. The Mational meeting

ranged to be held before most meetings begin each year.

B: 'ho is Brother Tackett and what has been his help to the black brotherhood?
H: He has a church-lending setup. It seems that con

their toca, ¢ into this orgarization for a
maaes e

for a loan through this fund.

x

Brother Winston is very closely connect

. the loans through Brother Winston v h

up in Lbuu organization, I guess he 1s on the board of di

about has tc approve the loans before they are given. I f
vears before vou are eligible or not. Anywhy, after vyou have

few vears, u are supposed to get all your interest back.
pay interest 1f vou are in long enough.



B: Is he interested in monevy ®% k&g or the black chuxzch?
Hs He's interested in the church, black or whi

Be I'm not from Texas so I am not aware of white churches that ha

money.
H: Oh yes. ¥ Some in California and & number in Texas have.
B: Is he a xmg wealthy man?

He's a 1ine old man, though. He set up this and has a group of men
hel irect it and it's doing pretty good.

JJoods, as 2 younger man comeing up in the church, could see a Bowser

‘eeble camp. Would you care to comment.

He: That is true. That grew out of a practice that entered the church quite

a number of vyears ago down in Hickman County. It scems

got off on this "Holy Kiss" ==~that it should be practic

was practiced and it brought confusion. It seemed some wes inatin

when it came to the kiss (laugh). Brother Bowser was called et e
confusion. He pointed out that #x kissing was afx form of greeting and in
Romans % 16 Paul named those to be greeted. The old orthodox greetigg ®X was of
putting €l In England

the hands on the sholders and kissing each cheslt.
custom was to kiss the Rard back of the hand., ¥ Anotl

custon to bow down and kiss the ground., QOur form of ¢
shake and whenever vou deviate from that it brings co:

c country has the
reting is Lu
Tusion. Becav%e of this

.
o3}
e
Q.
1
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trouble in m%c?man County, there was a division between Brother Keeble and
Brother Bowse Brother Bowser thought the practice should be discontinued
because of t he confusion it created. The problem spread cut among them and

came in to Meshville and the churches split, thus making the Jefferson
and chkeon Street churches. From then on there seemed to have besen ak
animosity between these ksw two, our leading ministers. They jus* didr
work together as they should have but they firally got together. Sin
men had schools,their pupils naturally looked to different man for gi
And they had a different method. Brother Bowser was a book=chapter=vaorse man.
Brother Keeble was more on the illustration-type to teach the lesson without
much Bible. But bo th of them were getting the job deone, There was not much
division among those that came up under them but kkz some looked to this man
and others looked ﬁ that man for cuidance and recommencations.

Q.u

N

B: The tensions Taded after they died?

H: It had done thst while the men lived because ths

a good bit before either of them died. But vou could p
that wes not whole-hearted. "We tried to cet the Bowser and NCI to merge. 1/{

B: Who was "We"?

He: In 1934, vhen Brother Winston, Brother Bowser and I had a series of con= yfff
sultation & meetings among the brotherhood. The first one was in Paris,

Texas, and then to Atlanta, Georgila and then to Nashvi 0

Nashville, Brother Keeble, Brother 4, C. Holt 2
blocked the mo&ﬁing. They ® opposed the merging cof the

I don'* think NCI was in existence then. They were me
i we had bought.




B: Southern Institute?

e Southern Practical Instituge had been discontinued. That is what
caused us to go over the brotherhood to buy this old Hefner property. But Brother
Keeble through Brother Burton, persuaded him to open that school. In fact,

it was condemned and throucgh Brother Burton, he got ths city officials
permit them to conduct a school there in a small way. ‘lell, we were tryiﬁg

to unite these two schools. Brother Bowser was down there in Fort Smith and
then they had this little school going here in Nashvilleg Zithzkhrzhimekimgx
pXzkhigxzrEkingxefinzkzxurzverzxerzagkx and we wanted to merge thep., So they
blecked it, wouldn't agree to it. We we went on back to Fort W@ﬁfha Brother
Bowser continuing on there until we went on into Texas and got this work going.
It workaed fine because NCI continued to operate, training youngsters up through
elementary and high school and then they would come on to Soughwestern for
their junior college work and go on to OCC or some other school for their

“

higher training,

n
n

B: Comment on racial intermarriage.

H. To oy unde's*ﬂndlng it has been engaged in in 2 very smell way. Iy attitude

toward it is that when two people meet and fall in love, regardless as to who
they are, I think i+t is there business and no one else has the richt to oppose

e

them. Thare has alwavs beén interracial marriage. othy's mother was a
Jew and his father was Greek and I never found that the Apostle Paul ever
lambasted fhexzxbmukzikzxexzrrzitiexzed Timothy zkewixikzx or critigized his
parentd. But the only intermarriage seemingly that is really opnosed vigorously

i 8

is Hegro and white. You can have people of different nations REXXIRE marrying--
xikmxwkxk vou can marry a German, Italian or Italian marry an Bnglishman=--as long
as it is not a black man. (chuckle) I think £ if I was to marry a Xkmsu thousarnd
times it would be with someone of my race. I believe we would be more com=

patible and have less trouble. Of course, we have some black and white that

get married and they are doing fine. We have two gk such couples in the church
in Los #rgXms Angeles=-not where I preach. We did have such a couple but he
died. They were very faithful to the church. She was a white woman andXg looked
after him like he was her husband until he kxmd died. There was no trouble.
There are two other such COuples in the church at Compton. They suffered

quite a bit of criticism from both sides. They came to me. Onerfxxkex of them,
the girly was from here and the parents were Lutheraf &--I don't know why

they sent her to Pepperdine. She wmkxkx went there, but this boy was not going
there, and she married him. The parents wrote me and tried to get me tos do

whadt I could to discourage them. They came and counseled with me, I told them
that if they were in love I could not discourzges them, but I told them that

thev were going to have a lot of criticisme. I was just telling them what they
would have to face and it was up to them. The parents finally wrote to a
TU*b“T“F nminister, a white fellow, and tried to cet him to discourage them. They
ng wwtﬂ him and he asked them if they 1oved one anotber. They said

e

had a ;
they Gld, He said as far bs he was concerned that was it. they did get

married and had children, yet they have suffered qui%e a bit of criticism

like I told them. iy idea is that if people are in love, its their business,

1

T
heir lives. There is not toom much of it out our way. I don't know how
t is edsewhere.

oo



B: Robert Yoods and I traveled in behalf of the Day Camp, ¢ in
we tallked Brother Choate who wrote Roll Jordan HZoll, ne and Robert

to kxkmk about a man there by the name 07 Alexandon Camy and
discusse umom that the black man was relatzd to the wandar
bell.

Hd: Yes, but his Dad's name was Alexander Campbell, not the white Restorstion
leader. Ch, Ho, no. HNot the! original' Alexander Campbell. The Negmo Alexander
Campbell bawt zed mexxmdxbxsxfxzxzxzwaxzﬁaﬁextx@&mphgxk This Campbell that is
there in i sqvl‘lb 1s Robert, and he died. His father was ‘he Negro Alexande
Camnbe?l. 1 knew the Campbell family well and as far as I know there never
was any connecz3on other than the fact that Alexander was named after the
‘hite Alexander Campbell. T have not heard that the fomily was once slaves
of the white man or anything like that,

B:  Would you know of some doctrinal matters that has pl
--like zxzxzﬂzéaxmaﬁxprcm17Jernlallsm -=-and what impact heve these
black churc

agued the white church
Ead on vﬁl

1=

H: There have been very few if any that believed that

never been a division ofer the issue to my xnomleugc. But ¢ know that
it existed especially an rong the white brethren. Even pera : have
had little of that. Some of *he whl e breuhren have SHD‘or'eo me of wm our
brethren and tried to Bm indoctrina te them bUb it hasn'™ vihing.
In fact, one brether came over to where I preach and he wanted to srur talking
seeo( 2 gep in the tape)...¥e haven't had much of that. There was one little
thing that did creep in among us that weas SLaﬂDEd out very guickly==~there are

a few places it is going-~and that was this ntit', such as communion and classes,
etc. ﬁe had one or two brethren to get mgmr off on that. Fne I know of in
Cleveland now. I was in a meeting at Pontiac, Mic’iga and he came over there
and han a tent down the street, I challenged him Zmzxaxd zxzzzxzxz&zxzxz&zxz

= f,\{-

nto a discussion on

bxzwexzxzwzaid and he came up there. I tried to o get him

N

50 it hesn't amounted to anyth
you about this brother who ¢
up and kxkek talk about cooper

it but he never
I was about t
; ge

and he

7er to our concgre
I told him to leave

1

that rig j . I said that if that was what he was going to talk about
then we certa ! 't need him. What was that fellow®s X name. It's been
a long tive ago and we wiere over on 43rd and McKinney. It wasn™: Roy Cogdill.

I know him. It was just some loca preacher,

r?

B: Have you had any trouble out of nutual ministry

E»

H: Mo, we heven'™ had any at all.

3

-

B: lUhere are the Zcho files kept and where could one co to do research o

H: All the files we have are in the Echo office.wikk

paper

=y
ot
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1t riously. As far as T know the only complete copies of
2 me. 1'moquite sure. I don't know of any other, :

X

A



B: If scmcone wanted to do research on black church history what sources
; s

would vou reccmmend? Living people or printed work besides Thelma Holt!
book,

o L“!

Hs I know of no others besides thnse old-timers who are still alive,

1

s Host of them have been called away. Brother T. ¥, Busby is about the
g% ¥ only one still around.

B: I understand Sister Tuggle would be good.

it Yes, she would. She was with the school in Nashville and was secretary
to Brother Dorris. She helped us rzise money for the old % gkxaxxpxzwzvzg
property, so shekmrgw knows about it. She with with

the school in Silver Point. There are not too many old one still around.

s

1 iAJ

B: I know the threat of liberalism means a lot of things to different peovle,
but do you want to make any comments on things which michi be tending in this
direction?

He All I can say is that we have two or three brethren that are advocating
liberalism and those of us who are for a strict teaching of the Bible are
'legalists?t.

H: These are things I have gotten from other re]lows, things that I have
heardst, its indirect. I den't like to name names for as far as I am con-
cerned, no one is guilty until he's proven guilty. This seems to have been
discussed recently and it doesn't amount to anything so far as the church
is concerned but we don't know how far it will go. Ye are scour901n9 it
in our writings and in our lectureships. I don't think its oing to do
very much damage.

: From what you have heard, what are the doctrinal viewsoints which are
at stake.

s ¥xmx It seems to me that some are preaching belief on the Lord without
emphasizing baiﬁ*Sﬁ,S&XMMKhX the one church, Br¥x etc. In fact, thev seem

to be going far enouch to advocate there are Christians in all churches. They
are heving meetings, exchanging mMp pulpits, letting sectarians come over

and have a part in services, etc. These are things I have heard.

s being wxikx® collecte

es can be written, Lell;ng

ly there can be w one church,
or the future?

Bs Qobe‘ﬂ-L oods said he was glad that something wa
ing the black church. He hopes that both sid
the #alaf ionships between the two and that evential
Woul l"e to comment on what you would like T

Q.
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H: I think the young ministers of today are working i

in condemning the discrimination and prejudice which ist e he
races in the past. They are preaching the truth on this matter and ¥ T think
through this the races will be brought cleser togetherx in Christ. The hope
and future of the church depends on the work being done by the younger minis-
ters. A lot of us older ones are dying out. They are contending for what is
right in¥ facing the issue and preaching against discriminationx of all kinds.

B: What are vyou doing along this #w line at Figeroa?

ught better. We have

H: I think k& people will do better when thev are ta T
declared war on discrimination and hate of anv kind. ‘le kxst welcomed 2
white preacher last Sunday to preach for us and had %g two baptisms and

four or five restorations. It was Brother Byle: (?). He has a rad ‘
in our area. Our mMp pulpit is open to anyone; we just don't discrimin
I think both Negro and White need to get into the pulpit, take their B
and show the sinfulness of it. It could be eliminated. ¥
Now here's another thingx I want to call attention to and I thirk it plays

a great part along that line. I find a difference between the Negro congre=
gation and the whitex regardlno the relationship between the ekdrrxardxihex
elders end the preacherx. I want to leave myself open so when I study the
Bible and ixzdzmgxz&fxwxamg I can' stand on whzt the Bible teaches, and 1if

I have the wrong idea, I'm a]weys ready for correction. I have x for some

time been Cortanujﬂg that it is a mistake that kkr we make in teaching that

the elder is over the @vaﬁge ist. T That's one reason among our whife brethren,
BspecTaTTV, that 2 number oF BUT Wwhite brexhremzgamdizyskzupxard preachens
can't cet up and preach what the they believe is richt because the elders

tell himx,the elders are over him. They give gkxg direction, how long to
preach, what to preach, what not to preach. I never have understood that the
elders are over the evangelist or the evangelist over the elders but t
"workers together in the Lord." I havd not f Bible that shows that
the elders are over the evangelist. In fact, v not for the evangelist
the elder would not Rave any place to elder. And not only that, but I think
it is a xmxxx ridiculous idea Xkax to labot under that an evangelist can go
out here in the world, and Regxz® here's a man out Xkzk there who doss not

know a thing alout Christ, or the church of Christ, he goes out there and
preaches the gospel to him, converts him to Christ, baptizes him into Christ,
and teaches after hé gets him into Christ, and continues to teach him until

he feel that he is qualified as an elder, then the evangelist appoints him.
Accordipg to the Bible, the evancelist is the one to do this for himi VYou
don't have the record where one elder us supposed to appoint another, There
is no authority for that. So as soon as hd appoints him as an elder, he
crawls up under him and says XXRHXMK "I'm under you now!" I don't find a
Bible Zmzmuxtaimzkbxix sustaining that. The only 8cripture according to

a couple of my mkikexbxexhzxer best friends who are white brethren, they callcd
me into a meetipg and we were discussing it, and the only Scripture they geve
was Acts 20:28, "Take heed unto yourselves and all the flock over which the
Holy Z¥X¥ Chost has made you overseers to fed the church of God which he =g has
purchased with his own blood." And the argument was, vna much S the elders

a

o

.

are over the congregation, then if there is a preacher ne ongredation, then
the elders are over the preacher. I said, XX¥¥E ”qex's oo back and read that."
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and we find that the preacher was leaving when he appointed thenm
e concregation. He didi't believe it. And the ﬁexz thing, it says
ey were overseers for the purpose of ® feeding. "The question T want
'S sy Jho does the feeding? Does the elders feed the evangelist or does
the evang elist feed the elder?" ‘Well they had to admit that the evancelist does
ing. He Xgmg fed him in the béginning, he appoi.ted him and he does the
feeding now when he gets up there in the pulpit. The elder does not feed the
evangelist. MReik Why did he make the overseers to_fmed? (7)) There
is just no Bible for it. When it comes to receivirg accusation, Paul told
Timothy, "Don't vou receive an accusation against an elder but before two or
three witnesses.” XEKXKEX¥X ¥rxappeinkedzibrzridax If he 1s under the elder
why is it he 1s here recelving accusations against them? "Lay hands on ®g nho
man hdstily”. Don't be in too big of a hurry to appoint him. UWhy? "Some
men's sins go before them amdxzgme into judgement and some follow after."
Then he tells hin to rebuke him., To them that sin. o is he talking about
in the 5th chapter of I Timothy? He talking about the elder., "So them that
ho

Qoo

sin, rebuke before all that others may fear." If he is under the elders,
is it that he is authorizing the evangelist to rebuke scmeone he's under?
One thing that is holding the work back is the white preacher is so ziwi%
riveted to the idea thazibe that the elder is over ikexgwzxgziisk him, He just
don't teach that. We teach thet they are workers together. Now we have elders
where I am, but those menyx¥x... I baptized one of them. ‘hen we gotkx that
congregation started out there, the elder was in Holly Springs,iississippik
on a farm. He came there and we worked with him and trained him and then we
appeinted him., But we let them understand that we ave workers together. And
we work tocether where T am. The elders and the evancelist work together and
everythige goes on smoothly. But when the brethren say the elder is over the
evangelist and qmtxzmzmnxhxd&wmzkﬁxzizxa get up there and get so much down the
line preasching the truth, first thing you know the elders tell hi: to go some-
place elge, I bexleve when and evangelist agrees to worlk with #r a congre=-
gation, togethery the elders and the evangelist make that agreement. And whenever
they lﬁuve, together the elders and the evangelist make that agreement. I
is for the betterment of the congreation they should agree along that lin
there and fire him, and he's scared to death if he doesn't do a
afreid of being fired. He's reluctant about presenting va
¢ need to be presented the elders wmmxkegx won't let him do i
goes when t 1 the elders say come, and al
that., I ask my brcﬁh“en "”nere is *ho Bible authority for teachii
the elder is over the x evangellst?"

‘\
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B: You are medling now.

H: (laughter) But that's it, That's one diffcrence between the white and

Negro congregation ~from my white brethren, "I'™m Brother
So-in=S0, working ] O If he's an elder

and you build him up that way, and you té)l h 1 that vou are under him, why, its
no wonder he's telling you to go and come when e gets ready.

[vs)

Ylhat 1s the unique function of the elders?

He The function of the elders, the man is to oversee, keep the wolves out,
keep peace and the main thing is to teachy and go after the lost sheep. Thet's
n't understand i ad of vatching the flock

stand about them, frg inst:
3

the main thin:s thev watch %8 are the preachers and the money. Iow that's

2



the shots

right! And that's just about it. Thev let people live any kind of a Way,
do anything almost, yet you can't get them to go after them, they'll let
them zXmxg but he's going to keep his eye on the preacher and the money.
“henever these brethren wake up to the fact t at just doesn' sustain that
kind of a thing, and let that elder know he's to work with the v oreacher, and
get that instilled in their hearts, vou're going to find more peace in the
church,

Our work just moves along just as smooth. A matier came up there st

i a, and instead of them going ahead into that *11nﬂ, unless it was

something that needed immediate attention, they said, "then Brother Hogan
comes home, we will have a meeting." In our meetings, I don't dictate to
thems A lot of times what they bring about I give away to it and they give
away to what I bring up. We work together. Ve don't have them having meetings
when I am gone and making decisions so that when I come in the whole thing
is changed and vou don't know which wav to turn. No sir. 'e work together.

fea

A3

B: What 1s vour unique function as the evangelist? YVou'rek imst kind of = calling

ERNRXXNXXXXmxymyxgxkX in an adminlstrative way,are you not?
HXX
HEX H: X&¥x Ch, yes. I do. For one thing, because of the fact thev'd have
to admit that I am better qualified to call some of the shots. If they were
going to have a meeting, I know the preaching brethren better than & they
do. The only ones they know are the ones that come to visit out congregation.
If some brother is off on some idea, they might have someone to say that
they heard him preach and he sounded prétty good, but he doesn't know that
he won't do here. I know that. For instance, %% we have a city=wide mesting
and were discussing the preacher we were to get to hold thet meeting, OCne of
the bxeszeﬂzﬁakigéxaxpzexzhexzxz&zxaid elders called a preacher and said
he had heard a man that he thought would be pretty good and ¥ he was one of
the weakest pxemzhexZsxa preachers among us. If you were to put ‘that kind of
a man under a tent to meet some of the challenges he would have, man it would
ake X®m vears to cet the church straicghtened out! Ve had one brothe:
meeting and & Baptist preacher assallad hamtéﬁa”ﬁe was arguing that
was the Holy Ghost =- the word was the Holy Ghosty becsuse Jesus sa
spirit that gquickeneth...the words that I speask unto you are spirit and truth.”
a
D

D,

The Baptist preacher met him in a debate and xxs said ! niﬁncht, Phill
down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto the people. i
the Word?" "Yes," "Well then what was that they got when the apcstl
came dovn?" That Baptist just wallowed him all over the pulpit! It £
church back a number of years. Some of the stronger preachers wanted %o go
in there and debate him and he just replied that he had met the best vou have
and theze is not need of me debating vou again. Tk So there are a lot things
he elders don't know anything about., At Figeroa they talk things over wit
me and waxmgxzr I tell them why and we just agree. They don't say, ™
Brother Hogan, the elders want you to do so-and=so. VYou can hold =
of meetings and vou be back here at such a time, etc,

B: T wish T had a little more of you spirit.

H: YWell you've got too much against you. You've got a whole brotherhood
aga i you. That's the trouble, It takes some time and smmsbmzd som body
is goin to have to wade into this thing.

B: The problem that I face as do a lot of young ministers, is that this is
the situation that we are under and many of them are leaving the pulpit., It

is very discouraging.,



iy, of course. There was one thing a fellow said %o me that I wanted
mention, "That about a young fellow, he's young and Xxg przwarZEzXAR the

elders zﬁzéiXEKZYhimx have got to direct him," T said, "Jell, if
qualified to Xkz be the preacher for that congregation he's qualifizd for

J
PO e

he's

those elders to work with. Now that's it. Fkak?wzkarzdiwizexexdgzx Look at
the divine order. FEphesians 4 %ne gave some to be dDOuE7CS, first, some
gheaw proshets, them second, ‘E come the evangelist and then vour elder,

and here comes your teachers. That's the divine orde». The evangelist's work
comes first, Again, were it not for his work the elder wouldd't have any

J_’ b
place to mmxkx elder. UWhat qualified Rimxkaxlzx the evancelist to be under
him when it is the evangelist who has called him® vy should he be under hin?
t just doesn't make sénse to me. I realize that thevy are workers together
in the Tord, These preachers won't leave every time vou turn around. Fhxx
Before he

get his work going, here he has to leave and start out with
regation. First time he crosses one of the elders, ketgxgmixzn

ixzxex or
to go,

H:  TIt's been a blessing. I tell you, Brother Boyd. Didn't vou have an
article in the Echo.

e Geneva bit, etc. I explained how Ira North started it

1

B: Yes ab Lal
it Is now in the hands of some of us local men %o promote., ¥ Ir
{ kle) wanted him to cut down on some of his activities,

ts

elders @

hat's another mistake that is made. Th ey want the preacher kiust
re. The Lord says go and the elders say st av Paul said, "ioe
unto me 1f I preach not the Gospel." TIt's"go" or "& woe". A thing !
is the work of the church. A thing like that, they should be glad to s
their minister. Uhen I leave Figeroa, it doesn't mean my salary is ended,
They pay me 35175 a week and take care of my utilities, ﬁﬂwephone, and up=keep
of my property, insurance, I own my own home, car, ebc,, and when I leave
my salary goes on just like I am there. The church has Fellowship with n
in this work. Of course, during ER the winter-time, we don't do much meeting
work. T guess it should be done anytime. But anvtime there's a call & I'm
invited to go, then I tell the brethren where I am goinc and when I'11l be gone
and say "You brethren look after the work." They pray for me and encourage me
and sometimes they say they will take care of my travel expensés. They send
me to various places. I go to school every year and they take care of that.
Also the lectureships every vyear.

4]

B: I've interviewed Robert Woods and Brother Kennedy. ‘he .dars heard
about it they did not like it. I was snending +oo nmuch time lea*rilg about

o~ 3

church li“iC“V and not spendipg enough km time over at Stony Island. I'm really
xy fudging to be here todav.

3

H: Uell the fact of it is, your work is x a contribution %o better understanding
and promotion of the Lord'd cause. They should be hapvpy, Fow what objection
do they have of that? It is the church. You are not writing Meoro history

generally, it's the church, is it not?



2551 Yell, yvou see 1f I was ifterestad in that, the ¢

don't say a word, ®'cause they encauraqe me. Ky breti

at I glve so much time to this work. here, vou ¢o
yonder... e cet together and see what work needs to and then divide
up and say "ha part of it will you do Brother Harve: ther Duncan,"
e just do on and do the work. If there is \ometnan hey feel that
I,as the minister, oucnt to do they & sav so and I go it,

B: You are a2 great encouragement to me.

t a lot of strong brethren. .

chers were meetipg in fellowship. I was

gned a topic. Someone responded, "Anythi
T

e

e
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was not as .
be helpful.’ said "Thank you, brethren, there's one
wanting towork on when all the elders and preachers we:
work on that. They brought up %cts 20:28, The evange
of the r“ospe.'!_. The apostle is 'one sent" and had th
mo]y Spirit, etc. The apostle is leaving and thus

is to be done. He said "I know grevious wolves wil
the flock. Fpom your own selves brethren will aris
things to draw away disciples after them,"so vou wa
Why did the Holy CGbost make you overseer? To feed.
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