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Name:    James E. (Jim) Nugent 

   

Date of Birth:   June 24, 1922 

 

Place of Birth:  San Angelo, Texas 

 

Education:   Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas 

      University of Texas, Austin, Texas 

       

     Father:         Edward William Nugent     

Mother:          Ada Belle Teresa Patterson 

 

Spouse:                        Billie Merritt Nugent 

       

Children:    Cal “Skip” Trammell 

      Nan Nugent-White 

 

SUMMARY 

 

James E. (Jim) Nugent was born on June 24, 1922 in San Angelo, Texas. He graduated 

from Schreiner Institute in 1941 and received his law degree from the University of 

Texas in 1949. He served with the U.S. Navy in World War II as a pilot. He was 

married to Billie Merritt Nugent. He led a life of political service. His was the Kerr 

County attorney until 1954 and also practiced law in Kerrville. He was a member of 

the Texas House of Representatives from 1961 to 1979 and served at Speaker Pro Tem 

from 1977 until 1979. After being appointed to and elected to the Texas Railroad 

Commission, he served in that capacity for sixteen years. Jim died on July 17, 2016 

and is interred at the Texas State Cemetery in Austin, Texas. This oral history account 

is shared by his two children, Skip Trammell and Nan Nugent-White. 
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An Oral History of 

James E. (Jim) Nugent 
 

 

My name is Francelle Robison Collins and I am with the Kerr County Historical Commission, 

Oral History Project.  Today is May 10, 2019, and I am here at the Kerr County Courthouse 

in Kerrville, Texas, with Bonnie Pipes Floury.  We are talking with Skip Trammell and his 

sister Nan Nugent-White, who understand that we are making audio and video recordings of 

this interview and that a typewritten transcript of this interview will be provided so that 

changes can be made.  The audio and video tapes, however, cannot be edited.  This 

information along with copies of any family pictures and documents provided by you will then 

be turned over to the Kerr Regional History Center, Schreiner University, and the University 

of North Texas’ Portals to Texas History, where they will be available to the public unless 

specific restrictions are placed on them by you.   These restrictions will be noted in the 

Release form after you have had a chance to review your manuscript.  Are you clear on what 

we are doing today? 

 

SKIP & NAN: Yes. So far. 

 

FRANCELLE:     We are talking today with Skip Trammell and Nan Nugent-White, who are children 

    of Jim Nugent. Jim was a resident of Kerr County most of his life. Jim was born  

    June 24, 1922 in San Angelo, Texas. He graduated from Schreiner Institute in 1941 

    and received his law degree from the University of Texas in 1949. He served with 

    the U.S. Navy in World War II as a pilot. He led a life of political service. His first 

    position was in Kerr County, where he was an attorney, where he served until 1954. 

    He also practiced law in Kerrville. He was a member of the Texas House of   

    Representatives from 1961 to 1979. He served at Speaker Pro Tem from 1977 until 

    1979 when he was elected to the Texas Railroad Commission where he served for 

    sixteen years. Jim died on July 17, 2016 and is interred at the Texas State Cemetery 

    in Austin, Texas.  

 

    Skip, we will start with you. What is your given name? 

                              

SKIP:   My given name is Cal Cocke Trammell Jr. 

 

FRANCELLE: But we only know you by Skip. 

 

SKIP:   Yes.  

 

FRANCELLE: When and where were you born? 

 

SKIP:   I was born May 2, 1943, right across the street over there. 

 

FRANCELLE: Where I was, in Secor Hospital 
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SKIP:   Yeah.  

 

FRANCELLE: Your mother, Billie Merritt, and Jim were married in 1956 when Jim was an  

    attorney here in Kerrville. What are the impressions that you can remember at that 

    time? 

 

SKIP:   Well, I was thirteen at that time. We had been living here for about 3 years, my  

    mother and I. He showed up at the door one time – we lived over on Golf Street, 

    929 Golf Street – with a puppy. And I loved him from then on.  

 

FRANCELLE: Where did they meet, do you think? 

 

SKIP:   I’m not sure. I’m very fortunate to have had him as my dad. If I had grown up with 

    my biological father, it wouldn’t have been a good deal. It was one of the best  

    things that ever happened to me.  

 

FRANCELLE: Politically, what do you remember? What did people say about him? 

 

SKIP:   I remember in ’61 we started campaigning in this district, I would go out every  

    Saturday with a carload of leaflets – James E. (Jim) Nugent, running for the Texas 

    legislature – and we’d knock on screen doors at that time – and if nobody was  

    home we’d leave it in the handle. We went to Menard, Junction, all up in there. My 

    buddies and I would just take off every Saturday and spread out. It was good. I was 

    told one time that if he had not been so honest he would have been Governor. We 

    had a lot of good times. We were outdoorsmen. We liked to hunt. I went to   

    Vietnam in ’69 – today’s the 10
th

 – it was this day in ’69 – and I wrote a letter in 

    July to Mom and Jim and said, “You know, I don’t have anything but a wife and 2 

    little bitty kids, but I’m not going to get out of this. I cannot live through what’s  

    going on over here. Will you please take care of the kids.” I didn’t hear anything 

    back from them, which was strange. The first of September we were out on a little 

    outing. Now, Nixon said there were no combat troops in Cambodia but I’d have to 

    disagree with him. A helicopter came in there and a lieutenant got off and said,  

    “Lieutenant Trammell, you need to get on the helicopter and go back to CuCHI  

                 and meet the helicopter that is coming in at two o’clock.” Fine with me, they  

    weren’t shooting back there. So, I went back there and I was waiting and this  

    helicopter landed. A Filipino general stepped off, I didn’t know him from Adam; 

    I saluted. The next person off was Jim Nugent, the next person off was John  

    MacGuire, who was Jim’s roommate at the University of Texas and probably Jim’s 

    best friend. I said, “What in the hell are y’all doing here?” He said, “Well, I didn’t 

    like the letter you wrote to us so I thought we’d come check on you.” I thought I 

    must be the only kid in the world who goes to war and his daddy comes to check on 

    him. They stayed 2 weeks and we had a great time and I was a first lieutenant at the 

    time and what we did and where we went – there were majors and colonels and  

    they were saluting me – they didn’t know who the hell I was. Here was this special  
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    forces guy in fatigues and these 2 other guys that they didn’t know what they were 

    doing. It was a lot of fun but, damn if they didn’t get on a plane and come home  

    and I had to stay. That’s one of the best memories I have.  

 

FRANCELLE: What do you remember about him as an attorney here in town? Did most people  

    know him? 

 

SKIP:   Oh, yeah. You know, he had a reputation of being very stern. It was this way and 

    no gray areas.  

 

FRANCELLE: Did he raise you that way too? 

 

SKIP:   Oh, yeah. There were 4 of us, I believe, in high school, kinda went crazy one night 

    and there was a school bus sitting out in front of the high school. Steve Nance had a 

    5-gallon bucket of paint and we painted all the windows on that school bus. Across 

    the street was Chat & Chew and we put another name on the side of it that I won’t 

    use today. Eventually we were caught. What happened was we went down to the 

    Chatterbox that night after we had finished and we were sitting there and Tanner 

    Mahan had blue paint on his hand. He looked up and, you know the guys that made 

    you go to school? 

 

FRANCELLE: Jack Roe the Probation officer? 

 

SKIP:   Probation officer. His son was in there and he saw Tanner with that blue paint and 

    he told his daddy about that and that’s how we were found out. We became known 

    as the 8:30 club because we had to go home at 8:30 every night.  

 

FRANCELLE: For how long? 

 

SKIP:   Six months. And that scared me to death. I thought he would probably kill me for 

    that. But he didn’t. 

 

FRANCELLE: What did he say to you? 

 

SKIP:   I can’t tell you. But, he was an excellent attorney. One of the best legislators that 

    ever served over there. She (Nan) was a court reporter? 

 

    (back and forth conversation about the word for what Nan did, but finally….) 

 

NAN:   A page.  

 

FRANCELLE: We help each other remember things all the time. 
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SKIP:   A few weeks ago I couldn’t think of the word “fan belt” and I wouldn’t ask   

    anybody. It took me almost a week to come up with it. But, when he went on the 

    Railroad Commission, that was a different deal.  

 

FRANCELLE: What made him want to get on that commission? 

 

SKIP:   Well, he was appointed by Dolph Briscoe to replace someone who had to get off 

    because his wife had too much oil and gas revenue. 

 

NAN:   John Newton.  

 

SKIP:   So, he was appointed to that. 

 

NAN:   And had to run again the next year. And then the next year. 

 

SKIP:   Statewide elections. That’s quite a deal. But, it was really funny. When we would 

    campaign, I would fly Dad’s plane. He was a pilot also, but I would fly. I grew up 

    flying with him. And they would say, “Commissioner Nugent is coming and his  

    son will be with him.” So, they never knew that I was his son. They thought  

          Pat Nugent was his son so they would talk around me and I got to report lots of  

          good things. That was kinda fun.  

 

NAN:   One of my best memories on that was we were all somewhere and we’d been  

    campaigning all week. It had been a long week. And we get somewhere and it was 

    for dinner. So, you had Dad and Mom, Pat Nugent, I think, was standing there,  

    Skip and then me. I was Cotten, he (Skip) was Trammell, and you have Pat Nugent, 

    and the guy putting it on – it was very nicely done – he was a little nervous and  

    he’s introducing people and he goes, “This is Billie and Jim Nugent, their son Pat 

    Nugent, Skip Trammell and his wife, Nan.” We just grinned and never said a word. 

    We had the best time with it. When they did find out, they kind of freaked out.  

 

FRANCELLE: Some of the things I read about him were that he was conservative but the people 

    that he got to work for him, a lot of them weren’t. That was good in those days, it’s 

    good in these days. 

 

SKIP:   They said he was the last conservative statewide Democrat elected. But, we all  

    grew up as Democrats. It’s not the same now. 

 

NAN:   He hired women, minorities, because he wanted to know what our community  

    really was. He said, “I can get all the ‘yes men’ I need. That’s not what I’m looking 

    for.” So, he was way ahead of his time on that part.  
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FRANCELLE: They said when he would walk in a room he would have a big briefcase with lots of 

    papers in it and they would say, “Oh, no, he’s going to add something to something 

    today.” 

 

NAN:   He was frightening when he walked in and there was a bill. He had the nickname of 

    “The Super Snake” because he knew the rules more than anyone else in the   

    legislature. So, when he walked in and there was a bill, he could kill the bill.  

 

FRANCELLE: Nan, what is your given name.  

 

NAN:   Billie Nan Noreen Nugent White. Can you tell I was not expected? My mother was 

    Billie. My grandmother was Nancy but they didn’t like that so they cut it to Nan. 

    Noreen was my dad’s dead sister. So, I got the whole gambit.  

 

FRANCELLE: When and where were you born? 

 

NAN:   February 2, 1959, right here.  

 

FRANCELLE: You’re sixteen years younger than Skip? 

 

NAN:   Yes.  

 

SKIP:   Can’t you tell? 

 

NAN:   Not at all.  

 

FRANCELLE: What else can you tell us about Jim? 

 

NAN:   I’ll never forget – my best friend, Cynthia, and I got in trouble. We had skipped  

    school and gone to San Antonio during the day. We were in high school. I was  

    seeing one of the Schreiner boys and she was seeing one of his friends. We went to 

    have lunch with them or something but we were tennis players so we were back in 

    time for practice. So, we showed up and Coach Deckert said, “This isn’t going to 

    work.” And we asked why because we didn’t think they would even notice we were 

    gone. He said, “Your dad already knows. He knows you skipped school. And quite 

    frankly, I don’t like being involved in this.” We freaked out and for the next 6  

    weeks we were riding out bikes to school and we lived across town and had to be at 

    practice really early. But, Dad knew way ahead of time, before we got back where 

    we were and what we were doing. Like the time we were coming back from Austin, 

    I got a ticket in Stonewall. So, I come strolling in the back door of the house and 

    say “hi”; I was still a teenager then. And he stands up and says, “Nan, is there  

    anything you want to tell me?” I’m like, “No”, because I was going to go pay the 

    ticket. He said, “I think there is.” I said, “You can’t know I got a speeding ticket, 

    can you?” He said, “Yep. I got a call and Mr. Guthrie says if you’ll stop by and  



Jim Nugent 
 

Kerr County Historical Commission                                                                                                                           Oral History Project 9 

 

 

 

    visit him, he’d like to see you when you pay that ticket.” It was an hour and a half; 

    they called him as soon as I got the ticket.  

 

SKIP:   Bicycles were a big deal in his life. One time at Schreiner I got a bad semester  

    grade. And I had to give up my car. And he put me on a bicycle. We lived over on 

    Virginia Dr. He told me to never let him catch me off of that bicycle between home    

         and Schreiner. I rode that damn thing back and forth – it’s a long way. One day, Joe 

    Burkett came by in his pickup. I asked him if he would haul me to school that  

    morning and he said, “Sure”. So, I got on the bike in the back of Burkett’s pickup 

    and we went right down Main Street and Jim was standing right out in front of the 

    office. I looked at him and he grinned and waved. I was still on that bicycle.  

 

FRANCELLE: Here are some quotes: “Jim Nugent was one of the most effective members of the 

    House and one of the most feared.” That was the same at home too? 

 

NAN:   Yes. You earned it. You worked for it. He told me when I was young, “All I can  

    give you is an education, the only thing that can’t be taken away from you. I want 

    you to know that if I took you up in a plane, blindfolded you and dropped you, that 

    you’ll survive.” And that’s pretty much how he raised us, to be sure that we would 

    be fine. 

 

SKIP:   He grew up very poor. His dad was a World War I veteran.  

 

NAN:   He was a cook. 

 

SKIP:   Yeah. He had tuberculosis. He was a guard out at Legion. So, Jim didn’t have very 

    much money. When he graduated from high school he wanted to go to Schreiner. 

    They had a scholarship opening for a clarinet player in the band. So, he applied for 

    that because he could play the clarinet. As a matter of fact, my biological father  

    was a drummer in that same band. My mother was a Sponsor. So, Jim got the  

    scholarship because he couldn’t go to school otherwise. He was the third clarinet 

    player and they decided they only needed 2. So, they dropped him, and he said he 

    had to do something. So, they asked if he could play the oboe and he said, “Yeah!” 

    There was a scholarship for an oboe player. He didn’t even know what an oboe  

    was. Two weeks later he had taught himself to play the oboe. That’s how he  

    finished his education at Schreiner. 

 

NAN:   I still have that oboe. 

 

SKIP:   That’s the way he was about everything.  

 

NAN:   One of my favorite things about him, about being in a room where he was   

    campaigning or might just be giving a speech, he was such a scary man, because he 

    was feared, but he was so charismatic that when he would get up to give a speech  
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    he always had a joke at the beginning. He wasn’t really like that at home with us so 

    when he would get up he always got the crowd immediately with a quote or a joke. 

    And he was so brilliant at speaking. He kept you captivated. It wasn’t boring. He 

    knew your time was valuable. And he wanted to be sure you were listening to what 

    he had to say. For those who were maybe on the other side of the table from him, 

    he really did always want what was best for his district, for his state, it was so  

    important to him. But, because he came from the poor side, he was always for the 

    little guy. What can we do so that they still have a path and not overtaken by the  

    other companies. So, I think he did so many wonderful things. 

 

FRANCELLE: Those education bills that he worked on. 

 

SKIP:   Education was nothing before that.  

 

NAN:   It opened the door for him. 

 

FRANCELLE: Another comment was that he was a man of unquestionable integrity. Let’s talk a 

    little bit about your mother. I know she was a Merritt and the Merritts go back  

    generations here.  

 

SKIP:   We’re kin to everybody in Kerr County.  

 

FRANCELLE: Where was she born? 

    

NAN:   She was born in Kerr Co. Texas on Goat Creek Road January, 1921. She and her 

    2 sisters used to ride around in the back end of a pickup and I remember she told 

    me one time when I was frustrated about something and she said, “You know, my 

    father always told me” – no, never mind, I’m not going to tell that one.  

 

FRANCELLE: Did she like being a political wife? 

 

NAN:   She loved it. She was every bit as important to his re-elections as he was. Because 

    he was just so stern and focused and… 

 

SKIP:   She was more of a people person. And pretty. 

 

FRANCELLE: So, she would get out and knock on doors? 

 

NAN & SKIP: Oh, we all would. Because Dad thought that was the most important thing.  

 

NAN:   We knocked on every door that was available. His deal, which I think the   

    Democratic and Republican parties can take note of is that he would never mention 

    an opponent because he said why should he give them free publicity.  
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SKIP:   Why give them any publicity. He never mentioned their names. 

 

NAN:   I think that was brilliant. We could use a little of that today. She was awesome. She 

    could calm someone down after he had been maybe a little direct. I think she  

    gathered as many votes as he did.  

 

FRANCELLE: Did they live both places? Did they have a place in Austin? 

 

SKIP:   No. They didn’t move to Austin until he went on the Railroad Commission. We  

    lived on Ruth Street to start with and then moved to 1223 Virginia Drive.  

 

FRANCELLE: Then they did move to Austin? Did they keep 2 homes? 

 

NAN:   Yes. They did. They kept the one here. 

 

SKIP:   And he went back and forth to Austin when he was in the legislature in ’79. 

 

NAN:   (to Skip) Can I tell why Dolph Briscoe wanted him on the Railroad Commission? 

 

SKIP:   Yep. 

 

FRANCELLE: Were they friends? 

 

NAN:   Well, back them, whether you were the same party or different, once the elections 

    were over, they worked together because it was really the only way to move  

    forward.  

 

SKIP:   You can tell they’re not moving forward today. 

 

NAN:   So, he called dad and said, “Nugent, I have a request. It’s the worst opportunity  

    you’ll ever have but I really need you. I need to put you on the Railroad   

    Commission. John Newton has to step down and I think there’s a fox in the   

    henhouse. And we need someone to go over there and get it in order” That’s why 

    he wanted him to go on, but it was terrible because he had to run the next year  

    because he was appointed. And the following year because Newton’s term was a 6-

    year term and it was 4 years in. So, he had to run in the 5
th

 year and then the 6
th

  

    year because the term was up. We had the largest district in the state so elections 

    and campaigning we were used to, but a statewide thing – when we came to Dallas 

    and were campaigning in a Baptist church in downtown Dallas – that was   

    awesome. And then, the whole church and we went door to door in that   

     neighborhood knocking on doors as we had always done. It was very moving.  

 

SKIP:   It was a black church. 
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NAN:   It was incredibly charismatic. It was wonderful. 

 

SKIP:   Let me tell you one more story. I didn’t want to go to the University. I graduated 

    from Schreiner and wanted to go to Texas Tech with all my buddies. Dad said I  

    was going to  the University and was going to be a lawyer. I was raised by a lawyer  

    – didn’t want to be one. But he said that was where I was going so here I go. So, 

    like I say, when Kennedy was killed in November I drove home right then. I  

    stopped by the church, we  were Episcopalians, so I stopped by the church, did a  

    little praying and went home and said I was not going back to the University. He 

    said, “Well, where are you going to go?” I said, “I’m going to Tech where I always 

    wanted to go.” He said, “How are you going to get there?” I said, “In my car.” He 

    said to check the title on the car; the car belonged to him and it wasn’t going  

    anywhere. So, Burkett comes back into the picture and I asked Burkett if he would 

    give me a ride to the bus station, I’m going to Lubbock. He said he would. So, he 

    picked me up and took me to the bus station and I bought a ticket and was sitting at 

    the back of the bus. The sheriff steps on the bus and says, “Boy, your daddy wants 

    you at home.” Since he had his “gun” and I didn’t have one I went with him. So, I 

    went back home. At our house we never just visited. We interrogated, cross 

    examined, debated – never just sat down and visited. We had a round dinner table 

    and 2 of Jim’s young attorneys in his office were there, Dr. Packard was there with 

    my mother because she was having a fit, the priest was there. This is how we  

    operated. 

 

NAN:   Mom was not having it go the way it was.  

 

SKIP:   So, after about an hour or so we worked a deal out. A contract type deal so I could 

    go to Tech. He said he’d give me $140 a month for room and board and if I got a B 

    average the first semester I could have my car back. I did and got my car back. I  

    was living in a dorm and they built a new dorm and the dorm advisor asked me if I 

    would like to be a wing advisor in the new dorm. I said yes and asked if it paid  

    anything. He said it paid room and board. I got the job and forgot to tell Jim I had 

    room and board paid. But that’s the way we operated, and it was interesting. 

 

FRANCELLE: He just really wanted you to go to UT? 

 

SKIP:   Yep.  

 

NAN:   That was the only school. When my kids got older and the oldest, Joe, went to  

    Schreiner just like mom and dad did, like Skip did, like I did. My older son did  

    also. The 2 younger ones were athletic, soccer players, and we wanted them to go 

    to school outside of Texas. I thought if they left they might come back but if they

    stayed they might leave later. So, I told them they could go anywhere but they  

    couldn’t stay right here. Dad had a fit. He said, “I’m not going to help one dime  

    with that school.” And that was okay because we had already saved the money. We  
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    just want you to love them. He said, “That’s the damndest thing I ever heard of.  

    There’s just one school and that’s UT.” He was really pro UT. Just because Dad  

    had made us go, I let the kids help with the decision. Mom and Dad were talking 

    with Walker, the middle one, who was going away and he said, “You know, life  

    would be a lot easier if you stayed and went to UT.” Walker said that UT didn’t  

    have a D1 program for him and Dad said he would have a lot more money in the 

    bank. Walker said, “Well, they are paying for my school, too.” And Dad said, “Oh”

          So, all of a sudden it was a little more okay. With Logan the same thing. She went 

    to Rutgers on a full ride. He asked what kind of grades they might make their first 

    year and I said I didn’t know but they weren’t going to have a car their first year. It 

    worked pretty good. We continued that tradition.  

 

FRANCELLE: How many children do you have? 

 

NAN:   Three. Joe Cotten from my first marriage. He’s thirty-four. Walker will be twenty-

    eight in July and Logan is twenty-six. That’s our daughter. And 3 grandkids from 

    my oldest. 

 

FRANCELLE: (to Skip) I didn’t ask you.  

 

SKIP:   I have 2. A boy and a girl. And 2 grandkids. 

 

FRANCELLE: And what are your kid’s names? 

 

SKIP:   Trey because he’s the third. And Cristi. 

 

FRANCELLE: You can mention your wife too. 

 

SKIP:   And Nedra. Nedra Harlow. She was not my starter wife. My starter wife was from 

    Dalhart. My starter wife calls me her practice husband.  

 

FRANCELLE: Billie’s family, were they ranchers? 

 

SKIP:   Her dad was Ike Merritt and he was the foreman out on the Holton Ranch. 

 

NAN:   Her mom was Nancy Ellen Kendall.  

 

SKIP:   It was the K4 ranch. The guy who makes the mercury motors. 

 

FRANCELLE: Do either of you carry on your homes like Jim did? 

 

NAN:   I think it would be more like Mom. Mom did all of that. Dad didn’t do any of that. 

    However, if I ever called him and he was in Austin and they were in session, no  

    matter what, even if he was on the floor, he would take the phone call.  
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SKIP:   Mom called one time. She was having trouble with Nan.  

 

NAN:   I was thirteen and she was fifty. Going through puberty and menopause at the same 

    time. 

 

SKIP:   Mom called his office and they said, “Mrs. Nugent, he’s on the house floor” and  

    she said, “I don’t give a damn if he’s on the roof. I want to talk to him. I’m having 

    hell with Nan.” 

 

NAN:   We had a fight. I’d had a dream that she was going to stab me. Their bedroom had 

    been added on, it had been a garage, so it locked from the kitchen and I had locked 

    her in there, so she was going to come and get me. So, she was yelling.  

 

FRANCELLE: So, you didn’t raise your children really strict. 

 

NAN:   Oh, yes! Absolutely.  

 

SKIP:   But it was more of a family deal. 

 

NAN:   We do round tables but they are more discussions instead of debates like if you  

    come to the table not prepared you get crucified. It’s not like that. But our kids, just 

    like when we went off to school; very little money. We gave them just enough;  

    they need to learn how to manage it. They weren’t working in college because they 

    were on scholarships and when you have a full ride the school owns you. You need 

    to do your due diligence so you do your job well for them. So, we could only figure 

    out; pay them very little to run their business on; so, they have to manage that  

    money outside of their scholarship. So, we were definitely hard asses but in a little 

    more… 

 

SKIP:   Humane way. 

 

NAN:   User friendly.  

  

FRANCELLE: You didn’t have to call Burkett. 

 

SKIP:   And, you know, Jim took over his dad’s seat in the house. So, we had a lot in  

    common. And my son and his son have kind of grown together. He’s a piece of  

    work.  

 

FRANCELLE: We’ll talk a little about the Army Surplus Store that was moved to the Schreiner  

    campus which is now the Union Church which is just a beautiful building. The  

    Historical Commission meets there, the Boy Scouts meet there, they have voting 

    there, it’s a sweet little church. 
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SKIP:   And that shows the soft side of Jim. He actually started that surplus store so that  

    granddad would have something to do.       

 

FRANCELLE: The commission raised the money to restore it. Luckily, Jim moved it. We   

                 probably wouldn’t have had the money to move it to Schreiner.  

 

SKIP:   So, that was the soft and the giving side.  

 

FRANCELLE: And there’s a plaque on the front door saying it was given in memory of his mom 

    and dad instead of giving the attention to himself.  

 

SKIP:   He would just as soon the plaque hadn’t been there if it hadn’t been for that. 

 

NAN:   It wouldn’t have mattered to him. That’s not why he did things. He didn’t do things 

    for the glory. He did it because he had a vision of how he saw things moving. I  

    remember when I was still a teenager and I was riding with him somewhere and he 

    was talking about some of the terror events that were going on and he said, “We are 

    not prepared but it will come to the U.S. We are just too arrogant to realize that it’s 

    going to happen. It’s going to happen. It will be here because we don’t take care of 

    things like we should.” Cars. He tried so hard with automobile makers. He tried so 

    hard to get them to deal with emissions, smaller engines, not to use the fuel, to get 

    things on a smaller footprint. He was such a visionary. He was sometimes too soon 

    to make a difference. People thought he was crazy.  

 

FRANCELLE: How do you like coming back to Kerrville? 

 

SKIP:   I love it. Virginia Drive. Memory Street. 

 

NAN:   I was born there as well. I was just itty bitty.  

 

SKIP:   I remember the morning my mother came into the kitchen, sat down on the floor, 

    put her head in her hands and used a profanity and said, “I’m pregnant.” 

 

NAN:   And she was forty. And the doctor had told her she couldn’t get pregnant again.  

    And for sixteen years she didn’t.  

 

FRANCELLE: You were meant to be. 

 

SKIP:   Evidently.  

 

NAN:   I don’t know about that but I showed up anyway. I told him (Skip) that during the 

    tough times when Dad got sick and had to move – that was the saddest part. But the 

    best part was that I got to know you (Skip). 
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SKIP:   We spent a lot of time together. And, since he’s gone we haven’t been able to get 

    together – gosh, this is the first time or two. 

 

FRANCELLE: Well, you live a long way from each other. 

 

NAN:   And, everyone’s busy. But it’s fun coming home. I always go out to the Starbucks 

    and sit on the river and do some work. Just go down and sit by the river. It’s just so 

    nice. 

 

SKIP:   I don’t go to Starbucks. They don’t have Dr. Pepper.  

 

FRANCELLE: Well, thank you. Do you have any other stories you’d like to add? 

 

NAN:   Mom’s dad, Daddy Ike, he’s the one that taught me to shoot and hunt and I still  

    hunt today. All over. 

 

FRANCELLE: You don’t cry when you shoot something? 

 

NAN:   No. 

 

SKIP:   I guess we grew up with it and are still at it. I have 7 bird dogs at home. 

 

NAN:   I’ve got a moose sitting at the taxidermist right now, trying to figure out how to get 

    it on my wall because he’s too big, he ranks one hundred thirty in the world.  

 

FRANCELLE: Where did you shoot that? 

 

NAN:   In Alaska.  

 

SKIP:   Was it year before last when y’all killed the bears? Hers was 3 inches taller than  

    Jeff”s bear.  

                             

NAN:   Well, mine made book and his didn’t. But they’re both big bears. It’s the luck of 

    the draw. Every hunter knows that unless you pay someone to go find one. We  

    don’t hunt like that. We’re fair chase. But Daddy was the one who first taught me 

    to shoot and hunt. And he would put a nail in a tree down on the farm – because  

    Dad also got the Center Point farm so that Daddy Ike and Big Mamma (Ellen  

    Merritt, Mom’s mother) would have a place of their own. It was outdoorsy for  

    Daddy Ike. He had a garden in the back and everything. He loved that stuff. So,  

    Dad really took care of his family. 

 

SKIP:   He had a passion that most people never knew. 

 

FRANCELLE: Do you still have the Center Point farm? 
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SKIP:   Yes. 

 

FRANCELLE: Where is it? 

 

NAN:   Do you know where the Fritz’s place is? We are right behind them because we  

    have the river. But he would put a big-headed nail in the tree down the way and the 

    little wrought iron column on the house, I would put the .22 in there and he   

    wouldn’t let me move until I split the nail. Dad was pretty busy working by then. 

    We did some bird hunting together. 

 

FRANCELLE: (to Skip) You do skeet? 

 

SKIP:   Trap. I retired from that last summer – summer before last.  

 

NAN:   He’d won the world too many times. 

 

SKIP:   Forty years and half a million targets, I figured that was enough.  

 

FRANCELLE: Do you still fly? 

 

SKIP:   No. I sold my airplanes. I push too many wrong buttons in my pickup, so I figured 

    they don’t need me in a damn airplane anymore.  

 

FRANCELLE: Well, thank you. I’ve known Skip for a long time but it’s good to get to know you, 

    Nan. 

 

NAN:   It’s nice to meet you guys. It’s so nice to have this. We appreciate it. My kids will 

    someday take time for it. Joe and Trey and Cristi are the only ones that got to  

    know Mom and Dad well. And Mom was sick. And Dad was much kinder and  

    gentler then. 

 

FRANCELLE: And they are both buried in the Texas State Cemetery? 

 

SKIP & NAN: Yes.  

 

SKIP:   That’s what really brought me down here this time, other than to take care of our 

    togetherness, property and stuff. My wife and I are going to be buried out at  

    Nichols, next to Daddy Ike and Palsy. There are 6 plots. Daddy Ike and Palsy  

         have 2, Nedra and I have 2 and Buttons Forehand is going to be right in the middle.  

    There are the Merritts and the News and the Howells and the Criders.  We’re  

                      kin to everybody. We’ll be amongst family forever.  

 

FRANCELLE: Thank you so much. 

END 


















