




ABOUT THE
TEXAS CULTURAL TRUST 
The Texas Cultural Trust, established in
1995, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting and increasing 
access and awareness for the arts across 
the state. 

Programs of the organization include the 
Texas Medal of Arts Awards, Arts Access, 
Art Can, Texas Young Masters, Texas 
Women for the Arts, and Partners in the Arts. 

The Trust’s efforts are amplified by 
partners who are instrumental in the 
success of leading a cohesive voice 
for arts and culture in Texas. 

OUR MISSION
To be the leading voice for the arts in 
education, advocacy, and economic 
impact in Texas, spotlighting the artistic 
excellence of our state.

OUR VISION
A vibrant Texas where the arts inspire 
excellence.

THE ARTS
WORK FOR TEXAS 
The Texas Cultural Trust’s Art Can program 
conducts research and produces data to 
quantify the economic and educational 
impact of the arts in Texas. These findings 
are published in the biennial State of the 
Arts Report. 

The 2021 State of the Arts Report 
demonstrates the unequivocal impact the 
arts have in shaping the cultural, economic, 
and educational future of Texas. In this 
way, the State of the Arts Report serves 
as a resource for Texas artists, arts
organizations and advocates, educators, 
policymakers, parents, philanthropists, 
and others to increase support and funding 
for arts and culture in the state.
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 LETTER  FROM
TEXAS CULTURAL TRUST

BOARD CHAIR



Texas is America’s fastest-growing economy, the best state for business, and a top 
destination for international commerce. Our strength can be attributed to our rich history 
and economic diversity, but at the core of our success is our ingenuity.
 
My fellow Texans: Our future lies in innovation, creativity, and the 21st century skills 
needed to grow—and retain—a globally competitive workforce. We know that creative 
endeavors produce vibrant communities, quality schools, and engaged students, but 
they also produce a robust economy. The arts provide Texas critical revenue, jobs, 
quality of life, and a powerful catalyst to even greater prosperity. 
 
Every two years, the Texas Cultural Trust gathers leading researchers to quantify the 
social and economic value of the arts in our state. The 2021 State of the Arts Report 
continues that tradition, now augmented with research in the areas of Arts Education & 
Social and Emotional Learning and Arts & Health. The findings from our study highlight 
how the creative industry, in just one year, can generate $6.1 billion in taxable sales for 
our state.
 
Some may view the arts as an expendable cornerstone of society, but in this time of 
challenge, we have relied on them and other forms of creative expression to keep us 
connected and comforted. We hope you take the heart of this report and make it yours. 
 
I extend our appreciation to the many supporters and contributors of this report, including 
the Houston Endowment, the Houston Methodist Center for Performing Arts Medicine, 
Dr. Brent Hasty, Travis James, Dr. Barbara Steinhaus, and Dr. Robin Ward. Thank you
for bringing this study to reality. Finally, thank you to the board and staff of the Texas 
Cultural Trust and our many partners who, through their leadership, endorse the need 
for this research. 
 
This study is truly a starting point. Our state is poised for incredible economic growth 
through the arts, and, with investment and policy leadership, our opportunities are endless. 

Leslie Ward
Board Chair, Texas Cultural Trust
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With every challenge comes opportunity. 
 
Our arts, culture, and creative sector has faced devastating headwinds amid the 
spread of COVID-19. As many know, the creative sector was the first to shut down 
and will be one of the last to return to pre-pandemic vibrancy. Operating and other 
restrictions resulted in canceled programming, layoffs, furloughs, salary reductions, 
and lost revenue. Nearly all art and culture organizations in Texas have reported 
economic losses, and the viability of some performing arts venues, visual arts 
spaces, and centers of community life has been brought into question.
 
Nationally, more than two-thirds of creative workers are now unemployed. In Texas, 
we have seen the pandemic’s disproportionate impact on creative industries and, as 
a result, permanent closures. These losses are monumental, tragic, and will continue 
to create a negative ripple effect across adjacent economic sectors.
 
COVID-19 also revealed long-standing disparities and inequities within education. 
Students in our rural and urban schools receive less access to quality arts education 
than their suburban counterparts. The pandemic exacerbated this inequality in access 
and continues to further the gap for economically disadvantaged students.
 
At the Trust we know the arts will be essential to our state’s rebuilding and 
recovery. The arts have helped us cope with universal trauma and provided us 
social alternatives in times of isolation. In the coming months they will help us 
return to a sense of normalcy we all miss. 
 
This report places a spotlight on the undeniable importance of the arts as an 
avenue for emotional comfort, a tool for healing, a symbol of hope, and a way to 
stay connected. The data from this study is laudable, but the impact of COVID-19 
is yet to be fully measured. I urge you to view this report as a snapshot of the 
arts’ pre-COVID power and, with the future in mind, help our creative workers 
reclaim the metaphorical stage, once doors reopen. 

Heidi Marquez Smith 
Chief Executive Officer, Texas Cultural Trust 
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THE MORE ARTS CLASSES, THE HIGHER THE SCORES
National studies conclude that 94% of students with a high level of arts 
engagement went to a 4-year college, versus 7% of those with a low level of 
arts engagement. 

Notably, students who took four years of arts coursework outperformed their 
peers who had half a year or less of arts coursework by 58 points on the 
verbal portion AND 38 points on the math portion of the SAT.

Teenagers and young adults of low socioeconomic status (SES) who earned 
more arts credits showed better academic outcomes. In particular, they 
earned higher test scores in math, science, and writing and demonstrated  
higher rates of college enrollment and lower dropout rates.   
Source: Catterall et al., 2012; Ruppert, 2006; Vaughn, 2002; Vaughn & Winner, 2000

TEXAS VOTERS AND PARENTS SUPPORT THE ARTS

VOTERS

84%
agree the arts

are a very
important part
of a student’s 

education

VOTERS

73%
favor

increased
state funding

for arts
education

PARENTS

89%
believe art
and music

electives are 
as important
as athletics

PARENTS

95%
believe that
arts should
be taught 
in Texas 

public schools

Source: Texas Cultural Trust Survey, 2016 and 2018
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ART CAN TURN CREATIVITY INTO CAREERS
The economic future of Texas requires a workforce that is adaptable, creative, and prepared 
for the challenges of a rapidly changing world. The arts strengthen the Texas economy by 
preparing students for creative careers, generating significant tax revenue, and boosting tourism.

A well-rounded education is key to building a 21st century workforce. Students who participate 
in the arts are better prepared to succeed in their careers and contribute to the Texas economy. 

ART CAN CREATE JOBS
The Texas creative sector employs nearly 900,000 Texans.  Almost 1 in 15 Texas jobs are 
part of the creative sector. According to forecasts from the Texas Workforce Commission, 
creative sector employment is projected to increase by over 17%, or 113,000 net new 
jobs, by 2028.
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900,000
ARE EMPLOYED IN CREATIVE CAREERS

ALMOST

1 in 15
TEXANS ARE EMPLOYED
IN A CREATIVE CAREER

A STRONG CREATIVE WORKFORCE CREATES A STRONG TEXAS ECONOMY
Texas Creative Careers by Major Occupation Division (2019) 

Major Group Code      Occupations            Texas Employment

15 - 0000   Computer and Mathematical Occupations        385,370

17 -  0000   Architects, Surveyors, and Cartographers 243,980

19 - 0000  Life, Physical,  and Social Science Occupations 102,540

27 - 0000 Arts,  Design,  Entertainment,  Sports & Media Occupations   41,300 

             Total Employment 873,190    
                                  Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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ART CAN GROW OUR CREATIVITY      
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Cultural District Project        TCA Cultural         Economic  Tax 
        District Grant        Activity  Revenue

Kimbell Art Museum: Renoir      $250,000        $8,388,575  $165,717 

Abilene Cultural Affairs Council: Lights, Camera, Action $112,000        $26,545,924  $512,519 

Houston Ballet: The Nutcracker    $130,000        $14,774,918  $296,086 

City of El Paso: Chalk the Block    $50,000        $2,630,634  $51,708   
Total         $542,000        $52,340,051  $1,026,030

$542,000
      INVESTMENT

$52.3 MILLION
   ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

=

Texas Commission on the Arts Cultural District Grant Case Studies
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SHARE THE ARTS. 
Pass on these findings. Tell your fellow Texans about the important impact the arts 
have on education, the economy, and our way of life.

UNDERSTAND THE ARTS. 
Learn about arts education access in your community by visiting ArtCanTexas.org.

ADVOCATE FOR THE ARTS. 
Encourage your school board members and elected officials to support access to the 
arts and arts education. Use our tools at ArtCanTexas.org.

SUPPORT THE ARTS. 
Learn more about how to promote and support the arts in Texas at TXCulturalTrust.org/Support 
or by contacting the Texas Cultural Trust directly.

ENGAGE WITH THE ARTS. 
Stay informed about the state of the arts in Texas by following the Texas Cultural Trust on 
social media.

While there are many areas of opportunity for Texas, there are also many areas for 
needed improvement in arts access. We invite you to join us in our efforts to ensure 
equitable access to the arts for all Texans. Join Partners in the Arts at TXCulturalTrust.org/PIA.

             TXCulturalTrust
           
       TXCulturalTrust

       TXCulturalTrust
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S Margaret Adams
Alice + Olivia LLC
All Together ATX 
Lauren Anderson
Anheuser-Busch
Arnold Ventures
Arts Connect Houston
Ann Ash
AT&T
Marilyn Augur
Austin Artists Project
Barbara Averitt
Amy Barbee
Laura and John Beckworth
Jill Bee
Ray Bensen
Rosanna Blalock
Ginger Blanton
Leslie and Jack Blanton, Jr.
Laurie and Marvin E. Blum
Boerne Theatre Company
Danya McIntyre Bogart
Brenda Bogue
Fiona Bond
Melinda Brown
Patty Bryant
Sharron Buschman
Sarah and Ernest Butler
Jeanne and Thomas Campbell
Larry Carpenter
Robin Carreker
Christy Carroll
Nora Castro
The CH Foundation
Amelia and Carlos Chavez

Jamie Chioco
Sandra Chunn
City of Round Rock 
     Arts and Culture
Deana Craighead
Creative Arts Center of Dallas
Creative Kids, El Paso
Annie Cullen
Cissy Davis
Gregory Davis
De Corazón Consulting 
Nancy Dedman
Ito Deutsch
Nina Di Leo
Nancy and Jack Dinerstein
Laura and Jesse Dominguez
Patsy Donosky
Kathleen and Daniel Dowdy
Eliza Duncan
East Texas Symphonic Band
Mindy Ellmer 
Sondra Eoff
Clayton Erikson
Catharine Faulconer
Wayne Fisher
Marnie Fitzgerald
Caroline Forgason
Karen Foster
Four Hands Home
Kari Fraser
Jefferson Frazier
Frost Bank
Dr. Kelley and Pat Frost
Gay and Lee William Gaddis
Susanne Galtney

Regan and William Gammon
Ruthie Gessinger
Giant Noise
Linda Gibbons
Lawrence Gill
Sandra and Bill Gilliland
Lukin Gilliland
Risa Ginther
Merrill Hafner
Daniel Hamermesh
Margaret Hancock
Marian Heaven
H-E-B
Sandra and Eric Heinold
Winell Herron
Margaret Hodge
Houston Ballet
Houston Endowment
Holly Huffines
Gayle Hunt
The Honorable Todd and   
     Alexis Hunter
Dan W. Jackson III and 
     M. Jeremy Guiberteau 
Jameen and Jon Jacoby
Linda Johnson
Renard Johnson and
     Caribe Devine
Shannon L. Johnson
Caroline Jones
Gene and Jerry Jones
Kathleen and Ben Keating
Dawn Kelley
Kathleen R. and Patrick Kennedy
Jeanne and Michael Klein
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L&F Distributors
Barbara Lake
Linda and Steve LaMantia
Mary Lamar and Gary 
     Leyendecker 
Eleanor and John Lemak
Kim Lewis
Judge Patty and 
     Randolph Lowdon
Lubbock Arts Alliance
Mansfield Commission 
     for the Arts
Elia Mares
Charlene Marsh
Nena Marsh
Marshall Regional Arts Council
Kimberly Martin
Suzanne Mathews
Karen and Charles Matthews 
Laura Matz
Carroll and Jack Maxon
Holly Mayer
Melody McCaig
Sharon and Mike McCullough
Kellen Kee McIntyre
Jan McKee
Vicki and John McLaughlin
Gwen Meharg
Mildred’s Umbrella Theater 
     Company
Anina Moore
Sara Morgan
Nancy and Jud Murray
Jack Musselman
Donna Neessen

Anne Nicholson
Guillermo Nicolas and 
     Jim Foster
Odessa Council for the Arts 
     & Humanities
Sharon and Lawrence   
     Oeschger
Janna Paulson
Margaret Payne
Peel Paulson Design Studio
Margot Perot
Pat and Don Plowman
Meg and Jay Propes
Jack Roberts
Judy and Kirk Robison
Rocketbuster Boot Co., USA
Dede Rogers 
Isha Rogers Santamaria
Karen Rove
Kristin Salyer
Kay and Douglas Sanford
Roxanne Schroeder-Arce
Tania and Scott Schwartz
The Honorable Kel and 
     Nancy Seliger
Carolyn and Marc Seriff
Sermoonjoy Foundation 
Darcy (DD) Sety
Billye Proctor Shaw and 
     L.G. Ray
Heidi Marquez Smith 
     and David Smith
Southwest Airlines 
Anna Marie and Elwyn Speir
Paulina Stagg
Steinway Piano Gallery 

     of Houston 
Susan Eisen Fine Jewelry 
     and Watches
T3
Mary and Rusty Tally
Teatro Dallas
Trisha Wilson and Jeb Terry
Texas 2036
Texas Book Festival
Texas Monthly
The Texas Tribune
Carla and Kelly Thompson
The Tobin Endowment
Darryl Tocker
Nelda Trevino
Charlotte Tripplehorn
The University of Texas 
     College of Fine Arts
Victoria Bach Festival
Leslie and Don Ward
Robin Ward
Ana Paula and Mark Watson
Carol Watson 
Andrea and Bill White
Pam and George Willeford
Teresa and Darrell Windham
Marie Wise
Carolyn and Tom Wittenbraker
Naga Yatham
Young Audiences, Inc.
     of Houston
Woody and Gayle Hunt 
     Family Foundation
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Economic Impact Data 
Research into the economic impact of the Arts and Culture 
Industry, Creative Sector Occupations, Core and Supporting 
Arts Industry, and Tourism was conducted for the Texas 
Cultural Trust by Travis James of TXP, Inc. The research 
utilized data sets from the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Economic 
Development and Tourism Division of the Office of the 
Governor, and D.K. Shifflet & Associates. The objectives of 
the research were to assess the statewide economic impact 
of the 37 industry sectors that comprise the Arts and Culture 
Industry, the 11,400 Arts and Culture Industry businesses 
throughout Texas that employ nearly 135,000 workers, and 
the impact of Arts and Culture travel and tourism dollars.

Arts Education Access Data 
Research on student access to the arts was conducted 
for the Texas Cultural Trust by MINDPOP researchers 
Dr. Brent Hasty and Dr. Cinda Christian. The study utilized 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) data from the 2018-2019 
school year for all schools in all districts across the state. 
In addition, public campus level data including student 
demographics was downloaded directly from the TEA 
website. Analyses of Variance (ANOVA) at the campus 
level were examined to ascertain the relationship between 
the community classifications (Urban, Suburban, Rural) 
and the four campus-level arts outcomes (Fine Arts Course 
Proportion, Fine Arts Course Enrollments, Fine Arts Teacher 
Staffing Full-Time Equivalents [FTE] Proportion, and Students 
per Fine Arts Teacher FTE). Because school structures and 
programs differ greatly by school level (i.e., elementary 
and secondary), analyses were also run separately for 
each level. In addition, analyses were also conducted by 
economic status (i.e., campuses with 50% or more students 
qualifying for free or reduced-price lunch and campuses 
with less than 50% qualifying). There were significant 
differences in each of the arts outcomes between schools 
in different community classifications overall, by level, and 
by economic status. Significance was measured against the 
predetermined p<.05 criterion, but nearly all relationships 
met the p<.001 standard. 

Texas Academic, Attendance, Graduation, 
and College Enrollment Data  
Research on Texas student success was conducted for the 
Texas Cultural Trust by MINDPOP researchers Dr. Brent 
Hasty and Dr. Cinda Christian in November 2014. The study 
utilized longitudinal statewide education data from The 
University of Texas at Austin’s Education Research Center 
(ERC), collected and analyzed in collaboration with Austin 
ISD and E3 Alliance, and focused on outcomes for middle and 
high school students based on their cumulative enrollment 
in arts courses over several years. Academic outcomes 
examined included school attendance, standardized 
test passing rates, graduation rates, and postsecondary 
enrollment. The cohorts included students registered 
between 2010–2011 and 2012–2013 (middle school), and 
between 2009–2010 and 2012–2013 (high school).  

Social and Emotional Learning 
Research on arts education and social and emotional 
learning was conducted for the Texas Cultural Trust by 
Dr. Robin A. Ward, a professor of mathematics, the 
director of curriculum integration for the Rice University 
School Mathematics Project, and former aerospace 
engineer. Dr. Ward conducted a literature review of 192 
sources, researching the topics of arts education, social 
and emotional learning, and academic outcomes.   

Health and Well-Being Data 
Research on arts in health was conducted for the Texas 
Cultural Trust by Dr. Barbara Steinhaus, chair of the 
music department at Brenau University in Gainesville, 
Georgia; professor of Applied Voice, Vocal Pedagogy, and 
Introduction to Arts in Health Care; and vice president of 
the National Organization for Arts in Health. Dr. Steinhaus 
conducted a literature review of 36 authoritative sources, 
due to their accuracy, currency, and use of evidence, to 
evaluate the topic of arts in health.

Texas Voter and Parent Survey 
Mike Baselice, of Baselice and Associates, Inc., oversaw the 
Texas Cultural Trust’s 2018 Texas Voter Survey, which was 
conducted August 13-21, 2018, among n=600 Texas voters 
to measure their attitudes about increased funding for 
arts education. The poll was conducted online and carries 
a margin of error of +/- 4.0 percentage points. The Texas 
Cultural Trust’s 2016 Texas Parent Survey was conducted 
September 20-30, 2016, and queried n=603 Texas parents 
to measure their attitudes about arts education. The poll was 
conducted online, and half of respondents (n=303 interviews) 
were in the Houston media market, with the other half (n=300) 
representing the rest of the state. Each of the 300 or 303 
responses carries a margin of error of +/- 5.7 percentage 
points. Respondents were required to have preschool or 
school-age children in order to qualify for the survey. 

Art Can Map   
January Advisors is a data science consulting firm that works 
with nonprofits and government agencies. They work on 
data and public policy projects in various fields, including 
housing, criminal justice, climate change, social services, and 
education. Jeff Reichman is the founder of January Advisors 
and is responsible for the data visualization in the Art Can 
Map found at ArtCanTexas.org.

 
Creative & Design
The 2021 Art Can branding campaign and State of the 
Arts Report were developed by Carlberg Branding and 
Advertising Agency in Houston, Texas. Photography and 
video were produced by director Kenneth Benitez in 
partnership with Carlberg.

The research referenced in this report was conducted by the 
Texas Cultural Trust and Art Can partners. 

Additional information for each section of the report can be found below.
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Report Sources 

The National Organization for Arts in Health (NOAH) 
commissioned a white paper, “Arts, Health, and Well-Being in 
America,” which was published in September 2017. Research for 
the white paper was conducted under the direction of J. Todd 
Frazier, who is president and one of the founders of NOAH and 
director of the Houston Methodist Center for Performing Arts 
Medicine, which sponsored the paper. The report provides an 
overview of the different artistic approaches to promoting health 
in common use today from the perspective of scholars and 
practitioners in the field. 

Information about the skill sets needed to power the 21st century 
workforce came from P21: Partnership for 21st Century Learning’s 
report “Framework for 21st Century Learning,” published in 2016. 
P21’s mission is to serve as a catalyst for 21st century learning by 
building collaborative partnerships among education, business, 
community, and government leaders so that all learners acquire 
the knowledge and skills they need to thrive in a world where 
change is constant and learning never stops. 

Information about students’ social and emotional learning came 
from the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts study 
“A View Into a Decade of Arts Integration,” published in the 
Journal for Learning Through the Arts in 2014. 
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