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OPINION
Addressing challenges of COVID-19

As of this writing, our nation is in the grips of a national health emer-
gency.

Making good decisions during this unprecedented time is a focus for my
family and me, as I'm sure it is for yours.

The same is true for your organization. Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) and
Affiliated Companies continue to closely monitor developments related to
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic.

TFB and Affiliated Companies have taken proactive steps to maintain a
safe workplace for all employees, members and contractors. We are com-
mitted to the continuity of our business operations and serving you and the
more than 529,000 other member-families.

Several actions to help with social distancing and to minimize the poten-
tial spread of the virus have been implemented. TFB and Affiliated Compa-
nies will continue to evaluate additional measures for COVID-19, as needed.

We appreciate the understanding of you and all of our member-families
and everyone associated with TFB and Affiliated Companies as we work
together to overcome these unique challenges.

On a broader scale, America’s farmers and ranchers are committed to doing all we can to help win
the fight against this pandemic and ensure the health, safety and prosperity of all Americans.

It is a national security issue.

While the food supply chain remains strong, several issues are being monitored and addressed to
maintain its strength. These include ensuring an adequate farm workforce, having clear response plans
for packing and processing plants and closely monitoring for market manipulation.

Your organization is vigilant in identifying and helping to address issues to protect our food supply
and ensure continued access to it.

Meat packing plants, dairy processors, ethanol plants and other processing facilities all play a vital
role in delivering the food and fuel Americans will continue to depend on.

Social distancing policies, which follow key health directives, could have a significant impact on the
processing plants that drive America’s supply chain. Additional impacts could include access to seed,
fertilizer and crop protection tools farmers need to grow a healthy crop.

Maintaining stable and fair markets is especially critical at times like these. Farm Bureau urged the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to work with the appropriate federal agencies to ensure U.S.
farmers are not unfairly disadvantaged during this unique period.

Farmers and ranchers are concerned about market manipulation, and Farm Bureau urged USDA
to monitor the situation to protect them, as well as consumers, from price manipulation. In the fresh
produce market, growers are concerned about possible dumping of products from other countries.

These are just a few examples of how your organization has responded to the national health emer-
gency.

There is a lot beyond our control and still unknown as we face this crisis together. For farmers and
ranchers, our mission hasn't changed. We are committed to rising every day to grow and harvest the
food, fiber and fuel we all depend on in this great nation.

Stay safe and take care of each other.

By Russell Boening
President
Texas Farm Bureau
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OPENING DOORS TO AGRICULTURE
TFB's new exhibit opens
the doors to Texas agriculture

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
Be an informed landowner
when dealing with eminent domain

SIGN UP FORYLC
Students canlearn about
government, money and more

2020 PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN
Snap a photo, and send it in to
our annual TFB photo contest

GOLDEN KERNELS OF TEXAS
You may think we're corny, but
we're all ears about these corn facts

FAMILY CELEBRATES HISTORIC WIN
One young TFB member wins grand
champion at Fort Worth Stock Show

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEACHERS
Get to the science of agriculture
with Texas Farm Bureau

JALAPENO POPPER CHEESECAKE
A cheesecake that's delicious
and sweet with a touch of heat

FARMING: THEN AND NOW
See how agriculture has
changed over the years

WE ARE TEXAS FARM BUREAU
See what's happening
at Texas Farm Bureau

FAST FACTS ABOUT AGRICULTURE
Get bite-sized facts about
U.S. and Texas agriculture

HAWKINS FFA HAS SWEET SUCCESS
Four FFA members are creating
quite a buzz around the country

RELIVE TEXAS HISTORY
Washington on the Brazos is
where Texas became Texas

RISING ABOVE
Young man overcomes
adversity and excels in football
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Texas Farm Bureau members
can place FREE online classified ads
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Farm Bureau members receive

Our valued partnership highlights
the great movement that we have
together, and how farming and
trucks have gone together for over
100 years.

BONUS
ASH

2020 FORD SUPER DUTY®

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP
888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

CUERO
WEBER MOTOR COMPANY
800-288-7033
www.webermotorcompany.com

DALHART
XIT FORD
866-775-5916
www.xitfordtrucks.com

Don’t miss out on this offer.

BUILT

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR
512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

KERRVILLE
KEN STOEPEL FORD
877-237-3673
www.stoepelford.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD
800-460-4171
www.hford.com

Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

[

PROUD

Tax O

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
866-407-9912
www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.
325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN
800-333-3810
www.wichitafallsford.net

TEXAS FARM BUREAU'

FARM BUREAUbBA\

ADVANTAGE

How We'’re Driving Change.

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby® GT350%/GT350R/GT500°,
Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT and F-150 Raptor. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase
eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from dealer by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or
see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37408.
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TFB opens doors
to agriculture
with new exhibit

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

Agriculture may seem like a mystery to
those who don't live on a farm or out in the
country.

But Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) is opening
the doors to agriculture through its new
exhibit, Doorways to Agriculture.

Behind each door is more information
about modern farms and ranches in Texas.

Planet Agriculture, TFB's former exhibit,
was a longtime fixture at fairs, stock shows
and other events, giving individuals from all
walks of life the opportunity to learn more
about Texas agriculture.

And while Planet Agriculture was well-
received, it was showing its age.

“Planet Agriculture had been our exhib-
it for many years, and it was in need of a
major update,” TFB Director of Urban Re-
lations Dakota Fleming said. “Doorways to
Agriculture is a new way to bring people in
and expose them to the diversity of Texas
agriculture. It's very interactive, andit’s just
a good way to show how so many things—
fireworks, tacos, office supplies, housing
materials—relate back to agriculture.”

The exhibit, which debuted at the Fort
Worth Stock Show and Rodeo, features
state-of-the-art touchscreen kiosks, over-
sized interactive “books” for children and a
theater screening videos produced by TFB
that feature a variety of Texas farmers and
ranchers.

A walk-through trailer full of displays and
games that encourage all ages to
learn more about where food,
fiber and more comes from is R

L A
also part of the exhibit.

“In the walk-through trailer, you can
walk inside and see how agriculture re-
lates back to your everyday life,” Fleming
said. “We have a large touchscreen where
visitors choose a door that opens into a
room in the average American house. So,
you may walk into the kitchen, bedroom or
another area of your house, and there's a
game to find ag-related products. And it's
not always what people think. There are
so many more household items that come
from agriculture than we often realize.”

5
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For example, corn is used in
more than 4,000 products—and
thelist is growing every day! Soda,
salad dressing, yogurt, ice cream
and more all contain corn prod-
ucts. It's alsc in cosmetics, tooth-
paste, soaps, deodorants, medi-
cine, bandages and diapers.

Doorways to Agriculture ex-
plores some of these uses, along
with other major Texas crops. The
trailer exhibit also touches on sail
science and offers up a virtual
“meeting” with real Texans in agri-
culture.

TEXAS NEIGHBORS | SPRING 2020

In addition to the major
attractions, there is a live a @
animal display where visitors
can see a variety of livestock,
such as pigs or goats.

The themeis meant to help
people understand
agriculture’s role in @
our everyday
lives, as wellasto
encourage youth
to consider careers in
agriculture or agriculture-
related industries.

And agricultural
careers are more
wide-ranging than
farming and ranching,
Fleming noted. There are a
variety of roles in agricultural
industries including salespeople,
scientists, statisticians,

Q

B
S

For more information and to
check if Doorways to Ag will be in
your area soon, visit https: /texas-
farmbureau.org/youth/ag-in-the-

community/.

educators, communications
experts and more.

“No matter which door you walk
through in your house, there will
be an item that's a product or by-
product of agriculture,” Fleming

said. “If you come '

into the exhibit,

you'll see all the

doors that you

can go through, and

you'll understand why it's
called Doorways to Agricul-
ture”

The exhibit will travel to upcom-
ing stock shows across Texas and
will make a stop this summer at
the 2020 Texas Restaurant Asso-
ciation Marketplace. Other public
events are currently being added
to the schedule.

6
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Landowners facing

eminent domain condemnation

have rights
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By Julie Tomascik
Editor

At the intersection of a growing
state and private property rights
lies an important issue—eminent
domain.

Landowners across Texas are
facing condemnation of their
property for pipelines, transmis-
sion lines, railroads and other in-
frastructure projects, both public
and private.

“We understand that infrastruc-
ture is needed and that the Lone
Star State is booming,” Texas Farm
Bureau (TFB) President Russell
Boening said. “We know that we
must have the means to move
people, goods and energy across
Texas, but private property own-
ers should be treated fairly when
forced to give up their property.”

TFB plans to help. The organi-
zation is launching a campaign
to provide property owners with
more information about the emi-
nent domain process.

“It'simportanttobe aninformed
landowner. Know your rights, and
know what those entities are al-
lowed to do,” Boening said. “You
are your strongest advocate for
your property and your rights.”

TFB published Eminent Domain
in Texas: A Landowner’s Guide to
help Texans better understand the
condemnation process, the laws
regarding eminent domain and
landowners’ rights.

“Eminent domain, takings,
condemnation—these words can
spark a wide range of emotions,”
Boening said. “You feel angry, con-
fused and even intimidated, and it
can be tough to know what deci-
sion to make.”

TFB worked with Tiffany Dow-

PIPELINE

BEFORE EXCAVATING OR IN EMERGENCY CALL

ell Lashmet, who is an associate
professor and Texas A&M Agril -
ife Extension specialist. Lashmet
focuses her work on legal issues
affecting Texas farmers, ranchers
and landowners on a variety of
topics, including agricultural leas-
es, water law, eminent domain,
easements and landowner liability.

The handbook details the rights
of property owners to just com-
pensation, including fair market
value based on the highest and
best use of the property, being
compensated for damages to re-

sources, project maps and news
stories on the organization’'s web-
site at www.texasfarmbureau.org/
eminentdomain.

As part of the campaign, the
website will be updated through-
out the year to keep landowners
informed.

TFB also plans to host meetings
across the state to help landown-
ers learn more about eminent do-
main and their rights.

“At each meeting, we'll have
eminent domain professionals and
our own TFB staff in attendance

TEXAS NEIGHBORS | SPRING 2020

ing dates, times and locations.
Details will also be made available
to county Farm Bureaus to help
share the information.

“We hope this handbook, the
meetings and additional resourc-
es we make available will empower
and educate landowners to better
protect their land, their operations
and their livelihood,” Boening said.

A database of companies that
have eminent domain authority is
available on the Texas Comptrol-
ler's website at www.comptroller.

texas.gov/transparency.

We know that we must have the means to move
people, goodsandenergy across Texas, but
private property owners should be treated
fairly when forced to give up their property.”

maining property and moving and
relocation expenses.

It covers the entire condemna-
tion process from the initial offer
to a final settlement for just com-
pensation.

Another important topic in the
handbook is the easement ne-
gotiation process. The easement
agreement between the land-
owner and the condemning entity
is critical, because it defines the
relationship between the two par-
ties for the use of the easement for
many years into the future.

The handbook also covers other
topics like right of entry permits
and selecting an attorney.

In addition to launching the
handbook, TFB has updated re-

Click the cover to get
your free copy of the
landowner’s guide.

Eminent Domain in Texas:
A Landowner’'s Guide

AGRILIFE 1»

1S
EXTENSION F"ﬁ‘é‘m

Tiftarry Dowell Lashmet, J.0.
Associaie Prcfisscr & Exkension Specist
Tenzms AMM AgriLie Exensicn

—TFB President Russell Boening

to discuss the eminent domain
process, projects in the area, land-
owners’ rights and much more,”
Boening said. “This is a chance for
all landowners, whether or not you
are currently facing condemna-
tion, to learn more and ask ques-
tions.”

The website will include meet-

To download a copy of the
eminent domain handbook, visit
www.texasfarmbureau.org/emi-
nentdomain.

Additional landowner resourc-
es, updates on eminent domain
meetings and more will be pub-
lished on TFB's website as they are
made available.

WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG
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By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

What sets great leaders apart from everyone else?

Through Texas Farm Bureau's (TFB) Youth Leadership
Conference (YLC), incoming high school juniors and se-
niors participate in a variety of activities to help answer
that question.

“YLC is one of our organization’'s most important events
each year, because during those three days, we just really
focus on the students and work with them to help them
reach their full potential,” Mia Balko, TFB director of Youth
Outreach, said. “It's an invaluable experience for the kids
who get to attend.”

The weeklong conference, set for June 8-12 at Tarleton
State University in Stephenville, focuses on the free en-
terprise system, constitutional government, patriotism,
goal-setting activities and leadership skills.

Through group projects and activities, students gain
a deeper understanding of these concepts and develop
personal skills that put them on the path to future success.

And it's fun.

Attendees experience life on a college campus, establish
lifelong friendships with other high school students from
around Texas and grow their self-confidence.

“We hear it from the students who've attended over and
over,” Balko said. “So many of them come back to us and
say 'YLC changed my life! | used to be so shy, but now I'm
not, or ‘Il used to be uncomfortable with public speaking,
but now | feel prepared and confident. And we watch it hap-
pen over that week. You can see them change throughout
the process. Without a doubt, YLC influences our youth to
become leaders in their chosen fields and throughout the
rest of their lives.”

High school students are selected by county Farm Bu-
reaus. Transportation, rooms, meals and a small tuition
fee are financed by the sponsoring county Farm Bureaus.

YLC attendance is the first step for students to par-
ticipate in the Free Enterprise Speech Contest, in which
students compete for scholarships.

YLC applications are now open on the TFB website.
Visit https://texasfarmbureau.org/youth/youth-oppor-
tunities/ and scroll down to Youth Leadership Conference.
Then, follow the directions to complete the application
process.

The deadline to apply is May 1.

Selected students will be notified by their county Farm
Bureau.

“I would absolutely recommend every student who's in-
terested to apply as soon as possible.” Balko said. “I'd like to
wish them all good luck and am looking forward to meeting
our next group of future leaders this summer!”
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From big to small. From farm to front yard.
As a Farm Bureau® member, you're eligible to save”

Let's Get Social

Connect with Texas Farm Bureau
@TexasFarmBureau

Platinum 2 savings for Farm Bureau® Members. I @ e

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau Members™* will
automatically receive Platinum 2 status. That means instant savings on a wide range
of John Deere products: from lawn tractors to skid steers, zero-turn mowers to utility
vehicles, and more! Plus you'll save money on Home & Workshop products and at
JohnDeereStore.com. To find out more on how you can turn your loyalty into savings,
go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

Rewards

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days an alid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leapin bol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

BUREAU"

GOLDTHWAITE
LAWSON IMPLEMENT COMPANY
800-548-7865
www.lawson-implement.com

HAMILTON
LAWSON IMPLEMENT COMPANY
800-658-6807
www.lawson-implement.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
www.mustangequipment.com

sWaterslight
RodentiRroof

\WESSELL}&
CONTAINERS'IN' TEXAS, NEW MEXICO
& OKLAHOMA.
CIAL & CONTAINERS.

LARRY SINGLEY
TOLL FREE: 866-992-9122
OR 817-992-9122
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It's time once again for the annual Texas
Farm Bureau photography contest, when you
or someone you know can share your best
pictures with the entire Lone Star State and
maybe even win a cash prize. The deadline
for photo submissions in the 2020 contest is
June 1. The contest is limited to members of
the Texas Farm Bureau and their immediate
families. Rural settings and rural lifestyles
are the preferred themes for all submissions,
and contestants are limited to one entry per
person. Four top winners will be selected and
published in the July edition of Texas Agricul-
ture and the summer edition of Texas Neigh-
bors. First place will be awarded a $250 cash
prize, second place will receive $200 and two
honorable mentions will receive $100 each.

WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG

As in years past, both digital and printed
photographs may be submitted. To enter,
follow these simple rules: Digital entries
should be e-mailed to photocontest@ txfb.
org. For publication purposes, photos must
be at least 1024 X 768 pixels or higher. Print
entries may be mailed to Photo Contest, TFB
Communications Division, P.O. Box 2689,
Waco, TX 76702-2689. A self-addressed,
stamped envelope needs to accompany
your print photo entry if you want your pho-
tograph returned. Include a brief description
regarding the entry, plus the participant’'s
name, address, telephone number and valid
Texas Farm Bureau membership number.
More information is available at https:/txfb.
us/ photocontest20.
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GOLDEN KERNELS
OF TEXAS

Ever wonder the process corn undergoes to make it on your dinner plate or in your gas tank?
Each year, Texas farmers plant and harvest millions of acres of corn to do just that and more!

Texas corn farmers:

1. Plant more than 2 million acres annually
2.Yield an average of 105 bushels per acre
3. Averaged more than 285 million bushels annually in the past 5 years

Planting and Harvesting Corn

Planting corn is a balance of ensuring the soil is warm enough to germinate the seeds, but not so early that
the young plants risk being damaged by frost. Depending on geographical location and climate, Texas farm-
ers typically begin planting corn as early as January and as late as June.

Corn typically takes about 120 days to reach maturity and be harvested. Similar to planting season, harvest season
varies by region and depends on weather conditions. Depending on geographical location, farmers typically begin
harvesting corn as early as July and as late as November in the state of Texas.

Corn Types
Field Corn Sweet Corn Specialty and White Corn

While driving down the highway Sweet cornis the Specialty and white corn are
and passing thousands of acres full-kerneled product that we typically grown for specific

of corn, chances are you're \[ all love to eat and see on the \ purposes. White corn contains
seeing field corn! Field, or dent, S shelves of our grocery stores. Q higher levels of starch, which
corn is the most widely grown N This cornis harvested before make it perfect to be used in corn
corninthe U.S. and makes up it reaches physical chips, tortillas and other popular
99% of corn production. Field maturity to retain the food products. Other types of
cornis harvested after the ear sweet flavor and juice. Out of specialty corn include:

reaches physical maturity. ,\S all corn produced in the U.S,, high-starch corn, high-oil corn,
Products such as livestock only 1% is made for human waxy corn, and high-lysine

feed, ethanol, plastics, consumption. corn—all of which are designed
cornstarch and many more are for certain uses.

made with field corn.

SRS

The many uses of corn One bushel of corn

There are more than 4,200 uses for corn! Corn may be in your can make

crayons, clothes, medicine or even your carpet.

1. Fireworks 11. Maedicine 38 boxes of cereal

2. Hand soap 12. Insulation 258 six-packs of soda

3. Carpet 13. Dusting products 33 Ibs. of sweetener

4, Wa.llpap_er 14. Vitamin carriers 2.8 gallons of ethanol

5. Nail polish 15. Ceramics 175 Ibs. of dried distill :
6 Cosmetics 16. Glue . s.of dried distillers grains
/. Bandages 17. Chalk

8. Cough syrups 18. Paint

O. Disinfectants 19. Linoleum

10. Antibiotics \ 20. Book binding

12
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Family celebrates
historic win at

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

On Valentine's Day in 2019, Texas Farm Bureau mem-
ber Ryder Day and his family selected a Hereford calf to
bring in from the pasture as Ryder’s steer project for the
upcoming 2020 stock show season.

“It was Valentine's Day, so we named him Cupid.
Then, whenever we were working with him, he'd sort of
move or shuffle around, so we started calling him Cupid
Shuffle,” Ryder said.

In late January 2020, Cupid Shuffle was named grand
champion steer in the junior show at the Fort Worth
Stock Show and Rodeo.

“It was the first time in a long time a Hereford won,
but it was the first time ever a polled [non-horned] Her-
eford ever won. So, it was really special to me and my
family,” Ryder said.

It was a special moment, in part, because the Day
family bred and raised the animal.

“We're multi-generational cattle raisers on both sides
of Ryder’s family,” his mom, Katie Jo, said. “We're really
proud of our show cattle herds and our Hereford herd,
in particular. And God has had this plan in motion for
years now. We can't even wrap our minds around His
plan. Looking back, it all makes sense.”

It began with Ryder’s dad, Rusty, after he was reserve
grand champion at the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo in 1991. Rusty used a portion of the winnings to
invest in a group of cows, which were the foundation
herd for what is now Day Show Cattle.

And Katie Jo's granddad, Sammy Yates, was one of
the pioneers of Texas livestock shows.

It's taken generations of dedication and hard work to
get from where his parents started to Cupid Shuffle, the
steer Ryder exhibited in Fort Worth.

“A lot goes into it. We've been taking care of this calf
since before he was born—father, mother, grandmoth-
er, all the other cattle. It doesn’'t come easy,” Ryder said.

When the judge slapped Cupid Shuffle on the rump,
signaling he was the grand champion winner, Ryder was
in disbelief.

“I thought when we came into the grand drive that |
had a good chance at reserve [grand champion], but |
never thought | would've actually won it,” he said. “Re-
ally, I was just happy to be out there and thinking this
was special and probably the only time that this will ever

Ryder Day’s great-grandfather, Sammy Yates, at the San
Antonio Stock Show Exposition.
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happen to me.”

Katie Jo couldn't stop smiling.

“l think | know how the Grinch felt when his heart
grew 10 times that day,” she said. “I just had so much
in my heart and mind...the pride for my husband and
father-in-law for all the hard work they putin 365 days a
year. Raising cattle is a job. | was so proud for Ryder, but |
caught myself looking at Rusty as much as | was looking
at Ryder in those moments.”

And while she wanted Ryder to enjoy his success, she
reminded him it wasn't just about this one moment and
one calf.

“I told Ryder before we even went to the show ring on
Friday there are so many people who have put all the
money they could and all the time they could into be-
ing in that ring,” she said. “But many of them don't ever
experience a win or make the sale, including your dad.
He never got to do what you're about to do and that's
walk out into the grand drive in Fort Worth. So, you go
out there and represent all those people.”

At the Sale of Champions auction the following day,
Cupid Shuffle sold for a record $300,000.

“Nothing can even go through my mind...it's too
much to think about really,” Ryder said after he walked
out of the sale ring.

In true big brother fashion, he said he was going to
split the money with younger brother Riggin.

“We'll use it to pay for college first. Then, me and my
brother will build a ranch just like my parents and my
grandparents,” he said as Riggin repeatedly hugged him.

The couple who purchased Cupid Shuffle, Gary and
Kathy Knox Buchholz, said they wanted to set a new
sale record because it had been a long time since a Her-
eford won.

And making the moment even more special was a
generational link between the two families.

In 1989, Katie Jo showed a Hereford steer at the Fort
Worth Stock Show that was bred by Kathy Knox Buch-
holz’ father, George “Tee"” Knox.

“Looking back, it all makes sense,” Katie Jo said.
“God works things according to His plan, and it's a
blessing when we get to experience the results. Day
Show Cattle's slogan is ‘Work Hard, Win Big, and we've
been breeding cattle for a long time now. So, it was just
great to see all that hard work pay off and see my son
win big.”

| 2

Ryder’s great-grandmother, Jane Pugh, showing a Hereford
calf.

TEXAS NEIGHBORS | SPRING 2020

ForT WORTH FORT WORTH
STOCK SHOW STOCK SHOW

«RODEO > — 00 =~ “RODEO > =i~

STOCK
RO

The Day family breeds and raises Hereford cattle, including the FWSSR Grand Champion
steer Cupid Shuffle, shown at top as a calf and bottom at FWSSR.
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Teacher
Professional
Development

K-12

Teachers

Teachers can apply for
TFB’s Summer Ag Institute

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

Teachers can grow their knowledge of agricul-
ture and learn to incorporate agricultural con-
cepts in their classroom with help from Texas
Farm Bureau (TFB).

The state’s largest farm and ranch organiza-
tion will host its annual Summer Agricultural In-
stitute (SAl) June 1-4 in Waco at the TFB Confer-
ence and Training Center.

Teachers from across the Lone Star State get
a first-hand look at agriculture through the pro-
fessional development event.

“A teacher can go to a professional develop-
ment workshop and sit in front of folks who are
lecturing and presenting

HRA
A

slideshows, but we actually take them out into
the field to see how farms and ranches oper-
ate,” TFB Director of Educational Outreach Jor-
dan Walker said. “They also learn how those
disciplines relate to science, social studies,
math and more.”

Regardless of the subject, agriculture has a
place in the classroom, Walker noted.

“The program gives teachers the tools to
help students explore every part of Texas agri-
culture,” she said. “Teachers can ask questions
and get more information to be better equipped
to bring agriculture to life in their classroom.”

Teachers get to see the agricultural concepts
demonstrated by educational professionals
through SAl. They'll also make connections
with farmers, ranchers and industry pro-
fessionals.

And there will be several opportunities

for teachers to get their hands dirty.
“It's wonderful because our

teachers get hands-on, in-the-field experi-
ence,” Walker said. “They can take that back
to their students fully understanding the con-
cept, because they've seen it in action. It's just
a unique view into agriculture that most people
don't get to see.”

Upon completion, teachers bring home ac-
tivity ideas, lesson plans and a wealth of re-
sources. Teachers also receive 36 hours of
continuing professional education credits as
authorized by the Texas Education Agency.

Any active K-12 teacher of any subject can
apply to attend.

The cost is $375 per person, which includes
lodging and some meals, but county Farm Bu-
reaus often offer sponsorships to cover the
costs for local teachers.

Applications are due April 17.

For more information and to register, visit

https:/texasfarmbureau.org/aitc or contact
Walker at 254-751-2569 or jwalkerl@txfb.org.
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Teachers will dig
iInto the science of ag

this summer

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas teachers will get to the science of
agriculture in Texas Farm Bureau (TFB)-
hosted workshops this summer. Held across
the state, the Summer Ag Academies offer
teachers practical experience in agricultur-
al-related concepts, and they can take home
resources for use in their classrooms.

“The Summer Ag Academies give teach-
ers an opportunity to learn how to incorpo-
rate agriculture through site visits, presenta-
tions from agricultural experts and access to
and knowledge about available resources,”
Jordan Walker, TFB director of Educational
Outreach, said.

The Summer Ag Academies are one- and
two-day professional development events to
immerse teachers into agriculture.

There is no cost to attend the academies.

Although the Summer Ag Academies will
focus on science, certified teachers of all
subject areas can benefit from the material
that is shared, Walker noted.

“Each event will be unique to focus on the
agricultural operations in the respective ar-

eas, but there will be a good mix of crops,
livestock and other agricultural topics,” she
said.

For more than 20 years, TFB has hosted
professional development events in the
summer to help Texas teachers make the
connection with agriculture through science,
providing them innovative techniques to in-
corporate the subject in their curriculum.

“This year, in an effort to give teachers a
more hands-on experience, they will take
field visits to various farms and ranches,’
Walker said.

The curriculum provided by TFB is aligned
with Texas teaching standards to help teach-
ers better incorporate material in the class-
room.

Teachers also receive continuing educa-
tional credits in addition to the resource ma-
terial.

“The Summer Ag Academies are free, pro-
vide resources and expertise for the teach-
ers to take back to the classroom and open
up networking opportunities with industry
experts and fellow teachers who are inter-
ested in or already incorporating agriculture

into the classroom,” Walker said.
Additional information and registration
details for the Summer Ag Academies are

available online at https://texasfarmbureau.

org/aitc.
For more information, contact Walker at

jwalkerl@txfb.org or 254-751-2569.

This year’s
Summer Ag Academies
will be held at the following
locations:
June 18 July 15
College Station | Lubbock
June 30 July 20-21
Denton New Braunfels
July 13-14 July 23
Fort Stockton Tyler
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ACHEESECAKEaA}U‘/

Delicious. Sweet. And a touch of heat.

114.4 oz. box graham crackers
6 eggs

6 strips of bacon

2 jalapenos seeded and diced

3 Ib. cream cheese softened

INGREDIENTS

1/2 Ib. butter melted
2 c. sugar divided

1 c. pecans

2 tbsp. lemon juice

2 tsp. vanilla extract

4
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INSTRUCTIONS

* Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

* Fry bacon until crisp and remove from the pan to cool.

» Cook diced jalapefios in bacon grease until tender.

* Move them to a lined plate to cool and remove excess grease.

* Combine graham crackers, pecans, one cup of sugar and four
strips of bacon in a food processor.

* Pulse the mixture until everything is broken down.

* Stir in the melted butter.

* Line the outside of a spring form pan with foil.

* Press the crust mixture to the pan sides and bottom.

* Combine the cream cheese and remaining sugar until smooth
in a large mixer.

« Stir in the lemon juice, vanilla and eggs.

* Stir in the cooked jalaperios.

* Pour the mixture into the crust.

* Place the lined and filled pan into a larger baking dish.

* Add water to the larger dish so it comes up about half way on
the pan creating a water bath.

* Bake in the bath for one hour.

* Once cooked let the cake cool completely.

» Cover and refrigerate overnight or for at least six hours.

* Before serving, top with the remaining bacon crumbles.
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TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN'T COST=IT PAYS!

From big to small. From farm to front yard.
As a Farm Bureau® member, you're eligible to save”

Platinum 2 savings for Farm Bureau® Members.

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau Members™ will
automatically receive Platinum 2 status. That means instant savings on a wide range
of John Deere products: from lawn tractors to skid steers, zero-turn mowers to utility
vehicles, and more! Plus you'll save money on Home & Workshop products and at
JohnDeereStore.com. To find out more on how you can turn your loyalty into savings,
go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

Rewards

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

@ JOHN DEERE
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_ FARMI

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

What was farming like 100 years ago?

Brutally hard work with little reward.
People ate what they grew and scratched
out a living the best they could.

Today, farming and ranching is still
tough work that includes early morn-
ings, late nights and long hours in be-
tween. But thanks to advances in sci-
ence and technology, agriculture has
made big strides in efficiency. A farmer
from 1910 who time-traveled to today
would be amazed at the changes.

Farmland values have increased. In
1910, the average value per acre in Texas
was $14.53. Adjusted for inflation, that's
$391.76 in today’s dollars.

What a deal! Land today sells for
an average of $2,280 in the Lone Star
State.

And horsepower had a different
meaning then. Although engine-pow-
ered tractors were available in the early
1900s, they were too expensive for most
farmers. The use of draft horses or oxen
remained a popular choice until 1945,
when tractors finally outpaced horse
power on American farms.

In 1910, it took about 40-50 hours of
labor to produce 100 bushels of wheat
on five acres.

Since the average Texas farm was 269
acres, that means a Texas wheat farmer
would have to putin atleast 2,100 hours

WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG

of labor to make around 5,380 bushels
of wheat.

Now, farmers can achieve yields of
more than 50 bushels per acre and can
grow 100 bushels of wheat in only three
hours of labor. That same 269-acre farm
might produce 13,450 bushels of wheat
today.

That's two-and-a-half times what a
farmer could grow in 1910!

Back then, one farmer could grow
enough food to feed around 10 people.
Today, one farmer can feed about 165
people. Now, that's what you call effi-
cient!

Developments in soil science, plant
breeding, insecticide and herbicide
manufacturing, GPS and so many more
disciplines help today's farmers and
ranchers do more with less.

But knowing or being related to a
farmer was more common a century
ago. Farmers made up 31 percent of the
workforce in the early 1900s. Today, less
than 2 percent of the U.S. population are
farmers.

Some long for the good old days of
farming 30 acres and a mule. That's all
well and good. But modern agriculture
is more productive and efficient.

American farmers are growing more
with less. And | look forward to the good
days still to come and of the great things
our farmers and ranchers will continue
to do.

In 1910, one farm could
feed 10 people.

Today, one U.S. farm
feeds 166 people.

In the early 1900s,
31% of the population
were farmers.
Today, less than

2% are farmers.

Today's farmers produce
270% more food

with fewer inputs
compared to 1950.
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LAWSON IMPLEMENT COMPANY
800-658-6807
lawson-implement.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

All prices are MWS-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. The actual listed guide bar
length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it s installed on. Check
out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. © 2020 STIHL

HS 45 FS 38 BG 50 MS 170
HEDGE TRIMMER TRIMMER HANDHELD BLOWER CHAIN SAW
$2999 $13995 $13995 $17995

18" blade 16" bart
3k Tk Sk —— T Tk Sk —— 3k kS —— . 8. 8.0.8.1
"Light and easy." "Great product, very reliable.” "Powerful and lightweight." "It starts easily and runs great.”
- DrQuinn - tolbert - Kevin2376 - Dick44

HAMILTON

STIHLDEALERS.COM

The soil on your farm or rnh is rich with nutrients and minerals...
AND underground pipelines.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies
who will be affected by the excavation. The company will respond to
your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE
service.

No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and Ranchers. No
matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or moving
heavy loads. Understanding what's below ground will help you DIG
SAFELY.

-ESTYLE

The people and places of the Lone Star State

e

Visit us online at
texasfarmbureau.org/lifestyle

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!
TEXAS FARM BUREAU
Common Ground Alliavr:ce KI N DER?MORGAN
www.commongroundalliance.com /
www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness
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SIS FARM BUREAU
le teacher grows agricultural literacy

A Moore County teacher who
has won multiple awards for her
dedication to agricultural literacy
and education has done it again.

Lori Garrett, the recipient of the
2017 Texas Farm Bureau (TFB)
Ag in the Classroom Outstand-
ing Teacher award, was recently
presented with a White-Reinhardt
Mini-Grant from the American
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agri-
culture.

“I'm thrilled,” Garrett said re-
cently in an interview with the
Texas Farm Bureau Radio Net-
work. “[This grant] gives me the
opportunity to pass information
on to kids who might not ever see
or might not make a connection
with agriculture unless we have a
hands-on opportunity.”

Garrett, who teaches pre-kin-
dergarten through fourth grade at
Cactus Elementary School in Du-
mas, has been an active participant
in many of TFB's educator oppor-
tunities, including TFB's Ag in the
Classroom, Summer Ag Institute
and Learning from the Ground Up

garden grant programs.

“Loriis an outstanding advocate
for agricultural literacy, and she
goes above and beyond to teach
her students about agriculture
and how it relates to their daily
lives,” Jordan Walker, TFB direc-
tor of Educational Outreach, said.
“Lori’s dedication to her students,
science and agricultural literacy
are evident in every conversation
I've ever had with her. It's an honor
for a Texas teacher to receive this
grant, because it supports the ef-
forts of our teachers to continue
telling agriculture's story in the
classroom.”

This is the second year Garrett
has received a White-Reinhardt
Mini-Grant.

She plans to use funds from
the grant to expand the school
garden program that she has su-
pervised for the past five years.

Garrett and her students have
incorporated produce grown in
the garden into food packages
delivered through a community
outreach program. The recipients

are enthusiastic
about  receiv-
ing fresh pro-
duce instead of
solely  canned
and packaged
goods, accord-
ing to Garrett.

In addition to
the grant funds,
a new partner-
ship  between
the school and
Cactus  Naza-
rene Church will
provide greater
reach and additional resources.

“We're going to install mini
aquaponics systems in our lab to
grow herbs,” she said. “We plan
to buy some automatic watering
systems for our outdoor raised
beds because, being in the Texas
Panhandle, one of the biggest
things that we deal with is lack of
moisture. So, the kids are helping
me measure and calculate what
we need to put those systems in,
and they’ll be helping to install

those and also utilizing our green-
house more.”

And as agricultural literacy
continues to grow in the class-
rooms of Dumas ISD, so do Gar-
rett's plans.

“The horizons keep expanding,
and | keep finding more and more
opportunities to implement ag-
riculture in our school,” she said.
“It's been fun for me. It's great
for the kids and hopefully fun for
them, too.”

Book aims to help children learn about agriculture

The American Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture pre-
sented its 13th “Book of the Year”
award to Peggy Thomas for Full
of Beans: Henry Ford Grows a Car.
The book describes Henry Ford's
drive to incorporate soybeans into
every part of his life.

After the Great Depression, the
famous carmaker and business-
man wanted to support farmers.

Researching ways to use farm-
ers’ crops at his Ford Motor Com-
pany, Ford and his team discovered
that the soybean was the perfect
answer. Soon, Ford's cars con-
tained many soybean plastic parts.

His commitment to soybean
farmers didn't stop there though.
Ford not only ate soybeans, he
wore clothes made of soybean
fabric, as well.
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Thomas lives with her husband
and two children in Middleport,
New York. She is the award-win-
ning author of several non-fiction
and fiction books for children, in-
cluding Thomas Jefferson Grows a
Nation and Farmer George Plants
a Nation.

“It's a great honor to have Full of
Beans recognized by the Founda-
tion. This book has come full circle
from an idea shared with me at an
agricultural conference five years
ago to this award,” Thomas said.
“Writing about our agricultural his-
tory has truly been a privilege. It is
an important part of American his-
tory, and without the Foundation’'s
continued advocacy in children’s
literature, publishers would not be
aware of the need for these sto-
ries, and children would not read

them. For that,  am
forever grateful.”
The Book of the
Year award springs
from the Founda- ¥
tion’s effort to iden-
tify “Accurate Ag
Books,” a collection V"
of nearly 500 books
for children, teenag-
ers and adults that
accurately  cover
agricultural topics.
Book of the Year selections are
educational, help to create posi-
tive public perceptions about ag-
riculture, inspire readers to learn
more and touch their readers’ lives
as well as tell the farmer's story.

3

Click here to access the Accurate

Ag Books database.
To accompany Full of Beans, the

Foundation has created an educa-
tor's guide.

In honor of Thomas' award and
Austin, the host city of the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation’s
101st Annual Convention, the
Foundation donated 100 books
and a $1,000 agricultural literacy

grant to the Austin Public Library.
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focus on sustainability

Farmers and ranchers have a
strong story to tell regarding sus-
tainability and climate-friendly
practices, according to Texas
Farm Bureau (TFB) President
Russell Boening.

“Agriculture is part of the foun-
dation of sustainability,” he said.
“We are producing 270 percent
more with the same amount of
inputs compared to 50 years ago.
That's all tied to innovative prac-
tices and efforts farmers and
ranchers have implemented.”

According to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), U.S.
agriculture combined accounts
for only 9 percent of U.S. green-
house gas emissions. Other sec-
tors—including commercial and
residential, industry, transporta-
tion and electricity—make up the
remaining 91 percent of emis-
sions in the U.S.

Texas farmers and ranchers
implement sustainable practices
in many ways, helping to minimize
their impact on the environment.

“Farmers and ranchers have
embraced and implemented in-
novative technologies that re-
duce emissions and increase ef-
ficiency. Agriculture is eager to
be part of the solution,” Boening
said. “As farmers, we play a lead-
ing role in promoting soil health,
enhancing wildlife habitat and
conserving water and natural
resources as we grow our crops
and raise livestock.”

Boening noted farmers are
leading the way by reducing their
relatively small footprint through

management practices that se-
qguester carbon dioxide, such as
no-till farming, planting cover
crops and other practices that
trap excess carbon.

It's important, Boening said,
for farmers and ranchers to be
part of the sustainability conver-
sation.

“We care for the land, livestock
and wildlife. We care about our
natural resources, and we want
to pass our farms and ranches
on to the next generation,” he
said. “To keep modern agricul-
ture sustainable, we have to
make a living. But when growing
food gets political, it gets tough.
We need to continue unleashing
innovations through agricultural
research, while also making sure
policy isn't enacted that would
harm agriculture.”

Texas farmers and ranchers
work to be environmentally and
economically sustainable. Agri-
cultural research and voluntary
stewardship investments and
practices, some of which are out-
lined in the farm bill, have helped
farmers strengthen their stew-
ardship efforts.

To share and promote agricul-
ture’'s sustainable practices, the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, along with other agricultural
organizations, created a coali-
tion—Farmers for a Sustainable
Future. The coalition aims to
provide a voice for farmers and
ranchers in the discussion about
climate-smart farming and cli-
mate policy.
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Texas Farm Bureau

Radio Network

No. 1 Agriculture News Network in Texas.

The stories that matter. The network you trust.
Thank you for making the Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network the number
one and most listened to agricultural news radio network in Texas.

Farmer Radio Listening Study for all Texas counties surveyed.

City
Abilene
Ballinger
Big Spring
Big Spring
Cameron
Canton
Carthage
Carthage
Center
Childress
Comanche
Comanche
Corpus Christi
Corpus Christi
Corsicana
Crockett
Crockett
Dalhart
Dalhart
Dimmitt
Eastland

El Campo

El Campo
Greenville
Greenville
Hamilton
Henderson
Hillsboro
Hondo
Junction
Kerrville

.

1280
1400
1490
95.7
1051
1510
1590
104.3
930
96.1
1550
94.3
1360
9291
1340
1290
927
1240
94.5
100.5
977
1390
106.7
1400
935
900
1470
1560
1460
935
923

Frequency Call Letters

KSLI AM
KRUN AM
KBST AM
KBST FM
KMIL FM
KWJB AM
KGAS AM
KGAS FM
KDET AM
KCTX FM
KCOM AM
KYOX FM
KKTX
KRYS FM
KAND AM
KIVY AM
KIVY FM
KXIT AM
KXIT FM
KNNK  FM
KATX FM
KULP AM
KULP FM
KGVL AM
KIKT FM
KCLW AM
KWRD AM
KHBR AM
KCWM AM
KYKK FM
KRNH FM

AM

City
La Grange
La Grange
Lamesa
Lampasas
Lampasas
Madisonville
Madisonville
Marshall
Marshall
Mason

Paris
Perryton
Post
Quanah
Ranger
Rockdale
San Angelo

San Antonio

San Augustine

Seguin
Seymour

Seymour

Sulphur Springs

Sweetwater
Sweetwater
Temple
Tyler

Tyler
Victoria

Wichita Falls

1049 KBUK FM
1570 KVLG AM
690 KPET AM
1019 KACQ FM
1450 KCYL AM
1220 KMVL AM
1005 KMVL FM
1039 KMHT FM
1450 KMHT AM
1025 KHLB FM
939 KOYN FM
1400 KEYE AM
1073 KSSL FM
1150 KOLJ AM
98.5 KWBY FM
985 KRXT FM
960 KGKL AM
680 KKYX AM
925 KDET FM
1580 KWED AM
1230 KSEY AM
94.3 KSEY FM
1230 KSST AM
1240 KX0X AM
96.7 KXOX FM
1400 KTEM AM
1041 KKUS FM
1057 KYKX FM
1079 KIXS FM
1290 KWES AM
. 8
-
TEXAS
BUREAU'
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Fast Facts about - 4

U.S. Agriculture ..

Total U.S. %'t\’"‘/ //*

cornyield has

. America’s farmers produce about

965 billion pounds of grain, increased by
:3nd|Udmg corr;l, Wheit, oats, rlhce, nearly 360%
elties e el s g, B2 jeelr. since 1950.

25% of all farmers are beginning About 11% of

farmers (in business less than 10 U.S. farmers are

years). Their average age is 46. serving or have N
served in the military.

@ Independence Day is the top food holiday in
e — the U.S. On this day, Americans spend
% $6.9 billion on July 4th cookouts each year.

One U.S. farm feeds
166 people each year.

Americans throw In 2018, $139.6 billion worth of More than half of
away an estimated American agricultural products were  America’s farmers
25% of the amQe exported around the world. The intentionally provide

fqod they United States sells more food habitat for wildlife

bring home and fiber to world markets Deer. moose, fow! and other

every month. thap we import, creating a positive species have shown significant

agricultural trade balance. population increases for decades.

Cattle and calves, corn, Many Americans celebrate One day'’s production for a

and soybeans are the holidays with food, spending a high-producing dairy cow yields

top 3 U.S. farm products. total of nearly $14 billion 4.8 pounds of butter or 8.7
each year. gallons of ice cream or 10.5

pounds of cheese.

Women make up 36% of the
total number of U.S. farm
operators, and 56%b of all
farms have at least one
female decision-maker.
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\BUILDING SUPPLY*®
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PROTECT YOUR LIVESTO

Enre

$1699
Double Barbed
Fence Staples

[STAY 3 TUFF|

(06049078)

- 1-1/2"

- 8 Gauge

- Class 3 Galvanized
- 101b

Cattle-Tuff Fence
(949-12-330)

[STAY [ TUFF]
(06049009)

- Stronger than typical bull wire

- Class 3 Galvanized

- Hi-Tensile 12.5 Gauge wire

- 20 Year Manufacturers Warranty

X
$1999

Long Crimp Sleeves

[STAY §§ TUFF]
(06049106)

- 100 per jar

- Aircraft grade aluminum to
prevent corrosion

- Splices 12-16 gauge wire

Hog-Tuff Fence
(735-6-330')

[STAY [ TUFF]
(06049021)

- Designed for both wild
& domestic hogs
- Class 3 Galvanized
- Hi-Tensile 12.5 Gauge wire
- 20 Year Manufacturers Warranty
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PRICES GOOD
4/1/20 - 4/30/20

CK wilh, THE RIGHT FENCING

[ESw
$3799

High-Tensile
Fixed Knot Fence

[STAY[gj TUFF]
(06049060)

-+ 15.5 Gauge, Class 3 galvanized

- 1,320' Roll

- Extra-sharp 2 point barbs

- 20 Year Manufacturers Warranty

Horse-Tuff Fence
(16-61-3-200")

[STAY 3 TUFF]
(06049028)

- Specially designed for horses

- Class 3 Galvanized

- 3"x 3" spacing on bottom 18"

- Hi-Tensile 12.5 Gauge wire

- 20 Year Manufacturers Warranty

11T

- 50%" Height

Tuf-Mac® Farm Gates
MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR MCCOY'S BY
Prigfert
(06020100,02,04,06,08,10,12)

- Available in 7 sizes from 4’ to 16’
- Attractive 1-5/8" tubular steel

- One piece drilled stay

- Hardware included

- Powder coated forest green

Tuf-Mac® Wire Filled

Farm Gates

8
S ERAND e 1 (1| |
1 1T

- b0%" Height
- Available in 7 sizes from 4’ to 16’
- Attractive 1-5/8" tubular steel

MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR MCCOY'S BY

nnnnnnnnn

(06020124,26,28,30,32,34,36)

- 8 Gauge 2" x 4" wire
- Hardware included
- Powder coated forest green

Quotes, Questions or Comments? Contact Cliff Mulanax at cmulanax@mccoys.com or visit mccoys.com/farmandranch

~=2 Product Made in the USA. Please check stores for availability. Product may vary from photo.
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HAVWKINS FFA

apiary business creates national buzz

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

The all-female FFA ag mechan-
ics team at Hawkins High School is
savoring sweet success after win-
ning reserve champion in show-
manship at the 2019 Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo, as well
as being featured on NBC's Today
Show.

Their successful beekeeping
and honey production business
grew from a creative partnership
with a national company.

A bee problem

Nestlé Waters North America’s
Ozarka® bottling facility located
just outside of Hawkins had a
bee problem. Bees were swarm-
ing near the loading docks on the
nearly 3,000-acre property.

Their solution? Working with
Hawkins FFA to relocate the bees
and provide a learning opportunity
for students.

“Nestlé is always looking for
ways to create shared value with
partners in the community,” Cher-

yl Conway, quality assurance man-
ager, said. “We sponsor scholar-
ships, all kinds of things, and this
was a perfect partnership with
Hawkins High School.”

Byrd and the queen bees

When Hawkins agricultural sci-
ence teacher Matt Byrd received a
phone call from Conaway explain-
ing her idea, he recognized the
unique opportunity to reach more
students. He sought advice from
a local beekeeper, and the project
was born.

As part of the project, the stu-
dents designed and built a beehive
to enter in the agricultural me-
chanics competition at the Hous-
ton Livestock Show and Rodeo.

Nestlé provided monetary do-
nations for shop equipment to
build the boxes and purchased
protective suits and beekeeping
equipment for the girls.

With that, the 4G Honey Team
was established.

Brook Goddard, Jessica Hen-
neous, Rachel Parish and Mack-

enzie Rutherford were the four
students on the team. They con-
structed new homes for the itiner-
ant colony, hoping to get at least
one constructed in time for the
Houston Livestock Show and Ro-
deo Junior Agricultural Mechanics
contest.

Their hive design was sub-
mitted to the livestock handling
equipment division, where the
girls competed against teams who
had built equipment like squeeze
chutes, gates, panels, feeders and
other more traditional livestock
handling equipment.

Building the boxes was an edu-
cational experience.

“It's a lot of trial and error, espe-
cially with Eastern red cedar. It's a
very soft wood, and the knots in it
makes it crack easily,” Goddard, a
junior at Hawkins High, said.

The Eastern red cedar lumber
makes ideal beehives, because
it has some inherent moth- and
mite-repellant properties, God-
dard explained. But some of the
girls had never even held a power
tool or tried to build something
from wood before.

The girls persevered, and soon
established an apiary on the
Nestlé property.

Their plan worked. The bees va-
cated the plant and moved into the
students’ beehives.

The students, now novice bee-
keepers, continued to care for the
colonies, learning from a local bee-
keeper about the basics of honey
production.

And then it was time for the
Houston Stock Show.

The taste of sweet success

Despite the abundance of large-
scale cattle handling pieces on
display, Byrd knew the 4G Honey
Team would still create some buzz.

“They have a showmanship di-
vision, and in showmanship, it's
based on how well the students
know their project,” he said. “It's
judged on how well they've got the
bill of materials down, their project
design and how well it's presented.
It's a marathon. They're talking to
people all day long. There are judg-
es coming through all day, and they
have to be on their toes at all times
and really work at that angle.”

Each student could explain the
beehives’ construction and func-
tionality.

On the last day of the agricul-
tural mechanics show, the awards
ceremony was held. And the girls




had their first taste of sweet suc-
cess when they were named re-
serve grand champions in the
showmanship category out of 500
schools.

They won $8,000 in prizes and
equipment at the competition. Af-
ter their victory, the girls planned
to return to Hawkins and get
back to the business of balancing
schoolwork, tending bees and col-
lecting honey.

But the word was out about
their unique project.

In the spotlight

Today Show producers visited
Hawkins and produced an initial
segment. They returned in early
December to report live from the
Hawkins High School gym.

“I think that was a highlight for
our community and school district
to be put in the spotlight, to have
everyone here early that morning
supporting our girls and our pro-
gram,” Byrd said.

The Nestlé leadership team pro-
vided $5,000 scholarships for each
of the girls, as well as a $10,000
grant to Hawkins FFA to help con-
tinue and grow the project.

The Texas Department of Agri-
culture also presented the students
with certificates of achievement
recognizing their contributions to
Texas agriculture.

The Tyler Morning Telegraph
extensively documented the girls’
journey, and the students have
since presented to many local
groups, gaining confidence and
skills along the way.

Harvesting the rewards

Byrd knew his students would
succeed. And while he's proud of
their achievement at the show,
he's even more proud of their char-

&

acter development and growth.

The girls say they owe it all to
FFA.

“FFA is a very diverse organiza-
tion,” Henneous said. “Not very
many people get the chance to be
able to get a huge sponsorship like
we have and build a bee apiary, but
it'sbeenalot of funandit's areally
great experience.”

FFA teaches youth about more
than just agriculture, Parish noted,
and the lessons she'’s learned will
carry her far.

“I would say before | was brought
into FFA and introduced to this proj-
ect, | was more on the quiet side of
things,” Parish said. “But after this
project, I've opened up a little bit.
We've done a lot of presentations
and interviews that have definitely
helped with our leadership skills
and speaking ability.”

Entrepreneurship, time manage-
ment, leadership and teamwork
are some of the skills Rutherford
said she gained from the experi-
ence.

“We didn't just learn beekeeping.
We learned how to take care of a
kitchen, because the kitchen is our
honey headquarters,” Rutherford
said. “In the kitchen, we learned
how to run a company, balance
school and be beekeepers.”

They couldn’t have done it with-
out their teacher, the girls noted.

“Mr. Byrd has been outstand-
ing," Goddard said. “He's led us
through everything, and he's the
reason we're where we're at today.
He's given us a lot of confidence
and really helped us a lot.”

It's been a sweet success led by
an un-bee-lievable partnership be-
tween a national company and a
youth organization.
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A NEW WORLD DEMANDS NEW HOLLAND.

The T4 is versatile enough to meet challenges head on, or from any other angle.
With an array of attachments, it can handle everything from small chores to
heavy-duty tasks. The exclusive VisionView™ cab provides climate-controlled
comfort and improved visibility for working in any conditions. This farmhand of
the future packs large tractor power in a small tractor body, making it a reliable
workhorse for years to come. Learn more at EquippedForANewWorld.com

3%
3% NEW HOLLAND
AGRICULTURE
EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD"™

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND EQUIP. INC
800-717-3157
www.collinstractorandequipment.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.
361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

©2017 CNH Indistrial America LLC. All rights reserved. “New Holland” is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.
“Equipped For A New World™ is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

TEXAS
FARM
BUREAU"

TFB

Create a MyTFB account to
« Access your membership
« Search member benefits
« Manage email preferences

« And more!

my.texasfarmbureau.org

#_  Download on the

GET ITON
» Google Play

- App Store
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INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW
FPAN G E I D5 ==

THE FAVORITE WORKHORSE FOR FARMERS AND RANCHERS

With over one-hundred owner-inspired improvements, the all-new RANGER XP® 1000 sets the new standard
for what a utility side-by-side can do. Its modern, rugged design, next-level in-cab comfort, and industry-
leading towing and ground clearance make the Hardest Working, Smoothest Riding® RANGER® ever built.
Visit your local dealer today to learn more.

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

EDINBURG
AMIGO POWER EQUIPMENT
800-383-6289
www.amigopowerequip.com

WARNING: The Polaris RANGER® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a

valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers should always wear helmets, eye protection,

and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding

and alcohol/drugs don't mix. Al drivers should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764

FoLLOWUS: £ @ I8 foradditional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. Polaris® is a registered
trademark of Polaris Industries Inc. ©2017 Polaris Industries Inc.

G POLARIS

LEARN MORE AT:

RANGERXP1000.COM

WATSON RANCH
ORGANIC FERTILIZER

AND SOIL AMENDMENTS

* Nitrogen

e Fish

e Seaweed

* Black Strap Molasses
* Numerous Sale ltems

903-466-4779 903-569-8793
817-291-7471 903-824-4727
903-692-0009 903-925-3818
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Exclusive Farm Bureau Member Discount

Farm Bureaur See us today! Offer ends June 30, 2020.

0/0 FINANCING

AVAILABLE’ o

DISCOUNT™

= $30

ON NEW FARMALL® COMPACT A SERIES TRACTORS.

Case IH Farmall compact 35A and 40A tractors are rugged, reliable machines that tackle tough
chores — from loading and mowing to rotary cutting and clearing snow. But they won’t bust your
budget — plain and simple. They feature simple operation and a roomy operator area with great
visibility for every task on your list.

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a
cash discount - from $300 to $500
- when purchasing qualifying Case IH
equipment from participating dealerships.

Print your certificate today!
Visit www.texasfarmbureau.org

* For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating Case [H dealer for details and eligibility
requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through 6/30/2020 at participating Case IH dealers in the United States. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or
term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. Offer subject to change
or cancellation without notice.

** (ffer available through 6/30/2020. Available on new Case IH Farmall compact A series tractors. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau®
Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained at www.texasfarmbureau.org. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states.
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.
6-Year Extended Warranty. Case IH has your back with a FREE 6-year extended warranty that includes 2 years of base coverage plus an additional 4 years of extended coverage on specific
components for compact Farmall A and C series Il non-CVT tractors. Ask us for details.

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH Industrial America LLC under license from the American
Farm Bureau Federation.

©2020 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed
to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

CNH oo CASE Hi
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ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY
CENTER
800-588-7100
www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
800-514-9381
www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.

830-584-1576
www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-293-4116

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
956-689-2137
www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.

361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.
806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.
903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.

512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com

28

WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG




TEXAS NEIGHBORS | SPRING 2020

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

On March 1, 1836, a group of
Texians were under siege at a
mission in San Antonio, fighting
bravely to retain control of the
fort.

Meanwhile, 167 miles away, an-
other group of Texians were gath-
ered in the small town of Wash-
ington, huddled inside a small,
unfinished wooden building along
the banks of the Brazos River. The
59 menthere, weary of the central-
ist Mexican government’s infringe-
ment upon their citizenship rights,
fought not by gun, but by pen.

After the Convention of 1836
was called to order, the president
of the convention appointed a
committee to draft a document
formally declaring independence
from Mexican rule. The next day,
the Texas Declaration of Indepen-
dence was presented to the rest
of the delegates, and with their
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signatures, the Republic of Texas
was born.

Sadly, the town of Washington
didn’'t withstand the tests of time.
Railroads were built, bypassing
the once bustling riverport, and
the town gradually receded into
the annals of history.

Today, Washington on the Bra-
zos is a State of Texas Historic
Site overseen by the Texas His-
torical Commission.

“Texans are proud of our heri-
tage and the place we call home.
We're very, very proud to be able
to protect the place where Texas
was born,” Jon Failor, complex
manager of Washington on the
Brazos State Historic Site, said.
“This is a place that not only
changed Texas but changed the
United States and the world.”

Located on 293 acres, the site
gives visitors a chance to experi-
ence Texas through the lens of
the late 1800s. Independence

Hall, Barrington Plantation, the
Star of the Republic Museum and
an informative visitor center offer
a look at what life was like for the
people fighting to establish Texas
as a nation and eventually, the
28th state.

But what really makes Wash-
ington on the Brazos unique is the
way the information is presented:
through living history and the use
of interpreters.

“Aninterpreter is the bridge be-
tween the museum visitor or the
living history visitor and the sto-
ry that the site is sharing,” Failor
said. “We interpret the language
of the past.”

Every third Saturday of the
month, the historical site has
“Living History Saturday.” Formal
guided tours of Independence
Hall are suspended, and staff and
volunteers don period clothing
of the 1830s, bringing the hall to
life and talking about different as-

the birthplace of Texas

pects of the town in the Texas Re-
public period.

Over at Barrington Plantation,
formerly the Barrington Living
History Farm, it's always set in the
past.

“Barrington farm is the home of
Dr.AnsonJones, the last president
of the Republic of Texas,” Failor
said. “He named it Barrington be-
cause that's where he was from:
Great Barrington, Massachusetts.
It's not just a historic site where
you tour a historic house. What
we try to do there is recreate day-
to-day life as best we can, based
on his personal writings, journals
and farm records and really give
people a glimpse into 19th Cen-
tury Texas. The history of Texas
is agriculture, so it's a unique op-
portunity for visitors to come see
and engage with staff dressed in
period clothing and carrying out
living history activities.”

Agriculture was the basis of the
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new republic's economy. Cotton
and corn were the two most signif-
icant crops grown during the early
republic and statehood periods.

“Alot of times today, people are
so separated from their agricul-
tural history, but you and |, we de-
scended from farmers,” he said.
“We may not work as farmers to-
day, but farmingis in our heritage,
and what we believe at Barrington
farmis that it's really important to
continue to connect people back
to those farming roots.”

Interpreters are fully immersed
in daily life on a farm in the 1850s.
They grow cotton, corn and other
crops using only the cultivation
methods available at that time.
Draft animals are used for plow-
ing and hauling materials.

“We always like to say, if you live
here and you work here, you're go-
ing to have to provide something
for the farm,” Failor said. “We raise
piglets, and those piglets are used
for our butchering demonstration
programs because that was their
role on the farm. Chickens give us
eggs and meat. Draft animals give
us work. And we know that histor-
ically, once an ox reached about

the age of 10 and passed service-
able working years, they became
table food, because they could
serve the family far beyond their
years in the field. So that's what
we do here.”

Working on the grounds is an
experience like no other.

“It'salittle bitdifferenttowearan
atypical uniform,” Ben Baumgart-
ner, lead agricultural interpreter
at Barrington Plantation, said. “In
the summer, | walk outside with
long trousers, a long-sleeve linen
shirt, a waistcoat, a neck kerchief
and a summer coat. Not only am
| trying to recreate the image that
you would see, but it also gives you
a chance to talk about why they
wore those things. Socially, we
know people wore more clothes,
but also functionally. This was
before sunscreen and things like
that. So, I'm wearing long sleeves
and broad-brimmed hats to keep
the sun off in the summertime
but also to protect my arms, my
legs from the brush going through
working in the fields.”

While Baumgartner oversees
the fields, animals, fencing and
various outbuildings of the prop-

erty, Barb King is the lead domes-
tic interpreter. She is responsible
for recreating the daily life of a
household in that era, which typi-
cally included larger families.

“Dr. Anson Jones lived here
with his wife, their four children,
their four adopted children and
his sister, so that's 11 people,
King said. “Our houses have got-
ten bigger, and our families have
gotten smaller. The idea of pri-
vacy is just an entirely different
thing between 1850 and today.”

King and other interpreters per-
form a variety of everyday house-
hold tasks, such as caring for the
chickens and vegetable garden,
keeping house, smoking and curing
meat, canning and preserving veg-
etables, making clothing and more.

On weekends, they focus on
specific tasks relevant to the sea-
son. On a fall weekend, visitors
may see King and others dipping
candles for the upcoming winter
or using dried corn husks from
the harvest to make rudimen-
tary brooms. Spring and sum-
mer bring many opportunities for
preserving vegetables and fruit
in preparation for the leaner win-
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ter months, when fresh produce
wasn't readily available.

“| love teaching history to peo-
ple and making it relevant. Espe-
cially with kids, when they learn
a lot of history, they don't learn it
in a way that it really sticks with
them,” she said. “But when you
come out to a site like this, we
hope we give them tactile memo-
ries, as well, because they'll smell
the smoke. They'll hear the ani-
mals. They'll see a very different
view than what they see at home
today.”

There's something for every-
one at Washington on the Brazos.
Failor said it holds a special place
in the heart of Texans.

“Washington on the Brazos is
the site where the world changed
forever,” Failor said. “There are
only two places in this whole
country that you can stand and
say, ‘Here, a nation was born. One
of them is in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, and the other one is in
Washington, Texas.”

For more information on Wash-
ington on the Brazos Historical

Site, visit http://wheretexasbe-
cametexas.org/.
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By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

It's an early spring morning
in rural East Texas. The grass is
green, the birds are singing, and
the overcast sky promises rain.
Cagan Baldree stands on the back
porch, surveying the rolling pas-
ture and pine trees beyond.

“The property we're on is where
| was raised. My family roots run
very, very deep right here in this
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spot,” he said.

Cagan’'s dad, Cody, was raised
in the same house. Cagan's grand-
mother still lives on the property a
short half mile away.

Cody transitioned out of the
dairy business into growing hay
and raising beef cattle in the early
'90s. He married Shannon Pen-
nington in 1996, and together they
had Cagan, Callahan and Caroline.

Cagan has fond memories of

helping his dad and playing with
his siblings on the farm.

“We did everything together—
just riding around with my dad,
feeding the dogs, feeding the cat-
tle, riding on the tractor with him
while he cut hay,” he said. “And we
still had the dairy barn up here.
It wasn't in use, but me and my
brother loved to go play in there
because there was so much to
climb on and check out. We were

always fishing and hunting on the
back of the place.”

Although life as a farm kid was
busy, there was time for sports, too.
Cody coached Cagan's and Calla-
han's baseball teams throughout
their childhood, and he taught his
kids to approach sports the same
way they approached tasks on the
farm.

“He instilled in us what is most
important, like why it's important
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to take care of your own stuff,
and to take responsibility for what
you've been blessed with,” Cagan
said.

In 2008, when Cagan was 10
years old, the family found out
Cody had leukemia.

A two-year battle followed. Ca-
gan’'s dad would go into remission
only to have the cancer come back
in another area.

In 2010, things seemed better.
But then they received another
devastating blow.

Cody had a cancerous mass on
the lining of his brain, a particularly
difficult area to treat. As a result of
an invasive chemotherapy treat-
ment, he became paralyzed from
the waist down and lost the use of
his legs.

“Cody went from being my kids'
hero and just this larger-than-life
personality to in a wheelchair al-
most overnight,” Shannon said.
“But Cagan became his daddy's
legs. He did the things Cody
couldn’'t do, like hooking up the
tractor, helping him get in and out
of it. He took on so much responsi-
bility at such a young age.”

The situation weighed on Cagan
sometimes, but he would gladly do
whatever it took to help his dad.

“He was able to teach me about
shouldering a little bit more of the
load or taking a little bit more re-
sponsibility for the things that are
going on with the family,” Cagan
said.

Cody lost his fight with leukemia
in 2014, but not before watching
Cagan and the rest of the Carthage
Bulldogs take home the Texas
3A Division 1 high school football
championship in December 2013.

“It was definitely God's tim-
ing that the last football game of
mine he saw was that one,” Ca-
gan said. “I remember it wasn't
something he necessarily liked or
wanted, but because he was in his
wheelchair at the time, he got re-
ally good seats because of where
he was supposed to sit. | remem-
ber looking up to him in the crowd
throughout the game and after the
game. Being able to see him right
there close was special.”

After Cody passed away, Ca-
gan pitched in around the house,
worked on the property and chauf-

A

Cagan with his dad, Cody, after one of his high school football games before

his dad passed away. Photo courtesy of the Baldree family.
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Cagan Baldree is Texas A&M University’s starting fullback. Photo courtesy

of Texas A&M Athletics.

feured his younger brother and
sister to after-school activities,
all while maintaining his own aca-
demic and athletic schedule.

“At that point, Cagan truly be-
came the man of the house,” Shan-
non said. “He just stepped up and
he was really a godsend to me. |
couldn't have gotten through it
without him.”

When Cagan graduated high
school in 2016 as salutatorian of
his class, he was at a crossroads.

He had always loved baseball,
but football seemed a better fit for
the 6'4" athlete. There were foot-
ball scholarship offers on the table
from smaller schools, but Cagan'’s
dream was to attend Texas A&M
University.

“l told my head coach ‘I'm just
going to go to A&M. That's where
I've always wanted to go, and be-
cause the education part of it is
a lot more important to me right
now, that's kind of the plan,” Cagan
said.

Cagan's coach suggested he try
to walk on to the football team.

And he did. After receiving
preferred walk-on status, Cagan
played center and guard for three
seasons. While he was happy to
be at his favorite school and on
the football roster, it just wasn't
enough.

“When | got in, | was already un-
dersized to begin with, so | was al-
ways constantly trying to train, eat
as much as | possibly could, gain
as much weight as | possibly could.
But | never really could get over
that threshold,” Cagan said.

But that hard-earned farm kid
grit and determination carried Ca-
gan to a breakthrough.

Things began to fall into place
when, in 2017, Texas A&M hired
head coach Jimbo Fisher. During
the 2018 season, Fisher reintro-
duced the position of fullback to
the Aggie offensive line formation.

“A little over a year ago, | knew
this is kind of the last shot of it hap-
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pening,” Cagan said. “I really want-
ed to get on the field. | knew | had
worked very hard and just wanted
that one shot in a position that
would fit my skill set a little more.”

He approached Fisher in Janu-
ary 2019 about playing fullback in
the fall.

“The thing you don't realize
about him is he can catch the
football,” Fisher told the Houston
Chronicle. “He said, ‘| can catch,
coach, and | said, ‘All linemen say
they can catch, because they want
the ball! Then we put him in there,
and he can catch the ball very well.”

In true Baldree fashion, Cagan
trained hard and earned the po-
sition, getting leaner, faster and
stronger.He played in all 12 games
during the 2019 football season.

Now, set to enter his final sea-
son, Cagan is the starting fullback.

But according to Cagan, with-
out his agricultural background,
his success could have never hap-
pened.

“It goes back to the way my dad
raised us, that there's a blessing in
work,” Cagan said. “Whatever the
situation was, we'd take the same
mentality, mindset, discipline, hard
work and attention to detail in any-
thing that we do—whether that be
working here on the place or with
sports. If you just let things go, it's
not going to look like something
you want to take hold of, and that's
the same thing with a football ca-
reer. | need to take care of my own
body. | need to take care of training
and making sure that I'm prepared
to dowhat | need to do.”

No matter where football or life
takes him in the future, Cagan's
roots are firmly planted. And they'll
always bring him home again.

“My brother and my sister and
| were my dad’s pride and joy,” Ca-
gan said. “But this land and where
our roots are set is also so foun-
dational to who we are as a family.
We'll always make sure that this
place is cherished and taken care
of and appreciated for what itis and
what it's meant to us. It's just an
amazing testament to how we've
been blessed as a family to lean on
each other when things are tough.
God strengthened us through that.
It's not always a happy story, but
there's so much depth there.”
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THE VOICE OF TEXAS AGRICULTURE

They say everything's bigger in Texas. That's why we
pledge to empower lexans—from farmers andranch-
ers to everyone in between—with a big voice. We're
over 529,000 member-families strong.

Our mission is to be the Voice of Texas Agriculture.
Our vision is for all Texans to benefit from a prosper-
ous agriculture that provides for a viable, long-term

domestic source of food, fiber and fuel.

For more information, visit
WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG





