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We are long overdue for immi-
gration reform that fixes our guest-
worker visa system and provides 
stability for those currently working 
in agriculture. 

In every region of the 
country I visit, I hear from 
farmers who are facing 
shortages and delays in 
hiring skilled employees to 
help keep up with the de-
mand for safe, sustainable 
American-grown food, fiber 
and renewable fuel. 

Workforce shortages have 
been one of the greatest 
limiting factors for growth 
in U.S. agriculture, and it’s time we 
find a solution that works for all.

It’s good to see renewed energy 
and enthusiasm from the adminis-
tration around addressing this com-
plex issue. 

Farm Bureau has long called for 
immigration reform that addresses 
the needs of our current farm em-
ployees while ensuring agriculture 
can continue to fill its workforce 
needs. 

It’s been about 35 years since Con-
gress last passed a comprehensive 
reform bill, and a lot has changed in 
agriculture over that time. Responsi-
ble immigration reform will take all 
of us working together to get it right.
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OPINION

Immigration reform: Now is the time to get it right for agriculture
A robust agriculture industry is 

essential to our economy, national 
security and environmental sus-
tainability. We must work together 

to ensure U.S. agricul-
ture has the resources 
it needs to continue to 
provide and fill these 
essential farm jobs.

While advances in 
robotics have replaced 
some farm jobs, we 
need skilled employees 
to manage that equip-
ment. 

Other farm jobs like 
tending livestock and 

pruning or picking fresh produce 
still require a human touch. Farm-
ers pay competitive wages, in ad-
dition to added benefits under the 
H-2A program, but it’s a constant 
challenge to recruit and retain em-
ployees. 

I’ve met with farmers who have 
even added benefits such as on-site 
cafeterias and health clinics for em-
ployees to promote well-being and 
increase employee retention, and 
they still face workforce shortages. 

We also recognize not all growers 
are able to undertake these initia-
tives to attract new employees. Oth-
er smaller-sized farms have built 
long-term relationships with their 

employees as they work side-by-side 
building the business together. Yet, 
staffing remains a challenge.

Even with competitive wages and 
added benefits, there is less interest 
in farm jobs as folks leave rural ar-
eas and are more removed from the 
farm. Meanwhile, the current farm 
workforce is aging, and farmers are 
struggling to keep up with filling po-
sitions. 

Margins are slim even in the best 
seasons on the farm, and farmers 
can find it hard to stay competitive 
with other industries and lower-
priced agricultural imports.

Demand in the H-2A program has 
grown significantly in recent years, 
and there’s no sign of that slowing 
down. The number of certified H-2A 
positions has increased more than 
three times compared to 10 years 
ago, according to U.S. Department 
of Labor data. But the program 
falls short in giving the flexibility 
employers and employees need. 

Delays in processing applications 
have often left farmers without the 
workers they need in time for har-
vest, even before the pandemic. 
Crops shouldn’t be left to rot while 
paperwork sits in an agency inbox.

U.S. agriculture needs a flexible 
guestworker program that allows 
contract and at-will employment 

options that work for both seasonal 
and year-round needs on the farm. 
We also need to make sure wage 
requirements take into account the 
economic conditions of the agricul-
ture industry and enable farms to 
remain viable. 

The American Farm Bureau is 
ready to work with the administra-
tion and Congress to bring these 
long overdue reforms to our guest-
worker program to help provide 
long-term security to our employ-
ees, farm businesses and the rural 
economy.

There’s no question that farm 
work is tough. Everyone puts in 
a full day’s work when it comes to 
tending and harvesting crops and 
caring for animals. Farmers know 
how hard this work is because we 
have invested our sweat and tears 
in the soil, often for generations. 
It’s time we find a solution that pro-
vides farmers, our employees and 
our families the stability we all need 
to keep America’s farms growing.

Zippy Duvall has served as presi-
dent of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation since 2016. He is a third-
generation farmer from Georgia. He 
owns a beef cow herd, raises broiler 
chickens and grows his own hay, all 
while continuing to restore the land 
he inherited.

By Zippy Duvall
AFBF President
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Superior Stability    Faster Cycle Times    Easier Unloading
Meet your new workhorse. Featuring fl otation-type tires that keep your trailer from sinking into soft 

ground, tubs that can hold any material, and the versatility of hauling with a truck or tractor, 
SmithCo side dump trailers don’t quit until the job is done.

When we build trailers, we build solutions. 

800-779-8099 • Financing Available • sidedump.com

Farming & Feedlot 
Side Dump Trailers
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Senate confirms 
Tai as U.S. Trade 
Representative 

The Senate voted unanimous-
ly in mid-March to approve the 
nomination of Katherine Tai to 
be the next U.S. Trade Represen-
tative. 

The 98-0 vote reflects broad 
bipartisan support for Tai. 

According to Politico, Tai is the 
first trade representative since 
the George W. Bush administra-
tion to be approved unanimously 
by the Senate, though the nomi-
nees from Presidents Obama 
and Trump were also approved 
by wide margins.

She will succeed Robert Light-
hizer for the top trade negotiator 
position. 

Tai will play a key role in the 
White House’s review of Trump’s 
trade policies, including the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), phase one trade deal 
with China and more. 

She pledged to pursue a “work-
er-centered” agenda that will 
build on environmental and labor 
protections she helped include in 
the recently negotiated USMCA 
trade deal when she served as 
the chief trade lawyer on the U.S. 
House Ways and Means Commit-
tee.  

Tai will also be an important 
influence on the administra-
tion’s decision whether to reopen 
Asia-Pacific talks on a trade 
deal to replace the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, from which Trump 
withdrew U.S. participation. 

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) expressed 
support for Tai’s confirmation.  

“Ms. Tai’s ability to build bi-
partisan support for policies 
and her experience with enforc-
ing fair-trade rules will help 
America’s farmers and ranch-
ers compete internationally and 
continue putting food on tables 
around the world,” AFBF Presi-
dent Zippy Duvall said.

Chronic Wasting Disease found in Lubbock-area deer

A new agency task force to imple-
ment improvements to agency broad-
band data and mapping tools was es-
tablished by Acting Chairwoman of 
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) Jessica Rosenworcel.

The group is charged with devel-
oping updated and more detailed 
maps showing high-speed internet 
availability in the U.S. This is an im-
portant step in determining current 
broadband access deficiencies and 
identifying areas that need more or 
updated infrastructure.

“The Broadband Data Task Force 
will lead a cross-agency effort to col-
lect detailed data and develop more 
precise maps about broadband avail-
ability,” Rosenworcel said. “It’s no 
secret that the FCC’s existing broad-
band maps leave a lot to be desired. 
We can do better, and we will.”

The task force was created in re-
sponse to Congressional directives 
in the Broadband Deployment Ac-
curacy and Technological Availabil-
ity (DATA) Act. In the bill, Congress 
asked FCC to “collect and dissemi-
nate granular broadband service 
availability data (broadband maps).”

The Broadband DATA Act was 
passed by Congress in 2019 but not 

funded until the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2021 was signed 
into law in December 2020.

The maps may prove useful in 
phase two of the Rural Digital Op-
portunity Fund (RDOF).

RDOF is part of FCC’s signature 
initiative to bridge the rural-urban 
digital divide. Through the program, 
FCC will disburse $9.2 billion over 
10 years to expand broadband in un-
served areas across the U.S.

During phase one, FCC awarded 
funds to bring broadband to over 5 
million homes and businesses in 
census blocks that were unserved by 
voice and broadband with download 

speeds of at least 25 Mbps. 
Phase two will cover locations 

in census blocks that are partially 
served and locations not funded in 
phase one.

The Broadband Data Task Force 
will closely coordinate FCC’s broad-
band mapping and data collection 
efforts across various agency teams, 
including the Office of Economics 
and Analytics, Wireless Telecom-
munications Bureau, Wireline Com-
petition Bureau, Consumer and 
Governmental Affairs Bureau, In-
ternational Bureau, Office of Engi-
neering and Technology and Office 
of the Managing Director.

State wildlife and animal health 
officials are working to protect Texas 
deer while also trying to determine 
how an 8.5-year-old free-ranging 
mule deer near Lubbock contracted 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD).

CWD is a fatal, neurological dis-
ease that affects deer, elk, moose and 
other members of the cervid family. 
It commonly leads to altered behav-
ior in infected animals because of 
microscopic changes in the brain of 
infected animals.

The infected mule deer was 
found east of Lubbock in the Buf-
falo Springs area. After exhibiting 
symptoms of CWD, the deer was 

humanely euthanized and tested for 
the disease.

As a result of the discovery, Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) and Texas Animal Health 
Commission are working together to 
determine if CWD has been estab-
lished in the environment where the 
deer had been browsing.

Containment and surveillance 
zones have not been delineated 
for the area yet. When they are es-
tablished, they come with rules for 
landowners and hunters to ensure 
CWD does not spread to unaffected 
areas of Texas.

Surveillance zones act as a buffer 

where surveillance is done to provide 
assurance the disease hasn’t spread 
outside of the containment zone.

CWD is spread through the natu-
ral movements and transportation of 
infected animals and carcass parts.

According to TAHC, prions are 
shed from infected animals in saliva, 
urine, blood, soft antler material, fe-
ces or from the decomposition of an 
infected animal.

The prions then stay in that envi-
ronment and can infect susceptible 
animals.

Maps of the CWD zones, along 
with other information, are avail-
able in TPWD’s Outdoor Annual.

FCC creates task force to improve U.S. broadband data
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John Deere Dealers
See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Bramlett Implement, Incorp.
Stephenville, TX 

Fish & Still Equipment Co.
Nacogdoches, TX 

King Ranch Ag & Turf
Robstown, TX

Tellus Equipment Solutions
Alice, TX 

Fredericksburg, TX

Harlingen, TX

Pleasanton, TX

Weslaco, TX

United Ag & Turf
Bryan, TX

 Lose Hassle.
Gain Convenience.+

And gain ground with ExactRate™.
Get your corn crop off to a great start by applying liquid nitrogen at planting – and do it easier 
with ExactRate™. This factory-installed option on electric-drive planters lets you apply higher 
rates of nitrogen with the capacity you need and without the ground compaction you don’t. 
A 600-gallon (2,271 L) tank capacity on the 1775NT planter plus an additional 1,000-gallon 
(3,785 L) capacity on the integrated 8RX Tractor Tanks give you 1,600 gallons (6,057 L) of total 
capacity. You won’t have the hassle of modifying equipment with third-party add-ons, and the 
tractor tanks won’t block your view or your way in or out of the cab, making it easy to gain 
ground during tight planting windows. JohnDeere.com/Ag



6
A

P
R

IL
 2

, 2
02

1

Partnership
that pays

As a local cooperative, we share our profits with the Texans we serve. Since 2006, we’ve 
returned almost $2 billion in combined cash and allocated equities to our members through 
our cooperative returns program. So, when you’re ready to secure lending for your 
agricultural operation, try a partnership that really pays. Together we’re better.

NMLS493828  |  877.944.5500  |  capitalfarmcredit.com
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USDA publishes final rule on industrial hemp 

By Julie Tomascik 
Editor

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) completed its review of 
the final rule establishing the U.S. 
Domestic Hemp Production Program. 

Two years after the 2018 Farm 
Bill legalized the cultivation of in-
dustrial hemp, the final rule went 
into effect March 22.

When hemp was removed from 
the list of controlled substances, in-
terest in the crop grew in Texas and 
across the country. 

“Here in Texas, we’ve been in the 
hemp business for almost a year, and 
we’re busy building the Texas ‘hemp-
ire.’ We’ve issued over 1,150 producer 
licenses, permitted over 5,000 acres 
of hemp in the ground and over 15 
million square feet of hemp in green-
houses,” Texas Agriculture Commis-
sioner Sid Miller said. “I still believe 
hemp offers Texas farmers a great 
opportunity, and I look forward to 
continuing to improve our program 
here in the Lone Star State.”

USDA outlined key provisions 
in the final rule, including how to 
handle non-compliant plants, test-
ing and timing of sample collection. 
The rule takes into account public 
comments and industry comments, 
including those submitted by Texas 
Farm Bureau and the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. 

The final rule gives states and 
tribes the flexibility to adopt a per-
formance-based approach to sam-
pling in the plan submitted to USDA 
for approval. Texas’ hemp plan was 
approved in January 2020. 

The THC sampling timeframe 
prior to harvest was extended to 30 
days to ease the burden that hemp 
farmers faced from the originally 
proposed 15-day timeframe. 

Under the original rule, USDA re-
quired testing to be completed by an 
approved Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA)-registered labora-
tory using reliable methodology for 
testing the THC level. According to 
USDA Agricultural Marketing Ser-

vice data, there are only eight DEA 
labs in Texas. 

Since the testing backlog remains, 
USDA extended the delay in DEA-
approved labs through Dec. 31, 2022.

The final rule also sets a higher 
negligence threshold for produc-
ers at 1 percent THC and limits 
the maximum number of negligent 
violations a farmer can receive in a 
growing season to one.

If a farmer receives more than 
three negligent violations in a five-
year period, they will be ineligible to 
participate in the program for five 
years. 

The final rule also outlines easier 
guidelines to dispose of hot plants. 
New approved disposal methods in-
clude plowing the crop under, mulch-
ing, composting, disking, mowing, 
burning and burying at a depth of at 
least 12 inches. 

These methods are more economi-
cal and preferred by farmers over 
the stricter requirements of the 
DEA or another entity authorized 

to handle marijuana under the Con-
trolled Substances Act to dictate the 
process for disposal that were out-
lined in the previous rule. 

“The final hemp program rule in-
cludes several improvements that 
Farm Bureau and many Texas farm-
ers requested during the comment 
periods. The longer window of time 
between crop testing and harvest-
ing, better sampling methods and 
a higher threshold for negligent 
violations are among the beneficial 
changes,” Brant Wilbourn, Texas 
Farm Bureau associate director of 
Commodity and Regulatory Activi-
ties, said.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service also created short video 
presentations to address the major 
issues facing Texas hemp farmers, 
including the basics of hemp produc-
tion and crop insurance. 

The videos are available online at 
https://agecoext.tamu.edu.

For more information on grow-
ing hemp in Texas, visit TDA’s hemp 
production page at www.texasagri-
culture.gov.

Make Your Driveway Like NEW!
•  Fill in potholes and smooth out washboard

• Loosen & redistribute existing material

• Tow with your 
ATV, UTV, 
or tractor

DR® Power 
Grader

DRpowergrader.com

DR® Stump 
Grinder

DRstumpgrinder.com

•  Grind away stumps fast

•  Tungsten carbide-tipped 
teeth

•  Rotary head takes 
360 “bites” per 
second

•  Self-propelled 
available 

Make Stumps Disappear!

DRrototiller.com

DR® Rototillers!
Great Gardens Start with

• Bust sod and churn through the most 
compacted ground

•  Prepare seedbeds or till garden waste back into 
your soil 

• Full line includes walk-behinds, tow-behinds, 
and cultivators 

ly. Go online or call for details.

FREE
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FREE
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Representative Dade Phelan 
(Beaumont) is the 76th Speaker of 
the Texas House and is currently 
serving his fourth term as State 
Representative for District 21.

Prior to serving as Speaker, he 
served as Chair of the House Com-
mittee on State Affairs, as Vice-Chair 
of the Natural Resources Committee, 
as a member of the Calendars, Appro-
priations, and Elections Committees, 
as well as the Select Committee on 
Ports, Innovation and Infrastructure.

In 2019, Speaker Phelan was 
named by Texas Monthly as one of 
the Best Legislators of the 86th 
legislative session. He has earned 
numerous additional accolades in 
recognition of his legislative ser-
vice, including Capitol Inside’s Most 
Valuable Sophomore Member in 
2017 and as one of their Most Out-
standing Freshmen Legislators in 
2015. Phelan has been named Leg-
islative Champion by the Boys and 
Girls Club of Texas, Legislator of the 
Year by the Texas Apartment Asso-
ciation, Guardian of Small Business 
by the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, Most Valuable 
Legislator by the Texas Association 
of Community Schools, a Fighter for 
Free Enterprise by the Texas As-
sociation of Business and the 2019 
Mental Health Champion by Mental 
Health America.

Phelan is the former president and 
two-time Governor appointee to the 
Lower Neches Valley Authority. His 
board service includes the Texas Ly-
ceum, Southeast Texas CASA, Gold-
en Triangle Coastal Conservation As-
sociation, The Jefferson Theater, St. 
Anne Catholic Church and Catholic 
Charities of Southeast Texas.

In addition to the duties he has as 
Speaker, Phelan works as a real es-

tate developer at his family’s fourth- 
generation commercial real estate 
development firm, which owns and 
manages retail, industrial and office 
property in Texas and Arkansas.

His wife, Kim, is a solo practi-
tioner attorney and together they 
have four sons, Ford, Mack, Hank 
and Luke. He and his family reside 
together in Southeast Texas, where 
Speaker Phelan was born and raised. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in 
Government and Business from The 
University of Texas at Austin.

with Speaker of the Texas House with Speaker of the Texas House 
    Dade Phelan     Dade Phelan 

Q.

A.

How would you describe 
your leadership style?

I believe that my colleagues 
in the Texas House know that 

I am fair and will provide a level 
playing field for them to advocate 
on the issues about which they feel 
passionate. Each state represen-
tative has a unique district, and I 
recognize that the House does not 
operate well with a one-size-fits-all 
approach. The needs of rural Texas 
are vastly different from those of 
our urban centers, and I recognize 
that our differences make us stron-
ger. Our team attempts daily to pro-
vide an inclusive environment and 
weighs all perspectives, and I hope 
that those are the hallmarks of my 
tenure as Speaker. 

Q.

A.

How would you define a suc-
cessful session this year? 

Our state faces difficult chal-
lenges as we emerge from the 

aftershocks of the pandemic, and we 
must meet them head-on to protect 
our state’s footing as an economic 
beacon and agricultural hub for our 
nation. We must pass a balanced 
budget that does not harm taxpay-
ers, we must protect and defend lib-
erties, and we must reform our grid 

after the devastation we saw result-
ing from Winter Storm Uri and the 
ensuing bureaucratic disaster.  

How has growing up and 
living in Southeast Texas 

impacted your understanding 
and awareness of agriculture?

I’ve witnessed the dwindling 
rice farms and land fragmen-

tation in Southeast Texas. The rice 
farms suffered due to having to 
compete for resources in the fight 
for downstream water rights with 
upstream users. Competing for re-
sources is a common struggle in agri-
culture and is an issue that becomes 
more and more complex as our popu-
lation grows. We need to be thought-
ful as we plan our communities and 
preserve our natural resources in a 
way that protects our state’s farm-
ing and ranching heritage.  

Q.

A.

What influences helped 
shape your interest in pub-

lic service?

I had an internship in the 
Texas House when I attended 

The University of Texas that ignited 
in me a passion for public service and 
public policy as a way to improve the 
lives of our families and allow busi-
nesses to thrive. In Texas, we have 
many rich natural resources, and we 
need to pass sensible policies so we 
don’t make the same mistakes we’ve 
seen in other states that have lost 
their way due to overtaxing and im-
peding liberty.    

Q.

A.

families and compete for resources 
hinges on reliable internet access. 

To compete with urban and sub-
urban issues, rural Texans need to 
stay vigilant and engage in all levels 
of the policymaking process. Involve-
ment with groups like Texas Farm 
Bureau benefits its members, be-
cause the bureau maintains an active 
presence in both the legislative and 
regulatory arenas and helps provide 
lawmakers a unified and clear mes-
sage. That goes a long way, especially 
during these tumultuous times. 

Q. How can issues important 
to rural Texas remain com-

petitive with urban/suburban is-
sues in such a growing state? 

For starters, we need to get 
rural Texas connected. Those 

who struggle with internet accessi-
bility face setbacks, no matter the is-
sue. Whether it’s educating our kids, 
building our businesses, connecting 
to healthcare providers, or advocating 
for our industries—so much of what 
it takes these days to provide for our 

A.
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Texas lawmakers consider FALA, rural broadband, meat labeling

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The Texas Legislature is more 
than halfway through the 87th regu-
lar state legislative session. 

After a slower start thanks to 
COVID-19 safety precautions and a 
massive winter storm, Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB) State Legislative Di-
rector Charlie Leal said there has 
been much activity on several TFB 
priority issues, including changes 
to the state’s Farm Animal Liability 
Act (FALA). 

“This session really took off in 
early March, and we’ve had some 
very good progress on a lot of our 
agenda items already,” Leal said. 

Farm Animal 
Liability Act (FALA)

FALA is an update to the previous 
Texas Equine Activity Limitation of 
Liability Act, passed in 1995, which 
provided horse owners were not li-
able for participants’ injuries due 
to the inherent risks of interacting 
with horses.

In 2011, the Equine Act was 
amended to include bovine animals, 
sheep, goats, pigs, hogs, ratites, os-
triches, rheas, emus, chickens and 
other fowl. The act was also expanded 
to cover veterinarians and livestock 
shows, and the words “handling, load-
ing or unloading” were added to the 
definition of farm animal activities.

FALA limits liability for injury to 
a “participant in a farm animal ac-
tivity or livestock show” that results 
from “inherent risk” of activities.

New attention was brought to 
FALA after a ruling by the Texas Su-
preme Court in a case where a bull 
harmed and killed a ranch hand. The 
longtime ranchers argued FALA ap-
plies by its plain terms to ranching—
working farm animals for a living or 
profit. But in a divided opinion, the 
Court said the rule did not apply to 
Texas farmers and ranchers. 

In response, Leal said Texas Reps. 
Andrew Murr and Brooks Land-
graf filed bills this session amend-
ing FALA to include all instances of 

handling livestock. 
“It just seemed that having liabil-

ity protection from injury caused by 
a show steer but leaving ranchers 
without protection from that liabil-
ity was unequal. It’s the same ani-
mal, whether it’s at a livestock show 
or whether it’s on private property,” 
Leal said. “The whole emphasis is to 

expand that coverage, to make sure 
the current law clearly recognizes 
the inherent risks that livestock pose 
to those attending or participating 
in events and livestock shows. Those 
are similar activities to what hap-
pens on private farms and ranches.” 

story continued on page 10

Despite a slow start to the legislative session, bills related to Texas Farm 
Bureau’s priority issues are being heard in committee hearings. 

Whether farm or front yard, 
Farm Bureau® members get  
BIG savings with John Deere!

LUBBOCK
HURST FARM SUPPLY, INC.

806-762-0638
hurstfs.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

SNYDER
HURST FARM SUPPLY, INC.

325-573-3201
hurstfs.com
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TFB advocates for more feral hog control tools during hearing
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
The feral hog population is ex-

panding at an alarming rate in the 
Lone Star State, leaving farmers 
and ranchers facing thousands of 
dollars in damages each year. That’s 
what one rancher told a Senate 
Committee last month, testifying in 
support of more tools to help control 
and eradicate the invasive species.

Feral hogs cause Texas agricul-
ture more than $230 million in loss-
es annually, according to a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture survey.

“Hunting and trapping alone can’t 
control them,” Mickey Edwards, a 
Lampasas County rancher, said. “We 
need more tools for this fight.”

The Senate Finance Committee 
hearing was focused on the Texas 
Department of Agriculture’s budget, 
including a budget rider from 2017 
attached to the appropriations bill, 
SB 1. 

The rider prevents the state agen-
cy from registering any warfarin 
toxicant to control feral hogs.

Warfarin underwent a federal re-
view and was approved by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). In the process, EPA updated 
the label, removing unnecessary re-
strictions and providing more clarity 
for applicators.

“The concerns raised about the 
safety of this product have been 

shown to be unfounded based on 
additional university studies,” Ed-
wards, who serves as Texas Farm 
Bureau’s (TFB) District 8 state di-
rector, said.

Toxicant baits like warfarin are 
a viable next step and effective tool 
landowners should have the option 
to use, TFB and other agricultural 
organizations noted.

With the feral hog population on 
the rise, the threat to fields, pas-
tures, water sources and livestock 

also increases.
The invasive species can degrade 

water quality and introduce E. coli, 
making the water unsafe to drink. 
They also pose a threat to livestock 
and wildlife, preying on small ani-
mals.

“A budget rider was proposed in 
the bill patterns for the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture and the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice that prohibits the use of war-
farin-based feral hog toxicants that 

can be used to control the population 
growth of feral hogs,” Texas Farm 
Bureau Associate Legislative Direc-
tor Harold Stone said. “But we hope 
the budget rider will be deleted from 
the bill patterns of the appropriation 
bill for these agencies, and that will 
allow them to spend appropriation 
money to research and certify these 
products that can be used for feral 
hog control by landowners.”

The bill was left pending in com-
mittee at press time. 

story continued from page 9

Murr’s bill, HB 365, was consid-
ered in a public hearing on March 9. 

TFB District 8 State Director 
Mickey Edwards testified before the 
House Judiciary and Civil Jurispru-
dence Committee. The bill was voted 
out favorably by the committee on 
March 17 and is now on the Calen-
dars Committee to be set for consid-
eration on the House floor.

“Since that bill has already 
moved onto the Calendars Commit-
tee, hopefully it can be one of the 
first bills that is heard on the House 

floor, and we can get that over to the 
Senate and get that done,” Leal said. 

In early March, Sen. Drew Spring-
er filed a companion bill, SB 1078, in 
the Texas Senate. Leal expects that 
bill to move favorably, as well. 

Rural connectivity
Increasing rural broadband ac-

cess remains high on TFB’s agenda, 
as well as those of several prominent 
lawmakers, including Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and Speak-
er of the Texas House Dade Phelan.

There is widespread support for 
Rep. Trent Ashby’s HB 5 and com-
panion Senate bill SB 5 by Sen. Rob-

ert Nichols. 
“Since it was tagged as a prior-

ity by both the governor and lieu-
tenant governor, that should hope-
fully get moving fairly quickly,” Leal 
said, adding a hearing in the Sen-
ate Transportation Committee took 
place on March 17. 

A hearing on the House version 
took place in the House State Affairs 
Committee on March 18. 

At press time, both bills were left 
pending in committee. 

Truth in labeling
Another TFB priority issue, truth 

in labeling of meat products, re-
ceived consideration after a pub-
lic hearing March 17 by the House 

Public Health Committee regarding 
Rep. Brad Buckley’s HB 316. 

“There was strong testimony in 
support and some in opposition, as 
well. There will likely be some more 
work done by Rep. Buckley and the 
committee looking into this issue,” 
Leal said. “But there were very posi-
tive reactions from most of the com-
mittee members, so we’re hopeful 
that’s something that can also move 
pretty fast.”

More information on TFB priority 
issues is available each week in the 
Austin Newsletter. To sign up for the 
Austin Newsletter, log in to MyTFB 
and update contact preferences using 
the menu on the left side of the screen.

Legislative update continued...

Texas Farm Bureau District 8 State Director Mickey Edwards testified before 
the Senate Finance Committee in March. He stressed the need for all tools, 
including toxicants, to be made available to farmers and ranchers in an 
attempt to control the feral hog population. 

Feral hogs cause more than $230 
million in agricultural losses in 
Texas each year, according to a USDA 
survey. 
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Grants available 
to help increase 
ag literacy

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Increasing agricultural literacy in 
schools and communities is impor-
tant to help grow informed consum-
ers, and mini-grants available from 
the American Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agriculture can help.

County Farm Bureaus may apply 
for grants of up to $1,000 for K-12 
educational programs through the 
White-Reinhardt Mini-Grant Pro-
gram. The grant can be used to ini-
tiate new agricultural literacy pro-
grams or expand existing programs.

“This grant process serves as an 
excellent way for county Farm Bu-
reaus and local teachers to collabo-
rate on projects that bring agricul-
ture to life in the classroom,” Jordan 
Walker, Texas Farm Bureau associ-
ate director of Organization division, 
Educational Outreach, said. 

The national grant program was 
established to fund projects that 
help students and adults cultivate a 
better understanding of agriculture.

Grants are available on a compet-
itive basis.

Applications are due by April 15.
Applications must include a time-

line and detailed budget with esti-
mated expenses, as well as a summa-
ry of the project, goals and anticipated 
outcomes and the target audience.

The winners will be notified in 
July. Initial funding will be issued in 
August, and the balance will be re-
ceived upon completion of the proj-
ect and submission of a final report.

Payments cannot be made to indi-
viduals or other organizations, only 
to a county Farm Bureau.

More information about the mini-
grant program and the application 
is available at www.agfoundation.
org/projects/wr-grants-home.

Brazos County Farm Bureau and 
Brazoria-Galveston County Farm Bu-
reau received grants in the last fund-
ing cycle.
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Teachers can apply for TFB’s Summer Ag Institute

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Teachers can grow their knowl-
edge of agriculture and learn to in-
corporate agricultural concepts in 
their classroom with help from Tex-
as Farm Bureau (TFB). 

The state’s largest farm and ranch 
organization will host its annual 
Summer Ag Institute (SAI) June 14-
17 in Waco at the TFB Conference 
and Training Center. 

Teachers from across the Lone 
Star State get a first-hand look at 
agriculture through the professional 
development event. 

“Teachers really enjoy the SAI 
experience, because it truly allows 
them to see agriculture in action and 
also participate in hands-on activi-
ties and opportunities that they can 
relate to their classroom content,” 
Jordan Walker, TFB associate direc-
tor of Organization division, Educa-
tional Outreach, said. “The environ-
ment of SAI encourages teachers to 
engage in active learning much like 

they facilitate in their classrooms.”
Regardless of the subject, agricul-

ture has a place in the classroom, 
Walker noted. 

“Agriculture is present in every-
thing we do, and the industry has 
advanced significantly over the 
years to include incredible science, 
technology and growing career op-
portunities. Increasing agricultural 
literacy among today’s teachers and 
students expands knowledge of how 
agriculture is imbedded in the sci-
ence, social studies, math and so 
much that students learn each day,” 
she said. “When we increase agricul-
tural literacy, we increase awareness 
and grow more educated consumers 
and, ultimately, leaders of the next 
generation.”

Teachers get to see the agricul-
tural concepts demonstrated by edu-
cational professionals through SAI. 
They will also make connections 
with farmers, ranchers and industry 
professionals. 

And there will be several opportu-

nities for teachers to get their hands 
dirty. 

Teachers will visit area farms, 
ranches and other agricultural busi-
nesses, as well as hear from a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture scientist 
and a soil expert from the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. The 
Texas Beef Council also will provide 
a fun, interactive demonstration to 
connect the beef process from pas-
ture to plate. 

“Many topics will be covered over 
the four-day institute, but teachers 
can definitely expect two key take-
aways—that agriculture can be 
incorporated into any subject and 
there are many resources available 
to help do just that,” Walker said. 

Upon completion, teachers bring 
home activity ideas, lesson plans 
and a wealth of resources. Teachers 
also receive 36 hours of continuing 
professional education credits as 
authorized by the Texas Education 
Agency. 

Any certified, active K-12 teacher 

of any subject can register to attend. 
The cost is $375 per person, which 

includes lodging and some meals, 
but county Farm Bureaus often of-
fer sponsorships to cover the cost for 
local teachers. Teachers will be noti-
fied of their sponsorship status after 
registration is complete. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit texasfarmbureau.org/aitc 
or contact Walker at 254-751-2569 or 
edoutreach@txfb.org. 

Regional teacher workshops will 
be announced on the TFB website 
later this spring. 
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Estate taxes threaten family farms, ranches
The American Farm Bureau Fed-

eration (AFBF) is calling on Con-
gress to remove barriers to farm 
ownership. Bills aimed at eliminat-
ing the estate tax were introduced 
in the U.S. Senate and U.S. House in 
March. 

Both bills are supported by AFBF.
Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) and 25 

cosponsors introduced S 617.
Reps. Jason Smith (R-Mo.) and 

Sanford Bishop (D-Ga.) introduced 
HR 1712 with 121 cosponsors.

Both bills would allow for a com-
plete repeal of the estate tax, which, 
according to AFBF analysis, threat-
ens more than 74,000 family farms 
across the country and nearly half of 
all farmland.

“Farmers and ranchers already 
face unpredictable challenges be-
yond our control yet persevere to 
protect our nation’s supply of food, 
fiber and renewable fuel,” AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall said. “The 
tax code should encourage farm 
business growth, not add to uncer-
tainty.”

If the estate tax is not eliminated, 
instead of spending money to im-
prove their operations, farmers and 
ranchers, along with all small busi-
nesses, will be forced to continue to 
divert resources to pay for estate 
planning to account for a shifting 
and unpredictable tax code.

The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
temporarily doubles the estate tax 

exemption to $11 million per person 
indexed for inflation through 2025. 
However, without congressional ac-
tion, the estate tax exemption will 
revert to $5.5 million per person in 
2026, putting even more farms and 
ranches at risk.

“Eliminating the estate tax re-
moves another barrier to entry for 
sons and daughters or other begin-
ning farmers to carry on our agricul-
tural legacy and make farming more 
accessible to all,” Duvall said. “We 
appreciate Sen. Thune and Reps. 
Smith and Bishop for introducing 
their bills and look forward to work-
ing with them to get this important 
legislation passed.” 

The national organization noted 

serious consideration should be giv-
en to eliminating estate taxes or at 
the very least making permanent 
the current inflation-adjusted Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act estate tax exemp-
tion to preserve family farms and 
ranches. 

“The American Farm Bureau be-
lieves that tax laws should protect, 
not harm the family farms that grow 
America’s food and fiber and give 
sons and daughters the ability to fol-
low the agricultural legacy of their 
parents,” Duvall said.

By eliminating estate taxes or 
making the current exemptions per-
manent, farmers and ranchers will 
be able to avoid, at least partially, 
liquidating inherited farm assets to 
meet the death tax’s financial obli-
gations, AFBF said.
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USDA announces Pandemic Assistance for Producers program

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) announced a new fed-
eral assistance program, the Pan-
demic Assistance for Producers.

Through the program, the agen-
cy will distribute $12 billion to as-
sist farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural producers impacted by 
COVID-19 market disruptions.

In the announcement, U.S. Sec-
retary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
said the program will reach more 
farmers and ranchers than previous 
COVID-19 aid programs. 

USDA has dedicated funds for the 
new program and placed a greater 
emphasis on reaching small and so-
cially disadvantaged farmers and 
ranchers, specialty crop and organic 
farmers and timber harvesters. 

The program also provides sup-
port for the food supply chain and 
producers of renewable fuel.

Vilsack shared the details of the 
new plan during a virtual meeting 
with state Farm Bureau presidents, 
including Texas Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Russell Boening, and American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
leadership.

“The pandemic affected all of 

agriculture, but many farmers did 
not benefit from previous rounds of 
pandemic-related assistance. The 
Biden-Harris administration is com-
mitted to helping as many producers 
as possible, as equitably as possible,” 
Vilsack said in a statement. “Our 
new USDA Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative will help get fi-
nancial assistance to a broader set of 
producers, including to socially dis-
advantaged communities, small and 
medium sized producers, and farm-
ers and producers of less traditional 
crops.”

USDA will use $6 billion to de-
velop new programs or modify ex-
isting proposals using remaining 
discretionary funds from the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act. In-
cluded on the list:

• assistance for dairy farmers 
will be available through a dairy do-
nation program;

• producers who were forced to 
euthanize livestock or poultry or 
grow specialty crops will be eligible 
for assistance;

• beginning farmers, specialty 
crop farmers and local, urban and 
organic farms can apply for assis-
tance, as well as specialty crop and 
seafood processors and distributors;

• funds can be used for purchas-
ing Personal Protective Equipment 
and other measures for food and 
farmworkers;

• biofuels production;
• costs for organic certification or 

to continue or add conservation ac-
tivities; 

• and timber harvesting and 
hauling.

USDA will also include assistance 
for other possible expansion and cor-
rections to the Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program (CFAP), such as to sup-
port dairy or other livestock producers.

Another $5.6 billion will be di-
rected to formula payments to cattle 
producers and eligible flat-rate or 
price trigger crops. Producers who 
are eligible will not need to submit 
new applications. 

Included in that funding is:
• an increase in CFAP 1 payment 

rates for cattle, which USDA esti-
mates will result in an additional 
$1.1 billion in payments beginning 
in April to more than 410,000 farm-
ers and ranchers;

• additional CFAP 2 assistance 
of $20 per acre for farmers of eligible 
flat-rate or price-trigger crops, esti-
mated to be more than $4.5 billion to 
more than 560,000 farmers;

• and processing eligible pay-
ments for CFAP Additional Assis-
tance (CFAP AA).

An additional $500 million of new 
funding will be added by April 30 to 
the Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram, Farmers Opportunities Train-
ing and Outreach Program, Local 
Agricultural Marketing Program, 
Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incen-
tive Program, Economic Adjustment 
Assistance for Textile Mills Program, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, Agricultural Research Ser-
vice and National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture.

The agency noted additional pay-
ments for swine farmers and contract 
growers under CFAP AA remain on 
hold and are likely to require modi-
fications to regulations before they 
can be resumed. However, FSA will 
continue to accept applications dur-
ing the ongoing review process.

Sign-up for the new Pandemic As-
sistance Program will begin April 5.

Sign-up for CFAP 2 will reopen for 
at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 
according to the announcement.

Updated and additional informa-
tion will be available on the Pan-
demic Assistance Program page at 
farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.
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African Swine 
Fever cases on 
the rise in China

The number of cases reported of 
African Swine Fever (ASF)  in China 
have been on an upswing in recent 
months. 

Contributing to the rise in out-
breaks have been new mutant vari-
ants of the virus. Two specific strains 
that have recently been detected are 
reportedly less virulent than previ-
ous strains, which makes them more 
difficult to detect and thus easier to 
spread between pigs. Because the 
disease goes undetected, it is more 
difficult to control ASF. This is par-
ticularly bad for piglets born with 
weakened immune systems.

In response to shortages in pork 
in recent years, China’s imports of 
animal protein have surged to try to 
fill the gap left for consumers. Prior 
to ASF, China both consumed and 
produced roughly half of the world’s 
pork. 

The hole left in its animal protein 
supplies spurred domestic consump-
tion of other proteins, as well as im-
ports of pork and other animal pro-
teins into the country.

Pork imports surged over 250 
percent from 2018 to 2020, as prices 
within the country skyrocketed. 

The largest beneficiary of this 
import demand was the European 
Union, which in 2020 supplied 58 
percent of China’s 5.6 million metric 
tons of pork imports. 

However, Germany’s own strug-
gles with ASF in its wild boar popu-
lation presents a likely challenge for 
the country moving forward.

The U.S. follows as the next larg-
est supplier at 17 percent, followed 
by Canada and Brazil with roughly 
9 percent each.

But after two years of significant 
declines from pre-ASF levels, pork 
production within China is slated to 
increase for the first time in three 
years in 2021.

The uncertainty around the herd 
recovery leads to questions about 
U.S. pork exports to the country. 
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Winter Storm Uri causes over $600 million in agricultural losses
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Citrus. Livestock. Vegetables. Win-

ter Storm Uri left virtually no aspect 
of Texas agriculture untouched, with 
losses by individual farmers and 
ranchers across the Lone Star State 
ranging from mild to extreme.

Cumulatively, the damage to Texas 
agriculture totals at least $600 mil-
lion, with a final number likely com-
ing in much higher, according to Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
economists. And the repercussions 
will last for years.

Citrus crops in the Rio Grande 
Valley were hit the hardest, with 
initial losses of at least $230 million 
reported.

Rio Grande Valley citrus growers 
lost nearly all the Valencia orange 
crop to the late winter freeze, said 
AgriLife Extension Economist Dr. 
Luis Ribera. He noted if the storm 
had come any earlier, the damage to 
Texas citrus would have been much 
worse. But since grapefruit harvest 
was underway, farmers lost about 60 
percent instead of the entire crop.

The $230 million figure includes 
losses from this year’s crop but also 
includes damage to blooms and buds 
that were the start of next year’s 
crop, Ribera explained. It does not 
include the cost of citrus trees that 

die or are so badly damaged they 
have to be replaced.

“If they must be replaced, it will 
be several years before those new 
citrus trees are able to bear fruit, so 
the losses could be much more,” Ri-
bera said.

Lemon and lime orchards suf-
fered more damage due to the trees’ 
lower cold hardiness, noted AgriLife 
Horticulturalist Juan Anciso. Nearly 
200 acres in South Texas were com-
pletely destroyed and will have to be 

replanted, wiping out the potential 
for lemon or lime harvest for at least 
three to five years.

Vegetable farmers in the Rio 
Grande Valley and Winter Garden 
are reeling from Winter Storm Uri’s 
effects, as well, with losses pegged 
at about $150 million in the produce 
sector.

Cool-season crops, including leafy 
greens, beets, cabbage, celery and 
broccoli, were lost. So were warm-
season crops intended for early har-
vest like potatoes and melons.

“The main vegetable crop dam-
age we saw was to onions, then leafy 
greens, including spinach, collard 
greens and kale, and watermelons. 
Working with the Texas Interna-
tional Produce Association, we esti-
mated a loss of more than $42 mil-
lion in sales of onions, more than $27 
million in sales of leafy greens, more 
than $20 million in sales of water-
melons and more than $15 million 
in sales of cabbage,” Dr. Samuel Za-
pata, an AgriLife economist based 
out of Weslaco, said. “We also esti-

mated at least another $42 million 
in additional vegetable and herb 
sales losses for these large vegetable 
crop-producing areas. Of course, pro-
ducers lost vegetable crops in other 
areas of the state, as well, so we de-
termined the $150 million figure to 
be a minimum.”

Zapata noted sugarcane is fac-
ing losses, but it’s too early to tell 
how much damage was done to next 
year’s crop.

Nearly all the cane plants were 
destroyed by the freezing tempera-
tures, forcing farmers to replant or 
face a drop in yields.

Ranchers are suffering impacts of 
the extreme cold weather, too. The 
livestock sector in Texas, which in-
cludes cattle, sheep, goats and poultry, 
is expected to have at least $228 mil-
lion in related losses.

Poultry losses encompass loss of 
birds, damage to housing facilities 
and increased heating costs, accord-
ing to AgriLife Livestock Economist 
Dr. David Anderson.

“Beef cattle losses include es-

Ranchers spent the week providing extra feed and hay to livestock during the freeze. Livestock losses are estimated 
at $228 million, according to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Sheep photo courtesy Erika Archie. 

Cabbage sits wilting in fields following a week of freezing and below-freezing 
temperatures. 

WINTER STORM URI LEAVES LASTING DAMAGE
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timated value of death losses, ad-
ditional feed use, lost winter small 
grain grazing, lost weights and feed 
efficiency in feedlots, and losses 
due to delayed marketing,” he said. 
“Sheep and goat losses include esti-
mated death losses, and dairy losses 
include cattle death loss, lost milk 
production and the value of milk 
dumped due to transportation prob-
lems and processing delays.”

Additional costs for extra feed, fuel 
or electricity to run heaters to keep 
livestock warm and physical dam-
ages to the operation were included 
in estimates, added Amarillo AgriLife 
Economist Dr. Justin Benavidez.

“A rancher will typically feed two 

or more round bales per cow during 
winter. So, if hay isn’t available, they 
still have to purchase some type of 
supplemental feed, and all this is 
costly,” Benavidez said.

Because the storm hit during 
spring calving and lambing season, 
many newborn animals were lost. 
Benavidez noted losses would have 
been far worse if ranchers had not 
acted quickly and rescued as many 
of those newborns as possible.

But these losses will extend past 
just the current livestock genera-
tion, he said. The loss of an animal 
this year impacts subsequent herd 
size by taking out potential replace-
ment animals.

Losses to the greenhouse and 
nursery sector are expected to be 
high from Winter Storm Uri.

Damage to landscape plants, 
shrubs and trees was severe, noted 
Dr. Marco Palma, horticultural mar-
keting expert in the Department of 
Agricultural Economics at Texas 
A&M University. He said AgriLife 
and the Texas Nursery and Land-
scape Association are still awaiting 
responses from a statewide survey 
before providing any preliminary es-
timates.

“It will take some weeks before 
we get a full picture of the immedi-
ate losses, but they will easily be in 
the tens of millions and probably in 

the hundreds of millions of dollars,” 
Palma said. “The green industry will 
experience increased labor, fertilizer 
and other costs as part of the price 
of replacing the plant material that 
was lost during the winter storm.”

Damages to fruit and nut orchards, 
vineyards, grazing crops and ma-
jor commodity crops like corn and 
wheat are still being tallied.

AgriLife has compiled data from 
a variety of sources including farm-
ers, ranchers and other commercial 
producers, as well as others involved 
in or supporting production agricul-
ture. The agency is still working to 
collect information on damages and 
losses.

RESTORE Act aims to help Texas ag recover from natural disasters
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Two Texas Congressmen intro-

duced bipartisan legislation aimed 
at helping Texas agriculture recover 
from February’s winter storm.

The Rehabilitating Economic 
Success Through Overcoming Rural 
Emergencies (RESTORE) Act, HR 
1692, would provide disaster assis-
tance to farmers and ranchers. The 
bill would re-authorize the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Wildfire 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus 
(WHIP+) to aid farmers and ranch-
ers in recovering from natural disas-
ters in 2020 and 2021.

“I am proud to lead this bipar-
tisan effort for Texas’ agriculture 
community alongside my colleague, 
Congressman Cuellar. The historic 
winter conditions experienced in 
Texas resulted in over $600 million 
of agricultural losses, leaving many 
crops and dairy products destroyed,” 
Congressman Ronnie Jackson said. 
“In Texas, agriculture production 
is critical for our economy and food 
supply. The RESTORE Act will go 
a long way to support our farm-
ers during this tumultuous time as 
they work on restoring their opera-
tions. This bill will also re-stabilize 

our food supply, which recent events 
have proven is not invincible. Texans 
are resilient, so I know we will get 
through this together.”

Winter Storm Uri left devastat-
ing effects on Texas agriculture, but 
2020 was also a difficult year for 
farmers and ranchers in the Lone 
Star State.

After several months of drought 
conditions, Hurricane Hanna slammed 
the Texas Gulf Coast and Rio Grande 
Valley. Farmers, ranchers and other 
agribusinesses in the area suffered 
major losses from the Category 1 
hurricane.

“Texas Farm Bureau is pleased 
Congressmen Ronny Jackson and 
Henry Cuellar have introduced the 
RESTORE Act to provide needed 
and expanded assistance for farmers 
and ranchers impacted by extreme 
weather events. Whether it was 
the most recent winter storm, hur-
ricanes in 2020 or ongoing drought 
conditions in other regions of the 
state, Texas agricultural producers 
are in desperate need of relief,” Texas 
Farm Bureau President Russell Boe-
ning said. “We thank Congressmen 
Jackson and Cuellar for working to 
address these challenges head-on. 
Texas Farm Bureau is proud to sup-

port this bipartisan legislation and 
looks forward to working with lead-
ers in Congress to provide relief for 
hardworking farm and ranch fami-
lies across the country.”

WHIP+ compensates farmers and 
ranchers for losses due to natural 
disasters like many in Texas experi-
enced in 2020 and so far in 2021.

“Texas farmers and ranchers 
have suffered widespread and cata-
strophic losses from recent natu-
ral disasters. This legislation will 
provide critical assistance to crop 
and livestock producers because of 
droughts, extreme cold and power 

outages,” Cuellar said. “As a senior 
member of the Agricultural Sub-
committee on Appropriations, I am 
committed to delivering support to 
our agricultural industry who work 
every day to put food on our tables 
during this pandemic and beyond.”

WHIP+ previously provided pay-
ments to farmers and ranchers to 
offset losses from drought or excess 
moisture in 2018 and 2019.

Boening also testified before the 
Texas Legislature in mid March 
on the need for assistance to help 
farmers and ranchers rebuild and 
recover. 

Farmers in the Rio Grande Valley who grow watermelons and citrus suffered 
major losses from the winter storm. 

WINTER STORM URI LEAVES LASTING DAMAGE
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Heartbreak in South Texas as fruit, vegetable crops lie in ruin
By Ed Wolff

Video Services Manager 
Gut-wrenching. The Texas cit-

rus crop ruined. Watermelon plants 
wilted. Broccoli destroyed. Lettuce 
disintegrated. When Winter Storm 
Uri hit, it brought more than sub-
freezing temperatures, ice and snow. 
It brought devastation, and Texas 
farmers and ranchers felt the chill.

“I’ve never experienced anything 
like this. I mean, this wiped us out 
completely,” Brandon Laffere, owner 
of L&L Farms, said. 

Brandon’s family has grown vege-
tables near Uvalde for three genera-
tions. This area of Southwest Texas 
is called the Winter Garden due to its 
normally mild winters, allowing for 
a salad bowl of crops to flourish. But 
this year, Uri ravaged those greens 
with an arctic blast. Lows in the 
teens. Days of continuous freezing 
temperatures and a white blanket 
of snow and ice. When the ground fi-
nally began to thaw, Brandon’s hope 
for a bountiful harvest melted. 

“This is heartbreaking, I guess. I 
mean, to see all this, see everything 
that you’ve been living with for 70 to 
90 days and then right about harvest 
and you lose everything,” he said. 

Farmers like Brandon were hit 
hard. Texas vegetable growers across 
the state took at least a $150 million 
hit. Without any kind of crop insur-
ance available to vegetable farmers, 
there isn’t much to do but plow up 
the pieces and hope for next year. 

About four hours south in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Mike Helle raises wa-
termelons, honeydew melons, onions 
and more near Edinburg. His melons 
were just breaking through the soil 
when Uri arrived, bringing bone-
chilling winds and low temperatures 
near 20 degrees. The young shoots 
simply couldn’t withstand the bitter 
cold. 

“That’s heartbreaking. This field 
was beautiful. The crop had been in 

WINTER STORM URI LEAVES LASTING DAMAGE

the ground. It was starting to take 
off and everything looked wonderful, 
like a picture,” he said. “It’s pretty 
tough to go through that. You got 
knots in your stomach, just think-
ing what happened, could have hap-
pened, or what could you have done. 
We did all we could.”

Mike’s son, also named Mike, 
has been farming with his dad for 
about eight years. This isn’t the Rio 
Grande Valley’s first freeze, but it is 

his first time to feel the frigid bite of 
a frozen crop. 

“The first day, we had about 18 
hours under freezing. The next day 
was about 15 hours under freez-
ing. By Friday when the sun came 
out, we could really tell the dam-
age,” Mike said. “It was time to start 
thinking about what we needed to 
do the following week to replant and 
start over.”

The two Mikes are going to try 

again. They were able to find some 
watermelons from Georgia to replant. 
They are hoping this time around 
Mother Nature isn’t as bitter. Many 
of the workers helping them replant 
would normally be in the Texas citrus 
orchards, but the main thing growing 
on those branches now is uncertainly. 
This year’s crop is ruined, and some 
of next year’s is, too. 

“We got down to 21 degrees for 
about four hours straight, and we 

Brandon Laffere’s vegetable crops 
were lost to the freeze.

Early estimates from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service show more than 
$15 million lost in sales of cabbage. 

Watermelons were one of the crops grown by the Helles  
that succumbed to the bitter cold of Winter Storm Uri.

Farmworkers help the Helle family plant watermelon 
transplants.
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spent a total of over 53 hours below 
freezing,” Dale Murden, president 
of Texas Citrus Mutual, said. “The 
fruit that you see on the tree doesn’t 
like it much below 28. Trees don’t typi-
cally like it below 26. That night of the 
freeze, I’d cut open fruit and it was ice 
inside.”

Once it ices over inside, citrus fruit 
turns to mush.

Growers face staggering losses to nursery, greenhouse sector
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor 
This was expected to be a good 

marketing year for growers of com-
modities like turgrass, trees, shrubs 
and nursery plants, according to 
John Begnaud, a retired Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service horticul-
turalist in San Angelo. 

Then Winter Storm Uri hit.
“There could be some challenges 

this year for inventory. Wholesale 
growers usually plan years in ad-
vance what kind of plant materials 
need to be planted and how much,” 
Begnaud said. “When COVID-19 
came along, people switched from go-
ing to the office to working and stay-
ing home and doing all these home 
projects, and landscape projects in 
particular. So, we saw this as one of 
the best years for the retail nursery 
industry that we’ve had in years be-
cause people are going out shopping 
and buying plant materials for their 
homes and gardens.”

“It’ll eventually fall to the ground, 
and it renders that basically useless.” 
he said. We’re trying to salvage what 
we can right now for juice, but it’ll all 
be on the ground before we can get 
around to get what’s remaining.”

Only about half of the grapefruits 
were already harvested. Almost all 
of the late oranges were still on the 
trees. The extent of the damage to the 

trees isn’t fully known yet. Branches 
will have to be cut back. Some trees 
may have to be replaced. It could take 
up to seven years for citrus growers to 
recover. Farmers like Dale are hoping 
customers stick with them. 

“I might not be on the shelf for a 
couple of years, but remember that 
you liked Texas grapefruit and Texas 
oranges, and when we get back on the 

shelf, just support us,” Dale said.
For one chilling week, Winter Storm 

Uri held the Lone Star State in an 
icy embrace. One that will be etched 
in the memories of Texas growers for 
years to come. But farmers and ranch-
ers will do what farmers and ranchers 
always do: Persevere. Moment by mo-
ment. Step by step. With a hope and 
determination that will never freeze. 

But now, Texas growers may be 
struggling to produce plants for cus-
tomers this spring. 

“If you consider the lag time to 
reach a five-gallon shrub, you don’t 
get that in one year’s time. You 
might plant cuttings, get the cut-
tings up, and have one-gallon plant 
material available in a year on some 
varieties of shrubs,” he said. “But 
sometimes it’s three to four years be-
fore you can get a two- to five-gallon 
shrub like most people would want 
to purchase.” 

In East Texas, greenhouse and 
nursery growers were devastated. 

Greenhouses collapsed and heat 
sources were shut off when areas 
lost electricity. Those who did man-
age to keep the heaters running are 
facing massive natural gas bills. 

In Cherokee County, where green-
house and nursery industry sales 
total about $65 to $70 million an-
nually, the situation is dire. Aaron 
Low, Cherokee County Farm Bureau 

president and Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service county agent, said 
the area’s economy is highly depen-
dent on those products and is facing 
a massive crisis.   

Low estimated the county’s green-
house growers are facing $15 to $20 
million in plant loss alone, with a 
conservative $10 million estimate in 
structure losses. 

Most of the county’s greenhouse 
and nursery businesses are family-
owned and employ thousands of res-
idents who have few other job pros-
pects in the rural area, Low said.  

Some growers will recover, while 
others said they may not be able to 
come back from such a massive blow. 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service economists say it’s still too 
early to put a number on damages 
to the nursery and greenhouse in-
dustry, but the dollar amount is ex-
pected to be astronomical. 

AgriLife and the Texas Nursery 
and Landscape Association collabo-
rated in February and March on a 
statewide loss assessment survey to 
help understand the scope of dam-
ages. 

WINTER STORM URI LEAVES LASTING DAMAGE

Citrus harvest was only about 60 percent complete when the storm hit. Dale Murden inspects the remaining fruit on the trees.
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Redfish farmers, industry suffer devastating losses after freeze
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
A strong business plan, a leap of 

faith and a background in raising 
fish couldn’t prepare Brandon Bow-
ers for the unprecedented and un-
predictable challenges he’d face in 
2020 and 2021. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and 
February’s winter storm devastated 
his business.  

The two combined into the per-
fect, yet awful, storm, leaving his 

WINTER STORM URI LEAVES LASTING DAMAGE

Texas is the redfish capital and the largest supplier of redfish in the United States, but the redfish industry experienced 
a devastating blow from Winter Storm Uri. The unprecedented cold temperatures could total $50 million worth of 
lost fish and fingerlings, according to aquaculture groups. Photo courtesy Brandon Bowers. 

new aquaculture farm to face an un-
certain future. 

“I started my farm about two-
and-a-half years ago, but I’ve been 
involved in aquaculture pretty much 
my entire life,” he said. “I grew up in 
it, and I’ve always had a passion for 
it. My wife and I decided we wanted 
to raise our five kids on the farm, so 
we started Texas Mariculture.” 

They’re located near Palacios, a 
small town on the Gulf Coast be-
tween Houston and Corpus. They 

raise red drum, also known as red-
fish.  

Growing conditions for farm-
raised redfish are ideal in the Gulf 
Coast area. That is until Winter 
Storm Uri ushered in freezing and 
below-freezing temperatures for five 
consecutive days in February.  

The impact? Complete devasta-
tion.  

Many aquaculture farms suffered 
major fish losses, but redfish farmers 
like Bowers were severely impacted.  

“In an effort to save the fish, we 
installed heaters into specifically 
constructed refuge areas, which 
were built and designed to mitigate 
losses due to a freeze,” Bowers said. 
“Unfortunately, all efforts and im-
provements could not overcome the 
brutal forces of the arctic freeze.” 

His biggest fear became a reality 
when he lost his entire crop after 
two-and-a-half years of hard work.  

“My first marketable crop and a 
new fingerling crop were lost within 
a matter of days,” he said. “I was in 
shock. You hear about people losing 
everything, but you don’t know what 
it’s like until you’re living it. This is 
my livelihood, and I don’t know what 
to do next.” 

He’s not alone.  
Farmers report about 99 percent 

of the domestic redfish supply was 
lost to February’s freeze.  

And in a state that’s known as the 
redfish capital and the largest sup-
plier of redfish in the United States, 
it’s an overwhelming blow to the 
industry. This species is a premier 
fresh fish item on the menu at many 
restaurants in southern states, but 
supplies will lack this year following 
the storm.  

“Every redfish farmer was im-
pacted, and many aquaculture farm-
ers felt some kind of impact from 
this freeze,” he said.  

Farmers and farmworkers have 
spent the days since the storm clean-
ing up dead fish from the ponds, but 
the future is uncertain. 

Because of a definition in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
(ELAP), redfish is not considered an 
eligible commodity for disaster as-
sistance.  

USDA classifies redfish as a fin 
fish, rather than a game fish, which 
excludes it from the program. 
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Prior to February’s devastating freeze, Brandon Bowers and one of his five 
children fed the fish together one evening. Bowers wants his children to inherit 
the same appreciation for aquaculture as he did. Photo courtesy Brandon 
Bowers.

Farmers and their employees work to clean up the dead fish in the farm ponds. 
Photo courtesy Brandon Bowers. 

“The bills don’t stop. They just 
keep coming in, whether it’s rent, 
equipment, labor, the hatchery, elec-
tric, administrative. Everything still 
keeps coming,” Bowers said. “Plus, 
we have to clean up all the dead fish 
in the ponds, and then also make 
sure we dispose of them properly 
and prepare for the next cycle, if 
there is a next cycle.”

Everything’s at stake for Bowers 
and many of the few remaining red-
fish farmers in the state. 

The small group came together 
to advocate for assistance with the 
help of Texas Farm Bureau and oth-
er organizations. 

“This is a very demanding in-
dustry, and not many of us redfish 
farmers really talked to each other a 
lot prior to the storm,” Bowers said. 
“But now we’ve reached out to one 
another. We’re working together, and 
we’ve met with Congressman Cloud. 
We’ve also reached out to state law-
makers about this situation.”

Without disaster aid, Bowers fac-
es many unknowns.  

“We have had many hurdles along 
the way, as with every new startup, 
but we were still on track to do well,” 
he said. “We chose redfish due to the 
increasing demand for fresh U.S. 
farm-raised fish and, at the time, 
felt improvements to freeze protec-
tion protocols reduced freeze risks 
associated with raising redfish. Very 
little redfish have been lost due to 
cold temperatures since the freeze of 
1989.”

If they were eligible for ELAP, 
it still wouldn’t make the farmers 
whole, but it would provide them 
something to help move forward.  

Estimates provided by the red-
fish farmers show there’s about $50 
million worth of loss of redfish and 
fingerlings. A devastating blow to 
farmers and restaurants.  

The damage, however, may not 
have been as severe if social distanc-
ing and shelter-in-place orders had 
not been implemented due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.
“That’s what you call a perfect 

storm because right now, because 
of COVID-19, our sales were sup-
pressed or almost even stopped since 
around November. We were forced to 
sit on an abnormally high inventory, 
and not only did we sit on those, but 
we also continued to build as we con-
tinued to feed them. We just knew 
we were going to come out of this,” 
he said.  

Bowers was feeling optimistic 
that he had made it through Decem-
ber and January, which are usually 
the worst months for aquaculture 
when the cold can stress the fish.  

“The farm was sitting on and still 
building inventory at a time when 
redfish farmers are most vulner-
able, but we made it through those 
months and stayed optimistic. Lent 
was coming, the COVID vaccine was 
here and restaurants were increas-
ing in capacity. There was going to 
be a demand for our fish,” Bowers 
said. “Then this happened.” 

It could take up to two years for 
redfish farmers to recover.  

“COVID really magnified this is-
sue because we sat on so much in-
ventory. And because we lost all of 
our revenue for three, four months 
prior, that was when we took the 
significant hit. Now, without any as-
sistance, the future of the redfish in-
dustry may or may not exist. We’re 
asking for immediate assistance so 
that we can continue to operate and 
move forward with the production 
of fingerlings to start over,” he said. 
“And in the long term, we’re looking 
for some kind of assistance for all 
aquaculture producers so that we 
can have more young farmers join 
the industry and get excited about 
aquaculture.” 

For now, Bowers is left tread-
ing water as he awaits word from 
legislators and USDA about pos-
sible assistance. The future of Texas 
Mariculture and the Texas redfish 
industry remains uncertain.

The pandemic’s effects on restaurant business lowered the demand for redfish. 
Photo of harvest-ready redfish courtesy Brandon Bowers. 
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ON NEW CASE IH ROUND BALERS OR NEW 
DC SERIES DISC MOWER CONDITIONERS.

FARM 
BUREAU 
DISCOUNT**$200PLUSFINANCING 

AVAILABLE*

 * For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good 
through December 31, 2021. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions will apply. This transaction will be unconditionally interest free. Offer subject to change or 
cancellation without notice.

** Offer available through December 31, 2021. Available on new Case IH Round balers and Disc Mower Conditioners. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, 
which may be obtained at fbverify.com/case. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. FARM BUREAU, the letters FB, the FB National Logo, 
and the State Farm Bureau Logo are service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Case IH.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Print your certificate today!† Visit http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a 
cash discount - from $300 to $500

- when purchasing qualifying Case IH 
equipment from participating dealerships.

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY 

CENTER
800-588-7100

www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
800-514-9381

www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
956-689-2137

www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ.CO. INC.

361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Cattle market transparency legislation introduced in Congress

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Ranchers and other members of 
the beef supply chain have long ex-
pressed the need for increased trans-
parency in the beef cattle industry. 
Recent events like the COVID-19 
pandemic and Holcomb meatpack-
ing plant fire strengthened that 
message to the point where lawmak-
ers are attempting to address those 
concerns.

A bipartisan U.S. Senate bill, the 
Cattle Market Transparency Act of 
2021, would restore transparency 
and enhance accountability through 
establishing regional cash mini-
mums and equipping cattle opera-
tions with more pricing information.

“America’s ranchers don’t control 
the prices they are paid for their 
products, and those raising livestock 
have legitimate questions about 
pricing. When the pandemic hit, 
meat prices at grocery stores went 
up while the prices paid to farm-
ers fell through the floor,” American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
President Zippy Duvall said. “This 
legislation will ensure farmers and 
ranchers have fair access to markets 
and are fully informed on pricing, so 
they can continue to put food on the 
table in homes across the country.”

Nebraska Sen. Deb Fischer, a 

member of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, 
and Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden reintro-
duced the act after it failed to gain 
any traction when Fischer first filed 
it during the 116th Congressional 
Session last year.

“I am pleased to reintroduce this 
bill with bipartisan support. It will 
help facilitate price discovery and 
provide cattle producers with the 
information they need to make in-
formed marketing decisions,” Fischer 
said in a press release. “I am commit-
ted to working across the aisle to ad-
vance the bill forward this Congress.”

Farm and ranch organizations, 
including AFBF and Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB), are supportive of the 
new legislation. 

The bill aligns with goals set forth 
last year by the AFBF Cattle Market 
Working Group.

Ten state Farm Bureau presi-
dents, including TFB President Rus-
sell Boening, spent several months 
investigating factors that led to 
those major market disruptions and 
considering solutions and proposals 
before developing the final report.

“The COVID-19 pandemic clearly 
disrupted markets and our process-
ing systems, but cattle producers 
were also affected by the closure of 
the Tyson beef packing plant in Kan-

sas after a fire in late 2019,” Boen-
ing said. “The working group invited 
input from economists, government 
staff, university staff and other in-
dustry experts to help us better un-
derstand these two events and the 
factors impacting the beef industry 
and our Farm Bureau members.”

According to Fischer’s press re-
lease, in addition to the regional cash 
thresholds and a public marketing 
contracts database, the Cattle Mar-
ket Transparency Act will also pro-
hibit USDA from using confidential-
ity as a justification for not reporting 
livestock mandatory reporting from 
packers. It mandates packers report 
the number of cattle scheduled to be 

delivered for slaughter each day for 
the next 14 days to USDA on a daily 
basis.

“Texas is different than other 
cattle-feeding areas in the country, 
so having that understanding built 
into the legislation was important 
to us,” Tracy Tomascik, TFB asso-
ciate director of Commodity and 
Regulatory Activities, said. “We look 
forward to our continued work with 
leadership in D.C. to find common-
sense solutions on issues important 
to farmers and ranchers.”

Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler 
of Missouri is expected to introduce 
companion legislation in the U.S. 
House of Representatives soon.

Industry groups raise the alarm on U.S.-Mexico trade relationship
In late March, 27 leading food 

and agricultural associations sent a 
letter communicating growing con-
cerns over the rapid deterioration of 
the U.S.-Mexico trade relationship 
to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack and U.S. Trade Representative 
Katherine Tai. 

The letter calls attention to  
alarming  recent developments with 
regard to food and agriculture trade 
relationship with Mexico and urges 
action to address these significant 
challenges. 

Together, the group of associa-
tions represent much of the food and 
agriculture sector that is responsible 
for roughly one-fifth of the country’s 

economic activity, directly support-
ing over 23 million jobs—constitut-
ing nearly 15 percent of total U.S. 
employment. 

Signers include the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF), 
the American Soybean Association, 
Corn Refiners Association, Inter-
national Dairy Foods Association, 
North American Meat Institute, Na-
tional Grain & Feed Association and 
the U.S. Dairy Export Council.

“Mexico is one of America’s most 
important food and agriculture 
trade partners. NAFTA has yielded 
strong benefits to both countries 
and the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA) promises to build 

upon those gains. Yet, the food and 
agriculture trade relationship with 
Mexico has declined markedly, a 
trend USMCA’s implementation has 
not reversed,” the groups said in the 
letter. “We respectfully urge your at-
tention to this important but quickly 
deteriorating trade relationship.”

Leading concerns highlighted by 
the group include a ban on glypho-
sate and genetically modified corn, 
increased obstacles to dairy trade 
and an organic export certification 
requirement, a state-sponsored cam-
paign disparaging corn sweeteners 
from the U.S., a cessation of review 
and approval of biotechnology appli-
cations, implications from meat in-

dustry market access and geograph-
ical indications, a potato export ban 
and a new front-of-pack labeling 
regulation. 

These issues, along with a number 
of investigations on Mexico’s fresh 
produce exports to the U.S., hamper 
the competitiveness of U.S. farmers, 
ranchers and other members of the 
food and agriculture sector.

“We urge Secretary Vilsack and 
Ambassador Tai to engage with 
Mexico and enforce the agreements 
between our two countries to en-
sure farmers have a level playing 
field and continue to lead the world 
in producing safe, affordable food,” 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said. 
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Lumber prices soar during COVID-19, but timber prices fall

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Effects of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic continue to impact agriculture. 

In 2020, home renovation projects 
and new home sales increased. But 
many sawmills across the nation 
were deemed “nonessential busi-
nesses” and forced to temporarily 
shut down for weeks or months.  

Increased demand for lumber 
sent prices skyrocketing to 134 per-
cent over the previous year. 

At the same time, timber prices—
what landowners and tree growers 
are paid for the raw product—fell 
drastically. 

In Texas, the November-Decem-
ber 2020 statewide average on hard-
wood pulp was down 42 percent from 
2019 while pine pulpwood prices de-
creased 7 percent. Pine sawtimber 
prices and mixed hardwood saw-
timber prices were down 9 and 10 
percent, respectively, for the same 
period.

Why aren’t landowners and tim-
ber growers harvesting the same re-
wards as lumber mills? 

In Texas, two main factors are at 
play, according to Nacogdoches Coun-
ty Farm Bureau member Jim Dawson. 

“A decade or so ago, there was 
competition. We had mills all over 
the place, but the economy and some 
changes to tax law shut a lot of them 
down,” Dawson, a longtime forestry 
management consultant, said. 

Over the years, the construction 
industry shifted from using solid 
lumber to a variety of engineered 
wood products. Now, there’s only one 
mill within range of Nacogdoches 
that will accept larger logs to cut for 
high-quality lumber.

“We’ve transitioned over from big, 
beautiful logs to these little poles 
most of the mills now want. Basi-
cally they want fiber in tons instead 
of high-quality lumber. Now, it’s a lot 
of small-diameter sawmills that are 
very high-tech,” he said. “It doesn’t 
take a lot of people to run them. Logs 
are basically x-rayed from every di-
rection you can think of, so when 
they hit the saw, they’ll be turned ex-
actly the right way to get the great-
est lumber recovery out of them.”

Oriented-strand board (OSB) re-
placed plywood, according to Dawson. 

Pulpwood used to be turned into 
paper, but now it’s chipped and 
glued back together under heat and 
pressure to make a panel suitable 

Forestry has long been an economic contributor to Texas agriculture, and it’s 
yet another industry impacted by the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 

Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com
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for load-bearing construction. Daw-
son said it’s popular in flooring and 
walls for new houses and buildings. 

The smaller-diameter logs used 
for OSB and other engineered wood 
can be grown much quicker than 
traditional lumber cuts. 

The consolidation of the industry, 
increased efficiency through tech-
nology and shift in raw materials to 
cheaper, smaller, raw products creat-
ed an imbalance in East Texas tim-
ber. It’s the opposite of what’s hap-
pening in the lumber market. 

“We have a supply and demand 
problem here in East Texas. We have 
more timber than we have mills to 
process it,” he said. “Mills here are 
pretty much running at capacity. 
They couldn’t use any more logs if 
you gave them to them. They’re not 
going to pay any more for it than they 
have to, and as long as they have 
people standing outside wanting 
to get their truck across the scales, 
they don’t have to worry about that. 
And so that’s where we are.”

The trend first began in the early 
2000s and was only exacerbated by 
the pandemic. 

“In Texas, the timber industry 

was classified as essential industry 
from the start. So, we were able to 
keep working. But the fact that the 
pandemic shut down so much con-
struction and the market for the 
wood, that hurt,” Dawson said. “So, 
we have this big supply but no place 
to sell it.” 

Hauling timber to mills in other 
areas doesn’t make sense, because 
higher labor and fuel costs would 
take more out of already-thin profit 
margins. The only solution is more 
mill capacity or more mill locations, 
Dawson said.

“There are so few mills left here, 
but we did have a new mill that 
we can reach come in last summer. 
They’re talking about building some 
more,” he said. “We just haven’t had 
the manufacturing capacity here in 
East Texas in quite some time. The 
mills, I don’t know what their profit 
margin is. But somebody between 
the lumber and the load is making 
a pretty good profit somewhere, be-
cause it’s certainly not down here 
with the landowners.”

Timber assistance 
Although commercial timber har-

vesting and hauling were not initial-

ly eligible for the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP), U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack recently announced a new ini-
tiative that would include assistance 
for timber harvesting and hauling.

Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, along 
with eight other U.S. senators, ad-
vocated for timber assistance to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

“Among the hardest hit, and un-
fortunately overlooked, agricultural 
sectors has been timber harvesting 
and hauling,” the senators wrote in 
a Feb. 3 letter. “Given the severity 
of the situation, many loggers and 
haulers are facing hard decisions 
about whether they can afford to 
keep on in the industry.”

At press time, specific details re-

garding aid for timber harvesting 
and hauling were not yet available. 
But the American Loggers Council 
estimated in 2020, domestic paper 
mills reduced output or shut down 
operations altogether resulting in a 
$1.83 billion loss in the value of log-
ger-delivered wood, showing that as 
with other commodities, a dire need 
existed for federal support.  

“Like farmers, our loggers and 
haulers are an essential part of a 
much larger economy built around 
manufacturing the commodity prod-
uct into value-added goods,” the 
senators said. “In order to keep the 
broader forest products sector, we 
must ensure our loggers and haul-
ers make it through this enormously 
challenging time.”

Haulers are an essential part of the larger economy that manufactures value-
added goods from timber. They have also been impacted by the pandemic. 

There are 12 million acres of timberland in Texas. The area consists of 43 
eastern counties that receive enough rainfall to support commercial forests. 



26
A

P
R

IL
 2

, 2
02

1
TFB launches Lesson Plan Challenge for teachers

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas teachers can plant seeds 
of agricultural knowledge in class-
rooms and earn recognition for their 
efforts through Texas Farm Bureau’s 
annual Lesson Plan Challenge. 

This program gives teachers an 
opportunity to submit existing or 
newly-developed lesson plans that in-
tegrate agriculture in the classroom. 

“Along with entering for an oppor-
tunity to win prizes, this program 
offers teachers a chance to showcase 
the great work they are doing to 
Texas Farm Bureau, and potential-
ly, if selected as a winner, to other 
teachers who are looking to incor-
porate agriculture into their lesson 
plans, too,” Jordan Walker, TFB as-
sociate director of Organization di-
vision, Educational Outreach, said. 
“We encourage teachers to partici-
pate in the program, because we be-
lieve it is a great way for teachers to 
bring to light the wonderful efforts 

they are making to incorporate ag-
riculture into the classroom.”

Certified K-12 teachers can submit 
one completely developed lesson plan 
that clearly incorporates agriculture 
in the classroom. Teachers who teach 
any subject may participate, except for 
those teaching agricultural courses.

To participate, completed lesson 
plans must include supporting ma-
terials and a citation sheet that in-
cludes all sources used.

Lessons will be judged in four cat-
egories, and judges will select a first 
place winner from each category.

“Every student in every Texas 
classroom is a consumer, and even-
tually, they will all make their own 
choices about the food they eat and 
the products they buy. They will 
also one day make a career choice. 
With that, we believe it is necessary 
to grow agricultural literacy to fos-
ter educated and informed students 
who will become decision-making 
consumers, employees and maybe 

even industry experts in every com-
munity across Texas,” Walker said. 
“Our hope is to encourage informed 
dialogue and education about how 
agriculture is present in the deci-
sions we make, the science we learn 
about and nearly every other aspect 
of our lives and our learning.”

Each teacher who submits a com-
plete lesson plan will receive a class-
room garden kit that will include a 
32-cell starter tray, 32 soil pucks and 
10 packs of seeds.

Each teacher will also receive 
either the American Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture’s book of 
the year and the educator’s guide for 
the younger grade levels or a higher-
level book for teachers of higher-lev-
el grades.

All first place winners will have 
their lesson plans considered for in-
clusion as a curriculum resource on 
TFB’s website.

Winners will receive one digital 
microscope for use in the classroom 

and $300 to purchase classroom sup-
plies. The winners will also receive 
an all-expense paid trip to the 2021 
National Ag in the Classroom An-
nual Conference.

“We encourage Texas farmers and 
ranchers to promote this opportu-
nity to teachers across the state, so 
we can increase agricultural literacy 
and understanding among today’s 
students,” Walker said. 

Lesson plan submissions are due 
online April 26 at noon.

For more information, the online 
application, categories and judging 
criteria, visit texasfarmbureau.org/
aitc or email edoutreach@txfb.org. 
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Dicamba spray buffer zones increase for 2021 growing season

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

When the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) approved 
or extended registration on three di-
camba products last fall, the agency 
also increased control measures 
like buffer zones to reduce off-site 
movement of the product, commonly 
called dicamba drift.

Under the new registrations, the 
downwind in-field spray drift buffer 
requirement increased to 240 feet 
between the last treated row of a 
field and the closest downwind field 
edge in the direction in which the 
wind is blowing. 

The buffer may be reduced to 110 
feet with the use of a qualified hood-
ed sprayer.

The following areas may be includ-
ed in the buffer distance calculation 
when directly adjacent to the treated 
field edges, according to EPA:

• Roads, paved or gravel surfac-
es, mowed grassy areas adjacent to 

field, and areas of bare ground from 
recent plowing or grading that are 
contiguous with the treated field.

• Agricultural fields that have 
been prepared for planting.

• Planted agricultural fields con-
taining corn, dicamba-tolerant (DT) 
cotton, DT soybeans, sorghum, proso 
millet, small grains, sugarcane and 
other crops approved for post-emer-
gent dicamba use. If the applicator 
intends to include such crops as DT 
cotton and/or DT soybeans in the 
buffer distance calculation, the ap-
plicator must confirm the crops are 
in fact dicamba-tolerant and not 
conventional cotton or soybeans.

• Areas covered by the footprint 
of a building, shade house, silo, feed 
crib, or other man-made structure 
with walls and/or a roof.

For areas with endangered spe-
cies concerns, the downwind buffer 
was expanded to 310 feet downwind 
and a 57-foot in-field omnidirectional 
buffer. The buffer may be reduced to 

240 feet downwind using a qualified 
hooded sprayer in DT soybean crops 
only. The 57-foot omnidirectional in-
field buffer remains in place with or 
without use of a hooded sprayer.

Counties with listed species have 
tighter parameters for calculating 
buffers. Only these may be included:

• Roads, paved or gravel surfac-
es, mowed grassy areas adjacent to 
field, and areas of bare ground from 
recent plowing or grading that are 
contiguous with the treated field.

• Planted agricultural fields con-
taining DT plantings of cotton and 
soybeans.

• Areas covered by the footprint 
of a building, silo or other manmade 
structure with walls and/or a roof.

In a memo supporting the regis-
tration decision, EPA said it com-
pleted species-specific Endangered 
Species Act effects determinations 
for dicamba used in cotton and soy-
beans prior to issuing the latest reg-
istrations. 

The agency found no discernable 
effects to threatened and endan-
gered plants and animals on the fed-
eral endangered species list.

In Texas, there are 104 federally-
listed endangered or threatened 
plants and animals found in 10 Pes-
ticide Use Limitation Areas (PU-
LAs) across the state.

To verify if a particular area is 
subject to the 310-foot downwind in-
field and 57-foot omnidirectional in-
field buffer restrictions, applicators 
must check EPA’s Bulletins Live! 
Two prior to making an application.

Once the user has selected the 
PULA in which he or she intends to 
apply dicamba and selected the prod-
uct’s active ingredients, an Endan-
gered Species Protection Bulletin will 
be created with all relevant informa-
tion. The bulletin may be printed or 
saved as a digital document.

EPA has more answers to fre-
quently asked dicamba-related ques-
tions at www.epa.gov.
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Young farmers, ranchers appointed to TFB advisory committee

Twenty-five young producers were 
appointed to Texas Farm Bureau’s 
(TFB) Young Farmer & Rancher 
(YF&R) Advisory Committee.

An individual or a couple from 
each district serves two years on the 
committee. The district representa-
tives are named by TFB President 
Russell Boening.

Committee members are respon-
sible for recommending, promoting 
and evaluating programs and activi-
ties that encourage young people to 
become involved in Farm Bureau at 
the local, state and national levels.

The committee plans the YF&R 
Conference, Fall Tour and hosts dis-
trict events. They also raise money 
for scholarships with a live and silent 
auction during TFB’s annual meeting.

For more information on the 
YF&R program, visit https://texas-
farmbureau.org/YFR. 

District 1: Landon 
and Brianna Friemel 

Landon and Brianna Friemel 
farm cotton, wheat, corn and sor-
ghum and raise cattle with Landon’s 
brother. Landon and his brother also 
own a metal fabrication shop and 
run a custom swathing and manure-
spreading business. Brianna runs a 
home-based jewelry design company 
and is a partner in an event venue. 

District 2: Ryan 
and Cheyanne Colville 

Ryan and Cheyanne Colville live 
and work in Lynn County on their 
family’s commercial cattle ranch. 
They also own an independent crop 
consulting company. 

District 3: Colby 
and Allison White 

Colby and Allison White are the 
sixth generation to farm peanuts, 
wheat and cotton in Wilbarger 
County.  

District 4: James 
and Chelsea Davis 

James and Chelsea Davis are 
first-generation farmers and ranch-
ers who raise registered Maine An-
jou cattle and have a hay operation 
in Ellis County. They own and oper-
ate Davis Brothers’ Cattle Company 
along with James’ brother. They also 

operate a custom farming business 
that specializes in no-till cover crops 
and grass sprigging. James also 
works for a construction company, 
and Chelsea is a testing coordinator 
for Life School Elementary. 

District 5: Patrick 
and Lacey Williams 

Patrick and Lacey Williams are 
fourth-generation farmers in East 
Texas specializing in hay produc-
tion, liquid fertilization with weed 
and pest control and sprig cultiva-
tion. Patrick works with his father 
and brothers to manage Williams 
Farms, and Lacey is a labor and de-
livery nurse. 

District 6: Slayton 
and Abby Hoelscher 

Slayton and Abby Hoelscher grow 
cotton, corn, grain sorghum, pea-
nuts and wheat in Tom Green and 
Haskell counties. They also own 
Hoelscher Equipment Solutions, 
LLC, a company where they buy, sell 
and rent equipment. Abby is a mar-
keting manager at Mueller Metals, 
LLC and Spring Creek Products.

District 7: Jacob 
and Laura Henson 

Jacob and Laura Henson are part 
owners in an Angus-cross commer-
cial cattle herd and help operate 
Laura’s family’s farm, white-tail 
deer ranch and silage harvesting 
business. Jacob works for Infinity 
Firearms, and Laura is an instruc-
tor at Tarleton State University and 
owns Laura Henson Designs. 

District 8: Travis 
and Kaylin Isbell 
(Committe Chair) 

Travis and Kaylin Isbell raise 
commercial cattle and dorper sheep 
in Williamson County. They also 
manage two other local cow herds, 
grow winter oats, grow Sudan grass 
for hay production and do custom 
hay baling. Kaylin is also a farm and 
ranch real estate agent. 

District 9: Preston 
and Brooke Sturdivant 

Preston and Brooke Sturdivant 
are aspiring small ranchers in An-
derson County. Preston is a county 
Extension agent for Texas A&M Agri-

Life Extension Service, and Brooke is 
a dental hygienist in Palestine. 

District 10: Brian 
and Emily King

Brian and Emily King grow, pack 
and ship onion transplants and can-
taloupes in Dimmit County at Dix-
ondale Farms. Brian manages the 
farming operation for both onion 
transplants and cantaloupes. Em-
ily oversees all post-harvest duties 
for both crops, including marketing, 
packing, cooling and shipping. They 
also raise a small herd of commer-
cial cattle and oversee the family 
hunting ranch in Zavala County. 

District 11: Kevin 
and Jackie Seawright 

Kevin and Jackie Seawright are 
first-generation swine farmers. They 
own Right Track Farms, where they 
breed show and market pigs. Kevin 
works for Ecolab, and Jackie is a 
quality assurance and food safety 
manager at Colorado County Rice 
Mill, Inc. 

District 12: Kenworth Krause 
Kenworth Krause is the co-own-

er and operator of a small truck-

ing company, K5 Trucking, LLC, 
in Karnes County with his father. 
They haul grain, hay, fertilizer and 
rock and provide custom hay baling, 
shredding and planting. Kenworth 
also has a small hay operation, 
grows grain sorghum and manages 
a small herd of Brahman cattle. 

District 13: Travis 
and Bethany Wanoreck 

Travis and Bethany Wanoreck are 
first-generation farmers who grow 
cotton, grain sorghum and wheat in 
Bee, Jim Wells and Nueces counties. 
They also custom sow wheat and cus-
tom harvest cotton. Bethany is the 
district nurse at Orange Grove ISD. 

AFBF YF&R Committee: 
Eric and Alisha Schwertner 
Eric and Alisha Schwertner farm 

and ranch in Runnels County. Their 
operation consists of cotton, corn, 
sorghum and wheat. Eric is also the 
owner and operator of a custom cot-
ton harvesting business. Alisha is a 
product manager for Agrian, a farm 
data software company. The Schwert-
ners serve on the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation YF&R Committee. 

Hall joins TFB’s Organization division
Roger Hall is transitioning to 

a new role as the associate direc-
tor of the Organization division for 
Leader Development. Hall current-
ly serves as the Area 8 field repre-
sentative in TFB’s Field 
Operations division. 

In Hall’s new position, 
he is responsible for the 
Young Farmer & Ranch-
er program and will re-
sume responsibility for 
all of the organization’s 
leadership development 
programs. He also will 
assist in the youth and 
education areas of the 
Organization division. 

During the transition, Hall will 
continue working with the coun-
ties in Area 8. He serves as the li-
aison between the state office and 
county Farm Bureaus, working di-
rectly with members and leaders 

in Central Texas. He joined TFB’s 
Field Operations division in 2014 
as the area coordinator for Area 
19, which is south of the Dallas-
Fort Worth area. 

Prior to joining TFB, 
he was the event mar-
keting coordinator for 
Texas Beef Council. 

For eight years, he 
traveled across the 
state, representing the 
beef council at consum-
er events, fairs and fes-
tivals to promote beef 
and host grilling dem-
onstrations. 

Hall graduated from Texas State 
University in San Marcos with a 
bachelor’s degree in Applied Arts 
and Sciences. 

He and his wife, Kacey, have 
two kids, Madison and Hunter. The 
Halls reside in Lorena. 
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and is designed to be strong with heavy chains, large tires and doors that are strong as steel (because that’s what they 
are). With a 19% increase in baling speed and capacity compared to the 604R Signature baler, it also can produce a bale 
approximately 30% denser than the 604R Classic and Signature balers. And finally, a baler with smart and sensible features 
such as auto-eject and a net lift system. The 604R Premium baler is primed for productivity.

ALICE
EDGARS FARM EQUIP. & 

SERVICE
361-664-5022
361-227-0916

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND 

EQUIP. INC.
800-717-3157

collinstractorandequipment.com

STAR
MOORE'S SERVICE CENTER

325-948-3595
mooresservicecenter.com

b l o w
pa s t
s p r i n g
c l e a n i n g
ƒ

** *

stihldealers.com

“Light weight and easy to use.”
- Haefdh

"This trimmer is a great value." 
- Alwaysstihlin

"Powerful and lightweight." 
- Kevin2376

"It starts easily and runs great." 
- Dick44

HSA 45 BATTERY
HEDGE TRIMMER

FS 40 C-E
TRIMMER

BG 50
HANDHELD BLOWER

MS 170
CHAIN SAW

16" bar†

All prices are XXX-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. *Built in the United States from  domestic and foreign parts and 
components. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed 
on.  Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. ©2021 STIHL

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

Mystery seed shipments solved, APHIS says
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
After a lengthy probe into the 

thousands of reports from U.S. citi-
zens who received unsolicited pack-
ages of mystery seeds in the mail, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) deter-
mined the seeds were not sent in an 
attempt to attack American agricul-
ture.

“There is no correlation between 
where the seeds were sent and U.S. 
critical agricultural infrastructure,” 
APHIS said in a statement.

To help combat misinformation 
and protect U.S. agriculture, the 
agency released additional guidance 
that will assist buyers and sellers in 
complying with U.S. law when im-
porting seeds and live plants from 
other countries.

“Plants and seeds for planting 
purchased online from other coun-
tries can pose a significant risk to 
U.S. agriculture and natural re-

sources, because they can carry 
harmful insects and pathogens,” 
APHIS Plant Protection and Quar-
antine Program Deputy Administra-
tor Dr. Osama El-Lissy said. “We’ve 
been working closely with e-com-
merce companies and other federal 
partners to stop the flow of illegal 
plant and seed shipments from en-
tering the country. This new site is 
a big step forward in our efforts to 
facilitate the safe trade of plants and 
seeds through the e-commerce path-
way.”

The guidance, Buying and Selling 
Plants and Seeds Online, outlines 
buyer and seller responsibilities, of-
fers information on plant and seed 
species that have additional import 
requirements and provides a list of 
prohibited plants and seeds for im-
port into the United States. It also 
lists required documents, such as 
import permits and phytosanitary 
certificates.

APHIS published the resources 
after investigating many reports of 

unsolicited seed deliveries that be-
gan suddenly in July 2020.

The agency confirmed some seeds 
were sent to the U.S. unsolicited, but 
others were seeds ordered by recipi-
ents who were unaware they would 
be coming from a foreign country.

Most of the seed shipments were 
illegal, because they lacked the nec-
essary permit or phytosanitary cer-
tificate. 

While there was no evidence of 
foul play or intent to harm U.S. agri-
culture, the results could have been 
far worse if noxious plant species,  
seeds or pathogens had inadvertent-
ly been sent.

“We are thankful to the public 
for reporting the seeds and getting 
them to USDA officials so that we 
could investigate them and avoid in-
troducing foreign pests into our en-
vironment,” El-Lissey said. 

The agency now believes the un-
solicited seeds were used in an inter-
net “brushing scam,” where e-com-
merce sellers ship inexpensive items 

to increase transactions. As transac-
tion numbers increase, a seller’s rat-
ing also rises, making them appear 
more trustworthy and pushing up 
their products in search result rank-
ings on e-commerce sites. 

Investigators are now working 
with e-commerce companies to re-
move online sellers who have par-
ticipated in illegal importation of 
plants or seeds.

APHIS officials remind people 
and businesses to comply with all 
applicable U.S. import requirements 
when purchasing plants or seeds for 
planting from another country. 

If you or someone in your house-
hold receives an unsolicited package 
containing seeds or plant materials, 
or if you’d like additional informa-
tion, contact the agency’s Permits 
Help Desk by phone at 877-770-5990 
or email plantproducts.permits@
usda.gov.

Learn more about buying and 
selling plants and seeds in APHIS’ 
Buying and Selling Plants and Seeds 
Online guidance document available 
at www.aphis.usda.gov.
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Texas A&M student competes in AFBF’s Collegiate Discussion Meet

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

College students from across the 
nation competed virtually in the 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
(AFBF) Collegiate Discussion Meet. 
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) was rep-
resented by Hannah Followill, a se-
nior at Texas A&M University.

Followill won TFB’s Collegiate 
Discussion Meet in 2020, qualifying 
her for the national competition. 

“Competing against students 
from across the country on agricul-
tural topics was an amazing experi-
ence,” Followill said. “We discussed 
issues and solutions to a variety 
of challenges facing farmers and 
ranchers right now.”

The Virtual Collegiate Discussion 
Meet, conducted using web confer-
encing again this year, is designed 
to replicate a committee meeting 
where discussion and active partici-
pation are expected from each colle-
giate participant. College students 
are judged on their ability to ex-
change ideas and information on an 
agricultural topic and find answers 

or solutions related to it.
During the first round of the con-

test, Followill discussed the risks 
and rewards of big data and smart 
farming, as well as how to estab-
lish new and diverse foreign trading 
partners and enhancing existing re-
lationships. 

Followill advanced to the Sweet 
16 round and discussed investments 
and policy initiatives that can pro-
vide reliable broadband access to 
farmers, ranchers and rural America. 

“I didn’t grow up in a rural area, 
but the issue of rural broadband is 
one that’s important,” she said. “Ex-
panding or developing new tech-
nologies in agriculture stems from 
broadband access, and rural broad-
band is part of the way we connect 
with each other. It is a challenge we 
need to build upon, and policymak-
ers are really diving into the issue 
and discussing how to appropriate 
funds.”

Although Followill grew up in 
Houston, she developed a passion for 
all things agriculture at a young age. 
She also has a strong background in 

the equine industry. 
As a senior at Texas A&M, Follow-

ill is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
Agribusiness with minors in Span-
ish and Horticulture. 

While at Texas A&M, Followill 
became interested in agricultural 
policy. She interned on Capitol Hill, 
gaining perspective and experience 
in the policy-making process. 

“I’m thankful for the support 
from Texas Farm Bureau and the 
Young Farmer & Rancher Commit-
tee,” Followill said. “I made so many 
new connections and relationships 
through this experience, and I was 
able to learn about many issues fac-
ing agriculture.”

Twenty-four competitors par-
ticipated in this year’s Virtual Col-
legiate Discussion Meet. All com-
petitors received a $150 scholarship 
courtesy of CHS Foundation in rec-
ognition of their efforts and making 
it to the national level. 

Students advancing to the Sweet 
16 round received an additional 
$250 scholarship. 

The national winner was Abigail 

Durheim from the University of Ne-
braska. 

For more information on oppor-
tunities for collegiate students and 
young farmers and ranchers, visit 
texasfarmbureau.org/YFR. 

Hannah Followill

2021 Texas Farm Bureau

PHOTO CONTEST

The annual Texas Farm Bureau Photo Contest is 
an opportunity for members to share their best 
pictures with the entire Lone Star State and 
maybe even win a cash prize.

The contest is limited to members of Texas Farm 
Bureau and their immediate families.

Entries are due June 1. 

Email photos, a brief description, member’s name, 
phone number and valid Texas Farm Bureau 
membership number to photocontest@txfb.org.

Complete rules and contest eligibility are 
available at texasfarmbureau.org/photo-contest.



Access to TFB member bene�ts and services 
information is available at 
www.texasfarmbureau.org

This issue’s featured benefit—

Ford
254-399-5034
www.fordspecialo�er.com/farmbureau/tx/

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
254-399-5034

IDX
www.idx.us/txfb/

Case IH Discount
254-399-5034

Caterpillar
www.fbadvantage.com/cat

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental  
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Amusement Park Discounts   
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Grainger Industrial Supply                         
Discount Program
1-877-620-2852

Beltone Hearing Aid Program 
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program 
Contact County Farm Bureau O�ce

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts 
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs   
Agelity – 1-866-292-7822
NBRX – 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn 
1-254-751-2420

Ji�y Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Hotel/Motel Discounts 
1-254-751-2624
1-800-537-8294

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program 
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses 
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales 
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane 
1-866-279-6660

O�ce Depot/O�ceMax 
www.o�cediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN’T COST–IT PAYS!

Complete detailed information about TFB’s benefits and 
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org 31
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Texas Farm Bureau members save on 
hotels, rental cars, amusement park 
tickets and sporting event tickets. 

texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

VACATION HAS 
NEVER SOUNDED 
SO GOOD!
Saving money makes it even better!

LET THE PLANNING BEGIN!
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FORD  F-150

We are proud to offer exclusive savings 
to Farm Bureau ® members and be the 
official truck of the Farm Bureau’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers.

FORD  SUPER DUTY ®

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

O N  E L I G I B L E  N E W  RA N G E R, F-1 5 0  O R  SU P E R  DU T Y ®

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

* Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus Cash on the purchase 
or lease of an eligible new 2020/2021/2022 Ford Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is not available on F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650 
and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some 
customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new 
retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer 
for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.

Official National Sponsor:
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Don’t miss out on this offer.
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC. 

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

BIG SPRING
BIG SPRING FORD, INC.

432-267-7424
www.bigspringford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

CUERO
WEBER MOTOR COMPANY

800-288-7033
www.webermotorcompany.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DECATUR
KARL KLEMENT FORD

800-772-8928
www.karlklementforddecatur.com

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

GRANBURY
MIKE BROWN FORD

866-510-0950
www.mikebrownford.net

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-421-0989
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

MOUNT PLEASANT
ELLIOTT FORD LINCOLN

903-572-3486
www.elliottautogroup.com

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
MCCOMBS FORD WEST

877-525-3672
www.mccombsfordwest.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD

979-743-4111
www.chuckbrownford.com

SNYDER
WILSON MOTORS

800-545-5019
www.wilsonmotorstx.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD

254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.

254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com
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Smith ends 46-year farming career on Texas South Plains

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

For Dan Smith, farming isn’t 
just a career. It’s a lifestyle he’s en-
joyed since he was born on the Texas 
South Plains. One that supported 
his growing family and provided him 
with some of the highest highs and 
the lowest lows. 

But most of all, he said, farming 
was just in his blood. 

“I grew up on the family farm, and 
my wife, Reeda Cay, grew on a farm 
about six miles away. We’ve lived in 
Lockney all our lives, except the years 
we were in school at Texas Tech,” he 
said. “We graduated college, came 
back, and we live in the house that 
I grew up in. This house was built by 
my grandfather, passed down to my 
parents, and then we raised our kids 
here.”

The couple always knew they 
would return to their hometown after 
graduation. Dan was so eager to farm 
in Floyd County, he tried to move back 
home at the end of his first semester 
of college. But his father wanted Dan  
to finish college first. 

“After my first semester in col-
lege, I came home for Christmas and 
brought everything with me,” Dan 
recalled. “My father said, ‘Let’s get 
something straight. I’m not going to 
help you unless you bring me a col-
lege degree.’ He was going to Texas 

Tech when World War II broke out, 
and he went into the service. But he 
never did go back after the war. He 
just said, ‘I didn’t get to finish col-
lege. So, if you want to come back 
and farm, you finish school first.’” 

During his junior year of college, 
140 acres came up for rent around 
Christmas. Dan’s dad told him it 
was a little earlier than their origi-
nal agreement, but the land was a 
good deal. 

At the age of 20, Dan started 
farming. He drove back and forth 
from Lubbock after school and on 
the weekends to grow his crops. 

Nearly half a 
century of farming

After graduating at the age of 23, 
Dan and Reeda Cay were officially 
farming full time. 

Over the last four decades, the 
couple saw many changes in agri-
culture. The changes brought more 
technology to agriculture and made 
farming even more efficient. 

“My dad saw a lot of advances, but 
I don’t think any generation saw the 
technology advance like I did,” he 
said. “The technology really cut down 
on labor and increased productivity. 
Farms could get bigger, and you could 
grow more cotton with less labor. We 
had to. We had to keep getting bigger 
and bigger to stay in business.”

From that first 140-acre rented 

farm to farming about 7,000 acres at 
his biggest point, Dan feels like he’s 
seen it all. 

“In farming, I’ve been on top of the 
world, and I’ve been at the bottom 
of it too many times. In most profes-
sions, you work hard, you do a great 
job, and you advance. Your salary 
improves. Your lifestyle gets better. 
The standard of living goes up. But in 
farming, you can be the best farmer 
possible and handle all your finances 
the best you can, and you can still 
lose your shirt. And it’s through no 
fault of your own,” he said. “Weather 
and markets, especially when they 
both team up together, that’s when 
it can really, really get you. You don’t 
always have this dependable, steady, 
guaranteed income source, even 
though you’re doing a great job.”

Reflecting on his farming career, 
Dan said it’s still the best choice he 
could have ever made for himself 
and his family. 

“With all the ups and downs, there 
are still far more ups than there are 
downs. It truly is the greatest life-
style. When you have a bumper crop, 
there’s just no better feeling,” he said. 
“If I had it to do all over again, I’d 
still do it. I’d like to know everything 
I know now and go back and redo it, 
of course. It’s the greatest life but also 
the toughest. You really have to ex-
perience it to understand it. I think 
that’s the best thing to say about life 
on the farm or ranch.”

Texas Farm Bureau 
involvement

Early on, his farming career took 
an unexpected turn when a Floyd 

Dan and Reeda Cay in August 1986 with a new John Deere 7445 cotton 
stripper. Courtesy photo.

Dan and Reeda Cay in February 2021. Dan noted he is wearing the same 
belt buckle in both photos. Courtesy photo.

Dan poses in front of a John Deere 
8300 in January 1995. Courtesy photo.

In 2001, he had a good cotton crop, one 
of many over the years. Courtesy photo.
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NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

The denser the bale, 
the better the feed.

newholland.com

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND EQUIP. INC.

800-717-3157
www.collinstractorandequipment.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

The Roll-Belt™ 560 Round Baler produces bales that are 39% more dense than 
the competition. A denser bale is naturally higher in crude protein and feed 
value, while providing improved palatability. It adds up to higher quality feed 
that can increase average daily gain in your cattle. See all the advantages a New 
Holland Roll-Belt™ Round Baler provides at betterbaling.com.

© 2019 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH 
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

County Farm Bureau board member 
asked him to consider serving on the 
board. This led to a lifetime of other 
agricultural experiences.

“My dad served on the Floyd 
County Farm Bureau board when I 
was growing up,” he said. “I decided it 
might be interesting to get involved. 
When I went on the board at the age 
of 23, everybody called me ‘the kid,’ 
because most of those guys were old 
enough to be my father. When I went 
off the Floyd County board, they were 
calling me ‘the old man’ because I was 
old enough to be all the guys’ dad by 
then. It took a lot of years, but things 
eventually reversed.”

Dan and Reeda Cay were ap-
pointed to the Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) Young Farmer & Rancher Ad-
visory Committee in 1984, and Dan 
was elected District 2 state director 
in 2012. He’s seen many changes at 
TFB throughout the years, but he 
said one thing has never changed: 
agricultural advocacy led by pas-
sionate people. 

“Texas Farm Bureau really is a 
grassroots organization run by the 
members. We say that because it’s 
true. The resolutions every year at 
the state convention are very impor-
tant, because that’s the road map 
Farm Bureau’s going to follow that 
year,” he said. “Texas Farm Bureau 

has certainly changed with agricul-
ture as agriculture has changed. If 
you take the Farm Bureau of the 
’70s and the Farm Bureau we have 
now, the core of it’s the same. But 
we have changed as times have 
changed, and it’s always been for 
the better.”

Representing his district as a 
state director was important, but 
it was also beneficial to learn more 
about other commodities in Texas 
and hear how farmers and ranchers 
from other parts of the state manage 
their operations. 

“The interaction with people all 
over our state is important, be-
cause we represent every agricul-
tural commodity. As state directors, 
we really got to go in-depth and see 
how the political system works in 
Austin and Washington. We went to 
different places all over the world 
learning about agriculture and how 
things are done,” he said. “We saw 
just how complex Farm Bureau as an 
organization is but also how down-
to-earth and grassroots it is. I’d hate 
to see what things would be like if 
we didn’t have Texas Farm Bureau 
or American Farm Bureau. It’s that 
important. No matter what you grow, 
we’re all in this together.”

Life after retirement
Now, he’s retired. He sold most 

of his equipment in an auction in 
February, except for a few older trac-
tors. But he couldn’t quite give up 
farming forever. A love of the land is 
rooted in his soul, so Dan kept 900 
dryland acres to farm to “stay busy.” 

And he wants his grandchildren 
to have farm experiences, too. 

“My daughters, Tikka and Mi-

chelle, both live in cities, but they 
do care about the farm. They always 
want to know what’s going on, and 
the grandkids want to ride the trac-
tor,” he said. “I did keep a couple of 
tractors, so I can still take them out 
when they come visit. They made it 
real clear we better still be able to 
take tractor rides.”

Cotton harvest in 2018. Dan said just one person can operate a John Deere 
CS690 cotton stripper-baler, replacing what used to be an entire crew. 
Courtesy photo.  
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Texas teacher nationally recognized for ag literacy efforts

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Eight educators from across the 
nation, including one Texas teacher, 
were selected as the 2021 National 
Excellence in Teaching About Agri-
culture award winners.

The award is a partnership be-
tween National Agriculture in the 
Classroom Organization (NAITCO), 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture and Farm Credit. These 
organizations bestow this honor 
each year upon educators who use 
innovative methods to incorporate 
agricultural concepts into standard 
school subjects like reading, writing, 
science, math and others.

TFB’s 2020 Outstanding Agricul-
ture in the Classroom Teacher Mar-
tha McLeod of San Patricio County 
was among the eight recipients.

She teaches science to third-, 
fourth- and fifth-grade students in a 
traditional classroom setting at Ful-
ton Learning Center. But she also 

brings agriculture to life through an 
outdoor classroom, small-scale poul-
try farm and school vegetable gar-
den where students raise chickens, 
grow vegetables, study pollinators 
and birds and participate in many 
other hands-on activities.

“Agriculture is present in every 
part of life from what we eat to the 
clothes we wear. However, many 
students are more removed from 
the farm than ever before. When we 
increase agricultural literacy in to-
day’s K-12 classrooms, we grow edu-
cated consumers and help students 
understand where their food and 
fiber come from,” Jordan Walker, 
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) associate 
director of Organization division, 
Educational Outreach, said. 

McLeod and the other winners 
will be honored at the 2021 National 
Agriculture in the Classroom Confer-
ence, Fields of Dreams, set for June 
28 to July 1 in Des Moines, Iowa.

“It’s such a great honor to be named 
for this award, and I hope I represent 

the people and teachers of Texas and 
Texas Farm Bureau well. Teachers do 
what we do for the love of kids and 
to make a difference in their lives,” 
McLeod said. “I go to work every day 
because I’m on a mission. So, it’s real-
ly nice to be recognized for something 
I would be doing anyway. The great-
est gift for me is the reward I find in 
making a difference in a child’s life, 
so I am so excited to attend the con-
ference this summer.”

McLeod grew up in Cotulla on a 
family farm and ranch before gradu-
ating from Texas A&M University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Animal 
Science. She found her passion for 
teaching when observing her young 
daughter at a school function. For 27 
years, she has worked diligently to 
combine her two passions: education 
and agriculture.

“Martha is a teacher who is so en-
thusiastic about sharing agriculture 
with her students,” Walker said. “Ed-
ucators like her are key to growing 
lifelong learners and perhaps even 

future leaders in agriculture.”
NAITCO is a non-profit organi-

zation representing Agriculture in 
the Classroom programs in most of 
the 50 states, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Its mission is to share the 
importance of agriculture with pro-
viding them with web-based materi-
als and workshops that demonstrate 
how agriculture can be used to effec-
tively teach core subject areas.

To learn more about NAITCO, 
visit www.agclassroom.org.

TEXAS AG TODAY
The only daily ag news 

podcast in Texas

A big state. And a big podcast.

Brought to you every week day.

Produced by the Texas Farm Bureau 

Radio Network with the largest farm 

news team in the Lone Star State.

Texas Ag Today is available on
Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts,

Spotify, Stitcher and TuneIn.



37
A

P
R

IL 2, 2021

Call 1-866-326-3276 
to advertise your business, service or items for sale in the Texas Trading Post

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1 ........................ $508 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1........... $799
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1.............. $900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
28LR26 100% TREAD R-3..................... $499
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
23.1-34 R2 8PLY BUFF.......................... $899
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
19.5L-24 NEW 12PLY R-4...................... $395
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP..... $225

We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pm

Grain Bins & Material Handling
- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 

Spouting, Flighting, Loading & 
Unloading Equip. & Parts.

- Hutchinson - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com 

© 2021 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its 
affliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offer is valid in the United States only from February 1, 2021, 
to April 30, 2021. Eligible units are select Can-Am Off-Road models sold and warranty. The terms and conditions may vary, and
these offers are subject to termination or change at any time without notice. †Rates as low as 3.99% APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000  
financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of 
$10,000 is $295.20/mo. Total cost of borrowing is $627.03 with a total repayment obligation of $10,000.00. Down payment may 
be required. Other financing offers may be available. Minimum and maximum amount financed may vary. Not all buyers will 
qualify. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply, depending on the 
participating financial institution(s). BRP is not responsible for any of the financing terms and conditions. Offer subject to change 
without notice. Financing promotions void where prohibited. See your BRP dealer for details. BRP recommends that all ATV-SSV 
drivers take a training course. See your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs and SSVs can be 
hazardous to operate. Never carry passengers on any ATV-SSV not specifically designed by the manufacturer for such use. All 
adult-model Can-Am ATVs are Category G ATVs (general-use models) intended for recreational and/or utility use by an operator 
age 16 or older. Carefully read the vehicle’s operator’s guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable 
laws and regulations. ATVs and SSVs are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the 
operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, 
alcohol and drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 
Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.brp.com.

FOR 36 MONTHS

CAN-AM ATV &  SSV 
MODELS 

3.99%
ON ALL

GET

†

CORPUS CHRISTI
CORPUS CHRISTI 

CYCLE PLAZA
361-852-7368

cccycleplaza.com

GEORGETOWN
RIDENOW 

POWERSPORTS
512-948-9922
www.ridenow-

georgetown.com

LUFKIN
EAST TEXAS 

POWERSPORTS
LOC IN LUFKIN/

NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990

etpowersports.com

SPRING SALES EVENT 
G O I N G  O N  N O W

YOU’VE BEEN WAITING ALL WINTER TO GET AFTER IT.

$1,000R E B AT E S
U P  T O

O N  2 0 2 0
M O D E L S

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

WARNING: Polaris® off‑road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on‑road use. Driver must be at least 
16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should 
always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never 
engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take 
a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2021 Polaris Inc.

EDINBURG
AMIGO POWER EQUIPMENT

800-383-6289
www.amigopowerequip.com

GEORGETOWN
RIDENOW POWERSPORTS

512-948-9922
www.ridenowgeorgetown.com

LUFKIN
EAST TEXAS POWERSPORTS

LOC IN LUFKIN/NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990

etpowersports.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com
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REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment 
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or 
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX 
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day 
Service.

BUILDINGS
CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us 
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz 
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment 
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our 
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

CONTAINERS

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 
monitors and Salvage equipment. 
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS.  Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-
proof. Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 
817-992-9122.

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag 
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES,  HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES 
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

254-221-7957

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

• Order Parts Online
   15% Rebate 
   • Appraisals

We can sell your surplus 
equipment at online auction 

anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

Lic: TXS 6676 

HELP WANTED

EARN $60,000/ YR. part-time in 
the Livestock or Farm Equipment 
Appraisal Business. Agricultural 
background required. Home Study 
Course available. 800 488-7570 or 
www.amagappraisers.com

FERTILIZER

FERTILIZE ORGANIC DRT OR-
GANICS From tip to tip Texas and 
beyond. Product and application. 
bearlane42@yahoo.com 903-925-
3818.

DiscoverTheForest.org

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A

Naturehood

Disaster 
could show up at 
YOUR doorstep.

Make a 
plan today.
Ready.gov/plan

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids
in science class.
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NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE TIRES

SOLAR PANELS

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

BBB A+ rating

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS

Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones • Franklin, TX

979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

LIVESTOCK

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS
Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-
202-5178

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top 
quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW. 
Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred 
& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-
8644 254-747-2701

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

www. read .gov

Socialize.

Discuss.

Engage.

www.twitter.com/texasfarmbureau

www.facebook.com/texasfarmbureau

www.instagram.com/texasfarmbureau

www.pinterest.com/texasfarmbureau

WITH A STROKE,

TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.

Learn more at  StrokeAssociat ion.org or 1-888-4-STROKE.

If you suddenly have or see any of these symptoms, call 9-1-1
immediately: Numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, 
especially on one side of the body • Confusion, trouble speaking
or understanding • Difficulty seeing in one or both eyes • 
Trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination 
• Severe headache with no known cause

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.

POULTRY

HARPER’S GAMEFARM,Bobwhite 
Quail and Ringneck Pheasant, Eggs, 
Day Old Chicks and Flight Birds.  Call 
806-435-3495 or 0528 or check out 
www.harpersgamefarm.com

Publish in how many issues?_____First issue ad should appear in: ___________
Enclosed is payment:   $___________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City____________________________State_________Zip__________
Phone_____________________Email________________________________

Ad Content:_______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Payment must be included with all ads. Ads failing to include payment will not run. Do not send cash! 

RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,

Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole 
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

Classification: _______________ (Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689. 
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

End poverty.
Start getting kids 
through high school.

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.



QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS!

(800) 446-7319 Belton, Texas

ALL NEW! Product Info, Manuals & More! • www.ag-meier.net

We value our dealer network so call now for a dealer near you.
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Available With 8, 10,  
Or 12 Rake Wheels 

Hay Rake  Hayvan Megaliner 

26’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 
Hayvan Individual  

Dump Trailers 

25’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 

Rotary Tillers 

48”, 60”, 72”, & 80” 

4-5-6 Bale Options  

Hay Liner  
Inline Trailers 

Mohawk No-Till Drills 

Hayvan No-Till Drills 

Flex Hawk Flex Eagle 
TPMA 

5 Different Post-Hole 

Digger Models  Bumper Pull & Gooseneck 

3 Point Skid & Trailer Sprayers 
Also Available Up To 1,000 Gal

15’   15’   

540/1000 RPM 

Available in 7’, 10’, &14’ 

Available in 7’, 10’, & 15’ 


