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There’s a lot of attention right 
now on rising commodity prices and 
increased demand both domestically 
and globally. 

Market upticks are beneficial. 
Higher prices help generate much-
needed revenue to add 
to a hopeful bottom-line.  

But this year, there’s 
a strong counterbalance 
to the improved com-
modity market—high 
production costs. 

In fact, a new Mar-
ket Intel report by the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation says the cost 
of growing crops could 
outpace revenue for 
many farmers in 2022.

Farm production costs are likely 
to increase 6% in 2022, which fol-
lows a 12% increase in 2021. This 
continues a trend stretching back 
several years. 

Since 2013, farmers have seen 
almost all production expenses in-
crease. For example, livestock and 
poultry expenses have gone up 46%, 
and marketing, storage and trans-
portation costs have increased 59%.

Texas farmers and ranchers are 
experiencing many production cost 
increases. We’re paying more for 
fertilizer, seed and crop protection 
chemicals. These inputs now make 
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OPINION

Higher production costs squeeze profit margins for agriculture
and ranch gate. The increased costs 
range from energy to labor to raw 
materials. 

We know that entities beyond the 
farm and ranch can pass their high-
er costs of business to the consumer, 
but we cannot.

The higher costs for fuel, fertil-
izer, water, equipment, seed and 
crop protection chemicals being paid 
by the farmer and rancher are ab-
sorbed by the farmer and rancher. 
The slim margins of profit shrink as 
each price increase is absorbed. 

The quote from President John F. 

Kennedy still holds true nearly 60 
years later, “The farmer is the only 
man in our economy who buys ev-
erything at retail, sells everything 
at wholesale, and pays the freight 
both ways.”

It’s a perilous time for U.S. agri-
culture. 

As an agricultural economics 
graduate of Texas A&M University, 
I understand the financial dynamics 
and risks of modern agriculture. It 
doesn’t make it any easier, though, 
to withstand the headwinds of to-
day’s economy. 

up to 17.5% of on-farm expenditures. 
Our rising fuel and energy costs 

have been exacerbated by uncer-
tainty due to the Russia invasion of 
Ukraine. There are increased costs 
of labor for both farms and ranches 

and those agribusinesses 
serving them. Then, there 
is the COVID-19 disrup-
tion of labor markets and 
production. 

We’re also paying more 
at the grocery store, just 
like everyone else. 

The price for groceries 
jumped 1.4% in February 
and 8.6% over the past 
year, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported. 

The monthly increase 
was the largest in about two years, 
but the 12-month increase was the 
biggest since the period ending April 
1981.

The common assumption is that 
we, as farmers and ranchers, must 
be benefitting from the higher prices 
at the grocery store. You and I both 
know that’s not happening.

For every dollar American con-
sumers spend on food, U.S. farmers 
and ranchers earn just 14.3 cents.

The increase in food prices we’re 
seeing now at the grocery store are 
reflections of higher expenses in the 
food supply chain beyond the farm 

By Russell Boening
President

There’s hot demand for rural Texas land
By Gary Joiner

Publisher
Statewide rural land sales were 

up almost 18% in 2021, according 
to the Texas Real Estate Research 
Center at Texas A&M University.

More than 846,000 acres of ru-
ral Texas changed hands last year. 
That’s an increase of 53% from 
2020.

Researchers say it’s the most ac-
tive period in Texas land market his-
tory, and Texas farmers and ranch-
ers see the land rush and impact on 

production agriculture every day.
The typical rural Texas tract 

size sold in 2021 was more than 
1,300 acres. And prices last year 
were higher—up 29% to $3,954 
per acre statewide. But some land 
has sold for even more—upwards 
of $10,000 per acre.

More folks are coming to Texas, 
too. That puts farms and ranches 
and their acres in high demand. 
Once farm and ranch land is de-
veloped, it leaves production agri-
culture forever.
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John Deere Dealers
See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Bramlett Implement, Incorp.
Stephenville, TX 

Fish & Still Equipment Co.
Crockett, TX

Henderson, TX

Lufkin, TX

Mashall, TX

Nacogdoches, TX 

King Ranch Ag & Turf
Robstown, TX

Tellus Equipment Solutions
Alice, TX 

Fredericksburg, TX

Harlingen, TX

Pleasanton, TX

Weslaco, TX

United Ag & Turf
Bryan, TX

Western Equipment, L.L.C.
Amarillo, TX

Childress, TX

Dalhart, TX

Dimmit, TX

Dumas, TX

Floydada, TX

Muleshoe, TX

Olton, TX

Pampa, TX

Perryton, TX

Plainview, TX

Spearman, TX
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Congress passed legislation 
last month that would reform 
the funding and operation of the 
U.S. Postal Service (USPS).

The Postal Service Reform 
Act of 2022 passed the U.S. Sen-
ate with a 79-19 vote in March. 
The U.S. House passed the bill 
with a 342-92 vote in February.

The bill will offer a buffer to 
USPS’ mounting losses and will 
mandate that mail delivery ser-
vice is carried out six days a week 
in the U.S., except in the case of 
federal holidays, natural disas-
ters and a few other situations.

It also includes a requirement 
for USPS to create an online 
“dashboard” to update custom-
ers with delivery time data. It 
would be searchable by zip code 
to show how long it takes to de-
liver letters and packages.

Other provisions in the $106 
billion package include allowing 
state, local and tribal govern-
ments to partner with USPS to 
deliver non-postal goods on be-
half of those governments.

The bill also includes provi-
sions for improving service in ru-
ral America. To help ensure rural 
newspaper sustainability, the bill 
will increase the number of cop-
ies a subscription publication can 
send to non-subscribers at a re-
duced rate to 50% from 10%.

Postage sales and other ser-
vices were supposed to sustain 
USPS, but it has suffered 14 years 
of losses, which are attributed to a 
decline in mail volume and grow-
ing costs for workers’ compensa-
tion and benefits.

The bill outlines that future 
postal worker retirees will be re-
quired to enroll in Medicare.

Lawmakers believe the bill 
will help reform USPS and im-
prove service and operations.

It now heads to the president 
for his signature.

Doorways to Ag on display at Wichita Falls Home & Garden Show

severe illness and/or sudden death.
“While avian influenza has not 

been detected in Texas, we see 
the disease as a potential and real 
threat to Texas poultry,” Dr. Andy 
Schwartz, TAHC executive director 
and state veterinarian, said. “Our 
best defense is for all poultry own-
ers to join together in the effort to 
prevent disease by following strict 
biosecurity practices.”

Biosecurity refers to practices 
that prevent possible contamination 
or disease spread. For poultry, bios-
ecurity practices include:

• preventing contact with wild 
birds, especially wild waterfowl

• restricting unauthorized people 
and vehicles

Conversations about modern 
agriculture were held during the 
Home & Garden Show in Wichita 
Falls. 

Baylor County farmers and 
ranchers, along with 4-H and FFA 
students, shared more about farming 
and ranching with attendees who 
visited Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB) 
Doorways to Agriculture exhibit. 

A walk-through trailer full of dis-
plays and games that encourage vis-
itors of all ages to learn about where 
their food, fiber and more comes 
from is part of the exhibit. 

“I think it’s important that we 
continue to engage with consum-
ers,” said Josh Kouns, Baylor Coun-
ty Farm Bureau board member and 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service agent. “To get the young 
kids involved to help communicate 
the stories and information of Texas 
agriculture to consumers is even 
better, I think.”

The exhibit shows how modern 
agriculture is outfitted with technol-
ogy to be more efficient and produc-
tive. It highlights stories of farmers 
and ranchers and helps consumers 

connect with the families behind the 
products they use every day.

Doorways to Agriculture also of-
fers tactile learning experiences to 
make it interesting to all ages and 
learning styles.

There were over 7,000 attendees 
at the Home & Garden Show, many 
of whom made a trip through the 
Doorways to Agriculture exhibit.  

“We hear about the disconnect 
between agriculture and consumers, 
but this exhibit and this event helped 

initiate conversations that can lead to 
a better understanding of what farm-
ers and ranchers do and where our 
food and fiber come from,” Kouns said.

The interactive exhibit is part of 
TFB’s efforts to bring information 
about modern agriculture to adults 
and children in a fun and exciting 
way.

For more information on TFB’s 
Doorways to Agriculture exhibit, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/youth/ag-
in-the-community.

• covering and enclosing outdoor 
feeding areas and covering stored 
feed

• cleaning and disinfecting any 
vehicle tires or equipment that has 
been on other farms or other loca-
tions where there is poultry or wild 
birds

• wearing clean clothing, boots 
and shoes when in contact with your 
flock and

• isolating new birds.
If symptoms are observed in your 

birds, immediately contact your vet-
erinarian. If you do not have a regu-
lar veterinarian, contact TAHC at 
1-800-550-8242.

For more information, visit tahc.
texas.gov/animal_health/poultry.

The Texas Animal Health Com-
mission (TAHC) strongly encourages 
Texas poultry owners and producers 
to take steps to protect their flocks 
from highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza (HPAI), as cases rise across the 
United States.

In January 2022, HPAI was first 
detected in a wild bird in South Car-
olina. Since that time, the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) con-
firmed HPAI in commercial poultry, 
backyard fowl or wild bird popula-
tions in 22 states.

HPAI is a highly contagious, viral 
disease that can infect chickens, tur-
keys and other birds and can cause 

Enhanced biosecurity recommended with avian flu concerns

Baylor County FFA and 4-H members helped local farmers and ranchers share 
more about modern agriculture at the Wichita Falls Home & Garden Show. 

U.S. Congress 
passes bill to 
overhaul USPS
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Print your certificate today!† Visit

* Offer available through December 31, 2022. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, which may 
be obtained at www.fb.org/about/join. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. 
Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2022 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V.,  
its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
$500

• Farmall® compact
A and C series

• Farmall utility
A, C and U series

• Farmall 100A series

• Farmall V and N series
• Round balers and

small square balers
• Disc mower conditioners
• Sickle mower conditioners

• Vestrum® series
• Maxxum® series
• Large square balers
• Self-propelled

windrowers

http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY 

CENTER
800-588-7100

www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
800-514-9381

www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
956-689-2137

www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO. 

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Russian invasion of Ukraine impacting U.S., Texas agriculture

Texas farmers and ranchers are 
experiencing the impacts of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine financially with 
both increased costs for production 
inputs and higher commodity prices 
resulting from the war. 

Ukraine is the world’s fourth-
largest exporter of barley and corn, 
and it’s the fifth-largest exporter of 
wheat. Ukraine is the world’s larg-
est producer and exporter of sun-
flower seed and its products, respon-
sible for 47% of global exports in the 
2020/21 trade year. 

Not only will an ongoing war likely 
lead to fewer planted acres, but it is 
also likely to change the mix of crops 
that will be planted and harvested.

The availability and price of fertil-
izer has been a top concern of farm-
ers around the world for months. 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
only complicated already challeng-
ing global fertilizer markets. 

Western sanctions and Russia’s 
retaliatory export ban have taken 
Russia, a significant producer and 
exporter of fertilizer, out of many 

countries’ markets. 
Russia is a major global player 

in all three nutrients that compose 
fertilizer: nitrogen, phosphate and 
potassium.

“I think the biggest thing is this 
war needs to come to an end, but 
I think in terms of our U.S. agri-
culture, we need to be cognizant of 
what’s happening around the world 
and be as nimble as we can be in re-
acting to these changes,” Dr. Darren 
Hudson, director of the Internation-
al Center for Agricultural Competi-
tiveness at Texas Tech University, 
told the Texas Farm Bureau Radio 
Network. “Producers are going to 
have to make a lot of tough decisions 
this spring about what they can and 
can’t do, what they can afford and 
not afford to do, and that’s going to 
have implications for the way we 
go forward over the next six to 12 
months.”

Rising fuel and energy prices, 
largely driven by uncertainty due to 
the Russian invasion, are being ex-
perienced by farmers and ranchers 

both directly and in products pro-
duced with petroleum. 

“The rising prices for fuel, fertil-
izer and other supplies create an 
unwelcome counterforce to higher 
commodity prices,” American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF) Presi-
dent Zippy Duvall said. “Higher 
prices for crops are getting a lot of 

attention right now and, of course, 
help farmers balance the books, but 
when expenses are rising just as 
quickly or even outpacing revenue, 
the financial gains evaporate. Right 
now, there are serious concerns 
about whether farmers will be able 
to access the supplies they need to 
put a crop in the ground.”

Supply chain complications, disruptions still difficult to untangle
The supply chain and shipping 

are major areas of concern right now 
for both consumers and farmers and 
ranchers. The global bottlenecks are 
significantly impacting the economy, 
said American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) Chief Economist Dr. 
Roger Cryan.

The issues began when COVID-19 
shut down dining and entertainment 
and changed consumer spending 
habits.

“All our demand shifted to stuff, 
and that demand for a lot of stuff 
clogged up ocean shipping, which 
we’re still dealing with,” he said. 
“That’s created problems at the 
ports, shortages of containers, and 
our ag exporters have had a hard 
time moving product back across to 
Asia. Our farmers have had a hard 
time getting inputs, and our equip-
ment manufacturers have had a 
hard time getting inputs. There’s all 
kinds of things that are hard to get.”

Cryan said, unfortunately, the 
supply problems are here to stay for 
a while.

“Again, we’ve pumped up the 
economy so much, pumped up de-
mand so much, that it’s going to 
take time for supply to catch up, and 
that’s going to take time and invest-
ment,” Cryan said. “Congress passed 

an infrastructure bill that should 
help the U.S. check off a lot of those 
overdue projects that will help the 
economy grow. The economy cooling 
off a little bit will be important to 
really getting things sort of straight 
again.”

These supply chain issues are 
also impacting inflation, he noted.

“Well, inflation is too much money 
chasing too little supply. The econo-
my is running hot again. There’s a 
lot of demand,” he said. “Given the 
scale of the oversupply of money 
right now, the only practical solu-
tion for inflation is for the Federal 
Reserve Bank to rein in their lend-
ing.”

Ukraine is a market mover in the crops and countries in which it trades, so 
disruptions in the Ukrainian market are having ripple effects across the 
world and impacting U.S. agriculture.

Buyers and sellers of ag products carried between continents on container vessels should expect little relief from 
high prices in 2022.
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Farm Bureau urges Biden to increase domestic energy production
The price Americans pay at the 

pump for fuel climbed to a record 
high last month.

Over the past 15 months, oil pric-
es have increased by 130% to more 
than $120 per barrel.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF) President Zippy Duvall 
sent a letter to U.S. President Joe 
Biden asking him to take the nec-
essary steps to address high energy 
costs impacting all Americans.

“On behalf of our nearly six mil-
lion Farm Bureau member-families, 
I am writing to encourage you and 
your administration to work with 
partners in the public and private 
sectors and Congress to address high 
energy costs impacting all Ameri-
cans,” Duvall wrote. “As Russia’s 
harmful actions in Ukraine continue 
and further sanctions are imposed 
against Russia, oil prices will likely 

continue to rise, creating even high-
er consumer costs and threatening 
U.S. energy and economic security.”

AFBF is asking the administra-
tion to remove barriers to domestic 
energy production, including in-
creasing the production of biofuels, 
which have reduced America’s de-
pendence on foreign crude oil and 
created jobs in rural America.

“Expanding the volume of Amer-
ican-made ethanol in the U.S. fuel 
supply can help alleviate some of 
these issues, as ethanol is currently 
priced 70-80 cents per gallon lower 
than gasoline,” Duvall wrote last 
month. “By displacing imported pe-
troleum, increased biofuel use and 
domestic energy production will 
enhance U.S. security and indepen-
dence while supporting America’s 
farmers and rural economies.”

Achieving domestic energy inde-

pendence through comprehensive 
sources remains a priority issue for 
Farm Bureau. AFBF is committed 

to working with the administration 
and leaders in Congress to address 
the issue.

There’s pain at the pump for farmers, ranchers and all American drivers as 
U.S. fuel prices soared to record highs last month.

PHOTO CONTEST 
2022 Texas Farm Bureau

ENTRY DEADLINE: JUNE 1, 2022

It’s time once again for the annual Texas Farm Bureau photography contest, when you or someone 
you know can share your best photo with the entire Lone Star State and maybe even win a cash prize.

The contest is open to Texas Farm Bureau members or an immediate family member (i.e., spouse, 
child, sibling, or parent).

Rural settings and rural lifestyles are the preferred themes for all submissions, and contestants are 
limited to one entry per person. Four top winners will be selected and published in the July edition of 
Texas Agriculture and the summer edition of Texas Neighbors. 

FIRST PLACE
$250 cash prize

SECOND PLACE
$200 cash prize

2 HONORABLE MENTIONS
$100 cash prize each 

Visit texasfarmbureau.org/photo-contest for complete contest rules.
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South Texas landowner warns about leaking DC voltage issues

When a submerged water well 
pump went out on his property in 
April 2020, Webb County Farm Bu-
reau member Buddy Earles chalked 
it up to routine wear and tear.

After the well company pulled the 
pump for replacement, they said it 
looked like a lightning strike. He 
shrugged it off as just one of those 
things that happens and thought 
nothing more of it.

Until the same thing happened 
again in a matter of weeks. And then 
again. And then again, over and over.

Nineteen months and 12 pumps 
later, the mystery has been solved. 
The culprit? Leaking direct current 
(DC) voltage from a nearby pipeline.

 “The odds of lightning striking 12 
times in my semi-arid region with no 
rain was very, very slim. The odds of 
lightning striking the same place 12 
times are…well, even slimmer than 
that,” he said. “But when we finally 
figured it out, you could’ve blown me 
over with a feather. The source was 
just totally unexpected. I’d have nev-
er thought of any DC leakage what-
soever.”

Those 19 months were an exercise 
in frustration and expense as Earles 
and a series of electricians and ex-

perts attempted to trace the cause.
After the second pump failed, 

Earles called his electric cooperative 
to check for any power surges from 
their lines. Finding none, he turned 
to replacing different sections of the 
electric system. But when a new 
meter, breaker box, timer, control-
ler and about 500 feet of power cable 
failed to fix the problem, he and the 
electric company were at their wits’ 
end.

Without the careful investigation 
of a master electrician, the issue 
may never have been discovered.

“He found an article written by 
the manufacturer of the water pump 
that mentioned DC leakage com-
ing from pipelines, cell towers and 
power lines. The companies run DC 
through the casing around the lines 
to keep the equipment from corrod-
ing,” Earles said. “And according to 
this article, all you need is 400 mil-
livolts or higher of voltage leaking 
to start doing damage to the well 
pump.”

The DC voltage reading at the 
wellhead was 1.5 volts, the voltage 
of an AA battery.

The pipeline has been on the 
property since the couple bought 

the place in 2008, and his research 
shows it’s been there since at least 
1953.

So, the idea the pipeline could 
somehow be causing the electric 
issues would normally seem far-
fetched. Except he remembered the 
month before the shorts began, in 
about March 2020, the pipeline com-
pany had uncovered some of the pipe 
to resurface it.

He contacted the pipeline com-
pany, who agreed to come investi-
gate. About a mile-and-a-half away, 
one of the rectifiers had shorted out, 
spreading electricity to the ground 
and into the well pump motor.

The extra voltage reaching the 
well’s electric system caused each 
new motor to burn out. Earles noted 
when the pumps were pulled, they 
looked like they’d been in service for 
years.

At a minimum of $1,000 in costs 
per replacement, it was an expensive 
puzzle to solve. Thankfully, once the 
root of the problem was uncovered, 
the pipeline company has offered to 
pay for the damages.

“Even though the well company 
was replacing the pumps under war-
ranty, there was still labor each time 

they came out. And of course, there 
was the cost of replacing all the sys-
tem components when we thought it 
might not be grounded properly or 
something else was malfunctioning,” 
he said. “That doesn’t include all the 
stress of not knowing whether that 
pump was working and if I’d have 
water for my cattle, my time going 
out there to check the pump and just 
the worry and thought I put into this 
for that time.”

By sharing his story, Earles hopes 
to raise awareness among other 
landowners of the potential for elec-
tricity issues when easements are 
nearby.

“A cell phone tower, electric line, 
transmission pipeline or even an 
electric fence could be two or three 
miles away and still affect you if 
there’s any DC leakage. I hope get-
ting this out there may help save 
somebody else the headaches, the 
concern and the stress of worrying 
why their pump went out all of a 
sudden,” he said. “It can be very ex-
pensive trying to figure things out, 
and it was just a simple fix. I just 
wanted to give other farmers and 
ranchers a warning in case it hap-
pens to them.”

Report shows hunting-related accidents in Texas at all-time low
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment (TPWD) reports hunting-
related accidents in Texas are at an 
all-time low since hunter education 
became mandatory in 1988.

TPWD’s 2021 Texas Hunting Ac-
cident Report said of more than 
49,000 hunter education certifica-
tions in 2021, Texas experienced 
only one fatality and 11 accidents 
statewide.

“It’s just interesting to watch 
the trends,” Steve Hall, the Hunter 
Education coordinator for TPWD, 
told the Texas Farm Bureau Radio 
Network. “It was surprising that we 
didn’t have as many incidences, be-
cause during the COVID era, there 
were actually a few more folks out 
hunting and spending more time out 
hunting. We call those hunter days. 

That was a nice surprise for us that 
we had a little bit lower incident 
rate.”

Hall said three quarters of the in-
cidents in 2021 were what is called 
“swinging on game outside of a safe 
zone of fire.”

“It’s a classic dove and quail and 
pheasant-type of a hunting incident, 
where somebody swings their gun 
at a fast-flying bird, and they swing 
it outside of a safe zone of fire, and 
they strike pellets into their part-
ners or companions that are nearby. 
That was a little higher this year,” 
Hall said. “And two of them were a 
new phenomenon, and those were 
hog hunting incidents at night. Those 
were also swinging on game outside 
of a safe zone of fire, but they were ac-
tually shooting at running hogs with 

their night vision scopes, and, essen-
tially, they struck a bullet into their 
partner who was standing nearby.”

Hunter education is required for 
every hunter in Texas, including 
out-of-state hunters, born on or after 
Sept. 2, 1971. The minimum age for 

certification is nine years of age, and 
certification is good for life.

Learn more about hunter educa-
tion, how to sign up for a course and 
find resources for students on the 
TPWD website at tpwd.texas.gov/
education/hunter-education.

The 2021 Texas Hunting Accident Report showed hunting-related accidents 
are at a record low. Photo courtesy Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 
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Omnibus includes plans for cattle contract library pilot program
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Congress last month passed and 

President Joe Biden signed the 
Fiscal Year 2022 Omnibus Appro-
priations package, which included 
funding for several agricultural pro-
grams.

Among those were an extension of 
the Livestock Mandatory Reporting 
program and continued Electronic 
Logging Device exemption for live-
stock haulers. Also included in the 
package is a cattle contract library 
pilot program.

“This package will fund the gov-
ernment agencies through the end of 
the fiscal year, and it includes fund-
ing for some important agricultural 
programs,” TFB National Legisla-
tive Director Laramie Adams said.

Of the $1.5 trillion bill, $1 million 
is earmarked for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agri-
cultural Marketing Service (AMS) to 
establish a cattle contract library as 
a pilot project.

The new program will create a li-
brary or catalog of cattle purchasing 
contracts and will be similar to the 
swine contract library currently ad-
ministered by AMS.

Last December, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed legislation 
authorizing a cattle contract library.

Proponents of the USDA contract 
library say this would give farmers 
and ranchers additional data they 
can use to make better-informed 
marketing and business decisions.

TFB led efforts to include funding 
for key agricultural programs that 
will help Texas farmers and ranch-
ers.

The bill provides $5 million for fe-
ral hog control and report language 
for a cost-share program for construc-
tion and repair of perimeter fencing 
through USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 

The report language encourages 
NRCS, in conjunction with state soil 
and water conservation agencies, to 
develop a strategy to exclude feral 

hogs from agricultural and urban 
areas at risk of damage.

The legislation also provides an 
increase of $2 million and encour-
ages the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) to use 
available funds for a cost-share pro-
gram for the construction and repair 
of livestock or game fencing on pri-
vate lands.

The report includes language to 
contain the cattle fever tick quar-
antine area and the need to reduce 
the spread of fever ticks with the 
use of a cost-share fencing program 
through APHIS. 

“The damage caused by feral hogs 
and the impact of cattle fever ticks 
on the Texas cattle industry are ma-
jor areas of concern for Texas farm-
ers and ranchers,” Adams said. “In-
cluding funding for programs to help 
control and eradicate them is a step 
in the right direction to reduce dam-
ages and increase profitability for 
farmers and ranchers.”

Also included in the bill is $550 

million in additional funding to 
USDA for rural broadband and $3.5 
billion for agricultural research. 

The legislation includes $783 mil-
lion for climate-related initiatives 
and $834 million for increased pur-
chasing of fruits and vegetables in 
the Women, Infants and Children 
nutrition program.

Language aimed at addressing 
concerns about the increased owner-
ship of American agricultural land 
by foreign investors also accompa-
nies the omnibus package.

USDA is directed to produce a 
report “regarding data on foreign-
owned agricultural land trends in-
cluding land owned, or partially 
owned, by the governments of Chi-
na, Russia, Iran or North Korea over 
the past decade and projects for the 
next decade based off of previous 
trends, and the potential impacts 
on the American agricultural sector, 
food security and rural economies.”

USDA would have 180 days for 
the study.

Contact us now for pricing
and delivery arrangements

Farming is in your blood. 
It’s in our blood too. For 
generations, Baldwin has 
been there with the 
protection you need.

arnoldoil.com
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USDA announces $250 million in fertilizer grants

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) announced it will sup-
port additional fertilizer production 
for American farmers to address 
rising costs, including the impact of 
Putin’s price hike on farmers, and 
spur competition. USDA will make 
available $250 million through a 
new grant program this summer 
to support independent, innovative 
and sustainable American fertil-
izer production to supply American 
farmers.

To address growing competition 
concerns in the agricultural supply 
chain, USDA will launch a public in-
quiry seeking information regarding 
seeds and agricultural inputs, fertil-
izer and retail markets.

Fertilizer prices have more than 
doubled since last year due to many 
factors, including Putin’s price hike, 
a limited supply of the relevant min-
erals and high energy costs, high 
global demand and agricultural 
commodity prices, reliance on fertil-
izer imports and lack of competition 

in the fertilizer industry.
The United States is a major im-

porter and dependent on foreign fer-
tilizer and is the second or third top 
importer for each of the three ma-
jor components of fertilizer. The top 
producers of the major components 
of fertilizer include China, Russia, 
Canada and Morocco, with Belarus 
also providing a significant share of 
potash.

USDA will use funds from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) set aside in September for 
market disruptions to develop a 
grant program that provides “gap” 
financing to bring new, indepen-
dent domestic production capacity 
online—similar to the recently an-
nounced meat and poultry grants 
that are designed to promote com-
petition and resilience in that sector.

The new program will support 
fertilizer production that is indepen-
dent, made in America, innovative, 
sustainable and farmer-focused. 

Independent is considered out-

side dominant fertilizer suppliers, 
increasing competition in a concen-
trated market. 

Made in America means the fer-
tilizer is produced in the U.S. by 
domestic companies, creating good-
paying jobs at home and reducing 
the reliance on potentially unstable 
or inconsistent foreign supplies. 

Innovative includes improvement 
upon fertilizer production methods 
to jump start the next generation of 
fertilizers. 

To be considered sustainable, it 
must reduce the greenhouse gas im-
pact of transportation, production 
and use through renewable energy 
sources, feedstocks, formulations 
and incentivize greater precision in 
fertilizer use. 

Like other CCC investments, a 
driving factor will be farmer-focused, 
providing support and opportunities 
for U.S. agricultural commodity pro-
ducers.

Details on the application process 
will be announced in the summer, 

and the first awards are expected 
to be distributed before the end of 
2022.

USDA will seek information spe-
cifically on fertilizer; seed and agri-
cultural inputs, in particular as they 
relate to the intellectual property 
system; and retail, including access 
to retail through wholesale and dis-
tribution markets.

The comment period will be open 
for 60 days.

USDA will use the comments re-
ceived to develop reports mandated 
under the Competition E.O. and to 
develop policies relating to fair and 
competitive markets, supply chain 
resiliency, pandemic response, local 
and regional food systems and other 
areas. Subsequent actions may range 
from new grant and loan programs 
to additional rules and regulations 
under the Packers and Stockyards 
Act of 1921 and other relevant laws 
to increase fairness and competition 
in American agricultural markets.

More information about this re-
quest for information is available at 
ams.usda.gov.

From big to small.
From farm to front yard.

As a Farm Bureau® member,
you’re eligible to save.*

Platinum 1 savings for  
Farm Bureau® Members. 

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau Members* 
will automatically receive Platinum 1 status. That means instant savings on 
a wide range of John Deere products. To find out more on how you can turn 
your loyalty into savings, go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

STEPHENVILLE
BRAMLETT IMPLEMENT, INC.

800-827-7166
bramlettimplement.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
fivestarequipmenttx.com
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Bill introduced in Congress to help provide relief on fertilizer tariffs
A bill that would create emergen-

cy waivers for duties levied on fertil-
izers by the U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) was introduced in 
Congress last month.

“Farmers and ranchers in Texas 
and across the U.S. are already suf-
fering from high fertilizer costs,” 
TFB National Legislative Director 
Laramie Adams said. “Tariffs on fer-
tilizer would just drive up the prices 
for these products even more.”

The Emergency Relief from Duties 
Act was introduced by two Kansas 
lawmakers—U.S. Sen. Roger Mar-
shall and U.S. Rep. Tracey Mann.

The bill comes as the ITC levied 
tariffs against imports of phosphate 
fertilizer at the request of a U.S. fer-
tilizer company. A petition for addi-
tional tariffs on urea ammonium ni-
trate is also being considered by ITC.

This bill would introduce a way to 
establish a waiver of countervailing 
duties or anti-dumping duties for a 
year if there is an emergency, such 
as natural disasters, war, epidemics, 

labor disputes or major accidents.
Farmers across the nation are 

suffering from fertilizer shortages 
and skyrocketing costs as a direct 
result of these tariffs, Adams noted.

“Fertilizers and other inputs 
farmers need for growing crops are 
hard to secure and pay for due to the 
threats of tariffs. The cost of imple-
menting those tariffs would cause 
farm input costs to rise even more,” 
Adams said. “The Emergency Relief 
from Duties Act would help farmers 
and ranchers struggling with the 
ever-increasing costs of fertilizers.”

Projections by the University of Il-
linois show fertilizer costs will lower 
net farm income in that state by 34%.

“These tariffs will create a finan-
cial hardship for farmers and ranch-
ers,” Adams said.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack also warned suppliers not to 
take advantage of the current situa-
tion between Russia and Ukraine by 
rising prices.

“Don’t use this situation as an 

excuse for doing something which 
isn’t justified by supply and demand. 
That’s my biggest and deepest con-
cern, and we’re obviously keeping an 
eye on that,” he said.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture also recently announced plans 
for a $250 million investment to 
support innovative American-made 
fertilizer to give U.S. farmers more 
choices in the marketplace. See de-
tails on page 10.
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BOERNE
830-755-5305

CORPUS CHRISTI
361-289-0818

DEL VALLE
512-385-2800

FLORESVILLE
830-216-7279

FREDERICKSBURG
830-212-4929

GEORGETOWN
512-868-8686

LA GRANGE
979-289-1776

MARBLE FALLS
830-798-8800

SEGUIN
830-379-4591

SELMA
210-741-7631

TAYLOR
512-352-5548

Covert Ford of Taylor
1200A Highway 79 East • Hutto, TX

Sales: 512-759-1414 
covertfordhutto.com

Global food prices climb to record high
Global food prices reached a record 

high in February.
Increases in vegetable oil and 

dairy, as well as higher costs for 
grains, contributed to the all-time 
high prices, according to the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

FAO’s Food Price Index averaged 
140.7 points in February. That breaks 
the previous record set in February 
2011.

February’s index was up 3.9% 
from January and 24.1% over the in-
dex one year ago.

The Food Price Index tracks the 
international prices of items such as 
vegetable oils, dairy products, grains 
and more.

“Concerns over crop conditions 
and adequate export availabilities 
explain only a part of the current 
global food price increases. A much 
bigger push for food price inflation 
comes from outside food production, 
particularly the energy, fertilizer and 
feed sectors,” FAO economist Upali 
Galketi Aratchilage said. “All these 
factors tend to squeeze profit mar-
gins of food producers, discouraging 
them from investing and expanding 
production.”

The FAO Food Price Index mea-
sures average prices over the month, 
so the February reading only partly 
incorporates market effects stem-
ming from the conflict in Ukraine.
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FORD SUPER DUTY FORD F-150 FORD RANGER FORD MAVERICK

Visit fordfarmbureauadvantage.com today! 

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

Farm Bureau members receive

ON ELIGIBLE NEW SUPER DUTY ® ,  F-150, RANGER OR MAVERICK

EXCLUSIVE
CASH REWARD*

*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on the purchase or 
lease of an eligible new 2021/2022/2023 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty®. This incentive is not available on F-150 Lightning, F-150 Raptor, F-650 and F-750 Super 
Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. 
Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2023. Visit 
FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #38326



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
13

A
P

R
IL 1, 2022

We value our long-standing 
partnership with Farm Bureau 
and are proud to offer you 
exclusive savings.

AMARILLO
GENE MESSER FORD OF AMARILLO

806-355-7471
www.messerfordamarillo.com

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC.

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

BIG SPRING
BIG SPRING FORD, INC.

432-267-7424
www.bigspringford.com

CALDWELL
BUD CROSS FORD

979-567-4621
www.budcrossfordtx.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-935-4163
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EASTLAND
STANLEY FORD  EASTLAND

888-486-9896
www.stanleyautogroup.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA

940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

GRANBURY
SHOTTENKIRK FORD OF 

GRANBURY
817-279-5900

www.mikebrownford.net

HENDERSON
FAIRWAY FORD OF HENDERSON

903-657-2566
www.fairwayfordhenderson.net

HOUSTON
AUTONATION FORD GULF FREEWAY

713-371-4000
www.autonationfordgulffreeway.com

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

KAUFMAN
PAUL MURREY FORD, INC.

972-962-2151
www.paulmurreyford.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MCKINNEY
BOB TOMES FORD

214-544-5001
www.bobtomesford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SAN MARCOS
GRIFFITH FORD SAN MARCOS

512-353-3673
www.griffithfordsanmarcos.com

SNYDER
WILSON MOTORS

800-545-5019
www.wilsonmotorstx.com

SWEETWATER
STANLEY FORD SWEETWATER

325-236-6355
www.stanleyautogroup.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD

254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.

254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com

WINNSBORO
TEXAS COUNTRY FORD

903-342-3700
www.texascountryford.com
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TFB Student Success Series launches for 2022

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) is once 
again launching the Student Suc-
cess Series to help students put to-
gether the pieces of the leadership 
puzzle. 

“Our students are our future, and 
we can help them put together the 
pieces that make up a successful 
leader through our Student Suc-
cess Series,” TFB Youth Outreach 
Coordinator McKenna Bush said. 
“Through the programs, students 
can develop a better understanding 
of advocacy, learn more about Farm 
Bureau and grow personal and pro-
fessional skills that they can use in 
the classroom and in their future 
careers.”

The Student Success Series is 
open to students in eighth grade 
through twelfth grade and features 
both in-person and virtual pro-
grams. 

The series does have changes for 
2022, Bush noted. 

Jumpstart
Jumpstart is a free, virtual pro-

gram open to students in the gradu-
ating class of 2027. 

Students will become familiar 
with TFB, learn more information 
about Texas agriculture and grow 
leadership skills. 

Registration will be available 
June 1 – Sept. 15. 

Online modules must be complet-
ed by Oct. 31. 

Activate
Activate is a free, virtual program 

for students in the graduating class 
of 2026. 

Students will be challenged to 
create a plan for leaving a legacy, 
learn more about TFB, explore ca-
reer opportunities and trends and 
be engaged in personal and profes-
sional etiquette. 

Registration will be available 
June 1 – Sept. 15. 

Online modules must be complet-
ed by Oct. 31. 

Engage
Engage is an in-person program 

for students in the graduating class 
of 2025 and 2024. 

Through the program, students 
will learn more about TFB, become 
familiar with entrepreneurship by 
engaging community leaders in dis-
cussion, gain insight into the free 
enterprise system and learn how to 
navigate social media and digital en-
vironments. 

Registration is open through May 1. 
This in-person event will take 

place in each of the 13 TFB districts 
in May and June. Specific informa-
tion on dates and locations will be 
made available on the Student Suc-
cess Series webpage at texasfarmbu-
reau.org/student-success-series. 

There is a $10 registration fee for 
each district event. 

Thrive
Thrive is an in-person event for 

the graduating class of 2023. 
Through this event, students will 

dive into public speaking, the free 
enterprise system and the Constitu-
tion. 

They will hear from a motivation-
al speaker on leadership topics and 
learn more about using reputable 
sources for advocacy efforts on social 
media.

Thrive will be held Aug. 5-7 in 
Waco at TFB’s Conference and 
Training Center. Registration is 
first-come, first-served and will be 
capped at 150 students. 

There is an $80 registration fee. 
Program details

For more information and to reg-
ister for the individual programs, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/student-
success-series. 

Contact Bush at mbush@txfb.org
or call 254-399-5037 with questions. 

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

FREE
SHIPPING

SALE
!

DRpowergrader.com
Request your FREE Product Catalog!

Toll Free: 888-212-8790

DR® Power Grader
Make Your Driveway Like NEW!
•  Fill in potholes & smooth out washboard

• Loosen & redistribute existing material

• Tow with your ATV, UTV, or tractor

FAST
STRONG,

AND SMART.

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation. 
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on machine 
specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2019 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

THE 604R PREMIUM BALER IS FULLY EQUIPPED, AND THEN SOME.
High-producing hay makers have told us they want three things in their baler: They want it to be strong, fast and smart. 
So Vermeer got to work to design the latest baler – the 604R Premium. It starts with signature Vermeer components 
and is designed to be strong with heavy chains, large tires and doors that are strong as steel (because that’s what they 
are). With a 19% increase in baling speed and capacity compared to the 604R Signature baler, it also can produce a bale 
approximately 30% denser than the 604R Classic and Signature balers. And finally, a baler with smart and sensible features 
such as auto-eject and a net lift system. The 604R Premium baler is primed for productivity.

LONGVIEW
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE, INC.

903-663-0282

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
farmcountry-inc.com

Texas Farm Bureau’s

STUDENT
SUCCESS

SERIES
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TFB AGFUND candidates fare well in 2022 primary election
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Candidates endorsed by Texas 

Farm Bureau (TFB) AGFUND fared 
well in the primary election.

“Despite redistricting and can-
didates facing tough new districts, 
AGFUND candidates still proved 
successful in the primary election,” 
Russell Boening, president of TFB 
and AGFUND, said. “It’s important 
for rural Texas to have elected of-
ficials who bring strong leadership 
skills and an understanding of agri-
culture to the legislative arena.”

Overall, on Primary Election 
Day, AGFUND-endorsed candidates 
showed 61 wins, 14 runoffs and two 
losses.

In statewide races, AGFUND-

backed candidates—including Gov. 
Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
and Comptroller Glenn Hegar—won 
their races outright. And AGFUND-
backed candidates in three state-
wide races—Ken Paxton, Attorney 
General, Dawn Buckingham, Land 
Commissioner and Wayne Christian, 
Railroad Commissioner—will face 
runoffs.

“We need leaders who work to im-
prove legislation for farmers, ranch-
ers and landowners in our state, es-
pecially as Texas grows increasingly 
urban,” Boening said. “Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, Lt. Gov. Abbott and Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar have been friends 
to agriculture and understand the 
needs and issues facing rural Texas.”

Out of six Texas Senate races, five 

AGFUND-endorsed candidates won 
their races, and one will face a runoff.

In the Texas House, TFB AGFUND 
candidates had 36 wins, two losses 
and four will face runoffs.

AGFUND-endorsed candidates had 
17 wins and one will face a runoff in 
the Congressional races.

Some of TFB’s strongest leaders 
faced opposition from the newly-
formed Defend Texas Liberty PAC, 
which spent over $4 million in the 
Republican Primary—a significant 
amount of that against TFB’s agricul-
tural leaders. Fortunately, AGFUND 
was able to provide significant finan-

cial support to help fight off these 
attacks. AGFUND will continue to 
serve agriculture by supporting two 
of those targeted leaders during 
their runoff campaigns.

“We believe the AGFUND-sup-
ported candidates share strong 
conservative values, a passion for 
agriculture and a vision for a strong 
Texas,” Boening said.

TFB is the state’s largest orga-
nization of farm, ranch and rural 
families. AGFUND is the politi-
cal action committee of TFB and is 
funded by voluntary donations from 
TFB members.

  Always use safety equipment, such as helmets, goggles 
and gloves, where necessary.

  Teach children about both the positive and dangerous 
aspects of livestock and farm animals.

It’s up to us to keep the next generation of farmers SAFE

AMARILLO
PLAINS LAND BANK

806-353-6688
PlainsLandBank.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC.

325-823-3211
lawrencehallford.com

BIG SPRING
BIG SPRING FORD, INC.

432-267-7424
bigspringford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

bayerautogroup.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-935-4163
pikefordofdumas.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA

940-549-1313
baileyautoplaza.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
830-584-1576

wmcoequip.com

KAUFMAN
PAUL MURREY FORD, INC.

972-962-2151
paulmurreyford.com

LONGVIEW
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT SALES 

& SERVICE, INC.
903-663-0282

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704
spikesford.net

PAMPA
PLAINS LAND BANK

806-669-1126
PlaindLandBank.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES 

INC. 
830-334-9002

kmirrigationservices.com

PERRYTON
PLAINS LAND BANK

806-435-4319
PlainsLandBank.com

PLAINVIEW
PLAINS LAND BANK

806-296-5579
PlainsLandBank.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
361-387-1572

wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
512-352-6381

wmcoequip.com

TEMPLE
MAREK AG

254-985-2242
marekag.com

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
willspointford.com

S P R I N G  S A L E S  E V E N T

YOU’VE BEEN WAITING ALL WINTER FOR THIS MOMENT.

SPRING SALES EVENT
G O I N G  O N  N O W

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER POLARIS

979-732-2353
cavenderpolaris.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381

wmcoequip.com

WARNING: Polaris® off‑road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on‑road use. 
Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be 
at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always 
use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive 
speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. 
Call 800‑342‑3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2022 Polaris Inc.

Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network
The stories that matter. The network you trust. 

Listen to Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network
programs at texasfarmbureau.org/radio
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Shear Success: Angora goats are a staple for Texas ranch family
By Julie Tomascik

Editor 
Taking a drive through the Hill 

Country and West Central Texas of-
fers more than beautiful landscapes. 
It shows a glimpse into the area’s 
unique agricultural commodity—
mohair.

This luxurious, strong fiber comes 
from Angora goats and makes up a 
significant portion of the agricul-
tural economy in the Edwards Pla-
teau and the Hill Country. The vast 
majority of the nation’s herd of An-
gora goats is found in these regions 
of Texas, cared for by farmers and 
ranchers.

And two of those Texas producers 
are Kendall County Farm Bureau 
members Cody and Melody Kneup-
per. 

Cody’s family has been raising 
Angora goats for generations. 

Along with the Angoras, Cody and 
Melody also raise cattle, fine wool 

sheep, Boer goats and Spanish goats. 
“Angora goats are a special breed 

of goats,” Melody said. “Their hair 
has a really unique quality that 
makes it a really strong fiber.”

The hair grows about an inch each 
month, so it’s necessary to shear 
them twice a year—usually in early 
spring and early fall. 

One of the challenges of raising 
Angoras is finding a crew to shear 
the goats. The physical labor and the 
skills needed are reasons why crews 
are a dying breed. 

“Typically, farmers and ranchers 
don’t shear their own goats. They hire 
shearing crews to come in. There’s a 
few left in this area in Texas, the Ed-
wards Plateau, and a little further 
out in West Texas, there are a few 
shearing crews,” she said. “There’s 
usually five or six guys at a time that 
come out, and they set up in a barn 
or in a covered area on a clean floor.”

The shearing process requires 

every member of the crew to work 
quickly, yet carefully. 

The crew sets up their equipment, 
including shearers that, in highly- 
skilled hands, can shave a mature 
goat in about two minutes.  

One by one, goats with a full coat 
of mohair are moved to the shearing 
station. 

The pace is fast. 
Members of the crew begin shear-

ing. Another person picks up the mo-
hair and puts the product into a sack, 
aiming to fill the bag with as many 
pounds as possible. 

Then, the sheared goats are turned 
down the alley to another pen. 

“Immediately after they shear the 
goats, they would either grade the 
wool right away or send it to a ware-
house and grade it there,” Melody 
said. “Then, at the warehouse, it sits 
and waits until a buyer buys it—may-
be a clothing maker, carpet maker or 
blanket maker. They will then clean 

and comb the mohair.”
Ranchers, like the Kneuppers in 

Kendalia, help provide about 90% 
of the mohair grown in the United 
States. 

From clothes to carpets, the silky-
smooth fleece is a versatile, all-season 
fiber, appropriate for the ever-chang-
ing weather in Texas. It’s even flame-
resistant and used as a decorating 
fabric.

And for Cody and Melody, it’s part 
of their livelihood.  

“Shearing the goats is not much 
different than a cotton farmer har-
vesting cotton or a grain farmer har-
vesting grain,” Melody said. “It’s our 
source of income.”

It benefits the goats, too. 
“Shearing doesn’t hurt the goats. 

It’s actually a relief to them, espe-
cially in August or September when 
it’s really hot,” Melody said. “It’s not 
painful. These animals were made 
to grow hair for us to be able to use, 

The Kneupper family has been raising Angora goats for generations. Melody (second from left) and Cody (right) are carrying on the tradition. 
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and they want it shorn off.”
But the Kneuppers closely watch 

the goats after they are shorn, be-
cause that is when they are most 
susceptible to weather conditions. 

“We have to provide them cover 
or shelter for at least a few weeks in 
case it rains or gets really cold un-
til they get about a half inch of hair 
back on them,” Cody said.

But mohair isn’t the only way 
goats help sustain a productive 
ranch. 

They also help control weeds and 
brush throughout pastures, which 
is critical to the long-term health of 
the land.

“One of the biggest benefits to 
raising goats on your property is for 
brush control,” Cody said. “Without 
us raising goats, we would have to 
manage the land in a totally differ-
ent aspect that would be very costly. 
But these goats can do it for us, and 

then we can benefit from that, too.”
They also handle the Texas heat 

well, which helps them thrive in the 
dry climate. Even during times of 
drought, the goats continue to pro-
duce a quality product. 

But raising sheep and goats 
comes with additional challenges, 
namely a constant threat from pred-
ators.

Texas is home to numerous spe-
cies that prey on livestock. Coyotes, 
bobcats, foxes, cougars and even fe-
ral hogs all take their toll on sheep 
and goats. 

Luckily, area farmers and ranch-
ers, in cooperation with state and 
federal wildlife experts, have been 
proactively managing the predator 
population. 

“There’s established predator 
control in this area. They’ve been 
controlling the coyotes and foxes 
for many years,” Melody said. “So, 

we don’t have as many predators as 
they do in other places in the state, 
and the landscape, the weather and 
vegetation that we have here are all 
just really great for Angora goats.”

The challenges of raising them 
are no match for the satisfaction the 
couple has when each shearing is 
complete. 

“It’s very rewarding being a part 
of production agriculture and doing 
our part to help feed and clothe the 
world,” Cody said. 

Their roots are firmly planted in 
the Hill Country soil, continuing the 

tradition of raising livestock and a 
family on the land. 

“We love this lifestyle, and Cody 
and I are so thankful that we get 
to raise our kids here on the ranch 
around animals, teaching them 
compassion and animal husbandry,” 
Melody said. “We do not take this 
opportunity for granted and realize 
how fortunate we are to be able to 
raise our children in this environ-
ment. It’s days like this working 
together in the barn or in the pas-
ture and making memories with our 
family that are just tough to beat.”

Cody and Melody Kneupper raise Angora goats, Boer goats, Spanish goats, 
fine wool sheep and cattle in the Hill Country with their two daughters. They 
are expecting a boy later this year. 

Angora goats prepare for their first shearing of the year. The goats are sheared 
in early spring and early fall. They produce mohair, which is a fiber used in 
luxurious textiles. 

A shearing crew removes the mohair from the goats and packs it into storage 
sacks. It will then be taken to a warehouse to be inspected and graded before 
textile and manufacturing buyers purchase it. 

Angoras help with pasture management by controlling weeds and brush, 
which is critical to the long-term health of the land. 
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Black vulture depredation permit program available for Texas

Turkey vultures are larger with a distinct red head like the bird on the far 
left. They ride thermal lifts in the sky in search of the smell of fresh carcasses. 
Black vultures have a solid, bare black head and a smaller, compact body 
with broad wings. They find their food by eyesight and have become more 
aggressive and attack newborn livestock. 

Black vulture populations have increased over the last decade, leading to a 
rise in livestock predation. 

TWS DISTRICT OFFICE 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Canyon: 806-651-2880

College Station: 979-599-5070

Corpus Christi: 361-299-1176

Ft. Stockton: 432-360-1122

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

It’s what ranchers don’t want to 
see—black vultures circling a pas-
ture, especially when livestock are 
being born. But it’s becoming a more 
common occurrence as black vultures 
expand their range northward due 
to warmer weather and man-made 
roosting and nesting structures.  

“There are two types of vultures 
in Texas—the turkey vulture and 
the black vulture,” Mike Bodenchuk, 
director of Texas Wildlife Services 
(TWS), said. “Turkey vultures find 
their food by their sense of smell, but 
black vultures find their food through 
eyesight.”

Black vultures can key in on ar-
eas where livestock are having their 
young.

While they provide an essential 
ecological service by cleaning up car-
casses, they also can kill young live-
stock.  

The problem has only worsened 
over the years. The growth in num-
bers and range has led to increased 
black vulture predation on newborn 
livestock. 

“Twenty, thirty years ago, black 
vultures were largely found in Texas 
south of I-10, but they’ve expanded 
their range considerably up into the 
South Panhandle and other north-
ern parts of Texas,” Bodenchuk said.  

Black vultures have a feeding 

range of up to 30 miles per day, 
meaning they will travel far from 
their nesting area to find a carcass 
or small animal.  

“So, we have a lot more birds. We 
have them over a lot larger part of 
the state, and they’re very aggressive 
in terms of competing with each oth-
er for food,” Bodenchuk said. “There’s 
much more livestock loss today than 
there was 20 or 30 years ago.” 

Black vultures, however, are 
protected by the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act, and livestock producers 
are limited in how they can keep 
the birds from attacking their live-
stock.  

To help Texas ranchers who are 
losing livestock to black vultures, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
granted a permit to the Texas Wild-
life Damage Management Asso-
ciation (TWDMA) for black vulture 
management for the lethal removal 
of up to 750 vultures. TWDMA is a 
member of the cooperative TWS. 

Ranchers can apply for sub-per-
mits through TWS, which would al-
low them to remove up to five black 
vultures each during the year.  

The depredation sub-permits al-
low for the lethal removal of a lim-
ited number of vultures to reinforce 
the non-injurious harassment.   

“Landowners who want to use 
non-injurious methods do not need 
to participate in this program,” Bo-

denchuk said. “The program is only 
for those who might need to remove 
a small number of vultures to rein-
force the non-lethal hazing.”

Those methods include auditory 
and visual dispersal methods like 
lasers and propane cannons. 

“Landowners and ranchers can go 
out there and chase birds away from 
their livestock. They can bring their 
livestock closer to the house, where 
they can keep an eye on them giv-
ing birth,” Bodenchuk said. “Black 
vultures can be deterred from small 
pastures with things like effigies, ar-
tificial vultures or dead vultures. So 
that will haze them out of an area 
for a while. You can use noisemak-
ers, dogs—whatever doesn’t injure 
the bird.”

He noted TWS also recommends 
ranchers hang the dead vultures in 
a nearby tree because vultures don’t 
like to come near a dead vulture. 

“Using a vulture that’s shot as an 
effigy or using an artificial effigy—a 
body that looks like a vulture with 
wings and a head, hung upside down 
in trees around the pasture—can 
help keep vultures out of those ar-
eas,” Bodenchuk said. “We recom-
mend one effigy to about five acres. 
So, you couldn’t do this in a large 
pasture, but it you have a confined 
area where livestock are giving 
birth, the effigies are useful as a way 
of hazing vultures out of the area.”

For more information on black 
vulture depredation management, 
call TWS at one of the district offices.

Ft. Worth: 817-978-3146

Kerrville: 830-896-6535

San Angelo: 325-655-6101

Uvalde: 830-278-4464



Access to TFB member benefits and services 
information is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

This issue’s featured benefit—

Ford
fordfarmbureauadvantage.com
1-254-399-5034

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
1-254-399-5034

IDX
idx.us/txfb

Case IH Discount
254-399-5034 

Caterpillar
cat.com/FarmBureau

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental  
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Amusement Park Discounts   
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Grainger Industrial Supply  
Discount Program
1-254-447-3275

Beltone Hearing Aid Program 
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts 
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
www.farmbureau.bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs  
Agelity – 1-866-292-7822
NBRX – 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn 
1-254-751-2420

Ji�y Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Hotel/Motel Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses 
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales 
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane 
1-866-279-6660

O�ce Depot/O�ceMax 
www.o�cediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN’T COST–IT PAYS!

Complete detailed information about TFB’s benefits and 
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org
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SUMMERTIME 
SAVINGS
TFB members receive 
discounts to hotels, rental 
cars, and Texas and national 
attractions including water 
parks, theme parks, resorts, 
sporting events and more!

texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits
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*For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. See your participating 
New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through December 31, 2022. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or 
term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC and CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. standard terms and conditions apply. Canada Example: The interest rate will be 0% for 12 months. Total contract 
term is 12 months. Based on a retail contract date of March 1, 2022, with a suggested retail price on a new WORKMASTER™ 105 Tier 4, ROPS of C$92,579 customer provides down payment of 
C$18,515.79 and finances the balance of C$74,063.16 at 0% per annum for 12 months. There will be 12 equal monthly payments of C$6,171.93. The total amount payable will be C$74,063.16, 
which includes finance charges of C$0. Taxes, freight, setup, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Offer is nontransferable. Offer subject to change 
or cancellation without notice. **Cash back amounts vary and are applied at time of sale. Cash back offers are only available when financing purchase with CNH Industrial Capital America LLC 
or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. Offer ends December 31, 2022; subject to change or cancellation without notice. © 2022 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH Industrial 
Capital and New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

0% Fi i * C h B k** il bl !

VALUE.
MIGHTY BIG

WORKMASTER™ 95/105/120 tractors are our most powerful and capable value utility 
tractors—and they’re mighty good at whatever jobs you do. From haymaking to loader 
work, these 78- to 100-PTO-hp tractors are up to the challenge. Work with maximum 
power at just 1,800 rpm and get outstanding fuel efficiency. Choose an all-weather cab—it’s 
best in class—or go with an all-purpose or low-profile ROPS. Enjoy the convenience of a 
clutchless 12x12 power shuttle and all the traction of 4WD.
Offers end December 31, 2022. Stop in today or visit nhoffers.com.

0% Financing Cash Back  available now!or

VALUE.
MIGHTY BIG

0% Financing* Cash Back** available now!or

VALUE.
MIGHTY BIG

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

TFB members save on Beef Cattle Short Course registration
By Julie Tomascik

Editor 
Registration opens this month for 

the 68th annual Texas A&M Beef 
Cattle Short Course in College Sta-
tion, and once again, Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB) members will receive 
a discount on registration.

“This is a one-of-a-kind educa-
tional event for ranchers—regard-
less of ranch size and experience,” 
Tracy Tomascik, TFB associate di-
rector of Commodity and Regulatory 
Activities, said. 

TFB members first received the 
discounted registration price in 2021. 

“This discount proved beneficial 
to our members last year, so we 
wanted to offer it again,” Tomascik 
said. “We hope Farm Bureau mem-
bers take advantage of the savings, 
educational material and network-
ing opportunities available through 
this event.”

The short course, which is set for 
Aug. 1-3, is the largest beef cattle 
educational event in the U.S.

The three-day event will include 
more than 20 sessions covering ba-
sic practices, new technologies and 
hot topics. Live demonstrations and 
a trade show exhibit, as well as the 
traditional prime rib dinner, will 
also be part of the short course.

More than 2,000 ranchers, beef 
industry representatives and ex-
hibitors are expected to attend this 
year’s event, but a virtual option will 
also be available.

TFB member discount
The fee is $240 for those attend-

ing in person and $160 online. The 
prices go up after July 27.

TFB members will receive $20 off 
the in-person and virtual registra-
tions. 

The discount is applied at regis-
tration when you use the code TXFB.

Registration details
The short course is hosted by Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
and the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Department of Animal 
Science at Texas A&M University.

For more details on the Beef Cat-
tle Short Course and to register, vis-
it beefcattleshortcourse.com or call 
979-845-6931.

Contact Tomascik at ttomascik@
txfb.org or 254-751-2266 with ques-

tions regarding the TFB member 
discount.

For a full list of benefits and ser-
vices available to TFB members, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/member-
benefits.

Texas Farm Bureau members receive $20 off registration for the annual Texas 
A&M Beef Cattle Short Course set for Aug. 1-3 in College Station. 
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Texas Farm Bureau establishes West Texas Wildfire Relief Fund 
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Wildfires swept across Central 

and West Texas last month, burning 
over 86,000 acres.   

As of press time, some wildfires 
were still not fully contained.  

The damage from the burning fires 
sparked Gov. Greg Abbott to issue a 
disaster declaration for 11 counties. 

Those counties include Brooks, 
Brown, Coleman, Comanche, East-
land, Grayson, Mason, Potter, Ran-
dall, Reynolds and Williamson. 

In an effort to help farmers and 
ranchers impacted, Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) established the West 
Texas Wildfire Relief Fund. 

“Although we don’t know the full 
extent of the damage caused by the 
fires, we do know the losses will be 
staggering,” TFB President Russell 
Boening said. “Farm Bureau mem-
bers have always stepped up to help 
their neighbors in need, and this 
wildfire relief fund will collect tax-
deductible donations to meet the 
needs in affected areas.”  

The program will collect and dis-
tribute monetary contributions only.  

TFB will match 50% of any dona-
tion to the West Texas Wildfire Re-
lief Fund made by a county Farm 
Bureau up to $2,000.  

Other efforts are ongoing by vari-
ous organizations to collect dona-

Over 86,000 acres burned, leaving behind charred land, dead or injured 
livestock and burned equipment and barns. Photo courtesy Sam Snyder. 

A burned livestock trailer sits in Carbon. The wildfires were fueled by dry, 
windy conditions in Central and West Texas. Photo courtesy Sam Snyder. 

tions of hay, feed and fencing sup-
plies for those impacted by the fires. 

Burning situation
Fueled by dry, windy conditions, 

the fires swept across Texas in March. 
The Eastland Complex wildfires 

consisted of seven fires and spanned 
more than 54,000 acres.  

It was considered a Southern 
Plains Wildfire Outbreak (SPWO) 
and began on March 17. This event 
supported rapid growth and extreme 
fire behavior in Eastland County.  

SPWO events, according to the 
Texas A&M Forest Service, have 
caused some of the most destruc-
tive wildfires in Texas history. While 
SPWO fires account for 3% of re-
ported wildfires, Texas A&M Forest 
Service officials noted they account 
for 49% of the acres burned.  

SPWO events are extremely dan-
gerous fire weather phenomenon 
characterized by an environment of 
dry vegetation, dry west-southwest 
winds across an area with low rela-
tive humidity, above average surface 
temperatures, an unstable atmo-
sphere and clear, sunny skies. 

Another SPWO fire was the Per-
ryton fire located in the Texas Pan-
handle in 2017 that burned 318,156 
acres.  

Fires also burned in West Texas, 
devouring acres of pastureland and 
farmland, as well as livestock, homes, 

barns and equipment.  
Farmers and ranchers sprang 

into action—moving cattle, packing 
up families and building fire breaks. 
They worked alongside state agen-
cies to try to contain the fires.  

“During this tragedy, we saw 
neighbors helping neighbors, lending 
trailers to haul livestock and housing 
livestock, horses and pets,” Boening 
said. “Texas is doing what Texas does 
best—helping one another, and Farm 
Bureau is doing its part, too.” 

Some rain has since fallen, help-
ing the charred countryside begin to 
heal. But it will take time, rain and 
more help from Mother Nature, but 
Texas farmers and ranchers will rise 
from the ashes. 

How to donate
Credit card donations may be 

made via PayPal on the TFB website 
at texasfarmbureau.org/wildfire-re-
lief-fund. 

Checks may be made out to the 
Texas Farm Bureau Agriculture Re-

search and Education Foundation 
and mailed to: West Texas Wildfire 
Relief Fund, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, 
Texas 76702-2689. Include “Atten-
tion: Chris Daughtery” on donation 
envelopes.

The charitable donations are tax-
deductible.  

How to apply
Farmers and ranchers with un-

reimbursed agricultural losses are 
encouraged to apply. The application 
form is available on the West Texas 
Wildfire Relief Fund webpage.  

Applications are due May 31.  
Wildfire updates

For more information on the relief 
fund and the latest update on sup-
plies needed, visit the West Texas 
Wildfire Relief Fund webpage at 
texasfarmbureau.org/wildfire-relief-
fund.  

To view the Texas A&M Forest 
Service statewide active fire response 
map, navigate to public.tfswildfires.
com.

Donations to the

WEST TEXAS WILDFIRE RELIEF FUND 
can be made online at 

texasfarmbureau.org/wildfire-relief-fund
Eligible farmers and ranchers can apply for assistance through the relief 
fund through May 31. Details at texasfarmbureau.org/wildfire-relief-fund.
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Farmers are seeing production cost increases for fertilizer, seed, crop protection chemcials and fuel. Those costs 
could outpace revenue for Texas farmers this growing season. 

Zac (left) and Chris Goodwin farm wheat and corn, raise cattle and have a 
hay operation in Johnson County. 

Taking it one acre at a time: Goodwins plant seeds, hope 
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Planting seeds deeper in the soil 

with some extra faith and hope is 
where you could find Chris and Zac 
Goodwin in mid-March. 

The father-son duo was planting 
corn around Venus and Alvarado in 
Johnson County. 

Dry weather conditions through-
out the fall and winter led to a lack 
of soil moisture, forcing the farmers 
to plant the seeds deeper. 

“The challenge is how dry we 
are, but we hope we get some good 
rains,” Chris said. 

It’s an extreme contrast to the 
weather last year. 

Chris said a tremendous amount 
of rainfall—about 30 inches in 
May—ruined last year’s corn crop. 

But the Goodwins have been very 
conservative in their approach for 
this year.

“We’re just trying to conserve 
what we have, trying to minimize 
our passes across the field,” Chris 
said. “We’re approaching this with 
caution because inputs are up tre-
mendously. Some of the inputs are 
approaching 200-300% in price in-
crease from last year, plus the fuel 
cost.”

They’re trying to minimize passes 
through the field to cut back on fuel 
and to not disturb the soil. 

Uncertainty is the theme of this 
growing season. They don’t know 
when the next price increase will 
hit. 

“Financially, this is one of the 
toughest years we’ve seen because 
there are too many uncertainties in 
the market,” Chris said. “We don’t 
know where this is going. The sup-
ply chain is already stressed from 
COVID.”

But it’s not just the cost that’s a 
challenge right now. Equipment and 
parts are difficult to find, too. 

The Goodwins ordered parts for 
their planter last December, and 
they didn’t come in until late Febru-
ary. 

“There’s a lack of parts, and 
we’re having to plan out farther 
ahead for purchases to make sure 
we have enough to cover every as-
pect of what we’re doing. We try to 
keep good stock of parts in our barn 
and plan ahead, but you just never 
know,” Zac said. “There’s such a sup-
ply shortage and getting stuff moved 
across the country and the world is 
such a challenge right now.”

Zac came back to the family farm 

after college. It’s where he enjoys be-
ing, despite the struggles that often 
come with the farming lifestyle. 

“I took some internships, traveled 
the nation, saw differently lifestyles 
and had different experiences. But 
at the end of the day, all I wanted to 
do was come back home,” Zac said. 
“If I wasn’t farming, I don’t know 
what I’d do, because this is where 
my heart lies.”

Together, the Goodwins grow 
wheat and corn, raise cattle and 
have a hay operation. 

The majority of the corn grown 
by the Goodwins is sold to feed mills 
in the area. It is either crushed or 
flaked for beef and dairy cattle feed. 

And the Goodwins then buy their 
cattle feed from those mills. 

“It’s full circle,” Zac said. “We 
pride ourselves on that.”

And Chris is proud to be farming 
with his son.

“For me, that’s the ultimate re-
ward. I grew up with my granddad, 
with my dad,” he said. “But having 
my son back is the ultimate reward. 
My wife and I are involved, my son’s 
involved, and my daughter helps 
from time to time.”

But the Goodwins are concerned 
about the profit margin for the fam-
ily farm. Ongoing drought, produc-
tion costs and supply chain issues 
have been a consistent burden.

It’s one that doesn’t look like it 
will be going away any time soon.

Farming is always a gamble, 
though, and the variables changing. 

But this year, each seed is being 
planted in uncharted territory. De-
spite the uncertainty, the Goodwins 
have faith knowing they are doing 
all they can. 
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Production costs outpacing commodity prices, fueling uncertainty
The cost of growing crops could 

outpace revenue for many farmers 
in 2022, making it more difficult to 
break even despite rising commodity 
prices and increased demand both 
domestically and globally. 

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) published a report 
that shows farm production costs are 
likely to increase 6% in 2022, which 
follows a 12% increase in 2021. This 
continues a trend stretching back 
several years. 

Since 2013, farmers have seen 
almost all production expenses in-
crease. For example, livestock and 
poultry expenses have gone up 46%, 
and marketing, storage and trans-
portation costs have increased 59%.

Farmers are seeing a number of 
production cost increases, including 
rising fertilizer, seed and chemical 
prices, which now make up to 17.5% 
of on-farm expenditures.

Fuel and energy prices contin-
ue to increase, and the situation is 
made worse by uncertainty due to 

the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
Increased costs of labor, both on-

farm and for agribusinesses serving 
farms, is also a challenge.

AFBF noted farmers and ranch-
ers are still feeling the impacts of 
the COVID-19 disruption of labor 
markets and production.

“The rising prices for fuel, fertil-
izer and other supplies create an 
unwelcome counterforce to higher 
commodity prices,” AFBF President 
Zippy Duvall said. “Higher prices for 
crops are getting a lot of attention 
right now and, of course, help farm-
ers balance the books, but when ex-
penses are rising just as quickly or 
even outpacing revenue, the finan-
cial gains evaporate.”

AFBF and Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) are working to ensure the 
administration and Congress un-
derstand the severity and potential 
implications of increased production 
costs and the limited availability of 
some supplies.

“Farmers and ranchers have al-

ways had to carefully manage input 
costs, but the COVID-19 pandemic 
and now the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine have ushered in even 
more uncertainty and higher costs 
for inputs,” TFB National Legisla-
tive Director Laramie Adams said. 
“We are in constant communica-
tion with elected officials and fed-
eral agencies to inform them on how 
these issues affect farmers, ranchers 
and rural communities in the Lone 
Star State.”

The invasion and subsequent 
sanctions against Russia could fur-
ther complicate U.S. fertilizer sup-
plies and prices. 

Crop protection chemicals and 
land values have also increased, 
tightening what could have been 
above breakeven profit margins.

And ongoing transportation is-
sues are fueling concern and uncer-
tainty, AFBF economists noted.  

No part of the transportation sec-
tor has been spared supply-chain 
disruptions, with higher rates and 

shipping delays often hitting farm-
ers and ranchers particularly hard. 

A continuing shortage of truck 
drivers has driven freight rates back 
above their pre-pandemic highs. Rail 
rates for bulk farm commodities have 
been, in part, driven up by limited 
rail terminal capacity.

“Uncertainty fuels volatility, and 
that’s certainly what we are look-
ing at right now for this crop year,” 
Adams said. “Then, you add in the 
drought conditions, wildfires and 
severe weather that comes with the 
spring, and farmers are rolling the 
dice with more odds this growing 
season.”

The net market return for com-
modities across the board may ex-
ceed that of 2021, but without the 
pandemic-linked government pay-
ments of the last two years, net farm 
income will likely be down in 2022, 
according to AFBF.

For more reports and the lat-
est AFBF economic analyses, visit 
fb.org/market-intel.

ONE OF T HE MOST COSTLY 
PROBLEMS YOU CAN HAVE 
IS UNEVEN EMERGENCE.

1 DAY

15%

2 DAYS

78%

3 DAYS

90%

Days after first 
plants emerge

Losses due to 
late emerging 
corn plants*

Ask about the Emergence System from Precision 
Planting. Your most consistent plant emergence 
starts at emergencematters.com

*Multi-year plot studies performed at the PTI Farm. Precision Planting® is a registered trademark of Precision Planting LLC. ©2021 Precision Planting LLC.

BARTLETT
KIMBRELL FARMS 

SOUTH
254-760-0932

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUN-

TY EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576

wmcoequip.com

ODEM
SOUTH TEXAS DIE-
SEL SPECIALISTS

361-944-5463
southtexasdieselspe-

cialists.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUN-

TY EQ.CO. INC.
361-387-1572

wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUN-

TY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381

wmcoequip.com

engine options.
• Up to 10 mph ground speed.
• Suspension seat and cup

holder for maximum comfort.
• 48”, 52” or 61” Velocity Plus

cutter deck for unmatched cut.
• Strong Scag warranty.
• Great price!
Stop by or call for more details.

www.SCAG.com

FORT WORTH
LEONARD'S FARM & RANCH 

STORE
817-332-2283

lakelawnequip.com

GRANBURY
LAKE LAWN EQUIPMENT

817-578-8801
lakelawnequip.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
830-584-1576

wmcoequip.com

LUFKIN
EAST TEXAS POWERSPORTS 

LOC IN LUFKIN/NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990

etpowersports.com

SAN ANTONIO
CERTIFIED SMALL ENGINE

210-523-1138
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The TM610/TM710/TM810 trailed mowers offer simplicity. The hookup procedure is straightforward; after the 
hitch, PTO and hydraulics are connected it’s ready to go to the field. Toolless adjustments allow users to set the 
suspension between fields. The Quick-Clip® blade retention system lives up to its name. Horsepower requirements 
(TM610: 50 hp [37.3 kW]) are an average 20 percent lower than comparable 3-point disc mowers.

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing at any time without notice or 
obligation. Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for 
more information on machine specifications. Vermeer, the Vermeer and Quick-Clip are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2018 Vermeer 
Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

LONGVIEW
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT SALES & 

SERVICE, INC.
903-663-0282

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
farmcountry-inc.com

Study shows deer can contract, spread COVID-19
After SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) 

was first documented in wild deer 
populations in 2021, researchers at 
Texas A&M University’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences set out to determine how the 
disease is transmitted among captive 
white-tailed deer populations.

Their research points to deer-to-
deer transmission as the most likely 
source of transmission, according to 
Dr. Sarah Hamer, associate profes-
sor of epidemiology and the study’s 
principal investigator.

“At the start of the pandemic, my 
research team became interested 
in the potential role of animals in 
transmission. Since early summer 
2020, we’ve been studying dogs and 
cats, and I can tell you those types 
of animal infections are not hard to 
find,” she said in an interview with 
the Texas Farm Bureau Radio Net-
work. “Determining whether the cap-
tive cervid populations could play a 
role in transmission cycles became 
of interest to us. Captive cervids are 

very important to Texans for eco-
nomic and recreational reasons, and 
it sparked our interest.”

After studying three independent 
captive deer breeding facilities in 
Central and South Texas, the group 
found more than 90% of the deer at 
one tested positive for the virus.

That facility’s owner and man-
ager was known to have contracted 
COVID-19, making it an ideal loca-
tion for the research, said Dr. Walt 
Cook, Texas A&M clinical associate 
professor.

“We thought, ‘If there’s ever going 
to be deer that get infected, those 
would be the ones,’” he said. “And 34 
out of 36 deer were seropositive for 
SARS-CoV-2 in this one facility. We 
don’t have direct evidence, but the 
evidence we do have seems to indi-
cate the virus was transmitted from 
humans initially and then from deer 
to deer.”

A group of deer at the facility 
was in close physical contact with 
infected humans through routine 

handling and later tested positive 
for COVID-19 antibodies. Those 
deer had only what Cook called 
“fence-line contact” with other deer 
not handled by humans, but the sec-
ond group subsequently also tested 
positive later, suggesting the disease 
was transmitted from the deer on 
the other side of the fence.

“Not all of the positive deer had di-
rect human contact in the past that 
could explain their infection, so our 
story here with these captive cervid 
facilities in Texas, much like other 
researchers studying deer across the 
country, seems to point to deer-to-
deer transmission,” Hamer said.

Deer infected with COVID-19 
show no clinical symptoms or signs 
of respiratory disease.

Hamer noted they do not yet 
know if deer can transmit the virus 
back to humans.

There is much to learn about 
cross-species transmission of the 
virus, including whether COVID-19 
can be transmitted from one species 
of animal to another, such as deer to 
cattle or rodents to medium-sized 
mammals.

“It’s certainly a public health pri-
ority to figure out if infected animals 
can infect people,” she said. “I think 

our collaborative team at Texas 
A&M would like to do some longi-
tudinal studies to understand how 
their level of antibody titers change 
over time.”

There is no evidence the SARS-
CoV-2 virus can be transmitted to 
humans from properly-cooked veni-
son meat, according to Texas A&M 
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Lab-
oratory Assistant Agency Director 
Dr. Terry Hensley.

“Venison is a lean, healthy red 
meat,” he said. “The accepted recom-
mendation is that venison be cooked 
to a minimum internal temperature 
of 145 degrees for steak and 165 for 
ground venison. This should destroy 
any pathogen, so again there is little 
to no risk of transmission.”
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2022 LINEUP OF 
GRAVELY MOWERS 

STARTING AT $3,199

EL CAMPO
SCHMIDT IMPLEMENT INC.

979-543-2622
schmidtimplement.com

LUFKIN
EAST TEXAS  

POWERSPORTS  
LOC IN  

LUFKIN/NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990

etpowersports.com

MT. PLEASANT
HESS FURNITURE

903-572-9866
hesshomefurnishings.com Dealer Imprint Area
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DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

GRANBURY
THREE RIVERS EQUIPMENT

817-736-1165
threeriversequipment.com

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG 

EQUIPMENT
830-426-3701

lonestarkawasaki.com

KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES

903-270-0877
prequipmentsales.com

LUFKIN
JARVIS FARM EQUIPMENT

936-639-3276

TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

www.masseyferguson.us
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testing to prove they’re ready to stand up to the most extreme conditions.

Dealer Imprint Area

VISIT US TODAY.  

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND  

THE RIGHT MODEL FOR 

YOUR OPERATION.

©2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18P002VA

A LEGACY IS BUILT. NEVER GIVEN.
MEET THE GLOBAL SERIES.

©2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18P002VA

DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

GRANBURY
THREE RIVERS EQUIPMENT

817-736-1165
threeriversequipment.com

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG 

EQUIPMENT
830-426-3701

lonestarkawasaki.com

KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES

903-270-0877
prequipmentsales.com

LUFKIN
JARVIS FARM EQUIPMENT

936-639-3276
jarvisfarming.com

TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

www.masseyferguson.us

DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES

903-270-0877
prequipmentsales.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

Entrepreneurs can win $50,000 in national contest
The American Farm Bureau Fed-

eration (AFBF), in partnership with 
Farm Credit, is seeking entrepre-
neurs to apply online for the 2023 
Farm Bureau Ag Innovation Chal-
lenge. Now in its ninth year, this 
national business competition show-
cases U.S. startup companies devel-
oping innovative solutions to chal-
lenges faced by America’s farmers, 
ranchers and rural communities.

Farm Bureau is offering $165,000 
in startup funds throughout the 
course of the competition, which 
will culminate in the top 10 semi-
finalists competing in a live pitch 
competition in front of Farm Bureau 
members, investors and industry 
representatives at the AFBF Con-
vention in January 2023 in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico.

“Innovation is at the heart of ev-
erything farmers and ranchers do,” 
said AFBF President Zippy Duvall. 
“The Ag Innovation Challenge is an 
outstanding avenue for identifying 
and supporting startup businesses 

striving to solve the problems facing 
rural America. I look forward to see-
ing the innovative, resourceful and 
creative solutions that Challenge 
applicants submit.”

Applications remain open through 
April 29, and the 10 semi-finalist 
teams will be announced Sept. 13. 

Each of the semi-finalist teams 
will be awarded $10,000 and a 
chance to compete to advance to the 
final round where four teams will re-
ceive an additional $5,000 each. 

The final four teams will compete 
to win:

• Farm Bureau Ag Innovation 
Challenge Winner, for a total of 
$50,000

• Farm Bureau Ag Innovation 
Challenge Runner-up, for a total of 
$20,000

• People’s Choice Team selected 
by public vote, for an additional 
$5,000 (all 10 semi-finalist teams 
compete for this honor).

Prior to the live pitch competi-

tion, the top 10 semi-finalist teams 
will participate in pitch training and 
mentorship from Cornell University 
and network with representatives 
from the Agriculture Department’s 
Rural Business Investment Compa-
nies.

Recent winners of the Ag Innova-
tion Challenge include Grain Weevil 
Corporation, a grain bin safety and 
management robot that improves 
farmer well-being by controlling 
risks and costs (2022 Ag Innovation 
Challenge Winner) and Harvust, a 
software platform that helps farm-
ers successfully hire, train and com-
municate with employees (2021 Ag 
Innovation Challenge Winner). 

Other examples of successful Ag 
Innovation Challenge participants, 
as well as detailed eligibility guide-
lines and the competition timeline, 
can be found at fb.org/challenge.

Entrepreneurs must be members 
of a county Farm Bureau within 
their state of residence to qualify as 
top 10 semi-finalists. 

Applications must be received by 
11:59 p.m. ET on April 29.
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TSTC student always knew he wanted to be a welder
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Easton Womack has been work-

ing with his hands for most of his 
life, building projects for school and 
helping his dad in the shop. 

“My dad is a welder, and I’ve been 
welding in the shop with him ever 
since I could hold the rod,” he said. 

Now at Texas State Technical Col-
lege (TSTC), he’s learning to hone 
his craft and improve the skills he 
learned at a young age.  

He is doing so with financial as-
sistance from Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) as a recipient of a Texan Suc-
cess Scholarship established specifi-
cally for TSTC students.

TFB recognized the need for ca-
reers that help build communities 
and first invested scholarship funds 
through TSTC in 2017. 

“Texas Farm Bureau is proud to 
support students seeking techni-
cal careers,” TFB President Russell 
Boening said. “These technical skills 
are a big part of supporting farming, 
ranching and rural Texas. Individu-
als trained in technical skills play a 
vital role in growing and producing 
our food, fuel and fiber.”

Womack actively participated 
in ag mechanics projects at the 
Montague County Youth Fair and 
through FFA competitions. 

“I’ve always liked building stuff. 
So, in third grade, we decided that 
I would build a project with just 
me and my dad as a way to spend 
time together,” he said. “And then it 
evolved into building more projects 
and winning shows.”

The Nocona native has an impres-
sive list of accomplishments that in-
clude first in his class in Fort Worth, 
first in his division in San Antonio 
and reserve overall winner of the 
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Ag 
Mechanics Contest with his team. 

He’s built a hay fork for a tractor, 
a cooker trailer, a truck bed and a 
water transfer pump for an oilfield 
company. Some he built by himself, 
and others were with a team. 

“My senior year, I finished it up 
with a project by myself. I built an 

all-position pipe roller,” he said. “It 
was a smaller project, but it was 
something I built by myself and 
closed out the season with, and I 
ended up winning my class in Hous-
ton with it, too.”

Welding is an art and seeing his 
craftmanship on display at the end 
of a project brings him a sense of 
pride.

“I think that’s one of the reasons 
I like building projects so much. At 
the end, when everything’s done, you 
get to step back and look at it,” Wom-
ack said. “You can admire it and be 
proud of the accomplishment and 
the work you completed.”

But projects don’t always go as 
planned. 

“When something doesn’t go right 
or it breaks or something like that, 
all you can do is stop, cut it apart or 
fix it, and just go on with your day. 
Getting mad, getting upset isn’t go-
ing to fix anything,” he said. “That’s 
what my dad always taught me.”

It’s good advice for building proj-
ects and for life lessons, many of 
which he’s learning now while living 
on his own, building on his experi-
ence and working toward his associ-
ate degree. 

He chose TSTC in Waco because 

it allowed him to explore the world 
a little, and he’d heard good things 
about the programs. 

“I get to learn a lot more stuff, in- 
depth stuff, about welding,” he said. 
“It’s enjoyable. I thought I knew 
stuff when I came in, and then I’m 
learning even more in class. It’s re-
ally fine tuning my skills, getting me 
from that apprentice level to where I 
want to be when I get out of college 
and start working.”

Details on TFB scholarships 
offered annually through TSTC

Each year since 2017, Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) funds schol-
arships through Texas State 
Technical College (TSTC). 

Twenty-five $1,000 scholar-
ships are awarded on a first-
come, first-served basis through 
the Texan Success Scholarship.

Another $10,000 is available 
through the Helping Hands 
fund, which is meant to help 
students with unexpected costs 
that do not qualify for academic 
financial aid. 

More information on the TFB 

scholarship through TSTC is 
available at texasfarmbureau.
org/scholarships. 

The TSTC system has 10 cam-
puses across the state, offering 
degrees in a variety of fields 
from agricultural technology 
to biology, culinary arts, diesel 
equipment and welding.

TSTC campuses are located in 
Abilene, Breckenridge, Brown-
wood, Fort Bend County, Har-
lingen, Marshall, North Texas, 
Sweetwater, Waco and William-
son County.

After graduation, Womack wants 
to weld, but he’s keeping his options 
open. 

The demand for skilled techni-
cians makes graduating from a 
trade school an attractive decision, 
and Womack is confident there will 
be career options to choose from. 

And wherever the future takes 
him, Womack will have the skills 
and experience to weld together a 
career and legacy all his own. 

Easton Womack is a Nocona native 
pursuing an associate degree at TSTC 
in Waco. Courtesy photo. 

Womack has won numerous individual and team awards for ag mechanics 
projects through FFA and the county stock show. He recieved a TFB Texan 
Success Scholarship to pursue his degree at TSTC. Courtesy photo.
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AgLead participants tour Rio Grande Valley

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas Farm Bureau’s AgLead XV 
class returned home with new con-
nections and fresh perspectives from 
a four-day trip to the Rio Grande 
Valley last month.

The trip gave AgLead members a 
chance to connect and engage with 
other farmers and ranchers from 
across the Lone Star State. They 
discussed issues, ideas and the com-
mon challenges they all face, as well 
as the unique challenges farming in 
the Valley brings.

“AgLead participants were able 
to learn a lot about various agri-
businesses, shipping commodities 
and water infrastructure, as well 
as farming and ranching along the 
U.S.-Mexico border,” said Roger Hall, 
associate director of Organization, 
Leader Development.

The Valley offers a unique climate 
for vegetables to be grown year-
round. Farmers in the Valley are 
also the first in the state and nation 
to begin planting crops like corn, 
grain sorghum and cotton.

But it’s not just the climate and 
crops that are special to the area. 
The water infrastructure in the Val-
ley is also unique. The Rio Grande 
River is the lifeblood of farmers in 
that region, and without it, they 
wouldn’t be able to grow crops.

The group was able to see how 
different irrigation systems work 

and toured a farm that uses pumps 
to water their crops directly from the 
Rio Grande River. Farmers in that 
region have to maintain irrigation 
and plan for how much water they 
will be allocated to ensure they have 
enough for their crops.

AgLead members also visited sev-
eral farms and ranches during the 
trip, including Rio Farms and Eng-
land Cattle Company.

“We saw some good cattle at 
England Cattle Company. They are 
commercial cattle breeders and also 
purebred breeders, so that adds a lot 
of depth and integrity to their pro-
gram,” Clayton Conway, AgLead par-
ticipant and rancher from Van Zandt 
County, said.

The group toured the Port of Cor-
pus Christi, the only sugar mill in 
Texas, a citrus orchard, packing facil-
ities and a juice plant during the trip.

“We toured the facility at Rio 
Grande Juice Company. They use 
the entire grapefruit—all the way 
from making grapefruit juice to cat-
tle feed,” Hailey Hayes, an ag teach-
er and farmer from Calhoun County, 
said.

Visiting the Valley also allowed 
the farmers and ranchers to see how 
agriculture is different in that re-
gion of the state than their own op-
erations.

“Down there, they grow crops all 
year round. They grow some of the 
fruits and vegetables we see at the 

grocery store,” Hayes said. “The 
Valley isn’t far from us in Calhoun 
County—just a few hours away. But 
it’s so much more diverse and such a 
big part of Texas agriculture.”

Hayes plans to take back the in-
formation she learned to the stu-
dents in her classroom.

“I want to show them all the dif-
ferent things that make the Valley 
unique when it comes to agriculture. 
Sugarcane—do students know that’s 
how they get sugar? I want them to 
have a better understanding of the 
process of food from the field and the 
steps it goes through before it gets to 

our plate,” she said.
The Valley’s proximity to Mexico 

and international borders also plays 
a key role in Texas agriculture.

“We toured the border and had 
the opportunity to talk to some peo-
ple who were involved with the prob-
lems down there. It’s a very serious 
problem,” Conway said. “I have a 
better understanding of the issue at 
the border and learned more about 
ag labor needs, especially in the Rio 
Grande Valley.”

The trip was held Feb. 7-10. The 
group is scheduled to visit Washing-
ton, D.C. later this month. 

For more information on AgLead, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/aglead.

The Rio Grande Juice Company uses 
the entire grapefruit for a variety of 
products, including grapefruit juice 
and cattle feed.

AgLead XV participants visited with the England family in Mercedes about 
raising commercial cattle and purebred Brahman cattle.

The group learned more about 
farming and ranching along the U.S.-
Mexico border, as well as the current 
challenges facing those families.

At Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers, Inc., the participants learned about 
sugarcane and the only sugar mill in Texas. 
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Call 1-866-326-3276 
to advertise your business, 
service or items for sale in 

the Texas Trading Post

WALLACE 
SPRIGGING 

SERVICE

Grain Bins & Material Handling
- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 

Unloading Equip. & Parts.

-  - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com

Order today use coupon code TX2022 for 
www.precisiontemp.com
1-800-934-9690 Ext. 102

• Endless hot water on demand

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1 ........................ $630 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1........... $599
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1.............. $900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
23.1-34 R2 8PLY BUFF.......................... $899
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP..... $225
15.5-38 10p NEW R1 ............................. $425

....................... $550
We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pm

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

WardBrangus.com

IBBA Registered

BRANGUS
Fairfield, Texas

903-879-5456
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REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment 
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or 
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX 
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day 
Service.

BUILDINGS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us 
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz 
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment 
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our 
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

CONTAINERS

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 

BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 

Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-

daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 

monitors and Salvage equipment. 

254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-

ERS. Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-proof. 

Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 817-

992-9122.

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag 
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES,  HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES 
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

254-221-7957

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

• Order Parts Online
   15% Rebate 
   • Appraisals

We can sell your surplus 
equipment at online auction 

anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

Lic: TXS 6676 

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

HELP WANTED
EARN $60,000/ YR. part-time in 
the Livestock or Farm Equipment 
Appraisal Business. Agricultural 
background required. Home Study 
Course available. 800 488-7570 or 
www.amagappraisers.com

GRAIN STORAGE

Remember the last time your family visited the forest? It’s a place 
of wonder and imagination for the whole family—where stories 
come to life. And it’s closer than you think. Sounds like it’s time to 
plan your next visit. Make the forest part of your story today at a 
local park near you or fi nd one at DiscoverTheForest.org.

AFFORDABLE ORGANIC FERTIL-
IZER. Quality NPK with trace miner-
als along with Army Worm, Grass-
hopper, and Fire Ant prevention. 
Starting at $26 per acre. (Discounts 
for larger volumes) 903-925-3818.

FERTILIZER

“OUR MAP stARted A
ReVOLUtION.”

Vivian McCarter and her 4-H group didn’t just make it easier to find healthier 

food, they made it easier to live a healthier life. Using GPS technology, first they 

mapped out the food options in their county. Then they took it a step further. They 

persuaded storeowners to add healthier options, an inspiring act and a victory in 

the fight against obesity. But that’s what 4-H’ers do – they break through barriers 

and create change, right in their own backyards. Be a part of your community’s 

revolution at 4-H.org/revolution.

Vivian McCarter
4-H’er / Geo Mapper / Advocate

www. read .gov

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

The LATCH system makes it easier to be sure your 

child’s car seat is installed correctly every time. Just 

clip it to the lower anchors, attach the top tether, and 

pull the straps tight. To fi nd out more, visit safercar.gov.
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NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE

TIRES

SOLAR PANELS

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top 

quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW. 

Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred 

& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-

8644 254-747-2701

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS

Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-

202-5178

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids
in science class.

REG BEEFMASTER CATTLE pas-

ture raised, not fed out, not condi-

tioned, gentle, range ready. Lufkin, 

TX 936-366-2231.

LIVESTOCK

Publish in how many issues?_____First issue ad should appear in: ___________
Enclosed is payment:   $___________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City____________________________State_________Zip__________
Phone_____________________Email________________________________

Ad Content:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Payment must be included with all ads. Ads failing to include payment will not run. Do not send cash! 

RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,

Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole 
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

Classification: _______________ (Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689. 
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

RANCH CONSULTANT
Not Happy With Your Results?

New To The Business?
45 years experience. I can save 

you years and lots of money.
Tom Lockwood • 254-385-6487

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS

Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones • Franklin, TX

979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE. Virgin 
bulls, ready for service. $2,000 & 

up depending on age and quality. 

210-771-5255

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolarsolutions.com

Certified solar electric installers

Love Thy 
Neighborhood.
HElp  prevent
wildfires.
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