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I made up my mind when I started 
writing that this piece was not going 
to be about COVID-19. We get enough 
of that every day, so we do not have to 
be reminded. 

This piece is about an 
important lesson we are 
in the midst of learning, 
and if we are smart, will 
not soon forget. 

During these weeks 
that our lives have been 
disrupted in ways we 
never dreamed, we’ve 
all been able to reflect 
on what truly matters 
to each of us, and it has 
caused us to re-think the 
definition of “essential.” 

As the general public has fixated 
on how they will acquire the necessi-
ties of their daily lives, the folks who 
provide and deliver these necessities 
have rocketed to the top of the VIP 
list. I am reminded of a line in a Toby 
Keith song that goes “How do you like 
me now?” 

One of the most undebatable rules 
of nature is that living things require 
nourishment. Human beings can do 
without a lot of things, but food is the 
most essential of all essentials. 

From his very first executive order, 
Governor Greg Abbott rightly desig-
nated agriculture an “essential indus-
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OPINION

Agriculture recognized as a truly ‘essential’ industry, foundation

Biotech regulations get an update

By Gary Joiner
Publisher

try.” The importance of agriculture to 
this nation hasn’t been this obvious 
in many years. We all count on a very 
small segment of our population that 

is now less than 2 per-
cent to feed us. 

Farming and ranch-
ing has never been more 
critical to our society, 
and never has society 
had less understanding 
of the process involved 
in producing and distrib-
uting food and fiber.

Part of Farm Bu-
reau’s purpose is to tell 
the story of agriculture 
and to create a sense of 

partnership between farmer and con-
sumer. 

While we do not relish the circum-
stances, our current situation allows 
us to emphasize the important role 
that agriculture plays in every per-
son’s life—no matter their address or 
profession. 

As you will see as you browse the 
pages of this publication, visit our 
website or see us on social media, your 
organization is accomplishing this us-
ing a wide variety of methods. 

Yes, we have all had an opportuni-
ty to consider what really matters to 
each of us—faith, family, health, social 
interaction and our livelihoods. 

Farmers and ranchers, along with 
all the folks involved in our food sup-
ply chain, have gained renewed prom-
inence in these challenging times. 

I think it’s safe to say that if these 
times have taught us anything, it 
is that agriculture and the folks in-
volved are truly “essential!” 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) finalized a sweeping 
overhaul of its approval process for 
biotech crops. The announcement 
marks the first major change to the 
regulatory process in 
over three decades. 

The timing is good. 
The science-based rule 
will encourage innova-
tion while safeguarding 
the nation’s food supply. 
It will help spur develop-
ment of new traits and 
technologies.

Among the types of 
innovations expected are crops with 
greater resistance to disease and 
insect pests; greater tolerance of 
stress conditions such as drought, 
high temperature, low temperature 
and salt; and more efficient use of 
fertilizer.

The new process is expected to 
lead to lower regulatory costs and 
timeframes for the development of 
new plant varieties. It should pro-
vide a clear, predictable and effi-

cient regulatory pathway 
for innovators. These im-
provements will help U.S. 
agriculture solve current 
and future challenges for 
production and food secu-
rity. 

It’s critical that Ameri-
ca’s farmers and ranchers 
remain efficient and com-
petitive. Access to innova-

tion is a key to their success. By 
updating and modernizing its bio-
technology regulations, USDA has 
forged the right balance of protect-
ing plant health while positioning 
U.S. agriculture at the forefront of 
innovation.

By Si Cook
TFB Executive 
Director/COO
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M O R E  P L A N T I N G 

C H O I C E S  T H A N  E V E R

No matter the size of your operation, John Deere has  
a planter for you to help you increase your yield 
potential, lower your input costs, and work efficiently.  

You’ll find just about every possible planter product or 

feature available, including:

The new compact 1745 Planter is perfect for your 
smaller fields and narrow-road transport needs. 

The new ExactRate™ Liquid Fertilizer System lets 
you fertilize as you plant – exactly – and is an ideal 
match for planters equipped with ExactEmerge™ or 

MaxEmerge™ 5e Row Units.

ExactEmerge™ Row Units help you finish fast without 
sacrificing uniform seed placement. Plant at up to 

10 mph (16 km/h) with precise seed placement and 
depth control.

MaxEmerge™ 5 Row Units are designed for a wide 
variety of crop types with versatile row unit 

configurations.

MaxEmerge™ 5e Electric Row Units deliver accurate 
seed population around curves without the hassle of 

chains, sprockets or hex shafts. 

Performance Upgrade Kits** make it easy for you to 
make your current planter perform like it’s new.

To find your right choice, call your John Deere dealer 

today or visit JohnDeere.com/Plant.

Nothing runs like a Deere™. 

*8% discount is available on select John Deere Planters and planting equipment 

from participating John Deere Dealers. Additional discounts are available on select 

performance upgrade kits. Ask a participating dealer for details and complete list 

of qualifying products. Offer is valid for orders placed from June 2, 2020 to July 14, 

2020. Offer is subject to availability and may be changed or discontinued without 

notice at any time. Some restrictions apply.

**Ask dealer for compatibility details.

JohnDeere.com/Plant

8% OFF
*

on select planting equipment

N O W  S A V E

John Deere Dealers
See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Ag-Pro
Alice, TX
Fredericksburg, TX
Harligen, TX
Pleasanton, TX
Weslaco, TX 

Bramlett Implement, Inc.
Stephenville, TX 

Fish & Still Equipment
Nacogdoches, TX 

Robstown Hardware Company
Robstown, TX

United Ag & Turf
Bryan, TX 
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Training addresses 
farm, ranch stress

As people around the country 
look for big and small ways to 
help their neighbors through the 
uncertainty that has come with 
COVID-19, the Rural Resilience 
Training Program, now available 
at no cost for all Farm Bureau 
members and staff, is a chance to 
do just that.

Developed by Michigan State 
University Extension in partner-
ship with the American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF), Na-
tional Farmers Union and Farm 
Credit, the online training pro-
gram is designed for individuals 
who interact with farmers and 
ranchers to help recognize signs 
of stress and offer resources.

“This free training comes at 
the perfect time and provides 
Farm Bureau staff and mem-
bers a meaningful way to make 
a difference in their communi-
ties,” RJ Karney, AFBF director 
of Congressional Relations, said.

The program will give partici-
pants the skills to understand 
the sources of stress, learn the 
warning signs of stress and sui-
cide, identify effective communi-
cation strategies, reduce stigma 
related to mental health con-
cerns and connect farmers and 
ranchers with appropriate men-
tal health and other resources.

The training takes about four 
to five hours to complete and can 
be done over multiple sessions.

“Yes, it is a time investment, 
but one that pays vast dividends 
for both participants and those 
they will help,” Karney said.

A 2019 Farm Bureau survey 
showed an overwhelming ma-
jority of farmers and farmwork-
ers say financial issues, farm or 
business problems and fear of 
losing their farm negatively im-
pact their mental health. 

Learn more about the Rural 
Resilience program and sign up 
for the training at https://fb.org/
ruralresilience.

Sims competes in AFBF’s Collegiate Discussion Meet
The American Farm Bureau Fed-

eration’s Collegiate Discussion Meet 
looked a little different this year due 
to COVID-19.

College students from across the 
nation competed virtually in the an-
nual event. 

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) was 
represented by Hannah Sims, a ju-
nior at Texas A&M University.

Sims won TFB’s Collegiate Dis-
cussion Meet in 2019, qualifying her 
for the national competition.

Through this contest, Sims dis-
cussed issues facing farmers, ranch-
ers and agribusinesses, as well as 
potential solutions to those prob-
lems.

“We discussed issues over video 
chat in Zoom, and there was defi-
nitely a learning curve to the con-
test with it being held virtually this 
year,” Sims said. “But we adapted. 
Just like agriculture has to adapt to 
changes, we had to modify the con-
test and how we competed. This will 
make us more prepared for changes 
we might face outside of college.”

Sims advanced to the Sweet 16 

Save with Texas Farm Bureau member benefits, services
Even in these uncertain times, 

life goes on.
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) is here 

for members during the coronavirus 
pandemic. From gathering farm, 
ranch and business information to 
offering student lesson plans on-
line, the organization wants to be a 
resource to lean on in this unprec-
edented time.

Ensuring members can save mon-
ey through the member affiliate pro-
gram is another way the organiza-
tion works for members. 

Need a new computer to work or 
learn from home? Check out the dis-
counts with Dell, where TFB mem-
bers get offers and savings on PCs, 
tablets, electronics and accessories.

If you need home office supplies, 

there’s a deal for that, too. TFB 
members receive discounts of up to 
75 percent on thousands of products 
through Office Depot and OfficeMax. 
Online orders over $50 are eligible 
for free next-day delivery. Get what 
you need delivered right to your 
doorstep tomorrow. Curbside pickup 
is also currently available for online 
orders at all Office Depot and Office-
Max stores.

More time at home means an 
increase in utility bills. Ferrellgas 
service offers discounts off standard 
market price rates for residential 
and certain non-residential pro-
grams to TFB members.

In addition to working and learn-
ing, many are tackling home im-
provement projects.

Planning to paint? Industry-lead-
er Sherwin-Williams offers a wide 
variety of indoor and outdoor paints, 
stains and supplies with curbside 
order and pickup. TFB members 
receive up to 30 percent off retail 
prices.

We know how much pride Texans 
take in their land. TFB offers dis-
counts with Grasshopper, John Deere, 
Case IH and Caterpillar to help keep 
your land in shape.

From residential mowers and 
UTVs to tractors, hay balers and ex-
cavators, there’s a discount on equip-
ment that fits your needs.

A full list of benefits and services 
availble to TFB members can be 
found online at texasfarmbureau.
org/membership/member-benefits.

round. During the contest, she dis-
cussed applying innovative tech-
nologies to traditional agriculture; 
using collaborative relationships to 
combat nationwide crises like men-
tal health and opioid addiction; and 
how future food technologies can be 
beneficially integrated into modern 
agricultural production without 
hampering the success of tradition-
al products.

“Qualifying for the national con-
test and then advancing to the 
Sweet 16 are accomplishments I’m 
extremely proud of,” she said. “It’s an 
exciting opportunity to be involved 
in this contest and getting to com-
pete against college students from 
across the nation.”

Sims, who is majoring in Agricul-
tural Leadership and Development, 
plans to pursue a career in agricul-
ture after college. 

“I’m still trying to find my path,” 
she said. “The Discussion Meet 
helped me find an interest in policy 
work.”

Sims grew up in Austin but found 
her passion in leadership and agri-

culture through FFA in high school.
“I’m grateful for all the experi-

ences I’ve had, but I’m especially 
grateful for the connections I’ve 
made through the Discussion Meet 
contest,” she said. “The information 
I’ve learned preparing for this con-
test will help me no matter what I 
do in agriculture. I’ve gained a lot 
of knowledge and expanded my net-
work.”

Hannah Sims
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By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

The Trump administration recently 
notified Congress it will move forward 
with enforcing the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
on July 1, ending a nearly three-year 
process to modernize North American 
trade agreements.

The U.S. also notified Canada and 
Mexico it had completed its domestic 
procedures to implement the agree-
ment, which is the final step neces-
sary for USMCA to enter into force, 
according to a release by U.S. Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer.

“The USMCA’s entry into force 
marks the beginning of a historic 
new chapter for North American 
trade by supporting more balanced, 
reciprocal trade, leading to freer 
markets, fairer trade and robust 
economic growth in North America,” 
the release said. “The agreement 
contains significant improvements 
and modernized approaches to rules 
of origin, agricultural market access, 
intellectual property, digital trade, 
financial services, labor and numer-
ous other sectors.”

Increased agricultural market ac-
cess was a key point for agricultural 
organizations, including Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB), when advocating for 
the implementation of USMCA.

“Texas farmers and ranchers are 
currently operating in a world of 
uncertainty,” TFB National Legisla-
tive Director Laramie Adams said. 
“Strengthening our relationships 
with our North American trading 
partners through USCMA will only 
help during this difficult time.”

Texas farmers and ranchers will 
benefit by increased access to Mexi-
can and Canadian markets across 
a variety of commodities, including 
dairy, beef, poultry and eggs, fresh 
produce and more, Adams noted.

The updated agreement also ad-
dressed technical barriers to trade 
that previously limited U.S exports 
to Canada of alcoholic beverages, 
grains and oilseeds and cheese.

USMCA slated to 
take effect July 1

Cooperative Returns. A Symbol of Our 
Strong Partnership.
When you borrow from Capital Farm Credit, you
become something special — one of our owners.
That means when our borrower-owned cooperative
has surplus earnings, you get your share through our
patronage dividend program. Since 2006, CFC’s
combined cash returned and allocated equities for
members, is more than $1.75 billion.
Partner with a lender that really pays.

Your co-op.
Your money.

Together we’re better.
Partnership that really pays.

2020 Patronage Declaration:
$88.5 Million in Cash
$88.0 Million in Allocated Equities
$176.5 MILLION TOTAL

capitalfarmcredit.com
NMLS493828

877.944.5500
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By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) recently finalized 
changes to update and modernize 
biotechnology regulations under the 
Plant Protection Act.

Under the new Sustainable, Eco-
logical, Consistent, Uniform, Re-
sponsible, Efficient (SECURE) rule, 
plant biotech regulations will be up-
dated by removing duplicated and 
antiquated processes. This will help 

Visit your local Texas KUHN Knight dealer today!

Washington County Tractor
Brenham

Clark Tractor & Supply
Comanche

Mixer Center Dalhart
Dalhart

Bowie County Equipment
DeKalb

Mixer Center Friona
Friona 

Tuttle Motor Co.
Poteet

Boehm Tractor Sales
Shiner

Nor-Tex Tractor
Sulphur Springs

United Ag & Turf
Texas

Athens, Bryan, Cameron, Cleburne,
Ennis, Gainesville, Hillsboro, McKinney, 

Mineola, Rhome, Sherman, Taylor, 
Temple, Terrell, Tyler, Waco, Weatherford

Oklahoma
Ardmore, Durant, Hugo, Pauls Valley

Arkansas
Hope, DeQueen, Magnolia

INVEST IN QUALITY®

www.kuhn.com

HP 160 PROPUSH®

HYDRAULIC PUSH BOX SPREADER
• Increased capacity of simple push-off design with no chains
• Poly floor and sides promote self-cleaning to prevent material buildup and freeze down
• VertiSpread® verical beaters provide 25 - 30’ uniform spread pattern with excellent material breakup
• All-welded steel construction for reliability in high use applications
600 cu. ft. heaped capacity • trailer models only

FAST, EFFICIENT UNLOADING
NOW WITH GREATER CAPACITY!

facilitate the development and avail-
ability of new technologies and pro-
vide American farmers and ranchers 
access to the innovative tools to help 
increase productivity and sustain-
ability.

“Under President Trump’s lead-
ership, USDA is implementing the 
first significant update to our plant 
biotechnology regulations in more 
than three decades,” U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue said 
in a statement. “USDA’s SECURE 

rule will streamline and modern-
ize our regulatory system, facilitate 
science-based innovations and pro-
vide our farmers with the tools they 
need to produce the world’s safest, 
most abundant and most affordable 
food supply, which will help us con-
tinue to do right and feed everyone 
safely.”

Previous regulations were im-
plemented in 1987 before the first 
genetically modified seeds were re-
leased in the mid-1990s and years 

before gene-editing technology, such 
as CRISPR, allowed for faster modi-
fications without using genetic ma-
terial from other species.

The previous regulations focused 
on whether genetic engineering 
used a plant pest to develop modi-
fied plants and required a lengthy 
deregulation process for plants that 
didn’t pose an increased pest risk.

“After 30 years of experience, US-
DA’s Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (APHIS) regulatory 
scientists know that simply using a 
plant pest in the development of a 
plant does not necessarily cause the 
plant to pose a risk to plant health,” 
Perdue said. “The final rule puts 
in place a more efficient process to 
identify plants that would be subject 
to regulation, focusing on the prop-
erties of the plant rather than on its 
method of production.”

Now, according to the final rule, 
APHIS will evaluate plants devel-
oped using genetic engineering for 
plant pest risk under a regulatory 
status review. Only plants that rea-
sonably pose an increased plant pest 
risk will be evaluated.

The agency said the new rule is 
a science-based and risk-proportion-
ate regulatory system that will help 
increase agricultural productivity 
and sustainability, improve the nu-
tritional value and quality of crops, 
combat pests and diseases and en-
hance food safety.

Other federal agencies, including 
the Food and Drug Administration 
and Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), applauded the overhaul.

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration also supported the modern-
ization, noting the SECURE rule 
encourages innovation in new plant 
breeding techniques while safe-
guarding the nation’s food supply.

The rule was published in the 
Federal Register on May 18.

The new rule’s provisions become 
effective on key dates over the next 
18 months.

A complete overview of the effec-
tive dates for the provisions in the 
final rule and a description of the 
implementation process is available 
on aphis.usda.gov.

USDA releases updated plant biotech regulations
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Young Farmer & Rancher contest applications available online

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The applications for the Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) Outstanding 
Young Farmer & Rancher (OYF&R) 
and Excellence in Agriculture (EIA) 
contests are available online.

“We know there are a lot of unique 
operations out there,” Jesse Wein-
ers, TFB YF&R Advisory Committee 
chair, said. “From vegetable produc-
tion to raising livestock and being a 
large or small farm or even a first-
generation farm—every farmer or 
rancher has a place in Texas agri-
culture. We want to recognize them 
through this contest.”

The annual contests are a way to 
highlight the achievements of the 
younger generation.

Applicants for both contests must 
be between the ages of 18 and 35 as 
of Jan. 31, 2021, and be current TFB 
members in good standing.

Applicants can apply as individu-
als or married couples.

“Our young farmers and ranchers 
in Texas are doing some truly innova-
tive things on their farms and ranch-
es, in classrooms and in the business 
industry,” Whit Weems, TFB director 
of Organization who oversees the 
contests, said. “This is a great oppor-
tunity to showcase farms and ranch-
es, businesses and other agricultural 
endeavors and be rewarded for it.”

But there’s more to the contests.
“As you fill out the application, you 

get a chance to evaluate yourself and 
your farm,” Wieners said. “It makes 
you think about what you’re doing on 
the farm, how you can improve and 
the things that set you apart from 

others in the area or across the state.”
Both contests also serve as a tool 

to help guide farmers and ranchers 
in personal and professional growth, 
he said.

Outstanding Young Farmer 
& Rancher Contest

The Outstanding YF&R Contest 
recognizes young farmers and ranch-
ers who are actively engaged in farm-
ing or ranching.

“Young farmers and ranchers play 
an important role in the future of 
Texas agriculture,” Weems said. “This 
contest highlights and rewards dedi-
cation and ingenuity. It gives young 
farmers and ranchers an avenue to 
promote agriculture, conservation, 
advocacy efforts and more.”

One winner is chosen from each 
of TFB’s 13 districts. Of those, three 
finalists are selected after a second 
round of judging. The judges will 
then visit each of the three finalists’ 
farm or ranch to determine the over-
all winner.

This year’s state winner will re-
ceive the title to a ¾ ton diesel pick-
up, sponsored by Texas Farm Bureau 
Insurance Companies; a $5,000 cash 
award, sponsored by Farm Credit 
Bank of Texas; and expense-paid 
trips to both the TFB Annual Meet-
ing and American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) Annual Convention.

Two runners-up will receive a $500 
cash award, sponsored by Southern 
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Compa-
ny, and expense-paid trips to the TFB 
Annual Meeting.

New this year, all district winners 
will receive a $1,000 cash award from 
Farm Bureau Bank.

Excellence in 
Agriculture Contest

The EIA Contest rewards TFB 
members who are involved in agri-
culture but don’t make the majority 
of their income through production 
agriculture.

Eligible applicants include farm 
store managers, crop consultants, ag-
ricultural educators and those who 
are employed by an agricultural busi-
ness or agency.

“It takes small and large farms 
and ranches, as well as those busi-
nesses that support agriculture,” 
Weems said. “The EIA Contest high-
lights Texans who are involved in 
agribusinesses but still make time 
to be involved in production agricul-
ture.”

The state winner will receive a 
UTV, sponsored by Southern Farm 
Bureau Life Insurance Company; 

a $5,000 cash award, sponsored by 
Farm Credit Bank of Texas, and 
expense-paid trips to both the TFB 
Annual Meeting and AFBF Annual 
Convention.

The two runners-up will receive a 
$1,000 cash award, courtesy of Farm 
Bureau Bank, a $500 cash award, 
sponsored by Southern Farm Bureau 
Life Insurance Company, and an 
expense-paid trip to attend the TFB 
Annual Meeting.

Contest Information
Applications for both the Out-

standing YF&R and EIA contests are 
due Aug.3.

Applications, sample questions 
and instructions are available online 
at https://texasfarmbureau.org/YFR. 

For questions about the contest or 
other young farmer activities, email 
youngfarmers@txfb.org or call 254-
399-5030.

Braden and Jordan McInnis were the winners of the 2019 Outstanding Young 
Farmer & Rancher Contest. They took home the title to a ¾ ton pickup, among 
other prizes.

Involved in agriculture

 Ages 18-35
Plant Goals & Harvest 

SUCCESS

Are you…

Apply for our Young Farmer & Rancher contests 
Applications are due Aug. 3

Want to win an ATV or a new truck

Want to take home cash prizes
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By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

 The Texas Animal Health Com-
mission (TAHC) and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) have 
seen an increase in the number 
of cattle fever ticks outside of the 
quarantine zone in the Rio Grande 
Valley. 

According to TAHC, cattle fever 
ticks have been found on cattle out-
side of the established quarantine 
areas in Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim 
Wells, Jim Hogg and Willacy coun-
ties.

Many of those counties had exist-
ing quarantine areas, but TAHC re-
ports the newly identified locations 
where the ticks were found were 
outside of the quarantine zone.

As a result, the premises where 
the ticks were found have been quar-
antined. 

“Whenever we find fever ticks 
outside of the zone on livestock or 
wildlife, we quarantine those prem-
ises, and we start a systematic treat-

ment period where we treat the ani-
mals on those premises,” Dr. Susan 
Rollo, state epidemiologist, said in 
an interview with the Texas Farm 
Bureau Radio Network. 

TAHC also implemented move-
ment restrictions to protect other 
naïve cattle.

“We also look at the properties 
around that place that has the fever 
ticks. We want to make sure there 
hasn’t been spread through wildlife 
to additional property, so those prop-
erties are quarantined and moni-
tored for tick spread,” Rollo said. 

The quarantines are important, 
because a single cattle fever tick can 
lay up to 4,000 eggs. 

“We can easily have a population 
of ticks bloom with just one cow mov-
ing to a premises with one tick on it,” 
Rollo said. “That’s why we trace all 
the animals that were sold from an 
infested premises to make sure we 
find where all those ticks could have 
moved and make sure we got on top 
of any new populations of ticks.”

The cattle fever tick and the dis-
ease it carries has the capability to 
cripple the Texas and U.S. cattle in-
dustries if not contained. 

“The ticks can carry an organism 
called babesia. Cattle in Mexico have 
babesia, but they were introduced to 
this organism as calves, so they have 
an immunity against it,” Rollo said. 
“When you have a group of naïve 
cattle in Texas or the rest of the na-
tion, and you introduce this organ-
ism, it can make the cattle very, very 
sick. It has a high death rate.”

Any time cattle are moved out of 
a quarantine area, they’re dipped to 
protect cattle in other parts of the 
state and nation. 

“They should not stop buying 
cattle from South Texas quarantine 
areas or zones,” Rollo said. “Any ani-
mal that is moved off a quarantine 
area is going to be dipped, so those 
animals are free of ticks when they 
move out of a quarantine zone and 
go to market to be sold.”

Cattle, horses and wildlife can 

also carry cattle fever ticks.
“Cattle are the best host for cattle 

fever ticks, but we also have ticks in 
white-tailed deer. That’s concerning, 
because white-tailed deer will jump 
over a fence and spread ticks to oth-
er properties,” Rollo said. “We also 
have a huge population of white-
tailed deer in South Texas now, so a 
lot of our issues are around the fact 
that we have white-tailed deer with 
the ticks.”

In non-hunting seasons, TAHC 
puts corn treated with Ivermectin in 
deer feeders in the quarantined zone 
to treat white-tailed deer, so they 
don’t spread the ticks from property 
to property. 

Unfortunately, the same process 
does not work for nilgai antelope, 
which travel further than white-
tailed deer traditionally do.

“Some of our new infestations we 
believe are due to nilgai movement 
out of our temporary preventative 
quarantine area in Cameron Coun-
ty,” Rollo said. “[Nilgai] are desirable 
to producers, because they’re good 
hunting animals.”

There are movement restrictions 
for nilgai, deer and cow hides from 
the quarantine areas.

“We have to scratch the hide and 
treat it prior to moving it off the 
quarantined premises,” Rollo said. 
“If there was a female engorged tick 
that was on a hide, and you carried it 
and threw it in your backyard, that 
tick could get into the ground. If you 
have cattle out there, that could be 
a risk.”

TAHC research shows feral swine 
are not carriers for cattle fever ticks 
at this time. 

Cattle fever ticks are seen more 
often during the spring hatch in 
March, April and May.

The ticks do not typically feed on 
humans and dogs.

Cattle raisers and feeders who 
are concerned about ticks on their 
animals are encouraged to contact 
their private veterinarian, a TAHC 
regional office or USDA personnel to 
inspect the animal. 

Additional information on cattle 
fever ticks is available at tahc.texas.
gov.

Cattle fever ticks found outside quarantine area

Pro

Tesoro Hemp Seeds Available Now

isit us t www TesoroGenetics co  
h

 Bred for erfor nce & High ie d CBD & CBG
 Plant by July 1 for best results
 % e ini ed
 E c usi e  roduced ndoors
 L  Tested & ie d ro en
 U DA Co i nt
 High CBD, Low THC & High CBG, ZERO THC
 Approved Texas Varietals 

Use Discount Code: MTGA20 
for 10% Off
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Matagorda County farmers plant first hemp crop

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

The 2018 Farm Bill legalized in-
dustrial hemp production for the 
first time in nearly 100 years, pav-
ing the way for Texas farmers to ap-
ply for licenses to grow the crop this 
season. 

Hemp has many potential uses 
from fiber and grain to oil extrac-
tion, and while there’s opportunity 
for much growth in the new market, 
there’s also much risk. 

But in Matagorda County, three 
Texas Farm Bureau members say 
they’re up for the challenge.

“This has been a long process 
in getting ready and leading up 
to planting. We’ve researched and 
studied this for over a year now, 
and finally you just get to the point 
where you just have to get out there 
and try it,” Richard Beyer said.

Beyer and fellow farmers Troy 
Owens and Gary Rooth Jr. first 
started talking about growing hemp 
a couple of years ago, after it was 
announced that legalization of in-
dustrial hemp would be included for 
consideration in the latest farm bill. 

Years of depressed commodity 
prices have left many Texas farmers 
looking to diversify, and they were 
no exception.

“We’ve gotten to where there’s a 
zero margin, or sometimes even less 
than zero margin on everything else 
we farm. We’re hoping hemp is a vi-
able rotation for the future,” Owens 
said. 

So, on the morning of March 16, 
when Texas Department of Agricul-
ture (TDA) opened the hemp-grow-
ing license and permit application 
online, all three applied. 

Their licenses were approved, and 
they began planting their first crop 
in early May. But despite their care-
ful preparation and research, plant-
ing hemp hasn’t been without its 
challenges.

Rooth said they researched seed 
varieties prior to planting, but they 
are unsure of how well the variety 
they chose will grow in the heavy, 
clay soils found along the Texas Gulf 
Coast.

The hemp seed is very fine, similar 
in size to grain sorghum, and brittle.

Augers and other equipment can 

crack the seed, so Rooth first at-
tempted planting with a seed cup-
type drill. However, the seed cup 
ground the hemp seed into fine dust, 
so he switched to a different type of 
grain drill with 7.5-inch centers. 

“We’re learning as we go,” he said. 
“But the best way to learn is to just 
get out here in the dirt, put some 
seeds in the ground and figure it out.” 

Germination has also been an is-
sue, according to Rooth. The hemp 
doesn’t have much vigor, so while it 
has grown well underneath the soil, 
the plants have had trouble break-
ing through the top layer.

“It forms a knuckle and tries to 
leaf out under the soil, so we ran a 
CrustBuster across some of it to try 
to break the crust,” he said.

Heavy rains in mid-May also 
caused issues for the farmers. 

“We had some big rains, and we’re 
going to have to replant some fields 
where it washed away,” Owens said. 
“The stuff that’s up and growing is 
still in the early stages. We lost more 
than we’d like, but we’re going to re-
plant and start over.”

They all intend to grow hemp for 

grain, in part because there’s not 
a need for additional, specialized 
equipment. 

“Already being farmers and grow-
ing other crops, we have the major-
ity of tools and equipment we need 
for this crop,” Beyer said. “And it’s 
less hands-on than growing hemp 
for CBD oil. Planting, cultivating 
and harvesting can all be done me-
chanically.”

A buyer has been secured for the 
grain, but they hope to also find 
someone who wants to purchase the 
fiber, making it a dual-purpose crop. 

“We decided that starting out and 
learning this new crop, we’re going 
to stick to grain production until we 
know more about how it grows and 
what to expect,” Beyer said. “I think 
the grain market and fiber markets 
are going to be more stable than 
CBD. And CBD seems like more of a 
risk. You hear stories of people with 
warehouses full of (hemp) flowers 
that they can’t get rid of.”

Hemp fiber has many applica-
tions in textiles, rope, paper, bioplas-
tics, insulation and other building 
uses. Researchers are also studying 
uses for hemp in livestock feed.

The crop may get some funny 
looks this year, but the farmers feel 
as though they’ve prepared them-
selves and local law enforcement as 
best as they can, and now they’re fo-
cused on the future. 

“We know we’ll have inspections 
from TDA, and the crops will be test-
ed for THC levels throughout the 
year,” Owens said. “We’ve talked to 
the sheriff and let him know what 
we’re growing, and we plan to put 
signs along the roadway letting peo-
ple know it’s industrial hemp. We ex-
pect there to be some posts on social 
media about it, but we’re just excited 
to see what it can do in South Texas.”

The opportunity to try something 
new and increase profits was too big 
to pass up, according to Owens.

“We understand it’s going to have 
challenges, and there’s a lot that 
we don’t know. We realize that, but 
we feel like, because it’s a new crop 
and there’s so many opportunities, it 
was worth venturing into industrial 
hemp,” he said.

Three Matagorda County farmers planted hemp this year. Heavy rains in mid-May resulted in a weak stand, but they 
began replanting at the end of May and beginning of June. Photos courtesy of Richard Beyer.
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2020 FORD  F-150

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

Our valued partnership highlights 
the great movement that we have 
together, and how farming and 
trucks have gone together for over 
100 years.
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Don’t miss out on this offer.
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby GT350®, Mustang Shelby®

GT350R, Mustang Shelby® GT500®, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, F-150 Raptor, Bronco and Mustang Mach-E. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private 
incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from 
an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT 
using #37408.

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC ANSON

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

CUERO
WEBER MOTOR COMPANY

800-288-7033
www.webermotorcompany.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

866-775-5916
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

GRANBURY
MIKE BROWN FORD

866-510-0950
www.mikebrownford.net

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

KAUFMAN
PAUL MURREY FORD, INC.

972-962-2151
www.paulmurreyford.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

NEW BRAUNFELS
BLUEBONNET MOTORS

800-647-5075
www.bbmotors.com

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
866-407-9912

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD

979-743-4111
www.chuckbrownford.com

SNYDER
WILSON MOTORS

800-545-5019
www.wilsonmotorstx.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

800-333-3810
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com
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Access to TFB member benefits and services 
information is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

This issue’s featured benefit—

Ford
254-399-5034
www.fordspecialo�er.com/farmbureau/tx/

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
254-399-5034

Sprint
www.sprint.com/TXFBmember 

VerifID
www.getverifid.com/txfb/

Case IH Discount

254-399-5034

Caterpillar
www.fbadvantage.com/cat

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental  
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Amusement Park Discounts   
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Grainger Industrial Supply                         
Discount Program
1-877-620-2852

Beltone Hearing Aid Program 
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program 
Contact County Farm Bureau O�ce

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts 
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs   
Agelity – 1-866-292-7822
NBRX – 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn 
1-254-751-2420

Ji�y Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/membership/ 
member-benefits/

Hotel/Motel Discounts 
1-254-751-2624
1-800-537-8294

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program 
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses 
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales 
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane 
1-866-279-6660

O�ce Depot/O�ceMax 
www.o�cediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN’T COST–IT PAYS!

Complete detailed information about TFB’s benefits and 
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org
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New report details COVID-19’s impact on Texas agriculture
By Jennifer Dorsett

Field Editor
The COVID-19 pandemic has had 

an unprecedented effect on Texas ag-
riculture. Since social distancing and 
shelter-in-place orders were imple-
mented, consumer purchasing habits 
shifted to meals at home, creating 
disruptions in food and agricultural 
supply chains across the nation as 
manufacturers, suppliers and other 
industry pieces struggle to adapt.

In Texas, where agriculture is a 
major economic driver, the total im-
pact is still being tallied, but a pre-
liminary report by Texas A&M Agri-
Life Extension Service’s Agricultural 
& Food Policy Center shows a devas-
tating blow to farmers and ranchers.

The report shows prices on agri-
cultural commodities have dropped 
20-30 percent, estimating Texas 
farmers and ranchers may lose 
$6-$8 billion without intervention or 
price recovery.

Farmers and ranchers are feeling 
the impacts and uncertainty caused 
by COVID-19, according to Outlaw.

“Everybody understands about 
cow-calf producers, stockers and 
feeders because the cattle and beef 
markets have really been in the 
spotlight lately, but other commodi-
ties like ethanol and corn, those 
have really been affected, as well,” 
Dr. Joe Outlaw, AgriLife Extension 
Service agricultural economist and 
co-director of the Agricultural & 
Food Policy Center, said. 

Row crops
Corn, cotton, wheat, sorghum, rice 

and soybean farmers are all facing 
uncertainty as they enter the 2020 
crop year, Outlaw said.

Farmers are starting the year 
with crop insurance prices that are 
lower than the past two years, so 
farmers are facing the loss of 20 to 
30 percent of a crop before seeing 
any insurance benefits.

“The only losses row crop farm-
ers would currently be incurring 

are from the sale of 2019 crops from 
storage,” Outlaw said. “And while 
Texas producers typically do not 
store commodities this far into the 
marketing year, many continue to 
work through carryover stocks from 
the 2019 crop year.”

Risk management strategies, crop 
insurance and farm bill programs 
will help with depressed prices, Out-
law noted. But without additional 
aid, financial stress will grow.

“We’ve had many people calling 
to tell us that this is actually bigger 
than anything they’ve ever experi-
enced,” he said. “In the ’80s, when 
farmers went through some similar 
economic problems, they weren’t 
spending as much on inputs as they 
are now, so it’s definitely a very scary 
and challenging time.”

Livestock and dairy
The report shows livestock and 

dairy losses have been the largest 
due to the shift in demand from food 
consumed away from home, such as 
in restaurants and foodservice set-
tings, to food consumed at home.

Production lines and processing 
plants set up to produce bulk pack-
ages cannot be easily modified to 
shift to smaller packages for retail 
settings, so markets dried up for 
some products almost overnight.

Temporary closures and labor 
shortages at meat packing plants 
due to COVID-19 outbreaks also 
slowed and reduced production.

“While a lot of losses have yet to 
materialize, for those producers mar-
keting now—including dairy prod-
ucts, which are marketed daily—the 
pain is immediate,” Outlaw said.

In addition to demand disrup-
tions, consumers tend to shift pur-
chases to less expensive cuts in a 
recession, like buying more ground 
beef and fewer steaks, he added. 
Combining that shift in demand 
with a record first quarter in beef 
production is a recipe for disaster. 

Dairy demand and prices initially 

increased during the pandemic, said 
Jennifer Spencer, AgriLife Exten-
sion dairy specialist. But they sud-
denly came crashing down as the 
full effect of restaurant and foodser-
vice closures hit. 

About 66 percent of Texas dairies 
are enrolled in DMC, representing 
about 84 percent of the state’s pro-
duction, according to U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture data. However, 
AgriLife researchers noted  most of 
this enrollment is likely at the low-
est level of coverage, meaning sup-
port payments will only begin at 
catastrophically low margin levels 
not seen since 2009.

Poultry and eggs
The poultry industry has been 

heavily impacted by restaurant clo-
sures and the suspension of sporting 
events. 

The report showed Texas egg sets 
were down in mid-April as much as 
14 percent from the same week a 
year ago, and chicks placed for broil-
er growout were down 9 percent. Re-
searchers expected broiler growers 
to be pressured by fewer birds and 
changing growout timetables due to 
changing final bird weights.

Specialty crops
As with livestock, losses in spe-

cialty crops, such as fruits and vege-
tables, are related to demand shifts.

“The specialty crop sector has been 
one of the hardest-hit sectors of ag-

riculture due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” Outlaw said. “Most fruits and 
vegetables are consumed fresh and 
are highly perishable. As a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the closure 
of most restaurants and schools has 
caused a major reduction in demand.”

Produce farmers in South Texas 
have already reported anywhere be-
tween a 20 to 50 percent reduction 
in sales.

“Overall, due to COVID-19, the 
short-run outlook for specialty crop 
producers in Texas is complicated,” 
Outlaw said. “The sudden loss of 
most foodservice outlets for highly 
perishable products, along with good 
winter production of fruits and veg-
etables in the state, is causing low 
prices across most fresh produce 
commodities. Changing consumer 
purchasing habits at the grocery 
store, demand uncertainty and labor 
shortages have created the perfect 
storm for specialty crop producers in 
Texas and throughout the U.S.”

If COVID-19 issues persist, Texas 
fruit and vegetable farmers could be 
left without markets for their highly 
perishable products and could lose 
over $397 million, the report stated.

Additional details
AgriLife Extension also has a free 

training on the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security  Act. 

The course is available online at 
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu.

Agricultural production challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic include 
supply chain issues, labor shortages, market volatility and a change in where 
consumers are spending their food dollars.

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
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Coronavirus Food Assistance Program signup open through August
Sign up for the the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Coro-
navirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP) began in late May. Enroll-
ment will continue through Aug. 28. 

CFAP will provide direct relief to 
farmers and ranchers who have suf-
fered a 5 percent or greater price de-
cline due to COVID-19 and face ad-
ditional significant marketing costs 
as a result of lower demand, surplus 
production and disruptions to ship-
ping patterns and the orderly mar-
keting of commodities.

“America’s farming community is 
facing an unprecedented situation 
as our nation tackles the coronavi-
rus,” U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue said. “These payments 
will help keep farmers afloat while 
market demand returns as our na-
tion reopens and recovers. America’s 
farmers are resilient and will get 
through this challenge just like they 
always do with faith, hard work and 
determination.”

Farmers and ranchers will re-
ceive direct support, drawn from 
two possible funding sources. The 
first source of funding is $9.5 billion 
in appropriated funding provided 
in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Stability (CARES) Act to 
compensate farmers for losses due 
to price declines that occurred be-
tween mid-January 2020 and mid-
April 2020 and provides support for 
specialty crops for product that had 
been shipped from the farm between 
the same time period but subse-
quently spoiled due to loss of mar-
keting channels.

The second funding source uses 
the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act to compensate produc-
ers for $6.5 billion in losses due to 
on-going market disruptions.

Non-specialty 
crops and wool

Non-specialty crops eligible for 
CFAP payments include malting 
barley, canola, corn, upland cotton, 
millet, oats, soybeans, sorghum, sun-

flowers, durum wheat and hard red 
spring wheat. 

Wool is also eligible. 
Farmers and ranchers will be 

paid based on inventory subject to 
price risk held as of Jan. 15, 2020.

A payment will be made based on 
50 percent of a farmer’s 2019 total 
production or the 2019 inventory as 
of Jan. 15, 2020, whichever is small-
er, multiplied by the commodity’s ap-
plicable payment rates.

Livestock
Livestock eligible for CFAP in-

clude cattle, lambs, yearlings and 
hogs. 

The total payment will be calcu-
lated using the sum of the rancher’s 
number of livestock sold between 
Jan. 15 and April 15, 2020, multi-
plied by the payment rates per head, 
and the highest inventory number of 
livestock between April 16 and May 
14, 2020, multiplied by the payment 
rate per head.

Dairy
For dairy, the total payment will 

be calculated based on a farmer’s cer-
tification of milk production for the 
first quarter of calendar year 2020 
multiplied by a national price decline 
during the same quarter. The second 
part of the payment is based a na-
tional adjustment to each producer’s 
production in the first quarter.

Specialty crops
For eligible specialty crops, the to-

tal payment will be based on the vol-
ume of production sold between Jan. 
15 and April 15, 2020; the volume of 
production shipped, but unpaid; and 
the number of acres for which har-
vested production did not leave the 
farm or mature product destroyed or 
not harvested during that same time 
period, and which have not and will 
not be sold.

Specialty crops include, but are 
not limited to, almonds, beans, broc-
coli, sweet corn, lemons, iceberg let-
tuce, spinach, squash, strawberries 
and tomatoes.

A full list of eligible crops can be 

found on farmers.gov/cfap. 
Additional crops may be deemed 

eligible at a later date.
Eligibility

There is a payment limitation of 
$250,000 per person or entity for all 
commodities combined.

Applicants who are corporations, 
limited liability companies or lim-
ited partnerships may qualify for 
additional payment limits where 
members actively provide personal 
labor or personal management for 
the farming operation.

Farmers and ranchers will also 
have to certify they meet the Adjusted 
Gross Income limitation of $900,000 
unless at least 75 percent or more of 
their income is derived from farm-
ing, ranching or forestry-related ac-
tivities. Farmers and ranchers must 
also be in compliance with Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland Conser-
vation provisions.

Applying for 
assistance

Farmers and ranchers can apply 
for assistance through Aug. 28. Ad-
ditional information and application 
forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap.

Documentation to support the 
farmer’s application and certifica-
tion may be requested.

FSA has streamlined the signup 
process to not require an acreage re-
port at the time of application and a 
USDA farm number may not be im-
mediately needed.

Payment structure
To ensure the availability of fund-

ing throughout the application pe-
riod, farmers and ranchers will re-
ceive 80 percent of their maximum 
total payment upon approval of the 
application. 

The remaining portion of the pay-
ment, not to exceed the payment 
limit, will be paid at a later date as 
funds remain available.

USDA Service Centers are open 
for business by phone appointment 
only, and field work will continue 
with appropriate social distancing. 
While program delivery staff will 
continue to come into the office, they 
will be working with farmers and 
ranchers by phone and using online 
tools whenever possible.

All Service Center visitors wish-
ing to conduct business with the 
FSA, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, or any other Service 
Center agency are required to call 
their Service Center to schedule a 
phone appointment.

More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Additional information
CFAP was announced on April 17. 
This $19 billion immediate relief 

program includes $16 billion in di-
rect support to farmers and ranch-
ers, as well as $3 billion for the Food 
Box Distribution Program.

More information is available at 
farmers.gov/cfap.

CFAP enrollment is open until Aug. 28 through Farm Service Agency offices.

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
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More COVID-19 farm, ranch assistance needed 
By Jennifer Dorsett

Field Editor
The $19 billion U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 
package will provide some direct 
support to farmers and ranchers im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but more assistance is necessary, 
and soon. 

 Years of declining farm income 
and a prolonged trade war, coupled 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, has 
negatively impacted all sectors of 
agriculture.

Commodity prices have tumbled 
in response to the pandemic, with 
hog futures down as much as 53 per-
cent. 

Live cattle and cotton futures 
fell 25 percent, while ethanol fu-
tures were down 33 percent. Farm 
bankruptcies also have increased 
since January, according to Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation econo-
mists. 

While CFAP will not make most 

farmers and ranchers whole, it is 
critical to help many farmers and 
ranchers remain in business.

“Our country’s food supply chain 
is a national security issue. The 
American public recognizes now, per-
haps more than ever, the vital ser-
vice and contributions that farmers 
and ranchers provide to our country 
and many around the world,” Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) President Rus-
sell Boening said. “Our nation’s 
food security can never be taken for 
granted.”

Lawmakers have acknowledged 
more support is needed.

“We are going to have to do more, 
and exactly how we are going to 
structure it is something I would 
like to have some more dialogue 
with my ag colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle,” Sen. John Hoeven, who 
chairs the Senate Agriculture Ap-
propriations Committee, said at a 
press event in early May.

USDA officials noted additional 
assistance is likely. 

“We don’t believe this amount of 
money is adequate, frankly. I think 
Congress understands that, as well,” 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue told the Red River Farm Net-
work. “They did appropriate and re-
plenish $14 billion in the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation (CCC), but 
that won’t be available until July. 
We chose to use the remaining bal-
ance in the CCC and funds from the 
CARES Act to begin a program more 
quickly. Then, we’ll look at the needs 
we’ve missed.”

As the nation’s leading cattle 
state, the CFAP payment rate set for 
cattle on inventory was particularly 
troublesome to Texas ranchers. 

“Texas Farm Bureau has major 
concerns regarding the $33 pay-
ment rate for cattle on inventory. 
Many family cow-calf and stocker 
operators worked extremely hard 
to sustain operations and weather 
the COVID-19 storm,” TFB National 
Legislative Director Laramie Ad-
ams said. “It is critically important 

for more resources to be provided to 
ranchers with cattle on inventory, or 
many will simply go out of business. 
TFB is visiting with Congressional 
leaders and USDA officials to ensure 
this problem is addressed going for-
ward.”

It is difficult to predict the extent 
COVID-19 will have on agriculture, 
so agricultural organizations urge 
Congress to prepare for those sce-
narios and stand ready to assist 
farmers and ranchers. 

“The coronavirus has placed an 
unprecedented strain on commod-
ity markets, the food supply chain 
and our producers’ ability to con-
tinue operating. It is the latest in a 
string of misfortunes that have kept 
the farm economy down for several 
years,” Boening said. “As our farm-
ers and ranchers weather this storm 
to keep consumers fed and clothed, 
we stress the need for additional as-
sistance. We look forward to our con-
tinued work with Congress and the 
Trump administration to ensure our 
farm and ranch families can stay in 
business.”

TFB hosts statewide media tour to discuss COVID-19 impacts

TFB President Russell Boening conducted several media interviews from his 
farm in May to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on agriculture.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) Presi-
dent Russell Boening discussed 
COVID-19 and its impact on the na-
tion’s food supply with six broadcast 
outlets over three hours as part of a 
special statewide media tour on May 
20. 

Boening participated in the inter-
views from his farm in Wilson Coun-
ty via Zoom or Skype. 

Reporters and broadcast outlets 
participating in the media tour were 
Jack Fink of KTVT-TV (Dallas-Fort 
Worth), Mike Board of WOAI-AM 
(San Antonio), Wes Rapaport of KX-
AN-TV (Austin), Nora Perez of KIII-
TV (Corpus Christi), Drake Lawson 
of KWTX-TV (Waco) and Karina 
Kling of Spectrum News Capital To-
night (Austin and San Antonio).

Fink coupled the Boening inter-
view with local comments from TFB 
District 4 State Director John Paul 

Dineen III of Ellis County, and Law-
son complimented the Boeing inter-
view with local comments from TFB 
District 8 State Director Mickey Ed-
wards of Lampasas County.  

Each reporter reserved a 30-min-
ute time slot to ask Boening ques-
tions.

 It was the first electronic state-
wide media tour hosted by TFB. 

“Media interest in the pandemic’s 
impact on Texas farmers and ranch-
ers and on the nation’s food supply 
has been very high. We’re doing our 
best to respond to all of the media 
inquiries, as soon as possible,” TFB 
Director of Communications Gary 
Joiner said. “The media tour gave 
President Boening a chance in a sin-
gle setting to reach several reporters 
who have interest in these issues 
and have covered farm and ranch 
issues in the past, while using the 

convenience of Zoom or Skype. The 
two formats have become industry 
standard for interviews during the 
pandemic because of limited travel 
opportunities by news outlets.” 

Enhanced audio and video were 

provided to stations to ensure the 
quality of sound and images was 
suitable for broadcast. TFB Video 
Services Manager Ed Wolff man-
aged onsite Zoom, Skype and audio/
visual logistics in Wilson County. 

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
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Texas, U.S. ranchers see falling prices during global pandemic
By Jennifer Dorsett

Field Editor
Beef prices may be going up, but 

cattle ranchers’ profits are going 
down. 

That’s the take-home message 
from ranchers to consumers about the 
impact the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on their operations.

And although every sector of the 
cattle industry is feeling the pain, a 
report recently released by the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
(NCBA) said without relief payments, 
cow-calf producers stand to lose $3.7 
billion in 2020, equivalent to $111.91 
per head for each mature breeding 
animal.

Additional long-term damages of 
$4.45 billion, or another $135.24 per 
mature breeding animal, could im-
pact the cow-calf sector in the future 
if damages are not offset by relief pay-
ments.

Hyman Boozer
Nacogdoches County

Hyman Boozer began raising cat-
tle as a side pursuit and went into 
ranching full-time after retirement. 
He and his son run a crossbred Cha-
rolais/Brangus cow-calf operation, a 
Brangus cow-calf herd and occasion-
ally raise stockers. 

The recent jump in boxed beef cut-
outs while cattle prices are declining 
concerns Boozer.

Although the cattle market al-
ways has its ups and downs in pric-
ing, Boozer said it seems like the 
concentration of the packer industry 
throughout the years has made pric-
ing more volatile. 

“It’s just down to a few packers 
now, and that’s not always a good 
thing. This year, we have a situation 
where the calf market overall has 
been down, but demand and retail 
prices have gone up,” he said. “There’s 
a big difference, and I’m not exactly 
sure how that’s all working out. Pack-
ers need to justify how the boxed beef 
is bringing such big prices when what 

we’re seeing at the sale barn doesn’t 
reflect that.”

The recent low prices haven’t 
yet reached his Nacogdoches ranch, 
though. Boozer’s calves are typically 
sold in September or early October, so 
for now, he is observing and hopes the 
market corrects itself by the fall.

“We’ve been fortunate to have rain 
and early grass, so we aren’t having 
to feed right now. We’re just raising 
our calves and hoping for the best, 
but a lot can change between now and 
September,” he said.

Agricultural organizations, in-
cluding the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, and state and federal 
lawmakers have asked for an inves-
tigation into the price volatility and 
disparities. 

“It’s an interesting battle that we 
face every day. We’re not like most 
folks. We aren’t guaranteed a certain 
amount of money for our work when 
we sell calves,” he said. “We use qual-
ity bulls, and we protect and try to 
care for our animals so that we can 
produce a good product, and all we 
want is a fair price for that effort. 
Ranchers in Texas are really con-
cerned, because we want people to 
realize the cattle industry is where 
they’re getting that good cut of beef 
for their dinner plate.”

Austen White
Wilbarger County

Austen White’s family has been 
farming and ranching in Wilbarger 
County since the early 1900s. The 
fifth-generation rancher continues 
the family legacy, raising cattle and 
proven young sires for the R.A. Brown 
Ranch.

A few years ago, the Whites began 
participating in verification programs, 
including certification through the 
Global Animal Partnership (G.A.P.), 
an animal welfare program, as a way 
to add more value to their beef cattle. 

“We bought into these programs 
around six years ago and saw this 
niche market open up,” he said. “Year 

in and year out, we’ve done really well 
marketing our cattle. Sustainability 
cannot happen without profitability, 
and more profit is the end game for 
everybody, really. We’re just trying to 
keep our margins healthy by trying 
some different things.”

It has been business as usual 
around the ranch, but White and 
his family are holding some yearling 
calves a bit longer this year while 
keeping a close eye on the cattle mar-
ket. 

“We like to sell a few loads [of cat-
tle] and keep a few loads at the yard,” 
he said. “With the markets the way 
they are, you can’t hedge your bets. 
You don’t really want to give your 
calves away, so you’re basically going 
in and hoping for the best.”

He noted good genetics and quality 
beef will help his operation hopefully 
weather the COVID-19 storm. 

“We’re not doing the same kind 
of ranching we were doing 40 years 
ago,” he said. “We really believe in 
good genetics. Texas produces a lot of 
beef, and people realize that and de-
pend on us for quality, and we won’t 
let them down. It’s easy to be mad 
at the packers, but it’s best to worry 
about your operation and how to keep 
it profitable.”

James O’Brien
Bee County

James O’Brien is a sixth-genera-
tion rancher in Bee County. While his 
family has run a large cow-calf op-
eration in the Coastal Bend for more 
than 100 years, O’Brien realized he 
needed to diversify to add another 
generation to the ranch.

To bring in additional revenue, 
O’Brien raises and trains horses, as 
well as operates a direct-to-consumer 
grassfed beef operation. His perspec-
tive on the pandemic and its effects 
on agricultural markets comes from 
the differences in their conventional 
cow-calf herd and the direct-market-
ing herd. 

O’Brien recently took some cattle 
to the sale barn. After the sale, he 
compared his prices to last year’s 
prices.

In May 2019, live cattle sold at 
the local auction for around $1.51 
per pound. Now, they’re selling for 
around $1.30 per pound, which nets 
him about $105 less per head.

O’Brien, like many ranchers, faces 
a tough decision between holding 
calves in hopes of better prices or sell-
ing them now and taking the hit. 

“You have steers sitting in the feed 
lot hitting 1,500-1,600 pounds, and 

Texas ranchers are feeling the impacts of continued low prices and market 
volatility during the coronavirus pandemic.

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
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More price discovery needed to set cattle market prices
By Jennifer Dorsett

Field Editor
Legislation recently introduced in 

the U.S. Senate would require large 
U.S. beef processing facilities to pur-
chase a minimum of 50 percent of 
daily volume on the open or “spot” 
market.

The bill, which would amend por-
tions of the 1946 Agricultural Mar-
keting Act, would only apply to pack-
ers that slaughter over 125,000 head 
of cattle annually, unless that com-
pany only owned one plant. It would 
exclude pork, poultry, dairy-bred 
and dairy-cross animals, beef cattle 
over 30 months of age and animals 
of foreign origin.

Animals purchased and reported 
as cash sales would be required to be 
slaughtered within 14 days. 

The legislation was introduced 
by Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) 
and Jon Tester (D-Montana). Other 
co-sponsors are Sens. Joni Ernst (R-
Iowa), Steve Daines (R-Montana), 
Mike Rounds (R-South Dakota), 
Tina Smith (D-Minnesota) and Cin-
dy Hyde-Smith (R-Missouri).

Grassley first introduced simi-
lar legislation almost 20 years ago 
but eventually dropped the issue 
in 2009, saying he could not garner 

enough interest from other legisla-
tors to see it advance.

While the bill seems to satisfy 
recent complaints about price ma-
nipulation by meat packers, many 
agricultural organizations say gov-
ernment mandates are usually not 
the answer.

“This idea is sparked by a desire 
to create higher cash cattle prices, 
but mandating minimum cash pur-
chases do not equate to higher cash 
prices,” Tracy Tomascik, Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB) associate director 
of Commodity and Regulatory Ac-
tivities, said. “Almost everyone will 
agree that more cash bids are good 
for the market, but they’re no guar-
antee.”

Record high prices in 2014 were 
achieved with a similar percentage 
of cattle traded on the spot market, 
giving evidence that a mandate will 
not create the desired results, To-
mascik noted.

The practice may also uninten-
tionally have a detrimental effect on 
cattle market prices in some states, 
including Texas. 

“In Texas, more than 90 percent 
of slaughter cattle sales are made 
according to formulas or contracts,” 
Tomascik said. “Those cattle owners 

they need to go somewhere, so they 
take the $1.00 or 90 cents they’re of-
fered, and we do the same thing at 
the sale barn because we don’t really 
want to keep feeding them, and we 
need the room for the new babies. But 
it’s a hard decision to make,” he said. 
“It’s tough to hear those stories about 
the boxed beef cutouts, and then go to 
town and lose money on your cow-calf 
operation.”

But his grassfed beef operation is 
doing well. 

“We’re just fortunate we’ve been 
focused on diversification the past 
few years,” he said. 

The market for his direct-to-con-
sumer beef has grown steadily since 
he first started it three years ago. 

Since the pandemic, demand for his 
local beef has increased even more.

“Where we were selling out at 
about every 25 days and process-
ing once a month, now we’re selling 
out every two weeks,” he said. “The 
prices at the grocery store have gone 
up, and they’re limiting what you can 
buy, so people are looking for other 
sources to ensure they have meat for 
their families.”

It’s an interesting comparison to 
what’s happening in the conventional 
cattle market. 

“On the cow-calf side, we’re losing 
$100 a head, but on the direct-mar-
keting side, if they’d let me process 10 
head a month right now, I’d do it be-
cause sales are so good,” O’Brien said. 

would be prevented from using their 
desired pricing avenue if packers 
were mandated to push that down to 
50 percent.”

The National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association (NCBA) announced op-
position to the bill, saying in part the 
organization would like to see the 
market achieve price discovery and 
increases in cash trade, but a one-
size-fits-all approach doesn’t work 
for the highly individualized beef 
cattle industry. 

“Depending upon what region 
you’re in, depends upon how much 
cash trade you need to have in order 
to have true price discovery,” NCBA 
CEO Colin Woodall said in an in-
terview with Brownfield Ag News.
“Our concern is a blanket 50 percent 
across the country might work in 
some areas, but it wouldn’t necessar-
ily be a true national fit.”

In a response to questions by 
DTN, the North American Meat 
Institute (NAMI) said years of 
research, including a study com-
missioned by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, shows marketing agree-
ments between ranchers and meat 
processors provide consumers with 
“affordable, reliable and consistent 
meat products,” which benefits both 

ranchers and packers.
“An action by government forc-

ing packers to buy half their cattle 
on the spot market would distort the 
market and cause further upheaval 
to the food supply chain during these 
unprecedented times,” NAMI said.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion and TFB have not taken an of-
ficial position on the legislation at 
this time. 

“We’re processing three a month now, 
and we’re just lucky we already had 
the ball rolling. We’re ramping up our 
volume as much as we can and trying 
to build inventory.”

Moving forward, O’Brien expects 
more ranchers will better under-
stand beef marketing, genetics and 
the cattle market in general. He be-
lieves there will be more emphasis on 
technology and more interest in un-
conventional or niche markets than 
prior to the pandemic. 

“There are a lot of people who 
started looking at direct-to-market 
operations after prices tanked and 
packer margins ballooned,” he said. 
“I’ve heard even some custom guys 
that normally focus on wildlife are 

starting to process beef. The smaller, 
local processors are getting slammed 
with all the livestock shows getting 
cancelled and so many people think-
ing they might switch to direct-mar-
keting. That’s going to have an effect 
on packers, as well.”

The disparity between live cattle 
markets and packer margins may 
spur some changes in the way mar-
kets operate.

“It’s like two different markets is 
the best way to explain it. When I 
think of cattle, I think of beef but it’s 
really two different markets,” he said. 
“It’s going to end up being a heck of 
a case study in a year or two when 
we can look back on all this data and 
see why it went down the way it did.” 

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
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Farm Bureau Feeding Texas program has statewide impact

Blanco County
Blanco CFB understands the 

needs of the community during the 
pandemic. To help local families, 
Blanco CFB donated $1,000 each to 
the Blanco Good Samaritan Center 
and to the Johnson City Christian 
Food Pantry.

Brown County
Brown CFB made a $2,000 dona-

tion to the Good Samaritan Minis-
tries in Brownwood. The funds will 
be used to help area families in need.

Bowie County
Bowie CFB made a donation to 

Texarkana Harvest Regional Food 
Bank with help from the TFB match-
ing grant.

Denton County
Denton CFB donated $2,000 to 

the Denton Community Food Center 
to help local families in need during 
the global pandemic.

DeWitt County
DeWitt CFB leveraged the TFB 

grant with another program provid-
ed by a local non-profit, the Cuero 
Community Foundation (CCF). 

The local organization made a 
donation of $2,000 to Cuero Area 
Ministerial Alliance House of Cuero, 
Yorktown Assistance Ministries and
Yoakum’s First Baptist Food Pantry.

Hunt County
Hunt CFB donated $1,500 to 

FISH Ministries to help the local 
community as the global pandemic 

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE

continues to impact area families.
FISH Ministries helps provide 

short-term assistance for families 
who are facing a crisis, including 
COVID-19.

Kleberg-Kenedy County
Kleberg-Kenedy CFB made a do-

nation to the local food pantry at the 
First Christian Church.

Nueces County
Nueces CFB donated $1,000 to the 

Corpus Christi Food Bank with help 
from TFB’s Feeding Texas program. 

Polk County
In addition to the aid received by 

other county Farm Bureaus after a 
tornado tore through Polk County, 

Polk CFB used the TFB Feeding 
Texas Co-op Contribution Program to 
provide $2,000 to a local organization, 
Center of Hope.

The funds helped feed individuals 
who lost their jobs as a result of the 
pandemic, as well as those who lost 
homes in the tornado. 

Victoria County
Victoria CFB helped feed local se-

nior citizens during the pandemic. 
By taking advantage of the 

matching grant funds offered, Victo-
ria CFB presented Meals on Wheels 
Victoria with a $2,000 check.

Walker County
Walker CFB used the matching 

grant program to help the Hous-
ton Food Bank provide food boxes 
to those in need during the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

The group worked with the Ju-
nior Service League of Huntsville to 
distribute the food, including eggs, 
milk, cheese, orange juice and a vari-

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) joined county Farm Bureaus (CFBs) to assist those who are in need of food, as well as those who provide that food, in an effort 
to keep their businesses alive in these unprecedented times.

The Farm Bureau Feeding Texas Co-op Contribution Program, established by TFB, aims to pair food banks and other food-relief entities with local res-
taurants and caterers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

TFB will match a CFB donation of up to $1,000 for this or any food-related project during the pandemic.
To date, more than 40 counties have participated in the program, and TFB has reimbursed over $35,000 to CFBs.

County Farm Bureaus contribute to local communities, businesses during COVID-19
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USDA, Baylor program aims to bring more meals to rural children
By Jennifer Dorsett

Field Editor
A partnership between the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Baylor University Col-
laborative on Hunger and Poverty, 
McLane Global and PepsiCo will 
increase the number of weekly 
meals they deliver to rural chil-
dren impacted by COVID-19-relat-
ed school closures.

The collaborative program, 
Meals to You, was successfully 
trialed in summer 2019 to deliver 
shelf-stable, individually packaged 
and child-friendly foods to eligible 
students unreached by traditional 
summer food programs. But after 
the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
schools to close their doors, Meals 
to You was adapted to fit the new 
situation families and children 
found themselves facing.

Meals to You initially aimed to 
deliver about one million meals per 
week to a limited number of rural 
schools closed due to COVID-19. 

The goal was quickly surpassed, 
however, and nearly 3.5 million meals 
have been shipped to the homes of 
children across 12 states: Alabama, 
Alaska, Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, Okla-
homa, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia.

USDA noted 23 additional states 
and Puerto Rico have requested to 
participate in Meals to You, so the 
program is preparing to serve five 
million meals per week to help meet 
growing demand.

Research made available through 
Baylor’s Hunger Data Lab showed 
about 11 percent of households in 
the U.S. were food insecure in 2018, 
a number researchers believe has in-
creased during the pandemic.

To help children who are facing 
food insecurity, Meals to You boxes 
contain 20 nutritious meals—10 
breakfasts and 10 lunches.

Foods meet USDA’s Summer Food 
Service Program meal standards 
and may include items like milk, 
fruit cups, cereal, whole-grain crack-
ers and chili. All foods are easy for 
children to prepare without assis-
tance. Boxes are delivered directly 
to children’s doorsteps via postal or 
delivery services to help rural fami-
lies who may not have access to food 
distribution centers.

“We are grateful to be a part of an 
innovative team made up of both the 
public and private sectors motivat-
ed by the strong desire to help our 
neighbors in need,” Jeremy Ever-
ett, executive director of the Baylor 
University Collaborative on Hunger 
and Poverty, said. “We hope that the 

boxes of food will nourish children 
and communicate to their families 
that they are not in this tough cir-
cumstance alone.”

McLane Global, a Texas-based 
food and logistics company, has 
long offered a variety of services to 
food banks and hunger relief agen-
cies through McLane Hunger So-
lutions. Chairman Denton McLane 
said the company is dedicated to 
ensuring kids don’t go hungry dur-
ing this difficult time.

“We’ve shifted to a 24-hour 
production schedule across all lo-
cations to meet the demand and 
couldn’t be prouder of our part-
ners, employees and the people 
on the ground working to ensure 
these meals get to those who need 
it most,” McLane said.

For more information on Meals 
to You, visit https://mealstoyou.org.

ety of fresh produce. Honeydew mel-
ons, watermelons and turnips were 
some of the fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles available in the food boxes that 
week.

Waller County
Waller CFB fed more than 150 

area families with help from TFB’s 
program. 

The county Farm Bureau provid-
ed $3,000 in funding to area cater-
ers, who then worked through local 
school districts to distribute heat-
and-eat family-sized meals to those 
in need.

Casseroles made by Waller 
County Catering were distributed 
at Hempstead ISD, and burritos 

were handed out at Royal ISD. Best 
Friends Catering made Tex-Mex and 
King Ranch chicken casseroles that 
were distributed at Waller ISD.

Wheeler County
Wheeler CFB made donations 

to both the Shamrock and Wheeler 
Meals on Wheels organizations.

Wichita County
In April, Wichita CFB prepared 

to-go meals for local residents at two 
locations. 

They served 470 meals at the 
Wichita Falls location and 720 meals 
at the Iowa Park location.

Wilson County
Wilson CFB donated $250 each 

to the four local food pantries in 
the county with help from the TFB 
matching grant program. 

Want to help in
your community? 

TFB suggests county Farm Bu-
reaus work with restaurants, cater-
ing businesses or similar entities to 
help provide meals to those in need 
in the community.

These meals or food items can be 

CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE
delivered to those in need by work-
ing through a local food bank or oth-
er food-relief entity.

“The coronavirus pandemic has 
created real food hardships for many 
across Texas,” TFB Executive Direc-
tor/COO Si Cook said. “Food banks 
and other food-relief entities have 
seen a sharp increase in the number 
of requests for help.”

For more information about the 
Feeding Texas program, contact 
your county Farm Bureau office.

More than 40 counties 
have participated in the 
Farm Bureau Feeding 

Texas Co-Op 
Contribution Program.

Texas Farm Bureau has 
reimbursed over $35,000
to county Farm Bureaus.
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Applications now open for TFB’s AgLead program

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Strong agricultural leadership 
doesn’t just happen in the field. It 
happens beyond the fence row—in 
local and state organizations, court 
rooms and Congress. 

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) can 
help develop those leadership and 
agricultural advocacy skills through 
its AgLead program.

“There is so much beyond the 
fence row that impacts agriculture,” 
Jamie Gipe, TFB director of Mem-
bership and Special Projects, said. 
“Farmers and ranchers must step 
out and advocate for their interests 
or others will do it for them. AgLead 
prepares participants to be a voice 
for agriculture at all levels.”

The 2019-2020 class was called 
AgLead-FarmLead, combining TFB’s 
two leadership programs for ages 25-
40 and ages 40 and above. 

For the next class, the program 
will be called AgLead—completing 
the merger of both programs to en-
hance leadership development and 
individual experiences.

TFB is currently accepting appli-
cations for the AgLead XV program. 

A maximum of 20 participants will 
be selected for the program—10 par-
ticipants between the ages of 25-40 as 
of Dec. 31, 2020 and 10 participants 
age 40 and older as of Dec. 31, 2020.

The two-year program takes par-
ticipants across Texas, the country 
and the world to discover agricul-
ture and leadership from a new per-
spective. AgLead members develop 
a variety of skills—leadership, com-
munication, public policy, regulatory, 
advocacy and more.

AgLead XV tentative sessions in-
clude a visit to the TFB headquar-
ters in Waco to focus on communica-
tion, leadership and technology. 

The Austin session will highlight 
Texas government, priority issues, 
state demographics, political aware-
ness and advocacy, as well as a tour 
of an organic farm. 

On the West Coast tour stop, 
AgLead participants will learn about 
environmental regulations, labor 

and water issues, among others.
While in the Texas Panhandle, 

participants will tour area farms, 
and learn about issues related to 
energy and water, and visit with or-
ganizations, agribusinesses and uni-
versities with direct agricultural ties.

A trip to South Texas and the Rio 
Grande Valley will highlight border 
and immigration issues, local agri-
culture and international trade. 

The Washington, D.C. session will 
focus on national government, prior-
ity issues, agricultural advocacy and 
a visit to an international embassy. 

An international trip will conclude 
the program, exposing participants 
to production agriculture, infrastruc-
ture, and trade with a foreign country. 

Current and previous program 
participants note AgLead helped 
strengthen their leadership skills and 
expand their agricultural knowledge. 

“In this program, you get around 
a diverse group of people, and you 
get to hear different viewpoints on a 
variety of topics,” Winston Millican, 
a pecan farmer from San Saba, said. 
“You also get to see different aspects 
of agriculture in Texas and across 
the nation while developing your 
leadership skills. It’s a beneficial 
program for any farmer or rancher.”

In addition to discovering new 
innovative agricultural techniques, 
participants will discuss agricultur-
al policy with elected officials at the 
state and national level. 

“One of the highlights for me in-
cludes the Austin trip, because we 

were there during the session,” Kris-
tin Anderson, an AgriEdge specialist 
for Syngenta, said. “We were able 
to see how our Farm Bureau team 
works on legislation at the Capitol, 
and we also met with the Ag Council 
to see how Farm Bureau and other 
agricultural groups work together 
during the session.”

Anderson noted her relationships 
with lawmakers, as well as local 
leaders, have strengthened. 

“Being able to make connections 
with elected officials, the folks serv-
ing on the local water board, con-
sumers or anyone else you meet is 
important, especially when trying to 
share the stories of agriculture,” An-
derson said. “We have to be willing 
to speak out more. We can all make 
a difference and have a positive im-
pact on agriculture’s future.”

Time is a priority investment for 
the program and a limited commod-
ity for farmers and ranchers. But it’s 
time well spent, Millican and Ander-
son said. And they both agree merg-
ing the programs was beneficial.

“It’s time away from your job, your 
farm, your family and other commit-
ments, but it’s also a hands-on learn-
ing experience that you can apply 
to all aspects of your life,” Anderson 
said. “In my career, a big part of what 
I do is support producers in South 
and East Texas. I was able to learn 
about a lot of resources Farm Bureau 
has available and leave that with my 
customers in the field, but I was also 
able to learn from my classmates. I 

could have candid conversations with 
those who have more experience and 
different experiences in agriculture, 
and that’s extremely valuable.”

AgLead members learn about ag-
riculture from the farm to the factory 
and beyond, including visits to some 
of the nation’s most diversified and 
innovative agricultural operations, 
processors, packagers and marketers. 

“The program helped me make 
connections and build relationships 
across the state with my fellow class-
mates, but also around the country 
through the various tour stops. I’ve 
learned so much about the different 
industries within agriculture,” Mil-
lican said. “Through AgLead, Farm 
Bureau gives you opportunities that 
you likely wouldn’t have on your own. 
I encourage everyone to apply.”

Participants get the tools needed 
to help cultivate true Texas agricul-
tural leadership. 

“With the demographics of Texas 
shifting to urban centers, the call 
for prepared agricultural leader-
ship grows even louder,” Gipe said. 
“AgLead prepares participants to 
answer that call and advocate for 
agriculture from the county level to 
the Capitol steps.”

Participants must be a TFB mem-
ber at the time of application and 
throughout the program, if selected. 

Applications and supporting doc-
uments must be submitted by Nov. 1. 

For the application, costs and 
more information on the program, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/aglead. 

Members participate in a media training to help grow and strengthen 
communication and advocacy skills. The AgLead program seeks to develop 
agricultural leaders from the county level to the Capitol steps. 

The two-year program includes tour 
stops across the state, country and the 
world. 
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* For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility 
requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through June 30, 2020. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. standard 
terms and conditions will apply. This transaction will be unconditionally interest free. Taxes, freight, setup, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Offer 
subject to change or cancellation without notice.

** Offer available through December 31, 2020. Available on new Case IH Round balers and Disc Mower Conditioners. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior 
purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained at fbverify.com/case. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. 
Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount. FARM BUREAU, the letters 
FB, the FB National Logo, and the State Farm Bureau Logo are service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Case IH.

©2020 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed  
to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Print your certificate today!†
Visit

FOR 48 M
ON

TH
S*

ON NEW CASE IH ROUND BALERS OR NEW 
DC SERIES DISC MOWER CONDITIONERS.

FARM 
BUREAU 
DISCOUNT**$300PLUS

Contact us today! Offer ends June 30, 2020.

http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

Eligible Farm Bureau 
members receive a cash 

discount - from $300 to $500 
- when purchasing qualifying 

Case IH equipment from 
participating dealerships.

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY CENTER

800-588-7100
www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY CENTER

800-514-9381
www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY CENTER

956-689-2137
www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

After more than four years of ne-
gotiations, U.S. sorghum will soon 
be headed to Vietnam. 

The grain will go to high value 
uses, including pet food and liquor, 
as well as animal feed, according to 
a joint statement released by the 
U.S. Grains Council (USGC) and 
United Sorghum Checkoff Program 
(USCP).

The opening of Vietnamese ports 
to U.S. sorghum comes after years of 
collaboration between USGC, USCP 
and the National Sorghum Produc-
ers (NSP), along with efforts from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and regulators and indus-
try representatives in Vietnam.

“We are excited to see our hard 
work and collaboration pay off in 
Vietnam,” Ryan LeGrand, USGC 
president and CEO, said. “It’s been 
a long time coming but is a model 
of how by working together with in-
dustry and government good things 

Path cleared for U.S. sorghum exports to Vietnam
can happen for U.S. commodities.”

The announcement was made af-
ter a pest risk assessment between 
the USDA and Vietnam’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
was finalized in late May.

“From an initial visit in 2015 by 
USCP and USGC to discover the po-
tential for sorghum in various mar-
ketplaces to the development of a 
fish-feeding trial, our organizations 
have worked to create opportunity 
for U.S. sorghum in Vietnam,” Flo-
rentino Lopez, Sorghum Checkoff ex-
ecutive director,  said. “All this work 
would fall short without organiza-
tions like NSP that came in along 
the way to help steward the approv-
als needed to make it official. Our 
persistence has paid off, creating ad-
ditional market opportunity for U.S. 
sorghum farmers.”

The pest risk assessment outlines 
handling guidelines for U.S. sor-
ghum exported to Vietnam.

According to USGC and USCP, 
the agreement became even more 

critical in April 2018, after a ship-
ment of sorghum originally destined 
for China was diverted to Vietnam 
but couldn’t be delivered because of 
the lack of a pest risk assessment.

A delegation from the Vietnam 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development traveled to the U.S. 
to meet with representatives from 
each of the grain groups and several 
USDA agencies. The Vietnamese 
delegation also met with agribusi-
ness representatives and visited 
the Port of Houston to observe grain 
loading protocols.

Feed demand from Vietnam’s 
poultry, swine and aquaculture sec-
tors continues to grow, USGC said. 

To encourage sorghum demand, 
feeding trials were conducted test-
ing the viability of replacing cassave 
with sorghum as feed for Pangas-
ius, a large catfish species native to 
Southeast Asian diets. 

The groups noted Vietnam pro-
duces 2.4 million tons of catfish 
yearly. 

Official approval from USDA and 
Vietnam’s pest risk assessment ap-
proval allows Vietnam to issue li-
censes when Vietnamese importers 
request one for sorghum.

Vietnamese buyers are seeking to 
diversify feed sources, as well as find 
alternatives that store better in the 
area’s climate. Sorghum is gluten-
free and non-GMO, which is attrac-
tive to niche sectors like the pet food 
industry in Vietnam, according to 
USGC. 

“Fifteen years ago, grain sorghum 
probably had one use outside of be-
ing fed to pigs or animals. Today, 
there are thousands of uses,” Wayne 
Cleveland, Texas Sorghum Produc-
ers executive director, said. “Con-
sumers are becoming more aware 
that we're a gluten-free product, and 
being GMO-free is important in a lot 
of markets. We're finding sorghum 
has a lot of antioxidants in it, which 
is really good for your body. A lot of 
those things are working to our ad-
vantage.”

The groups’ groundwork in South-
east Asia’s aquaculture sector was 
a critical step in securing this op-
portunity to help diversify U.S. sor-
ghum’s export markets and create a 
pathway for U.S. sorghum into one of 
the fastest growing food-producing 
sectors in the world.

“This victory is a clear example 
of how working together—both in 
industry and in governments—can 
lead to winners on all sides,” Le-
Grand said. “Vietnam will be able 
to meet its country’s grain and feed 
demands, and U.S. sorghum farmers 
will have access to a market that has 
several different sectors as potential 
end users for their product.”

Learn more about sorghum ex-
port market development from the 
U.S. Grains Council at grains.org.

TESTED ON FOUR CONTINENTS.
NOW AVAILABLE IN YOUR ZIP CODE.
This is a game-changer. The 4700 Series is the biggest Massey Ferguson® R&D project ever. The 
goal was to create the most heavy-duty, versatile tractor in its class. So there’s more power for 
greater lift capacity and pulling heavier implements. Yet it’s nimble enough to maneuver through 
any operation, making it ideal for hay, dairy, livestock and municipal duty. Come see the result. 

www.masseyferguson.us

CHECK OUT THE 
MASSEY FERGUSON 
4700 SERIES

©2015 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved.  MF15P095CRv01

DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG EQUIPMENT

830-426-3701
lonestarkawasaki.com

LIVINGSTON
FOSTER'S WORK & PLAY

936-967-0011
fostersworknplay.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com
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Dealer trust legislation could help ranchers recoup payment losses

RUGGED CAPABILITY 
TO TACKLE THE TOUGHEST JOBS

BUILT TOUGH 
TO STAND UP TO ANY CHALLENGE

KAWASAKI STRONG 
3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

THE RUGGED LINEUP 
OF MULE™ SIDE X SIDES 
IS BUILT FOR THE LONG HAUL

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of 
this vehicle. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki MULE™ side x side is 
an off- highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. Obey 
the laws and regulations that control the use of your vehicle. ©2019 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

Assembled in the U.S.A. badge does not apply to the MULE PRO-MX™ models. Accessorized unit shown.

CORPUS CHRISTI
CORPUS CHRISTI CYCLE PLAZA

361-852-7368
cccycleplaza.com

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG EQUIPMENT

830-426-3701
lonestarkawasaki.com

LIVINGSTON
FOSTER'S WORK & PLAY

936-967-0011
fostersworknplay.com
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FREE
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Trim and Mow the EASY Way with a

DR® Trimmer Mower!

The 
ORIGINAL 

Trimmer 
on Wheels!

GAS... ...and BATTERY!

5X THE POWER of a hand-held trimmer 
without the back strain!

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING
cord (up to 255 mil) takes seconds to 
change!

10 MODELS including Self-Propelled, 
Tow-Behind (for ATV) and PTO!

DRtrimmers.com

Ranchers may soon have a better 
secured option for selling their live-
stock.  

The Securing All Livestock Eq-
uitably (SALE) Act (S 3419 and HR 
6067) was introduced to establish a 
Dealer Statutory Trust. It’s a practi-
cal solution to a problem facing live-
stock producers and markets across 
the United States, according to the 
Livestock Marketing Association 
(LMA).

HR 6067 is included in the Health 
and Economic Recovery Omnibus 
Emergency Solutions (HEROES) 
Act, and the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) is among several 
livestock groups advocating for simi-
lar language to be included in a com-
panion bill from the Senate. 

A Dealer Statutory Trust would 
correct unfairness in current law for 
ranchers. It would give unpaid sell-
ers of livestock the legal right to re-
claim livestock or, if they have been 
resold, proceeds from livestock in 
the unfortunate event of a livestock 

dealer payment default.
Under current law, farmers, 

ranchers and livestock auctions 
have been devastated when live-
stock dealers default on payment. 

A U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) feasibility study and re-
port shows there were more than 80 
dealer defaults from October 2013 to 
June 2019.  

“While this is an issue that we’ve 
had going on in our industry for 
a while now, the more volatile the 
market becomes and the more price 
swings we have, the more we are go-
ing to see ranchers end up in situa-
tions where they aren’t paid for their 
livestock,” Chelsea Good, vice presi-
dent of Government and Industry 
Affairs for LMA, said.  

Creation of a dealer trust is sup-
ported by the livestock industry, in-
cluding AFBF, American Sheep In-
dustry Association, LMA, National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and 
U.S. Cattlemen’s Association.

AFBF policy supports amending 

the Packers and Stockyard Act to 
include a dealer trust provision that 
gives first priority to unpaid sellers 
of livestock in the event of a dealer 
default. 

“Livestock markets are required 
to pay sellers by the end of the next 
business day for cattle sold through 
the sale ring. Oftentimes, that’s be-
fore a dealer’s check has cleared on 
those cattle, which means the mar-
kets themselves end up paying for 
the cattle if a dealer defaults,” Lara-
mie Adams, Texas Farm Bureau 
national legislative director, said. 
“When a dealer buys cattle directly 
off the farm and doesn’t pay, the 
rancher is out the money and often 
can’t get the cattle back.” 

A dealer trust would provide re-
covery in addition to the current 
USDA required bonds. It would not 
create a separate pool of funds or 
mandate changes in day-to-day busi-
ness. Livestock sellers will have a le-
gal, priority standing to regain their 
livestock or the proceeds of their sale 

from a dealer.
“Defaulting of dealer payment 

means trouble for an industry al-
ready strained by low prices,” Ad-
ams said. “A dealer trust would also 
have the added benefit of protecting 
livestock sellers from preferential 
transfer claims in bankruptcy. These 
potentially devastating claims arise 
when a bankruptcy trustee seeks 
to pull back 90 days’ worth of past 
payments made by a now bankrupt 
dealer.”

Congress directed USDA to eval-
uate the feasibility of enacting a 
Dealer Statutory Trust as part of the 
2018 Farm Bill. 

The USDA study was released in 
December 2019 and states a Dealer 
Statutory Trust would improve sell-
er recovery in the event of a dealer 
default. 

The study also found implemen-
tation of a Dealer Statutory Trust 
would not likely have a significant 
impact on credit availability or lend-
er behavior. 
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Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

The Spring Drive sales event is up and running. We’ve got great deals on New Holland 
tractors—from the 25-hp WORKMASTER™ sub-compact to our higher-horsepower 
machines, like the new GENESIS® T8 with PLM Intelligence™. Make the most of the season 
with savings on select haytools, too. But hurry in! Just like spring, 0% FINANCING* 

and CASH BACK OFFERS won’t last long. Stop in or visit nhoffers.com for details.
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AND CASH BACK OFFERS!

Spring is here and the drive is on for savings.
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CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR 

AND EQUIP. INC.
800-717-3157

www.collinstracto-
randequipment.com

DE KALB
BOWIE COUNTY 

EQUIPMENT
903-667-2584

bowiecountyequip-
ment.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON 

COUNTY EQ. CO. 
INC.

830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON 

COUNTY EQ. CO. 
INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. 

CO, INC.
361-573-2497

victoriafarmeq.com

Texas Farm Bureau
Radio Network

No. 1 Agriculture News Network in Texas.
The stories that matter. The network you trust.

Thank you for making the Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network the number 
one and most listened to agricultural news radio network in Texas.

Abilene 1280 KSLI AM

Austwell 105.9 KIBQ FM

Ballinger 1400 KRUN AM

Beeville 1490 KIBL AM

Beeville 97.1 KIBL FM

Big Spring 1490 KBST AM

Big Spring 95.7 KBST FM

Cameron 105.1 KMIL FM

Canton 1510 KWJB AM

Canton 95.1 KWJB FM

Carthage 1590 KGAS  AM

Carthage 104.3 KGAS FM

Center 930 KDET AM

Childress 96.1 KCTX FM

Christine 96.9 KWYU FM

Comanche 1550 KCOM AM

Comanche 100.1 KCOM FM

Comanche 94.3 KYOX FM

Corpus Christi 1360 KKTX AM

Corpus Christi 99.1 KRYS FM

Corsicana 1340 KAND AM

Crockett 1290 KIVY AM

Crockett 92.7 KIVY FM

Dalhart 1240 KXIT AM

Dalhart 94.5 KXIT FM

Dilley 95.3 KVWG FM

Dimmitt 100.5 KNNK FM

Dumas 800 KDDD AM

Eastland 97.7 KATX FM

El Campo 1390 KULP AM

El Campo  106.7 KULP FM

Greenville 1400 KGVL AM

Greenville 93.5 KIKT FM

Hamilton 900 KCLW AM

Haskell 97.1 KVRP FM

Hebbronville 104.3 KUFA FM 

Henderson 1470 KWRD AM

Hillsboro 1560 KHBR AM

Hondo 1460 KCWM AM

Junction 93.5 KYKK FM

Kenedy 92.1 KCAF FM

Kerrville 92.3 KRNH FM

City Frequency Call Letters

La Grange 104.9 KBUK FM

La Grange 1570 KVLG AM

Lamesa 690 KPET AM

Lampasas 101.9 KACQ FM

Lampasas 1450 KCYL AM

Madisonville 1220 KMVL AM

Madisonville 100.5 KMVL FM

Mansfield, LA 92.7 KJVC FM

Marshall 103.9 KMHT FM

Marshall 1450 KMHT AM

Mason  102.5 KHLB FM

Meyersville 100.1 KQBQ FM

Paris 93.9 KOYN FM

Pearsall 1280 KMFR AM

Pearsall 94.7 KMFR FM

Perryton 1400 KEYE AM

Post 107.3 KSSL FM

Quanah 1150 KOLJ AM

Ranger 98.5 KWBY FM

Rockdale 98.5 KRXT FM

San Angelo 960 KGKL AM

San Antonio 680 KKYX AM

San Augustine 92.5 KXXE FM

Seguin 1580 KWED AM

Seymour 1230 KSEY AM

Seymour 94.3 KSEY FM

Smiley 103.9 KBQQ FM 

Stephenville 93.1 KSTV FM

Sterling City 100.5 KSCK FM

Sulphur Springs 1230 KSST AM

Sweetwater 1240 KXOX AM

Sweetwater 96.7 KXOX FM

Temple 1400 KTEM AM

Tyler 104.1 KKUS FM

Tyler 105.7 KYKX FM

Victoria 107.9 KIXS FM

Wichita Falls 1290 KWFS AM

City Frequency Call Letters



a mixed animal veterinary practice 
after graduation where she can stay 
closely connected to the livestock in-
dustry, as well as treat companion 
animals and pets. 

“Words can’t even explain how 
grateful I am to Texas Farm Bureau,” 
Ainsley said. “I’m truly humbled to 
be chosen as the recipient among 
five highly qualified and competi-
tive individuals. I’m so thankful for 
TFB and their investment in Texas 
youth and agriculture, and one day I 
hope to give back as part of the great 
organization that has given me so 
much.”

Other finalists for the award 
were: Jadeyn Arthur of Crosby CFB, 
a junior at West Texas A&M Univer-
sity; M’Lynn Prewitt of Clay CFB, a 
junior at Tarleton State University; 
Taylor Schertz of Denton CFB, a se-
nior at Texas Tech University; and 
Jordan Sustaire of Hopkins-Rains 
CFB, a junior at Tarleton State Uni-
versity.

Each runner-up will receive a 
scholarship valued at $1,000.

The True scholar award was es-
tablished in 2014 by the TFB board 
of directors. 

For more information on TFB 
scholarships, visit https://texasfarm-
bureau.org/youth/youth-opportuni-
ties.
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Ainsley receives prestigious ‘True’ scholarship 

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

Madison Ainsley of Medina Coun-
ty Farm Bureau (CFB) is the recipi-
ent of the 2020 Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) S.M. True Jr. Agricultural 
Scholar Award.

The $20,000 schol-
arship is presented 
annually to a deserv-
ing student in honor 
of former TFB Presi-
dent S.M. True Jr.

“President True 
was an outstanding 
leader who inspired 
many. He was devot-
ed to agriculture and 
to serving others,” TFB President 
Russell Boening said. “This scholar-
ship recognizes students who share 
a similar dedication to agriculture 
and leadership. The passion Madi-
son displays is fitting of a scholar-
ship in President True’s name. We’re 
proud to honor her with this award.”

After obtaining her undergradu-

TFB announces scholarship recipients
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) an-

nounced the organization’s 2020 
scholarship recipients, awarding 
more than $207,000 to graduating 
high school students and enrolled 
college students this spring.

“No matter where you decide to 
further your education—whether 
at a trade school, college or univer-
sity—it can be expensive. These 
scholarships allow Farm Bureau to 
help these students further their 
education,” Mia Balko, TFB director 
of Youth Outreach said. “We are very 
impressed with the 2020 scholarship 
recipients and are proud to invest in 
their future and the future of Texas.”

Thirteen graduating seniors were 
awarded Young Farmer & Rancher 
scholarships. One student received 
the Dick Mitchell Memorial Scholar-
ship, and 13 seniors were awarded 
memorial and honorary scholarships.

An additional 39 seniors received 
district scholarships.

Enrolled college students also re-

ceived financial assistance from TFB.
Madison Ainsley received the 

S.M. True Jr. Agricultural Scholar 
Award (see story above).

Three Young Farmer & Rancher 
Enrolled College Student scholar-
ships were awarded, and eight ad-
ditional college students received 
the Student Teaching Scholarship, 
which will assist recipients with ex-
penses associated with off-campus 
student teaching.

TFB also awarded $25,000 to high 
school students through FCCLA, 
Texas 4-H and Texas FFA, as well as 
$1,500 through the Texas Rural Edu-
cation Association Scholarship.

TFB’s Free Enterprise Speech 
contest winners were also awarded 
a total of $27,500 in scholarships and 
$35,000 was made available to stu-
dents through Texas State Technical 
College.

To view the complete list of win-
ners, visit https://texasfarmbureau.
org/youth/youth-opportunities.
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EL CAMPO
SCHMIDT IMPLEMENT INC.

979-543-2622
schmidtimplement.com

NACOGDOCHES
BIG TEX AGRIPLEX

936-715-9944
bigtexagriplex.com

ate degree from Texas Tech Univer-
sity, Ainsley is now enrolled at the 
Texas A&M University College of 
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences to pursue a doctorate de-
gree in veterinary medicine.

Ainsley was born and 
raised in Hondo, where 
her family has raised 
sheep and show lambs 
for more than 25 years. 
She said agriculture has 
always been a big part of 
her life. 

“Growing up in a rural 
community on a family 
farm has inspired me to 
pursue a career that fo-
cuses on the sustainabil-

ity of livestock production through 
medicine, nutrition and reproduc-
tion,” she said. “I am very blessed 
to be part of the agriculture indus-
try and surrounded by hardworking 
individuals who live to serve their 
communities.”

Throughout her childhood, Ain-

sley was involved in sports, 4-H,  
FFA, raised sheep and market hogs 
and participated in rodeo events. 

Her passion for veterinary medi-
cine began when she was in kin-
dergarten and grew throughout her 
high school and college years, during 
which time she worked at several 
veterinary practices.

“My parents like to tell the story 
of how the first word I could spell in 
kindergarten was veterinarian,” she 
said. “I know lots of kids say they 
want to be veterinarians when they 
grow up, but I obviously never grew 
out of it, because here I am all these 
years later still on the same track.” 

During her time at Texas Tech, 
Ainsley held a student research as-
sistant position and was a member 
of the meat and livestock judging 
teams. She graduated summa cum 
laude in May 2019 with a bachelor’s 
degree in animal science.

At Texas A&M, where she just 
completed her first year of vet 
school, Ainsley is involved in several 
organizations, including the Student 
American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, the Texas Veterinary Medi-
cal Association and the Veterinary 
Business Management Association.

Ainsley hopes to be involved in 
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TFB program grants funds to Texas 4-H clubs

By Jennifer Dorsett
Field Editor

A new Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) 
grant program, Clover Cash, aims to 
help Texas 4-H clubs increase their 
reach in connecting youth to agricul-
ture. 

The grant program is available 
on the county, district and state lev-
els to fund hands-on activities that 
grow students’ knowledge of food, 
fiber and fuel, as well as increases 
their awareness of the importance of 
agricultural advocacy. 

At the county level, four grants up 
to $500, four grants up to $750 and 
three grants up to $1,000 are avail-
able. 

Four grants up to $1,500 each will 
be awarded at the district level, and 
three grants up to $2,000 each will 
be awarded for state projects.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
agents or adult leaders of any coun-
ty, district or state 4-H program are 
eligible to apply. The funds will be 
disbursed by the Texas 4-H Foun-

dation to organizations only, not an 
individual.

“We’re looking for projects that 
provide hands-on experiences and 
ideas that really engage students,” 

TFB Director of Youth Outreach Mia 
Balko said. “We want to see projects 
that expand students’ knowledge of 
agriculture in ways that are mean-
ingful and memorable.”

Work ethic 
comes standard. 
Where there’s work to be done, there’s Kubota equipment 
ready to get it done right. With reliable diesel engines and 
an array of attachments, it’s time to conquer every task. 
Visit us today.

L Series Grand L SeriesRTV-X Series SSV Series

Work ethic 
comes standard. 
Where there’s work to be done, there’s Kubota equipment 
ready to get it done right. With reliable diesel engines and 
an array of attachments, it’s time to conquer every task. 
Visit us today.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and 
warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, 
consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

L Series Grand L SeriesRTV-X Series SSV Series

BAY CITY
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

979-245-4630
hlavinka.com

ROSENBERG
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

281-342-5527
hlavinka.com

STAR
MOORE'S SERVICE 

CENTER
325-948-3595

mooresservicecenter.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

SAN ANGELO
ALL-TEX IRRIGATION & SUPPLY

325-949-1172
alltexirrigation.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

SAN ANGELO
ALL-TEX IRRIGATION & SUPPLY

325-949-1172
alltexirrigation.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

For the application to be consid-
ered, students must be directly en-
gaged in the educational component 
of the project. 

A timeline of the project, a list 
of all community partners and a 
detailed budget with estimated ex-
penses must also be included in the 
application.

Applicants are encouraged to be 
creative in their project proposals 
and descriptions. 

“We’re leaving the parameters 
pretty wide open, so 4-H clubs can 
really get creative and do whatever 
it is they need to do to get the mes-
sage home to their students,” Balko 
said. 

Applications must be submitted 
via a Google document and are due 
by midnight on July 17.

Grant winners will be announced 
in August.

For more information and the 
link to the online application, visit 
https://texasfarmbureau.org/youth/
youth-opportunities/.  

Questions may be directed to Balko 
at mbalko@txfb.org or 254-399-5037.

Texas 4-H clubs can apply for grants 
through the Texas Farm Bureau 

Apply by July 17 

CLOVER 

CASH
GRANT PROGRAM
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The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF), in partnership 
with Farm Credit, has opened on-
line applications for the 2021 Farm 
Bureau Ag Innovation Challenge. 
This national business competi-
tion showcases U.S. startup compa-
nies that are addressing challenges 
faced by America’s farmers, ranch-
ers and rural communities. 

Farm Bureau will award 
$145,000 in startup funds provid-
ed by sponsors Farm Credit, John 
Deere, Bayer Crop Science, Country 
Financial, Farm Bureau Financial 
Services and Farm Bureau Bank.

Launched in 2015 as the first 
national competition focused exclu-
sively on rural entrepreneurs, the 
challenge continues to identify the 
next agricultural entrepreneurs to 
watch and support innovation es-
sential to Farm Bureau member 
businesses and communities. 

For this seventh year of the com-
petition, Farm Bureau is seeking 
entrepreneurs who are addressing 
both traditional challenges farmers 
and rural communities face—like 
the 2020 Farm Bureau Entrepre-
neur of the Year, Dana Mohr with 
HydroSide Systems, who developed 
an automated irrigation system—
as well as business owners tackling 
new challenges due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

“In light of the impacts Farm 
Bureau members are experiencing 
from COVID-19, solutions from en-
trepreneurs are needed more than 
ever to help farmers, ranchers and 
rural communities,” AFBF Presi-
dent Zippy Duvall said. “We’re very 
interested to see how entrepreneurs 
will use startup funds provided by 
the challenge to help support farms 
and ranches and grow the rural 
economy.”

Farm Bureau and Farm Credit 
will select 10 startup companies to 
compete at the AFBF Annual Con-
vention in January 2021 as semi-
finalists. The 10 semi-finalist teams 
will be announced on Oct. 5 and 
awarded $7,500 each. 

The 10 teams will compete to ad-

vance to the final round where four 
teams will receive an additional 
$7,500 and compete live on stage in 
front of Farm Bureau members, in-
vestors and industry representatives.

The four finalist teams will 
compete to be the People’s Choice 
Award winner by public vote for a 
total of $20,000 and to be the 2021 
Farm Bureau Entrepreneur of the 
Year to win a total of $50,000. 

The Farm Bureau Entrepreneur 
of the Year and the People’s Choice 

Award winner will be announced at 
the AFBF Annual Convention.

The top 10 semi-finalist teams 
will participate in pitch training 
and mentorship from Cornell Uni-
versity’s Dyson School of Applied 
Economics & Management faculty 
prior to competing at AFBF’s con-
vention. 

In addition, the top 10 semi-final-
ist teams will have the opportunity 
to network with industry leaders 
and venture capital representatives 

Ag Innovation Challenge gives startup funds to entrepreneurs

INVEST IN QUALITY®

www.kuhn.com

United Ag & Turf
Texas

Athens, Bryan, Cameron,
Cleburne, Ennis, Gainesville,
Hillsboro, McKinney, Mineola, 
Navasota, Rhome, Sherman,
Taylor, Temple, Terrell, Tyler,

Waco, Weatherford
Oklahoma

Ardmore, Durant,
Hugo, Pauls Valley

Arkansas
Hope, DeQueen, Magnolia

Shoppa's Farm Supply
Beaumont
Giddings
Liberty

Washington County Tractor
Brenham

Sealy

Hunt County Farm Supply
Campbell

Clark Tractor & Supply
Comanche

Fish & Still Equipment
Crockett

Henderson
Lufkin

Marshall
Nacogdoches

Mixer Center Dalhart
Dalhart

Bowie County Equipment
DeKalb

Mixer Center Friona
Friona

Texarkana New Holland
Nash

Normangee Tractor & Implement
Normangee

Tuttle Motor Co.
Poteet

Cass County Equipment
Queen City

Boehm Tractor Sales
Shiner

Farm Country, Inc.
Sulphur Springs

Victoria Farm Equipment
Victoria

Wharton Tractor
WhartonVisit your local Texas KUHN Knight dealer today!

SR 100 GII SERIES SPEEDRAKE®

WHEEL RAKES
• Adjust windrow widths independently to match crop pickup widths
• Superior terrain following without the need for hydraulic float
• Rear wheels raise last for cleaner windrow ends
• Fast, easy switching between transport and field positions
8-, 10- and 12-wheel models • 18'10" – 23'4" working widths

SIMPLICITY. VERSATILITY. QUALITY.

from the Agriculture Department’s 
Rural Business Investment Compa-
nies.

Entrepreneurs must be Farm Bu-
reau members to qualify as top 10 
semi-finalists. 

Detailed eligibility guidelines, 
the competition timeline, videos 
and profiles of past winners are 
available at fb.org/challenge. 

Applications must be received by 
midnight Eastern Daylight Time on 
July 31.
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By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

Dove and white-tailed deer season 
are still a few months away, but now 
may be the perfect time for Texas 
youth to complete hunter education.

Hunters who were born on or 
after Sept. 2, 1971, must complete 
a hunter education course before 
hunting in the state of Texas.

“I strongly recommend people do 
that during the summer because 
when we get to the fall, because 
a lot of hunter education instruc-
tors are volunteers, it gets difficult 
around October and November to 
find a hunter education class,” Chris 
Mitchell, director of the Texas Youth 
Hunting Program (TYHP), told the 
Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network. 

People who complete hunter edu-
cation during the summer are eligi-
ble to begin hunting as soon as the 
season begins and they have a valid 
hunting license.

Mitchell said there are several op-

Summer is a good time to take hunter education

tions to complete hunter education.
“If you’re under the age of 17, you 

can take a portion of hunter educa-
tion online, and then you can go to 
a field course, and that’s only four 
hours long,” Mitchell said. 

The field course puts participants 
in safety scenarios and shoot/don’t 
shoot situations.

Completing hunter education early 
also helps those youth who are inter-
ested in signing up for a TYHP hunt.

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.
ƒ

Or save $75 on any AP Professional Series
double battery bundle.

See retailer for details.

Includes tool, two batteries and charger.

SAVE $40*

ON ANY AK HOMEOWNER  SERIES
DOUBLE BATTERY BUNDLE

WAS $17995

CHAIN SAW
MS 170 $15995

“It starts easily and runs great.” 

- Dick44

SAVE $20*

16" bar†

*Offers valid through 6/21/20 at participating retailers while supplies last. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary 
from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on.  See retailer for details and consult state/
local guidelines for availability of promotional products and pricing in your area. Check out this review and others on 
the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. ©2020 STIHL

stihldealers.com

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

EL CAMPO
SCHMIDT IMPLEMENT INC.

979-543-2622
schmidtimplement.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

MT. PLEASANT
HESS SALES & SERVICE

903-572-9866
hesshomefurnishings.com

“All you need to do is go to tyhp.
org, create an account and sign up for 
hunts,” Mitchell said. “You can sign 
up for as many hunts as you like, but 
if you’re a new hunter, be prepared 
because that’s how we choose hunt-
ers. We choose the hunters who have 
the least number of hunts.”

TYHP scheduled hunts will be 
posted in the fall.

“It’s a program that takes nine- to 
17-year-old youth from Texas, and 
actually from out-of-state, on hunts, 
provided they’ve completed hunter 
education,” Mitchell said. “They have 
to come with a parent. Landowners 
donate access to their property.”

Last year, the program, which is 
hosted by the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) and the 
Texas Wildlife Association (TWA), 
hosted more than 230 hunts and 
took over 1,200 kids hunting. 

The hunting section of the TPWD 
website, www.tpwd.texas.gov, and 
TYHP website, www.tyhp.org, have 
links to upcoming hunter education 
courses.

A hunter education course must be completed for those hunters who were 
born on or after Sept. 2, 1971. Photo courtesy of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department.
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TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1 ........................ $508 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1........... $799
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1.............. $900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
28LR26 100% TREAD R-3..................... $499
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
66X44.00-20 NEW BUFF 16PLY R-3..... $800
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
19.5L-24 NEW 12PLY R-4...................... $395
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP..... $225

We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pm

Pete Case • 325-650-6209 • pete@caseranch.com
www.caseranch.com • 7350 FM 915 • Eldorado, TX 76936

Monday, Oct. 5, 2020
12:30 pm at the Ranch
Midway between Eldorado & 
Mertzon, Texas on FM 915

Will be consigning bulls Will be consigning bulls 
to the South Texas to the South Texas 

Hereford Association Hereford Association 
Sales on 10/31/20 Sales on 10/31/20 

in Beeville, TXin Beeville, TX

HEREFORD HEREFORD 
BULL SALEBULL SALE

Third AnnualThird Annual

FIRE ANTS SOLUTION

Fire Ants Solutions
648 Sunray Road

Texarkana, TX 75501

2 teaspoons of this mixture 
will kill a large mound of fire 
ants in 2 hours.

Very inexpensive formula: 
consists of mostly items from 
your pantry.

Send $7 for formula & share 
it with friends & neighbors.

Grain Bins & Material Handling
- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 

Spouting, Flighting, Loading & 
Unloading Equip. & Parts.

- Hutchinson - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com 

MT. PLEASANT
HESS SALES & SERVICE

903-572-9866
hesshomefurnishings.com

ROBSTOWN
DIAMOND B TRACTORS

361-767-2223
diamondbtractors.com

POWER
PRONONE

HERBICIDE
PELLET

KILLS 50 + SPECIES
Available at your local ag retailer or call 877-776-7375 www.pro-serveinc.com
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USED OCEAN FREIGHT CON-
TAINERS.  Wind/Water-tight, Ro-
dent-proof. Larry Singley 866-992-
9122, 817-992-9122.

REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and 
domestic cars, farm, heavy equip-
ment and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-
5566 or 254-757-3759 Majestic 
Turbochargers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, 
Waco, TX 76701, 6-month war-
ranty—One-Day Service.

AMISH TRAIN HORSE BUGGY
1904 buggy, buggy trailer, 2-horse 
slant trailer with sleeper. 940-845-
3881.

BUILDINGS
CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, 
combines, hay & farm equipment. 
Call us if you have a TERP tractor. 
Kaddatz Auctioneering & Farm 
Equipment Sales, 254-221-7957 
akaddatz@yahoo.com, www.kad-
datzequioment.com

CONTAINERS

EXCELLENT FOLIAR FERTIL-

IZER FOR HAY, PASTURE, AND 

COVER CROPS. Will promote 

microbial growth. All liquid and or-

ganic. Dealerships available.

903-466-4779

817-558-1778

903-925-3818

903-569-8793

903-692-0009

FERTILIZER

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbelt-
sandaccessories.com 1-800-223-
1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 
monitors and Salvage equipment. 
254-221-7957.

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and 
drag conveyors, GT Auger parts. 
Sales, installation, and service, 
Fritcher Enterprises, Sinton, Texas 
(361)364-3603.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCES-
SORIES,  HUTCHINSON POR-
TABLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE 
BALES dairy, beef, and goat quali-
ties delivered to you or you pick 
up at our Kansas farm. Toll free 
1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATIONHELP WANTED
EARN $60,000/ YR. part-time in 
the Livestock or Farm Equipment 
Appraisal Business. Agricultural 
background required. Home Study 
Course available. 800 488-7570 or 
www.amagappraisers.com

We Lease Fishing Lakes!

- Generate a steady stream of income
- Strong liability insurance coverage included
- Free lake management consultations
- Fishing by advanced 24 hour reservations
- No interaction with members is required
- Catch and release only
- Company established in 1997

214.871.0044
www.privatewaterf ishing.com

LAND

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids in science class.
77% of Littles reported doing better in school 
because of their Big. One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something little.
Support kids in your community at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.
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NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS BY EAR.
Add chords, Piano, organ, keyboard. 
10 easy lessons $12.95. “Learn 
Gospel Music.” Chording, runs, 
fills - $12.95, both $24. Guaranteed! 
Davidsons, 6727th Metcalf, Shawnee 
Mission, Kansas 66204.

MUSIC

LUMBER
CEDAR FENCE POSTS, CE-
DAR LUMBER, CEDAR SHAV-
INGS, PEELED CEDAR POSTS, 
FIREPLACE MANTLES, CEDAR 
CHESTS. Myers Cedar Yard, Hwy 
183 S., Lampasas, TX 76550, 512-
556-4968, Meridian, Hwy. 6  254-
435-6857.

TIRESSOLAR PANELS

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

BBB A+ rating

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, 
top quality, gentle, polled, tested, 
LBW. Fancy Charolais Heifers. 
Ranch Bred & raised. 254-729-8644 
254-747-2701

GOOD BLOODED YOUNG BLACK 
BRANGUS BULLS and heifers for 
breeding. $1,250 take your pick. 
Call Jack Hallettsville Texas 361-
798-5623.

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS

Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones • Franklin, TX

979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

LIVESTOCK

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS
Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-
202-5178

NEED PARASITE RESISTANCE in 
your flock. St. Croix ram lambs for 
sale. 903-948-0509

AARP gives you the information to help care for your mom, just like she did with you. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get practical health and 
wellness tips to provide even better care for your loved one. 
We provide you information to give care and give back. 

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

www. read .gov



QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS!

(800) 446-7319 Belton, Texas

ALL NEW! Product Info, Manuals & More! • www.ag-meier.net

We value our dealer network so call now for a dealer near you.
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Available With 8, 10,  
Or 12 Rake Wheels 

Hay Rake  Hayvan Megaliner 

26’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 
Hayvan Individual  

Dump Trailers 

25’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 

Rotary Tillers 

48”, 60”, 72”, & 80” 

4-5-6 Bale Options  

Hay Liner  
Inline Trailers 

Mohawk No-Till Drills 

Hayvan No-Till Drills 

Flex Hawk Flex Eagle 
TPMA 

5 Different Post-Hole 

Digger Models  Bumper Pull & Gooseneck 

3 Point Skid & Trailer Sprayers 
Also Available Up To 1,000 Gal

15’   15’   

540/1000 RPM 

Available in 7’, 10’, &14’ 

Available in 7’, 10’, & 15’ 


