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By Russell Boening
President

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) has 
responded to nearly 120 media in-
quiries so far this year. That’s more 
media inquiries than we received in 
all of 2020.  

The reason is the nature of news. 
Many news cycles since 

January have involved high-
profile issues related to farm-
ing and ranching and the peo-
ple who produce our nation’s 
food, fiber and fuel. 

COVID-19, Biden adminis-
tration executive orders, the 
winter storm and the border 
crisis are among the high-
profile issues driving media 
attention. 

Those issues led local, state, 
national and international news 
outlets and reporters to contact our 
organization. We’re asked to provide 
sources for comment or background 
details for better clarity on a topic 
that the reporter is pursuing. 

Each inquiry is considered and 
weighed. We take into account any 
prior relationships with reporters 
and outlets and if TFB has assisted 
them in the past and, if so, the out-
comes of those experiences. 

Our organization’s media rela-
tions philosophy is to generally re-
spond favorably to media interest 
when and where we can. 
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OPINION

Answering the media’s call on state, national ag issues 
Sometimes, though, we decline the 

opportunity, particularly if it’s from 
international press. We often refer in-
ternational inquiries to state or fed-
eral government resources that are 
better suited for the inquiry. We feel 

our efforts should 
focus on opportuni-
ties that reach U.S. 
audiences. 

The value of ex-
posure to our TFB 
message and per-
spective cannot be 
underestimated. 

The general pub-
lic is an important 
target of our com-
munication efforts, 

and we’ve been able to reach more 
U.S. residents this year than in the 
past because of our work with more 
national media. 

National publications and broad-
cast outlets generate opportunities. 
National reporters sometime call 
TFB because of an article they’ve 
seen published or a segment they’ve 
seen aired by another national news 
outlet. The issue gains traction and 
momentum with each subsequent 
story. News coverage generates news 
coverage, in some cases.  

A good example of this dynamic 
was our July 22 appearance on FOX 

& Friends. An associate producer 
of the morning news program con-
tacted TFB after reading an article 
in the New York Post that featured 
TFB’s comments on the impacts of 
the border crisis and the request 
to the Biden administration to re-
imburse farmers and ranchers for 
damages.  

The FOX & Friends live interview 
was a valuable opportunity that we 
readily accepted (see page four). It al-
lowed TFB to reach an estimated 1.1 
million viewers, the largest audience 

among morning news programs.
Every media interview adds 

reach, volume and depth to our 
Farm Bureau message, regardless of 
audience size. 

I’m one of many leaders, members 
and staff who have participated in 
interviews this year on behalf of our 
organization. Each interview oppor-
tunity is unique, and we do our best 
to match an appropriate contact to 
each request.  

We greatly appreciate all who 
have answered the media’s call. 

TFB Communications staff provided production for TFB President Russell 
Boening’s live interview from his farm last month with FOX & Friends.
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TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT
LED UTILITY WORK LIGHTS
• Rugged housing
• Tough polycarbonate lenses
•	 Trapezoidal and flood beampatterns
•	 LED LifetimeWarranty – no bulbs to replace ever!

Better Value • Better Options • Better Lighting

www.oreillyauto.com/professional-catalogs

Let Us Be Your Ag & Heavy-Duty Parts Supplier

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU

SUNRISE
TO

SUNDOWN

ADV 1617

OREILLYAUTO.COM
Visit our website for stores offering Hydraulic Services.

REGISTER YOUR FARM TODAY FOR SPECIAL AG PRICING 
AT YOUR LOCAL O’REILLY STORE.

AG & HEAVY-DUTY
ALTERNATORS & STARTERS
Wilson offers industry-leading coverage for medium-duty and heavy-duty trucks and
off-highway applications.
•	 Manufactured to OEM specifications or better
•	 Highest quality and lowest warranty rate in the industry
•	 Complete domestic and import coverage

PERFORMANCE

 TESTED
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Beef exports to 
China keep growing

China can’t get enough of 
American beef, according to a 
July International Agricultural 
Trade Report by the U.S Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS).

The trend is expected to grow, 
with FAS noting U.S. sales only 
accounted for 4% of the market’s 
share by volume.

“The potential for growth in 
U.S. beef exports is strong in fu-
ture years as China import de-
mand is expected to grow more 
than 30% during the next de-
cade,” FAS analysts wrote.

Through May 2021, China 
ranks as the third-largest U.S. 
market by both volume and val-
ue, outpacing Mexico and Cana-
da, which have been consistently 
ranked as top U.S. markets.

FAS noted the increase is 
partly due to reduced compe-
tition from Australia, the top 
U.S. competitor in beef exports. 
As the nation struggles to re-
build herds after a multi-year 
drought, Australian beef produc-
tion remains depressed in 2021.

A reduction in exports from 
Argentina may also give U.S. 
beef sales a boost in China. 

Another reason for increased 
exports to China is American 
ranchers produce a high-quality 
product, said Tracy Tomascik, 
Texas Farm Bureau associate 
director of Commodity and Reg-
ulatory Activities.

Organizations and programs 
like the national and state beef 
checkoff programs and U.S. 
Meat Export Federation also 
contribute to greater demand by 
increasing knowledge of and ex-
posure to American beef in for-
eign markets, he noted.

U.S. beef exports are expect-
ed to reach a new high of more 
than 1.5 million tons this year, a 
16% increase over 2020 and 8% 
above 2018’s previous record.

Border crisis stories continue to dominate national news

Despite the challenges brought 
forward by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) ac-
complished its mission of being The 
Voice of Texas Agriculture in 2020. 
A look at the year’s activities, suc-
cesses and programs are available 
in the 2020 Accomplishments re-
port.

The 32-page report is the first of 
its kind for the organization, and it 
includes a message from TFB Presi-
dent Russell Boening.

“I hope members take pride in 
the accomplishments highlighted 
in this annual report. This is not a 
complete list of achievements. It’s 
only a small sampling of program 

areas that excelled in 2020,” Boen-
ing said.

Membership achievements, ad-
vocacy efforts, leader development, 
youth and educational outreach and 
communications efforts are outlined 
in the report. A section on TFB and 
county Farm Bureaus giving back to 
local communities is also included.

County Farm Bureaus can order 
printed copies of the report by con-
tacting Penny Cox, TFB Communi-
cations administrative assistant, at 
pcox@txfb.org.

The report can be found in the grey 
footer of the TFB website by clicking 
“TFB Accomplishments” or by visit-
ing txfb.us/2020accomplishments.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) Presi-
dent Russell Boening discussed the 
ongoing border crisis with several 
national news outlets in late July. 

According to federal data, the 
number of immigrants illegally en-
tering the U.S. right now is one of 
the largest surges in nearly two 
decades. Border apprehensions 
have surpassed one million for the 
2021 fiscal year. Texas farmers and 
ranchers are facing serious financial 
hardship and disruption with each 
wave that crashes through their 
fences and crops, causing damages 
to personal property. 

“We feel like the borders aren’t 
secure. We feel like the administra-
tion could do more to help secure 
the borders,” Boening said in an in-
terview with FOX Business’ Edward 
Lawrence. 

Boening’s comments have been 
featured in stories and videos pub-
lished by the New York Post, News-
week, Yahoo News, FOX & Friends 
and more. 

He discussed a letter and effort 
spearheaded by TFB. The organiza-
tion, along with all state Farm Bu-

reaus, Puerto Rico Farm Bureau and 
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, sent a letter to the Homeland 
Security, Agriculture and Interior 
Departments requesting assistance 
to secure the border and provide res-
titution to farmers and ranchers. 

“Basically we’re saying that the 
property damage is coming because 
of the large influx of illegal immi-

Texas Farm Bureau releases 2020 Accomplishments report

grants. So with that being said, we 
feel like there needs to be some com-
pensation to the property owners,” 
he said. 

Farmers and ranchers along the 
border continue to share stories of fi-
nancial hardship and disruption from 
the surge of illegal immigrants. View 
their stories online at texasfarmbu-
reau.org/border-crisis-impacts. 

Texas Farm Bureau President Russell Boening visits with Ainsley Earhardt 
of FOX & Friends from his farm in Wilson County.

TEXAS FARM BUREAU 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2020 
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CottonCorn Sorghum

Available
through: 

© 2021 Loveland Products, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Dyna-Gro is a registered trademark of Loveland Products, Inc.
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Consistent performance. 
Year over year ... over year. 

Get access to the best traits and 
genetics, with hybrids and varieties 
that fit your local area. It all comes 
together in Dyna-Gro Seed.

Dyna-Gro Seed – At home on 

any acre.

DynaGroSeed.com

Animal ag 
groups launch 
Protein PACT

Twelve organizations representing 
farmers and companies who make 
the vast majority of America’s meat, 
poultry and dairy, as well as animal 
feed and ingredients, unveiled the 
Protein PACT for the People, Ani-
mals, and Climate of Tomorrow. 

It is the first joint initiative of 
its kind designed to accelerate mo-
mentum and verify progress toward 
global sustainable development goals 
across all animal protein sectors.

Alongside the debut of the Protein 
PACT, the North American Meat 
Institute released its draft sustain-
ability framework and is soliciting 
public comments to inform the orga-
nization’s efforts to set transparent 
baselines and measure progress to-
ward ambitious sustainability goals.

The Meat Institute draft sustain-
ability framework encompasses more 
than 100 metrics developed through 
extensive collaboration with sustain-
ability experts, supply chain partners 
and Meat Institute members.

After incorporating public feed-
back, the Meat Institute will set 
targets for public commitments by 
packers and processors of all sizes 
to verify progress in all five Protein 
PACT focus areas:

• optimize contributions to healthy 
land, air and water

• be the leading source of high-
quality protein in balanced diets

• provide the most humane care 
and raise healthy animals

• produce safe products without 
exception

• support a diverse workforce and 
ensure safe workplaces.

Interested stakeholders can learn 
more about the Protein PACT and 
submit feedback on the Meat Insti-
tute’s draft sustainability frame-
work at https://theproteinpact.org.

The Protein PACT is partially 
funded by U.S. farmers and ranchers, 
including with support from the pork, 
dairy and soybean checkoffs.
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Kiser Arena Specialties
13695 S I 35
VALLEY VIEW, TX 76272
Tel.: 940-665-8058

Associated Supply Co Inc
2800 HWY 290 W
BRENHAM, TX 77833
Tel.: 979-836-6641

Associated Supply Co Inc
2900 HENRY S GRACE
WICHITA FALLS, TX 76302
Tel.: 940-687-2726

Associated Supply Co Inc
1875 N EARL RUDDER FWY
BRYAN, TX 77803
Tel.: 979-779-8942

Southwest Ag
1017 AVE A PO BOX 166
FARWELL, TX 79325
Tel.: 806-481-3295

Panhandle Implement
710 N MAIN
PERRYTON, TX 79070-2398
Tel.: 806-435-6508

Panhandle Implement
1235 N DUMAS AVE PO BOX 1206
DUMAS, TX 79029
Tel.: 806-935-4104

Kleiber Tractor
1701 W TRAVIS ST
LA GRANGE, TX 78945-0299
Tel.: 979-968-3187

MASCO
1129 W INDUSTRIAL DRIVE
SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX 75482
Tel.: 903-951-2046

Texarkana Outdoor Power
2002 NEW BOSTON RD
TEXARKANA, TX 75501
Tel.: 903-255-7873

Anderson Tractor
115 CR 305
CARTHAGE, TX 75633
Tel.: 903-693-6628

Potential tariffs may cause fertilizer prices to soar
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Farmers are watching closely 

from the sidelines as a trade dispute 
between domestic and foreign pro-
ducers of urea ammonium nitrate 
(UAN) continues to play out, with 
fertilizer price increases due to anti-
dumping tariffs hanging in the bal-
ance. 

In June, American fertilizer com-
pany CF Industries alleged subsi-
dized imports from Russia, Trinidad 
and Tobago are distorting the UAN 
market, prompting the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce and U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission (ITC) to 
open anti-dumping and countervail-
ing duty investigations.

“For too long, UAN producers in 
the United States, who are among 
the most efficient in the world, have 
competed on an uneven playing field 
due to dumped and unfairly subsi-
dized imports from Russia and Trin-
idad,” Tony Will, president and CEO 
of CF Industries, said. “The duties 
we are seeking will restore fairness 
to our highly competitive industry 
and help ensure that American UAN 
producers remain a reliable source 
of fertilizers for American farmers 
for years to come.”

But the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) warns the conse-
quences of imposing any anti-dump-
ing duties on those countries, which 
together provide about 81% of UAN 
imports, would cause farm input 
costs to rise even more sharply. 

Fertilizer is projected to account 
for about 36% of operating costs for 
major commodity crops in the U.S. 
in 2022, according to AFBF. Because 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
already forecast fertilizer prices will 
rise 5% in 2022, adding any tariffs 
would cause fertilizer prices to in-
crease drastically. 

If realized, fertilizer prices from 
2018-2022 for every major U.S. field 
crop will have increased by double 
digits. AFBF said fertilizer costs per 
acre will rise 16.5% for cotton, 17.1% 
for wheat, 17.6% for peanuts, 18.1% 
for rice, 18.6% for sorghum and corn 

and 18.9% for soybeans. 
There are three primary nutri-

ents found in commercial fertilizer 
products: nitrogen, phosphate and 
potash, with nitrogen comprising 
the largest component, wrote AFBF 
Economist Veronica Nigh in a recent 
Market Intel report. 

UAN solutions are the most com-
monly used delivery materials for 
nitrogen fertilizer, accounting for 
43% of nitrogen fertilizer usage, she 
noted. Urea, anhydrous ammonia, 
ammonium sulfate and ammonium 
nitrate make up the other sources. 

“Given that UAN solutions ac-
count for 43% of nitrogen fertiliz-
ers, and nitrogen accounts for 59% 
of total fertilizer use, that means 
about 25% of operating costs can be 
attributed to UAN solutions,” Nigh 
said. “Certainly, farmers would feel 
a significant increase in UAN solu-
tion costs in their bottom line.”

Those rising input costs can make 
it even more difficult for farmers 
struggling to remain competitive in 
global markets. 

If the proposed anti-dumping 
margins drive UAN fertilizer costs 
up anywhere from 169-391% from 
Russia and 158% for Trinidad and 

Tobago plus countervailing duties, 
production costs will rise accord-
ingly for U.S. farmers, according to 
Nigh’s analysis. 

“Imports are an important part 
of the UAN supply to farmers,” she 
said. “The application of the duties 
requested by the petitioner, poten-
tially in effect for five years with the 
possibility of extension, will result 
in a constricted supply and higher 
prices for farmers for years to come, 
which would have a major impact on 
planting decisions and production.”

Last year, phosphate fertilizers  
were the target of a similar Com-
merce Department and ITC inves-
tigation. In this case, Morocco and 
Russia were the nations targeted 
in U.S. phosphate producer Mosaic 
Co.’s petition.

The Commerce Department an-
nounced affirmative countervailing 
duties on imports of phosphate fer-
tilizers from Morocco and Russia in 
February. It is not yet clear exactly 
how those tariffs have impacted 
phosphate fertilizer costs in the long 
term. 

For the latest on fertilizer issues, 
visit AFBF’s Market Intel webpage 
at fb.org/market-intel.

Fertilizer is projected to account for about 36% of operating costs for major 
field crops in the United States in 2022, according to the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. 
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E E E 
WOR LO D R ,

H R O O LO .

WHEN YOU MEASURE 
WORKLOAD IN ACREAGE,
THERE’S NO TIME TO LOSE.

THE ONE AND ONLY
BATWING®

Make quick work of the toughest jobs. The Batwing® Rotary 
Cutter’s driveline lift assistance makes hookups fast and easy. 
Rounded corners add increased maneuverability, and gearbox 
seal technology practically eliminates leaks and downtime. 
So, it’s always ready to work. Just like you.
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TEXAS AG TODAY
The only daily ag news 

podcast in Texas

A big state. And a big podcast. 

Brought to you every week day. 

Produced by the Texas Farm Bureau 
Radio Network with the largest farm 

news team in the Lone Star State.

Texas Ag Today is available on
Apple Podcasts, Amazon Music,

Google Podcasts, Spotify,
Stitcher and TuneIn.

All Texas cattle brands, marks expire Aug. 30
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
All Texas cattle brands, marks 

and tattoos are set to expire after 
Aug. 30 and must be renewed by 
Feb. 28, 2022. 

“Brand owners have a six-month 
grace period in order to re-register 
their brands, and that’s beginning 
Aug. 31 through Feb. 28, 2022,” said 
Michelle Carlile, assistant director of 
Law Enforcement, Brand and Inspec-
tion Services for the Texas & South-
western Cattle Raisers Association 
(TSCRA). “If they fail to re-register 
their brand during those six months, 
then their brand is open for anyone 
to take.”

All brands are registered through 
the county clerk’s office.

“They will need to go directly to the 
county clerk in the county where their 
livestock reside,” Carlile said. “So, if 
they have multiple ranches in differ-
ent counties, then they would need to 
go to each county clerk’s office.”

Some offices are participating in 

Texas cattle brands, marks and tattoos expire on Aug. 30 and must be renewed 
by Feb. 28, 2022. 

an online re-registration program. 
Carlile recommends contacting the 
county clerk to see if the county is 
participating. 

Brand applications and renewals 
require a drawing of the brand that 
notes the location on the animal. 

“The location of the brand is just 
as important as the brand itself,” she 
said. “You and I can have the same 
brand in the same county as long 
as the location is different. So, I can 

brand on the left hip. You can brand 
on the right hip. So, the location is 
part of the brand itself.”

Carlile said the fee varies by 
county, but the average fee is $26 
per brand. Some counties charge an 
additional $5 if the brand is on mul-
tiple locations.

Although Texas does not have a 
statewide brand registry database, 
TSCRA keeps a centralized data-
base for the association’s law en-

forcement purposes. 
“A brand is like a return address 

for the cattle. So, when the cattle 
are missing, we can find it quickly in 
our database and find out who that 
brand or who that cow belongs to,” 
Carlile said. “It also prevents theft. 
Our Special Rangers have spoke 
about when they’ve interviewed sus-
pects and the suspects have actually 
told us that they will avoid cattle 
that have brands on them and go 
for the unbranded livestock. It’s a 
good deterrent for thieves not to take 
branded cattle.”

The registration is good for 10 
years and will expire Aug. 30, 2031. 

In Texas, it’s not mandatory to 
brand livestock. 

“However, if you do brand your 
livestock, it is mandatory that you 
register the brand with the county 
clerk,” Carlile said. “Failure to do so 
is a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine up to $500.”

For more information, visit 
tscrabrands.com or call 1-800-242-
7820 to speak with the TSCRA 
Brand and Inspection Department. 
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Solar panels crop up across Texas, divide many rural communities
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Thousands of acres in Texas will 

harness the sun’s rays, but not for 
livestock or crop production. Solar 
energy development companies are 
moving into rural communities, and 
it’s dividing those who live there. 

Some landowners have agreed to 
long-term leases with the solar com-
panies, while neighbors and other 
communities across the state oppose 
the industrial facilities and are at-
tempting to stop them. 

Robert Fleming, who farms and 
ranches in Central Texas, helped or-
ganize and lead a grassroots effort to 
temporarily block the projects from 
taking area land out of agricultural 
production. 

“I’m not against solar, but when it 
comes to taking prime farmland and 
ranchland out of production, that’s 
where I get concerned,” he said. 
“These companies are very orga-
nized. They’re very professional, and 
they’ve done this across the United 
States. They’re very sneaky. They 
come into our communities, and 
they separate family. They separate 
friends. They separate neighbors 
with a dollar bill, and that’s what re-
ally bothers me the most. They know 
that no one can compete with that 
kind of money, because we’re in a de-
pressed agricultural economy.”

The solar company’s project de-
cision came down to Troy ISD and 
whether the school district would ap-
prove a tax abatement under Chapter 
313, which is an economic develop-
ment program within the state’s tax 
code allowing taxable property value 
to be traded for promised job creation. 
It’s a tool long-used by school districts. 

Fleming, several landowners and 
concerned citizens spoke out against 
the abatement and met with State 
Rep. Hugh Shine, Troy ISD school 
board officials, county commission-
ers and community leaders. 

“We gave them packets of stuff, 
and we tried to inform them the best 
we could through the packets and 
also through emails and telephone 
calls,” Fleming said. “We stayed vigi-

Construction is underway on a several thousand-acre solar farm in the rural 
community of Otto, about 30 miles outside of Waco. 

The “Say ‘NO’ to Solar Farms” signs can be found across Central Texas.

lant. The closer the vote came, the 
more aggressive we got—but in a 
professional way.”

Their efforts proved successful. 
Troy ISD voted down the solar proj-
ect abatement proposal by a 6-1 vote. 

The solar company issued a state-
ment to a media outlet saying, “This 
decision by Troy ISD could eliminate 
opportunities for local private land-
owners and that county at-large, in-
cluding over $36 million in tax pay-
ments to Bell County and Troy ISD.”

A bill that would extend the 
Chapter 313 tax abatement program 
failed in the Texas Legislature ear-
lier this year. Fleming believes the 
reason many solar companies are 
trying to push projects through right 
now is because the tax abatement 
program expires Dec. 31, 2022. 

Texas Farm Bureau’s current pol-
icy is supportive of legislation and 
incentives to develop farm-based re-
newable energy such as solar, wind 
and biogas projects. However, mem-
bers recognize a need to study the 
cumulative impacts to agricultural 
land values and electrical markets 
that result from incentive programs 
such as local tax abatements. 

The position reflects division and 
concern among some members.

Other property owners, however, 
welcome the solar projects. Solar 
companies are offering lucrative leas-
es, around $450 to $1,200 per acre 
per year with incremental increases. 
The leases range from 20-40 years, 
with the option for additional long-
term renewals. 

The steady income can help 

smooth out the financial roller coast-
er of growing crops and raising live-
stock, and there’s no cost to the land-
owner for “raising” solar panels. 

“Money’s intoxicating,” Fleming 
said.

Acres of Texas farmland are shift-
ing from traditional crops to solar 
farming. One of the limits, though, 
is distance to the electrical grid. It’s 
costly to build a connection to trans-
mission lines. 

But the solar industry continues 
to grow across the country as tech-
nology and materials get cheaper, 
and federal tax credits further cut 
the cost of developing solar projects. 

When thousands of acres are tak-
en out of production, however, critics 
say it will affect area businesses and 
the Lone Star State’s total agricul-
tural production. 

“How many people are tied to ag-
riculture, to that land, and depend 
on it? It’s not just the producer. It’s 
the fertilizer company, chemical 
salesmen, feed companies, insur-
ance company, tractor implement 

companies, trucking, on and on and 
on. There’s a lot of people tied to that 
land,” Fleming said. 

The change in landscape can also 
alter rural communities. 

Critics say development of these 
projects stresses rural infrastruc-
ture. Farm-to-market and county 
roads built for occasional heavy 
loads are subjected to an onslaught 
of heavy machines and loaded gravel 
trucks. Crop fields and pastures once 
lush with livestock and new growth 
are covered with rock and guarded 
by chain-link fences topped with ra-
zor wire. 

It’s an unusual look after decades 
of agricultural production.

But scenarios like the one in Troy 
are playing out across the state as 
solar is the fastest-growing source of 
electricity in Texas.

Clean energy advocates and regu-
lators, along with landowners, sup-
port the renewable energy source, 
but many farmers and ranchers are 
wary of the massive new installa-
tions moving into their communities. 

“We’re getting eaten up every day 
by urbanization. Now, we have to 
deal with solar leases,” Fleming said. 

What does the future hold for 
Fleming and his family? 

He’ll continue to grow crops and 
raise cattle alongside his wife, son, 
daughter and son-in-law as long as 
he can, fighting to save a way of life. 

And it remains to be seen how 
many solar panels will sprout across 
the state, creaking occasionally as 
they pivot to follow the sun across 
the sky. 
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USDA announces $500 million to expand meat processing capacity

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) announced a $500 mil-
lion investment to expand beef, pork 
and poultry processing capacity, as 
well as increase competition in meat 
and poultry processing.

It’s another effort by the Biden 
administration to increase competi-
tion in agricultural markets.

“The COVID-19 pandemic led to 
massive disruption for growers, food 
workers and consumers alike. It ex-
posed a food system that was rigid, 
consolidated and fragile. Meanwhile, 
those growing, processing and pre-
paring our food are earning less each 
year in a system that rewards size 
over all else,” Secretary of Agricul-
ture Tom Vilsack said. “The invest-
ments USDA will make in expanding 
meat and poultry capacity, along with 
restoration of the Packers and Stock-
yards Act, will begin to level the play-
ing field for farmers and ranchers.”

The funds will be distributed 
through the American Rescue Plan.

“This is a once-in-a-generation op-
portunity to transform the food sys-
tem, so it is more resilient to shocks, 
delivers greater value to growers 
and workers, and offers consumers 
an affordable selection of healthy 
food produced and sourced locally 
and regionally by farmers and pro-
cessors from diverse backgrounds,” 
Vilsack said. “I am confident USDA’s 
investments in expanded capacity 
will spur millions more in leveraged 
funding from the private sector and 
state and local partners as our ef-
forts gain traction across the coun-
try.”

States with large agricultural in-
dustries are eyeing the potential to 
help farmers and ranchers.

“We appreciate USDA for taking 
steps to address market challenges 
and provide greater flexibility for 
all farmers and ranchers to be com-
petitive in today’s economy,” TFB 

National Legislative Director Lara-
mie Adams said. “We are reviewing 
the details of the announcement to 
ensure it helps create a more finan-
cially sustainable environment for 
livestock producers.”

USDA will use the $500 million 
to provide grants, loans and techni-
cal assistance to build and expand 
processing facilities that will create 
a more competitive market for meat 
processing in the U.S.

USDA issued a Request for In-
formation to solicit public input on 
the strategy to improve meat and 
poultry processing infrastructure. 
The agency will hold targeted stake-
holder meetings and other public 
engagement to learn more and gain 
feedback on the strategy.

The agency also plans to distrib-
ute $150 million to help get existing 
small and very small processing fa-
cilities through the COVID-19 pan-
demic, creating new rules for Prod-
uct of USA labels and making new 

markets accessible to livestock pro-
ducers.

Of the $150 million, $55 million 
will be available in Meat and Poul-
try Inspection Readiness Grants and 
$100 million will be used to reduce 
the financial burdens of overtime in-
spection fees for these plants.

Right to repair executive order urges competition in agribusinesses
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Farmers and ranchers should 

have the right to repair their own 
equipment without going through 
dealerships or manufacturers, ac-
cording to U.S. President Joe Biden.

In a wide-sweeping executive or-
der, he directed the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) to draft rules lim-
iting farm equipment manufactur-
ers’ ability to prevent owners from 
repairing their own equipment or 
using independent repair shops. Also 
included were directives to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture regard-
ing livestock markets and expanding 
meat processing capacity.

“Consolidation in the agricul-
tural industry is making it too hard 
for small family farms to survive. 
Farmers are squeezed between con-
centrated market power in the ag-
ricultural input industries—seed, 
fertilizer, feed and equipment suppli-
ers—and concentrated market power 
in the channels for selling agricul-

tural products,” Biden wrote in the 
executive order. “As a result, farm-
ers’ share of the value of their agri-
cultural products has decreased, and 
poultry farmers, hog farmers, cattle 
ranchers and other agricultural 
workers struggle to retain autonomy 
and to make sustainable returns.”

Currently, some tractor manufac-
turers, including John Deere, AGCO 
Corp. and CNH Industrial, prevent 
third-party repairs through propri-
etary repair tools and software.

Farmers, agricultural organiza-
tions and 32 state governments have 
argued for years that increasing 
technology in farm equipment also 
enabled manufacturers to restrict 
an owner’s ability to repair their 
own equipment.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF) and Texas Farm Bureau 
support the right to repair.

“Farmers increasingly rely on 
the latest technology as they grow 
healthy, affordable food. Business 
purchases—from robotic milkers to 

high-tech combines—require a sub-
stantial investment, and when those 
tools break down, farmers need to get 
back up and running quickly,” AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall said. “Limit-
ing who can work on a piece of ma-
chinery drives up costs and increases 
down-time. Ensuring farmers have 
the ability to perform cost-effective 
repairs on their own equipment will 
keep America’s farms running and fi-
nancially sustainable.”

In response to the White House’s 
announcement, major manufactur-
ers and industry representation 
groups, such as the Association of 
Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 
and the Equipment Dealers Associa-
tion (EDA), said they already allow 
owners to repair their equipment 
and provide information to support 
those owners. These groups contend 
those supporting right-to-repair leg-
islation are seeking to bypass gov-
ernment-mandated safety and en-
vironmental devices and systems to 
modify performance of the machines 

beyond safe operating limits.
In 2018, AEM and EDA created 

a statement of principles promising 
manuals, product guides, product 
service trainings, on-board diagnos-
tics, fleet management information, 
electronic field diagnostic service 
tools and training to use them would 
be available to end users for purchase 
or lease through authorized dealers 
at “fair and reasonable terms.”

A statement released by EDA 
President and CEO Kim Rominger 
said most dealers already support 
their customers’ right to repair. He 
noted executive orders are not leg-
islation but are directives from the 
president to a federal agency, which 
is subject to a rule-making process.

Although several elements of the 
executive order were given a set pe-
riod to be implemented, Biden left it 
up to the FTC to develop a timeline 
for developing any new regulations 
regarding “unfair anticompetitive 
restrictions on third-party repair or 
self-repair of items.”
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Signup deadline 
approaches for 
TFB campaign 
seminar 

Texans who are interested in run-
ning for a political or public office are 
invited to participate in Texas Farm 
Bureau’s (TFB) Campaign Seminar 
Sept. 29-30 in Waco.

The campaign seminar gives a 
manageable, realistic overview of 
what potential candidates can ex-
pect before, during and after the 
campaign process.

Topics covered include evaluating 
the candidate and electorate, select-
ing a campaign theme and issues, 
campaign structure, role of a cam-
paign manager, budgets, identifying 
voters, using polls, Election Day ac-
tivities and much more.

The campaign seminar will be 
held at TFB’s Conference and Train-
ing Center in Waco. 

Registration is $100 per candi-
date and $100 per spouse or cam-
paign manager attending alone.

If the spouse or campaign manag-
er is attending with the candidate, 
the cost is $60. One $40 member dis-
count per candidate is available for 
those with a current TFB member-
ship.

Participants must register by 
Aug. 30. 

To register, visit https://texas-
farmbureau.org and select the blue 
bar titled “Campaign Seminar” on 
the home page. 

For more information or ques-
tions, contact TFB Associate Director 
of Government Affairs Billy Howe at 
bhowe@txfb.org or 254-751-2208.

Find yourescape
As a local cooperative, we share our profits with the Texans we serve. Since 2006, we’ve 
returned almost $2 billion in combined cash and allocated equities to our members 
through our cooperative returns program. So, when you’re ready to secure a loan for
that perfect retreat, try a partnership that really pays. Together we’re better.

NMLS493828  |  877.944.5500  |  capitalfarmcredit.com
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Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com b l o w  

pa s t 
s u m m e r
c l e a n i n g
ƒ

HSA 45
HEDGE TRIMMER
Includes charger and built-in battery.

"Light weight and easy to use." 

- Haefdh

BATTERY
BG 50
HANDHELD BLOWER

"Powerful and lightweight." 

- Kevin2376

FS 40 C-E
TRIMMER

"This trimmer is a great value." 

- Alwaysstihlin

16" bar†

CHAIN SAW
MS 170

"It starts easily and runs great." 

- Dick44

** *

stihldealers.comAll prices are BME-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. *Built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and 
components. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based upon which powerhead it is 
installed.  Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. © 2021 STIHL

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

Bill introduced to reform Endangered Species Act
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Congress created the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) in 1973 to help 
prevent species of fish, wildlife and 
plants with critically low population 
levels from becoming extinct.

While that remains the end goal 
of legislators and federal govern-
ment agencies, U.S. Rep. August 
Pfluger, who represents Texas’ Con-
gressional District 11, said the ESA 
needs to be modernized to prevent it 
from being weaponized against the 
agriculture and energy sectors.

“Extreme environmental groups 
wield the outdated Endangered Spe-
cies Act as a weapon,” he said. “They 
use it against agriculture. They use 
it against energy. We’ve seen this 
play out numerous times in my dis-
trict, which includes the Permian 
Basin, with past attempts to list the 
sagebrush lizard and current threats 
from the Biden administration to 
list the lesser prairie-chicken.”

To combat groups using the ESA 

to hinder those industries, Pfluger 
introduced the Listing Reform Act.

The bill introduces what he calls 
“commonsense protections” for en-
dangered species while preventing 
overregulation. The federal govern-
ment also would be required to ana-
lyze the actual costs of ESA listings 
on communities and critical indus-
tries.

“This takes input from stakehold-
ers and does what all of us in the 
agriculture business have been do-
ing for generations—which is truly 
conserve and preserve,” Pfluger said. 
“It takes into account what folks are 
thinking and how they believe the 
species should be dealt with. There’s 
no one closer to the issue than land-
owners.”

He felt it necessary to draft the 
legislation in response to “green 
agendas” being promoted by Demo-
cratic lawmakers, he said in an in-
terview with the Texas Farm Bureau  
(TFB) Radio Network. Currently, 
there are eight other members of 

Congress cosponsoring the bill, in-
cluding Texas Reps. Michael Bur-
gess and Ronny Jackson.

The bill was written after host-
ing meetings and gathering input 
from organizations, stakeholders and 
agencies, Pfluger noted. Protecting 
endangered species remains the end 
goal, but through the lens of common 
sense.

Numerous stakeholders across 
the agriculture and energy indus-
tries, including TFB, support the 
proposal.

“TFB appreciates Congressman 
August Pfluger for introducing the 
Listing Reform Act, which creates 
commonsense solutions to stream-
line the Endangered Species Act,” 
TFB President Russell Boening 
said. “Easing regulatory burdens on 
farmers, ranchers and landowners 
has long been a priority for Farm 
Bureau, and we are proud Con-
gressman Pfluger is working to help 
achieve this critically important 
goal. TFB looks forward to working 

with him and other leaders of Con-
gress to pass this legislation.”

In addition to TFB, the Texas & 
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Asso-
ciation, Permian Basin Petroleum 
Association, National Endangered 
Species Act Reform Coalition and 
Texas Cattle Feeders Association 
have voiced their support.

U.S. Rep. August Pfluger toured Texas 
farms and ranches earlier this year to 
learn about issues facing agriculture, 
including the Endangered Species 
Act.
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SO MANY OPTIONS.

VERSATILITY
NEVER HAD 
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0.9% for 72 Months*

0.9% for 72 Months*
GET MORE CONVENIENCE AND COMFORT
DURING THE HARVEST DAYS SALES EVENT. 
New Holland compact tractors are roomy, easy to operate and powerful enough 
for everyday jobs or weekend-warrior projects. Many select models from 24 to 55 
gross hp  are on sale now. See your New Holland dealer today for more details.
Hurry, offer ends September 30, 2021. Stop by today or visit nhoffers.com. 

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND 

EQUIP. INC.
800-717-3157

www.collinstractorande-
quipment.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576

wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381

wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, 

INC.
361-573-2497

victoriafarmeq.com

USDA plans to review ‘Product of USA’ meat label
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) plans to review the use 
of “Product of USA” language fea-
tured on meat labels. 

In a statement, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack commend-
ed the Federal Trade Commission  
(FTC) for strengthening protec-
tions for American consumers and 
planned to complement those efforts 
through an agency initiative on la-
beling for products regulated by the 
USDA Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS), which inspects meat, 
poultry, eggs and catfish products in-
tended for human consumption.

“American consumers depend 
upon accurate, transparent labels to 
obtain important information about 
the food they consume. American 
farmers and ranchers depend upon 
those same labels to convey informa-
tion about their products that con-
sumers value and demand,” Vilsack 

said in a statement. “We have taken 
note of the many comments submit-
ted to USDA and the FTC regarding 
meat labeling and understand that 
the current Product of USA label on 
meat products may no longer effec-
tively serve either of those purposes 
to the detriment of consumers, pro-
ducers and fair and competitive mar-
kets.”

After a long trade dispute between 
the U.S., Mexico and Canada, the 
World Trade Organization ordered 

the U.S. to repeal mandatory coun-
try-of-origin labeling on beef and 
pork in 2015. Since then, muscle cuts 
and ground beef or pork processed or 
repackaged in the U.S. may carry a 
label saying Product of USA even if 
the meat is from animals raised and/
or harvested in other countries.

That label is voluntary and does 
not require source verification, 
which many agricultural organiza-
tions said is harmful to farmers and 
ranchers, as well as consumers.

Last year, USDA announced it 
would conduct its own rulemaking 
process to address concerns that vol-
untary Product of USA labeling con-
fuses consumers about the origin of 
FSIS-regulated products.

“After considering the many com-
ments received by the FTC and 
USDA on this issue, we are ini-
tiating a top-to-bottom review of 
the Product of USA label that will, 
among other things, help us to de-
termine what that label means to 
consumers,” Vilsack said. “I am com-
mitted to ensuring that the Product 
of USA label reflects what a plain 
understanding of those terms means 
to U.S. consumers.”

In Texas, the top cattle-raising 
state in the nation, the news was 
met with optimism.

“Our members are pleased with 
the announcement that USDA will 
be addressing this, and that actually 
falls right in line with our organi-
zational policy on the topic,” Tracy 
Tomascik, Texas Farm Bureau as-
sociate director of Commodity and 
Regulatory Activities, said. 

USDA plans to review “Product of USA” language featured on meat labels.

H-2A Guest Workers
could be your solution!

We understand the nature of your
business and the importance of a

Arnulfo Hinojosa
Vice President

ahinojosa@FEWAglobal.org
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Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

We are proud to offer exclusive 
savings to Farm Bureau®

members and be the official 
truck of the Farm Bureau’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers.

ON ELIGIBLE NEW MAVERICK, RANGER, F-150 OR SUPER DUTY ®

FORD  SUPER DUTY® FORD  F-150 FORD  RANGER ® FORD  MAVERICK

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus 
Cash on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2020/2021/2022 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is 
not available on F-150 Lightning, F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction 
with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. 
Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized 
Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications 
and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.
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Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

AMARILLO
GENE MESSER FORD OF AMARILLO

806-355-7471
www.messerfordamarillo.com

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC.

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DENISON
BLAKE UTTER FORD

903-465-5671
www.blakeutterford.net

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-421-0989
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA

940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MCKINNEY
BOB TOMES FORD

214-544-5001
www.bobtomesford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD

979-743-4111
www.chuckbrownford.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD

254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.

254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com

WINNSBORO
TEXAS COUNTRY FORD

903-342-3700
www.texascountryford.com
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Family’s ranching heritage at stake in inheritance tax battle

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

At 84 years old, Melville Steub-
ing has been involved in ranching 
since he could walk. And his family’s 
ranching heritage runs even deeper. 

From the first year his German 
immigrant ancestors set foot on 
Texas ground in the 1840s until 
today, there has never been a time 
when the Steubings were not in-
volved in agriculture. 

But everything he and his ances-
tors have worked to pass on to fu-
ture generations may be lost forever, 
thanks to devastating inheritance 
tax proposals being considered in 
Congress. 

Having spent 25 years as an In-
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) agent, 
Steubing is no stranger to the Amer-
ican tax code. The current proposals 
included in President Joe Biden’s 
proposed fiscal year 2022 budget 
are some of the worst ideas he’s ever 
seen. 

“I’m scared and really afraid that 
if they pass these tax laws, the unin-
tended consequences will cause a lot 
of ranch families to have to sell,” he 
said. “If they do this, my daughters 
will not be able to keep our property.” 

Through his American Fami-
lies Plan, Biden proposed ending 
the step up in basis for gains upon 
death, raising capital gains taxes 
and deeming death and gifts as 
transactions, among other changes.  

A ranch family’s heritage
As the youngest son of a large 

family, Steubing grew up hunting 
and ranching on a large spread in 
Converse, northeast of San Antonio. 
Despite the large parcels of land as-
sociated with the family name, times 
were tough. 

Steubing said he took account-
ing courses and obtained his teach-
ing certificate so he would always 
have three different ways to earn 
an income: farming, accounting and 
teaching. 

During school, he met Cinda How-
ard, who had a similar background 
growing up on a family ranch in Iola. 
They married after graduating from 

Sam Houston State University and 
began raising their own family while 
helping with their family’s ranches. 

“At first, I had to have another job 
just to ranch, before I inherited or 
bought land on my own. I worked in 
the daytime for the IRS with a suit 
on. I’d come home, jump in my blue 
jeans, and we’d go ranching and feed 
cattle in the evenings,” he said. “We 
worked as hard as we could, and we 
got to where we are now with some 
inherited property plus investment 
property and reinvesting into land 
whenever we could.”

Melville and Cinda’s love for 
ranching flows in the veins of their 
children. Their daughter and son-
in-law, Beverly and Gary Box, have 
managed the Steubings’ Carrizo 
Springs operation since 1983. They 
also bought their own property 
where they have a cattle and deer-
breeding operation and grow hay. 
Three years ago, they began leasing 
Beverly’s parents’ property and now 
make all management decisions and 
oversee daily operations.

A family’s 
future in jeopardy

The Steubings plan to leave their 
properties to their daughters when 
they pass so they can continue the 
family’s ranching heritage. But 
Biden’s tax proposals have them ex-
tremely concerned that future gen-

erations’ inheritances may be gob-
bled up by taxation. 

Right now, Steubing explained, 
when a person dies, the decedent’s 
property, or estate, is valued at the 
date of death. 

The heirs, who are charged an es-
tate tax up to a top tax rate of 40%, 
receive a step up in basis on the value 
of the assets. If the assets have ap-
preciated between the time when 
they were originally purchased and 

when the heir inherits, the basis is 
stepped up to fair market value with-
out incurring any capital gains taxes. 

If an heir inherited property that 
was given a fair market value of $2.2 
million and sold that property for 
$2.2 million, under current law, they 
will not pay any capital gains taxes. 

But Biden’s proposal would elimi-
nate the step up in basis and instead 
shift inherited property to a “car-
ryover” basis. Instead of allowing 
an heir to step up basis to current 
value, they would take on the basis 
of the property when it was acquired 
by the decedent. 

In the same scenario, an heir with 
an inherited property purchased at 
$200,000 that is now worth $2.2 mil-
lion who sold the property would owe 
capital gains taxes on $2 million. 

This is a common situation when 
land has been passed down through 
generations, Steubing noted. Land 
was often purchased for much less 
than its value today, even accounting 
for inflation. In Texas, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Land Values 
Summary data indicate cropland 
values have changed 201% from 
1997 to 2020.

“The stepped-up basis doesn’t 
make that much difference if you 
keep the land or house or whatever 
you inherited forever. If it’s worth 
$1,000 or $1 million, it doesn’t mat-
ter. You’re not selling anything, so 
there’s no capital gain,” he said. “But 
if you ever have to sell some of the 
land to finance a new piece of equip-
ment or to buy some more cattle, los-
ing that step up in basis would real-
ly make a lot of difference. It would 
likely coincide with a much higher 
tax on the capital gains. So, it’s mul-
tiplying taxes tremendously on one 
transaction.”

That’s because the Biden admin-
istration indicated it would tax capi-
tal gains for “high-income earners” 
at ordinary rates. In the situation 
of the heir with the $2 million car-
ryover basis, that gain would count 
toward their adjusted gross income 
(AGI), possibly pushing them above 
a $1 million AGI cap. The heir would 

Melville and Cinda Steubing plan to pass on their Carrizo Springs ranch to 
their children, but inheritance tax proposals could change that. 

Beverly Box walks the fence line over 
the Carrizo Springs ranch that she 
manages with her husband, Gary. 
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then have to pay ordinary income 
tax rates of up to 37% on the capital 
gain. The current top capital gains 
tax is 20%. 

Despite Biden’s explanation that 
raising capital gains taxes would 
only impact the wealthy, it would af-
fect more family-owned farms and 
ranches. In 2018, according to IRS 
data, nearly 40% of family farms and 
ranches reported some capital gains 
or losses, compared to about 14% of 
average individual taxpayers. 

Another issue at stake is deeming 
death a “transaction.” 

Adding to the example provided, 
the heir whose property was pur-
chased for $200,000 and worth $2.2 
million would now have to pay capi-
tal gains taxes on the $2 million gain, 
despite no actual sale occurring. 

The situation seems unconstitu-
tional to Steubing. 

“Deeming death as a sale or trans-
action would be awful. It would force 
people to sell. It’s one of the worst 
things that could ever happen,” he 
said. “How is it fair when you have 
property 64 years, like this land 
here in Carrizo Springs that my dad 
bought, and you have to pay the dif-
ference between the $100 per acre it 
was purchased for and the $2,000 or 
$3,000 an acre it’s valued at now and 
not even have a sale? Where do you 
get the money to pay for that?”

The value of many farms and 
ranches is tied up in land, equip-
ment and livestock, he noted. Most 

families don’t have the money need-
ed to pay those capital gains taxes 
and would be forced to liquidate. 

“The bad part is what this will 
do to the agricultural industry. If 
you own stock in a company, you 
can sell whatever stock you need 
to pay taxes,” Steubing said. “But 
here, you disrupt the whole industry. 
Many family businesses have higher 
markups or can adjust their sales. 
Farmers and ranchers are price-tak-
ers. We’re on the end where we can’t 
control anything.”

He worries about who will be 
there to purchase the floundering 
family farms and ranches, should 
the tax changes come to pass. The 
executives at big tech firms? Invest-
ment firms? Foreign sources? Devel-
opers? He wonders who will be left 
to grow and raise food. 

“The family farm and ranch 
wouldn’t exist anymore,” he said. 

An uncertain way forward
If the tax proposals were enacted, 

it would “destroy” the Steubings’ 
ranches. 

“And now, if after we all put all 
this effort in—me, all my grandpar-
ents and parents, my wife and her 
daddy and all her ancestors—we’ve 
worked very hard to get to this point 
to where we can actually have an 
income without needing to have 
another job. But if they enact these 
taxes, my daughters will not be able 
to keep the property,” Steubing said. 
“My daughters and their children 

would have to work from scratch 
with what little we would have left 
and have extra jobs to try to build 
it back up to where it was, and they 
could probably never get that far 
with land prices and inputs being 
what they are these days.”

Although there are many chal-
lenges ahead, Steubing is adamant 
he has no plans to quit ranching or 
sell land before his daughters inherit.

He urged anyone with a farm, 
ranch or small business to contact 
their legislators and let them know 
how detrimental this legislation will 
be to their operations. Although the 
impact may vary, farms and ranches 
of every size will be affected. 

“All I want to tell everybody is to 
please fight this. It is a matter of life 
and death for farmers and ranch-
ers,” he said. “I’ve seen how bad tax 
laws can affect people.”

Farm Bureau advocacy
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) and 

the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion continue discuss the detrimen-
tal impacts of the tax proposals with 
lawmakers. 

In June, Republican leaders of the 
Select Revenue Measures Subcom-
mittee of the U.S. House Committee 
on Ways and Means held a meeting 
to discuss ramifications of changes 
to inheritance tax codes on family-
owned farms, ranches and small 
businesses.

TFB District 1 State Director Pat 
McDowell testified before the com-
mittee, sharing how the tax propos-
als would personally affect his fam-
ily’s farm and ranch. 

TFB encourages members to con-
tact congressional leaders to ask for 
continuation of stepped-up basis and 
not to impose capital gains taxes at 
death. 

More information is available at 
texasfarmbureau.org/advocacy/voter-
voice. 

Gary and Beverly Box, son-in-law and daughter of Melville and Cinda 
Steubing, have been overseeing the Carrizo Springs ranch since 1983. Courtesy 
photo.

Melville can trace ranching back several generations on both sides of his 
family. His mother, Ella Tampke Steubing (center), grew up on a family ranch 
in Bexar County. Courtesy photo.

The Steubing and Box families grow irrigated hay for their commercial cattle 
and cow-calf operations. 
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USDA pandemic assistance available for timber harvesters, haulers

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) is providing up to $200 
million to provide relief to timber 
harvesting and timber hauling busi-
nesses that have experienced losses 
due to COVID-19 as part of USDA’s 
Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
initiative. 

Loggers and truckers can apply 
for assistance through USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). Applications 
will be accepted through  Oct. 15.

The Pandemic Assistance for 
Timber Harvesters and Haulers 
program (PATHH) is administered 
by FSA in partnership with the U.S. 

Forest Service.
The Consolidated Appropriations 

Act of 2021 authorized this critical 
assistance for the timber industry. 

Timber harvesting and hauling 
businesses that have experienced a 
gross revenue loss of at least 10% 
during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 
1, 2020 compared to the period of 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019 are encour-
aged to apply.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB), along 
with other state Farm Bureaus and 
the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, communicated with USDA 
about the need for COVID-19 assis-

tance for the timber industry. 
“Loggers and haulers are an es-

sential part of agricultural pro-
duction and our state’s economy,” 
Laramie Adams, TFB national leg-
islative director, said. “An increase 
in demand for lumber sent prices 
skyrocketing, but the price paid for 
the raw product—timber—fell dras-
tically. Loggers and haulers were hit 
hard by the pandemic and supply 
chain issues. Many were, and still 
are, facing tough decisions, but this 
latest announcement can help pro-
vide some much-needed assistance. 
They play an essential and criti-
cal role in our economy that’s built 
around the value-added goods of the 
timber industry.”

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, 
along with eight other U.S. senators, 
also advocated for timber assistance 
through USDA. They wrote a letter in 
February asking USDA to recognize 
commercial timber harvesting and 
hauling to be eligible for assistance 
through pandemic aid programs.

Program details
To be eligible for payments, indi-

viduals or legal entities must be a 
timber harvesting or timber hauling 
business where 50% or more of its 
gross revenue is derived from one or 
more of the following: cutting timber, 
transporting timber, processing of 
wood on-site on the forest land (chip-
ping, grinding, converting to biochar, 

cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).
Payments will be based on the 

applicant’s gross revenue received 
from Jan. 1, 2019 through Dec. 1, 
2019, minus gross revenue received 
from Jan. 1, 2020 through Dec. 1, 
2020, multiplied by 80%. 

FSA will issue an initial payment 
equal to the lesser of the calculated 
payment amount or $2,000 as appli-
cations are approved. 

A second payment will be made 
after the signup period has ended 
based upon remaining PATHH funds.

The maximum amount that a per-
son or legal entity may receive di-
rectly is $125,000.

Applying for assistance
Loggers and truckers can apply 

for PATHH through Oct. 15 by com-
pleting form FSA-1118, Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters 
and Haulers Program application, 
and certifying their gross revenue 
for 2019 and 2020 on the application. 

Additional documentation may be 
required. 

Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more 
information on how to apply.

Applications can be submitted to 
the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. 
Loggers and truckers can also call 
877-508-8364 to speak directly with 
a USDA employee ready to offer as-
sistance.

Loggers and haulers can apply for pandemic assistance through USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency. Applications will be accepted through Oct. 15. 
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Students grow understanding of agriculture through TFB programs
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
The upcoming school year brings 

new opportunities to grow an un-
derstanding of agriculture in Texas 
classrooms through several Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) programs.

“Our Agriculture in the Class-
room programs bring the world of 
agriculture to young minds and 
helps students of all grades learn 
more about their food, fiber and 
fuel,” said Jordan Walker, TFB as-
sociate director of Organization, 
Educational Outreach. “The lesson 
plans, guided activities, virtual re-
sources and classroom programs 
are designed to meet Texas teaching 
standards and connect agriculture 
to what students are already learn-
ing in the classroom.”

Among the resources available to 
teachers are the Learning from the 
Ground Up Garden Grant program, 
Farm From School program, lessons 
plans and short videos with compan-
ion guided activities.  

Garden grant
Students can dig into agriculture 

through TFB’s Learning from the 
Ground Up Garden Grant program. 

The grant was created to support 
schools as they teach students about 
the sources of their food, fiber and 
fuel.

Qualifying projects provide stu-
dents with hands-on, experiential 
learning about agriculture through 
the funding of a new garden project 
or improvements to an existing gar-
den or greenhouse. Aquaponic and 
hydroponic systems are eligible if 
they are used to teach youth about 

food production.
Grants may be requested from 

TFB for up to $500, and Walker said 
some county Farm Bureaus offer 
matching funds.

To be eligible, the applicant must 
be a teacher or administrator of any 
Texas PK-12 school, either public or 
private. Parent Teacher Associations 
or other organizations may apply 
when the project works directly with 
a specific school or classroom and 
engages students.

Agricultural concepts must be 
used in instruction. Preference will 
be given to projects that directly en-
gage students in a hands-on agricul-
tural experience. The project must 
be science-based in nature to receive 
consideration.

All applications must include a 
timeline of the project, a list of com-
munity partners and a detailed bud-
get with estimated expenses.

Applications must be submitted 
by noon on Oct. 22. 

Farm From School
Students can virtually visit farms 

and ranches from their classrooms 

through TFB’s Farm From School 
program. 

This is the second semester for 
the program, which aims to show 
students in kindergarten through 
third grade the diversity of Texas 
agriculture. 

Classes will virtually meet with 
Texas producers once a month 
from September through December. 
Planned dates and topics will be an-
nounced on the Ag in the Classroom 
webpage later this month. 

Throughout the semester, stu-
dents will participate in lessons in-
corporating agriculture and learn 
more about agricultural concepts in-
troduced through the virtual meet-
ings. 

Registration for the fall semester 
closes at noon on Sept. 3. 

Lesson plans
Agriculture can come to life in 

classrooms across the state, thanks 
to TFB’s interactive lesson plans 
and virtual resources. 

The curriculum available online 
explores concepts like sustainabil-
ity, technology and science. The les-
sons also aim to stimulate thought-
ful conversations about innovations 
on farms and ranches, supply and 
demand and challenges that face 
agriculture. 

Short videos and guided activi-
ties bring the farm to the classroom 
and grow a deeper understanding of 
agriculture. 

Also available to teachers is the 
Agriculture in the Classroom Cur-
riculum Matrix, which gives teach-
ers access to over 400 lessons that 

incorporate agricultural concepts 
across all subjects and grade levels. 

The lessons meet the TEKS stan-
dards set by the state. 

Outstanding Ag in the 
Classroom Teacher application 

Each year, TFB awards one teach-
er the Agriculture in the Classroom 
Outstanding Teacher Award. 

This award is presented to the 
teacher for their innovative, multi-
disciplined and continued efforts 
to teach students about the impor-
tance of agriculture. 

A county Farm Bureau must nom-
inate the teacher. 

Certified teachers who actively 
teach about agriculture in PK-12 
grade classrooms are eligible for the 
award. They can teach any subject 
or content area, with the exception 
of vocational agriculture. Previous 
winners of the award are not eligible. 
Teachers who have been previously 
nominated but weren’t selected may 
be nominated again.

Interested teachers who qualify 
can contact their county Farm Bu-
reau office to learn more about be-
ing nominated. 

The application is due Sept. 20. 
Additional Resources

TFB has resources and materials 
available for teachers to purchase. 
Items include classroom sets, hard-
back books, bookmarks and coloring 
books. 

More than 70 videos are available 
for classroom use, including har-
vest footage, crop-specific videos and 
“Meet a Farmer” videos. 

Links to the National Agricul-
ture in the Classroom Organization, 
American Farm Bureau Foundation 
for Agriculture and other programs 
can be found on TFB’s Ag in the 
Classroom webpage. 

More information
Information on the Ag in the 

Classroom programs, lessons and 
materials, as well as the Outstand-
ing Ag in the Classroom Teacher 
application, can be found online at 
https://texasfarmbureau.org/aitc. 

For questions, contact Walker at 
254-751-2569 or edoutreach@txfb.org. 

Students and teachers get to virtually connect with farmers and ranchers 
and see the diversity of agricultural production in Texas through the Farm 
From School program. 

The garden grant program provides students hands-on learning experiences 
for a better understanding of food and fiber production. 
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Senate Ag Committee held hearing on cattle markets, transparency

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 
held a hearing in late June on ex-
amining markets, transparency and 
pricing from cattle raisers to con-
sumers.

“Though we are moving beyond 
the havoc wreaked by COVID-19, 
new challenges are now confront-
ing this industry. The past two years 
have been some of the most difficult 
this sector has ever experienced,” 
Sen. John Boozman, ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Ag Committee, 
said in his opening statement of the 
hearing. “We must carefully consid-
er reforms in response to the excep-
tional black-swan events that have 
occurred since 2019, and the conse-
quences, both intended and unin-
tended, of such actions.”

Ranchers and other stakeholders 
have been left questioning whether 
current market conditions allow 
for adequate price discovery for fed 
cattle and the effect a smaller cash 
market could have throughout the 
supply chain, he said.

Worsening drought in the west-
ern half of the U.S., input costs, la-
bor shortages, export challenges and 

regulatory overreach were all cited 
by Boozman as other factors that 
may be impacting the situation.

In her opening remarks, Senate 
Ag Committee Chairwoman Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow suggested impacts 
in the beef cattle supply chain may 
also be attributed to consolidation 
among meatpackers.

“[The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s] (USDA’s) Packers and Stock-
yards Division data show that four 
companies account for 85% of fed 
cattle slaughter. With fewer com-
panies—and more foreign-owned 
companies—controlling more of the 
marketplace, there is a widening gap 
between those giant players and the 
small- and medium-sized processors 
that many local farmers and ranch-
ers count on,” she said.

Stakeholders representing sev-
eral sectors of the industry testified 
before the committee. Two ranchers, 
two academics and an animal pro-
tein analyst for a major agricultural 
and food sector financier presented 
testimony explaining their perspec-
tives and outlined steps that could 
be taken to resolve current issues.

Many cautioned the lawmakers 
proposed legislation intended to help 
cattle ranchers may do more harm 

than good, while others contended 
the current cattle trade system is 
broken beyond repair and must be 
corrected through governmental 
oversight.

Regulations and legislation would 
have the unintended consequence of 
hurting value-based marketing, ac-
cording to Mark Gardiner, an Angus 
cattle rancher from Kansas and a 
member of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association.

“We have a volatile marketplace 
created by outside, unavoidable fac-
tors, not any one market player,” 
he said, citing similar disruptions 
in other industries like lumber and 
automobiles. “The solution is very 
complicated. The processing indus-
try is adjusting by adding capacity. 
This additional capacity will take 
time, but mark my words, history 
tells us we will likely reach a point 
where there is ample processing ca-
pacity for a limited supply of cattle, 
and the marketplace will shift once 
more where the producer will garner 
increased price leverage.”

His family’s ranch participates in 
a value-based marketing arrange-
ment with U.S. Premium Beef in 
which the cattle are priced based 
on the quality of beef produced. Any 
undesirable beef which doesn’t hit 
defined targets is discounted, incen-
tivizing participants to focus on cre-
ating the best product possible.

“We have gone from selling a com-
modity product on a cash market 
which does not differentiate quality 
attributes to marketing on a value-
based program which fully recog-

nizes and pays premiums for quality 
production,” he said. “It is important 
to understand packers did not force 
cattle feeders into alternative mar-
keting arrangements (AMAs). Pro-
ducers were the brainchild of such 
ideas to get paid for the value pro-
duced.”

Fixed national levels of negotiat-
ed trade for live cash cattle or mini-
mums set by regional levels to es-
tablish mandatory minimums would 
have a negative impact on opera-
tions like his, he told the legislators.

Another rancher who testified, 
U.S. Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) 
Vice President Justin Tupper, ar-
gued AMAs hinder price discovery, 
transparency and competition.

USCA would like to see estab-
lished negotiated cash requirements, 
a base price proxy peg that cannot 
be easily manipulated, limiting the 
number of cattle a plant can procure 
in advance, and requiring packers to 
offer cash bids or floor prices on cat-
tle they would like feedlots to com-
mit, Tupper said.

Public funding opportunities to 
build new processing plants, halting 
federal subsidies to the “Big Four” 
meatpackers, requiring USDA to set 
aside a percentage of bids for meat 
purchases to “very small/small inde-
pendent meatpacking facilities” and 
stronger predatory pricing guidelines 
to protect new facilities were included 
in Tupper’s list of requests by USCA.

A recording of the hearing, the list 
of witnesses and copies of their tes-
timony are available at agriculture.
senate.gov/hearings.

Discussions and hearings related to cattle markets continue. 
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Texas landowner 
course now 
available online

Many state and federal laws 
regarding land ownership can be 
complicated, but a Texas A&M Agri-
Life Extension Service course helps 
make the content more accessible to 
landowners.

Owning Your Piece of Texas: Key 
Laws Texas Landowners Need to 
Know is an online course and hand-
book that covers key laws that may 
affect rural landowners and agricul-
tural operations.

The online course combines prac-
tical tips and examples to help bet-
ter explain important legal concepts 
that are covered in the handbook.  
Topics include landowner liability, 
special use tax valuation, water law, 
fence law, eminent domain, agricul-
tural leases, renewable energy leas-
es, the Texas Right-to-Farm statue 
and more.

“Whether you have owned land 
for generations or are looking to 
purchase your first acre, this course 
is designed to provide practical and 
helpful information to make your ex-
perience in land ownership more en-
joyable,” said Tiffany Dowell Lash-
met, AgriLife Extension agricultural 
law specialist in Amarillo.

The self-paced course takes about 
8.5 hours to complete. It is available 
on agrilifelearn.tamu.edu. 

Participants can decide to take 
the entire course for a total cost 
of $150 or pay $20 for individual, 
shorter courses.

Those who register online will 
have access to the program for two 
years.

The handbook can be downloaded 
as a PDF, and a hard copy can be pur-
chased by emailing lacrecia.garza@
ag.tamu.edu.

For a digital copy of the handbook 
and more information on landown-
er resources and information, visit 
Texas Farm Bureau’s Farm and Ranch 
Resources webpage at texasfarmbu-
reau.org/advocacy/small-farm-ranch.

If you purchased Super S Supertrac 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Super S 303
Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Cam2 ProMax 303 Tractor Hydraulic Oil, and/or Cam2 303
Tractor Hydraulic Oil from Tractor Supply Company (including Del’s Feed & Farm

Supply), Orscheln Farm and Home, Rural King, and/or Atwood Stores between
December 1, 2013, and the present, a Class Action Lawsuit and Settlement with the

Four Retailer Defendants Could Affect Your Rights

READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY. YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS
MAY BE AFFECTED WHETHER YOU ACT OR DO NOT ACT.

A federal court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.

LEGAL NOTICE

The purpose of this notice is to inform you that a $7,200,000.00 class-action settlement (the “Proposed Retailer Settlement”) has been reached with the four Retailer
Defendants in a lawsuit regarding the sale and use of Super S Supertrac 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Super S 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Cam2 ProMax 303 Tractor
Hydraulic Oil, and/or Cam2 303 Tractor Hydraulic Oil (“303 THF Products”). The Proposed Retailer Settlement settles claims against Retailer Defendants Tractor Supply
Company, Orscheln Farm and Home LLC, Rural King, and Atwood, together with each of their affiliates, divisions, subsidiaries, and assigns (collectively referred to as
“Retailer Defendants”) that were asserted in a Multi-District Litigation (“MDL”) lawsuit. Plaintiffs believe that the primary claims in the MDL are against Smitty’s Supply,
Inc. and CAM2 International, LLC (collectively referred to as “Manufacturer Defendants”), and those claims are proceeding in the MDL and have not been settled.

The Proposed Retailer Settlement may affect your rights. For comprehensive information about the lawsuit and settlement, including the longer
notice of settlement and the Retailer Settlement Agreement and Release with the precise terms and conditions of the Retailer Settlement, please see
www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com or call 1-866-742-4955. You may also access the Court docket in this case through the Court’s Public Access to Court
Electronic Records (PACER) system at www.mow.uscourts.gov/ or by visiting the office of the Office of the Clerk of Court, United States District Court for the Western
District of Missouri, 400 E. 9th Street, Kansas City, Missouri, 64106, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Court holidays. The MDL
lawsuit is titled In Re: Smitty’s/CAM2 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid Marketing, Sales Practices, and Product Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2936, Case No. 4:20-MD-
02936-SRB, pending before the Honorable Judge Stephen R. Bough in the United States District Court for the Western District of Missouri. Please do not telephone the
Court or the Court Clerk’s Office to inquire about the Proposed Settlement or the claim process.

In the MDL lawsuit, Plaintiffs allege (1) that the Manufacturing Defendants’ 303 THF Products did not meet the equipment manufacturers’ specifications or provide
the performance benefits listed on the product labels, (2) that the 303 THF Products were made with inappropriate ingredients, including used transformer oil, used turbine
oil, and line flush, and (3) that use of the 303 THF Products in equipment causes damage to various parts of the equipment. Because of the used oil and line flush contained
in the 303 THF Products, Plaintiffs allege that those 303 THF Products should not be used as tractor hydraulic fluid and that the fluid should be flushed from equipment
systems if one can afford the cost of doing so.

The Manufacturer Defendants have denied the allegations and claims of wrongdoing, and the claims against those Manufacturer Defendants are ongoing. The Retailer
Defendants deny any allegations and claims of wrongdoing on their part. The Court has not decided who is right or made a final ruling on Plaintiffs’ claims. Plaintiffs and
the Retailer Defendants have agreed to the Proposed Settlement as to the Retailer Defendants’ liability to avoid the risk and expense of further litigation.

You may be a member of the Retailer Settlement Class if you purchased the above-listed 303 THF Products from December 1, 2013, to the present from Tractor
Supply Company (including its Del’s Feed and Farm Supply locations), Orscheln Farm and Home, Rural King or Atwood. If you are a member of the Retailer Settlement
Class, you may need to submit a Class Membership Form to be eligible for benefits, and you also may be eligible to submit a Repair/Parts/Specific Equipment Damage
Claim Form. Please see www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com for a copy of the Class Membership Form and Repair/Parts/Specific Equipment Damage Claim
Form or call 1-866-742-4955 to request a Class Membership Form and Claim Form be mailed to you. The deadline to file your claim is December 29, 2021. In order to
maximize efficiency, proceeds from this Retailer Settlement will be held for distribution at such a point in time after monies, if any, have been received in settlement or
judgment for the Litigation Class claims against the Manufacturer Defendants. Please be patient and check the website for updates.

If you do not want to be legally bound by the Proposed Retailer Settlement, you must exclude yourself by December 29, 2021. If you do not exclude yourself, you
will release any claims you may have against the Retailer Defendants, as more fully described in the Retailer Settlement Agreement. You may object to the Proposed
Retailer Settlement by December 29, 2021. The Long Form Notice, available at www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com or upon request, explains how to exclude
yourself or object.

The Court will decide whether to approve the Proposed Retailer Settlement at the Final Fairness Hearing on January 6, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. Class
Counsel also will ask that the Court award up to $2,300,000.00 in attorneys’ fees, $300,000.00 in expenses, and an incentive payment of $500 for each of
the class representatives. The amounts awarded for attorneys’ fees, expenses, and incentive awards come out of the Retailer Settlement Class Fund. This
date for the hearing may change; see www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com

BY ORDER OF U.S. DISTRICT COURT
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Serving up a plate full of food, ag conversation

Conversations about modern 
farming and ranching were on the 
menu at the recent Texas Restau-
rant Association (TFB) Marketplace 
trade show in San Antonio. 

Restaurant owners and chefs 
learned more about food production 
and the farm families behind it. And 
the farmers and ranchers in atten-
dance were able to meet those who 
cook and serve their products.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) pro-
vided elements of its new Doorways 
to Agriculture exhibit at a large ag-
riculture pavilion on the trade show 
floor, partnering with Dairy MAX 
and the Texas Beef Council. 

TFB President Russell Boening 
also participated in a panel discus-
sion featuring farmers and ranchers. 

“Our goal here is to connect the 
food that they are serving in their 
restaurant and connect it back to 
where it came from, from the farm-
ers and ranchers of Texas,” said Da-
kota Massey, TFB associate director 
of Organization, Urban Outreach. 

It was the second TRA Market-
place for TFB to attend after it first 
exhibited at the event in 2019 in 
Houston. The July 10-12 Market-
place in San Antonio attracted about 
3,000 attendees. 

“We brought several pieces of our 
Doorways to Agriculture exhibit. We 
have the theater, which has short 
meet-a-farmer video clips featuring 
crops that we grow in Texas that 
are a little bit more specialized than 
what we normally think about. And 
then inside our exhibit trailer, folks 
can find things that are connected 
to their house from agriculture, 
whether that’s in their garage, their 
kitchen or even in their bedroom. So, 
it’s not necessarily all about food but 
also about different byproducts, as 
well,” Massey said. 

Dr. Emily Williams Knight, TRA 
president and CEO, said it was great 
for the Texas restaurant industry to 
host another in-person Marketplace 
event. 

“I think most importantly, we are 
back together. There was a time we 
didn’t know if we were going to be 
able to do this again and to see all 
of these incredible people here to-
gether,” Knight said. “I think what 
you’ll see is restaurants making that 
connection with food, because they 
need to be able to say to a customer, 
‘Hey, by the way, I know where that 

came from.’ It’s also just educating 
the public that’s here about the role, 
especially here in Texas, that our 
farms play. And Farm Bureau is a 
huge partner for us.”

Joining Boening in the panel dis-
cussion on “The Dirt on What We 
Eat: A Discussion with Local Farm-
ers and Ranchers” were TFB mem-
bers Dr. Jason Cleere, Texas A&M 
beef cattle specialist, and David Vol-
leman of Volleman’s Family Farm. 
TFB Director of Communications 
Gary Joiner moderated the panel 
discussion.

The Corn Chompin’ Contest attracted many contestants and crowds throughout 
the event. Several restaurant owners, food suppliers and equipment reps were 
named Texas Farm Bureau’s Corn Chompin’ Champ.

TFB Director of Communications Gary Joiner (left) moderates a panel on 
“The Dirt on What We Eat” with (left to right) TFB President Russell Boening, 
Texas A&M Beef Cattle Specialist Dr. Jason Cleere and dairy farmer David 
Volleman.

Melody Kneupper (center), who raises sheep and cattle in the Hill Country, and 
Roger Hall, TFB associate director of Organization, Leader Development, visit 
with restaurant owners and operators as they tour the Doorways to Agriculture 
exhibit. 

Interactive displays in the Doorways 
to Agriculture exhibit help attendees 
learn more about Texas agriculture. 
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Covert Ford of Taylor
1200A Highway 79 East • Hutto, TX

Sales: 512-759-1414 
covertfordhutto.com

Trim and Mow the EASY Way!

•  TRIM fencelines & perimeters

•  MOW waist-high grass & weeds

• 5X the power of handheld trimmers

DR® Trimmer Mower
•  Self-propelled models 

• Gas- or battery-powered

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

Limitations apply.

Including

FREE
SHIPPING

SALE!

DRtrimmer.com
Request your FREE Product Catalog!

Toll Free: 888-206-4470

TDA opens newly renovated livestock export facility in Del Rio 
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Exporting livestock from Texas 

is now easier with the unveiling of 
a newly renovated livestock export 
facility in Del Rio. It’s the second fa-
cility to undergo renovations since 
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid 
Miller was elected to lead the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (TDA) in 
2015. 

“These export facilities are tools 
to help get Texas livestock around 
the world,” Miller said in a state-
ment. “I am proud of my department 
for taking the initiative to construct 
these top-of-the-line facilities.”

There are five livestock export 
facilities in Texas: Brownsville, Del 
Rio, El Paso, Laredo and Houston. 

Any animal exported to other 
countries is generally required by 
the receiving country to have an in-
ternational health certificate com-
pleted by an accredited veterinar-
ian. The export pens are designed to 
help facilitate the process of sharing 

quality Texas-raised livestock with 
the rest of the world. 

The export pens at Brownsville, 
Del Rio, El Paso and Laredo are used 
by individuals seeking to export cat-
tle via ground shipping to Mexico. 
The Houston export facility, located 
near the Houston-Bush Interna-
tional Airport, is set up to assist ex-
porters using air and sea transport 
methods to take livestock anywhere 
around the globe. Updates and reno-
vations were completed at that facil-
ity in summer 2020.

“Beef cattle are one of the top five 
agricultural exports in Texas, so the 
livestock export pens are a valuable 
resource for Texas ranchers and live-
stock trade,” Tracy Tomascik, Texas 
Farm Bureau associate director of 
Commodity and Regulatory Activi-
ties, said. “They help facilitate the 
marketing of our animals with for-
eign partners, so it’s essential they 
are up-to-date and modernized to 
keep agricultural commerce flowing.”

The grand opening event, which 

was held July 14, included a blessing 
of the facility by a local priest. Miller 
also presented a GO TEXAN Certified 
Retirement Community certificate to 
the City of Del Rio. 

“My folks here at TDA and I can-
not thank the city of Del Rio enough 
for their support on this project,” he 

Texas Agriculture Comissioner Sid Miller celebrated the grand opening of the 
Texas Department of Agriculture’s newly renovated livestock export facility 
in Del Rio last month. Photo courtesy Texas Department of Agriculture.

said. “They are an essential compo-
nent of safely exporting Texas live-
stock and I know this new facility 
will aid in continuous positive ex-
porting relationships.” 

More information and resources 
about exporting livestock from Texas 
are available at texasagriculture.gov.
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EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm and your neighbors’ farms all year long. 
Today, membership can save you up to $500 on new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
$500

on Farmall® compact A & C series, Farmall utility A 
series, Farmall 100A series, Farmall utility C series, 
Farmall utility U series, Farmall V series, and 
Farmall N series tractors as well as round & 
small square balers, disc mower conditioners 
and sickle mower conditioners.

on Vestrum® and Maxxum®

series tractors as well as 
large square balers and 
self-propelled windrowers.

*  Offer available through December 31, 2021. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained at www.fb.org/about/join. See your participating 
Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are 
used by CNH America LLC under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Print your certificate today!† Visit http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a  
cash discount - from $300 to $500 

- when purchasing qualifying Case IH 
equipment from participating dealerships.

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY 

CENTER
800-588-7100

www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
800-514-9381

www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
830-584-1576

www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
956-689-2137

www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ.CO. 

INC.
361-387-1572

www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
512-352-6381

www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Youth complete Texas Farm Bureau’s new Student Success Series 
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
For over 50 years, Texas Farm 

Bureau (TFB) has been planting 
the seeds for the next generation of 
leaders through summer youth pro-
grams.  

This year, the organization 
launched the Student Success Se-
ries, which included three new pro-
grams and updated one program. 
The series featured both in-person 
and virtual experiences for students 
in eighth through twelfth grade. 

As part of the Student Success 
Series, students completed modules 
in four different programs based on 
age: Jumpstart, Activate, Engage 
and Thrive. 

The modules are designed to 
help students grow their leadership 
skills, provide professional develop-
ment and increase their understand-
ing of agriculture and Farm Bureau. 

“The goal with the Student Suc-
cess Series was to expand our youth 
programs. The Youth Leadership 
Conference previously only targeted 
juniors and seniors,” Bryce Moore, 
associate director of Field Opera-
tions, said. “But we also wanted to 
provide them something they may 
not necessarily learn in class or from 
another summer camp. We wanted 
them to learn a different perspective 
on leadership and government top-
ics, but also learn about professional 
etiquette and other personal devel-
opment.” 

Nearly 80 students completed the 
virtual Jumpstart program, which 
was for youth entering eighth grade 
in August. They became more famil-
iar with TFB and basic leadership 
skills, as well as learned information 
about Texas agriculture. 

The Activate program was for stu-
dents entering ninth grade in August. 
Ninety-five students participated in 
the virtual experience, which covered 
professionalism and career explora-
tion. Students were also challenged 
to create a plan for leaving a legacy 
and learned more about TFB.  

Nearly 90 students who will be 
sophomores this fall participated in 

the Engage experience, which was 
hosted in-person in each TFB dis-
trict. This program focused on so-
cial media, teambuilding and TFB’s 
youth programs.  

Formerly known as the Youth 
Leadership Conference, Thrive was 
for students who will be juniors 
or seniors this fall. In this virtual 
event, students heard from former 
TFB youth participants, studied 
public speaking and learned about 
the basics of free enterprise and the 
U.S. Constitution. They also heard 

from a motivational speaker on lead-
ership topics. Over 150 students par-
ticipated in Thrive. 

“It’s important to keep students 
engaged, but we know many of 
them have busy summer schedules,” 
Moore, who led the Student Success 
Series Committee, said. “It’s impres-
sive to see students take the time to 
learn more about Farm Bureau, ag-
riculture, leadership and the many 
other topics that were covered. We’re 
excited to offer these programs to 
Texas youth and, hopefully, open the 

door to more opportunities in their 
future.”

Over 410 students across the state 
participated in the Student Suc-
cess Series, and each student who 
completed the modules will receive 
prizes. Those who participated in the 
Thrive experience are eligible to com-
pete in the Free Enterprise Speech 
Contest and earn scholarships. 

For more information on youth 
programs, scholarships and other op-
portunities, visit texasfarmbureau.
org/youth/youth-opportunities.  

TFB Field Operations announces changes, hires Tidwell
Ty Tidwell joined the Field Op-

erations division in July.  
He serves as a liaison between the 

state office and county 
Farm Bureaus in Area 
17, an 11-county area 
in Central Texas. The 
area includes Ander-
son, Bosque, Coryell, 
Ellis, Falls, Freestone, 
Hamilton, Hill, Lime-
stone, McLennan and 
Navarro counties.

Tidwell received his 
bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Services and 
Development, with an emphasis in 
agricultural industries and agencies, 

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) Field 
Operations announced changes to 
the division beginning Aug. 1. 

Bryce Moore moved to the state 
headquarters in Waco and will 
serve as the associate director of 
Field Operations. Under the di-
rection of Field Operations Direc-
tor Charles Benton, Moore will be 
involved in the day-to-day man-
agement of the Field Operations 
division, which includes 19 field 
representatives across the state. 

Moore began his career with TFB 
in 2005, and for the last eight years, 
he had direct supervisory responsi-
bility for 10 area field representa-
tives in the northern half of the state. 

and a master’s degree in Agricul-
ture and Consumer Resources from 
Tarleton State University. 

Prior to joining TFB’s 
staff as a field repre-
sentative, Tidwell was a 
high school agricultural 
science teacher and FFA 
advisor in Electra.  

Tidwell is a Corsicana 
native. He was active in 
FFA and participated 
in leadership activities 
through Farm Bureau in 
high school.

He now resides in 
McGregor on his family’s cow-calf 
operation. 

Students participate in the District 9 Engage experience. 
TFB field representatives and state directors facilitated 
the in-person meetings. 

As part of the Engage experience, students in District 9 
made newspaper hats as a team and then had to model 
and “sell” it as a team building exercise. 

Ty Tidwell
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By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA’s) Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) announced a change 
to prevented-planting provisions for 
crop insurance that benefits farm-
ers, ranchers and the climate, ac-
cording to RMA.

For the 2021 crop year and subse-
quent years, RMA will not consider 
a cover crop planted following a pre-
vented planting claim to be a second 
crop.

Instead, farmers and ranchers 
can now hay, graze or chop cover 
crops for silage, haylage or baleage 
at any time and still receive 100% 
of the prevented planting payment. 
Previously, cover crops could only be 
used for haying, grazing or chopping 
after Nov. 1. Any use of the cover 
crop before that time reduced the 
prevented planting payment by 65%.

The agency said the change pro-
vides flexibility to farmers and ranch-
ers, promotes agricultural conser-

USDA provides farmers more flexibility on cover crops

vation and supports climate-smart 
farming practices.

“We are dedicated to responding 
to the needs of producers, and this 
flexibility is good for agriculture and 
promotes climate smart agricultural 
practices. We are glad we can bet-
ter support producers who use cover 
crops,” Acting RMA Administrator 
Richard Flournoy said.

The policy change comes after 
Senate Agriculture Committee Chair 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) and Sen. 
John Thune (R-S.D.) introduced the 

Cover Crop Flexibility Act in April. 
The purpose of the legislation was 
to remove the prohibition on haying 
or grazing cover crops on prevented-
plant acres prior to Nov. 1.

Supporters of the bill, including 
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, said the Nov. 1 restriction was 
unfeasible in many states. As a re-
sult, using prevented-plant acres for 
haying or grazing before that date 
was a costly proposition, but some 
farmers and ranchers facing drought 
conditions or other extreme weather 

felt they had little choice.
Although farmers and ranchers in 

more northern states were the pri-
mary advocates for the change, Texas 
Farm Bureau Associate Director of 
Commodity and Regulatory Activi-
ties Brant Wilbourn said those in 
the Lone Star State will benefit, too.

“This new direction from RMA re-
ally gives every farmer or rancher 
more flexibility and options when 
their intended commodity crops 
don’t work out and stops penaliz-
ing them for situations beyond their 
control,” he said. “It allows them to 
have a feed source for livestock. For 
example, if you planted corn and it 
fails, you may still have a cover crop 
your cattle can graze. It just helps 
manage risks more effectively.”

The policy change will become 
permanent through regulatory mod-
ification.

The decision is supported by re-
search identifying cover crops as sup-
porting soil health and farmland sus-
tainability efforts, RMA officials said. 

More information is available at 
rma.usda.gov.

FAST
STRONG,

AND SMART.

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation. 
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on machine 
specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2019 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

THE 604R PREMIUM BALER IS FULLY EQUIPPED, AND THEN SOME.
High-producing hay makers have told us they want three things in their baler: They want it to be strong, fast and smart. 
So Vermeer got to work to design the latest baler – the 604R Premium. It starts with signature Vermeer components 
and is designed to be strong with heavy chains, large tires and doors that are strong as steel (because that’s what they 
are). With a 19% increase in baling speed and capacity compared to the 604R Signature baler, it also can produce a bale 
approximately 30% denser than the 604R Classic and Signature balers. And finally, a baler with smart and sensible features 
such as auto-eject and a net lift system. The 604R Premium baler is primed for productivity.

ALICE
EDGARS FARM EQUIP. & 

SERVICE
361-664-5022
361-227-0916

CALDWELL
DRGAC FLEET & AG SERVICES

979-324-4326
drgacfleet.com

LONGVIEW
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE, INC.

903-663-0282

STAR
MOORE'S SERVICE CENTER

325-948-3595
mooresservicecenter.com



Access to TFB member benefits and services 
information is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

This issue’s featured benefit—

Ford
fordfarmbureauadvantage.com
1-254-399-5034

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
1-254-399-5034

IDX
idx.us/txfb

Case IH Discount
254-399-5034 

Caterpillar
cat.com/FarmBureau

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental  
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Amusement Park Discounts   
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Grainger Industrial Supply  
Discount Program
1-254-447-3275

Beltone Hearing Aid Program 
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts 
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
www.farmbureau.bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs  
Agelity – 1-866-292-7822
NBRX – 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn 
1-254-751-2420

Ji�y Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Hotel/Motel Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses 
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales 
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane 
1-866-279-6660

O�ce Depot/O�ceMax 
www.o�cediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN’T COST–IT PAYS!

Complete detailed information about TFB’s benefits and 
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org
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- Coast to Coast Vision (Save 10%-60% on eye exams and eyewear)
- Dell (Computer/Electronic savings)
- Dungarees (Save 10%-15%)
- Significant Car/Booster Seat Savings
- Office Depot and OfficeMax (Save up to 75%)

TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG/MEMBERBENEFITS
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NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

TFB invests in 4-H, FFA youth through summer trainings, programs
Throughout the summer, Texas 

Farm Bureau staff helped Texas 4-H 
and Texas FFA members expand 
their agricultural advocacy skills 
through several events and opportu-
nities. 

Texas 4-H Livestock and Equine 
Ambassadors spent a day in July 
learning from TFB staff. 

TFB Government Affairs staff 
discussed animal welfare issues, 
and TFB Organization staff shared 
insight into leadership and scholar-
ship opportunities for high school 
students. TFB Communications staff 
conducted an engagement training, 
which included information on social 
media and media interviews. 

During the Texas 4-H Roundup in 
College Station, the Doorways to Ag-
riculture exhibit was on display, and 
TFB presented scholarships to two 
4-H officers. 

TFB staff also attended the Texas 
County Agricultural Agents Asso-
ciation meeting in San Antonio and 
sponsored the Texas Association of 

Extension 4-H Agents meeting.
TFB exhibited a booth in the 

trade show at the 93rd annual Texas 
FFA State Convention in Fort Worth 
and participated in activities as a 
corporate sponsor of the organiza-
tion. TFB President Russell Boening 
visited with the Texas FFA Ambas-
sadors and addressed the delegation 
when he presented scholarships to 
the outgoing FFA state president 
and first vice president. 

Staff interacted with students 

throughout the week to discuss TFB 
scholarships and the Collegiate 
Farm Bureau pilot program, as well 
as the Student Success Series and 
the Free Enterprise Speech Contest. 

The newly-elected Texas FFA 
state officers spent a day learning 
about Farm Bureau and agricultur-
al advocacy efforts when they visited 
the TFB headquarters in Waco. 

TFB also had a booth and at the 
Agriculture Teachers Association of 
Texas’s annual conference in Corpus 

Christi. The Commodity and Regu-
latory Affairs staff conducted a vir-
tual workshop on emerging issues in 
agriculture. 

“The relationship between TFB 
and the two youth organizations can 
help inspire students to pursue a 
career in agriculture,” Whit Weems, 
TFB director of Organization divi-
sion, said. “It can also strengthen 
agricultural advocacy efforts for the 
youth members and cultivate future 
leaders for Farm Bureau.”
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Call 1-866-326-3276  
to advertise your business, 

service or items for sale in the 
Texas Trading Post.

INFORMATION PHONE INFORMATION PHONE 
Day: 940-736-4541Day: 940-736-4541
Evening: 940-665-6823Evening: 940-665-6823

Sat., Sept. 4 and Sun., Sept. 5   Sat., Sept. 4 and Sun., Sept. 5   inin  Lindsay, Texas  Lindsay, Texas

3366thth Annual Antique Tractor  Annual Antique Tractor 
& Farm Machinery Show& Farm Machinery ShowGrain Bins & Material Handling

- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 
Spouting, Flighting, Loading & 
Unloading Equip. & Parts.

- Hutchinson - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call 
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com 

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1  ........................$579 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1 ...........$599
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1 ..............$900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4 ....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
23.1-34 R2 8PLY BUFF .......................... $899
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1 ........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP ..... $225
15.5-38 10p NEW R1 ............................. $402
600/70 R28 NEW Buff R1 ....................... $550

We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pmWork ethic 
comes standard. 
Where there’s work to be done, there’s Kubota equipment 
ready to get it done right. With reliable diesel engines and 
an array of attachments, it’s time to conquer every task. 
Visit us today.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and 
warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, 
consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

L Series Grand L SeriesRTV-X Series SSV Series
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DALHART
LONE STAR AG
806-384-2062

lonestarag.com

FRIONA
LONE STAR AG
806-250-2721

lonestarag.com

Platinum 1 savings for  
Farm Bureau® Members. 

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all 
Farm Bureau Members* will automatically receive 
Platinum 1 status. That means instant savings 
on a wide range of John Deere products. To find 
out more on how you can turn your loyalty into 
savings, go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau.  
Sign up today!

From big to small.
From farm to front yard.

As a Farm Bureau® member,
you’re eligible to save.*

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com
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REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment 
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or 
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX 
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day 
Service.

BUILDINGS
CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us 
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz 
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment 
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our 
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

CONTAINERS

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 
monitors and Salvage equipment. 
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS.  Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-
proof. Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 
817-992-9122.

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag 
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES,  HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY
ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES 
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

254-221-7957

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

• Order Parts Online
   15% Rebate 
   • Appraisals

We can sell your surplus 
equipment at online auction 

anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

Lic: TXS 6676 

DOGS
GREAT PYRENEE’S & AKC CORGI 
PUPPIES Marion, Texas 78124 (Cell) 
830-70-5939 jeff_langemeier2007@
yahoo.com

DiscoverTheForest.org

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A

Naturehood

Disaster 
could show up at 
YOUR doorstep.

Make a 
plan today.
Ready.gov/plan

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
31

A
U

G
U

S
T 6, 2021

NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE

TIRES

SOLAR PANELS

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

BBB A+ rating

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS

Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones • Franklin, TX

979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

LIVESTOCK

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top 
quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW. 
Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred 
& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-
8644 254-747-2701

WITH A STROKE,

TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.

Learn more at  StrokeAssociat ion.org or 1-888-4-STROKE.

If you suddenly have or see any of these symptoms, call 9-1-1
immediately: Numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, 
especially on one side of the body • Confusion, trouble speaking
or understanding • Difficulty seeing in one or both eyes • 
Trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination 
• Severe headache with no known cause

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.

Publish in how many issues?_____First issue ad should appear in: ___________
Enclosed is payment:   $___________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City____________________________State_________Zip__________
Phone_____________________Email________________________________

Ad Content:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Payment must be included with all ads. Ads failing to include payment will not run. Do not send cash! 

RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,

Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole 
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

Classification: _______________ (Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689. 
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

End poverty.
Start getting kids 
through high school.

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

40 ACRES + LOG CABIN. Land 
borders Hagerman Wildlife Refuge. 
$27,500 per acre, Will divide. Call 
Larry at 817-714-6410.

A+ LAND SERVICES Skidsteer 
Mulching, Tree Shearing, Loader 
Work, Dirt Grappling, Bucket Fork Lift, 
Heavy Mowing. Ranches, Commer-
cial, Acreage and Hunting Leases. 
979-709-2230.

REAL ESTATE

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids
in science class.

FOUNDED 1920

NA
TI

O
NA

L A
SS

OCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS



QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS!

(800) 446-7319 Belton, Texas

ALL NEW! Product Info, Manuals & More! • www.ag-meier.net

We value our dealer network so call now for a dealer near you.
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Available With 8, 10,  
Or 12 Rake Wheels 

Hay Rake  Hayvan Megaliner 

26’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 
Hayvan Individual  

Dump Trailers 

25’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 

Rotary Tillers 

48”, 60”, 72”, & 80” 

4-5-6 Bale Options  

Hay Liner  
Inline Trailers 

Mohawk No-Till Drills 

Hayvan No-Till Drills 

Flex Hawk Flex Eagle 
TPMA 

5 Different Post-Hole 

Digger Models  Bumper Pull & Gooseneck 

3 Point Skid & Trailer Sprayers 
Also Available Up To 1,000 Gal

15’   15’   

540/1000 RPM 

Available in 7’, 10’, &14’ 

Available in 7’, 10’, & 15’ 


