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These are excerpts from President 
Russell Boening’s address at the 
Summer Leadership Conference in 
San Marcos.

We just came through a chal-
lenging time. We had to clear many 
hurdles that we’ve never faced 
before. And, yet, this organiza-
tion learned how to adapt and 
produce positive results.

From successes at the state 
legislature to the co-op con-
tribution programs that we 
partnered with county Farm 
Bureaus to help those in need 
in our communities and to the 
membership and program ac-
complishments of our organi-
zation, we’ve done a lot.

We’ve proven that this organiza-
tion can adapt to almost any adver-
sity. That’s the nature of our mem-
bership. That’s the nature of our 
business, and that’s the nature of 
our organization.

We approached Farm Bureau ac-
tivities in the last year in new ways 
that may have appeared controver-
sial at times, and you may have any 
questioned some of the approaches. 
That’s okay. It was new to all of us, 
and we were trying things for the 
first time.

I’m pleased to say, ultimately, our 
decisions were successful.
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OPINION

Grassroots advocacy is key to Texas Farm Bureau efforts
Despite these unprecedented, his-

toric challenges, this organization and 
our companies remain sound, strong 
and able to serve our members.

Some of our most recent accom-
plishments occurred in Austin during 

the Texas Legisla-
ture that adjourned 
on May 31.

We accomplished 
meaningful eminent 
domain reform for 
Texas landowners. 
For several years, we 
had been basically 
butting heads with 
one of the most pow-
erful lobbies in Aus-
tin to try to achieve 

our policy goals. We never wavered, 
though. 

We stayed focused. We continued 
to fight the good fight. And we were 
successful this session because of 
perseverance and your efforts.

There was another accomplish-
ment that defied long odds. The Leg-
islature said “yes” for a Texas Farm 
Bureau health plan for its members.

There are powerful interests in 
Austin that did not want our bill 
to become law. The health-product 
marketplace is very competitive.

But we did it, and I’m proud of 
the outcome. We basically received 

authorization to do something in the 
state of Texas that few other mem-
bership organizations can pursue.

It says a lot about Farm Bureau 
and its credibility. It says even more 
about you and all Farm Bureau 
members who might benefit from the 
health plan offerings. 

We’re working on many other is-
sues right now that are large in 
scale and scope. I’m talking about 
markets, taxes and changes in gov-
ernment regulations, to name a few.

All of the issues are critical to our 
success and to our survival as farm-
ers and ranchers. Our policy goals 
are clear and well-defined.

Recently, I was in Del Rio for Gov-
ernor Abbott’s Border Security Sum-
mit. I came away with a much better 
understanding of the gravity of the 
situation.

Folks, this is not a partisan issue. 
This is an American issue. This is a 
humanitarian issue that cannot be 
ignored.  A solution must be found.

We don’t care where the solutions 
come from. We will work with whom-
ever we need to work with to find an-
swers.

Our effort on the border crisis 
has the full weight and influence of 
Farm Bureau behind it. On June 3, 
all 50 state Farm Bureaus, Puerto 
Rico Farm Bureau and the American 

Farm Bureau called on the Biden 
administration to act. Texas Farm 
Bureau instigated the letter.

Our voices were heard. Recently, 
Farm Bureau representatives of the 
four border states met with White 
House officials to discuss the situa-
tion and the need for swift action by 
the administration.

Meanwhile, stories from farmers 
and ranchers on the frontlines of 
this border crisis continue to arrive. 
We’re doing our best to share those 
stories with the American public 
and the American media. We have 
a page on our website dedicated to 
these testimonials.

National media outlets have 
called and pursued stories because 
of the experiences being shared by 
Farm Bureau members. We are mov-
ing the needle, but much work re-
mains.

Our Summer Leadership Con-
ference provides us the tools and 
knowledge to tackle issues of impor-
tance to Texas agriculture.

Your leadership and commit-
ment to Farm Bureau is what sets 
us apart. 

Better things are ahead—big, im-
portant and amazing accomplish-
ments await, because we have the 
grassroots power that few organiza-
tions can match.
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OREILLYAUTO.COM
Visit our website for stores offering Hydraulic Services.

REGISTER YOUR FARM TODAY FOR SPECIAL AG PRICING  
AT YOUR LOCAL O’REILLY STORE.

12 VOLT  
TRANSFER PUMP
The FR1210G DC fuel transfer pump features a UL / cUL 
listed explosion proof 1/4 HP motor that is long on power 
and pumps up to 15 GPM. It is ideal for fuel transfer and 
comes with a 12’ static wire hose and manual nozzle.

T
FER PUMP

KILLEM  
BIOCIDE ADDITIVE
Killem Biocide Additive will control 
microorganisms in fuel storage 
tanks and completely sanitize the 
entire fuel tank. 

BIO-FLO®  
FUEL FILTER
Removes microscopic particles 
of rust, sand, dirt, scale and lint. 
See-thru bowl has an easy-to-use 
sediment drain valve and allows for 

BIODIESEL  
FUEL POWER
Biodiesel Fuel Power eliminates 
water from fuel to help prevent 
sludge formation and cleans 
injectors year round.

www.oreillyauto.com/professional-catalogs

Let Us Be Your Ag & Heavy-Duty Parts Supplier

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF

FUEL PUMPS,
FUEL FILTERS
AND ACCESSORIES

WE STOCK

ATV
UTV
P A R T S

• CV Shafts

• Batteries

• U-Joints

• Ball Joints

• Tie Rod Ends

• Fluids & Lubricants

• Wheeel Bearings

• Air & Fuel Filters

• Brakee Pads & Shoes

• And mmore!

WE STOCK

More AG parts available. See your O’Reilly representative for details.
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TFB AgLead helps 
cultivate the future

What happens in the city 
doesn’t stay there. It makes its 
way to farms and ranches.

Strong agricultural leader-
ship, however, can make a dif-
ference in the field and beyond 
the fence row—in court rooms, 
Congress and local and state 
organizations. And Texas Farm 
Bureau’s (TFB) AgLead program 
can help.

The two-year program takes 
participants across Texas, the 
country and the world to dis-
cover agriculture and leadership 
from a new perspective.

AgLead members develop a 
variety of skills and knowledge 
regarding leadership, communi-
cation, public policy, regulatory 
issues, advocacy and more.

A maximum of 20 partici-
pants will be selected for the pro-
gram—10 participants between 
the ages of 25-40 as of Dec. 31, 
2021 and 10 participants age 40 
and older as of Dec. 31, 2021.

AgLead members learn about 
agriculture from the farm to 
the factory and beyond, includ-
ing visits to some of the nation’s 
most diversified and innovative 
agricultural operations, proces-
sors, packagers and marketers.

Applications and supporting 
documents must be submitted 
by Sept. 1. The first session of 
the new class will be held this 
November.

Participants must be a TFB 
member at the time of applica-
tion and throughout the pro-
gram, if selected.

To review and download an ap-
plication, visit texasfarmbureau.
org/aglead. Additional details re-
garding costs and estimated trav-
el dates are also available.

For more information, contact 
Roger Hall, TFB associate di-
rector of Organization Division, 
Leader Development, at rhall@
txfb.org or call 254-399-5021.

New video series teaches ranchers about beef checkoff

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) will begin work on 
three proposed rules to support en-
forcement of the Packers and Stock-
yards Act.

The 100-year-old law was de-
signed to protect poultry, hog and 
cattle ranchers from unfair, decep-
tive and anti-competitive practices 
in the meat markets.

USDA proposed a new poultry 
grower tournament system rule, 
with the current inactive proposal 
to be withdrawn.

One of the rules the agency pro-
posed will provide greater clarity to 
strengthen enforcement of unfair 
and deceptive practices, undue pref-
erences and unjust prejudices.

USDA also will re-propose a rule 

to clarify that parties do not need to 
demonstrate harm to competition in 
order to bring an action under sec-
tion 202 (a) and 202 (b) of the Pack-
ers and Stockyards Act.

“The pandemic and other recent 
events have revealed how concen-
tration can take a painful toll on 
independent farmers and ranch-
ers, while exposing working fam-
ily consumers to higher prices and 
uncertain output,” U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack said. “The 
Packers and Stockyards Act is a vi-
tal tool for protecting farmers and 
ranchers from excessive concentra-
tion and unfair, deceptive practices 
in the poultry, hog and cattle mar-
kets, but the law is 100 years old and 
needs to take into account modern 

market dynamics. It should not be 
used as a safe harbor for bad actors. 
The process we’re beginning today 
will seek to strengthen the fairness 
and resiliency of livestock markets 
on behalf of farmers, ranchers and 
growers.”

The planned Packers and Stock-
yards Act proposals will support 
USDA’s efforts to ensure fairer and 
more resilient markets for farmers 
and ranchers. 

According to USDA, in the last 
five years, stresses and disruptions 
caused by concentration in livestock 
markets have impacted not only pro-
ducers, but consumers, as well.

For more information, visit www.
ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/
psd.

The Cattlemen’s Beef Board and 
Oklahoma Beef Council collaborat-
ed on a series of entertaining videos 
that explains how the beef checkoff 
works. 

Each of the five videos is designed 
to be a resource that will help cattle 
producers and other members of the 
beef community better understand 
the program and how checkoff dol-
lars are used to drive demand for 
beef through promotion, education 
and research efforts.

“We want cattlemen to have a 
sound understanding of their beef 
checkoff program, and we’ve cre-
ated these videos to help reach that 
goal,” Heather Buckmaster, Okla-
homa Beef Council executive direc-
tor, said. “We hope all cattlemen will 
take a moment to watch these vid-
eos and then share them with oth-
ers in the beef community.”

The short, animated videos ex-
plain the somewhat complex check-
off system in a simple way. 

They present facts about how the 
beef checkoff works, what the pro-

gram does, who decides what proj-
ects the checkoff funds and answer 
key questions producers often ask 
about their beef checkoff dollars.

“These videos are proof that check-
off education can be fun and enter-
taining,” said Libby Stauder, checkoff 
communications and education man-
ager at the Cattlemen’s Beef Board. 
“Plus, we’re so excited to have broad-
cast legend Ron Hays as the voice of 

USDA proposes updates to Packers and Stockyards Act

the project. It really was a great col-
laborative effort, and we look forward 
to rolling these out across the coun-
try so that producers and importers 
everywhere can better understand 
their beef checkoff program.”

The videos are available on 
DrivingDemandforBeef.com or on 
the Oklahoma Beef Council’s You-
Tube channel by clicking on the Beef 
Checkoff Explained playlist.
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Beef Cattle Short Course registration discount available to members
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) mem-

bers still have time to save on reg-
istration for the 67th annual Texas 
A&M Beef Cattle Short Course Aug. 
2-4 in College Station.

“All farmers and ranchers, re-
gardless of ranch size and experi-
ence, with an interest in beef cattle 
are encouraged to attend the event,” 
Tracy Tomascik, TFB associate di-
rector of Commodity and Regulatory 
Activities, said.

The fee is $210 for those attend-
ing in person and $160 online. The 
prices go up to $250 and $200, re-
spectively, after July 27.

TFB members will receive $20 off 

both the in-person and online regis-
trations.

The discount is applied at regis-
tration when you use the code TXFB.

On the agenda
The Beef Cattle Short Course is 

the largest educational event of its 
kind and offers participants the op-
portunity to explore all topics of beef 
cattle production.

The three-day event will include 
more than 20 sessions covering basic 
practices, new technologies and hot 
topics. Six live demonstrations and 
the traditional prime rib dinner will 
be part of the short course.

More than 2,000 ranchers, beef 
industry representatives and ex-
hibitors are expected to attend this 

year’s in-person event.
A trade show will feature about 

140 agricultural businesses and ser-
vice exhibits. 

TFB will also have one of the 
new Doorways to Agriculture mo-
bile learning barns on display. The 
mobile trailer features games and 
activities that encourage adults and 
children to learn more about food, fi-
ber and all of Texas agriculture.

“This is an opportunity to show 
others in agriculture some of our 
traveling educational exhibits,” To-
mascik said. “We hope Farm Bureau 
members will stop by and see the 
tools we are using to engage with 
students in the classroom and with 
the public at statewide events.”

Texas Farm Bureau to offer campaign seminar this September
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Many private citizens feel a call 

to serve others in an official capacity, 
but it can be intimidating to leave 
the quietness of relative anonymity 
and campaign for public office. 

To help begin that journey, Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) will host a 
two-day strategy seminar this Sep-
tember for candidates, spouses and 
others involved or interested in the 
campaign process.

“This seminar is to train people 
who want to run for office about best 
management practices as far as run-
ning a campaign. Things like can-
didate consideration, issues, com-
munication tactics, volunteers and 
election strategy will be covered,” 
TFB Associate Director of Govern-
ment Affairs Billy Howe said. “It’s 
geared toward those who want to 
run and either their spouse or cam-
paign manager. We also encourage 
anyone to attend who just wants to 
learn more about how campaigns 
function and understand the entire 
process better.” 

A campaign training seminar 
program was implemented with the 
help of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) in the 1980s.  

The information, strategies, videos 

and training sessions are continually 
updated and revamped for today’s 
challenges and political climate.

It’s important to help find and 
train candidates who are well-
versed in production agriculture and 
understand the challenges faced by 
rural Texans, farmers and ranchers, 
Howe said. 

“One of our goals as an organiza-
tion is to have more people in elected 
office that are involved in agricul-
ture or have firsthand knowledge of 
agriculture,” he said. “If we can help 
them understand how to run an ef-
fective campaign and get elected, 
that meets one of our main organi-
zational goals and provides farmers 
and ranchers another voice in the 
legislative process or local govern-
ments.”

The seminar will be held Sept. 29-
30 at the TFB Conference and Train-
ing Center in Waco. 

Topics covered include evaluating 
the candidate and electorate, select-
ing a campaign theme and issues, 
campaign structure, role of a cam-
paign manager, budgeting, identify-
ing voters, using polls, Election Day 
activities and much more. 

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Wednesday and 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Thursday. 

“This seminar provides all the in-
formation necessary to run a success-
ful political campaign,” Howe said. 
“Many of our current elected officials 
have participated in the process and 
found it very valuable in preparing 
them to step into public office for the 
first time. No matter at what level, if 
you’re considering running for office, 
it’s definitely a worthwhile invest-
ment of your time and money.”

Registration is $100 per candi-
date and $100 per spouse or cam-
paign manager attending alone. 

If the spouse or campaign manag-
er is attending with the candidate, 
the cost is $60. One $40 member dis-

count per candidate is available for 
those with a current TFB member-
ship. 

The registration fee covers can-
didate materials, a mock interview 
video, two breakfasts and lunches 
and one dinner. Lodging is separate. 
Hotel reservations are available by 
contacting Betsy Simon by phone at 
800-537-8294 or email at bsimon@
txfb.org. 

Registration closes Aug. 30. To 
register, visit texasfarmbureau.org
and select the blue bar on the home 
page titled TFB Campaign Seminar. 

Contact Howe with questions at 
bhowe@txfb.org or 254-751-2208.

Registration details
The short course is hosted by 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice and the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences Department of 
Animal Science at Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

For more details on the Beef Cat-
tle Short Course and to register, visit 
https://beefcattleshortcourse.com or 
call 979-845-6931.

Contact Tomascik at ttomascik@
txfb.org or 254-751-2266 with ques-
tions regarding the TFB member 
discount.

For a full list of benefits and ser-
vices available to TFB members, 
visit texasfarmbureau.org/member-
benefits.
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Summer conference covers carbon markets, agricultural trends

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Climate, the meat packing indus-
try and trade were among the topics 
highlighted during the Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB) Summer Leadership 
Conference.

About 400 farmers and ranchers 
were in San Marcos June 21-23 for 
the meeting.

Carbon markets, 
climate issues

Discussions about climate are 
opening up new opportunities for 
income for Texas farmers and ranch-
ers through agricultural ecosystem 
credit markets. 

“These markets are moving quick-
ly and changing rapidly,” Shelby Mey-
ers, American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF) economist, said. “There 
are many things to consider when 
evaluating whether or not you want 
to participate in a market designed 
to sell ag ecosystem asset credits.”

Questions to consider include who 
will pay for the verification, financial 
barriers, technical support and rural 
broadband, education and how to en-
sure data privacy. 

As more information becomes 
available about the credit systems 
and market opportunities, AFBF will 
provide updates in Market Intel re-
ports. Those reports can be found on-
line at fb.org/market-intel or on TFB’s 
Climate Issue Resources webpage at 
texasfarmbureau.org/climate. 

John Neilson-Gammon, the state 
climatologist, discussed weather pat-
terns and the regional forecast. 

This is an ad the national beef checkoff program is running to promote beef to 
consumers. Other advertisements and research, promotional and educational 
information is available at texasbeefcheckoff.com.

A panel of three Farm Bureau 
members—Tommy Henderson of 
Clay County, Barry Evans of Swisher 
County and Donnie Dippel of Fayette 
County—discussed soil health and 
their experiences with cover crops. 

Beef packers,
alternative proteins

The beef packing industry is under 
much scrutiny with calls from agri-
cultural organizations and lawmak-
ers to investigate the cattle market. 

Kate Miller, the chief operating 
officer for Fort Worth Meat Packers, 
shared what it takes to run a pack-
ing plant—the costs, labor and other 
challenges associated with turning 
live cattle into marketable beef—
with TFB members. 

“Packers need cattlemen and cat-
tlemen need packers,” she said. “But 
it’s important to remember that beef 
and cattle aren’t the same commod-
ity.”

During the 2021 TFB Summer Leadership Conference in San Marcos, 
members heard from a variety of speakers on trending topics that will affect 
agriculture’s future. 

The packing industry has been in 
a consolidation pattern, leading to a 
larger supply of market ready cat-
tle than packers can process. Com-
pounding the issue were historic 
events like the Holcomb fire in 2019, 
pandemic restrictions and labor 
shortages that temporarily slowed 
down processing. 

These market interruptions and 
consolidations have led to wide dif-
ferences in the value of cattle com-
pared to beef. 

Miller followed up with insight 
from her career in the meat industry 
and experience opening Fort Worth 
Meat Packers, which processes about 
1,500 head a week, informing mem-
bers there are extreme challenges in 
expanding processing capacity in the 
near future.  

An educational session on plant-
based alternative proteins included 
a sample taste-test of three Gardein 
products and a discussion on alterna-
tive protein history and current mar-
ket trends by Matt Walters, H-E-B’s 
director of Meat Procurement. 

An update on the beef checkoff 
was provided by Molly McAdams, the 
new Texas Beef Council executive 
vice president. 

She highlighted promotional ef-
forts and advertising campaigns by 
the checkoff to strengthen demand 
for beef. McAdams also shared infor-
mation about outreach efforts with 
dietitians, teachers, students and 
chefs. 

Trade, economic outlook  
Engaging world customers helps 

keep U.S. agriculture growing. 
“About 97% of the world’s popula-

tion lives outside the U.S.,” Kyle Gil-
liam, manager of Global Strategies 
and Trade for the U.S. Grains Coun-
cil, said. “Free trade agreements are 
how we advance our overall trade, 
and it’s important to continue de-
veloping relationships all across the 
world.”

Since over 20% of U.S. agricultur-
al production is exported each year, 
trade plays an important role in the 
economic outlook for agriculture. 

Dr. Bart Fischer, co-director and 
assistant research professor at the 
Texas A&M Agricultural Food and 
Policy Center, talked about that out-
look and factors to consider. 

The International Monetary Fund 
predicted a sharp V-shaped economic 
recovery in the wake of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. While Fischer said the 
prediction has held true so far, the 
agricultural sector may be impacted 
by one or more factors soon. Exports, 
cattle markets, inheritance taxes, 
environmental actions and govern-
ment farm assistance programs can 
all cause major shifts in agricultural 
economics, according to Fisher. 

The next farm bill will also play a 
role in the agricultural economy. 

87th Texas Legislature recap
TFB Government Affairs staff dis-

cussed legislative wins during a pan-
el discussion. Several of TFB’s legis-
lative priorities, including eminent 
domain, feral hog control and rural 
broadband, were signed into law by 
Gov. Greg Abbott.

A more detailed recap is available 
on pages 12-13. 

Additional sessions
Additional sessions covered pes-

ticide regulations and registrations 
with Bayer Crop Science. 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service Director Jeff Hyde provided 
an update on opportunities and chal-
lenges facing the agency, and TFB Di-
rector of Communications Gary Joiner 
shared how to fact check news sources 
and information you find online. 
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Rep. Arrington honored with Farm Bureau’s Golden Plow Award

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

For his commitment to sound ag-
ricultural policy, Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) and American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) presented U.S. 
Rep. Jodey Arrington with the presti-
gious AFBF Golden Plow Award.

The award is the highest honor 
the national organization gives to 
sitting members of Congress.

“Since taking office to serve the 
Texas 19th Congressional District 
in 2017, Congressman Arrington has 
been a steadfast advocate for farm 
and ranch families across the state 
and nation,” TFB President Russell 
Boening said. “He has led efforts to 
strengthen the farm safety net, pro-
mote international trade, improve 
tax policy, reduce government regu-
lations and expand rural infrastruc-
ture, among others.”

As a member of the U.S. House 
Ways and Means Committee, Ar-
rington helped address taxes, trade, 
energy and agriculture. He also co-

chairs the Rural Health Care Task 
Force and was appointed to serve a 
second term as deputy chair of the 
National Republican Congressional 
Committee.

“Thanks to Congressman Ar-
rington’s efforts, the estate tax 
exemption was doubled,” AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall said. “He 
continues to work toward the goal 
of full repeal of the estate tax, which 
threatens the economic sustainabili-
ty of our farm and ranch businesses.”

Boening noted Arrington’s experi-
ence and knowledge of agriculture, 
government and the private sector 
proves beneficial in Congress.

“Congressman Jodey Arrington 
fights hard for farmers and ranch-
ers in Texas and across the country,” 
Boening said. “He is a leader who 
truly understands the determina-
tion of those involved in agriculture 
and works each day to provide more 
opportunity for rural America. Texas 
Farm Bureau thanks him for his ser-
vice and congratulates him on this 

honorable achievement, which is 
awarded to only one member of the 
entire U.S. House of Representatives 
annually.”

AFBF’s Golden Plow Award rec-
ognizes members of Congress who 
exemplify agricultural leadership 
and support of Farm Bureau poli-

cies. Recipients are chosen for hav-
ing a philosophy or record that dem-
onstrates a commitment to sound ag 
policies supported by Farm Bureau, 
the private enterprise system, fiscal 
conservatism and reduced federal 
regulation of businesses and indi-
viduals.

Rep. Brady recognized with TFB’s Distinguished Service Award
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) recog-

nized U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady with its 
Distinguished Service Award, citing 
his leadership and outstanding ser-
vice to Texas farmers and ranchers.

Brady represents Texas’ 8th Con-
gressional District, a position he has 
held since 1997. 

He is the lead Republican on the 
U.S. House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. While serving as chair of this 
committee, Brady championed the 
2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. This leg-
islation reformed the U.S. tax code for 
the first time in more than 30 years, 
providing needed relief for farmers 
and ranchers and creating millions of 
American jobs.

“Any time Texas farm and ranch 
families need help, we know we 
can always depend on Congress-
man Brady to provide commonsense 
solutions,” TFB President Russell 
Boening said. “He has proven this 

throughout his tenure in Congress 
by helping with Texas Farm Bureau 
priority issues such as trade, taxes, 
regulatory reform, farm policy, disas-
ter assistance and more.”

Brady is a recognized national 
leader in free trade. He led efforts to 
ratify the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment, which modernized NAFTA and 
provided more opportunities for ag-
riculture. While in Congress, he has 
helped successfully secure passage of 
13 of America’s 15 free trade agree-
ments.

He served as chair of the Joint 
Committee on Taxation and as a 
member of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee of the House and Senate. 
Brady also chaired both the Health 
Care and Trade Subcommittees of 
Ways and Means.

“We are presenting him with Texas 
Farm Bureau’s Distinguished Service 
Award for his unwavering dedication 
to Texas agriculture,” Boening said. 
“He is a true problem solver who we 

can always depend on to work across 
the aisle to get the job done.”

TFB’s Distinguished Service 
Award is the highest honor the orga-
nization bestows upon an individual. 

It is presented only with the unani-
mous consent of the organization’s 
board of directors. The award is not 
given every year, but only to the most 
deserving of individuals.

U.S. Rep. Jodey Arrington (center) receives the Golden Plow Award from 
American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall (left) and Texas 
Farm Bureau President Russell Boening (right) in San Marcos during TFB’s 
Summer Leadership Conference.

U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady (left) receives the Distinguished Service Award from 
Texas Farm Bureau President Russell Boening (right) during TFB’s Summer 
Leadership Conference in San Marcos.
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TFB launches webpage focused on climate issues, resources
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
To help farmers, ranchers and 

landowners navigate information re-
lated to agricultural sustainability, 
climate issues and carbon markets, 
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) launched 
the Climate Issue Resources web-
page. 

The information and resources 
are available at texasfarmbureau.
org/climate. 

“There are many emerging ideas 
and platforms related to climate and 
carbon markets, so it’s important to 
stay informed,” Jay Bragg, TFB as-

sociate director of Commodity and 
Regulatory Activities, said. “This 
webpage serves as a resource that 
will be continually updated with in-
formation to help farmers, ranchers 
and landowners have accurate infor-
mation available to them.” 

The webpage includes sections 
on sustainability, carbon markets, 
policy, research reports and news re-
lated to climate issues.  

“This page outlines trending top-
ics and information to help Farm 
Bureau members better understand 
the opportunities, challenges and 
other considerations they should 

take into account before enrolling in 
carbon or sustainability markets,” 
Bragg said. 

He noted Texas farmers and 
ranchers work to be environmen-
tally and economically sustainable. 
Agricultural research and voluntary 
stewardship investments and prac-
tices, some of which are outlined in 
the farm bill, have helped farmers 
strengthen their stewardship efforts. 

New analysis of data from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency also 
highlights agricultural emissions 
reductions and the importance of de-
veloping new research and technolo-

gies to capture more carbon in crop-
land and pastureland, he said.

“Farmers and ranchers across the 
state and nation use climate-smart 
practices that reduce emissions, en-
rich the soil and protect our air and 
water,” Bragg said. “This resource 
page provides research documents, 
articles and policy information to 
keep farmers and ranchers informed 
on the many topics related to sus-
tainability and climate issues.”

View the resource information at 
texasfarmbureau.org/climate or con-
tact Bragg for more information at 
jbragg@txfb.org. 

Contraceptive available to help control wild pigs
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
A new hog contraceptive is avail-

able in Texas to help control the 
growth of the feral hog population 
over time. 

HogStop is a male contraceptive 
developed by Daniel Loper, his fa-
ther Dr. Daniel C. Loper and their 
partner, Brad Fails. 

“It’s an all-natural feed bait that 
is made out of ingredients we feed 
the cattle and deer, and we just com-
bined it in such a way to use it on 
feral hogs to make the boars sterile,” 
Loper said in an interview with the 
Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network. 
“It’s just designed to make the boars 
less fertile, so we can get a hold on 
the feral hog population.”

According to a recent U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture survey, feral 
hogs cause more than $230 million 
in losses annually to Texas agricul-
ture. And those damages are expect-
ed to grow. 

Farmers and ranchers have testi-
fied before lawmakers, saying hunt-
ing and trapping alone can’t control 
the invasive species. 

That’s where Loper hopes the 
HogStop product can help. 

HogStop is a bait feed developed 
by the trio, who tested formulas to 
find a feed that would be palatable 
for hogs. 

“Hopefully, we just keep seeing 

Feral hogs cause extreme damage to Texas agriculture and urban areas each 
year, but a new contraceptive aims to help control the invasive species. Photo 
courtesy U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

numbers reduce and reduce and re-
duce, because the reproductive cycle 
is three months, three weeks and 
three days. So, if we can just inter-
rupt a couple of those reproductive 
cycles, we’re really reducing the 
threat of the feral hogs,” he said.

A field study showed boar fertility 
was reduced after five days of eat-
ing the feed and that it maintained 
fertility interruption for at least 30 
days, according to Loper. 

HogStop is considered a 25(b) pes-
ticide under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act by 
the Environmental Protection Agen-

cy, which means it does not have to 
be registered by the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture before use.  

Loper recommends farmers and 
ranchers purchase feeders to keep 
out other animals and feed the prod-
uct year round. 

“We’ve developed hog-specific 
feeders to keep out other animals, 
and it impacts monogastrics more 
than it does ruminants,” Loper said. 

The trio has been working on the 
product for about three years. As a 
former Texas dairy farmer, Loper’s 
dad’s experience in ruminant nutri-
tion and background in nutritional 

biochemistry helped in the develop-
ment. 

“My dad, through his experience, 
knew that certain feeds impact fer-
tility in animals,” Loper said. 

The product is manufactured in 
Texas and is produced in cooperation 
with Hi-Pro Feeds. It is available 
wherever Hi-Pro products are sold. 

The trio also established relation-
ships with Barclay and Wild Pig 
Feeder, two companies that manufac-
ture two different feeders designed 
to target wild pigs. 

“We’ve got the product. We’ve test-
ed it. We’ve shown that it does show 
a reduction in fertility and morphol-
ogy and motility in these boars,” Lop-
er said. 

He noted it also impacts sow fer-
tility, but it was tougher to trace. 

With the feral hog population on 
the rise, the threat to fields, pas-
tures, water sources and livestock 
also increases.

The invasive species can degrade 
water quality and introduce E. coli, 
making the water unsafe to drink. 
They also pose a threat to livestock 
and wildlife, preying on small ani-
mals. 

“Farmers and ranchers need every 
tool possible to help control the ever-
growing feral hog population,” Tracy 
Tomascik, TFB associate director of 
Commodity and Regulatory Activi-
ties, said. 

For more information about Hog-
Stop bait feed, visit www.hogstop.com. 
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You asked for a tractor that could do it all. You got it. Massey Ferguson® Global Series tractors are here, and they’re 
redesigned by industry experts based on input from farmers like you. They’re efficient enough to handle smaller 
tasks. Powerful enough to take on bigger jobs. And they’ve undergone 65,000 hours of rigorous endurance 
testing to prove they’re ready to stand up to the most extreme conditions.

Dealer Imprint Area

VISIT US TODAY.  

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND  

THE RIGHT MODEL FOR 

YOUR OPERATION.

www.masseyferguson.us

©2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18P002VA 

A LEGACY IS BUILT. NEVER GIVEN.
MEET THE GLOBAL SERIES.

VISIT US TODAY.  WE’LL HELP YOU FIND  THE RIGHT MODEL FOR YOUR OPERATION.
You asked for a tractor that could do it all. You got it. Massey Ferguson® Global Series tractors are here, and they’re 
redesigned by industry experts based on input from farmers like you. They’re efficient enough to handle smaller 
tasks. Powerful enough to take on bigger jobs. And they’ve undergone 65,000 hours of rigorous endurance 
testing to prove they’re ready to stand up to the most extreme conditions.

Dealer Imprint Area

VISIT US TODAY.  

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND  

THE RIGHT MODEL FOR 

YOUR OPERATION.

www.masseyferguson.us

©2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18P002VA 

A LEGACY IS BUILT. NEVER GIVEN.
MEET THE GLOBAL SERIES.

©2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18P002VA

DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

GRANBURY
THREE RIVERS EQUIPMENT

817-736-1165
threeriversequipment.com

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG 

EQUIPMENT
830-426-3701

lonestarkawasaki.com

KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES

903-270-0877
prequipmentsales.com

LUFKIN
JARVIS FARM EQUIPMENT

936-639-3276
jarvisfarming.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
tuttlemotor.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

CRP general, 
grasslands 
signup deadline

Farmers, ranchers and landown-
ers can sign up for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP) 
General and Grasslands programs.

USDA updated both signup op-
tions to provide greater incentives for 
farmers and ranchers to enroll.

General signup
Through CRP, farmers, ranchers 

and landowners establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species to 
control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat 
on cropland. 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
also added a new Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive for practices that 
sequester carbon and reduce green-
house gas emissions.

FSA also added a one-time “in-
flationary” adjustment for payment 
rates, as well as having more flexibil-
ity on adjusting soil rental rates.

Grasslands signup
CRP Grasslands helps landowners 

and operators protect grassland, in-
cluding rangeland, pastureland and 
certain other lands, while maintain-
ing the areas as grazing lands. 

FSA updated the Grasslands Sign-
up to establish a minimum rental 
rate of $15 per acre, as well as new 
National Grassland Priority Zones.

How to enroll
To enroll in the programs, farmers, 

ranchers and landowners should con-
tact their local USDA Service Center 
by the July 23 deadline. 

To enroll in the CRP Grasslands 
signup, they should contact USDA by 
the Aug. 20 deadline.
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Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

O N  E L I G I B L E  N E W  RA N G E R, F-1 5 0  O R  SU P E R  DU T Y ®

We are proud to offer exclusive
savings to Farm Bureau®

members and be the official
truck of the Farm Bureau’s
Young Farmers and Ranchers.

FORD  F-150 FORD  SUPER DUTY ® FORD  RANGER ®

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus
Cash on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2020/2021/2022 Ford Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is not available
on F-150 Lightning, F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other
Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm
Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s
stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete
details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.
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AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC.

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-421-0989
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA

940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

GRANBURY
MIKE BROWN FORD

866-510-0950
www.mikebrownford.net

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD

979-743-4111
www.chuckbrownford.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD

254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.

254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WHARTON
VON - WIL FORD INC.

979-532-4360

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com

WINNSBORO
TEXAS COUNTRY FORD

903-342-3700
www.texascountryford.com

Don’t miss out on this offer.
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!
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Successful state legislative session for Farm Bureau, agriculture

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Texas lawmakers approved sev-
eral bills during the 87th Legislative 
Session that will impact farmers, 
ranchers and rural Texans. 

“Major progress was made in ar-
eas of importance to farmers, ranch-
ers, private property owners and 
rural Texans. Particularly, we saw 
success in eminent domain reform,” 
Charlie Leal, Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) state legislative director, said. 
“That has been a goal of Texas Farm 
Bureau for several sessions. So, it’s 
good to have accomplished protec-
tions and to have a more fair and 
transparent process for landowners. 
We look forward to seeing how that 
will help in eminent domain trans-
actions between landowners and 
private entities moving forward.”

Strengthening private 
property rights

Landowners deserve fair treat-
ment when facing eminent domain 
proceedings. Too often, this doesn’t 
happen when they’re approached by 
condemning entities seeking ease-
ments for pipelines, transmission 
lines and other projects across their 
lands. 

But the passage of HB 2730 brings 
meaningful changes that benefit pri-
vate property owners. 

“The bill makes the process more 
fair and transparent by requiring 
the landowner to get an initial of-
fer that is clear whether or not it 
includes damages to the remainder. 
The legislation also requires the 
landowner to receive an easement 
agreement up front with standard 
terms. The bill also improves the 
landowner bill of rights that land-
owners will now get with or before 
the initial offer,” Leal said. “It cre-
ates a penalty for land agents that 
act unethically and provide lowball 
offers to landowners.”

Rep. DeWayne Burns and Sen. 
Lois Kolkhorst worked tirelessly 
on the issue for six years, and TFB 
is grateful for their dedication and 
drive to see their constituents re-
ceive a fairer eminent domain pro-

cess, Leal said. 
Feral hog control

An issue plaguing rural Texans—
and quickly encroaching upon sub-
urban and urban areas—is feral hog 
damage. The population of this inva-
sive species has exploded in recent 
years with few viable control meth-
ods in place. 

But a rider in the state budget 
now allocates funding to the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (TDA) 
and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service to research and develop fur-
ther methods of feral hog control, in-
cluding a feral hog toxicant that has 
been approved by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency but is not 
yet available in Texas. 

“The study of the use of warfa-
rin-based feral hog toxicants and 
the proposed program and study by 
AgriLife will allow landowners to 
have access to these products if the 
study proves successful, which we 
believe will happen,” Leal said. 

Improving rural 
Texans’ lives

Small towns and rural communi-
ties are not known for dependable, 
high-speed internet access. 

Awareness of this issue was high-
lighted during the COVID-19 pan-
demic as families were forced to 
work and learn at home, often rely-
ing on subpar internet connections. 

HB 5 seeks to help Texans by ex-
panding broadband service to un-
derserved areas, including rural set-
tings that have long been overlooked 
by internet service providers. 

“The bill will create a statewide 
broadband development office that 
would promote research and develop 
the expansion of access to broadband 
service throughout Texas,” Leal said. 
“It sets up a development council, 
as well, bringing in representatives 
from all sectors of Texas, including 
ambassadors for the rural and agri-
cultural sectors. This will allow the 
state to set a statewide plan and 
bring down federal allocation fund-
ing when available.” 

An additional bill, HB 3924, will 
improve the lives of many self-em-
ployed Texans through the offering 
of affordable, non-insurance health 
plans. 

Under the new legislation, TFB 
can offer these health plans to mem-
bers who may struggle to find afford-

able health care coverage. 
“These plans are not insurance, 

but they offer extensive health cov-
erage benefits,” Leal said. “We feel 
as though they’re a good option for 
people who don’t have access to 
health insurance through their em-
ployer and don’t receive subsidized 
coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act. Other state Farm Bureaus have 
offered similar programs for years, 
and their members have found them 
to be of great value.” 

Protecting farmers
and ranchers

TFB has long advocated for poli-
cies and laws that protect farmers 
and ranchers.

The Farm Animal Liability Act 
(FALA) expansion bill, HB 365, 
strengthens some of those protec-
tions by ensuring farmers and 
ranchers receive the same liability 
shields already in place for other ag-
ricultural activities. 

The original Texas statute said 
people hosting agritourism events 
such as livestock shows, rodeos 
and other activities were protected 
against liability for “property dam-
age or damages arising from the per-
sonal injury or death of a participant 
in a farm animal activity or livestock 
show” where people can reasonably 
expect to be around livestock. 

But in a case that went before the 
Texas Supreme Court last year, the 
court determined FALA did not ap-
ply to farmers and ranchers doing 
normal ranching activities. 

Thankfully, Leal said lawmakers 
saw the inherent inequality of the 
court’s application and drafted legis-
lation to correct it. 

Now, FALA is expanded to live-
stock owners on their private prop-
erty, as well. 

Another bill Leal noted will be 
beneficial to farmers and ranchers is 
HB 1480. 

“This bill, known as the agricul-
ture trespass bill, creates a criminal 
offense for anyone who damages or 
vandalizes or seeks to destroy or 
cause any kind of harm to any ani-
mal or crop facility and its contents,” 

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) had a successful legislative session, and many 
bills that will positively impact agriculture were signed by Gov. Greg Abbott. 
Those bills include eminent domain reform, authorizing TFB health plans as 
a member benefit, feral hog control, rural broadband and more. 
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The denser the bale, 
the better the feed.

newholland.com

The Roll-Belt™ 560 Round Baler produces bales that are 39% more dense than 
the competition. A denser bale is naturally higher in crude protein and feed 
value, while providing improved palatability. It adds up to higher quality feed 
that can increase average daily gain in your cattle. See all the advantages a New 
Holland Roll-Belt™ Round Baler provides at betterbaling.com.

© 2019 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH 
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND EQUIP. INC.

800-717-3157
www.collinstractorandequipment.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO., INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

H-2A Guest Workers
could be your solution!

We understand the nature of your
business and the importance of a

Arnulfo Hinojosa
Vice President

ahinojosa@FEWAglobal.org

he said. “This is an issue that we 
have seen with activist groups who 
have sought to utilize employment 
and trespass on these facilities in or-
der to gain notoriety for themselves 
or their groups.” 

Keeping Texas 
agriculture strong

Several bills were also passed 
that will help keep Texas agriculture 
strong. 

Sunset reviews of TDA, the Texas 
Animal Health Commission and the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment were completed with recom-
mendations from the legislature to 
continue those agencies. 

Continuation of TDA included 
funding for the Texas Boll Weevil 
Eradication Foundation and the 
Texas Prescribed Burning Board, 
two programs Leal said are crucial 
to Texas farmers and ranchers. 

All three agencies received exten-
sions until 2033, which is the maxi-
mum period (12 years) agencies can 
operate without undergoing another 
sunset review, according to Leal. He 
said it is a testament to the efficien-

cy and importance of those agencies 
to have received the maximum ex-
tension period. 

Another area which will strength-
en Texas agriculture is a cooperative 
agreement between TDA, state uni-
versities and “interested parties” to 
research and develop methods of de-
tection and mitigation of crop pests 
and diseases. 

Under HB 2089, interested farm-
ing and ranching organizations like 
TFB and commodity-specific orga-
nizations may create partnerships 
with TDA and a state university to 
undertake research and develop-
ment projects. 

Those projects will prove ben-
eficial to Texas agriculture as the 
participants work to eradicate plant 
pests and diseases, Leal added. 

Bills that did not 
pass this session

“We can’t win them all, and that 
was the case for a few bills we were 
working on this session,” Leal said. 
“Unfortunately, there was no new 
legislation approved for protection 
of surface water and groundwater 

rights or truth in labeling. There was 
a hemp farming bill that would have 
aligned state regulations with those 
of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, but there were some disagree-
ments between the House and Sen-
ate that ultimately failed the bill.”

These bills may not have passed, 
but Leal said TFB members who 
participated in the legislative pro-
cess this session have much to be 
proud of. 

“When I go into legislative offices, 
I want them to see the Farm Bureau 
pin on my lapel and remember our 
county leaders and members in their 
district who sent me to represent 
them. We had a phenomenal session 
and achieved many of our goals,” he 
said. “That’s directly attributable 
to the active involvement from our 
members and county leaders being so 
engaged with their lawmakers.”

TFB will continue the fight for ru-
ral and agricultural policy between 
now and the next legislative session. 

“We remain engaged with law-
makers and their staff throughout 
the ‘off season’ to help them remain 

aware of issues that affect their con-
stituents and our members,” Leal 
said. “Our grassroots policy develop-
ment process ensures our members’ 
voices are heard, and we remain com-
mitted to bringing those voices to the 
legislative process.” 

For more information on the vari-
ous bills, view previous issues of the 
Austin Newsletter at texasfarmbu-
reau.org/advocacy/austin-newsletter.

Gov. Greg Abbott announced a special 
session will begin July 8. 
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Farmers, ranchers share tax concerns with Brady during forum 

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Farmers and ranchers from 
across Texas’ 8th Congressional Dis-
trict recently shared concerns on the 
Biden administration’s proposed tax 
increases with Congressman Kevin 
Brady.

At a forum discussion in Porter 
hosted by Texas Farm Bureau (TFB), 
Brady candidly discussed President 
Joe Biden’s proposal to increase 
some taxes and reverse portions of 
the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

“We know from the Family Busi-
ness Estate Tax Coalition that re-
pealing this one provision, the [step-
up in basis tax] provision, will cost 
over a million U.S. jobs in the first 12 
years and a whopping 100,000 every 
year after,” he said. “And it doesn’t 
stop there. Paychecks go down, and 
the U.S. economy shrinks because 
of this. It’s unfair. It’s wrong, and it 
punishes the wrong people for work-
ing their whole lifetimes.”

Farmers such as Charles Ring, 
who grows cotton, sorghum and 
corn, relayed stories of how retroac-
tive changes to capital gains taxes in 
2021 and eliminating the step-up in 
tax basis of property could have dev-
astating effects on their business.

Currently, Ring said he owns older 
cotton pickers that he’d like to trade 
in to purchase new machines. But 
when he asked his CPA if he would 
have to pay capital gains taxes on 
the “income” from the trade-ins, the 
accountant was unsure.

“The money I receive from the 
old pickers is ‘ordinary income’ un-
der the current rules, but we’ve got 
stepped-up basis and [Section] 179 
to counteract that,” he said. “But if 
we lose any of that, I could come up 
with a ton of income that’s not even 
related to production.”

Eliminating the stepped-up tax 
basis and taxing unrealized capital 
gains at death would affect not only 
current farmers and ranchers, but 
future generations, TFB District 11 
State Director Allen Kaminski told 
Brady.

“We’ve had an operation in our 
family for over 125 years, and I’m 58 
years old,” he said. “My two daugh-
ters, my six grandchildren…where 
I’m located, outside of Houston, I’m 
not sure they can afford to keep the 
operation going when we pass if 
these tax changes come into play. I’d 
like this land to stay in my family.”

Death taxes don’t just impact the 
wealthy, Brady responded. Farmers, 
ranchers and small business owners 
receive the brunt of tax increases 
with the elimination of stepped-up 
basis, he said.

But he urged those in attendance 
to keep sharing their stories and 
concerns with legislators on both 
sides of the aisle. Getting those in 
favor of increasing taxes and elimi-
nating certain provisions to change 
their minds may be difficult, but 
it can be done if their constituents 
speak up.

“I think [the lawmakers push-
ing for changes] expect to get these 
changes because they don’t talk 
about you. They talk about the 
wealthy, so there’s no sympathy 
for you,” Brady said. “But the min-
ute you start talking about family-
owned farm businesses, everything 
changes. If we do our job correctly, 
we will stop this.”

Changes to capital gains tax 
policy that eliminate or scale back 
stepped-up basis could result in 

massive tax burdens for farmers and 
ranchers, noted TFB National Legis-
lative Director Laramie Adams. 

Under current tax law, transfers 
at death are not treated as a “sale” 
and capital gain is not taxed. Those 
inheriting farmland may also in-
crease the tax basis of the property 
to fair market value without paying 
capital gains tax. The property is in-
stead “stepped up” to current value, 
so capital gains taxes are only paid 
on appreciation since the property 
was inherited.

Many farms’ value lies in the land 
and equipment, Adams explained. 
So, eliminating that stepped-up ba-
sis would make passing down fam-
ily farms and ranches more difficult, 
because capital gains taxes would 
likely exceed the farm’s net income.

“As our members discussed with 
Congressman Brady, the step up 
in basis is a tax tool farmers and 
ranchers routinely use in passing 
operations and land from one gen-
eration to the next. If stepped-up ba-
sis is taken away from them, taxes 
would likely significantly exceed an-
nual income generated by the land, 
which means they would probably 
have to liquidate to pay the taxes 
and lose their family land and live-
lihood,” Adams said. “That’s not fair 
to those families who are working 
to preserve that operation for the 
next generation, and that’s not how 

things are done in this country. We 
don’t reward hard work by effective-
ly taking away their children’s right 
to inherit.”

He repeated Brady’s warning that 
repealing stepped-up basis will also 
damage the U.S. economy.

In a recent report for the Family 
Business Estate Tax Coalition, the 
conductors of the study found mid-
dle-class, family-owned businesses 
would be hardest hit by the repeal. 
The gross domestic product relative 
to the U.S. economy in 2021 would 
be reduced by about $10 billion over 
10 years, with farmers, ranchers and 
other small businesses bearing the 
weight of the economic downturn.

“American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion and Texas Farm Bureau are 
working diligently with our lawmak-
ers to make sure everyone is aware 
of how detrimental these changes 
could really be for family farms and 
ranches,” Adams said. “We are en-
couraging our members to reach out 
and share their concerns with us 
and their legislators, because this is 
a very real, very urgent issue, and 
family legacies are at stake. The dif-
ference in being able to pass your 
farm or ranch down to your children 
or grandchildren hangs in the bal-
ance, so this is definitely something 
we need all our members to engage 
in and act upon.”

TFB is planning more tax forum 
discussions across the state. If you 
are interested in participating, con-
tact Adams at 254-751-2654 or by 
email at ladams@txfb.org.

“We’ve hosted about 45 farm tours 
since January with our congres-
sional delegation. This tax issue is 
one of the top issues we hear about,” 
Adams said. “We have the stories. 
We just need to make sure they’re 
shared. When you can put it in your 
own words, raw video, anything you 
can send us that Farm Bureau and 
other agricultural organizations can 
share and help amplify that mes-
sage…well, it seems simple, but real 
people sharing their real concerns is 
very powerful.”

Texas Farm Bureau members told U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady that proposals 
to impose capital gains at death and to repeal stepped-up basis would be 
devastating to farms and ranches.
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USFWS grants Texas program permit for black vulture management
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
More ranchers are finding their 

livestock, particularly newborn or 
young animals, falling victim to black 
vultures. Although the birds are pri-
marily carrion scavengers, they’re 
also a predatory species that kill kid 
goats, calves and lambs when the op-
portunity arises. 

“Traditionally, black vultures are 
only found in South Texas, but in the 
last decade they’ve expanded, and 
the population has grown. They’ve 
always been a problem for ranchers, 
but with the expansion in range and 
numbers, it’s become an even bigger 
problem,” Texas Wildlife Services 
(TWS) Program State Director Mike 
Bodenchuk said. “And now we’ve 
seen changes in Texas livestock 
production. Where people used to 
breed wool sheep, they’re raising 
hair breeds. Hair breeds might be 
lambing year-round, calves are hit-
ting the ground in unusual seasons 
or what used to be unusual season, 
and now we’ve got a bigger problem 
because there are a lot of vultures in 
the summer and fall.”

The crafty birds have learned to 
home in on livestock birthing areas. 

Although they assist in cleaning up 
afterbirth and stillborn livestock, 
they also gather in large numbers to 
attack females during the birthing 
process, resulting in lost replace-
ment animals and sometimes lost 
mothers, as well. 

It may be tempting to shoot black 
vultures that are attacking live-
stock, but Bodenchuk cautioned 
they’re protected under the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act, which pre-

vents people from killing vultures 
or any other migratory bird without 
a permit. 

So, to help Texas ranchers who 
are losing livestock to black vultures, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) granted a permit to the Texas 
Wildlife Damage Management Asso-
ciation (TWDMA) for black vulture 
management. TWDMA is a member 
of the cooperative TWS. 

Previously, those experiencing is-
sues with the birds could obtain a 
depredation permit from FWS, but 
it’s a time-consuming and detailed 
process. Now, a sub-permit can be 
quickly issued by TWDMA. 

“The traditional permitting pro-
cess through FWS can be long and 
problematic. You must apply online, 
pay online and then there can be a 
60- to 90-day wait, which for most 
people, is too long,” Bodenchuk said. 
“But the blanket permit issued by 
FWS to TWDMA allows the asso-
ciation to give sub-permit status to 
livestock producers. They can con-
tact the Wildlife Services district of-
fice, speak with a biologist and the 
association can issue a permit usu-
ally within about 48 hours.”

Depredation permits allow for 
lethal removal of a few vultures to 
reinforce nonlethal harassment. 
Under the sub-permit, ranchers can 
remove up to five black vultures 

each. The blanket permit issued by 
FWS to TWDMA allows for the le-
thal removal of up to 750 vultures 
in Texas.

Non-lethal control methods in-
clude auditory and visual dispersal 
methods like lasers, propane can-
nons and “effigies,” decoy birds hung 
head-down as though they were 
dead. 

Lethal control serves as a deter-
rent to remaining members of the 
bird’s flock, Bodenchuk said. 

He also noted TWS recommends 
ranchers hang the dead vultures in 
a nearby tree because vultures don’t 
like to come near a dead vulture. 

“So, by shooting one and hanging 
it as an effigy, a rancher can rein-
force hazing and chase another 50 of 
them off,” he said. 

The organization recognizes the 
permit cap of 750 is limited, but 
there is a possibility it might be ex-
tended if there’s enough need. 

Bodenchuk said TWS biologists 
would be “triaging” cases to make 
sure those who have the most need 
can get a permit. 

Ranchers should call their TWS 
district office to start the sub-permit 
application process. 

Black vulture populations have increased over the last decade, bringing 
about a rise in livestock attacks, as well. Newborn livestock are particularly 
vulnerable.

The birds are known carrion scavengers but will turn predatory if the 
opportunity arises.
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Canyon:  806-651-2880

College Station:  979-599-5070

Corpus Christi:  361-299-1176

Ft. Stockton: 432-360-1122

Ft. Worth:  817-978-3146

Kerrville:  830-896-6535

San Angelo:  325-655-6101

Uvalde: 830-278-4464

TWS District Office 
Contact Information
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Each year, we ask Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) members and their families to 
capture rural Texas and the rural lifestyle through the lens of their camera. And 
each year, they deliver.

Hundreds of photos from TFB members across the state were submitted to 
this year’s contest. Though it was a difficult task, TFB staff critiqued the photos 
capturing various parts of the Lone Star State and selected this year’s winners.

2021 TEXAS FARM BUREAU

Photo Contest WINNERS
Honorable Mention

Mia Meehan of Grandview captured Texas’ sunniest and brightest 
crop—sunflowers—with a busy little bee hard at work.

Social hour before the work begins. Our second place photo was submitted by Dessie 
Elledge of Petrolia.

Squad goals. Lana Fernandez of Post snapped this 
photo and earned Honorable Mention.

A future farmer dreaming of his own crops. Kayla Otahal of Corpus 
Christi received Honorable Mention with this photo of her son 
checking a field of grain sorghum. 

2nd
PLACE

1st
PLACE

Honorable Mention
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More good photos include (from top, clockwise):

Praisin’ and grazin’. This photo was captured by Wyatt Robbins of Mission. 

Prepping the ground for planting. Kailynn Peugh of Ackerly submitted this 
photo. 

Fog Horn the Rooster. Kinley Felps of Blanco captured this photo. 

Fill ‘er up! Dakota Davidson of Detroit captured this photo of golden kernels 
spilling into the hopper during harvest. 

Under cover! Paul Estrada of Lubbock captured this photo of an adult Texas 
Horned Lizard on the flatlands of the Lone Star State. 
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EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm and your neighbors’ farms all year long. 
Today, membership can save you up to $500 on new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
$500

on Farmall® compact A & C series, Farmall utility A 
series, Farmall 100A series, Farmall utility C series, 
Farmall utility U series, Farmall V series, and 
Farmall N series tractors as well as round &  
small square balers, disc mower conditioners  
and sickle mower conditioners.

on Vestrum® and Maxxum® 
series tractors as well as 
large square balers and 
self-propelled windrowers.

*  Offer available through December 31, 2021. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained at www.fb.org/about/join. See your participating 
Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are 
used by CNH America LLC under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Print your certificate today!† Visit http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a  
cash discount - from $300 to $500 

- when purchasing qualifying Case IH 
equipment from participating dealerships.

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY 

CENTER
800-588-7100

www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
800-514-9381

www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
830-584-1576

www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
956-689-2137

www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
361-387-1572

www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. 

INC.
512-352-6381

www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Representatives introduce legislation on cattle market transparency

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) spear-
headed a national Farm Bureau ef-
fort urging top Biden administra-
tion officials to recognize the border 
crisis and take swift action to help 
farm and ranch families impacted by 
the surge of illegal immigration.

A letter sent to Secretary Alejan-
dro Mayorkas of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security, Secretary 
Tom Vilsack of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and Secretary Deb 
Haaland of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior was signed by TFB, 49 
other state Farm Bureaus, the Puer-
to Rico Farm Bureau and the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation.

“We have been listening to the 
concerns of our members and hear-
ing how their livelihoods are being 
affected by the surge on the border. 
Farm and ranch families, many of 

Farm Bureaus urge federal government to address border crisis

Recently introduced legislation 
would create greater price discovery 
and transparency within the cattle 
market, while giving producers more 
tools and useful information. The 
Farm Bureau-backed Optimizing 
the Cattle Market Act of 2021 would 
direct the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) to create a cattle for-
mula contracts library and increase 
the reporting window for “cattle 
committed” from seven to 14 days.

The bill, introduced by Reps. 
Vicky Hartzler (R-Mo.) and Eman-
uel Cleaver (D-Mo.), would also re-
quire USDA, in consultation with 
the department’s chief economist, to 
establish mandated minimums for 
regional negotiated cash and nego-
tiated grid live cattle trade and to 
consider stakeholder input through 
a public comment period. Consider-
ation must also be given to peer re-
viewed economic research from land 
grant universities.

According to bill language, the 
minimums may be weekly or an-
other periodic basis, must account 
for black swan events and must be 
reviewed every two years.

The bill notes that after three 

years, a cost-benefit analysis should 
be conducted to determine the oper-
ation and effect of regional manda-
tory minimums.

“America’s families are paying 
more for meat at the grocery store 
while rock bottom prices are paid to 
farmers. Ranchers can’t continue to 
lose money on the cattle they work 
hard to raise. Farmers and ranchers 
have legitimate questions, and this 
legislation takes important steps to-
ward ensuring they have fair access 
to markets and are fully informed 
on pricing,” American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy Duvall 
said. “We appreciate Rep. Hartzler 
and Rep. Cleaver for introducing the 
Optimizing the Cattle Market Act of 
2021, and we look forward to work-
ing with Congress to make certain 
farmers and ranchers can continue 
to put dinner on the table in homes 
across America.”

The measure also expresses that 
there is a need for expedited reau-
thorization of the Livestock Manda-
tory Reporting program, including 
base prices subject to the same re-
porting requirements as negotiated 
cash and the creation of a contract 

library. It directs USDA to provide 
educational outreach activities for 
producers on how to best use the li-
brary.

“This legislation aims to usher 
in transparency improvements and 
restores accountability in the indus-
try to lift up these struggling sec-
tors and embark on a new chapter 
of progress for our cattlemen and 
women,” Hartzler said. “I am proud 
to introduce the Optimizing the Cat-
tle Market Act to make this a reality 

for our nation’s trusted agricultural 
partners.”

The Optimizing the Cattle Market 
Act of 2021 is similar to Sens. Deb 
Fischer (R-Neb.) and Ron Wyden’s 
(D-Oregon) Cattle Market Transpar-
ency Act of 2021 (S. 543).

More information on the new leg-
islation, cattle transactions and re-
gional minimum negotiated trade is 
available from AFBF in Market In-
tel reports found at fb.org/market-
intel.

whom have owned land for genera-
tions, are bearing the brunt of this 
unprecedented influx and have nev-
er seen a more dire situation,” the 
groups wrote in the June 3 letter.  

The Farm Bureaus said while il-
legal immigration is often perceived 
primarily as a southern border is-
sue, communities across the coun-
try are being negatively impacted. 
If not properly addressed, these is-
sues will only continue to multiply 
and escalate, according to the Farm 
Bureaus.

“They shared how their crops and 
property are being damaged, which 
in turn has caused financial hard-
ship. For example, these landown-
ers are experiencing cut fences, de-
stroyed crops, compromised water 
sources, vandalism, litter on their 
property and more. Most important-

ly, the security and safety of these 
families are at stake given the cur-
rent circumstances,” stated the let-
ter.

The Farm Bureaus said local and 
state border security resources have 
been exhausted, leaving little help 
for farmers and ranchers. The orga-
nizations requested federal authori-
ties work promptly to provide ad-
ditional resources and enforce legal 
immigration to secure U.S. borders.

The groups say human smugglers 
(Coyotes) are making false promises 
and doing whatever it takes to get 
paid and get away, including jeop-
ardizing lives and property. In their 
desperation to evade law enforce-
ment, Coyotes abandon people, steal 
vehicles, vandalize property and 
threaten the safety and livelihoods 
of farmers and ranchers, according 

to the Farm Bureaus. The groups 
noted Coyotes are often criminals 
who smuggle drugs and firearms 
into the country, frequently leaving 
them on property, causing unrest for 
farm and ranch families. 

“The current situation should 
not be acceptable to you or to any 
American. People are being treated 
as a disposable source of income, and 
landowners are living in fear while 
Coyotes reap a windfall from leaving 
people destitute. You must not allow 
this to continue,” the letter stated.

Farmers and ranchers along the 
border continue to share stories of 
financial hardship and disruption 
from the surge of illegal immigrants. 
View their stories on Texas Farm 
Bureau’s Border Crisis Impacts 
webpage at texasfarmbureau.org/
border-crisis-impacts.

The Optimizing the Cattle Market Act of 2021 was recently introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to address issues in the cattle market. 
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By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

Teachers from across Texas grew 
their agricultural knowledge and 
cultivated techniques to incorpo-
rate agriculture into the classroom 
at this year’s Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) Summer Ag Institute.

During the four-day professional 
development event June 14-17 in 
Waco, the educators toured farms, 
ranches and agribusinesses in Cen-
tral Texas. They participated in 
hands-on activities to replicate in 
their own classrooms and heard 
from experts on topics important 
to Texas’ vibrant agricultural sec-
tor. The group also visited a facility 
that creates livestock feed rations 
and met with a rural veterinarian to 
learn about livestock feed and ani-
mal care. 

“The Summer Ag Institute is al-
most a week of hands-on, interactive 
learning to really drive home the ag-
ricultural concepts they’re learning 
about,” Jordan Walker, TFB associ-
ate director of Organization Division 
Educational Outreach, said. 

The group traveled to Waco Wet-
lands, where they learned about wa-
ter conservation and water testing. 

Conservationists from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service 
also talked about cover crops, rota-
tional grazing and other conserva-
tion practices farmers and ranchers 
engage in to ensure the best use and 
care of their land. 

Farm tours
In Cameron, the teachers vis-

ited the Livestock Nutrition Center, 
where feed is custom blended for 
ranchers according to their herd’s 
needs.

During a tour of the facility, the 
group learned how byproducts of hu-
man food and fiber production—like 
cottonseed, beet pulp and peanut 
hulls—are a quality source of nutri-
tion for livestock. 

The educators toured 44 Farms, 
a large-scale Angus cattle ranch. 
Director of Customer Experience 

James Burks explained how the 
operation produces top-quality beef 
cattle genetics for a variety of pur-
poses including seedstock, herd im-
provement and feeder calves. He 
also discussed their direct-to-con-
sumer beef sales, as well as their 
efforts to bring beef to restaurants 
and Walmart stores through an ex-
clusive partnership program.  

In Rogers, the teachers learned 
about honey production at Walker 
Honey Farm. 

The farm sells a variety of raw 

honey and honey-based food prod-
ucts, beeswax soaps, candles and 
craft meads, drinks and wine. Dur-
ing the tour, teachers learned about 
pollinator gardens, apiary and bee-
keeping, large-scale honey produc-
tion and how mead is made. 

At TrueHarvest Farms in Bel-
ton, a hydroponic lettuce and leafy 
greens grower, teachers followed the 
greens’ process from seed to harvest 
to learn about hydroponic food pro-
duction systems. 

The group visited with John Ev-

ans, a fifth-generation farmer and 
rancher in Little River Academy. 
Evans discussed his family farm’s 
evolution over the generations and 
how he used his background in 
technology to update some farming 
practices to increase yields and re-
duce inputs.

Hands-on activities, 
workshops

The group also participated in 
hands-on activities and lessons they 
can use in their classrooms, as well 
as learned from industry experts 
and fellow teachers. 

Previous TFB Outstanding Ag 
in the Classroom Teacher winners 
Martha McLeod and Mary Beth 
Bauer shared their experiences in-
corporating agriculture into the 
classroom and provided several les-
son plans they developed using agri-
cultural concepts. 

In a session with Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service Ento-
mologist Sonja Swiger, the group 
learned about insect classifications 
and life cycles. The lesson conclud-
ed with building insect habitats out 
of everyday objects. Swiger noted 
these habitats can easily be incor-
porated into classrooms at very low 
costs by using objects purchased at  
discount stores and having the stu-

Summer Ag Institute brings agriculture to Texas teachers
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At TrueHarvest Farms in Belton, a hydroponic lettuce and leafy greens 
grower, teachers followed the greens process from seed to harvest to learn 
more about hydroponic food production systems.

At Livestock Nutrition Center in Cameron, the teachers learned about 
sustainability and how farm byproducts are used for animal feed.

Teachers explored the new Texas 
Farm Bureau interactive Doorways 
to Agriculture mobile learning barn.



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
21

Covert Ford of Taylor
1200A Highway 79 East • Hutto, TX

Sales: 512-759-1414 
covertfordhutto.com

dents build them. 
The evening featured an interac-

tive demonstration by the Texas Beef 
Council connecting the beef cattle in-
dustry from pasture to plate. Teach-
ers pulled on aprons to grill their 
dinner while learning more about 
nutritional science and culinary arts.  

The teachers received lessons on 

plant propagation in the classroom, 
courtesy of the McLennan County 
Master Gardeners. They participat-
ed in a variety of activities to learn 
about propagation and seed germi-
nation that can easily be replicated 
in their classrooms.

Other sessions included informa-
tion from the Texas A&M Forest 

Service and a visit from Southwest 
Dairy Farmers’ mobile dairy barn.

Teachers from urban and rural 
areas alike enjoyed the experience. 

San Antonio teacher Janell Ni-
hipali, who teaches middle school 
math, science and social studies, 
said she is happy to take what she 
learned back to her students, many 
of whom live in apartments where 
they don’t have access to farms or 
even their own lawn.  

“I am super excited to show them 
there are things they can do with 
their families, even in their apart-
ments, with plants and animals that 
they otherwise wouldn’t experience,” 
she said. 

Teachers of subjects seemingly un-
connected to agriculture—like busi-
ness, computer science and digital 
media—left SAI with a new passion 
for sharing agriculture with students. 

“All of my professional develop-
ment has been sitting in a room 
learning about viruses and cyberse-
curity and computer programming 
problems. Here, we got out and got 
hot, dirty and stinky—all the things 

that kids love. It’s the first time in my 
life I’ve done anything like this, and 
I’m hooked,” Muenster Public School 
teacher Richard Harris said. “I teach 
kids about viruses and worms in 
computers, and now I’m going to be 
able to integrate entomology and 
plant propagation into their lessons. 
I’ve learned things about the dairy 
system that are highly technical, 
cotton gins, all the automated trac-
tors and plows and equipment. It’s 
been tremendous.” 

There’s room for agriculture in 
any subject and at every grade level, 
Walker noted.  

“Our goal is to show teachers how 
accessible agriculture is, no mat-
ter the subject or grade, and to help 
them find ways to work that into 
their daily lessons and curriculum 
so they can help their students un-
derstand more about how our food 
gets from the field to tables around 
the globe,” Walker said.

For more information on SAI 
and other educational opportunities 
available, visit texasfarmbureau.org/
aitc. 
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Teachers received a lesson on plant propagation in the classroom, courtesy 
of the McLennan County Master Gardeners.
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Access to TFB member benefits and services 
information is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

This issue’s featured benefit—

Ford
fordfarmbureauadvantage.com
1-254-399-5034

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
1-254-399-5034

IDX
idx.us/txfb

Case IH Discount
254-399-5034 

Caterpillar
cat.com/FarmBureau

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental  
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Amusement Park Discounts   
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Grainger Industrial Supply  
Discount Program
1-254-447-3275

Beltone Hearing Aid Program 
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts 
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
www.farmbureau.bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs  
Agelity – 1-866-292-7822
NBRX – 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn 
1-254-751-2420

Ji�y Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Hotel/Motel Discounts 
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses 
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales 
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane 
1-866-279-6660

O�ce Depot/O�ceMax 
www.o�cediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
DOESN’T COST–IT PAYS!

Complete detailed information about TFB’s benefits and 
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

Texas Farm Bureau members receive discounts 
on equipment brands that help get the job done.

texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits
DISCOVER YOUR MEMBER BENEFITS!

SAVE 
UP TO 

$5,000

SAVE 
UP TO 

$1,700

SAVE 
UP TO 

$500
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USDA announces more pandemic aid for farmers, businesses
Additional aid to farmers, ranch-

ers and businesses as part of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
initiative was announced June 15.

Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced 
plans to use available pandemic as-
sistance funds to address a number 
of gaps and disparities in previous 
rounds of aid.

As part of the Pandemic Assis-
tance initiative announced in March, 
USDA pledged to continue Coronavi-
rus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 
payments and to provide aid to pro-
ducers and businesses left behind.

Implementation of the assistance  
will continue within 60 days to in-
clude support to timber harvesters, 
biofuels, dairy farmers and proces-
sors, livestock farmers and contract 
growers of poultry, assistance for or-
ganic cost share and grants for per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE).

“USDA is honoring its commit-
ment to get financial assistance to 
producers and critical agricultural 
businesses, especially those left out 
or underserved by previous COVID 
aid,” Vilsack said. “These invest-
ments through USDA Pandemic As-
sistance will help our food, agricul-
ture and forestry sectors get back on 
track and plan for the future. Since 
January, USDA has provided more 
than $11 billion of assistance direct-
ly to producers and food and agricul-
ture business.”

In March, USDA announced $6 
billion in available funds through 
Pandemic Assistance to support a 
number of new programs or to modi-
fy existing efforts.

The following programming is 
planned for implementation within 
60 days, which will continue to be 
focused on filling gaps in previous 
rounds of assistance and helping be-
ginning, socially disadvantaged and 
small- and medium-sized producers 
that need support most:

• $200 million: Small, family-
owned timber harvesting and haul-
ing businesses

• $700 million: Biofuels producers

• Support for dairy farmers and 
processors includes:

4 $400 million: The new Dairy 
Donation Program to ad-
dress food insecurity and 
mitigate food waste and loss

4 Additional pandemic pay-
ments targeted to dairy 
farmers who have demon-
strated losses that have not 
been covered by previous 
pandemic assistance

4 About $580 million: Supple-

mental Dairy Margin Cover-
age for small and medium 
farms

• Assistance for poultry and live-
stock producers left out of previous 
rounds of pandemic assistance:

4 Contract poultry growers 
4 Livestock and poultry pro-

ducers forced to euthanize 
animals during the pandem-
ic (March 1, 2020 through 
December 26, 2020)

• $700 million: Pandemic Re-

sponse and Safety Grants for PPE 
and other protective measures to 
help specialty crop growers, meat 
packers and processors, seafood in-
dustry workers, among others

•  Up to $20 million: Additional 
organic cost share assistance, in-
cluding for producers who are tran-
sitioning to organic

The funding associated with 
USDA Pandemic Assistance is 
meant to serve as a bridge from dis-
ruptions associated with the pan-
demic to longer-term investments to 
help build back a better food system.

USDA also announced $5 billion 
in a mix of loans, grants and innova-
tive financing to make meaningful 
investments to build a food system 
that is more resilient against shocks, 
delivers greater value to growers 
and workers and offers consumers 
an affordable selection of healthy 
food produced and sourced locally 
and regionally by farmers and pro-
cessors from diverse backgrounds.

For more information, visit farm-
ers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

The latest round of pandemic aid announced in June includes assistance for 
food, agriculture and forestry sectors. 

Deadline approaches for Young Farmer & Rancher contests
The deadline to apply for Texas 

Farm Bureau’s Young Farmer & 
Rancher contests is fast approaching. 

Applications for the Outstanding 
Young Farmer & Rancher Award 
and Excellence in Agriculture Award 
are due Aug. 2. 

Applicants for both contests must 
be between the ages of 18 and 35 as 
of Jan. 31, 2022, and be current TFB 
members in good standing.

Applicants can apply as individ-
uals or married couples.

Outstanding Young Farmer 
& Rancher Contest

The Outstanding Young Farm-
er & Rancher Contest recognizes 
young farmers and ranchers who 
are actively engaged in farming or 
ranching full time.

This year’s state winner will re-
ceive the title to a ¾ ton diesel pick-
up, sponsored by Texas Farm Bureau 
Insurance Companies; a $5,000 cash 

award, sponsored by Farm Credit 
Bank of Texas; and expense-paid 
trips to both the TFB Annual Meet-
ing and American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) Annual Convention.

Two runners-up will receive a 
$500 cash award, sponsored by 
Southern Farm Bureau Life In-
surance Company, and expense-
paid trips to the TFB Annual 
Meeting.

All district winners will receive 
a $1,000 cash award from Farm 
Bureau Bank.

Excellence in 
Agriculture Contest

The EIA Contest rewards TFB 
members who are involved in agri-
culture but don’t make the major-
ity of their income through produc-
tion agriculture.

Eligible applicants include farm 
store managers, crop consultants, 
agricultural educators and those 

who are employed by an agricul-
tural business or agency.

The state winner will receive a 
UTV, sponsored by Southern Farm 
Bureau Life Insurance Company; 
a $5,000 cash prize, sponsored by 
Farm Credit Bank of Texas, and 
expense-paid trips to both the TFB 
Annual Meeting and AFBF Annual 
Convention.

The two runners-up will receive 
a $1,000 cash award, courtesy of 
Farm Bureau Bank, a $500 cash 
award, sponsored by Southern 
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Com-
pany, and an expense-paid trip to 
attend the TFB Annual Meeting.

Contest Information
Applications, sample questions 

and instructions are available online 
at texasfarmbureau.org/YFR.

For questions about the contest, 
email youngfarmers@txfb.org or 
call 254-399-5021.

J
U

LY 2, 2021



T
E

X
A

S
 A

G
R

IC
U

LT
U

R
E

24

b l o w  
pa s t 
s u m m e r
c l e a n i n g
ƒ

HSA 45
HEDGE TRIMMER
Includes charger and built-in battery.

"Light weight and easy to use." 

- Haefdh

BATTERY
BG 50
HANDHELD BLOWER

"Powerful and lightweight." 

- Kevin2376

FS 40 C-E
TRIMMER

"This trimmer is a great value." 

- Alwaysstihlin

16" bar†

CHAIN SAW
MS 170

"It starts easily and runs great." 

- Dick44

** *

stihldealers.comAll prices are BME-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. *Built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and 
components. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based upon which powerhead it is 
installed.  Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. © 2021 STIHL

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

Broadband bills would help bridge digital gap
Two bills introduced this spring 

would help improve access to broad-
band in rural America.

Farm Bureau supports both the 
Eliminating Barriers to Rural Inter-
net Development Grant Eligibility 
(EBRIDGE) Act (S. 1695, HR 3193) 
and the Broadband for Rural Ameri-
ca Act (HR 3369).

The EBRIDGE Act
The EBRIDGE Act seeks to en-

sure local communities can partner 
with the private sector in carrying 
out broadband projects and gives 
communities more flexibility in com-
plying with their funding match re-
quirements.

“Broadband is critical for farm-
ers, ranchers and rural communi-
ties,” American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration President Zippy Duvall 
said. “With 17% of rural Americans 
still without reliable broadband, 
the digital divide restricts access 
to essential education, health care 
and business resources, as well as 
limits farmers’ capacity to use the 

latest technology to meet sustain-
ability goals. Farm Bureau appreci-
ates Reps. Sam Graves (R-Mo.) and 
Michael Guest (R-Miss.) for intro-
ducing the Eliminating Barriers to 
Rural Internet Development Grant 
Eligibility Act.”

The bill would eliminate barri-
ers to investments in broadband in 
distressed communities by making 
them eligible for Economic Develop-
ment Administration grants. 

It would also clarify that eligible 
recipients may include public-pri-
vate partnerships and consortiums 
to leverage private sector expertise 
in project development and provide 
flexibility in the procurement pro-
cess to account for the limited avail-
ability of broadband services in dis-
tressed communities.

The measure would clarify that 
funds can be combined with other 
federal resources and provide flex-
ibility on accounting for in-kind 
methods to meet non-federal cost 
share.

The Broadband 
for Rural America Act

The Broadband for Rural Amer-
ica Act would provide more than 
$7 billion in authorizations for U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
broadband connectivity programs.

“Farm Bureau appreciates the Ag-
riculture Committee’s commitment 
to strengthening our rural commu-
nities and thanks Ranking Member 
Thompson (R-Penn.) for introducing 
the Broadband for Rural America 
Act, which would provide greater in-
vestment in USDA broadband pro-
grams, as well as foster greater co-
ordination among federal broadband 
deployment efforts,” Duvall said.

The measure would authorize 
$3.7 billion per year for critical ru-
ral broadband programs, including 
the ReConnect Rural Broadband 
Program, the Middle Mile Broad-
band Program and the Innovative 
Broadband Advancement Program. 
It would target limited resources 
so assistance is focused on the most 

rural and least-connected residents, 
who are often the most expensive to 
connect. 

The bill would also promote bor-
rower accountability and develop 
new tools to ensure promised ser-
vices are delivered to rural commu-
nities.

Two broadband bills introduced 
in Congress would help bridge the 
digital gap for rural America.
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Including

FREE
SHIPPING

SALE!
DRchipper.com

Request your FREE Product Catalog!
Toll Free: 800-323-4670

Make Yard Cleanup EASY with

DR® Chipper Shredders!
•  CHIP big branches up to 

5" thick

•  SHRED lighter yard and 
garden waste

•  REDUCE it all to a fraction 
of its original volume

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals...

AND underground pipelines.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the
excavation. The company will respond to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This
is a FREE service.

No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and Ranchers. No matter if you're deep tilling, drain
tiling, ditch cleaning or moving heavy loads. Understanding what's below ground will help you DIG
SAFELY.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and Army Corps of 
Engineers announced intent to re-
peal and replace the Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Rule.

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) calls the intent to 
rewrite the water rule a blow to ag-
riculture.

“The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration is extremely disappointed in 
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s announcement of its intention 
to reverse the environmentally con-
scious Navigable Waters Protection 
Rule, which finally brought clarity 
and certainty to clean water efforts,” 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said. 
“Farmers and ranchers care about 
clean water and preserving the land, 
and they support the Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Rule.”

Agricultural groups expressed 
concern of returning to burdensome 
and unclear regulations.

“When you start talking about 

EPA intends to repeal, rewrite Navigable Waters Protection Rule
ephemeral features, features that 
are ditches or even less than ditches, 
they only have water in them when 
it rains, all of a sudden you’re re-
ally kind of glossing over the fact 
that you’re regulating land use, as 
opposed to water,” AFBF Senior Di-
rector of Regulatory Relations Don 
Parrish said. “If that’s their target, 
the whole issue of where water ends 
and land begins, there’s a real ques-
tion mark on the landscape, and it’s 
going to create all kinds of issues.”

Farm Bureau noted the Navigable 
Waters Protection Rule announced 
last year accomplished the goals of 
clean water, clear regulations and 
respect for property rights. EPA’s in-
tent to reverse the rule washes all of 
that away, AFBF said.

“(EPA) Administrator Regan re-
cently recognized the flaws in the 2015 
Waters of the U.S. Rule and pledged 
not to return to those overreaching 
regulations. We are deeply concerned 
that the EPA plans to reverse the 

Navigable Waters Protection Rule, 
which puts the future of responsible 
protections at risk. We expected ex-
tensive outreach, but (this) announce-
ment fails to recognize the concerns of 
farmers and ranchers,” Duvall said. 
“We call on EPA to respect the statute, 
recognize the burden that overreach-
ing regulation places on farmers and 
ranchers and not write the term ‘navi-

gable’ out of the Clean Water Act. On 
this issue, and particularly prior con-
verted croplands and ephemerals, we 
also urge Secretary Vilsack to ensure 
that we don’t return to the regulatory 
land grab that was the 2015 WOTUS 
Rule. Clean water and clarity are 
paramount, and that is why farmers 
shouldn’t need a team of lawyers and 
consultants to farm.”
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Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Young Farmer & Rancher Fall Tour set for Sept. 10-12, Granbury
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Young producers will get a look 

at North Central Texas agriculture 
through the 2021 Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) Young Farmer & Rancher 
(YF&R) Fall Tour. It’s an opportunity 
for farmers and ranchers between 
the ages of 18-35 to meet with fellow 
producers and learn about other ag-
ricultural perspectives. 

This year’s tour is set for Sept. 
10-12 in Granbury and will focus on 
livestock and dairy production, along 
with hydroponics and the growing 
urban population’s effect on agricul-
ture. 

“The tour is an opportunity to 
help young farmers and ranchers 
strengthen relationships, form new 
friendships and learn from other 
producers across the state. We all 
face many of the same challenges, 
but each region of our state has chal-
lenges that are unique to that area,” 
Kaylin Isbell, TFB YF&R Advisory 

Committee chair, said. “For the North 
Central Texas region, urban sprawl 
is a major issue. We’ll hear from 
farmers and ranchers on how they’ve 
adapted to the changing landscape to 
stay in production agriculture.”

Because agriculture plays a cru-
cial role in the state’s economy. From 
crops to livestock and value-added 
products to niche markets, the im-
pact of agriculture adds up.

“There’s a place for young farmers 
and ranchers to grow in agriculture,” 
Isbell said. “Learning from others on 
this Fall Tour will allow all of us to 

take home new ideas and new strate-
gies that we can implement.”

The three-day tour will feature 
farm and ranch visits, discussions on 
urban sprawl and opportunities to 
network with other participants.

“Visiting this area of Texas will 
give young agricultural profession-
als—farmers, ranchers, business 
owners, teachers or anyone inter-
ested in agriculture—a glimpse into 
producers’ management strategies 
and production methods,” Isbell said.

Registration is open through Aug. 5. 
There are two registration packages 

participants may select from that 
will include lodging, meals, trans-
portation and the cost of all tours. A 
third registration package is avail-
able for those who do not require 
lodging.

Interested members can learn 
more and register for the tour online 
at texasfarmbureau.org/YFR.

For assistance with registration, 
contact Chrystal Gardner at 254-
751-2489 or at youngfarmers@txfb.
org.

Contact Hall at 254-399-5021 or 
rhall@txfb.org with questions.

JU
LY

 2
, 2

02
1

The 2021 Young Farmer & Rancher Fall Tour is set for Sept. 10-12. Registration closes Aug. 5. This year’s event will 
include a look at agriculture in the Granbury area. Horse photo courtesy Oswood Stallion Station.
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Whether farm or front yard, 
Farm Bureau® members get  
BIG savings with John Deere!

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be
eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the
leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

Farm Bureau Members* Save up to $1,700 with John Deere Rewards!
Instant savings on a wide range of John Deere products: from lawn tractors 
to skid steers, zero-turn mowers to utility vehicles, and more!

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP TODAY! JOHNDEERE.COM/FARMBUREAU

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

USDA puts $55.2 million into expanded meat, poultry access
The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) announced $55.2 mil-
lion in competitive grant funding 
available through the new Meat and 
Poultry Inspection Readiness Grant 
(MPIRG) program. The new pro-
gram is funded by the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021.

“We are building capacity and in-
creasing economic opportunity for 
small and mid-sized meat and poul-
try processors and producers across 
the country,” U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Tom Vilsack said. “Through 
MPIRG, meat and poultry slaughter 
and processing facilities can cover 
the costs for necessary improve-
ments to achieve a Federal Grant of 

Inspection under the Federal Meat 
Inspection Act or the Poultry Prod-
ucts Inspection Act or to operate un-
der a state’s Cooperative Interstate 
Shipment program.”

USDA encourages grant applica-
tions that focus on improving meat 
and poultry slaughter and process-
ing capacity and efficiency; devel-
oping new and expanding existing 
markets; increasing capacity and 
better meeting consumer and pro-
ducer demand; maintaining strong 
inspection and food safety stan-
dards; obtaining a larger commer-
cial presence; and increasing access 
to slaughter or processing facilities 
for smaller farms and ranches, new 

and beginning farmers and ranch-
ers, socially disadvantaged produc-
ers, and veteran producers.

Eligible meat and poultry slaugh-
ter and processing facilities include 
commercial businesses, cooperatives 
and tribal enterprises.

MPIRG’s Planning for a Federal 
Grant of Inspection project is for 
processing facilities currently in op-
eration and are working toward fed-
eral inspection. 

Applicants can be located any-
where in the states and territories.

MPIRG’s Cooperative Interstate 
Shipment (CIS) Compliance project 
is only for processing facilities lo-
cated in states with a Food Safety 

and Inspection Service (FSIS) CIS 
program. Texas is not one of these 
states. 

Applications must be submitted 
electronically through www.grants.
gov by Aug. 2.

AMS offers webinars for appli-
cants to help walk them through the 
Request for Application. Grant man-
agement specialists are also avail-
able to answer questions or emails 
regarding the program and applica-
tion process. 

For more information about grant 
eligibility and program requirements, 
visit www.ams.usda.gov/services/
grants/mpirg or contact mpirg@
usda.gov.

TPWD issues emergency order in response to chronic wasting disease
The Texas Parks & Wildlife De-

partment issued an “emergency 
order” to impose additional move-
ment and testing restrictions on 
deer breeding facilities that are af-
filiated with six deer breeding facili-
ties where chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) has been positively detected. 

Existing rules already restrict the 
movement of deer from 264 sites in 
95 counties that are directly linked 
to these CWD-positive facilities, but 
further measures are being imple-
mented.

TPWD and Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC) are addressing 
risks and improving management 
strategies to protect big game re-
sources from CWD in captive or free-
ranging cervid populations. 

Officials have taken action to se-
cure all cervids at the CWD-positive 
facilities with plans to conduct addi-
tional investigations for CWD. 

Those breeding facilities that re-
ceived deer or shipped deer to those 
facilities during the last five years 
are under movement restrictions and 
cannot move or release cervids until 
cleared by a herd plan. The addition-
al measures in this emergency order 
includes enhanced testing require-
ments for facilities with close epide-
miological ties to the CWD-positive 
facilities and antemortem testing 

of deer from all movement qualified 
deer breeding facilities prior to trans-
fer to a release site.  

TPWD said these requirements 
are necessary to further minimize 
risk of CWD spreading into Texas’ 
free-ranging white-tailed deer herd 
and to protect the captive deer 
breeding industry.

As the state veterinary diagnostic 
laboratory, the Texas A&M Veteri-
nary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory 
(TVMDL) uses surveillance testing 
to help wildlife producers and wild-
life/animal health agencies to ensure 
the health of species susceptible to 
the disease.

CWD was first recognized in the 
United States in 1967 and has since 
been documented in captive and/or 
free-ranging deer in 26 states and 
three Canadian provinces.

In Texas, the disease was first 
discovered in 2012 in a free-ranging 
mule deer along a remote area of the 
Hueco Mountains near the Texas-
New Mexico border. It has since been 
detected in 228 captive or free-rang-
ing cervids, including white-tailed 
deer, mule deer, red deer and elk in 
13 Texas counties. 

CWD is a fatal neurological dis-
ease found in certain cervids, in-
cluding deer, elk, moose and other 
members of the deer family. CWD is 

a slow and progressive disease. 
Due to a long incubation, cervids 

infected with CWD may not pro-
duce any visible signs for a number 
of years after becoming infected. As 
the disease progresses, animals with 
CWD show changes in behavior and 
appearance. 

Clinical signs may include pro-
gressive weight loss, stumbling or 
tremors with a lack of coordination, 
excessive thirst, salivation or urina-

tion, loss of appetite, teeth grind-
ing, abnormal head posture and/or 
drooping ears.

For more information about 
CWD, visit the TPWD Chronic Wast-
ing Disease page on tpwd.texas.gov
or the TAHC website at texas.gov/
animal_health.

A full list of TVMDL’s test offer-
ings are available at https://tvmdl.
tamu.edu, and laboratory experts 
are available at 979-845-3414.
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TFB awards scholarships to 4-H, FFA, FCCLA students

Each year, in addition to the scholarships available to youth statewide, 
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) awards scholarships to high school seniors 
through the Texas FFA Association, Texas 4-H Foundation and the Texas 
Association of Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).

TFB is a longtime supporter of the three youth organizations, working 
with the students on leadership development, service learning and agri-
cultural advocacy and literacy to help cultivate strong leaders for Texas 
agriculture’s future.

Jack Bishop graduated from Needville High 
School and plans to pursue a degree in aerospace 
engineering at Texas A&M University.

He was a member of Fort Bend County 4-H 
Club, including the 4-H Youth Pork Producers, 
where he served as president from 2018-2021. He 
was also the Fort Bend County Council president, 
Blue Baron 4-H president and served on various 
livestock committees. 

He is the recipient of a Gold Star Award, the 
highest award a 4-H member may receive. Bishop 
also showed livestock through 4-H.

Texas FFA recipients
Blake Mills is the state president of Texas FFA. 

He graduated from Center Point High School and 
plans to attend Texas Tech University to major in 
agriculture and applied economics. 

He was active in his FFA chapter where he 
participated in several career development 
events and exhibited livestock at county and 
state stock shows. 

In addition to being the Texas FFA state pres-
ident, Mills was active in UIL One Act Play, a 
PALs mentor and a leader in several student or-
ganizations on campus. 

Garrett Meier graduated from Bandera High 
School and plans to pursue a business degree at 
Texas A&M University. 

He was a member of the Pioneer 4-H Club and 
active in shooting sports, participated in livestock 
judging and showed cattle and sheep. 

He was a county council delegate in 2016, 2018 
and 2019 and district council delegate in 2017. 
Meier served as president of the Bandera 4-H 
County Council and was president of the Bandera 
County 4-H Shotgun Club. He also volunteered 
for various 4-H and community events. 

Hailie Council graduated from Three Rivers 
High School and plans to attend Texas A&M Uni-
versity to major in biomedical sciences and even-
tually become an oncologist.

In addition to serving as a state FCCLA of-
ficer, Council was the reporter for her local FFA 
chapter and chapter president of the National 
Honors Society. She participated in one-act play, 
UIL speaking and writing events, FFA speaking 
events and student council. She also served as a 
Boys and Girls Club mentor and assisted with the 
monthly food drives at her church.

Texas FCCLA recipient 

Garrett Meier

Emilee SandersonBlake Mills

Hailie Council

Jack Bishop

Emilee Sanderson is the first vice president of 
Texas FFA. She graduated from Blackwell High 
School and plans to attend Texas Tech University 
to major in agriculture and applied economics. 

In addition to serving as an FFA officer, Sand-
erson competed in five varsity sports, UIL speech 
and debate, as well as exhibited sheep at state 
and county shows. 

She is active in her church and enjoys studying 
agricultural policy and was a part of the Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Committee for U.S. Rep. 
Mike Conaway. 

Texas 4-H recipients

2022 scholarship applications 
and eligiblity will be available

in late December 

For more information on youth activites and 
opportunities, visit texasfarmbureau.org/youth
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Call 1-866-326-3276  
to advertise your business, service or 

items for sale in the Texas Trading Post

Grain Bins & Material Handling
- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 

Spouting, Flighting, Loading & 
Unloading Equip. & Parts.

- Hutchinson - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call 
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com 

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1  ........................$579 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1 ...........$599
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1 ..............$900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4 ....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
23.1-34 R2 8PLY BUFF .......................... $899
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1 ........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP ..... $225
15.5-38 10p NEW R1 ............................. $402
600/70 R28 NEW Buff R1 ....................... $550

We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pm

P  062 ®NRUT-OR
2  ®IKASAWAK PH 7
6  KCED .NI 0

P  062 ®NRUT-OR
2  ®IKASAWAK PH 7
6  KCED .NI 0

EL CAMPO
SCHMIDT IMPLEMENT INC.

979-543-2622
schmidtimplement.com

MT. PLEASANT
HESS SALES & SERVICE

903-572-9866
hesshomefurnishings.com

Work ethic 
comes standard. 
Where there’s work to be done, there’s Kubota equipment 
ready to get it done right. With reliable diesel engines and 
an array of attachments, it’s time to conquer every task. 
Visit us today.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and 
warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, 
consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.
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DALHART
LONE STAR AG
806-384-2062

lonestarag.com

FRIONA
LONE STAR AG
806-250-2721

lonestarag.com

FAST
STRONG,

AND SMART.

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation. 
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on machine 
specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2019 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

THE 604R PREMIUM BALER IS FULLY EQUIPPED, AND THEN SOME.
High-producing hay makers have told us they want three things in their baler: They want it to be strong, fast and 
smart. So Vermeer got to work to design the latest baler – the 604R Premium. It starts with signature Vermeer 
components and is designed to be strong with heavy chains, large tires and doors that are strong as steel (because 
that’s what they are). With a 19% increase in baling speed and capacity compared to the 604R Signature baler, it also 
can produce a bale approximately 30% denser than the 604R Classic and Signature balers. And finally, a baler with smart 
and sensible features such as auto-eject and a net lift system. The 604R Premium baler is primed for productivity.

ALICE
EDGARS FARM EQUIP.  

& SERVICE
361-664-5022
361-227-0916

STAR
MOORE'S SERVICE 

CENTER
325-948-3595

mooresservicecenter.com
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REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment 
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or 
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX 
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day 
Service.

BUILDINGS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us 
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz 
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment 
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our 
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

CONTAINERS

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 
monitors and Salvage equipment. 
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS.  Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-
proof. Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 
817-992-9122.

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag 
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES,  HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY
ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES 
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

254-221-7957

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

• Order Parts Online
   15% Rebate 
   • Appraisals

We can sell your surplus 
equipment at online auction 

anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

Lic: TXS 6676 

FERTILIZER
FERTILIZE ORGANIC DRT OR-
GANICS From tip to tip Texas and 
beyond. Product and application. 
bearlane42@yahoo.com 903-925-
3818.

DiscoverTheForest.org

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A

Naturehood

Disaster 
could show up at 
YOUR doorstep.

Make a 
plan today.
Ready.gov/plan

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE

TIRES

SOLAR PANELS

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

BBB A+ rating

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS

Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones • Franklin, TX

979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

LIVESTOCK

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top 
quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW. 
Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred 
& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-
8644 254-747-2701

WITH A STROKE,

TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.

Learn more at  StrokeAssociat ion.org or 1-888-4-STROKE.

If you suddenly have or see any of these symptoms, call 9-1-1
immediately: Numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, 
especially on one side of the body • Confusion, trouble speaking
or understanding • Difficulty seeing in one or both eyes • 
Trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination 
• Severe headache with no known cause

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.

POULTRY

HARPER’S GAMEFARM,Bobwhite 
Quail and Ringneck Pheasant, Eggs, 
Day Old Chicks and Flight Birds.  Call 
806-435-3495 or 0528 or check out 
www.harpersgamefarm.com

Publish in how many issues?_____First issue ad should appear in: ___________
Enclosed is payment:   $___________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City____________________________State_________Zip__________
Phone_____________________Email________________________________

Ad Content:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Payment must be included with all ads. Ads failing to include payment will not run. Do not send cash! 

RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,

Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole 
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

Classification: _______________ (Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689. 
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

End poverty.
Start getting kids 
through high school.

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

40 ACRES + LOG CABIN. Land 
borders Hagerman Wildlife Refuge. 
$27,500 per acre, Will divide. Call 
Larry at 817-714-6410. 

REAL ESTATE

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids
in science class.

FOUNDED 1920
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QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS!

(800) 446-7319 Belton, Texas

ALL NEW! Product Info, Manuals & More! • www.ag-meier.net

We value our dealer network so call now for a dealer near you.
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Available With 8, 10,  
Or 12 Rake Wheels 

Hay Rake  Hayvan Megaliner 

26’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 
Hayvan Individual  

Dump Trailers 

25’, 32’, 36’, & 40’ 

Rotary Tillers 

48”, 60”, 72”, & 80” 

4-5-6 Bale Options  

Hay Liner  
Inline Trailers 

Mohawk No-Till Drills 

Hayvan No-Till Drills 

Flex Hawk Flex Eagle 
TPMA 

5 Different Post-Hole 

Digger Models  Bumper Pull & Gooseneck 

3 Point Skid & Trailer Sprayers 
Also Available Up To 1,000 Gal

15’   15’   

540/1000 RPM 

Available in 7’, 10’, &14’ 

Available in 7’, 10’, & 15’ 


