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Sometimes strong and silent just won't do the job

Those of us who are fans of old
movies understand when someone
is described as “the strong, silent
type.” Many of my childhood heroes
fit this description. They didn’t feel
the need to speak a lot of words, but
rather let their actions do
the talking. I still deeply ad-
mire that trait, but sometimes
it just doesn’t work.

The situation that farmers
and ranchers find themselves
in these days requires that we
speak up.

I read a quote the other day
that is relevant here: “Don’t
let someone who has done

This is not only ridiculous, it is
dangerous.

The EPA’s effort to re-visit WOTUS
and some of the latest tax proposals
that will affect family farms and
ranches are two issues that we must
speak up about.

Mark Twain is
credited with saying,
“It ain’t what you
don’t know that gets
you into trouble. It’s
what you know for
sure that just ain’t
80.”

Many of the ex-
planations and as-

nothing tell you how to do By Si COOK surances Wwe are
anything.” COO/Executive being fed to justify
: Director

As our population and lead-
ers become further removed from
the farm, that is exactly what we are
experiencing. Folks who have never
experienced or been involved in the
production of food, fiber and fuel try-
ing to dictate how it is done.

“I spent a week every summer at
my grandparents farm when I was a
kid” simply does not make someone
an authority on production agricul-
ture. Yet, we have many folks in this
category now promoting rules, regu-
lations and tax policy that will dras-
tically, and negatively, affect agricul-
ture.

actions on those two
topics “just ain’t so.” It is up to us to
speak up and shine a light on those
elements that “just ain’t so.”

Your organization is built to do just
that. We continue to speak up every
day on issues that affect agriculture.
And we do it with the credibility of
leadership who knows what they are
talking about. Folks who have spent
a lifetime farming and ranching and
producing food and fiber for the 98%
of our population who spend their ef-
forts elsewhere.

We do it through traditional me-
dia, digital and social media channels

and face-to-face in classrooms and
public events across the state. We
also do it in the halls of Congress and
in our state capitol in Austin with a
combination of professional staff and
volunteer leaders.

As an industry, we must make our

voices heard. If we don’t, the conse-
quences will be catastrophic. Your
membership and support help make
our organization strong.

Unfortunately, in the times in
which we live, we can’t afford to be
silent!

Your Texas Agriculture Minute

Agricultural land is disappearing in Texas

By Gary Joiner
Publisher

The costs of a growing state like
Texas can be sobering.

The price paid is often the devel-
opment of working farm and ranch
land.

It’s been happening for a while
in our state. From 2010 to 2020,
Texas added 4 million people. Hous-
ing units were up over 16% in that
same time.

More folks are coming, too. An
historic 3,800-acre ranch about 11
miles from downtown Fort Worth is
one of the latest properties to fall.
Cattle had called the ranch owned
by the same family home since 1935.

Not anymore. The Veale Ranch
sold recently to make room for
homes and another 30,000 people.

Reports indicate housing starts
in North Texas are up more than
40% this year. Builders are scram-
bling to find sites for future home
communities.

That puts farms and ranches
and their acres in high demand.
Once farm and ranch land is de-
veloped, it leaves production agri-
culture forever.

It’s a cruel irony that a bur-
geoning state and nation that
needs more food to feed a growing
population is actually gobbling-
up the acres it needs to grow that
food.

We need to keep private proper-
ty in agriculture. We need to keep
farmers and ranchers on the land,
because it’s good for the land, and
it’s good for you, me and Texas.
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John Deere Dealers

See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Bramlett Implement, Incorp.
Stephenville, TX

Fish & Still Equipment Co.
Nacogdoches, TX

King Ranch Ag & Turf
Robstown, TX

Tellus Equipment Solutions
Alice, TX
Fredericksburg, TX
Harlingen, TX
Pleasanton, TX
Weslaco, TX

United Ag & Turf
Bryan, TX

@ JOHN DEERE

+ GAIN

HARVEST-TIME
SAVINGS

It's your machine. We just built it.

When we set out to build new versions of our revolutionary cotton
harvesters, we went to the experts — cotton growers like you.
What we heard was that you need a faster, more cost-efficient
harvest. So we started with a clean slate and ended up with two
of the most impressive machines available: the CP770 Cotton
Picker and CS770 Cotton Stripper. We built a new power plant
and row units, and redesigned the module building and
handling system. But the bottom line is the bottom line,
and these machines deliver serious harvest-time savings.
So give yourself a pat on the back. You helped us build
the most advanced cotton harvesters
in the world. Ones that will help you
gain ground in your operation.

See what you have to gain
JohnDeere.com/Cotton
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FALA signs available online for Farm Bureau members

During the 87th legislative session
earlier this year, Texas Farm Bureau
(TFB) worked with State Rep. An-
drew Murr on strengthening protec-
tions for farmers and ranchers. That
included new language added to the
Farm Animal Liability Act (FALA).

The bill, HB 365, ensures farm-
ers and ranchers receive the same
liability shields already in place for
other agricultural activities.

The original Texas statute said
people hosting agritourism events
such as livestock shows, rodeos
and other activities were protected
against liability for “property dam-
age or damages arising from the per-
sonal injury or death of a participant
in a farm animal activity or livestock
show” where people can reasonably
expect to be around livestock.

Now, FALA is expanded to live-
stock owners on their private prop-
erty, as well.

As part of the changes, farmers
and ranchers must display a sign on
the premises with the new statutory
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Kimble County Farm Bureau and Texas Farm Bureau District 10 State
Director Pete Pawelek presented Rep. Andrew Murr a Farm Animal Liability
Act (FALA) sign and thanked him for his leadership on the issue in the

legislative session earlier this year.

language.
TFB offers signs for members.
Signs may be purchased online
through the TFB Store at texas-
farmbureau.org/store. After clicking
on the “member” link, you will be
prompted to enter your MyTFB ac-

count information to proceed. You can
create an account by clicking on the
“Create Account” link.

For assistance in purchasing the
signs, contact TFB Member Bene-
fits Coordinator Whitney Richter at
wrichter@txfb.org or 254-751-2644.

Farm, food workers to receive $700 million in COVID aid

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) announced $700
million in competitive grant fund-
ing will be available through the

_ new Farm and Food Workers Relief
a (FFWR) grant program to help farm-
2 workers and meatpacking workers
= with pandemic-related health and
8 safety costs.

The program will provide relief to
farmworkers, meatpacking workers
and front-line grocery workers for
expenses incurred due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

This relief is intended to defray
costs for reasonable and necessary
personal, family or living expenses
related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
such as costs for personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), dependent
care and expenses associated with
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quarantines and COVID-19 testing.
The Request for Application will be
announced in early fall and will be
open for 60 days.

Funds will be awarded through
grants to state agencies, Tribal en-
tities and non-profit organizations
serving farmworkers and meatpack-
ing workers ranging from $5,000,000
to $50,000,000.

USDA is setting aside $20 million
for at least one pilot to provide tar-
geted support to front-line grocery
workers.

Eligible entities must demon-
strate the capacity to reimburse
farmworkers and meatpacking
workers for up to $600 for expenses
incurred due to the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic.

USDA encourages grant applica-

tions that demonstrate trusted com-
munications networks with farm-
workers, meatpacking workers and/
or front-line grocery workers, as well
as strong financial controls.

The grant requires applicants to
show connectedness to hard-to-reach
worker populations either directly or
in partnerships with other local orga-
nizations.

Applicants should be able to de-
scribe how they will partner with
smaller organizations to facilitate fi-
nancial relief to such populations.

Applications must be submitted
through www.grants.gov.

Additional information and tech-
nical assistance for applying to these
grants and program updates will be
provided by USDA at usda.gov when
the application period opens.

Annual trapper,
fur convention to
be held in October

Well-known trappers, fur
hunters and handlers from
across the United States will
gather in Gatesville this month
for the semi-annual convention
and members’ meeting of the
Texas Trappers and Fur Hunt-
ers’ Association.

The Fall Rendezvous will be
held Oct. 15-16 in the Gatesville
Civic Center.

“We provide instructions and
demonstrations on how to cap-
ture different kinds of animals,
and we try to educate the mem-
bership and the public about
proper fur handling techniques
and ethical wildlife control meth-
ods,” Bill Applegate, vice presi-
dent of the organization, said.

The programs are designed to
help trappers deal with nuisance
animal complaints.

There will be presentations on
predator management for wild-
life, high fence predator solu-
tions and predator trapping.

Attendees will be able to visit
a nearby ranch and pick loca-
tions to set traps.

The event also will include a
ladies skillet toss, kids and la-
dies crafts, basic trapping for
youth and fundraising activities.

Vendors with trapping, call-
ing and fur hunting merchandise
and specialty knives also will be
at the event.

The rendezvous is free and
open to the public. Advanced reg-
istration is not required.

Applegate said there’s a need
for trappers in Texas year-round
because they help manage wild-
life.

With regulated trapping, the
peaks and valleys in wildlife pop-
ulations are minimized, he said.

For more information about
the Fall Rendezvous, visit www.
tttha.com/rendezvous.html.



Growers vote to
continue pecan
marketing order

Pecan growers voted to continue
their marketing order program ap-
plicable to pecans grown in Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Arizona, California,
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana,
Missouri, Mississippi, North Caro-
lina, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South
Carolina and Texas.

In a referendum, 63% of pecan
producers voting, who represented
71% of the volume of pecans pro-
duced by those voting, were in favor
of continuing the program.

The referendum was held June
7-28 by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS).

Voting was reopened until July 23
in response to some industry mem-
bers not receiving ballots.

For the program to continue, two-
thirds or more of the growers vot-
ing in the referendum, or producers
representing the production of two-
thirds or more of the volume of pe-
cans produced, had to vote in favor
of continuance.

The marketing order requires a
continuance referendum be held ev-
ery five years.

The marketing order authorizes
the American Pecan Council to regu-
late grade, size, maturity, container
and pack standards for pecans grown
in 15 states under USDA’s oversight.
Authorities under the marketing or-
der support the industry’s effort to
thrive in a competitive marketplace.

Information about the marketing
order is available on the 986 Pecans
webpage on ams.usda.gov.

Authorized by the Agricultural
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937,
marketing orders are industry-driv-
en programs that help producers and
handlers achieve marketing success
by leveraging their own funds to
design and execute programs they
would not be able to do individually.

AMS provides oversight to 29
fruit, vegetable and specialty crop
marketing orders and agreements.

CAPITAL
FARM CREDIT

”\\

“As‘a-local coopet’atlve we share our proﬁts with the Texans we serve. Since 2006, e

returned almbst $2 bllllon in combined cash and allocated equities to our members
through our cooperatlve returns program.'So, when you're ready:to expand or enhance

your ranching operation, try a partnershlp thatreally pays. Together we're better.
12 NMLS493828 | 877.944.5500 | capitalfarmcredit.com
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November ballot to include eight constitutional amendments

Eight constitutional amendments
will be decided by Texas voters this
November.

The eight propositions cover many
topics, including rodeo raffles, taxes,
the state judiciary, county-issued in-
frastructure bonds and the authority
to limit religious services.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) policy
is neutral on all propositions.

Proposition 1: HJR 143

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the profes-
sional sports team charitable foun-
dations of organizations sanctioned
by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association or the Women’s Profes-
sional Rodeo Association to conduct
charitable raffles at rodeo venues.”

The constitutional amendment al-
lows there to be charitable raffles at
rodeo events if the raffle is hosted by
a professional sports team’s charity
foundation accredited by the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association
or Women’s Professional Rodeo As-
sociation. Other professional sports

—team organizations, such as Major
§League Baseball, the National Bas-
~ketball Association and the National
%Football League, all are currently
%authorized to host these types of
O charitable raffles.
TFB policy is neutral.
Proposition 2: HJR 99
Bill language: “The constitutional
& amendment authorizing a county to
S finance the development or redevelop-
& ment of transportation or infrastruc-
2 ture in unproductive, underdeveloped,
& or blighted areas in the county.”

Counties would be able to issue
bonds to finance the development of

© blighted areas to increase property

'URE
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tax revenue to repay the bonds. Mu-
nicipalities are already able to use tax
increment financing, so supporters of
the proposition say it makes sense
to expand this authority to counties.
This allows counties to redistribute
property taxes to certain reinvest-
ment zones without increasing taxes.
Current law is unclear regarding
whether counties may utilize this ap-
proach, so the amendment would en-
sure clarity.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 3: SJR 27

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment to prohibit this state or
a political subdivision of this state
from prohibiting or limiting religious
services of religious organizations.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
some government officials sought to
restrict churches from conducting
religious and worship services. This
constitutional amendment would add
language to the state constitution to
prohibit the state or cities and coun-
ties from enacting any order that
prohibits or places any limits on re-
ligious services or places of worship
such as actions that took place dur-
ing the early part of the pandemic.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 4: SJR 47

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment changing the eligibility
requirements for a justice of the su-
preme court, a judge of the court of
criminal appeals, a justice of a court
of appeals and a district judge.”

The constitutional amendment
adds qualifications for holding the
office of appellate and district judges.
A candidate for appellate judge can-
not have had their law license taken

or suspended during the required
10 years the person was licensed
and practicing. A district judge must
serve for eight years as a practicing
lawyer or Texas judge and must not
have had their license revoked.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 5: HJR 165

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment providing additional
powers to the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct with respect to
candidates for judicial office.”

The constitutional amendment
would allow candidates of a judicial
office to be subject to complaints and
investigations by the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct. Currently,
only incumbent judges are subject to
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 6: SJR 19

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment establishing a right for
residents of certain facilities to des-
ignate an essential caregiver for in-
person visitation.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
many essential caregivers were pro-
hibited from entering facilities to
visit their loved ones. This constitu-
tional amendment would establish
the right of the care facility resident
to designate an essential caregiver
who cannot be prevented from visit-
ing in person.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 7: HJR 125

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment to allow the surviving
spouse of a person who is disabled
to receive a limitation on the school
district ad valorem taxes on the
spouse’s residence homestead if the

spouse is 55 years of age or older at
the time of the person’s death.”

Currently, the surviving spouse
of a deceased person over the age of
65 qualifies for the continuation of
the “freeze” on school district prop-
erty taxes on their homestead resi-
dence. The constitutional amend-
ment would provide the same to a
surviving spouse of a disabled per-
son who had received a “freeze” on
their school district property taxes.
The surviving spouse would have to
be at least 55 years old at the time of
the passing of their spouse.

TFB policy is neutral.

Proposition 8: SJR 35

Bill language: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the Legisla-
ture to provide for an exemption from
ad valorem taxation of all or part of
the market value of the residence
homestead of the surviving spouse
of a member of the armed services of
the United States who is killed or fa-
tally injured in the line of duty.”

The constitutional amendment
would allow an exemption from prop-
erty taxes of all or some of the mar-
ket value of the resident’s homestead
of a surviving spouse of a member of
the armed services killed in the line
of duty. The exemption is only avail-
able if the surviving spouse has not
remarried. Current exemption ap-
plies only to a surviving spouse of an
armed service member killed in ac-
tion, not in the line of duty.

TFB policy is neutral.

Voting information

Early voting is on Oct. 18-29, and
Election Day is Nov. 2.

For more information and resourc-
es for voting, visit VoteTexas.gov.



Hours of service
exemption is
extended

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The hours of service exemption
for livestock haulers was extended
to midnight Nov. 30.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) announced
the extension in late August.

The emergency declaration was
first issued in March 2020 in re-
sponse to the national state of emer-
gency brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic. The declaration is meant
to provide regulatory relief to motor
carriers and drivers providing direct
assistance in support of relief efforts
related to the pandemic.

The extension comes after live-
stock and agricultural organizations,
including American Farm Bureau
Federation and Texas Farm Bureau
(TFB), consistently advocated on be-
half of producers and haulers.

“Livestock producers and truck-
ers have been working hard to keep
product moving throughout the pan-
demic,” TFB National Legislative
Director Laramie Adams said. “We
appreciate FMCSA for the extension
of the exemption to provide livestock
haulers the flexibilities under the
hours of service regulations.”

Other industries such as medical,
sanitation and fuel are included in
the exemption.

The current hours of service rules
allow for 11 hours of drive time and
14 hours of on-duty time. The rules
then require 10 consecutive hours of
rest.

Earlier this year, a bill was intro-
duced in Congress that aims to de-
velop a working group that would
examine guidelines to reform exist-
ing hours of service requirements
for hauling farm goods. The working
group would include the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture and other
industry officials in agriculture and
transportation.

AT LG SEEDS, WE OFFER FARMERS THE SEED
AND TRAIT CHOICES THEY NEED, WITHOUT
ALL THE DISTRACTIONS THEY DON'T.

Our unique portfolio, backed by a solid agronomic team delivers
consistent performance, harvest after harvest. You choose what
works best for your operation and our team stands ready to help
ensure a positive return on your investment.

Visit LGSeeds.com
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Deadline for PRF, apiculture insurance extended

Farmers and ranchers now have
until Dec. 1 to make coverage deci-
sions and complete reporting activi-
ties for the Pasture, Rangeland, and
Forage Pilot Insurance Program
(PRF) and Apiculture Pilot Insur-
ance Program (API).

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Risk Management
Agency (RMA) is making this change
and other updates to these two poli-
cies based on feedback from stake-
holders.

“We want to offer flexibility to our
nation’s producers, which is why we
are always listening to our custom-
ers and looking at ways to improve
the process and products we provide
to them,” RMA Acting Administra-
tor Richard Flournoy said. “The date
changes will provide additional time
to help producers who are busy pre-
paring their operations for the win-
ter.”

PRF and API are both Rainfall In-
dex crop insurance policies designed
to aid farmers and ranchers in case

of a lack of precipitation that affects
available forage for livestock and
honeybees.

The plans consider a decline in
rainfall by comparing it with the
historical average precipitation for
the same area during the same pe-
riod of time.

PRF is designed to help protect a
rancher’s livestock operation from
the risks of forage loss. In 2020,
ranchers insured almost 160 million
acres and nearly 32,000 policies to
protect $2.9 billion in liabilities.

API provides a safety net for bee-

keepers’ primary income sources
of honey, pollen collection, wax and
breeding stock.

In 2020, farmers covered about
1.8 million colonies under 3,300 poli-
cies to protect $250 million in liabili-
ties.

RMA is revising the dates for the
sales closing, acreage/colony report-
ing, cancellation and termination
of the PRF and API insurance pro-
grams from Nov. 15 to Dec. 1.

For PRF, the agency is also in-
creasing reporting flexibility by al-
lowing the USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) acreage report (form
FSA-578) to be used in conjunction
with other documents to verify in-
surable interest.

Other changes to the plans in-
clude revising the definition of “vet-
eran farmer or rancher” to allow a
legal entity, comprised only of the
veteran and their spouse, to qualify
as a veteran farmer or rancher when
a qualifying veteran has a non-vet-
eran spouse.

Under the changes, a producer is
also allowed to report acreage as cer-
tified organic, or as acreage in tran-
sition to organic, when the producer
has requested an organic certifica-
tion by the acreage reporting date.

Other livestock
insurance options

Livestock Risk Protection (LRP),
which is available for feeder cattle,
fed cattle and swine producers, pro-
vides protection against declining
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market prices.

Recent changes to LRP have re-
sulted in substantial increases in
program participation and livestock
producers are encouraged to explore
these risk management tools.

More information on LRP and
other livestock programs can be
found online at rma.usda.gov/Policy-
and-Procedure.

More information

RMA staff are working with ap-
proved insurance providers and
other customers by phone, mail and
electronically to support crop in-
surance coverage for farmers and
ranchers.

More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Crop insurance is sold and deliv-
ered solely through private crop in-
surance agents.

A list of crop insurance agents is
available at all USDA Service Cen-
ters and online at rma.usda.gov/in-
formationtools/agentlocator.

Learn more about crop insurance
and the modern farm safety net at

rma.usda.gov.

Hayvan Iniidul V'
Dump Trailers

4-5-6 Bale Options A
Bumper Pull & Gooseneck |

We value our dealer network so call now for a dealer near you.

(800) 446-7319 Belton, Texas



Texas special legislative sessions continue, redistricting top focus

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The 87th Texas Legislature ad-
journed on May 31, but unfinished
business prompted a series of spe-
cial legislative sessions.

Under the Texas Constitution,
the governor may convene the Legis-
lature “on extraordinary occasions”
outside the regular biennial session.
The only stipulation in the constitu-
tion is that an official proclamation
must state the purpose for which the
Legislature is being convened.

In the third special session of the
87th Texas Legislature, which began
Sept. 20, Gov. Greg Abbott identified
five agenda items, including redraw-
ing political district boundaries after
the results of the 2020 Census were
officially released. The final redis-
tricting data toolkit was distributed
to states on Sept. 16.

“The Texas Legislature now has
the opportunity to redraw legisla-
tive and congressional districts in
accordance with the new census
numbers,” Abbott said. “In addition

to redistricting, there are still issues
remaining that are critical to build-
ing a stronger and brighter future
for all Texans.”

District boundaries for members
of the Texas House of Representa-
tives, Texas Senate, State Board
of Education and the U.S. House of
Representatives will be redrawn ac-
cording to population data provided
by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The deadline for the delivery of
apportionment data was delayed by
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
“processing anomalies” uncovered
during processing, Census Bureau
Director Steve Dillingham said.

If Texas Senate or House districts
are not enacted during the first
regular session following the publi-
cation of the decennial U.S. Census,
the Texas Constitution requires a
five-member Legislative Redistrict-
ing Board of state officials, including
the lieutenant governor and speaker
of the house, to meet and adopt a
plan, according to the Texas Legisla-
tive Council.

As authorized by federal law in
1941, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives has 435 members. The congres-
sional seats are reapportioned among
the 50 states after each census to
represent roughly equal populations.
The “ideal population” for each con-
gressional district is 766,987.

Texas was allocated 36 seats in
2010, but the latest census data
shows the Lone Star State will now
add two new congressional districts
for a total of 38 seats in the U.S.
House for the 118th Congress. The
population of Texas increased by
nearly 4 million people, or 15.9%,
since the 2010 Census.

The number of Texas Senate,
House and State Board of Education
districts will remain the same at 31,
150 and 15, respectively, though the
ideal population for each has grown
to reflect the total increase in Texas’
population over the past 10 years.

Other priority legislative items
covered in this special session in-
clude spending of federal coronavi-
rus funds, participation of transgen-

The third special legislative session
is underway.

der student athletes in University
Interscholastic League competitions,
COVID-19 vaccine mandates and
the practice of leaving dogs tied to
an object, such as a tree in a yard,
while unattended.

New insurance option for corn farmers who ‘split apply’ nitrogen

Corn farmers who “split apply” ni-
trogen will soon have another option
for insurance coverage. Beginning in
crop year 2022, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Risk Man-
agement Agency (RMA) will offer
the Post Application Coverage En-
dorsement (PACE) in certain states
for non-irrigated corn, providing
coverage for farmers who use this
practice.

To “split apply” nitrogen, growers
make multiple fertilizer applications
during the growing season rather
than providing all of the crop’s ni-
trogen requirements with a single
treatment before or during planting.

PACE will provide payments for
the projected yield lost when farm-
ers are unable to apply the in-season
nitrogen application.

“USDA is committed to building
insurance options that encourage
use of practices that are better for
the environment and for producers’

bottom lines,” RMA Acting Admin-
istrator Richard Flournoy said. “We
are able to offer the PACE thanks
to the cooperation of our partners,
including the Illinois Corn Growers
Association, National Corn Growers
Association, Ag-Analytics Technol-
ogy Company and Meridian Insti-
tute.”

Split application of nitrogen can
lead to lower input costs, as well
as helps prevent runoff or leaching
of nutrients into waterways and
groundwater, the agency said. This
is because it is used in more targeted
amounts over multiple applications,
rather than one large application.

This new crop insurance option
builds upon RMA’s efforts to encour-
age use of conservation practices, in-
cluding cover crops.

RMA recently provided premium
support for farmers who planted
cover crops to help offset impacts
from the pandemic. The agency also

——
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The Post Application Coverage Endorsement will be another option for
insurance coverage for corn farmers who “split apply” nitrogen.

updated policy to allow farmers and
ranchers with crop insurance to hay,
graze or chop cover crops at any
time and still receive 100% of the
prevented planting payment. This
policy change supports use of cover
crops, which can help farmers build
resilience to drought.

The Federal Crop Insurance Cor-
poration Board approved PACE re-
cently, and RMA will share addition-
al details later this year. The sales &
closing date for the endorsement§
will be the same as the farmer’s un-
derlying corn policy.

Learn more at rma.usda.gov. ©
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Educational tour highlights Southeast Texas agriculture

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

From the fields to the jobs it cre-
ates, Texas agriculture is unique. An
educational tour of Southeast Texas
showed the Texas Farm Bureau
(TFB) board of directors the area’s
agricultural diversity, providing a
better understanding of the busi-
ness and industry impacts from the
region.

“We visited some producers and
different types of facilities here in
Southeast Texas,” TFB President
Russell Boening said. “We saw some
cotton production and grain produc-
tion, but we also saw things that are
a little different. We saw a produce
farm—a small farm in acres, but
someone that’s right in the middle of
suburbia, so to speak.”

The four-day trip through the
Houston area gave the directors a
look at urbanization’s effect on agri-
culture. For the owners of Old Time
Christmas Tree Farm in Spring,
learning to adapt was essential.

“We went to a Christmas tree
farm. That farmer was more of a
conventional producer years ago, but
he had to figure out a way to contin-
ue in agriculture in a different way
with the Houston population grow-
ing around him,” Boening said.

As the Houston area continues to
expand, productive agricultural land
is covered in cement, leaving farm-
ers and ranchers to adapt quickly in
order to survive.

“It’s quite the experience to come
down here. You're in a city, and then
all of a sudden you come to a Christ-

The state directors toured Atkinson Farms, an agritourism and u-pick
5 operation in Harris County that grows over 60 different types of vegetables.
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Although it wasn’t crawfish season, the directors toured rice fields and learned
o about crawfish production with Herff Cornelius.

1

mas tree farm. It’'s 60 acres and a
thriving business,” TFB Vice Presi-
dent Mark Daniel said. “We’ve seen
vegetable farms to cattle operations
and more, even a beef, pork and
chicken processing plant. And we’re
just right in amongst the suburbs.”

They visited Harris Country
Farms, the largest Halal slaughter
facility in Texas. It’s located in Hous-
ton and markets to the cultural di-
versity in the region.

One of the tour stops included
Everde Nursery in Glen Fora. Their
inventory includes trees, shrubs, pe-
rennials, palms, grasses, tropicals,
fruits and succulents, among others.

At Atkinson Farms, the state di-

rectors learned how Mike and The-
resa Atkinson took their fourth-gen-
eration vegetable farm and turned
it into an agritourism experience.
The Atkinsons grow over 60 different
types of vegetables year-round, sup-
plying local restaurants with produce
and area residents with fresh vegeta-
bles and u-pick berries through their
farm and on-site market.

But those weren’t the only stops
on the tour.

At Holub Fish, LLC in Blessing,
the leaders learned more about fish
farming. The family farm raises
catfish and hybrid striped bass for
wholesale food markets and recre-
ational fish stocking.

Old Time Christmas Tree Farm in Spring is surrounded by urban development
but still manages to bring agriculture to life.

Holub Fish, LLC raises catfish and hybrid striped bass for wholesale food
markets and recreational fish stocking.



The area’s climate is ideal for
growing fish, although Winter Storm
Uri dealt a significant blow to some
of the fish farms.

They also toured a rice and craw-
fish farm owned by Herff Cornelius.

“We’ve seen catfish and bass farm-
ing. We've been to a crawfish farm,
saw vegetable production. We've
seen a multitude of things that in-
volve agriculture right here in the
Houston area,” TFB Secretary-Trea-
surer Walt Hagood said. “They’ve all
given us insight into what’s going on
and the challenges they have, which
are very similar to the challenges we
have in the Panhandle. But weather
is a huge factor and a difference.
We constantly worry about being
dry, and so many of the producers
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around here are worried about being
too wet.”

At Triangle Turf in Bay City, the
grass is always greener. The turf
farm grows St. Augustine grass,
Bermudagrass and Zoysia grass.
The sod is sold in pallets or rolls to
fit custom installation requirements.

“l wanted my fellow directors to
see how unique this area is, how
much rainfall we get compared to
other parts of the state and the
unique, different operations that we
have,” said TFB District 11 State
Director Allen Kaminski, who is
from Sealy and represents South-
east Texas. “They’re all agriculture-
related, but fish farming, crawfish
farming, nursery operations—it’s
agriculture, but it’s different aspects

that you don’t always think about.”

The tour also included more tra-
ditional farms and ranches like J.D.
Hudgins, Inc., who have been raising
Brahman cattle for over 100 years.
They toured United Ag Hillje Cotton
Gin in E1 Campo, too.

As part of the trip, the directors
met with Port of Houston Author-
ity representatives for a tour of the
port’s facilities.

They also visited the British and
Vietnamese consulates, where they
discussed trade, policies and the im-
portance of exports to Texas agricul-
ture. Vietnam is the seventh largest
U.S. agricultural export market and
has seen 103% in growth since 2011.
It’s also an important market for
Texas commodities.

“The meetings with the consul-
ates were very good,” Boening said.
“We have to have these relation-
ships so that when we start working
on things like trade that are so im-
portant to Texas agriculture, we can
rely on these relationships.”

No matter the region, weather
or circumstances, agriculture finds
a way to survive and thrive. It’s
the spirit of farmers and ranchers,
and it’s definitely true in Southeast
Texas where the growing population
threatens the rural way of life.

“These trips are made to kind of
reinforce the things that we know
about, but you actually get to see
them firsthand. And I think it helps
us better represent our members,”
Boening said.

The directors learned about shipping A tour of Triangle Turfin Bay City gave the directors a firsthand look at turfgrass production. The turf farm grows
St. Augustine grass, Bermudagrass and Zoysia grass.

exports at the Port of Houston.

During the visit with the Vietnamese Consulate, they discussed trade and the J.D. Hudgins, Inc. has been raising Brahman cattle for over 100 years in
—

importance of exports.
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U.S. federal judge vacates Trump admmlstratlon s water rule

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The 2020 Navigable Waters Pro-
tection Rule (NWPR), a Trump-era
replacement to the Waters of the U.S.
Rule (WOTUS), was vacated by U.S.
District Judge Rosemary Marquez
in Arizona on Aug. 30.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the Army Corps of Engineers
announced intent to repeal and re-
write NWPR. At the time, the agen-
cies stated NWPR didn’t sufficiently
protect waters of the U.S. and was
leading to environmental destruc-
tion.

After the announcement, several
Native American tribes came to-
gether to file suit against the EPA
and the Corps to challenge the
NWPR and the 2019 “Definition of
‘waters of the United States’ Recod-
ification of Pre-Existing Rules.”

A South Carolina federal judge
granted the plaintiffs’ request to re-
consider the rule in July but stopped
short of completely removing it.

But in her order, Marquez wrote
she had serious concerns about the
two final rules.

“The seriousness of the agencies’
errors in enacting the NWPR, the
likelihood that the agencies will al-
ter the NWPR’s definition of ‘waters
of the United States, and the possi-
bility of serious environmental harm
if the NWPR remains in place upon
remand, all weigh in favor of remand

awith vacatur,” she said.

S EPA and the Corps seem to agree.
~The agencies previously stated they
Ewere aware of more than 300 proj-
cects that would have required EPA
Opermitting prior to NWPR. Marquez
referred in her ruling to an EPA
press release alleging nearly 1,500
New Mexico and Arizona streams
gwere considered non-jurisdictional
cunder NWPR, “a significant shift”
%from statuses before NWPR was en-
Z acted.
E Many in agriculture are dismayed
£ by the court’s ruling and concerned
about a return to previous WOTUS
A definitions that were unworkable for

A U.S. court vacated the Trump administration’s scaled back clean water rule, the Navigable Waters Protection Rule,
that limited the number of waterways that could be federally regulated.

farmers and ranchers.

“American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF) is extremely disappoint-
ed in the ruling to vacate the NWPR.
Farmers finally had environmentally
responsible regulations that brought
clarity to clean water efforts,” AFBF
President Zippy Duvall said. “This
ruling casts uncertainty over farm-

EPA should keep ¢

The American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) submitted rec-
ommendations on the definition
of “waters of the United States”
(WOTUS). The comments were
filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Army Corps of Engineers.

In June 2021, the EPA an-
nounced its intent to revise the
definition of WOTUS and solicited
pre-proposal recommendations.

In the recommendations, AFBF
expresses disappointment in EPA’s
decision to replace the Navigable
Waters Protection Rule (NWPR)
and explains why the rule should
be left in place.

“To correct the fatal flaws in
the 2015 WOTUS Rule, the agen-
cies carefully struck ‘a reason-
able and appropriate balance be-
tween federal and state waters’
that is ‘intended to ensure that
the agencies operate within the
scope of the federal government’s
authority over navigable waters.’

ers and ranchers across the country
and threatens the progress they've
made to responsibly manage water
and natural resources.”

In addition to the South Carolina
court, two federal judges have re-
fused to vacate NWPR, Duvall noted.

“Unfortunately, this Arizona
court simply accepted the plaintiffs’

The NWPR also brought an end to
all of the uncertainty created by the
agencies’ aggressive assertions of ju-
risdiction under prior definitions by
including ‘categorical bright lines’ to
improve clarity and predictability.”

“The agencies can ensure clean
water for all Americans through a
blend of the CWA’s regulatory and
non-regulatory approaches, just as
Congress intended. It is unneces-
sary (and unlawful) to define non-
navigable, intrastate, mostly dry
features that are far removed from
navigable waters as ‘waters of the
United States’ to try to achieve the
Act’s objective.”

AFBF’s recommendations to EPA
and the Corps include ensuring that
any new regulations adhere to Su-
preme Court precedents and use
Congress’ CWA policy as a guidepost
in rulemaking.

The national farm organization
also said WOTUS should be defined
in clear terms that are easy to apply
in the field.

assertions as true and did some-
thing that no other court has done
in vacating the NWPR,” he said.
“We are reviewing the ruling to de-
termine our next course of action.
Farmers and ranchers deserve con-
sistency and a rule that is fair and
doesn’t require a team of attorneys
to interpret.”

navigable’ in water rule definition

Other recommendations from
AFBF include limiting jurisdic-
tion over non-navigable tributar-
ies, limiting jurisdiction of wet-
lands to those that abut other
WOTUS and exclude prior con-
verted cropland.

Any attempt to regulate typi-
cally dry low spots on farmland
and pastures as jurisdictional
“waters” would undeniably con-
stitute overly burdensome regula-
tion, AFBF noted.

As explained in AFBF’s recom-
mendations, it would mean any
activity on those lands that moves
dirt could be subject to regula-
tion. Everyday activities such as
plowing, planting or fence build-
ing could trigger harsh civil or
even criminal penalties unless a
permit is obtained. Federal per-
mitting would require tens of
thousands of dollars in additional
costs, which is beyond the means
of many farm and ranch families,
and can take years to obtain.



RMA makes changes to Whole-Farm Revenue Protection plan

Organic and aquaculture produc-
ers can soon benefit from updates to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Whole-Farm Revenue Pro-
tection (WFRP) plan.

USDA’s Risk Management Agen-
cy (RMA) is revising the plan of in-
surance to make it more flexible and
accessible to producers beginning in

crop year 2022.
“These improvements to the
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection

program will make it a better risk
management tool for producers,”
RMA Acting Administrator Richard
Flournoy said. “USDA is committed
to equity in program delivery, and
this includes specialty crop, organic
and aquaculture producers, who will
benefit from these enhancements to
WFRP.”

Changes to WFRP include in-
creasing expansion limits for or-
ganic producers to the higher of

$500,000 or 35%. Previously, small
and medium size organic operations
were held to the same 35% limit to
expansion as conventional practice
producers.

The limit of insurance for aquacul-
ture producers was increased to $8.5
million. Previously, aquaculture pro-
ducers were held to a $2 million cap
on expected revenue, and this change
allows more aquaculture producers
to participate in the program.

Another change allows a pro-
ducer to report acreage as certified
organic, or as acreage in transition
to organic, when the producer has
requested an organic certification by
the acreage reporting date. This al-
lows organic producers more flexibil-
ity when reporting certified acreage.

The flexibility to report a partial
yield history for producers lacking
records by inserting zero yields for
missing years was added. Previously,
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BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.
940-872-5131
berendbros.com

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.

re built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and components.

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF
361-387-2564
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MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

missing a year of records would cause
the commodity’s expected value to be
zero, meaning past revenue from the
commodity would contribute nothing
to the insurance guarantee.

WFRP provides a risk manage-
ment safety net for all commodities
on the farm under one insurance
policy and is available in all counties
nationwide.

Farmers and ranchers purchased
more than 2,000 policies to protect
$2.26 billion in liabilities in 2020.

This insurance plan is tailored
for any farm with up to $8.5 million
in insured revenue, including farms
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with specialty or organic commodi-
ties (both crops and livestock), or
those marketing to local, regional,
farm-identity preserved, specialty or
direct markets.

The number of farmers and ranch-
ers who purchase crop insurance for
their specialty and organic crops
continues to climb, which USDA at-
tributes to its work with producers
and agricultural groups in recent
years to create new crop insurance
options.

Learn more about crop insurance
and the modern farm safety net at

rma.usda.gov.
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COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
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DICKINSON
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EASTLAND
STANLEY FORD EASTLAND
888-486-9896
www.stanleyautogroup.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD
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www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA
940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

GRANBURY
SHOTTENKIRK FORD OF GRANBURY
817-279-5900
www.mikebrownford.net

HOUSTON
AUTO NATION FORD GULF FREEWAY
713-371-4000
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HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.
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HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR
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214-544-5001
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MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN
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MISSION
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LEGACY FORD
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www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.
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www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD
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www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD
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SWEETWATER
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254-666-2473
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SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.
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www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN
940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD
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www.willspointford.com
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TEXAS COUNTRY FORD
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www.texascountryford.com
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Young farmers,

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

During the 2021 Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) Young Farmer & Ranch-
er (YF&R) Fall Tour, 118 farmers
and ranchers from 18 to 35 years of
age spent a weekend in North Cen-
tral Texas learning more about the
region’s agricultural impact.

Equine facilities, beef cattle, dair-
ies and more were on the agenda for
the annual two-day event.

“We have such a variety in agri-
cultural production in Texas, so this
fall, our advisory committee found
some unique operations to show
people that they may not otherwise
be exposed to,” TFB YF&R Advisory
Committee Chair Kaylin Isbell said.

The first stop of the experience
was at the King Ranch Turfgrass
Granbury production facility. The
King Ranch—the same legendary
operation known for developing the
Santa Gertrudis cattle breed—has
12 farms across the state grow-
ing more than 13,000 acres of sod
grass for commercial and residential
needs, said Granbury Operations
Manager Nick Ashley.

A suburban residential neighbor-
hood has sprung up around the Gran-
bury location over the years, leading
to some unique challenges. Residents
complain about the noise and dust
stirred up by the equipment, and
they often have questions about the
pesticides used by the farm.

But the frustrations go both ways.
_Ashley recounted how a group of lo-
§cal youth turned a turfgrass field
~into a sledding and mudding rink af-
Eter this year’s winter freeze, leading
%to costly and extensive repairs.

O Other people have been found
poaching on the premises, leading to
a state game investigation and ongo-

=ing legal case. And yet others seem

2to think the turfgrass fields and
éwell-maintained ditches are perfect

Zdumping grounds. Ashley noted the

gfarm’s employees routinely haul

& away discarded mattresses, couches
and trash to the city landfill, taking
time and effort away from the main

S focus of growing sod.

%

e

ranchers tour North

L

Central Texas agriculture
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This year’s Fall Tour in Granbury set a record with 118 young farmers and ranchers in attendance from across the
state for the two-day event.

At Oswood Stallion Station, the group learned more about

breeding successful working horses.

The group also visited Oswood
Stallion Station in Weatherford. Os-
wood specializes in breeding cutting,
reining and cow horse stallions us-
ing both on-site and Al techniques.
The young farmers and ranchers
were able to interact with many of
the yearlings being boarded at the
facility.

The next stop was at Ellison Cart-
er Cattle Co. in Santo.

Second-generation cattle broker
Walton Carter explained how his
family’s business purchases light-
weight cattle from smaller ranches
and creates value by matching them
into bigger lots for sale. Nine out of
every 10 loads are headed to feeders
in the Texas Panhandle, according to
Carter.

It was a different take on one of

Texas’ most popular agricultural sec-
tors, said Wilson County rancher AJ
Pardo. He and his grandfather run
a 300-head cow-calf operation where
they background the weaned calves
until they are about 800 pounds and
send them to feedyards.

“This operation was different be-
cause they help people who don’t
have big enough operations to fill
contracts or sell directly on their
own,” Pardo said. “Whereas we could
sell truckloads of cattle all at once,
Carter Cattle Co. helps those who
maybe only can sell 20 or 30 at a
time.”

Tarleton State University in Ste-
phenville was the final stop of the
day. Representatives of the College
of Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es led participants on a guided bus

Artesian Ranch raises half-blood Akaushi cattle using
Angus, Red Angus and Angus-cross genetics.

tour of the university’s agricultural
facilities and provided dinner at the
newly-acquired rodeo arena.

In addition to livestock equip-
ment and boarding facilities, the
college plans to add a weight room,
exercise equipment and physical
trainers on staff, because the rodeo
team are student athletes, just the
same as those who participate in
other university sports.

The group also toured the Brazos
Valley Stallion Station and Equine
Rehabilitation facility in Stephen-
ville. General Manager Frank Mer-
rill explained the operation’s equine
rehabilitation, sale fitting services,
breeding and mare care facilities.

Brazos Valley Stallion Station is
home to the No. 1 National Cutting
Horse Association stud Metallic Cat,



which sired more than $1 million in
winners at the 2021 NCHA Super
Stakes, as well as top barrel racing
sire Eddie Stinson.

Other stops included Ned-Tex
Dairy and Volleman’s Family Farm.

At Ned-Tex in Stephenville,
Thomson Services owners Colin and
April Thomson led participants on
a tour of the dairy while discussing
their dairy services operation. They
sell and service all manner of dairy
business needs to more than 40
dairy farms around Central Texas.

Ned-Tex, where the Thompsons
installed and maintain Lely brand
dairy equipment, is a fully-auto-
mated robotic dairy. Each cow of the
1,110-head herd is milked at-will
once every eight hours by robotic
milkers, producing two 48,000-pound
loads of milk each day.

Volleman’s is a vertically inte-
grated dairy in Gustine that pro-
duces, bottles, delivers and sells
milk under the Volleman’s Family
Farm brand. Another unique aspect
of their milk is the returnable glass

bottle. Consumers pay a $2 deposit
for each bottle that is refundable
when the rinsed bottles are returned
to any participating store.

Pardo’s wife, Illusion Hernandez,
said the dairies were a big attraction
for many on the tour.

“We were able to see what the
product looks like from when it
comes out of the cow to being bottled
and sold in stores and everything in
between,” she said.

Beef cattle production was in the
spotlight, as well, with tours of Evans
Farms and Artesian Ranch.

Evans Farms is a Black An-
gus seedstock operation in Proctor
owned and operated by third-gener-
ation rancher Dr. Bill Evans.

As someone who grew up on an
Angus beef cattle operation, Mont-
gomery County Farm Bureau mem-
ber Shannon Norris-Parish said she
was “nerding out” about visiting
Evans Farms. And as an assistant
professor of Agricultural Commu-
nications at New Mexico State Uni-
versity, she was excited about bring-

The group learned about turfgrass and the impact of urban sprawl at King

Ranch Turfgrass.

The Young Farmer & Rancher Advisory Committee plans the Fall Tour.

ing back the scope and variety of
agriculture she experienced on the
tour.

“Being able to take this back to
the classroom is really valuable be-
cause if we're talking about ways
my students can plug in with their
careers or things they can do as a
passion project, the possibilities
are endless in agriculture,” Norris-
Parish said. “This experience helps
reinforce this.”

The final experience of the tour
before dinner at a local winery was
a visit to Artesian Ranch in Gustine,
where owner Dr. Robert King and
managers Tim and Susie Stallings
run a cattle, pecan and vacation
rental operation.

Artesian Ranch raises Akaushi
beef for direct-to-consumer sales us-
ing Akaushi, Angus, Red Angus and
Angus-cross genetics. They also man-
age a 5,000-tree native pecan or-
chard.

The Bell House vacation rental,
located along the picturesque Leon
River, is another revenue stream

for the diversified operation. Lodg-
ers may bring pets and even board
their horses during their stay on the
working ranch.

Experiences like the Fall Tour
are important for young farmers
and ranchers because it brings in
the next generation of Farm Bureau
leaders, according to Isbell.

“The fun activities are the ones
that get people hooked. My husband
and I went to a Fall Tour in Ama-
rillo six or seven years ago, and then
we started attending other YF&R
events from there,” Isbell said. “Fall
Tour is how we get them interested,
then we start trying to get people to
attend the YF&R Leadership Con-
ference and get them serving on
their county boards and other lead-
ership roles from there. It’s so im-
portant to have a fun event that’s still
educational and offers enough reason
to leave our own operations and ex-
perience other types of agriculture.”

For more information about other
YF&R activities, visit texasfarmbu-

reau.org/YFR.

At Ned-Tex Dairy, the group toured the barns and robotic milking parlor.
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TPWD proposes changes to CWD rules, expands CWD zones

By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

To reduce the spread of a fatal,
neurological disease in deer, the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) proposed several amend-
ments to statewide chronic wasting
disease (CWD) rules.

In a presentation to the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Commission Sept.
15, Mitch Lockwood, TPWD Big Game
Program director, said the amend-
ments are needed to mitigate risks
not addressed in the current rules.

“The epidemiology of the situation
suggests the comprehensive CWD
rules were not effective at early de-
tection or at disease containment,”
Lockwood said. “We think many of
the shortcomings can be addressed by
modifying the surveillance require-
ments for deer breeding facilities.”

Since March 23, CWD has been
detected at seven permitted deer
breeding facilities in Texas.

Those facilities were quarantined
to prevent the further spread of the
disease.

Then, sites that shipped deer to
those facilities, or received deer from
them, over the past five years were
placed on hold—unable to ship or
receive deer while animal health of-
ficials investigated.

To address concerns CWD was be-
ing transferred from facilities where
the disease may exist undetected,
TPWD issued emergency CWD rules
in late June.

Those rules are set to expire in
December.

The amendments proposed by
TPWD in September would require
postmortem testing for CWD on all
deer mortalities at deer breeding
facilities if the deer is at least 12
months old or older.

“We concur with stakeholder rec-
ommendations to require postmor-
tem samples to be reported and sub-
mitted to the lab within seven days,”
Lockwood said. “We also concur with
the stakeholder recommendation
to increase the minimum expected
postmortem test, but we propose the
rate to be five percent.”

Antemortem, or live animal, test-
ing would be required for all deer
before they’re released at a new site
or facility.

“Staff believe the requirement of
the emergency rules to antemortem
test all deer prior to release should be
maintained, but we recommend the
time during which that testing may
occur to eight months,” he said.

No deer under six months old will
be tested, and therefore, deer under
six months of age, cannot be released
under the new amendment.

A testing plan would also be re-
quired for the site where the deer
would be released.

“Limiting the number of breeding
facilities that a nursing facility could
receive fawns from, in a given season,
to one is something that the CWD
task force felt strongly about,” he said.

The proposal would also discon-
tinue what some call the rent-a-buck
program.

“A breeder buck would not be al-
lowed to return to a breeding facility
after being utilized in a DMP (Deer
Management Permit) facility,” Lock-
wood said.

The Trap, Transport and Trans-
plant program would also be sus-
pended until it can be thoroughly
evaluated. TPWD staff want to de-
termine if the program can resume
without adding risk for disease
transmission.

The proposal would change proof-
of-sex requirements to encourage
owners to leave the risk parts of a
deer carcass at the site of harvest.

“To facilitate this, we proposed
changes to the proof of sex require-
ments to allow for sex organs accom-
panied by the tail to serve as proof of
sex and species for does,” Lockwood
said. “We chose to focus on doe deer
right now, just because that’s simple
to address in the short term. Antlers
add complication, and more vetting
with the white-tailed deer advisory
committee is necessary to consider
additional proof of sex alternatives.”

The commission recently approved
new CWD surveillance and contain-
ment zones in areas where deer with

CWD has been found to prevent the
further spread of the disease.

A new containment zone will cover
a 75-square-mile radius in Lubbock
County, while a larger 700-square-
mile surveillance zone will encom-
pass portions of Lynn, Lubbock, Cros-
by and Garza counties.

Another new surveillance zone
was approved for areas of Hunt,
Rockwall, Kaufman and Van Zandt
counties.

The commission also approved
expansion of CWD zones in Uvalde
County.

CWD is a neurodegenerative dis-
ease that affects cervid species like
white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, red
deer and sika.

Cervids may be exposed to CWD
by direct contact with an infected an-
imal or by coming into contact with
items in the environment an infected
animal has been exposed to.

Infected deer can shed CWD pri-
ons through their saliva, urine, feces,
blood and soft antler material for
years before showing outward symp-
toms of the disease.

The soil can become contaminated
through the decomposition of a dead

infected animal.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, there
is no evidence CWD poses a serious
risk to human health, but as a pre-
caution, hunters are encouraged to
avoid consuming meat from animals
that are infected.

TPWD will publish the proposal
in the Texas Register and accept
comments on the proposals before
the commission takes further action.

White-tailed deer season outlook strong

Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) biologists say
that 2021-22 is expected to be a
white-tailed deer season for the
books.

Last year, the overall white-
tailed deer population was esti-
mated to be 5.4 million deer.

While that estimate is down
from the previous two years,
TPWD biologists say that if fawn
recruitment predictions hold true
this season, coupled with good
carryover of deer from last hunt-
ing season, hunters and landown-
ers can expect to see an increase
in the overall statewide white-
tailed deer population.

The favorable habitat condi-

tions should boost the body condi-
tion of deer populations and set
up deer to enter the fall and win-
ter with a substantial layer of fat.

The favorable weather condi-
tions were also vital in helping
bucks maximize antlers as they
finish out the growing season.

Antler quality is predicted to be
well above average for the 2021-
22 season.

The general season opener is on
Nov. 6.

The general season runs through
Jan. 2, 2022 in the North Zone and
Jan. 16, 2021 in the South Zone. A
special youth-only gun deer sea-
son is set for Oct. 30-31 and Jan.
3-16, 2022.
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New schedule outlined for Texas Farm Bureau annual meeting

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas farmers and ranchers will
address organizational policy issues
and be recognized for membership
achievements at the 88th annual
meeting of Texas Farm Bureau Dec.
3-5 in Corpus Christi.

The agenda for this year’s annual
meeting will be a bit different than
previous years.

Friday, Dec. 3

Registration will begin Friday af-
ternoon at 3 p.m. TFB member ser-
vices exhibits, County Activities of
Excellence winners and TFB’s Door-
ways to Agriculture exhibit will be
on display from 3-6 p.m.

The Young Farmer & Rancher
(YF&R) Discussion Meet registration
and orientation will begin at 5 p.m.

Members can also enjoy an eve-
ning of fun and fellowship during
the Annual Convention Welcome
Event, which will be dueling pianos.
The event, sponsored by the YF&R
Advisory Committee, is scheduled
for 8-10 p.m. at the Omni Hotel.

Saturday, Dec. 4

Activities will begin on Satur-
day, Dec. 4, at 8 a.m. The events in-
clude TFB member services exhibits,
County Activities of Excellence dis-

plays, TFB’s Doorways to Agricul-
ture exhibit, the YF&R Silent Auc-
tion and county delegate photos.

Also this year, a special guest will
be in attendance in the exhibit area.
Jen Betton, the illustrator of the chil-
dren’s book Barn at Night, will be
signing copies of the book. It is the
latest from the American Farm Bu-
reau Foundation For Agriculture’s
publishing venture. The book features
a father and daughter working in the
pre-dawn hours in their barn to feed
and care for their animals.

Betton lives in Dallas and has re-
ceived numerous awards for her il-
lustrations.

The first round of the Discussion
Meet also begins at 8 a.m., followed
by the second round at 10 a.m. The
final round will begin at 1 p.m. Mem-
bers are encouraged to watch the
young farmers and ranchers partici-
pate in the various rounds.

The three YF&R Excellence in
Agriculture finalists will each give a
presentation, beginning at 9 a.m.

The Opening General Session will
begin at 2 p.m.

During the session, members of the
Aglead-FarmLead XV class will be
recognized, as will the winners of the
Pioneer Awards, Media Awards, Com-

1810 trailed mowers offe rﬁp y;The ho&kﬂp pro{ez—(iufe straighff&ﬁlar

hitch, PTO and hydraulics are connected it’s ready to go to the field. Toolless adjustments allow users to set the
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(TM610: 50 hp [37.3 kW) are an average 20 percent lower than comparable 3-point disc mowers.
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munications Awards and Outstand-
ing Ag in the Classroom Teacher.

Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has
been invited to address members
during the session.

District caucuses will begin after
the general session concludes, and
the AGFUND dinner, which is invi-
tation only, is slated for the evening.

Sunday, Dec. 5

On Sunday, the meeting will re-
sume at 8 a.m. with a devotional and
tribute video, followed by member-
ship recognition and the announce-
ment of the YF&R contest winners.
Members will also hear from Gov.
Greg Abbott via video.

A delegate luncheon and YF&R
Live Auction will be held before the
business session. The money raised
during the live auction Dbenefits
TFB’s scholarship program.

During the Dbusiness session,
members will discuss state and na-
tional policy issues to guide the or-
ganization’s advocacy efforts.

“Our members will address the
needs of farmers and ranchers and
rural communities through our
grassroots policy development pro-
cess,” TFB President Russell Boening
said. “Our policy discussions will look
at ways to strengthen agriculture
in our state and nation. We want to
make sure agriculture stays sustain-
able and profitable, ensuring we have
a nutritious food and fiber supply.”

Registration details

A link to the reservations and the
tentative agenda is available online
at texasfarmbureau.org/annualmeet-
ing.

More details will be posted online
as information becomes available.
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Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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COVID-19 virus
found in deer

By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) confirmed that wild,
white-tailed deer in Ohio have test-
ed positive for the virus that causes
COVID-19.

It’s the first time deer have tested
positive for the disease worldwide.

According to USDA’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service,
samples from the deer were collected
between January and March by the
Ohio State University College of Vet-
erinary Medicine as part of ongoing
deer damage management activities.

The deer showed no clinical signs
of infection.

So far, SARS-CoV-2 infections
have been reported in a small num-
ber of species worldwide—mostly in
animals that have had close contact
with a human with the virus.

USDA reports they’re still learning
more about SARS-CoV-2 in animals,
but based on the information available
now, the risk of animals spreading the
virus to people is considered low.

People with suspected or con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 are en-
couraged to avoid contact with pets
and other animals to protect them
from possible infection.

At this time, routine testing of
animals for the virus that causes
COVID-19 is not recommended.

State, tribal, local and territorial
animal health and public health of-
ficials will work with USDA and the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention to determine whether ani-
mals should be tested.

USDA announces cases of con-
firmed infection in animals each time
the virus is found in a new species.

TANK COATINGS-ROOF COATINGS

Available for metal,
Composition shingles or tar roofs. Long
lasting and easy to apply. We also manufac-
ture Tank coatings for Concrete, Rock, Steel,
Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call for our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761
www.virdenproducts.com

LEGALNOTICE

If you purchased Super S Supertrac 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Super S 303
Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Cam2 ProMax 303 Tractor Hydraulic Oil, and/or Cam2 303
Tractor Hydraulic Oil from Tractor Supply Company (including Del’s Feed & Farm
Supply), Orscheln Farm and Home, Rural King, and/or Atwood Stores between
December 1, 2013, and the present, a Class Action Lawsuit and Settlement with the
Four Retailer Defendants Could Affect Your Rights

READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY. YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS
MAY BE AFFECTED WHETHER YOU ACT OR DO NOT ACT.

A federal court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.

The purpose of this notice is to inform you that a $7,200,000.00 class-action settlement (the “Proposed Retailer Settlement”) has been reached with the four Retailer
Defendants in a lawsuit regarding the sale and use of Super S Supertrac 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Super S 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid, Cam2 ProMax 303 Tractor
Hydraulic Oil, and/or Cam2 303 Tractor Hydraulic Oil (“303 THF Products”). The Proposed Retailer Settlement settles claims against Retailer Defendants Tractor Supply
Company, Orscheln Farm and Home LLC, Rural King, and Atwood, together with each of their affiliates, divisions, subsidiaries, and assigns (collectively referred to as
“Retailer Defendants”) that were asserted in a Multi-District Litigation (“MDL”) lawsuit, Plaintiffs believe that the primary claims in the MDL are against Smitty’s Supply,
Inc. and CAM2 International, LLC (collectively referred to as “Manufacturer Defendants”), and those claims are proceeding in the MDL and have not been settled.

The Proposed Retailer Seftlement may affect your rights. For comprehensive information about the lawsuit and settlement, including the longer
notice of settlement and the Retailer Settlement Agreement and Release with the precise terms and conditions of the Retailer Settlement, please see
www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com or call 1-866-742-4955. You may also access the Court docket in this case through the Court’s Public Access to Court
Electronic Records (PACER) system at www.mow.uscourts.gov/ or by visiting the office of the Office of the Clerk of Court, United States District Court for the Western
District of Missouri, 400 E. 9th Street, Kansas City, Missouri, 64106, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Court holidays. The MDL
lawsuit is titled In Re: Smitty $/CAM2 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluid Marketing, Sales Practices, and Product Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2936, Case No. 4:20-MD-
(2936-SRB, pending before the Honorable Judge Stephen R. Bough in the United States District Court for the Western District of Missouri. Please do not telephone the
Court or the Court Clerk’s Office to inquire about the Proposed Settlement or the claim process.

In the MDL lawsuit, Plaintiffs allege (1) that the Manufacturing Defendants’ 303 THF Products did not meet the equipment manufacturers’ specifications or provide
the performance benefits listed on the product labels, (2) that the 303 THF Products were made with inappropriate ingredients, including used transformer oil, used turbine
oil, and line flush, and (3) that use of the 303 THF Products in equipment causes damage to various parts of the equipment. Because of the used oil and line flush contained
in the 303 THF Products, Plaintiffs allege that those 303 THF Products should not be used as tractor hydraulic fluid and that the fluid should be flushed from equipment
systems if one can afford the cost of doing so.

The Manufacturer Defendants have denied the allegations and claims of wrongdoing, and the claims against those Manufacturer Defendants are ongoing. The Retailer
Defendants deny any allegations and claims of wrongdoing on their part. The Court has not decided who is right or made a final ruling on Plaintiffs’ claims. Plaintiffs and
the Retailer Defendants have agreed to the Proposed Settlement as to the Retailer Defendants’ liability to avoid the risk and expense of further litigation.

You may be a member of the Retailer Settlement Class if you purchased the above-listed 303 THF Products from December 1, 2013, to the present from Tractor
Supply Company (including its Del’s Feed and Farm Supply locations), Orscheln Farm and Home, Rural King or Atwood. If you are a member of the Retailer Settlement
(lass, you may need to submit a Class Membership Form to be eligible for benefits, and you also may be eligible to submit a Repair/Parts/Specific Equipment Damage
Claim Form, Please sce www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com for a copy of the Class Membership Form and Repair/Parts/Specific Equipment Damage Claim
Form or call 1-866-742-4955 to request a Class Membership Form and Claim Form be mailed to you. The deadline to file your claim is December 29, 2021. In order to
maximize efficiency, proceeds from this Retailer Settlement will be held for distribution at such a point in time after monies, if any, have been received in settlement or
judgment for the Litigation Class claims against the Manufacturer Defendants. Please be patient and check the website for updates.

If you do not want to be legally bound by the Proposed Retailer Settlement, you must exclude yourself by December 29, 2021. If you do not exclude yourself, you
will release any claims you may have against the Retailer Defendants, as more fully described in the Retailer Settlement Agreement. You may object to the Proposed
Retailer Settlement by December 29, 2021. The Long Form Notice, available at www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com or upon request, explains how to exclude
yourself or object.

Counsel also will ask that the Court award up to $2,300,000.00 in attorneys’ fees, $300,000.00 in expenses, and an incentive payment of $500 for each of
the class representatives. The amounts awarded for attorneys’ fees, expenses, and incentive awards come out of the Retailer Settlement Class Fund. This =]
date for the hearing may change; see www.303tractorhydraulicfluidsettlement.com

BY ORDER OF U.S. DISTRICT COURT

The Court will decide whether to approve the Proposed Retailer Settlement at the Final Faimess Hearing on January 6, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. Class EI'E;E- -‘EEE]
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Heavy summer rains left South

By Julie Tomascik
Editor
Too much of a good thing? That
summarizes this year’s summer
rainfall for some South Texas farmers.
The year promised to be a good
harvest for grain sorghum. But in
mid-summer, things changed. The
rain started falling in Wharton Coun-
ty, where Keith Bram farms his own
ground and works for Popp Farms.
And it didn’t stop.
N Many areas reported between
8, 15 to 20 inches during July, but it
~wasn’t the amount of rain that was
%necessarily the problem. It was the
Scrop staying wet for an extended pe-
riod of time.
“The continuous rains, daily rains
and keeping it wet as it went into
nighttime—that’s probably the big-
gest problem is the daily rains we
were getting just continuously keep-

M

5
o)}
=t
o,
)
=i
ol
o)
=]
Q.
8
e.
17
28
5
(o
[=x
@
=
©
@,
o,

2

XAS AGRICULTURE

%Bram said.

Before the rain set in, the crop
had high potential.
“Last year was a tremendous crop.

I don’t think this was going to be
quite as good, but it was very good.
It was going to be a lot of about 7,000
pound milo, I think,” he said.

Unfortunately, the moisture de-
graded the crop. It caused the seed
to sprout in the head, and it became
moldy.

“No one wants the moldy sprout.
The sprouted milo is one thing, but
when it gets moldy, they definitely
don’t want it,” he said.

With nowhere to take the crop,
Bram and Popp Farms submitted a
crop insurance claim.

“When they don’t want it, we have
to get rid of it somehow,” Bram said.
“We had crop insurance out to get
the okay. We had to cut a sample,
had to get three rejection letters
from three different elevators say-
ing that they would not accept that
quality of milo, and so then we shred
it and turn in the insurance claim.”

With the extra height and heads
still on the stalk, Bram decided to
shred the crop rather than plow it
under.

-l

Texas grain

——

Keith Bram holds damaged sorghum and stands in front of a field at Popp
Farms that isn’t harvestable due to an abundance of moisture.

This year’s weather has brought
many challenges to Texas farmers.

“Rain is not always your best
friend, but you sure hate to complain
about the rain,” Bram said. “Timely
rains are always the best. Untimely
rains usually happen when harvest

is beginning or when you'’re trying
to plant, or just planted and you get
a flood causing problems like that.
So, we try not to complain about the
rain, because I know there’s a lot of
parts of the state that don’t get very
much.”




Deadline extended for pandemic aid for producers with animal losses

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) is providing additional
time for livestock and poultry produc-
ers to apply for the Pandemic Live-
stock Indemnity Program (PLIP).

Producers who suffered losses
during the pandemic due to insuffi-
cient access to processing may now
apply for assistance for those losses
and the cost of depopulation and dis-
posal of the animals through Oct. 12,
2021, rather than the original dead-
line of Sept. 17, 2021.

“Livestock and poultry produc-
ers were among the hardest hit by
the pandemic,” Farm Service Agency
(FSA) Administrator Zach Duch-
eneaux said. “We want to ensure
that all eligible producers have the
opportunity to apply for this critical
assistance. The Oct. 12 deadline also
aligns with the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program 2 deadline.”

PLIP is part of USDA’s Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative.

PLIP provides payments to pro-
ducers for losses of livestock or poul-
try depopulated from March 1, 2020
through Dec. 26, 2020, due to insuf-
ficient processing access as a result
of the pandemic.

Payments are based on 80% of the
fair market value of the livestock
and poultry and for the cost of de-
population and disposal of the ani-
mals.

Eligible livestock and poultry in-
clude swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP program details

PLIP payments are calculated by
multiplying the number of head of
eligible livestock or poultry by the
payment rate per head, and then
subtracting the amount of any pay-
ments the eligible livestock or poul-
try owner has received for disposal
of the livestock or poultry under
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
or a state program.

The payments will also be reduced
by any Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments
paid on the same inventory of swine
that were depopulated.

Eligible livestock and poultry pro-
ducers can apply for PLIP through
the Oct. 12, 2021 deadline by com-
pleting the FSA-620, Pandemic
Livestock Indemnity Program appli-
cation, and submitting it to any FSA
county office.

Additional documentation may be
required.

Visit farmers.gov/plip for more in-
formation on how to apply.

Additional pandemic
assistance

Other programs within the Pan-
demic Assistance for Producer ini-
tiative with upcoming deadlines
include the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program 2, which provides
critical support to agricultural pro-

¢

ducers impacted by COVID-19 mar-
ket disruptions. The deadline for

this application is Oct. 12.

The deadline for the Pandemic As-
sistance for Timber Harvesters and
Haulers, which provides financial re-

lief to timber harvesting and timber
hauling businesses that experienced
losses in 2020 due to COVID-19, is
Oct. 15.

For more information, visit farm-
ers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

OAK CREEK FARMS

Forage Developed Registered Spring Brangus Bull Sale

Saturday, October 23, 2021 » 12:30 pm

Oak Creek Sale Facility, Chappell Hill, Texas - Lunch Served
753 and (320 Bulls Sell

50 Commercial 0ak Creek Farm Heifers|e llnsn & Bred e Sell Following Bull Sale

=

- 0CF; Grass-ggnller Calves sell/at|11,amze! No Antiblotics or: Added Hormones'
"Pre-Sale Activities| Friday e Viewing of Bulls '+ 6 pm Cattiemen's Ribeye Steak Dinner
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We are in our sixth year with no fly treatment! These are true environmentally friendly cattle!

———
»

979/836-6832 » oakcreekiarms@hughes.net

From Houston: 60 miles on Hwy 290 West, then 4 miles south on FM 1371.

Our Top 75 Coming Two Year 0ld Forage Tested OCF Bulls Will Sell!

Breeding Brangus Since 1967 » Utilizing Ultrasound for 38 Years and DNA for 18 Years for Genetic Improvement
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https://liveauctians.tv

OAK CREEK FARMS

John & Carolyn Kopycinski
Chappell Hill, Texas 77426

www.0akCreekFarms.com
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Farm Bureau:

CASEH

00/0 FINANCING
AVAILABLE

| FARM
PLUS BUREAU
| DISCOUNT*

ON NEW MAXXUM" SERIES TRACTORS.

Print your certificate today!" Visit http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

* For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good
through December 31, 2021. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions will apply. This transaction will be unconditionally interest free. Offer subject to change or
cancellation without notice

** (ffer available through December 31, 2021. Available on new Case IH Maxxum series tractors. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained
at fbverify.com/case. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. FARM BUREAU, the letters FB, the FB National Logo, and the State Farm
Bureau Logo are service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Case [H

f A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a

- cash discount - from $300 to $500 =
cm CAPITAL when purchasing qualifying Case IH TEXAS CASE ”'
INDUSTRIAL Ilaquipment from participating dealerships. FARMAU

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
800-588-7100
www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
800-514-9381
www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.
830-584-1576
Www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY
800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
956-689-2137
www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.

361-387-1572
Wwww.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.
806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.
903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.

512-352-6381
Www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com




Possible tax increases continue to worry farmers, ranchers

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The latest round of negotiations
for the FY22 Reconciliation Spend-
ing Package includes proposed tax
increases that could negatively af-
fect many family farms and ranches.

While Democratic proponents of
the $3.5 billion spending bill have
backed away from eliminating the
step up in basis of assets upon in-
heritance and the 1031 like-kind ex-
change tax law, farmers and ranch-
ers are still concerned.

In a letter sent to congressio-
nal leadership in early September,
American Farm Bureau Federation
(AFBF) President Zippy Duvall said
many of the proposals could set back
American agriculture for genera-
tions to come.

“Despite all claims to the contrary,
these tax increases will have a dis-
proportionate impact on American
family farms, stifle economic growth
and rural prosperity and could lead
to further consolidation across the
agricultural sector, putting multi-
generational family farms in jeop-
ardy,” Duvall wrote.

More than 275 other organiza-
tions representing family-owned
agribusinesses joined AFBF in send-
ing another letter to Congress stat-
ing their concerns.

There are more than four times as
many farmers and ranchers 65 years
of age and older as there are under
the age of 35. And those individuals
own more than 40% of agricultural
land in the U.S., according to the ag
groups.

With more than 370 million
acres expected to be passed down or
change hands in the next 20 years,
any changes to estate tax code pro-
visions could drastically affect those
families’ continued legacies.

Under the leadership of Texas
Congressman Kevin Brady, the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) of 2017
doubled the estate tax exemption
from $11 million per married couple
to $22 million. The provision is set to
expire on Dec. 31, 2025.

But when the House Committee

on Ways and Means submitted its
markups to the House Budget Com-
mittee in mid-September, it asked to
end the TCJA estate tax exclusion
on Dec. 31 of this year. If passed, es-
tate tax exclusions will roll back to
$5 million per person or $10 million
per couple, indexed.

“While the death tax should nev-
er have come into existence, we were
pleased many farms and ranches
were spared by doubling the exemp-
tion rate in 2017. The hope was, by
2025, we would be able to pass legis-
lation to make that higher estate tax
exclusion permanent or scrap the
tax altogether,” Texas Farm Bureau
(TFB) National Legislative Director
Laramie Adams said. “But the cur-
rent administration and some con-
gressional leaders want to cut the
exemption rate early. We, as an orga-
nization, cannot allow for the exclu-
sions to go away at the end of this
year. It will be disastrous for many
of our members.”

The past few years have not been

kind to agriculture, with lower com-
modity prices, trade wars, multiple
natural disasters and supply chain
disruptions from the COVID-19 pan-
demic creating a challenging busi-
ness environment.

“Any changes to the tax code that
create additional financial burden
on those operating or hoping to in-
herit family operations could well be
the proverbial final nail in the cof-
fin,” Adams said. “These are all very
important tools used by many of our
members. If Congress wants to sad-
dle farmers and ranchers with more
taxes right now, when theyre al-
ready having a difficult time coming
out of the pandemic, it’s going to put
them out of business. It’s important
our members stay very vocal about
how those changes will affect them.”

TFB has facilitated more than
60 congressional farm visits and
discussions so legislators can get a
“boots on the ground” view of how
these proposals could harm family
operations, he added. TFB also led a

letter with many agricultural, busi-
ness and energy organizations and
chambers of commerce to U.S House
and Senate leadership to highlight
issues with the tax proposals.

“Although this package has some
support, nothing is set in stone yet.
We have to keep fighting and keep
engaging with our lawmakers to
help them understand why these
changes will kill family farms and
ranches,” Adams said.

TFB names 2021 Clover Cash grant recipients

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Engaging students and the com-
munity in activities to increase ag-
ricultural literacy and awareness is
part of Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB)
educational and youth outreach ef-
forts.

To help do that, TFB awarded
$20,000 to 23 county, district and
state 4-H programs and activities
through the Clover Cash Grant Pro-
gram.

“This program is important be-
cause it seeks to encourage county,
district and state 4-H programs to
continue their educational efforts
in a variety of ways,” said Jordan
Walker, TFB associate director of
Organization Division, Educational
Outreach. “The applications pres-
ent unique, exciting and creative
projects that provide students with
training and experiences that ulti-
mately equip them to take on valu-
able roles as leaders, change-makers

and active community members.
TFB believes in investing in the next
generation of leaders, and this pro-
gram does just that.”

Now in its second year, the grant
program was established to fund
hands-on activities that grow stu-
dents’ knowledge of food, fiber and
fuel. Programs funded by the Clover
Cash grants also strive to help stu-
dents understand the importance of
agricultural advocacy.

“4-H members involved in these
projects truly have the opportunity
to learn so many different skills, les-
sons and information,” Walker said.
“Our hope is that the projects funded
by this grant will foster an environ-
ment of growth, challenge students
to think critically and create a com-
munity of life-long learners.”

Programs that received coun-
ty-level grants include: Anderson
County 4-H, Alvin County 4-H,
Cass County 4-H, Concho County
4-H, Grayson County 4-H, Harris

County 4-H, Channing 4-H Club,
4-H Greenville — Hunt County, Leon
County 4-H, Preston Smith PTA —
Lubbock County, Evening Star 4-H
Club — Montgomery County, Mil-
dred GT Classroom 4-H — Navarro
County, Roberts County 4-H, TGC
4-H & ANR Coalition — Tom Green
County, Cooperative Extension Pro-
gram — Willacy County CEP Agents,g
Williamson County 4-H and Youngg
County 4-H Program Area Commit-Z,
tee. N
Programs that received district-N
level grants include: District 1 4-H,
District 2 4-H, District 8 4-H and a
Hamilton County 4-H District Event.
Programs that received state-
level grants include the 4-H Waterg
Ambassadors Program and Texas >
4-H Council.
For more information about the5
Clover Cash grant program, visitg
texasfarmbureau.org/youth/youth-
opportunities or contact youthactivi-

[\J

ties@txfb.org. S
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Above-average quail season expected in South Texas

By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

Quail hunters can expect good to
very good hunting in South Texas
this year, but should probably tem-
per their expectations if hunting on
the Rolling Plains.

Rangeland and habitat conditions
across much of Texas are good to
excellent this year thanks to spring
and summer rains. That bodes well
for grassland birds, including quail,
but this year, other factors are im-
pacting quail numbers.

“With the Rolling Plains, the last
three years have really been compa-
rable to the 2011-2013 drought pe-
riod that we had,” John McLaughlin,
Upland Game Bird program leader
for the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD), said. “Entering
this year, we had really low popula-
tion numbers and what we refer to as
low breeding stock—not a lot of hens
on the landscape available to nest.”

That, combined with a lack of
quality nesting cover from previous

years, led to a slow start to the nest-
ing season.

“We really expect that it will be
a below-average hunting season
for most folks across that region,”
McLaughlin said.

Each year, TPWD releases a quail
season forecast based on quail road-
side counts conducted the first two
weeks of August.

McLaughlin said despite the good
spring and summer rains across
Texas, TPWD came up with some of
the lowest survey numbers on record
for much of the state.

The good news is bobwhite num-
bers are expected to be much better
in South Texas.

“Last year, they had quite a pro-
ductive year and actually accounted
for about 80% of the statewide har-
vest. They had some good carryover,”
McLaughlin told the Texas Farm Bu-
reau Radio Network. “They caught
that May-to-July rainfall. Range
and habitat conditions look great in
that part of the state.

For more information contact:

254-424-1736

Texas Hereford Fall Classic

Bull & Female Sale

12:00 noon ¢ Wed., Oct. 27, 2021
Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Inc. * Buffalo, TX

SELLING:

54 Serviceable Age Hereford Bulls
12 Registered Hereford Females
200 Females—Open, Breds & Pairs

Jack Chastain, Texas Hereford Assn.
817-831-3161 or 817-821-3544

Cody deCordova * Buffalo Livestock

M Auctions /)

Good to very good quail numbers
are expected in South Texas, espe-
cially in areas east of Interstate 35,
including Brooks, Kenedy and Kle-
berg counties.

Above-average to good quail
hunting conditions are expected
anywhere west of ITH-35 from Austin
to Del Rio.

Scaled quail numbers are expect-
ed to be below average to average in
West Texas.

If Winter Storm Uri had any im-
pact on the quail population, it’s
tough to tell.

“We weren’t tracking birds during
that period, so it would be mostly
speculative, but I would say it defi-
nitely wasn’t good and most likely
hurt birds as they were preparing
to come into the nesting season,”
McLaughlin said.

TPWD made no regulation chang-
es for quail hunters this year.

The bag limit remains at 15 birds
per day with a possession limit of 45.

Quail hunting season is set for

/\

An above-average quail season is
expected this year. Photo courtesy
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

Oct. 30 through Feb. 27, 2022.

If hunters don’t have a place to
hunt quail this season, McLaughlin
recommends checking out the Drawn
Hunt webpage on tpwd.texas.gov.

“It’s a private lands quail hunt in
Lipscomb County,” McLaughlin said.
“It’'s a great opportunity to get out
on a private ranch and pursue some
birds.”

There are 36 permits available.

Applications are $10 each. The
deadline to enter is Oct. 15.

Post your FREE Classified
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com




Agricultural groups urge USDA to address supply chain issues

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) recently sent a letter
to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack offering possible solutions to
several supply chain issues Ameri-
can farmers and ranchers have re-
peatedly encountered since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The letter was sent to Vilsack
ahead of his anticipated report to
President Joe Biden regarding ag-
ricultural commodity and food prod-
uct supply chains.

Biden issued an executive order
in February requiring a 100-day
review and report of various Ameri-
can supply chains by federal agency
executives including Vilsack, who is
the head of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

AFBF asked USDA to consider ac-
tion on a variety of topics, including
livestock processing capacity, farm
inputs, commodity and food trans-
portation, labor and trade.

wl he denser the bale, .
the feed.

-

“We are now in our 18th month
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Dur-
ing this period, our nation has wit-
nessed vulnerabilities throughout
the supply chain that haven’t been
seen before. Consumers faced empty
grocery store shelves and mile-long
food bank lines, while farmers and
ranchers were being asked to cull
animals, dump milk and plow un-
der fresh produce,” AFBF President
Zippy Duvall wrote. “The pandemic
emphasized areas beyond the farm
gate where food supply chain sys-
tems need improvement.”

Livestock processing capacity is-
sues particularly affected Texas
farmers and ranchers, according to
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) Associate
Director of Commodity and Regula-
tory Activities Tracy Tomascik.

Livestock processing capacity is-
sues were worsened by a series of
recent events: a 2019 meatpacking
facility fire, the 2020 pandemic and
a cyberattack this spring against the
world’s largest meat processing com-

The Roll-Belt™ 560 Round Baler produces bales that are 39% more dense than

the competition. A denser bale is naturally higher in crude protein and feed
value, while providing improved palatability. It adds up to higher quality feed

% NEW HOLLAND
AGRICULTURE -

that can increase average daily gain in your cattle. See all the advantages a New

Holland Roll-Belt™ Round Baler provides at betterbaling.com.

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO., INC.
361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

©2019 (NH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH

newholland.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

pany, JBS SA.

Changes are needed to prevent
bottlenecks in the packing and pro-
cessing sectors of meat production,
Tomascik noted.

“Farmers and ranchers in Texas
have not been spared the challenges
over the past 18 months as we've
dealt with supply chain issues,” he
said. “This has uncovered numerous
vulnerabilities in our ability to en-
dure catastrophic events in the food
supply chain.”

AFBF suggested USDA imple-
ment grants to modernize or expand
existing facilities, provide grants to

Covert Ford of Taylor
1200A Highway 79 East * Hutto, TX
Sales: 512-759-1414

covertfordhutto.com

processors to modernize process-
ing and manufacturing equipment,
develop grants for down payments
to build new meatpacking facili-
ties, and create grants or cost-share
programs for state governments to
develop and implement state inspec-
tion programs.

Funding for those grants could
come from the $500 million allocated
to meat and poultry processing from
the USDA’s Build Back Better Ini-
tiative.

A summary of AFBF’s letter and
details on each supply chain issue
are available at fb.org.
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Rio Grande Valley citrus slowly recovering after February’s freeze

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

After February’s historic freeze,
Rio Grande Valley citrus growers
faced much work and rehab for the
groves.

“We had to see what groves we
were going to keep and what groves
we were going to take out and where
we were going to replant,” Dale Mur-
den, citrus grower and president of
Texas Citrus Mutual, said. “A lot of
the trees are looking good after the
freeze, but we're soaking a lot of mon-
ey in them, which means we’re going
to have more expenses, obviously.”

More expenses with a citrus crop
that’s forecast to be down 70% is
tough news for Valley farmers.

“A light crop means little income
when you’re trying to rehab a grove
and infuse the dollars into it to get
them back to a profitable state,”
Murden said.

But it could have been worse. Like
the freezing weather in 1983 and
1989 that decimated the citrus crops.

“It’'s a big number—70%. But
we’re thankful we’ve got what we’ve
got. At least we get to keep our spot
in the marketplace somewhat until
we’re back fully,” he said.

February’s freeze devastated two
different growing seasons of crops,
Murden noted.

The majority of the fruit that re-
mained on the trees in February fell
to the ground, and the crop that’s
growing now was significantly re-
duced. Because of the freeze, harvest
is expected to be delayed.

“I think we’re probably going to
push harvest back to the first of No-
vember. Typically, we'd start in late
September, but with a light crop, we’ll
probably consolidate harvest into
about maybe a three month period—
November, December and January,”
he said. “We’ll just have to see how
it goes. But I think that’s most of the
sheds’ plans at the moment is to just
hold what we've got and then pull the
trigger early November. Kind of in
time for the holidays.”

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL

FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

CIRCLE K IRRIGATION
800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.
830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

¢ Full remote control of pivots, pumps * Compatible with almost any pivot
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

e Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
* GPS positioning for precision irrigation with up to 360 sectors
www.myfieldnet.com

YZLINDSAY = ZIMMATIC G FIELDNET o 20t A s Tt s
BY LINDSAY BY LINDSAY T ay Corpor:
DE LEON PLEASANTON

K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.
830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.
806-659-3743
fivestarequipmenttx.com

The holiday seasons are impor-
tant for Texas citrus growers. Pro-
viding a little slice of sunshine in
holiday gift baskets is a premium
market for the fruit.

In addition to weather challenges,
Rio Grande Valley citrus growers
also struggle with the Mexican fruit
fly, citrus greening and lack of labor
needed to help harvest the fruit from
the trees.

“Aside from COVID, we were see-
ing labor issues starting to develop
here, anyway. That’s a huge concern
of ours. Obviously, guestworker pro-
grams are what we need, but then
we need to just get past this COVID
pandemic that we’re in and move for-
ward,” he said. “It’s really, really hard
to find people to work right now. And
then in the specialty crop industry
down here, we typically fight each
other for laborers. We’ll be harvest-
ing grapefruit at the same time some
of these specialty crops are coming
in. So, now we're competing with our-
selves for a smaller labor pool.”

A

A‘*‘

Cltrus harvest will be delayed this
year. Photo courtesy Dale Murden.

Despite the challenges, growers
remain hopeful.

“I was out digging around in one
of the groves the other day, and when
you see those clusters of fruit com-
ing back and looking good, that just
always gives you optimism,” Murden
said. “And why do we do what we do?
We're passionate about it, it’s what we
love doing. It’s a challenge. You can’t
control Mother Nature, but your heart
and soul is in it. It’s just what we do.”

Is Your Pond Leaking?-You need...

Texas Sodium Bentonite

e Tank sealant-Landfill-Sewage Lagoon-Dairy Lagoon
Ponds-Dams-Canals-Dust Control on Highways

e Sodium Bentonite swells 15-18 times it's dry size when
wetted, either by water or other liquids.

o It fills the tiny veids in porous ground that water or
other chemicals would ordinarily seep through.

o It does not affect the water and in most cases can be
easily applied with your present equipment.

e Product approved hy County Extension Service and
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Literature is available

e Lab reports conducted by Texas A&M University
and labs at College Station, TX shows proof of
the quality of our products

In actual field tests, water seepage has been
reduced up to 94%

Texas Sodium Bentonite is the most effective, low-cost method of
treating porous soils.

Sodium Bentonite is a “Natural Product”, environmentally safe
and will not harm fish, livestock or wildlife.

George Burton, President
Texas Sodium Bentonite, Inc.
18301 Hwy 16 South, Comanche, TX 76442
1-325-885-2339 Office/Home
1-325-885-2138 Fax
1-254-842-7912 Mobile

Consultation and
Literature available
Bulk & Quantity Rates

www.texassodiumbentonite.com
info@texassodiumbentonite.com
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HERE’'S TO

A DAY WELL D

’POLARI'S'@'\A’"G ADVANTAGE

If your day starts in the fields or ends in.feeding cattle, now’s the perfect time

to buy a new off-road workhorse'with 10% off MSRP "up to $7,000"and a 2-year warranty on
select models as part of the Polaris® Ag'/Advantage program. Plus, get $100 off any purchase of
$500 or greater on off-road accessories, parts, lubricants & apparel.

POGLARIS

ATHENS COLUMBUS
BRINSON POWERSPORTS CAVENDER POLARIS
903-676-5200 979-732-2353
brinsonpowersports.com cavenderpolaris.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com
WARNING: Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must
be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old.
All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or
doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/

drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local
laws before riding on trails. ©2021 Polaris Inc.

PSILARIS | OFF ROAD

THE HAPPY

TOYMARER

www.thehappytoymaker.com

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits

From big to small.
From farm to front yard.
As a Farm Bureau® member,

you're ellgﬁb!i to save’*

Platinum 1savings for
Farm Bureau® Members.

I JOHN DEERE

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all
Farm Bureau Members* will automatically receive
Platinum 1status. That means instant savings

on a wide range of John Deere products. To find
out more on how you can turn your loyalty into
savings, go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau.

Sign up today!

Rewards

TEXAS FARM BUREAU'

Farm Bureau’
Y ser Benefits

John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF
361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

1303 ‘T ¥480I00
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TEXAS AGRICULTURE

30

CLASSIFIEDS

40x50x12
With 15’ Shed

Call for "Special’s Price”

apovt .
W 3 in your areal

ps 30x50x10
fRE

Galvanized

40x50x18

Y Raised Center Aisle

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5 * Sat 8-12 Central
1-877-USA-BARN (872-2276)

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just like they did with you
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it's okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.

We provide you information to give care and give back.
J
AARP

Real Possibilities

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Ad

CONTAINERS

TexStar Sea
Containers

INSTANT STORAGES

Sizes: 20’s - 40’s & 53’s
866-468-2791 - San Angelo, Texas
Modifications Available

End poverty.
Start getting kids
through high school.

T7% of Littles reported doing better

in school because of their Big.
One-to-one mentoring works.

Even big change starts with something

little. Support kids in your community
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

CLASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

CALL KELLY

Follow us on

veww. facebook,com/texasfarmburea

P

—
ROB-BILT [

¢ Includes labor & material
* Turn-Key No hidden costs

Covered by workers
compensation

Member: BBB « NFBA

THE POLE BARN PROFESSIONALS
POST-FRAME BUILDINGS

* American-made 26 & 29 gauge metal
* Satisfaction guaranteed

30 YEARS” EXPERIENCE  TASSRSRTSIp
1-800-245-9325

Mastercard

www.rob-bilt.com

FARM EQUIPMENT

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake
monitors and Salvage equipment.
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS. Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-proof.
Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 817-
992-9122.

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING |

& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

g' « Order Parts Online
15% Rebate

—

* Appraisals
Lic: TXS 6676
We can sell your surplus
equipment at online auction
anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

| 254-221-7957 |

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Farm,
Ranch, Vehicle & Construction On-
line Auction Opens October 8 Ends
October 15, 2021. Call with your
Consignments! Deadline October 6,
2021. Construction, County govern-
ment, farm & vehicles. If you have
farm, ranch or construction equip-
ment anywhere in the US, we can sell
it for you. Your phone number, Alvin
Kaddatz TXS6676 More information
is available at Kaddatzequipment.
com Join us in praying for farmers,
ranchers, and all those involved in
agriculture.

REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day
Service.

FOR SALE 12’ ROUND-DROP HOG

TRAPS $1995.thatsahogtrap.com
979-661-1535

Disaster
could show up at
YOUR doorstep.

Make a

plan today.

Ready.gov/plan

FERTILIZER

COVER CROPS, SOIL IMPROVE-
MENTS & ARMY WORM PRE-
VENTATIVE vyear after year. Foliar
fertilizer. Affordable. DRTOrganics.
com 903-925-3818

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

ATS Irrigation, Inc.

Your One-Stop Irrigation Store, Since 1985!

Helping You Put Water Where You Need It,
When You Need It.

Visit vs af 2509 Hwy 105
Brenham, Texas

www.atsirrigation.com
Email: sales@atsirrigation.com

1-800-656-2197




HUNTING LIVESTOCK m REAL ESTATE SOLAR PANELS

DO YOU HAVE A HOG PROBLEM? |
can help you. | can find your FERAL
HOGs day or night. FAA registered
drone with FLIR style Thermal cam-
era and color camera combo. Live
streamed video with stamped and
date, time and GPS coordinates fur-
nished. Find animals of all types and
conduct Thermal inspections to show
soil fertility, drainage, solar panels,
and roofing issues. FAA Private Pilot
20 + years FAA Part 107 Commercial
Drone License Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department TWIMS Nuisance
Permit contact texasdroanman@
gmail.com

LIVESTOCK

* WAGYU *

BULLS FOR SALE
2 YEARS OLD

100% GRASS FED
100% ALL NATURAL

FULL BLOOD WAGQYU - WAGYU
T ANQUS *© WAQYU ' BRANGUS

CLARENCE J. KAHLIQ, II

210.260.2121

TRAVIS HURT

830.965.6075

o\ |
- WAGYU BEEF ¢

Fall Bred White
Dorper Ewes
$500
Marion, TX

) Langemeier
% Livestock & Corgis
& Jeff: 830-708-5930

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top

quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW.

Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred
& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-

8644 254-747-2701

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS
Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-

202-5178

™ Dorper Spring
' Ram Lambs
$500
Marion, TX
Langemeier
Livestock & Corgis
Jeff: 830-708-5930

REG BEEFMASTER FOR CATTLE
pasture raised, not fed out, not con-
ditioned, gentle, range ready. Lufkin,
TX 936-366-2231.

COWMAKER

BULL SALE
Wednesday, 11/3/21

10:30 AM at the Stalwart
Ranch Weaning Facilities.
Located 3 miles west of
Crockett, TX on Hwy 21

Selling

65 Angus Bulls
20 Brangus Bulls
35 Braford Bulls

Matt Jones
Franklin, TX | 979.771.751
www.solidrockranch.com

TexagZaltbarn

WITH A STROKE,
TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.

1F you suddenly have or see any of these symps

NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits ® In Stock —
2-3/8 ¢2-7/83-1/241/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods
— In Stock —

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply
325/468-5131

IF 178 TOO HOT TO TOUCH

TEXAS AGRICULTURE ONLINE

WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG

I QU of /}
G SeaTS raie
USad o COrfactly,
Upsetiting isie 1

The LATCH system makes it easier
to be sure your child’s car seat is
installed correctly every time. Just
clip it to the lower anchors, attach the
top tether, and pull the straps tight.
To find out more, visit safercar.gov.

U.S. Department of
Transportation

Q

Follow us
on

www.twitter.com/texasfarmbureau

NURSERY STOCK

200
varieties

nuts and
berry
plants

Half-Dollar Size
Muscadines
and
Blackberries

FREE
Color
Catalog i
Available

Ison’s Nursery
P.O.Box |90 * Brooks, GA 30205

1-800-733-0324

www.isons.com

A+ LAND SERVICES Skidsteer
Mulching, Tree Shearing, Loader
Work, Dirt Grappling, Bucket Fork Lift,
Heavy Mowing. Ranches, Commer-
cial, Acreage and Hunting Leases.
979-709-2230.

CLASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

CALL KELLY
254.751.2420

Green Star
SOLUTIONS

830-438-3396

Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home
Significant Tax
Advantages Available
www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

, ACCREDITED

BUSINESS
BBB

BBB A+ rating

TECL 28902

TIRES

* Tractors
* Mowers
* Shredders

* Scrapers

The Original

NOFLALS - THORN PROCF

Ag Tires Since 1953
s Aer-Ways
* Discs
* Grain Carts
* Chisel Plows - Fertilizer Sprayers
» Spreaders
» Farm & Ranch Trailers
Sold as Assemblies
(Tire, Tube, New Wheel Mounted)
Or Use Your Wheels
Attn: Fire Depts., Municipalities, Counties
Ask about our military tires.
Gensco Aircraft Tires

3400 Hwy 60 South
Wharton, TX 77488

9131 Friendly Rd.
Houston, TX 77093

Call Today!

1-800-NO FLATS (800 -663-5287)

Discount shipping anywhere in the U.S.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids

1208 ‘T 4980100

in science class.

T7% of Littles reported doing better
in school because of their Big.
One-to-one mentoring works.

Even big change starts with something
little. Support kids in your community
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

D‘ Start Something”

Donate money or time at
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

TINLTNOIYOY SVXHT,
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GET HELP FOR YOUR @
RODENT PROBLEMS

by Scimetrics Limited Corp.

S

Family Owned.

American Made.

? 4

g mmm.mmnm{nm
5 g 139 TN 2T

Kaput® Combho Bait® Kaput®-D Kaput®-D
LE GEL BAIT FOR RATS, MICE & VOLES POCKET GOPHER BAIT PRAIRIE DOG BAIT

Restricted Use Pesticide

Mimics Moles’ Natural Food Kills the Rodent & their Fleas

Winter Wheat or Milo

Please visit www.KaputProducts.com for more information
or call 1-866-442-3467 to find a dealer near you.



