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By Zippy Duvall
AFBF President

As I have traveled across our 
great country this year, I have expe-
rienced all types of agriculture, foods 
and landscapes. But as I drive local 
roads and byways, there is one con-
stant theme everywhere—a bumpy 
ride. That’s because our coun-
try has underinvested in the 
infrastructure we rely on to 
get our families from place 
to place and our farm goods 
from field to market. 

The underinvestment isn’t 
limited to roads or bridges 
but includes our ports, canals, 
railways and strained power 
grid.

When farmers and ranch-
ers invest in their farms, we 
do so because it helps us grow more 
with less and do it safely. That’s 
why the American Farm Bureau 
has been calling for a significant in-
vestment in our nation’s infrastruc-
ture for years. Well, after months of 
negotiating and hearing from our 
grassroots members, Congress has 
passed a bipartisan infrastructure 
bill.

While it has been a long road, it 
is nice to see that members of Con-
gress from both parties could find 
common ground in passing this crit-
ical infrastructure funding. Bipar-
tisanship is a rarity in Washington 
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OPINION

Congress passes a long overdue investment in infrastructure
these days, but thankfully Congress 
found enough to seal the deal. But 
it is important to note that this bi-
partisan infrastructure legislation is 
different than the partisan spending 
plan, called the “Build Back Better 

Act.”
The investment 

Congress passed is 
desperately needed. 

Over 40% of the 
bridges in the U.S. 
are over 50 years 
old, and every day 
in the United States, 
Americans make 178 
million trips across 
structurally deficient 
bridges. 

The $110 billion in funding for 
roads and bridges will increase 
our ability to make needed repairs. 
While there is significant work to be 
done on our roadways, our water-
ways are also desperate for atten-
tion.

A few weeks ago, I toured a grain 
export facility outside of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. A ship getting 
filled with soybeans while I was 
there could hold 21 barges worth 
of grain, and each barge carried 70 
semi-loads of grain coming from 
farms spread throughout the Mid-
west and the South. The facility 

director described how canals and 
locks built more than 50 years ago 
aren’t enough to handle the number 
of barges coming down the Missis-
sippi River today and that shut-
downs for repairs can grind exports 
to a halt. And earlier this year, as 
Hurricane Ida tore through the 
area, the winds knocked massive 
electrical transmission wires strung 
across the river into the water. That 
meant no barges could move up or 
down the river for over a week. The 
bipartisan infrastructure bill in-
vests $17.3 billion to shore up our 
ports and inland waterways.

And while most Americans take 
broadband for granted, one in four 
U.S. farms has no access to high-
speed internet, a necessity to oppor-
tunities and essential services. 

The infrastructure bill invests 
$65 billion in broadband expansion 
so rural Americans aren’t left be-
hind without affordable broadband 
service. 

This tool is essential to modern 
agriculture and gives families ac-
cess to online health care and edu-
cation. Having broadband internet 
on the farm allows farmers to use 
precision ag technologies to reduce 
inputs, protect water quality and 
improve soil health.

I’m grateful to all of our members 
across the country who made their 
voices heard and shared stories 
about why we need to improve our 
nation’s infrastructure. Your efforts 
keep our lawmakers accountable 
to work together and find solutions 
that help all Americans succeed.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will provide one of the largest 
increases in investment in roads, bridges, waterways, ports, transit, airports, 
electrical infrastructure and other projects in the U.S.
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John Deere Dealers
See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Bramlett Implement, Incorp.
Stephenville, TX 

Fish & Still Equipment Co.
Crockett, TX

Henderson, TX

Lufkin, TX

Mashall, TX

Nacogdoches, TX 

King Ranch Ag & Turf
Robstown, TX

Tellus Equipment Solutions
Alice, TX 

Fredericksburg, TX

Harlingen, TX

Pleasanton, TX

Weslaco, TX

United Ag & Turf
Bryan, TX

Western Equipment, L.L.C.
Amarillo, TX

Childress, TX

Dalhart, TX

Dimmit, TX

Dumas, TX

Floydada, TX

Muleshoe, TX

Olton, TX

Pampa, TX

Perryton, TX

Plainview, TX

Spearman, TX

When we set out to build new versions of our revolutionary cotton 

harvesters, we went to the experts – cotton growers like you. 

What we heard was that you need a faster, more cost-efficient 

harvest. So we started with a clean slate and ended up with two  

of the most impressive machines available: the CP770 Cotton  

Picker and CS770 Cotton Stripper. We built a new power plant  

and row units, and redesigned the module building and  

handling system. But the bottom line is the bottom line,  

and these machines deliver serious harvest-time savings.  

So give yourself a pat on the back. You helped us build  

the most advanced cotton harvesters  

in the world. Ones that will help you  

gain ground in your operation.

See what you have to gain

JohnDeere.com/Cotton

It’s your machine. We just built it.

GAIN 
HARVEST-TIME
SAVINGS
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Texas Supreme 
Court to hear high-
speed rail case

The Texas Supreme Court 
granted a motion to rehear a 
Leon County landowner’s lawsuit 
against Texas Central Railroad 
challenging its status as a railroad 
company under Texas law.

In his petition for review, Leon 
County Farm Bureau member 
James Miles argued Texas Cen-
tral is not operating a railroad, 
because it has not taken crucial 
steps toward operation “such as 
laying track or running cars.”

Miles also argued Texas Cen-
tral is not an “interurban electric 
railway” because the 81st Texas 
Legislature, which added a clause 
regarding interurban electric 
railway companies to the State 
of Texas Transportation Code in 
2009, did not intend to include 
large high-speed railways within 
the statutory definition.

The case comes after Texas’ 
13th Court of Appeals reversed a 
lower court ruling stating Texas 
Central was not a railroad.

If Texas Central is not a rail-
road company under state law, it 
cannot access private property 
for surveys or exercise eminent 
domain authority to acquire land 
needed to construct its proposed 
236-mile high-speed rail line con-
necting Dallas to Houston.

After initially declining to re-
view the case, the Texas Supreme 
Court reversed course in October 
when it granted Miles a rehearing.

“Texas Farm Bureau (TFB), 
along with many other agricultur-
al organizations and landowner 
groups, filed  an amicus brief in 
this case earlier this year,” TFB 
Director of Government Affairs 
Regan Beck said. “Apparently, all 
of those amicus briefs were per-
suasive, and the court decided 
later they did want to hear it after 
all. We’ll be interested to see what 
happens in January when the 
court hears oral arguments.”

TFB Communications Division wins national awards

 TFB has grown from a small or-
ganization in 1933 to the largest and 
most influential farm and ranch or-
ganization in the Lone Star State.  

TFB represents Texas farmers, 
ranchers, landowners and rural resi-
dents at local, state and national lev-
els to influence policy decisions and 
help keep the state growing for gen-
erations to come.

Through educational and urban 
outreach efforts, TFB actively works 
to grow a deeper understanding of 
agriculture in classrooms and com-
munities. The organization also sows 

Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB) Com-
munications Division took home 
top honors in several categories of 
the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s national communications 
awards program.

The awards contest was not held 
in 2020 due to the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s 
contest featured 198 submissions 
for work produced in 2019 and 2020, 
with separate awards in each cat-
egory for work primarily related to 
COVID and projects focused on other 
subjects.

“It’s always gratifying to have 
our team’s work recognized in the 
national communications awards 
program. I’m proud of everyone’s ef-
forts,” TFB Communications Direc-

tor Gary Joiner said. “Feedback from 
the program’s judges also helps us fo-
cus on ways to improve our commu-
nications efforts, which is beneficial.”

TFB earned the top award in the 
Best Audio News Story, Feature 
Story or Commentary/Editorial for 
non-COVID coverage with a radio 
program focused on a Texas Senate 
committee eminent domain hearing. 

An educational video produced 
by members and TFB’s video team 
earned Best Educational Video for 
COVID coverage. The video featured 
Clancy Archie, a young Coryell Coun-
ty member, explaining how his fam-
ily’s ranch is an outdoor classroom. 

TFB took home honors in the Best 
Media Relations category for COVID 
coverage. This award was for TFB’s 

virtual statewide media tour with 
TFB President Russell Boening to 
meet the demand for information on 
COVID-19’s impact on agriculture 
and the nation’s food supply. 

TFB also earned the Dave Lane 
Award for Media Relations Excel-
lence for COVID coverage. This 
award is given to only one state Farm 
Bureau each year for media relations 
work. TFB responded to 112 media 
inquiries from national, state and re-
gional outlets. The division’s efforts to 
host virtual media tours and respond 
to media inquiries on the pandemic’s 
impact on agriculture, the food sup-
ply chain and more helped TFB earn 
this award, while also promoting The 
Voice of Texas Agriculture amid a na-
tional pandemic. 

the seeds of TFB’s future, growing 
leadership skills and agricultural ad-
vocacy through youth opportunities 
and leader development activities. 

“This achievement marks 21 
consecutive years of membership 
growth, and we’re very proud of that 
accomplishment,” Boening said. “Our 
mission is to be The Voice of Texas 
Agriculture, and our continued mem-
bership growth shows the value of 
Farm Bureau to agriculture, rural 
communities and everyone connected 
to the production of our food, fiber 
and fuel.”

The foundation of Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) is strong, and it shows as 
the organization once again achieved 
a membership gain, marking 21 
years of continuous growth. 

TFB gained 1,758 members for a 
total of 535,614 member-families. 
Out of 205 organized county Farm 
Bureaus across Texas, 136 counties 
gained members during the year, and 
a statewide retention rate of 88.72% 
was achieved. 

“Our great organization embodies 
the true spirit, resilience and passion 
of the Lone Star State,” TFB President 
Russell Boening said. “Our member-
ship continues to grow because of the 
tireless efforts of everyone in the TFB 
family. Members, county leaders, the 
TFB board of directors, staff and oth-
ers have been living examples of the 
value of membership. We could not 
have achieved our gain without the 
work and loyalty of everyone involved.” 

Achieving membership goals each 
year is a priority for the organization, 
as well as providing member benefits 
and services to help member-families 
save time and money, Boening noted. 

TFB achieves 21 years of membership growth



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
5

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R 3, 2021

ARC, PLC enrollment underway, payments going out to farmers
The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) issued $1.8 billion in 
payments to farmers who enrolled in 
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) pro-
grams for the 2020 crop year. 

These payments provide critical 
support to help mitigate fluctua-
tions in either revenue or prices for 
certain crops, including the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and oth-
er challenges. 

In addition, USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) is encouraging 
farmers to contact their local USDA 
Service Centers to make or change 
elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC 
or PLC, providing future protections 
against market fluctuations. 

The election and enrollment peri-
od opened Oct. 18 and runs through 
March 15, 2022.

2020 payments,
contracts 

ARC and PLC payments for a giv-
en crop year are paid out the follow-
ing fall to allow actual county yields 
and the market year average prices 
to be finalized. 

FSA processed payments to farm-
ers enrolled in 2020 ARC-County 
(ARC-CO), ARC-Individual (ARC-
IC) and PLC for covered commodi-
ties that triggered for the crop year.

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-
CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues 
online database for payment rates 
applicable to the county and each 
covered commodity.

For PLC, payments have trig-
gered for barley, canola, chickpeas 
(large and small), dry peas, flaxseed, 
lentils, peanuts, long grain rice, me-
dium and short grain rice, seed cot-
ton and wheat. 

For ARC-IC, farmers should con-
tact their local FSA office for ad-
ditional information pertaining to 
2020 payment information, which 
relies on producer-specific yields 
for the crop and farm to determine 
benchmark yields and actual year 
yields when calculating revenues.

By the numbers 
More than 1.7 million contracts 

were signed in 2019. In 2020, farm-

ers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or 
PLC contracts, and 251 million out 
of 273 million base acres were en-
rolled in the programs. 

In 2021, signed contracts sur-
passed 1.8 million.

Since ARC and PLC were autho-
rized in the 2014 Farm Bill and re-
authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill, 
these safety-net programs have 
paid out more than $32.5 billion to 
farmers of covered commodities.

2022 elections,
enrollment

Farmers can elect coverage and 
enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are 
both crop-by-crop, or ARC-IC, which 
is for the entire farm. 

Although election changes for 
2022 are optional, farmers must en-
roll through a signed contract each 
year. 

Also, if a farmer has a multi-year 
contract on the farm and makes an 
election change for 2022, it will be 
necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by 
the deadline of March 15, 2022, the 
election remains the same as the 
2021 election for crops on the farm.
Farm owners cannot enroll in either 
program unless they have a share 
interest in the farm.

Covered commodities include bar-
ley, canola, large and small chick-
peas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain 
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, ses-
ame, soybeans, sunflower seed and 
wheat.

Crop insurance 
considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broad-
er safety net provided by USDA, 
which also includes crop insurance 
and marketing assistance loans.

Farmers are reminded that ARC 
and PLC elections and enrollments 
can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products.

Farmers on farms with a PLC 
election have the option of purchas-
ing Supplemental Coverage Option 
(SCO) through their Approved In-
surance Provider. However, farmers 
on farms where ARC is the election 
are ineligible for SCO on their plant-
ed acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Cov-
erage Option (ECO) is unaffected by 
an ARC election. Farmers may add 
ECO regardless of the farm program 
election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose 

to enroll seed cotton base acres in 
ARC or PLC are ineligible for the 
stacked income protection plan 
(STAX) on their planted cotton acres 
for that farm.

Web-based 
decision tools

In partnership with USDA, the 
University of Illinois and Texas 
A&M University offer web-based de-
cision tools to assist farmers in mak-
ing informed, educated decisions 
using crop data specific to their re-
spective farming operations. 

Tools include the ARC and PLC 
Decision Tool available through 
Texas A&M. It helps farmers esti-
mate payments and yield updates 
for 2022. The evaluation tool is 
available at afpc.tamu.edu.

Another tool, Gardner-farmdoc 
Payment Calculator, is available 
through the University of Illinois. It 
helps estimate payments for farms 
and counties for ARC-CO and PLC. 
The calculator can be found online 
at farmdocdaily.illinois.edu.

More information
For more information and re-

sources on ARC and PLC, visit fsa.
usda.gov/programs-and-services or 
contact your local  USDA Service 
Center.

USDA issued ARC and PLC payments to farmers for the 2020 crop year and opened enrollment for 2022. 
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W E E E 
WOR LO D R ,
TH R O O LO .

WHEN YOU MEASURE 
WORKLOAD IN ACREAGE,
THERE’S NO TIME TO LOSE.

THE ONE AND ONLY
BATWING®

Make quick work of the toughest jobs. The Batwing® Rotary 
Cutter’s driveline lift assistance makes hookups fast and easy. 
Rounded corners add increased maneuverability, and gearbox 
seal technology practically eliminates leaks and downtime. 
So, it’s always ready to work. Just like you.



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
7

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R 3, 2021

U.S. food, fuel prices climb higher with inflation
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics (BLS) Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) Summary confirmed what 
many consumers already suspect-
ed—inflation is still going strong as 
we head into the end of 2021.

Over the last 12 months, the all-
items index increased 6.2% before 
seasonal adjustment, according to 
the report. That’s the biggest rise in 
31 years.

Energy, fuel, vehicles and housing 
prices increased significantly over 
the past 12 months, BLS reported.

Along with pain at the fuel pump, 
where gasoline costs have surged 
49.6% year-over-year, consumers are 
feeling the pinch of higher prices in 
their grocery carts.

Meat, poultry, fish and eggs were 
up 2.2% in September, 1.7% in Oc-
tober and 11.9% year-over-year. Beef 
and bacon are up 20% since the same 
time in 2020, BLS said.

It’s getting pricier to dine out, as 
well. The cost of food away from home 
is rising at its fastest clip since the 
early 1980s, according to historical 
CPI data. Inflation in that sector hov-
ers at 5.3%, just below the increase in 
food at home costs.

And thanks to inflation, consum-
ers are effectively earning less. The 
Real Earnings Summary, which BLS 
releases the same day as the CPI 
Summary, shows real average hourly 

earnings for all employees decreased 
0.5% from September to October, 
seasonally adjusted, and 1.2% from 
October 2020 to October 2021.

Although U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) data indicate 
farm-level prices, or the prices farm-
ers and ranchers are paid for their 
commodities, was set to increase in 
November for eggs, soybeans, vege-
tables and wheat, inflation is hitting 
agriculture hard, too.

Higher fertilizer, fuel, seed and 
other input costs have farmers and 
ranchers feeling less than optimistic 
about potential higher crop prices.

“As consumers see higher food 
prices at the grocery store due to 
inflation, Texas farmers and ranch-
ers continue to struggle with mar-

ket prices and extremely high input 
costs,” Texas Farm Bureau National 
Legislative Director Laramie Adams 
said. “While market prices have im-
proved slightly, a number of major 
challenges remain that negatively 
impact farmers and ranchers. We are 
hearing from members who are un-
able to obtain parts for equipment, 
as well as fertilizer and chemicals 
for their crops. When you add infla-
tion to the mix, higher market prices 
do not always correlate to more prof-
it for farm and ranch families. When 
the overall economy is in distress, 
agriculture feels the impacts just like 
everyone else. It is critical for leaders 
to address issues like inflation and 
supply chain issues. This is a matter 
of national security.”

Food and fuel prices continue to climb higher with inflation in 2021.

Re-register cattle brands, marks, tattoos by Feb. 28
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
All Texas cattle brands, marks 

and tattoos must be re-registered by 
Feb. 28, 2022.

All brands are registered through 
the county clerk’s office.

Brand applications and renewals 
require a drawing of the brand that 
notes the location on the animal.

The fee varies by county, but the 
average cost is $26. 

The registration is good for 10 
years and will expire Aug. 30, 2031.

Any previously recorded brands, 

marks and tattoos that have not 
been re-registered by the Feb. 28 
deadline will be considered un-
claimed and eligible for registration 
by another.

Although Texas does not have a 
statewide brand registry database, 
the Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association (TSCRA) keeps 
a centralized database for the asso-
ciation’s law enforcement purposes.

For more information, visit 
tscrabrands.com or call 1-800-242-
7820 to speak with the TSCRA 
Brand and Inspection Department.

Kiser Arena Specialties
13695 S I 35
VALLEY VIEW, TX 76272
Tel.: 940-665-8058

Associated Supply Co Inc
2800 HWY 290 W
BRENHAM, TX 77833
Tel.: 979-836-6641

Associated Supply Co Inc
2900 HENRY S GRACE
WICHITA FALLS, TX 76302
Tel.: 940-687-2726

Associated Supply Co Inc
1875 N EARL RUDDER FWY
BRYAN, TX 77803
Tel.: 979-779-8942

Southwest Ag
1017 AVE A PO BOX 166
FARWELL, TX 79325
Tel.: 806-481-3295

Panhandle Implement
710 N MAIN
PERRYTON, TX 79070-2398
Tel.: 806-435-6508

Panhandle Implement
1235 N DUMAS AVE PO BOX 1206
DUMAS, TX 79029
Tel.: 806-935-4104

Kleiber Tractor
1701 W TRAVIS ST
LA GRANGE, TX 78945-0299
Tel.: 979-968-3187

MASCO
1129 W INDUSTRIAL DRIVE
SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX 75482
Tel.: 903-951-2046

Texarkana Outdoor Power
2002 NEW BOSTON RD
TEXARKANA, TX 75501
Tel.: 903-255-7873

Anderson Tractor
115 CR 305
CARTHAGE, TX 75633
Tel.: 903-693-6628
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Texas Farm Bureau grows grassroots leadership through AgLead 

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Strong agricultural leadership 
can make a difference in the field 
and beyond the fence row, and mem-
bers of Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB) 
new AgLead class will grow their 
leadership skills to help benefit 
Texas agriculture and their com-
munities. 

“AgLead is a program designed 
to cultivate and enhance skills and 
traits needed to be an effective ag-
ricultural leader,” said Roger Hall, 
TFB associate director of Organiza-
tion Division, Leader Development. 
“Through this program, members 
will learn to cultivate opportunities 
and a strong voice for agriculture in 
their various communities, whether 
that’s at schools, local politics, the 
state legislature or city and county 
government.”

The current class of 12 participants 
include: Tim Akers, Grimes County; 
Tryce Berend, Hood-Somervell Coun-
ty; Colton Buckley, Stephens Coun-
ty; Justin Cave, Dawson County; 

Jay Clark, Brown County; Clayton 
Conway, Van Zandt County; Hailey 
Hayes, Calhoun County; Wesley Pa-
ben, Waller County; Jaret Reaves, 
Cooke County; Jarod Root, Denton 
County; Austen White, Wilbarger 
County; and Matthew Wolf, Archer 
County. 

The two-year leadership devel-
opment program takes participants 
across Texas, the country and the 
world to discover agriculture and 
leadership from a new perspective. 

Members will also develop a deep-
er understanding of communication, 
public policy, regulatory activities, 
political advocacy and more, accord-
ing to Hall. 

“AgLead empowers farmers and 
ranchers to continue the proud leg-
acy of Texas agriculture,” Hall said. 
“Through this program, they will 
learn more about the intricacies of 
agribusiness, as well as the political 
and regulatory processes that influ-
ence their businesses at state and 
national levels.”

The group’s first session was held 

Nov. 7-11 in Waco. 
“We spent the week learning 

about leadership, social media, ag-
ricultural advocacy and how Farm 
Bureau works on behalf of farmers, 
ranchers and rural communities,” 
Hall said. “It was a packed week 
full of fun and education that ended 
with them taking home the founda-
tional skills they’ll build on through-
out this program and begin to use 
every day.” 

Members of the 2021-2022 AgLead XV class attended their first training session in Waco at Texas Farm Bureau’s 
Conference and Training Center in November. 

And communicating about agri-
culture is a top priority for leaders.

The group participated in an en-
gagement training that culminated 
with mock interviews to help them 
be better prepared to share their ag-
ricultural story. 

“As we progress through the pro-
gram, their confidence and under-
standing will grow,” Hall said. “They 
will be able to use these skills in any 
future leadership roles and activi-
ties.”

Time is a priority investment for 
the program and a limited commod-
ity for farmers and ranchers. But, 
Hall said, it’s time well spent.

“The trips take time away from 
their families, farms, ranches and 
other businesses. The result, how-
ever, will be worth the investment,” 
Hall said. “They will get to see all 
types of agriculture and agribusi-
nesses, connect with others across the 
country and go places they may never 
had had the chance to go by them-
selves. Farm Bureau is truly offering 
them an opportunity of a lifetime.”

The program’s seven sessions in-
clude stops in Waco, Austin, the West 
Coast, Texas Panhandle, Rio Grande 
Valley, Washington, D.C. and an inter-
national trip.

The next session will be held in the 
Rio Grande Valley in early 2022.

AgLead is an advanced agricultur-
al leadership program for TFB mem-
bers ages 25 and above. To learn more 
about the leadership program, visit 
texasfarmbureau.org/aglead. 

The orientation session included presentations from Texas Farm Bureau 
staff, leader development exercises and agricultural advocacy workshops. 
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Ag literacy 
resource shares 
food, farm facts

Fascinating facts about food 
in America—how and where it is 
grown and who produces it—are at 
your fingertips in a new resource 
produced by the American Farm Bu-
reau Foundation for Agriculture. 

Order the new Food and Farm 
Facts book, map, pocket guide and 
related products in the series at 
fb.org/store.

“With so many Americans inter-
ested in how our food system works, 
Food and Farm Facts is the perfect 
resource at the perfect time,” said 
Foundation Chairman Zippy Duvall, 
who also serves as president of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

The 32-page, full-color book fea-
tures updated facts and easy-to-read 
infographics about U.S. agriculture 
that can be used in a variety of ways 
to help increase agricultural litera-
cy. The book would be a valuable re-
source in the classroom, at fairs and 
events, for student leadership orga-
nizations and when creating social 
media posts, Duvall noted.

The book is organized by section—
Consumers, Modern Farmers, Trade 
& Economics, Environment and Pro-
duction. New in this edition of the 
book is information on how farmers 
are producing more on fewer acres 
and how they sustainably manage 
and preserve soil.

Copies of Food and Farm Facts 
may be purchased for $4.25 each (up 
to 49 copies). Price breaks are avail-
able for multi-copy purchases start-
ing at 50: 50-99 copies, $3.50 each; 
100 or more copies, $2.50 each. Each 
copy of the book includes a color 
“Abundant Agriculture” map poster 
depicting top agricultural products 
produced in every state. A pocket 
guide version of Food and Farm 
Facts (100 copies for $10) that fea-
tures several popular infographics 
from the book is also available.

Additional Food and Farm Facts 
products will be available later this 
year and in early 2022. 

little space
you need a In case

As a local cooperative, we share our profits with the Texans we serve. Since 2006, we’ve 
returned almost $2 billion in combined cash and allocated equities to our members 
through our cooperative returns program. So, when you’re ready to expand or enhance 
your farming operation, try a partnership that really pays. Together we’re better.

NMLS493828  |  877.944.5500  |  capitalfarmcredit.com
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TFB urged House lawmakers to oppose Build Back Better Act

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

The Build Back Better Act pro-
moted by President Joe Biden and 
approved by the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives would be harmful to ag-
riculture and rural America, accord-
ing to Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) and 
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF).

“As TFB and its members have 
watched the partisan reconciliation 
process unfold, proposals in direct 
opposition to our national organiza-
tional policy remain in the legisla-
tion, leading us to oppose the bill. We 
appreciate Congressional leaders on 
both sides of the aisle working with 
us to protect Texas farm and ranch 
families from some harmful tax pro-

posals,” TFB President Russell Boe-
ning said. “However, we worry items 
remaining in the bill, such as meth-
ane taxes on oil and gas, staggering 

ag labor fines and lack of regard for 
the farm safety net, will only hurt 
Texas agriculture.”

Worrisome provisions in the bill 
include $555 billion in “clean energy 
and climate investments.”

Although $90 billion of that fund-
ing is supposed to be earmarked for 
agriculture in the form of conser-
vation program increases and the 
creation of new sustainability pro-
grams, Boening noted the bill does 
not include any funding to enhance 
or protect the existing farm safety 
net.

Farm and ranch families are suf-
fering from unchecked inflation, sky-
rocketing input costs, supply chain 
issues, volatile markets and other 
obstacles that make profitability ex-
tremely uncertain. The absence of 
funding for production agriculture is 
concerning, according to Boening.

And many middle-class Ameri-
cans are wondering who, exactly, 
will be left to foot the bill. Despite 
Democrats backing away from a pro-
posal to eliminate stepped-up basis 
and other changes to inheritance 
taxes, AFBF President Zippy Duvall 
said the totality of increased federal 
spending in this proposal, coupled 
with burdensome tax increases lev-
eled on small businesses and in-
dividuals to pay for it, will stifle 
economic growth and destroy jobs—
particularly among populations who 
can least afford to lose ground.

Ultimately, the result could be the 
consolidation or sale of family farms 

and ranches, he noted.
“The massive amount of spending 

and tax increases required to pay 
for the plan outweigh the gains we 
would see in rural America. Also, the 
manner in which they were crafted 
is concerning,” Duvall said. “The ag-
riculture industry and the commit-
tees of jurisdiction have held to a 
long tradition of bipartisanship that 
we have seen erode over this past 
year.”

Transparent, bipartisan policy 
development is not a hallmark of 
the Build Back Better Act, Duvall 
added.

Discussions about a bill of this 
magnitude should be open and in-
clude input from a variety of stake-
holders, Boening noted.

“As farm and ranch families suffer 
from inflation, supply chain issues, 
volatile markets and other obstacles, 
they cannot afford additional bur-
dens to be placed on them,” he said.

The U.S. House passed the bill on 
Nov. 19. As of press time, the bill was 
sent to the U.S. Senate, where it is 
expected to undergo changes.  

For updates on the Build Back 
Better Act, visit texasfarmbureau.
org or sign up for the Texas Agricul-
ture Daily email. 

You can sign up for the email 
through the MyTFB membership 
portal at my.texasfarmbureau.org. 
Click “Contact Preferences” from 
the lefthand menu, and then select 
Texas Agriculture Daily from the 
list of emails. 

American Farm Bureau pushes for 
stronger trade with global partners

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) joined eight 
other organizations in reaching out 
to U.S. Trade Representative Kath-
erine Tai to call for needed reforms.

“The U.S. and global economy, 
and the livelihoods of workers 
around the world, depend on an 
effective WTO,” the groups said 
in a letter to Ambassador Tai. “A 
level multilateral playing field 
helps American manufacturers, 
services suppliers, innovators and 
farmers—large and small—by en-
abling workers and communities 
to compete more fairly in markets 
around the globe.”

AFBF supports advancing a 
comprehensive WTO reform agen-
da that tackles dispute settlement, 
special and differential treat-
ment, distortive subsidies and 
state-owned enterprises. Reforms 
should also cover improved sub-
sidy notifications, enhance trans-
parency and help harness trade to 
improve sustainability.

“The administration can best 
support the international rules-
based system and the WTO by 

making concrete proposals and 
partnering with allies who share 
market-based trade liberalization, 
modernization and reform prin-
ciples. Moreover, scheduling more 
frequent Trade Ministers meetings 
could help overcome impasses, sup-
port reforms and foster progress.”

AFBF and other agricultural 
groups also sent a letter to Tai and 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
outlining recommendatoins to ad-
vance a more comprehensive trade 
strategy with China. 

“We support the administration’s 
initial China trade policy priorities, 
including enforcing China’s exist-
ing commitments in the U.S.-China 
Economic and Trade Agreement 
(‘Phase One’), working to address 
long-standing structural concerns, 
and partnering with our allies to 
address non-market economy and 
other practices that adversely im-
pact American businesses, farmers 
and workers,” the letter said. “Con-
crete steps advancing this agenda 
would restore greater certainty in 
both bilateral and global trade and 
economic affairs.”
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Texas Beef 
Council hosted 
event for chefs

Beef Loving Chefs, a program of 
the Texas Beef Council (TBC), host-
ed the inaugural Beef Loving Chefs 
Summit at the Culinary Institute of 
America earlier this year. 

During the two-day event in San 
Antonio, 40 chefs from across Texas 
learned about the beef lifecycle from 
pasture to plate from speakers who 
shared their valuable beef industry 
knowledge.

“The goal of the summit was to 
bring Texas chefs from different sec-
tors of the foodservice industry to-
gether and take a deep dive into the 
beef production process,” said Chef 
Robert Hale, manager of culinary 
and foodservice for TBC. “These 
chefs were able to hear from industry 
experts and share their own unique 
experiences, as well. When they left 
the summit, we wanted them to feel 
good about choosing beef and includ-
ing it in more of their dishes, which 
has the potential to put beef on more 
consumers’ plates.”

Attendees included healthcare 
chefs, broadline center-of-the-plate 
specialists, high school and post-sec-
ondary chef instructors, independent 
restaurant chefs, college foodservice 
chefs and hotel executive chefs. 

Each of these specialists are 
largely tasked with educating their 
culinary staff or students about beef, 
while also developing menus and 
finding new ways to prepare beef 
that increase demand for the protein 
at their establishments.

To learn more about Beef Loving 
Chefs, visit BeefLovingTexans.com.

AT LG SEEDS, WE OFFER FARMERS THE SEED 
AND TRAIT CHOICES THEY NEED, WITHOUT 
ALL THE DISTRACTIONS THEY DON’T.

Our unique portfolio, backed by a solid agronomic team delivers 
consistent performance, harvest after harvest. You choose what 
works best for your operation and our team stands ready to help 
ensure a positive return on your investment. 

Visit LGSeeds.com

The LG Seeds Design is a registered trademark of AgReliant Genetics, LLC.
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By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Building relationships, strength-
ening connections and growing ag-
ricultural awareness in the commu-
nity are just some of the results from 
activities held each year by county 
Farm Bureaus. 

Despite the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, county Farm Bureaus 
hosted activities that successfully 

promoted agriculture, Farm Bureau 
and encouraged involvement from 
young members and local commu-
nity leaders. 

This year, Anderson, Polk and 
San Patricio County Farm Bureaus 
were recognized by Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) for outreach efforts in 
the state County Activities of Excel-
lence (CAE) award program. 

“County Farm Bureaus plan and 

execute outreach projects, collabo-
rate with other organizations and 
agencies and participate in com-
munity activities each year. We’re 
proud of the work our county lead-
ers do in their communities to grow 
an understanding of agriculture and 
increase awareness of what Farm 
Bureau does for agriculture on the 
local, state and national levels,” TFB 
President Russell Boening said. 

“Through the CAE program, we aim 
to recognize and share successful 
county Farm Bureau programs and 
activities—like the work of these 
three counties—to help generate 
even more grassroots activity.”

The action-oriented programs de-
veloped by county Farm Bureaus are 
a major part of the overall success 
of the state and national organiza-
tions. 

County Farm Bureaus execute successful community outreach 

Inspiring and involving the next 
generation of agricultural leaders is 
one of Anderson County Farm Bu-
reau’s goals. 

To help achieve that goal, the 
county organization created an in-
ternship opportunity for a high 
school student to serve as a youth 
ambassador for the county board of 
directors. 

A subcommittee developed ob-
jectives and prerequisites for the 
internship. Requirements to be the 
youth ambassador included previ-
ously attending TFB’s Youth Lead-
ership Conference or Student Suc-
cess Series and participating in the 
Free Enterprise Speech Contest. 

“Youth are our future of Anderson 
County, of Texas and of Farm Bu-
reau. We wanted a way to get more 
young people involved with us at the 
local level, and we thought this in-
ternship program would be a great 
place to start,” Anderson County 
Farm Bureau President Ted Brit-

ton said. “Involving them in what 
we do as a board of directors, as a 
county organization and as commu-
nity leaders helps them better un-
derstand the impact they can have 
when they step into leadership roles 
like this.”

Involving students also teaches 
them more about Farm Bureau’s 
mission to promote agriculture and 
about production agriculture in the 
area, Britton said. 

“Through programming efforts, 
planning meetings, policy discussions 
and attending monthly meetings, our 
youth ambassador saw firsthand ex-
actly how Texas Farm Bureau and 
Anderson County Farm Bureau rep-
resent Texas agriculture,” Britton 
said. “This internship program also 
exposes youth to farmers and ranch-
ers in the area, so they can learn 
more about production agriculture.”

The youth ambassador attended 
events, serving as a photographer 
and documenting activities Anderson 

County Farm Bureau was involved in 
throughout the year. The youth am-
bassador also gave presentations and 
assisted with other county activities.

As part of the internship program, 
the youth ambassador delivered 
monthly reports, served as an ac-
tive member of the county’s Young 

Farmer & Rancher Committee and 
attended district, state and national 
meetings. 

At the end of the internship, the 
youth ambassador presented a re-
port to the board highlighting expe-
riences and the knowledge gained 
about agriculture and Farm Bureau.

Anderson County Farm Bureau

Anderson County Farm Bureau created a youth ambassador position to help 
inspire and involve the next generation of agricultural leaders in the local 
area. Courtesy photo.  

The CAE awards recognize unique, 
volunteer-driven programming at the 
local level. 

The CAE program categorizes 
county activities into the following 
areas: education and ag promotion, 
member services, public relations 
and information, leadership devel-
opment and policy implementation.

This marks the eighth year of a 
statewide CAE program to highlight 

county activities and outreach ef-
forts. 

Eleven county Farm Bureaus 
submitted entries, and judging was 
conducted by other state Farm Bu-
reaus.

For more information about the 
CAE awards and participation, con-
tact Charles Benton, TFB director of 
Field Operations, at cbenton@txfb.
org or 254-751-2282.

CAE Program Summary
Texas Farm Bureau

2021 County Activities 
of Excellence

AWARD PROGRAM
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Polk County Farm Bureau hosted 
a Growers’ Breakfast each month. 
The educational event targeted com-
munity members who have an inter-
est in agriculture. 

“It’s a mixture of formal education 
and a social hour for these growers 
to get together and discuss a variety 
of topics,” said Matthew March, who 
serves as the commodity chair for 
Beef and Forage/Hay for Polk Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. 

As Polk County continues to grow 
more urban, Farm Bureau leaders 
wanted to find a way to engage those 
new residents, provide educational 
information and empower them to 
be successful in small-scale agricul-
ture. 

They partnered with the Polk 
County AgriLife Extension Service 
to provide the educational events 
and identify knowledgeable speak-
ers. Two Polk County Farm Bureau 
board members were appointed to 
chair, plan and execute the monthly 

events. 
The breakfast events allowed lo-

cal farmers and gardeners to have 
opportunities to compare results 
and growing tips and techniques 
with each other. 

“We wanted to reach out to a 
group that has been underserved in 
our area, and these breakfast meet-
ings were a way to do that,” March 
said. 

This program created an opportu-
nity for Polk County Farm Bureau to 
have a relationship with the grow-
ers and offer education and support 
for their agricultural efforts. 

“We were able to connect them to 
Polk County Farm Bureau and to the 
AgriLife Extension office, as well as 
connect them with other area grow-
ers,” said March, who is also a Polk 
County AgriLife Extension agent. 

Some event topics have included 
small gardens, pest and weed con-
trol, egg production, orchards and 
specific varieties of vegetables to 

grow for success.
The Growers’ Breakfast were 

advertised at local farm and ranch 
stores, in the local newspaper, on the 
Polk County Farm Bureau Facebook 
page and through word of mouth 
from board members and past par-
ticipants. 

They were a plate full of conversa-
tions, relationships and outreach—
the ingredients to cultivate a future 
with a better understanding of food 
and agriculture. 

Polk County Farm Bureau plans 
to continue hosting the Growers’ 
Breakfasts. 

Polk County Farm Bureau

Polk County Farm Bureau hosted a Growers’ Breakfast each month. The 
educational event targeted community members who have an interest in 
agriculture. Courtesy photo.

In recent years, used tire disposal 
costs have increased significantly. 
To add to that, San Patricio County 
doesn’t accept used tires in pickup 
services or provide drop off points in 
the precinct or city yards. That led to 
more tires being dumped illegally or 
left in piles on private property.

So, San Patricio County Farm Bu-
reau collaborated with the County 
Commissioners Court to host a Used 
Tire Drive—a much-needed service 
for citizens across the county. 

This was the first-of-its-kind 
landmark partnership for the two 
entities. 

“We saw a problem of used tires be-
ing discarded on our rural roadsides, 
drainage ditches and vacant proper-
ties. Plus, farmers and ranchers also 
had tires and only limited proper 
disposal options,” Collin Chopelas, 
San Patricio County Farm Bureau 
president, said. “Our used tire event 
provided a service to farmers, ranch-
ers, landowners, the county and all 

residents of our communities.”
A San Patricio County Farm Bu-

reau subcommittee identified the 
needs, developed a plan and sought 
volunteers to help with the event. 
They contacted a local recycling fa-
cility and discussed splitting the 
costs with the county. 

San Patricio County Farm Bureau 
provided three trailer trucks, and 
the County Commissioners Court 
provided the equipment and opera-
tors to load the tires. 

“Our county Farm Bureau lead-
ers identified a problem and worked 
with city and county leaders to find 
a workable solution,” Chopelas said. 
“It was really successful. Working 
together, we were able to efficiently 
handle a large number of used tires 
in a very short period of time.” 

The groups collected over 200 
large tractor tires and over 1,300 car 
and truck tires. 

It is now scheduled as an annual 
fall event. 

“It’s a beneficial event for every-
one involved, and many community 
leaders and officials were quick 
to recognize that,” Chopelas said. 
“Used tires can stack up around the 
farm, and oftentimes, people use ru-
ral roads to dump their car and truck 
tires. This event is hopefully encour-

aging people in our communities to 
keep our right of ways cleaner.”

When the tires were removed, 
Chopelas noted other debris was 
easier to clean up along the road, 
on private property and on farms, 
which helped improve the appear-
ance of the rural areas. 

San Patricio County Farm Bureau

San Patricio County Farm Bureau hosted a Used Tire Drive to remove a large 
number of tires in an efficient and cost-effective way for farmers, county 
residents and county officials. Courtesy photo.
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Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

We are proud to offer exclusive 
savings to Farm Bureau®

members and be the official 
truck of the Farm Bureau’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers.

ON ELIGIBLE NEW MAVERICK, RANGER, F-150 OR SUPER DUTY ®

FORD  SUPER DUTY® FORD  F-150 FORD  RANGER ® FORD  MAVERICK

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus 
Cash on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2020/2021/2022 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is 
not available on F-150 Lightning, F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction 
with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. 
Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized 
Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications 
and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.
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Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

ALICE
HACIENDA FORD OF ALICE

361-664-9541
www.haciendafordalice.com

AMARILLO
GENE MESSER FORD OF 

AMARILLO
806-355-7471

www.messerfordamarillo.com

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD

806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON
LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC. 

ANSON
325-823-3211

www.lawrencehallford.com

BIG SPRING
BIG SPRING FORD, INC.

432-267-7424
www.bigspringford.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP

888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD

855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE
BAYER FORD
877-356-2707

www.bayerautogroup.com

DALHART
XIT FORD

806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DENISON
BLAKE UTTER FORD

903-465-5671
www.blakeutterford.net

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.

830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.

800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS

806-935-4163
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EASTLAND
STANLEY FORD  EASTLAND

888-486-9896
www.stanleyautogroup.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD

888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA

940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

GRANBURY
SHOTTENKIRK FORD OF 

GRANBURY
817-279-5900

www.mikebrownford.net/

HOUSTON
AUTONATION FORD GULF 

FREEWAY
713-371-4000

www.autonationfordgulffreeway.com

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.

281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR

512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

KAUFMAN
PAUL MURREY FORD, INC.

972-962-2151
www.paulmurreyford.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD

800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MCKINNEY
BOB TOMES FORD

214-544-5001
www.bobtomesford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN

432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971

www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.

325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD

210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SCHULENBURG
CHUCK BROWN FORD

979-743-4111
www.chuckbrownford.com

SNYDER
WILSON MOTORS

800-545-5019
www.wilsonmotorstx.com

SWEETWATER
STANLEY FORD SWEETWATER

325-236-6355
www.stanleyautogroup.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD

254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.

254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN

940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD

888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com

WINNSBORO
TEXAS COUNTRY FORD

903-342-3700
www.texascountryford.com
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Old Time Christmas Tree Farm grows holiday cheer every year
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Texas may be far from the North 

Pole, but at Old Time Christmas 
Tree Farm in Harris County, the hol-
iday season rings merry and bright. 

And at its roots, the Christmas 
tree farm is a family affair. 

The Prause family grows holiday 
cheer each year on their farm by 
providing families an opportunity to 
choose-and-cut their own Christmas 
tree. 

Some come from near and others 
from afar, but they leave with smil-
ing faces, a tree and priceless memo-
ries. Because the Prauses are in the 
business of bringing people Christ-
mas joy. 

The Prause family
Damian and Leia Prause have 

been growing Christmas trees for 
nearly 30 years. Their children, Erin 
and Michael, now help with the fam-
ily business. 

The farm is located outside of 
Houston in Klein, and it was the 
best place to grow up, if you ask Erin 
and Michael. 

“It was really nice being out here 

At Old Time Christmas Tree Farm, the Prause family brings Christmas joy 
to families who visit their farm each year. Pictured left to right are Holden 
DiLalla (Erin’s fiance), Erin Prause, Leia Prause, Damian Prause and Michael 
Prause. 

and being able to run free and play 
when we were little kids,” Erin said. 

Michael helps Damian manage 
the farm. Together, they handle 
planting and trimming trees, ir-
rigating, mowing and more. Erin 
helps with the business and admin-
istrative tasks—hiring and training 
employees, paperwork, social media, 
marketing and other tasks.

Christmas tree beginnings
As a young farmer, Damian raised 

cattle and grew hay and row crops 
on mostly leased land. But as more 
people moved to Harris County, the 
area changed.

The once wide-open spaces are 
now covered in concrete. Roads, 
homes, shopping centers and busi-
nesses cover the land where cattle 
used to graze. Urban sprawl swal-
lowed up the area’s farm and ranch 
land, leaving Damian with few op-
tions but to adapt. 

And he did. 
“I could see that traditional farm-

ing and agriculture in our area was 
going away,” Damian said. 

The idea of growing Christmas 
trees took root in 1991, and they 

planted their first trees in 1993. 
They began selling them in 1996. 

Although he misses traditional 
farming, he continues to grow hay 
and raise some cattle. 

But growing Christmas trees has 
its benefits. 

“I’ve never had a Christmas tree 
get out on us. I’ve never had the 
sheriff call me in the middle of the 
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Erin Prause helps measure a tree and records the height on 
a tag that follows the tree through the check out process.

night because the Christmas trees 
were on the road,” Damian said with 
a laugh. 

How to grow 
Christmas trees

At Old Time Christmas Tree 
Farm, the Prauses grow Virginia 
Pine and Leyland Cypress. 

“The pines are a little slower 
growing, but you can get an 8-foot 
tree, maybe, in four years,” Damian 
said. “The Cypress trees, maybe in 
three years, you can get an 8-foot 
tree.”

They use overhead irrigation, and 
can irrigate about seven acres a day, 
which means it takes roughly a week 
to irrigate the entire farm. 

They buy seedlings to re-plant 
trees each year. 

“They’ll grow for about a year be-
fore we begin to even do anything 
to them,” Damian said. “Then, we’ll 
put handles on them, and basically 

that is cutting the lower limbs off so 
there’s enough trunk to put in a tree 
stand.”

After they reach about 4 feet tall, 
they begin to shape them like a 
Christmas tree. 

“It’s pretty simple. You just cut off 
everything that doesn’t look like a 
Christmas tree,” Damian said. 

Michael helps with that process, 
which takes place twice a year. Each 
trimming takes about six weeks to 
complete all the trees on the farm. 

“You’d be surprised by how many 
people think the trees grow just like 
this without any work,” Michael 
said. “We trim them to help shape 
them and add thickness to them. If 
you don’t trim them, they’ll just be a 
big, giant circle, and we don’t want it 
to look like that.”

But in Texas, the climate makes it 
tough to grow other varieties. That’s 
why Old Time Christmas Tree Farm 

brings in Black Hills Spruce trees 
and Frazier Firs from North Caro-
lina and Michigan. They are sold as 
pre-cut trees. 

“We can’t grow them here. We have 
a hot, tropical climate, and they’re 
in an environment where they need 
cooler weather, cooler nights, lower 
humidity,” Damian said. “We offer 
them as pre-cut, because if we don’t 
sell them one, somebody else will.”

Choose-and-cut trees
As a choose-and-cut farm, cus-

tomers do exactly that—choose a 
tree and cut it down. 

The process is simple. They meet 
a greeter who helps them get start-
ed. They pick up a saw and mea-
suring stick, and then hop on a hay 
wagon for a ride out to the field. 
They’re dropped off in the trees 
where they’re left to wander, exam-
ine, smell and measure as many 
trees as they’d like. 

“They can take their time choos-
ing and cutting their perfect tree, 
and then the tractor driver picks 
them and their tree back up and 
brings them back to the front,” Erin 
said. “Then, we have processing sta-
tions to help get the trees processed 
as efficiently as possible.”

That includes taking a final mea-
surement, and then the employees 
shake the trees. 

“There’s a station where we shake 
the trees to remove any of the loose 
material in the trees—some loose 
leaves and needles and whatever 
may be in there,” Damian said. 

Then, the tree goes to the baler to 
be wrapped for easier transport. 

They have about 40,000 trees on 
the farm in various sizes from seed-
lings to the mature trees at 9, 10 and 
11 feet tall.

(continued on page 18)

After the tree is measured, it goes to the shaker to remove 
the loose needles and debris.

Then, it’s baled to make it easier for 
customers to transport. 
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A young boy is all smiles as he 
helps haul the tree they cut down. 

Families like the Hudsons go in search of the perfect 
Christmas tree for their home.

The Miller family poses with their tree. Choosing and cutting 
a tree has been a family tradition for them for nine years. 

Damian Prause (left) and his son, Michael (right), inspect the trees. At Old 
Time Christmas Tree Farm, they grow Virginia Pine and Leyland Cypress trees 
for families to choose and cut. They also offer Fraiser Fir and Black Hills 
Spruce trees that are pre-cut and shipped in from other locations.

(continued from page 17)

Due to crowds and a growing de-
mand, they now open the weekend 
before Thanksgiving. 

“We try to sell about 20% a year,” 
Damian said. “So, we’ll retain 80%, 
re-plant and then the next year do 
that again.”

Family traditions
Old Time Christmas Tree Farm is 

part of many Texans’ holiday tradi-
tions. 

“The best thing about it is that 
even in hard times with the econo-
my, people still come, and they’ll get 
a tree,” Damian said. “That tree is 
the center of their holiday season. 
And really that’s probably the best 
thing about growing these trees is 
that we can be part of that—through 
good times and through bad times.”

How to care 
for your trees

“When you cut your tree and you 
get it home, the first thing you want 
to do is cut a little piece off the bot-
tom. Even though you just got it cut 
and you’re taking it home, that tree 
will try to sap up and seal that up to 
try and not lose moisture,” Damian 

said. “So, get a fresh cut on there, get 
it in the stand and get some water 
in it.”

He encourages customers not to 
put the tree in a window that has 
full sun and to keep it away from 
heating and cooling sources, because 
they tend to dry out the tree quicker. 

“Water is very, very important,” 
he said. “No sugar, no Sprite, no 
anything like that. Just pure water. 
These fresh trees, the ones you cut, 
drink a tremendous amount of water.”

Damian recommends to water 
them twice a day, and even more of-
ten than that in the beginning if you 
notice the tree drinking more water.  
It is important, he said, not to let the 
tree get dry. 

The farm’s future 
As Houston encroaches upon the 

farm more each year, the Prause 
family remains dedicated to staying 
in the business of Christmas cheer 
and agriculture. 

“My brother and I would like to 
take over the farm from my parents 
one day,” Erin said. “It’s something 
that we both just really love to do, 
and we’d like to keep the tradition 
alive.” 
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Print your certificate today!† Visit

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE*

on all new Farmall® series tractors

PLUS

• Farmall compact A series
• Farmall compact C series
• Farmall utility A series
• Farmall utility C series
• Farmall utility U series
• Farmall 100A series
• Farmall N series
• Farmall V series

$200
FARM BUREAU 
DISCOUNT**

* For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility 
requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through December 31, 2021. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC standard 
terms and conditions will apply. This transaction will be unconditionally interest free. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

** Offer available through December 31, 2021. Available on new Case IH Farmall tractors. This offer may be combined with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau® 

Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained at fbverify.com/case. See your participating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Offer 
subject to change or cancellation without notice. FARM BUREAU, the letters FB, the FB National Logo, and the State Farm Bureau Logo are service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation 
used under license by Case IH.

 † A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.

©2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries,  
owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

http://www.texasfarmbureau.org/

Eligible Farm Bureau members receive a 
cash discount - from $300 to $500

- when purchasing qualifying Case IH 
equipment from participating dealerships.

ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY 

CENTER
800-588-7100

www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
800-514-9381

www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

830-584-1576
www.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY

800-880-8722
www.tuttlemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY 

CENTER
956-689-2137

www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ.CO. INC

361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT

888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.

903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Dealer Imprint Area

VISIT US TODAY.  

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND  

THE RIGHT MODEL FOR 

YOUR OPERATION.
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redesigned by industry experts based on input from farmers like you. They’re efficient enough to handle smaller
tasks. Powerful enough to take on bigger jobs. And they’ve undergone 65,000 hours of rigorous endurance
testing to prove they’re ready to stand up to the most extreme conditions.
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DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY

956-464-3162

GRANBURY
THREE RIVERS EQUIPMENT

817-736-1165
threeriversequipment.com

HONDO
LONE STAR KAWASAKI & AG 

EQUIPMENT
830-426-3701

lonestarkawasaki.com

KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES

903-270-0877
prequipmentsales.com

LUFKIN
JARVIS FARM EQUIPMENT

936-639-3276
jarvisfarming.com

TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY
800-880-8722

tuttlemotor.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. CO, INC.

361-573-2497
victoriafarmeq.com

www.masseyferguson.us

DONNA
SEIVER IMPLEMENT COMPANY
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KERENS
PR EQUIPMENT SALES
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prequipmentsales.com
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JARVIS FARM EQUIPMENT

936-639-3276
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VICTORIA
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Covering the basics: Hamilton CFB hosts cover crops workshop
By Jennifer Whitlock

Field Editor
Cover crops have many benefits, 

but it takes some planning and pa-
tience for farmers and ranchers to 
see the impacts on the soil.  

To help area farmers and ranch-
ers get a better understanding of 
those benefits and how to get start-
ed, Hamilton County Farm Bureau 
(CFB), along with assistance from 
Mills CFB, hosted a cover crops field 
day at the ranch of Alan McAnelly, 
Hamilton CFB vice president. 

“Basically, the purpose of this 
event was to show if the farmer or 
rancher wants to consume the en-
ergy and the soil, the best way to do 
that would be with a cover crop in-
stead of leaving it barren during the 
winter,” Hamilton CFB President 
Bennie Hromadka said. “Cost-effec-
tiveness was the biggest part of this 
program, just showing that it doesn’t 
take a rich farmer or a rancher to 
start off with some cover crops.”

Since seeing is believing, Hro-
madka said McAnelly’s place was 
the perfect venue. McAnelly, who 

has used cover crops for many years, 
planted a fall mix this year that in-
cludes mustard seed, clover, flax, 
radishes, turnips, oats, wheat and 
seasonal grasses. 

Hamilton CFB invited Josh Bau-
man and Trent Manley, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) district conservationists, 
and Rafael Aldrich, range manage-
ment specialist, to speak to nearly 
30 farmers and ranchers about the 
advantages of incorporating cover 
crops into their rotations. 

The seed mix McAnelly planted 
helps put nutrients back in the soil 
through nitrogen fixation, according 
to Aldrich and Manley. 

The conservationists pulled vari-
ous plants from the ground to show 
attendees how the roots were break-
ing up hard soil and creating path-
ways for moisture to go deeper into 
the ground. 

Another benefit is that the plant 
matter breaks down over time, add-
ing even more nutrients back into 
the soil.

In addition to soil enrichment, cov-
er crops provide ground cover. They 
crowd out weeds and keep topsoil 
from drying out and blowing away. 

Encouraging more young farmers 
and ranchers to plant cover crops by 
showing them a successful example 
in their area was a goal of Hamil-
ton CFB when deciding to host the 
event, Hromadka noted. 

“Our purpose here is to promote 
agriculture, and the best way to pro-
mote that is to help some of these 
young farmers and ranchers get 
more involved and help them be 
successful,” he said. “The other rea-
son we chose this topic was because 

we’ve been looking at prices and 
where our industry is going. Fertil-
izers have jumped in the last three 
months. We don’t know what the 
future holds, but we can start doing 
things today to help alleviate some 
of those costs.”

Helping the next generation be 
successful will keep Texas agricul-
ture thriving well into the future, 
and some of the older folks might 
learn a few new tricks, as well, Hro-
madka said. 

For more information on cover 
crops, plant guides and decision sup-
port tools, visit NRCS’s website at 
nrcs.usda.gov.

Hamilton County Farm Bureau hosted a cover crops field day last month with 
Mills County Farm Bureau. About 30 farmers and ranchers learned more 
about the benefits of cover crops. Courtesy photo. 
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Post your FREE Classified 
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

TFB submits comments on labels of cell-cultured products
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
The state’s largest general farm 

and ranch organization is requesting 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) establish accurate 
labeling requirements of meat and 
poultry products made using cul-
tured cells derived from animals. 

Last month, Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) submitted official comments 
that outline the need for clear labels 
for cell-based products. 

“Consumers deserve the highest 
food safety standards when it comes 
to the products they put on their ta-
ble,” the organization wrote. “Texas 
Farm Bureau has a natural interest 
in the long-term success and viabil-
ity of all farmers and ranchers in the 
meat and poultry business across the 
state. However, we want to be clear 
that our comments do not represent 
an attempt to prevent new technolo-
gies from entering the marketplace. 

We trust and expect that USDA’s 
FSIS will fulfill their intended roles, 
which is to protect consumers with 
truthful labeling and ensure that 
the safety of this country’s food sup-
ply is of the highest caliber in the 
world.”

TFB policy states that only live-
stock, poultry, fish and wildlife that 
are born, raised and harvested for 
food should be considered as meat 
products. The products created 
through processing those animals 
and considered to be food should be 
the only products allowed to use tra-
ditional meat labels.

The organization wants labeling 
to inform consumers on the differ-
ences between meat raised tradi-
tionally and those alternatives de-
rived from cell cultures. 

“Texas Farm Bureau policy states 
that all packaged meat substitutes be 
labeled ‘not a meat product.’ Utilizing 
this statement on label packages will 
provide enhanced clarity to consum-

ers as they make their purchasing 
decisions,” the organization said. 

TFB also stressed that allowing 
common use meat terminology, such 
as pork loin, would be inaccurate 
and misrepresent the food product, 
adding unnecessary confusion in the 
marketplace. 

“Texas Farm Bureau policy states 
that only 100% live animal produced 
protein can be labeled and marketed 
as a meat product. Therefore, any 
combination of cultured animal cells 
and slaughtered meat should not 
be identified with traditional meat 
label terminology or language that 
may cause consumer confusion with 
a product derived completely from 
a slaughtered animal,” the organi-
zation wrote. “This is a simple and 
extremely effective way to commu-
nicate that the product is not the 
result of the traditional process of 
slaughter and further processing of 
animal protein.” 

Farmers, ranchers and consum-

ers have benefited from the strict 
rules that govern traditional animal 
slaughter and food processing for 
decades. Any food protein produced 
through synthetic processes would 
require additional oversight due to 
the novel production system, the or-
ganization wrote. 

“The production of cellular based 
products involves the use of numer-
ous processes and ingredients not 
common to food production,” the or-
ganization said. “It is reasonable to 
consider listing the ingredients and 
processes used in cell-cultured meat 
development on the consumer prod-
uct label.”

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration also submitted comments.

The comment period closed Dec. 2. 
Other than new labeling regula-

tions concerning this product, FSIS 
does not intend to issue any other 
new food safety regulations for the 
cell-cultured food products under its 
jurisdiction.
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Texas Farm Bureau members have access 
to savings on great gift ideas - gate signage, 

tools, computers, clothing, and more. 

texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits
DISCOVER YOUR MEMBER BENEFITS!

HOLIDAY SAVINGS!
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Supply chain issues continue to disrupt agriculture in the U.S.

By Jennifer Whitlock
Field Editor

As the holiday season hits a high 
note, supply chain issues remain 
front and center in Americans’ minds. 
Imports of consumer goods have gar-
nered the most attention, with fears 
over whether the trendiest gift items 
will be available on time.  

But long after people turn from 
Christmas cheer to New Year’s reso-
lutions, the ramifications of the sup-
ply chain crisis will still be affecting 
U.S. farmers and ranchers.

American agriculture is impacted 
by supply chain disruptions in both 
imports and exports. While closely 
intertwined, each aspect uniquely 
affects farmers and ranchers. 

Exports
Exports are a key component of 

the profitability of American farms 
and ranches. About 25% of all U.S. 
farm products are exported each 
year, according to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF).   

And relationships and reliabil-
ity are key drivers in export sales, 
which accounted for slightly more 
than 10% of the U.S. gross domestic 
product last year. 

Cancelled vessel bookings, ship-
ping container shortages, bottlenecks 
of cargo ships at U.S. ports and other 
ocean shipping problems have ag-
riculture feeling the brunt of ocean 
freight infrastructure shortfalls. 

A survey by the agricultural ex-
port group, Agriculture Transport 
Coalition (AgTC), noted 22% of U.S. 
agricultural exports could not be 

completed due to high ocean carrier 
rates, freighters declining to carry 
export cargo, unreasonable demur-
rage and detention charges and oth-
er unfair trade practices.

“The transportation crisis for 
U.S. agriculture and forest products 
is becoming increasingly dire each 
month. There is nothing we produce 
in agriculture and forest products in 
this country that cannot be sourced 
in some other country. If we cannot 
deliver, affordably and dependably, 
our foreign customers will find alter-
natives to our exports,” AgTC and 95 
other agricultural groups, including 
AFBF, wrote in a letter to U.S. Reps. 
John Garamendi and Dusty Johnson 
in support of the legislators’ Ocean 
Shipping Reform Act of 2021. 

Moving the goods over land is 
another sticking point in the agri-
cultural export supply chain. Labor 
shortages in the trucking and rail in-
dustries coupled with high demand 
create a tight surface transportation 
market and increased shipping costs 
across the spectrum. 

On top of the labor issues, there 
aren’t enough shipping containers or 
container chassis, the wheeled metal 
frames which support the containers 
during surface transport.  

Add in crumbling American infra-
structure and the situation becomes 
a recipe for disaster for farmers and 
ranchers trying to move products. 

But alongside other legislative ef-
forts to modernize and streamline 
ocean shipping, AFBF President 
Zippy Duvall noted the Infrastruc-

ture Investment and Jobs Act will 
help alleviate some of these issues. 

“Farmers and ranchers depend 
on millions of miles of roadways and 
waterways to get their products to 
America’s dinner tables, and they 
rely on ports to ship food, fiber and 
fuel to countries around the world. 
Improvements in transportation in-
frastructure, as well as repair and 
upgrades to the aging western water 
infrastructure, will ensure farmers 
can continue to keep this nation fed,” 
Duvall said. 

Imports
While export issues add challenges 

in getting goods from farm to port, 
thanks to import supply chain mat-
ters, farmers and ranchers are facing 
an equally daunting task getting farm 
inputs from overseas to the farm. 

The same bottlenecks at shipping 
terminals, surface transportation is-
sues and labor shortages plague ag-
ricultural importers, too. 

Now, crop protectants, fertilizers, 
tires and parts for farm equipment, 
computer chips for tractors and 
more are all in short supply. 

Fertilizer costs have increased to 
unprecedented highs. The average 
retail price of anhydrous ammonia 
was at more than $1,000 per ton in 
November, compared to just under 
$500 per ton last year, Texas Farm 

Bureau (TFB) Associate Director of 
Commodity and Regulatory Activi-
ties Brant Wilbourn noted. 

“Countervailing duty investiga-
tions into some of the major sup-
pliers of raw phosphate and urea 
ammonium nitrate led to tariffs on 
those fertilizer components, which 
trickles down in the form of higher 
on-farm fertilizer prices,” he said. 

On top of the tariffs, many coun-
tries from which the U.S. sources 
fertilizer and other farm inputs are 
facing energy crises as they ramp up 
production after COVID-19. 

“As a result, in the upcoming 
growing season, farmers are look-
ing at spending about 36% of their 
operating costs on fertilizer alone,” 
Wilbourn said. “That’s a big chunk of 
a farm budget, and they’re also look-
ing at increased input costs across 
the board. So, they’re understand-
ably concerned about profitability.”

Electronic components like com-
puter chips for tractors and other 
farm equipment, as well as new 
parts to repair equipment, are also 
difficult to find. 

“The longer we let this play out 
and the longer we continue allow-
ing these challenges to multiply, the 
closer we inch to facing a national 
security issue and food supply cri-
sis,” Wilbourn said. 

Bottlenecks at some of the busiest U.S. ports drastically delay agricultural 
commodity exports.

Texas farmers, ranchers and agricultural businesses have been hit with cost 
increases for pesticides, fertilizer and other supplies as global supply chains 
sputter in the wake of the pandemic.
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TFB Resolutions Committees discusses issues facing agriculture
By Julie Tomascik

Editor
Livestock, private property rights 

and foreign ownership of agricul-
tural land were among the topics 
of proposed policy resolutions dis-
cussed by the Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB) Resolutions Committee Nov. 
1-2 in Waco.

The committee, comprised of 39 
TFB members representing Texas 
agriculture, spent two days review-
ing, deliberating and consolidating 
more than 200 resolutions to both 
state and national policies proposed 
by county Farm Bureaus across the 
state.

“We had a lot of great discussion. 
We talked about livestock, private 
property rights, taxes and many oth-
er issues facing agriculture,” Mark 
Daniel, TFB vice president and chair 
of the Resolutions Committee, said. 
“The issues get surfaced at the coun-
ty level. Everything we do starts at 
the grassroots. That’s how our orga-
nization functions, and that’s how 
we are going to keep it.”

The committee evaluated several 
resolutions related to animal wel-
fare. 

They supported a resolution that 
would require livestock health eval-
uation training for animal control 
and law enforcement personnel.

During the two-day meeting, the 
committee also discussed border is-
sues and supported a resolution that 
would establish an assistance pro-
gram for full or partial reimburse-
ment to landowners for property 
damages due to illegal bailouts and 
chases.

Other resolutions that received 
support from the committee per-
tained to eminent domain. The com-
mittee supported requirements for 
companies with easements to install 
and maintain erosion control meth-
ods where the easement crosses a 
stream, creek, river or other erosion-
prone areas identified by the prop-
erty owner.

The committee also supported a 
resolution that opposes the use of em-
inent domain to acquire private prop-

erty for renewable energy projects.
Additional policy resolutions sup-

ported by the committee included 
financial compensation to farmers, 
ranchers and individuals for con-
tamination of groundwater wells, 
surface water for nearby farms, live-
stock and irrigation water sources if 
a farm or ranch is adversely impact-
ed by hazardous or toxic waste.

On the national level, the Resolu-
tions Committee discussed foreign 
investment in agricultural land in 
the U.S. They supported creating 
and enforcing a registry of all lands 
currently owned by foreign interests 
or foreign individuals. Any future 
purchases of land would also need to 
be registered at closing.

“Foreign ownership of American 
property and businesses was a big 
topic of discussion. Texas is a big 

state. We’re growing. Rural issues 
and urban issues—we’re colliding at 
a pretty fast rate,” Daniel said.

The committee supported a reso-
lution that would oppose govern-
ment mandates that force any live-
stock slaughter facility to purchase 
a set percentage of their live animal 
supply through cash bids. They also 
supported a resolution that opposes 
a tax on livestock.

The committee supported a reso-
lution that would encourage the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
update the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) as it 
relates to colony collapse to reflect 
the historic production averages 
for each apiary. ELAP provides fi-
nancial assistance to farmers and 
ranchers due to certain adverse 

The 39 members of the TFB Resolutions Committee discussed policy resolutions from county Farm Bureaus while 
observing COVID-19 protocols and safety measures at the TFB Conference and Training Center.

weather events or loss conditions.
The policy recommendations will 

be considered during the business 
session of the organization’s 88th 
annual meeting Dec. 3-5 in Corpus 
Christi. State resolutions adopted 
at the TFB annual meeting become 
policies that guide the organization. 
National resolutions, if adopted by 
voting delegates at the TFB annual 
meeting, are sent to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
annual convention for consideration.

Resolutions approved by AFBF 
delegates in January provide a road-
map for the national organization.

For more details on TFB’s annual 
meeting, visit texasfarmbureau.org/
annualmeeting.

Updates and coverage from the 
annual meeting will be in the Janu-
ary 2022 issue of Texas Agriculture.
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Biden signs $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill

President Joe Biden signed the 
$1.2 trillion Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act in mid-November. 

The bipartisan bill passed the 
House by a 228-206 vote and the 
Senate by a 69-30 vote. 

 The bill aims to improve the coun-
try’s roads, bridges and waterways.

Several agricultural organiza-
tions, including the American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF), praised 
passage of the bill.

“We cannot afford to ignore the 
millions of miles of roadways, water-
ways and railways rural America re-
lies on to keep our country fed, espe-
cially as we see widespread supply 
chain challenges,” Duvall said.

The historic legislation will pro-
vide one of the largest increases in 
investment in roads, bridges, water-
ways, ports, transit, airports, electri-
cal infrastructure and other projects 
in the United States.

Infrastructure spending is set to 
increase by a projected $550 billion 
over 10 years. Of that, $110 billion 

is slated for roads and $40 billion for 
bridge projects. Another $66 billion 
will be used for rail projects, and $55 
billion will go toward various water 
projects, including $15 billion to re-
move lead pipes and $200 million to 
address lead in school drinking water.

Included in the bill is $65 billion 
to build out broadband infrastruc-
ture across the nation. States will be 
required to prioritize unserved ar-
eas, and projects will have to provide 
speeds of 100 Mbps download and 20 
Mbps upload.

“Extending broadband to rural 
communities is just as much a prior-
ity,” Duvall said. “A quarter of Amer-
ica’s farm families have no high-
speed internet access while working 
to meet the needs of a growing world. 
Investments in physical infrastruc-
ture like broadband will be critical 
to bridging the digital divide.”

The bill also increases funds for 
ports and inland waters by $17.3 
billion and will provide $918 million 
over five years for the U.S. Depart-

Covert Ford of Taylor
1200A Highway 79 East • Hutto, TX

Sales: 512-759-1414 
covertfordhutto.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

DE LEON
CIRCLE K IRRIGATION

800-658-6960
circlekirrigation@gmail.com

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.

830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC. 

830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.

806-659-3743
fivestarequipmenttx.com

ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) water-
shed programs.

Among other items covered in the 
bill is $10 million for a byproduct pi-
lot program for USDA to study the 
benefits of using materials derived 
from farm commodities in construc-
tion and consumer products.

Other key provisions include re-
cord investments in transit, walking 
and biking infrastructure and $7.5 
billion to begin building a nation-
wide electric vehicle charging net-
work.

Another $350 million will be used 
to build wildlife corridors, which en-
sure animals can get under, around 
or over roads to migrate, mate and 
maintain biodiversity. 

According to the Texas Tribune, 
the Lone Star State will recieve 
about $35.44 billion over five years 
for projects under Biden’s infra-
structure plan. 

The funds will help advance exist-
ing plans, pay for repairs and launch 
other projects for roads, bridges, 

broadband access, electric vehicle 
charging stations and more.

The breakdown for Texas funds 
includes the following:

• Federal highway programs: 
$26.9 billion

• Public transportation: $3.3 bil-
lion

• Drinking water infrastructure 
(and removing lead pipes): $2.9 bil-
lion

• Airports: $1.2 billion
• Bridge replacement and repairs: 

$537 million
• Electric vehicle charging net-

work: $408 million
• Broadband expansion: $100 

million
•   Wildfire protection: $53 million
• Cyberattack protection: $42 

million
The White House also estimated 

that $3.5 billion will be invested to 
weatherize the country’s energy in-
frastructure, but it’s unclear how 
much of that money would go to 
Texas or how those plans could com-
bine with measures approved by the 
Texas Legislature this year.
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*A majority of STIHL gasoline-powered units sold in the United States are built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and components.

CHAINSAWS
STARTING AT

$18999 *

STARTING AT
BLOWERS

$13999 *

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.

stihldealers.com
All prices are MWS-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. ©2021 STIHL

BOWIE
BEREND BROS, INC.

940-872-5131
berendbros.com

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

0%FINANCING*

AND CASH BACK OFFERS!

MORE CHOICES. MORE SAVINGS.
During this year’s Value Bonanza sales event, there are more ways to save, including
0% FINANCING* and CASH BACK OFFERS on select New Holland products. 
You’ll find the best savings of the year on the New Holland tractor and equipment you’ve 
had your eye on. But these offers won’t last long—Value Bonanza ends December 31, 
2021—so hurry in today or visit nhoffers.com.

*For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial 
Capital America LLC. See your participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not all 
customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. 
Offer good through December 31, 2021, at participating New Holland dealers in the United States. CNH Industrial 

Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions will apply. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Taxes, freight, set-up, 
delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. © 2021 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH Industrial 
Capital and New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial 
N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. 

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576

wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381

wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ. 

CO, INC.
361-573-2497

victoriafarmeq.com

Family Land Heritage event recognizes longtime farms, ranches
As Texas’ urban population contin-

ues to expand, farm and ranch lands 
continue to shrink. And the number 
of farms or ranches remaining in the 
same family for 100 years or more 
continues to get even smaller.

4 Q Farm, Austin County
Hendrix Ranch, Bastrop County
Ellis Ray McKinney Ranch, Bee County
W.E. McKinney Ranch, Bee County
Walker Farm, Briscoe County
Martin and Novella Vance Farms, Carson County
Crook Farm, Childress County
Don Crook Farm, Childress County
Bar D Ranch, Clay County
Bartek’s 3 Ass Ranch, Colorado County
Spechts Crossing Ranch, Comal County
Old Lamb Place, Cooke County
Chain 7 Ranch, Denton County
Doehrman Ranch-Ende der StraBe, DeWitt County
Rhoades Map Ranch, Erath County
W.C. Krebs Farm, Fayette County
Adolf Wilke Farm, Garza County
Engel Ranch, Gillespie County

Jenschke Farm, Gillespie County
Landgrebe Ranch, Goliad County
377 Ranch, Grayson County
Wrinkle Family Farm, Hardeman County
Vela Peña Ranch, Jim Hogg County
Rogge-Landgrebe Ranch, Karnes County
Lee Goff Ranch, Kerr County
Baylor Burks Bell Ranch, La Salle County
Mayben Alexander Ranch, Lampasas County
Mayben Place, Lampasas County
Jurena Cardinal Field, Lavaca County
The Gersch Family Farm, Lee County
Weiser Farm, Lee County
Prather Ranch, Leon County
Texas Kitten’s Legacy in Farming, Lubbock County
Circle A Ranch, Madison County
Circle A Ranch - Creek Place, Madison County
Seaquist Family Ranch, Mason County

The following farms and ranches were recognized at this year’s ceremony:  

Bratton Land & Livestock, McCulloch County
Kostroun Family Farm at Marak, Milam County
Lazek Place, Milam County
Karl J. Althof Homestead, Nolan County
Selby-Schickedanz Family Farm & Ranch, Ochiltree County
Martin-Tuttle Ranch, Panola County
Anderson-Harral Ranch, Pecos County
Kloesel Farm, Runnels County
Not One Rock, Runnels County
Freeman Farm, Shelby County
Middleton Brothers Dairy, Tarrant County
Blackburn Farm and Ranch, Taylor County
4-G Ranch, Victoria County
Sugar Hill Ranch, Waller County
LRKB Ranch, Washington County
Klattenhoff Farm, Williamson County
B.G. Ranch, Wilson County
Cates Ranch, Wise County

The Texas Department of Agricul-
ture’s (TDA) Family Land Heritage 
program was created in 1974 to rec-
ognize and honor the families who 
maintain ownership of farms and 
ranches and keep them in produc-

tion, generation after generation.
This year’s Family Land Heritage 

ceremony was held Nov. 3 at the 
state capitol. 

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) was a 
sponsor of the event. 

Since the program began, TDA 
has recognized more than 5,000 
farms and ranches—many of them 
TFB member-families.

This year, 54 families were recog-
nized through the program. 
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New staff join Texas Farm Bureau’s Organization Division

Agritourism venues have new Farm Bureau promotional opportunity
The American Farm Bureau 

Foundation for Agriculture is look-
ing for orchards, pumpkin patches, 
corn mazes and more to showcase on 
a new app dedicated to connecting 
consumers with agritourism venues.

The American Farm Trail app, 
created by the Foundation and spon-
sored by Corteva, allows farmers, 
ranchers and farm attraction man-
agers to sign up for free to showcase 
their agritourism venues. 

Farms and attractions can create 
a profile promoting their business, 
history, available products and more.

Consumers using the app will be 
able to connect directly with local 
farms by searching area, type of at-
traction or products for sale. 

The Foundation plans to launch 
the app in spring 2022.

“The Foundation is ecstatic to of-
fer this new resource to help connect 
agritourism businesses to consum-

ers interested in visiting farms and 
ranches. There is nothing quite like 
picking your own apple or hunting 
for the perfect pumpkin and meet-
ing the farmer who put the time 
and effort into growing that crop,” 
said Daniel Meloy, executive direc-
tor of the Foundation. “We think the 
American Farm Trail app will be a 
great opportunity for farmers and 
ranchers to bring curious consumers 
to their farms and for those consum-
ers to connect in-person to where 
their food comes from.”

Resources are available to farm-
ers interested in listing their farm 
on the app, including a video over-
view of the app and a how-to guide 
for filling out the attraction listing 
information.

The American Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture aims to 
build awareness, understanding, 
and a positive public perception of 

agriculture through education by of-
fering learning opportunities, edu-
cational resources and a selection of 

accurate books about agriculture. 
Learn more about the app and 

other resources at agfoundation.org.

The American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture is launching a new 
app dedicated to connecting consumers with agritourism venues. 

Two new staff joined Texas Farm 
Bureau’s Organization Division. 

Carson Read joined the staff in 
November as the program assistant. 

She is responsible for providing 
support and input to programs within 
the Organization Division, including 
Educational Outreach, Youth Out-
reach, Urban Outreach and Leader 
Development. 

A native of Rhome, Read raised 
and exhibited swine and cattle and 
was active in Texas 4-H and Texas 
FFA. She served as an officer in her 
local chapters, competed on livestock 
judging teams and was a Texas 4-H 
Youth Livestock Ambassador. 

Her involvement in agriculture 
and the youth organizations led her 
to Texas Tech University where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Animal 
Science. 

During her time in Lubbock, she 
continued her involvement in ag-
riculture by serving as an officer in 
Ag Council and Block & Bridle. She 
was also a member of the Agri Texan 
organization and a graduate of the 
Matador Institute of Leadership En-

McKenna Bush Carson Read

gagement cohort. 
Also joining the Organization Di-

vision is McKenna Bush. She will 
serve as the youth coordinator start-
ing January 2022. 

In this role, Bush will be respon-
sible for the development, organiza-
tion, oversight and execution of all 
activities involving TFB youth out-
reach programs. That includes the 
Clover Cash Grant Program, Student 
Success Series, scholarships, Free 
Enterprise Speech Contest, Speak 
Out For Agriculture Challenge and 
Collegiate Farm Bureau. 

Previously, Bush was the gradu-
ate assistant for the Department of 
Agricultural Leadership, Education, 
and Communications at Texas A&M 
University in College Station. She 
also held a variety of student and 
entry-level positions with Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department, U.S. 
House Committee on Agriculture, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Texas A&M College of Engineering 
throughout her collegiate career. 

She is currently pursuing her 
master’s degree in Agricultural 

Leadership, Education, and Commu-
nications with an emphasis in cur-
riculum development and instruc-
tional design at Texas A&M. She 
earned her undergraduate degree 
from Texas A&M in Agricultural 
Communications and Journalism 
and Agricultural Leadership and 
Development. 

Bush received numerous awards 
through Texas FFA while in high 
school, including her American FFA 
Degree, and held several leadership 
positions at the chapter and district 
level. 

Bush also serves as a court-ap-
pointed special advocate for Brazos 
Valley Voices for Children and is a 
Texas FFA Ford Leadership Scholar 
mentor.

In the Organization Division, Jor-
dan Bartels continues to oversee all 
educational outreach efforts, and 
Dakota Massey handles urban out-
reach efforts. Roger Hall is the asso-
ciate director of Leader Development 
for the division, which is overseen by 
Whit Weems. As the director, Weems 
is directly responsible for all activi-
ties within the division. 
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Call 1-866-326-3276
to advertise your 

business, service or items 
for sale in the 

Texas Trading Post

Grain Bins & Material Handling
- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors, 

Unloading Equip. & Parts.

-  - Portable Augers, 
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242
www.marekag.com

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1 ........................ $630 
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER R-1........... $599
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1.............. $900
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R-4....... $150
18.4R28 NEW BUFF R-2 ....................... $599
540/65R24 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $399
18.4-34 BIAS NEW 14PLY R-1 .............. $468
15X19.5 NEW BUFFED 6PLY R-4 ......... $150
23.1-34 R2 8PLY BUFF.......................... $899
600/65R38 NEW OVERSTOCKS R1-W $699
14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1........... $750
440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP..... $225
15.5-38 10p NEW R1 ............................. $425

....................... $550
We Deal! Other Sizes New & Used
(800)451-9864     (800)444-7209
(913)682-3201     (913)441-4500

M-F: 8am - 6pm • Sat.: 8am - 4pm

Platinum 1 savings for  
Farm Bureau® Members. 

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all 
Farm Bureau Members* will automatically receive 
Platinum 1 status. That means instant savings 

out more on how you can turn your loyalty into 
savings, go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau.
Sign up today!

From big to small.
From farm to front yard.

As a Farm Bureau® member,
you’re eligible to save.*

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT

830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF

361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

G O  A L L  O U T  T H I S  H O L I D AY  A N D  M A K E  Q U I C K  W O R K 

O F  E V E R Y D AY  TA S K S  W I T H  A  H A R D W O R K I N G  R A N G E R 

1 0 0 0  O R  G O - E V E R Y W H E R E  S P O R T S M A N  X P  1 0 0 0 . 

W E ’ L L  H E L P  Y O U  L O C K  I N  T H E  V E H I C L E  Y O U  N E E D .    

GET MORE DONE
T H E  G I F T  O F 

W G s® ff f -r d s s b sWARNING: Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER POLARIS

979-732-2353
cavenderpolaris.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.

512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com
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REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos 
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment 
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or 
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX 
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day 
Service.

FOR SALE 12’ ROUND-DROP HOG 
TRAPS $1995.thatsahogtrap.com 
979-661-1535

BUILDINGS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us 
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz 
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment 
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our 
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

CONTAINERS

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND 
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler 
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake 
monitors and Salvage equipment. 
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS. Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-proof. 
Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 817-
992-9122.

FOR SALE JOHN DEERE 450 
BULLDOZER on ranch near Sand-
erson, Texas. Ford 2600 Tractor on 
ranch at Hallettsville, Texas. Owner 
retiring. Call Jack at 361-798-5623

FARM EQUIPMENT

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI MATERIAL HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers 
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag 
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES,  HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek 
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

HAY

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES 
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

IRRIGATION

254-221-7957

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

• Order Parts Online
   15% Rebate 
   • Appraisals

We can sell your surplus 
equipment at online auction 

anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

Lic: TXS 6676 

DiscoverTheForest.org

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A

Naturehood

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

End poverty.
Start getting kids 
through high school.

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

FOUNDED 1920

NA
TI

O
NA

L A
SS

OCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS



T
E

X
A

S A
G

R
IC

U
LT

U
R

E
31

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R 3, 2021

NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits • In Stock —

2-3/8 • 2-7/8 • 3-1/2 • 4 1/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods

— In Stock —

 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

— Free Delivery in Most Areas—

James May Pipe & Supply

325/468-5131

PIPE

TIRES

SOLAR PANELS

830-438-3396
Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home

TECL 28902

Significant Tax 
Advantages Available

www.greenstarsolutions.net
Certified solar electric installers

BBB A+ rating

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top 

quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW. 

Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred 

& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-

8644 254-747-2701

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS

Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-

202-5178

A+ LAND SERVICES Skidsteer 
Mulching, Tree Shearing, Loader 
Work, Dirt, Grappling, Bucket, Fork 
Lift, Heavy Mowing. Ranches, Com-
mercial, Acreage and Hunting Leas-
es. 979-709-2230.

REAL ESTATE

Start Something™

Donate money or time at 
BigBrothersBigSisters.org

77% of Littles reported doing better 
in school because of their Big. 
One-to-one mentoring works. 

Even big change starts with something 
little. Support kids in your community 
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

Save the environment.
Start keeping kids
in science class.

REG BEEFMASTER CATTLE pas-

ture raised, not fed out, not condi-

tioned, gentle, range ready. Lufkin, 

TX 936-366-2231.

NURSERY STOCK

LIVESTOCK

Publish in how many issues?_____First issue ad should appear in: ___________
Enclosed is payment:   $___________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City____________________________State_________Zip__________
Phone_____________________Email________________________________

Ad Content:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Payment must be included with all ads. Ads failing to include payment will not run. Do not send cash! 

RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,

Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole 
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

Classification: _______________ (Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, P.O. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689. 
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

RANCH CONSULTANT
Not Happy With Your Results?

New To The Business?
45 years experience. I can save 

you years and lots of money.
Tom Lockwood • 254-385-6487



TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG/RADIO

Subscribe to the podcast 
to get the latest news
in Texas agriculture!

Scan me if you 
have an Android

Scan me if you 
have an iPhone

Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network hosts 
the only daily ag news podcast in Texas.

Texas Ag Today is available on Apple Podcasts, Amazon 

Music, Google Podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher and TuneIn.


