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OPINION

TFB advocating for secure border, raising awareness of impacts

May 6, 2022

TEXAS AGRICULTURE

Have you noticed how nearly all
national news outlets have moved
on from covering the crisis at the
southern border?

Not newsworthy, I guess, for those
news executives who live hundreds
or thousands of miles
away from the region.

It’s frustrating for
me, and it must be in-
furiating for our mem-
bers who live in bor-
der areas and live the
nightmare every day.

The American pub-
lic deserves better. The
question is what can
we do about it? The an-
swer is plenty, and a lot
of work lies ahead.

One year ago, Texas Farm Bureau
dedicated significant resources and
effort to bring attention to the im-
pacts of the border crisis on farmers
and ranchers.

In that time, our demands to the
Biden administration that it “secure
the border now” have not wavered.
Our focus to add volume to the voic-
es and personal accounts of farmers
and ranchers under siege has not di-
minished.

The Border Crisis Impacts page
on our website anchors our outreach
effort. The page has generated near-
ly 13,000 views, and the Texas Farm

Bureau member-produced videos on it
have garnered nearly 156,000 views
on social media.

And is there any recent “news”
about the border the public should
be aware of? You better believe it.

There were 221,303 to-
tal migrant encounters
at the southern border in
March, the highest num-
ber since President Biden
took office and the highest
number in 20-plus years.

This means there have
been 1,026,460 encoun-
ters in the first six months
of fiscal year (FY) 2022,

By Russell Boening which began Oct. 1, 2021.
President

In the first six months
of record-setting FY ’21,
there were 570,826 encounters.

That represents a 79% increase
from year to year.

There are also the getaways
who are not caught. Massive num-
bers are getting through, as many
as 400,000 last year, and perhaps
as many as 300,000 in the first six
months of this fiscal year, according
to reports.

Our organization has said from
the beginning the situation on the
border is not sustainable. And the
crisis is only getting worse.

It’s critical the American public
knows what’s happening. Something

must be done NOW.

National news media may ignore
the realities of the border crisis, but
Texas Farm Bureau is not.

It is imperative that the federal
government takes action right away
and assumes its responsibility to
secure the southern border. Elected
officials and representatives from
both sides of the aisle have called
for action, but this administration

has ignored those calls, as they have
ours. Immigration laws should be
enforced. We continue to communi-
cate that message to Congress and
the administration.

We also support increased efforts
by the state of Texas to secure our
border with Mexico.

We are committed to advocating
for our members as the Voice of Texas
Agriculture.

Your Texas Agriculture Minute

U.S. ag: Doing more with less, sustainably

By Gary Joiner
Publisher

America’s growers are feeding
more people while minimizing their
greenhouse gas emissions and over-
all environmental footprint.

They use scientific solutions,
technology and innovations to grow
crops and care for livestock.

By doing so, they protect soil and
water, efficiently manage manure
and produce clean and renewable
energy. They also capture carbon
and improve sustainability.

It’s a remarkable story of success.

To feed a growing nation, Ameri-
can farmers are producing 80%
more pork, 48% more milk and 18%

more beef than 30 years ago.

At the same time, farmers and
ranchers have reduced greenhouse
gas emissions to produce each of
our meals by 24% since 1990.

Doing more with less is an un-
derstatement, but there’s still
room for improvement. And we’re
seeing it in agriculture.

Roughly 10% of U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions come from agricul-
ture. That’s well below the emis-
sions for transportation, electricity
and industry.

America’s farmers and ranchers
are part of the climate solution,
working hard everyday in a sus-
tainable way.
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TEXAS FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP

DOESN'T COST-IT PAYS!

This issue’s featured benefit—

_ SUMMERTIME
8. SAVINGS

TFB members receive
discounts to hotels, rental
cars, and Texas and national
attractions including water

parks, theme parks, resorts,
porting events and more!

axasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Complete detailed information about TFB's benefits and
services is available at www.texasfarmbureau.org

Ford
fordfarmbureauadvantage.com
1-254-399-5034

John Deere
JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
1-254-399-5034

IDX
idx.us/txfb

Case IH Discount
254-399-5034

Caterpillar
cat.com/FarmBureau

DELL Discount Program
1-800-695-8133

Discount Dental
1-888-442-2780

Rental Car Discounts
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Amusement Park Discounts
Order tickets online
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Grainger Industrial Supply
Discount Program
1-254-447-3275

Beltone Hearing Aid Program
1-800-235-8663

Infant Car Seat Program
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Discount Eye Glasses and Contacts
1-800-488-7872

Farm Bureau Bank
www.farmbureau.bank
1-800-492-3276

Insurance Services
www.txfb-ins.com

Discount Prescription Drugs
Agelity — 1-866-292-7822
NBRX - 1-800-800-7616

Texas Salebarn
1-254-751-2420

Jiffy Lube
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Hotel/Motel Discounts
texasfarmbureau.org/memberbenefits

Sherwin-Williams Discount Program
1-254-776-0720

Defensive Driving Courses
1-800-980-2175

TFB Fleet Sales
1-254-772-3090

Ferrellgas Propane
1-866-279-6660

Office Depot/OfficeMax
www.officediscounts.org/txfb

Grasshopper Mowers
www.grasshoppermower.com

Dungarees
www.dungarees.com
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Texas Tech vet school hosts rlbbon cutting ceremony

An official ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny was held April 22 for Texas Tech
University’s School of Veterinary
Medicine in Amarillo.

“The Texas Tech University School
of Veterinary Medicine, like Texas
Tech University, was established to
fill a vital need,” Texas Tech Presi-
dent Lawrence Schovanec said in a
news release. “As the first century of
Texas Tech University comes to an
end, we can be proud that the School
of Veterinary Medicine strengthens
the foundation and expands the ca-
pability of our university to serve
West Texas, our state and the nation
for the next 100 years and beyond.”

Supporters, including Texas Farm
Bureau (TFB) leaders, and dignitar-
ies from Texas and New Mexico at-
tended the event.

TFB President Russell Boening,
Vice President Pat McDowell, Sec-
retary-Treasurer Pete Pawelek and
State Directors Walt Hagood, Mark
Daniel, Sam Snyder, Mickey Ed-
wards, John Griffith and Allen Ka-

Texas Tech Unwerslty held a ribbon cutting for its School of Vetermary
Medicine in late April. Courtesy photo.

minski were in attendance.

After the ribbon cutting, guests
toured the campus and got a first-
hand look at the 185,000 square-
foot facility that includes interactive
classrooms, state-of-the-art research

2021, the school was granted provi-
sional accreditation.

The School of Veterinary Medicine
broke ground in 2019 and the first
class of students walked in the door
in August 2021, but this ceremony

was a way to celebrate and officially
commemorate the school’s opening.
The first graduating class will be
the class of 2025. Texas Tech selects
60 students each year to join the uni-
versity’s veterinary program.

laboratories, teaching laboratories,
student support areas and much
more.

The Texas Legislature approved
funding and the creation of the Tech
vet school in 2018, and in March

Samsung donates to Williamson CFB rural tornado relief fund

The Williamson County Farm
Bureau board of directors, working
with Williamson County Commis-
sioner Russ Boles, agreed to coordi-
nate a non-profit relief fund for ru-
ral residents of Williamson County
impacted by tornadoes that hit Wil-
liamson County on March 21.

Williamson County Farm Bu-
reau coordinated with Texas Farm
Bureau to establish a fund for Wil-
liamson County relief efforts.

Samsung made a $10,000 dona-
tion to the relief fund in April.

The deadline for Williamson
County residents to apply is May
31, and funds will be distributed by
June 30.

Applications are available at the
Williamson County Farm Bureau
office or by calling 512-365-5212.

SAMSUNG

April 19,2022
AUSTIN SEMICONDUCTOR g,

Pay lo the ordes of
Texas Farm Bureau Foundation

$ (o]

Dollars '

{ Ten Thousand Dollars and 00/100

Williamson County Farm Bureau President Bob Avant (lower right) was
presented with a $10,000 check from Samsung to the Texas Farm Bureau
Foundation at the April 19 Williamson County Commissioners Court meeting
as a donation to the Williamson County Rural Relief Fund established by
Williamson County Farm Bureau. Pictured from right to left on the front row
are Avant, Michelle Glaze (Samsung), Dana Harris (Samsung) and Brandt
Rydell (Mayor of Taylor). Pictured from right to left on the back row are
Commissioner Russ Boles, Commissioner Valarie Covey, Judge Bill Gravell,
Commissioner Cynthia Long and Commissioner Terry Cook. Courtesy photo.

EPA data shows
ag continues to
improve

Data from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA)
shows agriculture consistently
accounts for just 10% of all U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions.

“The other thing that we have
is the ability for us to sequester
greenhouse gas emissions, and
our land use, land use change
and forestry sector represents
about negative 12.7%, which
means pulling those emissions
out of the air,” Shelby Myers,
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (AFBF) economist, said.
“And it increased year-over-year
by 4% from 2019 to 2020. And
so, when you combine our abil-
ity to sequester greenhouse gas-
es with staying just 10%, we're
actually at negative 2% overall.”

She noted conservation ef-
forts by farmers and ranchers
are reducing emissions.

“Agriculture continues to
make great strides in its ability
to implement voluntary conser-
vation practices, and we’ve seen
these be very successful over
the last couple of years, and in
particular, it’s led to a year-over-
year reduction in agricultural
emissions from 2019 to 2020 by
at least 4.3%,” she said.

There’s plenty of things for
farmers and ranchers to cel-
ebrate, Myers added.

“Our ability to do more with
less is certainly something to
be celebrated. Since 1990, per
capita emissions for agriculture
has decreased 20%,” she said.
“That means we’re feeding more
people, and we’re producing at a
high efficiency but also doing it
in ways that are conserving re-
sources and taking care of our
land and natural resources, so
ag continues to show itself as
a strong partner in reducing
greenhouse gases.”



Inflation drives
up food prices

Inflation continues to rise as the
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports
year-over-year inflation in March was
8.5%, and Americans are seeing the
highest level of inflation in 40 years,
American Farm Bureau Federation
Chief Economist Roger Cryan said.

“The Federal Reserve Bank has
the levers to manage the money sup-
ply, and there was a 40% increase in
the money supply from March 2020
to last December,” Cryan said. “So,
for almost two years, a lot of folks
out in the economy had faith in the
system and prices didn’t move much,
but now there’s so much money out
there, inflationary expectations are
building and what we'’re seeing now
is an acceleration of inflation. I'm
not sure whether or not to define
this as runaway inflation, but it will
start to look like that.”

Inflation has several effects for
farmers and ranchers.

“Inflation creates a lot of price
uncertainty. It creates a disconnect
between long-term and short-term
pricing. It creates a lot of, sort of,
chaos among relative prices that you
don’t necessarily have when things
are stable,” he said. “It also creates
a disconnect between long-term and
short-term lending, although the
long-term lending rates are rising
also, and the 30-year mortgage rate
is rising relatively quickly.”

He expects inflation to linger for a
year or two.

“Even if the Fed starts to get us
back toward what should be the nor-
mal rate of growth in the money sup-
ply, there’s just a lot of liquidity in the
market that needs to work its way
through the system. We certainly
hope the Fed starts paying attention
to the money supply, and I hope that
they recognize that that’s really the
indicator that they need to be paying
attention to,” Cryan said. “Stopping
inflation is really critical. It’s impor-
tant that we deal with this. There
may be some short-term pain to get-
ting this over with, but it’ll be noth-
ing like long-term pain if we don’t.”
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You're a provider. A defender. You do what's right, and trust others to do the same.
That's the Texas way. In 2021, your dollars drove consumers to discover unique beef recipes
on BeefLovingTexans.com more than 1.4 million times — an increase of 28%
from 2020 — inspiring all ages to savor beef done the Texas way.

Sign up for the Cattle Talk newsletter at TexasBeefCheckoff.com to stay up to date
on how your Beef Checkoff dollars are used to keep beef in its strongest state.
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2022 Young Farmer & Rancher Conference Highlights
quips young farmers, ranchers

TFB conference inspires, e

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

A statewide Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Conference provid-
ed networking and educational op-
portunities for farmers, ranchers, ag
professionals and college students.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) hosted
the event April 1-3 in College Station.

“This conference was a good net-
working and learning opportunity,”
Travis Wanoreck, TFB’s YF&R Advi-
sory Committee chair, said. “We were
able to learn about a variety of topics
through our breakout sessions, and
we were able to meet with the speak-
ers and others from across the state.”

Breakout sessions covered sev-
eral topics, including marketing
and sponsorships in agriculture,
farm safety, using spray drones on
farms and ranches, bridging genera-
tional gaps and creating valuing in
the workplace. Another session also
highlighted TFB’s educational out-
reach efforts to increase agricultural
literacy in classrooms and communi-
ties.

Wanoreck noted many issues face
agriculture. From decreasing avail-
ability of land to high costs of pro-
duction and increased regulations,
it’s tough for young farmers to get
started in agriculture. But their de-
sire, optimism and willingness to
learn helps counter those obstacles.

“The sessions gave us good infor-

g}mation to apply to our family farms
Qand businesses and to help college
«students who will be pursuing ca-
Zreers on and off the farm,” he said.

It was a record attendance for the
event.

Nearly 200 young farmers, ranch-

E ers, ag professionals and college stu-
E dents between the ages of 18 and 35
& were in attendance.
< “We saw many new faces at this
E year’s conference,” Wanoreck said.
Salps good to see our Young Farmer
& Rancher program growing and
« reaching more college students and

¥y

Attendees put a pin on a map of Texas to showcase
which Texas Farm Bureau counties and districts were
represented at the conference.

A session on marketing and sponsorships helped attendees
learn more about navigating opportunities to promote
their brands and products.

Young farmers, ranchers, ag professionals and college students heard from keynote speaker Dr. Tobin Redwine (left)
and attended breakout sessions on farm safety, using spray drones in agriculture, bridging generational gaps and

creating value in the workplace.

young producers. It’s great to get
the future of agriculture involved in
Texas Farm Bureau.”

The conference also featured the
Collegiate Discussion Meet, where
Stephanie Bushnell of West Texas
A&M University earned the top hon-
or and will advance to represent TFB

in the national contest next year.

During the conference, young
farmers and ranchers raised funds
to contribute to the TFB West Texas
Wildfire Relief Fund, and Oklahoma
Farm Bureau’s Young Farmer &
Rancher Program also donated $500
to the relief effort.

Upcoming YF&R activities include
district events and the Fall Tour,
which is scheduled for Sept. 9-11 in
Amarillo. Registration and details
will be announced later this year.

For more information on young
farmer and rancher activities, visit

texasfarmbureau.org/YFR.



2022 Young Farmer & Rancher Conference Highlights
More photos from the conference...

Justin Hale and Zac Goodwin won “Best
Costume” during the “Night at the Races.” They
were stall boys and had Seabiscuit with them.

3

Rebekah Annan (left) won the “Best Hat” award
during the “Night at the Races.” She is a college
student at Prairie View A&M University.

The YF&R Advisory Committee made and sold Derby
hats for the “Night at the Races” event. The proceeds
went to TFB’s West Texas Wildfire Relief Fund.

Bushnell wins Texas Farm Bureau Collegiate Discussion Meet

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Issues facing farmers and ranch-
ers were the focus of Texas Farm Bu-
reau’s (TFB) 2022 Collegiate Discus-
sion Meet. Stephanie Bushnell from
West Texas A&M University was
named the winner of this year’s con-
test following a discussion on food-
borne illnesses.

The Collegiate Discussion Meet
is designed to replicate a committee
meeting where discussion and active
participation are expected from each
student.

The annual contest is hosted by
TFB’s Young Farmer & Rancher
(YF&R) Advisory Committee and of-
fers college students an opportunity
to dive deeper into agricultural issues
and network with fellow students.

Bushnell is a senior studying ag-
ricultural education. She is active in
West Texas A&M Collegiate Farm
Bureau, Collegiate FFA and Texas
AgriWomen. The Colorado native is
also a member of Randall County
Farm Bureau.

This year, Bushnell and 15 other
college students from across the state
participated in the competition.

Topics of discussion in the first

two rounds covered right-to-farm
laws and how Farm Bureau can be
more inclusive of all agricultural
and production practices.

The four finalists included: Steph-
anie Bushnell, West Texas A&M Uni-
versity; Ryan Heitschmidt, West Tex-
as A&M University; Lucas Bradshaw,
Texas A&M University; and Kyleigh
Hemken, Tarleton State University.

Participants were scored based on
their speaking skills, effective prob-
lem solving and cooperative commu-
nication with other contestants.

As the top contestant, Bushnell
took home a $2,500 cash prize and
a plaque. She will also represent
Texas in the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s 2023 Collegiate Discus-
sion Meet contest.

“I am very thankful for the op-
portunities I have had both with
Colorado Farm Bureau and with
Texas Farm Bureau, and I look for-
ward to staying involved with Texas
Farm Bureau as I start my career
as a high school agricultural science
teacher and first-generation agricul-
turalist,” Bushnell said.

Heitschmidt, the runner-up, re-
ceived a $1,500 cash prize and plaque.

He is majoring in animal science

Collegiate Discussion Meet finalists left to right with YF&R Advisory Chalrz
Travis Wanoreck: Ryan Heitschmidt, runner-up; Stephanie Bushnell, wmner,
Kyleigh Hemken, finalist; and Lucas Bradshaw, finalist.

and serves as the Ag Advocacy Com-
mittee chair for West Texas A&M
Collegiate Farm Bureau.

The remaining finalists—Brad-
shaw and Hemken—each received a
$750 cash prize and plaque.

Bradshaw is pursuing a degree
in agricultural economics at Texas
A&M, and Hemken is studying
animal production, with a minor in
poultry science, at Tarleton.

Other participants  included:
Brenna Beckendorf, Tarleton State
University; Morgan Bradshaw, Tar-

leton State University; Cord Brown,t
Tarleton State University; Megan
Condry, West Texas A&M University;
Mia Encinias, West Texas A&M Uni-
versity; Eathan Coy Hammit, Sam
Houston State University; Courtney
Herrera, Sam Houston State Uni—E
versity; Niquole Knapp, West Texas b
A&M University; Abby Law, Tarleton £
State University; Raelynn Rhodes, £
Tarleton State University; Kirby§
Russell, West Texas A&M University;
and Carley Turner, Angelo State Uni-
versity.
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Texas Legislature to study interim charges related to agriculture

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Interim committee charges were
announced for the Texas Senate and
Texas House.

During the non-legislative year,
policy issues are assigned to com-
mittees in the Texas Senate by Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick and in the Texas
House by Speaker Dade Phelan.
Agency officials, organizations and
other experts are often invited to
testify on issues pertaining to vari-
ous committees.

As freshman legislators and sea-
soned colleagues return to Austin,
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) leaders
and staff prepare to advocate for ag-
riculture and the organization’s pri-
ority issues.

“The interim studies are seen as
sort of an unofficial starting point
for preparing the next legislative
session,” TFB State Legislative Di-
rector Charlie Leal said. “Through-
out the entire process, Farm Bureau
legislative staff worked closely with
legislators and their staff on ensur-
ing issues important to TFB mem-
bers were included.”

The charges help guide the Sen-
ate and House heading into the 88th

Legislature, which is set to begin in
January 2023.
Texas Senate
interim charges

Property tax relief, supply chains,
rural connectivity and meatpacking
facilities are among the interim top-
ics the Senate is studying.

The Finance Committee will ex-
amine property taxes and recom-
mend ways to reduce the property
tax burden. Senators will review
and report on proposals to use or
dedicate state revenues in excess of
the state spending limit to eliminate
the school district maintenance and
operations property tax.

Supply chain issues became ap-
parent during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The Business and Commerce
Committee will study the recent is-
sues and recommend actions to miti-
gate future disruptions.

The Business and Commerce
Committee also will monitor the
implementation of legislation that
would expand broadband through-
out rural Texas.

The need for additional meat-
packing facilities in the Lone Star
State will be one area the Water, Ag-
riculture, and Rural Affairs Commit-

B0V irade
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Texas Farm Bureau members can place FREE online classified ads
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The next Texas legislative session doesn’t gavel in until January 2023, but
much of the work will be done in the coming weeks and months.

tee will focus on this year. They will
evaluate and report on the increased
costs to Texas ranchers and revenue
lost in the Texas economy when
meatpacking facilities are used out-
side of Texas.

“These are topics of major interest
to our members, to all of Texas ag-
riculture and to rural communities,”
Leal said.

Texas House
interim charges

The House will study feral hogs,
right to farm, groundwater permitting
and border security, among others.

The Committee on Agriculture
and Livestock will focus on the ex-
perimental use program for feral
hog abatement and the right to farm
in Texas.

A rider in the state budget, which
passed in last year’s legislative ses-
sion, allocates funding to the Texas
Department of Agriculture and Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension Service to
research and develop further meth-
ods of feral hog control, including a
feral hog toxicant that has been ap-
proved by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency but is not yet avail-
able in Texas. The interim charge will
ensure proper legislative oversite of
the program.

The right to farm charge will
study the impact that local govern-
ment regulations and requirements
have on agriculture, Leal noted.

The Committee on Natural Re-
sources will study groundwater
management policy and regulatory

framework, as well as provide rec-
ommendations on the permit appli-
cation process.

The border security charge, which
will also be studied by the Senate,
will focus on the impact of Operation
Lone Star. Lawmakers will identify
and report on resources needed to
ensure support of the State National
Guard, as well as overall resources
necessary for border security for fu-
ture legislative consideration.

“Feral hogs, the right to farm,
groundwater and border security
are key areas of concern for farm-
ers, ranchers, landowners and Farm
Bureau,” Leal said. “Communicating
with lawmakers throughout the in-
terim studies allows us to share the
needs of rural Texas.”

Other topics the House is study-
ing that relate to agriculture include
the Universal Service Fund, infla-
tion, extraterritorial jurisdiction
and annexation powers, wildfires
and prescribed burns, alternative-
fueled vehicles, rural employment,
Daylight Saving Time and cattle
theft.

Throughout the year, the commit-
tees will ask for testimony and infor-
mation regarding the various topics.

“Farm Bureau and our members
will be invited to testify on several
of these topics since they pertain to
agriculture and rural Texas. If we're
not invited, we’ll request to testify
in order to provide information from
our members’ points of view,” Leal
said.
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ABILENE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT AND SPRAY
CENTER
800-588-7100
www.wylieimplement.com

AMARILLO
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-335-2861
www.wylieimplement.com

EAST BERNARD
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
800-460-7528
www.hlavinka.com

EDINBURG
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
800-514-9381
www.wyliesprayers.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576
Wwww.wmcoequip.com

LAMESA
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
877-308-9685
www.wylieimplement.com

LUBBOCK
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-722-4001
www.wylieimplement.com

MUNDAY
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
800-338-2401
www.wylieimplement.com

NOME
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
409-253-2244
www.hlavinka.com

PLAINVIEW
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
855-293-4116
www.wylieimplement.com

POTEET
TUTTLE MOTOR COMPANY
800-880-8722
www.tuttliemotor.com

RAYMONDVILLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT & SPRAY
CENTER
956-689-2137
www.wyliesprayers.com

ROBSTOWN
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
361-387-1572
www.wmcoequip.com

SEMINOLE
WYLIE IMPLEMENT
888-758-1181
www.wylieimplement.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.
806-659-3743
www.fivestarequipmenttx.com

SULPHUR SPRINGS
FARM COUNTRY, INC.
903-885-7561
www.farmcountry-inc.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
www.wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.
361-541-6100
www.hlavinka.com
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Applications open for TFB’s Young Farmer & Rancher contests

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The applications for the Texas
Farm Bureau (TFB) 2022 Out-
standing Young Farmer & Rancher
(YF&R) and Excellence in Agricul-
ture (EIA) contests are now open.

“Texas has diverse and unique
farms, ranches and businesses, and
the TFB contests are a great way
to highlight them,” Travis Wano-
reck, TFB YF&R Advisory Commit-
tee chair, said. “Every farmer and
rancher—regardless of size, com-
modity or farming practices—has a
place in Texas agriculture and Texas
Farm Bureau.”

The annual contests are a way to
highlight and reward the achieve-
ments of the younger generation.

Applicants for both contests must
be between the ages of 18 and 35 as
of Jan. 31, 2023, and be current TFB
members in good standing.

Applicants can apply as individu-
als or married couples.

“Our young farmers and ranch-

ers in Texas are innovative, diverse
and dedicated,” said Roger Hall,
TFB associate director of Organiza-
tion Division, Leader Development.
“On the farm or on the job, they are
doing great things and representing
Texas agriculture. These contests
allow Farm Bureau to showcase
their endeavors and reward them
for it.”

But there’s more to the contests.
Both contests can serve as a tool to
help guide farmers and ranchers in
personal and professional growth,
Hall noted.

“Completing the application is a
time of self-reflection on your busi-
ness. Did you adapt in the last year
or five years? What did you learn?
How can you improve? The self-
growth and awareness in all areas
of your farm is truly beneficial,” he
said.

Outstanding Young

Farmer & Rancher Contest

The Outstanding YF&R Con-

test recognizes young farmers and
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arnoldoil.com

PROUDLY SERVING TEXAS SINCE 1939

ARNOLD OIL COMPANY

ranchers who are actively engaged
in farming or ranching with a ma-
jority of their net income subject to
normal production risks.

“This contest highlights and re-
wards dedication and ingenuity,
but it also gives young farmers and
ranchers an avenue to promote agri-
culture, sustainability, conservation
efforts, advocacy and more,” Hall
said.

One winner is chosen from each
of TFB’s 13 districts. Of those, three
finalists are selected after a second
round of judging. The judges will
then visit with the three finalists to
determine the overall winner.

Excellence in
Agriculture Contest

The EIA Contest rewards TFB
members who are involved in agri-
culture but don’t make the majority
of their income from production ag-
riculture.

Eligible applicants for the con-
test include, but are not limited to,
farm store managers, crop consul-

Farming is in your blood.

It’s in our blood too. For
generations, Baldwin has
been there with the
protection you need.

tants, agricultural educators and
those who are employed by an agri-
cultural business or agency.

“Agriculture needs large and
small farms and ranches, but it also
needs the businesses and industries
that support farmers and ranchers,”
Hall said. “Through the EIA Con-
test, TFB recognizes members who
are involved in ag-related careers
but still make time to be involved in
production agriculture.”

Contest
Information

Applications for both the Out-
standing YF&R and EIA contests
are due Aug. 5.

Applications, sample questions
and instructions are available online
at texasfarmbureau.org/YFR.

Prize packages for both contests
will be released soon and will be
available on the website.

For questions about the contest or
other young farmer activities, email

youngfarmers@txfb.org or call Hall
at 254-399-5021.

CLASSIFIEDS
HERESULTS!

CALL KELLY
254.751.2420

TANK COATINGS-ROOF COATINGS

Available for metal,
Composition shingles or tar roofs. Long
lasting and easy to apply. We also manufac-
ture Tank coatings for Concrete, Rock, Steel,
Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call for our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761
www.virdenproducts.com




Landowner takes eminent domain case to Texas Supreme Court

The Texas Supreme Court earlier
this year heard oral arguments in
a case between a Brazoria County
landowner and a subsidiary of En-
terprise Product Partners.

At the heart of the case is the
proper use of eminent domain.

It all began in 2015 when Terry
Hlavinka was approached by Enter-
prise to acquire an easement for a
pipeline. In 2016, Enterprise’s whol-
ly owned subsidiary, HSC, served
Hlavinka notice that it intended to
condemn a 30-foot route across his
property.

Hlavinka’s land, which lies be-
tween Chocolate Bayou and Halls
Bayou in eastern Brazoria County,
has more than four dozen different
pipelines running across it. So, it
wasn’t Hlavinka’s first time negoti-
ating an easement.

“They basically offered us pennies
on the dollar,” Hlavinka said. “We
said no for a lot of reasons. It wasn’t
market value. It wasn’t what a will-
ing buyer and a willing seller would
settle on.”

So, HSC filed condemnation pro-
ceedings, attempting to take the
land with eminent domain authority.

Hlavinka challenged HSC’s offer
in a Brazoria County court. But the
trial court excluded Hlavinka’s tes-
timony related to the damages and
the methodology of valuation for the
easement.

That wasn’t all.

HSC claimed common carrier sta-
tus, which would allow the company
to use eminent domain to obtain the
property through condemnation pro-
ceedings.

The pipeline, called the Oyster
Creek Lateral Project, would carry
polymer grade propylene made by
Enterprise in a six-inch pipeline
from Texas City to a plant owned
and operated by Braskem America,
Inc., the sole Enterprise customer
for this pipeline. There are no in-
terconnects to the pipeline, and no
other customers.

Under Texas law, to qualify as
a common carrier with the power
of eminent domain, the pipeline

The Supreme Court of Texas heard oral arguments on an eminent domain case, Terrance Hlavinka, et al. v. HSC
Pipeline Partnership LLC, with far-reaching implications for Texas landowners. Terry Hlavinka (right) and his
brother, Kenneth, stand on the Hlavinka property in Brazoria County. Courtesy photo.

must serve the public. It cannot be
built only for the builder’s exclusive
use. Hlavinka argued this pipeline
should not be considered a common
carrier line.

“It was a private transaction be-
tween two companies, never intend-
ed to be available for the public,” he
said.

Hlavinka also argued that the
trial court in Brazoria County didn’t
have jurisdiction over the matter be-
cause HSC was not a common car-
rier, and therefore, did not have the
authority to use condemnation.

When the court ruled against
Hlavinka, he appealed the court’s
condemnation proceedings. Texas
Farm Bureau (TFB) and Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raisers, along
with several other agricultural or-
ganizations and private property
rights groups, filed an amicus brief
supporting Hlavinka.

“Farm Bureau and Cattle Rais-
ers were the first ones to step up.
You filed an amicus brief at the First
Court of Appeals. I'd say that was a
catalyst,” Hlavinka said.

The First Court of Appeals in
Houston reversed a portion of the
trial court’s judgment, ruling Enter-
prise had not presented evidence or
public use, and the evidence of vol-
untary sales on Hlavinka’s property

is relevant for purposes of estab-
lishing fair market value. Hlavinka
noted that decision has helped other
landowners in the state.

Although the legal wins have
been big so far, justice does come
with a price.

Hlavinka has been fighting the
pipeline company for six years, in-
vesting a considerable amount of
time, effort and money.

“I've learned a lot about the law
and find it intriguing. I've negoti-
ated a lot of pipeline easements over
the last 20-30 years, so I think I had
a pretty solid knowledge of what
pipeline companies are allowed to
do and what they’re not allowed to
do,” Hlavinka said. “I would rather
not have to go through this process
and gain this much knowledge about
the law, because it’s quite expensive.
The Enterprise-HSC folks have at
least four law firms working on this
project. With billion dollar earnings
every few months, the other side
has virtually unlimited financial re-
sources, but we are undeterred. ”

The Texas Supreme Court is ex-
pected to rule before its summer re-
cess.

“Now, it’s going to be ultimately
up to the Supreme Court to uphold
our constitutional rights which re-
quires that anyone using eminent

domain strictly conform to law and
that landowners receive adequate
and just compensation for the prop-
erty,” he said.
Private property rights

TFB has been advocating for emi-
nent domain reform and was suc-
cessful in the 87th Texas Legislature,
helping establish new legislation
to protect and improve landowner
rights in negotiations with entities
using eminent domain authority.

“Landowners shouldn’t have to
spend as much time and money as
Mr. Hlavinka just to get a company
claiming eminent domain authority
to offer what’s right and fair. That’s
why we filed an amicus brief, be-
cause helping in this case can help E
determine how future cases are set- ;
tled,” Regan Beck, TFB director of X
Government Affairs, said. “The First £
Court of Appeals’ opinion reinforced
the importance of property rights
and that landowners have a right to
a fair process to determine adequate
compensation for the taking of their
land.”

Hlavinka said he’s heard from .
other landowners and lawyers who &
have used his case in mediation ef-
forts to reach a settlement.

For more information on eminent
domain resources, visit texasfarm-

bureau.org/eminentdomain.
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Supreme Court to hear case challenging Prop 12

The U.S. Supreme Court will hear
a case against California’s Proposi-
tion 12 filed by the American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF) and the
National Pork Producers Council
(NPPC).

California’s Proposition 12 seeks
to ban the sale of pork from hogs
that don’t meet the state’s new
production standards, even if the
pork was raised on farms outside of
California. The rule states that any
whole pork meat from hogs born of
sows not housed in conformity with
the law cannot be sold in the state
of California, regardless of whether
the animal was raised in-state or
out-of-state.

“AFBF is pleased with the Su-
preme Court’s decision to consider
the constitutionality of California’s
law imposing arbitrary require-

ments on farmers well outside its
borders. We share California’s goal
of ensuring animals are well cared
for, but Prop 12 fails to advance that
goal,” AFBF President Zippy Duvall
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Offers end soon> Stop in today or visit nhoffers.com.
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New Holland compact tractors are roomy, easy to operate and powerful enough for everyday
jobs or weekend-warrior projects. And now save on select models. Available from 24 to 55 gross
hp, a New Holland compact makes short work of the longest to-do list. Give one a try, like a
WORKMASTER™ compact tractor. It redefines value with fuel-saving power, big-tractor strength,
and long, trouble-free life—all backed by a six-year warranty. Put more

"For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by C(NH Industrial Capital America LLC or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd.
See your participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this
rate orterm. CNH Industrial Capital America LLCand C(NH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. standard terms and conditions apply. Canada Example: The interest rate will be 0%
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said. “We look forward to presenting
the facts to the court, including how
Prop 12 hamstrings farmers’ efforts
to provide a safe environment for
their animals, while harming small
family farms and raising pork prices
across the country. One state’s mis-
guided law should not dictate farm-
ing practices for an entire nation.”

The law’s effective date was de-
layed until July, according to an or-
der issued in January by a Califor-
nia judge.

AFBF and NPPC noted Prop 12
has far-reaching consequences and
could potentially “drive smaller hog
farmers out of business and under-
mine the overall global competitive-
ness of the U.S. pork industry.”

NPPC has fought against the bal-
lot initiative since it was approved
in November 2018, arguing at the
U.S. district and appellate court lev-
els that Prop 12 violates the Con-
stitution’s Commerce Clause, which
grants Congress the power to regu-
late trade among the states and lim-

TY

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR
AND EQUIP. INC.
800-717-3157
collinstractorande-
quipment.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON
COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.
830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

TAYLOR
WILLIAMSON
COUNTY EQ. CO.
INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

VICTORIA
VICTORIA FARM EQ.
CO, INC.
361-573-2497
victoriafarmeg.com

(52,082.42.Th

payable

will be ($24,989.04, which indudes finance charges of (50. Taxes, freight, setup, delivery, additional options or attachments not induded in suggested retail price. Offer is nontransferable. Offer subject to
change or cancellation without notice. 2Cash back amounts vary and are applied at time of sale. Cash back offers are only available when financing purchase with CNH Industrial Capital America LLC or (NH
Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. 30ffers end June 30, 2022; subject to change or cancellation without notice. © 2022 (NH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland are
trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V. its subsidiaries or affiliates.

its the ability of states to regulate
commerce outside their borders.

“Supporters of Proposition 12
claimed it would improve animal
welfare and food safety. The law fails
to address either of those issues,”
Duvall said. “Farmers know the
best way to care for their animals.
This law takes away the flexibility
to ensure hogs are raised in a safe
environment while driving up the
cost of providing food for America’s
families.”

The California Department of
Food and Agriculture admitted the
initiative will have no effect on food
safety and actually will increase the
mortality rate for sows subjected to
it.

“We are extremely pleased that
the Supreme Court will consider the
constitutionality of Proposition 12,
in which California seeks to impose
regulations targeting farming prac-
tices outside its borders that would
stifle interstate and international
commerce,” NPPC President Terry
Wolters said.
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Texas Farm Bureau Summer Conference to be held June 20-22

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The Texas Farm Bureau (TFB)
Summer Conference, set for June
20-22 in Marble Falls, offers farmers
and ranchers from across the state
the opportunity to catch up on the
latest in Texas agriculture.

“This year’s conference will cover
current topics and give Farm Bureau
members a chance to discuss various
issues facing agriculture in the state
and the nation. Industry experts will
be on hand to share their knowledge,
too,” TFB Director of Government
Affairs Regan Beck said.

TFB’s commodity advisory com-
mittees will meet during the sum-
mer conference to discuss current
issues and possible solutions related
to agricultural commodities in the
state.

Registration for the conference
begins at 9 a.m. on Monday, June 20,
with a welcome dinner that evening
at 6 p.m.

Tuesday, June 21, will be an all-

day event with a group lunch. The
conference will wrap up on Wednes-
day, June 22.

“This annual conference is a way
for our members to stay up to date
on commodity and regulatory activi-

ties, as well as emerging issues in
agriculture,” Beck said.

A tentative agenda and room res-
ervation form are available at texas-

farmbureau.org.
The deadline for room reserva-

tions is May 13, and rooms must be
cancelled by June 13 to avoid cancel-
lation penalties.

Contact Betsy Simon at bsimon@
txfb.org or 254-741-2624 with ques-
tions about reservations.

Save on Beef Cattle Short Course registration fee

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) mem-
bers can save on the registration fee
for the 68th annual Texas A&M Beef
Cattle Short Course in College Sta-
tion Aug. 1-3.

Registration for the event is $240
for those attending in person and
$160 online. The prices go up after
July 27.

TFB members will receive $20 off
the in-person and virtual registra-
tions.

The discount is applied at regis-
tration when you use the code TXFB.

“This annual event covers anim-
nal health, reproduction, genetics,

forage production and many other
relevant topics to today’s cattle pro-
ducers,” Tracy Tomascik, TFB as-
sociate director of Commodity and
Regulatory Activities, said.

The three-day event will include
more than 20 sessions covering ba-
sic practices, new technologies and
hot topics. Live demonstrations and
a trade show exhibit, as well as the
traditional prime rib dinner, will
also be part of the short course.

More than 2,000 ranchers, beef
industry representatives and ex-
hibitors are expected to attend this
year’s event.

A number of pesticide CEUs
and veterinarian CEUs also will be

available to attendees.

The short course is hosted by Texas
A&M Agrilife Extension Service
and the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences Department of Animal
Science at Texas A&M University.

For more details on the Beef Cat-
tle Short Course and to register, vis-
it beefcattleshortcourse.com or call
979-845-6931.

Contact Tomascik at ttomascik@
txfb.org or 254-751-2266 with ques-
tions regarding the TFB member
discount.

For a full list of benefits and ser-
vices available to TFB members,

visit texasfarmbureau.org/member-
benefits.
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Hay, feed donations pour in for ranchers with wildfire losses

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Donations of hay, feed and fencing
supplies arrived by the truckload for
farmers and ranchers affected by
the wildfires in March and April.

Some donations came from fellow
Texans and others from farmers and
ranchers across the country.

And county Farm Bureaus were
doing their part to help, too.

Karnes County
donations

Harley Jarzombek, a young Farm
Bureau member in high school,
helped coordinate hay donations
from Karnes County.

Truckloads of hay traveled over
300 miles to Eastland County to
help neighbors in need.

“When we found out about all
these fires up in North Central Texas,
I knew right away I wanted to do
something to help, because they're
our family in the end,” she said in an
interview with the Texas Farm Bu-
reau Radio Network. “So, me and my
parents put together a hay drive.”

They found hay. They found
trucks. And they found drivers. All
with the same goal in mind—help
farmers and ranchers suffering from
the wildfires.

“We're just trying to help out the
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Harley Jarzombek helps strap down a load of hay headed for Eastland County. Kenworth Krause delivered a load of hay from Karnes County to Eastland

people who need it most,” she said.
“They need rain and hay. We can’t
give them rain, but we can give them
hay.”

Karnes County Farm Bureau
made a financial commitment to
transport the hay. The county donat-
ed $2,400, and that covered the fuel
cost for four semi-trucks to haul hay
to Eastland County.

Jarzombek is also putting togeth-
er a load of feed from cash donations
she collected.

“There are a lot of different or-
ganizations and a lot of different
people helping to get hay and feed
and supplies up to Eastland Coun-
ty,” Jarzombek said. “My family and
I and the people of Karnes County
wanted to help, too.”

What remains in Eastland Coun-
ty and in other counties across the
state is devastation. But this trag-
edy, Jarzombek said, shows the gen-
erosity of farmers and ranchers and
of agricultural organizations—each
working to help those in need.

Anderson County
donations

Many ranchers in Glen Cove in
Coleman County lost grazing, farm
equipment and hay to a wildfire
that burned about 8,100 acres.

They received an outpouring

\

of support from Anderson County
Farm Bureau members.

Donations of hay and cattle feed
were trucked from Palestine to Glen
Cove—roughly 265 miles apart.

“We put together 84 round bales
of hay and six tons of range cubes,
and our county board paid for the
bill with some help from other Farm
Bureau members in the county,” Ted
Britton, Anderson County Farm Bu-
reau president, said.

Much of Texas is in a drought

and input costs for hay—fertilizer,
equipment and herbicides—are high
right now. But that didn’t stop Farm
Bureau members from helping each
other.

“All of a sudden, farmers and
ranchers in Glen Cove needed help,
and it showed up,” Keith Phillips,
Coleman County Farm Bureau
president, said. “This shows what
kind of a family Texas Farm Bureau
is. We're just one big family here to
help each other, especially now.”

Harley Jarzombek and her dad, Gary Jarzombek, present a check for fuel on
behalf of Karnes County Farm Bureau to Kenworth Krause (left), one of the
drivers who hauled the donated hay. Courtesy photo.

She spearheaded one of the donation efforts in the area. Photo courtesy Gary County in April to help wildfire victims. Photo courtesy of Krause at the

S Jarzombek.

donation site in Eastland County.



Anderson County Farm Bureau and members helped cover the costs for hay
and feed donations to wildfire victims in Glen Cove.

The relationship between the
two counties goes back to a recent
Farm Bureau meeting that Britton
and Phillips both attended, and they
stayed in contact since then.

“I gave him a call to see if they
were okay, if they were affected
by the fires,” Britton said. “They
weren’t, but he said a lot of their
neighbors were, and he started tell-
ing me about the loss of homes, loss
of cattle and loss of grazing. So, I

asked him, ‘what do you need?”

Phillips made some phone calls
and relayed the needs to Britton—
cattle feed and hay.

Anderson County Farm Bureau
board members and individuals in
and around Palestine jumped into
action. Donations of hay, cattle feed
and money to help finance the trip
came pouring in.

“We hate that they had the fires,
but we are glad that we could help

Members of Anderson County Farm Bureau and Coleman County Farm Bureau
posed for a picture at the donation site. Courtesy photo.

them in their time of need,” Britton
said.

Two different areas of Texas were
connected by helping hands, hearts
and trailers.

“It’s difficult to recover from these
fires but seeing other Farm Bureau
friends ready to help those affected
was truly something,” Phillips said.
“I have never experienced anything
like this before, and I was proud to
be a part of it.”

Statewide donations

Other county Farm Bureaus, in-
dividuals and organizations have
helped collect and distribute feed,
hay and fencing supplies to Texas
farmers and ranchers affected by
the devastating losses.

Texas Farm Bureau is still ac-
cepting donations to the West Texas
Wildfire Relief Fund. Donations can
be made online at texasfarmbureau.
org/wildfire-relief-fund.

Texas Farm Bureau wildfire relief fund applications due May 31

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Homes, barns, equipment and
more were destroyed, and livestock
were lost in the wildfires earlier this
year.

Farmers and ranchers affected by
the wildfires can apply for unreim-
bursed agricultural losses through
TFB’s West Texas Wildfire Relief
Fund. Applications, which can be
found on the relief fund webpage,
are due May 31.

“We encourage farmers and
ranchers who suffered losses from
these devastating wildfires to apply
for assistance through Farm Bu-
reau’s relief fund,” TFB President
Russell Boening said. “We don’t
know the full extent of the damage
caused by the fires, but it will be sig-
nificant.”

Completed applications can be
returned to county Farm Bureau of-

fices or to the Texas Farm Bureau
Agriculture Research and Educa-
tion Foundation, West Texas Wild-
fire Relief Committee, P.O. Box
2689, Waco, Texas 76702-2689. In-
clude “Attention: Chris Daughtery”
on the envelope.

TFB established the relief fund in
March to collect monetary donations
to aid in the relief effort following
the devastation from the wildfires.

Dry, windy conditions fueled the
fires, and the risk for fire danger is
still high as drought conditions per-
sist.

“We know many farms and ranch-
es were hit hard by the wildfires,”
Boening said. “A lot of our members,
friends of agriculture and other or-
ganizations have helped raise money
through our foundation to help farm-
ers and ranchers cover unreimbursed
agricultural losses.”

TFB is still accepting monetary do-

Applications for assistance from Texas Farm Bureau’s West Texas Wildfire
Relief Fund are due May 31. Photo courtesy Sam Snyder.

nations through the Texas Agriculture
Research and Education Foundation.
Contributions are tax-deductible, and
all funds collected will be distributed.
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Vampire bats could move into Texas from Mexico

Vampire bats are mainly found
in Mexico and Central and South
America, but their habitat has been
expanding north into the U.S. over
the past few years.

In Mexico, vampire bats cause
about $47 million a year in dam-
ages through livestock predation
and public health risk concerns. The
warm-blooded flying mammals are
particularly attracted to cattle, ac-
cording to Dr. Joanne Maki, a rabies
expert and technical director for the
North American Veterinary Public
Health group at Boehringer Ingel-
heim Animal Health.

“It also feeds on other livestock,
but primarily cattle, and those ani-
mals suffer because of the blood
meals being taken,” Maki said in an
interview with the Texas Farm Bu-
reau Radio Network. “Not only are
those animals at risk for potentially
having rabies transmitted by the bite
of a vampire bat, but due to the blood
meal the vampire bat consumes, it
stresses the cattle or stresses the

horse, and you see a decrease in that
animal’s production levels.”

Since the vampire bat has been de-
tected as close as 35-40 miles south
of the Texas-Mexico border, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
and other governmental agencies
have increased surveillance.

Maki noted feedlots, farms and
wild animal habitats are being sur-
veyed for signs of vampire bat feed-
ing.

“If someone has an animal with
an atypical bite wound, such as on
the ears or neck or withers where
vampire bats feed, [USDA’s] Wild-
life Services wants to know about
it,” she said. “The Texas Department
of State Health Services should also
have more information about the
surveillance program, awareness
and resources for people interested
in learning more.”

The rabies case-reporting system
in Texas is linked with federal infor-
mation, which helps equip the Lone
Star State to handle a potential

vampire bat spread, Maki said.
Signs and symptoms
of rabies in animals

In animals, rabies manifests in
one of two forms: furious and para-
Iytic. Maki noted the form is influ-
enced by the animal species.

“Dogs and cats quite often get the
furious form of rabies, the typical
thing we think of when we think ‘ra-
bid animal.” Foxes can also become
very aggressive, lose their fear of
humans and attack and bite them,”
she said. “But the other form, para-
lytic or ‘dumb,’ is when the rabies vi-
rus basically causes paralysis in an
animal, and they’re showing neuro-
logical symptoms like staggering or
weaving around during the daytime
when that wildlife species would
normally be out only at night.”

Other animals with paralytic ra-
bies may hide under vehicles or in
sheds or other places around homes
and businesses because they’re sick
and have lost their innate sense of
self-preservation. Maki said this
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Vampire bats have been expanding
their habitat north over the past few
years. Photo courtesy USDA.

form can be even more dangerous to
humans because people may think
the animal needs help and approach
it.

“Cattle often get the paralytic form.
But since there are a lot of different
diseases that can cause neurological
symptoms in livestock, we want to be
sure livestock owners are aware that
rabies may be the issue,” she said.
“Recumbency, not being able to rise,
weakness in the hind legs, stumbling,
hitting the head on a fence—those
are not normal behaviors for a cow.
Livestock producers should associate
these signs with rabies, especially in
unvaccinated animals or those with
lapsed vaccinations, so they do not
end up exposing themselves while
handling that sick animal.”

Maki advises ranchers to contact
a veterinarian immediately if they
notice livestock exhibiting these
symptoms. Veterinarians are best
qualified to make preliminary dif-
ferential diagnoses between rabies
or other issues while handling the
animal safely.

“If you’re bitten and the animal is
rabid, the post-exposure prophylaxis
is expensive. The technology has
changed and the number of doses of
vaccine you would receive are not as
plentiful or as painful in the past,
but it’s still expensive,” Maki said.

Ecologists and other scientists are
working on both sides of the border
to monitor vampire bats and provide
timely information, she added.

Get more information on the
USDA APHIS Rabies National Man-
agement Program’s webpage on

aphis.usda.gov.



Report highlights food, agriculture impact on U.S. economy

A new Feeding the Economy re-
port shows just how vital the U.S.
food and agriculture sectors are to
fueling the Texas and American
economies.

A study commissioned by 30 food
and agricultural groups, including
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (AFBF), found food and agricul-
ture supports more than 43 million
jobs and contributes $7.43 trillion to
the U.S. economy each year.

The report, which was released
this spring, is a historic farm-to-fork
economic analysis that shows how
these sectors influence the local and
broader U.S. economies. It also show-
cases the resiliency and strength of
both sectors.

“American agriculture is really
the foundation of our lives and our
economy,” AFBF Chief Economist
Roger Cryan said.

This study reveals the numbers
of these indispensable sectors, he
noted.

Amidst the global supply chain
and inflation crises, these sectors
exported $182.91 billion worth of
goods, helping the U.S. maintain its
position as a leading player in global
agriculture.

In 2021, these sectors contributed

The Feeding the Economy study underscores the resiliency and strength of America’s food and agriculture sectors.
Two years into the COVID-19 pandemic, both sectors continue to add jobs, provide safe food and feed the U.S. economy
in the face of global supply chain challenges and more.

a total of $3.01 trillion to the U.S.
economy.

In Texas, the economic impacts
are Lone-Star big. Food and agricul-
ture provides four million jobs and
$194.2 billion in wages. Total output
for the Texas sectors was $631 bil-
lion.

To measure the total economic
impact of the sectors, the analysis
also includes the direct and indirect
economic activity surrounding these
industries, capturing both upstream
and downstream activity.

For example, when a farm equip-
ment retailer hires new employees
because farmers are buying more
tractors, experts consider the new
salaries an indirect impact. Simi-
larly, when a retail associate spends
a paycheck, an induced economic
impact occurs. Together, these have
a multiplier effect on the already
formidable direct impact of food and
agriculture.

“Restaurants and the agricultural
community are inextricably linked.
Together, we support the communi-

ties we call home with fresh ingredi-
ents and nutritious meals. America’s
farmers and ranchers provide safe
and abundant food options to more
than one million restaurant loca-
tions, and we’re looking forward to
continuing our strong partnership
as the restaurant and foodservice
industry continues its recovery,” said
Marvin Irby, interim president and
CEO of the National Restaurant As-
sociation.

The full report is available at

FeedingTheEconomy.com.
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So Vermeer got to work to design the latest baler — the 604R Premium. It starts with signature Vermeer components

and is designed to be strong with heavy chains, large tires and doors that are strong as steel (because that’s what they
are). With a 19% increase in baling speed and capacity compared to the 604R Signature baler, it also can produce a bale
approximately 30% denser than the 604R Classic and Signature balers. And finally, a baler with smart and sensible features

such as auto-eject and a net lift system. The 604R Premium baler is primed for productivity.

CROCKETT
COLLINS TRACTOR AND EQUIP. INC.
800-717-3157
collinstractorandequipment.com

LONGVIEW
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT SALES &
SERVICE, INC.
903-663-0282

320% ‘9 VN

SULPHUR SPRINGS

FARM COUNTRY, INC.
903-885-7561

farmcountry-inc.com

Vermeer

Y

TINLTNOIYOY SVXHT,

LT




Young farmers, ranchers appointed to state advisory committee

Twenty-three young producers
were appointed to Texas Farm Bu-
reau’s 2022 Young Farmer & Rancher
Advisory Committee.

An individual or a couple from
each TFB district serve two years on
the committee. The district represen-
tatives are named by TFB President
Russell Boening.

Committee members are responsi-
ble for recommending, promoting and
evaluating programs and activities
that encourage young people to be-
come involved in Texas Farm Bureau
at the local, state and national levels.

“Leaders are needed for the future
of agriculture and Texas Farm Bureau.
This program can help us achieve that

because it provides young farmers,
ranchers and ag professionals with
opportunities for leadership develop-
ment, networking and personal and
professional growth,” Travis Wano-
reck, committee chair, said.

The committee plans the YF&R
Conference and Fall Tour each year,
as well as hosts various district events

and activities in the spring and sum-
mer.

Want to get involved or meet your
YF&R district committee representa-
tive? Check out the information below
or visit texasfarmbureau.org/YFR for
more information.

Please note Districts 6 and 10 are
currently vacant.

Meet the Texas Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Advisory Committee.

District 1
Landon and Brianna Friemel
Landon and Brianna Friemel farm cotton, wheat, corn
and sorghum and raise cattle with Landon’s brother
through their business, Rockin L. Enterprises. Landon and
his brother also own a metal fabrication shop and run a
custom swathing and manure-spreading business. Brianna
runs a home-based jewelry design company and is a part-
ner in an event venue. They have three children: Madisyn, Masyn and Mason.

District 2

Alton and Adrienne Synatschk
Alton and Adrienne Synatschk grow corn, cotton, grain
- sorghum and wheat in the Texas Panhandle. In addition to
hy/ the row crops, they raise stocker cattle, maintain a cow-calf
" herd and operate several custom businesses—spraying,
swathing and trucking. Alton also farms in a separate part-
nership with his two brothers, and Adrienne is a teacher.

The couple has four children: Emilee, Bailee, Kylee and Brantley.

District 3
Colby and Allison White

Colby and Allison White are the sixth generation to farm
peanuts, wheat and cotton in Wilbarger County. They farm
with Colby’s dad and granddad on the multi-generational
family farm. Allison helps out by bringing meals to the farm
and is the Vernon High School cheer coach. They hope to
pass on the family farming legacy to their three children:
Hayslee, Drayson and Coburn.

District 4
Brandon and Kaitlyn Boerner

Brandon and Kaitlyn Boerner are part owners and
operators of their family’s fifth-generation farm. They
grow wheat, peanuts and oats alongside Brandon’s family
in Grayson and Hunt counties. The couple also manages
their cow-calf herd. In addition to farming and ranching,
Brandon works for SMA, Inc. - America’s Ag Parts Supplier,
« and Kaitlyn is a veterinarian at a local animal practice.
—

District 5
Patrick and Lacey Williams

Patrick and Lacey Williams are fourth-generation farm-
ers in East Texas. They specialize in hay production using
sprig cultivation and liquid fertilization with weed and pest
control. They have a small cow-calf herd and work with
Patrick’s brothers for feed and pasture production for their
cattle. Lacey assists with the farm and is a registered nurse
specializing in labor and delivery.

District 7
Jacob and Laura Henson

Jacob and Laura Henson are part owners in an Angus-
cross commercial cattle herd and help operate Laura’s
family’s farm, white-tailed deer ranch and silage harvest-
ing business. Jacob works for Infinity Firearms, and Laura
is an instructor at Tarleton State University and owns
the small-business marketing company Laura Henson
Designs. They have one daughter: Ashton.

District 8
Heston and Stevie McBride

Heston and Stevie McBride are the owners and operators
of AgroTech, an agricultural service business that provides
liquid feed, custom hay services, herbicide application,
agricultural equipment rentals, dyed diesel and more to
farmers and ranchers in the Lampasas area. The young
couple also manages a cow-calf herd and grows hay. They
have one son: Hetch.

District 9
Preston Loggins

Preston Loggins graduated from Texas A&M Uni-
versity with a degree in agricultural leadership and
development and a minor in agronomy. During college,
he served as an intern in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Loggins is the incoming chairman of the Angelina
County Barrow show and serves as an Angelina County
Youth Fair board member.



District 11
Kevin and Jackie Seawright

Kevin and Jackie Seawright are first-generation swine
farmers. They own and manage Right Track Farms, where
they breed show and meat market pigs. They have expanded
their farm to include vegetables and chemical amino acid/
protein application. Kevin is also an agronomist and man-
ages environmental compliance for K3BMI, and Jackie is
a quality assurance and food safety manager at Colorado County Rice Mill,
Inc. They have one son: Jackson.

District 12
Matthew & Breanna Krueger

Matthew and Breanna Krueger raise commercial cattle,
grow winter oats and harvest Sudan and irrigated coastal
Bermudagrass in Bexar County. In addition to their farm
and ranch, the couple manages a custom hay and harvest
business. Matthew is a full-time farmer, and Breanna works
as a fuels analyst at a local utility company. Together, they
are working to care for their land and livestock. Matthew and Breanna live
in Stockdale with their son Stetson.

District 13
Travis and Bethany Wanoreck

Travis and Bethany Wanoreck are first-generation farm-
ers who grow cotton, grain sorghum and wheat in Bee, Jim
Wells and Nueces counties. They also custom sow wheat
and custom harvest cotton. The couple implements mini-
mum tillage and strip-till practices on their farms to help
reduce soil erosion and increase organic matter. Bethany, a
registered nurse, is the district nurse at Orange Grove ISD. The couple has
three children: Wyatt, Brynlee and Taryn.

Ex-officio
Eric and Alisha Schwertner

Eric and Alisha Schwertner grow cotton, corn, sorghum
and wheat. They grow hay for their cow-calf herd, and Eric
owns and operates a custom cotton harvesting business.
Alisha is a product manager for John Deere. The couple
has three boys: Lane, Caleb, and Eli. The Schwertners are
currently serving their second year on the AFBF YF&R
Committee. Alisha was elected the 2022 committee chair and is the first from
Texas to lead the national committee.

Have an interest in Texas Farm Bureau's
Young Farmer & Rancher programs and activities?

Visit texasfarmbureau.org/YFR for more information!

Is Your Pond Leaking?-You need...

Texas Sodium Bentonite

e Tank sealant-Landfill-Sewage Lagoon-Dairy Lagoon
Ponds-Dams-Canals-Dust Control on Highways

e Sodium Bentonite swells 15-18 times it's dry size when
wetted, either by water or other liquids.

e It fills the tiny veids in porous ground that water or
other chemicals would ordinarily seep through.

o It does not affect the water and in most cases can be
easily applied with your present equipment.

e Product approved by County Extension Service and
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Literature is available

e Lab reports conducted by Texas A&M University
and labs at College Station, TX shows proof of
the quality of our products

In actual field tests, water seepage has been
reduced up to 94%
Texas Sodium Bentonite is the most effective, low-cost method of

treating porous soils.
Sodium Bentonite is a “Natural Product”, environmentally safe
and will not harm fish, livestock or wildlife.
George Burton, President
Texas Sodium Bentonite, Inc.

Consultation and

18301 Hwy 16 South, Comanche, TX 76442 Literature available
1-325-885-2339 Office/Home Bulk & Quantity Rates
1-325-885-2138 Fax www.texassodiumbentonite.com
1-254-842-7912 Mobile info@texassodiumbentonite.com

te \,_—46’6’( z T % >
The TM610/TM710/TM810 trailed mowers offer simplicity. The hookup procedure is straightforward; after the hitch,

PTO and hydraulics are connected it’s ready to go to the field. Toolless adjustments allow users to set the suspension
between fields. The Quick-Clip® blade retention system lives up to its name. Horsepower requirements (TM610: 50
hp [37.3 kW]) are an average 20 percent lower than comparable 3-point disc mowers.
ALICE STAR
EDGARS FARM EQUIP. & SERVICE MOORE'S SERVICE CENTER
361-664-5022 325-948-3595
361-227-0916 mooresservicecenter.com
LONGVIEW SULPHUR SPRINGS
LONGVIEW EQUIPMENT SALES & FARM COUNTRY, INC.
SERVICE, INC. 903-885-7561
903-663-0282 farmcountry-inc.com

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing at
any time without notice or obligation. Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to
their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on machine specifications. Vermeer, the Vermeer and Quick-Clip are
trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2018 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

3303 ‘9 &N

TINLTNOIYOY SVXHT,

61



Mike Atkinson grows over 60 different vegetables year round on his family’s fourth-generation farm outside of Houston.

Fields of Spring yield fruits, vegetables for Houston neighbors

By Julie Tomascik
Editor
From strawberries to blueberries
and collards to kale, Mike Atkinson’s
fields yield a bountiful harvest for
his Houston neighbors.
His farm in Spring, on the out-
skirts of Houston, thrives despite
urban encroachment.
“When we came here in 1961, I'd
tell everybody we’re a mile-and-a-
half from 1-45, and we’re the third
house on the left. Now, we're the
Qthird million house on the left,” he
asaid. “There’s not much farmland
Pleft. Farmland in Klein and Spring
gis all good farmland, and a lot of the

good farmland in this part of the

world is covered up with houses and
»concrete, roads, people and apart-
2 ments.”

But the houses upon houses in the
surrounding subdivisions also bring
opportunity for Mike and his family.

The fruits and vegetables they
grow are sold to local restaurants
and in a market on their farm. They
S also have strawberries and blueber-

TExAs AGRICULTUR

ries for families to come out and pick
on their own.

“It’s fun to see the families come
out, and we do tours here all the
time, too. A lot of times people re-
ally don’t understand when they’ve
lived in the concrete jungle of Harris
County, they don’t understand what
it’s like to come to a farm. They think
potatoes grow on a tree. They don’t
know carrots grow underneath the
ground,” Atkinson, a Harris County
Farm Bureau member, said. “There’s
a lot of things that a lot of the inner-
city people do not understand. It’s
a cultural shock to them when they
come to the farm. Theyll say they
didn’t know all of this took place so
close to Houston.”

In the spring, Atkinson grows
strawberries and then transitions
to tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cu-
cumbers and squash, among others.

He grows broccoli, collards, mus-
tard, turnips, kale, spinach, beets,
radishes and many more vegetables
in the fall.

Atkinson and his employees har-

Atkinson and his employees harvest the crops by hand and then deliver to
local restaurants.

vest everything by hand and deliver it
to stores and restaurants in the area.

“We sell to 22, and we are really
not looking to get any more. That’s
all we can do,” he said. “We want to
give real good service to the restau-
rants that we do have. That’s a main
thing. We'’re service-oriented.”

It’s a quick turnaround from field
to local restaurants.

“What we harvest today, we’ll

take to the restaurants first thing
in the morning. Everything is picked
today and sold tomorrow, and even
a lot of times, it’s picked today and
sold today,” he said.

But they are working to transi-
tion to more u-pick and agritourism
opportunities, as well as the on-farm
market, and away from the bulk
wholesale produce.

They started the market in 2004.



P2

The Atkinsons offer u-pick strawberries and blueberries. They also host tours to help their Houston neighbors connect to agriculture.

“It was my wife’s idea,” he said.
“Every year, it’s kind of gotten big-
ger and bigger.”

Expanding the on-farm market
and u-pick options will offer some
flexibility to Atkinson and his crew.

“We'’re leaning to get a little more
from the bulk wholesale produce
into the u-pick and the agritourism
part of people coming here directly
to the farm and purchasing stuff
here,” he said. “It’s easier for us. We
don’t have to worry about driving
down the road and going anywhere.
We can get a lot more done in a day’s
time if we’re here at the farm.”
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The vegetables are delivered fresh to
local restaurants.

And with the increasing costs for
fuel, fertilizer and seed, Atkinson
is looking for ways to maximize his
productivity.

Last year, Atkinson paid about
$450-$500 a ton for fertilizer.

“Now, it’s over $1,200 a ton. It’s
tripled in price,” he said.

And fuel costs are climbing, too.

“Last year, we were running
through $2,000 worth of fuel a
month, and now we’re running
through $5,000 worth of fuel a
month,” he said. “We’re doing the
same thing. We’re not doing any
more. It’s just the cost has gone up,

and anything that we have to get
shipped in here to use is just an as-
tronomical amount in freight.”

But despite the challenges that
urban sprawl and increased produc-
tion costs bring, Atkinson doesn’t
want to do anything else other than
farm.

“It’s all I've ever done. I don’t
know what it’d be like to do any-
thing else,” he said. It’s hard, but
like I say, that’s all I've ever done.
I won’t ask anybody who works for
me to do anything that I haven’t
done. I guess in business, no mat-
ter what, you got to start out at the

bottom and work your way to the
top. This day in time, I'd rather be
out here harvesting by hand. I don’t
care how hot it is. I don’t care what
we're picking—cucumbers, toma-
toes, watermelons. I don’t care what
it is. I'd rather be out there than all
the other stuff that I have to deal
with on a daily basis about getting
fertilizer, ordering this, taking care
of this, writing this, going there, do-
ing this.”

To put it simply, Anderson likes
being a farmer, and his Houston
neighbors and customers appreci-
ate what he brings to their tables.
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Atkinson Farms is surrounded by homes in Spring, which is a suburb of Houston. Mike Atkinson farms with his wife,
Do

Theresa, and their son, Bobby.
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Stress assistance available for ag communities

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Those in the agriculture, forestry
and commercial fishing industries
continually face high levels of stress,
and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention noted suicide rates
are higher for the agricultural com-
munity.

To help address the need for
stress assistance within the agri-
cultural community, the Southwest
Center for Agriculture Health, In-
jury Prevention, and Education (SW
Ag Center) partnered with AgriSafe
Network and the Texas Department
of Agriculture to launch resources.

Those resources are available on
the SW Ag Center webpage at uthct.
edu.

The AgriStress Helpline for Tex-
ans also launched, and those who
wish to access it for immediate as-
sistance can call 833-897-2474.

Not only is it crucial for the ag-
riculture, forestry and commercial
fishing industries to have resources

e
-

A new AgriStress Helpline was launched specifically for Texas. Farmers,
ranchers, landowners, ag professionals and others can call 833-897-2474 for
assistance.

at their disposal during a crisis but
to also know what stress looks like
in themselves and others, the SW Ag
Center said.

“Simply put, essential workers
need essential mental health re-
sources. Yet, when resources are
made available, some rural resi-
dents do not access them due to bar-
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riers like cost, location and stigma,’
a SW Ag Center news release stated.

A study recently released by the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion noted a majority of rural adults
(52%) and farmers/farm workers
(61%) are experiencing more stress
and mental health challenges com-
pared to a year ago, and they are

Covert uFoEi

seeking care because of increased
stress.

The study showed the stigma
around seeking help or treatment
for mental health has decreased, but
it remains a factor, particularly in
agriculture.

“It’s up to each of us to keep look-
ing out for our family, friends and
neighbors and let them know they’re
not alone when they feel the increas-
ing stress that comes with the daily
business of farming and ranching,”
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said
in a news release earlier this year.

Access the resources from the SW
Ag Center uthct.edu.

If you or someone you know is
struggling emotionally or has con-
cerns about their stress levels or
mental health, visit the Farm State
of Mind website at farmstateofmind.
org. Resources and contact informa-
tion are available for crisis hotlines,
treatment locators, tips for helping
someone in emotional pain and ways
to start a conversation and resourc-
es for managing stress, anxiety or
depression.
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Texas Farm Bureau offers new health coverage options to members

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) mem-
bers will have the opportunity to
find more affordable health care op-
tions for themselves and their fami-
lies.

Applications for the new Texas
Farm Bureau Health Plans will be
available beginning May 16, with
the benefits taking effect June 1,
2022.

“Texas Farm Bureau has always
been responsive to the needs of our
members,” TFB President Russell
Boening said. “We are proud to pro-
vide this option to our membership
through Texas Farm Bureau Health
Plans.”

The health plans include indi-
vidual and family plans, as well as
dental and vision coverage.

Each applicant will be individu-
ally rated based on their medical
history. This can result in offering
coverage for significantly less than
can currently be found in the health
care marketplace.

Finding affordable health care is
a challenge for TFB members, many
of whom are self-employed as farm-
ers or ranchers.

“Farmers, ranchers, those who
work on farms, agribusiness owners
and workers, rural entrepreneurs
and those who are small employers
have told us it is difficult to access
or afford traditional health plans,”
Si Cook, TFB executive director and
chief operating officer, said. “This is a
way to help our members, reduce un-
insured Texans, support rural hospi-
tals and make sure rural communities
have access to the same standards and
services as other parts of the state.”

TFB was established to serve its
members and offering these health
plans is another opportunity to do so,
Cook said.

“With members in all 254 counties,
we already have the organizational
structure in place to support the
sales and distribution of these plans,”
Cook said. “The resources and struc-
ture of state Farm Bureaus across
the nation have already proven this

The plans feature many standard health benefits, including:

B Office Visits

B Preventative, Routine and Wellness Services

B Outpatient and Rehabilitative Services

B Lab Work

B Emergency Room Services

B Maternity, Newborn and Pediatric Care

B Hospitalization

B Telemedicine

B Mental Health and Substance

Abuse Counseling and Treatment

W Prescription Drug Benefits

M Dental and Vision Coverage

is a successful and viable model, and
we know this can be a good option
for TFB members who need alterna-
tive health care coverage other than
what’s available to them today.”

The plans, which are a contrac-
tual agreement, will be overseen by
a third-party administrator and will
offer a grievance process equal to
the process required by the Afford-
able Care Act. Any person feeling ag-
grieved may file a complaint with the

Texas attorney general.

“It is important to note that TFB
Health Plans are not insurance and
that coverage through our plans is
only offered to members of our orga-
nization,” Cook said. “Creating TFB
Health Plans was a team effort with-
in the Farm Bureau family. It took a
lot of hard work and determination,
and we are proud of the results.”

A bill, HB 3924, allowing TFB to
use its statewide infrastructure to

provide health plans to members was
approved by the Texas Legislature
last year. There were several law-
makers in support of the bill, show-
ing the Legislature recognized the
need for more options.

Members will be able to apply for
the health plans starting May 16.

For more information on the
health plans and to receive a quote,
visit www.tfbhealthplans.com or call
877-500-0140.
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*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on the purchase or
lease of an eligible new 2021/2022/2023 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty®. This incentive is not available on F-150 Lightning, F-150 Raptor, F-650 and F-750 Super
Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply.

TEXAS AGRICULTURE

Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2023. Visit
FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #38326



We value our long-standing
partnership with Farm Bureau
and are proud to offer you
exclusive savings.

AMARILLO

GENE MESSER FORD OF AMARILLO

806-355-7471
www.messerfordamarillo.com

AMARILLO
TRI-STATE FORD
806-376-4911
www.tri-stateford.com

ANSON

LAWRENCE HALL FORD INC.

325-823-3211
www.lawrencehallford.com

BIG SPRING
BIG SPRING FORD, INC.
432-267-7424
www.bigspringford.com

CALDWELL
BUD CROSS FORD
979-567-4621
www.budcrossfordtx.com

CARTHAGE
EXCEL FORD LINCOLN, LP
888-693-3821
www.excelford.net

COLUMBUS
CAVENDER FORD
855-874-2232
www.cavenderford.com

COMANCHE

BAYER FORD

877-356-2707
www.bayerautogroup.com

DALHART
XIT FORD
806-244-8511
www.xitfordtrucks.com

DEVINE
CHAPARRAL FORD INC.
830-665-4461
www.chapfordsales.com

DICKINSON
MCREE FORD, INC.
800-753-1936
www.mcreeford.com

DUMAS
PIKE FORD OF DUMAS
806-935-4163
www.pikefordofdumas.com

EASTLAND
STANLEY FORD EASTLAND
888-486-9896
www.stanleyautogroup.com

EL CAMPO
VONDERAU FORD
888-409-6128
www.vonderauford.com

GRAHAM
BAILEY AUTO PLAZA
940-549-1313
www.baileyautoplaza.com

GRANBURY
SHOTTENKIRK FORD OF
GRANBURY
817-279-5900
www.mikebrownford.net

HENDERSON
FAIRWAY FORD OF HENDERSON
903-657-2566
www.fairwayfordhenderson.net

HOUSTON
AUTONATION FORD GULF FREEWAY
713-371-4000
www.autonationfordgulffreeway.com

TEXAS FARM BUREAU’

FARM BUREAU 2%\

ADVANTAGE

HOUSTON
HELFMAN FORD, INC.
281-240-3673
www.helfmanford.net

HUTTO
COVERT FORD OF TAYLOR
512-759-1515
www.covertauto.com

KAUFMAN
PAUL MURREY FORD, INC.
972-962-2151
www.paulmurreyford.com

LAMPASAS
HOFFPAUIR FORD
800-460-4171
www.hford.com

MCKINNEY
BOB TOMES FORD
214-544-5001
www.bobtomesford.com

MIDLAND
ROGERS FORD LINCOLN
432-694-8801
www.rogersford.com

MISSION
SPIKES FORD
888-476-3704

www.spikesford.net

ROSENBERG
LEGACY FORD
832-612-3971
www.legacyford.com

SAN ANGELO
JIM BASS FORD, INC.
325-949-4621
www.bassbunch.com

SAN ANTONIO
NORTHSIDE FORD
210-525-9800
www.nsford.com

SAN MARCOS
GRIFFITH FORD SAN MARCOS
512-353-3673
www.griffithfordsanmarcos.com

SNYDER
WILSON MOTORS
800-545-5019
www.wilsonmotorstx.com

SWEETWATER
STANLEY FORD SWEETWATER
325-236-6355
www.stanleyautogroup.com

WACO
BIRD KULTGEN FORD
254-666-2473
www.bkford.com

WEST
SYKORA FAMILY FORD, INC.
254-826-3673
www.sykorafamilyford.com

WICHITA FALLS
WICHITA FALLS FORD LINCOLN
940-692-1121
www.wichitafallsford.net

WILLS POINT
WILLS POINT FORD
888-251-4814
www.willspointford.com

WINNSBORO
TEXAS COUNTRY FORD
903-342-3700
www.texascountryford.com
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Senate Ag Committee reviews cattle market reform legislation

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

The Senate Ag Committee held
a hearing April 26 to review and
discuss transparency and oversight
within cattle markets.

Producers and economic experts
testified as part of an industry wide
panel, and numerous cattle and
farm organizations, including the
American Farm Bureau Federation
(AFBF), submitted written com-
ments on the Cattle Price Discovery
and Transparency Act (S 4030).

The bill establishes regional man-
datory minimum thresholds of ne-
gotiated cash and negotiated grid
trades based on a region’s 18-month
average trade.

AFBF’s written comments outlined
the organization’s opposition to man-
datory minimum thresholds included
in the bill, which was authored by
Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Nebraska) and
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa).

“AFBF remains opposed to the

provisions included in Section 2 and
Section 7 specific to the establish-
ment of federal mandatory minimum
thresholds under which certain per-
centages of cattle are purchased. We
are also concerned that there is a
lack of economic evidence that sug-
gests mandatory negotiated pricing
raises prices for producers,” AFBF
President Zippy Duvall wrote.
Mandatory minimum negotiated
trade regulations have been a pri-
mary concern throughout the indus-
try over the last several years.
“Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) mem-
bers have been focused on this issue
since the Kansas packing plant fire
in the summer of 2019,” Laramie
Adams, TFB’s National Legislative
Director, said. “It’s an important
topic and TFB members have been
engaged in developing broadly sup-
ported policy and regulatory items
to improve cattle market transpar-
ency on state and national levels.”
The hearing comes after the bill

authors reworked the bill in re-
sponse to opposition from cattle pro-
ducers across the U.S. passing policy
that opposes mandated cash trade.

“TFB crafted and passed national
policy at the AFBF convention in
January that opposes any mandatory
purchase minimums through cash
bids,” Adams said. “The senators took
note of that but fell short of remov-
ing such language from S 4030. Many
studies from top economists at re-
nowned universities say this bill, as
written, will hurt the very cattlemen
and women it is intended to help.
We must not ignore the facts. We
will keep working on this issue, but
we must ensure the legislation that
passes actually helps producers.”

Economic analysis from industry
experts have repeatedly shown that
these provisions, no matter how well
intentioned, are likely to cost the
industry and decrease the value of
calves.

A report released by the Agri-

cultural and Food Policy Center at
Texas A&M University concluded
negotiated trade mandates are ex-
pected to have negative effects on
short-term cattle and calf prices.
The economists noted the report
showed the region that includes
Texas would see the greatest nega-
tive impact from the imposition of
mandatory trade minimums.

TFB and AFBF remain commit-
ted to working with Congress to find
solutions with broad industry sup-
port.

“As discussions surrounding cat-
tle markets and producer profitabil-
ity continue, AFBF looks forward to
working with the bill’s sponsors and
the Senate Agriculture Committee
to identify reasonable solutions that
benefit cattle producers nationwide,”
Duvall wrote. “AFBF encourages the
committee to consider alternative
language that promotes transpar-
ency and price discovery without a
federal mandate.”

Nominations open for 2023 Farm Bureau Farm Dog of the Year

Farmers and ranchers are invited
to submit nominations for the 2023
Farm Bureau Farm Dog of the Year
contest, supported by Purina.

This is the fifth year of the con-
test, which celebrates farm dogs and
the many ways they support farm-
ers and ranchers in producing nutri-
tious food for families and their pets
across America.

The grand prize winner—Farm
Bureau Farm Dog of the Year—will

N . .

Swin a year’s worth of Purina dog

gfood and $5,000 in prize money.

z The winner will be recognized at

=~ a Farm Dog of the Year award cere-
mony at the American Farm Bureau
Federation Convention in January

E
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Up to four regional runners-up

will each win $1,000 in prize money.

The 2023 Farm Dog of the Year

= will also be featured in a profession-
& ally produced video.

Scientific research insights from

a collaboration between Mayo Clinic

& and Purina reveal that interacting

S AGRICULTUR

with pets can provide health ben-
efits. For example, after spending
just 20 minutes with a dog, people
experienced a significant increase
in levels of oxytocin, a hormone that
plays a role in moderating stress.
This was also associated with a de-
crease in heart rate and an increase
in self-reported sense of well-being.
Following the interaction with the
dog, people were in a more positive
emotional state.

Desired attributes for the Farm
Dog of the Year include helpfulness
to the farmer and his/her family,
playfulness and obedience.

Farm dog owners must be Farm
Bureau members to enter their dogs
in the competition.

The Farm Bureau Farm Dog of
the Year contest is sponsored by the
American Farm Bureau Federation.

The third annual social media
contest, People’s Choice Pup, was a
popular element of the Farm Dog
of the Year competition in 2022—
reaching 133,000 people—and will

' ( ‘

|

Texas Farm Bureau members can nominate their farm dogs for the 2023 Farm
Bureau Farm Dog of the Year Contest. The winner takes home a cash prize
and a year’s worth of Purina dog food. Nominations are due July 1.

return for 2023. Profiles of several
dogs nominated for the contest will
be shared beginning in October, and
the public invited to vote. Bragging
rights and a year’s worth of dog food
from Purina will be awarded to the
People’s Choice Pup.

Eligibility guidelines and submis-

sion requirements are available at
fb.org/land/fdoty.

Farm Dog of the Year nomina-
tions, which include written re-
sponses to questions, at least one
still photo and a video clip (optional),
must be received by July 1, 2022 for
consideration.
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Texas Farm Bureau members
can place FREE online classified ads

SISICAOICIO

e 2

\

£3 - N

A — ~&

o f ‘_\\\\u\

v\ \

e .:e(&x\ S X

3} <4 SN
/mﬁ.ldﬁi
=g R U
. Ly

-




Ag Literacy Week b

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Teachers across the state brought
agriculture to life for their students
through Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB)
Ag Literacy Week, which was held in
conjunction with National Ag Week,
on March 21-25.

“The goal of this program was to
increase agricultural literacy among
students across Texas. We wanted
to provide a way for teachers to
connect agriculture to topics and
concepts they are teaching in their
classrooms in a way that highlight-
ed the importance of the crops and
livestock that are raised throughout
the state and beyond,” said Jordan
Bartels, TFB associate director of
Organization Division, Educational
Outreach.

Over 1,100 public, private and
homeschool teachers signed up to
receive a free, accurate ag book to
read during the week, as well as an
educator’s guide that included sev-
eral classroom activities.

The free book that was provided
by TFB was Full of Beans: Henry
Ford Grows a Car. The short book
highlights how Henry Ford was de-
termined to build his most inven-
tive car—one completely made of
soybeans. The book inspires readers
to think innovatively and includes
accurate, educational information
about soybeans.

Teachers like Ann Hudson, a
fourth-grade math and science
teacher at Crestview Elementary in
Waco ISD, used the free resources

gto introduce agriculture into the
N week’s lesson plans.
f “The book was really informa-
= tive about how soybeans are used to
make plastic for cars and how they
can be used to make other things like
2 fabric and paint,” Hudson said. “The
£ kids really enjoyed it. They thought
g it was interesting, and it brought ag-
ﬁriculture to the classroom in a way
2 that they can understand it.”
g2 She used the educator’s guide to
continue incorporating the book and
its information in classroom activities.
“We graphed the bushels per acre

o
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rings agriculture to life in Texas

classrooms
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Ann Hudson’s fourth-grade class at Crestview Elementary in Waco read the accurate, agricultural book Full of Beans:
Henry Ford Grows a Car as part of Texas Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Week March 21-25.
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After reading the book, the students applied what they learned to different
aspects of their classroom activities and lessons, including math and science.

for a couple different decades in
U.S. history, and they got to see the
growth in the yield of soybeans over
time,” Hudson said. “This ties back
to our data and analysis unit, and
it also gets them experience with
finding real figures and applying
them to math in real life. It also ties
into our science curriculum, talking
about producers in the environment

and how they interact with their
own ecosystem.”

Agriculture can be incorporated
into any subject, but especially sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math (STEM).

“I like to bring agriculture into
STEM,” Hudson said. “There are lots
of different graphs and figures that
you can make about yield and pro-

duction and the life cycle of animals
that really just brings everything
full circle back into the classroom.
I feel like integrating ag into STEM
really brings it to life for them.”

TFB’s goal is to expand student
knowledge about agriculture and
help students grow into more in-
formed consumers, while also pro-
viding resources that educators can
use.

“I think it’s great that Farm Bu-
reau is providing these resources
and making these lessons available,
because I had no idea that book ex-
isted. I am planning on incorporat-
ing it further into our lesson plans,”
Hudson said.

View the Ag Literacy Week
hashtag #ReadAgBooksTX on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram to see
more teachers reading the book.

TFB also works year-round to
increase agricultural literacy in
Texas classrooms through a variety
of in-classroom programs, lessons,
resources, grants and teacher pro-
fessional development. More infor-
mation on those opportunities and
resources is available at texasfarm-

bureau.org/aitc.



Avian influenza detected in Texas pheasant flock

Highly pathogenic avian influen-
za (HPAI) was detected in a commer-
cial pheasant flock in Erath County
in early April.

This is the first confirmation of
HPALI in Texas in 2022.

The Texas Animal Health Com-
mission (TAHC) and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) continue to monitor
the situation.

Following an increase in bird
deaths, samples from the flock were
tested at the Texas A&M Veterinary
Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, part
of the National Animal Health Lab-
oratory Network, and confirmed at
the APHIS National Veterinary Ser-
vices Laboratories in Ames, Iowa.

State officials quarantined the
affected premises, and birds on the
property have been depopulated to
prevent the spread of the disease.
The plan for the control of avian
influenza includes coordination of
resources and response, and proto-

cols for quarantine, testing, disposal,
cleaning, disinfection and monitor-
ing.

“Texas has been actively prepar-
ing alongside the USDA to respond
to HPAIL” Dr. Andy Schwartz, TAHC
executive director and state veteri-
narian, said. “We’d like to encour-
age Texas poultry owners to educate
themselves on this disease and be
vigilant in taking steps to protect
their flocks from avian influenza.”

There have been more than 600
detections of HPAI in wild birds
across 31 states, and 158 detections
in commercial and backyard flocks
across 25 states.

The number of HPAI cases in the
U.S. are outpacing the 2014/2015
outbreak, but the higher numbers
might be attributed to improve-
ments in detection and reporting
protocols.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion economists analyzed HPAI de-
tections in commercial flocks and
found the Mississippi flyway is the

GRAVELY

PRO-TURN® 260

2022 LINEUP OF

979-836-5473
krenektractor.com

EL CAMPO
SCHMIDT IMPLEMENT INC.
979-543-2622
schmidtimplement.com

27 HP KAWASAKI® GRAVELY MOWERS
60 IN. DECK STARTING AT $3,199
BRENHAM LUFKIN
KRENEK TRACTOR EAST TEXAS POWERSPORTS

LOC IN LUFKIN/NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990
etpowersports.com

MT. PLEASANT
HESS FURNITURE
903-572-9866
hesshomefurnishings.com

most impacted, with 49% of detec-
tions, followed by the Central flyway
at 36% and the Atlantic with 15% of
cases. As of press time, the Pacific
flyway has not had a reported case.

While avian influenza has affect-
ed the laying hen population, inven-
tory of eggs is actually 38% higher
in 2022 than during the same time
in 2015.

Anyone involved with poultry
production from the small backyard
to the large commercial producer
should review their biosecurity ac-
tivities to assure the health of their
birds.

In addition to practicing good
biosecurity, all bird owners should
create barriers between their birds
and wild birds and report sick birds
or unusual bird deaths to state and
federal officials.

Producers are encouraged to
consider bringing birds indoors,
when possible, to further prevent
exposures, and avoid visits to other
premises that also have birds.

YOU'VE BEEN WAITING ALL WINTER FOR THIS MOMENT.

SPRING SALES EVENT

POULARIS

SPRING SALES EVENT

WARNING: Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are
not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid
driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years
old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing.
Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt
driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs
don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for
additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2022 Polaris Inc.

PZLARIS | OFF ROAD

Texas poultry producers are urged
to increase biosecurity measures
to prevent avian influenza from
spreading. Photo courtesy TPWD.

If you notice a sudden increase
in the number of sick birds or bird
deaths, contact TAHC at 1-800-550-
8242 and/or USDA at 1-866-536-
7593.

More information about avian in-
fluenza is available at tahc.texas.gov.
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New technology helps improve ag sustainability

By Carey Martin

TFB Radio Network Manager

Sustainability is a big buzzword
in agriculture, and new sprayer
technology unveiled by John Deere
will make Texas farms even more
environmentally friendly. It’'s called
“See and Spray,” and that’s an accu-
rate description of what it does.

Using cameras and computer
processors, the sprayer can tell the
difference between the crop and the
weeds, then tell the spray nozzle to
spot spray only the weeds.

“It has 36 cameras across the top
of the boom. Think of those as the
eves of the system,” said Kathleen
Sprouse, genior product manager for
Blue River Technology, a subsidiary
company of John Deere. “Then, there
are 11 processors along the boom that
decide if there’s a weed or the crop
baged on the images. If it sees a weed,
the gystem actuates the exact supply
nozzle to just cover that weed.”

This entire process takes a mere
0.2 seconds while the sprayer is
traveling up to 12 miles per hour.

The See and Spray technology
has been tested in Texas.

“We've been down here for more
than a year in different parts of
South Texas working with the King

Rio Grande Valley farmer Sam Sparks has been testing John Deere’s See and

Spray technology for over a year.

Ranch and having phenomenal per-
formance,” said Franklin Peitz, tac-
tical marketing manager for John
Deere sprayers.

One of the biggest benefits of the
See and Spray technology is the re-
duction in herbicide use when spot
spraying versus spraying the herbi-
cide on the entire field.

“We're seeing up to two thirds
gavings on non-residual herbicides,”
Sprouse said. “This technology brings
farmers an incredible opportunity to
reduce their spending on herbicide.”

Farmers are known to be skepti-
cal of big claims like that, but John
Deere has made a believer of at least
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one Texas farmer.

Sam Sparks farms more than
10,000 acres in the Rio Grande Val-
ley and has been testing the See and
Spray technology for over a year.

“To be honest with you, I didn’t re-
ally believe at first that these cam-
eras and the technology were going
to be able to communicate with the
gprayer in a precise manner,” Sparks
gaid. “But I was just blown away at
the results we were seeing. Being
able to operate at 9, 10, 12 miles per
hour, and the machine is able to pick
up on these weeds, spray them and
move down the road.”

Sparks said the benefits are im-

Work ethic

mense, in addition to the obvious
gavings on chemical costs.

“You’re saving on diesel, labor and
wear and tear on equipment. You’re
not stopping as often to fill up the
gprayer,” he gaid. “It all adds up to
what I believe is a lot of money.”

Another benefit of the new spray-
er is the ability to combine two
chemical treatments into one. The
tank is split into two separate tanks,
and there is a second set of nozzles
along the back of the boom, which
would allow for a spot treatment
with the front set of nozzles and a
broadcast spray of the entire field
with the back set.

“If they want to spray a fungi-
cide, insecticide or residual herbi-
cide broadcast, then spot spray a
non-residual, they could do that all
in one pass, which could only have
previously been done in two passes,”
Peitz said.

For now, See and Spray can only
be used in cotton, corn and soybeans
with 30-inch rows or greater.

John Deere is planning a limit-
ed roll out of the sprayers in select
states, including Texas.

“We will have our initial ordering
this fall in Texas, Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, Illinois, Iowa and Nebras-
ka,” Peitz said. “Next year, it will be
available across the United States.”

comes standard.

Where there's work to be done, there's Kubota equipment
ready to get it done right. With reliable diesel engines and
an array of attachments, it's time ko conquer every task.

Visit us today.
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Changes to white-tailed, mule deer hunting regulations in Texas

By Jessica Domel
Multimedia Reporter

The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Commission approved several
changes to deer hunting regulations
for the upcoming season.

White-tailed deer

One of the approved changes
clarifies the definition of buck and
antlerless deer for hunters and law
enforcement.

Alan Cain, white-tailed deer pro-
gram leader for the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD), said
this addresses the oddball tagging
requirement scenarios like shed ant-
ler bucks, antler does or buck fawns.

“Staff propose(d) to clarify the
antlerless deer are deer having no
antler point protruding through the
skin or a deer that has completely
shed its antlers,” Cain said. “Buck
deer will be defined as deer having
antler point protruding through the
skin or a deer having antler growth
in velvet greater than one inch.”

Typically, male deer are referred
to as bucks, while female deer are re-
ferred to as does. However, because
of certain conditions like bucks that
have lost their antlers, it may be dif-
ficult for hunters to determine the
sex of a deer when hunting from a
distance.

A hunter may think they shot a
doe only to find out later that it is
a male deer without antlers, which
may be prohibited at that time.

Because of this confusion, years
ago TPWD began using the term
“antlerless deer” to refer to does and
those deer without antlers.

“Bucks in velvet” has also been a
long-standing conundrum, according
to the proposal.

The recently approved change is
designed to ensure the definitions
are as clear and specific as possible.

The commission also approved
changes to what hunters can use to
prove a deer’s sex after harvest.

Before the change, hunters were
required to keep a buck’s head.

“Staff propose(d) another op-
tion, which includes the tail and
unskinned skull camp with antlers

attached, and again, that’s a second
option,” Cain said. “This additional
proof of sex aids in (Chronic Wast-
ing Disease) CWD management, al-
lowing the hunters to leave the most
infectious part of the deer at the site
of harvest, so we’re not hauling brain
material around to other parts of the
state, potentially spreading the dis-
ease.”

Cain said hunters may still keep
the deer’s head for mounting, if
they’d like. This is just an additional
way to provide proof of sex.

The commission also approved
definitions to two types of commer-
cial cold storage facilities.

Mule deer

To curb excessive mule deer buck
harvest, the commission approved a
proposal extending mule deer ant-
ler restrictions in an additional 21
counties in the Panhandle.

Shawn Gray, TPWD mule deer
and pronghorn program leader, told
the commission the move follows a
successful experiment that began in
2018 and 2019 in seven southwest
Panhandle counties.

“Prior to the experiment in the
Southeast Panhandle, excessive
buck harvest occurred primarily be-
cause of increased lease hunting and
the popularity of mule deer hunt-
ing,” Gray said. “This excessive buck
harvest affected the mule deer buck
sex ratio in the area, with our survey
data indicating a post-season sex ra-
tio of about five does per buck.”

Intensive buck harvest also im-
pacted the buck age structure.

“Because of this, staff received
many requests from landowners
and hunters to improve the buck
age structure of the mule deer herd
in this area of the Panhandle,” Gray
said.

Using white-tailed deer antler
restrictions as a model, TPWD staff
collected data on mule deer during
ongoing research projects and hunt-
er-harvested mule deer to estimate
the ear tip to ear tip spread of bucks
standing in the alert position.

“Because the average ear tip
to ear tip spread on Panhandle

Several changes were recently announced by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission to Texas hunting regulations for white-tailed deer and mule deer.

mule deer bucks is 21 inches, staff
propose(d) to use a restriction with
an outside spread of the main beams
of 20 inches to protect younger age
bucks,” Gray said.

Gray told the commission data
suggest the antler restriction pro-
tects at least 80% of one-and-a-half
to three-year-old bucks and about
80% of bucks four-and-a-half years
of age or older would be harvest-
able.

“With this proposal, any buck
with an outside spread of 20 inches
or greater would be legal for harvest.
Thus, any buck with a spread less
than 20 inches would not be legal
to harvest regardless of unbranched
antlers,” Gray said.

The antler restriction does not
currently apply to properties in the
Managed Lands Deer Program.

The counties impacted by the new
regulation include: Andrews, Arm-
strong, Bailey, Briscoe, Castro, Chil-
dress, Cochran, Collingsworth, Cot-
tle, Dawson, Donley, Foard, Floyd,
Gaines, Hale, Hall, Hardeman,
Hockley, Lamb, Lynn, Lubbock, Mar-
tin, Motley, Parmer, Randall, Swish-
er, Terry and Yoakum.

Hunters in Terrell County, which
is not in the Panhandle, would also
be required to follow the new mule
deer antler regulations.

The department also lengthened
mule deer hunting season from nine

days to 16 days with a special ar-
chery season.
Hunting with
firearms proposal

After much opposition, the commis-
sion withdrew a proposal that would
have allowed deer hunting with fire-
arms in four North Texas counties
that are currently archery-only.

TPWD presented the proposal to
the commission after receiving a pe-
tition asking that firearm hunting
be allowed once again in Collin, Dal-
las, Grayson and Rockwall counties.

“In response to the large number
of comments received in opposition
to the proposal, and with the direc-
tion from the commission, staff are
pulling this part of the proposal from
the consideration,” Cain told the com-
mission. “We would like to propose tojz
retain one portion of the proposed®
changes, and that’s to require manda-§
tory harvest reporting in these four™
counties for buck and antlerless deer,
so we can monitor harvest up there.”

The commission approved the
mandatory harvest reporting.

The changes to deer hunting regu- 2
lations for 2022-23 were approvedE
but have not yet been posted in the%
online Outdoor Annual. It will be up- =
dated later this year.

For more information on deerg
hunting regulations and other hunt-
ing and wildlife information, visit
tpwd.texas.gov. &
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Workshop shows teachers how farmers use science, drones

e

By Julie Tomascik
Editor

Texas high school science teach-
ers learned about the science behind
drone technology and its role in ag-
riculture through a new workshop.

The Fields of the Future: The Sci-
ence of Drones in Agriculture work-
shop was hosted by Texas Farm Bu-
reau (TFB) and the National Ag in
the Classroom Organization (NAIT-
CO) in partnership with the Agricul-
tural Research Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
April 9-10 in Bryan.

“The goal of the workshop was to
give high school science educators
the opportunity to work with drone
experts and other scientists who
are using the technology and other
unique methods to learn more about
agriculture,” said Jordan Bartels,
TFB associate director of Organiza-
tion, Educational Outreach. “Farm
Bureau, NAITCO and partners at
USDA wanted to provide an experi-

ence and information that will aid
teachers as they work to incorporate
agriculture in their classrooms.”

Twenty teachers attended the
hands-on workshop, and each re-
ceived a free MAVIC-MINTI II drone
and lesson resources.

Participants learned how to fly
the drone and how it is used to help
farmers from an agricultural engi-
neer in USDA’s Aerial Application
Technology Research Unit.

They also learned how drones are
used in research projects and prob-
lem-based learning. This session was
led by a science teacher who uses
drones with his students to study the
watershed around the school, looking
to pinpoint pollution sources and to
suggest possible solutions.

“During the workshop, teachers
learned, among other things, how
drones are currently used in agri-
culture to observe crops, livestock
and land,” Bartels said. “The drones
they received are capable of taking

ONE OF THE MOST COSTLY
PROBLEMS YOU CAN HAVE

IS UNEVEN EMERGENCE.

Days after first
plants emerge

&
1DAY
>

Losses due to 15%
late emerging

corn plants*

May 6, 2022

starts at emergencematters.com
HONDO ODEM

TEXAS AGRICULTURE

EQ. CO. INC.
830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

SPECIALISTS
361-944-5463

ists.com

34

Ask about the Emergence System from Precision
Planting. Your most consistent plant emergence

southtexasdieselspecial-

& i
2DAYS 3DAYS

Precision
Planting:

ROBSTOWN TAYLOR

WILLIAMSON COUNTY  SOUTH TEXAS DIESEL ~ WILLIAMSON COUNTY ~ WILLIAMSON COUNTY

EQ. CO. INC.
512-352-6381
wmcoequip.com

EQ. CO. INC.
361-387-1572
wmcoequip.com

*Multi-year plot studies performed at the PTI Farm. Precision Planting® is a registered trademark of Precision Planting LLC. ©2021 Precision Planting LLC.

Twenty teachers participated in the Fields of the Future: The Science of Drones

in Agriculture workshop held in April.

pictures that can be used to observe
plants and more.”

Since the workshop, teachers have
posted pictures of their students us-
ing the drones on Earth Day to make
species observations and look for
pollution sources around the school
campuses.

Others, like Laurie Heron-Beau-

¢ Full remote control of pivots, pumps

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

and injectors, and monitoring sensors

¢ GPS positioning for precision irrigation

lieu who teaches at Magnolia High
School, are using the lessons and
concepts learned to grow an aware-
ness of agriculture.

“I learned something from every
presenter. Everything they taught,
I can use in my physics classroom,”
Heron-Beaulieu said. “I've been to a
lot of workshops, but this was one of

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL

FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

¢ Compatible with almost any pivot

® Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

www.myfieldnet.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

PEARSALL
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.
830-334-9002
kmirrigationservices.com

SPEARMAN
FIVE STAR EQUIPMENT INC.
806-659-3743
fivestarequipmenttx.com

PLEASANTON
K & M IRRIGATION SERVICES INC.
830-569-4311
kmirrigationservices.com




Each teacher took home a free drone to use in their classroom to help connect agriculture to science.

the few that I can say is adaptable to
any area and is something I can use
right away.”

There are about 2,000 students in
Magnolia High School, and Heron-
Beaulieu believes what she learned

at the workshop can be applied to
classroom activities for any of those
students.

“I can use what I learned at the
workshop for my AP Physics kids
and for our students who have spe-

FORT WORTH
LEONARD'S FARM & RANCH STORE
817-332-2283
lakelawnequip.com

GRANBURY
LAKE LAWN EQUIPMENT
817-578-8801
lakelawnequip.com

HONDO
WILLIAMSON COUNTY EQ.CO.INC.
830-584-1576
wmcoequip.com

POWER EQUIPMENT

www.SCAG.com

» Powerful, reliable, efficient
engine options.

» Up to 10 mph ground speed.

» Suspension seat and cup
holder for maximum comfort.

» 487, 52” or 61” Velocity Plus
cutter deck for unmatched cut.

» Strong Scag warranty.

» Great price!

Stop by or call for more details.

LUFKIN
EAST TEXAS POWERSPORTS
LOC IN LUFKIN/NACOGDOCHES
936-639-1990
etpowersports.com

MISSION
MAE POWER EQUIPMENT
956-581-7433
maepower.com

SAN ANTONIO
CERTIFIED SMALL ENGINE
210-523-1138
certifiedsmallengine.com

cial needs,” she said. “Many of my
students want to be engineers, but
they don’t know what kind of engi-
neer. 'm trying to get them to branch
out from petroleum engineer to an
agricultural engineer, and some of

- D,

the information I learned can help
do that. There’s a wide diversity of
positions out there in agriculture
that many of them could be a good
fit for.”

TFB believes in bringing agricul-
ture to life in classrooms across the
state to increase agricultural litera-
cy and awareness in students in all
grades.

“Simply put, agriculture is sci-
ence,” Bartels said. “Everything in
agriculture is ultimately based on
scientific concepts and research, so it
is imperative that we help students
make those connections as they ex-
plore the world around them in and
out of school.”

This project was supported by
a grant from the USDA National
Institute of Food and Agriculture,
AFRI Professional Development for
the Agricultural Literacy Priority
Area.

For more information about TFB
educational opportunities and other
Ag in the Classroom activities and
resources, visit texasfarmbureau.

org/aitc.

STRENGTHEN
YOUR SPRING
LINEUP

Y Battery Power. Made by STIHL.

The AK Homeowner System

delivers the reliable performance

you need to run strong from start
4 to finish.

v

- | 3 -
HSA 45 BATTERY 18t
HEDGE TRIMMER FS 40 C-E BG 50 MS 250
TRIMMER HANDHELD BLOWER CHAIN SAW
Includes charger
and built-in battery.
“Light weight and "This trimmer is a "Powerful and “A great value and
easy to use.” - Haefdh great value." lightweight." dependable.”
- Alwaysstihlin - Kevin2376 - Holly501
BOWIE MARBLE FALLS ROBSTOWN

BEREND BROS, INC.
940-872-5131
berendbros.com

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. TThe actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at

STIHLdealers.com. 2022 STIHL

MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

KING RANCH AG & TURF
361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com
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2022 Texas Farm Bureau

It's time once again for the annual Texas Farm Bureau photography contest, when you or
someone you know can share your best photo with the entire Lone Star State and maybe even
win a cash prize.

May 6, 2022

The contest is open to Texas Farm Bureau members or an immediate family member (i.e., spouse,
child, sibling, or parent).

Rural settings and rural lifestyles are the preferred themes for all submissions, and contestants
are limited to one entry per person. Four top winners will be selected and published in the July
edition of Texas Agriculture and the summer edition of Texas Neighbors.

TEXAS AGRICULTURE

36

ENTRY DEADLINE: JUNE 1, 2022

PHOTO CONTEST

FIRST PLACE
$250 cash prize

SECOND PLACE
$200 cash prize

2 HONORABLE MENTIONS
$100 cash prize each

Visit texasfarmbureau.org/photo-contest for complete contest rules.



‘{4, KADDATZ

. / AUCTIONEERING & FARM EQUIPMENT SALES
www.kaddatzequipment.com

Let us sell your surplus farm, ranch,
construction equipment and vehicles
anywhere in the USA at our online Auction!

APPRAISALS, LIQUIDATIONS, HAULING, NEW
& USED PARTS, TIRES, RIMS & MORE!

We buy salvage equipment & TERP tractors
& TERP Construction Equipment

Order new parts online 15% Rebate
kaddatzequipment.com
FarmStore.com
254-845-7679

Kaddatz Auctioneering #TXS 6676
Hillsboro, Tx - akaddatz@yahoo.com

@ Marek ac

WALLACE
SPRIGGING
SERVICE
Certified Tifton 85
Sprigs For Sale.
Jiggs Bermuda Sprigs
Delivery Available

Canton, Texas
903-880-7390

Grain Bins & Material Handling!

- GSI Accessories - Fans, Floors,
Spouting, Flighting, Loading &
Unloading Equip. & Parts.

- Hutchinson - Portable Augers,
Swing Aways, Hoppers & Parts

- Bins & Augers in Stock - Call
for Current Stock / Availability.

Marek Ag
Near Temple, TX
254-985-2242

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
www.marekag.com 1

PRONONE®

POWER
PELLET

HERBICIDE

“I've been using

* PRONONE Power Pellets |
for over 10 years to
effectively kill cholla.”
Application is simple
and requires no specia
license; equipment

orclean up.”

»- Call 877-776-7375 or visi
ourwebsite for more'i

RPASSED PERFORMANCE IN A SINGLE APPLICATION:

~ REGISTER TO' WIN'POWER PELLETS

Visit our website at www.pro-serveinc.com and fill in the "CONTACT US" form
You will automatically be registered to win a 3 ounce bottle of Power Pellets

Over $1,000 in prizes! Register today!

Call 1-866-326-3276

to advertise your business, service or
items for sale in the Texas Trading Post

TIRE TOWN, INC.
18.4-38 BIAS NEW 10PLY R-1
380/80R42 NEW BUFF SPRAYER
1000/50R25 USED75% TREAD R-1..
43X16.00-20 NEW BUFF 4PLY R.
18.4R28 NEWBUFFR-2 .......

14.9R46 USED 75% TREAD R-1. $750

440/55R18 NEW BUFF RADIAL IMP...... $225

15.5-38 10D NEWR1 ........ $425

600/70 R28 NEW Buff R1.. $550
We Deal! Other Size: se
444-7209

'S
800;451-9864 800;
441-4500

913)682-3201 (913
-F: 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat.: 8am - 4pm

" )
PrecisionTemp
-

© Endless hot water on demand

* Designed specifically for RVs, trailers,
tiny houses, out buildings, and more

® Venting through side or floor
* No pilot light and very high efficiency
® Easy installation

Order today use coupon code TX2022 for $50.00 off
www.precisiontemp.com

From big to small. NN
From farm to front yard. :

\_ 1-800-934-9690 Ext. 102 Y,

N

As a Farm Bureau® member,

you're eligibEi to save*

Rewards

Platinum 1savings for
Farm Bureau® Members.

John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau Members*
will automatically receive Platinum 1 status. That means instant savings on
a wide range of John Deere products. To find out more on how you can turn
your loyalty into savings, go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

Farm Bureau-

Member Benefits

* TEXAS FARM BUREAU*

MARBLE FALLS
MUSTANG EQUIPMENT
830-693-5414
mustangequipment.com

ROBSTOWN
KING RANCH AG & TURF
361-387-2564
kingranchagturf.com

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.

John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.
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CLASSIFIEDS

BUILDINGS

=

B A R IN
Mymnhgwmﬂmﬁes”

Log on for 24 hour information

www.usabarn:com
FOX: 91-68()-551 2

40x50x12
With 15’ Shed

Call for "Special's Price”
in your areal

yalv .ZL
Galvanized

Cupola with'select’purchases!

40x50x18

Raised Center Aisle

IBuiltiolfityour.needs, Any size or design.
Callandspeak with one of our
I.nowledgable associates today!

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 85 * Sat 8-12 Central
1-877-USA-BARN (872-2276)

% ROB-BILT S
THE POLE BARN PROFESSIONALS
POST-FRAME BUILDINGS

* Includes labor & material
* Turn-Key No hidden costs

30 YEARS" EXPERIENCE ISR
1-800-245-9325

TEXAS AGRICU
WWW.TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG

* American-made 26 & 29 gauge metal
* Satisfaction guaranteed

Covered by workers
compensation

Mastercard

CONTAINERS FARM EQUIPMENT

TexStar Sea
Containers

INSTANT STORAGES

Sizes: 20’s- 40s & 53’s
866-468-2791 - San Angelo, Texas
Modifications Available

BALER BELTS FOR ALL ROUND
BALERS. Made in the U.S.A. Baler
Twine & Net Wrap. www.balerbeltsan-
daccessories.com 1-800-223-1312.

WE BUY BALER, planter & rake
monitors and Salvage equipment.
254-221-7957.

USED OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAIN-
ERS. Wind/Water-tight, Rodent-proof.
Larry Singley 866-992-9122, 817-
992-9122.

Remember the last time your family visited the forest? It's a place
of wonder a jination for the whole family—where stories
come to life. closer than you think. Saunds like its time to
plan your next visit. Nake the forest part of your story today at a
lacal park near you or find ane at DiscaverTheForest.arg.

DISCOVERtheFOREST.org Bl

RE ONLINE

“OUR MAP STARTED A
REVOLUTION.”

Vivian McCarter and her 4-H group didn’t just make it easier to find healthier

food, they ier to live a

hier life. Using GPS

first they

Member: BBB ¢ NFBA www.rob-bilt.com

‘mapped out the food options in

the fight

. Then they
persuaded storeowners to add healthier options, -.nm-pmngmma-v(mrym

They

that's H

do - they break.

and create change, right in their own backyards. Be a part of your eomm\lmty’l

revolution at 4-H.org/revolution.

JOIN
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just like they did with you
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it's okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Real Possibilities

38

THE REVOLUTION $&
OF RESPONSIBILITY

Vivian McCarter
‘or | Geo Mapper / Advocate

WE BUY SALVAGE Tractors, com-
bines, hay & farm equipment. Call us
if you have a TERP tractor. Kaddatz
Auctioneering & Farm Equipment
Sales, 254-221-7957 akaddatz@
yahoo.com, www.kaddatzequio-
ment.com

LET US SELL YOUR SURPLUS
farm, ranch, construction and ve-
hicles anywhere in the USA at our
online Auction. Kaddatz Auctioneer-
ing 254-582-3000 #TXS 6676

USED AIR DRILLING RIG for water
and oil. 200 to 1,000 foot depth in
Southwest Texas. Call Jack 361-
798-5623.

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING |
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

'« Order Parts Online
15% Rebate
* Appraisals

~——="" Lic: TXS 6676
We can sell your surplus
equipment at online auction
anywhere in the U.S.
www.kaddatzequipment.com
Email: akaddatz@yahoo.com

254-221-7957

[

REMANUFACTURED TURBO-
CHARGERS. An inexpensive alter-
native to turbo replacement. Turbos
remanufactured for all foreign and do-
mestic cars, farm, heavy equipment
and 18 wheelers. 1-800-231-5566 or
254-757-3759 Majestic Turbocharg-
ers, Inc., 815 Jefferson, Waco, TX
76701, 6-month warranty—One-Day
Service.

FERTILIZER

AFFORDABLE ORGANIC FERTIL-
IZER. Quality NPK with trace miner-
als along with Army Worm, Grass-
hopper, and Fire Ant prevention.
Starting at $26 per acre. (Discounts
for larger volumes) 903-925-3818.

GRAIN STORAGE

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, GSI| MATERIAL HANDLING
EQUIPMENT, Hutchinson augers
and parts, Sweet Mfg. legs and drag
conveyors, GT Auger parts. Sales, in-
stallation, and service, Fritcher Enter-
prises, Sinton, Texas (361)364-3603.

ALFALFA LARGE SQUARE BALES
dairy, beef, and goat qualities deliv-
ered to you or you pick up at our Kan-
sas farm. Toll free 1-877-285-8200

What
makes a
curious
reader?

Read to your child today and
inspire a lifelong love of reading.

% www.read.gov

HUNTING

HUNTERS DREAM Hunt Mountain
Lion, Coyote, Bobcat and Audad
Sheep on large ranch. Call Jack
361-798-5623.

...a unique spot to sell or buy
agriculture products and services.

As a service to members, your paid
Texas Farm Bureau membership
entitles you to place FREE classified
word ads on the world wide web.

www. TexasSalebarn.com

IRRIGATION

GSI GRAIN BINS & ACCESSO-
RIES, HUTCHINSON PORTA-
BLE AUGERS & PARTS Marek
Ag Temple, TX (254) 985-2242

Follow us
on

www.twitter.com/texasfarmbureau

ATS Irrigation, Inc.

Your One-Stop Irrigation Store, Since 1985!

Helping You Put Water Where You Need If,
When You Need It.

T B =)

(m

Visit us at 2509 Hwy 105
Brenham, Texas

| www.atsirrigation.com
Emoll sales@atsirrigation.com

wie | 1-800-656-2197




LIVESTOCK m SOLAR PANELS

RANCH CONSULTANT
Not Happy With Your Results?
New To The Business?

45 years experience. | can save
you years and lots of money.
Tom Lockwood  254-385-6487

* WAGYU *

REG BEEFMASTER CATTLE pas-
ture raised, not fed out, not condi-
tioned, gentle, range ready. Lufkin,
TX 936-366-2231.

BULLS FOR SALE
2 YEARS OLD

100% GRASS FED
100% ALL NATURAL

FULL BLOOD WAGYU °* WAGYU
* ANQUS * WAQGYU - BRANGQUS

Follow us
on

CLARENCE J. KAHLIG, IT

210.260.2121

TRAVIS HURT

830.965.6075

www.twitter.com/texasfarmbureau

WAGYy BEER

U e e 6

CHAROLAIS BULLS Registered, top
quality, gentle, polled, tested, LBW.
Fancy Charolais Heifers. Ranch Bred
& raised. Black Angus Bulls. 254-729-
8644 254-747-2701

BIG STOUT HEREFORD BULLS
Horned & Polled Atlas Farms 214-
202-5178

When he dreamed of playing in the majors,

you didn't just give him seats behind home plate.
You gave him batting practice with Sosa

and lunch with Cal.
Thanks.

) /58
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Make-A-Wish Foundation”
1-800-722-WISH

www.makeawish.org

Wish kid John, age 10

o = = o —————

| RATES: Write ad exactly the way you want it to appear. 65 cents per word,
Statewide— $9.75 minimum. Payment in advance. Count each initial, abbreviation, whole
number or telephone number including area code, as one word.

| Classification:

(Farm Equipment, Real Estate, etc.)

| Publish in how many issves? _First issue ad should appear in:
| Enclosed is payment: $

| Name

I Address

I City State Lip

Phone Email

Ad Content:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
L

Make check payable to: Texas Agriculture, PO. Box 2689, Waco, TX 76702-2689.
For more information call Kelly Bogard at (254) 751-2420.

SOLID ROCK RANCH
REG. ANGUS COWS
Bulls Also Available
Matt Jones ¢ Franklin, TX
979-777-7571
www.solidrockranch.com

THE STORM
JUST HIT AND
WE WENT FROM

DONATING TO
THE FOOD BANK
TO NEEDING IT.

Donna, Louisiar

HUNGER
IS A
STORY
WE CAN
END.

FEEDINGAMERICA.ORG

AMERICA EI

NEW REJECT PIPE
— No Splits * In Stock —
2-3/8¢2-7/83-1/241/2
Used Pipe and Sucker Rods
— In Stock —

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

Green Star
SOLAR SOLUTIONS jumsiis
830-438-3396

Solar Electrical Systems
for farm, ranch and home
Significant Tax
Advantages Available

— Free Delivery in Most Areas— | | yww.greenstarsolarsolutions.com

James May Pipe & Supply Certified solar electric installers

325/468-5131 TECL 28902

TIRES

LOVE THY
NEIGHBORHOOD.
HELP PREVENT
WILDFIRES.

i SMOKEL

The Original

NOFLATS - THORN PROOF

Ag Tires Since 1953
* Tractors * Aer-Ways
* Mowers * Discs
* Shredders » Grain Carts
* Chisel Plows - Fertilizer Sprayers
* Scrapers » Spreaders
* Farm & Ranch Trailers
Sold as Assemblies
(Tire, Tube, New Wheel Mounted)
Or Use Your Wheels

Attn: Fire Depts., Municipalities, Counties
Ask about our military tires.

Gensco Aircraft Tires
3400 Hwy 60 South
Wharton.’ TX 77488

9131 Friendly Rd.
Houston, TX 77093

Call Today!

1-800-NO FLATS (800-663-5287)

Discount shipping anywhere in the U.S.

Save the environment.

Start keeping kids
in science class.
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T7% of Littles reported doing better
in school because of their Big.
One-tfo-one mentoring works.

Even big change starts with something
little. Support kids in your community
at BigBrothersBigSisters.org.

ﬁ Start Something™

Donate money or time at
BigBrothersBigSisters.org
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www.TexasFarmBureau.org
TableTop.TexasFarmBureau.org
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Texas Farm Bureau offers
new health coverage
options to members
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From the Pineywoods of East Texas to the rocky ranges of the
Trans-Pecos and from the Panhandle to the Rio Grande Valley,
Texas Ag Today brings you the daily ag news you need to know.

Hosted by Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network

Texas Ag Today is available on Apple Podcasts, Amazon Music, Google
Podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher and Tuneln.

T E x A S AG Subscribe to the podcast

to get the latest news
in Texas agriculture!
Scan me if you Scan me if you

Brought to you by Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network have an Android have an iPhone

TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG/RADIO ) TEXAS FARM BUREAU®




