PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guouernor of the State of Texas

41-3200

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Rick Perry, Governor of
Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 3481 as passed by the Eighty-
first Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 3481 would authorize the expunction of criminal records,
including law enforcement case files, 180 days after an arrest if no formal
misdemeanor or felony charges have been filed. Current statutory provisions
require that the statute of limitations for the particular offense, usually at least two
years, expire before criminal records may be destroyed, including in cases
involving misdemeanor offenses. Current law provides that an individual is
entitled to copies of their expunged records after the statute of limitations has
expired. A prosecutor may contest the expunction by proving reasonable cause
that the person will be charged, leading the prosecutor to reveal details of the
investigation prior to its completion. Expunction statutes should not be used as a
means of discovery or as a means to force a prosecutor to rush to file formal
charges prematurely. Allowing a person to know the identities of witnesses or the
nature of their evidence unnecessarily endangers both law enforcement and
citizen witnesses prior to an indictment for murder, organized crime, sexual
assaults and other serious offenses. House Bill No. 3481 precipitates an untenable
injustice to victims and a hazard to public safety.

Since the Legislature by its adjournment has prevented the return of this bill, I am filing
these objections in the office of the Secretary of State and giving notice thereof by this
public proclamation according to the aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
19th day of June, 2009.
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RICKRERRY

Governor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

*ILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
8SECRETARY,OF STATE

O'CLOCK

JUN 19 2009

Depuly Secretary of State



