
Price: $2.50(members) 
$).00(non-members) 

Copyright © 1980 German-Texan Heritage Society



NEWSLETTER 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 

Editor - In - Chief 

Mary Mathis El-Beheri (D. MacArthur High School) 
238 Pershing Ave., San Antonio, Tx. 78209 

Managing Editor (Calendar of Events) 

Anna Thompson (D. Crockett High School) 
2116 lifnnbrook Dr., Austin, Tx . 78748 

Membership Editor 

Dona Reeves (Southwest Texas State University) 
Rt. 2, Box 239A, Buda, Tx. 78610 

Corresponding Editor (Grassroots Commentaries) 

Glen E. Lich (Schreiner College) 
Westland Place, 718 Jackson Rd., Kerrville, Tx. 78028 

Special Consultants 

Robert Robinson-Zwahr 
3801 57th St., Lubbock, Tx. 79413 

Ingrid KUhne-Kokinda 
9202 Attleboro, San Antonio, Tx. 78217 

Associate Editors 

Genealogy 
Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio, Tx. 78213 

Bi-Focal ( German-Texana book reviews) 
Minetta Goyne, 1205 Sherwood Dr., Arlington, Tx. 76013 

Archives and Special Collections 
Maria Watson, 315 Adams St., San Antonio, Tx. 78210 

Lebendiges Deutsch (Where German is spoken) 
Joseph Wilson 
Dept. of German, Rice University, Houston, Tx. 77001 

Folklore 
Gilbert Jordan, 3228 Milton Ave., Dallas, Tx. 75205 

New Topics and Research Projects 

512-828-7815 

512-282-1933 

512-29 5-5901 

512-257-3439 

806-797-2181 

512-6_54-7170 

512-344-7229 

817-275-4095 

512-224-4734 

713-527-8101(3227) 
-686-2733 

214-363-2092 

Lera Patrick Tyler, Westland Pl., 718 Jackson Rd., Kerrville, Tx. 78028 

Associate Managing Editor 
Julia Penn, 3208 %- Grandview, Austin, Tx. 78705 512-454-0992 

Surname Index (Newsletter) 
Marilyn Collins, 500 River Rd., Seguin, Tx. 78155 512-379-8543 

Correspondence, contributions, and manuscripts for publication should be sent to the 
editor-in-chief or to one of the associate editors; subscriptions to the membership 
editor. For subscription rates, see special membership form in the back of this issue. 
NEWSLETI'ER is published twice a year in July and in February. It is written, compiled, 
edited, and published by volunteers. Back issues may be ordered from the managing editor, 
$3.00 per issue for non-members and $2.50 per issue for members . 

..... SEE BACK COVER FOR CONTINUATION OF EDITORIAL BOARD AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS .•.•. 

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1980 Vol. 2 (II) No. 2 (July)

Copyright © 1980 German-Texan Heritage Society



TABLE - OF - CONTENTS

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Volume II, Number II, July, 1980

FRONT AND BACK INSIDE - Editorial Board, Board of Directors, Ads

Back Two Pages - Membership Information

1 EVENTS CALENDAR (Anna Thompson)

2 Notes from Anna; Folk Festivals in Washington County(Elizabeth Lehmann)

3-4 San Antonio Restaurants; Places; Maps

5-7 1980 GTHS Meeting Information; Schedule; Registration Form

8 Editor's Note: "DRT library - Deserted by Loyalists"

9 EDITOR'S PAGE- About the May meeting; Notes about editorial board

10 "Dowry" (Lisa Kahn); Renewal Notice; Congratulations to Idselotte Babin

11 Third GTHS Meeting, Winedale, 1981 - Steering Committe named

12-13...."Sophisticated Pleasure: German Style" (Sharon Miller)

14-16 ,.. .LEBENDIGES DEUTSCH: "Remnants of German in the English of the Texas Germans"
(Joseph Wilson)

16 GTHS member becomes a Bishop

17 "Texas Germans"(Don H. Tolzmann); From "The Week in Germany"

18-19 COLLECTING GERMAN FOIKL0RE AND HERITAGE MATERIAL (Gilbert J. Jordan)

19-20... .REUNIONS "Texans for a Week"(Lera T. Lien); Hoelscher-Buxkemper;Pfeil;Danz;
Schwab; Dentler

21 '.'In other Words" (Charles von Rosenberg)

22-23....BI-F0CAL: Book Reviews (Minetta Goyne)

24-26....New books/Publications; A letter from Oldenburg(transl. by Ingrid Kokinda)

27 '.'Need to Know What is Happening in the Federal Republic of Germany?" German
Information Center; Goethe Institute; Consulate General

28,, Mixed articles; Texas/AATG Sourcebook

29 "Trav Windham: Cattleman at l6"(submitted "by Ted Goedeke)

30 Texas Tech Project

31 "Rangers Killed South Texas German Loyalists" (Maury Maverick)

32 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: University of Texas at San Antonio (Maria Watson)

33 PATRONS/NEW MEMBERS (Dona Reeves)

GERMAN-TEXANS' GENEALOGY (Theresa Gold)

34-36....Writing to Germany; Fredericksburg Colonists

37-38... .Fayette Heritage Museum; Austin County Cemeteries; Organizing your Research

38-44....From our Members

44-45....Obituary of Fritz Kruger, Sr., Dessau, Tx.

45-47 GTHS Members' Genealogical Exchange

48 Obituary Notice: Faau Conrad Zuschlag (Millie Jenull Jachmisen)

49 "The Old Gardener" (Gilbert J. Jordan); "Spruche" (Anna Eberle)

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1980 Vol. 2 (II) No. 2 (July)

Copyright © 1980 German-Texan Heritage Society



TABIE - OF - CONTENTS (continued)

50 Aus Deutschland, news clips from Ingrid

51 "Robert Carl Dehnisch and Margarita Braden" (Barbara York)

52.......Senior Singles(The Week in Germany); "Koln feiert Jahrestag der Dom-Vollendung";
Monolingual Americans

FROM: SOCIETY FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES NEWSIETTER(lavern Rippley, editor)

53 Announcement of 1981 Symposium, April 10-11, San Antonio; How to join

54-55... .Rcent Doctorial Dissertations in German-American Studies

^ Pennsylvania German Folk Songs; Iiichow's Restaurant; German literature Abroad;
German School in New York

56-57... .Recent Publications with Commentary

58 Postcard and Stamps honoring German-Americans; German-English Bilingual Program
in Cincinnati; Recipe

59 "Austin Saloon gets official IAsting"(S.A. Express); Christie Gold recalls poem

60 "Sprachlose Weltmacht"(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung), sent by Elfi Ochs

61-62... .1979 INDEX(TOPICS), Theola Dallmeyer and Diana Bennett

German Village in Columbus, Ohio is a Model in Hi/rtoric
Freservation

In the heart of Columbus, Ohio stands the 232-acre Gorman

Village. It is mainly a residential neighborhood, a neiglibor-
hood in which compact red-brick houses stand surrounded by
neat gardens, quaint iron fences, and tree-shoded brick side

walks. The neighborhood was originally settled during the*
1880fs by German immigrants who came to work in the nearby
breweries. By the turn of the century, German Village had
become a thriving ethnic community with a distinctive archi
tectural style.

Prohibition disrupted the brewing industry and in time the
neighborhood changed, many of its original residents moving
away. In the late 1950,s, when urban decay had begun to
overtake the area, Frank Fetch and his wife bought one of the
old houses and completely restored it. Fetch and others
formed the German Village Society in 1960 for the "preserva
tion and restoration of property in the German Village area
and the retention of its charm and old world atmosphere."
Through the efforts of this non-profit corporation, German
Village has been rescued from oblivion and is again as well-
kept and picturesque as it was a century ago.

Restoration and renovation of the area is still going on.
Several years ago, German Village was designated an historic
area, and today any architectural changes in the district must

be approved by a volunteer commission set up by the Columbus
City Council.

Although German Village is no longer an ethnic enclave,
it is proud of its German heritage. In some gardens, the
grape vines planted by the original owners have survived and
are still cultivated. Above all, the unique appearance of
the houses, in which lintels of cut stone top windows flanked
by neat shutters, recalls the area's distinctive past. In

1968, La Vern Rippley published a small volume on the Columbus
Germans which is available by writing: Debra Klamfoth, Ex.
Director, The German Village News, 624 South Third St.
Columbus, Ohio 43206.

S^eZJZf
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Anna Thompson

EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY

1-August 23 Canyon •• ."TEXAS" (musical drama; except Sundays)
3-4 Seminole*•••..........••Gaines County Diamond Anniversary
3-5 Seguin.. •••Freedom Fiesta
4 Bastrop..•••••••••••••••Community Festival on theriver (2:30 p.m.

until midnight
4-6 Round Top...............Intl. Festival-Institute (classical music,

every Fri, Sat, Sun; began June 6)
5 Darrouzett.. •••••••••••.Deutsches Fest (parade, foods, contests,

entertainment)
9-12 Ladonia.•••...••••••• •••Frontier Days Celebration
19 Fredericksburg.. .Night in Old Fredericksburg
26-27 Galveston...............Wurstfest (arts, crafts, foods)
31-August 3 San Antonio.•••• ..Texas Folklife Festival

AUGUST
1-3 San Antonio ••Texas Folklife Festival (began July 31)
1-3 Schulenburg ••••••Festival
1-9 Austin...... ••••••Aqua Festival

1 Czech Night
2 • Mexican Night I
3 Black Night
4.......................Country & Western Night I
5...... Italian Night
6 Mexican Night II
7...... ••••••••••••Country & Western Night II
8 •••••••German Night

Water Parade, Fireworks

9### ••• ••Country & Western Night III
9 New Braunfels.♦•••••••..Benefit Rummage Sale
15 Praha TFlatoniaJ .126th Feast or St. Mary's & Prazka Pout

(Czech homecoming)
28-31 La Grange...............County Fair
30-31 West....................Westfest
30-Sept. 1 Boerne. ••County Fair

SEPTEMBER
1 Boerne..................County Fair (began August 30)
6-7 San Antonio.............Second Annual Convention of the German-Texan

Heritage Society; Menger Hotel
13-20 Brenham. • .County Fair
24-28 New Braunfels...........County Fair, Horse Races, Rodeo, Parade

OCTOBER

? Fredericksburg••••••••••Damenfest

NOVEMBER

1-9 (?) New Braunfels•••..••••••Wurstfest

DECEMH5R
Dec* Fredericksburg •••••Christmas Tour of Homes
Christras Copperas Cove ••••••German Christmas service the Wednesday evening

preceding the holiday. Immanuel Lutheran Church;
Rev* Richard M. Manus, Pastor

"Tages Arbeit, abends GSstel Saure Wochen, frohe Festel
(Goethe, Schatzgrfiber)
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A Note from your Events Calendar Editor, Anna Thompson

I wish I could go to all the festivals and fairs I list on my efelendar, bub if I go to one
I immerse myself completely in the activities and atmosphere of the event by renting space
for a booth* Once I have set up shop on the festival grounds, ngr posters announce to the
throng of people that I represent three institutions:, the German-Texan Heritage Society,
the Crockett High German Club, and myself. The money I collect from the sale of newsletters,
memberships, and recipe booklets has to be turned over to the first two organizations in
its entirety, since they are non-profit. Since the space for a booth costs as ouch as $50
(fifty dollars) in some places I sell things to pay for the booth and w personal expenses.

June 6-8 I was at the Austin Ethnic Folk Festival in Fiesta Gardens on Town Lake in Austin.
I sold wooden toys, yarn purses and men, jewelry, and luffa gourd sponges. Lots of people
stopped by to talk to me in German or to ask about the German-Texan Heritage Society. I
sold several newsletters and handed out about 20 membership application forms. Last year
I was the only German booth there and this year I was the largest. Needless to say, I helped
fill a need for many festival goers, who were looking for a representative of their ethnic
group in the park.

On July 4 I will be at a community festival In Bastrop along the river. And fromAugust 1
to August 9 I will be at the Aqua festival on the Auditorium Shores of Town Lake in Austin.
German Night will be August 8, starting at 6:30 p.m. I hope to see many of you there,
participating in the activities and, perhaps, volunteering half an hour to help talk to
interested people visiting my booth. And - if you have some hand-made items, whose sale
would do credit to my German-Texan booth, send them or bring them to me with your asking
price, and I will see if I can sell them for you.

Look around to see where you can represent the German heritage in our connnmities.

GERMAN HERITAGE FOLK FESTIVALS IN WASHINGTON COUNTY

The oldest German folk festival of Washington County and Brenham dates to
1874 when German citizens of Teutonic descent,following a custom of Northern
Europe,began observing the Volksfest,with the passing of winter and beginning
of spring.

The Volksfest was held by the Harugari Lodge for about five years when fin
ancial difficulties caused the lodge to turn its holdings to the Brenham Fire
Department.For many years this festival was under the auspices of the Fire
Department until the organization of the Brenham Maifest Association. Conse-
quently,the the annual Maifest celebration has been held at the Fireman* s Park
in Brenham,

The Fire Department's role was a unique one* In April,1867 following the
burning of part of Brenham by Federal soldiers stationed here,the Brenham
Volunteer Fire Department was organized to protect the lives and property of
the citizens during reconstruction. In reality.this was a military organi
zation consisting of two companies, Hook & Ladder Company,and the Brenham Fire
Protection Company.

Maifest, the old fashioned folk festival complete with both a junior(ages
8-10) and senior (high school ages) royal court is always held the second
weekend in May to coincide with Mother1s Day celebration and specified high
school reunion classes. This year (1980) was the 90th observation.No cele
brations were held during the wars*

Varied festival events such as parades and coronations of both junior and
senior royalty,continous entertainments,games,art shows,carousel,and Maicrafts,
such as Face Painting,Black Forest Adventure,hobby horses,are held, making this
locally produced feast fun for the entire family*

This year seventeen food booths provided varieties ranging from Washington
County 'sausage on a stick1 to (Washington County) Blue Bell ice cream. All
concessions and activities were planned and carried out by local citizens and
organizations•

Brenham Maifest is a family oriented fantasy and feasting time!
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Nowhere else but

San Antonio
RIVER SQUARE

The Stockman
409 E. Commerce

Uniquely designed to pay tribute to the
grandeur of the West. Majestic ceilings,
timbered walls, mounted heads of cattle.

Serving luncheon Monday through Friday
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Dinner seven days a
week 5:30 to 10 p.m. Telephone 224-4479.

unique Rifts, unusual clothing
and art from Indonesia, India,

Thailand and China.

J^ nAiicsvGALLERY
Featuringthe finest: paintings, crafts
and handctafted tree ornaments

folk arts, antiques,
-jt- embroideries, wood

\j work and gifts from ^
"^ theisland %i/^W

Little Rhein Steak House

231 S. Alamo at Vililta

Serving fine foods in 1850's surroundings.
Three inside dining areas, the tap room and
river terrace. Private parties arranged.
Open daily for dinner. Telephone 225-2111.

St. Joseph's Downtown Church
623 E. Commerce

Cornerstone lajd in 1868 by German-
speaking Catholics. Sunday Masses: 8, 9:30
(in Spanish) and 11 a.m., 12:30 and 5 p.m.;
Saturday; 6:15 p.m.: Holy Days: 12 and 5:30
p.m.; daily: 12 noon. Rev. Charles
Grahmann. Telephone 227-0126

St. John's Lutheran Church

502 E. Nueva

Celebrating it's 121st anniversary in 1978.
Sunday services at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m. Holy
Communion each first Sunday in the month.
Pastors Maurice Gold and Norman

Albertson. Telephone 223-2611.

Peddlers' Wharf
weaving, watercolors, oils

ceramics, macrame,

lapidary art

19 UNUSUAL SHOPS IN A HISTORICAL SETTING'
403 E.COMMERCE OK RIVER WALK BETWEENTHESTlX-KMAN«(iRKE.NH()l'SE

Designs {or Casual
handcrafted hammocks.

hanging chairs.
deck chairs

W.-Slup Lower Level

HOURS
ALL SHOPS: MON. THRU FRI.

10 A.M.-5:30 P.M.

SATURDAY- 10 A.M. -7:00 P.M.

SOME SHOPS: SUNDAY
12NOON-6:00P.M.

Casa Rio

430 E. Commerce

Featuring Mexican food and came asada.
Serving on the banks of the San Antonio
River since 1946. Dinnerboat parties. Open
11:30 a.m. For information call 225-6718. '

Tower of the Americas

Restaurant

HemisFair Ptaza

Elegant dining in Tower of the Americas.
Fine steaks. Open for lunch 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., dinner 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday; 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. Free parking at the
base of the tower. Telephone 223-3101 *

The Greenhouse
516 River Walk

Overlooks the river with tables on oulside

balcony. Freshly-prepared home-made
soups and desserts, soup and salad bar and
daily specials. Piano for use of customers.
Beer and wine. Open 11:30a.m. to 9p.m. Mon
day through Saturday; 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday. Telephone 224-4515

The Little Bavarian
2102 S. Presa

Horst and Erma Rau are both the owners
and cooks in this old-fashioned German
restaurant serving food at reasonable
prices. Open Tuesday through Thursday 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.; 5 to 9 p.m.; Friday 11 a.m. to
2 p.m., 5 to 10 p.m.; Saturday 5 to 10 p.m.;
Sunday 1 to 7 p.m. Telephone 532-0522. "

Bavarian Gasthaua. 416 8th St. (222-9921). Dining in genuine
German chalet decor. Sauerbraten. rump steak schnitzels ham
hocks,bratwurst. salads. BlackForest cake. Cordon Bleu, ham and
cheeseomelettes, weight watcherplate,sandwich andsoupspecials
desserts. Wine list and beer. S2.50-$8.50. Mon thru Thurs 11am-
10p.m., Fri 11a.m.-11p.m., Sat 4-11p.m. Live entertainment
weekends, zither Fn night, organ and sax Sat night.7-1Opm Party
room available. AE. MC. VISA, DC. Personal checksaccepted

San Antonio Boasts.
America's Finest Traditional

Jazz Group.

Hear Jim Cullum's Happy
Jazz Band

in person on the River nightly
except Sunday & Monday

Entrances at River Square
and 417 East Commerce 223-7266
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The Alamo
Alamo Plaza

Established in 1716 as Mission San
Antonio de Valero. Localed on the corner of
E. Houston and S. Alamo. Hours are 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Telephone
225-1391

King William
Historic District

Neighborhood of restored Victorian and
early Texas homes. The district begins at the
corner of King William Street and South St.
Marys Street with the Anton Wulff House,
(circa 1870) headquarters of the San
Antonio Conservation Society. Guided tours
of Wulff House Monday through Friday 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Free walking-tour pamphlets
available at the Wulff House, 107 King
William Street

Steves Homesteaa
509 King William

Museum of Victorian era. One of the
finest examples of fashionable old German
residences. circa 1874. Owned and
maintained by San Antonio Conservation
Society. Open daily 1 to 5 p.m. Morning
loursbyappointment. Adults $1, children 25
cents, under 10 free, group rates 50 cents.
Telephone 225-5924

Hertzberg Circus Collection

210 W. Market

Priceless gathering of circus memorabilia
from the 19th century and early part of the
20th century. Exact replica of the Big Top,
rare handbills and personal belongings of
Tom Thumb and his wife included in the
collection.

Tower of the Americas

Open seven days a week. Adults $1 and
children 50 cents. The observation deck is

open from 10 a.m. to midnight. Telephone
223-3101.

-/'

San Antonio

*= Fbilou)

?
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
SECOND ANNUAL MEETING

September 6-7, 1980

PROGRAM

Saturday, September 6.

9a.m. - 12 noon Registration (at the Bandstand
on Alamo Plaza,across from Hotel)
After 12 in lobby

9:30 - 11:30 a.m. SESSION I (be on time)
"Tour of Historic German San Antonio"

...Bus leaves promptly at 9s30 f^ora in
front of the Menger

...Buses seat total of 90 people, book
your reservations early.

...Tour Guides: Maria Watson, Mary
El-Beheri, Ingrid Kokinda, Pat
McGuire, MacArthur German Club.

...Each member of the tour will receive a

printed tour guide to follow
Tour will include: St. Joseph's Church, King

William Street, Institute of Texan
Cultures, German-English School, Staffel-
Elmendorf houses, Alte Turnhalle, ETC....

10:30 Displays may be set up in the Hotel
Display supervisor: Theresa Gold

12-1 p.m. LUNCHEON Menger Hotel
12:15 Welcome
12:30.....Musical Presentation:

The Bejar Opera Workshop
Selected"Deutsche Lieder"

Betty Koster
Verlene Reese

Art Winden

1 - 1:30 p.m. View Displays

1:30 - 3 p.m. SESSION II

1:30 - 2:30 "How to Preserve old
Photographs." David Haynes,
Institute of Texan Cultures

2:30 - 3:00 Musical Presentation
The Beethoven Mannerchor of S.A.

"Oldest Men's Chorus in Texas"

(1865)
Otto Ransleben, Director
Edmund Seidel, President

3:00 - 3s30 Kaffepause
View Exhibits

3:30 - 5:00 SESSION III, Genealogy Panel
"How to find and use state, county,

church records, as well as records
from Germany"

Chairperson - Theresa Gold, S.A.
Robert Robinson-Zwahr, Lubbock

Bob Green, Bexar County Clerk

Guadalupe Gonzalez, Bexar County

Menger Hotel
San Antonio

(Other members of the genealogy panel
will be named at the meeting.

5:15 - 5:45 SPECIAL SESSION

Multimedia Slide Show

No general meeting dinner is planned,
see page listing places to eat near
the hotel. Visit with old and new

friends.
». >» «, .. w n n %, %m <i x m *j «* «' w %j it n \j \j \j \j u *, w ** \j w */ y y y y y y y y

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Dinner work session
Editorial Board, Board of Trustees,
Steering Committee for 1981 Meeting

Room Reserved: Bavarian Gasthaus and

Biergarten, 4l6 8th Street.
BAVARIAN GASTHAUS &

BIERGARTEN 416
Eighth St., 222-9921. Ger
man-style cooking with
schnitzels, wursts, kraut
strudels, etc. German po
tato pancakes and other
specialties as well as
steaks, beef. Homemade

MorKThur lf-10. Frin-a
Sat 4-11..AE, MC VIS*
and locgl checks.

wnwt/wt/w*,t, v, v *J \i *t \* *1 K^y V V V
TTOTTrvTnT AH XXJIXAAnnAl

Sunday, September 7»

8:30 - IOiOO a.m.

8:^5-••.Announcements

9 - 10:00 SESSION IV

9:00 - 9:30 Lisa Kahn reads from
Lisa Kahn.."Round Top and Texan
PoemsV...Lisa will be our first

and only presenter to give her
presentation in German. English
translation hand-outs will be

provided. The beauty of Lisa's
work is best heard in her native

German.

9:30 - 10:00 "Anglicisms in
Texas German", Joe Wilson,
LaGrange-Giddings area

10:00 - 10:30 View Exhibits

10:30 - 12 noon SESSION V
Oral History Panel

"How to develop and use oral history
techniques in research"(Examples, slide
show, recordings) - Meredith McClain,
Lubbock with students from Texas Tech

12:00 - 12:30 Closing Remarks
AUF WIEDERSEHEN

Archives in WINEDALE
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GTHS SECOND ANNUAL MEETING

SPECIAL DISPLAYS.

Photos.

E.O. Goldbeck, San Antonio
(Panorama)

Antique Advice.
Arlene Burges, Round Rock

Post Cards.

Arthur Nagel, Boerne

Alte Schrift(01d German writing)
Otto Tetzlaff, San Angelo
Anna Eberle, Fredericksburg

Folklore.

Ann Iindermann, Houston

Blacksmith.

Roy Bellows, Fredericksburg

Silversmith.

August Faltin, Comfort

Calligraphy.
Barbara Ann Dielmann, San Antonio

Family Scrapbooks
Theresa Gold and Family

Auf Deutsch Sprechen
(Practice speaking German)
Eberhard Hermann, Dallas
Ingeborg Haley, Comfort
Frank and Helgard Suhr, New Braunfels

Genealogical Charts
Ernest and Irma Guenther, Austin

Pottery"
Judy Thielemann Woolley,. Austin
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

We invite you to join in the above
categories with your things to show off.
Who would like to bring something to
display in one of the following:

1. Quilts
2. Recipe Collection and German

Cooking
3. Gardening Advice
J*. Other????

Please volunteer...call or write to

Theresa Gold, if you want to join the
displays. Her tel. nr. and address
are on the cover of the NEWSLETTER.

Those who participate have more fun*.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

All GTHS members are cordially invited to
show-off crafts, hobbies, projects. If
a member wishes to sell items, he/she must pay
the hotel fee of $15.00 for using their space.

SAN ANTONIO SEPT. 6-7, 1980
-fe.

BOOK/PUBLICATION EXHIBITS

German National Tourist Office
Gothe Institute

Schatzkammer

Texas, AATG
Deutsche Welt-USA
Consulate General, Federal Republic
Texas A and M Press

University of Texas Press
E-Heart Press

Nortex Press

Displays "by authors are welcome

xxxxxxx****xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

MEETING ENTERTAINMENT

Alamo Plaza Band Stand

Saturday, Sept. 6

10:00 - 10:30 A.M.
Laura DeWitt, Accordionist

San Antonio

10:30 - 11:00
Dancers(to be announced)

11:00 - 11:30
Ed Kadlichek and Group
New Braunfels

11:30 - 12:00
Ronnie Sachs and Friends

Round Top

We have the band stand reserved for our meeting
on Sat., Sept. 6, 1980, from 9 am - 2 pm for
entertainment. If any members wish to perform,
please contact the Editor.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

BUDAPEST (Hungarian)
514 La Vllllta, 225-9379.
Champagne contlntental
breakfast served from 7
a.m.-noon. Live enter
tainment by a cimbalom
plover and violinist provi
de romantic atmosphere
for spicy chicken, stuffed
cabbage and homemade
strudeT. Langos and stru-

Night owl dishes served
offer 10 p.m. Reserva
tions recommended. Dai-
M O.m.-midnTghf. VI-

, no checks...

THE OPERA RESTAU
RANT, 229 S. Press St.,
225-6276. Charming res
taurant housed in a Con
servation Society-saved
home across from Lo Vil-
lita. Prime rib is the spe
cialty. Lobster comes
prepared four different
ways. Good variety of dis
hes featuring ham and
chicken. Lunch, Mon-Fri
11 a.m.-2 p.m.; dinner,
Mon-Sat 4 p.m.-10:3O p.m.

TIm KangarooCourt. 512 Riverwalk (224-6621). Decoratedwith
antiquesand leadedglasswindows. Bothindoorandoutdoordining,
with patio on the Riverwalk. Seafood, sauteed shrimp, avocado-
stuffed shrimp and cheesecake are specialties.Winelist, extensive
selection of cocktails and beer including 12 tap beers and 19
imported. Lunch $1.80-$11.50. lunchspecials$1.80-$3.15. dinner
$3.15-S11.50. Open for serving 7 days a week 11:30ara-11:30pm.
closed at midnight Allmajor credit cards. No personal checks.

MlTlm»C^ AB«li^. 218ProcUxo Row InMarket Square (225-

people atlunch and lively atnight wttt Man*ftl&JatMtlght dtoers
SnTSourtsts. Mexican spedaWes. cakta. ****(**** P8" *£*Swes^wnemadeMeSSnondtes. Localand Mexicanbeer, irtxed
cS^atiobar$t.6S^S. Open 24 hours. Cash only.

THE FIG TREE, 515 Po-
seo de lo Villita 224-1976.
Restored old home on the
river makes an: enchant
ing setting. Gourmet food
Is quite good and expensi
ve and service is pleasant
though slow. Doht rush;
the food's worth it. Daily 6
p.m.-10:30 P.m. Reserva
tions recommended. AE,
VISA, DC, MC, no checks.
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REGISTRATION FORM -7-

SECOND ANNUAL GTHS MEETING, Sept. 6f 9:00 am to
Sept. 7i 1:00 pm
Menger Hotel

NAME(s) of MEMBER(s) , _

STREET CITY

STATE ZIP TEL, NO.

REGISTRATION FEE

$16.00 per member ___ $
(Registration fee includes luncheon, Sept. 6 and buffet breakfast, Sept. 7 in Hotel)

OPTIONAL Bus Tour of German Places in San Antonio: Saturday morning, 9:30-11130 a.m.

$2.50 per person $

NO. OF MEMBERS TOTAL

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED |_

Make check payable to? German-Texan Heritage Society. Detach this Registration Form and
mail it with your check to: Mary El-Beheri DEADLINE

238 Pershing Ave. August 23 1980
San Antonio, Tx. 78209 AUgUSt 2J' 19°°

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

CONVENTION NOTES TO MEMBERS:

The enclosed postal card is to be used to make room reservations at the Menger Hotel and
has to be returned to the hotel by August 23, 1980. If you wish to make your reservations
by telephone, please BE SURE TO TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
MEETING. If we do not fill up at least 50 hotel rooms, the Society has to pay extra for use
of meeting rooms.

The meals in the hotel are also a part of the package deal for using their meeting rooms.
This is normal procedure for all hotels.

ALAMO PLAZA — BY THE ALAMO

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 7820S

TELEPHONE

S12-223-4361

Services
CHECK OUT TIME: Regular check out time is 2:00 p.m.

CREDIT CARDS: We honor all major credit cards.

RESTAURANTS: Our Coffee Shop provides food service from 6:30 a.m. till 2 p.m. The Patio Room and
Lounge is open from 11 a.m. till 12 midnight.

BANQUET ROOMS: Wehavesix banquet rooms to accommodate from 10 to 300 people.

ROOM SERVICE: Room Service is available from 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Poolside Service is also available for
breakfast, lunch and dinner —just call Room Service.

DRUGSTORE: Newspapers, magazines, liquor, tobacco, souvenirs,drugs and sundriesare available.

CANTINA: Located on each floor, these refreshment centers provide soft drink machines and free ice.

TELEVISION: All of our rooms are equipped with TV, using Channels 4, 5, 9, 12 and 41. We also show cur
rent in-room movieson Channel 7 continuously from 2 p.m. without commercial interruption.

TELEPHONES: Full telephone service, including wake-up service.

SWIMMING POOL: Enjoyour heated pool year around from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Lifeguard on duty.

|£AIRPORT: Limousine service to and from theSan Antonio International Airport.
SHOPPING: One of Texas' finest department stores is next door and other specialty shops nearby.

PETS: We accept only small, house-broken pets.

DEPOSIT OF VALUABLES: We provide safe deposit service for valuables at no charge at the front desk.

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING: Service available - if in by 9 a.m., deliverymade by 5 p.m., same day.

IRONS & IRONING BOARDS: These items provided through our housekeeping department upon request.

BABYSITTING: Service is available on request for a nominal charge. Please call the Housekeeper.

CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA: Play area is located at the Poolside only.

EMERGENCY CARE: Please call the front desk for services of a doctor or Emergency Medical Care.

^.PARKING: Covered parking, in and out service, for 24 hours is $2.50 per automobile.
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Editor's Note: Petty people and petty politics are not our genre in the
GTHS NEWSLETTER, but the following incident affects not only one of our founding members,
but also other dedicated professionals. Here is the whole story. Rick Casey called it
"Mass Desertion at the Alamo" in the July, 1980, S.A.Magazine. I prefer to call it „•

THE DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLEC OF TEXAS LIBRARY DESERTED BY LOYALISTS.

Head Librarian Catherine McDowell gave 19 years of her life to the D.R.T. Library at the Alamo
in San Antonio. She retired last month with little more than a very faint "thank you" from
the Board she had served so faithfully. The Daughters had not even cared enough about her to
provide her with a pension plan. My first thought upon hearing this was... "Well, the DRT
doesn't have any GOOD Germans on that Library Board," We all know how well Germans take care
of people as they retire and become older. Frankly I was shocked by their lack of concern.
Catherine, so terribly knowledgeable, and outspoken, left the DRT Library for health reasons.
She is a very special supporter of German-Texan research. The Library has become well-known
for its outstanding collections and its superb service. The story doesn't end here
Catherine' s amiable"side-kick" for the past five years, Ann Maria Watson,asked to be
interviewed for the opening.(Maria is a founding member of the GTHS) She was snubbed by the
Library Committee.'! They told her that she must HAVE a masters degree in library science.
Maria's knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm were not considered important. Another wonderful
staff member, Jo Myler, who has a masters degree in library science and 10 years of experience
at the DRT library.was also refused an interview. The most vocal staff member, Liz Davies,
(a 12-year veteran) let it be known that if Maria didn't get the job, the entire staff would
quit. The fourth staff member to quit is a five-year veteran, Gena Krause. The Board never
talked to either Maria or Jo. Thirty-two years of experience were lost as--those four women
left, and add Catherine's 19«...What does the Library have left? The Board's Chairwoman,
Ruth Aniolfa descendent of Hermann Seele), declined to comment about the rude way these fine
professionals were handled. I'm sure that all of Mrs. Aniol's German ancestors are flipping
over in their graves'.'. Are you ready for the real killer? The Board hired a new Head
librarian via telephone from Alaska. Her name is Sharon Ritchie Crutchfield, a native San
Antonian. She does have a masters degree in library science. Maria has received a
Fellowship for her masters degree in city planning at Trinity University next year. Jo is
job hunting. Iiz and Gena are resting. I am deeply saddened by the loss of these friends
at the DRT library. They were so good to my students. It was always such fun to "pop in"
on them. We can all agree that Maria, Jo, Iiz and Gena are personally and professionally
better off, even though 3Lt is our loss. Let's wish the new staff "Alles Gute"(they will
need all the good luck they can get to follow these people.).
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REPORT: May 17, 1980 meeting

Fifteen GTHS members met at the

Institute of Texan Cultures to talk about the

San Antonio meeting and other interests of the
Society. Those attending were: Mary El-Beheri,
Dona Reeves, Anna Thompson, Ken Fuchs, Ernest
Guenther, Irma Guenther, Ingrid Kokinda, Pat
McGuire, Richard Burges,II, Theresa Gold,
Patty Gates, Gerhardt Heye, Dorothy Heye,
Wilma Guthrie and Ethel Hughes. Ingrid made
coffee and brought her special German Kuchen.
Dona reported that as of that date we had
550 members. The group agreed that we
should accept no paid ads for the NEWSLETTER,
but place ads concerning books,etc.,of
members and of interest to members with no

charge in the publication. Paid ads might
lead to outside control. It was suggested
that Southwest Texas State University be
selected as a repository for books and
documents given to the Society. The
concensus of the group was that we need more
member input, more articles from everyone,
and people to organize local groups. Three
projects were suggested: l) A committee to
collect, complie and publish a bibliography
of German-Texan historical and cultural

publications; 2) A committee to select
out-of-print books which should be re
published; 3) a committee to write grant
proposals to get monies for re-publication,
and for microfilming newspapers and other
documents. Pat McGuire suggested a money-
raising project: members can bring books
they have written or other books to auction
off at future meetings. We could also have
a book swap. Please bring your ideas and
suggestions to San Antonio on Sept. 6-7.

SPECIAL THANKS to Theresa Gold for her super
column. Can you believe that she became a
genealogy expert by accident? Well,Qlmost.
It was the compiling and publishing of her
family book that got her "hooked". If she
continues to keep all of you enthusiastic
about genealogy for a few more years, she
will have enough material from her columns
to publish another book. Keep sending her
your questions and information.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

TOPIC INDEX EDITORS are Theola Dallmeyer,
retired English teacher and patron of the
GTHS and Diana Bennett, librarian at the
Roberts Memorial library in Brenham. 1 do

not know Theola and Diana personally. We
sent out an urgent S.O.S. to Elizabeth
Lehmann who recruited them for us. The

first part of their INDEX is in this issue.

We are grateful for their support and help'.

SPECIAL CONSULTANT added to Board.

Ingrid Kuhne-Kokinda, a charter member and
patron of the GTHS, is one of the new German-
Texans. She is a proud former citizen of
Oldenburg, W. Germany and an enthusiastic
San Antonian. Ingrid has jumped into the
German-Texan history and culture with total
dedication - she will drop her entire house
hold on a moment's notice and go off to tell
a German tourist or a high school group about
the Institute of Texan Cultures or drive them

around San Antonio's German neighborhoods.
Ingrid is my strong right hand person...she
translates letters, types, writes articles
and gathers information for the NEWSLETTER.
She is spending July-August in Oldenburg
visiting her family. She has taken San
Antonio with her...a film, slides, pamphlets,
T-shirts, and even a certificate from the
Mayor, Iila Cockrill for the Mayor of Oldenburg.
She is also well-stocked with GTHS membership
forms and the best sales pitch on two
continents'.
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PERSONAL NOTES from Mary

Dona has been studying during June-July in
Bonn. She complained about all the home-work
she had to do. Schade'.

Glen and Lera are back home in Texas. He is

asst. professor of German and English at
Schreiner College. She is teaching at a nearby
high school.

Barbara Ann is spending the summer in Germany
visiting relatives and friends. Her cousin
gave her a ticket to the lassionPlay, so she
decided to make a summer of it.

Robert came to S.A. with his REAL German cousins

from Langenaubach. I gave them my standard
three-hour tour of S.A. with drinks on top of
Hemisfair Tower. It was great fun.

Ingrid and I were absolutely thrilled to escort
Eleonore Iinsmayer(Prau Dr), the Consulate
General of West Germany in Houston and Heinz
Schneppen(Herr Dr), Director of the German
Information Center, New York City, around San
Antonio. We showed them all of the German-,

related sights, the Institute of Texan Cultures
and had lunch on top of the Tower. I think that
Ingrid's suggestion that they go to the dance
hall in Gruene, Texas on Saturday night turned
out to be the high point of their visit.
Every "Yankee-German" must experience the
"German-kicker" side of Texas'.'. They are
delightful people and very interested in our
Society. We hope that they will come again 1
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Dowry 6y Usa Ha Am
Oaken chest fitted with hardware of handwrought iron
from an anonymous village in Westphalia
shipped to Texas—when?—
once protecting home-spun linen
heirloom of grandmothers
jewels too at the side in a slender partition
now full of weather collections

postage stamps
picture postcards
coins

children's photos heart-clamped shut

has a lock as big as a fist
that looks like

the face of a woman

old

worn out

locked up tight

The key
was lost ages ago

CONGRATULATIONS to

G.T.H.S. member

Iiselotte Babin for

a successful year with her
publication, DEUTSCHE WELT-
USA. There are many people
arriving from Germany and
they choose to live in Texas.
Some are here for business

reasons, some to study, some
to travel and others for

various reasons. Many of
these Germans live in the

Houston area and Iiselotte's

paper plays a very important
role in developing a sense of
community among these new
German-Texans. She and her

staff are trying to reach out
around Texas to other new

German-Texans and include

their interests and activities

in the newspaper. The format
of the paper is also interesting
for non-Germans. It is

bi-lingual and some knowledge
of German is necessary. The
paper includes up-to-date news
and articles from German-

speaking countries, as well
as about German-Texan activities.

Lisa Kahn is a regular
contributor to the paper. If
you are interested or have
friends who might be, send for
a single copy for $1.00. Check
it out. See the back cover of

this NEWSLETTER for the address.

,tZ*£
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RENEWAL REMINDER

The G.T.H.S. membership dues
pay for the publication of
the two issues of the

NEWSIETTER yearly. It
also helps with some
expenses for the annual
meeting. Renewal is
due Iff Jan.l, 1981 to
insure delivery of the
February NEWSIETTER.
DEADLINE for articles,
contributions and

information is Dec. 20,
1980.

xcuyvi Jf.J!<i4vyvd>csc f f v6A
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THIRD ANNUAL G.T.H.S. MEETING

September 5-6, 1981

Wlnedale, Texas

STEERING COMMITTEE announced by the president of GTHS
Chairperson Elizabeth Lehmann, Brenham

Theola Ballmeyer, Brenham
A Representative, Der Frohliche

Gesangverein, Round Top
Lisa Kahn, Round Top
Ella Kautz, Industry
Robert Pfennig, Brenham
Ronnie Sachs, Round Top
Leola Tiedt, LaGrange
Joe Wilson, Giddings
Miriam York, Giddings

Other members will be added by this committee. We need
all interested and knowledgeable members from this area
to help with making plans.

FIRST PIANNING MEETING: Sept. 7, I98O...6:30-8:30 p.m.
Bavarian Gasthaus, San Antonio

AGENDA: Where will we sleep and eat?
Where will we meet?

What kind of program do we want?
ALL Committee members please send your address and
telephone number to Elizabeth Lehmann as quickly as
possible. 604AtlowDr., Brenham, Tx. 77833
Tel. 713-836-7689.

0lcuncl acfi, oexab
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SOPHISTICATED PLEASURE: GERMAN STYLE
by Sharon Miller

Douglas MacArthur High School

"Good Imported Liquors, 10 cents per drink. . ."
St. Louis and City Beer on draught."

offA/Kln151?6^??? i,lkf^ ones abov® were °°™*onlj seen around San Antonioafter 1850. Oemtttllchkelt (hospitality) was brought to the wild west by German
saloon keepers, saloons, representing accepted German traditions, were "place
or popular resort where men of all classes dropped in for social confab, to
tell stories and talk politics, as much as wet their whistles." These estab
lishments served food, offered a place to play cards and to read the latest
newspapers from Germany.

San Antonio was noted for the quality and quantity of its drinking estab
lishments. Approxiamately 65% of the saloons in San Antonio were owned and
operated by German families. The neighborhood between Alamo Street and the San
Antonio River, south of the Commerce Street bridge, was known as the "Little
Hhein". The San Antonio City Directory of 1882-1883 listed 71 saloons; however,
many more masqueraded under the guise of beer gardens, billiard parlors,
variety theaters, and posh hosteleries. In 1898, San Antonio mercantile inter
ests listed lj.21 saloons in comparision to 200 retail grocers. Obviously, the
size of San Antonio's thirst seemed to be twice that of its appetite.

Ulrlch Rische«s Buckhorn Bar was the meeting place for German intellectuals,
They went there to read German newspapers, play "Skat", a German card game, and
discuss their business endeavors. Most of its furnishings may be seen today in
the Lone Star Hall of Horns at the brewery.

Often proprietors prided themselves on the variety and extent of their
merchandise so that the serving of fine wines, liquors and tobaccos was the rule
rather than the exception in local pubs. In 1877, Walker»s exchange advertised:
"The Best Liquors, Wines, and Cigars. . ." and "A Spacious and Airy Reading Room
at the service of patrons well supolied with Periodicals. . ." The Exchange also
claimed that "Up Stairs, in this Popular Saloon, will be found one of the best,
ventilated and well-fitted Billiard Parlors in the City. . ." The Alamo Saloon,
Prank Umscheid, proprietor, carried choice wines, liquors, and cigars. George
Horner^ bar-room had "Attentive Barkeepers in Attendance" and boasted "The Best
Cistern Water used. . ." Besides the sale of spirits in bars and saloons,
virtually all of the retail grocers dealt in fine wines, liquors, and tobaccos.
With good reason, San Antonio was considered an oasis in the West by visitors.

The fanciest bar in town in the 1870's was the Menger Bar located in the
hotel. It became famous when Teddy Roosevelt recruited his Rough Riders in it.
Menger Beer on tap was a drawing card. Today the bar is a favorite of tourists.

The only 19th century German saloon still dispensing Gemtttllchkeit is
Boehler's Beer Garden on Josephine Street near the Pearl Brewery. It serves
food and drink and is one gathering place for several generations of German San
Antonians.

Some saloons offered more than liquor. Some offered the institutional
"Free Lunch;'? For a nickel glass of beer, a customer merely walked over to the
free lunch counter and stabbed a few cuts of cold meat or wiener wurst or
shoveled up a few mouthfuls of potato salad or Schmier K9se. The free lunch
ended on July 28, 1°11, when restaurant owners met at the Michael restaurant on
Losoya Street after J.F. Ryan called the meeting. The owners pointed out to
saloon keepers that the restaurants were losing business because men who could
afford to buy their meals were simply going to saloons for a free lunch.

Other saloons frequently were gambling houses. One San Antonian reminisced:
"San Antonio was full of gambling houses, the most prominent being Sid Tuttle's
Silver King, Samuel Berliner's White Elephant, Ernest Hart's Green Front, and
one or two more with wide reputations. I have seen more gold stacked on a faro
table in the Silver King than I ever saw in a bank, most of it consisting of
twenty-dollar gold pieces."

Women associated with the saloon business certainly were a part of the
alluring San Antonio hospitality. By 1911, prostitution was advertised in a
publication, "The Blue Book," which was distributed by the Beauty Saloon, owned

— 1 —
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and operated by Billle Kielman. It listed the inhabitants of the "sporting
district by name, telephone number, and class of quality—A, B, or C.
Prostitution was legal in those days. The preface to the Blue Book contained
information sbout the intention of the book, ". . to be an accurate guide to
those who are seeking a good time." New Orleans was the only other city at this
time in the United States that issued a comparable publication.

As for Billle Kielman1s Beauty Saloon, the Blue Book advertised it as "a
safe and sane th%st parlor. You will find him a pleasant host and a good
fellow well met." The establishment was open day and night, featuring a fine
eatery in the rear, and a stunning oak bar in front. Gentlemen callers departed
neither thirsty nor disappointed. The saloon did its biggest business Saturday
nicrhts. Ranchers and cattlemen roared into town for drinks and "shopping."
Most of BillieJs visitors came from southwest of the county. Some drove wagons
and stationed them in the wagonyards nearby. After a night of drinking, cards,
pool and "other entertainments," the tired rancher found his wagon and made a
second bed.

Billle took a full page ad in the Blue Book and advised, "For information
on the Red Light District, ask me." Some of Billie's gals took lurid names,
ie., Tender Legal, The Three Twins (a cooperative effort), The Belle Bonanza,
The Wonder, and others.

History tells of many brawls in various saloons. Gustav Bergmannfs Bull's
Head Saloon, notorious for robberies and tragedies, was said to be the sweep-up
place of hair and eyeballs on the mornings after. Such incidents as the squar
ing off of two belligerents and a wild shootout following which killed an
innocent bystander named McLain and a female bullfighter known as "Tambora"
(the drum). Many a brave man's blood flowed on the floor of Ed Diesselhorst's
Iron Front.

The glamour of the parlor bars and the friendly hospitality offered by
lesser drinking establishments came to an abrupt halt in San Antonio during
World War I. Local military establishments were overrun with conscripted young
men which precipitated prohibition. As a war measure, a dry zone of ten miles
around all military posts was put into effect in San Antonio on April 16, 1918.
At 9:30 on that night, the doors of every saloon closed permanently. Constitu
tional prohibition became legal a few months later. The closing day was notable.
Business boomed because customers were laying in private stocks and saying
dramatic farewells.

An accepted way-of-life disappeared from San Antonio. Today's modern
cocktail lounge is hardly comparable to the friendly, hospitable saloons and
bars that offered so much to so many for so long.

C1In the 40th annual Junior Historians of Texas Essay Contest, Sharon Miller,

MacArthur Hi^i School junior, won the first place award. At the annual

convention on March 29 in Austin, she was given a check for $60,00. Her

essay will appear in the Texas Historian Journal next year. Sharon is the

first Northeast student to win this honor.)

Bd,r.Afo+£ : TJu *Uw u tU U^aJJj -u*,~-f<>Lte4 ^^^-
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LEBSNDIGES DEUTSCH: Femnants of German in the English of the
Texas Germans

Joseph Wilson
Dept. of German and Russian, Rice University

It is only natural that the formerly dominant use of German
by the German settlers in Texas should have left some traces
in the English spoken by their descendants, excellent as it
otherwise is. The following are a few samplings of such
vestiges, taken mostly from an extensive article I have
written to appear in Languages in Conflict; Immigrant
Languages in the U.S., ed. Paul Schach, which is in press
now at the University of Nebraska Press.

As usual, these items come from my personal experiences
among the Texas Germans {and Wendish Germans) of the
Giddings / Serbin / La Grange area (the •eastern focus1 of
German immigration to Texas). Very probably most of them
would also be found in the »western focus1 (San Antonio /
Fredericksburg / New Braunfels). Unfortunately, I have
little first-hand knowledge of the western region; I hope to
have guest writers do this column from time to time, so that
all the German areas can be covered. Please write with your
suggestions. Besides this regional bias, it must also be
remembered that there are generation differences to be
reckoned with, with older persons naturally exhibiting more
Germanisms. However# many of the things mentioned here may
be heard among even the youngest people and other non-
speakers of German. Let me again stress the overall
excellence of the English spoken by these German Texans.
One often must listen very closely to detect any accent or
non-standard usages at all. Furthermore, such accent and
usages should not be considered defects to be rooted out,
but rather as flavoring elements to be appreciated, just as
we appreciate the Southern and Texas accents generally.

There are a few subleties of general pronunciation and
accent that distinguish this German-Texan English from the
usual Texas accent (varying widely from person to person):
the 'Texas drawl1 is less pronounced, the speech is more
clipped. The r *s of older people are sometimes rolled (or
at least •flapped1 lightly); initial ch is often pronounced
sh ('shaken1, •sheck it out1) ; the nc[ of finder, hunger,
etc., frequently is like that of singer, A peculiarity
which is probably different in this area as opposed to the
western one is the use of w where English has v, as in
•wery* and •wegetables1, quite the opposite of the usual
•German accent1 substitution of v for w (the people of this
region thus do not say fvot do you vont?f)« The reason for
this is that in the German here the w (as in wissen,
wohnen), which in standard German is pronounced like English
v, sounds like English w ; this is not an Anglicism but
stems rather from the regional German spoken in Saxony,
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where most of these people came from, probably also
reinforced by the Hendish (Slavic) language that many of
them originally spoke. As is naturally the case in a
•learned language1, there is a tendency to 'overpronounce'
words, f.ex. beautiful as 'byoo-tee-fall1, and to be misled
by the traps of English spelling, f.ex. pronouncing the
•silent letters' of salmon, salve, and clothes, months,
pronouncing Thom£§on with th, Stephen with f, etc. This
hypercorrectness is, of course, also found in the grammar,
f.ex. 'With whom are you going?*, which is rather startling
from the mouth of a Texas farmer.

Some typical Germanisms are: •she saw me but she didn't
greet me1 (= didn't say hello); 'we are six' (= there are
six of us); 'he said I should be quiet' (= for me to be
quiet); 'I didn't do it yet' {= haven't done it yet); 'they
are married twenty years* (= have been); 'she said she's
going to do it but she didn't' (= she said she was gcing
to); 'he died on (= of) cancer'; 'it doesn't taste' (=
doesn't taste good); 'Mitschkes' (= the Mitschkes) are
coming to see us'; 'I left my hat at Albert' ( = at
Albert's). One of my favorites is 'underthrough', as in
•the calf went underthrough the fence'; many people feel
this makes a necessary distinction from 'under the fence',
which is taken to mean 'and staying under it*.

The German gender system causes snakes, squirrels
(Eichkatzen here), cats, and a few other animals and insects
to be thought of as feminine ('there's a snake — kill
her!'). German number is similarly responsible for 'a
scissors', 'those hair', 'that grapes', 'that weeds', 'those
cotton', etc. Finally, many actual German words are
interspersed into the English. Most common are formulas of
greeting and leave-taking, such as

3ii£§Ii Morten; wie qeht^s? (and such formulaic humorous
answers as auf zwei Beinen) ; schmeisst nicht um ('don't
turn over', i.e., have a safe trip home); glUcklich
angelangt ('happily arrived1, i.e., 'we made it'). Older
relatives are still often known by their German titles,
f.ex. 'Tante Minna*, 'Grossvater Schmidt'. Some things
simply lack a ready English equivalent, so the German is
used: Lebenslauf (a brief, handwritten autobiography, or
the brief biography read by the pastor at the funeral);
Kaffeekuchen (the German kind of coffeecake previously
unknown to us Anglos); Quarkkuchen (quite different from
•cheesecake'); Kochk&se (a soft cheese) ; Kochwurst (the
sausage misleadingly called 'headcheese' in English, if it
is known at all). Some plants and the home remedies made
from them have no known English translation, so you still
hear of Schrecktee ('fright tea'), made from SchreckkrSutig
(•fright greens1), and used to cure nervousness. People
still play the cardgames Skat and Schafskopf and you can
find announcements of •Skat-Tournaments' in the local
newspapers.

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1980 Vol. 2 (II) No. 2 (July)

Copyright © 1980 German-Texan Heritage Society



-/6 -

Epithets and swearwords naturally also tend to be retained:
•what a Panschgans!1 (person who spills things); all that
Quatsch1 (•baloney1); •roach-Dreck1 (excrement); 'oh du
liebe Zeit1 (oh my goodness); «das auch noch!1, or its
English Germanism equivalent 'that too yet1, meaning 'that
had to happen now, too»f (I was once talking to a relative
in English, as he milked a cow; when the cow stepped on his
foot, however, he let out a blast in his native German,
beginning with •du verdammtes Luder!1).

Now that the anti-German sentiment of the wars has long-
since disappeared, the area is proclaiming its German
heritage: the annual 'city fair1 in Giddings is now
officially called the Giddings Geburtstag (•birthday1), and
such terms as the annual Frevburg Maifest are common. A new
menfs clothing store in Giddings is named Das Herren
Gesch^ft, and a young ladies1 •homemakers1 club in"a Grange
is called the Hausfrauettes, (with a conscious mixture of
German and English)* These kinds of things naturally often
are only names, without real meaning to the many who no
longer speak German, However, although its days are
numbered, German is still in considerable native and natural
use in the area* No doubt the best way for an outsider to
experience it is to attend one of the German church
services, where German is not only the language of the
service but also of the conversations of the church-goers
before and after the service.

GTHS MEMBER NOW BISHOP

Congratulations and best wishes to
GTHS member, the Most Rev. l« T.
Matthiesen, installed as bishop of
Amarillo diocese on May 30.

For his bishop's coat of arms, Bish
op Matthiesen has adopted symbols
representing his life and the heri
tage of his family. In selecting
the basic colors red, black, and gold,
the colors of the German national
falg, he honors the heritage of
his ancestors who came from the
towns of Mttnster and Olfen in West
phalia.

Bishop Matthiesen is preparing an ac^
count of his family's history based
on letters written by relatives in
Germany to his early Texan ancestors,
plus letters from Texas to Germany
retrieved from relatives there, as
well as his personal research in
Mttnster and Olfen areas in the sum
mer of 1978.

Ad multos annos, Your Excellency!!
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THE TEXAS GERMANS

One of the most German; areas of the U.S. is the state of

Texas. The boyhood friends of Lyndon B. Johnson spoke
fluent German. When the Chancellor ofWest Germany visited
the Johnson ranch he had the opportunity to speak German
with American-born Texas Germans. There is a reason why
the state of Texas became so Germanic.

Young Germans, frustrated at the reaction of post-Napo-
leanic Germany, conceived of the idea of a New Germany in
America. They felt that by concentrating the flow of immigra
tion to certain areas which had not as yet been admitted to the
Union that a German-American state would arise. A New

Spain, New England, New France, New Netherlands and New
Sweden had all been established. It was, therefore, completely
logical to young Germans that a New Germany could be
created. These German patriots sought an outlet in planning
New Germanies in America "where their efforts could not be
repressed by political reaction, and where their ideal could
flourish in microcosm."

The basic idea was to transmit German culture to America

where it would develop unhampered by economic, social or
political restrictions. In America the German settlers would
remain culturally distinct from Anglo-Americans. The appli
cation of this idea is mainly confined to 1830-55. Friedrich
Muench stated the goals of the New Germany: "Thus we may
in at least one of the American territories, create a state that is
German from its foundation up, in which all those to whom in
the future the situation here at home may seem, as it does now,
intolerable, can find refuge, and which we may develop to be
the model state for the whole commonwealth of men."

The idealists failed to realize their goal of a New Germany.
However, attempts were made in Illinois, Missouri, Texas and
Wisconsin to establish New Germanies. These areas were

heavily saturated with German immigrants. Texas acquired its
first German settlement in 1823 when immigrants arrived from
Oldenburg under the leadership of Baron von Bastrop. When
Texas rebelled against the Mexicans in 1836, most Texas Ger
mans joined the Texan army and contributed to the victory

over the Mexicans. Various societies also channeled German
immigration to Texas. The Germania Society of New York,
established in 1839, sent new German immigrants toTexas. By
1841 the Texans had established a Teutonia Orden in Austin
to preserve the German heritage and to encourage
immigration. Special publications were sent to Europe to
attract German immigration.

One such intersted person was Count von Castell who
attracted a number of Germans, princes and nobles, to es
tablish the Association for the Protection of German Im
migrants to Texas. It purchased a huge tract of land on the
San Saba River where for a fixed sum of money an immigrant
could receive transportation fare, a log cabin and one hundred
and sixty acres of land. Texas was anxious to receive the in
dustrious and efficient new immigrants.

In May, 1844 Prince Carl Solms-Braunfels set sail from
Bremen with one hundred and fifty families in three ships.
They settled down in an area they named New Braunfels in
honor of the prince. After a great degree of hardship, the
frontier citybegan to flourish. Although the idea of creating a
German state failed, a high concentration of Germans create
solid German areas in Texas. By 1850 Texas was twenty
percent German.
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COLLECTING GERMAN FOLKLORE AND HERITAGE MATERIAL By Gilbert J. Jordan

Early last year I promised to give a few suggestions on collecting
traditional material in Texas (NEWSLETTER, I, 1, pp. 30-31). Meanwhile I
collected enough of such treasures to fill a whole volume to be called
GERMAN TEXANA, and the book will be published before long by Eakin Publica
tions, Burnet, Texas. But do not fear that I have dug up all the treasures.
Quite on the contrary, the more I collected, the more I became aware that
there are still great amounts of German folkloric and heritage materials
available.

I am thinking of such matters as verses from autograph albums or memory
books called Stammb&cher or Poesie Alben in German, nursery and childhood
rhymes (Kinderreline). Christmas and New Year's songs and verses, hymns,
children1s prayers, table blessings, religious verse, epitaphs in verse form,
traditional and familiar songs, drinking songs, humorous poems, nonsensical
ditties, tongue twisters, proverbs, admonitions, picturesque speech, riddles,
anecdotes, and jokes. This list is almost a table of contents for my GERMAN
TEXANA book.

In all the areas listed above there are still rich treasures to be
brought to light. Some of the material must be recorded in field research,
such as poetic epitaphs. Most of it must, however, be collected by personal
interviews. In this work researchers have to learn certain techniques, for
example, how to find good informants, and then how to get them to trust you
and share their information with you.

The best way to find informants is to talk with people who have German-
speaking friends and get "leads" from them. Also newspaper appeals will some
times result in finding knowledgeable people. After the informants have been
located, the interviews must be scheduled. Speak German at least during part
of the interviews, if at all possible. Even then some people will hesitate
to talk. They do not want to seem strange and old fashioned. Often they
tell you: "I don't remember anything," but after the Interviewer warms up to
the subject by quoting a few lines, the informant begins to remember.

It is usually a good idea to quote a number of familiar first line, such
as: "Morgen, morgen, nur nicht heute#," "Sauerkraut und Ruben," "Ich bin der
Doktor Eisenbart," "Trink, trink, Bruderlein, trink," "Ich bin der Herr Pas
tor," "Kommt ein Vogel geflogen," "Segne, Vater, diese Speise," "Alle Jahre
wi der," "Horch, was kommt von draussen rein," "Was ist das Ding dort an der
Wand," "0, es sitzt ein Brummer an der Wand," and other similar lines. But
do not overwhelm your informant. If this technique does not bring a sparkle
to the eyes of the elderly, you have "drilled a dry hole." But if this gets
you going, one thing leads to another. Then go to see the informant again a
few weeks later, after he has had time to remember.

Interviewers must, however, not over prompt. I remember the time when
one of my informants started off with "Heile, heile, Segen," and then got
stuck. I prompted with "Morgen gibt es Regen," and my informant stopped me
by saying, "No, that's not it." After a while he came up with: "Heile, heile,
Segen, / Drel Tage Regen, / Drei Tage Dreck, / Und jetzt ist alles weg." If
I had continued to prompt, I might have lost a real Texas-German gem.

Also the interviewer must be patient with elderly people who digress and
start telling about Indian fights and cows and bears. Gently direct the
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COLLECTING

conversation back to the topic by quoting a few entries of your own, like:
"Wenn der Schneider reiten will," or "Nimm, Jesu, melne Hande." Once back on
the right track, your informant may think of some other precious gens.

Tape recordings are a good means of recording folklore, but some elderly
people do not like to sing or recite verse before a microphone. They fear
their voices are no longer good enough, or they may forget and get stuck, or
they are afraid that someone may laugh at their recordings later. If they
object, forget about the tape recorder. You can always have the informant
repeat the lines while you record them in writing.

When interviewing German-born informants, and you want real German
Texana, be choosy in keeping the material because what they give may be too
fresh from Germany. Use such material only after some Texas natives have also
recited or identified these entries for you. Only then may you assume that
the material has been acclimatized. Also list the names of all contributors
with his or her entry. Some background on the informant is usually desirable,
too, such as the place of origin of ancestors in Germany, date and place of
arrival and settlement. Folklorists may want to study your versions later,
and to them the place and date of origin are important.

I must also add that most informants are highly pleased to share their
treasures with you. The interviews often turn into pleasant sessions of
nostalgia and childhood remembrances. Let your informants indulge themselves
in some of this, especially if you are interviewing several in a group. But
keep in mind that sooner or later you will have to direct the conversation to
the subject of the interview.

Finally let me urge you to gather the material now while enough "old
timers" are still with us. In another ten or twenty years it may be too late.
"Make hay while the sun shines" or "Gather ye blessings while yet ye may."

TEXANS FOR A WEEK

For fifty-eight Lich relatives from the Old World, touching down in New
Orleans and stepping into the "Wild West" for one week was a surprising adventure,
They landed in New Orleans and made their way to Texas in two touring buses. On
the way to the Texas Hill Country and the Lich family reunion at Cypress Creekf
they visited Houston and Galveston. On the fourth day, by the time the group
had reached Seguin, they had worked up a Texas-sized thirst, diminished somewhat
before San Antonio by four quarts of Wild Turkey and eight six-packs of beer.
Two days later when the Texas Lichs greeted their German and Dutch cousins at the
Comfort Park they were ready for the local music, red bandanas, and Texas exu
berance. As Heike Will, daughter of a Wetzlar industrialist, was quoted in the
San Antonio Light as saying, "They come up, hug you and call you cousin. I like
it very much."

But the surprises were just beginning for the relatives—they were filled
with barbeque, Texas beer, hot dogs, and roasted marshmallows0 On Saturday
night, May 31, Adolph Hofnerfs country and western band played Hill Country
classics such as "Mein Hut hat drei Ecken" and "Trink noch ein Tropchen" and
over 450 people joined in0 The next night Kerrville^ Poverty Playboys provided
some real pioneer music while 150 people sat under huge live oaks munching hot
dogs. When the Germans discovered these tattered musicians were headed by
District Judge Bob Barton, they simply stared in disbelief that someone of such
an exalted position would dress in overalls and twang folk songs.

— Lera Tyler Lich
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Hoelscher-Buxkemper fest draws 1,000

Cousins flock to biggest reunion

CN

By PEGGY VLERE60ME
American-Statesman Staff

SAN ANTONIO- AlvinBradenstood
at the front ofanassembly ball,surveyed
the hundreds ofchairssetup forhis fam
ily's reunion andsaid there is nopracti
cal way to keepupwiththousands of rel
atives.

"But when we get to something like
this, we all feel like we're first cousins."
he sa|d with a laugh.

Most of them are cousins, no further
removed than sixth cousin. All are direct
descendants of Anton andMary {Cather
ine Hoelscher, who moved from Prussia
to Texas in 1846 with their four sons.
They were joined by their married
daughter, whose married name was Bux-
kemper.

From that familyof sevenhas grown a
family of 12,000 that calls itself Texas'
largest recorded family and says it has
the biggest reunions in the state.

.Almost 1,000 sharedtheirheritageover
the weekend at the every-other-year
Hbelscher-Buxkemper reunion, where
they sang German songs, attended Mass
concelebrated by three related priests
and took care of family businesspresen
ted by the family board of directors.

All wore nametags color-codedto show
whether they are descended from Anton
Jr., Joe, William, Ben or Elizabeth.
Some nametags had two colors, and a
few had three, the result of marrying
within the family.

Some people also dressed in color-cod

ing. "I've got ail of the colors here," said
family secretary Theresa 6. Gold of San
Antonio as she pointed to her skirt, which
had red, blue, purple, yellow and green in
its print.

Gold helped compile the 600-page third
edition of the family's geneology, which
was published last year and has sold
2,100 copies. It traces the family foreight
generations in Texas and three in Prus
sia.

'The most distantly children of the
eighth generation could be related is
sixth cousins to each other," Gold said.
"Most are closer than that."

Since the reunions began in 1954, the
sites have rotated among Frelsburg,
where the original family settled, West
phalia, San Angelo, Temple, San Antonio
and the Corpus Christi-Violet-Robstown
area, where the largest concentrations of
the family live.

The reunion date is chosen by the host
community, and for good reason.

"We still have a strong farming tradi
tion," said Gold.Reunionscan't compete
with planting and harvesting in the reun
ion cities.

Many from the older generations of the
Hoelscher-Buxkemper family still speak
with strong German accents, and some
spoke German exclusively as they re
newed old friendships. At a family sing-
a-longSaturdaynight,some of the songs
were in German, and Sunday some of the
Mass was in German.

ISWshiSg?,"SSai^Sgf!ion cantact

° S 53 oj The tenth annual Johaan Caspar Daaz Family Beunioa is scheduled for
x u^ « Sunday, October 5, 1980, at the LBJ State Park Coamunity Center,
%S 5 o Stonewall, Texas. (Always 1st Sunday in October). For inforaation
§ 2 t w contact Dorothy Bauer, 2730 S# Congress, Austin, Texas 7870U

H-4 »v •*» W

o m u oo
h oo o OJ oo
X i-l *-> fc r-4 DENTLER FAMILY reunion July 27, 1980

at Cuere VFW Hall. For more
information contact, Mr and Mrs
Daniel Dentler, Rt. 1, Bpx 100 D,
Victoria, Tx. 77901.
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IN OTHER WORDS .

Charles W. too Rwenberg
4405 McKhmcv Are.
Dalhu, TX 75205

-*/-

Idioms, those expressions peculiar to a language, by definition
are "funny". Interpreting them may require more or fewer words—even
sentences—if their meanings can be conveyed at all. Some German id
ioms over which I've smiled will illustrate.

Hit einem einen Stein im Bett haben—to have a stone (or gem) in
bed with a person—doesn't mean the person is uncomfortable as though
there were cracker crumbs in the bed; rather it means to be in the good
graces of the person. In contrast, a Zankapfel—quarrel apple—is not,
as one might venture a guess, a sour or crab apple; it is a bone of con
tention and cotild make an unpleasant relationship,

-'J1 abgedankter—thanked-off—employee may have ended his service, re
ceiving a gold watch upon his retirement, but just as likely he may have
been fired. In the latter case, he roight profitably sich reine »fein ein-
schenken—pour himself clear wine—, not to get pickled but to face facts
or tell himself the truth. While thus reflecting, he might wonder if ge-
sotzt dass—firm (or fixed; that—supposing that he had not bragged about
his abuse of sick leave, would he have mit einem blauen Auge davangekommen-
come out of it with a blue eye—escaped by the skin of his teeth?

At your luncheon club, someone suggests Geld zusammenschiessen—to
shoot money together—. He probably doesn't have a crap game in mind;
he's merely proposing to raise money by subscription—for a worthy cause,
no doubt, if you arc wary, gene nicht auf dem leim—don't walk on glue—;
that is, don't be deceived; make inquiry. And while you are at it, ask
whether the luncheon ticket yon bought included das Trinkgeld—the drink
money—. That isn't the charge forwhat you drank, it's the waitnersorfs
(as we are hearing these non-sexist days) tip.

If joxx arc not careful with idioms, you'll get in Dutch, in iinglish
and in German, for radebrechen—whoel-breaking—in other words, murdering
the language!

Pete*.
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BI-FOGAL Minetta Goyne

Almost forty-five years ago, while we elementary school pupils were undertaking Texas
Centennial projects, the venerated Neu-Braunfelser Zeitong published reminiscences and one
piece of creative fiction by Hermann Seele, an early teacher and, during the critical years
of 1861-1866, the mayor of that community. The Seele name had long been familiar to me by
that time. Both my grandmothers belonged to a wGeburtstag Krflnzchen" that also included the
two Seele daughters. The First Protestant Church Auditorium and the local library, both con
structed at about that same period, were places where I spent some of my most fruitful child
hood hours. That library building, its original function in recent years taken over by a
newer and larger one (The Dittlinger Memorial Library) is now the repository for the archives,
including microfilms of the long-lived Zeitung, these invaluable records and a projector hav
ing been a gift of the Oheim family. Nearby stands the Carl Schurz Elementary School, where
the Sons of Hermann used to conduct a German summer school. I accept the fact that the
school building is being dismantled and replaced, having become obsolete. Accepting the fact
that the German summer school sessions, the source of much of my early formal instruction in
the language, has never been reinstituted is a bit harder. It was such a rewarding exper
ience for the local boys and girls in the early 1930fs that there ought surely to be a con
temporary equivalent in every town with heavily German population.

To the delight of everyone familiar with Hermann Seele fs original, Professor Edward C.
Breitenkamp, formerly of Texas A&M University, has recently translated this material as "The
Qypress" and Other Writings of a German Pioneer in Texas. Published last year by the Univer
sity of Texas Press, this valuable addition to German Texana is the ninth in the Etoa Dill
Spencer Foundation Series. The fictional "Qypress*1 is not likely to establish Seele's reputa
tion as an outstanding creative artist, though it and his illustrations for the book, repro
duced in the English version, are hard to resist as representative of the spirit of the pe
riod in which they came into being. Not just for purely personal reasons I found most inter
esting the chapter Seele devoted to his visit in Comfort and Sisterdale as feelings there were
beginning to run very high in connection with issues of the impending Civil War. Blended with
his observations about the charged atmosphere in the local saloon are his memories of a prank
perpetrated by a group of singers and revelers, its victim being the evidently somewhat pedan
tic geographer and hydrotherapist, Dr. Ernst Kapp, prominent in the history of Sisterdale.
Chief prankster appears to have been my great-grandfather, Ernst Altgelt, so that, because of
the identical Christian names of the two lead characters, one might consider this a Geraan-
Texan "Importance of Being Earnest." A short time after this light-hearted fun, Altgelt de
parted for Germany because he no longer felt comfortable in the pro-Union Comfort area, whose
views he did not share; Kapp, on the other hand, remained in Sisterdale until after the con
clusion of the war, then returned to Germany permanently. The war had destroyed his elder
son's health and taken the life of one of his sons-in-law, my great-uncle. Dr. Kapp himself
had figured conspicuously as a spokesman at the historical political meeting of 185U in San
Antonio, a watershed in Texas German politics. The segment in the Seele book dealing with the
eve of the war conveys some of the special poignancy and the virulent dissension that climaxed
in the so-called "Nueces Massacre" of August 1862 and the activities of vigilantes who found
Union sympathizers and lukewarm Confederates equally intolerable. Professor Breitenkampf s
translation is, needless to say, entirely faithful to the original, and is rendered in English
so smooth that one tends to forget it is a translation. The notes clarify and augment the ma
terial in exactly the correct proportion.

Another recent book that should be of great interest to students of German Texas is a
further contribution to the history of San Antonio, a city at one period heavily German, one
that has fortunately come to value and preserve its varied culture. The title San Antonio Was:
Seen Through a Magic Lantern falls apart so badly in both grammar and syntax that I can
scarcely bring myself to type or speak it. The San Antonio Museum Association, its publisher,
can surely not have intended to relegate this lively town to the imperfect tensei

Apart from the infelicitous title, the book suffers from poor design and organization.
The cover, white as the winding sheet that the title suggests might be suitable, will soil
easily and is thoroughly unattractive. The pictures, views from the slide collection of Al
bert Steves, Sr., are in many cases utterly fascinating but are arranged unimaginatively and
often are such long shots that, without a magic lantern to illuminate them, details are com
pletely lost to the reader's eye. As I read Cecelia Steinfeldtfs informative text that ac
companies the pictures I found myself again and again distressed because I could not quickly
locate the main headings under which the materials are grouped, a bit of information essential
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Minetta Goyne

for tracking down the notes. Why the editor did not see fit to make a sharper visual distinc
tion between the segments is difficult to comprehend. Nevertheless, the book is replete with
interesting data that will help to supply answers to many of the questions that some of us
have pondered for years. Also it will make all of us more aware of how important a part the
German element has played in some Texas towns and cities with names that do not instantly sug
gest German heritages.

This observation brings to mind another book, one of an entirely different stamp, being
almost entirely without illustrations a book that serves some of the same purposes for
ante-bellum Galveston. Since 1976 available from the University of Texas Press in a modestly
priced paperback edition, Earl W. Fornell's The Galveston Era: The Texas Crescent on the Eve
of Secession includes among its approximately 300 pages of text numerous references to specif-
ic German residents of the period as well as devoting ten very rich pages to the German com
ponent of the town. The book, because of its principal focus, rarely appears on bibliograph
ies of German Texana, a fact that prompts me to mention it here in the hope that my readers
will be led to this nugget. It did not take family associations or a recent newspaper article
(Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 30 March 1980) to make me aware of the need for a full-scale work
on the Germans of Galveston, but reading it did remind me that, if one were to omit the German
names from the "treasure chest of architectural jewels" that constitutes Galveston's East Ehd,
the tour of Victorian houses, for which the city is famous, would be greatly diminished.

Please call to my attention any published materials concerning German Texas that you wish
reviewed. I endeavor to evaluate judiciously and to put potential readers in touch with ma
terial that will instruct and, when possible, also entertain them. Review copies lent me will
be returned in the condition in which I receive them, unless the sender should wish to be gen
erous and make me a gift of the item. Another alternative is for the item to be sent with the
statement that it should be forwarded to Dona Reeves, whose collection of German Texana at
SWTSU in San Marcos can serve us all well in our research.

MACARTHUR GERMAN STUD5NTS RECEIVE FEDERAL GRANT

YOUTHGRANTS in the Humanities Program of the National Endowment for the
Humanities(N^H) has awarded a grant for $2,296.00 to Patricia R. Forrest,
President of the MacArthur High School German Club, to provide fur.ds for the
completion and reproduction of a slide show and a tour guide entitled:
German San Antonio; 1850-1930. The project includes a narrated slide show
depicting the influence 19th century Germans had on San Antonio's cultural,
economic, educational, religious, architectural, civic, political, social,
and artistic life, as well as an illustrated tour guide of San Antonio which
reveals the continuation of those contributions in present-day San Antonio life.

As Project Director Ms, Forrest will be assisted by Allan Kokinda, artist;
Stephen Ruhlen, photographer; and Mary M. El-3eherif supervisor. Ms. Forrest
and Mr. Kokinda are MacArthur seniors and members of the advanced German class.

Mr. Ruhlen is a freshman at the University of Texas, Austin. Many members of
the MacArthur German Club will be' involved with various phases of the project
which begins on May 1 and must be completed by Oct. 31*

Since 1976 MacAfcthur German students have been gathering information and
searching for pictures to include in the final production. Maria Watson
and the staff of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library and many
individuals have encouraged and assisted the students in this project.
Members of the San Antonio Historical Association and the German-American

Class of the University of Texas, San Antonio, as weD as high school groups
from Kerrville, Smithson Valley and Dallas have previewed the slide-show and
the tour.
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DENVER IM FRUHLING is the latest of
Lisa Kahn's lyrical volumes.
The poems treat a variety of topoi:
language, communication, new
impressions of the "alte Heimat,"
"Amerikaerlebnisse," works of art,
to mention a few. Many of them can
be read with 2nd and 3rd year
students.

ORDER FORM

Denver 1m Fruhling fZJ
72 poems with pen drawings
Stoedtner, Berlin,
$ 7.20 —j
Feuersteine m L—J
77 poems , pen drawing on jacket
Strom, Zurich

* 5-60 . , u*
Klopfet an so wird euch nlcht
aufgetan I—J
62 poems, pen drawing on jacket
Blaschke, Darmstadt
$ 4.20
by ROBERT L. KAHN:
tonlose lieder /_/
52 poems with pen drawings
Blaschke, Darmstadt

Stoedtr.er Verlag
Postfach 370152
1 Berlin 37
Federal Republic of Germany

All books are available at
Mary Rosenberg
17 West 60th St.
New York, N.Y.
10023

or

The Bookshop
2272 West Hoicombe
Houston, TX
77025

and

your German bookstore

Like her previous volumes and the one
by Robert L.Kahn which she edited,

DENVER IM FRUHLING

is illustrated with pen drawings
by Peter Kahn.

c~k 7<

-**y-

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS PRESS
AWARD-WINNER

Author Terry Jordan, Texas Log
Buildings, has received an Award
ofMerit from the American
Association for State and Local
History. This award "is for a
performance deemed excellent
compared nationally with similar
activities." Dr. Jordan was cited
for his efforts to collect and dis
seminate information on Texas
log cabins and the culture that
produced them.
Texas Log Buildings has also
received the Texas Heritage
Award for Research from the
Texas Heritage Council, a com
mittee of the Texas Historical
Foundation. This award is
"given for research projects which
are a significant contribution
to the recorded history of a com
munity, or for techniques or
projects which aid in making
research material more readily
available." Council chairwoman
Lindalynn Adams said, in the
Denton Record-Chronicle, the
book "has become the definitive
guideline for log cabin restoration
in the state."
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Fall, 1979 THE SOUTH CENTRAL BULLETIN

Dona B. Reeves and Glen E. Lich, eds. Retrospect and
Retrieval. The German Element in Review. Essays on
Cultural Preservation. Ann Arbor, Michigan: University
Microfilms International, 1978. xviii + 184 pp. $11.75
(paper).

Heterogeneity of cultures is praised as a virtue in this
volume, and the diversity of contributions reflects this
attitude. There is something for everyone, which does tend
to blur the focus.

Deolecc Parmelee sketches the need for a comprehensive
cultural history of our backgrounds. Amusingly, she cites
A. B. Hart, an eminent historian with a doctorate from
Freiburg, to support the notion that history must be
broad-based. Hart was, in his own words, "a consistent
permanent anti-German" (George T. Blakey,Historians on
the Homefront (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky,
1970], p. 142).

Robert R. Robinson-Zwahr and H. C. Ziehe offer helpful
pointers for those interested in genealogy and church
history. The most exciting contribution to the volume, the

collective work reported on by Mary M. Kl-Beheri, Susan
Clayton, Heidi Triebwasscr, William Wolff, and Lee Ann
Jefferis, not only shows what fascinating results can 1*5
achieved by amateur researchers, but also is full of
information alnnit an interesting German Texan, Julius
Berends. The editors might have corrected a few small
mistakes: the ttutterlin German script (there was also a
ttutterlin Latin cursive) was not introduced until after the
time of Julius Berends, who used earlier forms, as did most
German Texans; the standardization of spelling and
abbreviations was decreed some thirty-five years before
Hitler came to power; Berends demanded a thorough
realization of popular sovereignty, not aconsequential one.

The comments by El-Beheri, George Schulz-Behrcnd,
and Glen E. Lich are specifically directed to teachers and
students interested in local research, and as such arc both
inspirational and informative. Two excellent new works
can extend the sparse list of resources mentioned by
Schulz-Bchrend: Gilbert J. Jordan, Yesterday in the Texas
Hill Country (College Station and London: Texas A&M
University Press, 1979); Glen Lich, The German Texans
(San Antonio: Institute of Texan Cultures, in press).

Lisa Kahn draws attention to present-day German
writers in Texas. It is telling that none of these are Texans
of German descent whose ancestors and community
instilled an interest in literature, as was the case with
earlier writers such as Hulda Walther and Frieda Fuchs.
Similarly, the German play productions W. F. Michael
refers to (rather too briefly) fall into two categories:
indigenous, usually light, entertainments by and for people
for whom German was the preferred social language and
academic performances with a pedagogical motivation.
Michael could have cited Christa Carvajal, "German
Theaters in Central Texas 1850-1915" (Austin: University
of Texas dissertation, 1977).

This collection of essays lacks the broad appeal of Texas
and Germany: Crosscurrents, ed. Joseph Wilson (Rice
University Studies, LXIII,3 [Summer 1977]), but it
complements that volume nicely. It represents a valuable
resource which will hopefully be widely available.

Hubert Heinen

University of Texas at Austin

-*r-

In March, 1980, Gallery Press will publish its
first issue of Folk Art Finder, a bi-monthly
newsletter devoted to folk art of all periods,
but emphasizing the twentieth century.

Each issue will contain a lead article on some

aspect of folk art, a feature story on a twen
tieth century folk artist, book reviews, a
calendar of folk art events, places to visit
that house folk art, a readers' exchange col
umn, and classified ads.

The main purpose of the newsletter is to gen
erate an exchange of information among readers
about folk art, and folk artists. Folk artists
rarely come foreward to identify themselves; in
fact they seldom consider themselves artists at
all. Therefore, the task of finding and bringing
folk art to public notice often falls to others.

Museums, galleries, and shops house excellent
collections of folk art, mostly from the past.
On the other hand deserving work can often be
found weathering in backyards or gathering dust
in attics. Folk Art Finder would like to be a

vehicle through which such deserving, unrecog
nized folk art is brought to light and shared.

The first issue of Folk Art Finder will feature
John Vivolo, a ninety-three year old Connecti
cut folk sculptor, who started his art career at
age seventy-one. He now has over two hundred
carvings which he lovingly refers to as "my
wooden children."

SPECIAL FIRST YEAR SUBSCRIPTION
Only $3.00

For information and subscription,
Write to:

FOLK ART FINDER

Gallery Press Inc.
98 North Main Street

Essex, Connecticut 06426

Telephone 203-767-0313
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German Culture in Texas
A Free Earth; Essays from the 1978 Southwest Symposium
Edited by Glen E. Lich and Dona B. Reeves
0-8057-8415-2 $16.00

This volume presents 13 essays which explore various aspects of the
historical foundations of the Germans in Texas, particularly in the areas of
intellectual and social history, radical politics, philosophy, language and
literature, music, art, folklore, clothing, and homes. It suggests methods
through which German-American cultural survival and regional and ethnic
studies in general may find a place in interdisciplinary studies in high
schools and colleges. A selected bibliography of some 750 items is provided
for further research. Together with this bibliography, the essays arc pre
sented as casebook examples of several useful interdisciplinary approvehc»
to research and writing.

G.K.HALLfirCO.
70 Lincoln Street Boston, MA 02111

-^6 -

A Letter Arrives from Oldenburg^West-Germany)

-by Ingrid Kuehne-Kokinda

The envelope reads: To Lotto*s Fayette Conunty(sic)
Oldenburg - approximately 10 miles northeast
LaGrange on the LaGrange-Round Top-Street

Texas - USA

and it actually arrived someplace, for a handwritten remark suggests:
try: c/o Fayette Heritage Museum - Archives, 150 E. Live Oak, La Grange,
Tx. 789^5. Someone gave the letter to Dona Reeves who gave it to Mary
El-Beheri who gave it to me, because I come from Oldenburg.
Helmut Wilke of Baumeister Strasse 12, D 29 Oldenburg, West-Germany, wrote
the letter and here is what it says:
Dear Ladies and gentlemen of Oldenburg in Texas.
I received a letter "Oldenburg 1886 founded with photos" from my cousin
Marshal Wilke, who lived in Texas.
I would like very much to exchange letters with residents of Oldenburg-
Texas, in case there is-someone who speaks and writes German, for I cannot
speak English, unfortunately.
I wonder whether this letter with such an incomplete address will actually
arrive in Oldenburg-Texas. I hope very much that it will.
A brochure in the English language about Oldenburg in West-Germany is en
closed, so you can see, where I live.
The names of Gerh. Behrens, F. Oppermann, John Imken, Aug.Gau, Henry
Alhorn, Albert Meinardus are old Oldenburg names and do occur very often.

My cousin1s grandfather Julius Wilke, born Vov. 1859 in Hamm/Hannover,
is buried in Oldenburg-Texas. This Julius Wilke was my father's half-
brother.

I am looking forward to an answer in German - maybe with a few photos.
Please write the correct address, so I can answer.

I wish all the residents of Oldenburg-Texas
a happy New Year for I98O.
(signed Helmut Wilke).

Well, how about it. There must be one person in Oldenburg-Texas who would
want to write to Herrn Wilke. I wrote to him and explained how I got his
letter and that I also will be able to see him soon since I will go to
Oldenburg in Juli to visit my family there. At our second state-wide
meeting in September, I will be able to answer questions concerning Herrn
Helmut Wilke.
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Uf t*# Das verzetrte deutsche Geschichtsbild
HAMBURG (dpa). Friedrich der Grofie war
ein Despot wie sein Vater, die preuBische
Armee eine gigantische Strafanstalt. Die
Sudetendeutschen agierten als Hitlers
funfte Kolonne, daher die Sudetenkrise.
Die gesamte deutsche Bevolkerung hat von
der Judenausrottung gewufit, sie sogar ge-
billigt Uberhaupt fiihrt ein klarer Weg von
Luther liber das 18. und 19. Jahrhundert
bis zur Nazi-Barbarei. Wiirde dergleichen
in deutschen Gescbichtsbiichern stehen,
man muBte fragen: ist es Boswiligkeit oder.
Ignoranz? All das stent hingegen in ameri-
kanischen Schulgeschichtsbuchern (High-
school und College), und die jungen Leser
nehmen es ernst. Man lehrt es sie seit
Jahrzehnten so.

Die neuere Geschichte erscheint im
Deutschlandbild der jungen Amerikaner
als eine einzige gradlinige Vorbereitung
auf Hitler und den Volkermord. Ob Absicht
oder Unkenntnis, die helleren Schattierun-
gen auf der geschichtlichen Leinwand
Deutschlands sind - yon ruhmlichen Aus-
nahmen abgesehen - mit schwarzem Pinsel
ubermalt. so dafi nahezu nichts bleibt als
die Vorstellung von Militarismus, Rassis-
mus und Arroganz.

Viele Fachleute beiderseits des Ozeans
verfolgen die negative Dauer-Indoktrina-
tion mit Kummer. In den fiinfziger und
sechziger Jahren gab es sechs Schulbuch-

konferenzen zwischen Sachkennern beider
Lander, aber ohne spurbares Ergebnis.
Kurzlich, beim emeuten Start, nach zwolf-
jahriger Pause, ist etwas langst Uberfalli-
ges geschehen: die Griindung einer
deutscW-amerikanischen Schulbuchkom-
mission. Eine Parallele gibt es seit bald
zehn Jahren auf dem Sektor der deutsch-
polnischen Schulbuchhistorie und -geogra
phic.

Die regierungsunabhangige deutsch-
amerikanische Schulbuchkommission (auf
deutscber Seite federfuhrend: das Georg-
Eckert-Institut fur internationale Schul-
buchforschung in Braunschweig) hat es in
einer Hinsicht jedoch leichter: es gibt bei
derseits keine Tabus, keine staatlich ver-
walteten Schonbezirke geschichtlicher
Sichtweise wie in Polen. Aber solche Er-
leichterung wird wettgemacht durch einen
Kultur-Foderalismus, der in den Vereinig-
ten Staaten genauso vielgestaltig ist wie
bei uns, nur mit fiinf multipliziert... Au-
fierdem „sind Schulbuchverleger meist
nicht daran interessiert, ein ausgewogenes
Geschichtsbild anzubieten. Sie entscheiden
sich fur Schulbiicher, die provokante The-
sen aufstellen." Das sagt der amerikanische
Volkerrechtler und Historiker Alfred de
Zayas, der seit langem in Gottingen arbei-
tet und seit Jahren der Motor der jetzt wie-
der in Gang gekommenen Revisionsbemii-

hungen ist
Es liegt also viel Arbeit mit ganz unbe-

stimmten Ergebnissen vor den Wohlmei-
nenden der Alten und der Neuen Welt Un-
bestimmbar schon deshalb, weil die jungen
Menschen ihr Geschichts(un)wissen nicht
nur miBratener Diktatur in der Schule ab-
gewinnen, sondem zu einem groBen Teil
dem Fernsehen. In den USA sieht es auf
diesem Gebiet noeh finsterer aus. Doer die
TV-Scheibe flimmert eine nicht abreiBende
Serie von Filmen, in denen der „hSfiliche
Deutsche" ein Dauerabonnement besitzt:
uniformiert, dummlich, aufgeblasen, bru
tal. So, wie junge Amerikaner durchweg
nichts vom Widerstand gegen Hitler erfah-
ren, nichts von der Vertreibung von Millio-
nen Deutschen nach dem Krieg, nichts von
anderweitigen Volkermorden der Ge
schichte, so daB Volkermord als spezifisch
deutsches Phanomen erscheint - so ist urn-
gekehrt auch bei uns das Geschichtsbild
verzerrt. In mancher Optik ist Amerika
kaum mehr als ein Sodom von Gewalttatig-
keit, Rassendiskriminierung und Rausch-
gift, versetzt mit Kapitalismus. Schulbu
cher, die in den sechziger Jahren gestaltet
wurden unter dem EindrUck der akademi-
schen Linksrebellion, sehen Vietnam nur
als Schlaraffenland der amerikanischen
Rustungsindustrie.

The Texas Chapter/AATG Sourcebook for
drama and teaching techniques is now
available. ?6pp. $1.50 plus 50g
postage and handling per copy. Useful
for all teachers of second languages.0^/^ Ca. *~\\i\ f
Order fromi Mary M. El-Beheri, editor GtrtohM

MacArthur High School
2923 Bitters Rd.

San Antonio, Tx. 78217
Checks toj Texas/AATG

Includes articles "by* Ronald W. Walker, The Ohio State u^DUane V.
Keilstrup, UT, Arlington;^altraud Bartscht, University of Dallas;
Judith Melton, Clemson Un/versity; Nancy D. Blount, Marianna High
School, Marriana, Ark/; Sue Weber, Robert E. Leg High School, San
Antonior^Mary M. El-Beheri, Douglas MacArthur High School, San
Antoniopj^arbel Becker-Cantarino, UT, Austin;KfeTacqueline Hastay,
Lyndon Baines Johnson High School, Austinj^Susan Clayton, student
UT, Austin, DAAD Scholar, U. Freiburg; Robert Frazier, student,
Southwest Texas State U., DAAD Scholar; and Joyce Sixberry, Myrtle
Point High School, Myrtle Point, Oregon.

OF

GTMs. Iks «'*
A/

Sourcetad/^

0 clIsv

BOWLING IN THE MIDDLE AGES: A ROUGH GAME Pew TW \A*jlJIIL [*)G><wM*4Ln
Medieval bowling equipment - the oldest so far - was just discovered on the Altenberg near
Hilchenbach/Muesen in North Rhine-Westphalia. Dr. Gerd Weisgerber of the Mining Museum in
Bochum found three oak balls and a small bowling pin in a 13th Century silver mine which was
later used as a dump. The first ball was discovered several years ago, but it wasn't until
Weisgerberfs find that it was recognized as part of a bowling game. A local farmers1 legend
supports the theory that the area's privileged class enjoyed bowling in the Middle Ages.
According to Weisgerber, a document from the town of Xanten in 1265 describes a bowling guild
and a bowling alley by the cathedral. Bowlers in the Middle Ages gambled heavily and engrav
ings of fights and stabbings at bowling games document a lack of good sportsmanship.
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A.T. (Trav) Windham was bora in Meridian,
Miss., Dec 17, 1856. He came to Texas with his
parents in 1872 an they sealed at Stephenville.

He was only 16 at that time but started his own
cattle business shortly after coming to Erath county.

Later on, Trav's family returned to their old home
in Mississippi, but he decided to stay in Texas. He
found a job on a ranch in Callahan county and it was
not long until his prowess with the herds was noticed
and he was appointed wagon boss for the famous
Hash Knife outfit near where Abilene is now.

The Hash Knife started expanding their operations
and in 1881 established a new ranch on the Pecos
river north of Pecos City. Trav Windham was made
range boss of the new ranch and started driving the
herds from Abilene to Pecos. It was on one of these
drives that 11-year-old Max Krauskopf was horse
wrangler for Windham and he stayed in Pecos, as we
told in our story on Krauskopf.

WINDHAM MARRIED ANNIE Goedeke of Abilene
on Jan. 1. 1880. Annie was born Feb. 14, 1862 in
Belrott, Australia. Her parents had migrated from
their home in Germany to Australia. In 1867, when
Annie was only five years old, the family decided to
return to their old homeland for a visit.

They stayed three years in Germany until the
French-German War started brewing. They came to
America in 1870 to make their permanent home and
settled in the Fort Worth-Dallas area.

Goedeke got the contract for the dirt work on the
T&P railroad from Dallas to Fort Worth, which was
the start of the long trek to El Paso.

Hecompletedthis jobandthen moved to a pointon
the Hash Knife ranch about 50 miles southwest of
Fort Griffin, the spot later chosen as the site for the
town of Abilene.

Goedeke hauled lumber by oxcart from Fort Worth
to the home^ site. While their house was being built
the family lived in a tent, the boys sleeping in the
wagon.

MRS. WINDHAM TOLD of seeing buffalo roaming
in great herds on the area where Hardin-Simmons
University isnow located. She saw great wagon loads
of buffalo hides being hauled to market.

At one time the Indians made a raid on their place
and the family hid in a ravine while the Indians tilled
one head of their cattle and held a war dance. She
said she did not know if they should have been afraid
of the Indians, but they took no chance and hid in the
ravine.

After the Hash Knife herd had been delivered to
the ranch north of Pecos, Trav, Annie and their first
child. 6 -month-old Lee, came to Pecos in. 1881. They
rode a freight wagon from Toyah to their ranch home
about 40 miles north. This was a two room house with
no furnishings, and the Windham* slept on the floor
the first night, the cowboys "divvying" up their

u?nlf0r Mrs' Windham a^ the babv to sleep on
Windham was range boss for the Hash Knife untii

ne became a part owner in the Y ranch. This
J££nif rshiD K*3 [ater dissolved and Trav carried hisown brand, the AT, for many years. He graced his
herds in various areas until his later years, when he
gamed control of some 60 sections south of Pecos

«7f™,S continued to ranch until his very last
WHEN TRAV WINDHAM started ranching in ihis

area the cattle-raising industry was anything but an

-*f-

easy life. Barbed wire, fences ofany kind and holding
pens just did not exist, the cattle grazing over the
open range wherever there was grass to be found

When the cattle were taken to market they were
driven, because there were not railroad facilities to
the various markets of the north and east. Indian
raids and rustlers kept the cowboys on the alert night
and day, for to be caught napping could have meant
the loss ofthe herd. The Indians were not the "scalp
taking" kind but were the "cattle taking" breed
which to the cattleman was worse than taking ascalp'

In an interview in 1947, Annie Windham told of
eating atthe same table with Billy the Kidin Nelvell's
restaurant in Pecos. She said that the Kid was a nice
looking young fellow and very genteel. He had good
manners and was rather soft spoken.

HER FAVORITE STORY was that of Tray's
participation in the world's first rodeo held in Pecos
She said the rodeo grew out of a friendly argument
among cowboys gathered in Bill Camp's saloon
These cowboys were from various outfits and the
argument was about who had the best cowboys They
decided to meet back in Pecos and have a contest to
decide who was really the best.

She remembered that Trav Windham, Morgan
Livingstone and Henry Slack were participants in the
rodeo, but she didn't remember any of the others.
She.said that dinner was served on the grounds to
about o00 people, a big crowd in those days.

We can find no record of when the Windhams
moved into Pecos, but they bought two lots at the
corner of Second and Elm in 1889 and at some time
later built their home there: These lots are now vacant
and we have no record of what happend to the
Winaham home.

TRAV WINDHAM DEED on April 1 1931
apparently intestate, with Mrs. Windham inheriting
the property. Annie Goedeke Windham died on Dec
4. ^947. the death certificate showing no address of
residence at that time. Trav Windham died of
a^-oschlerosis and asthma, Mrs. Windham dyinz
oi near, failure. J *

Mrs Windham executed awill in August of 1947
and left an her property to Earie Goedeke. The estate
was^ estunated to beworth about $5,000, consisting of
fit «# ?4 mcaS«', l0,t3 0ne and two and khe north 25S:o3 cjf 3mBl0Ck 12 of *• ori*n«I townsite of
hard**!? £"? T6'6 ^alPecos'Pioneers, working
hml ^h,eir Uv.e3' suffe™g extreme hardships at
c^L fk^d Uvulg mcomfort in their later days. They
htl^13 countr7.£row up and were among those who
MS'PSajnake this country a civilized area.

[Just Musin' —
by Alton Hughes

tSCOS ENTERPRISE NEWSPAPER
PECOS, TEXAS*

MONDAY, OCTOBER l±* 1976.

FRoriA 7 ED &0£DEK~E

m #
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Texas Tech University . . „ A .

Now, just in case you are casting about for items for the Newsletter,
let me give you a brief history of my research program here as it is
evolving: When I left the Austin area for Lubbock in 1976, I thought I
was leaving the Texas-German soil. To my surprise many of the Freshman
in my beginning German class had very German names and reported many
times that the reason they were taking my class was because their grand
parents had spoken German. Well, I started digging around and soon
found out about the 28 "Folk-islands" which Terry Jordan has written
about, the communities on the Panhandle-Plains which had been founded
by Germans. On the advice of Bobby Weaver (now at the Panhandle-
Plains Museum in Canyon) 1 started my investigation with the Catholic-
German community of Nazareth. My research assistant for that project
was Judy Harrell, who abandoned an earlier study of the Minnonite* in

Seminole to concentrate on Nazareth. Ms. Harrell delivered a paper which
we jointly prepared on our findings to the German-American Studies
Symposium in Columbia, Missouri, this last spring. Judy is currently
living in Amarillo and finishing her thesis on Nazareth to complete
her Masters degree in the anthropology department.

Although there is still much of interest to be done in Nazareth (their
"Folk Festival" is set for this coming Saturday), this summer two graduate
students are working with me on the research of two other Texas-German
communities. Mrs. Betty Cox is studying Pep and Ms. Elaine Brock is
working on the Slaton area. We all work closely with the Southwest
Collection here at Tech and have had a seminar with the director,
Dr. David Murrah, on the technique involved in taking oral interviews.
The Southwest Collection has egi extensive collection of such interviews
and each tape that we do is abstracted by them and stored in their
archives.

I have been fortunate to have received grant money (State Organized
Research Funds) last year and again this year to employ the research
assistants and to buy materials. This fall I am applying to several
national organizations for funds to continue what is turning out to
be very interesting research.

Both Dr. McClain and Mst. Harrell

are in touch with others in the area who are knowledgable in Texas/German

history (Mr. Robert Robinson-Zwahr of Lubbock and Mr. Bobbie Weaver of

Canyon) and would welcome contact with anyone with information concerning

the German heritage in Nazareth. Please contact either:

Dr. Meredith McClain or Ms. Judy Harrell
Department of Germanic and 425 Arch Terrace

Slavic Languages Amarillo, Texas 79106
Box 4579 (806) 373-4474
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, Texas 79409
(806) 742-3287
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Rangers killed South
-31 -

NAMES LIKE Altgelt,
Steves, Guenther,
Kampmann and Erben bring
to mind the solid, good
citizens of German descent in
South Texas who work hard,
pay their taxes, and are
proud of being Republicans.

What some of the South Texans
don't know is that their immigrant
ancestors were revolutionaries,
liberals —even radicals —who got
to be Republicans for the right
reasons. Today that isn't easy to do.

Take Sauerkraut Bend in San
Antonio, especially along King William
Street as it is now. It couldn't be a more
chic place. Just consider the people
who five and work there: Gerald and
Christine Goldstein, O'Neill Ford,
Walter Mathis, and Julia Cauthom.

But Sauerkraut Bend was a different
Slace shortly after Texas seceded from

le Union. The "Dutchmen" were in
fear of their lives because so many of
them opposed the Confederacy. One
night they secretly distributed a
pamphlet among their own folks, and
this is what it said:

"German brothers, are your eyes not
opened yet? After the rich took every
picayune away from you,and the paper
is worth only one-half what you had so
hard earned, nowthat youhave nothing
left, now that they go about and sell
you, or throw you outof employmment
... Now is the time to stay the hand of
Dunhauer, Maverick, Mitchell and
Menger to the last bone . . . You will
always be the 'damn Dutchman' . . .
Inform everybody, the Revolution is
broke out."

The Maverick referred to in that
pamphlet, which I am sure my
ancestors called "seditious," was
Samuel Augustus Maverick, my great

the flfty-oaa men inai were Kiued, one
had the name of Pablo Diaz.

The night before the men were killed
on the Nueces, they relaxed around a
campfire thinking that surely they
would make it across the Mexican
border. Poems were read, debates were
had about slavery. They talked about
freedom, hard times,and whythey had
left Europe.

During all of the time the Germans
were being secretly watched by the
Texas Rangers. The rangers waited
until the immigrants were sleeping and
then began to kill them, murdering the
ones taken prisoner. Some escaped to
Mexico, but others were shot in the
back as they tried to ford the Rio
Grande.

After the Civil War, friends and
relatives found the bones of the slain
men and brought them back to
Comfort.

•
ON AUGUST 3, 1869, this newspaper

ran a story about Duff. The headline

grandfather, tne man from whom the
word "maverick" came to mean "non
conformist."

He fought in the Texas Revolution,
and later was a shackled political
prisoner in Perote, half-way between
Mexico City and Vera Cruz. But by the
time the Civil War came along he was
an old man who did not stand up to the
McCarthyism of his day.

•
BRFG. GEN. Hamilton Bee, brother

of the man who immortalized Jackson
with the name of "Stonewall,"
appointed one James Duff, a captain of
the Texas Rangers, as provost marshall
of what today we call the German Hill
Country.

Trouble was no stranger to Duff. In
1849 he had been court-martialed for
deserting the U.S. Army and was
sentenced "to be confined at hard labor
... with a chain from two to three feet
long attached to each leg with a shackle
for a period of six months, at the
expiration of six months to receive 50
lashes on his bare bade well laid on
with rawhide, be indelibly marked on
the left hip with the letter D 1% inches
long, have his head shaved, (and) be
drummed out of the service."

The Texas Rangers of that period
were largely old men or misfits who
could not make it as Confederate
soldiers. These, then, were the types of
Texas Rangers whospread out over the
country north of San Antonio to
plunder, lynch, and burn everything
they could belonging to the immigrants
from Germany.

•

MANY early Texas Germans were
intellectuals who had known war all
their lives,thanks to the Napoleons, and
so among them there was a strong
undercurrent of pacifism.

Theyhad taken an oath of allegiance
to the United States, and why should
they turn around and break it? Why

read, "Duff The Rebel Butcher Of
Texas—HisChances for Hanging."

The story states, "Duff is in jail in
Little Rock for the cold blooded murder
of a Negro. He was a commander of the
rebel units that hung 100 loyal men in
the German counties. His deeds of
murder and outrage form one of the
blackest pages of the rebellion."

Duff then escaped from jaU, and was
believed to have made his way to
Denver.

•
WHY NOT take a drive to the

monument, only 50 miles north of San
Antonio? I recommend it especially to
new folks in town, from Dr. Dick
Gambitta of political science, UTSA to
George Weinstein, a world respected
eye doctor-professor at the medical
school whose wife plays some of the
best long-hairpiano in San Antonio.

Everybody ought to make a
pilgrimage to the site — butchers,
bakers, candlestick makers, college
students, retired people, one and all.

Maury,
Maverick

• -^

Commentary jig* ' '"•••?£§»]

Wffi^wRSsF tl
.

should they be forced to support the
institution of slavery, a type of tyranny
shocking to most of them ?

Unlike the early Texans of English,
Scotch and Irish descent, the German
immigrants had a good record of
keeping their treaties with the Indians.
They lived in peace with the Indians.

Schoolteachers, craftsmen, doctors
musicians, artists, writers, they wanted
to be left alone. The Civil War made no
sense to them, and they were right.

AT COMFORT stands a monument in
front of the Imanuel Lutheran Church.
It looks pretty much like a mini-
Washington Monument, and would be
worth visiting even if you had to travel
all the way to the Canadian border.

I cannot stand before that edifice
without feeling deep emotions. It can
shiver the emotional timbers of anyone
withmore feeling than a brass monkey.
So far as I know it is the only
monument of its kind in the entire old
South not on a battlefield.

On one side of the monument are the
words and dates, "Gefallen am 10
August 1862 am Nueces" (Killed on
Aug. 10, 1862, on the Nueces River). On
another side are the words, "Gefangen
genommen und emordet" (Taken
prisoner and murdered). On a third side
are the words and date, "Gefallen am
18 Oct 1862 Rio Grande" (Killed
October 18,1862 on the Rio Grande). Of

CD

The ghosts ot tnose uermans who stood
up for liberty might talk to you. They
always talk to me.

•

WHY IS IT from time to time in
America we have to wipe out folkswho
don't conform? And we of English
Irish, and Scotch descent didn't let up
on those "Germans" until after World
War I.

Let me give you an illustration. My
great uncle, Congressman James
Slayden, appointed a "German boy" to
the Naval Academy. Astorm ofprotest
developed in San Antonio. But Jim
Crow —who will turn on anybody not
just blacks - was a liar then, as
always.

The boy turned out to be a pretty
good sailor. His name was Chester
Nimitz.

Maverick, a practicing attorney, it a
member of the ACLll. a farmer university
instructor inpolitical science, andaformer
Texas legislator.
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