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REGISTRATION FORM GTHS MEETING GALVESTON

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY I983 Meeting

September 9-11, 1983 Galveston
PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE* (August 12. I983Ij£

TOTAL COST before August 12 - $40.00 After Aug. 12 - $45.00 f xni
includes: Saturday luncheon, Evening at the Gartenverein, Sunday brunch buffett,

Coffee breaks, general registration(use of meeting rooms,etc.)
Make check payable to: GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

Mail this registration form to: Ms. Anna Thompson, 1983 GTHS Registrar
2116 Iynnbrook Drive
Austin, Texas 78748

NAME(S): __ ^
ADDRESS: '

_Zip Code ^Telephone number

Number attending:

Total amount enclosed:

* * * ******. *x*xx
PLEASE NOTE: There are three optional activities connected with the meeting. If you wish

to participate in any or all of them, please enclose the fee for each with
the above registration.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITES

@ $40.00 per person(after August 12, @ $45.00 per person)

HOUSE TOUR

Clarke/Jockusch House
Jbseph Ricke Cottage
Sonnenfeld House

St. Joseph Church

...«.pfln«««
HARBOR TOUR

Cost: $5.00 Yes No If yes, how many

This is 2-4pm Saturday(see schedule)

Cost: $5.00 Yes_

This is from 2-4 p.m. Saturday(See schedule)

..-•Cost: $12.00 per person Yes No If yes, how many
'Meet the Authors - Autograph Party"

TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED FOR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

NO If yes, how many

FRIDAY KIGHT SHRIMP BOIL
6:30-9:00 pm
Galveston Boat Club

MMMMNMMKKMMMICMMMMMNICMKlCMMMMMMMItNIIMMKMMMMMMMMliMMMMMllMMirififWwifuiMr.r.rHww,, T ft Tf FT ft Tf TfTf Tf KKHMJC WMHM MH

ATTENTION: Reservation Department ^
Arrival: SEPT *J4 vf8&

NOTE ABOUT REGISTRATION IN HOTEL

Please reserve your room right away - the
GTHS has a block of only 100 rooms, after
they are booked, the rooms are then on a
first come, first serve basis.

fiftJkub RATES

Departure: SEpJ, HJ^SS
Lttle: wu&ostq, \H2* Sin9le: c
i:W tW Double:p50
^eWn-Texas Heritag^^^

2024 Seawall Boulevard

Galveston. Texas 77550 (713) 765-7721

Name .

Company Name

Home Mailing Address .

Street

City

Area Code.

Arrival Date

Other persons sharing accommodations

Credit Card AX DC MC

Credit Card Number

. Phone Number _

_ Departure Date

. State.

_VS Expiration Date.

.Zip.

. or Check No. of Check Enclosed.

In order to confirm your reservation we require a deposit for your first night's room and tax. Please complete
this card and return it with your check or credit card information. If your plans change and you must cancel
thisreservation, pleasenotify us 72hours inadvance toavoid anycharge. ^ \

ALL ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO STATE AND LOCAL TAXES. (jGHC >
We hold room block up until cut off date, or until room block isJilted. Beyond that date room reservations are

on a space available basis. . """'•
CHECK OUT TIME IS 12NQQN: ROOMS MAY NOT BE READYFOR YOUR OCCUPANCY UNTIL3 P.M.

H-OTBL

VE/tOl/'/t/E
Au&us+ 9
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Volume V Number 2 Summer, 1983

INSIDE FRONT AND BACK COVERS - EDITORIAL BOARD, BOARD OF DIRECTORS

70 - Table-of-Contents

71 - Final Schedule - GTHS Meeting, Galveston, Sept. 9-H» 1983

72- - 75 GALVESTON

76 - Editorial Page* Announcing- re-print of Roemer's Texas (Mary El-Beheri)

77 - 30 Membership News (Dona Reeves)

81 - Hubertus Strughold* Father of Space Medicine honored "by West German government

82 - Claus Groper Visits us (Daphne Garrett)

83 - 84 Book Reviewt Im Winter Brach Per Regenbogen..... (Inge McCoy)

85 - Ambassador visits San Antonio3 Texas Tech dancers in Germany

86 - Rev. Joseph Reisdorff, Colonizer ('Bobby Weaver)

87 - Travel Group News (Jackie Hastay)

88 - Salute to Alvina Schutze Bayer (Jo Peebles Adams)

89 - 90 Death of a Tombstone (Cris Burton, student, Shreiner College)

91 - History of Coshatte Hall; Luther Stamp

92 - 93 Grassroots Commentaries (Glen Iich)

94 - Sesquicentennial German-Texan Exhibit (Goethe Institute, Houston)
95 - Hans George Mangold and the Zither ( S.A< Recorder, Suzanne Diehl)

96 - Prominent German Immigrants in North America (Gilbert J. Jordan)

97 - Freud in Cowboystiefeln5 Wissen Sie, das,ofi.a

98 - 99 Book Reviews Historic Images of Boerne, Texas (Hanna Lewis)

100 - Stammvater der Amerikaner; Bush in Krefeld; Am Skat-Tisch

101 - 104 Shipboard Diary of Pastor John Kilian of the Texas Wendish Germans (Joe Wilson)

105 - Doctoral Dissertations in German-American Studies

106 - Poemi Unter TexanlscherSonne (Konrad Nies)

107 - Decorative Painting in Texasg 1840*s-1940's and San Saba County History (new books)

108 - 113 German Roots (Karen L. .Daniel)

114 - 131 GSRMAN-TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION (Theresa Gold)
Galveston Program; Computer genealogy; From our members; Reunions; Schawe Family;
Christian Ebers Family; Early Texas Birth Records; Reinhart/Graf Family; Kerr
County Cemetery Project; German archives; Soundex System; Census Microfilm rental;
Atlas for German Genealogy; First Settlers in the Republic of Texas

132 - 133 German Settlers Built St. Joseph's Church in San Antonio (William V. Dielmann)
134 - Dielmann receives award; Saterlandischs Die isolierte Sprache

135 - 148 SPECIAL SECTION: PART II (Jeanne R0 Willson, translator)
With the Packet Ship to Texas in 18530 The Travel Report of
Christiane Haun Edited .and with an introduction by Rosemarie Pohl-Weber

149 - 150 Membership Form
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FIFTH ANNAUL MEETING OF THE GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY -7/-
September 9-11

1983
Galvez (marriott) Hotel

FINAL SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, Sept. 9*
6:00-9:00 p.m. - Registration, Hotel lobby

6t30-9:00 p.m. - SHRIMP BOIL - Galveston
Boat Club.."Meet the Authors - Autograph
Party" All GTHS member-authors are

s invited to talk about their publication
and to sell it.

5*30 - 7*30 - GTHS BOARD MEETING (Galvez)

SATURDAY. Sept. 10.

8i00 a.m. - Registration, Kaffeeklatsch

8:45-9*00 a.m. - Greetings by Mayor and the
Galveston Historical Director - other guests
and dignitaries...Willkommen in Galveston!

9:00-12:00 - PRESENTATIONS -

9-9*20 - An Overview of Galveston
History, Folklore, Ethnic Variety'
Bob Nesbitt. Galveston Wharves

9*30-9*50 - Dolls, Dolls, Dolls' .
Doll House Museum Director
Marge Trentham.

10-10:20 - "Im Winter brach der Regenbogen:
der deutsche Trecknach Texas"
Klaus Groper. Kleinhohenrein, W. Germany

10:20-10:40...COFFEE BREAK

10:45-11x05- German-Texan Women: A
Project'

, Inge McCoy and Dona Reeves.

11:15-11:35 - Immigration from Baden-
Wiirttenberg to Galveston
Wolfgang Fix. Iangenarten* W. Germany

11:45-12:05 - Care and Conservation of
Photographs
Van Edwards. Rosenberg Library

12:15 - 1:30 LUNCHEON AT GALVEZ
'Entertainment: String Quartet playing
and singing German LJeder.

Presentation: The G.T.H.S,* Five Years...••
In honor of Patron-Charter members and all
Charter members, as well as service awards.
Mary M. El-Beheri, President.

2:00-4:00 Two Tours Mary Faye Barnes
1. Home Tour (3 homes/ a church) ($5.00)
2. Harbour Tour - limit: 64 people

Galveston Wharve Authority
Bob Nesbitt ($5.00)

(See registration form)

Galveston Texas

SATURDAY. Sept. 10 (continued)

2-4 pm - Genealogy Workshop
Rosenberg Library, sponsored by the
library staff, the head librarian, John
Hyatt, and the Goethe Institute, Houston.
Leader: Ella Sheffield. Texas City

4-6pm.^FREE TIME TO ENJOY GALVESTON
1. The Beach- free

2. Train Museum on Strand ($3-50)
3. Doll House Museum ($2.50)
4. Strand Area walking - free
5. Elissa Tour(ship) ($2.50)
6. Opera House tour ('$2.50)
7. Ashton Villa ($2.50)

6t15-7:45 - Cocktail Buffet Reception
Rosenberg Library. Compliments of
the Goethe Institute, Houston.
Viewing of the exhibit: "Lone Star
And Eagle" and the film: Galveston:
The Gilded Age of the Golden Isle.

8-11 pm - Reception and Dance
Galveston Gartenverein

Doug Koeppe Musicianst compliments of
the Consulate General of the Federal
Republic r»f Germany.

HOSTS: West German Consulate, Houston;
Goethe Institute, Houston; Galveston
Historical Foundation

Refreshments: Appetizers, wine, beer,
cash bar

SUNDAY. September 11.

8:30-11:30 am - Ecumenical Church Service in
German. St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
Rev. Walter Dube, Pastor, Peace Lutheran
Church, Texas City - presiding.

10:30-12:00 - PRESENTATIONS

10:30-10:50 - Evangeline Whorton, member
Texas Historical Commission.

11-11:2 Daphne Garrett - The Stephen F.
Austin Colony and Germans in the Texas
War of Independence* Giddings Deutsche
Volksblatt (member projects)

11:30-11:50 - Randy Kirk and Meredith
McClain, Texas Tech German Folk

Dancers: A Slide Show, (member
projects)

12-12:15 - Adjournment
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx*

BUL3ETIN BOARD

LOST AND FOUND: FAMILIES

(Something new at our meeting) Look for it'.
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GULF

8. COUNTY COURTHOUSE
9. CENTRAL PLAZA

10.UNIVERSITY OFTEXASMEDICAL BRANCH
11. ST. MARVS HOSPITAL
12.TEXASASMUNIVERSITY ATGALVESTON
13.MOODY CENTERCONVENTION &VISITORS

BUREAU. TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER,
TREASURE ISLE TOUR TRAIN

-fc-

PELICAN ISLAND

14. MENARD PARK: tennis, playground,
plenfc area

15. KEMPNER PARK: playground, picnic area
16. PUBLIC SCHOOL STADIUM
17. LASKER PARK: tennis, playground
18. GALVESTON RACQUET CLUB
19. NAVY & MARINE RESERVE CENTER
20. US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
21 GALVESTON YACHT BASIN
22. SCHREIBER PARK: tennis, baseball,

playgrounds
23. GALVESTON ISLAND STATE PARK.

MARY MOODY NORTHEN AMPHITHEATER
LONE STAR OUTDOOR MUSICALS

24. BOLIVAR FERRIES

®6ALVB* fhf€L r<5AL\fcSi*A/&AT CJuS

ABOVE YOU WILL NOTE THE PLACES WHERE THE MAJOR MEETINGS
WILL BE HELD IN GALVESTON.
A '

A COMPLETE SET OF MAPS WITH EXACT STREET NUMBERS, AS WEEL AS APACKET CONTAINING
ALL SORTS OF INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE GALVESTON CONVENTION AND VISITOR'S
BUREAU,

PIffliSE REFER BACK TO THE LAST TWO ISSUES OF THE NEWSIETTER FOR INFORMATION ABOUT
GALVESTON* NEWSLETTER...Vol. IV, Nr. 3, Fa.ll, 1982, pp. 25-28.

...Vol. 5, Nr. 1. Spring, 1983, pp. 3-5.

GALLERIES

Galveston Arts Center on The Strand,
2127 Strand

Richard's Gallery, 2607 Broadway
Studio 4,1407 Broadway

STRAND AUDIO TOUR
Renta portable tape player and enjoy
a forty minute walking,audio tour of
The Strand National Historic Land
mark District. Available from the
Strand Visitors Center, 2014 Strand,7
days a week from 10:00-4:00 pm.

SURFING

Galveston beach is well known to
surfers. A number of state and Gulf
Coast surfing championships are held
here. Exclusive surfing areas and "no
surfing" areas are designated. Boards
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ON YOUR OWN GALVESTON

Ride the "Galveston Flyer" Trolley and tour HISTORICAL
GALVESTON in comfort. The trolley will pick up riders Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at the Holiday Inn each day at 9:45 a.m.,
10:45 a.m., and 11:45 a.m. for an hour tour. Purchase your
tickets for $3:00/person at the registration desk, lobby. Learning
Center.

Visit the historic 1877 steel hulled sailing ship - ELISSA. View
an interesting 20 minute film about the restoration process at the
Visitors Center, 2016 Strand. The Elissa is a short distance from
the Visitors Center. A self guided tour, plan on Vk to 2 hours,
$3.50/person, 10:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Walk the HISTORIC STRAND with a self guided tape recording.
Go to the Visitors Center, 2016 Strand, plan on an
hour or so, $2.00/single, $3:00/double.

ARTS CENTER GALLERY, 22nd & Strand, has on display
"Precious Junk Show," Monday—Saturday 10:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 - 5 p.m.

Galveston Convention
& Visitors Bureau

2106 Seawall Boulevard
Galveston, Texas 77550

(713)763-4311

Dana Denton
Assistant Director

HK

Operated ByGaivesion s
Park Boota ol Trustees

*>-:

I

GALVESTON FIRSTS .. .for TEXAS!

1841 Oldest military company chartered
now the Galveston Artfflaiy Club.

1842 Oldest newspaper established, "Galveston Daily
News".7i-u- ££</**«/>

1845 First Chamber of Commerce established.

1847 First convent established — Ursuline Convent.

1854 First Terminal established — the Galveston
Wharves Company.

1854 First telegraph organized.

1856 First gas lights appeared.

1865 First steamshiplineorganized (Mallory Line).

1868 Oldest hospital founded — St, Mary's Infirmary
(nowSt. Mary's Hospital).

1867 Oldest drugstore established.

1878 First flour millorganized — Texas Star
Flour Mill.

1878 First telephone operated.

1880 First orphanage founded — Galveston
Orphans Home.

1888 First electric lights burned.

1891 Firstmedical college established.

1894 Firstbrewery established — now Falstaff
Brewing Corporation.

1895 First Ford agency established — now
Bob Pagan Ford.

1898 First golf course and country club.
1900 Rosenberg Monument — largest monument to

Texas Heroes.

''<&.
i* <%;

GARTEN VEREIN
GilvetttHi, ]B76<
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Restaurants

Strand Area

The Wentletrap -- 23rd and Strand
Located in the restored League Building. Beautiful surroundings;
formal, expensive; delicious seafood and other delicacies

Cafe Torrifie -- 22nd and Strand
Located in restored Mensing Brothers Building. Nice atmosphere.
Varied menu. Moderate to expensive. Pleasant watering hole.

La King's Confectionery -- 2323 Strand
Located in restored J. F. Smith and Brothers Building.
Inexpensive sandwiches, fountain Cokes, ice cream sodas,
and candy made on the spot.

Strand Emporium — 2112 Strand
Located in restored Mallory Building,
and unusual wines, cheeses, etc.

Inexpensive sandwiches

Pier 19 -- 19th and Water (Avenue A)
Informal, inexpensive, and delicious seafood. Try sitting
upstairs for'a-good view of the "Mosquito Fleet."

The Strand Restaurant -- 19th and Strand
Greek sandwiches, varied inexpensive food.

Seawall

Gaido' s
The same family has operated this restaurant for over sixty
years. Good seafood; expensive; no reservations.

Russo's Italian Restaurant -- 1228 Seawall
Range of Italian dishes; moderate-

Galvez -- 21st and Seawall

Build in 1912; restored in 1980. Beautiful surroundings.
Good lunchtime buffet; pleasant lounge. Expensive.

Rusty's
801 Postoffice
Vegetarian sandwiches; delicious salad bar; good desserts;
homemade bread. Moderate. Located near UTMB, so it is crowded
between 12 and 1.

Galveston Experiences

Squeeze Inn -- 3915 Winnie (Rear) In the alley off 39th
between Winnie and Ball (Avenues G and H)
Genuine soul'food; inexpensive and good. Lunch only served
from 11:45 until food runs out. A favorite with courthouse
employees.

Candy's -- 2112 Mechanic (Avenue C)
Candy does it all! Italian. A favorite of Kathy Whitmire.

The Original Mexican Restaurant -- 14th and Market
Corner store Mexican restaurant; family operated; inexpensive.

Seamen's Center -- 2002 Mechanic
Shoot pool with the seamen and eat the best hamburgers in
town. °

J°i£^ ^ster Resort - Gulf Freeway at 77th Street
time°in 50nyears.C°nditiOned "' 6Ven painted for the £«t

Seabreeze -- 61st and Offats Bayou
Uncharted.

Happy Buddha --
Chinese food.

61st and Seawall

Moderate.

Captain's Galley -- 53rd and Seawall
Seafood and good desserts; moderate to expensive.

ROSENBERG LIBRARY

823 Tremont. Extensive collections of
rare books, documents and artifacts
relating to early Texas history. Open
Monday through Thursday 9 to 9. Fri
day and Saturday, 9 to 6. Closed
Sunday.

Galveston historian Bob Nesbitt
has published his book on the
island's history.

It is full of wit and humor, along
with lots of good information.

Only Nesbitt, a self-proclaimed
poor man, could list the 15
wealthiest men in Galveston's his
tory.

Balinese Room -- 21st and Seawall (over the Gulf)
Old Maceo gambling mecca; live entertainment; dancing; varied
menu; expensive.

Elsewhere in Galveston

Clary's -- 8509 Teichman Road across from the Galveston News
Building
Clary used to work for Gaido's. Delicious seafood; expensive.

Shrimp and Stuff
39th and 0
69th and Stewart Road

Seafood; moderate.

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH

2206 Avenue K. St. Joseph's Church,
a simple frame structure with rich
Victorian Gothic interior, is over 100
years old. Built by German immi
grants in 1859. The massive door,
hand-carved altars and coffered ceil
ings reflect the skilled hands of its
parishioners. Leased by the Galves
ton Historical Foundation, the church
will become an Ecumenical Museum
to display the city's religious history.
Call GHF for tour information
765-7834.

RAILROAD MUSEUM

The Center for Transportation and
Commerce, or Railroad Museum, is
located at Shearn Moody Plaza,
Galveston's former Santa Fe railroad
depot on The Strand. Explore 35
railway cars, from steam locomotives
to an opulent 1929 private railcar. See
the amazing "people's gallery" where
39 life-size travelers are poised in a
moment from 1932 and enjoy the 5
imaginative sound and light shows
leading you through the history of the
Island. Rosenberg (25th Street) at The
Strand. Open daily from 10:00-5:00
pm. Saturdays until 6:00 pm.
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^^^p^ Schadul-
Airport Airport

, 6:00 AM 7:30 AM
7:30 AM »:00 AM
9:00 AM '1*30 AM

10:30 AM 12-00 N°on
12:00 Noon 1:30 PM
1:30 PM 3:00 PM
3:00 PM 4:30 PM
4:30 PM 6:00 PM
6:00 PM 7:30 PM
7:30 PM 0;00 PM

9:00 PM 1°:30 PM
' •11:18 PM

•1:15 AM

•Served by Intercontinental Schedule

TO THE HOUSTON HOBBY AIRPORT

Reservations are necessary for all passengers
going to the Houston Hobby Airport on
schedule trips, these reservations should be
made an hour prior to the scheduled de
parture time.
For reservations call:

Galveston 765-6288
Taxes Clty/Le Marque 765-8288
NASA Area/Pasadena 223-2256

Beaches
RaivestonIsland has 32 miles otbetutifuTbea?hes. Municipally mam-
rained beaches arerecognized as
••the cleanest on theTexas Gulf
Coast." They are also among the
safest.TheGalveston County
SheriffsDept. Beach Patrol postsUfeguLds in designated areas and
provides comprehensive safety and
rescue services. March 15tn-S^ptembeV 15th vehicular traffic on
beaches is restricted toposted park
ing areas. Seethemap ontheop-
noslte sideofthisbrochure for loca-
R free and pay parking.areas
Varying degrees ofamenities sucn as
restrooms, concessions and other
facilities areavailable where feesare
charged for parking.

r. A. APFFEL PARK
Seawall &Boddecker Drive (extreme
Eastendof island). Wide, sandybelch boat launching, jetty and surf
Ashing, bait camps and restaurants. A
new 11.000 squarefoot recreation
center with concessions, gift shop,
bath house andrestroom fac.ht.es
makes this family recreation area
even more enjoyable.

POINT BOLIVAR LIGHTHOUSE
Takethe freeferry to Bolivar Penin
sula and drive approximately 1 mile
for a viewof the old Bolivar
Lighthouse. Built in 1872, ifs one ofa
very few left intact.

PORTOF GALVESTON
9th to 41st Streets at WaterSt.,
Galveston is knownas Americas
"Portof Quickest Dispatch and of
fers a spectacular view of ships from
aroundthe world. Nomajorport in
the U.S. provides fasteraccess to
open sea.

SEAWALL
Running Darallel to Galveston Beach
and the Gulf of Mexico is the slands
world-famousseawall. Stretching over
10 miles and rising 17 feet above
meanlow tide,the seawall was bum
to protect the Islandfromhurricanes.
Seawall Blvd. is linedwith hotels,
motels, restaurants, cafes,giftshops
and attractions.

-**-

History is integral part
of Galveston's charm

GALVESTON - Few
Slaces can boast of as much

istory contained in as
small an area as Galveston
Island, a sandbar only one
and a half miles wide and 32
miles long.

The island was once a
haven for Spanish explor
ers, a hunting ground for
savage Indians, and a
hide-away for colorful
pirates. Its natural harbor
became known to adven
turous settlers.

From its earliest day,
through settlement, The
Battle of Galveston during
the Civil War, the de
vastating 1900 storm and
reconstruction, Galveston's
past is alive today for island

)enjoy.
AshtonVilla, a three-story

red brick, Italiante
mansion, was built before
the Civil War, and is now
listed as one of the nation's
major historic treasures.
Constructed in 1859 by
island pioneer James M.
Brown, the house has been
restored to its original,ante,
bellum elegance by the
Galveston Historical
Foundation. A well-
documented presentation on
the 1900storm is included in
the Ashton Villa tour.

Annual special events in
clude morning teas, the July
4th Ice Cream Crank-Off,
the Glow of Christmas,

>old-fashioned summer-time
band concerts and more.

Located at 2328
Broadway, Ashton Villa is
open daily. Call 762-3933 for
information and group re-
srevations.

The Strand, once known

as the "Wall Street of the
Southwest" contains one of
the finest examples of 19th
century commercial
buildlings. This seven-block
area has been designated as
a National Historic
Landmark District and is
listed on the NationalRegis
ter of Historic Places.

Today, The Strand Dis
trict is restored and packed
full of unique shops,
gourmet restauratns, the
ater, art and more.

Visitors should begin a
Strand tour by stopping by
The Strand Visitors Center,
2016 Strand. Audio walking
tours of this historic area
are available seven days a
week. For information calll
the Galveston Historical
Foundaiton at 765-7834.

Bishop's Palace, opened
in 1893, has been designated
as oneof the 100 outstanding
buildingsin the country. Ar
chitecturalexperts pointout
that the Biltmore House in
Asheville, N.C. is the only
comparable structure of
Victorian design in the
United States.

Building materials for the
mansion came from all over
the world. The exterior is of
gray sandstone with pink
and blue granite in mosiac
work. The interior has a
handcrafted staircase, jew
eled glass windows and sev-
eral award winning
fireplace mantels. The
Bishop's Palace, at 1402
Broadway, is open for tours
daily May through Sep
tember. Group tours by
appointment. For informa
tion call 762^2475.

The 1894 Grand Opera

SUie ttahiertim lailg $tu>0
Thursday Morning, May 26,1983

HISTORIC STRUCTURES

There are over 500 structures in
Galveston that have historic
significance and many are marked as
such by the Texas Historical Com
mission medallion. The Galveston
Historical Foundation can provide
complete information on historical
buildings and residences. Visit the
Strand visitors Center for detailed
brochures and maps of historic
Galveston.

House, 2020 Postoffice, was
originally opened to include
an adjoining hotel. During
its era "The Grand" offered
outstanding entertainment
in drama, dance, opera and
music. Reknown enter
tainers such as Sara
Bernhardt, Annna Pavlova
and the John Philip Sousa
Band once performed at this
Victorian snowplace.

"The Grand" has been
acquiredby Galveston Arts!
and is undergoing a com
plete restoration. Today
performances by national
artists, musicians and
touringcompaniesare regu
larly scheduled at the
faclity. For tour informa
tion and show schedules call
763-2403.

Greek Revival, Queen
Anne, Moorish, Gothic,
wood, brick, gabled...these
and many other terms can
be used to describe
Galveston's variety of
architecture.

Neighborhoods across the
island hold a marvelous
assortment of 19th century

As people settled, houses
were designed to fit the
owner's life style, personali
ty and nationality. Today,
one of the best collections of
historic homes still In use in
in Galveston's East End
Historical District.

The East End Historical
Districthasbeendesignated
as a National Historic
Landmark. This oncebleak,
decaying area is now a
progressive, thriving
neighborhood through re
storation efforts of its resi
dents.

The East End Historical
District covers approxi
mately 40blocks, stretching
from Broadway to Market,
and 19th to 11th Streets.

Bye-Lo Baby Dolls,
beautifully detailed French
and German dolls, ethnic
and rag dolls are all on
exhibit. Special display
rooms feature nursery,
circus and train station
displays. For information
call 762-7289.
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

publishes Roemer's Texas

As a celebration of our fifth year, as
a salute to the 150th year of Texas
statehood, and as a contribution to the
German-Texan heritage, we, the members of
the German-Texan Heritage Society are
publishing a re-print of the English
translation of Roemer's Texas. It was
translated in 1935 by Oswald Mueller,
who first published it. It was
re-printed in'1967 by the Texian Press.

Our edition will be ready for sale at
the Galveston meeting on Sept. 9• It
has several new features: 1) a
complete index by Irma Goeth Gueniher,
author and GTHS Board member; 2) a
new historical introduction with

acknowledgements by. Dr. Dona
Reeves, Southwest Texas State

University; and 3) a modern
geological appraisal by Dr. 0. T.
Hayward, Department of Geology,
Baylor University.

The printer is Texian Press, Waco,
Texas. We have ordered 1500 copies.

The book includes the original prefaces
and the map(l4" by 16".

Copies may be ordered, but the book may
be purchased at the Galveston meeting.

U \J \t v \/ \J J/ \/ \J \/ \J \J \s \J \/ \i \J \J \J \J \J <J \l ^^^/^^^^^#^.
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GTHS ORDER FORM...Roemer's Texas

number of copies @ $15»95 Ver
copy. Texas residents must
add 800 for state tax

Total for book(s)
Total for Tax

$2.00 per book for
shipping and handling.

Total..o.

Amount enclosed

Make check to: German-Texan Heritage
Society.
Return this order to:

Dona Reeves

Department ofModern languages
Southwest Texas State University
San Marcos, Texas 78666

all orders must be accompanied by the
payment.
v y y y v V v, v y VVVVVVVVV y V y V ,V V y V V y y y v y V V V W V V -¥-
A A A JT A A A 1v A A A ff " " A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

SPECIAL THANTS TO Daphne Garrett

Who dreamed up this project to re-print
Roemer's Texas? Who made all the arrangements,
contacted the printer, negotiated and
convinced us all? Who made us see that this

is not only a masterpiece for historians, but
also the handbook for Texas geologists?
(Having a geologist husband helps) All of the
above questions may be answered: Daphne
Garrett. You must know that she joined us
with the meeting in Round Top and has added
new zest, imagination and know-how to our
organization. She is an officer in the
Wendish Society and spends hours working at
their museum. But she is a German-texan'.

Daphne is on our board as THE publicity
chair. She travels all over Texas making
pictures for us. She sends out all of the
news releases for our meetings and for other
special occasions,- such as the Ambassador's
visit. When you see Daphne at the meeting
in Galveston, don't forget to thank her for
all she is doing for us. We must also
remember that behind thie ^reat woman is
a supportive man...Thanks to Bob, toolI

Roemer's Texas

Roemer's Texas has long been consid
ered one of the best narrative accounts
of life in early Texas. Dr. Ferdinand
Roemer made a trip to Texas in 1845.
He spent two years studying the climate,
soil, rivers, geology and people, traveling
from Galveston Island to Torrey's Trad
ing Post near the present site of Waco.
He was an astute observer and faithfully
recorded all that he saw.

The Indians of Texas were of great in
terest to Dr. Roemer and he made many
trips to visit their camps and study their
way of life. Being from Germany he was
interested in German immigration to
Texas and became a close friend of Baron
O. von Meusebach. Roemer spent much
time in the settlements and towns re
cording the day-to-day life of the citizens
in this new land.

His first and perhaps greatest interest
was geology and his extensive notes are
of great interest, describing the various
formations that he encountered.

Roemer returned to Germany in 1847
and put his notes and travel log into
book form. It was published in German
in Bonn in 1849. No English translation
was published until 1935 when Mr. Os
wald Mueller of Houston, Texas trans
lated and published Roemer's Texas.

This volume has long been out of print
and extremely hard" to find. Written in
a readable narrative style- the book is an
important addition to any Texas collec
tion.

-fan

%%£**>
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1982 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER(Oct.28-Dec.31) 1983 PATRON MEMBERS (continued)

Peggy Tobin, Bandera
Haide Rasmus, San Antonio

1983 PATRON MEMBERS(Jan. 1-June 25)

Clarence 6c Jean Scheel, Colorado Springs,
CO

Minetta 6c A.V. Goyne, Arlington
Dr. Clyde M. Gott, Boerne
Mary El-Beheri, San Antonio
Carolyn Overstreet, Hondo
Nelson D. Durst, College Station
Charles W. von Rosenberg, Dallas
E. G. Kloppe, Austin
John L. Cole, Houston
W. G. Steglich, Norman, OK
Petra Benteler, Houston
Elsie Zwahr-Robinson, Lubbock
Robert R. Robinson-Zwahr, Lubbock
Mr8. Pat Wottrich, Houston
Mr8. Miriam York, Giddings
Elizabeth Lehmann, Brenham
Mr8. Theela M. Dallmeyer, Brenham
Marion Travis,CEO, Houston
Geraldine Weige Breshears, Houston
Elmo Schwab, Galveston

William F. Dielmann, Jr., San Antonio
Mr8. N. E. Dudney, League City
Dr. Claus 6c Doris Rohlfs, Medina
Rev. Mr. Kenn Knopp, Fredericksburg
Vanda 6c Ellis Williams, Jr., Houston

1983 CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS(Jan. 1-June 25)

Manfred 6c Bertha Hoick, Austin
A. E. Drescher, Houston

Quincy 6c Alice Kothmann, Fredericksburg
Naomi W. Fry, College Station
Joel Salmon, Corpus Christ!
W. Frank 6c Helgard Suhr, New Braunfels
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University
State Historical Society, Madison, WI
Clayton Library, Houston
Dallas Public Library, Dallas
Moody Memorial Libary, Baylor University
Herbert E. Oehler,CPA, Kerrville
Mr8. L. C. Upshaw, Canyon Lake
Dr. George L. Kress, Temple
Mr. 6c Mr8. Hugo F. Meurer, Austin
Gladys Froboese Kuhn, New Braunfels
Sophienburg Memorial Museum, New Braunfels

Erich Wendl, Honorary Consul, Corpus ChriMrs. Karen L. Daniel, Houston
Lorene Froehner Windle, Houston Mrs. Lucille B. Hegar, San Antonio
John H. Kothmann, Dallas Mrs. Egmont Schulze, Seguin
Olivia L. May, Katy J. Fred Buenz, San Antonio
Erwina Bode Cornellson, Oklahoma City, OKMerva 6c George Pankratz, Boerne
.Dona Reeve 8, Buda
Lisa Kahn, Houston and Round Top
W. R. Eckermann, Durango, CO
Col. C. E. Eckermann, Orcutt, CA
Dr. Charles 6c Billie Adkins, Beaumont
Mr8. Minnie Kern Roberts, Devine
Mr. 6c Mrs. Richard J. Burges III, Round RMr. 6c Mrs. Ernest A. Guenther, Austin
Dr. Stanley W. Bohmfalk, Fredericksburg Mrs. Ella A. Melde, Giddings
Edward R. Dedeke, New Braunfels
Marian H. Kelley, Melrose Park, PA
Dieter Klein, Houston
Walter Richter, Austin
Henry Riemer, San Antonio
Gail W. Cope, Farmer's Branch
Curt E. Schmidt, New Braunfels
Mrs. Adelheid G. Smith, Dilley
Gary D. Stobb, Houston
Mr8. Kae Velmeden, Bellaire

Norman M. Kneschk, Arlington
Arno Struve, Abernathy
Rev. Wilson V. Hill, Austin
Prof. T. E. Frank, Arlington
Donald A. Wilder, Brenham
M. C. Forister, Austin

Geneva E. Tetley, Granite Shoals
Mr8. Wilma Kanter, New Ulm
Univ. of Orange Free State, South Africa
Gilbert Jordan, Dallas
James T. Jaeggli, Kerrville
Clarence 0. Dube,MD, Houston
Katherine Kraus, Albuquerque, NM
Dorothy L. Miller, Albuquerque, NM
Melton Koch, San Antonio
Julia M. Perm, Austin

Dr. 6c Mrs. H.T. Engelhardt, Jr., Houston Mr. 6c Mrs. C. Dale Bain, Marion
Mr. 6c Mrs. Glen E. Lich, Kerrville
Dr. Edith Bondi, Houston
Dr. 6c Mrs. Marvin H. Gohlke, Kerrville
Mr. 6c Mrs. Clarence E. Dietert, Boerne
Ken Kramer, Austin

Dr. Charles L. Lehmann, Dallas

LaVerne S. Pearce, San Antonio
Rodney C. Koenig, Houston
Mr. 6c Mrs. Robert C. Koehl, Pleasanton
Ernst D. Becker, Austin
Mr8. Henry J. Boehm, Jr. Bernham

Fredericka Richter DeBerry, Houston
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1983 CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS(Jan.1-June 25) 1983 CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS (continued)

Mr8. Patsy Dearman Hand, Victoria Jerald Uecker, Germantown, MD
Mr. 6e Mrs. G. E. Studer, Richmond Institute of Texan Cultures, San Antonio
Elmar 6c Estelle Froehner, Cost Linda Moehle-Vieregge and Michael Vieregge,
Jo Peebles Adams, Houston Austin
Evangeline Loessin Whorton, Galveston Island Marshal R. Wilke, Dallas
Mr. 6c Mrs. William J. Dauster, Fredericksburg Joseph Wilson, Houston
Minnie Burkhardt, Lubbock
Arthur E. Schulze, Houston
John G. Hofmann, San Antonio
Mr. 6c Mr8. Jesse E. Holloway, Rockdale
Wilbur 6c Bernice Friesenhahn, San Antonio
A. Bennette Saenger, San Antonio
Edna Rose Martin, San Antonio
Daphne Dalton Garrett, Houston
Eberhard Herrmann, Dallas
Dr. 6c Mrs. George H. Zeiss, Dallas
Dr. Rudolf M. Klein, Wichita Falls
Michael F. Koehl,MD, Huntsville
Ellen Rohde, Brenham
Mr. 6c Mrs. Calvin R. Henze, Orlando, FL
Winedale Historical Center, Round Top
Mrs. Joseph Y. Powell, Houston
Alice K. Gerfers, Boerne
Robert H. Brandt, Austin
Sue Brandt McBee, Austin
Mr. 6e Mrs. Walter P. Noser, Houston
Mr. 6e Mr«s. James C. Lybns, San Antonio
Armin Elmendorf, Portola Valley, CA
Erwin Heinen, Houston
Ursula 6e Hubert Heinen, Austin
Mrs. V. T. Griffin, Pasadena
Melvin F. Rosenbaum, Houston
Mr. 6c Mrs. William F. Reichert, Jr., San

Antonio

Ray E. 6e Ruth Dittmar, Houston
Lee 6c Sylvia Griffin, Corpus Christi
W. J. Dube, Jr., Burton
Dr. 6c Mrs. John H. Engelhardt, San Antonio
Dr. 6c Mrs. H.T. Engelhardt, New Braunfels
Marvin S. Feller, Pasadena
A. fo. 6c Viola Rose Gisler, Victoria
Louis A. Hartung, San Antonio
Mr. 6c Mrs. G. Heye, San Antonio
Agnes Lehmann, New Braunfels
Mr. 6e Mrs. Huy LeQuang, Houston
Elmo G. Marburger, Houston
Helga Martin, San Antonio
Mr. 6c Mrs. Arthur Nagel, Boerne
Mrs. Briscoe K. Parker,Sr., Houston
Mr8. Mary Reinhard Peoples, Conroe
Christel C. Sauer, Corpus Christi
Verne Schmidt, New Braunfels
Logan Library, Schreiner College
Dorothy Thiele, San Angelo

Mrs. Leola K. Tiedt, LaGrange

Mr. 6c Mrs. C. G. Atzenhoffer,Jr., Victoria
Herbert J. 6c Billie M. Bilhartz, Medina
Paul Bohmfalk, Jasper
Esther E. Etzel, Round Top
Mrs. Leslie Necker, San Antonio
Mr8. Ann Adkins, Houston
August Faitin, Comfort
E. J. Hierholzer, Floresville
Cres 6c Cynthia Merrell, Lubbock
Rosenberg Library, Galveston
San Antonio Conservation Society, San

Antonio

Robert 6c Irene Scheffler, Houston
South Plains Genealogical Society, Lubbock
Judge Paul Pressler, Houston
Dr. Frederick 6c Julia Weigl, Garland
Judith Chott Marrow, El Campo
Mrs. Elsie H. Gessling, Alice
Albert L. Paul, Austin
Mr8. Monte Walker, Kendalia
Viola Bohmfalk Field, Kerrville
Texas Memorial Museum, Austin

Many, many thanks to this long list of
supporters. These are the people who not
only allow us to maintain a $3.00 student
membership fee, but also allow us to under
take our reprint program. We all owe them
much!

Mrs. Flo. Walker MOCK, Kendalia, has been
researching the early settlers of that
community for over twenty years. Many of
these settlers came, of course, from Germany.
She is another of our many retired school
teacher librarians.

We receive news from A. W. WIED, Fayetteville,
of a new German radio program from LaGrange,
KVLG, at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. If members
have heritage material for these broadcasts,
they should address it to German Radio
Program, Fayetteville, TX 78940, or call
(409) 249-3681. This is good news for all
of us interested in preserving the German
language.
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Judith Chott MARROW, El Campo, a graduate
student at U of Houston-Victoria, is con
ducting research on the values and accultu
ration experiences of the German Texans.

New Braunfels continues to be a community
dedicated to its heritage and the integra
tion of this heritage into current cultural
activities. You may wish to receive the
newsletter of the Greater New Braunfels Arts

Council, P.O. Box 1171, New Brawafels 78130
to keep up with all the activities going on
there•

A scholarship fund has been established at
SWTSU to honor GTHS member Walter RICHTER

who is currently deputy commissioner of agri
culture for the state of Texas. Besides

being a distinguished alumnus of SWT, Richter
is also known to many of our members as the
driving force behind the annual reunion of the
Shovel Mountain 6c Cypress Mill German-American
kinfolk.

Do you know the new volume by member Sylvia
Ann GRIDER, The Wendish Texans? We will hope
for a review in these pages soon. It is
available from the Institute of Texan Cultures

for $3.95 plus tax and postage and handling.

Vanda and Ellis WILLIAMS, Jr.,Houston, new
patron members, are researching the Biegel
community with respect to their family history.

F. C. BAETHE, Richmond, is interested in ob
taining any information regarding the surname
tfBaethe." Can we help him obtain ships logs
circa 1870 for vessels with the port of entry
at Galveston? We can, of course, refer him to
the Rosenberg library microfilms of passenger
lists.

Oscar COPPLE, New Braunfels, has recently pub
lished the Koppel family tree from 1700 to date.

Garland A. PERRY, Boerne, has donated his
recent book, Historic Images of Boerne, Texas,
to the GTHS collection at SWTSU. It contains

many interesting photographs and is available
to all members through interlibrary loan. He
also has a slide show and program on the Boerne

area# Thanks to the generosity of Honorary Consul
We are delighted to welcome historian Evangeline Erich WENDL, Corpus Christi, all the high
Loessin WHORTON, Galveston Island, to GTHS. schools in that large city are receiving the
Since 1975, she has authored seven annual book- GTHS Newsletter. What better supplement to
lets relating to homes in Galveston, some of them a good education?
homes of our German Texan pioneers. Two events
we owe her: Dickens1 Evening on the Strand,
the Annual Homes Tours. Kudos!

and

-=??-

The Walter NOSERs, Houston, have completed
their research, Early German Immigrants to
Bernardo, Mentz, Fre1sburg—Colorado County,
Texas. Also compiled by Garnett Pickett
NOSER.

Louis PARGMANN, San Antonio, is researching
the history of Indianola and the people that
landed there.

Marie SCHUDER, Riverside, was hospitalized
four times in 1982, but nothing, repeat
nothing can keep her from reading her GTHS
Newsletter. Thanks for your letter, Marie,
andfGute Besserung'!

May we plug Schmitts Delicatessen in Corpus
Christi? Their motto: We are the closest

thing to Germany in South Texas."

Dr. Edith F. BONDI, Houston, has sent us a
copy of her recent article in Academic
Therapy, "Two Heads are Better than One: Peer

Tutoring Makes the Difference." You may
find it in the March, 1982, issue of that
journal.

Roland A. EISENHAUER, San Antonio, maintains
the interest of his great-grandfather in
German-Texana: Viktor Bracht, author of
Texas in 1848.

Dr. Charles L. LEHMANN, Dallas, (cousin of
former GTHS Board member, Elizabeth Lehmann)
lists as a project the Civil War history of
Hobby18 8th Texas Infantry. Good researchers
often do run in families.

Particular congratulations to William V.
DIELMANN, Jr., for receiving the prestigious
Margil Award at the Texas Catholic Conference
in May, 1983. Mr. Dielmann is a truly out
standing German-Texan, active many years in
the Order of the Sons of Hermann and the San

Antonio Liederkranz. He gave the keynote
speech at the conference on the Germans and
German Catholics of San Antonio.

Member Kathryn Adam HURST, Kerrville, is the
editor of the newsletter Keys to the Past
for the Kendall County Genealogical Society.

Julius E. DeVOS, Mason, has published 100
Years of the Hilda Methodist Church and
Parent Organizations.

- 2w» izewzs
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The Newberry Library published a very attrac
tive "Maximilian Expedition Commemorative
Calendar, 1833-1983" for 1983, containing
twelve illustrations from the library's Karl
Bodmer collection, and bilingual text. Soon
we will also be able to announce the GTHS

calendar; it will be worth waiting for!

Sister M. Tharsilla FUCHS, Our Lady of the
Lake University Professor of Art, Emerita,
reports her interest in German needlework
and lace-making as well as the prayers our
parents and grandparents taught us in German.

Elizabeth LEHMANN, Brenham, and John COLE,
Houston, are working on a project to get
copies of early Washington County German
congregation records microfilmed by the ALC

-20-

BOOK NOTE from Jeanne Willson

On the occasion of the anniversary of
"300 years of German emigration of the USA
1983," Dietrich Reimer Verlag in Berlin is
publishing a facsimile edition of the port
folio Instruction fur deutsche Auswanderer
nach Texas first issued by them in 1851 for
the Verein zum Schutze deutscher Einwanderer
in Texas when it made its last attempt to en
courage settlement in Texas. The publishers
had long intended to issue such an edition as
their contribution to the Tricentennial, but
their search for a complete copy of the Inst
ruction remained fruitless until finally they
turned to the Barker Center at the University
of Texas at Austin. They have used the port-

Archives in Dubuque. Some originals are over f°lio tha* is h™sed there as the model for
100 years old now and quickly deteriorating.

Eleanor TOALSON, Bellville, is recording
memories of German home and up-bringing in
the community of Comfort.

Donald A. WILDER, Brenham, wants to know
more about the community of Latium and the
"Latin farmers." Are any of the original
settlers still in that area?

We appreciate the report written by Elke
DITGES, Houston, for the Deutsche Welt-USA
about our meeting in Fredericksburg.

this facsimile. It includes all of the text,
the 1850 map of Texas, the survey map of the
Fisher-Miller Grant, maps of Indianola, New
Braunfels, and Friedrichsburg, and the colored
panorama of New Braunfels that was sold with
the original edition for an extra 15 marks.
The price for the entire portfolio is expected
to be about DM 65.

Dr. Gunter Moltmann says in his Preface
to the Instruction: "Among the emigration
projects and settlement plans that brought
Germans to America in the nineteenth century,
the venture of the Verein zum Schutze deutscher
Einwanderer in Texas, called Texas Verein or
Mainzer Adelsverein for short, was perhaps the
strangest and most spectacular."

Dietrich Reimer Verlag, Unter den Eichen 57
1000 Berlin 45

Have you all read the article by Candace
Manroe, "Germans in Texas," in the December,
1982, issue of Ultra magazine? In the same
issue, "Christmas in Fredericksburg," by Carla
Sternbaum Maldonado.

— DcW G££i/Es

OUT OF PRINT TEXAS AND SOUTHWEST BOOKS • -

We have a selection of books on Texas and the Southwest including Town and
County histories and some German/Texan-related sources. Please send stamp for
list to: Texana Books, 4810 Rockford, San Antonio, Texas 78249.
A sample of titles include: ,
TEXAS IN 1848 (1931 reprint) by Victor Bracht $65.00
HISTORY AND DIRECTORY OF BANDERA (ca. 1925) by C.L. Patterson $Z5.00
A HUNDRED YEARS OF COMFORT IN TEXAS (1974) by G. E. Ransleben $30.00
TALES FROM MOONSHINE VALLEY (1973) by Sam Woolford $6.00 '
OLD MOUNTAIN CITY (1970) by Bonnie Carpenter $12.00
TALL MEN WITH LONG RIFLES (197D by J. T. DeShields $15*00
THE LAST CAPTIVE (1972) by A. C. Greene $15.00(in print)
TEXAS CULTURE 1836-1846 (I960) by J. W. Schmitz $8.00
A TEXAS QUILTING PRIMER (1982) by Beverly Orbelo $5.00 (in print)
THE FIRST 100 YEARS IN COOKE COUNTY (1976) by M. A. Smith $18.00

**Texas residents please add 5% sales tax.
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Space doctor
to be honored

RvRII.I.GKAHAM
MklTAtT WiiTI*

A San Anlonian who became

known as Ihe "Father of Space
Medicine" will be honored by his
native Germany on his 85th birth
day, June 15. •

Dr. Hubert us Strughold will re
ceive the Cross of the Order of

Merit. First Class, of Ihe Federal
Republic of Germany at a special
birthday party scheduled at the
Brooks Air Force Base Officers'
Club.

"Dr. Strughold is cited for his sci
entific achievement in the award,
but he also is being honored for his
contributions to German-American
friendship and understanding." said
West German Consul Rolf
Sallgmann. in Houston. Saligmnnn
will present (lie award and medal.

In an earlier interview. Strughold
said his fascination with flight be
gan in the second decade of this
century when he was studying med
icine and natural sciences at the
Universities of Muenster,
Goeltingen, Munich and Wurzburg.

"In one of my earliest experi
ments, I questioned how biplane pi
lots maintained their sense of direc

tion. I had supposed it was literally
by the 'seat of their pants,'" he ex
plained.

To test his theory, he said he an
esthetized a number of pilots. "They
were Dying crazy, in all directions."
he recalled.

The seemingly simple experi
ment proved that pressure nerves
were very Important to a pilot and
was later recognized as a break
through in recognizing the effects of
gravity and weightlessness.

Strughold also predicted transo
ceanic flights, space flights to the
moon and space travel to Mars.

He Is credited with making the
first lecture on flight medicine
while an assistant to Professor Max
von Frey at the Physiological Insti
tute in Wurzburg in 1927. Ills stu
dents laughed when he told them
thousands of people would be flying
across the Atlantic in 10years.

They slopped laughing 10 days
later when Charles Lindbergh made
his historic flight across Ihe Atlan
tic.

Strughold became a naturalized
U.S. citizen In 1956 In 1958. the Air
University conferred upon him the
academic title of Professor of Avia
tion Medicine He still is the only
person to be so honored and for this
reason is often referred to as the

"Father of Space Medicine."

From 1957 to 1962, Strughold was
aviation medicine research adviser
for the School of Aviation Medicine
and the newly formed Aerospace
Medical Center at Brooks. He be
came chief scientist of the Aero
space Medical Division when it was
formed in 1962.

He was named an honorary con
sultant to the Aerospace Medical
Division after his 1968 retirement.

Strughold has been honored by
numerous national and interna
tional organizations Involved with
space medicine and he received the
first award ever made in San Anto
nio of the Americanism Medal for
advancement of the American prin
ciples of freedom, justice and equal
ity from the Daughters or the
American Revolution in 1973.

HELP- Pictures from San Antonio/Austin
JVL meetings needed AT ONCE A
VT Please send anything you nave to Iaola I

Tiedt, 510 N. Franklin, LaGrange, Tx. 7U9*5
by or before Sept. 1, 1983- I«ola is
making a complete scrapbook of our GTHS
activities. If you have newspaper articles,
please send them,too.

GTHS LOCAL CHAPTER HANDBOOK
If any group wishes to organize a local
chapter of the GTHS, the Board has published
a booklet of guidelines. If interested,
please contact the president.

FOLUOW-UTi New Handbook of Texas

Please go to your local library, find a
copy of the Handbook, look up all of the
topics that are of interest to you. See ii
they are actually listed. If not, please
begin your research and writing TODAY. There
are many areas which have been left out or
which have incorrect/incomplete information.
It is up to us to do this job for the German-
Texan heritage. This is a big opportunity
for us. WE MUST ACT NOW. See page 29,
Volume V, #1 of the GTHS NEWSLETTER for
details.

HdvriuA*

THE AIR UNIVERSITY'S
ONLY PROFESSOR
OF SPACE MEDICINE

IS NOW HONORARY
CONSULTANT TO THE \
AEROSPACE MECICAL

DIVISION, BROOKS A
AFB, TEXAS V

FATHER
OF ^Cft?

space y
MEDICINE^

IN 1962 THE AEROSPACE MEPKAL AS-
CREATED THE HU8ERTUS STRUGHOLD
AWARD

; Or. Hubertui Strughold,
'Father of Spat* Medicine,' re-

. corvee the Commander's Crocs
•TM .MerJt Wednesday at Brooks
~ArB from West German Consul
-General Joachim Vogel. It is

civilian honor be

SCHOLAR

DOCTOR

SCIENTIST

TEACHER
AUTHOR.

stowed by the West German
government. Strughold. who
Is credited with making the
first lecture on flight medicine
In 1927, was honored for con
tributions to German-Ameri
can friendship.
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C1AUS GROPER HIS BOOK HIS VISIT

Claus GrOper, author of Im Winter Brach der Regenbogen, has accepted
an invitation by GTHS to attend our Annual Meeting in Galveston* This
book is written in German, for Germans, by a German author, and about
Germans, but the setting is Texas! As the jacket cover indicates, the
storv sounds "phantastisch, but is documented" (and is true as we in GTHS
know; for it is the story of the German immigration to Texas. The subtitle
is "Der deutsche Treck nach Texas". The book is not exactly a historical
novel in our American sense, as the author uses a few footnotes and gives
a list of his sources, but neither is it a purely factual account, as he
uses dialogue and descriptions which are obviouly creative writing.

The book is a narrative account of the hardships, failures, and successes
of the German immigrants, which is presented very dramatically. Chapters,
such as the one describing Sam Houston and his unique personality, are
probably included for the benefit of those in Germany unfamiliar with Texas
history. Even Texans who know the background and history of the German
immigration by heart, will be interested not only in his presentation but
also in the quotations which he includes. Several quotes from contemporary
letters and books written by such people as Prince Solms, Detlof Dunt, and
Alvin Soergel are not readily available in Texas. I was especially interested ir
Soergelfs description of his house, because I know from another source that
it was his house with a "round top" which became the stagecoach landmark
and gave Round Top in Fayette County its name.

During the Galveston meeting, Herr GrOper will give a short talk telling
us how and why he happened to write this book and the interest which is found
in Germany for "Westerns" and stories about Texas. At our request, he is
bringing some copies for those who wish to buy one. This book was sent to
me as a gift from friends in Germany, and I have given copies to Anna, Dona,
Mary, Ingrid, and Ken Knopp (with a request to share). Elke Ditges, Margaret
Fields, and Dr. Sidney Ohihausen also own a copy. After the meeting, I will
escort Herr GrOper on a tour of Texas-German heritage areas, and then he will
spend the second week in research. He is especially interested in Sisterdale!,
as well as the story of the Germans who emmigrated in 1848 and fought in the
Civil War. He has also been invited by the German Consul General to participate
in the German Festival Sept. 23-25 in Houston.

We hope as many of our members as possible can meet Claus Grflper. Elke
Ditges will co-ordinate his schedule, and anyone wishing to host him for meals
or overnight accommodations should contact Elke at 10111 Olympia, Houston,
77042,thoxie 713-785-3996. Schedule.

Galveston Meeting Sept 9-11
Austin, Fayette Counties 12
San Marcos, New Braunfels 13
San Antonio 14
Comfort, Boerne, Sisterdale 15
Fredericksburg 16
Austin 17
Research in archives of his choice 18-22
German Festival in Houston 23-25

By the way,Herr GrBper writes that there is a possibility that his
book will be made into a TV series in Germany. How wouldn't that be something!

Daphne Garrett
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Ingeborg fl.* RUberg McCoy
Southwest Texas State Univ.

Klaus Grflper, Im Winter brach der Regenbogen. Der deutsche
Tredk nach Texas. Frankfurt/M.: Ullstein Verlag,1981,

The author purports to write the history of the greatest
emigration catastrophy which occurred during the settlement of
the "Wild,West." Essentially, this book treats the immigration
of' German settlers to Texas, and, more specifically, to New
Braunfels and Fredericksburg in the 1840s. GrBper presents the
economical, social and political problems in Germany which were
largely the reasons for the decisions by thousands of Germans
to search for better living conditions in the United States,
and in Texas. The book also provides information concerning
the founding of the Adelsverein as well as many curious^ details
regarding the motivation and goals of the noblemen who supported
the colonization efforts in Texas. Finally, the story offers
vivid descriptions of the miserable, often deadly voyages across
the Atlantic Ocean, and the disappointing, dangerous, and, again^
frequently deadly events during the land treck and the early
settlement days. As the jacket of the book explains: "In this,
the toughest 'Western1 that was ever written, Klaus GrBper de-
mythicizes all romantic fairytales of emigration (my translation).ff

Unfortunately, this "Western" represents another sen
sational story about the German Texans, seemingly a sequel to
other reports written by German authors about their "relatives"
in Texas. Both, the story in the magazine Der Stern as well
as the layout in the respectable newspaper Die Zeit were dis
appointing in their focus on lederhosen, biersteins and fat
women. Gr8perfs book is advertised on the jacket as follows:
"The story of the German treck to Texas sounds fantastic—and
yet, every detail is supported by documents (my trans.)." Des
pite this claim, the story is characterized by sensationalism,
already evident on the cover with remarks like "...in the belly
of the floating coffins.•.(my trans.)." In such fashion, the
first chapter begins the story of the treck with the scenario
depicting the massacre of the peaceful German settler Martin
Seitz by bloodthirsty Comanche Indians, without any mention,
of course, that the Comanches were the inhabitants of the land.
During the perusal of the second paragraph, anybody familiar
with New Braunfels and surrounding areas must wonder about in
formation like the following: "As is the case during nearly
the entire year, a cloudless sky stretches over Texas....Behind
the treetops the back of a mountain stretches craggily from
the plain... (my trans.)." A few pages later, it becomes clear,
that this section of the book,at least, was frei erfunden nach
(freely invented after) Detlef Dunt, whose travel report about
Texas is presented as the basis for the decision by Seitz to
emigrate to Texas. GrBper writes: "Indeed, Dunt painted a para
dise (my trans.)." A subsequent lengthy quote from Dunt,how
ever, turns out to belong to the famous America letter by Fried-
rich Ernst which Dunt quotes in full in his report. And thus,
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in Gr8perrs story, the experiences of Ernst, his wife and his
children are now those of Dunt! Regarding Ernst/s settlement
of the town of Industry, GrHper (p.45) describes it as a place
in 1842 "...which in the meantime counted about 10,000 sett
lers (my trans.).11 Ten thousand persons in Industry in 1842?
Rudolph Biesele, in The History of the German Settlements in
Texas, reported that "...in 1860, when the eighth census was
taken, the list of farm owners for the beat comprising Industry,
Cat Spring, and New Ulm contained three hundred and fifty German
names ina.total of four hundred and eight (p.47)." After en
countering such confusing information, the reader naturally
remains on guard about subsequent references and statistics.
In effect, this story about the treck to Texas is at best
partly, but probably mostly fictitious. This is disturbing be
cause the book claims to be documented, does contain a biblio
graphy, but the text has no footnotes, and only occasional re
ferences to authors or documents despite the fact that direct
quotations abound. And, in fact, it would be'most interesting
to know if the documents listed as belonging to public and private
British collections, for example, actually shed light on the
question whether, to what extent, and why England was involved
in the support of the Adelsvereinfs colonization attempts in
Texas. This thorny topic had been the focus, already in 1894,
of William von Rosenberg's Kritik, which was just recently trans
lated and annotated by Louis Brister in the Southwestern Histori
cal Quarterly (Oct., 1981).

GrBper's book, in essence, represents a sharp condemnation
of the Adelsverein, its colonization venture, and its shady
deals and figures in connection with the settlement process.
That this princely institutionfs endeavors in Texas were disas
trous, that the actions of Solms emerge from the records as
ambiguous, and that the tough conditions of the Texas frontier
did. not match the romanticized German image of it, has been known
and accepted for a long time. Nevertheless, the towns of New
BRaunfels and Fredericksburg flourished,despite all of these
obstacles. Only three pages towards the end of the story, the
author gets around to mention this important historical fact
of the treck to Texas.

As rumor has it, Der deutsche Treck nach Texas is being
transformed into a film or television program. Let's ask the
author about this at the Galveston meeting: his name appears
on the program.

5a// /trV/tfrVMr mftHf

— i»$t MiCoy

School finally christened
The school, located on the West

Side at 900 S. Eduardo St, was the
first school in the Edgewood School
District It started in 1914 as a one-
room school house for children of
Belgian and German farmers living
in the area.

The school takes its name from
Emma Frey, the daughter of the
German farmer who donated the
land in the early 1900s to start the
school

Emma Ffey Elementary School
'need never be passed by again for
not having a posted name to identify

'its three small buildings on South
Eduardo Street

After.27 years of existence, the
school was officially baptized Fri
day. Large lettering was mounted
on the main building to show the

"school's name.
"For years, peoplewould drive by

looking for the school but pass it by
because it had no name in front,*
jsaid school principal JoeBernaL

Several Bexar County historical
sites have been added to the Nation
al Register of Historic Places.

The Salado Battlefield site, in
Northeast San Antonio, is important
because it preserves evidence of
three distinct events: prehistoric oc
cupation, a major 19th century
Republic of Texas battle and cyrlv
20th century settlement by German
imm^rflntfi—

Bonham Elementary School was
built in 1889 to serve the King Wil
liam area. Many prominent business
and civic leaders attended the
Victorian-syle school.
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/Monday, May 23, 1983/THE SAN ANTONIO LIGHT

S.A. show lures German official
Ambassador feted, speaks
at historical exhibit opening
By ELIZABETH MclLHANEY i

Staff Writer

Peter Hermes, ambassador of the Federal
Republic of Germany to the United States, was
San Antonio's guest yesterday as he participat-*
ed in San Antonio Festival events • and was
shown the city by Mayor Henry Cisneros.

Hermes arrived in San Antonio yesterday
just in time to speak at the opening of the his-!
torical exhibition, "Germahs to America, 300
Years of German Immigration," in the lobby of
the Theater for the Performing Arts. It will be
on display there through the end of the Festi
val. <

Afler the opening ceremonies, which began
at 3 p.m., Cisneros took Hermes to the Alamo,
a dinner en a river barge and the opening per
formance of tha Berlin Opera's "Salctne."

Rolf Ssligmann, West German consul in
Houston, said the exhibition had teen planned

SAN ANTONIO

FESTIVAL

for a couple of years as part of the national
tricentennial celebration of the German arrival
in America.

When the German participation in the San
Antonio Festival was announced, he offered to,
have the exhibit open its national tour in San
Antonio while the German artistic groups were
performing here.

"We thought it would be a good idea to put
the historical part (the exhibit) together with
the present culture (the performances) in
Germany," he said.

Karl Carstens, president of the Federal
Republic of Germany, will be the guest of
President Reagan when he visits Philadelphia
and Germantown, Pa., Oct. 6.

"This exhibition illustrates the strong links
which have been developed between the Ger
man and the American people over three cen
turies," Hermes said in his short speech at the
exhibition opening. "It all started Oct. 6, 1683,
when the first organized group of German set
tlers, 13 weaver-families from Krefeld, arrived

PETER HERMES
German official opens exhibit

in Philadelphia. Their leader,
Franz Daniel Pastorius had ac
quired some land from William
Penn about six miles north of

Philadelphia. There these settlers
founded Germantown, the first
German settlement in North

America.
"This first group of 33 people

was followed by more than seven
million German immigrants to the
United States," he 'said. "About
150 years ago, Germans began to
discover Texas as a country to
migrate to. The Texan cities of
Industry, New Braunfels and
Fredericksburg bear witness to
the earliest German settlements in

Texas. But the German newcom

ers to Texas not only established
new settlements; they also made
up a considerable percentage in
the already existing cities.

, "For example," he said, "a
census taken in 1850 shows that a
large percentage of the inhabi
tants of Houston were Germans,
and in San Antonio in the 1850s,
Germans comprised about one
third of the voting constituency."

Texas can count among its
prominent citizens of German
ancestry such names as Admiral
Chester Nimitz, Gen. Walter
Krueger and Dwight D. Eisen
hower, Hermes said.

German Groups Invite Tech Dancers
The Texas Tech University German

Dancers have been named ihe Texas
State German Dancers for 1983 by Gov.
Mark White.

As such, the dance troupe could be
come official goodwill ambassadors for
the state during a planned summer trip
to Germany.

Congress has proclaimed 1983
"Tricentennial Anniversary Year of
German Settlement of America." Cele
brations are planned in both countries,
and both are issuing a German Tri
centennial stamp. The first Germans to
>ail for America left Krefeld, German-
\. in 1083 and established the communi-
i\ of Germantown. Pa.

The German Dancers have been in
vited by officials of the Tricentennial
Commission of Germany to dance at
the Tricentennial celebration in Kre
feld, June 22-26. They also have re
ceived invitations from German-Amer
ican clubs and other groups in several
German cities.

Dr. Meredith McClain, German pro
fessor and sponsor of the dancers, said
there is a strong German heritage in
Texas that counts Germans among the
dead at the Alamo.

"It is a fitting and special privilege
for our student dancers to be invited to
these international celebrations." she
said.

She said the Germany trip is contin

gent on raising the necessary funds.
Plans are to take 12 to 15 of the dan
cers.

Members of the Tech group include
Mary S. Barnett. daughter of Mr. and
Mrs.' James R. Barnett of5432 41st St..
and Georgianna Peng, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. George T.C. Peng of 5403 16th
Place.

Miss Barnett, a freshman, is a nurs
ing major. Miss Peng is a sophomore
zoologymajor.

For more information on the Ger
man Dancers or their planned lour,
contact Dr. McClain or Randy Kirk,
director of the group, at the depart
ment of Germanic and Slavic lang
uages at Tech. (8061 742-3283.
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Fromt Texas Catholic Historical Society Newsletter, June, 19851 "^ w

REV. JOSEPH REISDORFF, COLONIZER

In .early September of 1891 the Fort
Worth and Denver train stopped at
Henrietta, Texas and twelve German
Catholic landseekers alighted. They
were the vanguard of hundreds who event
ually came to inspect and perhaps to in
vest in the German-Catholic colony of
Windhorst in Archer and Clay Counties,
some twenty miles south of Wichita Falls.
An important member of that first group
of potential colonists was the full-
bearded figure of Father Joseph Reisdorff,
a Catholic priest from the Archdiocese of
St. Louis.

Reisdorff had learned of the project in
St. Louis, where land developer, F.T.
Ledergerber was promoting the new settle
ment. But Reisdorff had reasons other
than acquiring land for making the move.
The fifty-one year old priest, born in
Nievenheim, Rheinprovinz, Germany, and
later ordained at Milwaukee, was not well.
The doctors advised he seek a high dry
climate, and thus he joined the German-
Catholic venture at Windhorst, where he
could remain in a religious orientation
while recovering.

The little band, of whom only Reisdorff
and two others were interested enough to
invest, was typical of land prospectors
coming to west Texas in the 1890's. It
was at this time that a general land boom
developed as many gigantic ranches began
to be subdivided for sale to farmers and,
Texas public school lands came on the
market. Enormous profits were made by land
promoters selling for $10.00 per acre or
more land that had been selling for $3.00.
The market for this kind activity included
various European ethnic groups who were
already reasonably well adapted to an
American lifestyle. By this category
were many German-Catholics who were look
ing for economic opportunity in new areas
a semblance of their traditional lifestyle.

Father Reisdorff assisted in the estab
lishment of the town of Windhorst and ne
gotiated for the building of the church
there. The first building served as
rectory and church from 1892 until a new

edifice was built and dedicated February
2, 1893. A school was opened with the
Sisters of Divine Providence of San
Antonio as teachers that same year. The

The venturesome spirit of Father
Reisdorff prompted him to move on. So
we find him establishing parishes in the
West Texas area at Rhineland in 1895;
Nazareth in 1902; Umbarger in 1908 and
finally Slaton in 1911. None of these
parishes was founded without difficulties
which took a toll on the priest's health.
He died at Slaton on Januuary 28, 1922
at the age of 81, and his remains were
returned to Jefferson City, Missouri for
interment.

Father Reisdorfffs accomplishments
were great. Through his efforts five
parishes and their associated towns were
established, either in whole or in part.
These towns retain an extremely faithful
Catholic orientation and their German
culture has been preserved to some extent
through such things as food preferences
and a minimal language retention.

Regardless of the extent of German
ethnicity of the towns and parishes
founded by Father Reisdorff, they have
all remained faithful to their Catholic

heritage. To a stranger visiting any of
these places the most prominent landmark
he sees in each town is the Catholic
church, which remains the central point
in each community. Perhaps this is the
legacy which would most please Father
Reisdorff, Catholic colonizer of the
plains.

-- Bobby Weaver

*A*AA&&&&A&A*&&AAA&&&

for information on the
Texas Catholic Historical Society,

writes
Sister Dolores Kasner, o.p.
TCHS Secretary-Treasurer
P 0 Box 13327, Capitol sta.
Austin, Texas 78711

Dues are only $^o00 per year.
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THE
TRAVEL
GROUP
TOURS BY DESIGN
1Q05S MEARNS MEADOW
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78758
(512)834-0607

Starting September 1, many of the air fares to Germany via
cramnerclal air liners will begin to decrease as the airlines begin what they call shoul
der season. Further reductions often result around October 1 as airlines move into low
season.

Remember that commercial airliners have excursion fares that allow for much more eoononical

travel, often to the tune of hundreds of dollars. Usually, these fares have restrictions
such as advance purchase (usually from 21 to 30 days,) limitations on length of stay, etc.

Also, remember that on international flights, it is usually cheaper to fly Monday through
Thursday. Weekends are more expensive. (It's just the opposite here in the U.S. for
domestic flights!)

How about a customized winter trip to Germany? At The Travel Group, we can plan one for
you and 14 of your nearest and dearest friends. (It takes 15 to make a group!) Think
about \gho your contacts in your comnunity are. We bet you could find 15 others that would
love to visit Germany, too. If your are interested send us a letter and we will be in
touch. The time to plan a winter holiday is now!

Keep your eyes open about charter flights. If you want to travel via charter, there are
advantages and disadvantages. Scheduling and service can be a problem if the charter
is not well-established. Charter prices for the fall and winter seasons should be
available soon.

GER4ANY, SUMMER, 1984

The Travel Group is already thinking about the summer of 1984 in its planning. We are
in the preliminary stages of planning ai 16-day Germany tour with just a taste of Austria.
Negotiations for hotels, air space, and amenities are already underway. Until these
negotiations are completed, exact dates and a price can not be published, but to give
you a hint, we are planning on the trip occurring sometime in June or early July, 1984,
and the price tb be under $2,000. Following is a very sketchy and very preliminary
look at the itinerary: (that means there will probably be some adjustments in it!)

COPY FOR TEXAS GERMAN HERITAGE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER-SIM1ER EDITION

The Travel Group at International Tours of Austin is happy to
offer travel information to members about Germany. Please
call Jerry Vaclav at 834-0607 or Jackie Hastay at 321-3807
QDoth Area Code 512) for information and help in planning
travel from Texas to Germany.

ODDS AND ENDS

Day 1- Air travel Day 9-
Day 2- Arrive Frankfurt, bus to Day 10-

Rudesheim Day 11-
Day 3- Rhein Cruise and travel Day 12-

to Roln Day 13-
Day 4- Kdln Day 14-
Day 5- Travel to Heidelberg Day 15-
Day 6- Heidelberg Day 16-
Day 7- Travel to Black Forest
Day 8- Travel to Fussen area

Travel to Salzburg
Salzburg
Travel to Munchen

Munchen

Travel to Rothenburg
Rothenburg'
Frankfurt area

Air travel home

Check future newsletters for further details or send your name and address to The Travel
Group and we will send you information when it is available.
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Scene Celebrating: The invitation was a "Certificate of
Outstanding Achievement," as well it should have been:
"Against all reasonable odds and by dint of remarkable grit,
pluck, and stamina, Alvina Schutze Bayerhasverysuccessfully
completed 100 years." WW f}£K ll, l^%t-

Mrs. Bayer was honored by her nieces, Margaret Sharp and
Houstonian Jo Adams, at a celebration at Capitol City Nurs
ing Home, and relatives and friends came from all over the
state to drink champagne toasts to her.

The honoreeand her husband, the late RichardBayer, ran
the Deep Eddy Grocerystoreand another grocerystoreat Sixth
Street and Rio Grande until the Depression (".lot all the well-
known people in town were able to pay their bills"), and she
was a long-time bookkeeper at Snaman's (where Yaring's is
now).

The party room at the nursing home, where she moved five
years ago from her home on Nueces, was filled with 100years
of photos and some of Mrs. Bayer's favorite dresses.

Deaths and funerals

Certificate of
Outstanding Achievement

Alvina Schutze Bayer at she
looked when the graduated
from high school.

Alvina Schutze Bayer
Alvina Schutze Bayer,

100, died December 21,
1982 at a local nursing
home.

An Austin resident for

100 years, born the same
year (November 16, 1882)
that the cornerstone was

laid for our present Capitol
building, at her parents'
home, 507 East 10th Street,
the former German Free
School, now a restored ho
me. Last survivor of 10

children born to the late
Judge Julius Schutze and
Julia Brueggerhof Schutze,
one of Austin's early prom
inent citizens. Her father,
Judge Schutze, served as
Judge of Bastrop County in
1869; represented the 26th
District in the House of the
Twelfth Legislature from
1870-1871; served as Grand
National President of the
Order of the Sons of Her
mann from 1894-1904;
helped found the Texas
Saengerbund, a German
singing society in 1853; and
published and edited Tex
as Vorwaerts, a German
language newspaper in
Austin for 20 years.

Alvina attended Jacob

Bickler School, graduated
in the Austin High School
Class of 1902, attended
business college before ac
cepting her first position
as bookkeeper of Sna
man's Dress Shop on Con
gress Avenue. She met
Richard H. Bayer, em
ployed by Southern Pacific
Railroad, in 1910. Married
him in 1914 at St. David's
Episcopal Church. In 1916
the couple opened the
Deep Eddy Grocery, the
Bayer Grocery Store in
1919 on West Sixth Street,
and from 1931-1939 they
were associated with the
Austin News Agency, oper
ated and owned by her
sister, Henrietta Schutze.
They managed the San
Jose Courts on South Con
gress Avenue until 1946
when they took over man
agership of the St ElMotel.
Alvina's hearing was al
most restored (severe loss
due to illness she had as a
student in high school)
wearing her first hearing
instrument in 1948. The
Bayers were so enthusias
tic about it that they
opened an agency, Bayer
Hearing Aid Service, serv
ing 12 counties for 30
years. Richard died Oc
tober 26, 1969, five years
after their 50th wedding
anniversary. "One of the

First Christmas Trees in
Austin', an english assign
ment Alvina wrote in high
school, published in Austin
Homes and Gardens, De
cember, 1981 issue has
also recently appeared in
The German Texan Heri
tage Society Newsletter,
Fall, 1982 issue.

Alvina Schutze Bayer

against all reasonable odds and by dint of
remarkable grit, pluck, and stamina

has very successfully completed
100 years

You are invited to a party
to celebrate

this extraordinary occasion.

Members of the Schutze
family gathered this No
vember with more than 50
in attendance to celebrate
Alvina's 100th birthday.

Alvina had no children,
but she had many loved
ones and friends. Survi
vors include nieces and
nephews, Henrietta Jo
Peebles Adams, and Her
bert H. Peebles, Sr., of
Houston, Marie Hefner of
San Antonio, Henrietta
Leach, Wilhelmina Kluge,
Julia Congleton, of Dallas,
Margaret Sharp, Anita
Schutze, Julius Schutze,
Walter Schutze and
George Schutze of Austin;
also many great-nieces
and great-nephews, and
the staff and her nurses at
Capital City Nursing
Home.

Pallbearers: Julius
Schutze, Walter Schutze,
George Schutze, Herbert
H. Peebles, Sr., Osbert
Lassberg, George Roberts,
C.A. Schutze, Jr., and Rob
ert Smith.

Funeral services, 11:30
AM, Thursday, December
23, 1982, All Saints Episco
pal Church with the Rever
end Charles Huffman
officiating. Burial will be
in Oakwood Cemetery. Ar
rangements by Cook-Wal-
den Funeral Home, 6100
North Lamar, Austin, Tex
as, 78752; 454-5611.

Son Soto SUnDtJarb.
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DEATH OF A TOMBSTONE

By Gris Burton
Schreiner College

I have encountered a dying art form, ironically, an art form that
deals with death and dying. I am speaking specifically of the art /of
hand carved tombstones, or as close as one can come to hand carved/in
modern technology. What I have observed, listened to, and discovered
is not exactly what I had hoped to accomplish at the beginning of\this
class project, but nonetheless I have discovered some astonishing work
and information.

In Predricksburg I spoke with two gentlemen from the Nagel lineage
who have had a line of stonecutters in the family since the early 1900s.
The first gentleman that I spoke with was Don Nagel, the young owner of
Nagel Memorials established in 190^ in ITredricksburg. I found later
by talking to his older reletive, Alberto Nagel, that Don was not able
to answer some of my questions because of his inexperience. His inex
perience should be more clearly described as experience that wasnot as
basic as that of Alberto Nagel. The difference in the time of training
between the two was about thirty years. Don's business appeared to be more
modernized, and though I never saw any of his work, it seemed to be more
standardized and less individualized than Alberto's Craft. Don's business

would be what I would describe as a "ready to wear" gravestone shop. Most
of his designs and patterns came out of a sample book, as did Alberto's
though I did not see one of these pattern books in Alberto's office.
Although Don was very knowledgable about his business and very helpful
with some questions, he could not answer the ones that coul really shed
some light on what I was serching for: questions such as the type of
designs, reasons for particular designs, folk originsof these designs,
and if the particular shape of the tombstone itself had any folk art im
plications. These were questions, I would find later, that wre going to
be difficult to find the answer. I felt that Don could not answer these

questions because of his young age. However, Don did inform me of one
item of interest about the spire type or pillar monument. It seems that
because of the price, this type of gravemarker either has been discontinued
or is rarely ordered anymore.

Don then refered me to his father's cousin, Alberto Nagel. Alberto
started his stonecutting career in 1929» He was happy to tell me anything
I cared to know about his business or his work from the beginning. One
particular item that he seemed to stress was the way in which his tools were
made and the difference between today's tools and the tools that he used
when he first began his*work. His most important tool, besides his hammer
(which is the same one that he had back in 1929) is a tool called a point.
This tool was originally made from either cast iron or steel. When it
became dull it could be sharpened and used again and again until it was
too short. The point that is made by today's manufacturer has a carbon
tip. This tip makes for a better cutting edge and is stronger than the
old type of point. The problem is that when the tip becomes dull and the
carbon has run out,the entire shaft must be thrown away. The tip of the
carbon"-extends only about one to one and a half inches from the bottom.
The shaft that is left over is about six to eight inches long and made
out of steel. Mr. Nagel was distressed to see so much waste because these
points were quite expensive and niieSther he nor I , for that matter, saw
much point in it if it was going to be so wasteful.

s?
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I could sense from Alberto by talking to.him, that even though the
new modern way was good and had some advantages to contribute to stone-
cutting', the newer way had had some effect on his way of doing business.
But seeing his, calloused hands, broken split and cut-up fingers and nails
showed that he cared very much about his work and the way it wasdone.
A machine of any kind could never put the feeling that this man does into
his work. I should say men because I know Don shows some of the same
patience and diligence in his work too. Alberto has fallen into the use
of some modern techniques. In* most of his work he uses a pneumatic hammer.
Instead of using concrete to anchor the headstone to a base, he uses an
epoxy compound. He seemed to be quite impressed with the epoxy, because
he told m$ of one time that he had to remove a headstone he tiad fastened
with epoxy to the base. He said that when he removed the headstone, it
broke the granite of where the epoxy had been.

After talking with Mr. Nagel some more, I asked him some of the
same questions that I had asked Don earlier. Much to my dismay and sup
risingly his also, he could not answer them either. He seemed to be dis
appointed because he told me jthat most of the men who could have answered
these questions were dead. T^.s told me something that I had feared earli
er but had hoped would not be true: that an understanding of the historical
antecedents of this type of work, truly a folk art form, was not very far
away from the grave itself.

300Jahre deutsche Einwanderung in Nordamerika:

-fo-

Ausstellung „Texas-Deutsche"
in der Universitatsbibliothek

WESTFALISCHE
RUNDSCHAU

27. April #83
Siegen.Aus AnlaBdes Jubila-

ums n300 Jahre deutsche Ein
wanderung in Nordamerika
1683-1983"prisentiertdie Uni
versitatsbibliothekSiegeneine
Ausstellung zur Geschichte
und Kultur der Texas-Deut-
schen. Die Ausstellung ver-
steht sich zugleich als Beitrag
zur Partnerschaft zwischen

der University ofHouston und
der Universitat-Gesamthoch-
schule Siegen. Den Mittel-
punkt der Ausstellung bilden
Fotos, die der Houstoner Ger-
manist Theodore G. Gish (zur
Zeit Gastprofessor am Fachbe-
reich 3 der Universitat Siegen)
in New Braunfels und Frede
ricksburg, den Zentren deut
scher Siedlungstatigkeit in Te
xas, selber aufgenommen und
kommentiert hat.

Zusatzliche Informationen
vermittelt ein von Oberbiblio-
theksrat Dr. Fritz HartmutTeB-
mer zusammengestellter Kata-
log,der die wichtigsten Phasen
der deutschen Einwanderung
nach Texas umreifit und auch
eine Literaturauswahl zum
Thema enthalt. Die deutsche
Texasauswanderung erlebte
ihre Hohepunkte im 19. Jahr-

hundert im Zeitraum 1830 bis
1860 und - zahlenmaflig be-
deutsamer - in den zwei Jahr-
zehnten nach Beendigung des
ainerikanischen Burgerkriegs.
Im Mittelpunkt der Betrach-
tung steht dabei das umstrit-
tende Siedlungsprojekt des
1844 in Mainz von deutschen
Adeligen gegriindeten „Ver-
eins deutscher Fursten, Grafen
und Herren zumSchutze deut
scher Einwanderer in Texas14.
Wenn auch der groBangelegte
texanische Siedlungsplan des
sogenannten „Mainzer Adels-
vereinsM in seiner vorgesehe-
nen Form scheiterte, so wur-
den doch unter der Fuhrung
seiner zwei nach Amerika ent-
sandten Generalkommissare,
dermehrromantischveranlag-
ten Gestalt des Prinzen Carl
von Solms-Braunsfels und des
zupackend-tatkrafligen Ott-
fried Freiherrn von Meuse-
bach, die zwei erwahnten An-
siedlungen New Braunfels
(1845) und Fredericksburg
(1846) im Hill-Country-Gebiet
gegriindet.

Im Jahre 1960 wurde der An-
teil der Deutschstammigen in
Texas auf 400 000 Personen ge-

schatzt, die damit nach dem
uberwiegenden angelsachsi-
schenElement, den schwarzen
und mexikanischen Texanern
die groBte Bevolkerungsgrup-
pe des Landes bilden. Auch
Qber die „typisch deutschen"
Beitrage zur Kultur und Folk
lorehinaus,etwainGestalt von
Gesang- und Schutzenverei-
nen, haben die deutschen Ein
wanderer inTexas z.B. aufdem
Gebiet der Medizin, der Inge-
nieurwissenschaften und Kar-
tographiesowiederViehzucht
bedeutende Beitrage geleistet.

Auch in diesem Sommer
werden wieder texanische
Studenten zu einem vierwo-
chigen Sprachkurs, der vom
Akademischen Auslandsamt
der Universitat Siegen veran-
staltet wird, in Siegen weilen
und bei Siegener Gasteltern
wohnen. Diesmal kommt die
Besuchergruppe von der Texas
A + M University in College
Station nordwestlich von Hou
ston.

Die Ausstellungim Hauptge-
baude der Universitatsbiblio
thek ist bis zum 21. Mai (mo-fr
8-20 Uhr, sa 9-14 Uhr) zu be-
sichtigen. °
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History of Coshatte
Agricultural Hall

One hundred years ago in
, July of 1883, the Coshatte
I Agricultural Society was

organized, then known as
Coshatte Turn Verein. In
June of 1950 the organiza
tion became a corporation,
and the name was changed
to the present name of
Coshatte Agricultural So
ciety.

The name Coshatte was
given to this community as
a tribute to some Coushatte
Indians living in a tepee in
this area in the early 80's.
This is according to legend.
There is some difference in
the spelling, but Coshatte
was established as the
official spelling.

A banner bearing the
date of July, 1883, was just
recently recovered. An old
picture taken during the
25th anniversary with the
date of September, 1908,
makes the 100th anniver
sary authentic. Some of the
early minutes that would
make records more com
plete were destroyed in a
fire when Secretary Otto
Timme's home burned.

For the location, August
Timme donated three acres
of land for a community
center for a school and for
recreation. The Coshatte
School was established in
1882 and a little later a
platform was built for
dancing and a small
wooden building served to
store produce bought
wholesale for distribution
among the members.

An old fragile record
book contains some of the
minutes of the T.C.U.
Club, dating from 1885 to
1898. That Club had charge
of ordering wholesale

produce for members. A list
of members, what they
ordered, and how much was
paid for various articles is
recorded. Usual orders
consisted of sugar, whiskey,
molasses, coffee, rice,
vinegar, candy, herring,
starch, prunes, mustard,
pepper, cheese, tobacco,
dried apples and matches.

There is no comparison
of prices then and now. For
instance, one gallon of
whiskey sold for $1.25.

Some of the Club
members were: August
Timme, H. Mahnke, C.
Grube, Sr. and Jr., D.
Willrodt, H. Waak, C. C.
Grabow, A. Lischka, R.
Rcgenbrecht, W. Holtz, W.
Abel, W. Waak, A. Peters,
H. Schluenz, F. Hagemann,
F. Schumann, W. Dahms,
F. Witte, L. Hacker, A.
Brugger, H. Dethloff, H.
Dernehl, F. Raube, W.
Graff, H. Viereck, H.
Westermann, A. Luhn, B.
Teichmann, J. Seyer, C.
Nelius, C. Schroeder, F.
Frank, F. Brast, H.
Draehn, H. Roensch, Theo.
Stalbaum, F. Dickehut,
Albert Timme, J. C.
Umland, etc.

To enlarge the area, two
more acres of land were
bought later at various
times from August Timme.
A rectangular hall was built
in about 1889 to take the
place of the platform. It
had a stage, a ladies room,
a bull pen, and a large
recreational area. This hall
was used for dances,
meetings, and school turn
out functions. About that
time, members of the
Verein met regularly to do
acrobatics or tumbling

acts, mainly tor entertain
ment. An old picture in the
Clubroom gives a good
example of what took
place.

As time went on, the old

hall became obsolete, and a
round pavilion was built in
1928 by the Machemehl
Brothers and dedicated on
December 31, 1928. It is
now the center of the
community and used main
ly for dances at least once a
month, family reunions,
meetings, wedding recep
tions, and 4-H Club
meetings. The new hall was
at First heated with large gas
heaters and cooled with
open shutters, and finally
with floor fans after
electricity came to the rural
areas. Later indoor rest-
rooms and an indoor
beverage stand were added.
And, finally, about two
years ago, an air condition
ing unit was installed to
complete modern con
veniences.

With a membership of
90, the organization is
progressive and attuned to
the times. A monthly
meeting is held, often
including the women for a
family gathering with a stew
or the like. It serves as a
community place with a
popular club-room rented
for many entertainments.

The present organization
seems to fulfill the purpose
of the Society, which is to
promote and maintain
health, happiness and
entertainment, and to
encourage a sense of social
understanding between its
members and their families,
and also to invite and aid all
such entertainment that will
be beneficial to this
community, both in a moral
and educational way.

~9h

I uther stamp
will be issued
at Luther Jubilee

A brief article in the summer 1982
issue of Correspondent encour
aged interested people to write

letters supporting the issuance of a
U.S. stamp commemorating the 500th
birthday of Martin Luther. Judging
from our mail, hundreds of you did
write to the Postmaster General or to
the Citizen's Stamp Advisory Commit
tee. Many otherLutheran periodicals
also encouraged their readers to sup
port such a commemorative.

In September, the Postmaster
General announced his decision to
issue such a stamp. There soon
was a flurry of letters in newspapers
and stamp journals about Luther's
intemperate anti-Jewish writings,
especially those from late in his life,
and whetherhe should appear on a
U.S. stamp. Others questioned recog
nizing anyreligious leader on a stamp.
The Postmaster General has reaffirmed
his decision to issue the stamp, in view
of Luther'ssupport for education and
the printing of books, his standardiza
tion of the German language and
related contributions.

The U.S. Postal Service has
begun working on the stamp and
probably will release the final design in
mid-summer. The first day of issue will
be in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 10,
1983, at the LutherJubilee. (The
Jubilee will be a major education and
celebration event, jointly sponsored by
the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A., its
five memberbodies and AAL, which
has played a major role in funding.)

The German Democratic Republic
has already^issuecTtour commemofa-
tfye LutTieTlfaTfTpT^ncrT^anc^TSir^
issue^~oneTlvIany"bTrTeFcounfnes in
weltemlananTcTrthern Europe also will
be issuing such stampsjluringlhe —
course of tfJS~yeafr

T.J. Kleinhans
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GRASSROOTS COMMENTARIES

Glen E. Lich

Schreiner College

Charles Sealsfield. Das Kajutenbuch. Ed. Alexander Ritter. Stuttgart:
Phillip Reclam, 1982. 528pp., illus., maps, chronologyr glossary, criti
cal texts, bibliography. Paperback, DM 12 60.

Charles Sealsfield's classic, Das Kajutenbuch (1841), should be
required reading for German Texans. Karl J.R. Arndt of Clark University
has written a more traditional review of this new publication of Seals-
field's Texas novel in the "Newsletter of the Society for German-American
Studies," 3, No. 3 (Fall 1982), so I will confine myself here to a sub
jective view of why this book will interest Texans of German descent.

First c<omes the language. I haven't encountered seme of these words
and idiomatic expressions since I left Cypress Creek to study German in
college. Sealsfield's early to mid-nineteenth century German—combined
with his liberal borrowings and translations from the English language
for place names, terrain, and flora and fauna—approximates the Heimatsprache
of the Texas Germans more closely than any other printed source with which
I am familiar other than the German-language newspapers of Texas. From
Skunke (Stinktiere) to Lebenseidien-baume, the Prarle comes alive in words
we all knew as children.

The subject and location give the book considerable topical interest.
The plot is not complex, though it is compound. One is reminded of James
Fenimore Cooper's and Walter Scott's novels in which events—even minor
ones—transpire over 40-50pp. Indeed the first fourth of the novel goes
toward the development of only one episode, but the supporting narrative
and descriptive passages, from which the rest of the narrative develops,
are rich in detail. All in all, Sealsfield writes a better than average
western, a remarkably accurate account of the Texas Revolution, and a
thoroughly entertaining travel romance of the calibre of Cooper's Leather-
stocking Tales.

Although not high literature, Das Kajutenbuch (generally translated
as The Cabin Book) documents in image and symbol the mindset of early German
colonists in Texas, and thus it is instructive to a thoughtful reader who
would understand better the mentality of these immigrants and the heritage
they left to their descendants. Sealsfield, whose real name was Karl Anton
Postl, apparently wrote for money, but this novel belongs nonetheless to two
national literatures and for better or worse is probably still today the
most widely known piece of fiction from Texas, Even Larry McMurtry and
Andrew Jolly take their places after Sealsfield, just as Hemingway and Faulk
ner defer to Mark Twain.

At a modest price of $6-7, one can hardly be disappointed by this new
Reclam edition. Eight contemporary illustrations and two maps accompany the
text and critical apparatus. As Texans, however, we may know more local
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history than the editor who explains to us that "die Mason und Dixon Linie"
is "eine imaginare linie—Zwischen den Sklaven und nicht Sklaven haltenden
Staaten, das heisst zwischen den Suden und den Norden." That is inaccurate
on two counts, but perhaps one can overlook some fine points. Another
editorial error defines "die Patrioten" as aufstandische Sudamerikaner,"
which makes them South Americans, not just Southerners. Doubtlessly the
most grievous error is one in which the editor, Alexander Ritter, confuses
New York and New Orleans (p. 408).

Such quibbling aside, Das Kajutenbuch is a book that many members of
the heritage society will thoroughly enjoy. The German is colorful, nostal
gic, and colloquial. The setting is familiar, and the story is rewarding.
It's a classic like Huck Finn that one may not read twice, but that one cer
tainly ought to have read.

SCHREINER COLLEGE

U.S.-German stanlp
By TOM KOCH

THE INTENTIONS are all good and whole
some. Gershon Canaan, the Dallas architect

who serves as the area's Honorary Consul of the
Federal Republic of Germany, initialized the
ideas that created the April 29 Joint issue be
tween West Germany and the United {States.

Though the two governments did not accept
Canaan's Stamp design, they accepted the idea.
The first day of issue — in the Germantown
section of Philadelphia and Bonn for the West
Germany version — was moved to April 29 in
stead of the original May 5 date. The reason was
that the new Minister of Posts in West Germany
has an important cabinet meeting that first week
in May. . '

Canaan submitted a design of a home in
Germantown but the two governments chose a
symbolic design of a ship — The Concord —•
which brought the first German settlers to
America in 1683. Perhaps ihey figured this was
more middle "ground" for the two countries.

The problem is that the drawing of the Con
cord is based on imagination since no likeness of
the ship exists. Artist Richard Schlecht based his

STAMP SCENE

design on written descriptions of similar ships.
This appears to be a weakness since the design
cduld symbolise any of 1,000 trans-Atlantic voy
ages. A more specific design related to the 300th
anniversary of this event would have been
better. ' .. . .,-. ,

;Canaan's design will not be wasted. Uni-
6Bver will use" It ,<Jh its first daycover of the

, event Canaan also prompted Texas legislators to
pass ft Senate Resolution honoring the philatelic
event and German contributions to the growth
anddevelopjaajtSStsi^.^^

. Last year Canaan received the "Grand Cross
of Merit" — the hifehest award accorded a civil
ian" by the West German government The Ber
lin-born U.S. dozen* was honored with'a "Ger
shon Canaan Day" in Dallas last Sept 14.
' Both the United States and German issues
will be printed in browntones. The U. S. version
will carry a 20-ceht tag and the German 80
pfennigs.

Sunday, April 17,1983, DALLAS TIMES HERALD

Gershon Canaan, a Dallas architect
and serving as Honorary Consul of the
Federal Republic ofGermany, initialized
the ideas that created the April 29th
joint issue between the West Germany
andthe UnitedStates.He alsosubmitted
a design for the stamp, showing ahome
in Germantown, but the two govern
ments chose a symbolic design of the
ship, —The Concord —which brought
the first German settlers to America.
His design wasused on the envelopes
for first cover issues.

Concord 1683 t
German
Immigration
Tricentennial

GLEN E. LICH

German Program

Will Be Aired

People interested in
German heritage will pre
sent a program in German
over radio station KVLG
each Sunday at 1 p.m.

This will be non-
denominational church
program, directed by A.
W. Wied of Fayetteville.

From time to time in
dividuals and groupa will
be invited to participate.

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1983 Vol. 5 (V) No. 2 (Summer)

Copyright © 1983 German-Texan Heritage Society



_w-

Goethe Institute Houston - German Cultural Center

Goethe-Institut Houston is interested in preparing an
exhibition for its institute on German-Texana for the
Sesquicentennial in 1986. We are interested in the
following areas:

1. Music Among the German Texans: Examples of
their instruments, history of their musical
societies, playbills and posters advertising
German-Texan concerts, possibly examples of
their music.

German-Texan Crafts: Woven blankets, quilts,
stenciling patterns, woodcarving, ironwork,
toys, furniture.

3. German-Texan Cooking: Examples of cooking
utensils, cast iron pots, special cooking
tools, authentic recipes, dishes and pots.

4. German-Texan Furntiure: An exhibition of

authentic furniture (chairs, beds, tables)
plus informational material on early furniture
makers, possibly furniture-making tools.

One. thing is certain: not all of these exhibits will,
materialize. The exhibit we decide to do will depend
largely on the resources and artifacts available to us.

If you have any artifacts, information, books, articles,
or other items that might help us with one of the exhibits,
please write or call Goethe-Institut, Jo Ann LeQuang.
We would like to inspect and hear about as many appropriate
pieces as possible: your information in no way obligates
you to loan us the item for exhibition purposes! We
simply want to find out the sort of items that exist,
learn as much as possible about the subject, and eventually
approach a few persons with prime articles for possible
short-term loan, for the Gl-Sesquicentennial Exhibition.

Please help us! No information or item is too small for
us to learn from.

Goethe-Institut, 2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110, Houston,
Texas 77098. Tel. (713)528-2787.

One Corporate Square. 2600 Southwest Freeway, Houston, Texas 77098 (713) 528-ARTS
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June 9, 1983—Recorder-Times

Musician has lifelong zither affair
By Suzanne Diehl

"Not everyone can
play a zither," says
Hans George
Mangold, who may
very well be the only
professional zither
player in town.

Basically, in order to
play the steel-stringed
instrument, which
looks rather like an

infant harp still too
small to sit up, one
must be one of those

people who can rub
their tummies counter

clockwise with their
left hands while
patting themselves on
the head with their
right hands.

Sitting on a hard
wooden chair in the

workroom of an

upholstery shop on N.
San Pedro last week,
pert, 78-year-old
Mangold set his
lindenwood and etched
silver zither on a facing
chair and

demonstrated the

complexity of the
instrument in front of

him.

"These strings are
very sharp," Mangold
says, slipping a
Celluloid shield onto

his right thumb and
flaunting the hard
callouses on his other

fingers. He explains:
"A zither has the

same number of

octaves as a piano, but
the big difference is
that with a zither you
use your right hand to
play chords on the

strings at the back,
moving from right to
left, while at the same
time you play the
melody on the front
strings, moving from
left to right.

"It's pretty
confusing, but if you
begin to practice when
you are a small child,
you usually get
organized by the time
you are 10 or 12.

"Of course, you have
to have good musical
sense and a lot of

talent."

The sprightly
Mangold then
demonstrated both his

talent and musical
sense by playing and
singing a chorus of
''Edelweiss,''
reminiscent of "The

Sound of Music." In

the workroom around

him other upholsterers
look up, grinning
fondly. Zither concerts
for birthdays and
company parties are a
tradition wherever

Mangold works, he
says.

Over the years
Mangold has
memorized a repertoire
of 120 pieces, most of
them Vienna waltzes,
and he maintains that
the zither, with its
distinctly "country
western" sound, was
made originally in
Switzerland and

Austria to play waltzes
for folk dancing. These
days the enthusiastic
musician still adds two

or three new songs a

year to his memorized
collection.

Born in Munich,
Hans Mangold was 18
years old in 1923 when
he emigrated to San
Antonio, sponsored by
his uncle, George
Mangold, who had a
real estate office and
grocery store on Flores
Street.

The young Mangold
promptly went to work
for Louis Doyle at the
City Upholstery Shop
and began to spend his
evenings with the
Beethoven Singing
Society when he
wasn't playing his
zither for dancing
somewhere around
town. Hans George Mangold

.calloused fingers, golden chords

By 1935 Mangold
had bought out Doyle,
and, in 1954, moved
his wife and young
son, Hans Frank, to a
home on Tuttle Road

in Terrell Hills. Young
Hans, who is content
to leave the family's
musical chores and

delights to his father,
attended Alamo
Heights schools and
then went on to study
decorating in New
York City. The two
now work together at
the San Pedro Avenue

upholstery shop which
the elder Mangold
recently sold to George
Weatheril.

(Continued

Still disciplined to
practicing the zither
an hour or so at least

every other day, the
irrepressibly merry
Mangold says
confidently:

"I think I'm the last

zither player in San
Antonio, although
there are quite a few

zithers being played in
New Braunfels."

A familiar and
traditional sight
during Fiesta
celebrations, dressed
in his lederhosen and
Austrian hat trimmed

with real edelweiss and

a goat's beard,
Mangold keeps his

hand in during the rest
of the year playing on
Wednesday evenings
at Crumpet's in Alamo
Heights, on Friday
nights at the Bavarian
Inn downtown and on
Saturdays at the Black
Forest Restaurant on

N. San Pedro. He
usually sings along as
he plays, and he brags:

"I can handle any
request from 'Du, Du
Liebst Mier Im

Hertzen' through
'Somewhere My Love'
to 'It's a Long, Long
Road to Tipperary'
without having to stop
to think."

One has the distinct
feeling that Hans

George Mangold has
done a lot of thinking
since a scaled down
zither was put in his
hands back in
Germany early in this
century, but its hard to
believe he has never
taken the time to come
to a stop. '

Long may he twang! , /
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PROMINENT GERMAN IMMIGRANTS IN NORTH AMERICA

By Gilbert J. Jordan

A very interesting and useful brochure, entitled The German-Amer1can
Connection, has been produced and is being distributed by Lufthansa Airlines
in commemoration of the three hundredth anniversary of the first permanent
German settlement in America, Germantown in Pennsylvania, The brochure is
based upon a longer work Drel Hundert Jahre Deutsche Einwanderer In Nord
amerika (Three Hundred. Years of German Immigrants In North AmerJoaT.
edited by Klaus Wust and Heinz Moos, (Heinz Moos Publishing, Baltimore).

Eleven short articles deal with various aspects of the subject, and a
large number of Americans with a German background are listed and their
contributions to American life discussed. I prepared a short list of some
of these immigrants and am presenting it below. The names were chosen more
or less subjectively in the hope that readers might find- the group interesting.

Some of the ones listed first were participants in the American War of
Independence, for example Johann Peter Muhlenberg (17^6-1807), a Lutheran
clergyman who was the leader of a German-American regiment; Nicholas Herkimer
(Hirschheimer, 1728-1777), who lost his life in combat; Priedrich Wilhelm
von Steuben, Inspector-General of George Washingtonfs army; i-iaria Ludwig-
Hayes (175^-1832), called Holly Pitcher because she carried pitchers of water
to her husband and other soldiers in the Revolutionary War; David Rittenhaus
(1732-1796), also a participant in the war and later the builder of the first
planatarlum in America.

Several later immigrants were active politically, for example Carl Schurz
(1829-1906), who fled the German Revolution of 3^8, and later became a
Senator from i-xissouri and then Secretary of J"-he Interior under President
Hayes; and John Peter Altgelt (18^7-1902), who became Governor of Illinois.

Other prominent newcomers were: Ottmar Mergenthaler (l85Wl899)t who
Invented the Linotype machine; Johann August Roebling (I8O6-I869), who
together with his son Washington August Roebling designed and built the Brook
lyn Bridge; Leopold Damrosch (1832-1885), founder and conductor of the New
York Symphony Society, and his sons Prank and Walter.

George Rapp came to America in 180^ and brought religious refugies to
America and founded the community of Harmony in Pennsylvania. Francis Lieber
(1800-1872) produced the first edition of the Enolyolapedla Americana, based
on the German Brockhaus Conversations-Lexicon. Thomas Nast (1840-1902)
became the famous political cartoonist and caricaturist.

If we had more space to present others, we should discuss Guggenheim,
Steinway (Steinweg), Albert Einstein (1879-1955)t Bruno Walter (I876-I962),
Wernher von Braun (1912-1977)$ Herbert Hoover (Huber), the Rockefellers
(Roggenfelders, Rye Field Farmers)., Eisenhower (Eisenhauer, Iron Smith, lit.
Iron Beater), Pershing (Pfoerschln, Pfirsching, Poerschlng), G&a. Custer
(Koster, Koster), Sfceinmetz, Walter Gropious, and Karlene Dietrich.

People Interested in history, German, genealogy, and ethnic studies will
find the Lufthansa brochure and the Wust-Moos book valuable additions to
theii* libraries.

####•* End *##*##
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Freud in Cowboystiefeln
Die Fernsehserie ..Dallas" wird —

wie berichtet - ab April fur eine
geraume Zeit ausgesetzt, weil die
ARD mit ihren synchronisierten
Fassungen den Stand der Amerika-
ner erreicht hat und weil in den USA
Wiederholungen laufen, wahrend
neue Folgen gedreht werden. Da
bleibt dem „Dallas"-Fan (Fan «=
Fanatiker) nichts anderes iibrig, als
sich auf den Weg nach Dallas zu
machen und die Southfork Ranch
der Fernsehfamilie Swing aufzusu-
chen. Alle USA-Rundreisen (per
Flugzeug Oder per Bus), die durch
Texas fiihren, haben auch South-
fork auf dem Programm. Wer selber
mit dem Auto unterwegs ist, fahre

vom Stadtzentrum von Dallas auf
dem North Central FRWY 75 unge-
fahr 20 Meilen in Richtung Norden.
Aiisonsten wende sich der Ortsun-
kundige an die Gray Line Of Dallas
einer Ms. Elizabeth Stuart (welch
ungewohnliche Namensfugung), bei
deren Stadtrundfahrten auch ein
Abstecher aufs Land gemacht wird.

Im Juni und Juli laufen die
Aufienaufnahmeh auf der Southfork
Ranch (die Innenaufnahmen wer
den in Hollywood gemacht). Fur
einen Eintrittspreis von zehn Dollar
darf man den Fernsehleuten uber
die Schulter schauen. Der Zaungast
wird allerdings nicht den alten Jock
Ewing zu Gesicht bekommen, weil

der Darsteller dieser Rolle schon
langst verstorben ist Jock (sprich
„TschockM) wurde deswegen bei
einer Ruckkehr von einer Europa-
reise sofort in den sudamerikani-
schen Urwald abgeschoben, von wo
er — eines Howard Hughes wiirdig
— seine Botschaften nach Texas
aussandte.

Wir mussen feststellen, daB die
ohnehin obskuren Handlungsstran-
ge ohne die feste Hand eines alten
Jock noch diffuser werden. Es zeigt
sich ein recht krauses Psychologie-
Verstandnis, wenn der skrupeliose
J. R. das ganze Ewing-Vermogen fur
einen personlichen Rachefeldzug

aufs Spiel setzt und dann vor der
alten MiB Ellie kuscht wenn Pamela
(in derSynchronisation ..Pimela") in
ihrer Sehnsucht nach einem Baby
klapsmuhlenreif wird, wenn Sue
Ellens impotenter Gefahrte Dusty
zum Wettkampf der Manner, zum
Rodeo enteilt. Was mag sich wohl
unter den riesigen Texas-Huten
abspielen? Da schreitet Siegmund
Freud in Cowboystiefeln einher.

Man mochte die Texaner vor
einem Fernseh-Trugbild in Schutz
nehmen, das ihnen weltweit Beach-
tung einbringt. Aber .beirn Besuch
der unweit von Austin gelegenen
Ranch des verstorbenen Prasiden-
ten Lyndon B. Johnson kommt in
Erinnerung, was dieser einmal zu
geladenen Journalisten gesagt hat:
„Why do you ask me a chickenshit
question, like this?", und der sich mit
den Worten verdruckte: „rm gonna
to have a piss."

Da vom Rancherleben die Rede
ist, warum nicht eine Ranch pach-

Mten? Das Angebot ist groB; denn
Texas ist riesig, ist dreimal so groB
wie die Bundesrepublik. Auf fern-
sehgerechte Cowboys stoBt man in
Fort Worth bei Dallas, in Amarillo
und in El Paso, ein Cowboy-Friih-
stiick im Freien, das ist allemal drin.
Texas ist so groB, daB der 130 km
lange Strand am Golf von Mexiko
noch entdeckt werden muB, daB der
Besucher rund um San Antonio zum
Spurenleser einer groBen Vergan-
genheit werden kann. Und Texas ist
wie fast alle Bundesstaaten des
Sonnengurtels aufstrebend. Wenn
sich dieses Land bei uns mit einer
Schau vorstellt, dann steht fur jede
texanische Stadt ein Mann hinter
einem Tisch, mit einem Cowboyhut
auf dem Kopf. Eine kraftige Hand
wird ausgestreckt und das GruBwort
„How are you" kommt uber eine Flut
von Prospekten. Uwe Witsch

4ti| JVnnual

OTurstfrst
August 5, 6, 7, 1983

607 l:ast JOlntury Brhtc
jHuustmt, (Uxas

litughts nf (Unlumbus
(Council 2917

please cglh 694 2341

VOliKS WURSTFEST INFORMATION

PLIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Wussten Sie, dass...
...es hoechst gefaehrlich ist, vor dem
Tauchen Alkohol zu trinken? Beinahe
die Haelfte der beim Tauchen Er-
trunkenen hatten vorheralkoholisch-
e Getraenke zu sich genommen;

...man mit dem Getreide, das fuer
Whisky und dergleichen harte Ge
traenke der US-Amerikaner jaehrlich
verbraucht, an die 50 Millionen
Menschen ernaehren koennte?

die Sowjetunion sieben Zeitzonen
besitzt?

607 East Whitney Drive

Houston, -Texas 77022

...die untergehende Sonne roter er-
sdheint als die aufgehende, weildie
Luftam Abend imallgemeinen stau-
biger ist als am Morgen desselben
Tages?

•jedes Jahretwa 15000 Amerikaner
sterben, weil sie sich in Kranken-
haeusern Infektionen zuziehen?
...der Zigarettenrauch auch radioak-
tive Strahlung abgibt?
.^alte Menschen oft bei lebendigem
Leibe vertrocknen? Trotz fehlendem
Durstgefuehl sollten sie daher aus-
reichend Fluessigkeit zu -sich neh
men.

...in der Bundesrepublik derzeitig
1837 Pflanzenschutzmittel und
Wachstumsregler registriertsind?

...jeder Quadratzentimeter mensch-
licher Haut aus drei Millionen Zellen
besteht und 10 Haare, 14 Fettdrue-
sen, 90 cm Blutgefaesse, 100
Schweissdruesen und 2900 Tastzel-
len hat?

in einem einzigen Tropfen Fluessig-
keit 50 Millionen Bakterien enthal*
ten sein koennen?

es in den USA mindestens 2,4 Mil
lionen Menschen gibt mit dem Namen
Smith?

...der deutsche Bundesbuerger
durchschnittlich waehrend seines
Lebens 36 000 Tabletten einnimmt?

...in der Bundesrepublik Deutsch-
land - bezogen auf die Bevoelke-
rungsszahl - mehr Menschen an
Krebs sterben als in jedem anderen
Land der Erde?
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N A C H R U F

ELLA KAUTZ

geboren: den 26. Januar, 1908

gestorben: den 27. MSrz, 1983

We have been grieving about the tragic and untimely death
of Ella Kautz, of Industry, who was one of the first members
of the German Texan Heritage Society. Ella was born in Industry,
baptized at St. Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church, and attended
school in Industry. She graduated in 1926s as an Honor Student
and received a scholarship to Blinn College, but could not attend
because room was not included. In 1939, she became a charter
member of the Women's Organization of Trinity Lutheran Church
in Frelsburg; during her long affiliation with Trinity she held
many offices and was a Sunday School Teacher for many years.
In 1949, she became a member and officer of West End Extension
Homemakers; she held a number of offices on the Austin County
Extension Homemakers Council. Ella began to write as corres
pondent of the Bellville Times and the New Ulm Enterprise News
papers in the 1950s. She was active as a Cub Scout Denmother,
as treasurer of the Texas District of the American Lutheran
Church Women, and as a member and officer of the West End. PTA^
Since 1955 she served as member of the Austin County Unit of the
American Cancer Society and held various offices, including
that of chairman. On April 10, 1961, Ella was named Life Mem
ber of the Texas Congress of Parents and Teachers. On May 9,
1981, she was honored by the Soil and Water Conversation District
as Community Service Woman of the Year in Austin County. At
the time of Ella's death, she was an active member and reporter
for the Industry Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary, a member
of GTHS, a member of Friends of Winedale Historical Center,
a member of the Lutheran Hospitals Auxiliary, the treasurer
of the Trinity Lutheran Sunday School, the reporter of the Tri
nity Lutheran Church Women, the president and treasurer of
the West End Extension Homemakers, the Crusade Chairman of the
West End Cancer Society, and the secretary of the Kautz Family
Reunion.

When I first met Ella at the Executive Council meeting
of the GTHS in Winedale, I was immediately impressed by her
expressiveness, her witty little stories about the past and
about herself. She was nicely dressed, her silvery hair neat
ly held in a bun. She was articulate and did not hesitate to
make a point, but with a smile. And above all, she spoke German
with fluency and ease. I was then looking for informants for
the pilot video documentary about the area of the first permanent
German settlement at Industry. I decided, on the spot, that
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Kautz

Ella would be an excellent guide to the German Texan people,
events and sites of the Industry region. .She became, indeed,
the key person in the project. Dona Reeves and I will always
treasure the memory of the talks and meals with Ella, of the
visits which she arranged at Jessie Btinger's house where we
were privileged to journey back into the past with Ella and
Jessie. And we will remember the wonderful chats over coffee,
cherry and pecan pie, and old pictures at Fairy Wittner's; and
the discussions at Ella's house with her, Leola Tiedt, Miriam
York arid Sharon Spiess.

Unbeknown to Ella, she had recently become even more im
portant for the current project about German Texan women. Last
year, as I was spending yet another weary day in the video study
in order to re-edit the documentary, I found myself looking at and
listening to Ella, and suddenly I realized that the most valuable
and lively information about the German Texans had been gained
from interviews with her and other women. That moment was the

birth time of the German Texan women project: this time we would
gather all those fine, expressive stories of Ella's about her
life, about her mother, grandmother, niece and her women friends.
Ella could patch together from mundane things such tales as
colorful as the quilts which she and her mother had worked on.
And now, as we are still trying to understand and accept her
tragic death, only the artifacts of her life and her spirit
remain. May God keep your soul in peace, Ella.

Ingeborg H. RUberg McCoy

Garland A. Perry: Historic Images of Boerne, Texas. Perry Enterprises:
Boerne, Texas, 1982. Order from Perry Enterprises, Post Office Box 200,
Boerne, Texas 78006.

Garland A. Perry's Historic Images of Boerne, Texas is a collection
of photographs and anecdotes about the residents and the area of Boerne and
surrounding Kendall County. Mr. Perry's book began as a series of eighty (80)
"mini-stories" appearing in a bank advertising program. Since Mr. Perry is
an experienced photographer, he added his and friends' photographs and other
pertinent materials. Since this book is primarily anecdotal, ratter than
consequent, it will be most appreciated by those familiar with the people and
events covered by its pages. Mr. Perry realizes this and hopes his efforts
will provide impetus for further in-depth studies of Boerne.

Hanna B. Lewis

Sam Houston State Uhiversity
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Stammvater der Amerikaner
Einwanderung 1820-1979 indie USA inMillionen

Von den 230 Millionen US-Biirgern sind mehr als 50 Millionen
deutschstammig. Die erste groflere deutsche Auswanderer-
gruppe brach vor genau 300 Jahren von Krefeld auf. Sie grun-
dete bei Philadelphia die Stadt Germantown. Seit 1820, dem
Beginn genauer Aufzeichnungen, kamen sieben Millionen
Einwanderer aus Deutschland in die USA. Graphik: Globus,

Krefeld: Bush heute
bei der 300-Jahr-Feier
Erinnerung an Deutsche in den USA

dpa/ap Bonn/Krefeld. Die
300-Jahr-Feier heute, Sonn-
abend, in Krefeld zur Erinne
rung an die ersten deutschen
Einwanderer in den USA ist
ein nachdruckliches Zeichen
der Zusammengehorigkeit
beider Staaten, erklarten am
Freitag in Bonn die Koordina-
toren fur die deutsch-amerika-
nischen Beziehungen, Staats-
sekretar Berndt von Staden
und Charles Wick (USA). Auf
einer Pressekonferenz unter-
strich Wick, Leiter der ameri-
kanischen Informationsbe-
horde, die USA seien davon
uberzeugt, in der Bundesrepu
blik den wichtigsten Freund
zu besitzen, „und wir brau-
chen diese Freundschaft".

Die Krefeld-Feierlichkeiten,
an denen Bundesprasident

Karl Carstens, Bundeskanzler
Helmut Kohl und US-Vizepra-
sident George Bush teihieh-
men, erinnern nach Ansicht
der Koordinatoren an einen
wesentlichen Beitrag zum
Ausbau der amerikanischen
Nation.

Bush betonte die Bereit-
schaft, bei seinem Besuch
auch mit Angehorigen der
Friedensbewegung zu spre-
chen. Auf einer Gegenveran-
staltung zu den Jubilaumsfei-
ern wird u.a. die katholische
Theologin Professor Uta Ran-
ke-Heinemann gegen die Sta-
tionierung von US-Raketen in
der Bundesrepublik sprechen.

Einen Tag vor dem Besuch
Bushs in Krefeld wurde ein
Anschlag auf eine amerikani
schen Firma im benachbarten
Diisseldorf vereitelt.

-/oo-

T-x- "Di'T-pfy/ay. der BundesrepublikDeutschlandsind aus-
i-JlG JjUrgcI gefuchste Spar-Strategen, die ihre realen
Einkommenseinbuflen nicht gleichmaflig uber Einkommen und
Ausgaben verteilten. Fur Korperpflege, Bildung sowie fiir Nah-
rungs- und Genuflmittel haben sie im letzten Jahr nur geringfiigig
weniger als 1980 ausgegeben, machten aber erhebliche Einschran-
kungen bei den Ausgaben fiir Kleidung und Schuhe und bei den
Auslandsreisen: bis zu viermal mehr als bei der Bildung.

Bild: Poss

Am
Skat-
Tlsch

Reizen Sie mit

Spielverlust vermeidbar?
Vorhand erhalt das Spiel und

hat nach Skataufnahme folgen-
de Karten: Kreuz- und Pik-Bu-
be, Kreuz-Konig, Pik-As, -K6-
nig, -9, -7, Herz-As, -10, -Konig,
-9 und Karo-Dame.

Klar, dafi er Grand spielt. Bei
genauer Betrachtung ist das
Spiel, risikolos durchgefuhrt,

nicht zu verlieren. Vorhand er-
reicht aber durch eigenes Ver-
schulden und eine fur inn un-
giinstige Kartenverteilung nur
60 Augen. Welche Karten
driickte er? Wie war die Karten
verteilung, wie der Spielver-
lauf? Konnte der Alleinspieler
den Spielverlust vermeiden?

\{o\<x"dk
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A Fragment of a Shipboard Diary kept by Pastor John Kilian
of the Texas Wendish-Germans

by Prof. Joseph Wilson
Dept. of German & Russiani Rice University

(First presented at a meeting of the Texas Wendish Heritage Soc,
August, 1982, in Serbin)

The Wendish-Germans of Serbin and the surrounding area of east-
central Texas are unique in a number of ways. In Germany they
were an originally Slavic group which was encircled by Germans in
thei Middle Ages. In the ensuing centuries, they had undergone a
natural process of integration into the majority, as any
minority grbup ultimately must. Thus, the Wends who emigrated to
Texas in the mid-19th century were already greatly Germanized;
most were bilingual, and of course German was considered the more
"official" language, while Wendish —although loved by many— was
of little practical usage. In Texas they continued this process,
intermingling with the state's strong German element. Gradually,
as had been happening in Germany, more and more of them gave up
Wendish altogether and became indistinguishable from the other
Germans. In this century they clung tenaciously to their
Germanness, even through the two dreadful wars. Only after the
group had completed the transition from Wendish to German in
Texas did they begin to acquire English. In the first half of
this century, all aspects of life were dominated by German, but
many still could speak Wendish, so, as English finally began to
come in, many people were fluently trilingual in these three
quite different languages. I know of no other immigrant group
trilingual in such different languages or which made a similar
two-step integration into the American mainstream ("Wendish to
German to English").

Another unique feature of this group is the way they came to
Texas. Being conservative "Old Lutherans", they had been
resisting the efforts of their governments (Prussia and Saxony)
to merge the various Protestant factions into one united church.
Then, in 1854, nearly 600 of them formed a combined church-
congregation and emigration-society, called Pastor John
(Johann/Jan) Kilian to be their leader, and came to Texas on one
ship (the "Ben Nevis"). In Texas, they bought a league of land in
what is now Lee County, between Giddings and La Grange, and
continued their church-centered life together in their community,
whibh they later called Serbin ("Wend-Land").

The last unique aspect I will mention concerns their voyage on
the Ben Nevis, which was sadly unique in its tragicness. While
any crossing of the Atlantic was arduous at the time, that of the
Wends took three months (from Hamburg ultimately to Galveston)
and claimed over 70 lives, mostly because of a cholera epidemic.

It is this tragic voyage that concerns us here. Little is known
about it; the primary source of information is a memoire written
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in his later1 years by Johann Teinert, who was a child at the time
of the crossing.

In the early 1950s, Anne Blasig, a daughter of Pastor Schmidt
of Serbin, wrote the first widely-known book on the Texas Wends,
and donated a few documents, evidently from the pastoral
archives, to the Barker Texas History Center of the University of
Texas at Austin. Chief among them are the passenger-list of the
Ben Nevis, Teinert's memoire (usually referred to as "Ein
Brief"), and a passengers' contract for Pastor Kilian's family.

While Blasig cites the passengers' contract and gives a picture
of it, she mistakenly thinks it covers the passage for the entire
group. But more critically, neither she nor anyone else has
realized the importance of the "scribbling" on the back of the
one-page contract: it is a precious fragment of a shipboard diary
kept by Pastor Kilian. Not only does it add details to what
little we know about the voyage, it is the only description at
all that we have which was actually written during the voyage.

The diary fragment is written in German, in the old German
handwriting. The writing is unmistakably that of Kilian, himself.
He kept his records and correspondence, which were nearly all in
German, in a beautiful script, conscious of their importance for
posterity. The diary fragment was not written so carefully,
evidently meant only for his own reading; naturally, also, the
conditions on the ship hardly encouraged neat writing. At first
glance, the writing seems largely illegible, but with careful
study it becomes very clear, with scarcely any problems of
interpretation remaining. Names and dates are written in "Latin"
script, very similar to English handwriting; this mingling of the
two. scripts, with Latin letters for special words, was very
common, and it was Kilian's general practice.

The fragment covers just six days, from Oct. 22nd through Oct.
27, 1854 (Sunday through Friday). The Wends had assembled in
Hamburg in early September, then crossed to Liverpool, where they
boarded the Ben Nevis and unfortunately also got into the cholera
epidemic. On Sept. 26th they sailed, but the disease was so bad
on the ship that they stopped at Queenstown, Ireland, for three
weeks, in quarantine, while the ship was cleaned and fumigated.
Finally, on Oct. 23rd, they actually sailed out into the open
sea. It is at this point that the diary fragment begins:

"-Vor der Abfahrt Sonntags Mittags 1/4 1 starb Magdalena Noack,
Ehefrau

-Am 23 October Montag fuhren wir von Queenstown ab
-In der Nacht vom 23/24 October starb Tschornaks Kind. Wind
stark

-Am 24 October ungunstiger Wind, Nachmittags wurde er zum Sturm,
in der Nacht fiel im Zwischendeck alles durcheinander, Seekrank-
heit im hochsten Grade beim Knistern der SchiffswSnde
-Am 25 October Wittwoch sehr giinstiger Wind, in 1 Stunde wurden 2
deutsche Meilen gefahren, es wurden zwei Schiffe gesehen
-Am 26 October der Wind noch sehr giinstig, bei mir Ende der See-
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krankheit

-Am 27 October friih 6 Uhr hat die Frau Symmank einen Knaben
geboren, Seekrankheit liess nach, der Wind stark, aber contrar,
so dass man kreuzen musste. Meine Frau brach noch, war aber den
ganzen Tag auf dem Verdeck, am 26sten October nur kurz auf dem
Verdeck gewesen
-Am 27 October gegen Abend waren 10 engl. Meilen von Portugal in
der Richtung nach Madeira hin. Die Reise geht siidlich"

The following is a close English translation:

"-Before departure, Sunday, 12:15pm, Mrs. Magdalena NoackMied.
-On Oct. 23rd, Monday, we departed from Queenstown.
-In the night of Oct. 23rd, Tschornak's child2 died. Wind strong.
-On Oct. 24th, unfavorable wind; in the afternoon it became a
storm. At night, in the hold3, everything fell topsy-turvy; sea
sickness in the highest degree, while the hull-walls creak.
-On Oct. 25th, Wednesday, very favorable wind; in an hour we
traveled 2 German milesl Two ships were seen.
-On Oct. 26th, the wind still very favorable; with me, end of the
seasickness.

-On Oct. 27th, at 6 o'clock in the morning, Mrs. Symmank gave
birth to a boy5. Seasickness let up; the wind strong, but con
trary, so that we had to sail a zig-zag course. My wife was still
vomiting, but was on deck all day (on Oct. 26th, she had been
only briefly on deck).
-On Oct. 27th, towards evening, [we] were 10 English miles from
Portugal in the direction towards Madeira. We are headed south."

Notes: 1. Mrs. (Johann) Noack's was the 55th death.
2. Agnes, 1 1/2 year-old daughter of Johann Tschornak.
3. Nearly all the passengers were quartered in the hold,

between decks (Kilian's family had a 2nd class cabin). It
was important to try to spend as much time on deck as pos
sible, in the fresh air.

4. The German mile equaled approx. 5 English miles.
5. Peter, son of Andreas Symmank; according to the bap

tismal records, the only one of the 6 children born on the
water to survive.

This fragment, giving a vivid, first-hand account of the first
days on the open sea, and written by the leader of the group,
himself, is a precious gem. Immediately, of course, we wonder:
is this a portion of a larger diary? Apparently, unfortunately,
it is not. While Blasig cites a Kilian diary in her
bibliography, she otherwise mentions it only in one vague refe
rence (p. 13), and it is not clear whether there really was or is
such a diary, or if Blasig is referring to other diary-like
papers. George Nielsen, whose "In Search of a Home" (1977) is the
best book on the Wends, makes no mention of a diary. If Kilian
had been keeping a regular diary, he would not have used the back
of his passengers1 contract for these entries.

For all its brevity, the diary fragment has a definite begin
ning and end. The first lines deal with the departure into the
open sea and probably were inspired by it —by the feeling that
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they were finally getting started. After descriptions of the
first chaotic week at sea, the fragment ends: nWe are headed
south." The lower half of the page is blank, so we must presume
that as they entered the main body of the Atlantic, the diary was
discontinued.

This brief shipboard diary fragment gives a vivid picture of
the distressfull circumstances of the crossing: births and
deaths; being at the mercy of the shifting winds; the storms; the
seasickness, whose suffering even Kilian and his wife shared; the
frightening creaking of the hull at night, while all were sick
and everything and everybody was falling topsy-turvy. We learn
that the route went south along the coast of Portugal towards
Madeira. In spite of the awful problems, we feel Kilian's
optimism, especially in the last words: "We are headed south."
Finally, we can note here again, as we see throughout the Kilian
papers, that Kilian loved the German language as he did the
Wendish, and even preferred to keep his most personal notes, such
as in this fragment, in German.

JUNE5-AUGUST21

GOETHE-INSTITUT
HOUSTON

2600 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY
SUITE 110
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77098

MAX ERNST: GRAPHIC WORKS

"Art," German artist Max Ernst once wrote, "is both aggression and uplift." Born 1891 in
Germany, Ernst's career took him to Paris and America and spanned five decades. He is one
of the most important Surrealist artists anywhere and rarely has any artist achieved his original
blend of playfulness and sharp insight. "Faced with an empty sheet, Iam struck by a virginity
complex," he commented. Ernst's works both fascinate us and make us uneasy. His vision
and his ability to transcend artificial barriers, to go "beyond painting", involved placing highly
familiar objects in totally implausible contexts. He was enormously versatile and experimented
with techniques like collage, frottage (rubbing), and photograms.This exhibition, organized
by the Institute for Foreign Relations in Stuttgart and circulated by Goethe-Institut, chronicles
five decades of Ernst's work, from the 1920's to the 1960's, and invites the viewer to verify the
statement of William S. Rubin, Directorof the Department of Painting and Sculpture at the
Museum of Modern Art in New York: "In the extraordinary range of his styles and techniques,
he is to Dada and Surrealism what Picasso is to 20th century art as a whole." On view at the
Roswell Musuem of Fine Arts in Roswell, New Mexico. The Museum of Fine Arts is located at
11th and Main and is open 9-5 on Monday-Saturday and 1-5 on Sunday. There is no admission
charge. Please call (505) 622-4700 for more information.

BORN TO SERVE

The Life of R.J.Weber

Pastor Weber begins his lifefs story with his ancestors in Germany, their immigration to
Texas in 1845 and 1846, with their early life and its hardships in the new land* He tells
about his boyhood on the farm in a 3-room rock house,six miles from Fredericksburg. Ha con
tinues with his days spent iii college and seminary, his first call as mission pastor^to Bay
City, next to Damon, where a Lutheran Church was organized during his serving there. There
were other congregations, Redwood, Galle, Zorn, and Welnert. In 1942 he answered the call to
congregations In Wledevllle and Somervtlle. He accepted a call from Zlon Lutheran Church In
Washington County In 1947 and remained there until his retirement In 1974. Four pages of
pictures are Included. The booklet of 24 pages, 8%sdl inches may be ordered from *astor Weber
for $2.00. Addresst Rev. Richard J.Weber, 1501 South Church Street, Brenham,Texas 77833.
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DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS IN GERMAN-AMERICAN

STUDIES: THE NEWSLETTER'S ANNUAL

LIST OF THE TEAR'S BEST

Clausing, Stephen Douglas. "English Influence on the American
German Dialects with a Comparison to American Icelandic." The
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1981. 231pp. Order no.
8124598.

Faires. Nora Helen. "Ethnicity in Evolution: The German
Community in Pittsburgh and Allegheny City, Pennsylvania,
1845-1885." The University of Pittsburgh, 1981. 649 pp.
Order no. 8202344.

Niehaus, Juliet Ann. "Ethnic Formation and Transformation:
The German Catholics of Dubois County, Indiana 1838-1979."
The New School for Social Research, .1981. 240 pp. Order no.
8202145.

Prewitt, Terry James, "German-American Settlement in an
Oklahoma Town: Ecologic, Ethnic and Cultural Change."
University of Oklahoma, 1979. 186pp.

Reimensnyder, Barbara Louise, "Powwowing in Union County: A
Study of Pennsylvania Folk Medicine in Context." University
of Pennsylvania, 1982. 257pp. Order no. DA8217169.

Stuecher, Dorothea Diver. 'Double Jeopardy: Nineteenth
Century German Women Writers". University of Minnesota, 1981.
279 pp. Order no. 8206427.

Tengler, Heinz Frieder.
Literature (1933-1945):
and Analogues to Fascist (and Other) Dictators." University
of California, San Diego, 1982. 357 pp. Order no. DA8219222.

"The Historical Novel in German Exile
Central Characters as Counter-Figures

Thorp, Danial Barret. "Moravian Colonization of Wachovia,
17,53-1772: The Maintenance of Community in Late Colonial
North Carolina." The Johns Hopkins University, 1982. 448 pp.
Order no. DA8213436.

Tischauer, Leslie Vincent. "The Burden of Ethnicity: The
German Question in Chicago, 1914-1941." University of
Illinois at Chicago Circle, 1981. 286 pp. Order no. 8129905.

COOKBOOK HAS RECIPES OF EARLY DELAWARE SETTLERS

A new culinary arts book, Das Mehl ist Anders, features a
collection of recipes from the German settlers of the Delaware
Valley. $8.95 plus $1.50 for mailing from Prof. Trudy
Gilgenast, 1906 Gheen Road, Montelare, Wilmington, DE 19808.

CATALOG OF TRICENTENNIAL EVENTS IN THE US

The presidential commission for the German-American
Tricentennial has prepared a catalog of all the events
scheduled to take place during the tricentennial year. Dated
April 25, 1983 the item runs 64 pages to date and new
submissions are welcome. Contact the commission staff at 730
Jackson PI. N.W., Washington D. C* 20006 (202) 395-3411.

NOUN or noun?
That is the QUESTION
When is a noun not a Noun? That

question has been one of the major
stumbling blocks for German linguists
and philologists in the long-running
debate on simplifying German ortho
graphy- where every Noun in a Sen
tence is written with a capital Letter,
while Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs and
other Parts of Speech are lower
case. The problem js that some nouns
are treated like nouns all the time,
while others are uncertain whether

they are nouns or adverbs. For ex
ample, "mit Bezug" and "in bezug"
mean the same thing -"with regard
to" -, but one time the "B" is big and
one time it is small. Though some
linguists claim to understand the dif
ference between "Bezug" and "be

zug," Munich's Society for the German
Language has just published new
guidelines designed to simplifythings.
According to the language society, a
noun is a noun if it is used with an
article, if it could be used with an
article in certain circumstances, or if
the context is such that the word
could have an article on its own. The
new guidelines, which were eight
years in the making, are supposed to
be a "radical simplification" of the
complex "Duden rules" contained in
the ten-volume Duden dictionary.

Capitalization in the German lan
guage began in the 13th century,
when words within a sentence were
first capitalized for emphasis, by the
17th century, all nouns were "upper-
cased", and in the 1700's, the first
grammatical rules for capitalizing
were laid down.

DAILY NEWSPAPER
CIRCULATION IS
OVER 25 MILLION

Daily newspaper circulation is now
above 25 million, the highest ever in
a country with a population of just
over 60 million. This from an audit of
newspaper sales in the second quar
ter of 1982. The audit counted
600,000 new readers or a 1.6 percent
increase. Since almost all of the addit
ional circulation was at the newsstand
and not by home delivery to subscri
bers, the favored explanation for the
increase is interest generated by the
World Cup Soccer Championship of
last summer. Germany may have lost
- it came in second -, but German
newspapers won.
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Poem submitted by Dieter Klein. 12903
Westleigh, Houston, Texas. He found
it in the book Drei Jahrhunderte
deutschen Lebens in AmeriKa, by-
Rudolf Gronau.

f!Unter ,ex«anisc*ier Soune11

by Konrad Nies

Texanischer Jfr-Uhling aureus r>cigi«.nd gin*,,
ein Weben und Wogen -en ftald umiin^.
•••Dem deutschen Siedler ritt ich zur Seit1
Durch die weite bliihende Einsaiakeii.

ix hatte einst driiben das Schwert gefiihrt,
eh1 texanischer Grrund sein Fuss beruehrt.
Noch hatte das Tagwerk aes Ranger nicht
den Adel geraubt dem Raseengesicht.

fcseinem Auge, das blau und tief,
ein Abglanz versunkener Sonnen schlief;
Aus Stirn und Nacken, gebraunt und breit,
eprach unverwiistliche Vornehmheit.

Seit zwei Jahrzehnten der Freiheit Sohn,
Hatt1 er die Wildnis gezwungen zu Fron,
und hatte ein Feld wie die andern bestellt,
•••Doch abseits von ihrer lag seine Welt.

•••Die Pferde hielten...am Waldesrand
erschimmerte saatgrlines Ackerland,
dae,fri8ch gerodet9entbrochem dem Hag,
inmitten der wuchernden Buschwelt lag.

•••Mein letztee Werk, er lachelte fein
und wies in die keimende Saat hinein.
"••Vor wenigen Monden.*drei Oder vier...
war alles noch Wildnis und Urwald hier".

Das lockte zur Axt, und manchen Tag
gab1s schwere Arbeit, doch Schlag auf Schlag
wich Baum urn Baum und Busch und Dorn,
•••nun keimt schon frohlich das erste Korn.

...Es ist Ja nichts Grosses, was man getan,
ich rechne mir sicher nicht hoch es an...
...und dennoch, es ist, wie dem auch sei,
ein Stiickchen Schopferfreude dabei...

Und plotzlich uber die Stirne ihm schoss
ein leichter Schatten, als leise er echlosss
••So maeht man der Zukunft die Wege klar,
und lernt vergeseen was einmal war...

..•Er spornte sein Tier.*im leichten 1'rab
wir ritten den steinigen Weg hinab
und sahen den wandernden Wolken nach,
als plStzlich von Friedrich Nieteche er sprach«

Er hatte des UmwerteBe Wahn erschaut
und eigene Werte sich aufgebaut.
••Und was er davon mir offenbart
war, wie das Land hier von grosser Art.

Und wie er so ritt durch das Sonnenlicht,
so stolz und stark9 so rauh und schlicht,
war zuir's, als wehe urn Baum und Strauch
vom echten Ubermenschen ein Hauch.

•••Und lachelnd dacht ich der faselnden Schar
mit rollendem Aug1 und fliegendem Haar,
die hinterm Ofen weltwichtig krShn,
und ubermenechlich in Spruchen sich blahn*
•••Wie anders leift, als in Spruchen una Buch,
das leben bei Axthieb und Erdgeruch*••.
•••und tief im texanischen Sonnenschein,
sprengen wir beide wegfrohlich landein.

s
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Book Title: Decorative Painting in Texasx 1840s-1940s
Anticipated Publisher: The University of Texas Press
Publishing Date: Fall 1984
Estimated Cost: $35.00

Author: Buie Harwood

Description of the Project: To locate, identify, record, and document decorative
painting in Texas from the 1840s-1940s by means of drawings, photographs, color
documentation, and historical research for future book publication. Research
information will focus on the extent of decoration, the types of decoration
and patterns, the design features, the types of paints/colors and materials,
and the painters. Areas: Stencilling, murals, graining, marbling, infill.

German Areas: Industry, Ehlinger, Round Top, Shelby, Warrenton, Moulton, Lindenau,
Yorktown, Cistern, Austin, San Antonio area, Henderson, Brenham, Houston area,
Galveston, Columbus area, Cat Spring, Schulenberg area, La Grange area, Waco
area, Fredericksburg, Lindsay.

Need: Any information pertinent to the subject areas listed, old interior photos
that would show decoration, names of painters who worked in German communities,
information about German Catholic churches in central Texas that have decoration

in them, any old trade catalogs or craft books or advertisements that describe
or show painted decoration.

Type of Structures: Residential, Commercial, Churches/painting attached to structure.

Deadline for receipt of any information: October 15, 1983
Mail to: Buie Harwood/703 Knollwood Circle/Austin, Tx. 78746

TheSan Saba Historical Commission issponsoring the
publication of"TheSan Saba County History"- abook of family
histories, specialstoriesofearly communities, schools, etc.of the
EarlySettlers of San Saba County.

Thisbookwillbeofgreat value togenealogists. Many of the
descendants of the early pioneers from the first settlers of 1854are
still livingin the county andmany livingon the original land of
their ancestors. Much ofthisland was from land grants granted
by the State for various services, aswellasheadrights issued to
encourage immigration.

This is abook of approximately 464 pages, 8V2 x 11,hardback. Pre-
publication price ofthe book now is$29.95 plus$2.00 postage and
handling. AfterApril 30,1983, thebook willsellfor $38.95 plus
$2.00 postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5% salestax.)

ORDER TODAY: San SabaCounty History
c/o Mrs. Helen D. Terry
Treasurer

Route 2, Box 104
San Saba, Texas 76877
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Karen L. Daniel of Houston shares with us
the second chapter of her thesis in history
entitled Old world Roots, New World Branchest
Two Families in American Lifel Karen is
also a professional genealogist«,

GERMAN ROOTS

In all thy forests was no tree mine own;
No blade of rye in all thy fields was mine;
-Thou cast me out defenseless and alone.
So young and simple I could not divine
That I should love thee less, myself the more.
Still, Fatherland, I love thee as before!11

Between 1820 and 1924., more than 5,700,000 people emigrated
from Germany, and among these were Dietrich Stein, Frederick Persky,
and Gottlob Graeter. Those men and millions of other Germans came
for social, political, religious, and personal reasons, but most
historians agree that economic factors probably played the most
important role, especially after the 18401s.2 Some historians,
like Friedrich Munch, who emigrated to the United States in 1830,
divided the German migration into three periods. During the first
period, which lasted until 1848, a mixture of discontented persons
from all walks of life turned their backs on Europe to make a new
life. From 1849 to 1866, the immigrants were more self-consciously
German in character, as perhaps more temporary in the intention,
and contemptuous of the way in which the earlier settlers had turned
their backs on the Fatherland. After 1866, the emigrants came
principally for economic betterment.3

For much of the nineteenth century, Germany was actually many
German-3peaking peoples from the North Sea to Poland who lacked
political, cultural or social unity and were divided by many
linguistic, religious, and regional differences. Austria and
Prussia were the most powerful states. Before 1871 "Germany11
comprised many independent kingdoms, principalities, and duchies,
with'no central government. These small states frequently shifted
from owner to owner, boundaries changed frequently, and their total
number fluctuated between three and four hundred.*• In fact, only
for the brief span of forty-three years, from 1871 to 1914, has
there existed one single political unit called Germany. Even this
unit was unstable, with significant boundary changes taking place
during those years.5

The great migrations emerged from profound changes in European
society. After 1800, peasant society began.to disintegrate as the
population increased. There were more people than jobs in agriculture.
Jobs in the new city factories attracted them away from rural villages.
In the middle of the seventeenth century, the mortality rate declined,
and the European population began to rise. Population almost doubled
between 1750 and 1850, despite wars, famine, and emigration.^ Until
1850, agriculture had been the backbone of the German economy. Three-
fourths of the population lived on the land, and most townspeople

also received their livelihood from it. Agricultural products were
the most important export. Cottage industries only supplemented
agricultural income. Class divisions included the nobility, the
middle class, and peasants, artisans, tradesmen, and soldiers. As
population increased, young men had no place to go unless they
inherited land or a business. According to law most farms could
not be divided, so only one child was able to inherit a secure
income. Girls had no choice except marriage, but it was difficult
to start a new family without a house to live in.?

In the 1850's, Germans began channeling capital into industry.
New legislation transformed hereditary holders into proprietors
subject to the payment of fixed money rents. Land became mobile
property and a new class of monied commoners appeared among aristocratic
landowners. A new class of landless.laborers also appeared below the
peasants. Poorer peasants improved their economic future by selling
land and joining the industrial labor force, further increasing the
labor force.8

In western and southern Germany there were few large estates.
Small holdings predominated and feudal dues were being commuted into
monetary dues. Most peasants lacked the capital to become independent
farmers. Between 1816 and 1848 the German population increased from
twenty-four to thirty-six million, placing an intolerable burden on
small holdings in the south and west. Peasants subdivided the land
but only made it too small for efficient farming. As living standards
declined and feudal dues increased, peasants grew resentful of the
power of the landowners. They began looking abroad for solutions
to their problems.'

Beginning in 1850, the credit of small farmers cracked under
the strain, and financial ruin drove them from Germany. The debt
burden had three sources: first, many peasants had heavy pre-1845
mortgages because an abundance of capital and low interest rates
had encouraged extensive improvements; second, many farmers had
survived the hard times of the late 1840*3 accumulating impossibly
large debts; and third, the annual payments they had assumed after
1848 to free themselves from feudal obligations were still a threat
because they were due to the government. In many cases, German
peasants could not meet their notes. Land was foreclosed, and they
decided to emigrate.10

Potato famines also hurt the peasants. During the nineteenth
century, millions of Europeans depended upon the potato as a staple,
but in 1845 a blight rotted potatoes in the fields, as well as those
already harvested and stored. Ireland and Germany were the hardest
hit. In 1847, a major drought destroyed the grain harvests. Prices
rose as hunger gripped Germany. The potato blight spread through
Germany between 1851 and 1854.^ More peasants decided to leave.

The agrarian crisis coincided with an industrial crisis. By
the 1830,s, particularly in the Saxon territories where the guild system
still prevailed, the home-based textile industry was increasingly pressed

I
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by competition from British factories. The factories used machinery,
steam, or waterpower, and unskilled laborers to. manufacture large
quantities of goods at prices the craftsmen could not match. •*
Thousands of artisans, trained in"the old master system where each
man made the whole article, were destitute because of cheaper, mass-
produced goods. Many of them decided to emigrate.1-*

The political stress sent several thousand Germans to America.
In 1848 revolutions spread throughout Europe. It began in France on
February 25, 1848 but quickly spread to Belgium, Austria, Italy,
Bohemia, and Poland. The Vienna Revolution of 1848 against the
Hapsburgs inspired peasant and burgher uprisings inWurttemberg and
Baden, and spread into the Rhineland and Prussia. Most radicals
demanded popular sovereignty and liberal reforms. On May 18, 1848,
liberals and radicals met in the Frankfurt Parliament to draft a
constitution for a united, democratic Germany, but disagreements
prevailed. Conservatives suppressed the rebellion and regained
the initiative. However, perhaps five thousand "Forty-Eighters"
came to the United States. The "Forty-Eighter" was a German immigrant
coming to the United States as a political refugee from the Revolution
of 1848. To the Forty-Eighters, America appeared as the foremost
successful constitutional democracy.H The greatest service these
Forty-Eighters performed for their fellow German-Americans was in
filling the void of political leaders in the German-American
community.15

The triumph of Jacksonian Democracy here was
contemporaneous with these German attempts to secure
popular freedom, and it seemed to provide them the
liberty they sought. This was the beginning of the
influx of the so-called 'Latin farmers1 into Ohio,
Indiana, and Missouri. German names dotted the map
of the newly-settled areas of these regions. Letters
and newspapers of these German pioneers were printed
and circulated in the fatherland, particularly in the
region of the Rhine, whence the old- migrations to
Pennsylvania had occurred, among the alert, enterpris
ing people of these provinces. These reports were
idealistic in the coloring they gave American life,
and they left a deep impression, that America offered
refuge from economic, social, and political evils of
these lands. The influence of the cultivated German
immigrants of the period was out of proportion to their
number.1"

The German emigrants were generally literate. Ever since the
eighteenth century, both the Catholic and Protestant states of the
Qnpire required education in state-controlled schools. Their
literacy helped them succeed in the United States. A second common
feature of the German emigrants was a highly developed sense of
order and thrift which had seen them through an almost continuous
succession of political disaster and foreign invasion since the
sixteenth century. Finally, they placed a premium on hard work and
economic achievement.1'''

From Mecklenburg-Schwerin came the family of Johann Frederick
Gabriel Persky, a master brickmaker, who probably arrived in
Galveston, Texas and proceeded to Austin County, Texas. Accord
ing to Frederick Persky1 s Petition for Naturalization, he stated
that he arrived in the United States on the second day of April,
1852.18 Frederick Persky later became a United States citizen
on June 28, 1858.19 Like most of his village neighbors, Persky
considered himself a citizen of Mecklenburg, not Germany. Of
course, the borders of Mecklenburg were not constant. Mecklenburg
emerged in 1547 as a single duchy, Herzogtum, but was split in
1621 to form two duchies: Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Mecklenburg-
Gustrow. In 1648, at the end of the Thirty Years1 War, Sweden
annexed Wismar, a northern port city, and the borders changed
temporarily. In 1701, a new duchy, Mecklenburg-Strelitz, was
formed, and Mecklenburg-Gustrow dissolved. From 1759 to 1764 all
of Mecklenburg was occupied by Prussia but managed to remain
autonomous for another century. Minor border changes continued
to occur. During the Napoleonic period Mecklenburg became a
Grand Duchy.20

Landholding there consisted of large farms of up to two
hundred and fifty acres and larger estates. Agricultural workers
raised crops on the grain-producing estates. By the early 1850's,
Mecklenburg was overpopulated, and landowners were eager to encourage
emigration. Between 1851 and 1854, one percent of the Mecklenburg
population emigrated each year. Nine percent, or 50,000 Mecklen-
burgers, passed through the port of Hamburg between 1851 and 1860.21

In Mecklenburg, laborers could not marry without a home, so
landowners controlled marriage through the housing provision.
With few small land holdings available, young people were faced
with late marriage or none at all as well as total dependency upon
the owner. A laborer could not move to another estate unless he
was accepted by the knight. Migration to towns was also limited
because entry to the trades was controlled by local monopolies.
One way to get permission to marry was to agree to emigrate.
American consuls in the Hanse towns and ship captains performed
many marriages.22 As an artisan, Frederick Persky made the crucial
decision to come to Texas with his wife, Louise Friederike Schroeder,
and at least three children, Joachim Carl WilheLn, Marie Johanna,
and Regina. A fourth child, the daughter Auguste Marie, was be
lieved to have begun the journey but died at sea and was buried
there.23

In June, 1852, Dietrich Stein and his family arrived on the
Henriette at Galveston, Texas, from Germany.2^ His wife, Anna
Barbara Wiegand, and at least four children, Wilhelm, Justin,
Reinhard, and Gerhard accompanied him. They came from Marktsuhl,
Saxe-Weimar, and their destination was Austin County, Texas, where
they lived at New Ulm until around 1875. Dietrich Stein apparently
died before the 1880 census, and both he and Anna rest in unmarked
graves.25 Dietrich Stein applied for United States citizenship
on the 7th of November, 1855, and received it on June 7, 1858, in
Austin County.26
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Saxe-Weimar was one of the Thuringian states. The Thuringian
states came into existence through the division of the original
principality of Thuringia. "During the Thirty Years1 War from 1618
to 1648, these states were almost totally destroyed. Portions
went to Prussia during the Napoleonic era. In 1807, the Thuringian
states became part of the Confederation of the Rhine, and in 1815,
the Congress of Vienna recognized their independence. From 1815
until Germany's unification in 1871, Prussia continued to trespass
into Thuringia.27

Marksuhl, in the county of Eisenach, was in the great forests
and had plentiful game. A castle was built there between 1587-1591
by Duke Johann Friedrich the Middle and his brother, Johann Casimir.
The area continued to be divided through the generations of the
Eisenach bloodline and afterward. After 1772, Marksuhl Castle was
used only as a hunting lodge until it became the site of a forestry
office and agricultural school in 1800. The village has suffered
greatly during war. Historically, residents worked in agriculture
and associated businesses, sawmills, and industrial plants.28

The Stein family also left Germany early in the 1850fs, probably
for the same reasons: overpopulation, control of marriage, the
potato famine, tax burdens, and subdivision of land to the point
of inefficient farming. Widespread crop failures in Saxony, as
elsewhere, had inflicted severe blows upon the agricultural economy.
Food and labor riots had also erupted in Saxony and other areas
during the 1840's.29 Whatever their reasons, the Steins left
Germany in 1852.

From the town of Brucken in Wurttemberg, in August 1889, the
Gottlob Graeter family left their home to come to Texas. The family
consisted of Gottlob, his wife, Johanna Dorothea Schwartz, and five
children, Karl, Ernst, Johanna, Anna, and Marie Sophie. They traveled
with Gottlob1 s brother Johannes and his family, who left for America
on August 7, 1889. A third brother, Christian Graeter, had emigrated
to Texas in 1866, arriving in the United States January 20, 1867.
He probably played#a large part in the decision of the other family
members to leave Wurttemberg.30 The two Graeter families landed in
New York on August 28, 1889, arriving from Bremen and Southampton.
They probably took a boat from New York to Galveston, Texas, as
other families had done in the past, and proceeded to Austin County,
where they were to live.31 Johannes and Gottlob declared their in
tention of becoming United States citizens on November 2, 1892.
Gottlob Graeter received United States citizenship on January 12,
1904, in Austin County, Texas.32

Wurttemberg was elevated to a duchy in 1495, but suffered great
destruction during the Thirty Years1 War. The war placed Catholic
countries on the east and west against Protestant states on the north.
The area of Baden-Wurttemberg had a fair representation of both denomina
tions, making it a logical battleground. During these years the popula
tion of Wurttemberg declined from 450,000 to 166,000.33 During the

Napoleonic period, Wurttemberg was allied with France and joined the
Confederation of the Rhine in 1806.34 Between 1805 and 1810 it
more than doubled its size by acquiring numerous Upper-Swabian
domains, as well as others. Wurttemberg was a kingdom from 1806
to 1918, covering 19,500 square kilometers.

The first great mass-emigration from Wurttemberg started early
in the 1700s,"with Hungary, the Banat and Batschka territories,
West Prussia, and Southern Russia as" the main destinations. America
became the main destination of the emigrants during the nineteenth
century. Between 1815 and 1870, 385,000 persons emigrated to the
United States from Wurttemberg. Approximately 205,000 persons from
the area left their homeland from 1870 to 1939. Most of them went
to the United States, but others went to Argentina and Brazil.35

Many small farmers in Wurttemberg depended on the potato for
food. They also often relied upon grapes rather than grain for their
commercial output. Usually, farmers were landowners rather than
tenants. The Graeters came from a grape-growing area. Johanna
Graeter often told her children of climbing the mountains as a
young girl to gather grapes and work in the vineyards. Following
poor harvests from 1850 to 1853, three percent of the population of
Wurttemberg emigrated. Subdivision of land was extreme in Wurttem
berg, and the lack of sufficient area as well as poor soil made it
difficult or impossible to maintain a livelihood. This was
especially true in the wine districts. People suffered severely
when the wine crop failed.36

In Wurttemberg, as in other areas of Germany, efforts began to
control marriage in 1828. Prospective bridegrooms had to furnish
proof that they could maintain a household by owning a house, land,
or tools. Large numbers of small proprietors emigrated yearly.
Those settling in America carried on extensive correspondence with
the mother-country, often encouraging their countrymen to emigrate.
Christian Graeter surely played an important part in his brothers1
decision to emigrate.

Prussian law drove many youths to emigrate in order to avoid
lengthy military service.3' Bnigration was an unwillingness to
spend one's young manhood under the constant fear of conscription,
thus postponing a household and career, rather than just a fear of
combat or dislike of the soldier's life. This was definitely a
factor in the Gottlob Graeter family, -as they had two sons approach
ing the age for military service, and they referred to it as a main
reason for emigrating. In Wurttemberg, people planning to emigrate
needed official permits to prevent debtors from evading their
creditors. Release from citizenship also had to be obtained.
When minors were involved, the probate court had to be contacted.
Local authorities also published lists of emigrants in the news
papers with the request that creditors take action.38 still, the
Graeters chose to leave.

!
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Once the emigrants decided to leave Germany, they faced the
problems of packing and leaving their community, traveling to the
port of their choice, and making the long journey by ship to America.
This process could take several months. According to Hansen, the
odyssey of the migrant began when he first dreamed of a far-off
land. Germans leaving from the south usually vent by local stage
to Strasbourg then loaded into wagons for Paris. From there,
steamers on the Seine took them to Le Havre. From northern and

central Germany, the Elbe and Weser Rivers took emigrants to Hamburg
and Bremen.39 Bremen for many years had been the chief port of
European emigration. As an independent city-state and a member of
the Hanseatic League, Bremen had been living off the sea and its
commerce for a thousand years.40

Transportation had improved in the 1830!s due to the elimination
of tolls and restrictions on the Rhine, Main and Neckar, and by
the introduction of the steamboat, making seaports more accessible.
During the sailing era, the shipping industry v/as dependent upon
the weather. An agent announced the date when the emigrants should
be in port, with a warning that the vessel would sail with the
first fair wind. Although vessels designed primarily for the
emigrant trade appeared by raid-nineteenth century, most consisted
of cotton, tobacco, and timber ships or liners and East Indiamen
too old to serve their original purpose.41 A typical timber vessel
was practically a shell, with no compartments except the captain
and crew quarters. To prepare for a cargo of emigrants, a temporary
deck was laid, with rough wooden berths constructed along each
side. There were no port-holes in these vessels nor any ventila
tion beyond the hatchways. In bad weather, the hatches were battened
down, and the emigrants were left in darkness to breathe the stifling
air. 42

The history of the great maritime transportation companies in
the nineteenth century was intertwined with the history of emigration.
Samuel Cunard's principal business became carrying Irishmen to the
New World, while the North German Lloyd Line carried out of Bremen,
and the Hamburg-American Line out of Hamburg. The famous white
Star Line carried out of Glasgow, Liverpool and Belfast. On the
outward voyages the European freighters carried locomotives and rails,
pumps and drills for mines, and gold for payrolls. In the early
decades of colonization, labor and capital moved together.43

Passage to America was often as low as $25 from the German
ports, putting emigration within reach of even the poorest peasants.
Most emigrants disposed of their heirlooms before leaving home.
The conditions of the voyage called for specialized equipment secured
in the ports including a provision box, knives, forks and spoons,
a bucket, teakettle, tin cups and plates, a hammer and nails, and
brass hooks. The emigrants provided their own bedding and other
personal necessities, including food of hardtack, butter, cheese and
dried meats. Some passengers also brought worsts, hams, red herring,
and onions.44

In leaving the Dutch and German ports, the greatest problems
were in the English Channel, with danger in the rocks and shoals
on either shore. Delays of a few weeks or even a month were common.
Life was centered on deck and in the steerage. The steerage was
usually not more than six feet from the floor to the ceiling with
no entrance except a ladder leading down from a hole in the deck.
Around the sides of the steerage ran two layers of berths, which
were shelves wide enough for five persons and filling most of the
floor space. The lowest part of the hold contained the heavy
baggage and chests, casks of water, and cordwood for fuel.45

Life on a German ship was strictly regimented, with passengers
required to stay on deck and take exercise except in the coldest
or stormiest weather. Most emigrants left home in the spring and
approached America in June or early July.46 Craftsmen plied their
trades on deck, while the women knitted, sewed and cooked, and the
children played or were taught. Sickness, birth, and death were
constant companions during the voyage.47

A young girl remembered her voyage of the 1840!s years later:

Our journey in the fall of the year was at the
worst imaginable time to sail. The food was wretched,
the water barely drinkable, and we were seasick through
out most of the voyage. It was particularly rough
in the North Sea, with its choppy green waves.48

Typhus, ship fever, cholera, and smallpox were common on the
emigrant ships. In the most overcrowded vessels, steerage life meant
continuous suffering. Keeping clean was especially difficult, and
vermin infested the steerage and sometimes the cabin quarters.49 The
overcrowding, bad diet, and lack of medicine helped spread contagious
disease among passengers whose resistance was already suppressed
by poverty or destitution. Crowding made decency or comfort impossible,
and on most ships, men and women were berthed together. In many ships,
there were no water closets, and nevermore than one for every one
hundred passengers.50

Conditions improved in the 1860's and 1870's when steamships
took over the emigrant business. Although the dangers of the crossing
diminished, travel in the steerage was still uncomfortable. Sailings
began on more dependable schedules, and the journey decreased to a
week or ten days. While the steamers of the 1850!s were not much
above 2,000 tons, those after 1880 reached from 11,000 to 54,000
tons. The greater space reduced overcrowding as well as the cost
to the emigrant.51 The families of Frederick Persky and Dietrich
Stein probably endured much greater hardship and discomfort in their
1852 crossing than the Gottlob Graeter family, who arrived in 1889.
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Pennsylvania German Easter Eggs: The Art of Evelyn Althouse

Evelyn Althouse grew up on a farm near Ephrata, Pennsyl

vania. Both she and her husband, who is from Hamburg, PA,
are able to speak the Pennsylvania German dialect. As a child
Mrs. Althouse learned from her mother the art of decorating
Easter eggs in the traditional Pennsylvania German manner.
Since then she has made a special study of this craft and is
row widely recognized for her work.

The basic technique of Pennsylvania German egg decoration
is co color the eggs, then pcH the £c.*3igr» by using a straight
pin to scratch d^ii^to -.rhite lines through the color* The
effect resembles sgraffito-decorated Pennsylvania German pot
tery. The designs include motifs such as birds, tulips, and
hearts which may be found in other types of Pennsylvania Ger
man decorative art. The background color is applied to the
eggshells by boiling the eggs with onion skins, which pro
duces a warm brown color. Mrs. Althouse has experimented
with other natural dyes, such as the husks of black walnuts i

or the bark of the osage orange tree, in order to produce -^
other colors. By slowly simmering the eggs for up to two ViJ
hours, it is possible to harden the inside so that the *
decorated eggs may be kept permanently. After several months,
the eggs dry out inside.

Mrs. Althouse has exhibited and demonstrated her craft at

several shows and a few years ago she contributed an article
on egg decoration to the magazine Woman's World. Contact her
at 35 East Queen Street, Ephrata, Pa 17522.
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GERMAN-TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION

Compiled by Genealogy Editor Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchlsmd, San Antonio TX 78213

Galveston, here we cornel We are anxiously anticipating the next GTHS
annual meeting to be held in Galveston! What a perfect place for a meeting,
the point of origin for many of our Germany-to-Texas immigrant®. Besides
all the other ekciting things to do and places to see, we have a super
Genealogy Workshop planned for you. It will be on Saturday afternoon,
September 10, at the famed Rosenberg Library. Our speaker will be Mrs.
Ella E« Lee Sheffield, a professional genealogist who has been "doing"
genealogy for about 15 years. Besides doing research and giving seminars,
she teaches genealogy at the College of the Mainland in Texas City. She
also works for the Southern Historical press of Easley, S« Car., editing,
indexing, doing formats, and researching, she co-edited the publication
35t000^Tennessee Marriage Records and Bonds, 1783-1870, and is a member of
both the DAR and the DRT. Ella claims to nave "a touch of German" in her
own background. The program will introduce us to the Rosenberg library
and its resources as well as those available in other parts of Galveston,
including Catholic and Lutheran church records. At our request, she will
deal with the specific topic of immigration records and ships' passenger
lists. This is one program our members will not want to miss!

Computer Report. Since last issue, we have received one response with an
interest in computer genealogy. Lauren Kattner, Rt 1,, box 122, Ladonia TX
75^9 furnished a program she prepared for figuring date approximations,
using birth years of father, mother, first and last child, and marriage
date. It is designed for use with the TI 991^A computer, but it does not
work on your genealogy editor's new Apple He.. We selected the Apple to
purchase mainly based on the availability of the software. Highly recommended
is the genealogy program called "Family Roots" by Stephen C. Vorenberg.
Not only does this program enable you to put in all the dates and places
of birth, marriage, death, etc., for each person, it also has a flexibility
not often found in other programs. For example, there are several fields
the individual user defines based on the information one is interested in
keeping, for example, date of baptism, date of burial, godparents, etc.
Footnotes can be added; you define them, if you are interested in noting
the source of the date, or any other by-the-way information. The program
can print three types of "pedigree" charts and either individual or family
group sheets. You can search the information for any defined criteria,
for example, to pinpoint family patterns or to test hypotheses. The "Text"
part is used for storing notes that don't fit into the chart categories—
valuable for family history narratives. The program can deal with an
UNLIMITED number of ancestors or descendants, which is why we like it for
our large family. The review in the May-June issue of Genealogical Helper
does not do justice to it! For information, write to QuinseptT Inc. P 0
Box 216, Lexington MA 02173. The cost for the complete system, two diskettes
plus 176-page instruction manual, is $185,00, plus $3-50 postage. The
manual may be purchased alone for $15.00 with credit going toward later
purchase of the program. It is highly recommended that you purchase the
manual first, read it over, and see what all this program can do. A less
powerful, less sophisticated, and less expensive program is also available
from the same source. This one is called "Lineages" and costs $9?»00
for the manual plus diskettes, again $3«50 postage. The 80-page manual
alone is $12.00. "Lineages" can be up-graded to "Family Roots." If you
write, please give the name of your genealogy editor as recommending it.
(I might get a discount someday.)

One more thing on computers. The National Genealogical society has
approved a computer interest group called CIG, For further information,
send a SASE to the NGS, 1921 Sutherland Place, Washington DC 20036.
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FROM QUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from letters
received from our members., If you have an interest in any of the f mi lies
mentioned, write directly to the member. To have your story appear in a
future issue, write to your Genealogy Editor, Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San
Antonio TX 78213a Items are published free of charge for members. For
non-members, there is a $3.00 query fee. Please submit a concise paragraph or
two, or simply a list of the surnames you are researching along with the Texas

counties the families settled and the religion they practiced.

HiJLda_AgoId. , Rt 3, Box 3830, Boerne TX 78006 needs some additional
information for her family history. She is looking for the first name of Mr.
Walter (it could be Julius) who came to Galveston about 1850 with his wife

Emelie Schumann Walter and three small children, Julius, Thusnelda, and
Hubert. Emelia was a daughter of Aug. Wm. Schumann who settled with a portion
of his f.amily in Guadalupe County and founded the settlement of

Schumannsvi1le. Mr. Walter worked at. painting ships at Galveston until he
died of a lung ailment. Emelia later married Louis Ranzau, Sr., in Seguin,
and they came to Kendall County. The Walters' daughter Thusnelda married
Henry Agold in Kendall County; these were Hilda's grandparents.

C. S. Alkire , 1307 N« Rusk, Weatherford TX 76086 is interested in the Sack,
Ploeger, Loeschmann, Alkire, and Kleberg families. He has informal on on the
Alkires going back to 1625 in the Palatinate areau The Silver Book carries
the Sack Family back to 1480. (See GTHS Newsletter , Vol III, No. 1, March,
1981, pp. 69-70 for further information on the Silver Book «)

Ed. J. Vogel 429 Hwy 36N, Bellville TX 77418 reports all four of his
grandparents came from Germany. On his father's side, the Vogels came from
Forstreen, Oberlausitzland,. They were Wendish and came to Texas with Pastor

Kilian in 1854. Although most of the Wendish immigrant group went to Serbin,
the Vogels made their home in Houston. The names of Andreas Vogel and family-
are included in the ship's passengers listeed in The..Wends of Texas by Anne
Blasig. On his mother's side, the Leverkuhn family came from Hannover in the

laite 1860s. Ed visited both Hannover and Forsteen during an extensive trip to
Germany in 1932« He has genealogical charts on boths families, but the dates
are not complete. He is very interested in German-Texan history and has a
collection of German coins and paper money from the 1921-1922 period which
shows what happened during thee devastating depression and inflaion preceeding
he fall of the government.

Q.£CQi_§fe.Q.c:k ? Rt If Rosebud TX 76570 is a teacher and is looking for further
information on the Stock family who lived at Mentz in Colorado County. She is
ailso researching the Pieper and Wendel families.

Louannie Younqstrom Rt 1, Box 238, Aberdeen ID 83210 is trying to find
ancestors by the name of Richter. She recently found a mention of their being
in Galveston in about 1848. Hans Peter Richter was among the Germans who came
to Texas from Antwerp. Louannie believes he was the father of Mary Magdelina
Richter who was her own great-great-grandmother. Mary Magdelina's first
husband was a Mr. Mantany (or Montany) but she has never found that name

anywhere. Mary later went to Pennsylvania or Ohio where she married Daniel
Hammon, Louannie's great-great-grandfather. Do any of you other Richter
researchers have these names in your files?

Elmo Schwab , Texas Bldg., 415 22nd St., Galveston TX 77550 is a new patron
member. He is interested in exchanging information on the Schwab, Hoch, and
Reimenschneider families. An attorney, Elmo has offered to help in checking
German ship passenger lists in the Glaveston Customs Buildings.
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led, M. Goedeke , 9102 Timberside Dr. , Houston TX 77025 is one of our most
regular correspondents. He reports that he has obtained maps showing the old
German towns and cities prior to 1945 and their new names under East German
and Poland rule.

HeJ.en_Arjn.old 3414 Foothill Terrace, Austin TX 78731 is looking for relatives
of Gustav Frimel who came from Silesia on the Nejg,tyne. in 1867. He married
Theresa Lowke who was from Bautzen. They settled in Fayette County and were
Lutheran.

I.QO.aJHartJ||^ker P 0 Box 94, Marble Falls TX 78654 would appreciate
information on Jacob Becker who resided in San Anonio in the 1860s and 1870s.

He was a butcher and died in a wagon accident while delivering meat. He had
married a Miss Reider (first name unknown and unsure of surname spelling).
Their three children were Carl William (born 1866), Sophia, and Louisa. Carl
was reared by a Mrs. Bagel/Biegel of Helotes on her ranch where he learned to
spea.k Spanish. Carl and wife Clara Frantzen were the parents of Mrs. Becker's
husband. Sophia married William Frantzen of Fredericksburg, and Louisa
married a Mr. Speck, possibly of San Antonio. lona has land records and an
Army discharge. She wants to know what, if any, connection there is between
this family and the Martin Becker family listed in Geue's New Homes in a New
Land (page 52). Was Jacob related to, or possibly the same as, the Jacob
Becker who was at Bevil's Settlement in the 1830s? She has searched the

Census for Fredericksburg but is unable to connect the Beckers who were there
in the 1850s.

ELi.^^tJlJFri.ck 75 Lyerly, Apt 332, Houston- TX 77022 is another of our
reaular correspondents. She wishes to correct an item in the Fall, J.982,
issue (Vol. IV, No, 3) page 54. When Silas Earle moved to Marlin in 1869 or
so, he had three ,children, not two. For her Swiss ancestors, Elizabeth how
has Stammtafel der Familie Frick vontKngnau (Zurich), beziehunqswiesse spater
von.Sch^nenberq und Richterswil . The earliest of her ancestors-1isted in it
is Gorius Frick with dates back to 1607. There are some German words

Elizabeth can't translate even with the help of some books. She hopes others
may be interested in this line of Swiss genealogy.

Linda Macdonald , 4801 Crockett, Galveston TX 77550 is interested in four
families who lived around Ellinger in Fayette County and she has a wealth of
knowledge about them and also on the churches and schools of the Ellinger
area. She is working on the families of Conrad and Madeline Schobel who came
to Texas in 1846, and Andreas and Katherina Reinhard who came to Texas around
1844. The Schobels and Reinhards were Catholic. Linda is also working on the
Scheel and Koch/Cook families, both Lutheran. Heinrich Scheel (born 1832)
married Macdalena Reinhard and they ad ten children. Henry G. and Rubeka Cook
(she, born 1822, Germany) had a son Henry who married Macdalena Schobel. They
ahd ten children. Linda is director of the Division of Institutional Services

at the UT Medical Branch and is busily involved in planning our GTHS meeting
there in Galveston. *Here is her experience in recording oral history, a
lesson for all of us ;

"....My grandmother has been an excellent source. She is 86 years old
and extremely bright, mentally alert and possessing a tremendous memory. I
try to find facts and then ask her about them. She is really the reason I

started this history business. After she had a stroke two years ago, I
discovered that I was the only one who knew any of the old stories about the
days in Ellinger when she was a child. She has two children and I am the only
grandchild. It frightened me to think that all this valuable information from
the past was stored in my forgetful mind. We thought my grandmother was going
to die. .After three days, she came out of it, thank God. Her partial
paralysis was gone and when she woke up for the first time, she looked around
the room for my mother and siad, "Happy Birthday!" Much to our surprise, even
my mother's, it was indeed her birthday. Since that time, I have had many
sessions with my grandmother and a tape recorder. My grandmother is very hard
of hearing, but once she understands the guestion, she is ready to talk She

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1983 Vol. 5 (V) No. 2 (Summer)

Copyright © 1983 German-Texan Heritage Society



- lit-
was born in 1896 in Ellinger and is the daughter of Ernest and Louisa Scheel."

Qne.last thing about computers . In case you haven't guessed by now, this
section of the genealogical entries was done on that marvelous new computer
using the word processing program called "Apple Writer //." Your Genealogy
Editor is still a beginner at this, so things will get better—and easier, I
hope!

^iaelBt^r^uxfe^mp^r <3famtlg
1846 THE BIG (!) FAMILY REUNION IS COMING IN 1984

The Hoelscher-Buxkemper Family has set its 16th Biennial Reunion

for May 26 & 27, 1984, at the SPJST Hall in Round Rock. The

orgainzing committee are the Austin area kinfolks under the

chairmanship of Elmer Entrop, 7306 fiucknell, Austin 78723t

(512) 926-1809. This is the big one, the family reunion that

traditionally draws some 1,000 relatives from far and near.

BEN DELE FAMILY REUNION

of the descendants bf JOHANN JACOB BENDELE I (1800-1872) and wife
KATHRENIA BURGER (1795-1882), and their four children and spouses

Joseph Bendele (1824-1893) Jacob Bendele II (1829-1910)
Maria Brauch (1836-1928) Sybilla Haass (1836-1912)

Mary Agatha Bendele (1828-1867) Andreas Bendele (1834-1904)
Nicolaus Hoffmann (1825-1894 Francisca Scherrer (I836-I893)

pioneer Castro Colony settlers of Medina County, will be held at

City park, on the north side of Hondo, Sunday, 16 October 1983,
beginning at 11 AM. Mesquite-grilled chicken will be provided.
Please bring a salad or dessert and your own drinks.
For more information, contact:

Robert H. Bendele, Sr., President Herbert Bilhartz
29IO Wacos St. Ph.(512)684-1358 or Box 162 Ph. (512)589-2268
San Antonio TX 78238 Medina TX 78055
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Koenig Family Reunion Held Here on May 15
The children and

descendents of John
August Koenig
,'J877-1967) and Mary
Klaevemann Koenig
(1883-1976) held their an
nual spring reunion on
Saturday, May 15 at the
Fairgrounds near La
Grange.

Children of Mr. and
Mrs. John August Koenig
present were Charles C.
Koenig of Cleveland,
Texas, Helen Koenig
Niemeyer of La Grange,
John Henry Koenig of
O'Quinn, Hattie Koenig
Krischke of Schulenburg,
Willie L. Koenig of
Garland, Walter W.
Koenig of El Campo and
Myrtle Koenig Weasels of
La Grange. Two children
not able to attend were
Paul Koenig of Austin
and Sam Koenig of
Houston.

Grandchildren present
were Mabel Niemeyer
Schielack of Park,
Herbert Niemeyer of
Schulenburg, Shirley
Niemeyer Hubenak of
Magnolia, John Weldon
Koenig of Vienna, Va.,
Rodney C. Koenig of
Houston, Ronnie
Krischke of Houston, Por
tia Koenig Powell of East
Bernard and Larry
Wessels of Prairie Valley.

Great - grandchildren
attending were Erik J.
Koenig of Houston,
Heath Weasels and Par-
rish Wessels of Prairie

Valley. Additionally
spouses of descendents
were present.

The family enjoyed a
pot luck noon luncheon
after a brief prayer by the
oldest child, Charles C.
Koenig, who was born in
1903. After lunch, conver
sation, dominoes and the
German card game of
Skat was enjoyed by the
group. Later in the after
noon, the group assembl
ed to tell family stories of
farm life out on the old
Koenig farm at Black
Jack Springs between La
Grange and Flatonia. The
old farm was once owned
by San Jacinto war

veteran, William Gorham,
later by German poet,
Johannes Romberg and
his family, and then by
John August Koenig.
Currently the farm is
owned by one of the
children, John Henry
Koenig, who still farms
and ranches at Black
Jack Springs and
O'Quinn.

Brief histories of
several children were
read, continuing a prac
tice started at an earlier
reunion. Histories were

read from Robert Gerhard
(Bob) Koenig, a former
Deputy Sheriff of Fayette
County; Helen Koenig
Niemeyer, who spoke of
her days at Romberg and
Luck's schools and the
old i family horse,
"Charley"; Herman
"Sam" Koenig, who
recalled his days in the U.
S. Navy and Walter W.
Koenig, who spoke of his
Army service in Europe
in World War II, as well
as playing violin with
several bands. Karen
Koenig Day of Corpus
Christi has been editing
the histories.

Some additional history
of the ancestors of John
August Koenig had been

| obtained by Rodney
Koenig from Nieder-
sachsisches Staatsarchiv,

29 Oldenburg, Germany.
The parents of John
August Koenig were
Johann Friedrich Anton
Koenig and Dorothee
Helene (Dinklage)
Koenig. The grand
parents of John August
Koenig were Anton
Friedrich Koenig and An
na Margarete (Willers)
Koenig, as well as Her
mann Gerhard Dinklage
and Anna Catherine (Boil
ing) Dinklage. This in-
foramation came from the
Kirchenbucher (church
records) of The
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in the Oldenburg
community in North Ger
many.

The family agreed to
meet again in the fall
Saturday. September 24.

Mr, and Mrs, Koenig
Pictured are Mary Klaevemann Koenig (1883-1976)

and her husband, John August Koenig (1877-1957),
whose descendants held their annual spring reunion
here on May 15.

This article was submitted by-
Rodney C- Koenig, 6 Valley Forge,
Houston, TX 7702^.

An attorney with Fulbright & Jaworski,
Rodney has published short genealogical
booklets on the Munke and Klaevemann

family. He sends two requests!

1. He would like help in locsting
descendants of the German poet Johannes
Romberg, who lived in Fayette county
at Black jack springs. Rodney's
father and mother, Mr. & Mrs. John H.
Koenig, now own the old Johannes Rom
berg farm. According to Rodney, Mr.
Romberg was a well-known German poet
in the 1850s or 1960s.
2. He is doing further genealogical
research on the families ofi Johan
August Koenig, Thomas Henry Oeding,
Katherina Koch, Dorothee Binklage,
Hermann Christoph Klaevemann, Meta
Joost, Marie Greulich, Christian Munke,
Friedrich Albrecht, Christina Suhren,
and peter Laux. All these were settlers
of Fayette County, and all were Ev.
Lutheran, except Munke and Laux, who
were Catholic.
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SCHAWE GENEALOGY

The Schawe surname is uncommon today in the U*S* as well as in Europe* Records of
early Schawe families dftte to 1635 in the villages around Perleberg, Brandenburg Pro
vince of Prussia, now DDR, or East Germany*

Descendants of this family immigrated to Texas in the mid 1800's« The Schawe surname
is also recorded in Holland91700's« Descendants of that line immigrated to Ohio and Ken
tucky, and are named in the book, SONST UND JETZ ( THEN AND NOW) published in 1878 in
Cincinnati* No link between these families has been found, although there are Germanic
characteristics in the immigrant pioneers attesting to the Nordic origin*

The first known history of the Schawe family of Laaslich* Brandenburg*Prussia,began
in 1722, according to the pastor of the Evangelical Church District, Pfarrer Dietrich
Koch* Since these records gave the date of death and age with day, month and year,birth-
dates were simple to calculate* Pastor Koch traced the Schawe line,underlining my direct
ancestors* He also included twelve pictures that he made of the*Schawe nest9 in the small
village of Laaslich, including the present countryside with the church steeple in the dis
tance, the *Alte Schawe Hof*, or old Schawe homestead, the village with the Laaslich sign*
the interior and exterior of the ancient small rock church, built in the mid 1500*s,and
the old cemetery near the church* Pastor Koch also included a map sketch of this area*

Below is a copy of the SCHAWE GENEALOGY as received from Pfarrer Koch.

Generation I Hlnrich Schaawens born 1635, died 1723. (Spelled Schawe in later records)
Married Engel Weeding born 1649, died 1723

II Hartwig Jochen Schawe horn 2 January,1682,died 23 July,1731
Married Grete Lise Blum

III Hans Jochen Schawe born 1714/1715 (records lost WWII),died 1777
Married Anna Jap born 1730, died 1761
JOrgen Schawe born 1730, died 1761
Catharine Elisabeth Schawe born 8 September,!728
Hartwig Heinrich Schawe born 24 March,1732

IV Descendants of Hans Jochen and Anna Jap Schawe
Use Marie Schawe born 23 November,l753
Sophie Gottlieb Schawe born 19 October, 1775
Christian Schawe born 14 August,1758 and died 14 March, 1799

Married Marie Louise Jacobs, daughter of Ulrich Jacobs

V Descendants of Christian and Marie Louise Jacobs Schawe

Christoph Schawe born 13 August,!784
Friederich Schawe born 21 December,1786 (Death records lost WWII)
Christian Schawe born 11 September 1789
Anna Catharina Schawe born 3 June, 1792
Jochen Schawe born 18 July, 1795

* Heinrich Schawe born 7 September,1798

VI Descendants of Friederich Schawe and Dorothea Blum Schawe, born 4 Septem
ber,1791, daughter of Dietrich (Dirk) Blume and Sophie Neubauer Blume of
Metrich. Her paternal grandparents were Dietrich and Catharina Dorothea
Busse Blume* He was a soldier and landowner,born 1722* Four of Friederich
and Dorothea Schawe*s six children immigrated to Texas at various times*

VI-1 Catharina Dorothea Schawe born 15 March, 1814, married Joachim Friederich
Jahnke born 1805 in Gula, near Perleberg* Both died in Washington County*
This family,with six of their eight children came to Galveston in October,
1860,aboard the ship* Fortuna* The two oldest married and remained in
Prussia. Many descendants continue to live in the Washington County area.
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Generation VI-2 Joachim Friederich Schawe born 3 February,1817, In Laaslich and died 15
June,1888, in Brenham,Texas* He went to Havelberg, a nearby small city as
a youth to apprentice in the tobacco industry* His occupation at the time
of immigration was listed as 9Tobak spinner9 or cigar maker* He married
Dorothea Henriette KrQger born 7 April,1813, in Havelberg* Site was the daugh
ter of Christian David and Elisabeth Lindemann KrQger* Her grandfathers were
Joachim Friederich KrQger and Joachim Johann Lindemann*

Joachim Friederich (Fred) Schawe and Dorothea Schawe, plus their four sons and one daugh
ter,left the port of Hamburg,Germany, in August,1852, and sailed aboard the ship, Wash
ington* They embarked in Galveston and then on to Houston by boat raft to Allen*s Land
ing, now North Main Street, Houston, and settled in a community that became known as Salem,
about3% miles southwest of Brenham*

Generation VI-3 Christoph Schawe born 31 August,1819, and died in 1868, in Washington
County* He married Sophie Marie Bartels in Laaslich* She was the daughter
of Joachim Bartels of Reetz, a large land owner*

Christoph and Sophie and their nine children immigrated to Texas in 1867, and settled in
the Salem community* One daughter was born here* Two of their children, Wilhelm,born 1853
and Louise born 1856, married a son and a daughter of Christian Wiede,who immigrated
from Klockow,Prussia to Washington County, now known as Wledevllle* This family donated 7
acres of land and became charter members of the Lutheran Church organized and built about
5 miles northeast of Brenham* Three of their children moved to the gereral area of Max
well, Caldwell County* A biographical sketch of Christoph Theodor and his wife, Malinda
Hohlt, is to be found in TEXAS THE COUNTRY AND ITS MEN, by L.E.Daniels,pages 271-272*

Generation VI-4 Caroline Schawe born 6 June,1822, married and lived in Perleberg*

H VI-5 Catharina Marie Schawe born 16 March,1825, married Christoph Schmidt and
lived in Dergenthin,near Perleberg*

* VI-6 Louise Marie Schawe was born 7 March,1828,and died 21 0ctober,1883, in
Washington County* She married Johann Joachim Christoph Wernicke of Boberow,near Perel-
berg,in 1850* They had two children, who both married cousins after immigration* The son,
Friederich Wernicke married Louise Schawe, daughter of Christoph and Sophie, and Anna
married Herman Jahnke,son of Catharina and Joachim Friederich Jahnke* Following the death
of Wernicke , Louise Marie married Johann Wilhelm Gottlob MQller, born 30 August,1835,
son of Johann MQller, a bricklayer of Boberow* Two daughters were born to this union in
Prussia, and a son in Texas 1870* They Immigrated in 1869* The small community of Muellers-
ville in Washington County, was named for the son, William, who operated a general store
and post office here about six miles southest of Brenham*

* Heinrich Schawe, an uncle of J.Friederich Schawe, together with his wife,Marie Bebstock
Schawe, and their five children, immigrated to Washington County in 1847. They moved from
this area in about 1866. Henry Schawe, Jr., born 20 April,1832, and his brothers-in-law
were large land owners in Fayette and Colorado Counties* This family is featured in a bio
graphical sketch in A TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY OF SOUTHWEST TEXAS, Volume II, pages
362-363.

Fromi THE SCHAWE FAMILY IN GERMANY AND TEXAS 1635-1977, and from my files of various
sources. Elizabeth Lehmann

6>Oy Pfrlow Dr} 3rt,nkdrr\ Tex T7<P33
ft************************************

YOUR GENEALOGY EDITOR SAYS
"Keep those cards and letters coming. Itte your interest that makes

this whole thing work, and keep on working."
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THE CHRISTIAN fiBERS FAMILY

My gfreat-great-grandparents, Christian fibers (b. 2 March 1807), his wife Johanne
Ficht (b. 21 Feb 1812), children August 13, Caroline 11 (my great-grandmother),
Friedrich 8, and Christian 1, of Greene (pronounced GRAY-nuhJ, Duchy of Bruns
wick, sailed on the Neptune from Bremen and arrived at Galveston 23 Dec 1845.
The mother and two youngest children evidently did not survive the journey, and
died either at sea or on the trail to New Braunfels. Christian and the two old
er children, August and Caroline, set out with John 0. Meusebach in April 1846
to found Fredericksburg. Christian was the original owner of Town Lot 86.

Around 1852 Caroline moved to Castroville without her family, possibly to become
a teacher. She had been reared a Lutheran but became a Catholic on 15 Aug 1853*
She married Joseph Bilhartz II, a native of Soppe-le-Bas, Alsace, on 5 Jun 1856
in Castroville. Meanwhile, widower Christian fibers married the widow Christine
Koehler, a Catholic, in Fredericksburg. They had two children, Karl Theodor,
b. 25 Mar 1856, and Anna, b. 19 Dec 1859. Anna also went to Castroville, and
on 25 Aug 1873 became a nun in the Sisters of Divine Prc?vidence, taking the name
Sister Celestine. She taught in the order's schools in DfHanis, New Braunfels,
Galveston, Bernardo,. Denton, Gainesville, Frelsburg, and Cameron. £>he died at
Our Lady of the Lake Convent in San Antonio on 7 Oct 1949.

Am interested in learning about the later years of Christian, his second wife,
and his sons August (wife's name, Caroline) and Karl Theodor. I believe Christian
was still living in 1885, but no record of the death or burial of him or his fam
ily has been found in Gillespie County, so it is quite possible they moved from
there: Would also like to know more about the death of first wife Johanne Ficht.

In March of this year I visited Greene, Germany and found documents on the fibers
family and their forebears, including the surnames Brackel, Wiegnann, Droste,
Voss, and Meer.
—Herbert Bilhartz, Box 162, Medina TX 78055 Ph. (512)589-2268

EARLY TEXAS BIRTH RECORDS, 1838 - 1878
by Sumner, Jane, Gracy, Alice, Gentry,
Emma S.

Many people believe that BIRTH RECORDS in Texas were not kept
until 1903. However, the Texas Constitutional Convention of
1869 called for registration of births, deaths and marriages
in every organized county and such was set up by legislative
action in 1873 and repealed in 1876. A few counties continued
to keep birth records of which the number was 43 counties. Of
these, 25 counties had their original books. Often when regis
tering a child born during the years 1873-1878, the parents
often list all of their previous children, hence there are many
quiet early dates, as early as 1838. Counties for which birth
records are found in this volume are: ANDERSON, AUSTIN, BANDERA,
BASTROP, BELL, BEXAR, BRAZOS, BURNET, CALDWELL, CAMERON, CASS,
CHEROKEE, COLORADO, COMAL, COMANCHE, DALLAS, DeWITT, FANNIN,
FAYETTE, GILLESPIE, GREGG, GRIMES, HAYS, KAUFMAN, KENDALL,
LAMAR, LAVACA, LEE, MARION, MEDINA, MENARD, NACOGDOCHES,
NAVARRO, NUECES, RUSK, SAN SABA, SOMERVILLE, TRAVIS, VICTORIA,
WASHINGTON and WEBB.

150 pages, with full name indext Pricei $22*50, plus $2*00
postage & handling.

Write 1 Ingmire Publications, 10166 Clairmont Dr, st. Louis M0
63136
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Promi M. C Forister, 2310-A Rebel Road, Austin, TX 78704

1 need more information on my great-grandparents, Franz and Mina (REINHARDT/
REINARZ) GRAF and their relatives, who had arrived here in the United States
(name of ships are unknown) from Germany. From there, they all went to Bexar
County, Texas. I had collected this information from 1900 Census Bexar County,
Naturalization Records from Bexar County Courthouse in San Antonio and etc. If
any of you know or have some information about any of them, please wire to me.
M. C. Forister, 2310-A Rebel Road, Austin, Texas 78704.

Andreas RUDLOFF, born June 22, 1856 in Villdorf(f) (?), King of Prussia,
and his wife, Tressa (GRAF) (Franz's sister), born February 8, 1855, arrived
in Galveston, Texas on November 13, 1882. Their children were born in Bexar
County, near Cibolo. The family then moved to Cross Plains, Texas in 1906.

2 days later (or same time with Andreas) - Johan GRAF (Franz's brother?),
born 1860 in Prussia, arrived in Calveston, Texas on November 15, 1882. Johan
was living in San Angeles in 1922. He was killed by a run-away team of mule,
date and place are unknown.

6 months later - Charles RUDLOFF (Andreas' brother?), born June, 1855-57,
in Machterburg (?), Germany, with his wife, Wilhelmina, bom January, 1852,
arrived in New York, New York on May 1, 1883. Two of their four children
were born in San Antonio, Frederick, born April, 1889, and Charles, born
September 23, 1893 and died on June 28, 1942 in San Antonio at the age of 48.
Widow's name was Dena, a son was Werner and a niece was Mrs. Edgar Becker.

2 months later - Franz GRAF, born May -24, 1853 in Hannover, Prussia, with
wife, Minna (REINHARDT/REINARZ), born October 10, 1853 in Germany, with their
five children, Otto, Henry (born January 18, 1879 in Sielsdorf.(?), near Koln/
Cologne, Germany), Frank, Dora, and a three-month-old Pauline, arrived in
Baltimore, Maryland from Bremen on July 21, 1883 on the S.S. Ohio steamship.
They went by train to Bexar County, near Kirby, where thev had six more child
ren, Lizzie, Rosa (died in 1887 at the age of 8 months, and place of buried is
unknown), Metha, Alvina, Frido and Willie. Franz, Catholic - Minna, Methodist.

11 months later - William REINHART (Minna's father?), born 1817 in Magdeburg,
Prussia, with wife (name unknown), arrived in Baltimore, Maryland on June 16,
1884. (Minna's father was drowned, found in shallow water at Corpus Christi
Bay. The dates and places of Minna's parents' births and deaths are unknown).

7 years later - Jakob GRAF (Franz's brother?), born,December, 1847-49 in
Machteburg (?), Prussia, with wife, Barbara, born November, 1849 in Germany,
with their daughters, Agnes and Rosa, arrived in New York, New York on March
23, 1891.

2 years later - Herman GRAF, born February 1871 and his brother, Albert,
born August, 1872 (sons of Jakob), both born in Machteburg (?), Germany, and
singles, arrived in New York, New York on June 14, 1893.

One of the Franz's relative, had a small child, died on the ship on the way
here from Germany. The child's body had to be thrown overboard, name unknown.

Minna had one sister (name unknown), living in California.

Franz could had another sister, Anna Martha GRAF, married Arthur Hugo
SCHNEIDER. Children were Anna Martha, Richard Paul and Hugo Franz Alvin,
born April 8, 1906 in Schertz, Bexar County, Texas.
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HERBERT E. OEHLER —\23~
CHBT1FUD PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

X601 SUSAN DRIVE

KBRRVILLB. TBXJM9 7SOS8

PHONBi (518) 890-8540

May 14, 1983

I have never been particularly interested in genealogical research btit my interest in
history has led me into a project which I believe can be of benefit to genealogists.

In 1976 I was asked to prepare a list of the names and dates on all the gravestones in
two cemeteries in the community in Kerr County where I grew up. Within the last year I have
assisted in running lines and staking sections, rows and spaces in the largest of these, the
Sunset Cemetery. I have made a plat of each section which shows the location of the grave, the
name of the deceased and the year of birth and of death.

Now I hasten to admit that this is something that can be found at any coiimercially operated
cemetery. But the project on which I am now embarked goes further than this. For each person
buried there I have made a card on which the above information is included but in addition I am
securing information which will shew the name of the wife (husband) and children of the deceased
Also if I can find information as to place of birth, time of coming to Texas (if not native) and
other items about occupation, positions held or anything else of historical interest, I include
that. On more recent interments much of this can be obtained from obituary notices in the news
papers. .I plan to make this information available to the local genealogical society. Of course,
no compensation is received for this.

For your information I am enclosing a copy of one of the plats of a section of the cemetery
and copies of two of the more interesting cards.

Nelson. H. L* 1835-1922 Sample, Sccf^On H,
\s on +He, ne>d-

Section H, Row 2, Lot 6-7

Born Nov. 9, 1835, Died May 8, 1922.
Husband of Olive Nelson.
Father of Allen 3., William H., Lee Ward, Frank, Ifellie

and Rosa Nelson.

First postmaster at Mountain Home, Tfcxas. He is reputed
to have given it that name. Opposed to slavery, he spent
the Civil War years in Mexico. Served as school trustee,
road supervisor, and other public offices. Was first
Kaster Mason raised in Rising Star Lodge #h29, A. F. & A.
M*, Center Point, on Dec. U, 1875.

pa<j£t

Morriss, John George 1810-1897

Section H, Row 3, Lot 13

Born Feb. 28, 1810, Died Nov. 28, 1897
Early Texas pionder, coming to Lavaca Co. in 18U$.
Ancestor of all the Morriss family buried in Sunset Cem*
He was an interpreter for U. S. Government when over

10,000 Cherokee Indians were forcibly moved by the army
from Georgia to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in 1838* Farm
in Lavaca County was awarded him for service to Hip* of
Tex. in Indian Wars. In 18R3, at age of 73, he married
widow Mary Ann Byae. the daughter of Andrew Kent, one of
the heroes of the Alamo.
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The Sam Houston Regional Library in Liberty
ispart of a statewidesystem thatpreserves local
historicalrecords, whichare particularly useful

to persons doing genealogicalresearch.

Genealogy
Starts Here

Located near the Trinity River in a
wooded area in the southeast Texas town

of Liberty is the Sam Houston Regional
Library and Research Center. This is the
area where Texas refugees oncie fled from
the Mexican army in the Runaway Scrape
before Sam Houston led the Texas forces
to victory at San Jacinto.

The handsome, columned library has
many artifacts that relate to Houston
himself, but its real emphasis is on the
citizens of Texas history.

The library is part of a recent statewide
Texas system of 24 Regional Historical
Resource Depositories that serve as
"safety deposit boxes" to protect and
make available to the public historically
valuable records of local government of
fices. The depositories keep documents
that range from records of marriages and
probates to tax rolls and even scholastic
records from schools. Most date from the

19th century.
According to Marilyn von Kohl, direc

tor of the Local Records Department of
the Texas State Archives, the regional
depositories have been particularly use
ful to persons doing genealogical re
search. "Most of our researchers are
citizens doing research on their fami
lies," she says.

The regional depositories, on the aver
age, serve a region of about 10 counties
each. Most documents can be transferred

between depositories for genealogical re
search use at no charge. The majority of

these depositories are located on univer
sity campuses and in designated areas of
existing city libraries.

In Liberty, the SamHoustonRegional
Library and Research Center is the only
depository in the system that has its own
individual building. Because Liberty has
the most extensive collection of private
papers of individuals, organizations, and
businesses in the depository network, it
has been a visitor attraction as well as a
center for research.

One of the prize documents there in
cludes pages from an 1826 census from
the Liberty area, which was one of the
first censuses ever taken in Texas. The
census, which is kept on permanent dis
play, is also unusual because it includes
the maiden names of wives and the place
of residence before Texas for the 407
settlers listed on it.

Another exhibit is a 258-page journal
of pirate Jean Laffite, opened to pages
that list some of his officers and vessels.
The library also has large Texana collec
tions assembled by former Texas Gover
nor Price Daniel, Sr., a lifelong bibli
ophile, and his wife, Jean. Daniel do
nated the 110-acre site for the facility.

Among items related to Sam Houston,
the library exhibits the bed that he slept
in at Grace's Plantation en route to the
Battle of San Jacinto. Houston later had
it duplicated for the governor's mansion.
There is also Houston's desk that he pre
sented to the physician who treated him
after he was wounded in the Battle of
San Jacinto.

The library is 3 miles north of Liberty
via State 146 and Farm Road 1011. Hours
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur
day. For more information, telephone
(713) 336-7097.

Other Regional Historical
Resource Depositories

The other depositories are located at
Paris Junior College, Paris; Angelo State

Itemsof early Texas areincludedin thelibrary's
collection. The handgun comes from the period
in the early 1800's whenJean Laffitehad a
stronghold in Galveston.

-/fr-

TheSam HoustonRegionalLibrary, a visitor
attractionas well as a centerofresearch,has
a large collection ofhistoricalmaterial
relatingto Sam Houston.

University, San Angelo; Austin Public
Library; Baylor University, Waco; Dallas
Public Library; East Texas State Univer
sity, Commerce; Houston Public Library;
Midwestern University, Wichita Falls;
North Texas State University, Denton;
Pan American University, Edinburg;
Sam Houston State University, Hunts-
ville; Sherman Public Library; Stephen F.
Austin State University, Nacogdoches;
Tarleton State University, Stephenville;
Texas A&I University, Kingsville; Texas
A&M University, College Station; Texas
Christian University, Fort Worth; Texas
Tech University, Lubbock; University of
Texas at Dallas, Richardson; University
of Texas at El Paso; University of Texas
at Permian Basin, Odessa; Victoria Col
lege; and West Texas State Universi
ty, Canyon.

For more information on the Regional
Historical Resource Depository system,
write Local Records Department, Texas
State Archives, Box 12927, Capitol Sta
tion, Austin, Texas 78711; or telephone
(512) 475-2449.
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INFORMATION ON ARCHIVES IN GERMANY

PERSONENSTANDSARCHXV fuer NORDRHEIN
WESTFALEN in Detmold.
D-493 Detmold, Wllll-Hofmann Str.

This archive holds church book *•"-
cates froa 1815 to 187*. Coplos of Civil
Scordsfro* 1808 to 181*. Duplicates of
Standesaats (Civil Offlca) registers for
thodlstrlots of ARNSBBRO, DETMOLD and
MONSTER froa 187* to 1938.

The aaln reading room hours are:
Mbnday-Prlday 8:30 aa to 4:30 pa.

There Is a saall fee for tht «•• •* £•
archive. HO copies can bo made on Xerox
machines In the reading roo* but ordors
for copies can bo placed and they are pro
cessed speedily.

LUDWIGSBURG STAATSARCHIV
PAR UBKTTEHBfcKg
Schloss
D 7140 Ludwigsburg
W. Germany

This archive 1s located 1n the Ludwigs
burg Residential Palace within the beau
tiful baroque gardens.
Through a merger of the three district
archives Mergenthe1mfEllwangen and He1l-
bronn the State Archive Ludwigsburg came
Into existence in 1868.
Up to 1969 it served solely as subsidiary
of the Main State Archive Stuttgart. Now
it holds all UQrttemberg records of the
19th and 20th century while the "Old-Wflrtt-
emberg "records. I.e. those from the former
"Grafschaft (County) Wurttemberg", thereaf
ter "Herzogtum (Dukedom) Wflrttemberg" are
housed in the Main State Archive Stuttgart.

The present State being BADEN-WBRTTEMBER6
it 1s Important to know that all records
of Baden are in the Generallandesarchlv
Karlsruhe. Also: there 1s the Hohenzollern
Archive at Sigmaringen for the former
"FOrstentumer (Principalities) Hohenzollern-
S1gmar1ngen and Hohenzollern-Hechlngen, "now
parts of the State Baden-Wflrttemberg.

In Ludwigsburg we find the records of the
64 "Obergmter" from 1806 - 1938, Oberamt
(plural :Obera"mter) being the historical
designation of an area that now 1s covering
a county.
On every one of these MObera,mter", a des
criptive book was published, the so-called
"Oberamtsbeschreibungen", These have been
out of print for a long time and can only
be found with great luck in antiquarian
bookshops.
The record files for these "Oberamter" are
all made up the same way: 20 sections of
which the numbers IX and XV are the most
important ones for the researcher. The
heading for section IX 1s "Staatsburger-
recht"; this section contains the admini
strative files on the citizens of the
region (Nobility, Commoners, Jews, Fo
reigners etc.). Under this number, you'll
find the files on "Auswanderungen" (em-
gration).

-/&-

Nr. XV 1s headed nPol1ze1sachentt(Pol1ce
Matters). Among 10 other Items, It
contains the section "Passwesen" (pass
port matters). This 1s where we found
safe-conduct-papers and passports for
many emigrants to the US. All these
records cover the period 1806-1880
(some up to 1890). More on these
will also come from us 1n the future.

The books on the shelves of the reading
room (open to the public from 8:30 am
to 5 pm Monday through Friday) are of
such great Interest that we'll have to
devote a much more detailed report on
them in the future too.

the personnel Is y/try congenial and help
ful. NO fee 1s collected for the use of
the reading room; but the copies process
ed by the copy service upon your orders
are expensive: DM1.00 per piece.

All the civil records and emigration re
cords contained in this Palace Archive
haven been filmed by the LOS Genealogical
Library.
If you want to go to the Residential Palace
Archive of Ludwigsburg, there 1s an effici
ent bus service that deposits you right at
the big royal front gate.

BADISCHES GENERALLANOESARCHIV

NOrdllche Hlldapromenade 5
0 75 Karlsruhe, M. Germany

/This Is the archive for the former Dukedom of
Baden, now part of the State Baden-Wflrttemberg.
There are six historical divisions In the holdings
of this archive:

1) The Old-Baden Archive
The Baden-Baden Archive
The Baden-Durlach Archive

4) The combined Margrave Archive with the
Archive Rules of 1801
The Generallandesarchlv and the Branch
Archives ( with records from 1803-1872)
The Generallandesarchlv as main State
Archive for Baden (records since 1872)

For the genealogist the following holdings are of
great Importance:

Copies of all the lutheran church books
for Baden from 1810 to 1872.

Mr. Oberth Is heading this section. He said that
he worked with another person for five years on the
Indexing of this material.
They will reply to requests and send documented
copies of church book entries for a fixed fee.
80 % of their Incoming requests are from the US.
No research requests on other archive holdings are
accepted.
The use of the archive material 1s only possible
after written permission of the Director.
Applications are available from the clerk In the
reading room. It opens at 8:30 am and material
should be ordered beforehand. Orders received before
12 noon, will be available for use In the afternoon.
Orders taken In the afternoon, will be available
for use next morning.
There are no copy machines In the reading room, but
orders for copies from archive material are accepted
and speedily processed.
There 1s no fee for the use of the archive.
Ihe Baden emigration records have been filmed by the
LDS Church Genealogical Library and are available
through the local branch libraries.

5)

6)
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INFORMATION ON ARCHIVES IN GERMANY (continued) ~l*9-

NDRDRHEIN WESTFAELISCHES HAUPTSTAATSARCHIV

D-4 Duesseldorf 30, Nauerstrasse 55

A modern new building In a pleasant quiet street.
The reading room Is well equipped with reference
books and there are enough librarians to help
with the research.

The holdings are enormous: 53 km of shelves with
Individual files and bound volumes of documents,
69500 handwritten documents on pigskin (Perga-
ment), 80 000 manuscript cards, 7500 historical
maps, 600 reels of films on historical data,
150 000 old photos and .numerous taped documents.

There are four main divisions:
Division I) "The Old Archive for the District
Nordrhein" (up to 1815): contains the territor
ial archives, the feudal archives and the arch
ives of the convents and cloisters. Also all
files from the French occupation. This Is the
most Important part for the genealogist. It also
holds many Family Archives with complete Family
Trees and ancestral charts.

Division II) "Administrative Archive for the
District Nordrhein" responsible for all the mat
erial from the formerly Prussian, then Nordrheln-
Westfaellschen Offices from 1815 to the present.
I.e. all court records are Included In this div
ision.

Division III) "Administrative Archive for the
present State of Kcrdrheln-Westfalen", the arch
ive for the government and all other official
offices of the State.

Division IV) "Archive for other than Official
Documents, also documents on the National Soc
ialists". This division contains everything on
the history of the now State Nordrhein-Westfalen.

Ihe hours are 8 am to 6 pm, and no fees are col
lected. NO copy machine Is available,however,
orders for copies are sent by mall in an amaz
ingly short time. Price per copy 1s DM 0,80

These items are from the
Immigrant Library Newsletter,
50^3 Lankershin Blvd, No. Holly
wood CA 91601. Membership/Sub
scription is $10.00 per year. An
other $5.00 puts you in the
German interest group.

BISTUMSARCHIV MONSTER

D-44 Mttnster,Georgskoinmende 19

The church books of the Diocese of
Mttnster are deposited in this archive.
A card index,for the church books of
the city of Mflnster, is made avail
able to the researcher. You are not
allowed to search the church books
themselves1!

This extensive index is in the main
reading room and every card contains
the name of the person, the date of
the event &nd the location of the event.
Up to 20 seats are available for re
searchers with one librarian to at
tend to everyonefs needs. This same
person has to respond to all the writ-
ben requests that come into the arch
ive. Now you know why you might have
:o wait awhile for a response to your
Letter,

lours for the main reading room are:
Mon.-Fri. 9am to 1 pm

To fee is charged for use of this arch-
.ve at this time. There is NO copy
lachine available.

NIEDERSACHSISCHES STAATSARCHIV

WOLFENBUTTEL, D-3340 Wolfenbuttel,
Forstweg 2, West Germany

This archive has the church books of Landeskirche

Braunschweig (ev. luth.) from the late 1600's to
1815. All of the books are available for research

by the public and there is a copy machine available.
You may make copies of any entries in the church
books as well as copying their abundant manuscript
material on that part of Germany. The main reading
room is a pleasant room overlooking an Interior gar
den and can sit about 20 or 25 persons.

The hours for research are 8:30—4:30 pm Monday
through Friday. There is a usage fee of DM 3.00
per day. If you intend to return the next day and con
tinue research on the same books they will allow you
to leave them on the table.

*********** * ♦ *****************

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR RESERVATIONS YET??
Of course you're coming to Galveston. Be sure to attend
the Genealogy workshop on Saturday, September 10, at the
Rosenberg Library. This is one program you won't want
to miss!
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THE SOUNDEX SYSTEM

The SOUNDEX code is a very valuable aid in finding a name
in the Federal Census* Below is an explanation of how the
SOUNDEX code works and an index to the SOUNDEX code for
the 1880 Federal Census of Texas.

Guide to the Soundex System
The Soundex filing system, alphabetic for the first letter of

surname and numeric thereunder as indicated by divider cards,
keeps together names of the same and similar-sounds but
of variant spellings.

To search for a particular name, you must first work out
the code number for the surname, of the individual. No
number is asigned to the first letter of the surname. If the
name is Kuhne, for example, the index card will be in the
"K" segment of the index. The code, number for Kuhne,
worked out according to the system below, is 500.

Soundex Coding' Guide
Code Key Letters and Equivalents

1 b, p, f, v
2 c, s, k, g, j, q, x, z
3 d,t
4 1

6 ' m, n

6 r

Buerck, coded as BG20; Lloyd, coded as L300; and
Schaefer, coded as SI60.

If several surnames have the same code, the cards for them
are arranged alphabetically by given name. There are divider
cards showing most code numbers, but not all. For instance,
one divider may be numbered 350 and the next one 400.
Between the two divider cards there may be names coded
353, 350, 360, 364, 365, and 355, but instead of being in
numerical order they are inter-filed alphabetically by given
name.

Such prefixes to surnames as "van," "Von," "Di," "de,"
"le," Di," "D»," "dela," or "du" are sometimes disregarded in
alphabetizing and in coding.

The following names are examples of Soundex coding and
are given only as illustrations.

The letters a, e, i, o, u, y, w, and h are not coded.
The first letter of a surname is not coded.

Every Soundex number must be a 3-digit number. A
name yielding no code numbers, as Lee, would thus
be L 000; one yielding only on code number would
have two zeros added, as Kuhne, coded as K 500;
and one yielding two code numbers would have
one zero added, as Ebell, coded as E 140. Not
more than three digits are used, so Ebelson would
be coded as E 142, not E 1425.

When two key letters or equivalents appear together,
or one key letter immediately follows or precedes
an equivalent, the two are coded as one letter, by
a single number, as follows: Kelly, coded as K400;

Name

Allricht .
Eberhard

Engebrethson
Heimbach

Hanselmann

Henzelmann

Hildebrand

Kavanagh
Lind, Van
Lukaschowsky
McDonnell

McGee

O'Brien

Opnian
Oppenheimer
Riedemanas

Zita

Zitzmeinn

Letters Coded Code No.

1, r, c
b, r, r
n,g,b
m, b,c
n,s,l

n,z, 1
l,d,b
v,n, g

n,d
k, s, s
c, d, n
C'

b,r,n
p, n, n

P» n, m

d,m, n
t

t, z, m

A 462

E 166

E 521

H 512

H 524

H 524

H 431

K 152

L 530

L 222

M 235

M 200

O 165

O 155

O 155

R 355

Z 800

Z 325

1880 SOUNDEX INDEX

The card index to the 1880 census schedules has been reproduced by the National Archives as a separate microfilm publi
cation for each State or Territory. The index, however, is not to every name in the census schedules, but only to those en
tries for households in which there was a child, or children, aged 10 or under. The cards give the names, ages, and birth
places of all members of such households; and there is a separate cross-reference card for each child aged 10 or under
whose surname is different from that of the head of the household in which he is listed. The letter at the beginning of the
Soundex code is the first initial of the last name of the head of the household, the number a phonetic code for the name,
and the letter in () is the first initial of the first name of the head of the household. *

Texas. T773.
1. A-000 thru A-416
2. A-420 thru A-536 (R)
3. A-536 (S) thru B-226
4. B-230 thru B-336
5. B-340 thru B-425
6. B-426 thru B-525
7. B-526 thru B-620 (Q)
8. B-620 (R) thru B-635 (F)
9. B-635 (G) thru B-650 (V)

10. B-650 (W) thru C-136
11. C-140 thru C-236
12. C-240 thru C-436
13. C-440 thru C-500 (G)
14. C-500 (H) thru C-600 (L)
15. C-600 (M) thru C-631
16. C-632 thru D-116
17. D-120 thru D-166
18. D-200 thru D-450
19. D-451 thru D-566
20. D-600 thru E-336
21. E-340 thru E-663
22. F-000 thru F-454
23. F-455 thru F-631

24. F-632 thru G-246
25. G-250 thru G-456 47.
26. G-460 thru G-620 (B) 48-
27. G-620 (C) thru G-650 (L) 49-
28. G-650 (M) thru H-200 (I) 59*
29. Hr200 (J) thru H-300 (F) gj.
30. H-300 (G) thru H-400 (L) 52-
31. H-400 (M) thru H-513 53.
32. H-514 thru H-543 54.
33. H-545 thru H-625 55.
34. H-626 thru 1-136 56.
35. 1-140 thru J-446 57.
36. J-450 thru J-523 &8.
37. J-524 thru J-525 (W) &&•
38. J-525 (W) thru K-450 60.
39. K-451 thru K-623 61.
40. K-624 thru L-200 (J) $2.
41. L-200 (J) thru L-365 $3.
42. L-400 thru L-565 64.
43. L-563 thru M-211 65.
44. M-212 thru M-245 (Q) 66.
45. M-245 (R) thru M-260
46. M-261 thru M-420 (I)

M-420 (J) thru M-520 67.
M-521 thru M-60C 68.
M-610 thru M-635 (I) 69.
M-635 (J) thru N-366 70.
N-400 thru 0-416 71.
O-420 thru P-346 72.
P-350 thru P-456 73.
P-460 thru P-622 74.
P-623 thru R-000 (D)
R-000 (E) thru R-163 (S) 75.
R-163 (T) thru R-240 76.
R-241 thru R-326 77.
R-330 thru R-533
R-534 thru S-162 (I)
S-162 (J) thru S-315 (L)
S-315 (M) thru S-362 (L)
S-362 (M) thru S-434
S-435 thru S-530 (B)
S-530 (C) thru S-530
S-531 thru S-626

S-630 thru T-456
T-460 thru T-520 (J)
T-520 (J) thru T-653
T-654 thru W-000
W-100 thru W-300 (F) .
W-300 (G) thru W-340
W-341 thru W-420
W-421 thru W-452 (A)

W-452 (B) thru W-452 (V)
W-452 (W) thru W-636
W-640 thru Institutions
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CENSUS MICROFILM RENTAL PROGRAM
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

APRIL, 1983

PLACING AN ORDER

A person wishing to rent census microfilm places an order through a local library or participating genealogical/historical association.
These orders are consolidated at the library or participatingassociationand mailed to the following address:

Census Microfilm Rental Program
P.O. Box 2940
Hyattsville, Maryland 20784

The film is then delivered to the library or association where it canbe viewed by the patron. The film must be returned by the library
or association that rented it, not by the individualuser.

COST OF RENTAL

The basic seven-day usage rental for both the 35mm and 16mm film (schedules and Soundex) is $2.25. Overduecharges of $225 are
assessedif the film is returned more than two days after the designated return date which will appearon order conflmations or packing

LOST OR DAMAGED FILM

When film is lost or damaged beyond use (through negligence), the participating institution will be chargeda $12.00 replacement fee.
It is the institutions responsibility to collect this fee from the patron.

PAYMENT METHODS

The participating institution receives payments from the individual patron and may charge an additional fee to cover handlingand
return postage. Qualified institutions may utilize deposit accounts, prepayment, or accounts receivable payment methods for the
service. A $.05 per roll discount is available .to all users who establish and maintain funds in a deposit account. Unless a deposit
account has been established, prepayment must accompany any order for two rolls or less.

RETURN OF FILM

Individual patrons are expected to use the film at the participating institutions. Rental film is not designedto "circulate" outside the
institution. The library or association is expected to return the film in a timely fashion, using United States Postal Service(libraries
may use library rates).

LENGTH OF USE OF FILM

The user may rent the film for a one-week period (7 day) usage. Because the film is now "rented" for specific periods, it must be
stressed that timely customer return of the film is essential to the smooth operation of the programas well as the libraries9 and asso
ciations' ability to utilize the program. Inordinate or frequent delays in return of film may cause users to be dropped from the
program.

NOTICE OF FILM AVAILABILITY

Customers may order film to be delivered on a specific date or they may request film to be shipped "as soon as possible". In either
event, if the film cannot be shipped within ten days of the receipt of the order, or by the date requested, a written confirmation
will be sent to the participating institution notifying them of the expected arrival date of the film. Adherence to the return date is
crucial to the success of the program and all participating institutions are expected to comply with these dates to the maximum

WAITING PERIOD

The rental program is designed for prompt shipment when the film is available and systematic scheduling when multiple orders ac
cumulate, with no customer having to wait more than 60 days.

CENSUS MATERIALS AVAILABILITY

At the present time, the 1790 to 1900 census schedules and Soundex are available. Later this year, the schedulesand Soundex for
the 1910 census will be available.

CATALOG AVAILABILITY

Participating institutions may ordercatalogs for a fee of $5.00. Order books arealsoavailable for $250 perbook.

FILM RESEARCH

Census research on behalf of the libraries or associations is not available throughthis program. All research must be performed after
the film is rented and delivered to the library or association.
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ATLAS FOR GERMANIC GENEALOGY (1982)

by Ernest Thode

This atlas is a collection of maps of German-speaking Europe chosen for
particular applicability to Germanic genealogy. In addition to maps of
each of the provinces of the German Empire showing the capital cities of
each governmental district (Oberamt. Bezirk. Amt. etc.), the "county seats,"
so to speak, 1n two languages where applicable, other maps show an overview
of Europe; an overview of the Deutsches Reich (German Empire); locations of
German settlements 1n Central Europe; areas from which the greatest emigra
tion took place; ports from which emigrants left; locations of German
archives; locations of feminine given names, masculine given names, surname
and locality-name suffixes, etc., characteristic of a particular region;
rivers, forests, and mountains; major postal code areas; religious distri
bution; etc. Maps of Switzerland, Austria, and Transylvanian Saxony
(Slebenbuerqen) are also included.

If the place of origin 1s known, these maps may help put the area in
perspective. (What regional archives might have jurisdiction? What may
have been possible ports of departure?)

If the place of origin 1s not known, these maps may provide clues to a
possible general area of origin. If your ancestors were named Melchlor
EGLE and Roslne DETTWILER, for Instance, the maps on pages 8, 9, and 11
will all point to Switzerland, based on the given names and the surname
suffixes.

An atlas this size cannot show every small village and does not attempt to
do so. If the name of the village of origin Is shown, detailed maps of
German-speaking Europe are available from the author. Please state the
place(s) of interest and enclose a self-addressed, stamped long business
envelope with your inquiry.

Pages: 111 +61.

Size: 8*5 x 11 inches.

Price: $7.50 plus .75 postage and handling ($8.25). Ohioans add .42 sales
tax, for a total of $8.69 in Ohio.

Libraries: $6.75 plus .75 postage and handling ($7.50). Ohio libraries
please submit statement of tax-exempt status, otherwise add .38 tax.

Dealers apply for quantity discounts, lots of 10 or more.

Order from: Thode Translations
RR 7, Box 306 ATFL, Kern Road
Marietta, OH 45750
USA
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Headright grants approved by the Traveling Board of Land Commissioners• These

grants were proved valid claims awarding land to settlers who arrived in Texas

prior to 181+0. Each volume contains the names of the claimant, amount of

land granted, and class of Headright. An introduction explains the establish

ment of the General Land Office and the types of headright grants, and who was

eligible to receive one*

VOLUME I contains records from the following counties: AUSTIN, BASTROP,
BEXAR, BRAZORIA, COLORADO, FANNIN, FAYETTE, FORT BEND, GALVESTON, GOLIAD,
GONZALES, HARRIS, HARRISON, HOUSTON, JACKSON and JASPER.

VOLUME II contains records from the following counties: JEFFERSON, LIBERTY,
MATAGORDA, MILAM, MONTGOMERY, NACOGDOCHES, RED RIVER, REFUGIO, ROBERTSON,SABINE,
SAN AUGUSTINE, SHELBY, VICTORIA, WASHINGTON.

These books are approximately 275 pages in length,. off-set printing,

surtiame index, soft cover. Cost is $19.50 + $2.00 postage & handling for

EACH volume. This is a limited edition, so reserve your copy today.

Ingmire Publications
10166 Claiimont Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63136

PLEASE SEND ME COPY (COPIES) OF VOLUME I @|21.50 per volume

PLEASE SEND ME COPY (COPIES) OF VOLUME II @ $21.50 per volume

NAME_

ADDRESS' ___
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Keynote address:

German settlers built St. Joseph's
By William V. Dielmann

(The following is • talk given by William V.
Dielmann, Jr. to the Texas Catholic Conference
on Ethnic Community Affairs. This year 1983
marks the Tricentennial of German immigrants to
Ihe North American colonies.)

My grandparents immigrated to the
United States of America from Germany
in the early eighteen seventies -- right
after the Franco-Prussian War. My
paternal grandfather was a stone-mason
by trade. His knowledge of the building
trade prompted him to establish a con
struction and builders supply business.
This initial venture proved eminently
successful attested to by the numerous
structures built by his firm not only in
San Antonio but in various parts of
Texas.

My maternal grandfather was a well-
to-do grocer. In the substantial brick
building which housed his grocery
business, and separated only by a sturdy
brick wall he also maintained a bar, with
space reserved for family gatherings. It
is recorded that some of his very best
customers were citizens in the neighbor
hood of Irish extraction.

Bi-lingual education

The good fortune which attended my
immigrant forebears in the landthey had
chosen to spend the rest of their lives,
wasdue in large measureto their integri
ty, honesty, decency, hard work and in
dependence. The entire family par
ticipated in striving for the goals set by
the parents, namely a safe, secure,
serene, and satisfying home lifein which
the social graces were not neglected and
to give further meaning to the famed
German "gemuethlichkeit." In the
course of years the materialassets of the
families were considerably enhanced,
the families became well-known and
respected in the civil community, and
true to their Faith, they became
generous supporters of their Church. Of
prime importance to the parents was
their determination to provide their
children with a good, solid education
-and at that time, the members of the
first generation born in America, were
privileged to be taught in both the
English and German languages.

My forebears ALL were members of
St. Joseph's Parish.

As a rule, when the German im
migrants - of whatever religious persua
sion - settled in their new home, their
first major project was the erection of a
church in which they could express their
gratitude to God for His unusual
beneficence, and to acknowledge their
dependence on Him for their future
well-being.

Parochial School

Their next important undertaking was
the establishment of a school - a
parochial school - for the education of
their children. St. Joseph's Academy,
established, owned, operated and staff
ed by the Sisters of Divine Providence,
provided the parochial school for St.
Joseph's Parish. It was an elementary
school for boys in the lower grades -and
girls, with additional years' schooling
reserved for young ladies who wished to
continue their education. It was pro
bably the first parochial school of many
established throughout the State by that
religious Order. Most of the immigrant
nuns were natives of the former French
provinces of Alsace and Loraine. After
the Franco-Prussian War, the two pro
vinces were ceded by France and again
annexed by Germany, the official
language was once again German, and it
was mandatory that the inhabitants
become familiar with that language.
When the nuns came to this country,
teaching in German as well as in English
was no problem. In the earliest part of
the 20th century, the Parish established
a separate elementary school for boys,
called St. Joseph's College, staffed by
lay teachers. This school had a useful
life of nearly 40 years. It is surprising the
number of children of prominent
families not of the Catholic Faith, who
attended highly regarded, history-laden
St. Joseph's Academy - one of the
premier intermediate schools of the
time.

Father Pefferkorn

In every reference to the history of the
German Catholics in San Antonio and
even in Southwest Texas, St. Joseph's
Church in downtown San Antonio is
brought into the picture. The corner
stone of St. Joseph's Church - the Ger-

man Church ~ is dated May 6,1868. The
church was built by pioneer Catholics of
German extraction. A good many years
passed before the church was finally
completed evolving as one of the finest
examples of-Gothic arthitecture in this
state.

Two of the earliest pastors were
Father Henry Pefferkorn and Father
William A. Fuhrwerk - both of whom

left Germany - the land of their birth
-to come to this country to keep alive
the Faith which, in numerous instances,
had been neglected because of a lack of
priests —and also to assume pastorates
in a sparsely populated land.

Liederkranz

Father Pefferkorn was the artist priest
of St. Joseph's. He is responsible
for the paintings above what were the
two side-altars, and otherwise embellish
ed the interior of the church. We make

known with a great deal of pride and
satisfaction, that he founded the San
Antonio Liederkranz in 1892 orginally
as a choir for his church — and the fact

that the Liederkranz was founded wisely
and well is supported by the fact that it is
still robust and hearty today after 90
years existence, still sings in St. Joseph's
on special feast days and designated
Sundays, and continues to enjoy many
public successes.

Father William A. Fuhrwerk was the

priest who was a superb organizer and
administrator — societies of men, ladies
and youth were founded during his
tenure —St. Joseph's Society founded in
1885 was revitalized, St. Elizabeth's
Society founded in 1914 both still func
tioning today —and numerous auxiliary
societies each created for the carrying
out of a specific purpose. The parochial
schools were flourishing, and whatever
goal was set by the pastor was attained

William V. Dielmann, Jr. and Theresa
Gold, TCCECA executive secretary.
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by the parishioners in a united and en
thusiastic effort. Those who are familiar
with the history of the era will
acknowledge without fear of contradic
tion that Father Fuhrwerk's tenure as
pastor was truly the Golden Age of St.
Joseph's Parish. At the same time, we
pay tribute to the extraordinary con
tributions made by Father Peter J.
Schnetzer during his 39 years as pastor,
to Father Paul J. Ehlinger and to Father
John Wagner. Father Emil Wesselsky
was administrator of St. Joseph's during
its Centennial Year 1968.

St. Joseph's Parish directly and in
directly was the source of statewide Ger
man Catholic Organizations. I refer to
the Catholic State League, the Texas
branch of the National Catholic
Women's Union, and the Catholic Life
Insurance Union. The nuclei of these
groups were the men and women
parishioners of St. Joseph's - and their
continuing functioning in their for
mative years depended upon the interest
and loyalty of these parishioners. St.
Joseph's Parish and its societies were
hosts to many conventions of these
groups, and for the sixth time next
August will be the host of the National
Convention of the Catholic Central
Verein of America - a society active in
Catholic affairs since 1855.

German Settlers (continued
The innate love of the German for

GOOD music is part of his heritage.
After all he can draw from a world
renowned deposit of folk and classical
gems. Again, through the medium of the
Liederkranz, the men of St. Joseph's
supported and fostered the creation of
sectional and statewide singing groups
called "Saengerbunds" originating a
hundred years ago and still active.
Reference is made to the Gebirgs
Saengerbund and the Texas State
Saengerbund. Periodic and regular
group concerts called "Saengerfests"
are presented featuring German folk
songs and excerpts from the classics
written by world famous German com
posers.

The smyphony orchestras and visiting
opera companies of other years were
strongly supported by the German ele
ment of our city. The old Beethoven
Hall - the German Hall - then the pro
perty of the Beethoven Maennerchor
was the site at which these musical treats
were staged. It was the only gathering
place in the city large enough to ac
commodate such massive musical pro
ductions.

In decades past many commerical
establishments bearing German names
lined Commerce and Houston streets

~/33-

—the city's two principal thoroughfares.
There were many professional people
who bore witness to their German

ancestry. On occasion, years ago, one
would encounter at the entrance to the

office of a doctor or a lawyer, the sign:
"Wir sprechen deutsch" or Hier wird
Deutsch gesprochen." That sign, of
course, vanished a long time ago.

Possibly no ethnic group has become
assimilated into American life as

painlessly as has the German - without
however sacrificing the universally
acknowledged outstanding traits of the
sturdy German character - among them
the unqualified loyalty and allegiance to
the authority of their adopted country,
and despite some unpleasantness - real
or imagined —quickly classed as irrele
vant brought on by two World Wars.
We still retain a goodly share of our
customs and traditions, and we are the
bearers of a proud heritage. By
acknowledging and our faithfulness to
our heritage, we honor our ancestors
—and that is exactly as it should be.

The dominance of the German ele

ment in San Antonio —as is generally ac
cepted - in the 1880's and 1890's - in all
probability (and in my opinion) laid the
groundwork for San Antonio's first
giant stride into the 20th century.
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Saterlandisch: Die isolierte Sprache
Vortrag von Professor Dr. Marron C. Fort aus Durban (USA)

Oldenburg. Was wurde die
Offentlichkeit sagen, wenn sich
ein Lehrender der Oldenburger
Universitat mit einer-Sprache
befassen wurde, die nur in drei
Dorfern gebrauchlich ist?
Wahrscheinlich das, was in be-
zug auf Angelegenheiten eben
dieser Hochschule immer erst
einmal gesagt wird: „Da sieht
man's mal wieder!""
%Professor Raapke, Vizeprasi-
dent der Universitat, mochte
sich diese Spitze nicht versa-
gen, als er am Donnerstagabend

\eine weitere Veranstaltung von
Universitat und Universitatsge-
sellschaft ankundigte. Es ging
tatsachlich um eine „Drei-D6r-
fer-Sprache": die Sprache der
Saterfriesen; der Referent aller-
dings kam nicht aus Oldenburg,
sondern von der Universitat
von New Hampshire in Durban
(USA).

Tatsachlich ist Professor Dr.
Marron C. Fort der einzige Spe-
zialist auf dem Gebiet dieser

! Sprache, die sich aus friesi-
schen Urspriingen entwickelte
und in fast totaler Isolation un-
verandert bis heute iiberdauer-
te. Saterfriesisch (oder Saterlan-
disch) wird in den zu Cloppen-
burg gehorenden Dorfern

Scharrel, Ramsloh und Utende
gesprochen; allerdings hat jeder
Ort wiederum seinen eigenen
„Sub-Dialekt" (Ahnliches ist
auch im Rheiderland zu.be-
obachten). . .

" Fort referierte zunachst iiber
die Geschichte der Besiedlung
des Saterlandes. Etwa seit dem
12. Jahrhundert wanderten
Friesen in die sturmflutsiche-
ren, hohergelegenen Gebiete
aus. Drei verriichtende Sturm-
fluten, die im 13. und 14. Jahr
hundert ganze Kiistenstriche
entvolkerten, brachten ver-
starkt Siedler ins Saterland. Es
entwickelte sich bald eine enge
Zusammenarbeit mit dem Han-
delsplatz Friesoythe (damals
Hansestadt!); bezeichnend je-
doch war, dai3 auch in der Ko-
operation die Saterlander stets
fur sich blieben. Weder Fiih-
rungs- noch Arbeitskrafte ka-
men von auswarts; abgeseheri
vom Torf- und Steinhandel
blieb man in der Isolation. Ver-
starkend kam hinzu, daB die Sa
terlander von der Abstammung
her zu den Friesen, vom Glau-
ben her zum EinfluBbereich des
katholischen Munsters gehor-
ten; die Autonomie war quasi
vorgezeichnet.

. Eine Landeshoheit wurde im
Saterland nie anerkannt; man
erklarte sich frei von alien Dien-
sten und Abgaben, beanspruch-
te eigene Gerichtsbarkeit, Weid-
und Brenn- sowie Braurecht

Seit dem letzten Jahrhundert
beginnt sich auch .die For-
schung fur diesen im Wortsinne
eigenartigen Landstrich zu in-
teressieren. Der erste Forscher
hatte noch eine.rdmische Kolo-
nie vermutet und das Land als
„den Steppen Sibiriens aMinlich
und fur Menschen ganzlich un-
geeignet" bezeichnet; hier sei
„die Schopfung noch unvollen-
det". Doch schon 1836 lieferten
die Niederlander Hetema und
Postemos einen ersten wissen-
schaftlichen Forschungsbericht
uber saterlandische Kultur ab.
Dieser Bericht wurde von der
Obrigkeit ignoriert, da seine
Verfasser nicht nur glanzende
Wissenschaftler, sondern auch
Republikaner waren...

1846 folgte J. F. Minsens erste
sprachwissenschaftliche Unter-
suchung. Um die Jahrhundert-
wende schrieben Dr. J. Brdring
und andere volkskundliche Be-
richte, veroffentlichten Be-
schreibungen der saterlandi-
schen Sitten und Gebrauche,

Sammlungen von Geschlchten
Sagen u.v.a.m. Nachrdem zwei
ten Weltkrieg schrieb Hans Mat
tuschak seine Promotion ube>
die Sprache der Saterfriesen.
Marron C. Fort schlieftlich pu
blizierte 1981 das erste vollstan
dige Worterbuch des Saterlfin-
dischen.

Es fallt immer wieder die
Ahnlichkeit des Saterlandi-
schen mit dem Englischen auf;
tatsachlich hat im Mittelalter
ein enger Kontakt zwischen die-
sen Gruppen bestanden. Eben-
so wie Friesen ins Binnenland
auswanderten, nahmen sie auch
Land auf den Britischen Inseln.
Noch heute gibt es eine groBe
Anzahl von Vokabeln im Satei -
landischen, die ihren engli
schen Aquvalenten erheblich
naherstehen als den deutschen.

Zum SchluB des Vortrags bat
Professor Fort Angehdrige des
Saterlandischen Heimatvereins
ans Mikrofon; die Leseproben
der verschiedenen saterlandi
schen Auspragungen• stieflen
auf groBes Interesse. tJbrigehs
hatte Mr. Fort das auch selbst
besorgen konnen: er spricht
ebensogut Saterlandisch wie al-
leSorten Piatt...

Peter Gerdes
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With the Packet Ship to Texas in 1353

The Travel Report of Christiane Haun

Edited and with an introduction by Rosemarie Pohl-Weber

Translated by Jeanne R. Willson*

Introduction

At the beginning of October 1853 there lay in the new wet dock at

Bremerhaven the bark Neptune, sailing ship of the Bremen line of

C. L. 3rauer & Son, known to be an especially fast ship. For days

on end chests and trunks were dragged onto it; l6k men, women, and

children waited in the Emigration House for the ship to put to sea

so they could set out on the Journey to their new homeland. Texas

was their goal.

- I3sr-

Nov I will leave this area, and you will please be so good as to

accompany me on a trip through the other rooms, so that you can really

be at home with us, at least in your imagination. When you leave the

social room, the mates9 quarters is to the left, to the right a room

for our two stewards Jan and Erick and also the place where our

dishes and utensils are kept. The outer door leads to the big deck

from which two steep flights of stairs bring us to our special deck

located Just over the cabin that is in the rear of the ship. Almost

at the other end of the deck is the second cabin, then comes the

kitchen, a pen for the chickens and geese, and all the way forward,
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Mit dem Paketsegler 1853 nach Texas
Reisebericht der Christiane Haun

herausgegeben von Rosemarie Pohl-Weber
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going below, the so-called sailor's stall. The steerage is a

dreadful -nlace to stay, on account of which I am extremely sorry for

Hermann. There in the middle is a great pile of luggage, and on the

sides l6U men, women, and children live and sleep in alcoves, four

persons to each one. On nice nights many have been bedding down on

the deck, that is, have lain down on their miserable straw sacks

and wrapped themselves in woolen blankets. Eermann has been sleeping

behind our cabin door, but even this was preferable, although many

times a sudden rainstorm surprised the sleepers or the unavoidable

and indispensable water was pumped up out of the hold of the ship

or early in the morning the deck was washed. Almost all of them

devour their noonday and evening meals on deck, too, and at times it

is strange to watch the various groups at it. Fortunately almost all

of them without exception are very nice -oeople, and among them almost

all trades are represented. We have shoemakers, tailors, cabinet

makers, saddlers, gunsmiths, dyers, a watchmaker, a gardner, among

others. Some families are going to LaGrange, others to Round Top,

still others to various places.

The very lowest part of the ship is full of emigrants' belongings

and ship's freight, particularly things made out of iron, and is not

accessible to us, but no one need be anxious about that because the

sailors are not at all the thieves that one is so inclined to imagine.

They are friendly and helpful and treat us, at least, very politely.

The only unpleasant thing about them, which, however, cannot be

altered, is their raucous singing when pulling on the ropes, which

consists of very peculiar tones in various gradations and is used to
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unify their effort. The agility of the sailors is amazing; for they

run around like cats on the rope ladders, the spars, and the hawsers V

with true recklessness and meanwhile carry out work, which it makes us

dizzy just to watch. Half of them are always busy while the others

sleep in shifts. One of them is always standing at the wheel and

is relieved every hour, another is almost always on watch at the rrrow

of the ship and informs the captain about anything that happens if

it is something he should attend to. The others all have constantly

to work with the mending of the sails, painting and repairing of the

ship and the boats, and other work at hand. Now observe our group

again really well, keep the individuals in mind so that you can

recognize them whenever they speak again in the course of the journey,

and return with me to the place where I stopped with my travel descrip

tion.

3y the seventh of October the other ladies in the cabins were

seasick while I still felt well and cheerful. But the morning of the

eighth soon changed all that. I was just about to work my way out

of my so-called bed when an indescribable sickness came over me,

which very soon took over to such an extent that I was as if bathed

in cold sweat, could scarcely stand on my feet, and finally threw up,

which gave me some relief. In this frightful state of true seasick

ness, which I had not thought would be half so unpleasant, I remained,

as did Hermann, for only one day, while most had to suffer much

longer; indeed, some ladies, among them Madam Hagedorn and her daughter,

remained overwhelmed by it for almost the whole trip. It is a terrible

feeling, I can tell you! Whenever the dinner bell rang, the general
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consensus was: Oh, God, food again so soon! Not a person had any

appetite, so that the nicest meals stayed untouched. Meanwhile the

ship's people, who suffered from no sickness, almost died laughing

and enjoyed their meals all the more for it. The various funny jokes

that were made, particularly by Colonel von Zeuner, I really cannot

tell you, but it was often very humorous to see how one person would

make fun of the other, and then shortly thereafter he himself would

be sick. It was the same for everybody with work as it was with

meals. On the first day everyone set to work on the various tasks

only to let them drop by the second for at least three weeks. One

person would wonder out loud and in private about the laziness of

the other, and nevertheless generally nothing was done, and the precious

English books that had been brought along for study all remained

peacefully lying there and were not looked at once. Meanwhile we

experienced such cold in the North Sea and the Channel that it almost

caused our blood to freeze in our veins, and when we were not so

tired because of the constant piercing sea wind so that often even in

the morning and the afternoon most of our time was dedicated to sleep,

then after we had finally managed to cheer up a little, we had nothing

more pressing to do than to warm ourselves up for our next sleep by

continuous walking. In short, eating without appetite, sleeping,

and walking were the only variations of the day, and the last was

so difficult with the uninterrupted rocking of the boat that in the

beginning we could only use our feet under the constant leadership

of the captain.

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1983 Vol. 5 (V) No. 2 (Summer)

Copyright © 1983 German-Texan Heritage Society



-/#>-

Thus with very favorable winds we journeyed through the North

Sea, where once a Dutch fishing boat laid alongside our ship and in

exchange for meat, coal, and brandy traded the captain fresh herring,

which tasted very good fried in butter. On this occasion I would

like to have sent word to you, but since the captain thought that

these people, who live.wholly and alone from catching fish, often

remain at sea for a quarter of a year without touching land, the

opportunity seemed to me too uncertain, and it was left undone.

Anyway, these rough fellows were more than a little happy to have

done such good business with our ship and consequently left us with

a thousand good luck wishes and blessings.

Already by .the ninth of October we saw the English coast in the

distance, and the tenth brought us very near to it. The weather, as

is supposed to be very characteristic of the Channel, became foggy

and rainy; and on, the first day we could see Dover with its chalk

cliffs only imperfectly as also the lighthouse at Duglos. Conse

quently the following day was that much prettier. The water had

changed and looked almost black because of its infinite depth, when

•before it had a very greenish color. Innumerable ships covered its

surface, and we could count forty-two at one time that were bigger

or smaller and were bound for the most diverse destinations. Toward

evening we arrived across from Hew Haven and for a few hours had a

view that seemed to me absolutely fairylike. The houses of the city

are strewn along the length of the coastline and, just as night fell,

were lighted up at the same time as a train going out from the city

was illuminated with a thousand lamps, and all of this created such a
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contrast to our ship and furnished us with a picture of such cosy

domestic life that Adele Hagedorn and I thought of our homeland with

emotion and could not get our fill of the sight. On October twelfth

in the afternoon we journeyed out of the Channel into the open sea,

after we had beforehand taken our leave of land for quite a long

time. Now the rocking motion really began and brought with it at

times renewed sickness. Sometimes it was so severe that no one

could stand up without holding on tight, and then at meals the plates

and glasses had to be kept in balance while we were eating, something

that always gave cause for laughter and in the course of which many

of us got our soup in our laps. By the way, we had very good food,

which I must describe more closely to satisfy your curiosity.

Sunday: .Chicken soup with rice, meat and potatoes, apple slices

and generally some preserved, early vegetable, then plum

pudding with wine sauce, lastly unshelled almonds and

raisins.

Monday: Pea soup, then smoked or salted meat, rice pudding with

sugar and cinnamon, raw bacon, and plum pastry.

Tuesday: Barley soup with red wine, pickled peas, sausage and salt

pork, plums and salted potatoes, then syrup and bread.

Wednesday: White bean soup with vinegar to taste, salted beef and

pork, green beans, potatoes, and plums.

Thursday: Sago soup with red wine, then roast goose, potatoes and

apple slices, midding with wine sauce, unshelled almonds,

and raisins or fresh apples.

Friday: Barley soup with red wine, sauerkraut with stockfish and
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salted meat, potatoes, and prunes.

Saturday: Shelled barley soup with plums, preserved broccoli with

grits sausage and salted meat, potatoes, and apple slices.

In the evening there was always gruel or bread mush soup (which we

had especially requested), then Labskaus (a dish made of potatoes

and meat or stockfish with drippings), herring salad or fried

potatoes, tub butter (that I never could eat though the others

said it was very good), Dutch or herb cheese, and tea.

For breakfast at nine o'clock in the morning we got coffee,

soft-boiled eggs or eggs in butter, anchovies, ham, or cold salt

meat, cervelat sausage, cheese and butter, also Hamburg black bread,

zwieback, and ship zwieback that was so hard one could scarcely

bite it. Saturdays there were always pancakes and cranberries.

Besides this, our captain was very generous; for he treated us

most evenings to white and red wine, cold or warm punch, even madeira

and port with sweets, and soda water as often as we wanted it to drink.

Nevertheless, we always had the most appetite for apples or something

refreshing that was preserved. Fortunately the first mate had brought

a large sack of fresh apples, almost all of which Adele and I ate

up with his kind permission. When I make a sea voyage again sometime,

I will take along a lot of these as well as other sweet and sour

things to eat, too; for they do make one feel much better.

On the thirteenth of October we saw for the first time the

splendid luminescence of the ocean that we enjoyed often for hours;

for while the ship quickly traverses the waves, these seem to create

a second heaven, illuminated by thousands of gleaming points. This
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beautiful show was often repeated, and some people think it is

caused by certain little creatures in the sea, others, by the traces

of saltpeter in the -sea water. In the same way we often saw the beams

of the moon and of individual beautiful stars break marvelously on

the surface of the water, but never as beautifully as on the fourteenth

of October, when the ocean seemed fairly calm and in reality as if

sown with diamonds. On the fifteenth for the first time we experienced

the transition to a storm, which the sailors, however, called but a

stiff wind. All the sails were hauled in, the masts creaked and

groaned, and the lowest spars dipped almost into the water. Fantastic

waves, which because of the movement of the water appeared blue as

the heavens and were encrusted on top with silver, approached but

were only high enough that their peaks dashed on board and in doing

so suddenly drenched many passengers through to the skin. With this

came a large number of "pig fish," which are supposed to taste very

good when cooked. They were about an ell long and had a sort of

snout up front from which the name comes. So fortunately ve escaped

the threatening storm, and.by the next day we already thought no more

of it, as was generally always the case. A blessed forgetfulness

soon allowed us not to think of all the unpleasant things that occurred

any longer than they really lasted and to hold onto the pleasurable

events that much more firmly, which, after all, is a great good

'fortune especially for sea travelers. Now for a few days we pro

gressed with an excellent wind. Everyone was in high spirits and

even got the urge to work, and what do you think happened shortly

thereafter?^ On the twentieth of October we danced to our heart's

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1983 Vol. 5 (V) No. 2 (Summer)

Copyright © 1983 German-Texan Heritage Society



-wy-

content. At first we couldn't believe, since we had scarcely

learned to walk properly, that this was possible, but soon we were

convinced. The ship lay fairly quiet on this day; and thus a tolerable

space was quickly cleared, two of the passengers played violins,

two others flutes, and to that we dashed around in pairs in whirling

3
dance. Involuntarily I could not help but think of Oberon's Huon."

For here the captain, the helmsmen, sailors, the ship's boys, cabin

class and steerage passengers danced gaily with each other, and each

one had to make an effort to stay in an upright position and while

doing so to circle around. Often it was more work than pleasure,

and still we did it again and again and in this way shortened the

evenings as they grew longer; indeed, during those seven weeks, I

danced more than at home in three years. At the same time the sailors

often wore costumes and in this way amused the onlookers; also, one

day the sailors and all the children on the ship were given punch,

for which the captain received three cheers. On the twenty-first

in the early morning a long mountain and several of the hills of

Madeira came into view that, because of the onset of a calming of

the wind, were unfortunately still visible on the twenty-second until

they finally disappeared from sight; and henceforth we had nothing

but water under and around us and the sky above us. Certainly

nothing can be more boring than these infamous calms when the ocean

is at times so quiet for days that it is like a big pond, and one can

scarcely identify the rolling movements of the water that other

wise keep the great surface in unceasing undulation and activity and

thus always present a different picture to the eye. Fortunately we
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were not often becalmed and mostly had good winds, so that we con

stantly moved forward. From then on only seldom did we see a ship,

and all variety had to be derived either from the company or from

the natural phenomena, and in this our old colonel .came in extremely

handy, since his conversation was always pleasant and interesting

and, although as a Berliner he was accustomed to many things that

he had to do without on the ship, he always assured us: He could

riot grasp it himself how with the lack of activity and the eternal

sameness the time could pass so swiftly for him. But with what

interest, too, the glorious sunrises and sunsets were viewed, and

how many dear memories were associated with them for each of us'.

Near Domingo this phenomenon was especially glorious, for often the

deepest blue adorned the heavens while in the east the twilight

approached and the west was painted purple, bright yellow, and lilac

by the departure of the sun. The stars have a completely different

arrangement, too: for example, there Orion is lying on his side whereas

with us he is standing, and the Big Dipper rises way down on the

horizon. Sometimes when small showers came during the day, we

actually saw a section of rain from the place where it began to

where it ended, very strange, as if it were a streak of fog. There

were glorious rainbows, too, once a rainbow by moonlight, twice

thunderstorms, and then we saw what never occurs in Germany: cer

tain stars sinking all the way at the horizon. Now, if sometimes

we had winds from.the wrong direction or highly unfavorable winds,

then everyone was discontented and in a bad mood; if on the other

hand there was a good wind (with which 8, 9, 10, or even 11 German
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post miles an hour can be made), then one saw only cheerful faces;

yes, here, one might say, the wind bestows all. Furthermore, as

our ship now approached nearer and nearer to the tropics, we met

with considerable heat. During the day a large awning was stretched

out for us, under which we were at least -orotected from the burning

rays of the sun that, if one exposed oneself to them for only a short

time without headgear, caused severe pain and burned us quite brown.

The evenings then were glorious. We all camped.right on the deck.

To pass the time Hermann's guitar was unpacked, strung with new

strings, and then we played and sang or occupied ourselves with

party games, and generally not until eleven o'clock were we accustomed

to go to bed, which from then on more resembled a sweat bath than

pleasant rest.

Since among the steerage passengers there was a preacher who

was being sent to America by the Basel Synode, we had church every

Sunday from 10 to 11:30, which, even though it was deficient, was

nevertheless attended by everyone. Sunday afternoons at four the

captain always distributed dried prunes to the children by tossing

them amongst them, which always gave them and us much pleasure.

On the twenty-seventh of October there appeared the first flying

•,fish, about half an ell long and silvery white. Later great droves

of them came by. However, they fly only a short distance and close

over the water. On the fourth of November, Herr von Rotsmann, one

of the passengers, climbed up to the crow's nest. The sailors

cannot abide such things at all, and so they followed after him

immediately so as to tie him up with a rope until he promised to
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withdraw. And the captain, too, when a bad wind arose, always

placed himself on the deck in the direction favorable to us and then

began to whistle in a sort of coaxing tone in order thus to draw

the good wind toward us, and if anyone spilled salt at table, they

said it meant a long trip. Well, we certainly spilled salt often

enough, but the long trip we left to the obliging management of others

and concluded ours on the contrary as summarily as possible; for it

is certainly no small natter to journey a distance of 1600 miles

in fifty days, and this we owe, after God's mercy, to the skilled

command of our captain.

On the fifth of November we celebrated the birthday of Madam

Kaufmann with madeira and candy, and from our group she received a

pretty little basket with little pieces of soap in the shapes of

all sorts of fruit and a little garland around it of parsley and

celery from our crate of vegetables. Also on that day they caught

and stuffed a porcupine fish, which was rather fat and furnished

with frightful spikes. On the tenth I celebrated with my good

father in my thoughts. On that day we also saw again the first large,

gray sea gull, which continually circled close to the ship; and Adele

Hagedorn mended the shipping company flag, which had torn apart

during the trip and which displayed a black cross in the middle of

a red field; besides this there were four other different flags,

mostly red and white striped.

On the twelfth for the first time we saw moss approaching on the

water as a sign of land nearby, which was welcomed with real rejoicing.

The thirteenth of November was the day on which the ship Neptune had
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been launched nine years before: for that reason it was celebrated

by us, too, and was observed with song, dance, games, and good

drinks.

Finally on the fifteenth Domingo appeared just at dawn. We

sailed fairly close by it, that is, two to three hours away, and

were most sincerely happy to see land once again. Magnificently

overgrown mountains cover the whole island; we could clearly dis

tinguish smoke and several buildings on it and on the next day, as

the wind grew stronger, could see very well the breakers, which

rolled in splendid columns along the coast. On the seventeenth

Domingo had disappeared on the left, but instead Cuba became visible

on the right. It was even farther distant; and nevertheless during

that whole time there came to us from the island the most glorious

scent of oranges and flowers. This island was even longer than the

other and, alongside the overgrown mountains, was protected by

glistening chalk cliffs.

NOTES

2. A type of dolphin living in the North Atlantic, about 1.5

meters long.

3, Huon of Bordeaux, hero of the Old French epic of the same name,

as punishment for supposed infidelity must undergo adventures in

oriental kingdoms, in *hich the dwarf king Oberon helps him.

- Id BB CovtiMSD -
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Qerman LexanJ-ierctatje Society
Founded in August, 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit

organization seeking members from the general public. Everyone la welcome

to join! Descendants of all German-speaking peoples. Researchers. Edu

cational institutions. Genealogists. Historians. Librarians. Biographers.

Students. Interested persons.

The Society is an organization devoted to building pride In the heritage of

German Texans through historical research and cultural preservation. It is

a united effort in Texas to disseminate information about archives, research

projects, cultural events, folklore, publications and meetings related to

German Texan topics.

The Society publishes a NEWSLETTER of about 60 pages three times a year

as well as supplements when needed throughout the year. The NEWSLETTER is

compiled and edited by a group of dedicated volunteers. An annual meeting

is held the second weekend in September.

Already serving about 800 members, ve want this to be truly an organization

for its membership. We need your help. Please join us. Fill out the form

on the reverse side and mail it today. And please bring the organization and

its objectives to the attention of your friends who might be interested in it.

Tell your local newspaper, heritage or conservation society about us. We want

to collaborate with all existing historical preservation organizations.

We would be happy to send information about the German-Texan Heritage Society

to people who might be interested in our objectives. Just write their names

and addresses below, and return to: Dona Reeves, Rt. 2 Box 239A, Buda, TX 78610.

NAME ADDRSSS
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GERMAN - TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

Membership Classification*
All members receive the

NEWSLETTER, published
three tiroes a year. Other
classifications assist in

special projects and publi
cations.

MEMBERSHIP

NAME:

STREET:m

CUT:

STATE:

COUNTY:

ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

OCCUPATION (if retired, former occupation):

-/«-

O §25.00
O $10.00

O §5.00
O §3-oo

Patron

Contributing and
Library

Regular

Student (Verified
by teacher)

SPECIAL PROJECTS (relating to German-Texana):

ANY PUBLICATIONS (relating to German-Texana):

-

Please check the following interest categories:

_____ I prefer to just read the NEWSLETTER and learn new things.

______ I would like to help out with all of the following categories.

I would like to help out with only the categories I have checked:

______ Typing for the NEWSLETTER.

______ Writing articles for the NEWSLETTER.

______ Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.

_____ Shoving visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.

______ Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.

_____ Genealogical exchange. (What names?)

_____ Publicizing the Society in my town/city/area.

_____ Speaking German

Other?

The German-Texan Heritage Society was founded in 1978 as a non-profit organization to
promote the revitaiization of German culture in Texas. An annual meeting is held the
second week-end in September. A NEWSLETTER is published three times a year. Members
come from all over Texas, from many other states and several foreign countries.

Please fill out and return to: Dona Reeves

Rt. 2 Box 239A
Buda, Texas 78610

i
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NEWSLETTER 

EDITORIAL BOARD - 2 
GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS •••• continued ••••• 

SURNAJIIE INDEX ( NEWSIETI'ER) 
Olivia May, 1610 East Ave., Katy, Tx. 77749 

TOPIC INDEX (NEWSIEI'TER) 
Diana Bennett, 1708 So. Park, Brenham, Tx. 77833 409-836-1302 

409-836-6.SU5 Thecla Dallmeyer, 801 So. Park, Brenham, Tx. 77833 

NEW TOPICS AND RESEARCH PROJECTS 
lera Patrick Tyler, Westland Pl., 718 Jackson Rd. 512-2.57-3439 

Kerrville, Tx. 78028 

GERMAN-TEXAN WOMEN 
Ingeborg H. RUberg McCoy, Dept. of Modern Languages 

Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, Tx. 
512-288-0297 

78666 

ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR 
Julia Penn, 320Bt Grandview, Austin, Tx. 78705 512-454-0992 

ART 
Richard J, Burges, II, 1701 Bluff Dr., Round Rock, Tx, 78664 512-255-.5223 

CALLIGRAPHY 
Barbara Ann Dielmann, 808 Kenilworth, San Antonio, Tx. 78209 512-824-0371 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1981 - 1983 Term 
Alice Gerfers, P.O. Box 807, Boerne, Tx. 78006 

1979 - 1984 Term 
Miriam York, 1409 East Austin, Giddings, Tx. 78942 

1982 - 1985 Term 
Irma Goeth Guenther, 4501 Spanish Oak Trail, Austin, Tx. 78731 512-454-3343 

NEWSIE!'TER PRINTER 
Sergei Kabantschuk, ll809 Dove Haven, Austin, Tx. 512-836-4653 

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 
Annual Meetings 

1984 - Sept. 8-9 - Kerrville 
Glen Lich 

1985 - Sept. 14-15 - New Braunfels 
Helgard Suhr, Margaret Field, 
Agnes Lehmann 

1986 - Houston - Flora. von Roeder, 
Hilde Graeter, Jo Ann Ia.Q.uang 

1987 - Seguin - Marilyn Collins 

1988 - Austin - lOth Anniversary 

HEWSIE'l".l'lm 

The German-Texan Heritage Society publishes 
this ltEWSIE'rl'ER three times annually. It 
is solely the creation of volunteers. See 
inside covers ror names and addresses of 
editors. The publication schedule for 1983 

(Deadlines for articles) 
Spring •••••• February 20 
Summer •••••• June 20 
Fa11 ••• • ••.• october 20 

Back issues for 1979, 1980,1981, 1982 
available for $2.,50 each, or $5;00 per 
year for members. Order from Dona 
Reeves , Rt. 2, Box 2J9A, Buda; Tx. '78610 
lfo mora posters are available. 

Announcements, articles, genealogical 
inquiries, reunion dates, news od events, 
etc. ,are al~s welcome' from members. SeDd 
to the apPJ:Opriats ed1 tor or to the ecHH:or
in-chief. All such articles should be 
typed, SIHGIE SPACED on at" b,y 11" paper, 
w1 th only a t" margin on all edges. For 
sharpness and clarity, try to use a film, 
or a new cloth r1 bbon. And don't forget to 
clean your typewriter keys: ! 
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