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newslectec
eortoR
Mary M. El-Beheri

SOCIETY OPENS OFFICE

Storage of the Society's
pub 1ications(newsletters
•for the past 9 years and
both Roemer and Biesele

books) became a problem

we had to deal with and

the answer is an office.

It has 400 sq. -ft. o-f
space...room to grow.

It is big enough -for
board and committee

meetings, as well as for
storage. The expense is

minimal. ANNA THOMPSON

will serve as office

manager. We hope that we
can better serve our

present membership and
really put on a drive
to double our numbers.

We urge our members to
visit the new site and

to get involved!!

G.T.H.S. OFFICE

ADDRESS:

1011 Meredith Dr.

Manchaca (Austin)

512-280-3351

IH 35 Onion Creek Exit

(Hwy 1626 by Adams Extract)

Mailing address:
P. 0. Box 262

Manchaca, Tx. 78652

VISIT BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CONFUSION OVER NAMES????
IfL

All the Texas German Society
has in common with the GTHS
is that the names are similar.
THEY are primarily a social
and semi-political group with
origins in LaGrange.
We cannot espouse political or
social causes, because our
Texas State Charter classifies
us as a cultural heritage group.
THEY have a large variety
of official addresses. Our ONLY
official address is on this
NEWSLETTER. We do not condemn them,
in fact, there is a need for
local German social, cultural
and heritage groups, such as
the ones in Austin, Industry,
New Braunfels, Fredericksburg,
San Antonio, Houston, etc.,
BUT we do not want our membership
nor the public in general to think
we are one and the same. As members
of the GTHS, please make this
distinction clear to those who
may be in doubt.

LISTING OF GERMAN GROUPS

Please send names of any and all
German cultural/heritage/social
groups in your area. Please send
the name and address of a contact
person for that organization.
It would be great to get
information about activities
sponsored by this group.
We want to make an official
list; of all German-related
groups in Texas!!!

DON'T FORGET: All back issues except Volume I (1979) are available to
complete your files.
Volume 2 (1980) $2.50 per issue or $5.00 for the volume.
Volumes 3-8 (1981-1986) $2.50 per issue or $7.50 per volume.
Volume 9 (1987) is the current volume. $3.00 per issue, $9.00 per volume

IT'S NOT TOO EARLY to think about Christmas! Roemer's TEXAS would make
a lovely gift for a reader. $15.95 plus .96 tax plus 2.00 postage and
handling will bring it to anyone on your gift list. Biesele's HISTORY OF
THE GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861 will be a brand new volume for
Christmas stockings: $16.00 plus .96 plus 2.00 postage and handling.

All these items are available prepaid. Send your orders to:
G.T.H.S., P.O. Box 262, Manchaca, TX 78652

SAVE US POSTAGE!t RENEW NOW FOR 1988!!
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GALVESTON GREAT !

Danke Danke!

to Frances and Mary Faye
who made things happen
in Galveston. It was

inspiring and
informative and fun!
See news story!

BIESELE BOOK READY

As this goes to press the
Biesele books are on the road to
Austin. Order yours today.
Biesele's HISTORY OF THE
GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS
183i-1861 may be ordered either
from our new P.O. Box number or
from Dona. $16.96 plus $2.00
for postage and handling.

NEEDED IN SAN ANTONIO
The 1989 meeting will

be in San Antonio. We need
someone to chair the local
arrangements and someone to
be chair for the program.

Call Mary Ei-Beheri, Ingrid
KokLnda or Theresa Gold, if
you want to volunteer.

********************************

Theresa Gold was recently
named to the San Antonio

Historical Commission.

*******************************

Maria Wa^cson-White, a member of the
Texas Historic Commission, has been
appointed to the National Register
Of Historic Places Review Committee
Maria did a presentation and helped
lead the tours at our San Antonio
meeting...we hope she will do
that again in 1989.

*********************************

GERMAN-TEXAN LENDING LIBRARY

We need

Your slide shows, videos,

filmstrips, books, pamphlets,etc.,
for a lending library in our
new office. Donations will be

happily accepted.

**********************************

m
PUBLICITY NETWORK FORMING,

The Society is looking for
KEY PEOPLE in all the areas
where the Society has a large
number of members to act as
publicity agents. These agents
will: 1) Contact all German-
Texan groups in their local
area so that we can get info
about their activities, ie. ,
social clubs, singing societies,
dance groups,etc. 2)Collect

newspaper clippings from local
and area newspapers for the
NEWSLETTER editor. 3) Send
news releases to local and
area newspapers about GTHS

activities. We have AGENTS
in the followinq areas:
HOUSTON - Rod Koenig

6 Valley Forge
Houston,Tx. 77024

713-651-5333

SAN ANTONIO -

Frances Heimer Harrison
118 William Classen Dr.
San Antonio, Tx. 78232
512-494-2107

VICTORIA - Patsy Hand
417 Cottonwood

Victoria, Tx. 77904
512-757-0049

We need AGENTS in:

Fredericksburg, New Braunfels,
Corpus Christi, Boerne/Comfart,
Dallas area, Brenham,
Round Top/LaGrange, The Panhandle
and from any area where a member
wants to be an Agent.

The Publicity Agents will work
closely with Fredericka Richter
DeBerry, who is the Publicity
co-ordinator for the Society.

If you would like to serve as a
Publicity Agent in your area, please
contact Mary El-Beheri at once.
Send your name, address and home
telephone number.

GTHS PAMPHLET READY AT LAST!!

We ask members to put our new
pamphlet in libraries, museums
and other public places, so that
we can make everyone aware of us!!
Contact any Board member for
pamphlets.
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Patron Members, May 28-Oct. 5, 1987

Bush, Dell & Woodrow Houston TX
Hartung, Louis A. San Antonio TX
Knopp, Rev. Mr. Kenn Fredericksburg TX
Koenig, Rebeca A. Houston TX
Whorton, Evangeline Loessin Galveston Island

Fry, Naomi W. College Station TX

/</</

HAVE REVIEWER...
NEED BOOKS...

Please send new books or the
names and publisher of new
books that relate to
German-Texana to Hanna
Lewis.

Contributing Members, May 28-Oct. 5, 1987

Altgelt, Ms. Annette Grote San Antonio TX
Becker, Mr. & Mrs. Ernst D. Austin TX
Condra, Frances R. San Antonio TX
Heinrich, Gerald D. Lubbock TX
Urn. Franz, Standesbeamter 6544 Kirchberg
Smith, Mrs. Adelheid G. Dilley TX
Strauch, Gerhard San Antonio TX
UTSA Library, Serials Dept. San Antonio TX
Koehler, Ruth & Bill Austin TX

******************************4

GERMAN-TEXAN REGISTRY
EDITOR: W. M. Von-Massewski

Von has included the Farms
and Ranches section in this
NEWSLETTER so that our
members can see what he is
doing. If anyone wants to do
section, contact Von.
give details about how
final Registry will be
distributed as soon as
more progress is made.

ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVES

The German-Texan Heritage Society is beginning
the Anniversary of its 10th year in existence.
In order to mark the Society's accomplishments
and successes a special anniversary event is
being planned. A committee to commemorate the
achievements has been established. The commit
tee would like to hear from the membership in
cluding ideas about memorabilia, mementoes,
souvenirs or remembrances that individual mem
bers would like to have as keepsakes for this
occassion. Items will be created, selected,
and determined by the popular requests of the
members. So please forward your suggestions to
the committee. Designs, art work, symbolic
emblems and illustrations are needed right away
inorder to have the items ready in 1988. Ideas
already submitted include: lapel &/or hatband
pins, mugs, steins and medallions. Please send
your ideas to the committee incare of:

Ann Lindemann,
17914 Nanes Dr.

Houston, Texas 77090
or call 713-444-4446.

Suggestions for events and activities to add to
the celebration are also welcomed.
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GTHS CELEBRATES 10TH YEAR

1988 IN AUSTIN

Anna Thompson is forming a
committee NOW to make it

happen. If you want to be
on things, call Anna today.

in

Information needed about

old German Christmas ornaments,
Contact

Helen Arnold

3414 Foothill Terrace

Austin, Tx. 78731

*****************************

a

We will

the

a litle
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Friday, September 25,1987 THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD
Tekla Timmermann,
one of seven sisters

GERONIMO — Tekla
Timmermann. at 93 the oldest of
the seven well-known
Timmermann sisters, has died in a
Seguin hospital after suffering a
stroke at her home here.

The sisters, authors of a book ti
tled "Seven Silver Spoons," were
best known in the area for the ex
travagant Christmas decorations at
their farm home. Each year, hun
dreds of people traveled to the
homestead that the sisters, none of
whom ever married, inherited from
their father to view the unique
decorations.

They received national recogni
tion through newspaper and maga
zine stories and a television appear
ance in 1955.

Tekla is the third Timmermann
sister to die. Estella died in 1984
and Hulda died a year later. Tekla is
survived by sisters Melitta, Meta,
Wanda and Willie Mae.

Services were conducted
Wednesday at Frieden's United
Church of Christ. Burial was in
Lone Oak Cemetery-

vocals Participate In
State GTHS Program

*•*.

4

?
The members of the German- At the board meeting Dr. Donna p

Texan Heritage Society met in Gal- Reeves-Marquardt, the treasurer,,J
veston at Hotel Galvez, on Septem- reported she still receivesletters from
ber 11-13 for their annual state meet- people complaining they are not^
ing. receiving their newsletters, although

Attending the meeting from this they had paid their membership dues,
area were Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Dube, The problemlies in the fact that they
Winedale; Mrs. Miriam York, direc- paid The Texas German Society and
tor of the board, Giddings; Mrs. expected the newsletters from The
Leola K. Tiedt, historian and scrap German-Texan Heritage Society,
book editor, La Grange; and Mr. and which is an entirely different or-
Mrs. Rodney Koenig, Houston and ganization.
La Grange. The G. T. H. S. meets only once a

Four former Fayette Countians year (Austin in 1988; San Antonio,
took an active part in the program. 1989; Round Top, 1990, etc.) They
The Genealogy Workshop was spendtheirincome by reprinting Ger-
chaired by Frederika Richter- man books that have become difficult
DeBerry from Clear Lake City, but to buy, because there are so few
formerly from West Point. Mrs.!*, available. In J983 they reprinted<*
Kathleen (Witt) Stahmer was ap^J/riMiwilJIT Texas; in 1984 acalen-
pointed the new index editor. Mrs.£> dar showing early German buildings;
Evangeline Loessin Whorten, a for-SJ and this year B. L. Bisele's The His-
mer resident of this area, spoke andf^ tory of Early German Settlements
showed slides of the German ar- 2J1831-1861.
chitecture in Galveston. She was also0 Anyone interested in joining or
the guide at the Powhatan House&^renewing their membership may con-
which was on tour. tact Dr. Donna Reeves-Marquardt,

The Rev. Walter A. Dube, of Rt. 2, Box 239A, Buda, Texas 78610.
Peace Lutheran Church, Texas City, The new membership dues are: Stu

dents $5, regular $8, contributing
$15, institutional $15, foreign $12,
and patron$30. X

gave the German service on Sunday
morning at the First Lutheran
Church.He was bora near Giddings.

German group to meet here
. GALVESTON — About 200 delegates will attend
the German-Texan Heritage Society's annual
meeting Sept. 11-13 at the Marriott's Hotel Galvez,
Frances Knape, chairman and Ball High School
teacher, announces.

Maury Darst of Galveston College will speak on
"Lighthouses Along the Gulf Coast;" Evangeline
Whorton will discuss German architecture in
Galvestonwith emphasis on German craftsmen who
built local Victorian homes; Capt. Julius W.
Jockusch Jr. and his sister, Hetta Towler, will
discuss the German consular office in Galveston.
Their father and grandfather were both German
consuls here.

"Everyman's History - A Study of History
through Biography — J.J. Schott (1846-1928)" will be
discussed by Daniel Zom of Georgetown University,
Brownwood. Schott was a German pioneer phar
macist in Galveston.

At the Saturday luncheon the Rev. Herbert
Polinard, minister of Central Christian Church, will
talk about German influence in Galveston.
Brownson Malsch of Edna, who wrote the prize-

winning book, Indianola — the Mother of West
Texas, will comment on that port in the mid-l9th
century. The port was settled by German im
migrants.

Henry Hauschild, an authority on the Runge fami
ly of Galveston and Indianola, and a Victoria histo
rian and preservationist, will discuss the Runge
family in Texas.

Frederika Richter DeBerry of Clear Lake City
will conductagenealogyworkshop.

A dinner dance at Garten Verein with a polka
band and the Rathkamp Dancers of Houston will be
a Saturday feature. Carlos Pena and Raymond Zorn
of First Lutheran Church will describe how to save a
building and Randy Kirk of Galveston will present a
paper on German influence in West Texas. Kirk is a
former director of the Texas Tech German Dancers.

Other events will be a dinner cruise on The Col
onel paddlewheeler, a guided bus tour of
Galveston's East End, a special Sunday morning
service in German at First Lutheran Church, con
ducted bytheRev.Walter Dube ofTexasCity.

Mary Faye Barnes and Bob Nesbitt are assisting
Knape on the committee.
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OBITUARIES
W<e

•«r

Suhr, 56, was former
adviser

NEW BRAUNFELS — W.
Frank Suhr was a prominent attor
ney who served 12 years as the
chief legal adviser for Comal
Cdunty.

''He" was the best father," said his
daughter, Brlgitte Suhr, a sopho
more at the University of Texas at
Austin. "His whole life was his

Wds."
•Suhr worked hard to provide a

college education for his son and
two daughters. "We're grateful for
that," his daughter said.
-Suhr, 56, died Friday of cardiac

arrest at McKenna Memorial Hos
pital In New Braunfels.

'A past president of the Comal
County Bar Association, he was the
Comal County attorney from 1960to
1672 before entering private prac
tice.

.: Suhr, a lifelong resident of New
Braunfels, was a 20-ycar member
and president-elect of the Comal
County Fair Association.
'"He was everyone's friend, eve

n-body's buddy," his daughter said.
"He was so honest and hard-work

ing."
' In 1979 Suhr founded the

Marschund Wandergruppe, a Ger
man walking society in New Braun-
fi>ls. The pociety sponsors walks
that have attracted more than 1,000
participants.

A 1949 graduate of New Braun
fels High School,he graduated from

Dittiinger, noted
Comal benefactor

Southwcst Texas State University
In l!)!j.'J and then spent two years in
the Army.

Suhr studied law at St. Mary's
University In San Antonio and grad
uated from the University of Texas
at Austin School of Law.

Suhr was trustee of St Paul Lu
theran Church, a charier member
of the Texas Museum of Handmade
Furniture and judge advocate of
American legion Post 179

He also was a member of the
New Braunfels Conservation .Soci
ety, the Wurstfost Association, Ger-
mania Farmers Verein Group of I
Anhalt, Gorman-American Society. I
Sophienbui g Museum, Elks Lodge i
and the FraternalOrder of Eagles. I

Survivors include his wife, Hol-i
gard; another daughter. Monika, cf ]
New Braunfels; a son. Frank B.
Suhr of Austin; and his mother,
Almlda Suhr of New Braunfels.

Services will be at 10 a.m. Tues
day at St. Paul Lutheran Church
with the Revs. Charles DeHaven
and Jim Hinkhouse officiating.

Memorials can be made in the
form of contributions to St. Paiu,
Lutheran, Sophienburg Museum,
the Elks Fund for Crippled Children j
at Ottine or a charity of choice.

Burial will be in Gundalupe Val-j
ley Memorial Park under the dlrec-1
tior. of Doeppenschmidt Funeral
Home.

NEW BRAUNFELS - Bruno
DltUlnger, 93. was a philanthropist
who. with family members, fi
nanced the Dittiinger Memorial Li
brary dedicated to his parents in
1969.

He and his family also donated
money for the Pnnce Solms Parte in
the 1970s.

Dittiinger worked at the DltUln
ger Mills and the DltUlnger Lime
Co.,which was co-foundedby bis fa
ther. Hippolyt DltUlnger. In 1887.
His father bought out his partner in
the mid-1890s and became sole
owner.

Bruno DltUlnger died Wednesday
at his home after a lengthy Illness.

He attended St Peter and Paul
School in New Braunfels before
graduating from high school In
Prairie De CJrien, Wis, and study
ing at Armour Institute In Chicago.

"My uncle waa a very Intelligent
man," said a niece, Maria Liebscher
of New Braunfels. "He was consa-

enUous,very withdrawn and quiet. ;
"His pride and )oy was helping ]

young people further their ad-1
vanced educations." she said. "This I
was always done very quieUy.After
World War II. he aided his relatives j
in Germany by sending them Care
packages."

He was a member of St. Peter
and Paul Catholic Church, but he
was also acUve in Holy Family
Catholic Church and Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Catholic Church.
He was a member of the American
Chemical Society.

Survivors are a sister, Franzisca
Llebscher of New Braunfels; three
nephews and two nieces.

Prayer services will be held at
7:30 p.m. Friday In Doeppen
schmidt Funeral Home. Mass will
be celebrated at 9 a.m. Saturday In
St Peter and Paul Catholic Church.
Private entombment will be in Mis
sion Burial Park South in San Anto
nio.

Scurry had rich life:
Music, travel, family

Hedwlg Goeth Scurry. 82.worked
In the book department at Joske's
for 15 years.

Although she retired 12 years
ago, she did part-time work into her
70s.

Scurry died Tuesday in a local
nursing home after suffering two
strokes earlier.

Bom in Cypress Mill, she grew
up on the Goeth homestead In San
Antonio.

She attended a boarding school
on South Presa. where she studied
piano and German folk dancing.
She mamed John Winston Scurry,
but they were divorced some 20
years later.

"In her early years, she was a.
gifted pianist and she gave recitals
until she was in her 30s," said her
son. Rotf Kargl of San Antonio.
"For 15 years, recenUy, she sang
and danced with the Senior Song
sters of San Antonio at nursing
homes. She enjoyed this tremen
dously.

"Her grandmother. Ottilie Fuchs
Goeth, wrote "Memoirs of a Texas
Pioneer Grandmother.' published

by EaWn Press In the early 1920s.
Many pictures of my mother as a
child are printed In the volume.

"The book was translated from
German by her sister. Irma Guen-
ther of Austin, and reprinted in
English in 198Z James Michener
used the book while wnUng 'Texas,"
and menUoned this vivid account of
early Germans in this state in his
book.

"My mother loved to travel and
learn new things." he said. ""She
never quit learning. She used to
drive wherever she wanted to go.
but lately I would drive her to the
coast or the Valley or to Big Bond.

"She loved Texas wildflowers
and would have me stop the car and
pick some for her," he said.

Survivors are her son; a daugh
ter, Kathennc Chambers of San An
tonio; her sister; three grandchil
dren and two great-grandchildren.

Graveside services will be at 2 \
p.m. Friday in the Goeth-Wcnmohs I
Cemetery In Cypress Mill Crofts I
Funeral Home of Johnson City is in
charge of arrangements.

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
Mdoy, July 24, 1987

Menger, member
ofpioneer family

HubertEmil Menger, a member
of a pioneer San Antonio family,
was a certified professional geolo
gist whowas stillpracUclng hispro
fessionafter 51years.

During his career as an Inde
pendent geologist he was district
geologist for Stanoland Oil and Gas
Co., consulting geologist for Fred
Shield, and was division geologist
for Monterey OUCo.

Menger died Tuesday at age 80
of a rare form of anemia.

He was the son of Rudolph and
Adele Rusa Menger and grandson
of Simon Menger, San Antonio's
first classroom music teacher and
its first industrialist He founded
the Menger Soap Works in 1850 on
the banks of San Pedro Creek.

Menger"s greatgrandfather. Da
vid Russi. served with the Confed
eracy and restored the Alamo In
1849.13years after the historic bat-
Ue.

Asa youth. Mengerwas an Eagle
Scout. He was an outstanding and
toiled pitcher for Alamo Heights
HiKh School for three years. His
senior year, he transferred to old
Main Avenue High School where he
also pitched. He graduated in 1925.

Whileplaying lor a local baseball
team. Menger pitched against I)iz7v
Dean. The name ended at nightfall
in a tie. Menger also lettered in
football at both high schools, play
ing halfback for each.

At Texas A&M, Menger was
elected president of the freshman
class and lettered in baseball as a
pitcher. He transferred to the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin, where he
became house manager for his fra
ternity, Kappa Sigma. He earned a
bachelor's degree in geologyat UT
in 1935.

He and his wtfe of 51 years.
Johnowene Brackenndge Peeler
Crutchcr Menger. celebrated their
goldenanniversary last year with a
dinner party for 500 friends from all

Hubert Mertgar pitched
against Dizzy Dean.
over at the San Antonio Country
Club.

Menger was a charter member
nf Post Cambrian Geological Soci
ety, which he served as president,
vice president secretary and treas
urer. He was a charter member
••nd organizing president of the
Martair Club.

Additional memberships Were
Northndge Park Baptist Church.
South Texas Geological Societv.
American Association of Petroleum
Geologists and honorary life mem
ber of Huguenot Society of Manakin
In the Colonyof Virginia.

Survivors are his wife; two
daughters. Owene Caruth III and
Roberta Byrd. both of Dallas: a
brother, Allen R. Menger of San An
tonio; and two grandchildren.

Services wiU be at 10:30 a.m.
Friday in Northridge Park Baptist
Church with the Rev. Dr. George
Hams officiating and Wilford Stapp
as vocalist Entombment In Sunset
Mausoleum will be arranged by
Porter LortngMortuary.
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BOHLS FARM - 1870 **
One-half mile southeast o-f Pflugervi11e, Travis County

Conrad P-fluger came to America with a younger brother in 1849 on
a journey that took seventeen weeks by boat. In 1869 Conrad
Pfiuger bought 200 acres of land for $500 which he? and his wife
moved to in 1870. They built a rock house that year and five
years later built a two-story frame house, both of which are
still stnading. After Conrad's death in 1911, 100 acres were sold
to Florenz and Thekla (Ganzert) Bohls, a granddoughter of the
founder, who later purchased the remaining 100 acres after the
death of Conrad's wife. It is now owned by Chester Bohls. (1)

BUCKERT RANCH - 1860

Four miles southwest of Victoria, Victoria County

Louis Buckert paid $1,251.5*0 for a little more than 31 acres of
land from the Jacob Klotz Estate March 30, 1860, and began
raising corn and pecans. The land then passed to his son, H- C
Buckert, and through H. C. 's wife, to their sonH A. M« Buckert.
The ranch contains approximately 26 acres of land, A. M. having
bought his brother's share in 1958. The Buckert Ranch raises
cattle, farms and harvests pecans from the many native trees on
the property. A. M„ Jr. and Marvin c^rry on the Buckert
agricultural tradition. (1)

F. CORNELIUS 5F RANCH - 1882

Two miles northeast of Midfield, Matagorda County

F. (Friedrich Caspar) Cornelius Sr. was born in Rothensee, County
Hersfeid, Germany, on December 2, 1850. He came to America in
December 1870, landing at Indianola. He stayed in Indianola until
1872. While here he learned his first English from the honorable

Rudolph Kleberg,, who was teaching school there.. He was employed
by H. Runge & Co. which handled most of the goods snipped in by
two Morgan ships twice a week, to be forwarded into the interior.

After that he went, to work for Newton Mitchell, a very good

cowman. At this time many cattle were going to Oklahoma and
Kansas, so he went to Victoria where herds were made up for the
long drive.

Qi) June 24, 187*::' F. Cornelius married Annie Downer who was
born c1ose to the mouth of the Tres Pa1acias. He con11nued

wor king on the trai 1 rides to Kansas.. I n 1882 he purchased Iand
from Shanghai Bnd John Pierce in Matagorda County. This land is
1ocated 1.8 miles nor-thea\st o + Mi dfield. Lat.er he purchased mor e

land g iv ing him appr o ;•: imate 1y 2, 100 acres in 1910.
Mrs. Corne 1 i us d ied i n .1. 894 leaving h i m wi t h seven ch i 1 dr en .

The next few years were a real struggle. Hailstorms and floods

destroyed his crops and killed many of his stock. On October 24,
1899 , f-'. C or n e 1ius m arr ied Miss L „ E. Ga in e r and the y had three
boys and one girl.. Before his death this and was divided among
his children. The bulk of the land is still owned by his descen
dants. (10)
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DUDERSTADT-BETTGE RANCH - 1855

Fifteen miles southwest of Cuero, DeWitt County

The land was purchased in 1855 by Friedri.ch Duderstadt of
Luttenrode, Germany. He was an enterprising German immigrant. A
stone mason, he built a gristmill, castor bean oil press <oil
sold for use on saddle and leather goods), cotton gin and cotton
press. He was a teamster during the; Civil War building the wagon
he used for hauling. His real estate holdings were around one
thousand acres.

He married Friederike Brandes and to this union was born

Albert Duderstadt, one of ten children (nine boys and one girl).
Albert married Caroline Diebel, daughter of Christoph Diebei and
wife, nee Katherine Schiwetz. He ranched and farmed and was also
a butcher. The meat was packed in covered wooden boxes on spring
wagons pulled by team of horses with which Albert's sons combed
the? community for meat customers. Albert, also raised and trained
horses. Caroline busied herself with Kirche, Kinder and Kuche
(church, children and kitchen). A garden was maintained for
vegetab1es amd frui ts.

Richard Duderstadt (one of seven children) was born to this

union. He married Frieda Hartman, daughter of Fred Hartman and
wife, nee Justine Sager (her father, Rev. Christoph Adam Sager,
was the founder of St. John. Ev.-Lutheran Church, Meyersvi1le, in
1851). Farming and ranching continued. Richard did also barbe-
ring. Frieda played the organ in church for 25 years. To this
union was born Ruth Duderstadt who married Chester Bettge. They
owned and operated a Hoi stein Dairy on the original land for
twenty years. Presently they farm mostly hay and improved grasses
and have a Beef master cattle herd. The cattle braxnd is 6D, the
original Duderstadt brand.

Ruth and Chester Bettge have two children, Hazel who lives in
Austin and is married to Arthur Semfoera and Richard who married

Catherine Motal and with their daughters, Lisa and Angie, live on
this ranch.

The Texas-classic two story home of Chester and Ruth Bettge
was constructed by Friedrich and Albert Duderstadt in 1880 and it

continues to serve that family. Six generations have lived here.
Four generations a.re 1iving on this acreage (247 acres) present-

iy-

DUKES HERITAGE ACRES - 1854

DeWitt County

Wilheim Heinrich Schorlemer and wife, Eva (Reinhardt) Schorlemer,
and two small children from Darmstadt, Germany, landed at
Indianola in December 1848. Three weeks after their arrival

another daughter was born at indianola. As soon as Eva was able
to travel they came to DeWitt County where they settled along
Coletto Creek. They lived there, and in March 1.854, Governor E.
M. Pease granted 2,000 acres of land to G. W. Brooks, as a part
of Headright League, by a Letter Patent No. 829, Volume 18. In
August 1854 Wilhelm Schorlemer purchased 175 acres from G. W.
Brooks which became known as their homestead. He later purchased
more land, but these original 175 acres still remain in the
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fami1y» The four'th , fifth and sixth generation now 1:i. ve on it.
Wilhelm was a tinner by trade. The land grew cotton and corn

but it was mainly used as ranchland. Wilhelm and Eva had nine
children of which six grew to maturity. At their death in 1900,
their youngest son, William Carl Schorlemer, purchased these 175
acres from his brothers and sisters. William was one of the first
breeders of registered Hereford cattle in DeWitt County. A
carpenter by trade he built many of the old homes in DeWitt and
Goliad Counties. Through his labors he was able to add over 3,000
acres to the original acreage. The land has been used for the
raising of cattle since 1912.

In 1939 Fritz W. Rabke and wife, Charlotte Schorlemer Rabke,
daughter of William, purchased these same 175 acres. After Fritz'
and Charlotte's deaths (1969), John E. Dukes and wife, Lornette
Rabke Dukes, inherited 105 of the 175 acres; Charles and Judy
Soehnge, a grandson of Fritz and Charlotte, inherited the other
seventy acres. In 1983 the Dukes deeded fifteen of their 105
acres to their only child, Wesley R. Dukes, who with his wife
Sandra and two children resides on the property.

EICHQLT-KRUSE FARM - 1866

Seven miles northwest of Brenham, Washington County

Henry Eichhoit, born August. 20, 1821, in Bracken, Germany, was
the first German to locate permanently in Washington County. He

settled there in 1846 and began working on farms, driving ox

teams and cutting hay. In 1847, he married Louise Roehling. They
purchased 500 acres and began farming. Eichhoit also operated a
grist mill during the Civil War. At first, the Eichholts lived in
a two room cabin of cedar logs with a dirt floor.. A big trunk
served as a dining table. There were three children!! Louis,
William and Louise. Louis was the next owner of the farm, then
totaling 307 acres. His daughter Meta Eichhoit Guderian became
owner of 121 acres in 1928 and raised Herefords. After her death

the farm was bought by Howard W. Kruse of Brenham. There are four
rooms with stenciI-painted wails built by the founder which are
still in use today. (3)

FIETSAM FARM - 1858

Ammansvi1le area of Fayette County

Settling on 71.5 acres to produce cotton and grains, the founders
(J. Laux, et al. of Germany) received title to the land September
27, 1858. The current owners, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold W. Fietsam,
LaGrange, have a cattle, corn and mi la operation on 58 acres
still under their management. (1)

FUCHS FARM - 1853

Two miles southeast, of Carmine, Fayette? County

Fuchs Farm was purchased by Lorenz Fuchs from Thomas D. Owing in
1853 and consisted of 242.5 acres. Lorenz Fuchs used the farm to

produce cattle, hogs, poultry, corn, cotton and hay crops. On
June 26, 1893, he sold the farm to his youngest son, Otto F„
Fuchs who continued the farming operation. August 13, 1948, Otto
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F. Fuchs' widow Elizabeth sold the farm to their oldest son, Otto
L. Flic hs- He raised cotton , corn , mi1o, hay, cattie, sh eep , hogs
and poultry until 1956 when approximately half the property or
102 acres were sold to his youngest son, Howard F. Fuchs. March
8, 1966, Otto L Fuchs sold the remaining 117 acres to his oldest
son, Otto L. Fuchs, Jr.

Of the original 242.5 acres, 219 acres ^xre owned by Otto L.
Fuchs, Jr.. and Howard F. Fuchs. The other 23.5 acres were sold to

the Texas Highway Department for right-of-ways. (1)

FUCHS FARM - 1875

Two miles east of Pflugervi1le, Travis County

At the age of three, Henry Pfluger, Jr, immigrated with his
parents, landing in Galveston in 1850. Twenty-two years alter, he
acquired 150 acres from the grant originally held by C. Spalding
and W. H. D. Carrington.He later added 161 acres for his cotton,
corn, sheep and cattle production. He erected a gin in 1880 and

was the co-owner of the first steam thrasher in the community. He
and his wife Wilheimine had ten children. Their daughter Minnie
and her husband, Emmit L. Fuchs, acquired the 311 acres in 1917
and raised corn, cotton, maize, sheep, cattle and turkeys.
Terraces and spillways were added to the property during their
onwership. Emmit and Minnie Fuchs had four children: Blanche,
Milton, Vivian and Mildred. Their daughter Vivian Johnson
presently owns 150 acres which she acquired in 1971. The foun
der's granddaughter raises cattle and maize on the land which is
worked by her nephew, Lanier Bohls. The original Pfluger home

with its fireplace is still st.anding.
The Fuchs other daughter Mildred and her husband, Warren

Smith, acquired 161 acres in 1971. They own 100 acres in addition
ta thai: par- ce1 an d ra ise corn , maize and cattle.

HENRY GR0PPE FARM ~ 1883

Three miles south of West, McLennan County

August Groppe, Sr. was born in Hanover (Ver1iehausen), Germany,
in 1840. He arrived in the United States via New York and found

his way to St. Louis, where he lived for five years, working for
Buck's Stove Co. In 1872, he headed south to Waco, Texas, where
he found employment for two years, driving the horse-drawn buggy
of a Dr. McGregor. During this time, he learned o-f the
availability of University land in McLennan County near the town
of West. In 1874., he paid $2.50 an acre for 160 acres located
about three miles south of West. He was so successful that he was

able to buy more land. His next land purchase was an adjoining
tract of 80 acres which he bought from W. W. Wood. In 1883 he
paid James Magness $800 for a second 80 &c.r<~> tract which adjoined
h is or ig irial hoi d ing s. August purchased a th ird 80 acre ad joi n ing
tract for $500 from 0. W. Rice in 1886. In 1894 August bought his

final tract, which gave him a total holding of 480 acres.
August married Elizabeth Blame in 1874. They lived for a time

in a log cabin on the 160 acres for which he was granted the
or igina1 1e11er paten t an d eventua11y built a comfortable two-
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1988 SAENGERFEST OF THE DEUTSCH TEXANISCHER SAENGERBUND

Members of the Houston Saengerbund Damenchor invite you to help them celebrate their 50th
Anniversary on Saturday and Sunday, April 30-May 1, 1988, at which time they will host the 42nd
Saengerfest (since the end of World War ID of the Deutsch Texanischer Saengerbund at the Westin Galleria
Hotel in Houston.

The celebration will include a dance on Saturday night, April 30, featuring a full dance band which
will play a variety of music to satisfy old and young alike. At the concert on Sunday afternoon, May 2, all
of the member choirs will perform solo numbers as well as join together in song.

The origin of this festival of German song in Texas dates back to October 15-16, 1853, when the first
Texas Saengerfest was held in New Braunfels. Singers from San Antonio, Austin, and Sisterdale battled
bad weather and worse roads as they traveled by horse and wagon to the host city to sing their beloved
songs and to "dance 'til dawn." The following year on May 14-16, 1854, the second festival was held in San
Antonio, and the State Singers' League (Deutsch Texanischer Saengerbund) was officially born.

Three times in its history, war has interrupted the Bund's celebrations. Before the Civil War (1861-
1865), Germans in many parts of the state had gone on record as opposing capital punishment and slavery;
thus, during the war, many German activities were often officially suspended, many times as a form of
punishment. However, in the 1870's, the clubs were re-activated and the Saengerfests revived. Again,
during World War I, activities largely ceased, but on May 22, 1921, the song festivals came to life once
more. The depression of the 1930's, although creating many hardships, did not discourage the love of
holding the songfests when possible, and it was not until the outbreak of World War II that once more
activities were curtailed. In 1946, until the present, however, the annual Saengertag has brought together
singers to lift their voices in song and often to "dance 'til dawn."

Singing is a joyous pastime, and it is hoped that this vital form of German cultural activity will
continue for many years and that a love of song will attract new members to all the choirs:

Name of Choir Year Organized

Beethoven Maennerchor, San Antonio February 23, 1867

Dallas Frohsinn March 25, 1877

Austin Saengerrunde February 9, 1879

Houston Saengerbund October 6, 1883

San Antonio Liederkranz July 12, 1892

Hermann Soehne Gemischter Chor,
San Antonio October 13, 1920

Houston Liederkranz January 15, 1925

Beethoven Damenchor, San Antonio March 22, 1932

Houston Saengerbund Damenchor June 3, 1938

Austin Saengerrunde Damenchor February 9, 1959

In 1988, a new choir will join the others. Under the direction of Richard McGinty, the Houston
Saengerbund Gemischter Chor will appear at the Saengerfest for the first time.

For more information regarding the 1988 Saengerfest, please contact Flora von Roeder, Secretary,
Houston Saengerbund Ladies Auxiliary, 2515 Shakespeare #2, Houston, TX 77030.
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GERMAN GULF COAST ASSOCIATION /^
Deutscher Gulf Coast Verband

GERMAN FEST OF HOUSTON

April 8, 9, 10 in 1988 are dates one should mark on
the calendar. The second annual German Fest of Houston will be
held at the Adam's Mark Hotel in the Westheimer area. The

purpose of this festival is to unite the community and to
broaden the public's view of German heritage, culture, art,
business, etc., and to have fun. The German Gulf Coast
Association, sponsoring this event, is a non-profit
organization, and all proceeds will be used for the next
festivities;

Opening the weekend celebration on Friday, April 8,
will be the renowned "Mainzer Hofsanger" direct from Germany,
who have presented extraordinary vocal performances for over
sixty years. The variety of the program will astonish you.
The evening will probably close with their famous song, "So ein
Tag, so wunderschom wie heute."

Saturday will feature a variety of performances,
exhibits and a gala dinner. Sunday is reserved for a family
outing with soccer games and children's entertainment.

Anyone interested in participating is asked to contact
the following telephone numbers in the 713 area code:
468-7666, 356-3260 or 328-1634.

A more detailed schedule will be forthcoming in the
next issue. Hope you will join us.

Hope you will join us!

L~ '/U (L. \J ^^9 /Cis^"
Erika Teske

5100 Ella Blvd., Houston. Texas 77018

(713) 328-3168 Heinz Behrend

(713) 880-8868 Hans Boentgen

(713) 680-3841 Cerd Hippe
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NEW bUUK

RiCHi_AND COMMUNITY (TRAVIS COUNTYJ

rt history commemoratinq trie llOth arimversarv of bt. Jonn* S
United Church of Christ tBerman tvanqei,icai Lutheran) ir.

June, 1'^tJtJ.

mcl ud 1 no

berman history preceedinq, the settlement of tne Richland

Cornmum t v.

jbackgrouna of the berman lanquaae used an tne area.

yett lenient of Riehiand.

Snort Histories of over- ,50 pioneer families in tne Richland

C ofii m u n 11 v a r e a. wit ri s ke t ci"i e s o f o t h e r s.

b: . JUHiV b CHuRCrJ

fHfc Cfc.Lt STORE

» He. b 1IM

iHt fc*L.HCKSmlTH br-.Ui--

"I He-. bW,_UGiv

Photographs & sketches of the area and of some of the earlv

sect lens.

oDeciai: "Memories of Richiand" by Hildeqard Steaer Bebert.

shis is a non profit endeavor. if tnere is money leftover
after Dubi.ica.tion and maiiinq, it wiii be donated to Bt.

John Church.

ORDER NOW -•• and pick ud your copy (or- copies J at the
hieniand uhurcn anniversary. If vo u are unad1e to at;tena,

we wiii mail your order to you, oostoaia-

siu. u;.'

Mane checks payable to: Freoericka Ricnter—DeBerry
io&3 Kern perton Dr iv«

h o u s t o n „ T .«; / i o 6 £

NOTE: ihere will Pe one printmq only and we must have your
order no later tnan JAnuhRY i, l'^bb. Order navi and order

extra copies tor vour family.

Lisa Ka^n
DLcrjterLn
Block ^atte

ftound Top/Texas US#

THE BOARD OF THE GERMAN-

TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

WILL HOLD AN OFFICIAL

MEETING ON SATURDAY,
JANUARY 9, 1988 IN

SAN ANTONIO. IF YOU

HAVE QUESTIONS,
SUGGESTIONS, NEW

IDEAS, ETC., PLEASE

CONTACT A MEMBER OF

THE BOARD.
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MUSEUM ; OF *TEXAS

/s?

Handmade • furniture

1370 Church Hill Drive • New Braunfels, Texas 78130 • 512/629-6504

TM ings and cabinet maker tools
used bv earlv settlers of Texas.

he Museum also features a log
cabin display of home furnish

Beginning in 1845 many German immi
grant cabinet makers settled in the Hill
Country of Texas Men like Tietze,

Seholl. Jahn. Evensburger and Stautzenberger
were skilled furniture makers who lefl Iheir
marks on the area, if not always on their furni-
lure pieces. Over 75 original furniture items
handmade in Texas dating from the mid-19th
century to iht late I860's form the central locus
of this unique Museum. Scores of rare home
accessories, Mich as English Ironstone are also a
pan of this toilet tion. All are on display in Ihe
Breustedl Hair aTcxa" his tone landmark
buih in 18SS

Typical One Room Family
Home Unusual hidr neat

walnut chairs inforeground
an trained Willi *nuan

nn nil" rs

The Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday - 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sunday - 1:00 P.M. to 4:00P.M. from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
From Labor Day through Memorial Day the Museum is open from
1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. Tour groups are taken on appointment.
Admission is $2.00 per adult and $1.00 for children under 12.
For more information, contact the Museum.
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LEAVE YOUR DEUTSCHE MARK
(Estate Planning for Germans)

By Rodney C. Koenig

We have just finished a marvelous convention of the German-Texan
Heritage Society in Galveston, Texas. The fellowship was superb, the
information learned and German heritage revealed was fantastic. I was
especially pleased to learn of Captain Julius W. Jockusch, Jr.'s German
connection. While I have known of Captain Jockusch through Navy circles,
I was not aware of his important connection with our German forebearers.
Likewise, the various presentations made on Galveston, the German archi
tecture of Galveston (by Evangeline Loessin Whorton, whose Loessin
ancestors owned the farm on which I was born), and others rekindled my
commitment to never let our German heritage die.

As a very practical aside, one item that we should all consider
very seriously is leaving our mark, hopefully our German mark, on this
community of ours in Texas after we have died. While many of us work
diligently on various projects, such as the Texas German Registry or the
reprinting of books concerning our German heritage, after we are gone, we
need to decide whether we will leave a portion of our worldly goods to
help in worthy projects that we supported during our lifetimes. Accord
ingly, we should all consider in our estate planning the possibility of
leaving a portion or all of our estate to various organizations, such as
the German-Texan Heritage Society, to further their goals. We all have
favorite universities, churches, institutes, singing clubs and other
organizations we might wish to benefit. In addition to the German-Texan
Heritage Society, another one of such groups would likely be the
Institute of Texas German Studies, recently created at the University
of Houston and chaired by Dr. Ted Gish. This Institute focuses on German
Texans and is one of the worthy Texas German groups directly affiliated
with a major university. Other universities are closely related to the
German-Texan Heritage Society as well. One can quickly look through our
officers, committee chairpersons and directors to see affiliations with
most of the universities in Texas having German departments.

If we decide we do want to leave our mark on this earth, then
action must be taken. Hopefully, we will make a Will that leaves a per
centage of our estate to one of the universities for the study of Texas
Germans. We might instead leave a specific dollar amount. Other possi
bilities would be that of creating a scholarship fund or professorship to
honor an ancestor having Texas German roots. What better way to honor
and perpetuate the memory of a German-Texan ancestor than to create a
chair or scholarship fund in his or her name to assist others to learn of
our Texas German heritage.

For individuals with substantial estates, charitable lead trusts
could be created or charitable remainder unitrusts or annuity trusts
could be created to fund a gift. Your attorney would need to assist in
this. Fairly simple arrangements for gifts might be the designation of a
favorite German charity, such as the German-Texan Heritage Society, as
the beneficiary of a life insurance policy or the beneficiary of an indi
vidual retirement account. Another relatively easy way to make a gift is
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to deed a piece of real property to a qualified charity, thereby obtain
ing an immediate income tax deduction. If the donor lives in a home or
on a farm and desires to continue living in such home or farm until such
person's death, a current income tax deduction could be obtained if the
home or farm is immediately deeded to the charity, retaining a life
estate (the right to live there rent free) in the property.

Finally, a major contribution could be the creation of a private
foundation whose primary purpose was to further Texas German studies and
Texas German heritage. Ideally, trustees for such foundation would be
associated with a university or have German interests and the income from
such foundation would be used on an annual basis to encourage German
studies and to encourage scholarship in the various areas that the dece
dent has an interest.

Even if you desire to provide abundantly for your family
initially, which is a natural inclination, you might desire to leave five
to ten percent of your estate to a favorite German cause. Alternatively,
you might desire (if your children or spouse inadvertantly die before you
do) to leave all of your estate as a contingent gift to a foundation
(which you could create in your own Will) to further German Texan
causes. For example, your gift could be one which would be used in per
petuity and which would encourage scholarship visits from German students
to Texas and visits from Texas German students to Germany. Alterna
tively, you could create a chair at your favorite university to perpe
tually leave your German Mark and your own German name for generations to
come. An annual lectureship is another possible creation that could
likely be done for smaller amounts of money than creating a full
professorship.

It is my desire to see the positive virtues of being a Texas
German emphasized at our institutes, such as the Institute of Texas
German Studies at the University of Houston or at the various German
departments throughout the state. If you do absolutely nothing, then
nothing will be accomplished. Hence, if you desire to leave your German
mark on Texas, consider leaving some of your financial resources to
further these positive German attributes as a memorial after you are
gone. You will obtain a tax deduction from Uncle Sam and a Danke Schon
from all Texas Germans.

(Rodney C. Koenig is a Patron Member of the German-Texan Heritage
Society, is a Director and Singing Chairman of the Houston

Saengerbund and a Director of the German Gulf Coast Association.

He is a Partner in the Houston based law firm of Fulbright &

Jaworski and is Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate

Law. He lectures widely on Estate Planning and taxation, most

'.'recently at the 1987 State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning

and Probate Course. He is the Texas chairperson of Planned Giving for the

American Heart Association. He is a past President of the Houston Navy League.

and serves as an advisor to the Institute of Texas German Studies at the

University of Houston.
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1987 HERITAGE FESTIVAL TOUR

FAYETTEVILLE

N M

'0|».. |u. Tu. tH, .li ** [....iUlr

IDSTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING BUILDING: I
1985.

WELCOME HALL bull u, 1B8I in W.lcom*.T..... mov.d Iolb» .... .n lb. Mr!} 1980
RAEKEHOUSE: built cm. 1850 foe Jobn Si*p... fu« Pmummh of InduHry, mov*d io ib
ERNSTMEMORIAL PARK INDUSTRY& ERNST HISTORICAL MARKERS
DR. ALFREDHACKF1ELD OFFICE: budi in 1938.mo»*d .o ib.. .i.. in ib, 1970S.
STONE POSTOFFICE BUILDING: mA) Po.i Office <. 1838 on orUml
INDUSrRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH & CEMETERY:

HI ind.p*nd.m church .inc. 1847. buildingcon.l.ucled in 1S67
PILGRIM'S RESTCEMETERY: com.in. gr.v. •Iio of nity Mttltn
UNDEMANN STORE HISTORICAL MARKER
KAUTZ HOUSE: buill in 1924. mov.d Io ibi. .il« in 1946.
7ASKODA BLACKSMITH SHOP: buili «. 1913. on ib. orifiml
KNOLLE HOUSE: buill on l.nd in KnolU pcm.«ion .inc. 1850.
INDUSTRY BRETHREN CHURCH & CEMETERY: congr.u.iio
CHERRY CHAPELUNITED METHODISTCHURCH: nnr*«Mion uubluhtd
FISQIES ROADSIDE PARK FORDTRAN HISTORICAL MARKER
INDUSTRY SCHOOL AUSTIN COUNTY HISTORICAL MARKER
EARLYSITE OF INDUSTRY STATE BANK: nublaUJ in 1911.ib., bulldm*.
WEIGE STORE: bu.ll in 1888 on otigin.1 «*.
ASSMANN'S CAFE: budding d.i« io c. 1890. •
SCHRAMM HOUSE: bulk ... 1965, by C. C K,
SCHRAMM (JIN: ,«.bl,.b,d in 1857 fo. F. G K
IMMACUL/\TECONCEPHON CATHOLICCHURCII<> CEMETERY

d.ic io 1970.

1921, pn

TO

/\ f BRENHAM

MILL CREEK

1 hi« brochure sponsored by tlic Industry

West End Historical Society. compiled
specifically [or trie 1987 Heritage Festival.

Printed by The New Ulm Enterprise

HIGHWAY 15?

_MAIN ST

s

TO

BELLVILLE

,„lv „rd ., Co iw S.o„. mowJ io ibi.

UlhtJ ., • M.lbodu. CoitKHJt>U< • 1854. »bt>d I

bb.brd in 18(4). lb,, hi
I860.lb.

Wins
b.,,l.l,l.U.U.,

<*d ,n

imlcd

1968.

t. 1930.

•A.

B.

•C

d.&e.

• D.

.E.

•F.

G.

II

•I.

J.
K.

L.

M

N.
O.

P.

•Q
R

S.

T.

u.

tmd io .1. c in 1976. I,.< ,»,v,d .
<h. .ord •< T'»fd heme .nd boirl i
•oil*. nrwtnihuUding n. 1910.

I"*!"'"

1891

1957

[ wo,I., vduc

„bbd..,l in 1872. |»

THE KAUTZ HOUSE

This house was built in 1924 on the Otto

Kautz familyfarm two miles westof town. Fire
destroyed the family's earlier home and Otto
Kautz with the help of neighbors rebuilt this

structure in 66 days.

In 1946 Kautz's widow, Pauline, and

daughter, Ella, had the home moved to
Industry to this present site. Electricity and
butane gas were added at this time.

The home is presently owned by grandson,
James Lindemann. It depicts life in the Kautz
Home ca. 1925 with all authentic and original

furnishings including an extensive collectionof
handmade fiber items created by Pauline
Hcinsohn Kautz and family members.

A comprehensive history of Industry, Texas
was published hy the Industry-West End
Historical Society in 1986. The hook entitled
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS OF

INDUSTRY. TEXAS 1831-1986, is avail

able from the Historical Society, P. O. Box
55, Industry, Texas 78944 at $12.50 each

[plus $1.00 handling], total $13.50.

This store building began as a general store

in 1888 by Runkin and Hennings. The
business existed in the town for 85 years, and

manyof those years it was under the ownership
of the Weige family. It became the property of
F. A. Weige in 1894, in 1908 a brother A. L.

Weige purchased and oper.•• I the store. The

business closed in 1973, bill ... structure still
remains in the ownership of A. L. Weige

grandchildren and functions as a storage

building today.

/5T-

INDUSTRY-WEST END
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEETING BUILDING

This building was constructed in 1921 and
operated as a Cooperative Store until I960.
The structure became the Industry-West End

Historical Meeting Building in 1985 when

Lindemann Store gave the building to the

Historical Society and Mr. and Mrs. Milton
Huebner moved and restored it.

The Historical Society was founded when a

group of citizens interested in preserving the
area's heritage organized and on September 8,
1985 the Industry-West End Historical
Society became a Texas State chartered
Historical Society. The Society meets in this
building on the second Sunday of the month
at 2 p.m. and focuses on topics of local
heritage, preservation and conservation.

Temporary exhibits designed for specific
events are shown during special Historical
Society Openings of this building.

THE METHODIST
CHURCH

This sanctuary was dedicated inNovember,
1867. The structure received a Texas State
Historical Marker one century later in 1967.

In 1978 the building was moved to its
present location. Worshipservices were held in
this structure for 90 years. From 1957 until
1978 the building served as the church
Fellowship Hall. During the Sesquicentennial
Celebration the historic building housed an
impressivepictorial historyof the church which
is intended as a permanent and ongoing
feature.
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PLACE

DATE

SPONSORED BY

WANTED

- Mainz (West Germany) City Library

- June . 1988

- Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz
as part of a student exchange between
the University of Houston and the
University of Mainz

- documents, photos, posters illustrating
the old and new links between the
Rhineland-Palatinate and Texas in general
as well as between Old Mainz and (New)
Mentz in particular

such as

books, children's books, marriage and baptism
certificates, photos of old homes, churches,
and Texas-German life in general, family
correspondence between the Texas immigrants
and their families in Germany

- Prof. Dr. Hans Galinsky „
Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz
Postfach 3980 Welderweg 18
D-6500 Mainz
WEST GERMANY
Home phone: 06.131-34279

CONTACT
(for inquiries)

(for mailing
exhibits)

Frau Bibliotheks-Direktorin
Geesche Wellmer-Brennecke
Stadtbibliothek. Rhein-Allee
D-6500 Mainz
WEST GERMANY
Office phone: 06131-12 26 49

3B

1U CiAm(p«;>T>71q5 7
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in
OLDEST CITY WALL IN NORTHERN EUROPE DISCOVERED IN HILDESHEIM

The Bemvard Wall, one of the most elaborate city fortifications of the early Middle
Ages north of the Alps, vas discovered recently near the cathedral courtyard in Hildea-
heia (Lover Saxony). The vail vas built about 1001 during the time of Bishop Bemvard
(993-1022) and is considered the oldest city vail in northern Europe. Karl Bernhard
Kruse, a spokesman for the Institute for Historic Preservation, said last Thursday
(November 6) during a presentation of the excavations that the five-to-six-meter-high
vail surrounded the cathedral citadel at the time of its construction. The discovery
could be considered the most important find of this type in recent years, Kruse de
clared.

3 H-m. ,den 22.9.1997

H.Schuppm°nn

Treptowweg 4-9

D-3 H«nnover 1

Sehr geehrte Frau Mathis El-Beheri!

Dare Adresse habe ich »us der Norddeutscgen Familienkunde.

Konnen Sie mir bitte behilflich sein,meine Familienkundlichen

Forschungen zu vertfollstandigen?

So f«nd ich im "Deutsche Biirgerlichen Geachlechterbuch*Bd.15:

Seite 71+72:"b.Bflqrio Sflagd°lene Karoline Hildeg^rd.geb.Langselbold

22.2.1393|heirotet Sioux F»lls 1o.7*1913 Gust»v Schupm«»nn,geb.?

8.1.1982,+4-.1919,P«stor u.Prof.d.Theologie(Clayton and Woodsmill

ROads,Chesterfield,Mo.,USA).

Die Maris Magd.Kar.Hildeg.wor eine Tochter des Friedrich Louis K«>rl

Br°uchitsch.

Interssieren tutvmich »»llerdings vor alien Dingen. der Namenstrager

SchupnT>nn.l

iaitschuidigung:Die vorigen Angaben sind pus dem Adligen Geschlech-

terbuch,also nicht "»us DGB.

ADer bus dem DGB Oder °ud dem Adligen Geechiechterb.sind auch noch

diese Angaben,die sich nit den ersten z\x wideraprecLen scheinen,

namlichi"Bd.71,Seite 7o:,,M»ris Magd»lene K»roline Hildegord,geb.

L°ngenselbold 22.2.1893; natiirlich Br«»uchitsch!

heir.Lincoln,Nebrpsk«,USA,1o.7.1913 Gustav Schupmann,geb?,Texas,

14.2.189P.+ St.Louis,Missouri,28.11.i960,Pastor

(3o6 P«rkfield Terrace,Manchester,Missouri 63o11,USA).

Natiirlich sind die Angaben ^iderspruchlivh.

Sind Sie in der Lage die Widerspriiche aufzuklaren?

Woher kam dieser SchupmannlWo bus Europ«?Welcher Geburts-und A'ohn-'H

ort?Wer "oren seine•Eltern und Nachkommen?Leben diese heute noch und

"O?fforum der unterschiedliche Heiratsort,Todesort und Datum,sowie

Berufs°ngabe?

Natiirlich v.erde ich Ihre Semuhungen bezahlen,Konnen Sie Fotokopien

machen?

D»nn noch eine Bitte!

Alle Militarangehorige sollen in den Military Service ^cordCNNCC)

National Archives GSA,#ashington,D.C.2o 4o8 erf»sst sein.

Konnten Sie es enndglichentd«d alle Schup(p)mann,Schop(p)manii und

Schubmann , sowie Bieck ,fiir oich herausgesucht werden konnen?

Das betrifft natiirlich auch und besonders alle «ms der Vergangenhe
Vielen Dank fur Ihre Bemiihungen im Vorrausl a a

Mit freundlichen GriiBen.. , QjO^fW^
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GERMAN HERITAGE FOR NICKELS AND DIMES

By Helga von Schweinitz
CmrTi

?
-%/>•

It's not depression glass I hunt for at estate sales. Pre-Columbian
first editions are not what I hope to discover in our local Goodwill store
and in the Salvation Army thrift shop. I am propelled to bargain centers
by a rare affliction: I collect books and magazines related to the
German-American heritage, most of them in German. They might have been
one of the few tangible links to the culture an immigrant family came
from? other books were once helping in the teaching of German? and then
there were publications designed to fortify the reader of German in his
moral standards and in his quest for a Christian and healthy (!) life
style.

And what an amusing collection I have built up!
Being a teacher of German and in perpetual search of new material

started out with old school books. My absolute favorite was published
1887 under the title "Classic German Course". There is not a single
German word in that book. And we think we are too easy on today's
students. "Beginners' German", 1933, accommodates the student by
completely ignoring the "du", the pronoun used when talking to friends,
family, God, animals and children. This way it eliminates all the
problems with the verb forms after "du".

A surprise must have been the false promise implied by the title "The
Easiest German Reading for Learners Young or Old", 1898, when on the first
pages one finds such meaningful phrases as "...meine schwarze Henne, die
legt Eier fur Herren (...my little black hen, it lays eggs for gentlemen)"
and "Braucht ein Hund eine Peru'cke? (Does a dog need a wig?)". It does
make me wonder about educators in those days.

Compared to today's dialogs like "Guten Tag, wo ist der Bahnhof?
(Good day, where is the station?)", the old books testify to a more
pastoral time with "Hans trieb seine Kuh ruhig vor sich her (John drove
his cow quietly in front of himself)", and to a more illustrious era in
grammar excercises on The Absolute Accusative: "Der Kaiser sitzt im
Untersberg, die goldene Krone auf dem Haupte (The Kaiser is sitting in the
Untersberg, the golden crown on his head)".

?lbU*£rUftrt<fcil ber Htnie riicfliiiit>. {[>)
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"German Composition", 1909, startled me with the title of one of its
short stories written in English: "The Babes in the Woods." Aha! I
thought, finally an edifying piece of immorality among all these pages
dripping with righteousness - and I was not disappointed: Two rich,
orphaned children were taken into the forest to be killed so that their
uncle could inherit their wealth. However, the hired killer changed his
mind and left the babes in the woods where they died -slowly and
painfully- from starvation. What was the lesson to be learned from that?

The American textbook publishers obviously had no problem with the
change from the Kaiser to the Third Reich. Just the other day, while the
news media had a feast because the White House had hired a man who had at
the age of ten been a member of the Hitler Youth, our Goodwill store sold
me "German, Book One", 1938, with a drawing of two boys in Hitler Youth
uniform striding cheerfully across the cover.

Political adjustability is reflected even more drastically in my
garage sale trophy "Perspectiven I", printed in 1975 by Madison
Collective. It teaches German history and grammar according to the
communist persuasion: Fred, an American student on vacation in East
Berlin, demonstrates his capitalistic ways to Susan, who is impressed by
what she has seen of socialism. "We American men are much stronger than
the guys in the DDR, who can't even get Playboy," says Fred and puts hi
hand on her leg. "Nein, Fred, nicht beim Frtihstuck (No, Fred, not at
breakfast)," snaps Susan, because first she wants to learn more about
socialism.

I don't judge a book by its cover,
of course, but I sure buy them for their
outside looks. Fritz Reuter, ever so
popular with the immigrants because he
wrote in one of their north German
dialects, has his bust on my edition of
his works in solid gold. I am very
partial to gold, anyhow. I have an
1887 copy of "Deutsche Dichtung"
(German Literature) with such fine golden
lines making the most exquisite pattern on
the cover, and the pages are gilded - it
would be a shame to read it.

Illustrations and pictures have a
soft spot in my heart. Some are so
unique or beautiful, they are just begging to be framed. Why not? "That
is a crime too often committed by the illiterate collector," said a book
dealer to me in horror, when I explained to him how 1 would frame a page
of the "Gartenlaube" magazine.

Another book I bought for its cover aroused my interest not only by
its gold but by the fact that the title was on its back. A bookbinder
mistake, I thought, surely a rare find. It wasn't until I got home and
had found my reading glasses that I realized that the book, "Israels
Gebete", printed in 1902 in Mainz, was a collection of prayers in Hebrew
with their German translation on the opposite pages. In the Hebrew manner
it has to be read starting at the end. Since so many Jewish books in
Germany were destroyed during Hitler's reign I treasure this copy as a
rare survivor.
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Amazing is the large number of health and fitness books that survived
their owners, almost all of them imported from Germany. Their serious
illustrations make them so much funnier than Jane Fonda's video tapes.
There is the muscular gentleman, his pin-striped trousers secured by
suspenders, his Kaiser Wilhelm moustache pointing in the proper political
direction. He is doing his daily regiment of excerscises for mind, body
and fatherland. The instructional sketches on these pages were copied
from a book by Sebastian Kneipp, a Catholic priest and the apostle of a
German fitness craze of years long gone. The "Kneipp Kur", however, with
its alternating hot and cold water treatment, is to this day a favorite
torture in German spas. ••.. '" '" *"

Some of my bargain books actually have to
be read to be appreciated or to be banned from J^ _
husbands' eyes, like, for example, the innocent *HH
looking "Ehestandsbuchlein" (On Marriage) which
grandfather was supposed to read before he entered [' •;/
the state of holy matrimony: The most important
quality to look for in a bride, it says in there,
is her capacity to obey. If she talks back to her r; •'..•:
father she'll be quarrelsome for the rest of her *;•.,.
life. Don't marry her. A wife must not insult ;'••.,*•
the Lord's order of the world by feeling hurt :••'•]•..
when her husband unjustly punishes her. As *V.r.".-.
everybody knows, his bad mood and evil temper
are most likely brought about by her constant nagging. A'

Most novels and novellas I found were printed in America and have an
obvious moral or religious message. If the hero is not the local pastor,
there is at least a monk or some other man of the cloth to lead the virgin
on the righteous path. According to the illustrations in "Am Altar" (At
the Altar), a love story, the virtuous maiden never even looks a man in
the face, she is always embarrassed, from page to page, even when a monk
she knows just happens to come around the corner as she walks along a
lonesome mountain path.

While the English speaking Miss Evelyn had the likes of "Lady
Chatterley's Lover" for her clandestine reading pleasure, Fraulein Johanna
in Fredericksburg was stuck with
magazines and books touting Gehorsamkeit
(obedience), Tugend (virtue) and
Frauenfleiss (woman's enjoyment of endless
work). Is it surprising then that Johanna ..
learned English in a hurry? With all their .,;-"
moralizing and pontificating these books might
have given their writers more pleasure than their
readers - until now, when people like me (and you?)
can enjoy them with slightly bemused curiosity as part
of our history and heritage.

jS3»
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An excerpt from a letter written by men who had emigrated to the United States and wanted their
wives to join them.
Sent to Marion Freeman, Houston, Texas, from Mr. Alfred Mayer of Ormefsheim, Germany. It was
found in the archives of Speyer, Germany. Translated by Ruth Kosieracki of Houston, Texas.

St. Marie

February 19, 1840
Dear Wives ~,
We wish to send you a Power of Attorney in order that you can sell everything which is ours
and yours and start the journey to North America as soon as possible, as we did about 4 years
ago. We are tired of being separated from you for such a long time.
We are of the opinion that you should sell everything immediately and give away what you cannot
sell so that there will not be any further delay. Try to get to HAVER by April and come to New
Orleans, because from there you can travel the fastest and safest. Book for EWENSW1LL right
from the start if you should plan to go to New Orleans. In any case, one of us will come and
meet you at whichever place you arrive.
Do not take much clothes, only what you absolutely need, because it could get ruined at sea
and there is plenty to be gotten here. Travel as light as possible.
Do the following with food stuff:
Fix cut noodles from white flour and eggs; they are very good; also dried prunes and dried pears
as much as you can pack; potatoes, white flour and whatever else for cooking, onions, vinegar,
let-out (melted) butter. Prepare it all at home. Also, buy smoked hame at home, because in
HAVER everything is more expensive but not as good.
You can take along other food, but only something which can be cooked quickly and is easy to
eat. Fatty items are not good.
Write to us as soon as you receive the letter and the money.
I wish for my sister Katharina to come with you, and Johann Schackman wants his mother, sister
and brother-in-law to sell all of their belonging and come also.
After you receive the money, divide it between yourselves and pay the notary for auctioning
off the land so that you can come as soon as possible. Send us word from HAVER with the name
of the ship you are travelling on. Make sure that you book on a 3-mast ship.
In case you engage a waggoner tell him that he should load and weigh your belongings in
MERLEBACH. (Note: This is the first place at the border of France). However, if you can manage
to load everything on Johann's wagon for the trip to HAVER, then do so. Bring the wagon with
you to America. Should you be unable to bring it in one piece then break it apart and bring
the axle and "naben (?)" Should you decide to buy a horse make sure you buy a nice and heavy
one, because a poor horse is worthless in HAVER; on the other hand you will receive more than
what you paid for a good one.
We shall close this letter and send all of you our best, also our relatives and friends. We are
waiting for your reply and for a happy reunion.
The address: J. Piquet, Jasper County Balthasar Bauer

St. Marie of Illinois, North Amerique George Schackman
via Vincennes Johann Schackmann

(Written crosswise on the last page):
A man for whom one should have pity and whose name is Johann Schackmann could be helped by a
nice looking girl, with a face as round as an apple and as sweet as a lamb, with a nice figure
and legs, who possesses not only silver pennies but whole coins (Thaler).
The letter varries the following post marks;
St. Marie, Illinois February 23
New York March 11

LeHavre April 17 "prtf/Vl '-
Paris April 18
Forbach April 19 (where the letter was addressed to) M . ., _

r Marion M. Freeman

vMrs. J. H. Freeman)

2163 Swift

Houston, TX 77030
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Traditional sweet German wines
changingimage, becoming drier

The new buzz word in German
vtjne is "trocken" or "dry." After a
week In several of Germany's major
wine growing regions I can safely
say that if you are not drinking their
new trocken style wines, you could
get as dry as any flower bed after a
ufatcrless week in the Texas sun.
n Traditionally German wines have

ranged fromsightlysweetandfruity
te extremely sweet Even their qual
ity gradations are based upon the

iMJgar content In the grape at the
*Qfe£ of harvest, with tbe highest
ifragsr relating to the highestquality.
"-"These quality designations corre-
-spond to the degree of ripeness of the
grapes and are expressed in degrees
Ochsle. One degree of Ochsle
equates to one gram of pure alcohol
per liter after fermentation.

"tO percent alcohol
- .To get this back to something that
eren I can understand, 80 degrees
Ochsle equals 80 grams per liter of
•alcohol or about 10 percent by vol
ume of alcohol. Most American
wines run in the range of 11 percent
hi 13.5 percent of alcohoL

The quality designations In u-
-c-cpdlng order are: QBA
"(Qualitatsweln bestlmmtor
Anbaugeblete). Kablnett (reserve),
Spatlese (late harvest), Auslese (se-
lected bunches of grapes),

, Beerenauslese (selected individual
grapes) and Trockenbeerenauslese
(•elected Individual berries that
tOft* become dried).
N.Thesugar content on these range,

rjtpectlvely, from 50 to 150degrees
Ochsle. These equate to potentialal
cohol contents of from 6 percent to

-•over 20 percent by volume, although
alcohol contents of over 16 percent
are seldom reached by fermentation.

' • The traditional sweetness of Ger
man wines is not an accident, ac-

^oording to Dr. Franz Werner Michel,
co-director of the German Wine In
stitute.
•I"After the last war, Germans
were very much interested in sweet

Bill Stephens

• • Now (it has become) very fashionable
for Germans to drink dry wine. J J

— Dr. Franz Werner Michel

things," said Dr. Michel at a dinner
given at Schloss Johannlsberg's Burg
Schanenstein Restaurant, **o the
wine Industry made their wines to
suit that taste."

Gone forever
But those days are gone forever,

apparently. "German wine writers
made such a fuss about dry wine that
it is now very fashionable for Ger
mans to drink dry wine," said Michel,
"consequently, moat of our produc
tion is going toward the trocken
wines."

Tbe Jury is still out on the question
of whether or not this • good for the
overall German wine picture. Both
Dr. Michel and the managing direc
tor of Schloss Jobannlsberg had ree-
ervatioaa that stemmed from the
feeling that the export market might
become confused If the style of Ger
man w4n» awro tn mMttlf r*iMnS*

In my opinion, the trocken wines
as they exist might experience some
marketing resistance in the United
States due to their style. Almost
across the board, the trocken wines
are stylistically much thinner, leas
rounded and leas balanced with fcrutt
than similar wine styles with which
Americans are familiar.

There Is probably a good technical
reason for this. Historically, the Ger

mans have achieved their residual
sweetness by the use of a process
called "sweet reserve." Simply
stated, they ferment the wine to
complete dryness, filter out the
yeast, then add back unfermented
grape Juice in quantities of up to 10
percent by volume, thereby adding
sugar and the fresh fruit flavors of
the Juice.

rTuiffrteea {tone

In • trocken wine, they ferment
the wine to dryness and that's It.
They can no longer rely on the fresh
grape juice to add tbe fruitlness re
quired to offset the high add in the
wine. The keytooes and esters that
create fruit flavors are not available
after fermentation In sufficient quan
tity to accomplish this.

So how do you solve this? The Uni
versity of California at Davis devel
oped a technique using very cold,
slow fermentations which leave the
existing keytones and esters intact,
thereby acaimpUshing a balance be
tween (rait and the residual add.

But the German wtoemakers with
which I discussed this problem
seemed reluctant to even discuss the
matter —partly, I am sure, because

'the*- wines are bow well received In
'their coantry, and a fruitier wine

may be perceived by the public to
again be sweet

The problem as I perceive it
seemed to exist much more in the
Rheingau and Rhetopfalz regions
than in the other wine regions we vis
ited. As an example, the Sylvaner
Trocker wines of the Rhelnhessen
Region were across the board much
more in balance than tbe Riesling
Trockens from other regions. The
nature of this grape is a much softer,
rounded character, and this seems to
carry over into the trocken wines.

There is in fact, a generic label
which will be introduced into this
country, "RS Rhelnhessen Sylvaner
Trocken," which I predirt will be
successful in our market due to its
overall balance and roundness.

Farther south in the Wurttemberg
region we regularly found Riesling
trocken wines with good fruit bal
ance, but these are sucked up by the
locals and will probably not reach
our shores.

Trockens with food
As we were led from bounteous

feasts to glorious repasts in Ger
many's best restaurants, the proceaui
of German wine with food was ad
dressed. Invariably they trotted out
the trockens when they wanted to
show off a food item spectacularly.

As the week uioglesscd and we
tippled trocken after trocken, I went
from a mild disapproval to leaving
with the feeling that there Is defi
nitely a place for these new style
wines, particularly at tbe dinner ta
ble.

Whether they will be a plus In the
United States market win not be so
much a measure of the wines' quality
— for surely they are some of the
best-made wines in the world — as
on the manner in which they are
marketed and tbe quality of the
wine-writing on this subject

Son Antonio win* oxptrt Bill $H-
phonf wrlfs a w—kty column tor tho
Wodnoidav Ex»»rw»-N#ws Pood sec-
llon.

F3itts kommen Sie pile, brinpten Sie FrenndeJ
Come y'all, brin^ friends-1

Dentsches KaffeekrBnzchen

Dec *5 *— 2 p.m. for Kaffee at Marie Weiss'
at 2106 Ti'son, Brenham, HSVP 836-7280 (Brenham)
Dec 19i—:_: 2... 12:00 Lunch and tree trimming at Lisa's
farm in Round Top.

fTWA Lis/r \{AH-w
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Unmarked Graves of Two Early German Lutheran Church Cemeteries in Washington
County 1857-1900

Searching for burials of ancestors and other family members may be unsuccessful in
cemeteries unless registered in the church or family bible. Cemeteries of the first
two Lutheran Churches in Washington County, Ebenezer Lutheran Church of Berlin,
founded in 1855, and Salem Lutheran Church, 1856, have many unmarked graves dating
to the early years of the German settlement of this area. There are rows of graves,
unmarked, of infants and children in the Salem cemetery, dating pre-1900.

Most burials in the county,including family cemeteries, are recorded in Cemetery
Records of Washington County,Texas,1826-1960,by Judy and Nath Winfield,Jr.(of
Chappell Hill) 1974. The listing below from the records of Ebenezer Lutheran Church
(Church Records of the Pioneer German Families of Berlin, Texas,Translated and
Transcribed from the Records of Ebenezer Lutheran Church at Berlin,Texas.By Dr.
Edward C. Breitenkamp,Bryan, and Dr. Jack Autrey Dabbs of Austin,1980), and Records
of Salem Lutheran Church, Brenham,Texas. 1856-1940.(compiled, Transcribed and Tran
slated by Dr. Jack Autrey Dabbs,Austin, and Dr. Edward C. Breitenkamp, Bryan.)1986.
The unmarked graves from the Ebenezer Lutheran Church according to the church re
cords above, and are not listed in the cemetery record book 1868-1881:

Priederich Bankoni died 18 December,1868. Born 12 December,1868, son of Priederich
Bankoni from Prussia.

Heinrich Phillip Heine died 25 December,1868. Born 16 March,1866. Son of Heinrich
Kasparua Heine from Halem, Holland.

Johann Feyt died 17 February, 1869. Born 1835, in Bohemia.

Emilie Quade died 27 June, 1869. Born 27 December,1867• Daughter of Wilhelm and
Julianna Riede Quade from the Duchy of Poznzn, Kingdom of Prussia.

Maria Dorothea Wilhelmine Gruenhagen Sternberg died 28 June,1869« Born 3 June,1841,
in the Duchy of Schautoberg-Lippe. She was the wife of Heinrich Wilhelm Sternberg.

Anna Johanna Mueller died 2 August,1869.Born 13 July, 1868,daughter of Johann
Adolph August Mueller and wife Dorothea Viereck Mueller of Laaslich, Prussia.

Leonore Pesch died 2 September,1869.Born 14 January,1859,daughter of Wilhelm and
Dorothea Pesch from Perleberg, Prussia.

Wilhelm Henrichsen died 10 .September,1869, at the age of 56 years. He was born in
Schleswig-Holstein.

Sophie Caroline Schulz Pietsch died August,1869. Born 9 July,1849,Brandenburg,
Prussia.

Michael Neinast (Neynais/Neuast) died 28 September,1869.Born 19 September, 1790.

Heinrich August Fischer died 11 October,1869.Born 27 August,1869. Son of Fritz and
Caroline Kiehl Fischer from Winslar, Kingdom of Hanover.

Sophie Wiebusch died 18 November, I869. Born 18 May 1838 in Westphalia. Left five
minor children.

August Wiebusch died 19 August, 1870. Born 16 August, 1869, son of George and
Dorothea Heidorn Wiebusch.

Rosine Wilhelmine Caroline Reich died 21 September, 1870. Born 21 November, 1869,
daughter of Carl and Wilhelmine Charlotte Buck Reich.

Marie Wilhelmine Sternberg died 25 September, 1870. Born 28 January, 1863,daughter
of Heinrich and Marie Gruenhagen Sternberg.
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Johann Wilhelm Paulus died 8 October, 1870. Born 21 January, 1850. Son of Johann
Wilhelm Paulus and his wife Rosine Breinig Paulus from Beerfelder, Kreis Erbach,
Grand Duchy of Hesse.

Amalia Luise Charlotte Wiebusch Gorke died 24 August, 1871. Born 13 October, 1848.
Wife of Bernhardt Gorke from Weden, Prussia.

Marie Sophie Wiebusch died 4 July, 1871. Born 21 August, 1870, daughter of Georg
and Dorothea Heine Wiebusch.

Carl Tierke died 31 August, 1871. Age 40. He was from Serno, Province of Anhalt-
Dessau.

Christian Kort died 29 October, 1871. Born 10 March, 1826 in Wittenberg-Saxony.
Married in 1859. Survivors: Widow and seven children.

Christine Frederike Reichberger died 4 January, 1872. Born 11 November, 1871,
daughter of Johann and Frederike Ladewig Reichberger.

Carl August Grassmuck died 7 May, 1873. Born 4 December, 1870, son of Anton and
Auguste Schulfleisch Grassmuck.

Marie Luise Mueller died 29 May, 1873. Born 27 December, 1803. Wife of Johann
Mueller from Perleberg, Brandenburg. Five children survive.

Johann Abel died 5 December, 1873. About 50 years of age. Widower of Wilhelmine
Liege Abel from Poland.

Johann Louis Niemand died 19 March, 1874. Born 23 January, 1834. Husband of Anna
Knippenberg from Neuenlande, Hanover.

Frederike Wilhelmine Sophie Bode died 17 April, 1874. Daughter of Wilhelm Bode
from Rosenthal, Hanover, and his wife Henriette Spreen Bode from Wehdem, Kreis
Lubeke, Westphalia.

Robert Julius Luedke died 14 June, 1874. Born 21 July, 1872, son of Edward Luedke
from Kiszkowo, Gnesen, Poznan, and his wife Johanna Hoeser Luedke from Springberg
Wongrowitz.

Henriette Spreen Bode died 15 October, 1874. Born 18 November, 1845 in Wehdem,
Westphalia, wife of Wilhelm Bode from Rosenthal, Hanover.

Heinrich Christ died 8 October,1874.Born in October, 1802, in Berne, Switzerland.
Husband of Marie Lange Christ from Perleberg, Westprignitz (Brandenburg)

Melita Sara Greger died 6 February, 1875. Born 4 January, 1875, daughter of
August and Hulda Jahns Greger.

Edward Luedke died 29 February, 1876. Born 22 February, 1825, in Kischkowo, Kreis
Gnesen. Husband of Johanna Hoeser Luedke from Springberg, Wongrowitz, Poznan.
Nine of eleven children survive.

Rosine Mina Luedke died 16 March, 1876. Born 1 November, 1870, daughter of
Eduard and Johanna Hoeser Luedke.

Georg Muehlberger died 12 July, 1876. Born 4 September, 1827, in Niederbronn,
Alsace. Died while visiting in New York. Husband of Christine Marie Steinmann
Muehlberger from Milla on the Werra, near Eisinach. Five sons and 3 daughters
survive.

Friederich Wilhelm Eduard Groene died 5 August, 1876. Born 1 July, 1876, son
of Heinrich Groene from Wehdem, Westphalia, and his wife Julianna Haubelt
Groene from Laidmer, Bohemia.
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Johann Carl Eduard Glatzert died 7 December, 1876. Born 15 January, 1860, son
of Johann Glatzert from Urschkan, Silesia, and his wife Auguste Graschke Glatzert
from Rosderdorf, Kreis Breslau.

Emma Plewan died 17 August, 1876. Born 23 April, 1876, daughter of Valentin and
Franziska Jahn Plewan from Wigstadel, Silesia.

Joachim Ferdinand Krueger died 19 January, 1877. Born 24 October, 1874, son of
Wilhelm Krueger from Brese, Westprignitz, Brandenburg, and wife Frederike Karner
Krueger from Oberleningen, Wuerttemburg.

Magdalena Imhoff Kuhn died 10 October, 1877. Born 5 July, 1849, in Euserthal,
Amt Anweiler, Rhine-Bavaria. Wife of Edmund Kuhn from Rutersville, Fayette
County. She immigrated in 1868. Survivores, three minor children.

August Otto Greger died 29 June, 1878. Born 15 October, 1870, son of August
Greger from Gross-Gollo, Wongrowitz, and his wife Hulda Jahns from Schocken,
Wongrowitz.

Auguste Jahnke died 10 September, 1878. Born 6 November, 1861, daughter of August
Jahnke from Laaslich, Westprignitz, Brandenburg, and his wife Wilhelmine Kieke
Jahnke from Neuhausen, near Perleberg.

Friederich Ernst Fischer died August, 1879. Born 27 September, 1879, son of
Wilhelm and Dorothea Heine Fischer.

Anna Margretha Bischoff died 8 November, 1879. Born 25 October, 1855, in Bruch-
hoefen, Hanover. Stepfather, Dietrich Nienstedt, mother, Margretha Bischoff.

Signund August Rudolph Jahnke died 23 May, 1880. Born 18 November, 1878, son of
August and Wilhelmine Kieke Jahnke.

Johann Heinrich Wiebusch died 6 October, 1880. Born 22 March, 1802, in Hasberger,
near Osnabrueck. Wife, Josephine Nichoues Wiebusch died in 1856. Sons: Friederich
Bernhard, Clemens Christian Wilhelm, Theodor Eduard.

Ida Sternberg Menk died 30 June, 1881. Born 1 December, 1859, in Berlin, Washing
ton County, Texas. Husband, Julius Menk.

Unmarked graves in the Salem Lutheran Church Cemetery according to the church
records, and not listed in the cemetery book (Cemetery Records of Washington
County, Texas. 1826-1960.) Adults only are listed below for 1857-1897:

Wilhelmine Spreen died 17 February, 1857.

C. Maria Elisabeth Mernitz Hofmann died 18 November, 1860. Age 20 years.

Friederich Eicholt died 10 March, 1861. Age 35 years.

Henriette Wilhelmine Grause Hofmann died 25 September, 1861 at age 26 years.
(Wife of Johann Jost Hofmann of Berlin.)

Peter Hahnke died 22 March, 1862. Age 35 years, 18 days.

Ludwig Zabel died 6 November, 1862. Age 56 years.

Gottfried Weiss died 7 August, 1863. Age 32 years, 4 months.

Henriette Rathke died 16 September, 1863. Age 35 years.

Sophie Meier died 2 August, 1862. Age 20 years.
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Friederich Hagemeier died 3 July, 1864. Age 60 years.

Christine E. Susanne Binding died 15 June, I865. Age 18 years, 2 months, 7 days.
Daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Wilhelm Binding.

? Winkelmann died 13 October, 1865. Age 57 years, 1 month, 15 days.

Albertine Jahnke Bode died 2 August, 1866. Age 26 years, 7 months, 18 days. Wife
of Wilhelm Bode.

Engel Emshoff died 4 August, 1866. Age 25 years, 7 months, 14 days.

Friederich Hodde died 6 August, 1866. Age 23 years, 29 days.

Caroline Neumann died 8 August, 1866. Age 40 years.

Julius Friske died 5 October, 1866. Age 30 years.

Wilhelm Emschoff died 20 July, 1867. Age 55 years.

Louise Gorges died 19 August, 1867. Age 27 years, 9 months.

Chatrina Hahnke died 9 February, 1870. Age 73 years, 1 month, 16 days.

Mina Koch Meier died 13 January, 1872. Age 29 years, 10 months, 9 days.

? Oldmann Tiemann died 31 August, 1872. Age 61 years, 4 months, 3 days.

Wilhelmine Husemann died 6 August, 1873. Age 70 years.

Carl Wolf died 11 August, 1873. Age 34 years, 2 days.

Julia Wilhelmine Rabe Meyer died 30 August, 1873. Age 42 years, 11 months, 17 days.

Carl Hodde died 19 September, 1873. Age 22 years, 11 months.

Andreas Lange died 23 September, 1873. Age 67 years.

Friederich Pluckhahn died 7 April, 1875. Age 51 years.

Christine Jahnke died 30 July, 1875. Age 34 years, 1 month, 8 days.

Johann Wehrmann died 13 January, 1876. Age 84 years, 3 months, 20 days.

Carl Gierke died 1 February, 1877.

Johann W. Rodenbeck died 5 April, 1877. Age 57 years.

Dorothea Stempel Kiecke died 1878. Age 64 years, 6 months.

Christian Dittmann died 15 August, 1878. Age 35 years, 3 months, 21 days.

Ida Junker Neumann (Adolph) died 28 February, 1878. Age 25 years, 10 months,12 days.

Hermine Neumann died 7 March, 1879* Age 27 years, 9 months, 3 days.

Gottlob Eugen Emanuel Schlenker died 21 June, 1879. Age 23 years, 3 months, 18 days

Dorothea Elisabeth Abel died 26 December, 1879-Age 19 years, 2 months, 24 days.

August Luedke died 8 June, 1885. Born 27 June, 1856, in Fellin, Bradenburg.
Buried in Sigismund Neumann Cemetery.
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I*°Ludwig Albrecht died 26 December, 1885. Age 56 years. Born near Gross Golle,
Poznan.

Wilhelmine Steinbach died 31 May 1886. Born in Washington County 1 June, 1869,
daughter of Johann and Frederike Kagler Steinbach.

Ernestine Schmidt Weidner died 24 July, 1886. Born 7 October, 1859, in Kut-
schewo, Poznan. Daughter of Martin and Wilhelmine Schmidt. Husband, Julius
Weidner, daughters Ida, Bertha, Martha.

Sophie Gaskamp Zwahr died 8 November, 1886. Born 21 April, 1865 in Ahrenkamp
near Dielingen, Westphalia. Daughter of Friederich and Elisabeth Vordemfeldt
Gaskamp. Wife of Ernst Zwahr of Sandy Creek.

Henriette Kramer Dinklage died 6 December, 1886. Born 17 July, 1857, in Wehdem,
Westphalia, daughter of Friederich and Wilhelmine Holtmann Kramer. Husband,
Christoph Dinklage.

Wilhelm Koch died 14 September, 1887. Born 19 December, 1838, in Abbendorf near
Wilsnak, Brandenburg. Widow, Meta Meyerdierks Koch. Children, Anna, Wilhelmine,
Richard, Carl, Mathilde, Albert, August.

Herman Heinrich Christian Salomon died 29 December, 1887. Born 20 June, 1836,
in Seehausen, near Magdeburg.

Henriette Louise Kolwes died 26 May, 1888. Born 7 September, 1869 in Wehdem,
Westphalia. Daughter of August and Henriette Placke Kolwes of Wehdem.

Gerhard Heinrich Holle died 8 October, 1888. Born 26 March, 1851, in Brokum,
Hanover. Son of Heinrich and Margaretha Bick Holle.

Louise Rabe Renneberg died 9 October, 1888. Born 22 October, 1822, in Dielingen,
Westphalia. Widower, Ludwig Renneberg. Children, Karl, Minnia, Henriette,Heinrich.

Johanna Marie Schulze Meyer died 3 August, 1889. Born 2 May, 1864, in Washington
County. Daughter of Friederich and Mina Wiede Schulze. Husband Heinrich Meyer.

Johann Joachim Draehn died 9 November, 1889. Born 14 August, 1840, in Rentz near
Bresch,Brandenburg. Son of Johann and Dorothea Berthelt Draehn. Widow, Karoline
Hastedt Draehn. Children, Wilhelm and Minna.

Karl Heinrich Friederich Schambrick died 7 June, 1892. Born 30 April, 1830.

Wilhelm Specht died 8 May, 1895. Born 9 October, 1835, in Legde, Brandenburg.
Widow, son, step-daughter and brother survive.

Georg Grossmann died 9 October, 1895. Born 20 October, 1844, in Reinheim, Hesse-
Darmstadt. Survivors, widow and 7 year old son.

Heinrich Kettler died 23 May, 1896. Born 31 October, 1877, in Diehling. Parents,
Chr. and Sophie Klenke Kettler.

Julius Weidner died 20 May, 1897. Born 13 February, 1852, in Wittkowo, Kreis
Gnesen, Poznan. Widow Auguste Haack Weidner and 4 children.

Wilhelmine Holtmann Kramer died 7 December, 1897. Born 28 March, 1833, in Wehdem,
Kreis Luebecke, Westphalia. Widower, Friederich, and 3 dauthters survive. Eight
children predeceased.

Elizabeth Lehmann Brenham
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Page 2 Tuesday, August 4,19871 HE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD

History Of Shelby Given
By Dr. Darrell Schulze

The Industry-West End Historical
Society held its July meeting in Shel
by at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Dr.
Darrell Schulze, a professor at
Purdue University and a native of
Shelby, presented the program in
which he outlined a chronological
history of Shelby up to the turn of the
century.

In 1822 David Shelby, a 23-year-
old Pennsylvania bom single man,
came to Texas with Stephen Austin's
original 300 settlers. Being single on
ly entitled Shelby to 1/3 of a league
of land, but with partners James
Fraiser and John McCormick, the
group received an entire league
which was located in southern Austin

County nearthe present town ofWal-
lis. In 1827 David Shelby entered in
to a contract of marriage with Rachel
Hodge. This further entitled Shelby
to receive an additional 2/3 league of
land. This additional land was lo
cated where the present day town of
Shelby is situated.

During the 1836 Texas Revolution,
David Shelby and his wife were com
pelled to join other settlers fleeing
from the advancing Mexican army.
This became known as the "Runaway
Scrape." Orders were given to bum
everything that could not be carried
off with the fleeing settlers thus
preventing the Mexican Army any
benefit from supplies or provisions
left behind. Sometime after the war

ended in the early 1840's David
Shelby relocated his home to
Northwest Austin County on his ad
ditional 2/3 league of land. This
marked the beginning of the estab
lishment of Shelby, Texas.

An 1899 Austin County History by
Trenckmarm states that during the
1840's a water powered mill was es
tablished in the vicinity along Skull
Creek. It is not clear who built the
mill, but Otto von Roeder, a member
of the German von Roeder family
who settled in Cat Spring in 1834,
financed and was involved in its
operation. It is from this mill that the
area became referred to by the Ger
man name "Roedersmuehle" or

Roeder'sMill.
Skull Creek was dammed off to

create water power to run a water
wheel which turned the grinding
stone. An artifact-an iron paddle-

owned by Couvin Schlabachwas dis
played and is believed to be a part of
the mechanics of this mill. Specific
mention was made regarding the
mill's operation in the fact that
people of the area traveled long dis
tances to have their grain ground at
Roeder's Mill. Dr. Schulze believes
that grinding stone used at the mill
was imported since no native stone
suitable for this job exists. It is also
likely that the creek did not have an
adequate year round water supply to
operate the mill. In 1845 when
August Vogelsang became the mill's
owner, it was converted to horse
power.

When the Republic of Texas be
came a state of the United States the

settlement acquired a U. S. Post Of
fice. On May 22,1846, David Shelby
was made postmaster and the name
Shelby began being used to refer to
the place. In time the name Roeder's
Mill waned and Shelby became the
official placename.

David Shelby died in 1872 and in
1936 the Texas Centennial Commis
sion erected a marker to honor him.
This monument can be seen two
miles from town on what is today the
Vallen Ranch.

Early school classes were held in
individual homes, but in 1854 the
teacher, Mr. Suerth, conducted
classes in the first community school
house. This building existed on the
site of today's Lutheran church
property.

During the latter of 1800's the
Shelby community was thriving. A
number of organizations verify that
fact. There was an Agricultural
Society known by the German name
"Landwirtschaftlicher Verein". This
group was believed to have ties with
the famous Cat Spring Agricultural
Society.

Shelby had a German Singing
Society or "Gesangverein" as early as
1852. In 1858 this group was led by;
C. Doss who had been a court singer
in Germany with King FriedrichWil
helm rV's court In 1875 a singing
group was founded by Emil
Trenkmann. H. Otto was an active

early leader and member of this
group which called itself the "Har
monic Verein". This musical group
built a hall in 1883 and had 40 active

members iti 1S99. ll is still an active
organizationin the community today.

In 1865 an orchestra was begun
under the direction of Adolph Plentl.
The "Shelby Opera Troupe" also ex
isted in early times. This group"
presented plays and musical enter
tainment under the direction of Mrs.
Emil Trenckmann.

All of these organizations validate
the claim that the early settlersof this
area were a cultural minded group.
Infact, the area from Shelby to the
town of Latium seven miles away in
Washington, Co., was known as the
"Lateiner Siedlung" or Latin settle
ment in reference to the concentra
tion of well-educated settlers living
in the area.

During the Civil War Years of
1861 and 1865 a Confederate Unit,
Company G of the 4th Regiment of
Texas Calvary, was organized in the
Shelby area. Surrounding area men
gathered at the Christian Brandt
home before departing for the war.
(Today thisproperty is owned by Ar-
no Krebs Jr.)

The history of Shelby's church
began in 1876 when the Lutheran
minister, Rev. Moegle, began the
community's first congregation. For
20 years Rev. Moegle actively
worked with this congregation before
retiring. Rev. Fruehling arrived next
and established "Die Friedens
Gemeinde" which translates to Peace
Lutheran Church. This name was
misleading since things were not al
ways peaceful. Dissention occurred

j when the minister insisted that bap-
' tisms and marriages could be per

formed only in the church. This dis
agreement was taken to court for
settlement, but the case was dis
missed, leaving the issue for the
church to decide. The rersult was a
division that caused 20 members to

separate from the church and to form
a separate Lutheran church. A new
church building was constructed for
$250 and a short time later "Peace
Lutheran Church" dissolved and the

congregationhas existed as St. Paul's
Lutheran Church.

In 1899 Shelby had 3 general '
stores, 3 saloons, 2 gins, a blacksmith
shop, a saddle shop, 2 doctors with a
drug store, a hotel, a tinsmith and
various craftsman and tradesmen.

There were 2 long distance telephone
lines and twice a day mail service.
These statistics are evidence that the
town was a thriving and active com- .
munity for a long periodof time.

The Historical Society meeting
concluded in the historic church
building where exhibits and displays
were viewed during a special hour.

85*
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The Dallas County Pioneer Association

has compiled this book of histories of

families in Dallas County, Texas, prior

to January 1, 1880. These histories,

which are of varying length, style and

content, represent family tradition as

well as researched information.

The book is 8-1/2 x 11, about one inch

thick, having a black, hardback cover

with gold stamping. It contains over 300

pages and has over two hundred and

thirty articles with many pictures or

persons, groups, homes and buildings;

the index contains over 8000 names. A

section of the book presents some

information about the origin and growth

of Dallas County and the Dallas County

Pioneer Association, one of the oldest

organizations in Dallas County, being

organized on July 13, 1875.

Published by Taylor Publishing

Company, Dallas County, Texas, this

book is offered as long as the supply

lasts. To order the book, complete the

attached order blank, send your check

or money order with the order blank to

the address listed.
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The book of Dallas that
everyone's talking about!

Short stories that take you
back in time when Dallas
was a log hut on the Trinity.
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John O. Meusebach
GERMAN COLONIZER IN TEXAS

By Irene Marschall King
"There is no more colorful and heroic chapter in Texas
history than the struggling colonization of the Hill
Country by. . . German immigrants in the 1840s."

—CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES

In 1845 Otfried Hans Freiherr von Meusebach, a young
German aristocrat, relinquished his hereditary German
title, left behind his close family ties, and arrived in Texas
as John O. Meusebach, commissioner-general for the So
ciety for the Protection of German Immigrants. Lacking
adequate financial backing, Meusebach nevertheless led
the settling of some five thousand persons in a land largely
occupied by Indians. Irene Marschall King presents the
full sweep of Meusebach's vigorous life: Meusebach as the
young liberal in Germany, as a colonizer and founder of
Fredericksburg in the 1840s, as a Texas senator and, later,
an observer of the Civil War, and as a Texan who devoted
his later years to bringing Texas soil to fruition.

1987,224 pp., 23 b&w illus.
$8.95 pb Order Code: KINJOP 1
ISBN 0-292-74019-0

Galveston
A HISTORY

ByDavid G. McComb
"One of the best studiesof Galveston history—one that

Iis long overdue."
—MAURY DARST, GALVESTON HISTORIAN

:"Maybe it's themention offamiliar places, theold
namesormaybe it's remembering oralhistoryrecited in
countless family cartrips across the causeway. Whatever
the reason, there seems to be a slight aroma of salt air
comingfrom these pages." —DALLAS MORNING NEWS

Galveston: A History is at the forefront of a trend in writ
ing urban biographies emphasizing technology as the
dynamic force in urban development. David McComb ex
plores the often contradictory relationship betweentech
nology and the city, and provides a guide to both Gal
veston history and the dynamics of urban development.

1986,293 pp., illus.
$12.95 pb Order Code:
MCCEDP
ISBN 0-292-72053-X

$28.50 hb Order Code:
MCCEDG
ISBN 0-292-72049-1

itf

All orders from individuals must be accompanied by a check
or money order, or can be charged to your credit card.
Institutions and libraries may attach a purchase order.

A JOURNEY THROUGH
TEXAS; OR, A SADDLE-
TRIP ON THE
SOUTHWESTERN
FRONTIER

By Frederick Law Olmsted

The young Olmsted, who later
designed New York's Central
Park, here recounts his travels
along the Old San Antonio
Road, from the piney woods to
the western prairies.

"... an intelligent, lively,
readable book, packed with
keen observation and light
ened by a delicate strain of
humor."

—FROM THE FOREWORD

BY LARRY MCMURTRY

Barker Texas History Center
Series, No. 7
Elmo Dill Russell Spencer
Foundation Series, No.7

1978,564 pp.
$12.95 pb Order Code: OLMJOP
ISBN 0-292-74008-5

HOUSTON

A History
(Revised editionof Houston,
the Bayou City)

By David G. McComb

"The first edition . . . earned
a prize for author David G.
McComb from the Texas
State Historical Association
in 1969. McComb should be
bucking for another prize
with this new, expanded edi
tion in which he re-examines
Houston's politics, economic
and business growth, and the
evolution of its social and
cultural institutions . . . a
valuable reference piece on
Texas' largest city."
—TEXAS HIGHWAYS

1981,314 pp., illus.
$10.95 pb Order Code:
MCCHOP
ISBN 0-292-73020-9

University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, Texas 78713-7819 Is12) 471-4032

TEXAS GRAVEYARDS

A Cultural Legacy

By Terry G. fordan

". . . throw away your inhibi
tions, forget the ghost stories,
and travel with TerryJordan
through the fascinating world
of tombstones and epitaphs,
the departed, the remaining,
and the odd, revealing ways
in which we honor the dead."
—SOUTHERN LIVING

"Texas Graveyards is impor
tant in preserving a Texas leg
acy endangered by changing
customs, rural depopulation,
vandals, and the erosion of
time. Equally important, it
provides a remarkable, previ
ously untapped source of
clues to the shaping of south
ern and Texas culture."
—AUSTIN LIGHT

Etna Dill Russell Spencer
Foundation Series, No. 13

1982,160 pp., 128 b&w illus.
$9.95 pb Order Code: JORGRP
ISBN 0-292-78070-2

GERMAN SEED IN
TEXAS SOIL

Immigrant Fanners in
Nineteenth-Century Texas

By Terry G. Jordan

"It is a treasure trove for the
genealogist, and for all inter
ested in Texas and/or its citi
zens with German ties."
—DALLAS MORNING NEWS

1966,251 pp., illus.
$8.95 pb Order Code: JORGEP .
ISBN 0-292-72707-0 /
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The Houston Post/Fri., October 2, 1987 \W

tyV^to
Eric

Gerber

News on the march! Items and
itemeltes from the desk of Ed
Cetera . ..

Once upon a time, there used
to be something called German
Day.

Observed each Oct. 6, it com
memorated the arrival of the first
German settlers in America on
that day back in 1683. As you
might expect, this national day
of recognition was discontinued

German Day
As elsewhere, WWI had a

chilling effect on Houston's Ger
man traditions. What was once
called German Street, for in
stance, was changed to Canal.
German Society Cemetery be
came Washington Cemetery.

But Houston's German heri
tage wasn't completely ex
punged. Too many influential
members of the city were irrevo
cably German-American for that
to happen. People iike Binz,

during WWI. Briefly ^instituted stude, Henke, Hermann, Meyer.
Settegast, Usener, Bering, to rat
tle off some familiar names.

German-Americans didn't de
velop Houston single-handedly,
but they played a more impor
tant role than most modern
Houstonians might give them
credit for.

All of which is prologue to
this: German Day will be cele
brated this Sunday at Bavarian
Gardens beginning at 3 p.m. The
consul general of Germany and
UH German Professor Theodore
Gish will speak. Folk dancers
•and singers will perform.

Just as everybody's Irish on St.
'Patrick's Day, everybody's ger-
rhane on German Day. So the
general public's invited.

Thinking about attending the
German Day festivities, but need
a little more convincing? The an
nual Heights Festival will be held
that same day. You can meander
along Heights Boulevard, then
swing by Bavarian Gardens (also
in the Heights).

This year's theme for the festi
val is the Fabulous. Fifties, so you
might want to dress accordingly.

Of course, if you're going to
German Day, you might want to
dress for that occasion as well.
Lederhosen and a ducktail?
Groovy, mein herr ...

aiterwards, it died out with
WWII.

Since 1983 — the tricenten-
nial of German immigration —
German Day has slowly been re
gaining acceptance, and this
summer Congress officially re
established it.

Here in Houston, that should
be of more than passing interest.
This town has a considerable —
though not always obvious —
German-American heritage.

In fact, this community was
known as Germantown before it
became Houston in 1836. And
we continued to have a "Ger
mantown" area (two, actually)
long afterward. Some estimates
of the Germanic population in
Houston during the 19th century
were as high as 40 to 45 percent.

Ihe
United States

and
Germany

RapportAcrossthe Atlantic

Engrossing information on the history of German-American rela
tions from the beginnings to the present day in the form of a picto
rial calendar. Twelve monthly leaves in full color with 147 illustra
tions and concise articles on the reverse side. The subject matter is
rounded out by an appendix with a chronology and a list of impor
tant addresses.

29x43.5 cm. One title page, 12calendar leaves, and a four-page ap
pendix. Availablewith text in English or in German, each DM 24.-

English: ISBN 3-89164-039-0
German: ISBN 3-89164-038-2

From the
U.S. Constitution

to the Basic Law
of the Federal Republic of Germany

An historical reader and handy reference book. The fascinating
story of how the U.S. Constitution came into being and how it in
fluenced the freedom movements in Germany from the 19th cen
tury up until the Weimar Republic, and no less, the basic law of
today's Federal Republic of Germany. In an appendix, the texts of
the most important documents are reproduced in the original lan
guage and in translations.

Format: 22x24 cm. Two hundred pages with 241 illustrations and
plates. Bilingual text with German and English in parallel columns.
Paperback with five-color cover, DM 36.-
ISBN 3-89164-037-4

Verlag Moos &Partner Rottenbucher Strafk 30 8032 Grafelfing vor Miinchen West Germany Tclelbn 089/85 13 11
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5th Annual Weyand
Reunion Is Held

«q The descendants of Henry and
"N, Anna (Dickmann) Weyand met for
S* their fifth annual reunion at
1^ Tumis' Camphouse near La

Grange on April 26.
A covered dish meal was served

at noon. The afternoon was spent
in fellowship.

There were 50 members in atten-
dance. The oldest members was

&** Ruby Keilers of Oldenburg. The
* youngest member was Bradley
2 Kuhn, son of Ricky and Cheryl

O Kuhn of La Grange. The longest
married were Quintos and Ruby
Keilers of Oldenburg. The most re
cent married were Gary and Glen-
da Weyand of Brenham.

It was decided to have another
reunion next year.

rK
{Vessels Reunion Is Held
At Prairie Valley Sept. 13

The 32nd annual Weasels reunion
was held Sunday, Sept. 13 at die
Plum Hermann Sons Hall in Prairie
Valley with 62 in attendance.

Auslandsstudium
"Hahen Sie schon gehort, dass

das Fraulein Kringel ins Ausland
faftrt, um Gesang zu studieren?"

"Nein. Woher nimmt sie denn
das viele Geld?"

"Das haben ihr die Nachbarn
zum Geburtstag geschenkt!"

* • *

Arztlicher Rat
"Herr Doktor! Was soil ich bloss

gegen meine rote Nase tun?"

"Wenn sie rot von Geburt isi,
liisst sich nichts dagegen machen.
1st sie aber vom Trinken rot ge-
worden, miissen Sie tiichtig wei-
tertrinken, dann wird sie eines Ta-
ges violeit!"

THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD Friday, July 10,1987

26th Klaevemann Reunion
Is Held In Schjileiiburg

The 26th annual reunion of the de

scendants of Herman Christoph and
Meta Joost Klaevemann met Sunday,
June 28 at the Civic Center in
Schulenburg with 60 descendants at
tending.

The family of Mary Klaevemann
Koenig was in charge of arrange
ments. A covered dish dinner was en

joyed.
A business meeting followed with

Rod Koenig of Houston serving as
chairperson. Elva Koenig ofO'Quinn
read the minutes and served as

secretary of the meeting. It was
decided to attempt to publish a book
let to update the Klaevemann family
historywith Ray Gouldsberryof Gar
land to serve as chairperson of this
committee. The original patriarch of
the family, H. C Klaevemann, was
bom in 1837 in Oldenbrok, Germany,
which is near Oldenberg in North
Germany.

Excerpts from the diary of H.
Christoph Klaevemann were read by
Robert Koenig of Uvalde, Florence
Hotel Farek of Schulenburg and Rod
Koenig ofHouston.

Some interesting excerpts from the
diary, starting Mar. 23, 1874 are:
"Steamer, Roland to Bremerhafen, air
clean and weather good. Lodging in
Bremerhafen at the market Ship

Erankfort sailing at 3 in the after
noon, favored by the most beatiful
weather. That night all of the passen
ger! were sea sick. March 26 a dance
on board ship April 1, 1874 rain then
beautiful weather. Christoph arrived
in New Orleans on Apr. 18 1874 then
went to Galveston April 21 and final
trip to Schulenburg on April 23 one
month after leaving Germany."

Among the honored guests were
Chas. Koenig from Cleveland, Texas,
the oldest man present (age 83); Ema
Schroedter from Weischatte the ol

dest woman (age 86); Jake Koenig
from Uvalde the youngest (23 mo.);
Rudy and Minnie Klaevemann from
Orange Grove, the couple married
the longest (52 years); Wayne and
Laura Tiffin most recently married (1
year 2 mos.); Ray and Jeanette
Gouldsberry of Garland, traveling the
greatest distance; and Frank and
Hattie Krischke of Schulenburg,
traveled the shortest distance.

A white elephant auction to raise
funds was enjoyed with Robert
Koenig and Rod Koenig as auc
tioneers.

The next reunion will be held in
Schulenburg on the 4th Sunday in
June 1988 with the Callie

Klaevemann Hertel family as hosts.

The prayer before the noon meal
was given by Bobby Huenefeld.

A short business meeting was held
with Martin Baker, presiding. The
minutes of the previous year were
read by the secretary, Charleen
Koopmann. The treasurer's report
was given by Laura Havemann.

A moment of silent prayer was
observed in memory of George
Wessels Sr. who passed away since
the last reunion.

Those honored with silver dollars
were oldest man present, Alvin
Wessels of Smithville; oldest lady
present, Leona Tramp of Smithville;
youngest child present, Neal
Wessels, son of Harold and Donna
Wessels from Smithville; traveling
the farthest distance, Mr. and Mrs.
Wilbum Tramp and Charles from
Cleburne; most recently married
couple, Martin and Donna Baker of
Houston; couple married the longest,
Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Raschke, 50 years.

The door prize of a handmade
quilt, made and donated by Leona
Tramp, was won by Dennis Wessels.
Laura Havemann and Dennis Wessels
volunteered to donate a door prize
for next year.

Ruth Petty and Audrey Huenefeld
agreed to take care of entertainment
for the next reunion.

It was agreed by everyone to have
the reunion next year at the same
place and have the same type of
noon meal. The afternoon was spent
playing cards, pitching horseshoes
and renewing acquaintances.

Die

37-Stunden-Woche
riickt ndher

Bonn (INP). - In der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland forderten die Gewerk-
schaften erstmals 1953 die 40-
Stunden-Woche. 20 Jahre spflter war
dieses Ziel bereits for eiwas mehr als
zwei Drittel aller Beschflftigten errelcht
Ab 1980 gait fOrfast alle Beschflftigten
eine Regelarbeitszeit von 40 Stunden

pro Woche, und far 41 Prozent von
ihnen kam 1986 die 38,5-Stunden-
Woche. Seit 1982 wlrd generelldie 35-
Stunden-Woche gefordert Den ersten
Druchbruch erzielten Ende April 1987,
also zehn Jahre nachdem sie als erste
diese Forderung erhoben hatten, die
Metaller. In ihrem Bereich gilt ab April
1988 zunflchst die 37,5-Stunden-
Woche und einJahr spflter dann die
37-Stunden-Woche.

(INP/Globus)
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Der Teltschik-Familientag 1986
.Dr. Walter Teltschik
Wilhelmsfeld, West Germany

On July 5. 1986 in Niirtingen, nearStuttgart, a reunion of the
Teltschik Family was held. 418 persons took part in. With an
ambitious and balanced programme the reunion was widely
taken notice of. Four conditions led to its unique success:

First, the thorough research into the family's history. The
available documents date back to the year 1301, the handing
down by word of mouth goes back to the battle of Marchfeld in
1278. The family branches reach out all over the.world from
Central Europe to the USA, Canada, South Africa and
Australia.

Second, the favourably chosen moment with its reference to
tradition; this family reunion being held on exactly the same
day 50 yearsafter the first family reunion in 1936 in Zauchtel.
Many of the elder membersof our family, still having a lively
recollection of this memorable day, told their children and
grandchildren aboutthisgreat event, thusarousing enthusiasm
andagreement for the performance of another family reunion.
Even on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean there grew an
enthusiastic feeling and a longing to experience the German
„home4t and the wish aroused to meet the German relatives.

Third, the careful preparation and the perfect execution. The
family reunion had been announced well beforehand by a
circular in 1980 and already then outlined in its basic details.
The moment the preparation for this event became too com
prehensive, Walter Teltschik appointed an advisory commit
tee whose members agreed to take on various preparatory
tasks. From then on, till the dayof the family reunion, Walter
Teltschik kept informing all members of the family on the
progress of the plannings by7 follow-up circulars. Part of these
plannings was the preparation of a round-trip through Ger
many for the American members of the family.

Fourth, thegenerous monetary contributions by quite a num
berof members of the family thereby enabling us to realize the
ambitious performance of the festivity.

At the same time, parallel to the above mentioned plannings,
Walter Teltschik worked on a chronicle about the Teltschik
family. This chronicle had also been announced in the first
circular sent out. "Such a plan takes its time. I think that it
could be achieved in about 5 years time. All knowledge
accumulated during that time is then to be published ina book
as a family chronicle." So far the quotation from the first
circular. This chronicle was finished in time for the family
reunion and turned to bean important integrating link within
the family.

In 12 meetings altogether the committee worked out all the
details for the festivity planned. The following persons were
involved in the preparations: Walter and Karin Teltschik,
Adrienne Teltschik, Richard Teltschik, Robert Teltschik,
RudolfTeltschik, Isolde Teltschik-Czervenka, Lydia Karzel,
Sieglinde Teltschik, Ingrid Teltschik-WeiB, as wellasJeanine
and Frank Teltschik, Delores Teltschik-Hopmann and Mini-
fred Teltschik-Aoueille in America. The tour for the Ameri
can guests through Southern Germany had been planned by
Walter Teltschik and realized by Adrienne, Karin and
Marianne Teltschik, with Margit Teltschik, Gerlinde Radinger
and Elke WeiB as guides.

&

Originally it had been planned to have a report of the event on
TV, yet the committee finally abandoned the idea of presenta
tion on TV because of the negative reporting which is to
expect nowadays.

Acts of terrorism directed against American institutions in
Germany in spring 1986, the nuklear desaster of Tschernobyl
in the USSR, the devaluation of the dollar as well as the
collapse of the crude oil price that especially had its negative
effects in Texas, made several American clan-members cancel

their journey. Of the originally 180 announced guests from
USA 60 resigned, so that 120 only took part in the family
reunion. They arrived at Stuttgart airport on 2 groups. The
larger one on July 2, the smaller one on July 3, 1986. Both
groups were warmly welcomed by a delegation of German
relatives. A college band, hired by Werner and Grete Rem-
mele, played at the reception. All US-guests found accomoda
tion at the Hotel am Schlossberg in Niirtingen.

On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the gaining of
independance of Texas from Mexico there was agreedupon a
partnership between Niirtingen and Floresville/Texas at a
special ceremony. Lord Mayor Bachofer and the former
Mayor of Floresville, Wilbert Teltschik, exchanged presents.
On July 4, Adrienne Teltschik led an excursion to the Schwa-
bische Alb which included a visit of the Burg Hohenzollern,
the ancestral home of the German imperial family.

On July 4, at 17 hours, there was the opening of the Family
Reunion in the Stadthalle of Niirtingen by Walter Teltschik,
and all the members of the clan were presented (see: Familien-
abend). After dinner, taken together, there was a perfor
mance of 6 living pictures showing scenes out of the history of
the Teltschik family. 27 members represented historicpersons
of the family in costumes of their times. These pictureswere
put on stage by Walter Teltschik, costumes were provided by
IngridTeltschik-WeiB and KarinTeltschik. Appropriatemusic
of the respective time, played by Lydia Karzel on the piano,
heightened the effect.

Folksongs were sung by a group of German singers,conducted
by Lydia Karzel, together with a group of American singers,
accompanied on the piano by Herbert Teltschik, Houston.
Fritz and Sieglinde Teltschik assisted, wearing their former
national costumes of the Kuhlandchen in Moravia, the former
home of the Teltschik family. The fisher-song of Zauchtel was
sung in the dialect of the old home.

On July 5, at 9 o'clock a divine service was held for the family
in St. Laurentius church in Niirtingen. The sermon was given
by Herwig Karzel, Superintendent in Oberdsterreich (see:
Festgottesdienst). The first hymn sung by the familycongrega
tion was "GroBer Gott wir loben Dich" and they ended with
"Nun danket alle Gott", the American members singing the
English text. The sermons were preached in German and in
English.

After the divine service members of the family, guests and
friends gathered in the Stadthalle for the official ceremony
(see: Festakt). The ceremony, in the form of an academic
celebration, was framed by musical recitals. Alfred Teltschik
and his daughter Teresa gave a concert played on 2 pianos.
The well-known pianists opened the ceremony with Johann
Sebastian Bach's "Schafe konnen sicher weiden, wo ein guter
Hirte ist" ("Sheep may savely grace") and at the end they
played the "Spanish Dance" by Manuel de Falla, Poulence's
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"Valse" and "Rhapsody No. 2** by Franz Liszt. As an inter
mezzo during the ceremony Lydia Karzel played onthe piano
the "Sonata A-Major" by George Philipp Telemann, accom
panied by herdaughter Hanna on the violin.

Words ofwelcome and greetings on theoccasion of the family
reunion had been sent by the following personalities: Lothar
Spath, Prime Minister of Baden-Wurttemberg; Robert Ldf-
fler. President of the Chamber of Commerce of Niederoster-
rcich and member of the National Council in Vienna; the
"Sudetendeutsche Landsmannschaft", Niirtingen; Adolf
Fischer, Chairmanof the society"Sudetendeutsche Familien-
forscher", personally present at the ceremony; Waldemar
Kasparck, President in honorary of the society "Alte Heimat
Kuhlandchen". Warmgreetings to all participantsof the reun
ion were also sent by Dr. Erich Meixner, Hannover. The
greetings of the Chancellor of West Germany, Helmut Kohl,
were transmitted byHorst Teltschik in his speech. The festive
speech was held by Walter Teltschik.

After lunch, on July 5, all participants were driven by bus to
theErsbergschule in the yard ofwhich a photo of allmembers
of thefamily was taken. The family spent the afternoon inthe
shady garden of the Evangelische Gemeindehaus drinking
coffee and eating cakes. This afternoon's meeting had been
organized, with the dean's permission, by Adrienne Teltschik,
assisted by several ladies of the family who had baked the
cakes, they served, themselves. In the garden "The Teltschik
Family Band" with about 25 members played upold tunes and
dances conducted by Minifred Teltschik-Aoueille and was
very much cheered. The Teltschik Family Band, 50 members
when complete, has already won several prizes in Texas.
According to tradition they always start theirconcerts with the
German anthem.

On the eve of July 5, an elegant ball took place in the
Stadthalle. Walter Teltschik opened the ball with Josefine
Teltschik, wife of the last hereditary judge in Kunzendorf.
During the ball the American members of the family handed
over their presents to their German relatives.

On July 4 and 5, there was an exhibition of documents,
photos, mementos and genealogical trees in the foyer of the
Stadthalle. The most precious exhibit was the last original
document still in the possession of the Teltschikfamily, putat
our disposal by Reinhold Schierenbeck-Teltschik. It dates
back to 1734and had once been issued by Eleonore, Reichs-
furstin von und zu Liechtenstein, in Brussels. In this document
the privilegies of the hereditary judge David Teltschik in
Zauchtel are layed down and confirmed. Further precious
exhibits were e.g. the first chronicle of the Teltschik family,
handwritten in ornamentaltypes by AloisTeltschik in 1886, a
model of the estate of hereditaryjudgesin Kunzendorf, made
by Richard Teltschik and a large colored genealogical tree
designed and finished by Robert Teltschik. Besides, Isolde
Teltschik-Czervenka exhibiteda plan of Zauchtel, showing the
position of the different estates ofTeltschiks and, in addition
to this, many photographs, maps, precious embroideries and
dolls in national costumes of the Kuhlandchen. The exhibition
had been planned and organized by Isolde Teltschik-Czer
venka and Robert Teltschik.

In the foyer of the townhall there wasinstalled an information
desk looked after by Karin Teltschik and Mizzi Kunz-Bdhm.
The name plates, of the form of leavesof a linden tree -sym
bolizing the leaves of the judge's linden tree in Zauchtel -
bearing the christian nameof each member of the family and
the number of his family circle,werehandedout there, free of
charge. The chronicles, genealogical trees, mementos and
beer-mugs with the Teltschik-symbol and any information
wanted were also given there. The plates, genealogical tree

YW
and the beer-mugs had been designed by Robert Teltschik, the
sheet, commemorating the day of the family reunion 1986, by
Jobst Teltschik.

On the morning of July 6, the German relatives bad their
American guests farewell at the Hotel am SchloBberg. In 3
busses the American members of the family started on their
tour through SouthernGermany. It took themto Ulm (stop at
the young linden tree from Zauchtel). to Augsburg. Munich,
Oberammergau, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Innsbruck, Fussen,
Neuschwanstein, Kempten im Allgiiu. Friedrichshafen at Lake
Constance, Titisee in the Black Forest, Freiburg and Mann
heim. The journey ended on July 11, with a visit of the castle
of Heidelbergfollowed by a boat-tour on the Neckarwith the
pleasure-boat "Europe". It took the participantsfrom Heidel-.
berg to Neckarsteinach and back. The stay in Germany ended
with a farewell-party in the "Zehntkeller" in Schriesheim.
Afterwards several Americans stayed for some days as guests
in German families. The Teltschik Family Band played up
duringthe whole tour through Southern Germany, in Munich
and on the boat.

The family reunion had surpassed all expectations of the
participants. The elder members of the family were deeply
moved by the atmosphere at the meeting. Those who had
taken part in this reunion expressed their thanks and
enthusiasm by letter and by telephone(see: Resonanz). There
were also reports on the family reunion in newspapers and
magazines. The detailed report by Siegfried Beier in the
"Sudetendeutsche Zeitung" of August 1, 1986 is to be
reported here. Richard Teltschik and Rainer Teltschik took
videos.

Finally we must not forget to remember the man whose
thorough and successful research for the family's history
stands at the beginning, Josef Teltschik, teacher in Sedlnitz.
His work culminated in the first family reunion in 1936 in
Zauchtel. Without his fundamental research, written down in
a manuscript, and carefully preserved by his wife and his
daughter Isolde all through the chaos of post-war time, this
second family reunion couldn't have taken place, at least not
in the way it did. Without his preparatory work our family
wouldn't possess a chronicle. But just this chronicle, the
record of our family's history, is of inestimable value to our
family (see: Rezension der Chronik).

AH the participants of this second family reunion have expres
sed the wishthat soon a third reunion may follow. Perhaps this
will possibly be realized in 1991 in Texas.

One-hundred-twelve Teltschik Family members
from Texas, Oklahoma, California, Ohio, Tenn
essee, and Wyoming attended the second major
reunion in the 700 year history of the Telt
schik family in Nurtinger, Germany on July 4th
and 5th, 1986. They represent the descendants
of David Teltschik, the tailor, David Teltschik,
the baker, and Joseph Teltschik, the farmer,
who came to Texas in the 1390s. The Teltschik
Family Band members are descendants of Joseph
and Anna Teltschik. There are about 50 members
in the band. Twenty-three of the band members
made the Europe trip.
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From: Texas Journal of Ideas* History, and

Institute of Texas-German

Studies Sponsors Project
on Ethnicity and Community

Culture, Fall/Winter, I987
i Her statement—"If we don't guard our
1 own heritage, we will just be another
j plain vanilla town inTexas"—drew
j strongapplause from the audience.
I The session on gender, family, and

society was led by two scholars—Lau-
reen A. Kattner (Brookhaven College)
and Ingeborg Rueberg McCoy (South
west Texas State University), both of
whom have authored studies on Texas

women and gender roles. They pointed
out that original German patterns of
gender, family, and societal values have
undergone many changes through "as
similation." Nevertheless, some "Ger
man" aspects of these patterns still
seem to determine the social climate of
New Braunfels.

Kattner described how the Ger
mans interrelated with blacks, Mexi
can-Americans, and Anglos in the his
torical development of New Braunfels.
She pointed out, however, that Ger
mans had complex relations among
themselves. A number of the partici
pants discussed the Amerikaner (Anglo)
population. One participant told the
story of her grandmother who had re
frained from giving her granddaughter
an "American" dentist's dance invita

tion, explaining later: "you wouldn't
have wanted to go out with him any
way." Even among the Texas-Germans,
the participants agreed, parents were
concerned with the question ofan
acquaintance's family.

McCoy highlighted the importance
of the Texas-German women in the

economy of the pioneer family and com
munity. Considerable discussion cen
tered on the various gender-related
organizations within the city and on the
importance of friendships among
women in the community and whether
this pattern derived from German val
ues or pioneer circumstances.

John Boles (Rice University), au
thor of numerous studies of Southern

religious history and slavery, led the
session on religion, describing the im
portance of religion in ethnic identity.
The session pointed out the influence of
the original pioneer German "evangeli
cal" church (now the United Church of
Christ, or the First Protestant Church)
and the subsequently founded Roman
Catholic Church, both of which still
exhibit subtle ethnic characteristics.

The pervasive and profound impact of

By Theodore Gish

A day-long town meeting last May
on the past and present "Germanness"
ofthe town of New Braunfels was a
successful response to the TCH's 1987
specialemphasis on "Community in
Texas." The project was undertaken by
the Institute ofTexas-German Studies
at the University of Houston.

New Braunfels, originally the
mother colony of the unique Adelaverein
settlement ofCentral Texas, has, since
its founding in 1645, moved from being
the primaryGerman settlement of the
state—once the fourth largest city in
Texas—to its present status as a small
town strategically located along the
burgeoning Austin-San Antonio corri
dor. Like few other cities ofits size and
ethnic history. New Braunfels is caught
in the dynamic community tension of
"now" vs. "then," "progress" vs. "con
tainment." It presents the full spec
trum ofGerman ethnic community-
building and of the community-sustain
ing process.

Language; cultural life; gender,
family, and society; religion; and myth
wore the focus topics for the town meet
ing, led by scholars who are specialists
in Texas-German studies, Southern
history, and folklore. Nearly one
hundred New Braunfelsers and others
attended the meeting: In this mostly
senior-citizen group, humor, mutual
understanding, and an eagerness to
speak and witness prevailed.

The first session, on language,
^^^^^^^^^^^__ moderated by

Purdue University
•This it a differ- linguist Joseph
enl place with Us Salmons, focused
own unique hit- on changes in bil-
lory — a place of ingualism in New
pride. Just like Braunfels' history.
Texas." Although English

was spoken in the
town from its earliest days, the German
language defined and maintained the
community communication for a consid
erable period of time. The local Ger
man-language newspaper, the Nue

BrunfelserZeitung, for example, had a
remarkably long life, from 1852 to 1954.
But as elsewhere in the state, regular
language usagein the churchceasedby
the 1920s and '30s. Texas-German resi
dents over forty years of age often
speak and read (if not write) the lan
guage in varying degrees. Children of
the community, however, have grown
up for several decadeswith virtually no
home acquisition of German and little
special community encouragement to
learn the language at school. Partici
pants speaking German commented on
how preservation of the German lan
guage had been fostered by churches
and singing societies, and by summer
language programs for children. Both
world wars negatively affected the pub
lic and even individual use ofGerman.
As one older participant vividly re
called, he was told during World War I,
"you had better not speak the Kaiser's
language." A number of participants
commented on the qualities ofTexas
German spoken in New Braunfels,
several humorously describing a kind of
local brogue called "Comnl Creek Kaud-
erweUch" and the local usage ofso-
called "Low" German (Plattdeutsch).

The session on culture was moder

ated by UT professor Hubert Heinen,
author ofstudies of the cultural life of

the Texas-Germans. Heinen com

mented on the rich cultural life of the

early settlement, which comprised pub
lished poets and fiction writers as well
as other artists. The early years also
saw the establishment of singing, dra
matic, and general cultural societies,
and political groups, some of which are
still active today.

Heinen noted that the contacts

between New Braunfels and Ger

many—particularly with its sister city
Braunfels—have been ways not only of
maintaining but also of renewing and
enriching the German cultural fabric of
the city. One participant, finally, was
very critical of the local media, which,
she felt, neglected German coverage.

German Lutheranism in the Texas-
German community has contributed
unquestionably to the overall religious
definition of New Braunfels. The par
ticipants agreed with Boles that, as in
the case ofother ethnic groups, their
forefathers believed that a loss of the
use of German in the liturgy was also a
spiritual loss.

The fourth session dealt with how

myth, like religion, provides a powerful
"community of memory" for an ethnic
group. Erika Nielson (University of
Houston) has investigated ways in
which German folk customs were

brought to Texas by immigrants. Niel
son surveyed the myths that surround
the major figures of the Aldersverein
immigration—Prince Solms, its first
Commissioner-General and founder of
New Braunfels, and John Meusebach,

his successor, who founded Freder
icksburg and concluded a successful
peace treaty with the Comonches. The
participants agreed that these two
personalities continue to be folk heroes.
The group also discussed settlers who
had become local folklore figures, in
cluding the botanist and first editor of
the New Braunfels Zeitung, Ferdinand
Lindheimer, whose political views once
caused his press to be thrown into the
Comal River.

During the brief concluding session
the group considered the community
from the vantage point of the outside
world. Several people described how
comfortable they feel when traveling or
living in Germany, "where you are with
your own kind."

The project brought together, for
the first time, residents from a "Ger
man* community in Texas to discuss

ways in which their particular ethnicity
has developed, defined, and sustained
the community. In addition, the day's
meeting gave even the informed partici
pants new ways ofconsidering their
own individual and community selves.
The informational and educational

impact of the project will continue when
the local radio station airs excerpts of
the audio tape of the meeting on the
regularly scheduled heritage program,
"Reflections," and when the essays of
participatingscholarsare published.

The project, finally, has launched a
necessary beginning—for the scholars
to continue their investigation, for the
community to continue the preservation
and the articulation of its heritage.

Theodore Gish is director of the Insti
tute of Texas-German Studies at the Univer
sity of Houston.
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GREAT GUNS!
Schuetzen
resurgingin
Hill Country
By MARINA PtSANO
E.ixmj Nrw» Staff Wnltr

It was an extraordinary sight — 8.000
people crowded around two shooting
teams, each with seven crack marksmen
armed with single-shot rifles. Some on
lookers, at considerable risk, were
crouched down near the targets to get a
belter view.

The year was 1874. and it was the first
long-distance international Schuetzen
match between a hot-shot, championship
learn in Ireland and what the Irish lads
thought were a bunch of rubes from Long
Island. NY. They were shooting at targets
1.000yards away. It all came down to the
last shot.

"Up stepped this tall, lanky American,"
related Rudi Prusok. editor of the Ameri
can Single Shot Rifle Association News, in
a phone interview from his Marquette.
Mich., office. Everything was riding on
this shooter, but — awful luck — just
minutes before, he cut his shooting hand
on a snrsaparilla bottle.

"If he hit the target at all it would be a
tie," continued Prusok. "If he hit the cen
ter, the Americans would win."

The crowd was still as the rifle cracked,
and all eyes turned downrange to watch
for the target signal indicating the score.
"When a black square went up (bullseye),
hats went up In the air. people cheered,
and there was such jubilation over this
great victory."

Prusok, a German language professor
at Northern Michigan University and an
avid historian of the Schuetzen, target-
shooting sport, explained Its roots are ven-

Chariie Hart of Alvln prepares to fire his German Buchei
single-shot rifle at a match in New Braunfels.

erable — going back 400years or more to
shooting societies in Switzerland and Ger
many.

"I suppose the first vcreins (societies)
shot with crossbows. Later they used muz
zle loaders and, finally, the breech-loading
single-shot rifle," Prusok said.

German settlers introduced the sport to
Texas in the 1850s. Schuetzen matches
were popular into this century.

Then, World War I and strong anti-Ger
man feeling put the kibosh on these foreign
shooting clubs and competitions. World
War II halted any recovery.

Now, the sport Is enjoying a genuine
comeback among a small but dedicated
group of enthusiasts. The ASSRA, founded
in Indiana in 1948, currently has 1,200 mem
bers, and there are hundreds of state and
local single-shot rifle associations.

Actually, the New Braunfels Schuetzen
Verein. formed In July 1840, never went

away. "We are the oldest shooting club in
the country still in continuous operation."
NBSV president Bill Wimberlcy said.

The 70-member San Marcos-based
Texas Single Shot Rifle Association is led
by president Charlie Hartof Houston. And.
there are a half-dozen other active vcreins
in other Hill Country towns nrarby. The
once-thriving San Antonio Schuet/en Ver
ein is no more.

A measure of the single-shot resurgence
— Saturday through Aug. 21, t'oors Beer
Ls holding its sixth National Schuet/nnfest
in Golden, Colo. Coors put on some cele
brated shooting matches around the turn
of the century.

In Golden 126 registered shooters arc
exepected to vie for $40,000 In prizes.

There's a lot of history and nostalgia
connected to this kind of shooting. A big
part of the fascination Is with the guns
themselves," TSSRA secretary Ltge liar-
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ris said at a recent match In New Braun
fels.

New breech-loading single-shots, both
rim-fire and center-fire types of various
calibers, are acceptable. But purists like
the craftsmanship, feel and authenticity of
old Kuropean and American models built
between the Civil War and WWI.

The look Is distinctive — the long bar
rel, the pronounced curve of the butt plate,
the scrolled lever and double-set triggers,
the ornately engraved metal receiver, the
round palm rest,

"You can buy a wall-hanger for $350
Ihat's no good to you," Wimberley said.
Then you hunt parts at gun shows or in
newsletter ads. Wimberley allowed he put
$1,000 into his Winchester Model 1885.
Some Schuetzen competition rifles run
$.1,000or more.

Despite the sharp crack, the single-
shots are low in firepower. And, for true
believers, who cast their own bullets at
home, then load every cartridge with
smokeless powder at the range, they are
ponderously slow. You wouldn't want a
rhino bearing down during this almost-two-
minute, painstaking operation.

Prusok summed up beautifully. "With
the right bullet, the right charge and the
right shooter, It's almost a mystical thing
that happens with this rifle. And the nice
thing is, it's not a killing machine. It's a
work ofart, strictlyfortarget shooting."
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GERMAN TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION

Compiled by Genealogy Editor Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX
73213

HAMBURG PASSENGER LISTS

In Germany, there were two main ports o-f embarkation -for emigrants:
Bremen and Hamburg. Nearly all records of the Bremen emigrants were
destroyed in World War II, but the Hamburg records are intact.

Unless you are absolutely certain your ancestor departed -from Bremen,
it is worth the effort to check the Hamburg records. Records have been -found
for emigrants from the following areas: Anhalt, Baden, Bayern, Berlin,
Brandenburg, Braunschweig, Hamburg, Hannover, Hessen, Mecklenburg, Nassau,
Ober—Schlesien, Ostpreussen, Pommern, Posen, Rheinland, Sachsen, Schlesien,
Schleswig-Holstein, Thuringia, Voigtland, Westphalen, Westpreussen, and
Wuerttemberg—in addition to such other countries as Austria, Belgium,
Bohemia, Denmark, England, Galacia, Hungary, Moravia, Norway, Poland, Sweden,
Switzerland, and Russia.

From time to time, an article appears in a newspaper or magazine
about Hamburg's Historic Emigration Office and the Hamburg Passenger Lists.
This essay will bring you more information on the availability of the Hamburg
records.

Please do not send any more clippings about the Hamburg Emigration
Office for inclusion in our Newsletter.

Most of the publicity surrounding the Hamburg records is a marketing
effort to sell Americans on a trip to Hamburg. While there, you can visit
the Historic Emigration Office located in the Museum of Hamburg History at
Holstenwall 24. If you furnish the name and year of emigration, the clerks
will check the records. Within one hour, they can tell you if the record is
found. If they are successful in finding your ancestor's emigration records,
you will receive a fancy certificate with an excerpt of the record.

The charge is $30, or DM equivalent, if you know the exact emigraton
year. For each additional year to be searched, there is a fee of *10, or DM
equivalent. This fee is required even if the search is not successful. For
this fee, you receive the certificate with the excerpt of the record and a
brochure, "Emigration." If the search is not successful, you receive a
certificate stating you were in Hamburg tracing your family's roots, plus the
"Emigration" brochure.

For a free, colorful leaflet containing the above information, write
to: German National Tourist Office, 747 Third Ave., New York NY 10020. Ask
for "Come Trace your Roots in Hamburg."

But, YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TRAVEL TO HAMBURG!

The brochure tells you your personal visit is important. But, it
also tells you written requests can be accepted with prior payment in
cashier's check (no credit card orders). See above for the same fees, $30 if
the year is known, plus *10 for each additional year to be searched. If you
want to write, the address is: Historic Emigration Office, Museum fur
Hamburgische Geschichte, Holstenwall 36, 2000 Hamburg 36.

But, YOU DO NOT HAVE TO VISIT OR EVEN WRITE TO HAMBURG!

It is important that all our members know that the Hamburg
immigration records have been microfilmed and are available through the
Genealogical Library of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints
(Mormon) in Salt Lake City, Utah. The microfilm of Direct and Indirect (see
explanation of these below) for 1850-1878 is also available at the Library of
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Congress, Washington, D.C.
This means that you yourself can look at the microfilm of the actual

records—or you can have a researcher in the U.S. do it for you. There are
many reliable businesses and independent professionals in the Salt Lake City
area who are thoroughly familiar with these records and will do a thorough
search for the records for a reasonable fee. Check the advertisements in the

quarterly Genealogical Helper if you need some leads. Or, you may request a
list of researchers accredited by the Salt Lake Genealogical Library by
sening a seif-addressed, stamped envelope to: The Genealogical Library, 35 N.
West Tmple, Salt Lake City UT 84150. Naturally, you would contact the
researchers directly about their fees.

Even if you do decide to search the records yourself, you do not need
to travel to Salt Lake City. All microfilmed records in Salt Lake City are
also available on a rental basis at the Genealogical Library's many
branches—in every fair-sized city in the country.

Whether you plan to conduct your own search of the microfilm or
contract with a professional researcher to to do it for you, here is some
information that will be helpful. This was taken from the four sources
listed at the end.

The Hamburg Passenger List covers 1850 to 1934, except for the years
1914 through 1919 because the lists were not kept during World War I. Note:
if your ancestor emigrated prior to 1850, these records won't help you.

There are actually two separate passenger lists: Direct and Indirect.
Both are indexed. The Direct List contains emigrants who left Hamburg and
traveled directly to their place of destination, while the Indireect List has
the emigrants who left Hamburg and traveled to another port (usually in
England and perhaps changing ships) and then went on to their place of
destination. Since you probably don't know exactly what your ancestors did,
you will check both the Direct and Indirect lists.

The Direct and Indirect lists have separate indexes up until 1910.
After 1910, the Indirect List index has been combined with the Direct List
index. Both indexes are mere groupings under the first letter of the
surname. For example, all the names beginning with "A" are together, but
they are not in alphabetical order. In the Direct List for 1850-1854, the
passenger list itself was arranged this way. Also, in the indexing, a
certain number of pages were allotted to each letter of the alphabet. Some
letters of the alphabet naturally have more surnames (such as "S") and would
not fit the allocated pages, so they were continued on pages with fewer names
(such as "Q" or "X"). In addition, a card index to alphabetize completely
the names from 1856-1871 with additional information was started but it was

not completed. Check this card index first, but if the name is not found,
then check the regular Direct or Indirect indexes.

Here is how you find the number of the microfilm roll to look at it
while you are in Salt Lake City or to have your Branch Library order it from
Salt Lake City so you can see it in your hometown.

At the Genealogical Library (or at the local Branch in your city)
look in the microfiche drawer for the Genealogical Library Locality Catalog
and then look under: Germany; then, Hamburg; then, Hamburg—Emigration and
Immigration. You will find on this microfiche an index of the microfilm call
numbers. When you select the one you want to see, the librarian will order
it for you and notify you when it arrives. The Wellauer book (cited below)
on pp. 55-56 lists the call numbers for the passenger lists 1850-1900 and for
the index 1855-1901. There are a total of 105 rolls of microfilm for the

indexes to the regular emigrant lists and 361 rolls of microfilm of passenger
lists for the years 1850-1934.

After this, the procedure gets more involved. For example, all
passengers are not listed by name—only the head of the household, with only
the word "frau" and number of "kinder." Since names of children are not
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indexed at all, you must check for the name of the parent, relative, or other
guardian to find a child who emigrated with others.

Of course, the usual precautions apply about variations in spellings
and changes in names.

Once the name is found in the index, you will note the Passenger List
page number and the entry date. These are needed to determine which roll of
microfilm to request to read the actual passenger record. You find the
ancestor's record by date and page number. The passenter records generally
contain: name, age, birthplace or former residence, date of departure, name
of ship, occupation, and sex. Because of changes in the information
requested over the years, you may also find: birthdate, marital status,
confirmation, destination, and children.

If you have fallowed thus far and are interested in locating your
ancestor's Hamburg immigration record yourself, be sure to study the
following sources. They contain much more detail than excerpted here and
give you a "roadmap" to follow in your research.

Ferguson, Laraine K,
Genealogical Digest

"Hamburg, Germany: Gateway to the Ancestral
Volume II, Number 1, First Quarter, 1986.

Home. German

Pages 10-14.

Jensen, Larry. A Genealogical Handbook of German Research. Volume I
Edition, 1980. Pages 40-44.

Revised

Jensen, Larry. A Genealogical Handbook of German Research. Volume II
Revised Edition, 1980, Pages 22-23.

Wellauer, Maralyn A. Tracing your German Roots. Pages 54-56.

BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS

More on Elizabeth Ross

See the previous two issues of our Newsletter as well as the Fall 1982 issue
for a report on the schemes of the so-called Elizabeth Ross in offering
"family albums" or such. Elsewhere in this issue is a report from the
National Genealogical Society's Newsletter on the U.S. Postal Service's
complaint filed against American Genealogies, Inc., the firm that uses the
name "Elizabeth Ross." Also is a column by consumer advocate David Horowitz
about the same "scam." Please be alert to these techiques.

Religious Press Abstracts

Helen

mi seel

Texas.

Texas

1881

ten vo

For a

Dal las

M. Lu is

laneous i

Ready f
Weslevan

abstracting obituaries, marriages, biographies and other
terns from newspapers published by religious denominations in
or purchase are four volumes from Texas Methodist newspapers,
Banner and Texas Christian Advocate, roughly from 1850 through
itions of Texas Christian Advocate will be abstracted, another
us newspapers of Texas Baptist and Presbyterian denominations,
with contents and prices, write Helen M. Lu, P 0 Box 4276,

Later ed

lumes, pi
brochure

TX 75208

German Translator

We have received a brochure from German Translating Services which
specializes in genealogy, local history, and old script. For a copy of the
brochure with rates and credentials, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope
to Ann C. Sherwin, 1918 Medfield Road, Dept NL, Raleigh NC 27607.

Texas Open Records Act

Last spring, the Texas Legislature amended the 1973 Texas Open Records Act to
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exempt county birth and death records from public inspection. State Vital
Statistics Registrar J. L. Howze stated the new amendment does not affect
genealogical research. According to Howze, "The 1973 Open Records Act
exempted state and local vital records. This law merely reverses two 1982
attorney general opinions which said county records were not included."
Family genealogists will have the same availability to local documents that
they have to state records—accessibility to anyone who has a direct,
tangible, and legal interest in a record. In addition to meeting those
criteria, a researcher must provide the subject's name, date or year and
county of birth or death, and, if possible, the parents' names. The new
amendment bars the media from reporting county birth and death records and
prevents persons from leafing through the certificates and picking out the
record of a person who matches their age and sex and then using that record
fraudulently.

El linger Yesterday and Today
This is the title of a new book, not a comprehensive history, but a book of
reminiscences. It is 73 pages, 8 1/2" x 11", has photographs but no index.
It is softbound with a plastic binding. The book is published by Hengst
Prining and Supplies of La Grange TX and may be ordered for $7.50 plus $1.00
postage and handling from the author, Ruby E. Marti nek, Rt 1, Box 74,
El linger TX 78938.

New Publication on German Research

We just received notice of a new publication, In Search of vour German Roots,
by Angus Baxter. This is an expansion of one chapter in Baxter's earlier
book, In Search of your European Roots. Since we have not seen the new book
yet, we will simply announce its availability in this issue and plan to
review it in the next issue. Available for $9.95 plus $1.25 postage and
handling from Genealogical Publishing Co. Inc., 1001 N. Calvert St.,
Baltimore MD 21202.

Founders and Settlers of the Heart of Texas Region

A volume on the historic Heart of Texas region is in progress. It will
encompass the counties of Blanco, Brown, Burnet, Comal. Concho, Gillespie,
Kendall, Kerr, Mason, McCullough, Menard, Kimble, Lampasas, Llano, Mills, and
San Saba as well as residents of that area prior to 1900. For information
on submitting articles or ordering the book, write to Anchor Publishing Co.,
221 N. Main, San Angelo TX 76903.

Texas County Deed Abstracts

New publications of deed abstracts of Austin County (183^7-52) , Washington
County (1834-1841), and Red River County are available from Joyce Martin
Murray, 2921 Daniels, Dallas TX 75205.

New Orleans Arrival Records

There are two indexes to the records of arrivals at the Port of New Orleans.

The first covers 1820-1850 and includes other Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports
such as Mobile, Baltimore, New Bedford, Philadelphia, and Boston. The index
cards are arranged alphabetically and may be obtained on microfilm from the
National Archives or from the LDS Genealogical Library. The LDS microfilm
numbers are 418,161 through 418,348. The second set of index cards cavers
only the port of New Orleans for 1853-1899 and is found on LDS microfilm
numbers 543,403 through 543,434. See article on Hamburg Passenger Lists,
this issue, for information on ordering LDS microfilm.
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from: National Genealogical Socie
U.S. Postal Service v. Elizabeth Ross

In May the U.S. Postal Service filed a complaint
against American Genealogies, Inc. (and a number of
associated companies and individuals), a firm which
uses the name "Elizabeth Ross" on materials soli

citing orders for its books.
The complaint alleges that the respondents are

engaged in conducting a scheme or device to obtain
money or property through the mail in violation of
39 U.S.C. 3005 in that they "represent, directly or
indirectly, in substance and effect, whether by
affirmative statement, implication or omission," that:

Persons will receive a document principally about
the ancestry and family name of the addressee;

The product offered contains the names and
locations of almost every member of the addressee's
family in the United States;

The product offered contains information speci
fically about the origins of the addressee's family in
the United States;

The majority of the contents of the addressee's
edition of the book will be substantially different
from the contents of an edition of the book per
taining to a family surname different from that of
the addressee;

The addressee is related to the individual who

purports to make or sign the solicitation;
An individual who is making the solicitation has

performed genealogical research that has specifically
led to the addressee.

A hearing on this complaint was held in Wash
ington, D.C. on 24 June at which three witnesses
appeared, each of whom had purchased a book from
"Elizabeth Ross" in the expectation that the book
would contain information about his family history.

In a separate, but related, action the Chief
Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Middle
District of Pennsylvania issued a preliminary injunc
tion directing the Postal Service to hold all mail
addressed to P.O. Box 5300, Scranton, PA 18505,
which contains orders for books, during the pen
dency of the administrative proceeding. The pre
liminary injunction requires the company to accept
all books returned by customers for a refund.

During the course of these proceedings it has
been revealed that "Elizabeth Ross" is a fictitious

person and that some of the persons involved in
American Genealogies, Inc. were previously involved
with Beatrice Bayley, Inc., a company found to be
in violation of 39 U.S.C. 3005 in September 1986.

Persons with complaints relative to their dealings
with American Genealogies, Inc. should contact
Postal Inspector Gary Claytor, c/o Regional Chief

m

ty Newsletter, Jiily-Augusi, 1907, P-
Postal Inspector, P.O. Box 3000, Bala Cynwyd, PA
lonfM-'WW

81

from: San Antonio Light, July b, lyoy,

'Family' album offerD!
latest genealogy scam
By DAVID HOROWITZ

For years I
have been get
ting letters with
inquiries and
complaints about
companies that
sell family histo
ry publications.
The question to
be considered is

whether or not you can really get
any family history for only $20 or
$30.

My answer, based on conversa
tions with genealogists, is "NO."

But still more and more compa
nies are in the business of trying to
sell family genealogies. What peo
ple usually get for their money is a
listing of other persons with that
same family name and a brief, gen
eralized background article on that
particular name.

Several months ago I came
across a new pitch from a company
called The Genealogy Room, in
Scranton. Pa. This offer has a dif
ferent kind of twist. The postcard,
which offers a family album, is ad
dressed to the family and says they
will receive information about ev

eryone in the United States with
their family name. This information
is intended to facilitate locating rel
atives and namesakes, help initiate
relationships with other families of
the same name and educate you in
the fundamentals of genealogical
research.

Each postcard is personalized for
the individual who is receiving it
and says that the Family Album of
fered is a special limited edition.
According to the card, there will be
less than 150 books published, and
they will only be printed upon re
ceipt of a specific order. All orders
have to be received prior to a cer
tain deadline date.

The cost is'$29.95.
The new sales technique makes it

FIGHT BACK

seem like the person sending out
the card has the same name as the
person who they are trying to sell
the family history to. Maybe this is
a way to soften the people so they
will buy. It's hard to say no when
someone has the same family name-

That's what Elizabeth Ross of
The Genealogy Room is doing. She
sends out cards which are nearly
identical, except that the name of
the person who will receive the
card has been inserted as her middle
name. She sends a card to me. for
instance, signed by Elizabeth "Ho
rowitz" Ross.

By the way. Elizabeth Ross is
also the same person who ran a
company called Beatrice Bayley,
Inc. Beatrice Bayley was sending
out the same type of notices, offer
ing published family histories, but
without using the person's family
name as her family name.

The Postal Inspectors investigat
ed Beatrice Bayley, Inc.. and the
U.S. Attorney of Pennsylvania filed
false representation charges
against the company. They have
also issued a temporary restraining
order to keep her from doing busi
ness under either name.

The point that I am making here
is that there is no quick and easy
short cut on the trail of ancient an

cestors. If you are really interested
in your own family history, you
should be prepared for months,
maybe years, of individual research
through libraries and genealogical
records.

The kind of book you get for $20
or $30 is not an individually re
searched, personal family history.
In most cases it is simply a listing of
people with the same name, usually
pulled out of phone books, and in
structions on how to do your own
in-depth family research.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from information
received from our members. If you have an interest in any of the families
mentioned, write directly to the member. To have your story appear in a
future issue, write to your Genealogy Editor, Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland,
San Antonio TX 7S213. Items are published free of charge for members. For
non-members, there is a $5.00 query fee. Plese submit a concise paragraph or
two, or simply a list of the surnames you are researching along with the
Texas counties the families settled and the religion they practiced.

Another note: If you plan to submit an article for publication, please note
the manuscript specifications published inside the back cover of each issue.
Here they are again: We will consider only materials typed, single spaced, on
8 1/2" by 11" white paper, with only 1/4" margin on all sides. Although you
see a nice margin in the final Newsletter, our printer does this for us.
Remember, your typing must be almost edge-to-edge. Your Genealogy Editor and
the Editor—in-Chief evaluate all materials for the readership value of both
the content and the typed format.

Arliss Trevbig P 0 Box 1236, El Campo TX 77437 has been busy with two
projects. During her school's spring break in March, she traveled solo to
Germany to visit four villages that had been the homes of her great
grandparents, including one in East Germany. Previous issues of our
Newsletter have documented the work she has done on the history of the
Braden, Burtschell, Knebel, Hevne, Trevbig, Glueck. Marx, and Hennecke

families. Arliss has prepared a delightful and well thought out 11-page
report of her experiences, including her advance plans and correspondence,
her travel and accomodations arrangements, but most of all her report on the
people she visited and her personal impressions. A quote from the last page:
"This trip was a very wonderful, emotional experience for me. During he
years that I have done family research, I have developed an enhanced sense of
family pride. By doing the research, compiling it into family books, and
making this trip, I somehow felt that I was repaying my ancestors for their
courage and struggles in a new land." That's what it's all about, isn't it?

Her other new project concerns an exhibit to be held in Mainz, Germany, in
June 1988, depicting links between old Mainz in Germany and new Mentz in
Texas. As the historian of Bernadro and Mentz, Texas, Arliss was contacted
by Prof. Hans Galinsky of Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz to assist with
the exhibit. See elsewhere in this issue her "Wanted" advertisement for

documents, photos, family records and letters to establish links between
Texas immigrant settlers from the Rhineland-Palatinate and their families
back in the homeland. The exhibit, "Rhineland-Palatinate and Texas: Two
Regions in Contrast," is part of a student exchange between the University of
Houston and the University of Mainz.

Ruby Einkauf-McDonald 11011 Alhambra, Austin TX 78759 is looking for back
issues of Southwest Texas Historical and Genealogical Society's quarterly,
specifically for articles published with information from Lavaca County.

Roy Addicks 313 Springbranch Dr., Garland TX 75043 (note new address) is
still working on recording the cemeteries of Colorado County. This summer,
he went to Menard County, part of the old Fisher—Miller Grant, and found a
deed record naming all his German relatives that lived in the Frelsburg area
of Colorado County. He now has numerous records on them from 1847-1856, but
still has not found them in the Census records.
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Cornelia Schrader—Muggenthaler Heimeranstrasse 2, 8000 Munchen 2 BRD (West
Germany) is a language teacher and professional genealogist. She is
offering, at reasonable rates, to do genealogical research and historical
translations and would like to hear especially from other GTHS members.

Naomi Witt Fry 2608 CI earwood Circle, College Station TX 77840 would like
clarification of the term "black German." Is this term applied to a specific
area in Germany, and if so what area? If you have anything on his term,
please write to Naomi as well as to your Genealogy Editor so the answer can
appear in a future issue.

Charles E. Albers 6210 Bayou Bridge, Houston TX 77096 is searching for
information on his great grandfather Gerardt (Gerd) Albers. He would like to
make contact with descendants of the family from the Oldenburg area of
Germany. Gerd (born in 1823, son of Johann Hinrich and Grete Hobbie Albers)
came to the US around 1845 from Wapeldorf, parish of Rastede. Gerd's
brothers and sisters were: Anna Margarete (born in 1810), Johann (born in
1813), Eilert Gerhard (born in 1814) and Joahnn Hinrich (born in 1819).

Charles also has information on Gerd's grandparents and others of the
previous generation. Eilert Gerhard and Johann Hinrich also came to America
around 1845-50. The three brothers settled in the area of Waldeck, Texas.
All the Albers that Charles has found in the La Grange area are decdendants
of one of these three brothers. The oldest brother remained in Germany and
probably inherited the family home. Charles is trying to contact any
descendant of Gerd's brothers or sisters who remained in Germany.

Charles is also searching for information on his great grandfather Johann
Lehmann who came to Washington County around 1844-56 and settled around
Berlin. He and his wife, Eva Neumann had three children: Pauline
(1857-1923), Robert (1860-1936), and Gustav Herman (1868-1936). Robert was
confirmed at Berlin in 1875 and married Alvine Wilhelmine Boortz in June,
1881. Their son Robert was born in October, 1881. Apparently Eva died
around 1870 and Johann married Caroline Priesmeyer around 1874. Johann and

Caroline had seven children born between 1876 and 1887: Ida, Henry, Augusta,
Mary, Anna Minnie, John, and Johanna. Charles believes Johann was a member
of Berlin Lutheran Church at one time and later a member of Salem Lutheran

Chruch at Zionsville. Apparently Johann died around 1895, since marriage
records at Brenham show Caroline married Henry Kueck in December of 1895.
The earliest Census record Charles has found was for 1870, but he believes
the family was in the US before 1860, since Texas was listed as the
birthplace of the children born duing those years. Charles is thus looking
for evidence of their arrival in the US as well as for burial places of the
early family members. He is also looking for their specific origin in
Prussia.

Gertrude Schuller Appel 5802 Washington Blvd., Indianapolis IN 46220 is
looking for information on the brother and sister of her grandfather,
Heinrich Albert Julius Schuller. called Julius. Julius landed at New Orleans

bearing a pass dated Aug. 21, 1866, and then spent some time in California
before coming to Indianapolis in 1871. She thinks he might have been in
Texas before going to California. Julius's brother was Karl August Herman
Schuler/ Schuller, called Herman, born in 1854 in Stuttgart. He married Rose
Rudinger in 1881 and later emigrated to Texas. They had a daughter, Martha.
After Herman died, his widow and child returned to Germany. The third member
of the famly was Pauline Margareta Schuler/Schuller, born in 1838 in
Stuttgart. In 1867, she married a Mr. Strobel, first name unknown. This
couple had a son and also came to Texas, but since the relatives in the US
did not know anything about him, it is thought he may have stayed behind.
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After Pauline's husband died in Texas, she returned to Stuttgart. All these
were members of the Evangelical Church. Gertrude is looking for a good
researcher who can help her find more about the Texas period of this family's
1 if e.

Patricia Ann Schmidt Blanchard 218 Levron St., Houma LA 70360 worked on her
husband's Louisiana family lines and is now working on her own Texas
families, mostly from Colorado and Fayette counties, including these names:
Schmidt, Bauer. Kessler, Dietrich, White, Blaschke, Eckerman, Miller,
Jasek, Kuntzman, Zatopek, Huebel. Smetana, Holub, and Paivlitsches.
She is particularly looking for more information on her paternal great
grandparents William (or Charles) Schmidt and his wife Augusta, both natives
of Oldenburg, Prussia. Later they lived near Frelsburg and Columbus in
Colorado County. Different documents give his name as William and Charles.
Patricia assumes he died between 1872 and 1880 based upon knowledge of the
last child's date of birth and the 1880 Census record showing Augusta as the
wife of Henry Dietrich with the Schmidt children listed as Dietrich's
stepchildren. Thus far, Patricia has not located the family in the 1870
Census. Anyone having knowledge of this family, please contact Patricia.
She has also submitted an interesting photograph of a group of Confederate
veterans taken in Shelby Cemetery in 1914. Look elsewhere in this issue and
help her identify the occasion and others in the group.

Cristel Langfeld 1323 Blue Crest, San Antonio TX 78232 has worked on the
histories of the Wilie. Zoeller, Wendler, and Metzdorf families.

Norene SearIs 447 Satatoga, San Antonio TX 78213 is researching a
Shuckhart/Schuckhardt family who lived in in Stark County, Ohio, and later
went to Richland County, Wisconsin. She wonders if that Shuckhart family is
related to this Schuckhart family: George Shuckhart, born 1807 in Hanover,
married to Wilhelmina Mark at Carahessa, Germany. Wilhelmina was born in
1805 in Hanover. They sailed for American in 1835 or 1836 on the ship "Nancy
Elizabeth." Accompanying them was Wilhelmina's brother Christian Mark and
their small son Christian Mark Schuckhart. A daughter was born on the ship
and was named Nancy Elizabeth, after the ship. George died in 1879,
Wilhelmina in 1881, and both are buried at Salem Reformed Cemetery, Osnaburg,
Stark County, Ohio. Their daughter Nancy Elizabeth went to Richland County,
Wisconsin, with her second husband, Henry Eagy. Does anyone know of two
different Schuckhart families that went from Ohio to Wisconsin? Information

on Norene's Kring/Crink. Sparks, and Butts families is listed in the

Genealgical Exchange section.

Dorothy Busby Rt 2, Box 2070, Boerne TX 78006 is researching the Busby
family. John Rankin Busby married Elizabeth Buda/Budde on Aug. 6, 1856, at
Clinton in DeWitt County. The date is verified by the marriage license.
According to a Busby family Bible, Elizabeth was born Dec. 15, 1839, in
Ozenburg, Germany. Family tradition states that Elizabeth, her sister,and
their parents left Germany (or Alsace Lorraine) and came to New Orleans,
where the parents died of yellow fever. Supposedly Elizabeth was placed in
an orphanage and a Captain Jones of Beeville may have raised her. Dorothy
asks if anyone can shed any light on this.

Andrea Walston 919 Montclair Dr., Waco TX 76710 needs information on John

Bernard Dahlmann Dieterman, born about 1830 in the province of Westphalia,
Germany. His father was Bernard Dahlmann who died between 1830 and 1934.
His mother was Gertrude Enke.. She later married a Deiterman (thus John's use
o+ the name Dieterman) and they had a son, Edward Deiterman, also born in
Westphalia. In 1851, John Dahlmann Deiterman and Edward Deiterman came to
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Texas to live with an uncle at Frelsburg in Colorado County. In 1855-57,
they lived in Covington, Kentucky, and in 1858-73, they lived in Soring
Point, Cumberland County, Illinois. This is just north of Teutopolis in
Effingham County, Illinois, where they attended St. Francis Catholic Church.
In 1873, they moved back to Texas with their wives and families and were
among the founders of Tours in McLennan County. John died about 1884 in
Tours. Elsewhere in this issue, see history of the founding of Tours and St.
Martin Church by famiies from Teutopolis, Illinois.

Gerald D. Heinrich 8066 Durham Ave., Lubbock TX 79424 plans to trace the
ancestry of Wenzel Heinrich. He and his wife Magdalena Muenster came to High
Hill, near Schulenburg, in 1866. A shoemaker by trade, Wenzel was the son of
Andreas and Theresa Heinrich of Halbersdorf, Austria. Their children were
Joseph, Ferdinand, Leopold, August, and Thekla, who married Edward Gold.
Among the original settlers of High Hill in 1860 were Joseph and Anna
(Kainer) Heinrich. Gerald would like to know if these two Heinrich families

were related, and if so, what the relationship was.

Alpha B. Wagner 8408 Edgemere Blvd., El Paso TX 79925 says her mother Elsie
Brand of San Antonio was very interested in the genealogy of the Uecker and
Rompel families of New Braunfels and Bulverde. Although her mother is
deceased, Alpha and her family are interested in pursuing the research on
these families.

Thelma Cade-Perdue 311 Hunstock, San Antonio TX 78210 is the daughter of
Winifred Schuetze Cade. She reports that Winifred's translation from the
German of August Siemering's book Texas 1882 has been accepted for
publication by Eakin Press. Winifred is also enlarging the section
containing the biography of Siemering. Publisher of the Freie Presse fur
Texas in San Antonio, Siemering had been previously a resident of Sisterdale
and a teacher at Fredericksburg.

Cheri De Salme 4403 Black Walnut Woods, San Antonio TX 78249 is a third
generation member of the Fritz Rothe family and works with Lou Fohn of San
Angelo, a third generation member of the Louis Rothe family. They are both
descendants of Heinrich Christoph Rothe and Emilie Rosa Wurzbach. originally
from Warmentsteinach, Baveria. Cheri is in charge of the Rothe family
history, chairman of the reunion committee, and writer of the family
newsletter. She is also writing a book about the Rothe family.

Helen Novosad 8725 Lugary Dr., Houston TX 77074 is interested in Michael
Hartmann who came to Cat Spring in 1847.

Pauline Phillips 12314 Crested Butte Dr., Eagle River AK 99577 knows very
little about her mother's side of the family and she is the only relative
working on the family tree. The first puzzle concerns Anton Franks and his
wife Angelika Heiman. According to the Census, both were born in Prussia,
but Pauline does not know the specific place. They lived in Fayette County
where their first child, a son, was born in 1859. Since Angelika was age 27
then, Pauline speculates that she may have had previous children who did not
survive. She does not know if they were married in Texas or before they came
to Texas. Their second child, Ida, was born in 1861, also in Fayette County.
She married John Moritz Krueger a native of Posen. As far as Pauline knows,
John came to Texas with his mother and a stepfather and lived in Fayette
County, possibly at Muldoon. John and Ida moved to Half Moon where he had a
general store and was postmaster. When the town of Shiner was established,
he moved the family there and again opened a general store and post office.
He was the first postmaster at Shiner. Pauline knows very little about this
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Krueger family, but she thinks the mother's name was Julia and that she was
married three times. One of her husbands was G» J. Henkles they lived near
Muldoon and operated a mill and molasses press. Their son was named either
Edward or Albert. Other possible surnames in this family include Kahn and
Domes. Grasping for clues, Pauline is looking for the Elizabeth Doms from
Smithville who attended her uncle's funeral in 1947 and for the families of

the two Heiman brothers who were photographers living in Half Moon and Shiner
during the same period as John and Ida Krueger (1883-98 or so). Since
Pauline lives so far away in Alaska, she would appreciate any help from our
members living in the areas where her family first settled.

Betty D. Kaiser 4200 Lull wood, Austin TX 78722 was looking for more
information on her husband's ancestors, Julius Kaiser and his father

so she wrote to the Lutheran Church in Stolberg, now in
place of birth given on Julius's tombstone. About three
received a reply from the church organist who answers such
enjoyment. The reply gave the birth, death, and marriage

dates for Johann Christian August Kaiser and his wife Joahnne Christiane
Henriette Burkhardt and well as some information on their parents and the
dates of birth of eight children. Betty fills in the rest: Christian Kaiser,
born 1806, came to New York prior to 1847 and then to Winnsbrough, and later
to Union County, both in South Carolina.
Christian's death or burial, only that he
arrived in New York in 1848 at age 14-16.
Jefferies in Union SC; they had four children. His second wife was Iris
Meng, a niece of his first wife. They had no children. His third wife was
Mary Virginia Epperson: they had six children. Both Julius and Mary Virginia
Are buried in the Burns Cemetery at Trenton, Texas.

Mary Schraeder Olson 4705 Hillside Dr., Arlington TX 76013 is looking for
information on Felix Imhoff born approximately 1856 in Germany. His wife was
Johanna Imhoff (maiden name the same as married name). She was born in 1858

in Germany, the daughter of Johannes and Eva (Butner) Imhoff. Johanna died
in 1943 in Temple, Texas. Felix must have died young as Johanna came to
Galveston in 1881 at age 23 with a three-year-old daughter, Anna Mary. She
moved to Hockley and later married Adam Schutz.
Louis Schraeder. born in 1835 in Germany and died
married Helen Dietzel in 1868 in Galveston, three
Helen was born in 1845 in Germany and died in 1821,
had four, possibly five, children.

Christian Kaiser,
East Germany, the
months later, she
inquiries for his

She does not know the place of
died about 1862-63. His son Julius

In 1850, Julius married Jane

Mary is also interested in
in 1900 in Galveston. He

years after his arrival,
also in Galveston. They

GTHS MEMBERS' GENEALOGICAL EXCHANGE

Members are encouraged to use this column format in sending information for
the Newsletter. It gives readers the names, areas, and other facts "at a
glance." Also, it is quicker for you to submit—and easier for your
Genealogy Editor to compile! Let's have more for this section.

Member

Norma Searle
^7 Saratoga
San Antonio TX 78213
512 3*14-6109

Researching
Fami1i es

Kring/Crink
Sparks
Butts

Tex. County

Settled

Refugio, Bee
Mc ^Lennan, Aransas
Medina

Religion

Catholic

Baptist
Baptist
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Genealoo1cal Exchange, continued

Member Researching
Families

Lillian Schneider
238 Sharmain PI
San Antonio TX 78221
512 922-9110

Pieper
Ahrens

Wehe

Schulze
Boeer

Gerstenberger
Schneider
Voigt
Scheel
Ulbricht
Ortmann

I9f
Tex. Countty

Settled

Comal, Bexar
Comal

DeWitt, Comal
Colorado, Wilson
Fayette, Colorado
Fayette, Colorado
Comal, Wilson
Comal

Comal

Blanco, Wilson
Fayette, Colorado,

Religion

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Catholic

Lutheran

Catholic
Lutheran

Wilson Luth.

Andrea Waiston
919 Montclair Dr.
Waco TX 76710

Berger McLennan
Wiesmaier McLennan
Wimmer McLennan, Bexar, Falls,

Archer, Cooke
Moosburger McLennan, Bexar
Deiterman/Detterman Colorado, McLennan,

Wichita
Dahlmann Colorado, McLennan
Enke Colorado, McLennan
Miller/Mtlller McLennan

Catholic
Catholic

Catholic

Catholic
Catholic

Catholic
Catholic
Lutheran,
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic

William Orton
1641 Halsell
Fayetteville AR 72701
501 ^2-8036

Patricia Blanchard
218 Levron
Houma LA 70360
50^ 879-^228

Weinbarger
Schlehufer

Herrer

Raibel.Rabel/
Rable

Schmidt
Bauer

Kessler

Doss

Eckerman

Jasek
Kuntzman

Zatopek
Huebel

Hill, McLennan
Hill, McLennan

Fayette
Fayette

Colorado?

Austin
Lavaca

Milam

Austin
Fayette
Fayette
Fayette
Fayette, Milam

Semetana/Smetana Fayette
Holub Fayette
Paivlitsches Fayette

Cathleen W Stahmer Ruetz Fayette
8115 Hazen Erdmann Fayette
Houston TX 77036 Hacker in Michigan
713 771 5331 Giermann in Michigan

Brandt Fayette
Westing Fayette
Hickel Fayette
Zimmer Fayette
Witt

Catholic
Catholic

Luth or Bapt
Luth or Bapt
Luth or Bapt
Luth or Bapt
Luth or Bapt
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic

Catholic
Catholic

Catholic
Catholic

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran
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193
Fromi Lillian Schneider, 238 Sharmain PI. San Antonio, Texas ?8221 (512)922-9190

PIEPER

KRAMM

AHRENS

ZUEGEL

WEHE

GERSTENBERGER

BOEER

KRETSCHMAR

L1CHEY

SCHULZE

KOHLEFFEL

ORTKANN

SCHNEIDER

SCHEEL

VOIGT

ULBRICHT
STEPHAN

SOURMANN

August Pieper came to Texas 18^5. Married Johanna Kramm they had
8 chlldern, Married Into Friesenhahm, Lex, Rhinehardt, Ahrens, Wehe,
Uecker, Johanna mother the widow of Christian Kramm married Johann
Kabelmacher.Pieper build first house in Bulverde, On the Gibolo Creek*
Friedrick Ahrens came to Comal Co 18^9 Lived next to Friedrick Wehe,

When Wehe died the widow married Friedrick Ahrens, Theug were k Wehe
childern. Married into Specht, Schwab, Pieper, Bourgeois, Voelcker.
The 3 Ahrens chlldern married into Pieper, Rlttermann • The widow
Wehe was nee Zuegel. Lived at Anhalt Comal Co.
Johann Gottfried Gerstenberger and wife Marie Roslna Lichey came

to Texas I854-I856. They had 6 childern. Married Into Reichert,
Woltersdorf, Boeer, Kugler. Colorado Co. And Fayette County.

Charles Selgmund Boeer & wife Anna Roslna Kretschmar came to
Texas 1851 settled first at Rudersville, Fayette Co. Then 1866 moved
to Oakland Colorado co. They had 5 childern, Who married into
Hehr, Gerstenberger, Kuglar, Wol£,Lehrich,

Johann Schulze came from Saxony to Texas and in 1853 married
The widow of Joachim Ortmann. She was nee Kohleffel. Had k Ortraann
chlldern. Who married into Krebs, Burger, Burkett, Veith, Keithel,
Then they had 1 Schulze,Carl Henry who married Louise Boeer.
They had 8 childern who married into , Orth, Boening, Klasek,
Steinbrlng, Pieper, Nitsche, Hoefflmeyer, Naumann.Colorado & Wilson co..

Adam Joseph Schneider came from Michelsrombach Germany to
New Braunfels, I850 His sweethart followed 1856. Caroline Scheel.
married. I857 and had 8 childern. Who married into Ott, Klaus,

Voigt,Hell,Hicks, Wahlj Reiley, Tscboepe.

Adam Joseph fell into thrashing machine in I878 and bleed to
death. The Widow Caroline then married Eugene Siebert ,
They had one son Eugene Jr. married Elizabeth Froelich, they had
4 childern, who married into 2eidel, Printy, Burrier,
who all live in New Braunfels Texas.

Benhard Scheel & wife Barbara Link came to Texas at diffrent
times Their 16 childern married into Schneider, Georg, Kabelmacher,
Krause, Haas, Koch, Weidner, Poss, Schmidt, Laubach, Wehe, This is
very large family. Two of Scheel boys had 15 childern each. The others
all had 6 & 8 childern. They lived in Honeycreek & New Braunfels,

Wilhelm Voigt and wife Sophie Zukenfordt (Suchford) came
from BallenhausenGottingen Germany To Texas in 1853. They had
7 childern. One died on ship on way over. One drowned in Comal creek.
The others married into Schwab, Schertz, Donnerberg, Reinshagen,
Schneider, They settled in Comal Texas.

The two Ulbricht Brothers came to Texas 1887 Henry Ulbricht
wife Erenstine Stephan. they had 9 childern. married into
Vogel, Meyer, Braunholz Becker, Eberhardt, EberhardfPetrosky, Garbrecht,
Arnold. Herman Ulbricht and wife Ernestine Saurmann had 7 childerh.
Married into Strey, Warncke, Matthies, Malchar, Schneider, Lassig, .
Neisser, The Ulbricht came from Konigreich, Saxony,Germany.

Henry Ulbricht settled in Uhland Hays Co Texas And Herman
settled at Poth, Wilson Texas.

Any help on any of the families. Will be promply answered.
I have been working on these families since 1968. Still have lot
missing. So am waiting to hear from you.
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PETER PIEPER AND NEIGHBORS OF COLORADO COUNTY

Walter P. Noser

5326 Yarwell, Houston TX 77096

Peter Pieper, son of Casper Pieper, was born about 1793 in Westphalia,
Germany. He was married on 16 September 1826 to Elizabeth Dedich Menke, a
widow with a two year old son named Otto Menke. Their children were John
Bernard Earnest Pieper, born 27 August 1827 and Elizabeth Pieper, born 19
August 1829. Their son died 3 March 1834.'^

Peter Pieper was a bricklayer by trade. He emigrated illegally from
Muenster, Germany to Texas in 1833. Two other men from the same area
emigrated illegally in 1833. They were Johan Heinrich Si 1kenbaumer from
Ascheberg and Ferdinand Witte from Selm.

Elizabeth Dedich Pieper received legal permission for Peter Pieper and
family to emigrate in 1835. Emigration permits were given in 1835 to the John
Bernhard Heiman family, to John Bernhard Kleikamp and wife, Clara Puelar, to
Bernhard Heinrich Honerman also known as Bernhard Schneider,to Bernhard
Heinrich Si 1kenbaumer and wife , Elizabeth Ketterman with one child. The
Si 1kenbaumer name was shortened to Beimer when he came to Texas. Accompaning
the Si 1kenbaumer family was M. Elizabeth Kotter with her daughter,
Wilhelmina, aged 2. Her reason for emigrating was to join her intended
husband, Johan Heinrich Si 1kenbaumer, the brother of Bernhard ^2!l These
people all emigrated at the same time and were probably on the same ship
because they all became neighbors in the Frelsburg area.

Peter Pieper was a friend of Freidrich Ernst, the first German with a
family to settle in Texas. Caroline Von Hinueber, the daughter of Ernst,
wrote about their experiences during the "Runaway Scrape" in the Texas
Historical Association Quarterly, Vol. 2, p 227:

"When the war broke out, my father at first intended to remain at home.
But the Mexicans had induced the Kickapoo Indians to revolt, and he was
warned by Captains Lester, York and Pettus against the savages. We then set
out with the intention of crossing the Sabine and seeking safety in the
States. When we arrived at the Brazos, we found so many people assembled at
the ferry that it would have been three days before the one small ferry-boat
could have carried us over the stream. The roads were almost impassable. So
my father pitched his camp in the middle of the Brazos bottom near Brenham,
here we remained until after the battle of San Jacinto. Thirteen men with

their families, mostly Munsterlanders and Oldenburgers from Cummins Creek,
were in our party. They were Weppler, Captain Vrels, Bartels, Piefer,
Boehmen, Schneider, Kleekamp, Kasper Heiman, Grunder, and Witte. Some of the
Germans fared ill on account of their tardy flight. Mrs. Geogens and her two
children were captured by the Indians and taken to the border of Texas, where
American traders ransomed the lady, but had not sufficient money to purchase
the children. These remained with the Indians. The Mexicans captured Stoehlke
and intended to hang him. Upon his using the name of Jesus Christ, they
released him. Kasper Simon was also made a prisoner, but released upon
exhibiting his ignorance of the whereabouts of the Texas Army. n[S)

Peter Pieper served during the Texan's war for Independence from 5 May
1836 to 23 August 1836 and was later awarded Bounty Warrant No. 1690 for 320
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acres in Colorado County. He assigned this to William Frels and Frels
received Patent No. 220 GLO Vol. 2 Abstract 460 in Colorado County.

Peter Pieper settled on land in Colorado County East of Cummins Creek.
Two creeks crossed this land, The larger of these was later named Pipers
Creek and ran Northeasterly through the center of his tract in a gently
rolling beautifully wooded area. Redgate Creek runs North and South through
the East quarter of his League. The land is Spring fed with many gravel
deposits. In 1836 he applied for a Mexican land grant. In February,1838 he
received Texas land Certificate Number 62 for one Labor of land in addition
to the League granted by the Mexican government. There must have been some
doubt about the legality of the Mexican grant because he asked for and
received Texas land Certificate Number 132 for the original League of land in
August 1838.

Colorado County Deed Records indicate that Pieper sold some of his land
to Jacob Walters in 1837 and to William Frels shortly after getting his Land
Certificate. A land survey was made of his league in March 1838. He and his
neighbors, William Frels, Bernard Schneider, Casper Heiman, and Samuel
Redgate served as chainmen during land surveys made by surveyors L. S. Hagler
and Williard Wadhams.

When the applications for Land certificates were signed in February
1838, Peter Peiper, William Frels, Jacob Walters, Bernard Schneider, Casper
Heiman and Bernard Beimer acted as witnesses for each other and for the

deceased Henry Bymer (Johan Heinrich Si1kenbaumer). In August 1838, Jacob
Walters and John Oatkin witnessed Land Certificate for Casper Simon. Jacob
Walters and Casper Simon witnessed Land Certificate for Adolphus
Zimmerscheid. Charles Gieseke and Jacob Walters witnessed Land Certificate

for Peter Pieper.

Elizabeth Kotter and Casper Simon's common law marriage was made legal
with their marriage under Texas law at Columbus on 9 July 1837. Elizabeth
Kotter Simon was widowed and shortly thereafter married Peter Pieper on 11
September 1838. She made application for letters of administration on the
estate of and was declared the sole survivor and legal heir of Casper Simon.

At the time of their marriage, Peter Pieper and Elizabeth Simon each
had small children. Peter Pieper's stepson, Anton Menke Pieper, was fifteen
/ears of age. Anton moved to New Braunfels and became Sheriff of Comal County
at age 26. A daughter, Elizabeth Pieper, born in Munster, received a gift of
165 acres of land from Peter Pieper on 1 January 1851 and was married to
William Hahnlan at Columbus Texas on 10 January 1853.

Elizabeth Kotter Simon Pieper had two daughters at the time of her
marriage to Peter Pieper. The eldest, Wilhelmina Si 1kenbaumer, born 15 April
1832 in Mur.ster, Westphalia, Germany, was the daughter of Johan Heinrich
Si 1kenbaumer who emmigrated illegally in 1833 and who must have died before
his daughter arrived in Texas. Wilhelmina married Antone Neuendorff on 13
February 1847 in Columbus, Texas. Wilhelmina and her husband, Antone
Neuendorff received 288 1/2 acres of land as a gift from her mother on 13 May
1847. This was shortly after the Casper Simon Headright was patented on 16
"ebruary 1846. The second daughter, Elizabeth gave her maiden name as Simon
'jhen 'iht married Ernest Koenig in Fayette County on 29 July 1856.

Elizabeth Kotter Simon and Peter Pieper had three children. Their first
son, Frtiidri c:h, died young. A daughter, Julia was born at Frelsburg in 1840
And 1aUr married John B. Braden at Mentz, Texas on 20 May 1857. Their
/j.'.ngyst -jori, Paul Piepe^, was born 20 June 1846 in Frelsburg, served in the
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17th Regiment of the Texas Infantry during the Civil War, married Catherine
'Jendel at Mentz, Texas on 28 August 1866, and died 6 December 1924 at
Barclay, Falls County, Texas^4)

Fc?ter Pieper began selling portions of his headright lands as early as
!S37. His first sales were to his German friends and neighbors such as Jacob
•Jalters, William Frels, John Grunder, George Damkin, Renke Stoltze, Bernard
Beumer, Carl Giesecke, Bernard Schneider and others. Most of these families
:amped with Friedrich Ernst during the "Runaway Scrape".

Peter Pieper and his wife, Elizabeth Kotter Simon Pieper, gave two
.ortions of land in the Pieper headright to Bishop John M. Odin of the
~atholic Diocese of Galveston in order to build a church in Frelsburg. After
the Casper Simon headright was patented in 1846, they sold portions of it to
.tcent immigrants from Germany. Land sales by him and his wife show some 60
separate portions of land. These sales may have been a major source of their
total income.

Recent research in the early Catholic records of Galveston and Houston
indicate that difficulties were encountered by the early missionary priests.
Father John Timon, rector of the Vincentian Seminary of St- Mary of the
Barrens, Missouri brought Father Nicholas Stehle to Texas to work among the
Catholics settled along the Brazos and Colorado Rivers. Father Stehle was
sent out on his missions on 22 December 1840- On 18 Jan- 1841 the Texas

Congress confirmed the use, occupation and enjoyment of the existing
churches, church lots and mission churches to the Roman Catholic
Congregations^ living in or near the vicinity of the same. Father Stehle
found frontier life too strenuous and was returned to Missouri on 13 July
1841. Father John Odin, appointed Vicar Apostolic to Texas, was one of the
early missionaries in Texas who was later consecrated Bishop of Texas at New
Orleans on 6 March 1842. He returned to Galveston on 13 May 1842.(5) Bishop
Odin dedicated St. Vincent de Paul Church in Houston on 17 July 1842. In the
spring of 1843 Bishop Odin began to keep what is now called "The Saddle Bag
Records" because it was carried in the saddle bags of the early priests. One
of these priests, Father F. P. Oge' made a trip to Colorado County in
November 1843 to a location he names Westmunster, Colloretto County which was
probably in or near Frelsburg. He performed marriages and baptized children
jf families who had not seen a Priest for several years:

5 Nov 18^3 baptized:
Elizabeth Pieper, age 8, daughter of Peter Pieper and Elizabeth Kotter.
Julia Pieper, age 3 1/2 daughter of Peter Pieper and Elizabeth Kotter.
Louis Beimer, age 5 1/2, son of the deceased Bernhard Beimer and his

wife Elizabeth.

William Casper Beimer, born 17 Feb 1839, son of the deceased Bernhard
Beimer and his wife Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Beimer, born 13 May 1840, daughter of the deceased Bernhard
Beimer and his wife Elizabeth.

Bernadine Schneider, age 2 10/12, daughter of Bernard Schneider and
Clara Peular.

John Heinrich Schneider, age 10/12, son of Bernard Schneider and Clara
Peular.

Elizabeth Heiman, age 2, daughter of Casper Heiman and Barbara Wetzel1.

11 November 1843 in Westmunster, Coloretto County.

Performed Marriages of :
Peter Pieper and Elizabeth Kotter.
Bernard Schneider and Clara Peular.
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Casper Heiman and Barbara Wetzel 1.
m

Baptized Johanna Elizabeth Jurgan, born 26 Aug 1836, daughter of the
deceased Jurgan and his wife Elizabeth Henige.

20 November 1843, Colloretto County, Baptized:
Johanna Rohr, born 14 April 1840
Edmond Rohr, born January 1843.
children of ?

Maria Forster, born 30 March 1840, daughter of John and Elizabeth
Forster.

21 November 1843, Colloretto County, Baptized:

Phillip Edward Cuhman, born 21 May 1843, son of Edward and Magdelena
Cuhman, citizen of Westmunster.

30 November 1843, baptized:
Ludoviciam Jipe', born 14 July 1840, daughter of the deceased Henrie

Jipe* and his wife, a Protestant.
EmiJlia Maria Louisa Wilke, born 29 May (1843?) daughter of Henrie Fred

Louis Wilkie and Elizabeth Lander, citizens of San Felipe.(6)

The 1850 census of Colorado County shows No. 187 Peter Pieper age 59 and
his wife Elizabeth age 43 but does not list his children.

Colorado County Prohate Case 282 in Book D, page 96 shows that on 27
March 1335 Antone Burttschell, the second husband of Wilhelmina Si 1kenbaumer
Nuendorf, w<*fc named administrator of the Estate of Peter Pieper who died
shortly before this date. His widow, Elizabeth Kotter Pieper, died some time
before December 1862. Land records indicate that her surviving children by
quit-claim deeds to each other divided the remaining portion of the Casper
Simon Headright in December 1862.\7)

Notes and Comments

1 Records were obtained in 1983 from Bistumarchiv
Munster at 4400 Munster, Georgskommende 19 and at
Staatsarchiv, Munster, Bohlweg 2 Nordhein-Westfalen, West
Germany. Information on where to find records was obtained
from Smith, Clifford Neal & Anna Piszczan-Czaja, American
Genealogical Resources in German Archives (QGRIGA)t A
Handbook. Munchen, Verlag Documentation, Publishers, 1977,

3 Schroeder,August, Editor Bietrage zur nestfalischen
Familienforschung Band 22-24, 1964-1966, pp 65,66,275,298.
English translations of references are:

156 Johan Bernhard Heimann from Isendorf, area of Vorhelm,
grocer, age 50 with wife, Elizabeth Knappkotter, age 40 from
Beckum, and children A. Elizabeth, 23, Johan Bernhard, 21,
A. Christ, 15, Herman, 11, Anton. 9, Heinrich, 7, Elisabeth
5, Stephan, 2 emigrated in 1834 to North America.

161 Johan Bernhard Kleikamp from Ascheberg, Weaver, born 25
Aug. 1806, and wife, Clara Peular from Rinkerode with one 6
year old child emigrated in 1835 to America.
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162 Bernhard Heinrich Si 1kenbaumer from Ascheberg, farmer,
born 20 March 1804, and wife, Elizabeth Ketterman from
Rinkerode with one nine month old child emigrated in 1835 to
America.(Changed his name to Beimer, sometimes spelled
Baumer, Beymer or Bymer when he came to Texas).

163 M. Elizabeth Kotter from Eickendorf, area of
Drensteinfurt, age 28 with daughter, Wilhelmina, born 20
April 1832, emigrated in 1835 to North America-Texas. (She
accompanied the Bernhard Si 1kenbaumer family to reach his
brother, her intended husband).

165 Peter Pieper from Munster, Bricklayer, age 42, with
wife, Elizabeth Dedig, age 43, stepson Anton Aloys Otto
Menke, born 23 Sept. 1823, and daughter Elizabeth, age 5
1/2, emigrated legally in 1835 to North America- New Mexico.
Pieper had emigrated illegally in 1833.

3999 Johan Heinrich Silkenbomer from Ascheberg, farm
laborer born 7 Feb. 1800, emigrated in 1833 to America
without consent. He is father of illegitimate child of
Elizabeth Kotter, No. 163.

4001 Ferdinand Witte from Selm, weaver, born 17 Oct. 1795,
with son, Ferdinand, born 10 May 1815, emigrated without
consent in 1833 to America. Accompanied by wife and child
(of son ?).

4520 Berhard Heinrich Honermann also called Schneider from
Ascheberg, born 7 March 1814, son of Johan Heinrich
Honermann and Bernard!ne Schneider emigrated in 1835 to
America.

3 Names were given late in life by Caroline von Hinueber
to her grandnephew, Robert Kleberg Jr., who translated them
into English. Crystal Sasse Ragsdale in The Golden Free
Land, p.14, gives the first names of the men. My research
indicates that Piefer was Peter Pieper, Boehmen was Bernhard
Heinrich Beimer (Si 1kenbaumer), Schneider was Bernhard
Schneider. These names have been spelled differently in
land records, ie:

Amsler, Armsler; Weppler; Vrels, Frels, Freils; Bartels;
Damke, Damkin, Dannker; Wolters, Walters; Piefer, proably
Pieper or Piper; Boehmen, probably Baumer, Beimer or Bymer,
Schneider, Sdyder, Snider; Kleekamp, Kleikamp,Kleekamper;
Kasper Hiemann, Hyman, Heilman; Grunder, Gruender; Witte;
Stoehlke, Stoltze, Stoelje. Other German names such as
Goergens or Jurgens were anglicised by clerks who spelled
the names the way they were sounded. No doubt, many of the
early German immigrants had difficultyin communicating in a
language foreign to their own.

* Vital records were obtained from church and civil
records. Detailed records appear in privately printed
Early German Immigrants to Bernardo, Mentz, Frelsburg in
Colorado, County, Texas by Noser, Garnett Pickett and
Walter. P.,1981.
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Ill

a Castaneda, Carlos. E. Our Catholic Heritage in
Texas, 2529-2936, Vol. 7 Austint Von Boeckmann-Jones.
1958.

O'Donnell, Sister Mary Brendan, Annunciation
Church-Catholic Motherchurch of Houston, Master of Arts
Thesis, 1965, University of Houston.

"Saddle Bag Records" of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,
the first Catholic church in Houston, Texas. Records are now
in Houston- Galveston Diocese archives in Houston, Texas.

Colorado County Probate records, Book D,p419. p505,
P517, p566, Book E, p.7,8,9,16, Book L, p.327-37.

Additional Comments

I <• you have followed this confusing story thus far, perhaps a few additional
comments are in order.

Walter Noser submitted a .lengthy paper on these families, published in our
Summer 1981 issue, pages 39-44- Also in 1981, he and his wife, Garnett,
expanded that article into "Early German Immigrants to Bernardo, Mentz,
Frelsburg in Colorado County, Texas" which Mr. Noser cites in footnote 4.
Mr. Noser also had an article in our Bummer 1984 issue on his research trip
to Germany. In addition to the sources cited in the footnotes to this

article, he sent some 20 pages o-f documentary evidence, including many land
transaction records.

Yet, questions still remain. There are many names mentioned in this article;
some fit into the story, while others do not. In addition, there is still a
question as to when: the Si ikenbaumer /Si 1kenbohmer name was shortened to

Beimer. Perhaps it was when he lived in South Carolina, before coming to
Texas. We may never know for sure. How do we know those people (in the
third paragraph) emigrated at the same time and "probably" on the same ship?
How do we know Peter Pieper was a friend of Friedrich Ernst? How do we know
that tlizabeeth Kotter and Casper Simon had a prior common-law marriage? How
did she find him to marry him? Even if Casper Simon died immediately after
applying for a land certificate on August 2, 1838, it would have been less
than six weeks later that his widow married Peter Pieper. Possible, but
likely?

There are other questions concerning the details of applications for land
certificates, church burial records, probate records, etc. We invite
comments from any other member or reader who has an interest in and knowledge
of these families and events.

*#•* *:•-*•*•*-*• * *

On the next two pages are a newspaper article (and translation) about the
immigrant Johann Henrich Si 1kenbohmer that tie in with the previous article.

•h **•**-** * •*• *•

ETHNIC COMMUNITIES
Do you live in a community whose early days were largely influenced by im
migrants from non-English speaking countries? Does this community retain a
European flavor? Are there festivals to enhance and keep alive those tra
ditions? The IGS is interested in collecting such information and publishing
vignettes about these communities. Let's let the Californians know about our
Texas ethnic communities. Writei Immigrant Genealogical Society, 50^3 Lanker-
shim Blvd., North Hollywood CA 91601.
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Ifil
FORJOHANNHENRICHSILKENBOHMERTHEATCEMPEDVENTUREPAIDOFF

DAYLABORORBECAMEBIGFARMER

BERNHARDROTHERSGAVEGREA^GRANDSONINFORMATIONABOUTHISFOREFATHERSINTHE

OSTERBAUERSCHAFTFAMILY.

ASCHEBERG

THECHANCEPLAYSAPART.

PRESIDENTBERNHARDROTHERSPRESIDENTOFTHE"HOMETOWNSOCIETY"HADTHISEN

COUNTERWITHARESEARCHERFROMASCHEBERG.AFEWDAYSAFTERTHELECTUREOFAN

OLDCALENDERARTICLEOFAPOORLABORORWHOIMMIGRATEDTOAMERICAIN!8J[yAND.
FORWHOMTHEWINGEDWORDSFROMTHEUNDOFIMPOSSIBLEBECAMEAREALITY.

THERESTOODTHISGREATGRANDCHILDOFTHISIMMIGRANTATTHEDOOROFTHEHUSBAND

OFTHE"flSCHEBERGERPARISHDIRECTOR"

AFEWDAYSAGOIJUSTBYCHANCEREADINANOLD"HOMESTEADCAD3NDER(19570ISSUE
ANEWSITEM,IMMIGRANTSFROMTHEAREAOFLUDINGHAUSENFOR20YRS.THATINTHE
SPRINGOF1833AIMMIGRANTASKEDABOUTACCEPTANCETOGOTOAMERICA.INTHIS
INFORMATIONTHELABORORJOHANNHENRICHSILKENBOMERBORN1800INASCHEBERGWAS
MENTIONED.HISPERSONALANDFINANCIALSITUATIONWASMENTIONEDINTHEPROCESS.THE

PROVINCIALLAWADVISEDHIMNOTTOGO.BECAUSEHEWASPOORANDCOULDNOTPAY
HISWAY.(AHOBRECKERFROMHAMMQUICKLYMADEHIMSEU'AVAIABLETOOVERTAKETHE
EXPENSEOFTHETRIP)ANDBECAUSEOFAHEALTHPROBLEM(MANGEL*THISCOULDBEANY
HEALTHPROBLEM)HEWASDEFERREDFROMARMYDUTY.
INSPITEOFALLSILKENBOMERJOINEDAGROUPOFIMMIGRANTSFROMHAMMANDIMMIG

RATEDTOSOUTHCAROLINAINUSA.THISWRITEUPINTHE"HOMESTEADCALENDER"

SPEAKSMAINLYOFPOORFOLKSTHATHADNOCHANCEOFEXCISTANCETHBRE.BUTTHE

HOBRECKERAFACTORYOWNERWHOSOLDHISFACTORYINORDERTOSTARTANEWBUS

INESSPAIDTHEFAREFORTHEGROUPFROMHAMM.

ONEDAYLATERAFTERISAWTHISNEWSITEMINTHE"HOMELANDCAIENDER"FORAFACT

THERESTOODATMYDOORTHEGREATGRANDCHILDOFTHISJOHANNHENRICHSILKENBOJffiR

WITHAPAPERTHATHADMYNAMEONITANDASKEDABOUTHISFOREFATHERSINGERMANY.

THEVISITORSTOLDUSTHATALLTHEIMMIGRANTSATTHATTIMEALLMADEITGOOD.THE

LABORORJOHANNHEINRICHSILKENBOMERSOMETIMEAFTERHECAMETOTHEUSAOB

TAINEDSEVERALTHOUSANDMORGANSOFLANDFROMTHESTATSANDACQUIREDANICEFARM.

BECAUSE7KEPTAREPORTOFALLTHEFAMILIESOFTHEPARISHINASCHEBERGICOULD

GIVEMYAMERICANVISITORSATHOROUGHINFORMATIONABOUTTHEIRFOREFATHERSFROM

THEHQFJ*SILKENBOMEROSTERBAUERSCHAFT129(THISISOURRELATIVESWEVJSITTHERE)
ANDALSOALOGICALLYCORRECTINFORMATIONOUTOFTHE"HOMELANDCAI^NDER".

INLATERYEARSALOTOFYOUNGERFARMERSANDSONSOFMIDDLECLASSCITIZENSIMMI-

GfiATEDTOAMERICAFROMTHEAREAOFLUDINGHAUSEN,BUTALSOTOTHEEASTINUSA.
THEMOSTOFTHEMCAMEFROMWELLTODOANDGOODSITUATEDFAMILIESSOTHATTHEY

BROUGHTWITHTHEMAGOODSTARTINGCAPITAL.

FROMTHECONTACTASOFTODAYWITHTHEIMMIGRANTSWEHLARTHATTHEYAREWELL

SATISFIEDBfU.S.A,ANDCANADA.THEMOSTINTHEIRGROUPHAVEMAINTAINEDTHEIR
$PLATTDEUTCH)LOWGERMANLANGUAGEINTHEIRNEWHOMELAND,ONLYWITHTHESECOND
WORLDWARITCAMETOABREAKTHATTHEYOUNGERGERERATIONSPEAKSONLYENGLISH.

ONJULY9thRELATIVESOFTHEIMKIGRANTEDFAMILYDABBELTWILLVISITTHEIRRELATIVES

INGERMANY^ORHM/tN^DAYS.THISISNOT'ARARETHING,MOSTEVERYYEARGERMAN
AMERICANSCOMEONA"SIGHTSEEINGTOi.'H"TOGERMANYINTHLHOMETOWNOFTHEIR

FOREFATHERSANDAREHEARTLYGREETEDANDWELCO?CEDANDTAKEN-INASFRIENDLYRELATIVES.GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1987 Vol. 9 (IX) No. 3 (Fall)
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COMAL COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
P.O. Box 583 • New Braunfels, Texas 73130

INFORMATION

MEETINGSt 7i30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month (except

July) in the 2nd floor meeting room of the First

Savings & Loan on the Plaza in New Braunfels, Texas.

DUESi $10.00 per year

FAMILY FOOTSTEPSf Published quarterly (Mar., June, Sept., Dec.)

Mailed to out of town members.

Queries are free to members and vill be placed

as space permits. Non-members may place quer

ies at a cost of $1.00 per query. Address tot

Editor, Family Footsteps Quarterly

P.O. Box 583 New Braunfels, TX 78130

Local & family histories are located in a small Genealogical Section

in the Dittiinger Library. Ask the Librarian for assistance.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

COMAL COUNTY TX MARRIAGE BOOKS - $8.00 per book plus $1.00 postage.

Book 1 1846-1864 - Over 1,500 Names

Book 2 1864-1877 - Over 1,700 Names

Book 3 1877-1888 - Over 2,000 Names

Book 4 1888-1897 - Over 2,000 Names

Book 5 1897-1907 - Over 1,600 Names

NEW BRAUNFELS TX CEMETERY RECORDS - $18.00 plus $2.00 postage.

QUARTERLIES! $2.00 per number plus 50 cent postage.

Volume I 1984 - Numbers 1, 2, and 3

Volume II 1985 - Numbers 1, 2, and 3

Volume III 1986 - Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY ARE INVITED TO JOIN OUR GROUP.

VISITORS ARE WELCOME.
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^ The TEXAS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY was founded in*^-?
^kw\^*^£L November, 1960, for the purpose of enriching the wealth
l^y^ffr .(J^ of genealogical and historical research material in
P LA Sy Texas, and to make it more readily available to all

%f «^> who seek their family and local history.
» v ' Your membership in TSGS makes you a partner in a unique

*$* ^r opportunity to preserve the family heritage of our
Aj < ^ State. Your financial support will assist the Society

c§> ^° in expanding these many opportunities.
v

Your membership will also bring you into contact with
other genealogists, and will entitle you to a voice

in Society affairs. The Society meets annually for a combination business meet
ing and conference which features noted lecturers on a variety of genealogical
topics. You will receive four issues per year of the official publication,
STIRPES, with FREE query priviledges in each issue. Should you wish to purchase
space for a paid advertisement, as a member you will receive a 10% discount.

STIRPES (Latin word for roots) totals approximately three-hundred pages each
volume (year) and carries a full-name AND a topical index. While we are dedi
cated to TEXAS related material, there are also articles of general interest,
a regular feature on ethnic genealogy, a bulletin board of meeting information
as well as the usual book reviews and queries and advertisements. If you have
not seen a recent issue of STIRPES, we hope you will ask your local library
for a copy.

The TSGS Board of Directors cover the State, and we are in your area to serve
you and your local Society. We invite your inquiries.

Membership and Subscription Data

Memberships and Subscriptions are by the Calendar Year, payable on or before
each January 1. Those joining during the year will receive those issues already
published. If you wish to receive a membership card, please include a Self-
Addressed-Stamped-Envelope with your membership/subscription order.

Individual Member $15.00 Contributing Member $20.00
Member & Spouse $18.00 Patron Member $50.00

Subscriptions (Libraries & Societies) . . . $20*00
Foreign addresses should add $3.00

Checks and/or money orders for membership dues and/or subscriptions should be
made payable to

TEXAS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

and mailed to

2507 Tannehill

Houston, Texas 77008-3052

You are invited to submit your first query with your membership check.

New Member ( ) Renewal ( ) Individual $15 ( ) Individual & Spouse $18 ( )

Library/Society$20 ( )

If Individual & Spouse, please give BOTH names. LADIES, maiden name please.

first middle/maiden ' last

first middle/maiden last

NAILING ADDRESS:

Cotintv Telephone ( )
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This article was submitted by Andrea Walston, 9^9 Montclair, Waco TX 877IO.
For ease in reading, we are using Andrea's typed version of the history .of
St. Martin's at Tours. Currently, Sr. Mary Elizabeth Jupe, GTHS member, is

TheJVcst News-July 16,1987 gg^^gartin9^5 t0 prepare a comprehensive history

50 & 60 Years Ago
60 Years Ago...

Friday, July 15,1927

3 Business Buildings
Burn In Aqullla

Fire starting In a room
at the Pool hotel from an
oil stove which a roomer
had left burning, at 10
o'clock Saturday morn
ing, completely destroyed
that hotel, a barber shop
and fixtures belonging to
P.M. Whaling, a vacant
restaurant building
belonging to Rube
Harvey, and then spread
to the homes of Jim
Cauble and Joe Burt
where It was checked by
the combined efforts of
the West, Hillsboro and
Whitney fire departments.

Aqullla only possessed
a bucket brigade and it
would have been
Impossible to have
checked the flames
without the aid of neigh
boring towns.

By Dorothy Warren

Catholic State League Will Meet at Tcurs Church

Ot*i man
Texas at the

It. wi;h an 11
Below are vi

over. Insel Is

new biiildini:

Call) lies will assemble Tuesday lor the annual convention of the Catholic State League In
newly remodeled St Martins church of Tours Above are shown exterior and interior views of
set of Rev Georpe J. Dudfl. pastor, who is spiritual director for the Slate In the denomination.
e*i ol Hie church, one of the oldest Catholic houses of worship in this area, before It was made
the lite Rev Christopher Preker. who was pastrr until his death Dedication services for the
mil be held ourtng the convention, —Waco News-Tribune.

50 YEARS AG0...Julu 16. 1S37

STATE CDNUENTIDN FDR CATHOLICS TO BE HELD AT TOURS

For the first time in the history of Central Texas the annual convention
of the Catholic State League of Texas will meet in this section July 20 to 22.
the meeting Dlace to be at St. Martin's Church in Tours, of which Rev. George
J. Duda is pastor. This is the thirty-ninth convention of the Catholic League
and an attendance of 350 to 400 is exoected.

Following is a summary of the history of St. Martin's Parish at Tours.
Ue found this article to be of much interest, therefore pass it on to our

readers:

In December. 1B72. the northern part of McLennan county was formally
ODened to colonists. On the feast day of St. Martin of Tours. November 11,
1B73. four resolute German Catholic families. accomDanied by two single men.
arrived in what is now called Tours, eighteen miles north of Waco. They came
from Effingham. Illinois, to stake their claims and establish future homes.
They called the Dlace Martinsville, in honor of St. Martin.
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The first comers were Edward Deitermann. wife and family, John
Deitermann. wife and family, Clemens Uptmor, wife and family, Frank Debendner,
wife and family, George Busker and Beorge Hirshfield. These were followed
about a month later by Wencel flashek, Austoria, 111. and Theodor Prumer and
Ernest Willenberg from Quincy, 111. In February, 1B74. two Irish families
joined the settlement. they were Bryan O'Connell and family and Martin
D'Connell and family. The record does not state where the D'Connells came
from.

Those sturdy Catholic settlers, when they had built their own little
homes, their next consideration was to build a house, however humble, to their

Bod, whBre Christ's very substance might be tabernacled in thier midst.
Therefore, under the guidance of Father Bussant, Pastor at Waco, they
commenced to build the first little log church on Monday in Holy Week, 1B74.
Five days later, Holy Saturday, Father Edward Fleury blessed the cross and
placed in over the front entrance. The next day, Easter Sunday, he hald the
first service m the unfinished church. Dn the feast of St. Mark the

Evangelist. April 25. 1B74, the little church was dedicated to God in honor of
St. Martin of Tours, ar.d from that day the church was called St. Martin's and
the colony was called St. Martinsville, later changed to Tours on account of
the U. S. postmark.

During the summer and fall of 1B74. several families cam to Tours. Among
them was John Jupe, who when the priest could not come, read for years an
explanation of the epistle and gospel of the Sunday by Rev. Father Boffine.

Among the next group of settlers who came in December. 1B74, was Heinrich
Hardtrup who was a graduate of the Franciscan College, Quincy, 111. He taught
the first school in Tours, called the Ranch School, and he instructed the

children every Sunday in Christian Doctrine. After a few years he was
succeeded by Mrs. FBatherfon, a sincere convert to the Catholic faith. She
taught for some years until she moved with her husband. Dr. Featherfon, to
California.

The little log church of Tours was attended for the first three years by
Father Bussant. He said mass in Tours twice a month and administered the

Sacraments. He baptised the first child born in Tours, 1B7B. Louis Frederick
Uillenborg, son or Ernest Willenborg and Elizabeth Prumer. Some time during
the year of 1B75 a small two-room half-log and half-box rectory was built.
From the years 1B7B to 1B79 Father Fleury administered to the congregation of
Tours. He could come only twice a month, as he had eight other mission
churches to attend. Just as the first cross was blessed by Father Fleury for
the gable of the log church, so the first marriage was performed by him on
January IB, 1B79. The recipients of the sacrament were Frank Debendner, Jr.
and Helen Hordemann.

From September, 1879, the congregation of Tours was attended by several
missionary priests and all records were kept in Father Joseph's rectory,
Marlin, as he was the priest in charge of Tours. Little is known of those
seven years between 1B79 and 1BBB, as all records were destroyed when the
rectory of Marlin was burned to the ground December, 1BBB, and Father Joseph
died the day after the fire. About all we know is that the first little
rectory of Tours was destroyed by storm in 1BB2 and that Father Joseph had a
three room rectory built the same year. In 1BBB a larger rectory was erected
for Father Adelar, who was the first resident pastor.

He commenced to build the second frame church in 1BB7, which was finished
in 1BBB by his succesor. Father Carl Preis. The day the second church was
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Xob
dedicated is not stated in the records, but two bells were blessed that day
and placed in the tower. The little bell was called St. Agnes. It was
donated by Frank Jerabek. The large bell was given by the congregation and
called St. Martin. There were over twenty priests present on that occasion.
Among them were Father Badelon of Waco and Father Chromcik of Fayetteville.

A few days after this great even on February 9, Aloysius Kolar died and
was buried the next day with a Requiem Mass from the new church. This was the
second death to take place in Tours. The first was Clemens Uptmor, who died
Just after the first log church was finished.

In the summer of 1BB9 thB Most Rev. N. A. Ballagher, bishop of the
diocese of Balveston, appointed Father J. B. Bleissner pastor of Tours, now
Right Rev. Msgr. Bleissner of Bryan. During his administration, in 1B90, the
first parochial school was constructed and the Sisters of Divine Providence,
San Antonio, were procured as teachers. In November, 1B9B, FathBr S. Wiese
came as pastor. He was succeeded by Father Christopher Preker in October
1B97. Father Preker was pastor of St. Martin's for over thirty-eight years
and during his administration, in 1912, the rectory was enlarged. The same
year the church was enlarged and the sanctuary beautified. In 1927 the
present large brick parochial school was built. Father Preker died February
7, 1935. He was the first priest to die as resident pastor of Tours.

In March, 1935, the present incumbent. Father Beorge J. Duda, was
apiointfid pastor of St. Martin's, Tours.

A4 • The Chronicle ofHigher Education
• September SO, 1987

notes
The main reading room and

gallery of the Library of Congress
will close on-December 9 at 5 p.m.
for about one year, as part of an
extensive renovation project that
began in 1986 and is scheduled to be
completed in 1992.

"It's going to be tight around
here," admits John C. Broderick, the
assistant librarian for research
services.

He says, however, that every
effort will be made to minimize the
impact of the closing of the reading
room, located in the library's
Thomas Jefferson Building. Other
reading rooms—in the Jefferson and
the John Adams Buildings—will
expand their hours and services, and
a computerized book-catalog
center will be available in the Adams
Building.

The library's third and newest
structure, the James Madison
Building, was dedicated in 1980.

Mr. Broderick stresses that the

improvements produced oy ine
renovation project will more than
compensate for any short-term
inconvenience. For instance,
moving the card catalog to a new
location will permit the current
three-quarters-circle of desks in the
main reading room to become a full
circle. In addition, the present
number of terminals available in the
computerized catalog center near
that room will more than double.

The library also has plans to:
• Create many more study

rooms, which scholars could reserve
from periods of a few months up to
four years.

• Establish divisions for
European studies, American studies,
and other fields by consolidating
administrators, books, and exhibits
related to each of those research
areas.

• Restore many of the
decorative features that contribute to
the library's beauty.

In the meantime, Mr. Broderick
says, "we hope that people will bear
with us, because the library is open
for business. In many parts, patrons
won't notice any difference at all."

He does recommend, however,
that scholars check with the General
Reading Rooms Division for
information on how the renovation
might affect their plans to do
research at the library.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Society for
German-American Studies

Ap il28-30,1988
Millersville University

of Pennsylvania

Commemorating the 20th anniver
saryof the society, the first protest
againstslavery in America in Ger-
mantown 1688, and the origins
and influences of the German ele
ment in Pennsylvania on the
American culture. Abstracts of
scholarly papers dealing with
these and related topics should be
submitted by November 1, 1987,
to Prof. C. Richard Beam, Center
for Pennsylvania-German Studies,
Wickersham Hall, Millersville
University, Millersville, PA 17551

Public Broadcasting
System's TV lineup
for this fall in
cludes "Heimat"—
a German soap opera
with subtitles. It
traces the lives
of three German
families over 63
years.
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act

^^ P.O. Box 6738
San Antonio* Texas 78286

To: Associate Members and Friends of the San Antonio

Liederkranz. Greetings:

As requested by many of you, here is a list of
activities for the next few months.

Sept. 25 11 a.m. St. Joseph Church 4th Sunday Mass

Sept. 25 2 p.m. Hermann Sons Ballroom Gerbirgs Sangerfest

Oct. 25 11 a.m. St. Joseph Church 4th Sunday Mass

Nov. 22 11 a.m. St. Joseph Church 4th Sunday Mass

Dec. 13 7:30 p.m. Central Christian All German X-Mas
Church Candlelight Service

Dec. 17 7:30 p.m. St. Joseph Church Christmas Concert

Dec. 24 11:30 p.m. St Joseph Church Midnight Mass

Jan. 21 ? First Presbyterian Ecumenical worship
Church service for the

Council of Churches

Add to this a few events that you might also enjoy:

Sept. 26 7:30 p.m. Hermann Sons Ballroom Gerbirgs Dance
Sept. 27 12 p.m. 420 E. Durango St. Joseph's

Society Festival
Oct. 3 ? 422 Pereida St. Beethoven Octoberfest

In August, the SAL was invited to sing at the 100th
Anniversary of the town of Shiner. This engagement was
enlivened by a vist to the local brewery. While the SAL has
always been famous for singing around the keg, these 500-
gallon kegs inspired a resonance and harmony seldom, if
ever, achieved. We have been invited back in the spring to
give a concert in the town's recently restored 19th- century
theater.

Although probably unseen and unheard by the throngs,
the SAL performed at 6:50 a.m; at the papal mass site. It
was an honor and a moving and uplifting experience to be
there.

As many of you already know, the SAL is getting ready
for its 100th Anniversary. Committees are working on plans
for the concert and special celebration. It is our dream to
have a home of our own with larger rehearsal space and
perhaps a German cultural center. YOU CAN HELP 1 Bring your
friends to hear us sing at St. Josephs. (Free parking at St.
Joske- Dillards.) Invite us to your church to sing to
broaden our base of support. (We charge but not that much.)

Finally, many thanks to all of you who have supported

the SAL for so long. We need and appreciate your support for
people of German heritage in San Antonio.
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By Art Kowert

"Amtlich gemeldete Geburten: Sohn von Sam
Johnson, geboren am 27. August. ..."

So read the simple announcement of the birth of
a future President of the United States of America us

it appeared in the German language newspaper, the
Fredericksburg Wochenblatt, published in the county
seat of Gillespie County. Texas, on September 9,
1908.

Lyndon Baines Johnson was born in a frame cot
tage not far from the Pedcrnalcs River, near the little
hamlet of Stonewall, about fifteen miles east of

Fredericksburg.
He was the first child of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ealy

Johnson. Jr., and when his proud grandfather rode
through the neighborhood to spread the word about
the birth of his grandson, he did it by saying, "A fu
ture United States Senator was born today."

How true (hat prediction was! And the Senator
Would go on io become President of the United
Slates of America.

Lyndon B. Johnson's parents were married in
Fredericksburg. August 20. 1907 by County Judge
Max Blum in the Gillespie Count) courthouse. His
mother was Rcbekah Baines. a daughter of J. W. and
Ru(h Huffman Baines. who lived in Fredericksburg.
President Johnson points with pride Io his German
ances(ors in the Huffman family.

Fredericksburg, Texas, was founded May 8, 1846.
by immigrants from Germany, and as more and more
arrived they settled on farms and ranches all over
Gillespie County. The land along (he Pedernales
River where (he Johnson family lived was (hen. and
still is today, some of the best and most fertile farm
and ranch land in (he s(a(c.

2/o

LBJ'S BOYHOOD AMONG THE GERMAN

Lyndon, fifth from left in back row of sophomore, junior and senior class picture, Johnson City High School, 1924.

Many of (he Johnsons' neighbors were persons who
were born in Germany or whose parents came from
(here, so his association with them stems frortv.e-arlics(
childhood. There were the Lindigs. Kleins. Beck-
manns. Ruebsahms. Weinheimers. Meiers. Danzes.

Schumanns and many others.
The little boy who put on cowboy boots when re

started to school at the age of four at the Junction
School was (o gain a genuine appreciation for these
German-American friendships, as well as the customs
and traditions he learned from his playmates, school
mates and neighbors. These early contacts gave him
an insight into (he differem cultures that made Texas
and the rest of the United States. From his father,
who served in the Texas legislature at two different
periods, he was (o gain political insight, too, into
German-American relationships, which would be

helpful to him in his later life.
When S. E. Johnson, Jr. won a seat in the special

election called for February 15, 1918 to fill the
vacancy created when his cousin. Thomas J. Martin,
entered the armed services, he was to prove himself a
(rue friend to his German-American constituents. At

that time feelings of antagonism were often encount
ered by persons of German parentage, even though
they were naturalized, or even second and third
generation American citizens.

In an account published in the April 6, 1918
Fredericksburg Standard, the English language sister-
paper of the Wochenblatt. S. E. Johnson, Jr. is
credited with using his personal influence with sena
tors in having the passage eliminated from the Loyal
ty Bill which would have bestowed the power of
arrest upon every citizen. This, in his opinion, "was
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a dangerous provision for the peaceful civil status of
the citizenship as a whole."

The anti-German feeling died down in the years
after the close of World War I: it is to the credit of
such people as the Johnsons that they had always ac
cepted their German-American neighbors and friends
for the staunch and loyal Americans—and Texans
—I hey really were.

Now visitors corr.c by the thousands to view the
birthplace that has been re-constructed just as it was
in the days when the Johnson family lived there, and
a little boy walked the half-mile trail from his home
to the schoolhouse on the hill in 1912-13. The school

still stands today overlooking the peaceful country
side.

When Lyndon was four years old. he was a pre
cocious youngster who could already spell simple
words, could recite Mother Goose rhymes and Bible
verses, and was so anxious to learn that he often ran

away from home to the nearby schoolhouse.
Since he had to walk near the river to gel there,

his mother feared for his safety, so she asked the
teacher if he 'could attend with the other children.
Miss Kate Dcadrich. the teacher, gave her consent,
and. as she recalled when invited to attend President

Johnson's inauguration, he often sat in her lap while
he recited his lessons.

Mrs. Johnson loved lo read to young Lyndon, so
he had a good foundation for starting to school at
such an early age. and he was able to keep up with
the other pupils through the eleven years he attended
school in Gillespie and adjoining Blanco Counties.

The number of pupils in the first school he attend
ed varied, but there were often as many as 30. The
one-room building was typical of the rural schools
which dotted the county, and one teacher usually
taught all the students in grades one through seven.

Many of the children of German parentage were
to learn their first English at the school; however,
there was never any lack of communication between
Lyndon and his classmates. While they were having
their English polished up. he was learning German
from them.

That he retained some of the German he learned

to speak as a youth was shown recently. After at
tending church services June 16. I96R in Trinity
Lutheran Church across the river from the LBJ

Ranch, he pointed out the building nearby in which
classes had been held when he was a boy. saying that
was where he had learned some of this German.

Helen Thomas, of United Press International and

a member of the White House press corps, asked
him whether he could still speak German, and would
he say something for her. He complied readily, with
a smile: "Wo wollen Sic hingehen?" This brought
more smiles, as the press corps is always "going
somewhere" when "covering" the President!

As he grew older, and when he was not in school.

Lyndon had chores on the farm, just as other hoys
did in those days. When his father was serving in the
Texas legislature he assigned certain chores to his
oldest son. telling him he would be "the man of the
house."

By this time there were other children in the John
son family. There were three girls: Rcbekah. who be
came Mrs. Oscar Bobbin: Lucia, who married Birgc
Alexander: and Joscfa. who was married to Jim

Moss at the t ne ol her death: and there was a broth

er. Sam Hou-ton Johnson.

Taking hi- lather's word literally, that he was
"in charge." Lyndon assigned certain chores to his
sistersand brother, including feeding the chickens and
gathering eggs, chopping wood for the kitchen range
and heating stoves, taking care of the livestock.
Though some of them protested when father returned
home. Mr. Johnson took Lyndon to task only if his
daughters had been worked too hard.

The Pedcrnales Kiver. on whose banks President
Johnson was to welcome heads of foreign states and
American dignitaries, was the source of fun and re
laxation, tixi. for the Johnson children. Here they
could go fishing with cane poles, and there were
many delightful swimming holes in the pools among
the white rocks from which the river got its name.

School for young Lvndon. as he grew older, con
tinued at Stonewall. While he could walk to the
Junction School, he rode a donkc) the two miles to
Stonewall. Later he went to Albert, and rode a horse
to get there, because that was Itrther from home. He
liked to recall that his father named all his horses
after United States presidents: the good ones were
named for Democrats and the others after Repub
licans! The one he rode to Albert was a "nag." he
recalled, named after a Republican president.

The Johnson familv moved back and forth, too.

between their home in Stonewall and their house in

Johnson City, about fifteen miles east.
While he was attending high school in Johnson

City, young Lyndon entered the University Inter-
scholastic League debate. His mother had taught "ex
pression" in Fredericksburg before her marriage, and
so she encouraged her son to enter debate and speech
events.

In his senior year he and his partner. John Brooks
Casparis. won the debate competition in the county
meet. The issue revolved around the question of
whether United States Marines should be stationed in

Nicaragua. Historians may someday compare the
similar situation that exists today when there is con
stant debate over whether ihe United Slates should

he in Vietnam.

But Lyndon had fun. too. and liked sports. Playing
first base on the baseball team, forward on the bas

ketball team and throwing the discus were some of
his favorite activities.

He finished the first phase of his schooling in
Johnson City* when at the age of 15. he was grad
uated from high school. Superintendent Edward Bow
man awarded the diplomas to the six graduates. Lyn
don Baines Johnson. John Dollahite. Margaret John
son. Georgia Cammack. Louise Casparis and Kitty
Clyde Ross.

Mrs. Johnson was now to receive the first disap
pointment in her eldest child. Lyndon decided he did
not want to go lo college, but wanted lo gel out in
the world and be on his own. His mother placed great
value on higher education, having attended college
herself, so she tried to persuade him to do likewise.

As it turned out. the experience was perhaps one
of (he best things that happened to him. Perhaps that
was why later as President, he. too. was lo value
higher education so much that he did all he could
to make sure that a college education was available ,
to everyone who wanted one.

"Being on his own" meant a trip to California with <
five of his friends. Instead of finding fame and for
tune there, they had many disappointing experiences. !
Young Lyndon hitch-hiked back to Texas, and start
ed to work with a road construction company. He
helped build the highway that led to what would
one day be known as the LBJ Ranch.

Back in Texas, and after a hard winter spent work
ing on the road, he realized that there must be a
better way to earn a living.' How overjoyed was his
mother when he informed her he was ready to quit
his job and go to college.

Without hesitation she arranged lo register him at
Southwest Texas State Teachers College (now known
as Southwest Texas State College) in San Marcos. In
February. 1927 Lyndon B. Johnson started his college
work, and three and half years later, in August. 1930.
received his Bachelor of Science degree. When his
finances were low during his college years, he took
time off to teach school so thai he could finish his
education. Seeing him graduate from college was one
of the many proud moments his mother was to have.

/?//
Many years later, in 1960. when he was a United

States Senator from Texas. Lyndon B. Johnson had
this advice to give. He wrote this statement for a
young friend who had written to him.

When I finished high school my mother wanted
me to enter college. I decided to go my own wav.
Against her wishes I set out for California to make
my fortune. I soon knew that I had made a mis
take. In a few months I had enough of the nomad's
life. I went back to Texas and followed my moth
er's advice to enroll in college. It was the most
important decision I ever made—it turned me in
the right direction. It also taught me two lessons I
have never forgotten.

First I learned to listen to my mother. 1 realized
how much more she knew than I had given her
credit for knowing. She was right in the first place,
of course. From then on I listened to her with a

willing heart. When I listened I learned. And I
grew.

I learned something else from that experience.
I learned that youth is life's soil. Whatever we arc
and do tomorrow depends on what we are and do
today. The big question is. What kind of soil is
my youth? We can choke it with weeds of careless
living and thoughtless deeds, or we can enrich it
by hard work, clear thinking, and honest living.

Sometime ago a famous preacher wrote a book
and called it A Great Time To Be Alive. He was

right. These are wonderful years to live, to serve,
to sacrifice for some great cause.

But I would add another chapter to that book.
I would call it. "A Great Time to Be Young."
Surely it is. A thousand opportunities rise to chal
lenge imaginative and willing young people. There
is. of course, no one formula for success. But I

personally believe that you will never be far from
the right way if you find today's task and do it
well—as well as you can. Tomorrow grows out of
today.

(signed) Lyndon B. Johnson
Though his adult years took him far away from

the Pedcrnales River and his German-American

friends and neighbors. Lyndon B. Johnson could
never forget them.

In 1951 he and Mrs. Johnson bought from his
aunl the land that is now known as the LBJ Ranch.

The old rock house that forms part of the Texas
White House was built by the Meier family and the
Johnsons verv carefully preserved as much of it as
they could, adding more rooms as they were needed.

It was here that the Johnsons were to entertain

Chancellor Konrad Adenauer on April 16. I960, and
Chancellor Ludwig Erhard on December 28-29.
1963.

Among the Fredericksburg and Stonewall people
who helped with local arrangements for the visits by
both German Chancellors were classmates or children

of some of Johnson's classmates from whom he had

learned his first German. As the Texans chatted with

the German statesmen and journalists who accom
panied both Chancellors, bonds of friendship and
mutual respect were formed. Many of the Germans
at first registered surprise, and then marveled at the
considerable amount of German that is still spoken in
Fredericksburg and Stonewall—not just by the older
residents but also by the young people.

Chancellors Adenauer and Erhard were not the

first distinguished German statesmen brought to
Fredericksburg by Mr. Johnson. A group of dis
tinguished Germans visited there on March 18, 1954,
upon the invitation of Senator Johnson. They were
Dr. Carlo Schmid, professor of political science at
Frankfurt University and ranking vice president of
the German Bundestag; Fritz Erler, deputy chair
man of the Bundestag's security committee; Willy
Brandt, then the Berlin representative in the Bundes
tag, as well as Gtinter Klein, the alternate reprcsen
tative from Berlin.
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Although he could not be present personally, Sena
tor Johnson sent this message to be read at the dinner
honoring the German dignitaries: "I believe this is a
historic meeting which symbolizes the deep bond
that will always exist between the leaders of freedom
in Germany and the descendants of Germans in
America who have made such a tremendous contribu
tion to the culture and the civilization of Texas and
our nation."

An excerpt of Senator Johnson's remarks placed in
the Congressional Record of April 21. 1954 states
in part: "Fredericksburg was settled more than 100
years ago by a group of German colonists. The
people of that area established a community which
should be a model for America. They adapted them
selves quickly to the conditions of the New World
while retaining the best of the German culture which
they had left. The visit between the German leaders
and their kinsmen in America was successful in help
ing strengthen thebonds between two great countries."

On the same date a letter from Thruston B. Mor
ton, Assistant Secretary of State, addressed to Sena
tor Johnson was inserted into the Record, and it
reads, in part: "I havelearned from Mr. Straus of the
Department's Office of German Affairs that the four
German parliamentary leaders who recently visited
Fredericksburg, Texas, at your invitation, enjoyed
their visit there immensely. They were greatly im
pressed by the many Americans there who have
adopted the best American traditions and still retain
their knowledge of the German language. It is their
belief that this exemplifies Old World-New World
relations at their best.

"I am certain that their visit to Fredericksburg has
left them with a permanent favorable impression and
am certain that it contributed directly to strengthening
of good German-American relations."

When the First Lady brought a group of 38 foreign
journalists to Fredericksburg on April 5. 1968 there
were many Germans in the group. They. too. ex
pressed amazement and surprise at the amount of
German spoken so Iluently and freely there.

They accompanied Mrs. Johnson when she and
Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall served as
special guides for a tour ofoldFredericksburg homes
and buildings, where she proudly pointed out the
German Fachwerk mode of construction in many
of the old houses and stores. Later, she took the
microphone on the bus when they toured the LBJ
Ranch and pointed out the places where Chancellors
Adenauer and Erhard had been entertained.

One of thegifts given to Chancellor Erhard for his
wife upon his visit here in December. 1963. was a
hand-bound volume of poems written by Texas' first
woman poet of German extraction. Hulda Saenger
Walter. Two of her poems. "Mein Vater" and "Mem
Heimatland. Texas," were bound with a copy of
Lungkwitz's etchingof Fredericksburg.

When the President is at the LBJ Ranch he often
attends services with his family at St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church in Fredericksburg. For years, a
house built in 1847 by a German immigrant, Peter
Walter, served as the chapel for the congregation. In
this tiny house only about eleven people could be
seated comfortably for morning worship. The John
sons always point out the grapevine which was
brought from Germany by Walter when he camehere
in 1846. "It is still growing." they will say, "and
communion wine is made from its grapes."

Some times when he is at his Texas ranch. Presi
dent Johnson attends services at St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church in Stonewall with his daughter. Luci
Nugent. The priest there is a native German. Rev.
Vvunibald W. Schneider, whom the President took
along to Germany to attend the funeral of Chancellor
Adenauer.

So. whether your name is Johnson or Hodges, or
German like Weinheimer or Schumann, it matters
little in Gillespie County. There is a feeling of love
and respect among neighbors and friends in theTexas
Hill Country, and it makes no difference whether
one's ancestors came from Tennessee. Virginia, or
any of theolder American states, or from Westphalia.
Hamburg, or any of the provinces in Germany.

Art Kovvert is the Editor of the Fredericksburg
Standard. Fredericksburg, Texas. The photographs
provided byMr. Kowert came from oldfamily albums
and were given lo him bytheJohnson Family a long

IIP

time ago. JMMIEfJlBOy^ffi^
The German colonists

Siofo Archivei, Aintin

A celebration — Jan. 28,1882 — in Fredericksburg, a prominent German community.

In 1830 Stephen F. Austin considers the
project of inducing Swiss and Germans
to settle in Texas. He likes their talent
and character. "They don't have that

horrible mania for speculation which is so
prominent a trait in the English and North
American character, and above all they op
pose slavery," states a smug Austin.

J. Val Hecke, a retired Prussian army offi
cer, writes in 1821 that Prussians can get con
trol of all the Indian trade in Texas. He wants
to set up a trading company very similar to
the already successful BritishEast India Com
pany. Prussia would import sugar, cotton and
indigo from Texas, and Texas would import
manufactured goods from Prussia. Galveston
would be a depot for goods to be sent to Mex
ico. Hecke wants to bear all expenses and reap
all profits.On top of that, he wants the Prus
sian government to furnish troops to protect
his outfit

One drawback to Hecke's ideas is that he
wants to send all thieves and "incorrigibles" to
Texas. Although his plans fall through, there is
much encouragement for Germans to emi
grate, and they begin coming to the Hill Coun
try in 1844 to establish a German colony and
trade center in the heart of Texas.

The Germans think they will have a good
business venture going in Verein, also known
as Fredericksburg. Trading their manufac
tured goods for Texas' raw supplies will help
both countries meet their economic needs,

they believe.
Carl, Prince of Souns-BraunfeL arrives in

1844, with the commission to establish a col
ony on the Verein River. He finds the country
already inhabited up to the Guadalupe.And he
finds the soil fertile and the climate healthy,
with plenty of wood and water. In 1847, 15
stores are open and the population exceeds
2,000, and by 1849 Fredericksburg is on one of
four main roads the U.S. government has
openedto the Rio Grande Valley.

Many people have gold fever and head
West in 1849. Fredericksburg is the last town
on the "Emigrant" road where supplies can be
purchased before reaching El Paso. Needless
to say, the storekeepers do great business.

Prince Carl sees the Americans as coarse

and untrustworthy. He even looks upon their
products in disdain. "Wagons bought in the
US. or built by the Americans here in Texas
are generally of a much heavier construction,
and I dare say double the price at which the
wagoncan be built or boughtin Germany," he
claims.

Another immigrant to Verein, Viktor
Bracfat, establishes himself as a merchant in
1846 and says, 'Texas is the country where
every farmer with a little capital, and every
skillful mechanic and every industrious la
borer can count on a comfortable existence."

• • • •

Theweakly series.Journey Through Texas. is a Sesquicentenrool
protect ol the University ol Houston-University Pork. Ollice ol
Medio Retotioro. The orticles ore bosed on maieriol housed in ihe
Speciol Collections Deportment ol ihe university's M.D. Anderson
librory. For inlormation on ony ol ihe Teuton documents, write io
M.D. Anderson library. 8th Floor. Universityol Houston.Univers.iy
Port. 4800 Cofcoun. Houston. Teios 77004.

T1XAS, Hocrton Chrotikto Magazine), S*pfmbf M, 19*6 -
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German-Texan Heritage Society

"1988-Celebrating 10 years"

Founded in 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to building pride in the heritageof the German-speaking settlers who brought
an important cultural ingredient to Texas. The Society is united in its effort to
disseminate information about archives, research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related to German-Texan topics.

The Society seeks members from the general public ... descendents of all German-
speaking peoples, researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists, and those interested in the German-Texan experience.

A NEWSLETTER is published three times a year (50-75 pages). It is sent to all
members. The NEWSLETTER features a genealogical section which includes hints
about research in German-speaking countries, Texas, and the United States; brief
family histories submitted by members, and a genealogy exchange column. Other
sections of the NEWSLETTER include reprints of articles from other publications,
announcements about activities and events, a book review column, an annual index,
and original essays about various topics related to German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the second weekend in September in various German
heritage areas ofTexas. The programemphasizes the German-Texan heritage and
includes talks, slide shows, show-and-tell sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors,members who have a story to tell and guest
experts in specific fields; informal socialevents; plays and music; and tours of historical
sites in the host city.

Membership categories are:

Annual Meeting
1988-Sept. 9-11, Austin
1989 - Sept 8-10, San Antonio

Student
Regular
Contributing
Institutional
Foreign
Patron

$ 5.00
8.00

15.00
15.00

12.00
30.00

The German-Texan Heritage Society calendar year is from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments and renewals aredue in January.

Completed projects of the Society:

1. The reprint of ROEMER'S TEXAS,
2. Sponsorship of the reprint of THE CABIN BOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by

Charles Sealsfleld

3. The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN
SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.

All books are available through the Society. Pleaserequest price list.

Project in progress: The creation of aGerman-Texan Registry.

For more information or price
lists for books and back issues
contact:

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
1011 Meredith Drive

P. O. Box 262
Manchaca, Texas 78652
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German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNDED 1978

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

19

$5 Student (verified by teacher)

$8 Regular

$15 Contributing

$15 Institutions

$12 Foreign

$30 Patron (saints of the society)

Indicate year membership

should go into effect.

Name.

Street.

City_

State

County

Occupation (if retired, former occupation).

Zip.

.Telephone.

Special Projects (relating to German-Texana)

(Mr. & Mrs. address may have a joint

membership if only one NEWSLETTER

is desired.)

Publications (relating to German-Texana).

Please check the following interest categories:

I prefer to just read the NEWSLETTER and learn new things.
I would like to help out with all of the following categories.
I would like to help out with only the categories I have checked.
Typing for the NEWSLETTER.
Writing articles for the NEWSLETTER.
Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.
Showing visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.
Genealogical exchange. (What names?)
Photographing historical sites; Annual Meeting.
Speaking German.
Other. Please list.

Send your check and this page to: German-Texan Heritage Society
Dona Reeves-Marquardt

Department of Modern Languages
Southwest Texas State University

San Marcos, Texas 78666
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SPECIAL CONSULTANTS 

Lisa Kahn 
4106 Merrick 
Houston, Tx. 77025 
713-665-4325 

Ingrid Kuehne-Kokinda 
9202 Attleboro 
San Antonio, Tx. 
512-654-7170 

78217 

Robert Robinson-Zwahr 
1524 12th st. nw 
Washington, D.C. 
202-387-3866 

FOLKLORE 
Gilbert Jordan 
3228 Milton Ave. 
Dallas, Tx. 75205 
214-363-2092 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 

1988 ... SEPT. 9-11 
AUSTIN 

lOth Anniversary 
Anna Thompson 

1989 ... SEPT. 8-10 
SAN ANTONIO 
Chair needed 

1990 ... SEPT. 7-9 
LA GRANGE/BRENHAM/ROUND TOP 

Chair needed 

1991 ... SEPT. 6-8 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
Chair needed 

1992 ..• Sept. 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

1993 ... Sept. 
SAN ANGELO 

Otto Tetzlaff 

1994 ... Sept 
FREDERICKSBURG 

1995 .. Sept. 
VICTORIA 

1996 .. Sept. 
INDUSTRY 

Texas Statehood 150 Year 
Celebration 

1997 ... Sept ..• 
KERRVILLE/BOERNE/COMFOP.T 

GERMAN-TEXAN WOMEN. 
Ingeborg H. Rueberg McCo 
P. 0. Box 23_143 
Austin, Tx. 78735 
512-288-0297 

ART 
Richard J. Burges. Ill 
1701 Bluff Dr· . 
Round Rock, Tx. 
512-255-5223 

7866<+. 

GTHS NEWSLETTER 

The German-Texan Heritage Society 
publishes this NEWSLETTER three 
times annually. It is solely the 
creation of volunteers. See 
inside front and back covers 
for names and addresses of 
editors. The pub I ication 
schedule for each year is: 

DEADLINES 

SPRING ...... JANUARY 20 
SUMMER ...... MAY 20 
FALL ........ SEPTEMBER 20 

The actual date of publication 
varies . 

Back issues are avai table from G.T.H.S., 
P. 0. Box 262, Manchaca, TX 78652. See 
page 142 for prices. 

Announcements, articles, genealogical 
i n q u i r 1 e s , x· e u n i on d a t e s , news a t 
events, etc., are always welcome from 
members. Send to the appropriate 
editor or to the editor-in-chief on 
or before the deadlines listed above. 
All articles should be typed, SINGLE 
SPACED on 81/2" by 11 paper, with 
a 1/4., margin on all edges. For 
sharpness and clarit~, try to use film 
or a new cloth ribbon. And do not 
forget to clean your typewriter keys!! 

NEWSLETTER PRINTER 
Sergei Kabantschuk 
11809 Dove Haven 
Austin, Tx. 78753 
512-836-46 35 
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