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On pages 198 to 213 are articles from the program at the
1988 annual meeting in Austin.
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the SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS. See this on pages 281 to 294.

As always our Genealogist Theresa Gold has compiled a
a big section, pages 241 to 259.
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The Editor Writes . .

TO GTHS MEMBERS:

If you have any pictures
or newspaper releases concerning
the Austin meeting, please send
them to me. I will put them in
the SCRAPBOOK for you to look at
in the future.

Sincerely, Leola K. Tiedt

CONGRATULATIONS, RODNEY!

Rodney Koenig, directed a 3-day
program with many distinguished
practitioners and profesors
for the 12th annual

ADVANCED ESTATE PLANNING AND

PROBATE COURSE last June in

Houston. .
RODNEY C. KOENIG
COURSE DIRECTOR
Bd.Cert.. Estate Planning & Pro-
hate Law: Charter Member. Coll. of
SBT:Past Chair..Aif LawCumin.
SBT: Fellow. Amer. Coll of Prob.
Counsel; Past Pres.. Houston Navy
League. State Chair . Planned Giv
ing. Amer Heart Assn.; Dir.. Ger
man Texan Heritage Society:
frequent lecturer. SBT CLE

DO WE HAVE ANY MEMBERS UHO HAVE

DONE SOMETHING OUTSTANDING FOR

THEIR COMMUNITY, PROFESSION,

CHURCH, OR FAMILY? If so, let us

know the details for our readers.

TENTH ANNUAL MEETING IN AUSTIN

Thanks to the hard work of

Anna Thompson and her staff from

the Capitol City GTHS this special
meeting was SPECIAL!

It was almost more than we could

digest, because so many super
programs were offered.

We did a lot of remembering.
The best thing of all is that we

recognize each other now. Ten

years ago we were strangers.

In the ten years since it all

started we have over 20 lbs of

NEWSLETTERS, two book reprints,

a soon-to-be-published REGISTRY.

an office in Austin, the memories

of meetings in Austin, San Antonio

Round Top area, Kerrville area,
Fredericksburg, New Braunfels,

Houston, Galveston and the year we

didn't meet because of the

hur ri cane.

113

GTHS BOARD TO MEET IN INDUSTRY

JANUARY 14, 1989....10 AM
Ann Lindemann's house

This includes editorial and

official board members. Notices
and agenda to be sent.

COMMITTEE TO REWRITE AND UPDATE

G.T.H.S. CONSTITUTION

AND BY-LAWS

The Founding Mothers of the GTHS
determined it would take ten years
to get the fledgling on its feet.
At the annual meeting in 1989 a new
GTHS Constitution will be adopted
and new officers will be elected.

The original constitution allowed

for the organization to be in the
hands of the founders until the

time they wished to open it to the
general membership. That time has
come. We are not those "officers for

life" types, but when an organization
is beginning it is important to have
stability. Also many Germa i-re1ated
heritage groups encounter problems
from extremists, who seek to use them
for political activities. We have

endeavored to build a strong
foundation of integrity and strict
adherence to our purpose. We have
invested not only our time, but our
love, our care and our concern for

the German heritage in Texas. We
are grateful to our members for

making this a joyful and a rewarding
ten years of service to you.

The GTHS Constitution

revision committee members are:

Lew Marquardt, Buda, Chair

He 1ga von Schweinitz, Austin

Ann Lindemann, Industry

Rodney Koenig, Houston.

This committee is also

developing a job description

and a code oi ethics for an

executive director for the

GTHS, so that when we decide

to hire someone we will be

ready.

ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING

September 8-10, 1989
San Antonio

Menger Hotel

Cha irperson

Frances Heimer Harrison
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BY POPULAR DEMAND

Beginning in 1989 the NEWSLETTER
will be a small newsy letter with
dated materials and business of the

Society. It will come out three

times,in February, May and
October. It will a maximum of 20 pages
We want a calendar of events, such as
regular festivals, reunions and other
German-Texan activities.

The original NEWSLETTER will be
renamed THE JOURNAL OF THE

GERMAN- TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY and it

will appear twice-a-year, in July and
in December. It will be from 80-100

pages and continue to include all
the information from the membership
and the genealogical section. It is
very difficult for volunteers to get
such a big journal-like publication
out at a specified time.

This isn't such a big change, and
we hope to keep the membership a bit
better informed and more up-to-date.

This idea was in Mary's **Five year"
Plan and Elizabeth Lehmann got us

moving!

PRESERVATION OF WRITTEN

ARTIFACTS: GTHS Concern

Do not throw away any old
diaries, family papers, or letters
Let us have a peak at them.
Send us manuscripts in old
handwritten German. To be of

value the originals must be

available, but send us

xerox copies. If the document
is over 10 pages, send a 2 page
sample. In order to preserve
valuable written artifacts,

the GTHS is ready to act as a
clearing house. If you can
read and transcribe the

handwritten 19th century

script, please contact the
GTHS office. Send al1

manuscripts to the GTHS office.

WELCOME TO HELGA VON SCHWEINITZ

He 1ga was elected to serve on the
GTHS Board for the 1988-1991

term. She has been an active

member of the GTHS since its

beginning, is a German-Texan
researcher, and active in Austin

German activities.

fi'i-

SOCIETY FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

This is a national organization
that has been around since 1968

It has membership from about 42
states. Its goals are similar
to those of the GTHS. This

group meets annually and met in

San Antonio about 8 years ago.
The Board of the GTHS through
its president has extended an
invitation to the SG-AS to have

its annual symposiumCusually the
last week-end of April) in San
Antonio in 1992. We have

suggested that the GTHS serve as

a clearinghouse for the SG-AS to
connect all the German heritage
societies in the United States

together into a network. We
would encourage states, where
there is no German heritage
society, to organize one. There
are German-Americans everywhere!!
At the urging of the GTHS Board
Dona and Mary will represent the
GTHS at the SG-AS symposium in
April, 1989, in Chicago. We will
personally invite them to Texas,
explain the networking proposal,
and participate in the
program. The Board of the GTHS

feels that it is time for us to

share our success and "Texas Know How"

with the rest of the country.

What do you think?

Have you applied for a

German-Texan topic for
the new HANDBOOK OF

TEXAS? See pp. 65-67,

Spring, 1988, GTHS
NEWSLETTER for the

details. If we don't

do it, who will?

READ: Al1 of Mike

Hennech's research

paper is in this
issue. Enjoy it!
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BocietQ Wat

(Sertnati-American &tub\ZB
Established in 1968 and registered in the state of

Ohio as a non-profit organization, the Society is an
international professional association of individuals
and institutions interested in and involved in the
field of German-American studies.

PURPOSES

The Society holds to the following purposes:

— to engage in and promote interest in the
study of the history, linguistics, folklore,
genealogy, literature, theater, music, and
other creative art forms of the German
element in the Americas;

— to publish, produce, and present research
findings and educational materials of the
areas of interest as a public service;

— to assist researchers, teachers, and stu
dents;

— and to improve cross-cultural relations be
tween German-speaking countries and the
Americas.

SYMPOSIA

An annual symposium affords the opportunity
for members to share their interests in German-
Americana through the presentation of scholarly
papers and informal gatherings. The symposium
is held in a university setting during the month of
April.

Regional symposia are planned to provide
more informal association of interested people in
limited geographical areas.

The Society publishes a quarterly newsletter
and a yearbook to further its purposes. The
Newsletter, while containing informative articles
concerning the Society, also carries articles
about the activities of other organizations with
similar purposes and short articles on German-
Americana.

The Yearbook contains articles in English and
German on German-American history,
literature, and culture. It also contains a Book
Review section edited by Jerry Glenn, Univer
sity of Cincinnati, and the annual Bibliography
of German-Americana, edited by Stephen
M. Benjamin and Renate L. Benjamin, Rad
ford University, assisted by the Bibliographic
Committee of the Society.

The Society was responsible for the idea and
the successful implementation of the national
German-American Day in 1987, spearheaded
by the German-American Day Committee of the
society.

Membership
Continues
To Climb

Membership in the society reached an all-time
high again last year with the total membership
in all categories numbering 494. While this is
quitean achievement, we are just a little disap
pointed thatmembership did not reach the magic
500 level.

Individualsaccounted for 369 of the total, and
institutions, 125.The breakdown geographical
lyis as follows: the UnitedStates, 426; Canada,
18; Federal Republicof Germany, 42; other Euro
pean and Asian countries, 8. Of the 50 states and
the Districtof Columbia, only Alaska, Arkansas,
Hawaii, Idaho, Maine, Mississippi, Nevada, and
New Hampshire are not represented in the socie
ty. Pennsylvania led the states in the number of
members (60), followed by Ohio (32),Texas (27),
New York (26), Minnesota (22), Illinois (23), In
diana (21).

Individuals
Institutions
TOTALS

1986 non-renewals
1986 removals
TOTAL

Regular
Sustaining
Donor

United States
AL
AK
AZ

AR
CA
CO
CT
DE

DC

FL
GA

HI
ID
IL

IN
IA

KS

2 KY
- LA

3 MA
- MD

11 ME
2 Ml

10 MN
2 MS
8 MO
9 MT
1 Ne
• NV
- NH

23 NJ
21 NM
12 NY
17 NC

U.S. Canada
321 12
105 6
426 ' 18

REMOVALS
42

8
50

MEMBERSHIP
473

13

2

MEMBERSHIPS

5 ND 5
5 OH 32

14 OK 1
9 OR 4

- PA 60
11 Rl 2
22 SC 5

- SD 4
10 TN 7

2 TX 27
8 UT 2
- VA 8

- VT 1
9 WA 2
1 WV 2

26 Wl 12
10 WY 1

/7*

To become a member, please write a check
payable to:

"The Society for German-American Studies"
and mail it with this application form to the
Treasurer:

C. Richard Beam
406 Spring Drive

Millersville, PA 17551

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

• Regular (NorthAmerica) $ 20.00
D Regular (All others) $ 25.00
• Sustaining $ 40.00
• Donor $ 75 qq
• Affiliate $150.00
DLife $500.00

(may be paid in five annual installments)
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LEAVE YOUR DEUTSCHE MARK
(Estate Planning for Germans)

By Rodney C. Koenig

The German-Texan Heritage Society has just passed a
milestone, having celebrated its 10th anniversary at our
convention in Austin, Texas. GTHS is truly blessed to have had
the triumvirate of Mary Mathis El-Beheri, Anna Thompson and
Dona Reeves-Marquardt during the initial ten years. Everyone
attending the 10th Anniversary banquet and awards presentation
knows that Mary, Anna and Dona have in fact left their German
mark on the German-Texan Heritage Society. Furthermore, I
challenge anyone to provide a more memorable, eloquent and
witty presenter of awards than Leola Tiedt. Being somewhat
biased in favor of Fayette County German-iexans, I must report
that I was extremely proud of Leola Tiedt's memorable speech
and presentation of awards to Mary, Anna and Dona.

While the Founders of the German-Texan Heritage
Society have left their German mark on our organization and on
this state, we should continue to very seriously leave our
German mark on our Texas community after we are gone. One way
to continue leaving a German impression and presence in the
community is to continue to support the various German
organizations which have existed since Germans first came to
Texas. Several topics during the 10th Anniversary convention
discussed the musical aspect of Germans. Manfred Hoick spoke
to us of the "History of the Saengerrunde". Additionally,
Herbert Bilhartz spoke to us regarding "German Bands in Texas
Today: How to Start One in Your Town". We also heard the
German Volksmusik Ensemble from the William B. Travis High
School, the Pflugerville Deutsche Volksangers as well Les
Varners Authentic German Village Band. Wherever Germans have
gone, they have taken their music with them. Currently,
numerous German musical organizations exist throughout Texas
which support and encourage pride in German heritage. I was
especially pleased when Manfred Hoick, who has been singing
with the Austin Saengerrunde at Schultz Garden for over fifty
years, spoke in both English and German to the group listening
to his presentation. One obvious way in which we leave our
German mark is to support German musical organizations such as
the Saengerrunde, the Liederkranz, the Saengerbund and any
number of other German musical organizations.

We also heard Thomas Cutrer, the Managing Editor of
the Handbook of Texas, speak to us regarding our need to
reduce to writing and submit in writing articles on our
German-Texans. In particular, each German-Texan musical
organization should specifically write an article concerning
their particular musical organization, including an article
regarding each of the founders of such organization and submit
such article to the Handbook of Texas for publication. This
would be another way to leave our German mark permanently in
the history of Texas.

r?c

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1988 Vol. 10 (X) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1988 German-Texan Heritage Society



4 2 S 3 e

In addition to leaving our mark by supporting
German-Texan musical organizations or by writing an article for
the Handbook of Texas about our German-Texan forebearers and
organizations, we should leave our Deutsche Mark, U.S. dollars
and portions of our estate to support our German-Texan
charitable projects. While attending the 10th anniversary
convention, I spent time discussing and planning ways for one
of our generous members to support our German-Texan heritage.
This support will likely come by changing a beneficiary
designation on a life insurance policy directly to the
German-Texan Heritage Society. It will also likely result in
changing a Will to provide that a portion of such person's
estate will create an endowment fund which will support
scholarships for German students and funds to encourage
teaching of German.

If we decide to leave our Ge/.man maiK on Texas and ou;

dollars to German-Texan causes, we should take action and
literally make a Will which leaves all or a percentage of our
estate to German charities such as the German-Texan Heritage
Society, the Institute of Texas German Studies, or other
favorite German charities. In particular, any university with
a German department or any high school program with a
significant German program would be a likely candidate for
support. Should large amounts be available, then a self
supporting foundation which donates to numerous German-Texan
causes would be a possibility. It is my hope that each
university within the state of Texas would receive donations
and bequests to support and further the positive virtues of
being a Texas-German. Consider creating a cash award to the
top German student and teacher in your school. If you are
interested in discussing gifts to any German-Texan charity,
please consider completing the form below.

PLEASE PRINT

MEMORIAL GIFT
TO

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

Amount enclosed $
Name of Donor (Tel. No.)
Address
City State Zip
In Honor of

In Memory of
Send notification of my gift to:

I plan to leave a portion of my estate to German-Texan
Heritage Society in my Will or through a life insurance
policy. Please call me.

RETURN TO: German-Texan Heritage Society
1011 Meredith Drive

P. 0. Box 262

Manchaca, Texas 78652

.'??
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German Texan Heritage Society Convention—Austin 1988

German Roots in the Austin Area and Elsewhere

Irma Goeth Guenther

As in many areas of Texas, one can find German roots within range of

Austin's location. One could name many such settlements and towns, as for

instance Pflugerville, Schulenburg, Shiner, La Grange, Cat Spring, Cypress

Mill, and of course New Braunfels and Fredericksburg. Further, the extent

of German roots everywhere seems to be reflected in a census of foreign

languages showing that Spanish and German are the most used.

The founding of German settlements in Texas began around 1831 with

Friedrich Ernst at Mill Creek in Austin County where he had received a

land grant within the Austin San Felipe Colony. This was followed by a

German settlement, at Biegel around Cummins Creek in Fayette County. In

1834, inspired to immigrate to Texas through letters written by Friedrich

Ernst, a number of families settled at Cat Spring in Austin County

including the Klebergs and von Roeders, later being joined by others, such

as Pastor Adolf Fuchs and family. Next, in 1838 Ernst founded the town of

Industry which was to become known as the "cradle of the German

settlements".

While these were some of the first settlements of Germans in Texas,

the large influx of German immigration to Texas began with organization in

1842 of the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas.

This was founded by a group of German Nobelmen and thus became known as

the Adelsverein. Most likely the early aim of this society had been to

establish a German colony, or colonies, in the Republic of Texas.

Settlements under auspice of the Adelsverein ran approximately as

follows:

Tn 1842, Shelby (previously Roedersmuehle) was established as a small

German farming community in Austin County which from 1845-1846 was

populated by families sponsored by the Adelsverein.

In 1843, Count Boos-Waldeck (one of the founders of the Adelsverein)

bought a plantation in Fayette County (near present Round Top) for the

Adelsverein, on which Nassau Plantation, a "manor house" type of retreat,
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was built for the officials of the Society, the first director of the

Society having been Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels.

Remaining the best-known settlements are New Braunfels and

Fredericksburg, while actually there are many more—too many to mention

them all. But among these, one might mention Comfort, Boerne, Kerrville,

Mason, Sisterdale, Cat Spring, Cypress Mill, and Twin Sisters.

Then again, San Antonio is one of the Texas cities which contains

obvious sections of German settlement. Famous among these is of course

the King William Street area where many German settlers, including a

number of successful business men, eventually made their permanent homes.

There is for instance the highly interesting Albert Steves home which now

contains a museum featuring the furnishings and designs of its period.

Other houses in the same area are cottages built in a distinctive German

style.

Within the first two years of the Adelsverein, nearly 10,000 Germans

came to Texas under sponsorship of that organization. By 1847 the Verein

was declared bankrupt, but the emigration of Germans continued steadily so

that by 1850 over 30,000 had settled in Texas, then said to comprise 20

percent of the total white population. They were mostly induced to seek

these shores through love of liberty, and partly through glowing accounts

of travelers who had traversed Texas and in their reports did not hesitate

to pronounce it "the finest country on earth—suitable in every way for

colonization by Europeans".

As Ottilie Fuchs Goeth expressed it in her memoirs concerning the

sailing of her family to Texas in 1845 when she was ten years old: "Well

do I remember my apprehensions as we boarded this fearsome crate which was

to carry us into the New World. Our former home and happy childhood now

lay behind us, soon to be followed by more serious times. Yet we were

cheerful. There was no lack of singing, everyone attempting to encourage

the other, with probably many a secret tear falling into the waves. We

hurried towards the sinking sun, the magic West beckoning,as we wondered

what the future held in store."

As to motivations for going to Texas, one must consider not only the

search for religious freedom, but also the search for better economic

opportunities, and the overpopulation of Germany, not to forget the

proverbial "Wanderlust" of the German soul. Some, including the Reverend

n<?
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Pastor Fuchs, confessed having been so impressed as young men by the

writings of James Fenimore Cooper, that they became fascinated with the

idea of seeing the wilderness described for themselves. None the less,

they brought with them their European culture which even today is still

visible, particularly in the small settlements in counties such as Bexar,

Guadalupe, Comal, Blanco, Gillespie, Mason, Kendall, Fayette and Austin.

Newspapers became a much sought after source of information to the

German immigrants. Approximately five German-language newspapers were

established in Texas in early times. Foremost of these may have been the

Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung of 1852, founded by Ferdinand Lindheimer, the

outstanding botanist of pioneer Texas. Other papers were the Freie Presse

Fuer Texas in San Antonio, Texas Vorwaerts, and the Friedrichsburger

Wochenblatt.

As for books, particularly among educated German immigrants, the

classics such as Goethe and Schiller were naturally of great importance—

considered to be a must in order to be properly educated, as well as for

the simple joy of reading them. As Caroline Sacks von Roeder wrote to

Germany: "Be sure to bring all of the sheet music you can collect and do

not fail to bring the complete works of Goethe".

As for education, for many pioneer settlers, particularly those

living in rural communities such as Cat Spring and Cypress Mill, providing

an education for their children was largely a matter of private

initiative. In some cases the children were mainly taught by their

parents within the family circle. Examples of such were the Adolph Fuchs,

August Schroeter and Louis Klappenbach families, especially before rural

schools were established.

As an early example of private and group initiative, one can cite the

interesting case of Cat Spring in Austin County. Here school was taught

by Adolf Fuchs, and probably others, before the existence of public

education. But in 1849 Adolf Fuchs drew up the following petition to the

Texas Legislature:

MEMORANDUM

"Thirty German families at Cat Spring and in the neighborhood,

feeling the necessity of having an English school for their

numerous children, are building a convenient schoolhouse, and the

undersigned is appointed as their first teacher.
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But, though these families are convinced that a school is an

indispensible requisite to them, as well as that English schools

are undeniably the bulwark of the Republic [sic], still most of

the families are poor and accordingly their means insufficient to

maintain a good school. On the contrary, their exertions will

probably be of little success, if not quite lost, unless the

Government of Texas will sustain them.

They hope, therefore, the Government will not refuse their

request, and the Senator of their county, General Portis, will be

their intercessor. Signed:

Cat Spring, Oct. 29th, 1849 Adolphus Fuchs

in the name of 30 families

of Cat Spring and the

neighborhood."

In 1967, on being presented with a copy of the above document,

Senator Ralph Yarborough stated, "This is a remarkable document; all in

one page it points out the necessity for education in the English

language, for fiscal management of the schools, for education of the poor,

for proper governmental action." One might point out that this document

precedes the establishment of the first public schools by approximately

five years.

Another example of how education was fostered in a rural community

largely consisting of German-Texan residents developed at Cypress Mill in

Blanco County. Here two families, the Carl Goeth family and the Wi 1.1iam

Fuchs family, decided to build a small schoolhouse and hire a teacher to

instruct their growing families. (This little school house has been

pictured in a recent Texas History book.) Fortunately, there was no

shortage of qualified persons to teach there, one of the first teachers

having been Julius Romberg. Later, a private "academy" of sorts was

established at Cypress Mill with instructors such as Professor Ferdinand

Schaupp and Professor Otto Fuchs. Mostly the students were young men

aiming at attending a university. Personally I know of two young men who

studied at this preparatory school who were able to directly enter the Law

and Medical schools of the University of Texas without any difficulty.

Teachers such as Schaupp and Fuchs were also employed as private tutor's by

such families in Blanco and Burnet counties who could afford to do so.
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One institution which has served to preserve German culture is the

long tradition of the singing society. The first known singing society in

Texas was probably the Germania organized in New Braunfels in 1850. Other

singing societies sprang up in Comfort, Sisterdale, San Antonio, La Grange

and of course Austin. As related, the first state-wide singing festival

was held in New Braunfels in 1853. This was an event to be remembered for

many years. Such festivals are still widely popular today. On one

occasion in 1982 when the Beethoven Mens1 Chorus performed at the

Institute of Texan Cultures in San Antonio, I chanced to be sitting next

to a lady from Germany. Obviously impressed, she remarked to me, "But

that chorus is from Germany, is it not?" This certainly spoke well for

the quality of their singing and enunciation. Altogether the German-Texan

singing societies have provided much of the best social life and music

among the German-Texans as well as for others.

Cypress Mill in Blanco County is so called because the Cypress Mill

community was once the site of some lumber and milling enterprises. It is

located in the beautiful hill country about forty miles west of Austin,

off the main highways. It is a ranch community, rich in cultural and

historical background. The names of Cypress Mill's hardy pioneer families

should include the following: Fuchs, Goeth, Wenmohs, Holton, Romberg,

Hoppe, Croft, Kellersberger, Schroeter, Goebel, Lechow, Reiner, Geiger and

many others.

The road leading to Cypress Mill is Highway 962, now a hardsurfaced

road which follows the original Austin-to-Llano road, one of the first

roads west of Austin. Along these winding paths of early Texas passed

Comanches, outlaws, intrepid settlers and Utah-bound Mormons, in addition

to the weighty traffic to the cotton gin, saw mill and grist mill powered

by the waters of Cypress Creek. On a rocky point overlooking Cypress

Creek, a rusty turbine and a millrace still in remarkable condition

provide a basis for the reminiscence of the actual beginning of this

community around 1865. Through this picturesque area of central Texas

meanders a beautiful placid stream, Cypress Creek, bordered by stately,

century-old cypress trees. One tree, patriarch of them all, was already a

young tree more than 2,000 years ago and has been reported to be the

largest cypress tree west of the Mississippi.

£01-
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Difficult as it is to visualize from its normal peaceful state,

Cypress Creek can easily become a raging torrent that destroys all movable

objects in its path. Thus it has been considered both a blessing and a

plague by the early pioneers. Cypress Mill today maintains a quiet

dignity based on its incomparable background. But beneath this placid

pattern lies a history of malaria and typhoid fever, snakes and marauders,

all of which took their toll on the German-born settlers; yet the water

power and lumber of Cypress Creek repaid in kind for all of the hardships

endured.

The millrace for the sawmill was first turned by a big water wheel

that furnished power for the saws that turned enormous cypress logs into

boards for the early settlers' homesteads, and on certain days of the week

ground corn into meal. Later, in 1885, after the water wheel was replaced

by a turbine, J.R. Kellersberger used the power to gin cotton and press it

into bales.

The dam itself, made of flat rocks and mud, entirely without cement,

held back the waters and withstood high floods on many occasions.

Historically, the first white settlers were Mormons who sought to

harness the water power of Cypress Creek. These efforts of the late

1850's and early 1860's failed, and the Mormons moved on. It remained for

the Fuchs' to really establish the mill in 1867 and conquer the power of

Cypress Creek.

Incongruous factors impress upon the visitor the strange, two-sided

aspects of Cypress Mill. Today only memories serve to bridge the gap

between the frontier life and the culturally rich background brought to

the community. On a gentle rise overlooking the swimming hole of Cypress

Mill and its picnic grounds just below the mill, a large tree shadows the

old site of the Carl Goeth and Fuchs schoolhouse built for their children

in about 1875. Here the teacher Otto Fuchs, who had studied with Franz

Liszt, taught English, German, Spanish, French, Latin, Greek and music.

Today the Cypress Mill Post Office, established in 1874, and a store

are housed in a small cottage structure. This in addition to an Episcopal

Church comprise the entire community buildings. The people of Cypress

Mill live on scattered ranches.

Around 1866, a club was organized at Cypress Mill and a fairly large

hall was built to accommodate some of their activities, particularly the

2 °3
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balls (and sometimes plays) that were presented. One activity of the club

consisted of target shooting, for which prizes were awarded. But

activities consisted of far more than just target shooting. Joining in

with the Cypress Mill Club were the Double Horn and Shovel Mountain

clubs. Members and their families met once each month, with the meeting

place one month at Cypress Mill and the next month at the Double Horn

hall. There was always a picnic lunch, the men preparing the meat, which

included slaughtering, dressing and roasting around 100 pounds of beef,

goat or lamb. Then there was bowling, Skat tournaments were held, plays

were staged, and there were games and contests for the children. Of

course it all ended with a big ball.

Eddie Goeth, John Goebel and Moritz Goebel usually furnished the

music, with Eddie on the piano and the Goebels on violins. The music had

a unique European-American flavor with overtones of German and Hungarian

included. Favorite celebrations were the October Fest, Easter, New Year's

Eve and masquerade balls. The New Year celebration of December 31, 1895,

as described by then secretary Eddie Goeth, started with dancing at 6

p.m. This was interrupted at 7 to put on a play of one hour. Then

dancing was resumed until midnight, at which time a flavorsome punch

containing mustang-grape wine was served to greet the New Year in style.

One vital order of business conducted at the monthly meeting—at

least so it would seem from the minutes—was to decide how many kegs of

beer to order for the next festivity. This varied from 1 to 7 kegs,

according to the importance of the occasion, the number of guests

expected, and how thirsty they might be, according to the season. For the

ladies and children there was usually a barrel of lemonade. The beer had

to be shipped to Marble Falls by train, where it was then picked up by-

wagon, at least before the time of the automobile.

New members were elected regularly. While the early memtjership

consisted largely of German-Americans, gradually the membership of Anglo-

Americans increased.

In October, 1896, the Cypress Mill Rifle Club celebrated its official

ten-year anniversary. It must have been a special occasion and the clubs

from the Shovel Mountain area as well as the Spillmans of Bee Cave were

invited. This describes the Cypress Mill of old which has of course

undergone change, but it is still a very special place.

iCi
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1989 CONFEDERATE HISTORY SYMPOSIUM

The Tenth Annual Confederate History Symposium will be held

in the Performing Arts Center of Hill College on Saturday, April 1,

1989. The subject for the Symposium wifl be "Battles of the Army

of Northern Virginia." Participating in the Tenth Symposium will

be four outstanding historians, speakers and writers: Dr. Frank

Vandiver (Texas AfcM University); "Battle of Chancellorsville;" Dr.

Grady McWhiney (Texas Christian University), "Sharpsburg/Antietam;"

Dr. Norman Brown (University of Texas at Austin), "Fredericksburg"

and Dr. James Pohl (SW Texas State University), "Second Manassas."

Other events scheduled for the day include a concert of

Confederate marches by the Hill College Confederate Brass Band

and a medley of Southern aires by the "Dixie Warblers" of the

Hill College Choir. Following the Symposium, a firing and skirmish

ing demonstration featuring Confederate artillery and infantry units

will be held on the College Campus. Complementary coffee and donuts

will be served during the registration period (8-0 a.m.).

Cost for the entire day's program will be S15.00 per person.

Reservations can be made by writing to the Confederate Research

Center, P.O.Box 619, Hillsboro, TX 76645 or phone 817-582-2555.

For further details write or call the Confederate Research Center at

the above address and telephone number.

Please put the above in your newsletter.

JL°$
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September 10, 1988

GERMAN LEISURE

Jane Manaster

Lona be-fore Texas joined the Union. Austin became capital of

the Republic of Texas and attracted settlers from manv countries.

The larqest immigrant population in the citv in the nineteenth

centurv came from Germany. Studying the ethnic settlement patterns

of six different groups in Austin during the late nineteenth and

earlv twentieth century, I recognized several features. First and

foremost, peoplextended to live near those with whom thev had a

common heritage. This practice has persisted as we can see among

immiarant communities in today's cities, not only in America but

globally. Whether for protection or profit, it is obviously

desirable to have neighbors who speak your language, share your

customs, and can help you adjust to a new setting. Once the initial

transition has been made, communities tend to assimilate, and unless

forced by economic or political pressure, soon begin to break up

their earlv ethnic clustering pattern and find homes among their new

countrvmen. In this way neighborhoods eventually become defined

predominantly by their socfio-economic composition rather than their

ethnic one.

One of the characteristics of an immigrant population is its

low economic status. Few arrive with their pockets full, or with

the ability to walk into good jobs. Perhaps because of the sizable

German population throughout the central Texas area from the 1840s

on. bv the 1870s the Germans in Austin were substantially better off

than most of the other ethnic groups. So well off. in fact, that

they were not obliged to work day and night to scrape a living but,

in manv cases, could enjoy a vigorous and varied existence. Leisure

hours were well earned in this hospitable citv with its well planned

streets and upwardly mobile population.

The Germans were able to eniov the same kind of recreational

activity thev had known before leaving their own shores. These

centred mostly on music, in the form of bands, orchestras, singing

and dancing, and in shooting clubs. I think we can fairly say that

throats were well wetted and the musicians instruments played the

better due to the adequate brew that flowed in the several beer

gardens around town- The entertainmen Germans provided for

themselves was limited bv the difficulty from moving from one place

-2C<q

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1988 Vol. 10 (X) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1988 German-Texan Heritage Society



to another without motorised transport, not by a shortage of

enthusiasm, time or money. The German population was spread pretty

extensively through the town and through the many types of

occupation. True, there were poor members of the community, but

there were also very affluent ones. This in itself was different

from the other minority groups who kept within a fairly narrow

physical Area, and a far more limited range of jobs. The level of

entertainment Germans provided for themselves was restricted only by

the difficulty of moving from place to place without motorised

transport than, not by limited enthusiasm, time or money.

Those of you who live here or have visited Austin, are no

doubt familiar with the Scholz beer garden on San Jacinto Street.

August Scholz bought the whole block in the 1860s, and his

aranddauahter, in a taped interview manv, many years later recalled

the Indians coming to fetch water from a spring on the property.

Scholz opened for business in 1866 with a cafe and a boarding house.

A bowling alley was added and a zoo, which only mildlv detracted

from the more important business of singing.

According to Lota Spell who wrote a very excellent book

called "Music in Texas" which was published in .1936, the center of

musical life in Austin for 20 years was the Turner Hall, at the

corner of 18th Street and Lavaca, on the site where the Scottish

Rite building now stands. The Turn Verein organized a sinoing

society here in the early 1870s under the direction of a Mr.

klappenbach. After, the Saengerrunde came under the spell of

William Besserer who..was born in Austin in 1850. educated in

Germany, then returned to domiate musical life in the city for 50

years.

A musical instrument store on Sixth Street, run by Germans,

supplied innumerable instruments for the several bands Austin

Germans enjoyed. One of the earliest of these was the eight-man

string band formed by Henry Klotz after the Civil War. Another was

a brass band whose purpose, beyond the obvious aesthetic one, was to

raise money for those widowed and orphaned by the Franco-Prussian

War. For 25 years this band was led by George Herzog, a teacher at

the State school for the blind. He also led an orchestra which gave

Sundav afternoon concerts at Scholz's.

For some immigrant newcomers, such as the Swedes, social

life centered on the Church. This was not the case with the

Germans, although the Methodist congregation, organized in 1874.

Zc*h
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celebrated their first anniversary with a large and lively picnic at

Horst Grove. This spot was named for Louis Horst, an early German

settler, who bouoht vast tracts of land way out beyond the edge of

town where the University now stands!

We are lucky to be able to draw on so many resources to put

together a picture of life here a centurv ago. Our local Austin

History collection at the public library, the State library with the

census, newspapers and treasured personal memorabilia all allow us

to recapture the past. Citv directories identifed social clubs more

closelv than we would today. For example, the 1877 directory tells

us the Turn Verein had 173 members and met at Turner Hall. Among

the officers that vear were Jacob Bickler who ran the German school.

Walter Tips a leading merchant who lived on Lavaca and L.M.

Goldbeck, perhaps a forefather of the photographer from San Antonio

who died this past year, well into his 90s. Also mentioned, the

Germania Society met monthly, there was a weekly German newspaper,

and wholesale merchant William Bruegerhoff presided over both the

Long Range Rifle Club and the Austin Rifle Club.

In 1910. the citv directory mentioned the Garden Society

with 200 members which met at Pressler's beer garden on West 6th

Street, and the Turn Verein now moved to Jacobv's Garden on 15th and

Lavaca, the Saengerrunde and Besserer's military band which got

together at Scholz*s. the 250-strong Germania Association, two

newspapers and a home for old ladies.

The picture this presents of Germans in Austin certainly

contradicts the stereotypical image of struggling immigrants. The

Germans came here knowing thev could succeed, and constantly,

generally musically, celebrated this happv state of affairs.

Jlc&
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Courtesy Dallas Archeological Society

"The Record" 50th Anniversary Edition
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GERMAN-TEXAN TIMBER-FRAME

NUMBERING

John H. Kothmann

Timber-framing is a method of construction known
as half-timbering orfachwerk construction. Walls are
built of timber framework with the spaces filled with
plaster, bricks, adobe blocks, or stones. Sometimes the
timberis covered with boards or otherwall covering.

Each wall of a four walled timber-frame structure was
constructed of corner posts, corner braces, studs, door and
window frames, sills and plates.These were first cut from
seasoned timbers. Each end was cut with a mortise or
tenon (Figure 1). They were then numbered to show the
position within the wall frame. Each was then joined to
the other and securedwith squarewooden pegs (trunnels)
or iron spikes.

First, all four ground sills were laid down. Then each
wall framewas laid out and assembledso that they could
be raised from inside the rectangle formed by the four
ground sills. This placed the numbers so that they
appeared on the exterior of the wall timbers.

The following is a description of timber-frame
numbering asseen in Lower Saxony, West Germany, and
the German Hill Country of Texas. Zimmermanszeichen
(carpenters numbers) were cut into the timbers with
carpenters tools. They were cut in with chisels
(stemmeisen), chisel axes (stossaxt), or scratched in with
a drawhook (reisshaken). Others were marked with lead or

"^H^a,
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Figure 1. Timber - framing with numbering.

colored pencils. Tools used for marking varied from one
area to another.

Numbering started on the side of the structure,
designated as the front with the right corner post
Longitudinal walls (langewande) received slanted strokes
(ruten) Iwith eachnumber.Transverse wall (querwand)
numbers had notches cutinto them\f (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Carpenter
Christoph Jordan,
Germany.)

numbers. (Courtesy of
Bad Salzdetfurth, West

Triangles (dreieck) A showed for which floor level
the timbers were being cut and assembled. This was as
follows: 1 triangle = first floor, 2 triangles = second
floor, etc. (Figure 2).

Timbers were numbered in the following locations.
Post (pfosten), studs (stander), corner braces (streben), and
wind braces(kopfbande) were marked at the bottom. Rails
(reigel) andsills (schwelle) to the left of the posts, comer
braces, studs, and wind braces. Plates and ground sills
were not numbered.

In the small Lower Saxony village of Wedelheine
transverse wall numbers were not notched V but
longitudinal walls had ruten W. Numbering started with
a transverse wall. Lower Saxony farm houses (Baurern
Houses) or Lower German Hallway Houses hadtheir front
doors in transverse walls (Figures 3 and 4).

A typical timber-frame structure in the German Hill
Country of Texas is the Peter Walter house in
Fredericksburg, Texas. This small house, now the St.
Barnabas Episcopal Chapel, was built about 1850. Peter
Walter, the builder, was from Oppenhorn, Hessen-
Darmstadt, Germany. The house is near the comer of
West Creek and South Bowie Streets. The north front
longitudinal comer wall was numbered right to left
starting with the right front comer post One ruten / is
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Figure 7. North longitudinal wall, Peter Walter House.
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Figure 8. West transverse wall, Peter Walter
House. &K

with each number on this wall. The West side transverse
wall is numbered left to right. The reason for the
numbering sequence change is unknown. Numbers on
this wall were not notched V. Numbering on the east
transverse wall appears to be right to left since the one
existing number is positioned to the left of a stud. These
were also notnotched |||| (Figures 5-9).
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Figure 9. East transverse wall, Peter Walter LJ/
House. L_M\
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DO NOT FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!!
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY - Tenth Anniversary Convention « '̂2~
Marriott North Hotel, Austin September 10, 1988

GERMAN BANDS IN TEXAS TODAY: How to Start One in Your Town

Presented by Herbert Bilhartz, Former Director, US Army Europe Band, Heidelberg.
Address: Box 162, Medina, Texas 78055. Phone: (512)589-2268

TERMS

German band music - the repertoire played by full bands (16 or more players)
in Germany today; includes marches, polkas, waltzes, Landler, RheinlSnder,
Schlager, other folk songs and dances, maybe even a jazz selection.

Blaskapelle (f.), Blasmusik (f.) - band

Blasorchester (n.)» Harmoniemusik (f.) - concert band

groBes Blasorchester (n.) - symphonic band

Blechkapelle (f.), Blechmusik (f.) - brass band (a British
tradition, they are seldom found in Germany)

Musikkorps (n.) - armed forces band Baritone*

Anyone familiar with the history of the German settlements in Texas has probably seen
old photos of the small concert bands once common in Texas-German communities. These bands,
composed usually of amateur adult musicians as they were and are in Germany, were gradually
supplanted by school bands in the early part of this century. Recently, adult community
concert bands, playing authentic German-style music, have been making a comeback in communi
ties such as Brenham, New Braunfels, Columbus and Garland. Other community bands, such as
the Harker Heights Concert Band, the Good Times "Brass" Band (actually a "concert" band,
not a "brass" band) of Houston, and the Concert Band of the Beethoven MSnnerchor-Verein of
San Antonio, include German band music in their repertoire. Some high school bands, such
as Weimar, Canyon (New Braunfels), West, Klein Forest (Houston), Columbus, Roosevelt (San
Antonio), Lufkin, and Nacogdoches, have authentic German music in their band libraries and
play it from time to time. German band music played by concert bands is heard at several
of the many Volksfeste around the state. The Winedale Festival committee is planning
to add a Blasmusikfest to its Oktoberfest program in 1989. The time is ripe
for a community to sponsor a German Music Festival for high school band participation during
the last week of April. Several school band directors have said they would be interested in
taking part in such an event.

To persons interested in getting a German-style band started in their own communities,
I would suggest beginning with advanced high school band members, using a smaller group which
we will call the "German Volksmusik Ensemble." This musical group will not only provide the
youngsters valuable musical experience, but equally important, it will involve them in the
German heritage of Texas. Furthermore, the large (and expensive) brass instruments needed
are not usually owned by individual, but student band players use school owned instruments.

The following group of 11 players is ideal for a German Volksmusik Ensemble:
1 flute, 2 clarinets, 2 trumpets or cornets, 2 "French" horns, 3 baritones, 1 tuba.

It is important to have this precise grouping of instruments to start. If the group is
successful, more players and other instruments can be added later, but by being selective,
we can set high musical standards so that both the young musicians and their sponsors will
derive pride and satisfaction. With the exception of the baritones, most high school bands
will have plenty of players on the instruments listed, so that, hopefully, we can draw on
those with the best proficiency and interest.

Much of the German volkstUmlich repertoire is not difficult to play but, like
all music, requires careful attention to detail to achieve a satisfactory performance. Un
like jazz (which is taught in many high schools), there is no illusive "special style" to
be mastered. If the youngsters play their typical high school band music well, they will
also do well with German band music. The music is fun, and they can get right into it!

Fest-Musik-Haus, the mail order music business which I manage, maintains a stock of
music from West German and Austrian publishers which is ideally suited for a German Volks
musik Ensemble of young players. Some examples are shown on the reverse side. I would also
be pleased to offer specific help and advice by telephone or letter. If your community can
schedule a meeting of the appropriate group of players, I would be happy to come to your lo
cation and conduct a trial rehearsal, bringing my own rehearsal folders, thus solving the
problem of music for the first meeting. I would be glad to do this for reimbursement of
travel, meal, and lodging expenses as incurred.

Recent experience has shown that German band music (which includes many titles
most Americans don't realize are"German") finds a ready and enthusiastic reception with
almost all Americans, whether of German ancestry or not. Here is a project which will
bring enjoyment to the community and a unique cultural and educational experience to the
young people involved, and at the same time renew an important aspect of our German heritage.

uSnder,
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ALBUMS FOR FULL BAND or SMALL GROUP
3/3

An economical way to build an instant library of German-style band music. Equally effective with full concert
band or small oompah groups. See over for recommended small group instrumentation. Note special prices
available on orders for full band, more albums, plus a wide selection of separate arrangements for full concert
band, are available in FEST-NUSIK-HAUS's full catalog. Write or phone for your free copy.
FEST-MUSIK-HAUS, Box 162 Medina, Texas 78055."
add $2 postage and 6i% tax (Texas residents).;
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E° CI, CI I, II,
IV, Tnhnjl, II,

DIRECTOR (8V° size): $10.00. PARTS (march size): $4.00. DSnttMNTATTCN: Fl, Ob
CI III, Alto Sax I, II, Ten Sax I, II, Bari Sax, Flglhn I, II, Tpt I, II, E°Hn I, II, III,
III, Trtnbn I, II, III, Bar?:, Bar£ , Bass I, II, Bass in B^ (Bass CI), Perc, Words Book.
COMPLETE SET (Oir, 31 Parts, Words) Special Price* $125. Add'l partst $3.75.

STIMMUNG IM ZELT - "Happinesiin the Tent" - bl62 size, in four volumes (Hefte). Simple, effective arrangements by
Kolditz. Lange, Sorbon, Treves, and others. A compiehensive library of German Volksmusik.
Instrumentation: Director (accordion, guitar) $10.50 parts $5.00 each: Fl., ED C1...C1, I, n. III, Alto Sax I, Q,
Tenor Sax I, II. Bari Sax, Flglhn. I, II. Tpt. I. II, III. E*> Horn I. II. III. IV, Tenorhornto I, II. III. Trmbn. I. II. III.
Bar.g> . Bar.;* , Bass I, II, Bass in Bty (Bass CI.), Perc; Book of Words to Songs $5.00. One full set (Director, 31 farts.
Words Book) special price $160.00 with additional books $4.80. Full sets of all tour voluaes, Special Price $600.00.
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The 1896Sullivan Carriage Househas been moved, stone by stone, from Its old locationat 314 Fourth St. (shown
here) to Its new home at the San Antonio Botanical Center.

Sullivan Carriage House Adds 'Touch
of Tradition' to Botanical Center

by Sally Slade

After a painstaking stone-by-
stone move, the Sullivan Car
riage House finally has a new
home on the grounds of the San
Antonio Botanical Garden.

With a formal dedication

ceremony on July 6, the com
pletion of the exterior was
celebrated. The Garden Society
will soon begin a campaign to
raise the estimated $400,000
necessary to finish the interior.
If all goes as planned the 7,675
square-foot structure will be
completed by the end of next
summer, according to Helen
Hogan, Chairwoman of the
Board of the Botanical Garden

Society.
The Conservation Society

was the major contributor of
funds to save the structure and

move it to its new home at

Funston and New Braunfels.

Of the S325.000 required, the
Conservation Society donated
$100,000, the Meadows Foun
dation of Dallas gave S50.000
and over 325 persons con
tributed the remaining amount.

In 1971 the Conservation

Society began its push to have
the carriage house placed on the
National Register of Historic
Places, accomplished in 1978.

Alfred Giles, an English ar
chitect living in San Antonio,

was commissioned to design the
carriage house in 1896 for
Daniel Sullivan. Sullivan was a

wealthy banker whose loans to
ranchers helped inspire the
legendary cattle drives of the
late 19th century. The carriage
house was designed in the
Richardsonian Romanesque
style, the first style derivation
originating in the U.S. that
Europe acknowledged.

The main house was designed
by Frederick B. Gaenslen and
built by George Lang at the cor
ner of Broadway and 4th. It was
done in the classical revival style
and was not as ornate as the car
riage house.

Descendents of Sullivan lived
in the house until the late 1960s,
when one of Sullivan's

daughters deeded the property
to the Catholic Carmelite

Sisters. The nuns couldn't af

ford to adapt the property for
their use and it was split up and
sold in 1969. The main house

was purchased by the Hearst
Corporation (The San Antonio
Light) and razed to provide a
parking lot. The carriage house
was bought by Billy Tassos,
owner of the Barn Door

Restaurant, and investor David
Straus. They planned to open a
steak house, but their plans fell
through and the Hearst Cor

poration purchased the carriage
house in 1971. After several un

successful attempts to lease the
building, the Hearst Corp.
donated the option for improve
ment to the San Antonio

Museum Association in 1983.

Helmut Naumer, SAMA
President, proposed to move
the building onto the grounds of
the Witte Museum at the site of

the defunct Alligator Garden.
But after the museum associa

tion was unsuccessful in raising
the estimated S500.000 needed
to move and restore the
building, it opened options on
the building to the public.

The Botanical Society began
talks with SAMA in September
1986 and by December. SAMA
agreed to donate the carriage
house to the Botanical Garden,
provided they could raise the
necessary funds by July I, 1987,
to move the building. That
deadline was extended to Oc
tober 1, 1987, but the funds

were raised and the project was
underway, with the understand
ing it would be off the Light's
property by Dec. 31. 1987.

The Fine Arts Commission
narrowly approved plans to
move the carriage house
because the building would be
oriented diagonally to the street
at the Botanical Garden. City
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"German Marshall Fund" bietet Stipendien

Der "German Marshall Fund" der Vereinigtcn Staaten
bietet Fachlcuten auf dem Gebiet des Umwcltschutzes in
dicsem Jahr ein Stipendium an. Bewerben konncn sich
Mitarbeitcr von Umwcltschutzorganisationcn aus der Bun-
desrepublik Deutschland, Frankreich und Spanien. Funf
Stipendiaten sollen vier bis sechs Wochen in offcntlichen
oder privaten Umweltschutzeinrichtungen in den USA
verbringen und sich dort mit Fragen beschaftigen, die in "un-
mittelbarem Zusamraenhang mit ihrer eigenen beruflichen

Tatigkeit stehen". Amerikanischen Umweltschutzfach-
leutensoilGelegcnhcit zuahnlichen Erfahrungcn inEuropa
gegeben werden. DasProgramm wird nach einerMitteilung
des "German Marshall Fund" auf die Gebietc Abfall, Miill
und Sondermull, Bodcn- und Grundwasserschutz, Frci-
raumsicherung sowie Offentlichkeitsarbeit und Um-
weltpolitik beschrankt. Fiir Bewerbcr aus der Bundcs-
republik stellt der "American Council on Germany" zwei
weitere Umweltschutz-Stipendicn zur Vcrfugung.
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Pieces Of Gingerbread
212

Youth Exchange Council Hold* Fhit Meeting

The German-American Council for Youth Exchange
held its constituent meeting Monday (May 16) in
Washington. The council, which was formed as a result of a
1986agreement between Chancellor Helmut Kohl and U.S.
President Ronald Reagan, hasthetask ofworkingfor theim
provement of existing programs, supportingnewinitiatives
and stimulating public interestand privatesupport for the
exchanges. The council consists of 10 West German and 10
U.S. American representatives.

The Federal Republic'sco-chairmanof the council.Min
ister ofStateinthe Ministry forYouth, Family, Women and
Health Anion Pfcifcr, saidlast week thatBonn would tryto
work formoreexchanges of young peoplebetween German
andAmerican firms with branch offices intheothercountry
and within theframework ofGerman-American sister city
agreements. Pfcifcr said thedifficulties for young working
people inobtaining U.S. visas would beamongthe topics dis
cussed. He added that 11,000 young Germans and 5,000
young Americans, mostly secondary school and university
students, participated annually in German-American ex
changes, which receive DM3.3million annually from Bonn.

Bonn'scoordinator for German-American cooperation.
Professor WernerWcidcnfcld, meanwhile appealedina let
termade public bytheForeign Office inBonnTuesday(May
17) to the presidents of the state parliaments in the Federal
Republic to increase their commitment to German-
American youth exchanges. Hecalled onthelegislatures to
orient themselves toward the Congress-Bundestag Youth
Exchange Program, which gives every member ofboth legis
lative bodies theopportunity to sponsor a secondary school
student or young employed personevery year.

Academic Exchange with U.8. Expand!

The exchangeof scholarsbetween the Federal Republic
and the United States has expanded during the 1980s, ac
cording to a report made public in Bonn recentlyby the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. The foundation's
general secretary, Heinrich Pfeiffer, said that 5000 to 6000
degree-holding scholars from both countries cross the At
lanticeach year and that DM 70 millionis spent on the ex
changeannually,withthe largestshare providedbyGerman
sources. Pfeiffer added that while the number of shorter
stayshas increasedin recentyears, the numberof long-term
exchanges has stagnated.

According to the study, 85 percent of all Americans
taking part in exchange programs were scholars in the
naturalsciences, comparedto70percentoftheGermanpar
ticipants. The study indicated that the number of scholars
conductingresearch abroad in the humanities has decreased
significantlyon both sides compared to the 1950s. In addi
tion, the study found that the interest of American scholars
in research staysabroad has grown muchmore than that of
theirGerman colleagues. Some 30years agotheexchange
wasalmostentirelya one-waystreet withveryfewAmericans
traveling to the Federal Republic. Today the numbers arc
about equal.

Vintage Wood Works Tests Public's Taste

For The Fanciful Decor Of Bygone Days { »

HOLDING A FRET BRACKET isGregoryTatech,
owner of the local Vintage Wood Works, a business
that sella gingerbread (Victorian ornate trim) to
mail-order customers nationwide. Vintage Wood

Works has been in business for 10 yeara and is still
going strong, supported partially by the growing
trend toward Victorian- and country-etyled decor.
—Standard-Radio Poet Photo by Lisa Treiber

lly Lisa Treiber

Hi's the gingerbread man.
Hut sawdust andspindles arcmore

his stock rind trnde than sugar or
spire

Gregory Tatsch owns and oper
ates, with his wife Holly, a local busi
ness that manufactures and sells
gingerbread--the Victorian-style
ornate trim that was commonly used
to decorate homes in the 19th cen
tury In fact, Tatsch's 10-year-old
company. Vintage Wood Works, is
the "largest company selling Victo
rian gingerbread directly to the pub
lic." lie said.

While Tatsch maintains a show
room ami headquarters offices of
VinUige Wood Works at 513 South
Adams, his brother Roland manages
the 26,000-square-foot manufactur
ing plant in Quinlan, a town in north
Texas.

The plant manufactures the goods,
with the help of about 35 employees,
but most of the original prototypes
nre designed at the office here.

Dun Cowen, who has done wood
work for several years, mills most of
the prototypes for new items at the
Fredericksburg shop. There, the
public can view a variety of styles
and pieces made mostly of pine.

"We are very pleased to have a
showroom in Fredericksburg to stay
in touch (with the public's decor
tastes and demands)," Tatsch said,
adding that Fredericksburg is
known nationally as quite a historic
al area.

The Tatsch's "fell in love with the
town" on their first visit to his father
Rudoloph's birthplace here. "The
fact that it (Fredericksburg) has a lot
of existing gingerbread trim made it
particularly interesting to us,"
Tatsch said. They moved themselves
and their main office here from
Quinlin in 1982 and were joined by
Rudolph who now serves as com
ptroller of the business.

By running a local showroom,
Tatsch can keep a finger on the pulse
of the public's trends in decor. The
trend toward Victorian and country
is firmly established and is
accelerating," he said. His main
office receives about 500 catalog re
quests on a strong day, and they have
even received 40 orders from 40 diffe
rent states in one day-Bomewhat ofa
record, he said.

The growing demand for this fancy
millwork is due in part to homeow
ners remodeling exteriors and in
teriors of their homes with a fashion
ably old look, but Tatsch said that an
increasing number of his customers
are hu iIdin:.;contractors who are con
structing new homes as well as com
mercial businesses, such as res
taurants and offices.

Perhaps some of the more interest
ing orders come from managers of
movie and television show sets. The
local business distributes its pro
ducts on a national basis, and fre
quently they show up on the big
screen. For example, the recent
movie, "Crimes of the Heart", had
some of Tatsch's products in it as do
several television soap operas, the
new Smothers Brothers comedy
series and Disneyland, he said.

Actress Carol Bumett has added
her name to Tatsch's consumer list
as she purchased one of his pre
fabricated gazebos-one of many
other Victorian-type items sold by
Vintage Wood Works.

Running his business in a pre
dominately mail-order fashion,
Tatsch relies heavily on his catalogs
and the power of advertising to keep
his business flowing strong. Cur
rently, close to 200,000 names of peo
ple who have requested the catalogs
are stored in memory on Tatsch's in-
house computer, he said. The cata
logs are available for $2 and put the
shopping power of stock models, sold
by the foot, in the hands of the con
sumer.

While the catalogs are kept by
Vintage WoodWorks' customers on a
long-term basis, Tatsch also wins
customers with his shorter-termed,
repetitive advertising in home de
corating magazines. He advertises in
House Beautiful and Country Liv
ing, just two of about 30 publications
he utilizes each month.

Designing the advertisements in
conjunction with his wife, Tatsch
must complete them several months
ahead of time to meet early maga
zine deadlines. Thus, he must often
take a chance on how well an adver
tisement will do far in advance of the
time of its appearance. "A lot of the
effort we put into promotions has to
do with predictions," he said. "We
have to be on top of it (how well an ad
works)," he said.

Bycoding each advertisement and
requesting those numbers from cus
tomers placing orders, Tatech can
keep statistics on which ads in which
publications are doing well, how
many orders are resulting from each,
and the total dollar amount that
each ad is bringing in. By keeping
tabs on his advertising results,
Tatech can better predict how things
may happen, allowing him to adjust
his strategy and control the progress
of his enterprise.

Currently, Tatech is testing an
advertisement larger than previous
ones in Honae Beautlful's July
issue. While saying that hi* show
room here is a good teat marketing
tool (to see what people doand do not
like), Tatech also said that the new
larger ad reflects more about the
kinds of usage possible with the pro
ducts and their quality to potential
mail-order customers across the Un
ited States.

The success of the ad has only been
tracked for three weeks, not a long
enough time to give complete statis
tics, but Tatech said, "We are very
pleasedwith the results," which look
pretty strong so far.

It is business strategies like this
one that makes it seem as if Tatech
has been running this business all
his life, but he said he is continually
learning as his company grows. The
couple's venture into the ginger
bread business came, Mrs. Tatech
said, after her husband had pre
maturely retired from his corporate
job with Pier I Imports.

The Tatachs built a home in Quin

lan and accumulated a collection of
accessories and materials from old
homes that they had purchased and
dismantled. They began selling some
of the antique hardware and parte at
a flea market in Canton, a city in
east Texas. Through that experi
ence, they learned that there was
quite a demand for the Victorian and
country works. So, with knowledge
gained from studying materials on

Victorian architecture and market
ing potential, they opened Vintage
Woed Works.

"We were not sure it would work,
but we wanted to stay out of the day-
to-day retail world,"aha said. Keep
ing away from the beaten trail of the
corporate "race", the Tatsch's mail
order business has been growing
steadily since its birth-and, de
finitely not by accident
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GOURMET COOKBOOK
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Steinfeldt recalls early days .at Witte
J J -Thursday. Sept. 29. 1<Wk__irsday,

studied at the University of Mexico
after graduating from Brack-
enridge High School in the depth
of the Depression.

Able to live at the Mexico City
YWCA for 50 pesos a month, she
walked to classes, taught by. am
ong others, noted artist Carlos Me-
rida.

A year later she returned to San
Antonio "and did this, that and the
other, whatever I could to make a
dime."

Offered a job at the fledgling
Witte Museum in 1936 by founding
director Ellen Quillin, who re
membered Cecilia as an adolescent
art student there, she began teach
ing classes at the museum.

"I didn't know what in the hell I

was doing," she admits, adding
with a laugh, "By 1939, my title
was curator of exhibits. I kept the
cases clean."

That same year Cecilia married
San Antonio native Eric
Steinfeldt, now a retired govern
ment cartographer. When their
son, Dick, now a local architect,
was born she quit for a few years
and then began teaching art there
again on weekends.

"Just before Ellen Quillin re
tired," she recalls, "she came to me.
She said, 'Use your brains and not
your back.' Two weeks before she
retired (in 1960) she named me cu
rator of history.

"I was sort of forced into it in a
way," notes Cecilia of her curator
ial career. "I grew up in the mu
seum in classes and then I started
teaching. It was a second home, I
guess. I've been under every re
gime this museum's had."

Though she says some regimes
are best forgotten, she lauds the
vision of former director Jack
MacGregor.

"I adored Jack MacGregor. He
followed in Ellen Quillin's foot
steps," she sayB. "He did major sur
gery on the museum. He took out
all the tatty cases, as they say in
England. He felt we should go the
regional route and built up the col
lections. When we did the Texas
furniture exhibition, that show put
us on the map."

Despite the non-cooperation of
major collector Miss Ima Hogg
(who called and bleesed out Cecilia
for "stealing my thunder"), "Early
Texas Furniture and Decorative
Arts" claimed national attention.

Sept. 29. 1988-Recorder.Times
And the book by tne same uai»e

which accompanied it. Cecilia's
first, has become a collector's item
itself.

"If anybody told me I could write
a book I'd have told them they were
crazy." says the self-taught writer
who credits her ability to write
clearly with her high school Eng
lish teacher's emphasis on sentence
diagramming.

Other books she has written in
clude ones on the Onderdonk fam

ily of painters and Texas folk art.
Cecilia's present all-consuming

book project covers a century's
worth of Texas artists that are rep
resented in the SAMA collection.

"I've never worked so hard on
anything in my life," she says of the
75 biographies she is compiling for
her reference work, a job that has
compelled her to adopt a six-day
work week.

"When I finish this book." she
says, "whatever else I do will be in a
more simple fashion. My husband's
ready to kill me because he's ready-
to travel and I can't get away. He
gets a good pension and I'm still
working. It's because I'm so pig
headed."

However, there is no reason to
worry that the museum's memory
bank will retire any time soon.

"Yesterday," she says of a mu
seum holiday she spent at home,
"was the longest day I've had in a
long time. I cleaned out drawers.
I'm no housekeeper."

Besidee, she adds in a more seri
ous vein, "I'm the only Texan on the
stuff. I'm here to protect the col
lection, to protect what Ellen
Quillin started."

And what part of it would she
like to feature in her next exhibit?

"A while back I spent six weeks
writing a grant to do 'Beauty from
The Beast,' an exhibition of every
thing that is made from horn," she
says, citing horn furniture, spec
tacles, lanterns, combs, powder
horns, gun grips — and even a
sausage stuffer — that are in the
collection.

Warming to the subject, the
mentions the fact that there are
three horning golds still is ex
istence in England, where ana
managed to locate a rare book oa
the subject.

That'll be the next thing I do,"
she vows with relish, "if I live that
long."

By MARY M. FISHER
Features Editor

While a new generation of mu
seum curators earns doctorates in

the classroom, the Witte Museum's
senior curator has earned many
times the equivalent on the job.

"Everybody who doesn't have a
Ph.D. feels self conscious about it,"
admite Cecilia Steinfeldt. who
after a moment reasons with a
laugh, "After all, this was the
training ground and I probably
learned a hell of a lot more here."

The plain-spoken descendant of
German immigrants is seated as
ide a table laden with research ma
terials in a second-floor textile
storage area and is chain smoking
cigarettes as she spells out her
six-decade association with the

Witte.
Dressed in a blue-green suit that

sets off her matching color eyes, the
museum's lionized, long-tenured
employee carries her 73 years —
and her considerable reputation —
lightly.

Sought by callers throughout the
country on questions relating to
early Texas furniture and decor
ative arts, craftsmen and artists.
she is also an authority on early
textiles, needlework and costumes
of this and other regions.

She is also the author ofsix books
and the recipient of more than a
dozen local and state awards.

Shows she haa mounted have
ranged in subject matter from
matchaafes to madonnas, from
native Texas artiste to the Museum
of Arte' ongoing exhibition of Im
perial Chinese textiles.

"Doing that Chinese exhibit was
one of the biggest challenges Pre
come up against," she aays with •
glance towards floor-to-ceiling
shelving stacked with boxed tex
tiles. "We had to get every book we
could find and read it. And then
the authorities didn't agree."

Major exhibitions, she says, take
about two years to organize.

Noting that many of the dozens
ahsjhaa organized have been of her
own suggestion, she points out,
"Directors have a tendency to take
the easy way out arid get traveling
exhibitions, but I feel like we have
a* much of oar own we need to be

Cecilia shattld know.
jFor,arriving on the scene only a

UABY H. FISHER

Witte's longest-tenured curator Cecilia Steinfeldt
... at home In an early Texas furniture exhibit

decade after the museum began,
she has more knowledge of Witte
collections than anyone alive.

"I'm the retrieval system," she
says gazing about. "We really
ought to inventory this whole place
before I die so they know what
they've got."

Citing a sampling of her personal
favorites in the colleciton, she men
tions Gen. Sam Houston's sash, a
sword of Fort Worth namesake

Gen. W. J. Worth, and three itema
she located.

In a "lovely junk shop" in LaVe-
mia she bought for 412.50 a one-
of-a-kind Suttlea pot with a blue
slip trail decoration. Dumped as
trash on the porch of the Sullivan
House "sometime in the '60a" she

found "the beat serape we've got"
and an 1880a child's checked silk
taffeta drees with bouffant bustle.

The last three items reflect her
especial interest in textiles and

clothing, subjects she has returned
to in show after show. (At her Col

onies North area home she has her
own collection of needlework tools,
fashion prints and textiles.)

"People really relate to
clothing," she soya. "It is social his
tory, fashion and style. To me,
clothing is an art form, and the
curators of the art'museum could
agree leas."

But fine art, not fashion, waa
Cecilia's first fancy.

The daughter of a stone cutter
who, because she was a sickly child,
moved from Wisconsin to warmer

San Antonio and became a news
paper illustrator, she had planned
to paint for a living.

"I thought I was going to set the
world on fire," she says, adding
with amused irony, "How dis
illusioned can you get?"

Because at the time American
students could go for free, she

Foreign-language classes backed
Compiler! from staff
and AP wire ropoits

_ _ I A proposal that
jWflfj would require Tex-

•flu usstudents lo learn
III/ J ' language in addi-•J^**" lion ii> English has

J drawn support
from three Bexar

County superintendents.
Arnold Qnfcs of North I£ast, Vic

tor Rodriguez of San Antonio and
James Vnsquez of Edgewood
praised Ihr- spirit of a legislative

recommendation approved Mon
day by the Select Commiltce on
F.ducation in Austin.

However, each expressed con
cern over potential funding for the
program.

"I'm glad to see them place the
same faith in our children that Eu
ropeans place in their children,"
Vasquez said. "That Is, that kids
have the ability to learn very, very
effectively another language at an
early age. It's a step In the right
direction."

Added Rodriguer "It's good that

we master other languages. Given
our culture here In San Antonio, it's
a healthy thing."

The superintendenls said Ihcy
hoped the stale would back up the
program with money, unlike other
mundated programs that have
been forced on school districts
without financial assistance.

"The difficulty with it is fund
ing." Oates said. "Were having a
difficult enough time. If funds were
made available. It certainly would
be a positive thing"

The select committee's recom
mendation proposes that foreign
language instruction begin at the
primary level.

Fluency would provide Texas
public school graduates "the oppor
tunity to compete as national lead
ers academically and in the inter
national marketplace," the
recommendation said.

Some have questioned whether
the. state is ready for such a re
quirement, said committee mem
ber WinstonPower, superintendent
of Highland Fart school district

But he added, "We look at many
programs today that we accept as

required, programs, and we can
look back and see when those were
perceived to be very luxurious
kinds of commodities.

"I think Texas could take a long
step forward by saying, 'We're go
ing to take this as a long-term
goal.'"

Fluency In more than one lan
guage would benefit all students,
even those who do not intend to go
to college, he said.

"If you go out and you're a bilin
gual bank teller, reservation clerk
or whatever, I promise you have
marketability better than someone
who only speaks one language," he
said.
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Pennsylvania-Dutch kein Krefelder Dialekt

Erhot sei Fraa ^titjtfj*
un Kinner verlosseB^
In den letzten drei Jahrhunderten
wanderten Hunderttausende von
Deutschen aus,ummdenVereinig-
ten Staaten von Amerika eine neue
Heimat zu siichen. In dem Bestte-
ben, mo^ichst vollwertige Mitglie-
der der AmaHiraiiiBi»h«wi Geseu-
schaft 2u werden, pafiten sie 'sich
sprachlich meistschnellanundleg-
ten wenig Wert auf die Pflege des
deutschen Erbes. HSnfig verstand
schon die zwdte Generation kein
Deutsch mehr, ganz zu schweigen
vonder Fahigkeit, die Sprache der
Vorfahrenzusprechen.

Nicht so bei den Mennoniten in
Pennsylvania. Obwohl die ersten
Siedler schon vor 300 Jahren die
europiischeHeimatveriieflen, pfle-
gen viele Familien noch heute das
Pennsylvania-Dutch im Raum um
Lancaster, westlich von Philadel
phia,UmdieseSprache rankensich
mancheunklare Aussagen, die an-
handftirtftB HHfafiHfh toPBnmffhmnlfl
Dutch" WBrterbuchs aus dem Jahre
1985geklirtwerdensollen.

ZunSchst einmal sei festgestellt,
daSDutchhierfurDeutsch,nicht fur
NiederlSndisch steht Daher heifit
dasWdrterbuch auchPennsylvania
German Dictionary (Pennsilfaa-
nisch Deitsch Waddebuch). „Es alt
LandnistaIsonDeitschland\

Pennsylvania Dutch 1st keines-
faUff fling d^vrtffch-ftwg^"*^* Mtsch-
sprache, was selbst in der Fachlite-
ratur manchmal behauptet wird.
SelbstDinge,dieesinderdeutschen
Urheimat nicht gab, werden mit

nicht aber
amaynrftn^n^n Wories. So hoben
dieAmerikaner sum Beispiel einen
gewaltigen Respektvoreinerhaufig
auitretendenGiftpflanze,diebeiBe-
rfihrung heftige Schmerzen berei-
ten kann: poison ivy (wortiich: Gift
Efeu). In Pennsylvania Dutch heifit
das .es Rankegiff. Dasamerikani-
sche Tier skunk (Stinktier) heifit
.dieBisakatz".

Bekanntlich beganndie Auswan-
derung Deutscher nach Amerika
mit Krefelder Pietisten vor etwa 300
Jahren.PennsylvaniaDutch1staber
nichtder fortlebende Krefelder Dia
lekt,wieWSrterwiedieFraa (Frau),
Plural: Weiver, oder es Meedel
(MSdchen) zeigen. EinVertreterder
Pennsylvania Dutch sprechenden
Volksgruppe irrte,alser gegenuber

Touristen sagte, seine Sprache sei
ein niederdeutscher Dialekt Fur
Niederdeutsch gettendie SchlQsser-
wettermakenstattmachen(Benra-
therIinie)undikstattich(Uerdin-
gerIinie). Pennsflfaanisch Deitsch
lauten diese Worter mache (Hoscht
del Bett schun gemacfatT) und ich
(Ichwulnixgsaathawwe).Richtiger
scheint dagegen eine Aussage in
einem Reisefuhrer zu sein, die dne
Verwandtschaft mit pffilrisnhen
Dialektenannimmt

Derdeirtschsprachige Leserkann >
sichselbstemUrteUb41den,w6nneqr
ein paartypischeS&tze in Pennsyi-
vaniaDutchliest:

Er hot sei Fraa un Kinner verlos
se. - Der Gschpassvoggel hot uns
aUlachegemacht-Verlossdichuff
mien.- GebmirdeiWatt(-Wort).
WietypischfurDialektem Deutsch-
IatiH rindAiiyh iriffUfhftpeTt^jyhmTiU
scheWorter gldch dem Hochdeut-
schem der Holzhacker, die Welt, es
Gkdchgewicht, es Opfer, altmo-

Einige Wdrter und Wendungen
lessen uns Bchmnrowm: /lie Naas
hochdraage* isteinauch hiergelSu-
figes Bild. Jch geh in eens, zwoe,
drei ins Betf, kann jedernachvott-
ziehen. Ein Unterdrucker heifit4er
SfrMntmr*(mSfthlTflfer), gj|i9 «»Mit»m
handehtde Person j£a Kaschber*
(-Kasper)lUndauchinPennsyiva-
niagibt es getegentiich dnen Jto-
nutr.

Jemand, der seine Gesundhdt
nichtbeachtetheifitder Karichhof-
kandidaat (-Kiichhofkandidat)!
Ein Sprichtwort der Pennsylvania
Deutschen latitat Geld zwingtdie
Welt MangruBtmitWiegent's?

Die Zukunft dieser deutschen
Mundart, dietrotzdergrofien Feme
solange erstaunlich treu bewahrt
wurde, scheintgefahrdet„Behmsd
Waddebuch" (-Beams, -Bohms
Wdrterbuch) beklagt im Vorwort,
dafi die .Mudderschprooch' mit den
atten Leuten mehr und mehr ver-
schwinde. Was furdieAHen gait-
Sie hennsich net gschemmt (nfim-
Uch ihrer Sprache) -, kann ange-
sichtsdesaugegenwirtigenKnflus-
ses des Englischen in Pennsylvania
von der jungenGeneration nur mit
dem gewaltigen Kraftakt des Glau-
bensandieuWkommenenLebens-
formenbewSltigtwerden.

MANFRED HAPPEL

GermanZoology Modal jtZC

CornellUniversitybiologistThomas Eisner wis awarded
the 1988 Karl Ritter von Frisch Medal by the German
ZoologicalSocietyduringaceremonyWednesday (May25)
in Bielefeld (North Rhine-Westphalia). The 58-year-old
Eisner, who was born in Germany but was forced to leave
the country with his parents during the Nazi era, was
honored for his pioneeringwork in the new field of chemi-
cal«cology.

In hisstudyof chemical secretionsgivenoff byinsectsto
defend themselves, Eisner discovered that the bombardier
beetle combined two chemical substances to cause an "ex-
ploskm" which it can use to "shoot" an attacker. The
knowledgeis seen as useful in the search forbiological re
placements for-chemicalpesticides.

.The societyalsopaidtributeto Eisnerforre-establishing
tieswithGermanzoologyafter the SecondWorld War and
forbeingamongthosewhohelpedit achieve newinterna-
tioaalrecognition.

Stiftung "Haus der Geschichte"

DasBundeskabinetthatjetzt den EntwurfeinesGesetzes
zurErrichtungeinerStiftung"Haus derGeschichte derBun-
desrepublik Deutschland" beschlossen. Bereits am 9. Juli
1986hatte das Kabinett einem Gesetzentwurf zugestimmt,
den der Deutsche Bundestagaberwegendes Ablaufs der 10.
Legislaturperiode nichtmehrabschliessend beratenkonnte.
Bundesminister Oscar Schneider wies in Bonn darauf bin,
dass der "neue Gesetzentwurf die zwischenzeitlich mit den
Landern geffihrten Gesprache fiber ihre Beteiligung im
Kuratorium der Stiftung berficksichtige.

Mit dem Bau des "Hauses der Geschichte der Bundes-
republik Deutschland" unternehme dieBundesregierung, so
Schneider weiter, einen weiteren wichtigen Schritt zum Aus-
bau der Bundeshauptstadt. In diesem Ausstellungs-,
Dokumentations- und Informationszentrum solle die Ge
schichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland vor dem
Hintergrund der Teilung Deutschlands in anschaulicher
Wcise dargesteltt werden. Im Haus der Geschichte sollen
nebender politischen Geschichte auch dieWirtschafts- und
Sozialgeschichte, die Geistes- und Mentalitatsgeschichte
und nicht zuletzt die Geschichte der materiellen Kultur
prasent und anschaulich gemachtwerden.

Weizsicker gegen Hass und Gewatt

Gegen Hass undGewaltundfur mehr Menschlichkeit hat
sich BundesprSsident Richard von Weizsacker in seiner
traditionellen Weihnachtsansprache gewandt. In der am
24.12. fiber Rundfunk und Fernsehen ausgestrahlten
Ansprache warnte er die Menschen davor, sich in Hass
hineintreiben zu lassen, weil er frfiher oder spater zur
Gewalt ffihre. "Gewalt macht alles nur schlimmer, Gewalt
zerstort die Menschlichkeit", sagte er.

Energisch setzte er sich fur eine Fortsetzung der
Abrustung undderEntspannung ein.MitdemVcrtrag fiber
den Abbau der Mittelstreckenrakcten set erstmals zwischen
Ost und West ein echter Abrustungsschritt erreicht worden.
Nun gelte es, weiterzugehen "imSinne von Sichcrhcit und
Zusammenarbeit".

Besonders gedachte Weizsacker dervonArbeitslosigkeit
belroffenen Menschen, der in der Bundesrepublik lebenden
Auslander und der Behinderten. Im Hinblick auf die
Stahlkrise sagte er, im Ruhrgebiet und im Saarland rausse
einStrukturwandel geschaffen werden. DieMenschen seien
auf Hilfe beim Aufbau neuer Beschaftigung angewiesen.
Dies seieineAufgabefur dasganze Bundesgcbiet.
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THE TEXAS BREWERY INDUSTRY

THE EARLY YEARS, 1830 TO 1918

The early years of the Texas brewery industry from 1830 to 1918 are a maze of
speculation and rumor. This period of Texas history was a whirlwind of change that
was characterized by a wave of immigrants from the United States and Europe. Beer
drinking was a major part of the immigrants' lifestyle; however, their means of
acquiring the beer are still mostly a matter for speculation.

Few records are available that detail Texas industries prior to the end of the
Civil War (See Appendix A). The breweries that were in operation were home
breweries or small, local operations. These breweries were generally located in areas
inhabited by large numbers of German immigrants.

The immigrants "who entered Texas between 1830 and 1860 faced primitive
frontier conditions. Transportation consisted of travel by horseback or wagon over
dusty, dirt roads and trails. Railroad and water transportation was extremely
limited, and communication was slow and unreliable (See Appendix B). These early
immigrants also had to contend with hostile Indians. The Indian problem was instru
mental in keeping the immigrants in the southern and eastern parts of the state and
in settlements that could be defended.

Immigrants tended to avoid mixing with native Texans, preferring to live in
communities with people from their homeland. They lived their lives much as they
had in their homeland, speaking their native languages, following customs of their
native countries, and leading lifestyles similar to ones they had known in their
homelands. They published newspapers in their native languages, participated in folk
festivals, and brewed beer similar to that which had been made in the "old world." A
large majority of the Immigrants -were farmers, and the free or cheap land was what
brought them to Texas. By 1860, the liberal Texas land policies created a predominately
rural population that consisted of approximately five out of every six people living in

the state.I (See Appendix C)
Germans represented the largest group of immigrants that came to Texas. These

German immigrants were lower middle class farmers, and they used almost all of
their money travelling to their new farm land in Texas. A large majority of the
Germans entered Texas through the Port of Galveston, and then traveled by "wagon and
horseback to areas around New Braunfels, Fredericksburg, and San Antonio. Some of
them moved farther east into the area near Fayette County where they established
communities at La Grange, Round Top, Brenham, Bastrop, and Schulenburg.

The German Immigrants also introduced the United States to a new method of
brewing beer. Before 1840, the beers produced in the United States were principally
top-fermented brews that did not need aging or maturing. These brews were ales,
porters, and stouts and were brewed mainly by British immigrants with recipes they
brought to America from England. About 1840, the German immigrants had begun
expressing their preference for the lager type of beer. Lager was brewed with a
bottom-fermenting yeast that used secondary fermentation. It had to be aged under

cool conditions, for a period of time that varied from four weeks to nine months.2 The
majority of the Texas breweries built during this period brewed only the lager type of
beer.

Since there was little artificial refrigeration or mechanization in Texas prior to
1860, almost all beer was brewed in the cooler months. It was usually stored or aged
in some form of cool cellar until the aging process was completed. The breweries were
small operations that used only hand operated brewing equipment. They used gravity
flow movement from one stage of the brewing process to the next. They also used
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some means of manual pumping and hoisting because the beer was normally stored
and sold in -wooden kegs. The limited brewing capabilities of these breweries usually
required no more than four workers.

An effort to determine the first Texas brewery would be inconclusive. Any
knowledgeable person could brew ale with a large pot and a cook stove. Because
farmers "were not grocery stores, home brewers were not called breweries, even
though they sold a portion of "what they brewed.

The 1850 census population schedule listed nineteen brewers and distillers in

Texas.3 However, the 1850 manufacturing schedule did not list any.4 This indicates
there were people who considered themselves to be in the brewery business, even
though they operated only a small home brewery. For example, Moritz Tilling refers

to a still-undocumented brewery in New Braunfels in 1847.5 Although there was
probably a brewery there, the extent to which it operated is not clear.

The most acknowledged "First Commercial" Texas brewery was the William A.
Menger, Western Brewery (1855-1878) that was located on the grounds of the Alamo in
San Antonio.6 By its last year of business in 1878, it was the largest operating
brewery in Texas, producing 1,166 barrels per year.7 in 1859, Menger also opened a
very popular hotel next to his brewery. The present hotel still contains the large
cellar, constructed of three-foot thick stone walls, that was used to chill the beer
produced by the brewery. The cellars "were cooled by the Alamo Madre ditch that

flowed through what is now the patio of the Menger Hotel.8 o. Henry mentioned the
hotel in some of his stories; and the hotel had many famous guests, including poet
Sidney Lanier, General Philip Sheridan, and ex-President Ulysses S. Grant. In fact,

Theodore Roosevelt stayed at the Menger when he was recruiting the Rough Riders.9
William Menger hired Charles Degen as his Brewmaster. Menger died in 1871

and Degen continued with the brewery until it closed in 1878. Degen then opened and

operated a brewery at 237/239 Blum Street in San Antonio until 1915.10
The Gabel Brewery of Houston is another of the many undocumented Texas

breweries that operated prior to the end of the Civil War (1865). An advertisement in
the August 16, 1859 edition of the Columbia Democrat and Planter newspaper

proclaimed: "Gabel's Brewery in Houston is producing table beer and ale."U
The 1860 population census listed eleven breweries throughout the State of Texas.

Houston had three breweries that -were producing an estimated total of 4,300 barrels of
beer annually, and two of the three were powered by steam engines. One of the San
Antonio breweries -was producing both a lager and a bock beer, and was probably
doing its own malting. All of the breweries were located in areas of sizable German

populations, except for the ones in El Paso and Nacogdoches. 12
Two documented breweries operated during the Civil War. The Karl H. Guenther

Brewery in New Braunfels -was in business from 1860-1868. It then changed names,
becoming the Margarethe Guenther Brewery, and continued operating until 1870. In
San Antonio, the William A. Menger, Western brewery (1855-1878) was also opera
tional.13

After the Civil War, the Internal Revenue Service records documented the
beginning and ending dates of operation of the various Texas breweries. They recorded
the larger, commercial breweries by taxes paid and the number of barrels of beer
sold. These records do not reflect the brewery activities of the small home brewers.
Therefore, there are probably some undocumented brewers after 1860 that have still
not been discovered.

By 1870, there were numerous technological improvements in the United States
that affected the brewing industry. Mechanization improved brewing equipment,
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pasteurization gave longer "shelf life" to beer, and artificial refrigeration enabled the
large national breweries to transport their beer to Texas. The rapid expansion of the
railroads made nearly every part of Texas accessible to the national breweries.

With the improved technology came an increase in the Texas population, many of
"whom were German immigrants. The rapid increase in settlers from other countries
caused a change in social and political attitudes. This contributed to making the
drinking of beer more acceptable to the general population.

Census records show that the number of Texas breweries had increased from

two in 1860 to twenty-seven in 1870. The breweries -were all small and continued to
be in areas "with large German populations. Dallas, La Grange and Brenham each had
two breweries, and others were located in Jefferson, Paris, Sherman, Austin,
Industry, Halletsville, High Hill, Waco, Marlin, Bastrop, Bellville, Victoria, San Antonio,
Castroville, Fredericksburg, and New Braunfels. Houston was the leader in the state
-with three breweries. The 1870 census also indicated a total of seventy-seven
employees in the breweries and only four of the breweries 'were equipped with steam
engines. 14

The decade between 1870 and 1880 witnessed a rapid increase and decline in the
Texas brewery industry. In 1875, the Brewers License Tax Records of the Internal
Revenue Service indicated there were forty-four breweries licensed to sell beer. The
number of breweries increased to fifty-eight in 1876, with a production of 16,806
barrels. Beginning in 1877, there was a steady decline in the number of Texas
breweries. By 1878, there were only thirty-one breweries in Texas. The largest was
the William A. Menger, Western Brewery of San Antonio that sold 1,166 barrels of beer.
It was followed by the G. F. Giesecke and Brothers Brewery of Brenham that sold 1,137
barrels, the H. L. Kreisch Brewery of La Grange that sold 774 barrels, and the Lorenz
Zeiss Brewery of Brenham that sold 722 barrels. Total production for all of the
breweries was 10,050 barrels. 15

By 1879, the number of Texas breweries had dropped to twenty-seven. The
departure of the Menger Brewery in 1878 enabled the G. F. Giesecke and Brothers
Brewery of Brenham, with a production of 1,255 barrels of beer, to become the largest
Texas brewery. Next in production size was the Lorenz Zeiss Brewery in Brenham,
followed the H. L. Kreisch Brewery of La Grange. Total production in 1879 for all of the

breweries in Texas was 7,749 barrels.16 The 1880 Internal Revenue records indicated
that by 1880 there were twenty-eight breweries still operating in Texas, and by June
of 1889 there were only eight breweries still in operation.

The decline of the Texas brewery industry was caused by a combination of
factors of the free enterprise system. National breweries, such as Anheuser-Busch of
St. Louis, came to Texas with a superior product that sold at a competitive price. The
national breweries could afford improved brewing and packaging techniques, and
massive advertising campaigns. Nearly all major Texas newspapers carried
advertisements for the national brands. In addition, the Texas breweries were
undercapitalized and did not have the financial or production capabilities to compete
with the national breweries.

The year 1883 proved to be the turning point for a competitive Texas brewery
industry. Adolphus Busch brought his technology to San Antonio, and with a group of
San Antonio businessmen, built the first large, mechanized brewery in Texas. 17 The
Lone Star Brewery (1884-1918) produced its first beer in 1884, and the total Texas
production increased to 3,083 barrels. Production had an even larger increase in 1885
when it jumped to 17,246 barrels. 18

The Lone Star Brewery used the same principles as the national breweries,
which forced some smaller breweries out of business. Lone Star built a modern plant
with the latest equipment. They had their own bottling plant; and they transported
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their beer by wagon and railroad throughout most of Texas and into Mexico, and as

far wrest as California. 19 They even bought out some of their competition. In 1895 Lone
Star purchased the remains of the Alamo Ice and Brewing Company (1874-1893) and
incorporated it into the Lone Star operations.20

San Antonio was chosen by the Lone Star owners for the brewery because of its
central location, its large German population, and its artesian wells. Lone Star used a
well that was over eight hundred feet deep and had a daily flow of over 1,800,000

gallons of pure artesian water.21
The Lone Star brewery continued to grow and prosper until prohibition with

sales of as much as sixty-five thousand barrels of lager beer annually. The beer was
marketed under the various labels of: Buck, Erlanger, Cabinet, Alamo, and Standard.22

The only other large brewery operation to start in Texas in the 1880 's was the
San Antonio Brewing Association. A group of San Antonio businessmen purchased the
existing J. B. Behloradsky Brewery (1881-1883) and started producing Pearl Beer in 1886.
The brewery grew and prospered under the leadership of Otto Koehler, until his death
in 1914, and his wife, Emma, who took over and guided the brewery through the lean
prohibition years of 1918-1933. The original pioneer brewery was replaced by a larger
modern plant, and production gradually increased to 6,000 barrels per year. In 1889,
five 135 barrel tanks were installed by the Pfaudler Company, and by 1916 Pearl "was
the largest brewery in Texas with a capacity of one hundred ten thousand barrels per
year.23

Besides the Pearl and Lone Star Breweries, the only other breweries in operation
in Texas in 1890 were a few small, locally operated enterprises that were sustained by
loyalty, low prices, and fresher products. These breweries included The Herman
Frank, Home Brewery in Belleville (1882-1918); The Simon Mayer Brewery in Dallas
(1895-1900); The Dallas Brewing Company in Dallas (1889-1893); The Texas Brewing
Company in Fort Worth (1890-1918); The Frederick Probst Brewery in Fredericksburg
(1874-1895); The Gustave Franke Brewery in Meyersville (1884-1903); The Felix Bachrach
Brewery in San Antonio (1890-1890); The Charles Degen Brewery in San Antonio (1879-
1911); The Alamo Brewing Association in San Antonio (1888-1893); The Lorenz Ochs and
George Aschbacher Brewery in San Antonio (1890-1904); and The Michael Cellmer
Brewery in Yorktown (1878-1891).24

Of the thirteen Texas breweries that were operating in 1890, only The Lone Star,
The San Antonio Brewing Association (Pearl), The Herman Frank, The Dallas Brewing
Company and The Texas Brewing Company in Fort Worth survived intact until
prohibition in 1919. Of those five, only the San Antonio Brewing Association and the
Dallas Brewing Company brewed beer after prohibition in 1933.25

From 1890 until 1918, Texas had as many as forty-three breweries in operation;
however, many started and ended within a few years. They either suffered from
lack of capital, produced an inferior product, or could not compete with the national or
large San Antonio breweries. Of these forty-three breweries, seventeen 'were in San
Antonio. Many of the breweries were operated in the same physical plant locations
but had several different names. One example of this was a brewery in San Antonio
that changed names and owners five times in six years. It started operation as the
Bongo and Weiss Beer Bottling Works and Manufacturing Company (1902-1903) at 309
3rd Street. It then changed to the Brown Beer Brewing Company (1903-1905), followed
by the Albert Drankowski Brewery (1905-1906), the Bergmann and Walz Brewery (1906-
1907), and finally the Beck's Muenchener Weiss Beer Company (1907-1908).26

On January 16, 1919, national prohibition forced thirteen Texas breweries to stop
the legal production of beer. Of these, eight were large, regional breweries, and the
other five were small breweries that served a local market.27 (See Appendix D)

The Galveston Brewing Company (1895-1918) at 33rd and Church Streets in
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Galveston was one of the eight large, regional breweries to survive to prohibition. It
was founded in 1895 in a similar manner as the Lone Star Brewery in San Antonio.
Adolphus Busch and William J. Lemp of St. Louis were both major stockholders of the
corporation that raised $400,000 to found the Galveston Brewing Company. Some of
Galveston's wealthiest and most prominent citizens, such as John and William

Reymerschoffer and B. Adoue, were officers of the corporation.28
The brewery had its formal public opening on February 3, 1896. The pre-

prohibition physical plant consisted of a large ice plant that could produce seventy-five
tons of ice, and a modern beer brewery that could produce 75,000 barrels of beer a
year. The brewery was built with brick and iron over a concrete floor. The
buildings included "a brewhouse, storage house, boiler house, refrigerating machine
house, stock house, wash house, racking house, wagon sheds and outhouses." The

plant also had cold storage rooms and railroad tracks on two sides of the building.29
Water was the critical problem for the Galveston brewery. Galveston is an

island; and during its early years residents depended on a few artesian city wells.
These wells were inadequate for a brewery because of their volume and purity. By
1895, the city of Galveston had a water works department that utilized piped in water
from the Alta Loma wells on the Mainland, eighteen miles from the coast .30 By 1906,
the brewery was so prosperous that the directors decided to improve their supply of
water. They dug several wells that gave them a combined water supply of two
million gallons per day.31

The Galveston brewery also faced a problem encountered by all of the large
Texas breweries. The large copper and steel brewing tanks needed to mass produce
beer were not available in Texas. Nearly all of the specialized metal equipment that
was needed for a brewery had to be transported to Texas by railroad and wagon. The
Galveston brewery was the only exception to this, since their equipment came down
the Mississippi River from St. Louis and then by boat to Galveston. The Galveston
brewery used 250-barrel copper brew kettles, steel mash tanks, hot and cold water
tanks, iron hoppers, copper beer coolers, fermenting tubs that were nine feet in
diameter by six feet high, storage tanks that were nine feet in diameter by fourteen

feet high, and all of the equipment necessary for the refrigerating machines.32 They
even had to bring the ammonia for the first charge of the refrigeration machines into

Galveston from St. Louis.33 in reality, the only thing that Galveston furnished for this
brewery in 1895 was the labor to build and operate it.

The Galveston brewery was so well constructed that it survived the hurricane
of 1900 that destroyed most of Galveston and killed an estimated 6,000 people. Except
for minor damage to the outbuildings and some flooding, the brewery was able to
resume operation within a short time.34

Business at the Galveston brewery continued to increase and prosper, and by
1906, improvements of about $125,000 were being made. The brewery constructed a
"100-ton ice making plant consisting of a 225-ton refrigerating machine with cross
compound condensing engine, two 50-ton ice tanks, a boiler plant and a cooling
tower."35 The brewery was continuously improved and expanded, with improvements
and new construction in 1910, 1911, 1913, 1914, and 1915. The 1913 construction consisted
of a new bottling department that had a "bonded pipeline" from the cold storage
cellars. 36

In 1917, the last documented company elections prior to prohibition indicated that
Louis A. Adoue was President, George Sealy was Vice-President, I. A. Stein was

Secretary-Treasurer and General Manager, and F. C. Reuel was Brewmaster.37 At its
peak, the brewery employed about 100 men.38

The major product of the Galveston brewery prior to prohibition was a beer
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called "High Grade". A November, 1914, advertisement in the Brewer's Journal stated
that Galveston "High Grade" was "The beer that's liquid food" and was provided "in
brown or white bottles". The advertisement also stated that the beer was "superbly
brewed from the finest materials - aged to full, ripe mellowness - and then freshly

tapped, freshly bottled at the brewery and freshly delivered. "39 The other popular
brand produced by the Galveston brewery was Seawall Bond.40 The majority of the
beer was consumed in Galveston and Harris County (Houston).41

After prohibition forced the legal production of beer to cease, the brewery turned
to a "nonintoxicating cereal beverage" called Galvo.42 This was basically the beer with
the alcohol removed. It is sometimes referred to as "near beer." When this proved
unsuccessful, the brewery removed the brewing equipment and produced soft drinks
as the XXX Company. J. H. Langben was the Vice-President and I. A. Stein remained as

the Secretary and General Manager.43
The Galveston brewery changed owners three more times before it opened again

in 1934 as the Galveston-Houston Breweries, Inc. (1934-1955). The new owners were E.
D. Cavin, John W. McCullough, and finally R. L. Autrey.44

The other seven large regional breweries i.hat survived until prohibition were
similar to the Galveston brewery. They all had large facilities, good management, and
improved sales.

The Spoetzl Brewery (1909-present), in Shiner, is an example of a small local
brewery that is successful. The brewery was able to survive during prohibition and is
still brewing and selling Shiner Beer.

Shiner is a rural farming area that is located about 110 miles west of Houston
and about 80 miles southeast of San Antonio. Originally known as Halfmoon, it was
renamed on November 1, 1887 for H. B. Shiner, who donated 250 acres of his ranch for
the townsite. The townsite and surrounding area was settled by German, Czecho-
slovakian, and Austrian immigrants and their descendents, whose primary religions

'were Roman Catholic and Lutheran.45
In 1901, the businessmen and farmers in the area formed a stock company called

the Shiner Brewing Association. The purpose of this association was to build a
brewery for the local residents so they did not have to depend on beer coming by

railroad from the San Antonio and Houston breweries.46

The Shiner Brewing Association (1909-1914) contracted with Herman Weiss of
Galveston (Weiss and Son Brewery - 1908-1909) to move his family and brewery
equipment to Shiner. Weiss would be the Manager and Brewmaster of the brewery
that the Shiner Brewing Association would build at a site near Boggy Creek and the
railroad line, in June and July of 1909. An artesian well was dug and a two story,
wood frame and corrugated tin building was constructed. On July 24, 1909, the facility
was approved by a representative of the United States Internal Revenue Service.47

By September of 1909, the Shiner beer was on sale in wooden kegs at all of the
saloons in Shiner and the surrounding communities. The beer was not successful
because of its inferior quality that resulted from improper brewing techniques, and
problems with storage and refrigeration. In 1914, after two near bankruptcies, the
Shiner Brewing Association offered to lease the facility to an experienced

brewmaster.48
Kosmos Spoetzl (March 3, 1873-June 17, 1950) was the Assistant Brewmaster at a

San Antonio brewery when he was notified about the offer to lease the Shiner
brewery. Spoetzl was a German immigrant from Rosenheim, Bavaria, Germany who
had attended brewmaster's school and worked for breweries in Egypt, Canada, San
Francisco, and San Antonio. On November 19, 1914, Spoetzl joined with Oswald Petzold
and rented the Shiner brewery facility. Spoetzl renamed the brewery the Home
Brewing Company (1914-1915) and made several improvements to the physical plant.
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The first Shiner beer went on sale on Wednesday, January 27, 1915. The brewery
produced about 3,000 barrels a year of draft beer in wooden kegs.49

In April of 1915, Spoetzl purchased the brewery and renamed it the Petzold and
Spoetzl Brewery (1915-1918). The brewery was then improved with the installation of a
large beer vat that held an additional 335 barrels of beer. This increased total storage
capacity to about 500 barrels. A bottling machine was also purchased in order to

provide the capabilities of producing bottled beer.50
The brewery continued to prosper and grow until prohibition forced it to alter

its production and produce a nonalcoholic "near beer". The "near beer" contained "less

than .5 percent of alcohol by weight."51
The other small regional breweries operated in a similar manner as the Shiner

brewery. These breweries concentrated on a small local market, low overhead, and a
superior quality. The smaller breweries depended on the local beer drinking patrons
to do their advertising for them.

The period from 1830 to 1918 proved to be a time of continual flux in both Texas
history and the Texas brewery industry. Breweries opened and closed or changed
owners at a dishearting pace. Transportation, mechanization, refrigeration,
competition, population shifts, and even fickle tastebuds were strong enough factors to
insure success of failure with the struggling Texas brewery industry. Even though
the breweries changed, an increasing Texas population had an increasing desire for
beer.

%

^ittlicV^
A year of celebration, 1988-89
Celebrating the founding of Muenster on December 8, I899

Dec. 3. 1988 - Ball and Coronation
Dec. 8, 1988 - Liturgical celebration opening centennial year
March, 1989 - Fashion Show J
April, 1989 - German Fest
June 2-J*, 1989 - Sacred Heart Parish Celebration/Homecoming
* j. ^ *~0~ (Centennial picnic, booths, pioneer crafts)
October, 1989 - Schuetzenfest and antique auto show
Each month - school children to dress in pioneer or German costume
Possibilities! establishment of a community museum, presentation of

a school pageant, preparation of a centennial quilt,
organization of an ethnic dance group, esatblishment
°f "sister city" ties with Mttnster, GermanyAlso, centennial history book w.»uuw

For information, contact! Juanita W. Bright, P 0 Box 282, Mueaster TX
76252
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Private San Antonio bank
: • • - *

to close doors at year's eiid
By NUKE DAVIS
Exprett-New»Bwnet»Wri)w

D&A Oppenheimer Bankers, a
private San Antonio bank, will
cease operations at the end of this
year,the partnerssaid Monday.

The private bank is one of the
last of Its kind in the state, said at
torney Jesse Oppenheimer, a mem
ber of the family that founded the
bank in 185a.

"It doesnl operate like a mod
em bank," he said. "It's sort of a di
nosaur."

The death of Dan Oppenheimer
in October prompted the decision
to liquidate the bank and depositors
have been urged to close out their
accounts for the past 10months or
so, Oppenheimer said.

Deposits from the SOO or so cus
tomers are slowly being with

drawn, he said Few loans remain
on the bank's books.

Oppenheimer said the decision
to liquidate hadnothing to do with
problems faced by other banks in
the state. Rather, there is "no
young person in the family to go
totoHTbesaid...

"If all the other banks In this
state were in the same shape as we
were, there wouldn't be any prob
lems," he said. "We-were almost
completelyliquid— aOmoneyand

The bank, located'Vwi the 11th
floor of the MBank Alamo building
on Commerce Street, employs
about eight workers, Oppenheimer
said.

It was founded 130years ago by
Daniel and Anton Oppenheiiner,
who had Just arrived from Ger
many. They opened their first store
In Rusk, Texas, but the Civil War

interrupted their plans soon after
ward.

Following the war, they chose to
settle in San Antonio. Anton later
moved to New York, leaving Dan
as the sole owner and manager of
the family firm.

The bank was located near the
corner of Commerce and Sotedad
streets before it moved to 216 Com
merce St, where it operated until
1974. It occupied the ground floor
of the Oppenheimer Building,
whichwas later purchased by Al
amo National Bank for the con
struction of One Alamo Center. .

The bank then moved to its cur
rent location in the former Alamo
National Bank building, now hous
ing MBank Alamo.

The bank started as a mercan
tile business and eventually began
loaning money and allowing ranch-

. ers to deposit funds in its safe.
"It has always been unincorpo-

' rated — no charter," Oppen
heimer said. The bank's deposits
were not covered by the Federal
Deposit InsuranceCorp.and the In
stitution had been totally unregu
lated until recently.'

Up unto the death of DanOppen
heimer, the bank had bad only
three managing partners since its
inception. -.,...'

According to a press release Is
sued Monday, "Spokesmen for the
partnership stated* that the bank
had never adjusted to the modem
banking environment and ex
pressed appreciation to Its loyal
customers, some of whom were in
the third and fourth generation,
and to the employees who had
maintained a long and loyal rela
tionship with the bank." -
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If a poll were taken to choose the
strongest, most Texas-type name
among towns of the state, "Violet,"
of course, would rank low.

There is a Violet in the state, 12
miles west of Corpus Christi on
Texas Highway 44.

Though somewhat unusual, the
name does not attract too much at
tention in a state that has Dime
Box, Bug Tussle and Muleshoe.
There's even a town named Ding
Dong in Bell County.

Violet doesn't have a monopoly
on flower names. There are Rose
bud, Primrose and Holly, among
others.

Name churwje
The town didn't make such a bad

deal when its name was changed to
Violet from an earlier one, Flat
Landing.

Many fanners from Germany
came there in the early 1900s. For
many miles around, there is a vast
expanse of flat lands, first growing
cotton and now cotton and grain.

The German farmers made the
last link of their migration by train,
and the station was named Flat
Landing.

A German immigrant named
John Fister opened the first store in
town and changed "Flat Landing" to
his wife's name, Violet.

David and Barbara Kircher are
curators of a small but outstanding
museum at Violet, and both are au
thorities on Violet history. David
told us the ending of the story of
John and Violet Fister:

"She was from St. Louis and
didn't like this brush country and
such things as no roads," he said. "I
think they left here in 1916."

Oktoberfest fine

Bonnie and I recently spent one of
our finest days at Violet, at the 36th
annual Oktoberfest beef barbecue
sponsored by the St. Anthony Catho
lic Church Men's Club.

In last Saturday's Daily Star, we
told of a fine trip we made to Padre
Island National Seashore. We spent
the Friday night before that trip in
Corpus Christi and heard that the
Violet Oktoberfest would take place
that Sunday.

Violet was not unknown to us. We
had seen the Violet Museum from
the road many montlis ago and had
talked with David Kircher and told

aTy'i >asaasaai arm wm

Built in 1910, Old St. Anthony's Catholic Church in Violet
has been renovated, moved, replaced and moved back. It
now houses the Violet Museum near its original site.
•^•"••••••••""""""••••••••i school football team is called the

Cottonpickers.
We could not have had a more

beautiful day for the drive or the
Okto
berfest.

Two little sidelights caught our
eye on the trip to Violet: One was a
border of metal palm trees, appar
ently painted by a farmer disgusted
by real palm trees freezing in by
gone years.

Another was a beautiful flight of
gulls that had deserted the seacoast
and were following a big tractor for
what it was plowing up in breaking
ground for planting.

This will give you an idea of the
hold Violet's Oktoberfest has on
many people: The Texas Almanac
gives the town a population of 160.
The St. Anthony Church Men's Club
prepared barbecue plates for 1,400.

When we looked at the big crowds
that packed the parish hall to eat in
what in seemed to be several shifts,
that figure seemed well within
reach.

Also on sale were the breads,

George
Carmack

Photos by
Bonnie Carmack

him we wanted to do one of our sto
ries on the town.

Plainly, Sunday's Oktoberfest pro
gram and the museum would make
a fine combination. So we stayed
over Saturday night in a motel on
the beautiful Corpus Christi bay
side. Early Sunday we drove to Vio
let.

After our day at the Oktoberfest,
we hasten to add that Violet is one

of the finest places in the state to
see what the Germans, Czechs and
Dutch added to the Texas flavor.

The nearest sizable town to Violet
is Robstown, three miles west.
When you see the flat land running
mile after mile through that country
and know its crops, you are not sur
prised that the Robstown high

ifrnrr..a.KiTiirf-;i r •*• -warj -.'fa
See TOWN, Page 1Q-K
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Toiv/7 flowers with Old World

Violet Museum curator David Kircher shows Jessie
Pavcika, 6, how to toll Old St. Anthony's bell.

Continued from 1-K

pies, cukes and other sweets the
women had baked in great variety
and number.

Anil anyone who tasted the many
types of German strudel — a thin
(lough in which almost any kind of
fruit or cheese lias been folded and
then baked — would also have to
give .strudel a starring role.

But llonmc and I think Violet has
one unmatched treasure, whether at
Oktoberfest or any other day in the
year

This is Old St. Anthony's Catholic
Church, winch is now the Violet Mu
seum The story of this beautiful
building is the story of Violet and this
area

Its construction started In 1910.
Quickly completed, the building bo-
came Violet's first school, church
and rectory. An extensive remodel
ing that added its three towers was
dune in 11)19

Theic are several sources of its
remarkable story. David Kircher
told us much, and the museum and
the Violet Historical Society offer an
outstanding pamphlet on the old
church. A historical marker has a
lengthy message about both the old
andnew St.Anthony's churches.

Church moves
Today the historic old church sits

only 20(1 feet east of where it was
during all those early years. But for
20 years, it was not even in Violet.

The parish decided in 1952 that a
new church was needed. The pres
ent, active St. Anthony's Church was
built on ihe original site of the old
church.

The beautiful old church was
moved to the nearby community of
Clarkwond, It remained there more
than 20 yeais. Not only was its name
changed, but near the end it was
abandoned when a new church was
built in Cl.uk wood.

Luckily, Hie old church was not
torn down The Violet Historical So
ciety moved it back to Violet,placed
il as close to the original site as pos
sible and restored il. As David
Kircher told us, and as the pamphlet
states:

"All restoration work was com-

I I

/

' - v
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pleted by third- and fourth-genera
tion descendants of the original
builders Like their ancestors, they
donated their funds, their skills and
their labor."

Their skill shows In the honors the
old church and museum has re
ceived. It is a Texas Historical land
mark and on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Violet Museum Is open only
on special occasions, such as Oktob
erfest. But Kircher said tours can be
arranged for groups of five or more.

Telephone numbers arc (512) 387-
2273.387 2308or 387-2334.

One of the most interesting people
we talked with was curator David's
father, John Kircher. 85. He was one
of the first altar boys in Old St. An
thony's Church.

"I was bom in New Braunfels, and
my family came here when I was 8."
John reported. "Daddy built a house
here, and I have been living in it all
these years —8 to 85.

"It is a double-walled wooden
house, and I wouldn't trade it for any
brick house you could show me. In
all the years, no hurricane has really
damaged it, and this is hurricane
country.

"I was an altar boy in the church
here from the very start. I think I
have been a member of the church
longer than only one living person:
Karl Hoelscher was a few months
older and in the church a little before
me."

Lifelong farmer
John has worked on a farm all his

years, first with mules before turning
lo tractors in 1928 or 79.

"Now my boy and I have two big
John Deere tractors and three Oli
vers," he said, "and I'm still riding
Ihem."

At 85. John is still doing as much
farm work as ever — and lik'jig it
even more.

Nollnng symbolized the fun of the
Oktoberfest more than the band and
its music. With all its festive nature,
the music also demonstrated how

important Czechoslovakia, Germany
and the Netherlands were as the

Muzzleloadors secretary Vickie Overpeck fashions cornshuck dolls in the Corpus Darla Brooks makes bread I
Christigroup's re-enactment of pioneer days at the Violet Ol.toLerfost. around sticks and baking it o
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charm
backgroundof manyTexas pioneers.

Signs gave the band's name as the
Bay City Dutchmen, but only half the
eight-member group from Corpus
Christi was present.

Leader Johnny Knesek sings the
"Beer Barrel Polka" in either Eng
lish or Czech. Johnny sings In four
languages: German, Czech, Spanish
and English. If you don't think Czech
has a ring to it in song, listen to
Johnny singing "The Blue Skirt
Waltz."

Dutch treats

Saxophonist Evert Karel singsin a
language seldom heard in song in
Texas. At the Violet Oktoberfest, he
sang favorites in Dutch straight out
of the Netherlands. You should have
heard the romantic "Snow Waltz" in
Dutch.

Larry Schuennan on tuba and
James Lenkcn on trumpet put that
Old World zing into their playing
Johnny reports the band chooses mu
sic to please a typical crowd at a
polka-waltz dance pavilion in a com
munity with an old-time German or
Czech background.

This he illustrated with a set of
three that had the crowd cheering:
"The Liechtensteiner Polka," then
"Waltz Across Texas With You" and
climaxed with "Fraulein! Fraulcin!"

Neither barbecue nor band added
more to the day than the camp-out,
costumes and all-day show of the
Texas Pioneer Muzzleloaders of Cor
pus Christi.

They had pitched their tents, tee
pees and lean-tos, were cooking over
coals on the ground and did such
things as throwing a tomahawk at a
big log cross-section target. How ex
cited boys were when the Muzzle-
loaders fired their little cannon!

Modern frontiersmen
The Muzzleloadergroup wants to

re-create and to preserve American
frontier life prior to 1840, and to ex
perience that life. They shoot only
guns loaded from the muzzle and use
only black powder.

The Muzzleloaders are sometimes

Andrew and Christopher Burkhardt see Oktoberfest from a stroller built for two.

called the Buckskinners, for they of
ten wear the buckskin clothes worn
by the mountain men who went to
the Rockies lo trap and to buy bea
ver pells in early days

Leading the Oktoberfest Muzzle-
loaders were president Larry Brooks
and secretary Vickie Overpeck. No
costume was more colorful than Vic
kie's flowing outfit, and the same
could be said for her trot camp.

Larry's wife Dnrla Brooks was a
colorful participant. She cooked
bread by wrapping dough around
sticks and baking il over coals on the
ground.

The Muzzleloaders welcome In
quiries on events or membership.
Larry can be reached al (512) 241-
'1296; Vickie, at (512) 991-383.

Much recognition is due other pio
neer families, certainly the Hocl-

jsing a 150-year-old frontier recipe, wrapping dough
ver hot coals on the ground.

schers. We had a fine talk with Nnr-
bcrt Hoelscher. a thiid generation
Violet resident. Ills mother, Alma
Hoelscher, is 87.

And we met the beloved matri
arch of Violet, Christina Hoelscher
Gold. Her father. John W Hoelscher,
Is recognized as Violet's founder.
The first Mass ever said at Violet
was In his barn in 1909.

Hoelscher had a hand In building
Old St. Anthony's Catholic Chinch, as
unpaid foreman of the crew that
built it in 1910, and again as foreman
for the 1919 remodeling Hint made
the church into the state and national
Jewel il is today.

Yes. Violet can be proud of the
town it is — and of the pioneer fami
lies who made it so.

Band leador Johnny Knesek sings in four languages:
German, Czech, Spanish and English.
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Texas Wends at home in Serbin
few things add more to the

charm of Texas than little gems of
interest, and often of unusual
beauty, found at unexpected
places.

The small size of the places and
their being Off the beaten path
adds to their attractiveness.

Who would expect such an
attraction at a community named

Serbin? The Texas Almanac gius
its population as 90. il is atioiil
seven miles south of Giddhigsand
to reach it you travel two stretches
of (arm roads.

Pastor Paul W. Hartfield gives a sermon from the highest pulpit in Texas, built
by the Wends in 1871. The church, St. Paul's Lutheran, is in Serbin.

Yet the St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, school, museum, cemetery
— and such things as two log
cabin replicas of its first buildings
—are both fascinating and beauti
ful

They are living history today as
they have been for 134 years.

This is still the active homeland
and heartland of one of the most
unusual and finest group of people
who ever came to Texas — the
Wends. A number of people still
speak and understand spoken
Wendish.

And one of the most unusual
men Bonnie and I ever met, 88-
year-old Carl J. Mieitschin, still
reads and writes in Wendish, an ac
complishment that seems threat
ened with extinction tn Texas un
less some scholar or college saves
Miertsclun's learning for posterity.
What a tragedy that would be!

Bonnie and I have spent much
of two outstanding days at the St.
Paul's Lutheran Church complex.
Our guide through it — including

George
Carmack

Pholos by
Bonnie Carmack

its marvelous 1871 church with its
"highest church pulpit in Texas"
— was the Rev. Paul W. Hart-
field, pastor. The pulpit is more
than 20 feet high and goes upward
from the inner church balcony rail

Then on Sunday morning we
were present for church service,
including a fine sermon from that
"highest pulpit," communion and
Bible class.

You would have been surprised
at the many cars on the parking
lots and al the almost 450 people

So. SERBIN, Pofl«10-K

Turkey feathers were used to paint the pillars irfiido
the Lutheran church. '**.>*'•
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Serbin c/<
/Yi Wendish heritage
Continued from 1-K

crowded inlo the church. We were
impressed by so many young men
participating

Most present were people of
Wendish background living in the
area. Others had come who live else
where but have Wendish ancestry
and roots here.

After services, we drove lo
Miertschin's home several miles
from the church. His home is in part
of the countryside where many
Wends settled long ago.

At 88, Miertschin drove his own
car to lead us there. I had to push
hard to keep him in sighL

At his home, he not only read the
Wendish Bible for us but also recited
familiar passages and sang hymns in
Wendish.

And the most wonderful thing
about it was that Miertschin taught
himself tn read and write Wendish.
There was not, and neither is there
now, an English-Wcndish dictionary
or a German-Wendish dictionary or a
Wendish dictionary that crosses with
any other language.

Miertschin has now read the
Wendish Bible four times and under
lined and made notes of many of his
favorite passages. As with the Eng
lish Bible, the Wendish Bible has both
the Old and New Tcslaments.

Step to migration
No group look a more unusual

first step to come to Texas than the
Wends. They came in 1854, At the
lime of their migration, they were
living in Prussia and Saxony under
German domination. They were not
German but Slavs, with some simi
larity to the Poles. Czechs and even
the Russians

The Wends had their own lan
guage and their own Wendish reli
gion with a Wendish Bible, prayer
book and hymns. But they were also
considered Lutherans, claimed by
some lo have been the first group to
support Martin Luther's Reforma
tion when heposted his "Ninety-five
Theses" on the doors of a major
Catholic church

I Eli

Another generation walks in footsteps of Wend pio
neers. Rita Schatte and her 1-year-old daughter,
Meghan, attend services at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.

Then in Germany great pressure
was being pul on them lo change
their Wendish religion to German
standards and even to Germanize
their names There was also job dis
crimination against them and their
property was often seized But ii'll

gious freedom seems to have been
their greatest motive in coming lo
Texas.

Now for thai first Slrp when they
decided to come to Texas — not just
to Ihe United Stales but specifically
to Texas

Trimr ied cedars on St. Paul grounds are unequaled. In days long ago, a tree trim
mer n >a$ elected each year.

23.r

The first thing Ihey did was In or
ganize a new Lutheran Chuich con
gregation thai uol only would lie with
Iheui on Ihe boat trip'but would also
lx' an active, growing chuich when
Ihey settled in Texas.

Called to Texas

Before leaving Prussia Saxony.
Ihe Wends sought a pastor to head
this newly formed church. They cm-
plia.ci/ed to him thai he was "called"
only lo go to Texas and head the
chuich there. There would be no
mind changing and going elsewhere
in ihe United States

The man chosen was the Rev Jo-
hann (John later in Texas) Kilian.
He was highly educated, a graduate
of the Uiuversity of lx-inzig in Ger
many He knew several languages.
One of his famed sermons in Texas
was given in Wendish. German and
English

He became one of the most highly
regarded ministers in Texas,

There were 558 pel sons slatting
from Prussia-Saxony. They had
found an English sailing ship, the
Ben Nevis,There is a fine painting of
the Ben Nevis in St. Pauls Church,
and we saw other prints. Hartfield
reports that in the years following
the Texas trip, the Ben Nevis made
many voyages, principally between
England and Australia.

"I have been told there wcie re-
purls of it being sailed in remote
places as recently as i960,but I could
not verify that," Hartfield said.

The Wends boarded the ship in
Liverpool, England, for CJiicenstown,
Ireland, hut disaster struck: the
(beaded cholera, "black death" of
thai period.

Thirty-eight people died on the
tup to tyucenstnwn or while the ship
was quarantined there. Another 18
died on the tnp to Galveston Yellow
fever struck in Galveston, but there
was only one death

Overall. 71 of the 558 persons who
started the tnp died en roulc

Miertschin's great grandfat hoi
and great -grandmother died on Ihe
ocean voyage the same night Thus,
the children of his giandfnttier's gen
ei iiion came to Sorbin as orphans

But what they and Ihe other
Woods who reached Texas and Ihelr
descendants have meant over the
years'

South of Giddings
Men sent ahead of the main party

found land south of Giddings. ami the
area became the Wendish ana they
named Seilim. In Etliope, the Wends
had also been known as Seibs or
Sorbs.

The main party had waited in
Houston as the advance men sought
land They came from Houston to
the .Serbin area on foot or in oxcarts
What a rugged winter Ihey had in
dugouts or in rough buildings thrown
together of trees or logs'

The first thing done was In .set
aside 95 acres for Ihe church and
school. And St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, as it had been named hack
on the other side of the ocean, found
Its home. Kilian saw to it that it
joined the Missouri Synod of ihe Lu
theran Church II was Ihe first Texas
chinch to form ties with other Lu
therans in America

Even before we were in the first
iMiilding, we saw Uie beauty of the
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Carl J. Miertschin taught himself to read Wendish end has read his Wendish Bible
four times. Some believe he is the only reader and writer of Wendish in the United
States.

heritage thn.-.e first Wends left for
Texans and all other visitors Outside
the chuich and cLsewhere on the
grounds are Ihe great artistically
trimmed cedar trees, very large and
gracefully rounded A particularly
beautiful* ed;.; lined lane lojds lo tne
chbiell d.iiii Other* are also in the
cenii'leiv

•Tli. church was dedicated in
1871. and tin ..e cedars date back to
the same time" Hartfield said "And
hcie's Ihe unusual thing-

"The tree tiimmer was elected
every year "

Today Ihe same man does this job
every year —no election.

The church is made of stone
quaii led in tins area, lis walLs are 3
reel thick a I the base and 'l\-. feel at
the lop

Trimmed cedars

Hartfield took us through the
church on our first afternoon there
We approached it by a walk, known
as the Pastor's Walk. Ihat led us
through ao unforgettable lane of
those Inmined cedars, planted more
than IMi years ago by Kilian

The church is impressive outside,
but its interim is the most beautiful
It was the third church, preceded by
a log cabin and then a Irame chinch
Us ground breaking was in IBM. but
it was ii.il ready for dedication until
1871 Chinch members did all the
work with one exception. Pews on me
groundfloorwere made in SLLouis.

"In earliest years, men sat up
stairs and women on Uie ground
floor," Hartfield said "The men sat
on the pews made here al home by
church members and women on
pewsdownstairs madeinSt. Louis

'This church was Kilian's dream
As lar as pos.Mble. it is a duplicateof
Ihe church of which he was pastor
back in the Old Country That chuich
is still standing"

There is a balcony all around the
Sorbin church interior, and Ihe base
of the high pulpit is al the balcony
level There are square columns su^
lulling the balcony and above it to
the celling. And this is the one thing
of Ihe church thai can never be for
gotten:

These pillars are of wood but Ihey
have been feather-painted to re
semble marble. Turkey feathers
were used as the paintbrushes. The
feather painting could not be more
beautiful The original feather paint
ing is still there untouched. To see il
is lo marvel al il.

The only major change in Ihe
church over its 100plus years is the
floor. Concrete was poured lo re
place the original wooden floor,
which has boon preserved in one
room for memory's sake.

The pauit ontheceding isstillthe
original blue. In the ulterior, there is
much use of a shade of blue thai of
ten is called Wendish blue. Wooden

pegs, not nails, were used in the con
struction of the church.

Some of the church bulletins have
told ils history with unusual stories
alioul Us early days. One bulletin has
a brief history that was particularly
outstanding

Eor example, it told of the tower
and steeple of the church and rising
above the structure a weather vane
and metal ball containing a history of
Ihe church written long ago by
Kilian.

The interior of Ihe church is so tall
it was deckled not to try to add air-
condilionuig. The ceding fans give il
a special flavor. Though the weather
was hot when we attended the
church service, we were not uncom
fortable.

The pi|)e organ still In use in the
church was bought in 19(H, the 50th
anniversary of the Wends' arrival.
We sat for a time near it and enjoyed
the chuich music played by Mark
McClam, a teacher at the church
school, and a high-school girl, Susan
Krause.

The church bulletin reported the
hand-pump blower is still on Ihe or
gan The eye-catching baptismal font
was made by members long ago.

Itartfiuld also showed us a num-
bi r of things in the church that also
came over with the original Wends
on the Ben Nevis. There is a crucifix,
an altar cross and a particularly
beautiful processional cross.

"At Christmas services, today's

This church pillar still bears
the artwork from long ago.

children march in behind this his
toric processional cross," Hartfield
told us.

Heritage society
All visitors lo the St. Paul Lu

theran Church complex should visit
the museum, sponsored by the Texas
Wendish Heritage Society and paid
for through voluntary contributions.
There are exhibits both from the
Wend homeland in Germany and
from the early days of the Wendsin
Texas.

The library has books, manu
scripts, documents in Wendish, Ger
man and English as well as historic
photographs. Displays of Wendish
Easier eggs and early Wendishdress
are often praised.

Though many Wendsfollowed the
Serbm Wends to Texas, the Wendish
Kipulation gradually spread out, and

r more Germans than Wends were
coming to Texas. This brought
change.

Wendish was the language in both
school and church for 60 years or
more. But there was a gradual shift
to German and then to English

Now there is a sermon plus a Bi
ble class and Sunday school all In
English each Sunday starting at 8:30
a.m. There is a German service at

10:15a.m. each second Sunday.
Pioneer Texas towns could be

pretty rugged. The true, inspirational
story on the first Wends at Serbin
leaves the impression il was a town
without misconduct and problems.

In telling of well-filledchurch ser
vices and outstanding participation
in all church projects today, a church
bulletin pointed oul rules of church
conduct posted In Serbin stores and
published inthenewspaper in 1866.

Rule 1 forbade men wearing hats
in church.

Rule 2 forbade chewing or smok
ing tobacco in the church building.

Rule 3 forbade carrying six-shoot
ers or any other weapon into church.

2 3 U
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- THE SHINER GAZETTE-Thursday. May 19. 1988

Do we have the potential to draw tourists to expected tovisit Sea World inSan Antonio
Shiner? The visit of a tour bu« ammn from „«.,. —1 :»>. ..•_-

Jermany at Spoetzl Brewery last wee* :• a gooa p>uiuunug onuu
adication WE DOI With over 3 million tourists more comments onthe subject.

»uu*«. *.«, Tut. ui a vuui uus group from year, perhaps it's time we get serious a|
Germany at Spoetzl Brewery lastweek is a good promoting Shiner. SeeBobby Strauss' columi!
indication WE DO! With nvor 3 millinn »M»ia*a morp mmmonlo rsn rkn <-..u:n.>

•b. s.

Does Shiner Have

What It Takes

To Draw In Tourists
by bobby Strauss

Something about Shiner Beer
really pumped me up last week.
1 usually don't get overly
excited about such things, but
the timing on this was perfect.

First of all. the economic '.
development workshop held !
here last Monday had me and a
lot of other folks thinking about
the potential we have here in
Shiner — the potential to draw
In tourists, winter Texans and
new citizens. It is a topic that
has gained much of my atten
tion the past few weeks while
finishing up the community
brochure on Shiner.

Anyway. I stopped by the
brewery last Thursday morning
to visit with George Korkmus
when I noticed something that
really grabbed my attention.
Porhapn, it's not all that
unusual for a Greyhound bus to
be parked in front of the
brewery, but just because of all
the talk on tourism we'd been
discussing, I decided to check
this one out.

I ran into a few of the guests
in the hospitality roomand even
tried greeting one fellow.
"Howdy," I said. He responded
with something I wouldn't even
attempt to spell. I figured he'd
been in the hospitality room a
little too long, or he was
speaking another language. It
turned out to be the latter.

I checked the registry book
and noticed the last several
names had addresses in
Munich, Frankfurt and Berlin.
That got me even more inter
ested. As I walked over to the
Gift Shop & Museum, I ran into
the bus driver, a friendly black
fellow who took the time to talk
with me. He told me this was a

group of tourists from the
German speaking countries
who were on a two-week
"Southern America' bus tour
which would take them through
parts of Texas, Louisiana and
Mississippi. Three states to see
and one of their stops was right
here in Shiner, Texasl

Well, by now I was pretty
excited to say the least. I was
anxious to meet the tour
director and found her talking
German to some of the tourists
Inside the Gift Shop. Joyce Beal,
who runs the Gift Shop and
Museum, took a break from the
cash register to introduce me to
the lady. Her name was Ingrid
E. Koklnda, an impressive
woman who spoke with a
German accent.

I asked her about the group
stopping in Shiner, and ihe
explained this was a regular
routine on her trips. "This la
one of my favorite little
communities," she said. "Why
take these people down Inter
state 10 when you can take
Highway 90, enjoy thebeautiful
countryside and stop in Shiner
along the way?" Iwantedto tell
her I loved her, but my shyness
wouldn't let me.

Here's a lady that brings six
buses a year through Shiner,
introducing the charm of our
town to hundreds of tourists.

guides in the San Antonio and
Houston area? Is there any
thing we can do to invite their
buses to our city?

By the time I left. I was really
pumped up about the potential
we have to attract tourists to
Shiner. As I drove back to the
office I got to thinking what was
it that got this group from
Germany to stop in Shiner.
Foil:-;, it's not our beautiful
parks that are going to get the
people to Shiner. Once here.
tourists might take notice and
take a liking to these areas, but
it's not what will get them here.
It's not the friendly folks we
have that will get them to stop
in. This part of Texas ia full of
friendly folks. It's not our wide
curbed streets and well
groomed lawns. Those are
great assets, but they won't
bring in tourists.

The best lure we have to hook
tourists to stop in Shiner is the
BREWERY. Which other small
town has one? Until we start
taking full advantage of our
ace-in-the-hole, we're going to
continue losing out on
thousands of tourist dollars. I
think it's time we ask what we
can do for the brewery, instead
of what the brewery can do for
us. We're behind time on
promoting our biggest tourist
attraction.

Wer in lin Wespennerl sticbl,
bltibt nicbl ungulocben.
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Mit Gcdcnkfcicrn und Kranznicdcrlcgungcn wurdc am
13.11. der Totcn dcr bcidcn Weltkriegc und dcr Opfcr dcr
naiionalsoTJaliqischcn Gcwalthcrrschaft gedachL Bci dcr
zcntralcnGcdcnkfcicrdcs Volksbundes DcutscherKricgs-
grabcrfursorgc b Bonn hiclt mit Frau Prof. Gcrtrud H6hlcr
crstmals cine Frau die Gcdcnkrcde in Anwcscnhcit von
Bundesprasident Richard von Weizsackcr, dcr anschlic-
flend die Totenehrung vornahm.

Eiuiw Synagoge wiedererfllfnet

Die"AltcSynagoge" in Essenist am5.11.wiedcreroffnet
worden. Sic gilt aIs der groD'.e erhaltene Bau seiner Art
nordlich der Alpcn. Der von ciner 26 Meter hohen Kuppel
uberragte Inncnraum der 19D eingeweihtenSynagogeist in
den vergangenen zweiJahren mitKostenvonzwdlfMillio-
nen Mark weitgehendnach dem alten Vorbildwiederherge-
stcllt worden. Das Gotteshaus soil kunftig als stadtische
Mahn- und Gedenkstatte dienen und eine Dauerausstcllung
"Stationcnjudischen Lebens von der Emanzipation bis zur
Gegenwart" zeigen. Die Synagoge hatte die antijudischen
Ausschreitungen vom November 1938 zwar geschandet,
abcr als Bauwerk unversehrt ubcrstanden.
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Bonner Gerwralmuilkdu-ektor In den USA

MiteinerArbeitsphase bcim Boston Symphony Orche
stra begannen am25.10. zahlreiche Korizertverpflichlungen,
die Boons Generalmusikdirektor Dennis Russel Davie's in
den USA ubernommen hat. Er dirigicrte dabei Wcrke von
Schumann, Harrison und Nielsen. Gemeinsam mit Gidon
Kremer tral cr bcim "Next-Wavc-Fcstival" dcr Brooklyn
Academy of Musik in New Yorkauf,wocr cinProgramm
mitWerken russischer unddeutscherKomponistcn dirigicr
te, Aufdem PTogramm einesweitcren Konzertesdes "Ame
rican Composers Orchestra" in New York stchen Wcrke von
AlanHovaness, Leonard Bernstein und die Uraufruhrung
von Laura Clayton und Charles Wuorinnes Drittem Klavicr-
konzerL

SPD felerte 70 Jahre Frauenrtlmmrtcht

Miteinem Festakt in Bonn hat die SPDdie EinfuhrUng
desFrauemvahlrcchts am12.November 1918gefciert. Auch
jetzt,70Jahredanach, seidiegleichberechtigteTcilhabe voo
Frauenampolitischcn Lebennochnichtvcrwirklicht, sagte
am 12.1L die stellvcrtretcnde Fraktioosvonkzcnde der SPD
im Bundestag, ReruUe Schmidt. Auch dieEinfuhrung von
Quotenregelungcn in der SPD,wocachbis 1994 em Drittcl
tiler AbgeordnetenFrauen sein sollen,fuhre nicht automa-
tischzur Glcichstellung von Frauen in Gctcllschaft, Wirt-
schaftund Politik,sagte Frau Schmidt.

Die SPD hattc als crstc groBe deuUchc Parte! bcreits
1891 dasWahlrecht furFrauengefordert DieFrauenerhiel-
tcn das allgemcinc Wahlrecht schlicBtich nach Ende des
Ersten Weltkriegsdurch cinen ErlaBdes Rates der Volks-
bcauftragten vom12. November 1918, dcr wesentlich voo
dcr SPD bestimmt wurde.

Volkatrauertafl

Mit Gedenkfeiern und Kranzniederlegungcn wurde am
13.11. der Toten der bciden Weltkriegcund der Opfer der
imJOPaborilBttitchca Gewaltherrschaft gcdacht. Bei dcr
zentralen Gcdenkfeier des Volksbundes Deutscher Kriegs-
grabcrfursorge in BonnhieltmitFrauProf.GertrudHohlcr
erstmals rinr Frau die Gcdenkrede in Anwescnheit von
Bundesprisidcnt Richard von Weizsicker, dcr anschlie-
Bcnd die Totcnehrung vornahm.

Etsener Synagoge wfedereroHnet

Die*AlleSynagoge'in Essen ist am5.11.wiedereroffnet
worden. Sic gilt als der gr&Bte erhaltene Bau seiner Art
nordlichder Alpen. Der von einer 26Meter hohen Kuppcl
Qberragte Innearaum dcr 1913eingeweihtcn Synagogeist in
den vergangeaeazweiJahren milKostenvon zwblfMillio-
ncnMarkweitgehendnachdcm alien Vorbildwiederhergc-
stellt worden. Das Gotteshaus soil Wiinftig als stadtischc
Mahn- und Gcdenkstatte dicnen und erne Daucrausstellung
"Stalioncn j&dischcn Lebens von der Emanzipationbis zur
Gegenwart* BCejBB Die Synagoge hattc die antijudischen
Ausschreitungen vom November 1938 zwar geschandet,
aber als Bauwerk unverschrt uberstanden.

Hlitoritch* AussUllung au« der DDR In Berlin

Mit der Prisentation "Der groBe Knrfurst 1620 -1688,
Sammler,Bauberr, Mazen" ist in Berlin (West) im Beisein
voo DDR-Kultunninisler Hoffmann erstmals cine gro&ehi-
storischeAussteDung aus der DDR croffnet worden. Der
Regjerende Burgermcisler EberhardDiepgcn erklirte am
11.11. beiderErofihung imSchloB Charlottenburg, diessei
"ein weiteres Ergebnis notwendigen neucn Dcnkens und
neoer Offenheit im Umgang miteinander". Scit AbschluB
des innerdeutschen Kulturabkommens und dem Besuch des
DDR-Staatsratsvonitzcnden Erich Honecker in der Bun-
desrepublik babees zwarbemcrkenswerte Fortschritte in
der kulturellenZusammenarbeit gegeben, bis zu gutnach-
barhchen Bcziehungcn seiesaber*noch einwcitcr Wcg".

Zu guter Lotzt

Licbhaber dcr hcrzhaften Kuche haben jetzt cine gutc
Ausrcdc,wennihre Mitmenschenam Morgcndanach na.se-
rumpfend aufDistanz gchen. Knoblauch istnun offiziell fur
gesund erklart worden. Einc Rundc von Expcrten unter
Schirmherrschaft des Vcrbands Deutscher Drogisten kurte
die Knollc kurzlichoHizicll zur "ATzneipflanze des Jahrcs
1989*. Das angcblicbe Dracula-Abwehrmittel macht nicht
nur Vampiren, sondern auch Baklcricn und Pilzen den
Garaus,hilflgegenVerkalkung und hohen Blutdruck und
beugtHcrzinfarkt undSchlaganfall vor.
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Die Narren und Jcckcn sind wiedcr los. Piinktlich um
11.11 Uhr begann am 11.11. im Rhcinland die sogenannte
"FunfteJahreszcit". Nur89Tage lang haben dicsmalin der
Karncvalssaison Prinzenpaare, Biittenredncr, Elfcrrateund
Funkenmariechcn Zcit, um ihre Stadte und Gemcinden in
ein Narrenparadics zu verwandcln. Am 8.2. ist mil dcm
Aschermittwoch wiedcr Ruh". In Dusscldorf begann die
Narrenherrschaft bei naflkaltcm Wetter. Auf dem Kolner
AllenMarkt begruBtenMaskicrteausgclas&cn die narrische
Zcit. Die Mainzer lautctcn die "Funfte Jahreszcit" mil dcr
Vcrkiindung des Narrischen Grundgcsctzcs cin.
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GERMAN TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION

Compiled by Theresa Gold Genealogy Editor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213

BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS

1988 Meeting Thanks to all o-f you who attended the genealogical workshop at our
19B8 annual meeting in Austin. It was great to see such a goad crowd, all
enthusiastic about the study of genealogy and interested in learning more about
records research—as well as about the language, handwriting, history, and
culture of our German ancestors.

Handouts from 1988 meeting There are a -few copies o-f the 20-page handout still
available. It contains a list o-f helpful addresses, including publishers and
suppliers, and a six-page bibliography that deals primarily with German
resources and immigration and passenger lists. It also contains maps,
information on LDS (Mormon) resources, samples of German printing and
handwriting, and a German word list. The bibliography and other items are not
annotated, since they were intended to accompany the lecture. To get a copy,
send a check for $2.85 (includes postage) to your genealogy editor. Notes This
will not be reprinted when this supply is exhausted.

Catholic Archives of Texas If you signed up to receive a handout from Michael
Zilligen's presentation, please let us know—the sign-up sheet was lost. To
obtain" a handout from this presentation, write to your genealogy editor or to
Michael Zilligen, Catholic Archives of Texas, P 0 Box 13327, Capitol Station,
Austin TX 78711. The Archives are located at 1600 N. Congress, telephone (512)

476-4888.

Clayton Library, Center for Genealogical Research The dedication for the
Clayton's new building was held on October 29. It is at 5300 Caroline, the same
location as the well-known two-story Clayton home that has served as the Houston
Public Library's genealogy center for 20 years. Plan to visit and use this
outstanding resource for genealogical research, now with twice as much space.
You may join the library's support group, Clayton Library Friends, for $10.00
per calendar year.

The Texas Wendish Heritage Museum Library is now a member of GTHG with interest
in the history and genealogy of the Mends in Texas, Lusatia, and other areas.
The people there have offered to show visitors historical sites, do research in
their archives and library, and assist with genealogical exchange. The address
is Rt 2, Box 155, Giddings TX 78942.

Czechs in Grey - and Blue, Too? has stories of Texas Czechs who served in the

Civil War and also includes items on the Nueces Massacre, hauling cotton to
Mexico, and Waul s Texas Legion. Order from the author, Jody Feldtman Wright
(GTHS member), 5131 Guinevere, San Antonio TX 78218. Price is $12.95 plus $.97
tax plus $1.75 shipping, for a total of $15.67. Oody also spent a month this
summer in Europe, including Switzerland, Germany, and Czechoslovakia learning
more about her ancestors.

Heinrich Bernard Christoff HoffmannT Family History by Lometa Wurzbach was
presented to GTHS during our September meeting by GTHS member John H. Kothmann.
The compiler notes this informally-bound volume is neither complete nor up to
date. It is being distributed to family members to solicit, corrections and
additions for a future comprehensive publication. Publishing a preliminary
volume like this is an excellent way to gather in the "loose ends" prior to
finalizing a family history. The Heinrich Hoffmann family landed at Indianola
in 1851 and settled at Schumannsvills and later at Elm Creek south of Seguin.
The compiler's address is Rt 1, Box 14, Rio Medina TX 78066.
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Limestone County, Texas, Cemetery Survey includes 101 cemeteries and over 23,000
graves. Order from Limestone County Historical Museum, P 0 Box 592, Groesbeck
TX 76642. The prepublication price is $40.00 with $2.80 tax and $3.00 postage.
The announcement did not give the date for the expiration of the prepublication
price.

Williamson County, Texas: Its History and Its People is available through the
Williamson County Genealogical Society, Inc., P 0 Box 585, Round Rock TX 786B0.
Special price, through Dec. 31, 1988, is $35.00, plus $2.10 tax and $3.00
postage. Regular price is $47.95. This group is exchanging publications with
our GTHS through your genealogy editor.

A Time To Purpose Index is an extraction of items mentioned in the four—volume

history, A Time to Purpose, published by the Carson County Historical Survey
Committee and the Carson County Square House Museum between 1966 and 1972. This
index comprises 68,291 entries of names, places, events, businesses,
geographical features, governmental units, schools, and other items extracted by
the compiler. Order from John J. Armstrong, 5009 Utah Dr., Greenville TX 75401.
Price is $35.00, with $2.63 tax and $3.00 postage.

Hunt County, Texas, Marriages 1846-1911 This 424-page soft cover book contains
over 17,200 original marriage licenses that had remained unclaimed for years in
the office of the county clerk. The entries are arranged by both brides' and
grooms' names. Order from Hunt County Genealogy Society, P 0 Box 398,
Greenville TX 75401. Price is $40.00 plus $3.00 tax.

Kerr County, Texas, Death Records, 1903-1960 Alphabetical listings give the name
and age of the deceased, along with places of birth, residence, death, and
burial. Order from Heritage Books, Inc., 1540E Pointer Ridge PI., Suite 201,
Bowie MD 20716. Price is $25.00 plus $2.50 shipping per order.

Tom Green County, Texas, Marriages, 1875-1938 contains over 9,700 marriages,
with the brides' names indexed. This 407-page book may be ordered from Jim
Ames, 702 W. 44th St., San Angelo TX 76903. Price is $35.00 postpaid.

Washington Cemetery Centennial Book includes the 100-year history of the German
Society Cemetery of Houston, maps showing names of plot owners and the location
of each plot, names of over 225 veterans buried there, biographies of over 800
persons buried there, and a surname index. Order from Concerned Citizens for
Washington Cemetery Care, Inc. (CCWCC), 7546 Brushwood Dr., Houston TX 77088.
Price is $19.50 plus $2.50 postage.

The Atlantic Bridge to Germany, Vol. VII covering Nordrhein-Westfalen will be
available Jan. 15, 1989. Orders are being accepted now by Everton Publishers,
Inc., P 0 Box 368, Logan UT 84321. Price is $9.95, postpaid.

German Towns in Slovakia and Upper Hungary— A Genealogical Gazetteer covers
Eastern Europe: Rumania, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, the USSR
(Transylvania Saxons, Danube Swabians, the Batschka, etc.); German places in
Slovakia: Zips, Hauerland, Pressburg (Bratislava); and Upper Hungary. It
includes sources and methods of research, historical sketches, maps, etc. Order
from The Augustan Society, Inc., P 0 Box P, Torrance CA 90507. Price is $11.95
plus $2.00 postage.

Texas State Genealogical Society is offering West Texas Pioneer Certificates to
members who prove descent from a settler who lived in West Texas prior to 1901.
"West Texas" is defined by a map showing counties west of a line that runs
roughly from Clay County south to Zapata County and includes Hamilton, Coryell,
Burnet, Blanco and Kendall counties. For further information, application
forms, and a copy of the map defining West Texas, see the June 1988 issue of
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Stirpes, TSGS quarterly, or write to TSGS, 2313 Lakeshore Dr., Cleburne TX
76031.

Open Records Act The June 1988 issue of Stirpes (Texas State Genealogical
Society's quarterly) reports that many county clerks 3lt& applying different
interpretations of the Open Records Act (House Bill 768). TSGS suggests that
genealogists write to their state representatives and senators to ask the
Attorney General for an Opinion as to whether or not local vital records should
be available to family genealogists.

Minnesota Genealogical Society has a German Interest Group with regular meetings
and a newsletter. They also offer German translation services. Membership is
open to anyone interested in German genealogy, but it is noted a member must be
or become a member of the Minnestoa Genealogical Society. Write to the German
Interest Group, P 0 Box 2829, Loop Station, 130 South 8th St., Minneapolis MN
55402.

National Genealogical Society began its annual Conference in the States in 1981.
The 1988 conference in Biloxi was the second largest, second only to the 1985
conference in Salt Lake City. (These are the two Conferences your genealogy
editor has attended.) The 1939 Conference will be May 17-20 in St. Paul MN.
The tentative program for this conference is available, and there are many
sessions of interest to German genealogical researchers. The 1990 Conference
will be June 6-9 in Arlington VA, and the 1991 Conference will be May 29-June 1
in Portland DR. For information, write to N6S, 4527 17th St. North, Arlington
VA 22207.

FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from the information
received from our members. Ir you have an interest in any of the families
mentioned, write directly to the member. To have your story appear in a future
issue, write to your Genealogy Editor Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio
TX 73213. Items are published free of charge for members. For non-members,
there is a $5.00 query fee. Please submit a concise paragraph or two, or simply
list the surnames you are researching along with the Texas counties the families
settled and the religion they practiced.

If you wish to submit a longer article for publication, please be sure it is
camera—ready. The manuscript specifications are published inside the back cover
of each issue, but here they are again: We will consider only materials typed,
single spaced, on 8 1/2" by 11" white paper, with only 1/4 inch margin on all
sides. Remember, your typing must be almost edge-to-edge. Your Genealogy
Editor and the Editor-in-Chief evaluate all materials for readership value of
both the content and the typed format.

Dr. Wilbur E. Crenwelge 115 S. Adams St., Fredericksburg TX 78624 is compiling a
history of Methodism in Fredericksburg to commemorate its 150th anniversary in
1999. He is starting now to allow sufficient time to produce a substantial
work. He is especially interested in biographical information on the pastors in
order to cover the years according to the pastor in charge.

Cathy Wood Qsborn HC 34, Box 200-13, Midland TX 79701 would like to hear from
descendants of John and Catharina (Engel> Ney who came to Hondo in late 1846.

Mrs. Albert Gustav Ranft, Jr. P 0 box 992, Latixo TX 75849 has finished research

on her Youngblood (Jungblut) ancestry back to her fifth great grandfather who
served in the American Revolution. She joined the DAR based upon this
relationship. Now, she is researching her husband's family including: Prof Paul
Gustav Ranft who came to Texas from Saxony and started the first school in New
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Bielau, Texas. She is also working on his mother's family, including William
Kretschmar and George Brune/Von Brune. This family settled in and around Austin
and Colorado counties.

George Stoepler P 0 Box 745, Eden TX 76837 says his grand-father settled in De
Witt County when he came from Germany in 1867. He and the family moved to
Concho County in 1902. Can any member help him with information on De Witt
County?

Arliss Treybig P 0 Box 1236, El Campo TX 77437 would like to contact descendants
of these: Marie Vonderworth and Henry Gabitysch (Henry, Otto, Emma, Frederick,
Johanna, Helene, Emi1, Ernest, and Paul) and Johann Vonderworth and Eliza Wauer.
Ida is the only other name she has here. Marie Vonderworth and Johann
Vonderworth were the only children of Anna Maria Hennecke and John Vonderworth.
Other spellings include: Fonderwert, Vanderworth, Tunderworth, Vonderwertes, and
von der Worth.

Lillian Schulze Schneider 238 Sharmain PI., San Antonio TX 78221 is working on
the family of Johann Gottfried Gerstenberger and his wife, Marie Rosine Lichey.
They came to Texas in 1854 and settled in Fayette County. In 1863, Johann
Gottfried bought 300 acres in Colorado County, about eight miles south o-f Weimar
and named the community New Bielau after their home in Germany, Langenbielau in
Prussia. Their six children married into these families: Reichert, Waltersdorf,
Boer/Boeer, and Kugler. Two cousins, Lodene Gerstenberger Moore and Emma
Ulbricht Ohlendorf, are also helping with the research.

Henry R. Habernicht 4330 Sportsman's Retreat, Livingston TX 77351 has collected
425 names of members of the "Texas Clan of Habernichts, descendants of Johann
Heinrich Rudolph Habernicht. He has also written a history of the group, about
one inch thick in a loose-leaf binder. He concentrates on the Texas family as
he.4 has not been able to prove relationship with some other 12 families in this
country that migrated in the 1800s and has received little cooperation from the
Habernichts currently living in Germany.

Naomi Haynie 410 S. Pine, Apt. 1, Santa Maria CA 93454 is a granddaughter of W.
J. Nixon, who was born in 1841. She attends the Nixon Reunion, with Gaynel
Conner, secretary of the reunion.

Gaynel Conner 12616 Darryl Dr., Buda TX 78610 sent a copy of the minutes of the
Nixon Reunion, at Doss, Texas, August 14, 1988. She has copies of the family's
1986 update and mails a newsletter to family members and others interested in
the family. Verna Powell has compiled the family history. The family is also
interested in the story of Herman Lehman's capture by the Indians.

Cynthia Kingsbury Aucoih 801 Kings Lake Ct., Virginia Beach VA 23452 is a
descendant of several German-speaking immigrants who settled in Austin, Fayette,
and Bell counties in the mid-lSOOs. She is an ative genealogist and is curently
researching one of her German families back in Germany.

Betty K, Edgar 901 Cuthbert, Midland TX 79701 is looking for ancestral data,
immigration information and records in Washington County pertaining to three
persons. The first is Ottilie Wenzel/Wentzel, daughter of Michael Wenzel and
Louise Steinke, who immigrated from Van Growitz, Posen (Poland) in 1880 with
her mother and stepfather, Louis Ott. She lived in Washington County for three
years and then moved to Bosque County where she married and lived the rest of
her life. The second person of interest is August Zuehlke, son of Herman
Zuehlke and Ida Schultz. He immigrated to Washington County in the early 1870s,
married Maria Theresia Draeger in Washington County, and moved to Bosque County
in 1883. The third person of interest is Maria Theresia Draeger, daughter of
Gustaf Draeqer and Theresa Plause. She immigrated to Washington County in 1874
with her brother and sister and then to Bosque County in 1883, after her
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marriage to August Zuehlke. Betty believes all three of the above came to Texas
because of an immigration promoter named Krueger and were contracted to him for
a period of time. Does anyone know of an immigration agent of the 1870s-18S0s
named Krueger?

Rosemary Lott Wolbrecht 4803 Newcome Cr., San Antonio TX 78229 reports her
grandmother, Amelia Kern, emigrated from Hettingen-Buchen, Baden, in 1882. When
she and her friends were in port waiting for a storm to subside in the North Sea
off the coast of Amsterdam, they decided to shampoo their hair, using sea water
and some kind of soap. With this combination on their naturally blonde hair,
the color of their hair turned green! It was a scary surprise to them, but
something they laughed over again and again through the years with friends and
relatives in America and Germany. Rosemary also sent a story on Conrad
Friedrich Harm Wolbrecht and his brother Heinrich Friedrich, sons of Johann
Ernst Wolbrecht, a prison warden in Rotenburg (Wumme). They migrated to the
U.S., entering at New Orleans. Conrad spent a few years there as a tinsmith and
served in the Infantry 1847-48. Prior to 1360, he moved to Pike County MS. In
1861, he volunteered for service in the Mississippi State Troops and was
detailed to furnish tin cans, cups, and canteens for the soldiers. Heinrich
Wolbrecht migrated to the U.S. and was in New Orleans by 1867. In 1877, he was
listed in the Austin TX city directory as a tinsmith. He carried out that trade
until he retired and then died in 1917.

Henrietta E. Clark 5405 Aurora, Austin TX 78756 is working on the John Hilscher
family. John and his wife Marianna (Janda) arrived at Galveston in 1860 on the
"Jeverland" from Austria-Hungary and settled in the Schuienburg &rea, possibly
Swiss Alp or High Hill. John's brother Joseph also immigrated, but he died at a
young age and left several children. John and Marianna had eight children,
including Gladys's grandmother Frances, who married Anton Lichnovsky and lived
in the Ammansvi1le/Schulenburg area. Others lived at Buckholts, Cameron, La
Grange, and Granger. John and Marianna are buried in the Hostyn Cemetery.

Wilber Bandemer 204 Chase, Portland TX 78374 is interested in these families:
Bandemer, Bohl, Rademacher, Schub, Patroszke, Baker, Fortman, Langreder, Meier,
and Heetein. He is also interested in archives in West and East Germany,
including Pomerania and Alsace-Lorraine, and he is also looking for translators
of German and Polish.

Mary Rexer Howlett 3001 Douglas, Midland TX 79701 wishes to exchange information
on the Rexer, Bruenger, Heimann, and Polnick families. The Polnicks are
Wendish. She also collects and shows antique German dolls and will attend a
tour of German doll museums.

Mrs. Joe L. Karr, Sr. 8805 McFal1 Dr., El Paso TX 79925 is a retired teacher and
is interested in the family of Julianna Luckenback Diehl and William Henry
Diehl.

Charles F. Grabs, Jr. 3819 Southway #109, Austin TX 78704 reports occasional
correspondence with Artur Hubscher of Germany who would like to correspond with
others who have Hubschers in their family tree. Write to: Artur Hubscher,
Alex-Moller-Strasse 18, D-6832 Hockenheim, BRD (West Germany).

Trudy Smith Gerety P Q Box 122, Bernice LA 71222 is looking for information on
Sophia Stein and her husband, Albert Smith. It is known that Albert Smith was
born in Tennessee, and that they were living in Comal County in 1846—47. He is
found on an 1846 poll tax list in that county, but he was killed by Indians in
1847, just prior to the birth of their son Albert Glen Smith, on Jan. 12, 1348.
Sophia married a second time to a Jahns, and a third time to a Morris and had
one child by each husband. The dates and places of these marriages are unknown,
as are the husbands' first names. Trudy has found so few records that it seems
Sophia hardly existed.
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Amalia (Mailie) Dennis 6111 Janey Dr., Austin TX 78731 wants further information

on the immigrant Peter Gold of Fredericksburg, as reported in Pioneers in God's
Hi 11 s. She wishes to verify the date of his immigration and the ancestral
hometown in the old country. She is looking for similar information on his wife,
Regina Zimmer. She is also looking for a record of Peter Gold's death.

Grover Heiman, Jr. 2881 Glenvale Dr, Fairfax VA 22031 is researching the John
Bernard Heimann/Heiman family. Heiman Treaccar has submitted a story on the
same family for this issue, but Grover is specifically interested in one of the
sons, John Heinrich, called Henry, found on the second page of Mr. Treaccar's
story. Henry apparently remained in Galveston and doesn't surface until July,
1844, in Anahuac, where he married Mary Ann Walter/Walters at the Old Mexican
Fort. From that point on, the records of the Wallisville Heritage Center cover
the Henry Heiman family in Chambers County. The great unsolved mystery at
present is the Walter/Walters family. (The name is also found as Waldar,
Walder, and Waltar.) A notation in the family bible, on file at the regional
library at Liberty, noted that Adam Walter died in 1842. By inference, Grover
concludes that he was the husband of Mary Walter and the father of Mary Ann
Walter. Census reports up until 1890 show a Mary Walter, a midwife, living with
Henry and Mary Ann Heiman in Chambers County. Both she and Mary Ann gave Alsace
as their birthplace. Grover has no knowledge of Adam Walter's nationality, but
assumes he too was from Alsace. There are sources to indicate an Adam Walter

was in Texas in 1834, but the first positive clue is that an Adam Walter applied
for a land grant in July, 1838, and received a certificate for 640 acres on
March 11, 1839. This is where he had to stop his research last year, but he
hopes to return to Texas soon to look for more documentation, specifically the
Walter/Walters connection—and also to develop contacts with other descendants

of Samuel F. and Frances (Felton) Hughes, who arrived in Texas in 1849 and
settled at Bolivar Point. These were his great grandparents.

William H. Richter 301 W. Pheasant Dr., Austin TX 78753 is an
archivist/librarian and is doing research on the siege of Vicksburg in relation
to his great grandfather Niebuhr's participation. He is also doing research on
the Richter family genealogy and has published historical accounts of Industry,
Texas, 1831-1986.

A REFERENCE TO TEXAS CEMETERY
RECORDS. 1988. Compiled by Kim PAR
SONS and Richard PARSONS. Available
from Texas Cemeteries, c / o Kim PARSONS,
Box 2342. Humble. TX 77347. Hardcover.
8V4xll inches. 491 pases. $45.95 postpaid.

This large reference book may prove to be
indispensable for genealogists seeking cemetery
records on their Texas ancestors. The first of i
its three sections lists the cemeteries in each
Texas county withtheir locations, and a nota-1
tion of those cemeteries which have published
cemetery transcriptions. Section two gives the
bibliographic information for these published
cemetery transcriptions, while the final section
gives the names and addresses of repositories
where such cemetery transcriptions may be
located. In all there are over 2.000 sources
containing transcriptions from over 17.000
cemeteries from every one of Texas's 254
counties.

FAMILY REVNION DESCENDANT
CHART. 1988. By Donna K. CLARK.
Available from Ancestor Publishers. Box 682.
Department Rf 1. Arvada. CO 80002. Soft
cover, 8'/txll inches. 36 pages, illustrations.
$4.95 postpaid. Colorado residents add 4.1%
tax.

This booklet will help you add some pizzazz
to your family reunions with a custom-made
descendant chart The booklet tells how to plan
and construct the chart, and includes many cut
outs of borders for pictures of the grandparents,
great grandparents, children, and others in youi
family. This book, and the chart it will teact
you to make, can be extremely useful for
anyone planning a family reunion.

• • • NEW • • •

Introducing A New Volume In The
"Atlantic Bridge To Germany" Series !!

Published By The Everton Publishers, Inc.

THE ATLANTIC BRIDGE TO GERMANY
Volume VII

Nordrhein - Westfalen
(Northrhine - Westphalia)

By Charles M. Hall
The Nmdilnki Westfalen area of Germany has been overrun by miny pom*".
being on the imin bonier of Germany and on die rants of many trans-
European campaigns and nugrsaons. The ana hat thus been under foreign
influence mora than interior pans ol Gctmanv have been. Napoleon, despne
his ultenor motives, required ewd tecotd keeping oi vital events 80 yeais brfora
most German cMI registers began. Most of Nordrhetn-Westfslen began crvtl
registration in the period 1792-1808 andthearea is fatrtv balanced between
Catholic and Protestants. This volume is the most complete index available
(or about 3000 repositories of genealogical records in Nordihetn-Wcstialen.
The area Includes soma ol the mow indtistnaUicd and densely populated areas
of Germany,accounting (or22S of the population of EastandWestGermany.

while occupying only 9HX of the land.

This volume includes the following sections: Histoncal Orientation:
Bibliography.GeneralHelps:Archivesand Soaencs. SiadikreisctCUvDismast.
LandkrerMtNewCottnivi Index. Cue Studies: General .Maps:1:300000 Maps:

Gememoe Index: and Suppletnemaiv (noes.

Order No. 38S Stfatll Inches

Perfect Bound

64 •»> *xiv Page*

Publication Date:

15 January 1939

SPECIAL PREPUBLICATION PRICE
$9.95 postpaid

From: THE EVERTON PUBLISHERS. INC
P. O. Box 368. Logan. UT 34321

1870 CENSUS, WILLIAMSON COUNTY,
TEXAS. 1988. Compiled by the Williamson
County GenealogicalSociety. Box 585. Round
Rock. TX 78680. Soft-cover. 8!4xll inches. 122
pages, index. $17.50 postpaid. Texas residents
add 6% tax (S1.05).

Members of the Williamson County Genea
logical Society have used two of the genea
logist's best friends, microfilm andcomputers,
to make the 1870 federal enumeration of the
county more widely available to family his
torians. Included in this transcription is the
dwelling number, full name of each member of
the household,age,sex. color, occupation, state
or country of birth, and evaluations of real and
personal property. The data is listed in the
original order, with a surname index at the end
of the book.

REGISTER OF DEATHS. PANOLA CO.,
TEXAS 1903-1917. Compiled by Robbie

FORT SUTLIVE. Published by J and W
Enterprises^838 Jody Une. Shreveport. LA
71118. Softbound. 8*4x11 inches. 78 pages, in
dexed. S1000 plus $1.00 postage, ffifana
residents add tax.

Information in this volume has been
abstracted from theDeath Records. Book I of
Panola County. Texas. Book Icontains deaths
recorded from 1903 through 1917. Theseare
the earliest records ofdeaths in Panola County
The text is a photo facsimile of the death
register. A complete full-name index facilitates
ready reference to all deaths recorded inthis
volume.
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li'lHS MEMBERS' GENtALOb 1LAt- LXCHftNOE A¥7
Members Ars encouraged to use this caiumn format in sending information -for the
Newsletter. It gives rea.ti&r'z. the names, areas, and other facts "at a glance."
Also* it is quicker for you to submit--and easier -for your Genealogy Editor to
compile! Let's have more -for this section!

Member

Patsy Kuentz
1245 Brighton Sq.
New Brighton MN

55H2
(612) 633-0674

Elizabeth C. Stone
410 Cape Henry
Corpus Christi TX

78412
(512) 991-5483

Cynthia K. Aucoin
801 Kings Lake Ct.
Virginia Beach VA

23452
(804) 340-7970

Research!ng

Surnames

Fertsch

Wolle

Frels

Boenicke
Lindemann
Plietzsch
Heller

Braden

Wertzner

Kuentz

Boehm

Weiss

Sobbe
Yeker (any spelling)
Cabeen

Noack

Neuthard

Friedrich
Saage

Rosemary Lott Wolbrecht Lott
4803 Newcome Dr. Schmitt
San Antonio TX Kern

78229 Wolbrecht
(512) 696-7II8 Holder

Kernnard

Ruth Tatsch Tatsch
7925 Rockwood Ln #C-208 Wolff/Wolfe
Austin TX 78758 Cardwell
(512) 452-3324 Flewellen

Beesley/Beasley
Simpson
Harlow

Scarbrough

Betty K. Edgar
901 Cuthbert
Midland TX 79701

Knust
Wenzel

Zuehlke

Draeger

Henry R Habenicht Habenicht
4330 Sportsman's Retreat
Livingston TX 77351
(.409) 646-3121

Tex . Cat

Settled

.nty

Austin/Lavaca
Fayette
Austin

Austin
Austin
Fayette
Fayette/Colorado
Fayette/Colorado
Fayette
Bexar

Bexar

Bexar

Grimes/Medina
Grimes
Grimes/?
Fayette
Fayette

Austin/Colorado
Austin/Bell

Bexar
?

?

Bexar

Bexar

Gillespie
Gillespie
Lamar

Lamar

Llano

Leon/Llano
Llano

Leon

Religion

Lutheran

Cath/Luth

Catholic

Cath/Luth

Luth/Cath
Luth/Cath
?

Luth/?
Lutheran

Lutheran

German Meth

Protestant

Catholic
Catholic

Baptist
Protestant

Protestant

Lutheran

Lutheran

uh of Christ
Ch of Christ
Ch of Christ

McLennan/Bosque Cath/Luth
Washington/Bosque Lutheran
Washtn/Hill/Bosque Lutheran
Washington/Bosque Lutheran

Gillespie Lutheran
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tier.ealogical Exchange, continued

Member Researching
Surnames

Emmett A McCoppin Roerig
2601 S Braeswood #903 Fehlhaber
Houston TX 77025
(713) 661-3340

Tex. County

Settled

Z¥2-
Rei igi an

Orange/Central Texas ?
Orange/Central Texas ?

Henrietta E Clark Hilscher/Hilser Fayette Protestant/Cath
5405 Aurora Dr
Austin TX 78756
(512) 459-0594

Carol A O'Neal Pe- Ott Galvstn/Wash/Falls/ Lutheran
trich Flores McLennan

11606 Sagelink Dr Petrich Harris/Lavaca/Meljen/ Lutheran
Houston TX 77089 Falls/Washin§'ton
(713) 481-5413 Schmidt Hi1l/Wash/McLenn/ Falls Lutheran

Bahr Washington Lutheran
Schindler Lavaca/Wash/McLeri/Falls Lutheran
Gerke Washington Lutheran

Dr/Mrs Wilbur E Baumann Gillespie Catholic
Crenwelge Blandermann Galveston «?

112 Cristol Dr Crenwelge Gillespie Lutheran
Fredericksburg TX Dietzel Gillespie ?

78624 Hohmann uillespie ?

(512) 997-3992 Kensing Gillespie 9

Lewis Galveston ?

Leyendecker Gillespie ?

Metzger Gillespie Catholic
Reeh Gillespie ?

Siegmund Gillespie Lutheran

Stahl Gillespie

Trudy Smith Gerety Smith Comal ?

P 0 Box 122 Stein Comal *?

Bernice LA 71222 Smith Guadalupe Baptist
(318) 285-7338 Adams Guadalupe Baptist

England Guadalupe Baptist
Woodward Guadalupe ? /Protestant
Maddox Guadalupe Baptist
Lyone Wilson Baptist
Lord Shelby ? /Protestant

?/ProtestantFord Bexar

Woodfin Shelby/Bexar ?/Protestant

Grover G Heiman Jr Heiman/Heimann Galv/Chambers/Litierty/ Catholic
2881 Glenvale Dr Harri s
Fairfax VA 22031 Walter/Walters Galv/Chambers/Litlerty Catholic
(703) 280-5799 Hughes Galveston

Wilber W Bandemer
204 Chase
Portland TX 78374
(512) 643-4661

Bandemer Hidalgo/Red River Lutheran
Hale
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Genealogical Exchange, continued

Member

Quentin Naumann
5459 Briarbend
Houston TX 77096
(713) 723-3104

Researching
Surnames

Naumann

Krause

Horn/Horne

Mrs Jack A Ligon Meitzen
6521 Honey Hill Holmgren
San Antonio TX 78229
(512) 680-7468

Jack C Allen
735 Nottingham Dr
Richardson TX 75080
(214) 231-1038

Gladys E Clark
11410 Briar Rose
Houston TX 77077
(713) 497-2578

Hofmann/Hoffmann
Oppelt

Harfst/Harvst
Reister
Braden

Schmitt
Engbrock
Meyer
Fix/Farber
Mttller

Louis H. Fink Fink
335 Gettysburg Wuest/lnNlst
San Antonio TX 78228 Mueller/Mtlller
(512) 736-6488 Eschbach

Scherrer

Ed Norton

4702 Highland Terr
Austin TX 78731
(512) 474-7662 (day)

Clarice Neal
2209 Shoal Creek
Austin TX 78705
(512) 476-4192

Linda Phillips
P 0 Box 36
Eagle Lake TX 77434
(409) 234-3493

Noack/von Noack

Schafer

Troutwein
Wttrz

Hollman/Hollmann
Hug

Helbig/Helwig
Ohenbusch/Brocksch
Thein
Blesi

Tex. County

Settled

M</
Religion

Travis/Burnet Protestant
Goliad/Travis/Burnet Prot•
Bexar ?

Faytte
Fayette

Milam/Austin
Bastrop/Bexar/

Travis
Schneider Bastrop/Bexar/Travis
Kindler
Bruhlmeyer/Meyer/Meier

rop/l
Travis/Bastrop ?

Cooke
Wharton/Whorton Lamar
Goggan/Goggin/Goggans Ellis
Gibens/Gibbens Marion
Black Rusk
Blanton Rusk

Wells Rusk
Fussell Ruck
Popham Lamar

Colorado
Wharton
Colorado

Colorado

Austin/Colo/Fayte
Austin/Colo/Fayte
Harris
Calhoun/Coah (Mex)

non-Texan

non-Texan

non-Texan

non-Texan

non-Texan

Washington

DeWitt

DeWitt/Lavaca
DeWitt
Lavaca

Atascosa

Austin/Uvalde
Lavaca/Uvalde

Uvlade

Bapt/Meth
Baptist
9

Methodist

Ev. Luth.

Ev. Luth.

Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic

Catholic
Evangelical

Lutheran
Catholic
Catholic

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran
Lutheran

Catholic
Lutheran

Catholic

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran
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Genealogical Exchange, continued

Me mbet- Researching
Surnames

Henry L Fleischhauer Fleischhauer
12109 Mustang Chase Walter
Austin TX 78727 Inselman
(512) 258-0479

Tex. County
Settled

2&D

Religion

Falls Lutheran

Gillespie/Falls ? /Methodist
Falls Methodist

Naomi Witt Fry Witt Fayettefalso Minn. Lutheran

2608 Clearwood Cir Ruetz Fayette Lutheran

College StatictrTX Tramm/Tramp Fayette Lutheran

77840 Marquard Fayette,also Mich,Iowa Luth

(409) 693-7IO8 Gau Fayette Lutheran

Martens Fayette Lutheran
Haker in Mich. Lutheran

Andrea Waiston Berger McLennan Catholic

919 Montclair Dr Wiesmaier McLennan Catholic
WacoTX 767IO Wimmer McLennan/Bexar/FallsCatholic
(817) 776-3382 Archer/Cooke

Moosburger McLennan/Bexar Catholic
Deiterman/Detterman Colorado/McLen/Wichita Cath
Dahlmann Colorado/McLennan Catholic
Enke Colorado/McLennan Catholic
Miller/Muller McLennan Luth/Cath
Weinberger Hill/McLennan Catholic
Schlehufer Hill/McLennan Catholic

Hatke in 111. Catholic
Hatke/Hartke in Ohio Catholic
Wente in 111. Catholic
Feldmann in 111. & Ohio Catholic

Erben W Schuldt Tschiedel Fayette Cath/Luth
1865 Sams Way Schuldt/Schult Bexar/Gillespie Cath/Luth
Beaumont TX 77706

Billy John Kaiser Burkhardt Lutheran

4200 Lullwood Rosen Lutheran

Austin TX 78722 Kaiser Hopkins/Grayson/ Lutheran
(512) 459-0426 Fannin

Clarence Guelker Gttlker/Guelker Washington Ref. Luth
7606 Westrim Dr
Austin TX 78731
(512) 345-1829

Heiman A Treaccar Heimann/Heiman Galveston Catholic
1905 Carter Ln Treaccar/Triacca Galveston Catholic
LaMarque TX 775^Q Sheperd Galveston Presbyterian
(409) 935-2575 Dillon Galveston Catholic

Elizabeth Schaller Sebera Guadalupe Catholic
Holland Ondrej Guadalupe Catholic

616 Falson Dr. Schaller Bexar Lutheran
Waco TX 76712 Heinrich Bexar Lutheran

(817) 772-2115 Schaller Bexar Lutheran

Nanette Reichert Reichert Robertson Catholic

207 Hill Country Ln (Noak/Napp Robertson Catholic
San Antonio TX 78232 Berger Bexar Evangelical
(512) 494-2072 Petrus Bexar Evangelical
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Genealogical Exchange, continued 2 £7
Member Researching

Surnames

Tex. County

Settled

Re1i c ion

Bruce Hermes Hermes
8911 Texas Sun Karl
Austin TX 78?48 Haase
(512) 282-5045 Bettge

Lavaca

DeWitt
Guadalupe
Guadalupe

Catholic
? Catholic
? Lutheran

Sunthia K Aucoin Saage/Sage
801 Kings Lake Ct. Friedrich
Virginia Beach VA 23452
(804) 340-7970

Austin/Bell
Austin/Fayette

Ger. Metho

Lutheran

Florence Radenz Neason

Rt 2, Box 2650
Richards TX 77873
(409) 874-2231

Radenz ? - Caldwell Lutheran

Suzanne L Wall
1623 Yarborough
Sherman TX 75090
(214) 892-0249

Klappenbach Comal

Brenda Lincke
Fisseler

P 0 Box 18

Linke/Lincke
Luedicke/Luedike/

Luedcke

Fayette/DeWitt
Austin/Harris

Lutheran

Hallettsville TX 77964
(512) 798-3958

DIRECTORY OF AMERICAN LIBRARIES
WITH GENEALOGY OR LOCAL HISTORY
COLLECTIONS. 1988. Compiled by P. William
FILBY Available from Scholarly Resources
Inc., 104 GreenhiU Avenue, Wilmington, DE
19805. Hardcover, 8tfxll inches, 319 pages,
index, $75.00.

This database of libraries with genealogical
collections is arranged alphabetically by state,
then by city within the state. Each entry con
tains the name of the library, its street address
and telephone number. This is followedby the
responsesto fifteengeneralquestionsabout the
facility, includingsuch information as when the
library is open, the name of the head of the
genealogy or local history section, the number
of books or microfilm in the library devoted to
genealogy or local history, whether there is a
genealogist on the library staff, and whether
a published guide to the library holdings is
available. Genealogical libraries and geneal
ogists who travel widely will find this to be an
indispensable volume.

NEWSLETTER, GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE
SOCIETY. Planchaca, TX: German-Texan
Heritage Society, 1978- . FHL 973.64
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NEW BUMPER STICKER AVAILABLE FROM THE GERMAN-TEXAN MARKET PLACE:

"Ask me about the Gennan-Texans" $2.00 (incl. tax and postage)

(Black print on white background; size 3 x 12)
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Send your orders to: German-Texan Market Place, 2116 Lynnbrook Dr., Austin, TX 78748
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE HEIMANN FAMILY

By: Heiman H. Treaccar Jr.
Updated August, 1988

Family Name; Spelling in the 1650's was Hymans; early 1700's was Hyman; Mid
1700's Heliman; Late 1700's Heyman; early 1800's Heimann; and in the mid
1800's descendants began spelling the name Heimann or Heiman. Current
German-English dictionaries show Heu (pronounced like boy) and is a noun
meaning hay. Possibly at one time the family was identified as hay-makers or
hay-men. The individual would be known as hay-man. The occupation shown on
the church marriage records of John Bernard Heimann and Elizabeth Knappkotter
in 1809 shows him to be a "Kolon" or grocer.

The first written record of the family appears in church records in the same
year the church began the practice of recording the baptisms, confirmations,
marriages and deaths. That year was 1653. The church was located in Vorhelm
Westphalia, and served the religious needs of the surrounding villages
including Isendorff, the home of the Heimanns.

John Bernard Heiman from Isendoff Westphalia, Germany, born in 1781, and
Elizabeth Knappkotter, born in 1792, in Beckum Westphalia Germany. They were
married April 25, 1809 in Vorhelm. She was the daughter of John Bernard
Knappkotter and Catherina Hessling. Church records of Vorhelm recorded the
birth and baptism dates of their eight children. The year of their births
are as follows: Elizabeth b. 1810; John Bernard b. 1812; Casper b. 1815;
Herman (called John) b. 1821; Heinrich Anton b. 1824; John Heinrich (called
Henry) b. 1827; Elizabeth (called Sarah E.) b. 1829; and John Stephen b.
1832. Both church marriage records and the church baptismal records state
that the family emigrated to America in 1834. The family first went to
Albany, New York then to Galveston, Texas in the year 1838. Son, Caspar,
either went directly to Texas or left the family in New York and then
went to Texas. Tradition in the family of another son, John Bernard, is that
John "worked on ship plying the Ohio and the Mississippi Rivers probably out
of New York going to New Orleans and Galveston". (H) Therefore, he made his
way to Texas independent of the balance of the family. John Bernard Heimann
Sr. died in 1840, shortly after arriving in Galveston. His widow, Anna
Elizabeth, married Peter Lawson on Jan. 6, 1844. Anna Elizabeth died in 1876
and Peter Lawson died in 1888. Following are more details of the lives of
John Bernard Heimann's and Elizabeth Knappkotter's children.

Elizabeth was born June 27, 1810. Writer believes she married a Thorp and
remained in New York. Tradition of the families of the sons Henry and John
Bernard is that one Heimann remained in New York. Elizabeth would have been
of marriageable age (24 years) when the family arrived in New York. No
records have been located that would confirm her relocation to Texas, nor her
presence in Texas. The tombstone on Peter Lawson and her mother's grave
lists her two daughters: Sarah E. Allen and Elizabeth Thorp born 1810 and
died in 1884. On listing of Elizabeth Thorp shows above her name the words
"In Memory".

John Bernard (b. October 13, 1812) and Maria Catherine Dreyer (b. November
28, 1825) were married November 18, 1847. They settled in or near Frelsburg
and remained in the area until after the birth of their last child in 1868.
Thereafter, they moved and farmed in other localities such as Flatonia and
Halletsville before settling in Moulton, Texas. Their seven children were:
Elizabeth (m. Fritz Lenz); Gertrude (m. John Schulte); Bernard Henry (m.
Maria Adolph); Mary Barbara (m. Anton Gottschalk); Anna (m. Joseph
Gottschalk); Henry Bernard (m. Josephene Schlueter); and Therisa (m. W.
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Menke).(H) Elizabeth and Mary Barbara settled in Westphalia, Texas as
others may have. The father, John Bernard, died in 1891 and is buried in
Moulton. Maria Catherine died in 1913 and is buried in Westphalia, Texas.

Caspar born August 15, 1815, and Barbara Wiirtle, born May 15, 1825, were
married in Galveston, April 16, 1840, by the first mayor, J.M. Allen. Prior
to his marriage, he was identified as one of thirteen men seeking safety from
the advancing Santa Anna's army by attempting to flee beyond the Sabine
River. So many people were assembled at the ferry attempting to cross the
Brazos that they sought safety in hiding in the Brazos river bottoms near
Brenham. He and his wife were evidently highly respected in the Cummins
Creek settlement area as they were witness to many baptisms and weddings of
the early settlers in the area. Those early settlers included Jacob Wolters,
Peter Piper, Bernard Schneider, Anton Hoelscher, G. Moller, and others.
Certificate #63, dated February 19, 1838, granted Caspar one-third league of
land, including the present village of Bernardo and Southward across what is
now Interstate 10. His children: Elizabeth (m. John F. Frericks); Maria
Cathrina; Bernard; John Albertum; and Sarah. He died in February, 1855
shortly before the birth of daughter Sarah. His widow married Heinrick Von
Balhorn in 1857. Heinrick died in 1874 and Barbara died in 1881.

Herman (called John) born July 1, 1821, and Anna Maria Brod, date of birth
unknown, were married by the Justice of Peace, Tipps, in September 1845.
Children of the marriage were: John; Elizabeth; Caspar; Anna; Josephene; and
Bernard. Anna Maria died in 1863 and John remarried the widow Josephene
Schroer. Josephene's children by her marriage to Joseph Schroer were: Mary;
Joseph; Anna; and Therisa. The children of the marriage to John were:
Anton; Franz; Withmessa; and Phillip. The 1870 census has them living in
Frelsburg. John died in 1875 and Josephene, born in 1832, died in 1916.
Both of them are buried in the church cemetery at Praha (near Flatonia).

Anton born March 14, 1824, and Ottilia Burtschell, born June 27, 1823, were
married at Cummins Creek Settlement June 6, 1847. They made their home in
Galveston where he was a hunter of note. With the aid of his wife, they
operated a small dairy. Their children and grandchildren: Amelia (m. Jacob
Jacobs) their children: Tillie; John; Emil; Clara (m. Doree); Elizabeth
(m. Braden); Nettie (m. Greenrood); and Augusta (m. Stock). The children of
Amelia's second marriage to Franz were: Edwin and Leona. Anton (m. Argusta
Biehler) Their children were: Emma; William; Lena and Tillie (m. Summers).
Anton, his wife, and three children were killed in the 1900 storm. John (m.
Kate Jackson) had no children, but raised the niece, Katherine. Elizabeth
married Joseph Treaccar and their children were: Frank; Dorothy; Sarah
(m. Prendergast); Joseph; Charles; and Heiman. (Heiman was father of
writer). Marv (m. James Fowler). Their children were: Katherine (m.
Kampe); Otillia (m. Prowse); Charles; and William. Arausta married Jacob
Braden. She died within two years of marriage — no children.

John Heinrich (called Henry) was born March 18, 1827. Kevin Ladd of the city
of Wallisville searched the family history and reports that Henry was married
to Mary Ann Walker on July 4, 1844 at Fort Anahauc in Chambers County. Their
children include: Mary Jane (m. Anthony Poplier); William (M. Henrietta
Mccormick); Henry Jr. (m. Elizabeth Hughes); Permelia (called Amelia) and
John evidently didn't marry; Emeline (m. C.F. Rhubottom); Walter (m. D.
Mccormick); George (m. Mary Carr); Lillie (m. John Karus); and Francis (m. T.
Altman). Henry and Mary Ann lived at Smith's Point, yet they frequented St.
Joseph's Church in Galveston to celebrate the baptisms of their children.
Both are buried in Anahauc. Mary Ann died in 1897 and Henry died in 1919.

Elizabeth, later known as Sarah E., was born November 16, 1829. Writer
believes she was married to Frank W. Allen prior to 1849. (Baptismal records
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2#
show baptism of daughter Elizabeth in 1849.) The family evidently lived for
a brief period of time in Brenham. Sarah's obituary stated that she died
August 24, 1911; was survived by a brother, Henry Heiman, of Chambers County;
and had three surviving children: Claude J. Allen, Sarah Bartel, and
Elizabeth Smith. The 1875-76 Galveston City Directory shows her to be a
widow of F. Allen.

John Stephen, born March 18, 1832, is included in the Heimann family listing
of emigrants who left before 1836. Per Grover Heiman (a descendant of Henry
Heiman), states he was included on the family passenger list that recorded
their arrival in New York in 1834. No passenger list has been located for
the Brig Robert Bruce that brought the family to Galveston in July, 1838.
Therefore, we do not know if he survived the four years in New York.
Obituary records are not available in Galveston for the 1830's and up until
the mid 1840's; therefore, the writer believes he died as an infant or very
young child at a time when infant mortality was extremely high.

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)

TABLE OF REFERENCES

Vorhelm Church records as recorded on Micro Film 0860761,
Genealogical Department, The Church of Jesus Christ Latter
Day Saints
Lewis Publishing Company, 1895. "History of Texas".
Biographical History of the Cities Houston and Galveston
Ethel Hander Geue's "New Homes in a New Land"
Kathryn Heiman's "Heiman's Handle Sun Emergencies" - Anahuac
Galveston County Marriage License Records
Texas Historical Association Quarterly - Volume 2, Page 227.
"Life of Early German Pioneers in Texas" by Caroline Von
Hinueber
Felsburg Church Records
Colo. County Marriage Records
1850 - 1860 - 1870 Census Records

Galveston City Directories
Halena (Heimann) Capdevielle's History of Bernard and Maria
(Drexer) Heimann
Tombstones

Galveston City Probate Records
Mertz Church Records

St. Peter & Paul Church Records

03X00.5 Ew _ _ _
*S — «i <8 * ^ .—

gj C C

...aiiJJil

10 Q.<</> (0

Jffi*2f*J$j£^ B •"r 8 «> a^ca

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1988 Vol. 10 (X) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1988 German-Texan Heritage Society



r!X GERMAN HERITAGE £5"5"
by Carol O'Neal Petrich Flores

My grandparents on my father's side, Bertha Louise Schmidt and Otto Charles
Petrich were born in a German province in Poland called Poznan, an area occupied
by Germany due to the wars they had. Grandfather's parents were Louisa Ott and
Ernest Otto Petrich. Her father was Daniel Ottj her mother's name isn't known
at this time. She was born in 1844, he in 1841. They were my great-grand
parents. Grandmother Bertha's parents were Herman and Louise Bahr Schmidt.
Louise Bahr's parents were Prederich and Charlotte Kant Bahr. Frederich Bahr
was a soldier who v/interquartered in Berlin and lived the rest of the year in
Hegensburg, Germany. Originally, if one looks on the map you will notice a town
called Petrich, Bulgaria. We do not know how our name came to be there, but
the Petrichs were master brewers. One of the things they made was whiskey out
of potatoes. They left shortly after that for America. Ernest and Louisa and
their children Emelia Emma, Otto Charles (my grandfather), I:'mil, and I/Iartha all
landed by ship at Indianola, Texas December 25. 1880. Ernest's citizenship
papers state he renounced all allegiance to the Emperor of Germany, as well as
any other Foreign Prince, Potentate, Sovereign, or State, the 24th day of April
1882, Washington County, State of Texas, City of Brenham.

After landing at Indianola, the Petrichs went on to Brenham to live for
about twenty years before moving. The Bahr and Schmidt families came more
separated: first the older Bahrs came and then sent for the Herman Schmidt
family. Herman and Louise Schmidt left Bremerhaven with children Bertha,
Paul Robert, and. Emma on a ship called the Alba. They traveled first to New
York, but did. not stay. They took another ship called the Vera and landed at
Galveston in I89O and liked it there. Bertha became a cook at a large hotel.
She was 27 years old when she met and. married my grandfather from Brenham, age
30, and they moved to Brenham to live with his parents Louisa and Ernest Petrich
according to the 1900 U.S. census. In November their first child was born.
Several months later a man named Riesel was selling lots in the Falls and
McLennan County area on the Brazos River to German settlers. Ernest and Louisa
moved to the Marlin area and joined Trinity Lutheran Church. Apparently, some
of her family were already in the areas as there is a town called Otto nearby.
Bertha and Otto moved, abount fourteen miles away to the- Riesel area between
'"arlin and Waco. In almost the center of town they bought a large home with
long twin porches on the sides, a pump in the kitchen, and. outbuildings that
included a blacksmith shop to shoe the mules, a hen house, a building to store
feed, a livestock building for hogs, a smokehouse with a grape arbor on top, and
a stable that became a two car garage later. Bertha and Otto Petrich raised
seven children and celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 1950. Less
than four months later she passed away at age 75. He lived to be 87 years and
died in 1958 when I was thirteen years old. He never gave up his pipe or cigars,
and I liked the stories he told. He liked my mother's family the O'Neal's
and her three sisters. He loaned the youngest one his "lodel T Ford one time
and she wrecked it in downtown :4art, Texas. He admired them for their food
looks and. Southern heritage.

Now at about the same time my great-grandparents on my Mother's sire were
children who were recuperating with their parents from the War Between the States,
in north Georgia, and in Dallas County, Alabama. John G. Walker my great-great
grandfather brought his family to Leon County for land that was £l an acre.
James A. V/alker and his son Alonzo opened stores in Bremond among all the German
and Polish settlers. They, as well as the Stone, Land, Shelton and Chastain
families had all fought for the South without a loss. Now they were all farmers
again, and by the mid-1890's all of these families had settled from Waco to
Flaufman and Erath Counties. :iy maternal grandparents Annie "(Land) and Ernest
Reuben O'Neal farmed between Riesel and "Cart on 7 Flile Lane.

I have a very rich and unusual background. Both sides of my family had
much in common. They all loved their land and farming, and they all loveri
children.
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THE HEINRICH HABENICHT FAMILY *J^

"The Heinrich Habenicht History and Family Tree" was initially researched by Mrs. Gale
Price. When questions arose about the wives of Heinrich, research was continued by Mrs. Price
and Henry Habenicht.

The abstract of the real estate owned by Heinrich was reviewed and several new facts
came to light plus more questions. This led us to the district court and county records in the
Gillespie County Courthouse to unravel the mystery of Heinrich's wives.

We already knew that the first wife was Johanna Herbort. They were married January 8,
1848. She died during the childbirth of the fifth child on February 9, 1854 and is interred
next to the house under the kitchen window of the Luckenbach farmhouse. A large flagstone
covers her grave into which her name and date is chiseled. For a period of several months
the children were cared for by Uncle Conrad Herbort.

Necessity of the time made it urgent for Heinrich to find a permanent person to help
with the young motherless family. On April 14, 1854, he married Johanna Schultzen. They
proved to be very incompatable and she left the household. Heinrich after several attempts
trying to make the marriage workable, filed for divorce in District Court. After a four
year search Johanna was finally found and brought to court by the Sheriff. A divorce was
granted Heinrich on May 25, 1860.

On October 14, 1860, Heinrich married Johanna Kosotoska. She was the widow of August
Pfersh and the mother of his two daughters. After the death of August at the hands of Indians,
she married George Werner. This marriage ended in divorce and she was left with baby Emma,
'who was later adopted by Heinrich.

The marriage of Johanna Kosotoska and Heinrich produced two children. This made the
Habenicht household in 1864 very interesting. Elizabeth, Christian and Mina are the children
of Johanna number 1. There are no children by Johanna number 2. Johanna number 3 brought
into the household Johanna and Ernestine Pfersh and Emma Werner. Johanna number 3 also gave

birth to Bertha and Rudolf.

Marriage licenses were found of all the children except Johanna Pfresh. It is known
that she married Carl Langbein. Genealogy charts of Heinrich list 425 names at last count,
all originating from the 1864 household.

Heinrich was a soldier twice for the United States Army. He is listed as having served
in the Mexican-American War, 1846 and in the Civil War, 1864. Both tenures of duty were very
short.

After he landed in Galveston on December 18, 1845 with his father and stepmother, they
were transported by a smaller schooner to Indianola. There the saga of hardship begins.
The weather of the winter of 1845-46 was very unkind. Many immigrants were detained because
of lack of transportation to New Braunfels. Many died of exposure and disease including
Heinrich'd parents. When he finally did arrive in Fredericksburg on May 8, 1846 he found
only raw land and the survey party who had plotted the town. Heinrich was assigned Town
lot number 215 on San Saho St., now known as Main Street, and a ten acre out lot. These
lots were eventually disposed of and a \ section of land in the Luchenbach area was acquired.
There Heinrich was active in farming and freighting with a four yolk ox team from San Antonio
west to the Cancho River.

Curiosity took hold again. Who are our forefathers in "The Vater Land"? After several
false starts into the unknown, contact was made with the German Consolate in Houston. They
provided us with information on who to contact for assistance in finding our German Relatives.
The Niedersachsicher Landesverien Familienkunde in Hannover, West Germany put us in contact
with a genealogy researcher.

This researcher found the following information:
Heinrich was born March 10, 1823 in Mehle and bapitsed in the St, Barnabus Lutheran

Church. His parents are Johanna Heinrich Christian Habenicht and Amelia Dorthee Flessel.
His father was born April 6, 1788 in Mehle. Heinrich's grandparents Johanna Hennig Habenicht
and Sophie Elisabeth Ritter. Sophie was born April 3, 1753 and died December 10, 1829 and
interred in Mehle. Johanna Hennig was born April 3, 1777 but we don't know where. He died
in Betheln, March 12, 1832 and is interred there.

As of September 25, 1988 information was received that Johann Henning was born in
Boitzum, West Germany on April 3, 1749 and his father is Hans Habenicht. The Godfather is
the brother Habenicht. This data was taken from the church records of Ex-Lutheran Church,
Wulfinghausen, West Germany.
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The immigrating Heinrich left behing in Betheln a brother Johann Christing Johannes
Ludolf and sister Sophie Henrietta. In September, 1988 a letter was received from Henny
Habenicht in Betheln who is the great granson of Johann Christion Johannes Ludolf.

Research continues for the forefathers of Johann Henning Habenicht both by myself and
Henny Habenicht.

Tamily' history books a ripoff
~ * " ' 1288San Antonio Light, Aug. 8,

BY DAVID HOROWITZ

Last year a retired Pennsylvania
State Police Officer named John
Malloy received a postcard offering
him a copy of "The Malloy Family
Album - An Informative History of

. v — the Malloy Family" for $32.85.
j^L ^.^ fl Tne car(j was signed by Elizabeth
B^"' -^ f| Malloy Ross. Malloy sent for the
|h^hhm| book, but found itcontained nothing
^^^^^^^ about his particular family origins,
just a general introduction to genealogy and a list of
other people named Malloy from the phone book.
Malloy felt ripped-off, and filed a complaint with the
U.S. Postal Inspection Service.

I have been receiving similar questions and com
plaints about companies that sell family history books
for years. The question is nearly always the same:
"Can I really get a complete family history for only
$20 to $30?"

That Is certainly what the advertising for these
books seems to imply. According to a postcard from
Mary Whitney, advertising a similar family album,
buying her book will "facilitate the location of rela
tives and namesakes, and help initiate relationships
with other families of the same name."

Halpert's of Bath, Ohio, has a similar pitch. It begins,
"We have been doing some work relating to people
who share your name, and you are in it!" But are these
books really individually researched family histories?
No, they're not.

What these booksactually contain is a brief, gener
alizedaccountof a particular familyname,somegen
eral information on genealogy and a list of names and
addresses of people with the same last name compiled
from sources like the phone book and utilitymailing
lists. There is no history of any particular family, and
there is no information about how families with the
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same name might be related. Everyone with the same
last name gets the same book.

The U.S. Postal Inspection Service has been crack
ing down on these companies for false advertising and
misrepresentation. Last year, postal authorities ob:
tained court orders to seize all mail addressed to "Eliz
abeth Ross," a fictitious name for the same printing
company that marketed another family history book
the previous year using the name "Beatrice Bayley."
According to company records, they had mailed out 18
million postcard solicitations for family histories, and
sold nearly 270,000 books before postal inspectors
stepped in and shut down the operation.

Genealogy can be a fascinating hobby, but there
really are no quick and easy shortcuts on the trail of
ancient ancestors.

If you are seriously interested in your own family
history, you should be prepared for months, maybe
years, of individual research through libraries and
family records. There are thousands of reputable ge
nealogical clubs, societies and libraries all over the
country. Most of them* offer classes and seminars for
people interested in tracing their family origins. Many
community colleges also offer these classes. In addi
tion, the Mormon Church maintains one of the most
extensive collections of family records anywhere in
the world.

Any of these rich resources can help you to find
your family roots, providing you're willing to invest
the time to search them out But beware of anyone
who claims you can get the same information for $20
or $30. It's just not going to happen.

.£ o

PASSENGER AND IMMIGRATION
LISTS BIBLIOGRAPHY 15381900:
Being a Guide to Published Lists of
Arrivals in the United States and
Canada. 1988. Second Edition. By P.William
FILBY. Available from Gale Research Co..
Book Tower. Detroit. MI 48226. Hardbound.
S'/ixll inches. 324 pages, indexed. SI00.00.

P. William FILBY has previously produced
several passenger and immigration list indexes.
Now he gives us a list of works by other authors
which should prove very helpful. At first it
seems confusing because although the book is
arranged alphabetically, the authors and book
titles are interspersed. However, the index pro
vides references by subject and locality which
facilitates finding a particular reference. For
instance, the index has about 8 pages just on
Germany. This section includes such variations
as German taxpayers in Pennsylvania; Germans
from Lower Alsace; Germans from Russia to
Brazil, etc.
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ARE ANY OF YOUR FAMILY IN THIS LIST?

I have a collection of old photographs which I purchased at an estate sale, and
wish to see that they end up in the hands of a descendant or relative who might
be happy to have them. If your relative's name is on this list, please contact
me and I will see that you receive his/her photograph. All of these were taken
from about 1890 to about 1930, and most are in fair to excellent condition. I
paid an average of SO cents per photo. That, plus a SAS, is all that I would
ask to mail one to you. Most would fit in a 4x9-1/2" envelope, however, there
are some which would require a larger envelope. Some of them are class photos,
so in the event that I get a request from several people for the same photo, I
will gladly have the photo copied and send copies to all who reply. Please
contact me for further details.

Irene Varan, 4129 Granada Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628
Tel. (512) 863-8183

AHRENSTEIN, Rachel*. Leon*
BAXTER. Claude*
BELL, Olie*
BRADLEY, Earl*
BOGGUS, Verna*
BOWMAN, Christine*
BURNS, Aunt Liza's son, Cleo, Lemon, Vonnie, T. F.
BUSHONG, Lillie, Tolbie, Victor
BUSSE, Harold*
BYRNE, Esther*
CAIN, Thomas*
CLARK, Albert, George, Catherine, Witt
COMSTOCK. Varner*
CONROY, Claudie*

COOK, Paul*
COOMER, Clara Allen, Clayton, Clifford, Clyde, Dalton
COX, Willie V.*

CULLPEPPER, Edna, Elsie*

CULWELL, Carl*
DABBS, Charley
DEVINE, Dewey*
ERICKSON, Iris*. Louise*
EYRING, Lorenz*
FAULKNER, Marguerite*

FERGUSON, Enid*
FORMEY, Lawrence*
FOWLER, Loring*
GARRETT, Thomas*

GREEN. Ray*
GOTTLIEB, Catherine*
HAMILTON, Grace Elizabeth, Harold, Minnie Lee, Minnie M., Naomi, Ruth,

Sam, Witte
HARVEY, Ivan, Lawrence*
HOWARD, Virginia* s *i0^1
HUFFMAN, Aunt Sis, Bennet E., Dack, Lucy c»sV^?
JANOCH, Francy, Franz* ^^B
JOHNSTON, Tom «u H<^
KANEWSKI, (?)* tO *£
KITCHELL, Phoebe* u£ T^
KRUMMEL. Willie* ^
MARVISSEY, Annie*
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McCORMACK, Frances*
McLEOD. Donald*
MORGAN, Eddie, S.G.
OTTO, Beatrice*

PATILLO, Allen*

PHILLIPS, Ronald*
POLLARD, Albert, Annie Lee, Annie Lou, Ef fie Lee, Minnie Lee, W. R.
RENSHAW, Jennibelle
RICHARDS, Cora, George
ROARK, Eva*
ROWE, Ivan*
SCHUMACHER, Arnold*
SCHWENKE, Charlie, Ernest*
SHANNON, John Ira*
SINK, Joe*
SOCIA, Ollie*
SWANK, Donald*
SWENKE, Lillie*

TRAMMELL, Lura*

TURNER,Fred, Guy, Ray, Ruth

WARRACH. Vera*
WARREN, William*
WAY, Ransom*
WHITE, Naomi, Newt
WHITMAN, Alma*
WILBORG, Ollie*
WILLIAMS, Addie, Araalie, Mary, Ruby*

NOTE: Names marked with [*] are in one or more class photos of a primary
school in Houston, TX, name unknown. There are three group pictures
believed to be of the same class in grades 3, 4, and 5.

DENNIS THE MENACE

'See? History to fort old news."

Directory lists
Texas museums

The Texas Historical Commission an

nounces the release of the 1988 Texas

Museum Directory.
Compiled by the THC's County His

torical Commission and Museum Services

Department, the directory is an update of
the 1985guide. Museums are listed by city;
pertinent information, including address,
phone, hours of operation, fee, and ex
hibits, also are included for readers'

convenience.

"We are pleased to be offering this
valuable directory," said Cindy Sherrell-
Leo, department director, "and we hope it
will inspire many people to visit Texas'
great museums."

The directory is available free by writing
the THC, P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX

78711, or calling 512/463-6100.
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•The Schulenburg Sticker--Thursday. Aug 4. 1988

Freyburg Cotton Gin To Be Restored
Thanks 10 a gram from the Na

tional Park Service and the hard

work of volunteers from Burton's

Operation Restoration, the old
Cordes Gin in Freyburg will get a
new lease on life.

The gin was owned and operated
by brothers Andres Cordes and
Kunz Cordes. Kunz's son. Willie
Cordes, heir to the property on
which the gin was located.donated
the gin to Operation Restoration, a
group of Burton citizens who arc
restoring historical sites in that
town, the Burton gin included.

On July 9, members of Operation
Restoration dismantled the Cordes
gin and removed it from the Frey
burg site.

The Cordes gin had been aban
doned just before World War II and
the building housing it was falling
down. The steam-powered gin,
manufactured by the. Gullctt Gin
Company in Amite, Louisiana,
features wooden gin stands of an
1892 design.

Funding to restore the Freyburg

gin v.ill come I'r.'ii the National
Park Service in Lowell, Mas
sachusetts, which heard about
Operation Restoration through the
Smithsonian Institute. Lowell was

the center of the textile industry in
this country two centuries ago, The
Freyburg gin has been shipped to
Lowell where it will be completely
restored and relumed to Burton to be
displayed on the Burton gin prop
erty.

Doug Ratchford of Operation
Restoration says that in spite of
increased interest in historical
preservation almost no restoration
has been done on rural cotton gins
to date.

The diesel powered Burton Farm
ers Cotton Gin.built around 1920,
was still operable when Operaiion
Restoration began working on it.
Ratchford says it will take about a
year and a half to restore it to its
1974appearanceand Burton visitors
will be able to observe cotton actu
ally being ginned.

Cotton gins like this one in Freyburg used to be a commornske In this"
area, where cotton was the main cash crop before World War II.

Theginequipment, manufactured early thiscentury, is of an 1890s de
sign.

-Uc

&» TEXAS LOSE *jaj . I
NSARLY every town IN
TEXAS WITH A LAR&E
GERMAN POPULATION
HADATtgfcSTONE
BREWERY DURlNOrTHE
1800-s. SAN Antonio had
SIXMAJOR BREWERIES.
AND A NUK&ER.OF
SMALLER ONES.
THE MOST
FAMOUS WAS THE

MENGER
BREWERY.

THE MERGER. BECAME
THE-MOSTPOPULAR
HOTEL IN THE
SOUTHWEST.
WRITER 0. HENRY
MENTIONED IT IN
HIS STORIES. POET
SIDNEYLANIER,
GEN. PHIL SHERIDAN
AND EVPRESIDENT
ULYSSES S. GRANT
STAYED THERE.
TEDDY ROOSEVELT
IS SAID TO HAVE
DONE HIS MOST
EFFECTIVE
RECRUITING FOR
THE ROUGH RIDERS
IN THE MENGER BAR.

WILLIAM MENGCR.WHO
OPERATED THE BREWERY
NEXT TO THE ALAMO, DE
VELOPEDSUCH A TRADE
FROM NEWBRAUNFELS,
OSTR0VILLE.SE6UIN
AND FREDCRtCXSBUR&
THAT, INI851?,HE BUILT
A HOTEL NrXT DOOR.TO
HOUSE HIS CUSTOMERS.

SSnrwLS! Tfxas,Lore te now arable for $4.10 postage
cale SflBfiS uSfV!" bavaUablc * ahandso™ «Pcase for $20.85. Make check or money order payable to Texas

THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD Friday, July 15, 1988

Teinert Reunion Held
AtRoitsch's Camp

The descendants of Paul and
Pauline Lehmann Teinert gathered
for their 10th reunion June "18 at
Roitsch's Camp, La Grange. Ap
proximately 84 attended. The
families of Johanna Pietsch. Alma
Froehlich, Rachel Witt,Louise Wag
ner. Paul Teinert and Leon Teinert

were represented.
Ruih and Larry Dobbsof Stcphen-

ville andJohn and Tracy Wagner of
Round Rock were in charge of fes
tivities. Mrs. Rachel Witt helped with
arrangementsin La Grange.

The afternoon and early evening
were spent visiting, picture-taking,
playing horseshoes and volleyball.
Mike Teinert prepared the delicious
barbecue brisket which was served
along withmany tasty side dishes.

The reunion will be held again
next Juneat Roitsch's Camp.

Paul and Pauline Lehmann Teinert
were descendants of the Wendish im

migrants who came to Texas in 1854
and settled at Serbin and the sur

rounding area. Paul Teinert was the
son of John Teinert and his wife,
Christianc Winzer. John was the son

of Karl Teinert and his third wife,
Anna Symmy. Karl Teinert was one
of the Wendish leaders. He was in
strumental in organizing Holy Cross
Lutheran Church at Warda. Today,
his descendants arc still active in the

church, wherever they might live.
The group is proud of their Wendish
heritage and of their 134 years in
Texas.
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Making history
HtraUt-Ztiiung, New Braunfels. Texas

r

Loretta Dueweke. owner ol the Antique Haus Bed and Breakfast at
Commerce and Union, hosted a celebration for Paul Hanz after he
completed this gazebo on the site where a gazebo once stood behind
the house, builtin 1909 by the Stratemann family for the Stratemann
Livery and Mortuary. Mr. Hanz,a retiredhosierymill worker, owned
thehouse from 1955 to 1981and enjoyswoodworking as a hobby. He
built a modelof the gazebo before constructing the structure at his
home. He moved pieces of the EichelHaus ("Acorn House") to the
Aniique Haus and rebuit it there; it is decorated with acorns. Elsie
Stratemann-AJves,who was bom inthe house and later marriedthere,
was on hand for the dedicationof the gazebo to Mr. Hanz. (Photoby
Deryl Clark)

Herald-Zeffunp. Now Braunlels, Texas

House warming

Event sponsored by
Dr. Edith F. Bondi
1400 Hermann Drive
Houston, Texas 77(X%
711/668-5885

ANNOUNCEMENT

JANUARY 22, 1989

2:00 fW to *:00 PM

CHILDREN'S ARBCR DAY CELEBRATION

AC "'

Make a note of this date! You, your friends, the media and particularly
children-«re invited to celebrate Arbor Day in a unique way:

Gather at the United Orthodox Synagogues, South Braeswood at CreenwiI low in

Houston, for an opportunity to mix the delights of more than a dozen harpists,

five to fourteen years of age, with the timeless question of how to make the

desert bloom. Little Harpists of Houston will perform; Scott Reiss will come

in specially from Washington, D.C. to present Wooden Flutes Today; and

the U. S. Department of Agriculture will show how through the Texas - Israel

Exchange large tracts of dry Texas land are becoming fertile.

For Information Contact: Dr. Martin Reiner, Executive Director

South Main Center Association

I200 Binz, Suite 180

Houston, Texas 7700'»

7I3 / 524-54M

GuettlerReunion Is
Held In Round Top

The Guettler family met at the
American Legion Hall in Round Top,
Sunday, June 19 for their annual
family reunion. Opening the meeting
was Annie Bell Scholtz. Attendees

contributed food and beverages for a
pot luck dinner.

After dinner, a meeting was held to
discuss die members of die Guettler

family. Oldest and youngest at
tendees were Ida Flockc 94 years and
Kristah Lynn Miller 2 1/2 years.
Since die last meeting, Alfred Flocke

Thursday. August 25.1968

and Herbert Guettler had passed
away. Lawrence Guettler travelled
the longest distance 10attend, having
flown in from Montgomery Al.

The group decided to hold their
reunion next year again at the
American Legion Hall in Round Top
in early June on a Sunday.

Glenn Roy Guelder of Houston
was elected president and is to or
ganize next year's reunion. His
daughter-in-law, Jill Guelder, will
serve as secretary-treasurer.

Family affair

At the celebration of the opening of the Lohse-Flscher House
at Conservation Plaza are Joyce and Billy A. Fletcher with Ruth
and Dr. Fred Fischer. The Fletchers will be residents and

caretakers of the house, given to the Heritage Society by the
Fischers. Members of the society welcomed the two families
with an alternoon party at the fachwerk-walled house. Fletcher
is a retired law enforcement officer and Mrs. Fletcher Is a

practicing licensed vocational nurse.

"Watch the birdie" Robert Warnecke tells I

formal opening of the Lohse-Flscher Hous<
Conservation Plaza. Warnecke and Mike

building contractors for the restoration of tl
which is the latest addition to the Plaza. At I
(Photo by Frances Bridges)
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Solly Buchanan (Uft) que.Hon. Curtis Ounn,^l*****'
"hot11m" ashi.wife, Kothleen, enjoys theGrand Prix party.

Son Antonio EXPRESS-NEWS — Saturday, September 3, Iy«a

J<

Conservation Society members Ursula Carlborg (left), Dan Lois Kosub (left). Bill Huddleston and Conservation Society President Ux Oavies
Hlllsman and Janet Francis hoist their commemorative "bier" >toast the society's now Gorman Bier Garten in La Villita. Oavies predicts it will
mugs at mo new German 'garten' in La Villita.

The checkered flag was waved
firmly over two entertaining events
Friday night as excitement revved
up for the secondannualgreat Grand
Prix Race and official party week
end.

The San Antonio Conservation So
ciety unvededa brand-new split-level
German Bier Garten presenting en
tertainment, refreshments and shade
right in the middle of the cheery La
VUlita food festivities.

Announced by energetic Prussian
taped music, the area featured (a
cadedbooths resembling an uprooted
German hamlet.

Society members Janet Francis
R«ry Flores, Bill Hoddlestea, Dan
Hlllsman and Ursula Carlberg
dressed in spiffy native costume to
serve up vitari. a fruit smoothie, and
shola, a wine cooler. Beer was of
fered in a special souvenir commem
orative mug to wash down smoking
ontwurst and giant pretzels. The

become another NIOSA.

Deborah
Monger

Partyline

most popular dessert was a won
drous wedge of watermelon.

•This is named 'Sauerkraut Bend'
and it is the society's effort to pre
serve a part of San Antonio's heri
tage wlule contributing to the cele
brations during the Grand Prix
race." said President Liz Davks of
her uttle kaiser kingdom.

Member Barbara Banter added,
"All the proceeds from this will go
for our preservation projects, so we
hopeeveryone willcome downto La
Villitaand join us."

On the Scene
Photos by Al Coballero

Dessert booth chairman Rory Flores (left) discussos the success of
the GormanBierGarten with sauerkraut booth chairman Mickey
Hlllsman.

EXPRESS-NEWS, Son Antonio, Texas, Monday, October 17, 1988

Schertz residents write city's colorfulhistory
By SCOTT HUDOUSTON
t»pr«tt*4rwt StartWrW

Residents of Schertz are teaming
up to write a book they hope will be
come a definitive source on the city's
colorful history.

The book will cover Schcrtz's
early days, when the first Texas
Rangers roamed the area to ward off
Indians and the site was called "Cut
off" because floods would shut off
supply routes from San Antonio.

The Schertz Historical Association
will meet at 7:30 p.m. Monday in the
Schertz library, 608 Schertz Park-

Suburbs
way, to discuss plans for the book.

The 15-member group plans to in
terview descendants of the city's
original settlers and Is looking for old
photographs and volunteers.

"We hope to go back at least as
far as the 1820s, when the first Ger
man emigrants arrived," said
Schertz Business Club President Jim
Shriver, who fonned the historical
group over the summer.

The book will be financed by local
firms and will benefit the library,
which will handle sales, Shriver said.

Much has been written about Jo
seph Schertz, who was 62 when he
and his family came from the Al
sace-Lorraine region of Europe ln
the 1840s.The city is named after Jo
seph's son, Sebastian, who started
fanning the area after the Civil War.

A railroad purchased land for a
train depot from the Schertz family
In 18Mand honored Sebastian by giv
ing the farming community his

Littk> has been published, how
ever, about the extent ol tin- Han
gers' early role in the area.

Former city manager Jim Gil-
more's recommended that Kami
Road 3009 be renamed Jack Hays
Boulevard, after the famous Hunger
commander He said lla;,.-. often
camped in Schertz while fighting the
Mexican army and leadu >; "punish
ment raids" against the Cuniancltcs
and Apaches

GUmore also said Jim llcmie was
once given a Spanish land grant for a
large portion of what is now
Schcrtz's North Side,

%3
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The Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Inc. is a
non-profit organization dedicated to researching, col
lecting and disseminating data relating to German
auxiliaries to the British Crown, who fought in the
Revolutionary War, and their descendants. Allobjects,
documents, books and materials owned by the
Association are available for research and examination

by the public at the Lancaster County HistoricalSociety
in Pennsylvania, which is the official depository of the
Association's records.

Hundreds of letters are received annually from Hessian
descendants and historians in the United States and
Germany. Our Association has become the leading
vehicle for Hessian research. Each new Journal opens
new avenues for exploring historical data lyingdormant
for hundreds of years.

A HESSIAN LIBRARY

Someof the earlyJSHA publications are out of print
and have become collectors* items. To readers who
do not have someof the later Journals an inducement
is made to purchase four,Journals at a combination
special price.

Four Journals for only $24.00 ($30.00 Value)
1980 Journal Vol. 1, No. 4 - Per Copy: $6.50
1981 Journal Vol. 2, No. 1 - Per Copy: $8.00
1982 Journal Vol. 2, No. 2 - Per Copy: $7.50
1984 Journal Vol. 2, No. 4 - Per Copy: $8.00

PRE-PUBLICATION SALE

(A big $10.00 value, 3 in 1 Volume.)

Journals for the years 1977,1978 and 1979 and the
1986 Monograph are sold out. Reprint orders are
being taken for the 3 Journals in 1 volume

COST OF 1988

JOURNAL TO NON-

MEMBERS $8.00
plus handling $1.50.

FREE
1988 JOURNAL

TO ALL MEMBERS

KNOW THESE FACTS

200th Anniversary in 1989 of the first newspaper
published in Georgetown. Charles Fierer, a former
Hessian Officer, was the publisher.

200th Anniversary in 1989 of the first Masonic
Lodge inGeorgetown. Fiererwas the first Worshipful
Master.

200th Anniversary in 1988 of the first Continental
Barracks approved by the United States. Built in
Rutland, Massachusetts to quarter over 3000 British
and Hessian Convention troops.Archaeological digis
proposed for the site.

Karl Fuhrer (Charles Fierer) is the only previous
Hessian officer who was elected into original
membership of The Society of the Cincinnati in
1783.

IN THIS ISSUE
lk<T

• Peter Coons, The Brunswicker Kenneth S. Jones
Front cover, only complete copy of indenture of
a Brunswicker in the Revolution

• Hungarian, Hessian, American John Shinpaugh
Case history of Lorenz Schoenbacher

• Profiles Mark A. Schwalm
Case history of GeorgeLudwigRuppert
Case history of Johann Wodgen Engelhaupt

• The True German Mercenaries Mark A. Schwalm
German soldiers who served in the British
regiments in North America during the
Revolutionary War

•Journal of the Hessian FieldJaeger Corps
Bruce E. Burgoyne

• Our Schwalm Cousins Mark A. Schwalm
A story of Horatio C Schwalm of Cuba

• Karl Friedrick Fuhrer Kenneth S.Jones
Prisoner, Patriot, Publisher-final chapter,
see previous Journal

• Historical Echoes Kenneth S.Jones
Odds and ends of Hessian history

• School Days
George H. Schwalm, N. Daniel Schwalm

Schwalm family descendants
• All in the Family

George H. Schwalm, N. Daniel Schwalm
Schwalm family descendants

• A Plucky Relative Anonymous
Interesting story about a girl relative

Associate Members of the Johannes Schwalm
Historical Association, Inc.

Toorder clip this form and mailwith check payable to:
Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Inc., or
J.S.H.A., Box99, Pennsauken, New Jersey 08110

Name

Address

Position ____

City State Zip

Telephone: ( )

1988 Associate Membership $15.00__
Four Issues - Combination Special...$24.00
Copies of Vol. 1, No. 4 (1980) .... $ 6.50
Copies of Vol. 2, No. 1 (1981) $ 8.00
Copies of Vol. 2, No. 2 (1982) $ 7.50
Copies of Vol. 2, No. 3 (1983) $ 8.00
Copies of Vol. 2, No. 4 (1984) $ 8.00
Copies of Vol. 3, No. 1 (1985) $ 8.00
Copies of Vol. 3, No. 2 (1986) $ 8.00
Copies of Vol. 3, No. 3 (1987) $ 8.50
Copies of Vol. 3, No. 4 (1988) $ 8.00
3 in 1 Volume, 1977,1978,1979. .$10.00
Copies of Catalogue
"The Hessians of Lewis Miller".... $15.00

Enclose an additional $1.50 for
handling & shipping $1.50

Check enclosed for
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Mk
CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR WASHINGTON CEMETERY CARE, INC.

12800-83 Briar Forest* Houston. Texas 77077

The fall meeting of CCWCC will be held on the third Sunday in September, as usual:
2:30 p.m. Sunday, September 18, 1988

Central Congregational Church, 1311 Hoiman, Houston

Two items of special interest at this meeting:
(1) Election of three directors, for three-year terms;
(2) Presentation of the Washington Cemetery Centennial Book.

Yes, it's finally herel After many, many hours of research, "telephoning, typing, and
proofreading, the book is nearlng completion. Although 1t will not be possible to have
the books printed before the meeting, we expect to have one copy available at that time.

The following sections are included: history of the German Society Cemetery of Houston
from Its beginnings 100 years ago to the present, maps of the cemetery showing names of
all plot owners and the location of each plot, a listing of over 225 veterans known to
be burled here (including their rank, branch of service, and war, if known), and, most
importantly, biographies of over 800 persons laid to rest here (submitted by their fam
ilies and friends). It is nearly 300 pages, including a complete surname Index. The
following families are among those included in the biographical section:

Albinus, Alvarez, Artusy, Autrey, Bartells, Bartsch, Basham, Beall, Bender, Benigen, Benson, Betz, Borgstrom,
Branard, Braun, Bruder, Bugh, Buhse, Bussey, Carl, Castlebery, Clark, Clarke, Clede, Connor, Cook, Coward,
Crabbe, Cramer, Cudlipp, Culmore, Curtin, Cutting, Deutsch, Dietrich, Dietze, Dletzschold, Disbrow, Drake,
Duke, Dwyer, Ertz, Fenn, Ferguson, Fischer, Flanagan, Fleig, Fleming, Fox, Frels, Furman, Gammell, Garcia,
Garess, Gause, Gehring, Goggan, Greulich, Guy, Hamilton, Banks, Haxthausen, Hayes, Heitman, Heitmarm,
Hennessy, Heuter, Hill, Hillendahl, Hitchcock, Hohbs, Hoenecke, Holdgraf, Hopkins, Hudgins, Huebotter, Use,
Isensee, Ivy, Jaenecke, Jantzen, Johnson, Jones, Keller, Kelley, Kifer, Klrllcks, Kbhlhauff, Kreger, Kreiter,
Kroning, Kuerbis, Lackner, Ladwig, Leopold, Little, Ioeffler, Long, Loughridge, Marti, MoGarrity, Hedlenka,
Millard, Minster, Moeser, MoUc, Monaghan, Moodyman, Moore, Moroney, Moy, Mrosko, Murphy, Neitsch, O'Reilly,
Oberle, Owens, Painter, Pangburn, Panzram, Parker, Patterson, Peterson, Pickell, Pospisil, Powers, Puis,
Pumel, Quarterman, Quensel, Quinby, Randn, Rasch, Remcnal, Riess, Roesler, Ross, Sachs, Sandburg, Sauter,
Schiefer, Schifer, Schlegel, Schlupinsky, Schmidt, Schneider, Seelye, Sharman, Silber, Slaughter, Smith,
St. Clair, Stech, Stein, Steiner, Stock, Terpa, Tharp, Thayer, Thomas, Thonig, Townsen, Tschoertner, Tull,
Turner, Vahl, Waegner, Walther, Warburton, Warnecke, Waters, Watson, Walls, White, Whitfield, Wilkening,
Williams, Wilson, Wittenberg, Wottrich, Youngst, Zaboroski; and many, many more.

The price will be $19.50 per copy, plus $2.50 each for postage and handling. However,
we have an early-bird special: 15Z discount on orders received by October 15—that 1s,
$16.50 plus postage. Those who live in Houston may save mailing costs by picking up
their books at the cemetery one Sunday in early November. You will be notified of the
exact date by telephone. Please note: This will be a United printing. Avoid disap
pointment—reserve your copy nowl

Name

Address

City,State, Zip

No. of copies

No. of copies

Postage:

Phone

x $16.50 (before Oct. 15)

x $19.50 (after Oct. 15)

x $ 2.50

Total amount enclosed:

Please make check payable to CCWCC, Inc., and mail to:
CCWCC History Book
7546 Brushwood Drive, Houston, TX 77088

Delivery Method:

Mail

Pick up*

* Please provide phone
number so we can

give you the date.
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COMING IN DECEMBER

INDIAN WARS

AND

Pioneers of Texas.

JOHN HENRY BROWN.

m

JOHN HENRY BROWN'S

THE INDIAN WARS AND PIONEERS

OF TEXAS

First published in 1896 with 762 pages,
125 photographic plates and weighing
over 7 pounds. Contains hundreds of
biographical sketches of 19th century
Texas pioneers.

"This is Brown's most important book
and one of the best works on Texas
Indian Fighters and early pioneers."
—Jenkins BASIC TEXAS BOOKS

Brown came to Texas in the days of
the Republic and was an eyewitness to
many of the events that he describes.
He was editor of or worked on news
papers in Austin, Galveston, Belton,
Indianola and Victoria. He was also

active in politics, serving as a state
legislator and as Mayor of Dallas.

This new edition will be an exact
facsimile of the original plus a new
detailed proper name index. Long
out of print and priced over $1000
on the rare book market, this new
reprint will be published in a limited
edition of only 750 copies.

Surnames of persons of German origin among the biographical sketches are:

Adler-Ahrenbeck-Braches-Blum-Brosig-Boerner-Bonnet-Blumberg-Bauer-Bender
Bel.er"le-Clemens-Coreth-Carstanjen-Dietert-Dosch-Elmendorf~Eckhardt-Elbel
Eikel-Ebeling-Esser-Fischer-Faltin-Fordtran-Forcke-Guenther-Groos-Gerfers
Gruene—Griesenbeck-Grossgebauer-Hirsch-Haerter-Hausser-Hanisch-Holekamp
Hampe-Harz^Harris-Kalteyer-Kempner-Kleberg-Keonnecke-Karger-Koch-Knibbe
Kott-Kleck-Kreigner-Keidel—Kljemme-Lasker-Leasch-Leistikow-Ludwig-Lutcher
Landa-Moye-Markward-Marx-Miller-Meyer-Nimitz-Oppenheimer-Ohlrich-Obst
Pieper-Pantermuehl-Perner-Preiss-von Rosenberg-Runge-Rompel-Remler-Richter
Rust-SangerwSchumacher-Schmidt-Stein-Sueltenfuss-Serger-Startz-Schaefer
Schnabel-Scherff-Schwope-Schandna-Shaw-Theis-Tolle-Voelcker-Vanderstucken
Voges-Vogt-Vogel-Wahrenbectjer-Wollschlaeger-Weidner-Weinheimer-Wahonurld
Weber-Zimpelman-Zfpp

A special pre-publication price of $85 will be in effect until December 1,
1988. After that date the price will be $125.00. To obtain your copy send
$94.45 before December 1 or $138.25 after that date to State House Press
P.O. Drawer 15247, Austin, Texas, 78761. Prices include state tax and
shipping.
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GERMAN POEMS IN ENGLISH

by Gilbert J. Jordan

In the spring and summer numbers of the German-Texan Heritage Society Newsletter ap
peared two short essays by me on translating German verse into English. The first dealt with
folkloric verse and the second presented some translations of Schiller's drama Wilhelm Tell.
In this, the third and final essay on the same subject, I will present some well-known GeTfian
lyrics and my verse translations of the poems. Of course, lyric poetry presents some problems
in translation, but with special efforts and imagination even the difficult poems can be tran
scribed into English versions that maintain the imagery, meter, and rhyme of the original po
ems. Let us take for example poems by Goethe, Rilke, and Morgenstern, along with my English
versions. First we will present a few poems by Goethe.

Gedichte sind gemalte Fensterscheiben!
Sieht man vom Markt in die Kirche hinein,
Da ist alles dunkel und dQster;
Und so sieht's auch der Herr Philister.
Der mag denn wohl verdriesslich sein
Und lebenslang verdriesslich bleiben.

Kommt aber nur einmal herein,
Begrusst die heilige Kapelle!
Da ist's auf einmal farbig helle.
Geschicht' und Zierat glanzt in Schnelle,
Bedeutend wirkt ein edler Schein;
Dies wird euch Kindern Gottes taugen,
Erbaut euch und ergetzt die Augen!

Poems are like stained-glass window lights,
From without we fails to see the sights,
All seems dark within the church and dreary;
Thus the pedant sees it and is weary,
Well may he be vexed and happy never,
Vexed and sour may he be forever.

But if you should come into the shrine,
Greet the holy chapel in its glories,
Then at once the many colors shine,
And the decorations tell their stories.
Every noble ray brings memories;
Here, oh sons of God, the service lies,
Edify yourselves and feast your eyes.

WANDERERS NACHTLIED, II by Goethe

Uber alien Gipfeln
Ist Ruh,
In alien Wipfeln
Spurest du
Kaum einen Hauch;
Die Vogelein schweigen im Walde.
Warte nur, balde
Ruhest du auch.
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WANDERER'S EVENING SONG, II

Over all the hilltops
Is peace,
In all the treetops
Winds will cease

Or scarcely blow;
The birds are asleep in the trees.
Wait, soon like these
Sweet peace you'll know.

RAINER MARIA RILKE, HERBST

Die Blatter fallen, fallen wie von weit,
als welkten in den Himmeln feme Garten
sie fallen mit verneinender Gebarde.

Und in den Nachten failt die schwere Erde
aus alien Sternen in die Einsamkeit.

Wir alle fallen. Diese Hand da fallt.
Und sieh dir andre an: es ist in alien.

Und doch ist Einer, welcher dieses Fallen
unendlich sanft in seinen Handen halt.

AUTUMN

The leaves are falling, falling from afar,
as if far gardens withered in the sky",
they fall resigned in motions of negation.

And in the nights the heavy earth's rotation
falls into solitude from every star.

We all must fall. My hand will fall no less,
and look at others, too: it is in all.

And yet there's One who always holds this fall
Within His hands in lasting gentleness.

RAINER MARIA RILKE'S ICH FURCHTE MICH SO VOR DER MENSCHEN WORT

Ich furchte mich so vor der Menschen Wort.
Sie sprechen alles so deutlich aus:
und dieses heisst Hund und jenes heisst Haus,
und hier ist Beginn und das Ende ist dort.

Mich bangt auch ihr Sinn, ihr Spiel mit dem Spott,
sie wissen alles, was wird und war;
Kein Berg ist ihnen mehr wunderbar;
Ihr Garten und Gut grenit grade an Gott.

57/
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Ich will immer warnen und wehren: Bleibt fern.
Die Dinge singen nor ich so gem.
Ihr rUhrt sie an; sie sind starr und stumm.
Ihr bringt mit alle die Dinge um.

I AM SO AFRAID OF THE WORDS OF MEN.

I am so afraid of the words of men.

They call all things by name and sound;
And this is a house, and that is a hound;
They know the beginning and what comes then.

I also fear how they mock and prate;
They know what was and what will be;
The mountains have lost their mystery;
Their gardens go right to the heavenly gate.

I would always warn: Stay far away.
I like to hear things sing and play.
You touch them; and they lose their speech;
You kill all things, and they're out of reach,

Ml-

CHRISTIAN MORGENSTERN'S DER SCHAUKELSTUHL AUF DER VERLASSENEN TERRASSE

"Ich bin ein einsamer Schaukelstuhl
und wackel im Winde, im Winde.

Auf der Terrasse, da ist es kQhl,
und ich wackel im Winde, im Winde.

Und ich wackel und nackel den ganzen Tag.
Und es nackelt und rackelt die Linde.
Wer Weiss, was sonst noch wohl wackeln mag,
Im Winde, im Winde, im Winde."

THE ROCKING CHAIR ON THE DESERTED TERRACE

"I am a lonely rocking chair,
Just rocking in the wind, in the wind.

Out on the terrace, in the cool air,
I'm rocking in the wind, in the wind.

And I'm rocking and clocking my time away,
While the linden is rocking and mocking.
Who knows what else might rock all day
In the wind, in the wind, in the wind.
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Historic P«ultklrch« Reopened in Ceremony

The jewel of our nation," Bundestag President Philipp
Jenningcrcalled Uie Paulskirchc in Frankfurt. There arc few
buildings in Germanyofcomparable significance tothis sym
bol ofGerman democracy, he said.

Speaking at a ceremony reopening the historic church
Tuesday (September 27) after a20-month, DM 235 million
restoration, Jenningcr evoked the Revolution of1848 asthe
beginning of the battle for unity and freedom. He paid
tribute tothefirst freely elected German parliament, which
convened inthePaulskirchc thatyear towork outaconstitu-
tion. The return to democracy after 1945 wasnot a matter
ofcourse, hesaid, but "to acertain extent agift from thewar
time adversaries." Hesse Prime Minister Walter Wallmann
also spoke atthe ceremony, recalling those who had given
their lives inthestruggle for justice, democracy andfreedom
in Germany.

Rollei offers photo seminar HeraKJ-Zarffunff. New Br«unlel». T«»aa

Rollel Fototechnlc GmbH ol

West Germany, through Its
United States distributor H.P.

Marketing Corp., and Seidel
Camera Shop, local Rollei
dealers, are co-sponsoring

"An Evening with Rollei"
Sept. 16 at the Hotel Faust.

The Eyenlng with Rollei
begins at 6:30 p.m. with a buf
fet dinner in the main dining
room, followed by many
multi-media photographic
presentations and seminars.

Anyone wishing to attend
the seminar may contact
Seidel Camera at 625-5524.

Tickets are $15 per person.

Saturday will feature a
breakfast buffet at the Faust,

followed by a Rollei sale and
demonstration at Seidel

Camera at 9 a.m.

Rollei has been manufac

turing photographic equip
ment since 1929 and has been

a leader in photo equipment
design. The complete photo
line will be presented at the
workshop and seminar, along
with additional European
photo products that are being
presented in the United

States lor the first time.

Die Paulskirchc. llii zum Jahre 17S6 Hand auf dcm Paulsplatze das
Barfulierklolter, dcflcn Mbnche 1;19 fidi dcr Reformation angefdiloflcn
haticn. Ihre Kirdic wurde zur luihcrildicn Hauptkirchc crhoben, in dcr
audi Joh. Philipp Jacob Spcncr, der V.itcr des dcutfdicn Pictismus, ifififi
bis 1686 als Senior wirktc. ln den KloUcrgcbaudcn war das Gymnafium
untcrgebracht. 17S6 wurde nach dcr NicdcrlcKung dcr ^otildien Kloflcr-
kirdic mit dcm Neubau dcr P.iulskirdic nadi den Pl.incn des Siadtbau-
mciltcrs Licbhardt begonncn. Der Bau konntc allcrdings erfl iSjj voll-
endet wcrden. Am 18. M.uz 1848 zogen die Abgcordnctcn der crilcn dcut
fdicn Nationalvcrlammlung hincin, um bis zum Somm:r 1S49 ihre Sit-
zungen in ihm abzuhaltcn. So wurde die Paulskirdie zum Symbol dcr
dcutidicn Einheit und Prcihcit. 1916 erriditctcn Prankfurts Burger dem
crften Pralidcntcn der dcutfdicn Rcpublik an der Oflwand des Turmes
cin Dcnkmal, cincn fich rcckcndcn n.icktcn Jungmann, in Bronze gefcrtigt
von Richard Sdieibc.

Some Vegetable Cures. •*,
Water creti li an excellent blood purl

Her. ' . . .
Lettuce bit a nootblusr- fineet on the

.niTvea and li excellent tor aufferora from
li.tniuulo

Toiuntoes are good fur aitropld !lr<r,
bui eliould be avoided by gefuty pejp'.e.

Nplnneb bun ureal npcrlent qualities and
la far better tbini medicine fur sufferers
Irom coiiatt|iiitloii. It Is also excellent for
kidney trouble*.

lieet root Is fattening und ^ood for peo-
l>ie who W11lit tu put on flesh. Ho are
potatoes.

I'ur8lil|i| possess the game virtues ni
i.;ir.Mi|).-n lll.i , 1

Apples, carrot* nml Brutll nuts nre ox-
I'fllcllt for BUffoi.TM 1ruin constipation.

Apples und eurruls nKn Imve a benefl-
• In I eifeei on gouty per>ouH.

It •«• r-:irrol.< inn1 IiiiIIkl'XIIuii- When
c.-.U-il tliey Kill .111. IINllilUii.

Cciei"V i-ontiihii, -nipliur nml In-lps 1 1
war.j off rliriiinulln'ii It l« alao n uerm
t.)nl.-.

Dale* nre evi-eilluglj u..iiri>liin^ iui.1
|.<alhe.

The Juice ".' grape* i- iniatltr. Iml Ine
•kill and seed* an- likely to en use e.ni.sll-
p..ti.)ii.

RnnnllllM 1:1- l-eiiefl-lal lo kiifferji 1 11 em
Che*I i-o li>|. 1:11111M

Olll'IIIS flltlllxll III.- IIIOMt ..I! I1I1I1I 'I " I li • II 10
f..r nervous 11 roslin 11011 uud all other n.nve
ilitorilera; iliey hare u Hoothliig prion i.:i
Col'HIIIliplivn, mid aie eirellrut for eolda,
toughs mid aeiirvi They have been
known to cure In plippe and piieumonlu.
I'lllODI illso ::11- pieveutu lives 0' losoiu-
nla

Cr.inlifrrles serve •• cures for malaria
uii«1 erysipelas.

Parsley In an ex.-ellpnl uld lo dlgpstlon ;
'vnru eaten wlili a hearty meal it Mill
P'l'imi dyspepsia

Straw hi-rrlca ami onions produce n
u.'.-iiin- u lilloi|.<s iii 1lie roniplexlon.

A-parayu-.- slin.iili.leK ihe kidneys, uud
by III*- ernlM.. 1111 ..r.l.Ml (belli, •ttniftheiM
ll.ein ami Hill* bei'omes one of iU- luo&t"
Important kidney oures. Aspurugm n!*-J
• auaes pcrsplnitlnn. thereby cleausln- ina
•.jf-fiii of Impurities,

(nbluge helpa tu purify tbe blool
In. Q. A It. llolion mentions n cure tf-

teeted by permitting Hie patient, who irm
Buffering: from bilious colitis, t0 drlna
huimTlk when he crated It.-Nation*"
lood .'i;i,:.:. .ii.

Felix and Dina Grona's
Medicine Book

Our family's large medicine book
by Dr. A. W. Chase with many
chapters devoted to how to pre
pare foods for patients had
placed in it this clipping out
of one of the San Antonio daily
newspapers on

"Some Vegetable Cures"

There is no date indicated but
it would have been after 1901
when my parents were married (in
Gillespie County). The article
was saved by my mother Mrs.
Felix Grona (nee Dina Ernst).

Submitted by:
Asta Ernst Grona, Member GTHS
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Legion German-Czech Fest
Accordian Contest Winners
The third annual Schulenburg

American Legion German-Czech
F'cst played to a full house of spec
tators and dancers on Saturday,
Aug. 6. Those attending had noth
ing butpraises for all the perform
ers who performedat the Fest.

The groups that performed in
cluded the East Bernard Czech
Singers, the New Braunfels Folk
Dancers and the San Antonio
Liederkranz. In addition, the accor
dian contestants showed their talent
and skills in playing the accordian.
The winners in the professional di
vision were Jim Golich. Houston,

first; Benny Krpcc ol East Bernard,
second; and Belly Sachs of Round.
Top, third. The amateur division
was won by Ronny Sachs o( Round
Top, first: Felix Pavlas of Schu
lenburg, second; and Frank Milder
of El Campo, third. The Red
Ravens dance band closed out the
Fest providing some good polka
and waltz tunes for dancing and
foot-tapping.

The Schulenburg American Le
gion Post is looking forward to an
even bigger and better German-
Czech Fest next year.

Winners and those presenting awards in the German-Czech Fest accordian
contest in the amateur division included (from left) Claude Marty, Legion
commander; Frank Milder of El Campo, third; Felix Pavlas of Schulenburg,
second; Ronny Sachs of Round Top, first; and Evelyn Vomsand, chairper
son of the contest committee.

In the professional division of the accordian contest, winners and awards
presenters were (from left) Evelyn Vomsand, chairperson of the contest
committee; Betty Sachs of Round Top. third; Benny Krpcc of East Bernard,
second; Jim Golich of Houston, first; and Claude Marty, American Legion
commander.

Berlin's AmericaMemorial Library to Grow

Berlin (West) Senator for Construction and Housing
Gcorg Wittwer met with a group of American architects
Thursday (June 2) in the city to discuss the group's participa
tion in a contest for the design ofan addition tothe city's
America Memorial Library. The library was originally
designed byGerman architects and builtbetween 1952 and
1954 with agift ofDM 4 million from the American people.
Atitsopening the facility, with some 90,000 volumes acces
sible on open stacks, was the most modern library inthe
Federal Republic. An additional 9500 square meters of
space willbe constructed at an estimated cost of DM 54mil
lion. Up to350,000 volumes will beavailable in open stacks
and 100,000 to150,000 will beavailableonloan tothegeneral
public.

Anniversaries
m>

120forZion
Texas-Louisiana Lutheran/September I9H8

Zton Lutheran Church of Cuero will observe adouble anniversary on Oct 2
—its 120th year of organization and its 50th year in the present building

The Rev. Randy R. Wendt. pastor, will lead a special service ofre-dedica-
tion on Oct. 2, concurrent with American Mission Sunday, in order to empha
sis thecongregation's activity in thecommunity.

The congregation actually formed on Nov. 1. 1868, though the actual dedi
cation of the building did take place on Oct. 2.1938.

It was built with labor from members, with each male member required
to work at least 10 days on the construction. All of the work wasdone with
hand tools and horse-drawn scrapers which were used to dig the basement
Thefacility remains much the same todayas when it wasbuilt.

100 at Salem
Salem Lutheran Church, Austin,

(Onion Creek) will have its 100th an
niversary October 2.

Its first meeting was in Schoedel's
blacksmith shop in the fall of 1888
with 12 families gathered.

The Rev. Melton Bulgerin, former
pastor will speak at the 10:30 a.m.
service with Holy Communion and a
praise service will be at 2 p.m. A
barbecue meal will be served after
the morning service. Former mem
bers, pastors and friends are invited.
(Those planning to come for the
meal are asked to contact Salem Lu
theran Church, 6701 Lockhart Hwy.,
Austin, TX 78744 or call (512) 243-
1354.) The present pastor is James P.
Burnett.

Salem Lutheran Church is 10 miles
southof downtown Austinon FM 812 just off Hwy183 south.

75th at First
The First Evangelical Lutheran Church ofOrange Grove, Texas celebrat

ed its 75th anniversary June 26.
Pastor Wayne Menking of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ft. Worth was the

guest speaker. Wayne is the son of former Orange Grove pastor, the late
KermitMenking andGeorgia Menking Black.

Acatered meal was served at noon followed by a church reunion and spe
cial events program. Former pastors, friends and relatives shared the cele
bration.

The Rev. Joe Kraatz is presently serving the Orange Grove congregation.
THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD Friday, July 1, 1988

Munke Reunion Held
AtAmmannsville

The 1988 reunion of the Christian
Munke/Margaretha Laux Munke
family was held at the KJT Hall in
Ammannsville, Sunday. June 5, with
88 descendants and friends present.
The John Munke branch of the fami
ly hosted ihe gathering, with Bessie
Fietsam Bean and Imogene Fieisam
Williamsofficiating.

Anne Keiner Fietsam offered grace
before a delicious covered dish noon
meal. Following the meal, Bessie
Bean welcomed all in attendance and
die business meeting was held.

Two family members passed away
during 1987, Paul Stichler and Albert
Kneifel. Also it was called to the at
tention of the gathering that Agusta
Munke Kuhn had passed away on
September 21, 1986, and that this an
nouncement was not included in the

1987 proceedings. A few moments of
silence for personal prayer were ob
served.

Awards were given to: Theresa Ul
lrich for greatest distance traveled-
(612 miles); Charlie Lucders, oldest
man (86 years); Emma Wick, the ol
dest woman (88 years); Steven
Hagens, youngest (7 months);
Adolph and Edna Hollas, married

Salem Lutheran

longest (59 years); and John and
Jackie Hagens, most recently
married. In addition, attendance
prizes were awarded to: Mary
Strichler, Jeanne Hicks, Lydia Fiet
sam, Gertrude Schwartz, Steven
Hagens, Ruby Antosh, Roger Smith,
Connie Smith. Donald Vahn, Jackie
Hagens, Bryan Thomas and Jeffrey
Wick.

Rodney Koenig of die Joseph
Munke family provided an informa
tive and interesting history of the
family's roots in Germany. Christian
Munke lived in Dunkelbcck bei
Peine, which is near Hanover, and
came to Texas on a sailing ship, the
V/eser on January 12, 1846. Mar-
garetha Laux was from Elz. She
came to Texas with her parents. Peter
and Rosina Laux on the Strabo, also
a sailing ship, in late 1845.

At theconclusionof the meeting, a
free will offering was collected to
provide working capital for next
year's get-together.Thc 1988 reunion
will again be held at the Amman-
nsville KJT Hall on the first Sunday
in June and will again be hosted by
the John Munke family.
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Butschek Family Had Reunion In Mftjlton

Vllr

The deacendanta of the Carl and
Wilhelmini Butachek family gath
ered for their 25th family reunion oo
Aug. 7 at St. Joseph's Hall in
MouJton.

Maaa waa celebrated at St. Jos
eph'sCatholic Church tor the Irving
and rWraaad members of the Carl
Butachei family.

At the hall an opening prayerwaa
given, followed by a dlfciBM noon
buffet. . -

Edgar J. ButacWk of Dallas
served as master of ceremonies with
aiihrtancc from Marjorie Hlavac of
Houston, who presented to the
family a history of ancestors.

Presfcisot Frank Butachek then
gjjgfejfrl w*ff»o«'«Dr«fdef. The
trranaa'a raport was given by
Ettxabatfc tc*L

Recogaitionwas given to each and
everyfamfly memberattending, with
special ramgnlrinns grvon to senior
uidy present, Annie Berger; senior
gentleman present, Alfred Christ;
and youngest member present. Boss
Jaaek, son of Michael and Maria
Jaaek. The longest married couple
was Alfred and Aaaae Cfcriaj of
17naawfi era. at 60 years, Whfie most
of the famuaM la attendance reside
in Texas, Virginia Caloote Spitzer
trarsied from ClarxsrilJe. feaaessee
and Bradley Butschek traveled from
La Grange, Georgia.

A "Heritage of the Bwschck
Family" book was presented by
bJstoriaaj Edgar J. Butschek and
Marjorie Jalavac Special cosrtribu-
tori ef rasormarion were Sister Mat*
Julia aVrtschck, WUHe aad Marjorie
Kama*, Matthew awl Pasakia But
achek. Edgar sad That Betachek,
strengthen the Butschek family heri
tage.

The family Is looking forward to
the 26th reunion to be held in
Monlton on Aug. 6. 1989.

The 29th annual Schwab Family Reunion was held Sunday August 28th at the
Hermann Sons Lodge in Seguin, Texas.
Registration started at 11 A.M. with 190 members present.
A covered dish lunch was served at 12:45 p.m.
Tables were decorated with a motif depicting the names of the ships on which

our ancestors came from Germany. This coincided with Theresa Gold's
speech.
Business meeting was called to order at 2 P.M. by Monroe Weyel, president,

with a roll call of officers. Mrs. Theresa Gold was introduced and gave a
very informative talk on how to do family research and how we should
appreciate our ancestors trials and sufferings in order to establish this
new country. Reading of the minutes was dispensed. The treasurer's report
was given and approved as read. Lorene Amerson and Rudy Voss were elected
Secretary and Vice-President by acclamation for the next 2 years. The 30th
anniversary reunion will be a catered meal which was met with approval by
all members. Music also was voted on and approved for next year. A memorial
service was held with Vivian Zipp as narrator. An opening prayer was read by
Monroe Weyel. Attendance prizes were awarded and recognition was given to
Mr. & Mrs. Hilmar Schwab-longest married-61 years
Mr. Bnil Feick-oldest person
Michael Roble-youngest person
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Funderburg-most recent married
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Hardin-Treveling farthest
Attendance prizes were donated by Bruno Schwab; Melvin Schwab;Mickey Schwab;
Herbert Ormond and Monroe Weyel. The picture contest was won by 1st place;
Gladys Nieman; 2nd place, Edline Boenig; 3rd place; Cecelia Schneider.
Meeting adjourned and numerous games of bingo was played and very much enjoyed.
Many nice bingo prizes were donated by more than 20 families, a list of which
I have included here.

Refreshments and gemuitlichkeit were enjoyed by all and reunion adjourned
by 5 p.m.

Anita Fischer, recording secretary

~7Lu~ U>^^^-~\ •'*<£

Tyrrasch, secretary
50 years for SASD

Rrgin.1 ryrra* h. *i. mirfcpd a.t ,i
secretary in the San Antonio School
District more than Mvcar.;

She was from a Canarv Inland
family, the Oluarris. 'on her
mother's side, and was the grand
daughter of Anton Wulff. an early
German settler, on her father's
side.

Her grandfather was a founder
of the German-English School,
which she attended. The Wulff
home,where her brother was bom
is headquarters for the San Antonio
ConservaUon Society.

Tyrrasch died Tuesday of car
diac arrest

. A San Antonio naUve. she was
one of four children. Her father was
a salesman who died young. She
graduated from Main Avenue High

She made oral historv tapes a
few years ago for the Insutute of
Texan Cultures. In these, she re
called attending movies in anearly
fcmplre Theater located where
Josfce's later was built
;- "6hewas very petite, very kind,
sweet and a devout Christian Scien
tist"said a niece, Carol T.Paveguo
o/ San Antonio. "Characteristic of
her German heritage, she was very
active, clean,neat and considerate.
.. "Such a kind person, she remem
bered all my H children on their
birthdays, and she did this for all

• itn-r

W..-.I Ah n I moved toSail Ullnnio,
** f..ur.d me .-. hnmc .-.earhers."

rwrasch was iircruzed and self-
disciplined She kept on her sched
ule and took care of everything
When she lived on King William
street, she knew all the neighbors
on her block.They entertained with
afternoon teas and sometimes
swam in the nver.

"My aunt was very thoughtful
and showed her love," said another
niece. Barbara T. Newsom of Cor-
tez. Colo. "A very Christian person,
she was really up on history and
told about her grandfather Wulfrs
going from Hamburg. N.Y.. to New
Braunfels

"When hearrived inSan Antonio,
he opened a mercantde establish
ment on Alamo Plaza and had a
wagon train to Mexico. She had
many friends, but most are gone
now. Newsom said.

Tyrrasch never married, but she
ministered to her mother, an uncle
and aunt They all livedin the same
house, and she was the head of the
household as they aged. Mostlived
Into their 90s.

Survivors include three nieces-
two nephews: and four cousins.

Services will be at S:J0 a.m.
Thursday in Porter LoringFun*ral
ChapeL Burial will beinCity Ceme
tery No. 1.

• :>l"

Steering committee members, from left. Cora
Jane Welsch, chairman Chere Stratemann and
Roxolin Krueger along with Sarah Reeves, not
pictured, are working on plans for the opening
gala on Nov.2 for the 1988 Heritage Exhibit. The
opening is a tribute to the 10-day exhibit which
has the theme "Welcome Home to Memories."

The exhibit will emphasize rural lifein the New
Braunfels area. The gala one of Ihe main fund
raisers for the Heritage Society. Proceedsare
used to operate the Museum of Texas Hand
made Furniture and to stage the annual
Heritage Exhibit during Wurstfest. (Photo by
Deryl Clark)
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GERMAN FAMILY NAMES

by Gilbert J. Jordan

The thousands of German family names can usually be recognized: 1. by their meaning,
like Vogel (Bird), and Braun (Brown), 2. by certain suffixes such as the -er in Backer (Ba
ker), 3. by the common use of certain words in compound nouns, like -berg in Blumberg (Flower-
mound), -mann in Zimmermann (Carpenter), -bein in Langbein (Longlegs), 4. by the similarity
to English names, for example: Busch, Fisch, Grun, Goldschmidt (Goldsmith), Steinweg (Stein-
way), etc. Normally you can tell what the names mean by taking a close look at the component
parts and their meanings, but there are also a few pitfalls where the parts were corrupted,
as when Bergheimer (person from Mountain Home) became Berghammer (Mountain Hammer). But more
about this later.

To get a clear picture of the many German family names, I classified them into seven
groups below and listed some of them alphabetically in these categories. The first group
comprises:

1. Descriptive Surnames, based on personal traits of character and appearance: Bieder-
mann (Honest Man), Fruehauf (Composed of Frueh plus auf, meaning Early Up or Early Riser),
Gottesmann (Man of God), Guttermann (Good Man), Gross(e) and Grote (Both mean large), Krumm-
bein (Bow Legs or Crooked Leg), Langbein (Long Legs), Schwarz (Black), Strackbein (Straight
Legs or Stiff Legs), and Weiss (White or light-complected).

2. Patronymic names, that derived from the father's name, are a small group, such as
Albrecht (compare to Albright), Franz (Frank), Friedrich (Frederick), Heinsohn (Heinz1s or
Henry's Son), Hermann (Herman), Joseph or Josef, and Jakob (Jacob).

3. Occupational or Professional Names: Amman (Magistrate), Ackermann (Field Man, Farmer),
Bauer (Farmer), Baumeister (Master Builder), Baumgartner (Orchard Keeper), Eisenhauer (Iron
Worker), Fenstermacher (Window Maker), Fleischhauer (Meat chopper, Butcher), Forster (For
rester), Fuhrmeister (Master driver, Coachman), Glasbrenner (Glassblower), Goldschmied (Gold
smith), Hackermann (Chopper, or perhaps a variant of Ackermann, Farmer), Hofmann (Courtier),
Jager (Hunter), Kaufmann (Merchant), Lehrer (Teacher), Meier, Meyer (Farmer, Mu'ller (Miller),
Richter (Judge), Schneider (Tailor, Taylor), Wagner (Cartwright, Wagon Maker), Zimmermann
(Carpenter).

4. Toponymic surnames, derived from the province, village or town of family origin:
Anderegg, (an dejr Ecke, at the corner), Blumberg (Flower Mountain), Blumehthal (Flowerdale),
Brandenburger (from Brandenburg), Bodenhammer, Bode'nheimer (from Bodenheim, Bottom or Valley
Home), Bremer (from Bremen), Danziger (from Danzig), Drachenberg (Dragon Mountain), Eggenber-
ger (from Eggenberg), Frankfurter (from Frankfurt), Furstenau (Prince Meadow), Gottwalt
(God's Forest), Hamburger (from Hamburg), Hildesheimer (from Hildesheim), Meusebach (Mouse
Brook), Langenacker (Longfield), Leipziger (from Leipzig), Reichenau (Rich meadow), Rosen
berg (Rosemount), Rosenthal (Rosedale), Schwarzenegger (from Schwarzenegg, Black Corner),
Sassmannshausen (from Settler, man, and house), Staubach (Dammed-up Brook), Stumberg(Silent
Mountain), Weissenberger (from Weissenberg, White Mountain),Wiener (Viennese, from Vienna).

5. Animal and Plant Names, mostly descriptive, but a few are spite names and some are
prestigious or complimentary names: Adler (Eagle), Buschhase(n) (Bush Rabbit), Fuchs (Fox),
Hafer (Oats), Hase, Haase, Hasse (Rabbit), Hirsch (Stag, Deer, Hart), Hogeboom (Hoher Baum,
Tall Tree), Hundt (Hound, Dog), Katz (Cat), Maus (Mouse), Vogel (Bird), Vogelmann (Birdman),
Vogelsang (Birdsong), Ochs (Ox).

6. Spite Names. Descriptions of bad features of personality or appearance: Dreyfuss
(Tripod, Three Foot, man with a cane), Hasenfuss (Rabbit's Foot),K'atzenellenbogen (Cat's

GTHS "Newsletter" Year 1988 Vol. 10 (X) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1988 German-Texan Heritage Society



elbow), Knoblauch (Garlic), Krummbein (Croocked Leg, Bow-Leg), Sauer (Sour), Schornstein
(Smoke Stack, Chimney), Strackfuss (Straight Foot or Stiffleg), Teufel (no problem here;
the word means Devil and is a rather mean spite name), Wurst (Sausage), and Zwiebel (Onion).

7. Prestigious or complimentary names: Held (Hero), Gottlieb (same as Amadeus, Be
loved of God), Goldberg (Gold Mountain), Perlmutter (Mother of Pearl), Suss (Sweet).

We stated above that there are a few pitfalls in interpreting family names, and we
listed as an example Berghammer, from Bergheimer. Other names were corrupted by false hy
phenation in English, as for example Flor-sheim for Flors-heim, with the typical -heim (home)
second syllable, and Frue-hauf for Frueh-auf. Or take the suffix -au, which means Aue
(Meadow). Thus we find Reiche-nau for Reichen-au (Rich meadow).

In the process of becoming anglicised, some names become so distorted that they are
hard to recognize. This is true of words like Rockefeller. This word is, of course, mea
ningless, and it probably derived from the Dutch village of Rockenfeld (Roggenfeld in
German. Both names mean Rye Fielder or Rye Farmer).

We could go on with long lists of such names, but the above groups should suffice here.
The examination of telephone directories, bibliographies, and other lists of names will re
veal many German family names like those listed above, and the identification of the names
can become an interesting hobby.

Konnen Sie Ainenkanisch7

The following definitions were round in a papoibai:k dictionai v published m
Germany. Can vou tell what American expression each German definition r.-(Vrs
to?

Example: Entkleidungsvorf uhrung in emem variete' oder Nacht lok.nl
Answer: Striptease

1. Gebratenes Kartoffelscheibchen

2. Hubsches Madchen, dessen Bild die Titelseite illustrierter zeitschriften
schrauckt.

3. Unterholtungskunstler, der Schollplatten ansagt und vorfiihrt.

4. Wer beruflich B'ucher oder Reden fur andere Personen verfasst.

5. Sehr Kurze, knappsitzende, als Oberbekleidung getragene Damenhosen
(ahnlich den Shorts, jedoch ktirzer und enger).

6. Engliegende Hose aus grobem Baumwollgewebe.

7. Selbstgedrehte Haschisch - Zigarette.

8. Gerosteter Mais.

9. Hauptverkehrszeit, besonders zur Zeit des Arbeitsbeginns bez. - schlusses.

10. Durch Haschischrauchen in Wahrnehmungs - verandernden Zustand versetzt;
durch Rauscbdrogen berauscht.

ANSWERS: ..,< ,-.,• r-p ,; /,•£,.£.;£

1. Potato chip
2. Cover girl
3. Disc jockey

4. Ghostwriter -r,,nuX A
5. Hotpants *>[**• L1

8. Popcorn ^^ J
9. Rush hour

10. Stoned

: ;,••- :.'..:l- >
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jffiZ/ CountryGermans firmly pro-Union
To the Editor:

As much as I hale to lake issue
with Egon Richard Tausch of Bul-
verde (Letters, June 26) — who
seems to be a kindred soul — he is
falling into the same mistake he
deplores in Maury Mavenck.

The simple truth is, the Hill
Country Germans, In particular
those in Gillespie County, did in
fact support the Union heavily
from 1861 to 1865.

Gillespie County voted over
whelmingly against secession, the
area around Gillespie County sup
plied the majority of the recruits
for the 1st and 2nd Texas Cavalry
(Union) and the 1st and 2nd Texan
Infantry (Union), and for nearly a
hundred years after the War for
Southern Independence ended the
county had the greatest percapita
concentration of registered Repub
lican voters in Ihe United States.

It was, in lact, the Unionist sen
timents of the Hill Country Ger
mans that led, ui the 1870s, to an al
most legendary feud called the
Hoodoo War or Mason County War,
fought primarily between ex-Con-
federates who had been disenfran

E?i!U

ifli!
sc*f|s£
tilflfUFt!?H

chised and — In many cases —
dispossessed of their homes in and
around Mason County, and pro-Un
ion Germans from Gillespie
County who had moved in and in
some cases obtained those homes
via Reconstruction chicanery.

While the Hoodoo War doesn't
get the publicity accorded other fa
mous feuds, it was bloody enough
to satisfy the most ardent student
of feuds and feuding.

Tausch. unfortunately, has al
lowed himself to be sucked into the
same mire as Maverick. Maverick
would like us to believe (a) every
German in the Hill Country sup
ported the Union and (b) all the
Germans in Texas, in 1861. were in
the Hill Country.

Tausch, in what I believe is a
moment of righteous indignation,
has taken it upon himself to deny
Maverick's scurrilous falsehoods
and to say (a) practically no Ger
mans In the Hill Country supported
the Yankees and (b) all, or nearly
all, Germans in Texas were in the
Hill Country. Both are wrong.

The fact is that many, indeed
most, of tin- Ci-nnans in and

around Krcdencksburg were
staunch Union supporters from
1B61 lo 1865, and their feelings are
continued for many years.

It was not. in fact, until Herbert
Hoover refused to support Ihe re
peal of prohibition in the 1928 cam
paign that cracks began lo appear
in the solid wall of Republican sen
timent that surrounded Gillespie
County, and it was not until 1964
and the election of Lyndon Baines
Johnson that Gillespie County
showed a substantial number of
Democratic votes in a national
election.

The fact is. as well, that the Gil
lespie County Germans wen not,
in 1861. all the Germans in Texas,
as Maverick would apparently like
us to believe, Austin was for years
a heavily German community —
many of Austin's Germans came
from the 11 ill Country originally —
yet Austin was thoroughly seces
sionist in sentiment.

San Antonio had a considerably
larger German population than
Gillespie County, and San Anlomo
— as much as Maury Mavenck
would prefer to rewrite history —

was heavily secessionist, promi
nent secessionists including a num
bei" of Maverick's own ancestors,

only the Maury Mavericks ol
IIlls world need to rewrite history
to salve their own guilt feelings oi
In support their political conten
tions. The rest of us ran take U ex-
aeily as it came — as I'm quite
sure Tausch, on reflection, will
agree

C.K. Kckharttl
S*gato

.
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Comfortmonument
honors Germans
To the Editor:

I have been following with great interest Maury
Maverick's recent articles and subsequent letters to
the editor relating to German-Amencans in Central
Texas during the Civil War. With so much controversy
existing some 125years later, anyone can easily begin
lo perceive the extreme state of affairs that must
have existed then.

The Civil War has been referred to as the "last bat
tle among gentlemen." However, when one studies
some of the individuals who stayed behind to serve the
Confederate cause on the home front, nothing could be
further from the truth.

Characters such as Duff cannot even be sufficiently
described by such concepts as debauchery and inhu
manity to man. It is impossible to visualize them as
leaders, though they were, for they enjoyed little to no
respect from those whoserved with or under them.

Most of the Germans who had Immigrated to Texas
prior to 1861 were indeedopposedto slavery, and espe
cially secession The majority, however, preferred
and desired to remain neutraL This they were not al
lowed to do.

While it may be somewhat of an exaggeration lo
6tate that 150men and boys of German descent were
executed during this period in the Hill Country. It can
be easily verified that the number greatly exceeded
50.

Subsequent generations and descendants have al
ways been proudof those men. who had the courage
to make the ultimate sacrifice in an attempt to pre
serve the ideals of human freedom.

Three yearsafter the Nueces Battle, or more ap
propriately, the Nueces Massacre, citizens from Com
fort and the surrounding area were finally allowed to
travel to the site of the battle and gather the remains
of the dead.

On Aug. 20.1865. the bonesof36youngmen were In
terred in a mass grave in Comfort. A year later, on
Aug. 10. 1866. a monument was erected to forever
honor those individuals.

The Comfort Heritage Foundation was founded In
1978 to raise funds necessary for a major restoration
of this monument, which Is also known as the Trove
derUnion (trueor loyal to the Union) monument It Is
the only monument to the Union outside of national
cemeteries In Confederate territory.

The foundation is currently trying to verify, with

Comfort's 'Trouo dor Union' monu
ment honors massacre victims.

assistance from the Texas Historical Commission,
that it is the oldest monument of Its type in the state.

At 9:30am. Saturday, the Comfort Heritage Foun
dation will hold a dedication ceremony during which
three replica cast-aluminum plaques, carrying clearly
the names originally observable on the limestone
sides of the 1866monument, will be placed on attrac
tive limestone bases.

This will allow visitors to read all of the names until
such time that sufficient funds exist to commence
with a totalandproper restoration ofthemonument.

The public Is Invited to the ceremony, andrefresh
ments will be served immediately afterward across
the street at Immanuel Lutheran Church.

Gregsry J. tranter
CMRfert

Maury's'a bully'
on German issue
To Ihe Editor:

Maury Maverick's bombastic bul
lying ofthose who disagree with him
on the German immigrant secession
question brings discredit on his fel
low liberals, but we must not be judg
mental about this.

If you wish the truth of this mat
ter, read "German Seed in Texas
Soil" by Terry G. Jordan, published
bythe University ofTexas Press.

This well-researched study proves
Mavenck wrong from point A to
Mint Z.but then, what else is new?
^ Fred Stoctefr

Beerae

Today's Germans
paying for past
To the Editor:

Re: "German-Americans no dif
ferent than other cultural or ethnic
groups," by O. Rechtschaffen (Let
ters, Aug. 21).

ln 1M1 Theodore N. Kaufman pub
lished a book (or rather a diatribe)
about Germans that was titled "Ger
many Must Perish." In it he con
ceded that only about 20 percent of
the German population was decent
and that it was the world's duty to
see to it that the rest of these barbar
ians be destroyed.

It Is sad to realize that vicious ver-
bal attacks and vituperations
(against Germans) never seem to
end. Do Rechtschaffen's suspicions
andapprehensions about future Ger
man generauons include the East
Germans who are existing under a
foreign authoritarian dictatorship
that theydidnotchoose?

Give creait wnere credit is due
and recognzie that today's Germans
are paying for something that hap
pened almost 50years ago and that
they had no control over IL

As for German-Americans being
no different than any other cultural
or ethnic group: I believe they are
different in that they consider them
selves to be Americans first, last and
always — unlike many groups that
demand special rights and privileges
solely on the basis of their ethnic
identity.

Irmgard ScMtz
San/

True German hero
defended Texas
To tae Editor:

Genug! (Enough!)
It seems that Maury Maverick

and his surprisingly many suprjorters
have given up their unhistorical
myths that the majority of the Texas
Germans were prorUnion during the
Civil War, and that 50 or 100 were
hanged for such sympathies.

Instead, they are now resorting to
emotional accounts of the one mur
der eCa Unionist that, however un
clear the facts or cause, certainly
left grieving relatives.

The typical young German
Texan's family had sworn allegiance
to the Republic of Texas and later
voted for Texas' independence from
the North. This young man then saw
Texas endangered by Invaders and
enlisted before there waa need of a
draft, knowing that be would suffer
and lately be killed or wounded. This
lsa"baro."

The-typical German "victim" was
one of the tiny pro-Unionminority la
Isolated areas who choaa to stt out
the war, rather than joining the Un
ionArmy (as manyAnglos did). If be
was very, very unlucky, he wasper
secuted by his German and Anglo
neighbors whose brothers and sons
were fighting and dying for Texas.

The handful of victims now have
monuments In Comfort and Freder
icksburg. Where Is the monument to
the many Hill Country German he
roes wbo died Treu der Constitution
und Texas"?

EgMlttcaard'

s\0

.September I, 1988 • The Chronicleof Higher Education

TeachingGerman toEngineer.
A pilot program lhai combines a

standard engineering curriculum
wiih intensive siudy in German
language and culture was begun
this year al Ihe University of
Khode Island.

The Inlernalional Engineering
Program, a five-year course of
sludy leading lo a bachelor-of-sci-
ence degree in engineering and a
bachelor-of-arts degree in Ger
man, is designed lo produce engi
neers who are beller equipped lo
compete in Ihe inlernalional mar
ketplace.

"The United States leads Ihe

world economically and techno
logically, but we seem lo be clob
bered in Ihe inlernalional market

place," says John M. Grandin, as
sociate dean of ans and sciences

and Ihe program's director. "One
reason is that we're used to hav

ing other countries welcome us on
our terms.

"Now, to compete, we have to
be able lo beat Ihem on their own

turf and to deal with Ihem in their
terms."

German was chosen for Ihe uni

versity's program over, say. Japa
nese, because "we happen to
have strength in German at
u.k.i.," Mr. Grandin says.

The choice of German also

made sense because "Wesl Ger

many is one of our country's lop
two or three trading partners,"
Mr. Grandin says.

In addition. "West German in

vestment in the U.S. is phenome
nal." he says. "There are over
2.000 subsidiaries of Wesl Ger

man-based companies in Ihe
U.S.—about a dozen of them in
Rhode Island.

"A lot of Ihem arc trying to find
American personnel who can
work between the two cultures.

On the other side of Ihe equation
arc American companies doing
htu in(.

In the first three years of the
new engineering program, stu
dents will take a separate Ger
man-language program that con
centrates on oral and technical

skills, in addition to a standard en-

ginccnng i

year inclui
ship.

During that period, students
must work for an engineering
company in a German-speaking
country.

In the fifth year, the stu
dents must lake one engineering
course taught in German, in addi
tion to their regular studies.

"People are always saying.
Why can't we do more humanities
with engineering?" Mr. Grandin
says.

In Ihe past, Mr. Grandin says,
that's been "a practical ques
tion—there's nol time and room if

we want to produce decent cngi-

"Bul this program is a practical
application nol only responding to
need, bul also bringing two disci
plines together."

The Fund for the Improvement
of Postsecondary Education liked
the idea well enough to pay for Ihe
program for three years. Mr.
Grandin says.

The hope is that Ihe program
will be copied by other institu
tions, using other languages tn ad
dition to German.

Students also apparently like
Ihe idea.

In the first year, Mr. Grandin
says, officials expected about 15
students to be interested in the

program, but three times that
number enrolled. Asa result, uni

versity officials may add a similar
program that would combine en
gineering and French.

—ZOE INGM.LS

For more inlormilHin. conlict John M

Gr^nUin. .*> ixuc den. Ci>llcgc uf
AM. -r.J ScKaCCV University ol KhoJ<
Island. ChaTcc Social Ss„ncc Icnlcr.
Kmgsloa. R.I 01MI.

rnculum. The fourth

s a six-month intern-

Poll:Children Unbiased Toward Foreigner*

West Germanchildren have almost noprejudices toward
foreign children, according to apoll conducted recently by
a Hamburg magazine. The magazine, which asked 1,680
school children about their relationship tofellow students of
foreign origin, found that in many answers foreign students
wen characterized asbeingjustas'great" orjustas"bad" as
tacit German playmates.

Q/V/y daughter and I |
• wouldappreciate it

I verymuch ifyoucouldtell
&us theoriginof thedonkey

and elephantsymbolsfor
theDemocratic and Repub
licanparties.—MaryAlice
Herbert,Washington, D.C.

A Thomas Nasi (1840-
• 1902)—a German-

born illustrator, cartoonist
and painter who served as
anartist-correspondent for

several magazines and newspapers in the U.S. in
the latter half of the 19thcentury—created the ele
phant, the donkey and the tiger as political sym
bols of, respectively, the Republican Party, the
Democratic PartyandNewYork'sTammanyHall.

W»ntthe!icls?Opinion?Tnrth?WrH»W»Har Scott. Boi SS73. Sntrtr Mills. Calil.90210. ot ohont 1211!851-JJ75,
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'Von'Maverick errs again
German debate
has other side
To the Editor:

Re: The Sturmand DrangMav
erick — Tausch controversy on
German Unionists and Confeder
ates

In-depth research shows three
waves of German immigration to
Texas, each of different character
and time periods.

The 1830s group joined S.F.
Austin's settlers on the Brazos and
Colorado and became old Texians.
The 1845 Prinz Solms colony set
tled along the Comal and mid-Gua-
dalupe on the cusp of Texas state
hood. The 1846-1850 Hill Country
Germans lived on the Pedemales
and upper Guadalupe as latecom
ers.

It was the '48ers the "Dragons
for Breakfast" Germans, arrived
from the 1848 German revolts,
who influenced and inflamed the
H1H Country German Union sym
pathies.

New Braunfels, Round Top and
other German communities raised
Confederate companies and such
names as Coreth, Giesecise, Kle
berg, von Roeder and N'imitz
joined (and died for) the Confed
eracy as the '48ers and Hill Coun
try Germans maintained (and
died for) their Union loyalties.

Crystal Sasse Ragsdale
New Braunfels

To the Editor:

With two lengthy and detailed
attacks on my letter — one by
Maury Maverick himself —
surely 1 may answer with the his
torical facts my first letter had to
exclude due to space.

As I said before, the Texas Ger
mans voted overwhelmingly for
secession Of the 18 German coun
ties ln Texas, only four voted
against secession. The vote totals
can be checked In the only source
I know of that has documented
and analyzed them, my master's
thesis, "Southern Sentiments
Among the Texas Germans Dur
ing the Civil War and Reconstruc
tion" (University of Texas, 1965).

Of course, thousands who voted
against secession fought valiantly
for Texas once the South was in
vaded.

Maverick confuses the handful
of radical immigrants in far west
Gillespie County with the many
thousands of German families oc
cupying all the land from the
TexasCoasttoComalCounty.

Radical sentiments were
largely limitedto the trickle of po
litical Germans who came after
the 1848 revolution — newcomers
contemptuously dismissed by the
mass of Texas Germans as die
Grvene and forced out of the older
German settlements.

Even these latecomers, who
won Maverick's love by founding
tiny Socialist colonies, had so
adapted by 1860 that their leader
Gustav Schleicher, had become
thespokesman of thepro-Southern
forces ln thestate Legislature.

Duff's Raiders, condemned by
Maverick for attacking Unionists,
was Inrgely German (Duffs lieu
tenant was named August Siemer-
ing) Cape Charles Nimltz, whose

kinsman inspired Maverick's first
column, was the Confederate re
cruiter in Fredericksburg, and
was physically attacked by an
(Anglo) Unionist band in Gillespie
County.

Germans
died for
liberty
To tbe Editor:

Egon Richard Tausch. in his
Aug 14 letter in which he refutes
Maury Maverick's column honor
ing German immigrants who
would not bow to Confederate
mandates of slavery and Seces
sion but gave their lives for this
courage, shames himself and his
fellow Texans with his distortions
of truth.

When Tausch asserts that many
Texans entered the Confederate
Army during the Civil War. he is
right My own maternal great
grandfather had to hide out in
Mexico on numerous occasions to
avoid the ruthless bushwhackers,
who pressed unwilling young men
into the southern army.

Under the terroristic threats of
the likes of Duff many good people
feared to threaten the safety of
their homes and family by defying
those In power. Others, not so
noble, were greedy for the money
they could amass selling goods to
the army.

Most people ln any society are
not willing to pay the price Louis
Schuetze, a schoolmaster, did
when he was dragged from his
home at night by masked men in
Fredericksburg. He was found
hanged the next morning.

Schuetze left his wife, a tiny
newborn and seven other children.
The A. Siemertng Tausch men-
♦ i.led as belonging to Duffs gang
ss s Schuetze's son-in-law and

kindly took in the family and
cared for them for many years
He had been forced into the Con
federate Army, but took no part in
Duffs murderous forays.

I know this because Louis
Schuetze is a very precious part of
our family heritage. We havelet
ters written bv him decrying the
inhumanity of slavery and pro
claiming the dignity of all men.

Tauschmay call these '48ers a
"radical handful." but only. I hope,
out of ignorance.

These young men tried to
achieve what we in America take
for granted — freedom and de
mocracy — and gave up homes

Ilnnnr requires us to remember
our rvrnes such as Fuainand
I.indheimer, the newspaper editor
wf-.o mobilized the Germans be
hind secession and the war effort;
Confederate Gen. August Buechel,
killed leading his German regi
ments at the Battle nf 1'leasant
Hill. La.; Gustav Hoffman, first
mayor of New Braunfels. who or
ganized and equipped the first
German Confederate regiments:
the (German) second commander
of Terry's Texas Rangers: and the
unsung German sheriff of Travis
County who arrested Gov. Davis
and put an end to the oppressionof
Reconstruction.

Since Mavenck is publicly ob
sessed with both guilt and pnde
over his ancestor, I'll mention
mine: Sgt Kasper Moos of Comal
County. 7th Tex. Mtd. Vols., CSA,
who lived out his life with the
shrapnel wounds he received in
the New Mexico campaign, and
whose brother was killed by his
side at the Battle of Glorietta.

Many conflicting facts can be
cited by historians to support dif
ferent conclusions, but only Mav
erick would cite atrocity propa
ganda from official mouthpieces
of the radical Reconstruction re
gime as his major historical sour
ces.

The best summary is in John
Hawgood's book, "The Tragedy of
German America": "So many fal
lacious statements have been
made concerning the Germans in
Texas that perhaps it Is wise here
to express quite clearly that the
Germans in Texas believed in
states' rights, andthat a majority
of them were loyal to the Confed
erate cause, many fought for it,
and quite a number died for it"

Egon RleaanJ Twaea
Bulverde

property and loved ones when
their dreams were crushed under
the Iron boot of imperial power.
Had these men succeeded, there
would have been no tragic history
of Germany, no Kaiser, no World
War I. no Hitler, no World War II.

Tausch must not allow his
unconscious guilt at being a de
scendant of German Immigrants
afraid tostandupfor the liberty of
all to dim the glory and luster of
men who did not fear, and who
laid down their lives in the noblest
of causes the deliverance of their
black fellow men from chains

Alice Rilling Scbaetze
SanAnUofe

RENEW VOUR
MEMBERSHIP

r>n

J5*8ffi

stays in tune
meinBoe

By MARINA PISANO
e.p'OuN.w, Slo« Wrrlaf

BOLRNE — German-American-
Texan relations were in tune during
Oktoberfest Saturday,as the Federal
Republic of Germany honoredmusic
directors Dr. Kenneth Herbst and
Phiison Freeman.

Consul Dr. ManfredEmmes of the
West German Consulate in Houston
presented Uvp special German-Amer
ican Friendship Awards to Herbst,

—Idirector of the
iBoerne Village
I Band: and Free-
Iman, director of
San Antonio's
Beethoven Con

cert Band. The
awards were
signed by West
Germany's ambas-
sador to the
United States Dr.
Juergen Ruhfus

"We wanted to
do something to
recognize
(Herbst's and
Freeman's) ef
forts." Emmes
said. "They have
for a very long I
time now done a
great deal to fos-

....• •ter German-Amer-
"™wu" ican music and

culture in Texas and the States"
Emmes said the awards were

timed "as closely as we could come
to German-American Day." Just last
year. Congress designated Oct 6 as
national German-American Day.

"We think it is appropriate the
Congress did that," Emmes said.
After all, the Italians have Colum

bus Day; the Irish have St. Patrick's
Day. Now. German-Americans have
their day."

The consul explained that it was
on Oct 6, 1683. that the first German
settlers - 13 families in all -
landed on American shores
• Fittingly, a rousing performance
by Herbst's Boeme Village Band pre
ceded the award presentations,
formed ln 1860. the Hill Country en
semble is believed to be the oldest
(".erman band in the United States
Herbst, when he's notdirecting, Isa
Boeme veterinarian.

Later in the evening, Freeman's
Beethoven Concert Band entertained
the crowd.The group traces its roots
to early German societies of San An
tonio in the 18S0s It's billed as the
nation's oldest active German con
cert band

-Freeman became director 10
years ago, after his retirement from
the service. He was commander of
to* wrd Army Band — the Band of
g* Surgeon General —stationed at
Fori Sam Houston's Academy of
Hearth Sciences

Emmes noted this was his first
visit to Boeme, founded in 184* by
German settlers and named for Ger
man poet/philosopher Ludwig
Boeme. Oktoberfest is its annual cel
ebration of ethnic foods, craft*, mu
sic and dance.

TODAY!
D0N'T MISS OUT
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San Antonio, Texas. Hcimat des Alamo und des
Riverwalk. Eine der grofiten texanischen Stadte und
das belicbteste Ferienziel dieses amerikanischcn Bun-
desstaates. Erfullt von einem Geist, der so warm und
freundlich ist wie das Klima. San Antonio wartet dar-
auf, auch Ihre Sinne mit tausenderlei Dingen, die es
hier zu sehen, zu hbren, zu schmecken und zu fuhlen
gibt, erfullen zu konnen.

San Antonio, eine der am schnellsten wachsenden
Stadte in den Vereinigten Staaten, verfugt iiber ange-

sehene Universitaten und
Colleges, einen modernen
Krankenhauskomplex und
einen sich rasch ausdehnen-
dcn Stiitzpunkt fiir die
Elektronik- und Informa-
tikindustrie.

In den vielcn feinen Re
staurants wird etwas fur jeden
Gaumen gebotcn. Hier wer-
den die verschiedenartigsten
internationalen Gerichte ser-

12 b

viert, aber auch unsere beriihrnte einheimische Kost, wie
zum Beispiel dicke Steaks.

San Antonios Nachtleben ist nicht minder interessant.
Von dcr klassischen Musik bis zum Jazz. Broadway-
Shows aus New York auf Tournee. Und vieles mehr.

Lassen Sie sich nicht die jahrhundertealten histori-
schen Stiitten entgehen. In seiner Architektur, seinen
Sehenswiirdigkeitcn und Musecn spiegelt San Antonio
Liberal! ein reiches und kulturell vielschichtiges Erbe
wider. Hier finden Sie die ersten Ansatze spanischer und
mexikanischer Siedlungen. Deutsche Pioniere. Und
Cowboys aus der Wildwestzeit.

Die Umgebung San Antonios kann auch mit viel Se-
henswertem aufwarten. In weniger als einer Autostunde
erreichen Sie glitzerndc Seen, die in grofiartigen, wclli-
gen Hugeln eingebettet sind. Silbrigc Stromschnellen
und breite, ruhige Fliissc laden zu Kanu- und Flofifahr-
ten ein. Vergniigungsfarmen (dude ranches). Pittoreske
Kleinstadte, die die Atmosphare ihrer europaischen
Siedler behalten haben.

Die weiften Sandstriinde und das warme Wasser des
Golfs von Mexiko ist nur wenige Autostunden entfernt.
Und Mexico City, in sudlicher Richtung gelegen, ist in
nur eineinhalb Flugstunden zu erreichen.

Die Anreise nach San Antonio ist kinderliecht. Von
unserem modernen internationalen Flughafen aus gibt es
direkte Flugverbindungen in die wichtigsten Stadte an
der Ost- und Westkiiste der Vereinigten Staaten. Dallas
und Houston, die beiden Tore nach Texas, sind mit dem
Flugzeug in weniger als einer Stunde zu erreichen.

In San Antonio haben Sie die Wahl zwischen mittleren
und Luxushotels, die iiber die ganze Stadt verstreut sind.
Egal, woSie wohnen, Sie sind nie weit vom Mittclpunkt
des Geschehens entfernt. Im Zentrum der Stadt lassen
sich die interessantesten Punkte von den Hotels aus
leicht zu Fufi erreichen. (Die Innenstadt befindet sich
iibrigens nur 13 km vom Flughafen entfernt).

Genie&en Sie das frohliche Treiben, die heitere Be-
triebsamkeit und die vielen Stimmungen von San Anto
nio. WirbietenalleVorteile einergrofien Metropole und
doch haben wir den Charme und die Gastfreundschaft
bewahrt, die Texas beriihmt gemacht haben. Und die
freundlichen Menschen in dieser Stadt, mit denen Sie
einen groften Teil Ihrer Herkunft, Sprache und Sitten
teilen, vermitteln Ihnen das Geftihl, dad Sic hier kein
Fremder sind. All das tragt dazu bei, Ihren Aufenthalt in
San Antonio zu einem einmaligen Erlebnis zu machen.

Von Ihrem Reisebiiro erfahren Sie mehr iiber San An
tonio oder vom Stadtischen San Antonio Convention
&. Visitors Bureau.

San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau, P.O. Box 2277,
San Antonio, Texas 78298. 512/299-8123. Telex 910-871-1144.

Printed in U.S.A.

After hb, years of living at 1124
W. Woodlawn I am MOVING.

The new phone number will be

512/ 496-9608

For the first time in 81 'rears
I will be paying rent, how About
that

Louis A. Hartuns-
Apt. 12222
20450 Huebner Rd,
San Antonio.TX.

78258-3901

Louie
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German-Texan Heritage Society

"1988-Celebrating 10 years"

Founded in 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to building pride in the heritageof the German-speaking settlers who brought
an important cultural ingredient to Texas. The Society is united in its effort to
disseminate information about archives, research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related to German-Texan topics.

The Society seeks members from the general public... descendents of all German-
speaking peoples, researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists, and those interested in the German-Texan experience.

A NEWSLETTER is published three times a year (50-75 pages). It is sent to all
members. The NEWSLETTER features a genealogical section which includes hints
about researchin German-speaking countries,Texas, and the United States; brief
family historiessubmittedby members, anda genealogy exchange column. Other
sections of the NEWSLETTER include reprints of articles from other publications,
announcements about activities and events, a book review column, an annual index,
and originalessays about various topics relatedto German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the second weekend in September in various German
heritage areas ofTexas. The program emphasizes the German-Texan heritageand
includes talks, slide shows, show-and-teU sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors, members who have astory to tell and guest
experts in specific fields; informal social events; playsandmusic; andtoursof historical
sites in the host city.

Membership categories are:

Annual Meeting
1988 - Sept. 9-11, Austin
1989 - Sept. 8-10, San Antonio

Student
Regular
Contributing
Institutional
Foreign
Patron

$ 5.00
8.00

15.00
15.00
12.00

30.00

The German-Texan Heritage Society calendar yearis from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments andrenewals aredue in January.

Completed projectsof the Society:

1. The reprint of ROEMER'S TEXAS,
2. Sponsorship of thereprint of THE CABIN BOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by

3. The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN
SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.

All books are available through the Society. Please request price list.

Project in progress: The creation of aGerman-Texan Registry.

For more information or price
lists for books and back issues
contact:

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
1011 Meredith Drive

P. O. Box 262
Manchaca, Texas 78652

am
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German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNDED 1978

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

19

$5 Student (verified by teacher)

$8 Regular

$15 Contributing

$15 Institutions

$12 Foreign

$30 Patron (saints of the society)

Indicate year membership

should go into effect

Name_

Street.

City_

State_

County

Occupation (if retired, formeroccupation).

.Zip.

.Telephone.

Special Projects (relating to German-Texana)

(Mr. & Mrs. address may have a joint

membership if only one NEWSLETTER

is desired.)

Publications(relating to German-Texana)

Please check the following interest categories:

I prefer to just read the NEWSLETTER and learnnew things.
I would like to help out with allof the following categories.
I would like to help out with only the categoriesI have checked.
Typing for the NEWSLETTER.
Writing articles for the NEWSLETTER.
Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.
Showing visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.
Genealogical exchange. (What names?)
Photographing historical sites; Annual Meeting.
Speaking German.
Other. Please list.

Send your check and this page to: German-Texan Heritage Society
Dona Reeves-Marquardt

Department of Modern Languages
Southwest Texas State University

San Marcos, Texas 78666

Mf
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FOLKLORE 
Gilbert Jordan 
3228 Milton Ave. 
Dallas, Tx. 75205 
214-363-2092 

TOPIC INDEX <NEWSLETTER) 
GERMAN-TEXAN REGISTRY 
W. M. Von-Maszewski 
2222 Cherry Lane 
Pasadena, Tx. 77502 
713-477-2318 

SURNAME INDEX <NEWSLETTER) 
Cathleen Witt Stahmer 
8115 Hagen 
Houston, Tx. 77036 
713-771-5331 

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 

1989 ... SEPT. 8-10 
SAN ANTONIO 

1990 ... SEPT. 7-9 
LA GRANGE/BRENHAM/ROUND TOP 
Elizabeth Lehmann, Chair 

1991 ... SEPT. 6-8 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
Chair needed 

1002 ••. Sept. 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

1993 ... Sept. 
SAN ANGELO 

Otto Tetzlaff 

1994 ... Sept 
FREDERICKSBURG 

1995 .. Sept. 
VICTORIA 

1996 .. Sept. 
INDUSTRY 

Texas Statehood 150 Year 
Celebration 

1997 .•. Sept ... 
KERRVILLE/BOERNE/COMFORT 

NEWSLETTER PRINTER 
Sergei Kabantschuk 
11809 Dove Haven 
Austin, Tx. 
512-836 - 4653 

ART 
Richard J. Burges, I I 
1701 Bluff Dr. 
Round Rock, Tx. 
512-255-5223 

78664 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Barbara Ann Dielmann 
3338 Stoney Square 
San Antonio, Tx. 78247 
512-494-7139 

SPECIAL CONSULTANTS 

Lisa Kahn 
4106 Merrick 
Houston, Tx. 77025 
713-665-4325 

Ingrid Kuehne-Kokinda 
9202 Attleboro 
San Antonio, Tx. 
512-654-7170 

78217 

Robert Robinson-Zwahr 
1524 12th st. nw 
Washington, D.C. 
202-387-3866 

~THS NEYSLETTER 

The German-TaMan Heritage Society 
publishes this NEYSLETTER three 
times annually. It is solely the 
creation ot volunteers. See 
inside front and back covers 
tor names and addresses of 
editors. The publication 
schedule tor each year is: 

DEADl.lNES 

SPRING •...•. JANUARY 20 
SUMMER ...... HAY 20 
FALL ..•..... SEPTEMBER 20 

The actual date of publication 
varies . 

Back issues are available for t2.50 
each tor members. or t3.00 each tor 
non-members. Order from Dona Reaves­
Marquardt, Rt. 2 Box 239 A, Buda, 
Texas 78610. 

Announcements, articles, aenealogical 
tnquir1as, reunion dates, new1 ot 
events, etc., are always welcome from 
members. Send to the appropriate 
editor or to the ad1tor-in-chief on 
or before the deadlines listed above. 
All articles should be typed, SINGLE 
SPACED on 8112" by 11 paper, with 
a 114" marain on all ada••· For 
sharpne•• and clarity, try to usa film 
or a new cloth ribbon. And do not 
toraat to clean your typewriter keys!! 
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